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WHAT  WILL  IT  BRING -THIS  NEW  YEAR? 

The  new  year— a  time  of  gaiety  in  most  parts  of  the  world  with  parties,  enter- 
tainment, even  church  services!  People  gather  in  barrooms,  clubs,  theaters,  even 
places  of  worship  to  "watch"  the  old  year  go  out  and  the  new  one  come  in. 

Celebrations  of  the  new  year  date  back  to  ancient  Roman  and  Egyptian  custom, 
as  well  as  Chinese,  Jewish,  and  Mohammedan.  The  first  day  of  the  new  year,  how- 
ever, began  at  different  times.  For  example:  In  Egypt,  thousands  of  years  ago,  the 
new  year  was  celebrated  during  the  middle  of  June  when  the  Nile  River  usually  over- 
flowed its  banks,  giving  promise  of  a  bountiful  crop. 

In  England  the  tradition  of  sweeping  the  chimney  originated,  supposedly  bring- 
ing good  luck  for  the  household  during  the  coming  year.  This  is  how  we  derived 
our  modified  saying,  "to  clean  the  slate,"  meaning  to  correct  faults  and  bad  habits 
and  to  resolve  to  make  the  new  year  better. 

In  early  Christendom,  New  Year's  Day  was  declared  holy  in  A.  D.  487,  though 
it  was  not  at  that  time  observed  at  the  beginning  of  the  calendar  year.  It  was  not 
until  the  1500's  that  January  1  was  recognized  as  New  Year's  Day,  and  this  was 
initiated  with  the  introduction  of  the  Georgian  calendar. 

The  Jewish  new  year  is  now  celebrated  in  late  September,  and  for  the  Jews  it  is 
a  feast  day  with  much  pomp  and  ceremony.  Certainly,  the  celebration  methods  are 
as  diverse  as  religions  and  cultures,  but  for  the  most  part,  the  injunction  is  the 
same:  "May  things  be  better  this  year  than  they  were  last  year."  Thus,  "Happy  New 
Year"  in  English  becomes  "Gutes  Neues  Jahr"  in  German,  "Bonne  Annee"  in  French, 
"Buon  Capo  d'Anno"  in  Italian,  and  "Maligayang  Bagong  Taon"  in  Filipino.  How- 
ever it  is  said,  it  projects  wishes  for  good  fortune  and  happiness— but  what  will  it 
bring? 

It  will  bring  joy  and  laughter  for  some,  continuing  poverty  and  hunger  for 
others.  It  will  bring  distress  and  calamity,  inner  turmoil,  mistrust,  maltreatment  of 
children,  hate,  fear— and  yes— hopefully,  some  love.  A  nation  under  God  will  cele- 
brate life  but  give  their  Blesser  little  credit  for  the  good  things  that  have  happened, 
dwelling  rather  upon  the  remembrance  of  hard  times  and  unpleasant  occurrences, 
blaming  Him  for  self-imposed  difficulties. 

As  the  new  year  tolls  in,  we  cannot  help  but  ponder  upon  what  it  may  hold  in 
store  for  us.  We  consider  plans  that  have'  been  or  must  be  made.  We  contemplate 
present  problems  and  set  our  aims  toward  resolving  them.  The  traditional  promises 
will  be  made,  only  to  be  forgotten  and  broken  before  the  year  is  well  started.  We 
might  possibly  find  ourselves  doing  the  same  things  we  did  last  year,  indulging  in 
the  same  bad  habits,  having  told  ourselves  that  this  year  would  be  different,  yet 
finding  it  too  difficult  a  task  to  transform  our  good  intentions  into  realities.  Some 
of  us  will  consider  ourselves  again  ill-used,  but  more  so,  all  the  while  declaring  that 
we  don't  deserve  the  hardships  imposed  upon  us.  Some  of  us  noble  souls  will  be 
busy  doing  what  we  can  toward  the  achievement  of  societal  improvement,  only  to  be 
disappointed  that  we  are  unable  to  conquer  the  world  in  a  day.  .  .  . 

The  new  year  should  be  looked  forward  to  in  hope,  with  plans  formulated  to 
make  it  good  and  much  better  than  the  preceding  one,  expanding  its  possibilities 
toward  the  attainment  of  what  may  be  considered  for  some  impossible  goals.  Aged 
Father  Time  will  be  worn  out,  giving  way  to  the  traditional  baby  bearing  a  ribbon 
across  his  body  signifying  the  date  of  the  approaching  year.  At  the  end  of  his 
"term,"  however,  he  will  be  pictured  much  like  his  predecessor,  the  robed  figure  of 
a  stooped,  bearded  gentleman,  perpetuating  the  process  of  Time  coming  and  going, 
leaving  in  its  wake  some  of  us  better  off  and  some  of  us  worse  off  than  before. 

Every  year  is  not  exactly  alike,  but  particular  circumstances  are  prevalent  each 
year.  Each  year  will  have  its  share  of  crime  and  violence.  Each  year  wili  have  its 
share  of  happiness  and  sadness,  its  highs  and  its  lows.  There  will  always  be  unem- 
ployment, and  many  who  work  with  all  diligence  will  find  that  they  have  thankless 
jobs.  Divorce  rates  will  soar  as  they  do  each  year,  and  highways  will  become 
bloodier  with  alcoholic  murderers.  .  .  . 

What  will  it  bring-this  new  year?  It  is  very  much  up  to  us,  the  ones  who 
will  be  living  in  it,  to  decide.  We  can  make  it  what  we  choose  to  make  it.  Cer- 
tainly there  are  unchangeables  that  we  cannot  alter  regardless  of  our  efforts,  but 

(continued  on  page  fifteen) 
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Greetings  Friends  and 
:ellow  Workers 

It  is  a  blessing  to  recognize  your 
friendship  and  to  express  our  thanks  for 
the  concern  that  you  have  shown  Camp 
Vandemere. 

Vve  wish  to  share  with  you  news  from 
the  camp  and  what  is  being  accomplish- 
ed toward  it  fulfilling  its  ministry  for 
God  in  Christ. 

Interest  in  the  camp  for  the  summer 
of  1973  was  good.  Approximately  25 
churches  and  many  family  groups  visited 
the  camp  and  spent  some  time  there. 
Several  baptismal  services  were  conduct- 
ed at  the  camp. 

To  make  the  camp  more  beautiful  and 
convenient  for  those  who  visited,  the 
grounds  were  well-kept  by  the  Kev.  E.  E. 
Edwards  and  a  young  man  hired  through 
PACE. 

The  building  program  has  been  delay- 
ed, awaiting  a  decision  from  the  Air  and 
Water  Resources  Commission.  The  con- 
tractor is  waiting  for  the  word  "Go." 

The  camp  was  sanctioned  by  the  State 
Convention  of  North  Carolina  Free  Will 
Baptists,  which  convened  September  12, 
13,  1973,  at  the  First  Free  Will  Baptist 
Church,  Tarboro;  thus,  we  will  present 
the  Camp  Vandemere  program  to  all 
North  Carolina  Free  Will  Baptists. 

In  its  report  to  the  Eastern  Conference 
of  Free  Will  Baptists  which  convened 
October  24,  25,  1973,  at  the  Macedonia 
Free  Will  Baptist  Church,  Ernul,  the 
Camp  Vandemere  Board  of  Directors  sub- 
mitted the  following  recommendations 
which  were  accepted: 

1.  That  our  people  continue  to  pray 
for  and  support  the  Camp  with  their 
finances; 

2.  That  our  churches  put  Camp  Vande- 
mere in  their  budget; 


NEW  POST  FOR 
DR.  NETTINGA 


THE  REV.  DR.  JAMES  Z.  NETTINGA,  di- 
rector of  the  American  Bible  Socie- 
ty's Advance  Programs  since  July  1, 
1972,  has  been  appointed  by  the  So- 
ciety's executive  committee  as  executive 
secretary  of  the  information  department, 
to  succeed  the  Rev.  Dr.  Norman  L.  Tem- 
me,  who  left  on  November  30,  1973,  to 
become  public  relations  director  of  Val- 
paraiso (Indiana)  University. 

Dr.  Nettinga  will  continue  in  his  pres- 
ent post  as  director  of  Advance  Pro- 
grams, a  five-year  emphasis. 

Dr.  Nettinga  is  familiar  with  the  work 
of  the  information  department  since  he 


3.  That  each  pastor  keep  Camp  Vande- 
mere before  his  people,- 

4.  That  each  church  try  to  raise  at 
least  $2  per  member  and  surpass  the 
suggested  goal; 

5.  That  each  church  have  a  "Camp 
Vandemere  Day"  and  invite  the  Camp 
representative  to  give  an  up-to-the-date 
report; 

6.  That  each  church  plan  a  day  at  the 
Camp  for  a  retreat  or  a  picnic.  For  reser- 
vations, contact  the  kev.  Ralph  Sumner, 
P.  0.  Box  445,  Bridgeton,  North  Caro- 
lina 28oi9;  telephone  6J/-3786; 

7.  That  a  representative  be  elected  in 
each  churcn  as  a  Camp  Vandemere  pro- 
moter, and  this  name  sent  to  our  ad- 
dress at  P.  0.  Box  188,  Vandemere, 
North  Carolina  28587;  also, 

8.  That  a  Camp  Vandemere  committee 
of  three  (3)  be  elected  in  each  district 
union  meeting  to  aid  in  promoting  and 
encouraging  the  support  of  Camp  Vande- 
mere in  tne  churcnes  of  each  union  and 
that  this  committee  be  an  advisory  board 
to  the  Camp  Vandemere  Board  of  Direc- 
tors. This  board  will  be  privileged  to 
attend  the  board  meetings  of  Camp 
Vandemere,  Inc. 

Submitted  by, 
The  Rev.  Luther  Swinson 
Camp  Vandemere,  Inc. 
Board  of  Directors 


served  as  executive  secretary  of  the  edu- 
cation and  information  department  as  it 
was  then  known  from  1956-65. 

An  officer  of  the  Society  since  1949, 
Dr.  Nettinga  joined  the  headquarters 
staff  in  1956  after  serving  seven  years 
as  a  district  and  field  secretary  in  south- 
ern California.  After  directing  the 
150th  anniversary  program  of  the  So- 
ciety (1964-66)  he  was  executive  secre- 
tary of  the  national  distribution  depart- 
ment for  seven  years. 

In  1966,  when  the  American  Bible  So- 
ciety celebrated  the  150th  anniversary 
of  its  founding,  a  highlight  of  the  ob- 
servation was  the  publication  of  "Good 
News  for  Modern  Man,"  the  New  Testa- 
ment in  Today's  English  Version  on  Sep- 
tember 15.  Currently  its  circulation  ex- 
ceeds 43  million  copies.  Publication  of 
the  complete  Bible  in  Today's  tnglish 
Version  is  slated  for  January  1,  1976,  as 
the  culmination  of  the  Advance  Pro- 
grams. 

Dr.  Nettinga,  an  ordained  clergyman 
of  the  Reformed  Church  in  America, 
earned  a  B.A.  degree  from  Hope  College, 
a  B.D.  degree  from  Western  Theological 
Seminary,  a  Th.M.  degree  from  Prince- 
ton Theological  Seminary,  and  a  Th.D. 
degree  from  Union  Theological  Seminary. 

He  and  his  wife,  Margaret,  make  their 
home  in  Haworth,  New  Jersey.  One  son, 
the  Rev.  Drew  Nettinga,  is  assistant  min- 
ister of  First  Congregational  Church, 
Bakersfield,  California,-  another  son,  Jon, 
was  graduated  from  Syracuse  University 
in  1973. 
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SUNDAY,  JANUARY  6 

Scripture  Reading— Mark  11:25 
What  to  Forget 

"If  you  would  increase  your  happiness 
and  prolong  your  life,  forget  your  neigh- 
bor's faults.  Forget  all  the  slander  and 
unkind  remarks  you  hear  each  day. 

"Forget  the  temptations.  Forget  all 
fault-finding,  and  give  a  little  thought  to 
the  cause  which  provoked  it.  Forget  the 
peculiarities  of  your  friends  and  only  re- 
member the  good  points  which  make  you 
fond  of  them.  Forget  all  the  personal  quar- 
rels or  histories  you  may  have  heard  by  ac- 
cident, and  which,  if  repeated,  would  seem 
a  thousand  times  worse  than  they  really 
are.  Blot  out  as  far  as  possible  all  the 
disagreeables  of  life;  they  will  come,  but 
will  only  grow  larger  when  you  remember 
them  and  the  constant  thought  of  the  acts 
of  meanness,  or  worse  still,  malice,  will  only 
tend  to  make  you  more  familiar  with  them. 
Be  more  forgiving  to  others,  even  as  our 
heavenly  Father  is  forgiving  you  daily.  Ob- 
literate everything  that  was  disagreeable 
from  yesterday;  start  out  today  with  a 
clean  sheet,  writing  upon  it  for  memory's 
sake  only  those  things  which  are  lovely  and 
lovable  and  glorify  God.  Remember  that 
someday  we  must  give  an  account  of  our 
words  and  deeds  and  thoughts  in  the  day 
of  judgment.  Therefore,  let  us  try  to  make 
life  beautiful  for  ourselves  and  others."— 
Cleremont  Herald. 

Prayer  Thought 

Forgive  and  forget.  We  say  we  forgive, 
but  do  we  really  forget  offenses  committed 
against  us?  We  pray  for  God  to  forgive  us 
as  we  forgive  others;  would  we  wish  Him 
to  always  remember  our  offenses? 

MONDAY,  JANUARY  7 
Scripture  Reading— 2  Timothy  3:16 

Jonathan  Edwards  Resolved: 
Jonathan  Edwards,  who  was  a  great  and 
useful  man,  made  five  resolutions  for  him- 
self in  his  youth,  and  lived  by  them  faith- 
fully. They  are  worth  studying.  Anyone 
who  will  adopt  and  follow  them  will  great- 
ly increase  his  usefulness.  The  resolutions 
are  as  follows: 

"1.  Resolved:  To  live  with  all  my  might 
while  I  do  live. 


"2.  Resolved:  Never  to  lose  one  moment 
of  time,  but  to  improve  it  in  the  most 
profitable  way  I  possibly  can. 

"3.  Resolved:  Never  to  do  anything 
which  I  should  despise  or  think  meanly  of 
in  another. 

"4.  Resolved:  Never  to  do  anything  out 
of  revenge. 

"5.  Resolved:  Never  to  do  anything 
which  I  should  be  afraid  to  do  if  it  were 
the  last  hour  of  my  life."— Ohio  Sunday 
School  Worker. 

Prayer  Thought 

The  first  of  each  year  many  of  us  feel  it 
an  opportune  time  to  resolve  to  live  better 
lives.  We  might  do  well  to  resolve  to  at- 
tempt to  live  by  the  Ten  Commandments 
early  each  morning  and  throughout  the  day. 

TUESDAY,  JANUARY  8 

Scripture  Reading— Hebrews  10:24 
Recipe  for  a  Happy  New  Year 

Take  twelve  fine  full  grown  months,  see 
that  these  are  thoroughly  free  from  all  old 
memories  of  bitterness,  rancor,  hate,  and 
jealousy;  cleanse  them  completely  from 
every  clinging  spite;  pick  off  all  specks  of 
pettiness  and  littleness;  in  short,  see  that 
these  months  are  freed  from  all  the  past- 
have  them  as  fresh  and  clean  as  when  they 
came  from  the  great  storehouse  of  TIME. 

Cut  these  months  into  thirty  or  thirty- 
one  equal  parts.  This  batch  will  keep  for 
just  one  year.  Do  not  attempt  to  make  up 
the  whole  batch  at  one  time  (so  many  per- 
sons spoil  the  entire  lot  in  this  way);  but 
prepare  one  day  at  a  time  as  follows: 

Into  each  day  put  twelve  parts  of  faith, 
eleven  of  patience,  ten  of  courage,  nine  of 
work  (some  people  omit  this  ingredient 
and  so  spoil  the  flavor  of  the  rest),  eight 
of  hope,  seven  of  fidelity,  six  of  liberality, 
five  of  kindness,  four  of  rest  (leaving  out 
this  is  like  leaving  the  oil  out  of  the  salad 
—don't  do  it),  three  of  prayer,  two  of  good- 
will, and  one  well-selected  resolution.  Put 
in  a  dash  of  fun,  a  sprinkling  of  play,  and 
a  heaping  cupful  of  good  humor. 

Pour  into  the  whole,  love  ad  libitum  and 
mix  with  a  vim.  Cook  thoroughly  in  a  fer- 
vent heat;  garnish  with  sweet  smiles  and  a 
few  sprigs  of  joy;  then  serve  with  quiet- 
ness, unselfishness,  and  cheerfulness,  and 
a  Happy  New  Year  is  a  certainty.— Manuel 
Barone. 

Prayer  Thought 
We  use  recipes  as  guidelines  for  perfect 
creations.    The  above  recipe  would  be  a 
good  one  to  place  in  our  files  and  use  fre- 
quently. 

WEDNESDAY,  JANUARY  9 
Scripture  Reading— Romans  5:8 

"Absolutely  Worthless!" 
A  friend  once  showed  John  Ruskin  a 
costly  handkerchief  on  which  a  blot  of  ink 
had  been  made.  "Nothing  can  be  done 
with  it  now,"  said  the  owner.  "It  is  abso- 
lutely worthless." 

Ruskin  made  no  reply  but  carried  it 


away  with  him.  After  a  time  he  sent  k 
back,  to  the  great  surprise  of  his  friend! 
who  could  scarcely  believe  his  eyes.  In  i 
most  skillful  and  artistic  way  Ruskin  had' 
made  a  design  in  India  ink,  using  the  uglij 
blot  as  a  center  for  the  design. 

A  blotted  life  is  not  necessarily  a  use 
less  life.    Jesus  can  make  a  life  beautifu 
if  it  is  yielded  to  Him.— Moody  Monthly. 
Prayer  Thought 

Through  God  the  darkest  spots  can  bt 
cleansed,  the  darkest  moments  in  our  Ztuai 
can  be  made  bearable.  Have  an  enduring 
faith  and  trust  in  God. 

THURSDAY,  JANUARY  10 

Scripture  Reading— Acts  20:35 
Small  Kindnesses  Saved  Her  Reason 

A  widow  who  lives  not  far  from  me  said 
to  me  recently:  "I  have  to  go  to  worl 
everyday,  and  it  is  late  when  I  get  home  al 
night.  Sometimes  I'm  so  weary  I  wish  1 
could  just  he  down  and  die.  My  next-dooi 
neighbor  is  a  Christian  lady  of  a  very  quiet 
and  retiring  disposition.  She  isn't  well,  so 
can't  do  very  much  outside  of  her  own 
home,  but  the  small  kindnesses  she  showed 
me  this  past  very  cold  winter  helped  to 
save  my  reason.  She  went  in  and  fixed  my 
fire  several  times  to  have  it  nice  and  warm 
when  I  got  home,  and  each  time  left  some- 
thing tempting  for  my  supper.  She  took 
my  dog  in,  when  I  was  forced  to  remain 
overnight  in  the  city.  She's  the  kind  that 
feeds  the  birds  and  such  things— small 
things?  Yes,  but  how  needful!"— Selected. 
Prayer  Thought 

Someone  once  said  that  little  things  mean 
a  lot  and  they  really  do.  Large,  impressive 
acts  mean  a  great  deal  to  us  but  little 
everyday,  time-consuming,  and  uninterest- 
ing things  mean  so  very  much. 

FRIDAY,  JANUARY  11 
Scripture  Reading— 1   Chronicles  16:23, 

24 

His  Compensation 

A  missionary  was  asked  what  compensa- 
tion he  had  found  in  his  work  for  all  the 
sacrifices  he  had  made.  He  took  from  his; 
pocket  a  letter,  worn  with  much  handling, 
and  read  this  sentence  from  an  Oriental! 
student:  "But  for  you,  I  would  not  have 
known  Jesus  Christ,  our  Saviour.  Every 
morning  I  kneel  down  before  God,  and  I 
think  of  you  and  pray."  "That,"  said  the 
missionary,  "is  my  compensation!"— Darby 
Fulton  in  Earnest  Worker. 

Prayer  Thought 

We  have  been  commissioned  by  God  to 
carry  His  Word  to  all  parts  of  the  world. 
Enlightening  our  neighbors  would  be  com- 
mendable, if  we  are  not  called  to  go  to  the 
mission  field. 

SATURDAY,  JANUARY  12 
Scripture  Reading— Galatians  5:22 

Fractions  and  Mothers 
A  teacher  in  one  of  our  public  schools 

(continued  on  page  fifteen) 
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I 


Thanksgiving  and 
November  Offerings 

The  offerings  to  the  Children's  Home 
for  the  month  of  November,  1973,  (in- 
cluding the  special  Thanksgiving  offer- 
ing) amounted  to  $36,102.14.  Below  is 
the  listing  of  the  churches  and  organiza- 
tions in  the  category  on  their  giving. 

The  following  gave  $500  or  over: 

Cope  Fear  Conference 

Goldsboro 

Central  Conference 

Elm  Grove 
Free  union 
Hull  Road 

King's  Cross  Roads 
Ormondsville 
Owen's  Chapel 
Sweet  Gum  Grove 

Eastern  Conference 

Bethel 
Deep  Run 
Moseley's  Creek 

Western  Conference 

Everett's  Chapel 
Little  Rock 
Pine  Level 
Pleasant  Grove 

The  following  gave  $250  or  up  to 

$499: 

Cape  Fear  Conference 

Lee's  Chapel 
Oak  Grove 
St.  Paul 
Tee's  Chapel 

Central  Conference 

Ayden 
Black  Jack 
Dilda's  Grove 
Gum  Swamp 
Otter's  Creek 
Reedy  Branch 
Rose  of  Sharon 
Spring  Branch 

Eastern  Conference 

Beulaville 
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Christian  Chapel 
Gray  Branch 
Holly  Springs 
Juniper  Chapel 
Sarecta 

Warden's  Grove 

Piedmont  Conference 

Durham 

Western  Conference 

Barnes  Hill 
Branch  Chapel 
Friendship 
Marsh  bwamp 
Micro 

Pleasant  Hill 
Rains  Cross  Roads 
Rose  Bud 
Snerron  Acres 
Stancil's  Chapel 
St.  Mary's 

The  following  gave  less  than  $250: 

Albemarle  Conference 

Belhaven 
Corinth 

Hickory  Chapel 
Malachi's  Chapel 
Mt.  labor 
Piney  Grove 
Shiloh 
Sidney 
Sound  Side 
St.  Paul 
Trinity 
Union  Chapel 

Blue  Ridge  Association 

Cedar  Hill 

Cape  Fear  Conference 

Bethel 

Casey's  Chapel 

Daly's  Chapel 

Eastwood 

Faith 

Hopewell 

Johnston  Union 

Lanwood  Chapel 

Cape  Fear  Youth  Conference 

Cape  Fear  Auxiliary  Convention 

Palmer  Memorial 

Pleasant  Grove 


Powhatan 

Riverside 
Robert's  Grove 
St.  Mary's  Grove 
Smithfield 
Smyrna 

Wooten's  Chapel 

Central  Conference 

Aspen  Grove 

Bethany 

Community 

Daniels  Chapel 

Dawson's  Grove 

Edgewood 

Faith 

Friendship 
Greenville 
Grimsley 
Harrell's  Chapel 
Hickory  Grove 
Howell  Swamp 
Hugo 
LaGrange 
Little  Creek 
Marlboro 
Otter's  Creek 

Central  Auxiliary  Convention 
Peace 

Piney  Grove  (Beaufort) 

Pleasant  Hill 

Rocky  Mount 

Rose  Hill 

Saratoga 

Williamston 

Winterville 

Eastern  Conference 

Antioch 
Bethlehem 
British  Chapel 
Core  Creek 
Crab  Point 
Croatan 
Core  Point 
Dublin  Grove 
Edwards  Chapel 
Ephesus 
Faith 

Gethsemane 
Grant's  Chapel 
Hillsberry 
Indian  Springs 
Kinston 

Lanier's  Chapel 
Long  Ridge 

Eastern  Auxiliary  Convention 

Eastern  Sunday  School  Convention 

Third  Union  Youth  Fellowship 

Macedonia 

May's  Chapel 

Memorial 

Mt.  Olive 

Mt.  Pleasant 

(continued  on  page  ten) 
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Sound  Side  Church 
Honors  Marie  Brickhouse 

On  Sunday  morning,  December  2,  the 
Sound  Side  Free  Will  Baptist  Church, 
Columbia,  North  Carolina,  paid  tribute 
to  one  of  its  most  loved  and  faithful 
members,  Miss  Beatrice  Marie  Brick- 
house.  The  occasion  was  her  approach- 
ing marriage  to  Ben  Chappell  on  Decem- 
ber 8,  1973. 


The  church  bulletin  proclaimed  the 
day  to  be  "Marie  Brickhouse  Day,"  and 
most  of  the  morning  service  was  devot- 
ed to  a  tribute  to  Marie.  Mrs.  Fay 
Woodard,  the  narrator,  presented  a  cor- 
sage to  Marie,  and  introduced  the  pro- 
gram, using  the  format  of  "This  Is  Your 
Life."  Different  church  members  spoke 
of  Marie's  contribution  to  family,  school, 
church,  community,  and  Youth  Fellow- 
ship Auxiliary.  In  addition,  there  was 
an  acrostic,  using  the  words  Marie  and 
Ben,  a  poetic  tribute,  and  a  musical  tri- 
bute, sung  by  Ann  and  Monty  Wiggs. 
The  program  ended  with  an  altar  prayer, 
participated  in  by  most  of  the  congrega- 
tion. 

As  one  participant  said,  "Marie  has  a 
talent  and  she  has  used  it  for  the  Lord 
in  the  community  and  especially  in  the 
church."  She  has  been  pianist  for  the 
church  and  Sunday  school  since  she  was 
eleven,  and  she  has  fulfilled  that  obliga- 
tion faithfully.  She  is  always  there- 
Sunday  mornings,  Sunday  nights,  Wed- 
nesday nights,  and  all  other  times  when 
a  pianist  is  needed.  She  has  played  for 
many  weddings  and  funerals,  as  well  as 
for  dozens  of  community  activities.  In 
addition,  she  and  her  sisters,  Kathy, 
Jeanie,  and  Linda,  have  inspired  many 


people  with  their  beautiful  singing  of 
gospel  songs.  She  is  also  director  of 
the  league  and  a  sponsor  of  the  YFA, 
where  her  example,  enthusiasm,  and  love 
have  touched  the  hearts  of  many  young 
people. 

As  our  pastor,  the  Rev.  N.  D.  Wiggs, 
said,  "Her  life  has  been  and  is  a  sermon 
in  itself,  the  kind  of  sermon  that  reach- 
es many  people.  Marie  is  much  appre- 
ciated by  her  pastor  and  fellow  church 
members." 

Report  of  Cragmont  Assembly 
For  November,  1973 

The  following  is  the  report  of  Mrs. 
Fountain  Taylor,  treasurer  of  Cragmont 
Assembly,  Inc.,  Black  Mountain,  North 
Carolina,  for  the  month  of  November, 

1973: 

Balance  November  1,  1973  $5,705.82 
Receipts 

Churches  $1,268.50 
Sunday  Schools  158.95 
Unions  35.00 
Sunday  School  Con- 
ventions 35.00 
Auxiliaries  2.00 
North  Carolina  Woman's 

Auxiliary  Convention  584.76 
Camp  Refund  1,000.00 
Camp  Fund  522.55 
Sales  Tax  Refund  125.75 


Total  Receipts 


Total  to  Account  For 

Disbursements 
Operating  Expenses        $  295.26 
Insurance  178.50 
Paid  on  Note  5,000.00 
Interest  on  Note  924.44 

Total  Disbursements 


3,732.51 

9,438.33 


6,398.20 


Balance  December  1,  1973 

(Checking  Account) 
Savings  Account  ( Earmarked ) 

Grand  Total 


$3,040.13 
2,447.98 

$5,488.11 


Calvary  Youth  Choir  Director 
Presented  Crystal 

In  a  recent  worship  service  at  Calvary 
Free  Will  Baptist  Church,  Wilson,  North 
Carolina,  the  pastor's  wife,  Mrs.  Dewey 
C.  Boling,  presented  to  Mrs.  Dorothy 
Pittman,  vouth  choir  director  of  the 
church,  three  pieces  of  her  Jamestown 
crystal.  In  makinq  the  presentation 
Mrs.  Boling  stated  that  out  of  the  fifty- 


six  revivals  Mr.  Boling  has  conducted'' 
since  coming  to  the  Calvary  church  as 
pastor,  Mrs.  Pittman  and  her  youth  choir 
has  attended  fifty-four  of  them  and  pre- 
sented special  music. 

In  receiving  the  gift  Mrs.  Pittman 
stated  that  the  reason  she  and  the  chil- 
dren had  attended  these  services  was 
because  they  all  loved  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Bol- 
ing so  very  much. 


Calvary  Sunday  School  Purchased 
Luggage  for  Children's  Home 

The  Sunday  School  of  Calvary  Free  Wi 
Baptist  Church,  Wilson,  North  Carolin 
purchased  nineteen  pieces  of  luggage  for 
the  children  at  the  Free  Will  Baptist  Chil- 
dren's Home,  Middlesex,  North  Carolina. 
The  luggage  was  delivered  to  the  home 
on  Monday,  December  10,  1973,  by  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Lloyd  Beaman. 

Harold  Jones  at 
LaGrange  Church 

The  Rev.  Harold  Jones,  missionary  to 
the  Philippines,  will  be  at  the  LaGrange, 
North  Carolina,  Free  Will  Baptist  Church 
for  prayer  meeting  Wednesday,  January 
9.  Services  will  begin  at  7:30  p.m.  with 
Mr.  Jones  speaking  to  the  group.  The 
public  is  cordially  invited  to  attend. 

Sandy  Plain  Church 
Observed  Old-Fashioned  Day 

The  Sandy  Plain  Free  Will  Baptist 
Church,  Route  2,  Pink  Hill,  North  Caro- 
lina, observed  old-fashioned  day  Sunday, 
December  9. 

Also  in  this  service  the  church  honor- 
ed its  pastor  and  his  wife,  the  Rev.  and  i 
Mrs.  Wayne  King.  Mr.  King  has  pastored 
the  Sandy  Plain  church  for  a  little  over1 
four  years.    During  his  pastorate  many 
things  have  been  accomplished  by  the  [ 
church  as  follows:  The  upstairs  of  the  j 
church  has  been  completed,  the  church  j 
sanctuary  carpeted,  a  public  address  sys-; 
tern  installed,  a  day  care  center  put  into 
operation,  two  buses  have  been  purchas- 
ed and  put  into  use,  and  the  new  educa- 
tional building  is  opened  and  in  use. 

Sunday,  December  9,  was  Mr.  King's 
last  service  at  Sandy  Plain.  His  new  pas- 
torate is  the  Living  Waters  Free  Will  Bap- 
tist Church  at  Pikeville,  North  Carolina. 
The  church  reporter  states:  "We  at  San- 
dy Plain  church  feel  that  our  loss  is  Liv- 
ing Waters'  gain.  May  God  bless  and 
guide  Mr.  and  Mrs.  King  in  their  new 
pastorate  and  always  through  life  is  our 
prayer." 


The  first  thing  that's  broken  after 
Christmas  is  a  New  Year's  resolution. 
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MISSIONS 


Report  of  Home 
Missions  Department 


The  Victory  Free  Will  Baptist  Mission 
at  Hope  Mills,  North  Carolina,  reports 

I that  recently  five  persons  have  made  de- 
cisions to  accept  Christ  and  become 
members  of  the  mission.  Some  of  these 
were  baptized  by  the  mother  church, 
;  Eastwood  Free  Will  Baptist  Church  of 
Fayetteville,  North  Carolina. 

The  Victory  mission,  under  the  leader- 
1  ship  of  the  Rev.  Al  Markuson,  is  doing 
a  fine  job  in  leading  the  mission  in  be- 
coming an  active  part  of  the  denomina- 
tion. This  group  is  very  active  in  the 
Cape  Fear  youth  program.  You  are  re- 
quested and  urged  to  work  hard  and 
pray  for  the  Home  Missions  Department 
of  the  North  Carolina  State  Convention 
of  Original  Free  Will  Baptists.  The  de- 
partment needs  your  support.  Funds 
should  be  sent  to  the  Rev.  Taylor  Hill, 
secretary-treasurer,  1207  Arsenal  Ave- 
nue, Fayetteville,  North  Carolina  28305; 
telephone,  485-3980. 


WHICH  PLACE  WILL  YOU  TAKE? 

Doing  an  injury  puts  you  below  your 
enemy;  revenging  one  makes  you  but 
even  with  him;  forgiving  it  sets  you 
above  him— Benjamin  Franklin,  in  the 
Immanuel  Missionary. 


AT  THE  END  OF  DAY 

Mattie  Link 
Missionary  to  Mexico 

The  last  day  of  November  is  about  to 
end.  The  golden  sun  is  quickly  sinking 
over  the  distant  hills  of  Mexico,  casting 
a  yellow  glow  over  everything  it  touch- 
es. The  scene  is  more  glorious  than  the 
most  famous  painting  of  the  old  Dutch 
masters.    How  still  and  peaceful  it  is! 

Day  seems  to  be  lovingly  clinging  to 
each  of  its  precious  fleeting  moments. 
Even  nature  seems  to  catch  its  breath  at 
the  beauty  and  stillness  before  me. 

The  low  purring  of  a  tractor  is  heard 
as  a  part  of  a  great,  majestic  symphony. 
Vance  is  mowing  with  the  new  tractor, 
leaving  behind  him  a  trail  of  freshly  cut 
weeds  and  grass,  which  is  the  dusk  of 
evening  appear  smooth  and  velvety. 


A  sweet  melodic  sound  flows  through 
the  air  as  Mary  is  sitting  in  her  bed- 
room playing  her  flute.  The  notes  of 
song  dance  lightly  through  her  open  win- 
dow, swirling  merrily  through  the  bare 
branches  of  the  trees  and  riding  freely 
on  the  breeze. 

A  delicious  aroma  drifts  in  from  the 
kitchen,  reminding  me  that  the  food  I 
am  preparing  is  ready.  Soon  my  family 
will  gather  around  the  table  for  the  even- 
ing meal. 

Sparkling  laughter  and  voices  are 
heard.  Jodi  is  playing  with  little  Paul 
outside.  The  sounds  are  like  music  to 
my  soul.  They  too  are  enjoying  the 
fresh  air  and  their  last  opportunities  to 
play  outside  before  the  blanket  of  dark- 
ness settles  down. 

More  children's  voices,  accompanied 
by  the  shrill  little  voice  of  a  puppy  are 
heard.  Danny  and  Sharon  are  in  their 
front  yard  having  fun  with  a  playful  pet. 

The  atmosphere  of  happiness  is  felt. 
Inside,  everything  is  a  bright  golden  re- 
flection of  the  bright  beams  of  sunshine 
that  stream  through  the  windows.  Out- 
side the  shadows  of  the  trees  grow  long- 
er. 

In  the  distance,  piano  music  adds  its 
(continued  on  page  thirteen) 


Welcomed  Visitors  at  Mission  Institute 


Mrs.  Morell  Jones  Jr. 

Mrs.  Charlie  Harris  and  Mrs.  Morell 
Jones  Jr.  were  certainly  welcomed 
guests  at  the  Free  Will  Baptist  Bible 
Institute,  El  Paso,  Texas,  the  first  week 
in  October,  1973.  Mrs.  Harris,  mother 
of  Mrs.    Mattie   Link,   missionary  to 


and  Mrs.  Charlie  Harris 

Mexico,  and  Mrs.  Jones  are  members  of 
the  Dawson's  Grove  Free  Will  Baptist 
Church  near  Scotland  Neck,  North  Caro- 
lina. The  Links  really  enjoyed  having 
them  as  visitors  and  hope  they  will  be 
frequent  visitors. 
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MOUNT  OLIVE.  NORTH  CAROLINA 

MOUNT  OLIVE  COLLEGE  STUDIES  FOUR-YEAR 

FEASIBILITY 


"Free  Will  Baptists  have  every  right 
to  be  proud  of  Mount  Olive— a  college 
that  God  transformed  from  a  dream  into 
a  miracle.  The  College  is  not  yet  all  that 
any  of  us  wants  it  to  be,  but  it  is  the 
best  hope— and  perhaps  the  only  hope- 
that  the  Free  Will  Baptists  of  North 
Carolina  have  to  provide  Christian  high- 
er education  for  our  children.  Now 
doors  of  opportunity  are  opening  to  us 
for  educational  improvement,  physical 
development,  and  spiritual  enrichment; 
and,  we  believe  that  the  future  will  be 
limited  only  by  the  degree  of  dedication 
we  bring  to  it."  (From  Report  of  Mount 
Olive  College  to  the  North  Carolina  State 
Convention  of  Free  Will  Baptists,  1972.) 

Mount  Olive  College  is  now  in  the 
process  of  studying  the  feasibility  of  en- 
larging that  dream  of  a  two-year  col- 
lege program  into  a  four-year  program. 
From  various  quarters  of  the  Free  Will 
Baptist  people,  and  friends  of  Mount 
Olive  College,  there  has  been  continuing 
interest  in  the  College  moving  in  the  di- 
rection of  becoming  a  senior  college. 

Un  February  15,  1972,  in  a  session  of 
the  Board  of  Trustees  of  Mount  Olive 
College,  a  motion  was  made  and  passed: 
".  .  .  that  the  chairman  appoint  a  com- 
mittee to  study  the  feasibility  of  be- 
coming a  four-year  college.  The  chair- 
man asked  the  Executive  Committee  of 
the  Board  of  Directors  to  serve  with 
other  members  to  be  appointed  by  Presi- 
dent Raper  from  the  faculty,  alumni, 
students,  and  the  Mount  Olive  College 
Area  Foundation." 

On  November  22,  1973,  the  report  of 
the  committee  on  "Four-Year  College 
Status"  was  presented  to  the  Board  of 
Trustees  in  regular  session.  The  fol- 
lowing resolution  was  unanimously  ap- 
proved by  the  Board  of  Trustees  in  that 
session: 

"Whereas,  the  Board  of  Trustees  of 
Mount  Olive  College  on  February  15, 
1972,  authorized  the  appointment  of  a 
committee  to  study  the  feasibility  of 


Mount  Olive  becoming  a  four-year  col- 
lege,- and 

"Whereas,  the  committee  was  subse- 
quently appointed  and  its  report  has  to- 
day been  submitted  to  the  Board  of  Trus- 
tees;  and 

"Whereas,  the  contents  and  implica- 
tions of  the  report  require  both  inten- 
sive and  extensive  study,-  and 

"Whereas,  additional  and  specific  in- 
formation beyond  the  scope  of  the  pres- 
ent study  will  be  needed  as  the  basis  for 
an  informed  and  wise  decision,-  there- 
fore, be  it  resolved: 

"1.  That  the  Board  of  Trustees  accept 
the  report  as  the  basis  for  further  study; 

"2.  That  it  express  appreciation  to 
Chairman  Jamil  Shami  and  each  member 
of  the  committee  for  their  services,- 

"3.  That  the  work  of  the  present  com- 
mittee be  regarded  as  complete  and  that 
the  committee  be  dissolved; 

"4.  That  the  chairman  of  the  Board  of 
Trustees  and  the  president  of  the  Col- 
lege be  authorized  to  establish  pro- 
cedures and  appoint  appropriate  commit- 
tees to  report  to  the  board  such  informa- 
tion and  consideration  as  will  enable  the 
board  to  reach  an  informed  decision  rela- 
tive to  the  question  of  the  four-year 
status  for  Mount  Olive  College;  and 

"5.  That  the  chairman  of  the  board 
and  the  president  of  the  College  be  ask- 
ed to  call  the  board  into  special  session 
when  the  above  report  is  ready." 

In  order  for  the  above  resolution  to 
be  fulfilled,  it  is  both  essential  and  de- 
sirable that  Mount  Olive  College  hear 
the  voice  of  its  founding  and  sponsoring 
body,-  the  Free  Will  Baptist  Church. 

Area  information  meetings  along  con- 
ference lines  will  be  held  across  the 
state  in  the  month  of  January,  1974.  It 
is  vitally  important  that  ministers  and 
delegates  attend  these  area  meetings  to 
discuss  at  least  three  basic  considera- 
tions: 

1.  To  identify  advantages  of  a  four- 
year  college,- 


2.  To  identify  reasons  for  remaining/i 
a  two-year  college;  and 

3.  To  identify  reasons  for  choosing 
one  of  the  above  recommendations. 

All  information  meetings  will  be  at 
7:30  p.m.  at  the  following  places: 

First  Free  Will  Baptist  Church,  Ply- 
mouth, January  8. 

First  Free  Will  Baptist  Church,  Smith- 
field,  January  10. 

Marsh  Swamp  church,  Rock  Ridge, 
January  14. 

Casey's  Chapel  church,  Goldsboro, 
January  15. 

Reedy  Branch  church,  Winterville, 
January  17. 

Beulaville  Free  Will  Baptist  Church, 
Beulaville,  January  21. 

Saint  Mary's  church,  New  Bern,  Janu- 
ary 22. 

Oak  Grove  church,  Bladenboro,  Janu- 
ary 24. 

Alumni  of  Mount  Olive  College  are 
also  invited  to  these  area  information 
meetings.  It  is  important  that  their 
voice  be  heard  also. 

The  future  is  limited  only  by  those 
who  bring  limitation  to  it.  Your  attend- 
ance and  prayers  are  essential  as  God's 
guidance  is  seeked  in  the  weeks  ahead. 


The  Rural  Family  In 
Contemporary  Society 

by  Sidney  T.  Johnson 

Mount  Olive  College  is  cosponsoring  a 
special  program  for  the  Mount  Olive  area 
community  this  spring,  and  we  want  to 
be  sure  that  all  members  of  the  com- 
munity and  friends  of  the  college  know 
about  it. 

Beginning  Tuesday,  January  8,  and 
continuing  through  Tuesday,  March  12, 
we  are  presenting  in  the  auditorium  of 
our  downtown  campus  a  series  of  lec- 
tures and  discussions  on  the  rural  fam- 
ily in  contemporary  society.  Essentially, 
the  whole  program  will  focus  on  the  im- 
pact of  urbanization  on  the  family  unit 
and  the  extent  to  which  urbanization  af- 
fects the  life-style  and  value  orientation 
of  the  family.  Lectures  will  be  present- 
ed by  humanists  from  the  Mount  Olive 
College  faculty  and  from  nearby  univer- 
sities. 

Objectives  of  the  project  are  threefold: 
(1)  To  provide  through  the  eyes  of  the 
humanist  a  perspective  through  which 
persons  in  the  Mount  Olive  area  com- 
munity can  view  the  changes  affecting 
the  family  unit;  (2)  to  provide  cultural 
and  educational  enrichment  by  bringing 
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area  people  into  close  contact  with  hu- 
manists and  the  humanities;  and,  (3)  to 
make  programs  of  the  type  and  quality 
anticipated  easily  accessible  to  persons 
in  the  area. 

The  project  is  made  possible  through 
a  grant  to  the  College  from  the  North 
Carolina  Committee  for  Continuing  Edu- 
cation in  the  Humanities,  which,  for  the 
second  year,  is  funding  projects  related 
to  the  overall  theme,  "Traditions  in 
Transition:  The  impact  of  Urbanization 
in  North  Carolina  Communities." 

A  list  of  the  lectures  already  sche- 
duled which  will  be  held  on  a  Tuesday, 
at  7:30  p.m.,  will  give  you  some  idea  of 
the  type  of  programs  we  are  developing: 

January  8,  Mr.  Claude  Moore  of  the 
College  will  speak  on  the  topic,  "His- 
torical Highlights  of  Wayne  and  Duplin 
Counties." 

January  15,  Dr.  Bodo  Nischan  of  East 
Carolina  University  will  speak  on  the 
topic,  "Religious  Roots  of  Eastern  North 
Carolina." 

January  22,  Mr.  Richard  Walser  of  the 
North  Carolina  State  University  will 
speak  on  the  topic,  "The  Contribution  of 
Literature." 

January  29,  Dr.  Thomas  A.  Williams 
of  East  Carolina  University  will  speak  on 
the  topic,  "Tales  of  the  Tobacco  Coun- 
try." 

February  5,  Dr.  Jamil  Shami  of  the 
College  will  speak  on  the  topic,  "Urban- 
ization: A  Global  Perspective." 

March  12,  Dr.  Richard  A.  Stephenson 
of  East  Carolina  University  will  speak  on 
the  topic,  "Eastern  North  Carolina:  The 
Year  2000." 

Other  lectures  tentatively  scheduled 
will  feature  political  scientists,  sociolo- 
gists, and  psychologists  directing  their 
expertize  toward  interpretation  of 
changes  affecting  Eastern  North  Caro- 
lina. More  information  will  be  forth- 
coming as  additional  programs  are  sche- 
duled. 

Mount  Olive  College  is  pleased  to  have 
the  opportunity  to  serve  the  community 
in  this  way. 


GIFTS  TO  MO  YE 
LIBRARY 

Gifts  to  Moye  Library,  Mount  Olive 
College,  for  the  month  of  November, 
1973,  totaled  $258,  and  were  as  fol- 
lows: 

In  Memory  Of 

Mr.  J.  F.  Abrams  Jr.  by  Mrs.  C.  F. 
Abrams,  Middlesex,  North  Carolina. 


Mr.  Wiley  Deans  Boykin  by  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  James  B.  Hunt,  Lucama,  North  Caro- 
lina. 

Mrs.  Lela  Cherry  by  Ladies  Auxiliary, 
Corinth  Free  Will  Baptist  Church,  James- 
ville,  North  Carolina. 

Mr.  Woodrow  Cherry  by  Dr.  and  Mrs. 
W.  Burkette  Raper,  Mount  Olive,  North 
Carolina. 

Mrs.  Oscar  Lee  Erwin  and  Mrs.  Bea- 
trice Faircloth  by  Mrs.  Mary  Ida  Albrit- 
ton,  Snow  Hill,  North  Carolina. 

Mrs.  Mossett  L.  Flowers  by  Mr.  Gene 
B.  Mercer  and  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Robert  Mar- 
tin, Mount  Olive,  North  Carolina. 

Mrs.  Betty  Frizzell  by  Dr.  and  Mrs.  W. 
Burkette  Raper,  Mount  Olive,  North 
Carolina. 

Mrs.  Eudelle  Hatcher  by  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Doug  Connor,  Mount  Olive,  North  Caro- 
lina. 

Mr.  Luther  Howell  by  Sunday  School 
of  Pleasant  Grove  Free  Will  Baptist 
Church,  Pikeville,  North  Carolina. 

Mr.  Johnny  Johnson  by  Mrs.  Rom  Mal- 
lard, Trenton,  North  Carolina. 

Mr.  Edward  Lee  Jones  by  Dr.  and  Mrs. 
W.  Burkette  Raper,  Mount  Olive,  North 
Carolina,-  and  Mrs.  Mary  Ida  Albritton, 
Snow  Hill,  North  Carolina. 

Mr.  Foy  L.  Kennedy  by  Woman's  Aux- 
iliary of  Cabin  Free  Will  Baptist  Church, 
Beulaville,  North  Carolina. 

Mr.  Roy  Kennedy  by  Woman's  Aux- 
iliary of  Cabin  Free  Will  Baptist  Church, 
Beulaville,  North  Carolina. 

Janet  and  Ernie  Kessler  by  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Randall  Albertson,  Mount  Olive, 
North  Carolina. 

Mr.  Norwood  Lanier  by  Woman's  Aux- 
iliary of  Cabin  Free  Will  Baptist  Church, 
Beulaville,  North  Carolina. 

Mrs.  Clemmie  Hart  Loftin  by  Bethany 
Free  Will  Baptist  Church,  Winterville, 
North  Carolina. 

Mr.  Rom  W.  Mallard  by  Mrs.  Mary  Al- 
britton, Snow  Hill,  North  Carolina;  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Doug  Connor  and  Dr.  Hilda  Faye 
Owens,  Mount  Olive,  North  Carolina. 

Mrs.  Bertha  Martin  by  Greenmont,  In- 
corporated, Greenville,  South  Carolina,- 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Earl  Glenn,  Goldsboro, 
North  Carolina;  Dr.  Hilda  Faye  Owens, 
Mount  Olive,  North  Carolina,-  Misses  Ra- 
chel and  Curtis  Woods,  Greenville,  South 
Carolina,-  Dr.  and  Mrs.  W.  Burkette 
Raper,  Mount  Olive,  North  Carolina,-  Miss 
Leonora  Ivey,  Boston,  Georgia,-  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Jack  Carrere  and  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Doug 
Connor,  Mount  Olive,  North  Carolina,-  Mr. 
E.  Lee  Glover,  Silver  Springs,  Maryland. 

Mrs.  Janet  May  by  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Doug 
Connor,  Mount  Olive,  North  Carolina. 

Mr.  Lewis  I.  Mercer  by  Woman's  Aux- 


iliary of  Cabin  Free  Will  Baptist  Church, 
Beulaville,  North  Carolina. 

Mr.  Luke  S.  Nobles  by  Mrs.  Myrtle  J. 
Nobles,  Ayden,  North  Carolina. 

Mr.  Elmo  Price  by  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Ver- 
non J.  Daniels,  Arapahoe,  North  Caro- 
lina. 

The  Rev.  Benjamin  F.  Ringgold  by  Dr. 
and  Mrs.  W.  Burkette  Raper,  Mount 
Olive,  North  Carolina. 

Mr.  Dewey  Simpson  by  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Buck  Lamm,  Lucama,  North  Carolina. 

Mr.  Kermit  Standi  by  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Chester  R.  Radford,  Kenly,  North  Caro- 
lina. 

Mr.  McCoy  Summerlin  by  Dr.  and  Mrs. 
W.  Burkette  Raper  and  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Doug  Connor,  Mount  Olive,  North  Caro- 
lina. 

Mr.  Wilson  C.  Taylor  by  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
E.  L.  Hill,  Ayden,  North  Carolina. 


LETTER  TO  FWB 
MINISTERS 

(Note:  Ministers  who  did  not  receive  one 
should  pay  particular  attention  to  the 
following  letter.) 

To:  Ministers  of  the  Original  Free  Will 

Baptist  Church 
Subject:  "Ministers'  Widows'  Fund" 

Dear  Brother  Minister: 

The  Rev.  R.  L.  Norville,  one  of  our  par- 
ticipating ministers,  passed  away  De- 
cember 22,  1973.  His  amount  in  the 
fund  of  seven  hundred  dollars  ($700) 
has  been  sent  to  his  widow. 

Every  Free  Will  Baptist  minister  can 
and  should  participate  in  the  "Ministers' 
Widows'  Fund"  by  sending  ten  dollars 
($10)  now  to  the  Board  of  Superannua- 
tion. Thirty  days  are  allowed  for  you  to 
enroll  (for  those  receiving  a  letter  and 
an  enclosed  card),-  however,  the  board 
has  voted  to  keep  enrollment  open  per- 
petually. 

Please  send  your  ten  dollars  ($10)  as 
soon  as  possible  to  enroll  in  the  "Min- 
isters' Widows'  Fund."  It  could  be  your 
wife  who  would  need  this  money  next. 

Respectfully, 

Walter  Reynolds 

Director-Treasurer 

N.  C.  Board  of  Superannuation 


Guided  by  the  light  of  truth,  the  light 
of  freedom,  the  light  of  faith,  and  the 
light  of  love,  may  we  go  forward  to  the 
work  of  another  year  with  steadfastness 
and  confidence. 
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It  has  been  many  years  since  I  was 
principal  and  teacher  of  the  sixth  grade 
in  an  elementary  school  in  Georgia. 
There  is  one  memory,  however,  that  time 
has  not  erased.  At  the  time  the  inci- 
dent happened  it  seemed  insignificant, 
but  I  have  found  that  time  after  time  my 
mind  keeps  recalling  the  incident  of  that 
day. 

I  had  assigned  the  class  a  list  of  words 
that  they  were  to  look  up  in  the  diction- 
ary, learn  their  meaning,  learn  to  spell 
the  words,  and  use  them  in  sentences. 
If  you  know  anything  about  children, 
you  know  that  they  had  rather  ask  a 
question  than  look  up  something  in  the 
dictionary.  So  this  girl,  one  of  the  best 
students  in  the  class,  came  up  to  the 
desk  and  asked,  "Mr.  Cherry,  what  does 
the  word  progress  mean?" 

Without  giving  the  matter  any  thought, 
I  replied,  "It  means  to  go  forward." 

Later  that  day  when  we  were  having 
the  class,  I  asked  this  girl  to  read  the 
sentence  that  she  had  made  with  the 
word  progress.  Because  the  teacher  had 
told  her  the  meaning  of  the  word,  she 
confidently  read:  "The  car  progressed  in 
the  ditch." 

One  cannot  help  but  wonder  some- 
times if  much  of  our  progress  has  not 
been  like  that.  We  have  gone  forward, 
but  our  going  forward  has  only  man- 
aged to  get  us  into  trouble.  Like  the 
girl,  we  need  to  get  our  idea  of  progress 
corrected  and  realize  that  all  movement 
and  changes  are  not  progress. 

The  evolutionist  tell  us  that  naturally 
man  is  always  progressing  towards  a 
higher  level  of  life.  Can  you  look  around 
and  really  believe  this?  For  sure,  you 
cannot  study  God's  Word  and  believe  it 
and  accept  such  an  idea  of  progress. 
Progress  is  not  naturally  built  into  man 
so  that  the  passage  of  times  means  that 
he  is  making  progress. 

Progress  is  change,  but  with  a  definite 
purpose.  Progress  is  movement,  but  it 
is  movement  toward  a  goal.  Any  devia- 
tion in  our  movement  toward  the  goal 
cannot  rightly  be  called  progress.  We 


CHILDREN'S  HOME 

(continued  from  page  five) 

Mt.  Zion  (Pamlico) 
Mt.  Zion  (Onslow) 
New  Bethlehem 
New  Haven 
Northeast 
Oak  Grove 
Oriental 

Pearsall's  Chapel 
Pilgrim's  Rest 
Pilgrim's  Home 
Piney  Grove 
Reunion  Chapel 
Rock  of  Zion 
Rooty  Branch 
Saint's  Delight 
Smith's  New  Home 
Smyrna 
Sneads  Ferry 
Spring  Hope 
St.  Mary's 
Trent 
Vanceboro 
Warsaw 

Whaley's  Chapel 

White  Hill 

White  Oak  Grove 

Wildwood 

Wintergreen 

Woodington 

Woodrow 

Pee  Dee  Association 

Beaver  Dam 
Cypress  Creek 
Emerson 
Mt.  Olive 

Pee  Dee  Auxiliary  Convention 
Union  No.  1 
Oak  Grove 
White  Oak 

Piedmont  Conference 

Bethany 
Christ 

Hearon  Circle 

High  Point 

House  of  Prayer 

Piedmont  Auxiliary  Convention 

Rockfish  Conference 

Hickory  Grove 
Mt.  Moriah 
Sandy  Grove 

Western  Conference 

Calvary 
Elwood  Lane 
Flood's  Chapel 
Fremont 


should  be  careful  that  we  do  not  "pro- 
gress into  the  ditch." 


Free  Union 
Holly  Springs 
Kenly 

Memorial  Chapel 

Milbournie 

Mt.  Zion  (Nash) 

Western  Auxiliary  Convention 

First  Sunday  School  Convention 

First  Union 

New  Sandy  Hill 

People's  Chapel 

Piney  Grove  (Johnston) 

Pleasant  Plain 

Rock  Springs 

Selma 

Spring  Hill 

Stoney  Creek 

Stony  Hill 

Union  Chapel 

Union  Grove 

Unity 

Watson's  Grove 
Wilson 

Other  Religious  Donations 

New  Hope  Church 
Watkins'  Community  Mission 
North  Carolina  State  Auxiliary  Con- 
vention 


In  Memory  of  Mr.  W. 
W.  Silverthorne 

A  little  over  ten  months  ago,  on  Feb- 
ruary 10,  1973,  my  dear  husband,  W. 
W.  Silverthorne,  left  us  to  go  to  his 
home  above. 

He  was  a  long  time  member  and  dea- 
con of  Bethel  Free  Will  Baptist  Church, 
Pamlico  County,  North  Carolina.  He 
loved  his  church  with  all  his  heart  and 
sought  to  do  its  work.  His  pew  is  now 
filled  by  someone  else  who  is  reaching 
for  the  same  goal. 

His  memories  are  with  us  still, 
As  you  can  plainly  see,- 
But  we  know  he's  in  a  better  place, 
His  Master  to  see  face-to-face. 

Dear  beloved,  we  miss  you  still, 
And  I  guess  we  always  will; 
But  God  knew  best  and  took  you  home, 
Leaving  us  with  memories  and  all  alone. 

Dear  one,  you  are  always  with  us 
If  only  in  heart  and  in  mind; 
But  someday  we  will  meet  you  in  heaven 
When  God  calls  out  our  time. 

Written  by  his  wife, 

Bertha  Silverthorne 
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QUESTIONS 
BIBLE  ANSWERS 

Conducted  by  J.  P.  BARROW 
Route  1,  Box  475,  LaGrange,  North  Carolina  28551 


Question:  Do  one's  troubles  increase 
as  he  grows  closer  to  Christ  and  obeys 
Him  in  a  continued  increasing  degree? 

Answer:  In  many  cases  in  the  Bible 
God  has  found  obedient  servants  suffi- 
ciently established  in  their  faith,  loyalty, 
and  love  to  Him  to  use  them  as  examples 
to  show  a  lost  world  that  God's  keeping 
power  is  sufficient  under  all  difficult 
and  trying  circumstances.  Job  is  a  good 
example  of  this  truth.  In  Job  1  Satan, 
with  the  other  sons  of  God,  is  pictured 
in  a  scheduled  meeting  with  God  in 
which  God  challenges  Satan  concerning 
the  loyalty  and  integrity  of  Job  whom 
He  calls  His  servant.  Oh!  that  we  might 
be  worthy  to  be  referred  to  by  God  as 
His  servant,  like  Job  was,  when  God 
permitted  Satan  unusual  power  and 
privileges  in  behalf  of  the  destruction 
of  this  true  servant  of  God.  (Read  Job 
1:6-22,  also  the  second  chapter  of  Job.) 

"There  was  a  man  in  the  land  of  Uz, 
whose  name  was  Job;  and  that  man  was 
perfect  and  upright,  and  one  that  feared 
God,  and  eschewed  evil.  .  .  .  Now  there 
was  a  day  when  the  sons  of  God  came 
to  present  themselves  before  the  LORD, 
and  Satan  came  also  among  them.  .  .  . 
And  the  LORD  said  unto  Satan,  Hast  thou 
considered  my  servant  Job,  that  there 
is  none  like  him  in  the  earth,  a  perfect 
and  an  upright  man,  one  that  feareth 
God,  and  escheweth  evil?  Then  Satan 
answered  the  LORD,  and  said,  Doth  Job 
fear  God  for  nought?  Hast  not  thou 
made  an  hedge  about  him,  and  about  his 
house,  and  about  all  that  he  hath  on 
every  side?  thou  hast  blessed  the  work 
of  his  hands,  and  his  substance  is  in- 
creased in  the  land.  But  put  forth  thine 
hand  now,  and  touch  all  that  he  hath, 
and  he  will  curse  thee  to  thy  face.  And 
the  LORD  said  unto  Satan,  Behold,  all 
that  he  hath  is  in  thy  power;  only  upon 
himself  put  not  forth  thine  hand.  So 
Satan  went  forth  from  the  presence  of 
the  LORD.  .  .  .  Then  Job  arose,  and  rent 
his  mantle,  and  shaved  his  head,  and 
fell  down  upon  the  ground,  and  wor- 


shipped, And  said,  Naked  came  I  out  of 
my  mother's  womb,  and  naked  shall  I 
return  thither:  the  LORD  gave,  and  the 
LORD  hath  taken  away,-  blessed  be  the 
name  of  the  LORD.  In  all  this  Job  sin- 
ned not,  nor  charged  God  foolishly" 
(Job  1:1,  6,  8-12,  20-22). 

The  other  verses  in  Job  1  tell  how 
God  allowed  Satan  to  bring  one  disas- 
trous event  after  another  upon  Job  until 
he  was  left  without  any  property  and 
with  all  of  his  children  dead.  Nothing 
but  Job  and  a  disagreeable  wife  was 
left.  (See  Job  1:1,  6,  9,  10  quoted 
above.) 

"His  substance  also  was  seven  thou- 
sand sheep,  and  three  thousand  camels, 
and  five  hundred  yoke  of  oxen,  and  five 
hundred  she  asses,  and  a  very  great 
household;  so  that  this  man  was  the 
greatest  of  all  the  men  of  the  east.  And 
his  sons  went  and  feasted  in  their  houses, 
every  one  his  day;  and  sent  and  called 
for  their  three  sisters  to  eat  and  to  drink 
with  them.  And  it  was  so,  when  the 
days  of  their  feasting  were  gone  about, 
that  Job  sent  and  sanctified  them,  and 
rose  up  early  in  the  morning,  and  offer- 
ed burnt  offerings  according  to  the  num- 
ber of  them  all:  for  Job  said,  It  may  be 
that  my  sons  have  sinned,  and  cursed 
God  in  their  hearts.  Thus  did  Job  con- 
tinually" (Job  1:3-5);  "And  the  LORD 
said  unto  Satan,  Whence  comest  thou? 
Then  Satan  answered  the  LORD,  and 
said,  From  going  to  and  fro  in  the  earth, 
and  from  walking  up  and  down  in  it" 
(Job  1:7). 

In  the  following  chapters  of  Job  God 
allows  Satan  to  afflict  Job's  body  in  a 
malady  unparalleled  in  any  report  I  have 
read  in  the  literature  of  any  nation,-  yet, 
Job  refuses  to  curse  God  or  reject  Him 
as  His  God.  The  more  severe  the  malady 
from  Satan  the  more  firm  Job  professed 
to  be  in  his  faith. 

"My  flesh  is  clothed  with  worms  and 
clods  of  dust;  my  skin  is  broken,  and 
become  loathsome.  .  .  .  When  I  say,  My 
bed  shall  comfort  me,  my  couch  shall 


ease  my  complaint;  Then  thou  scarest  me 
with  dreams,  and  terrifiest  me  through 
visions:  So  that  my  soul  chooseth  strang- 
ling, and  death  rather  than  my  life"  (Job 
7:5,  13-15);  "Hear  now  my  reasoning, 
and  hearken  to  the  pleadings  of  my  lips. 
.  .  .  Though  he  slay  me,  yet  will  I  trust 
in  him:  but  I  will  maintain  mine  own 
ways  before  him.  He  also  shall  be  my 
salvation:  for  an  hypocrite  shall  not 
come  before  him"  (Job  13:6,  15,  16); 
"For  I  know  that  my  redeemer  liveth, 
and  that  he  shall  stand  at  the  latter  day 
upon  the  earth:  And  though  after  my 
skin  worms  destroy  this  body,  yet  in  my 
flesh  shall  I  see  God"  (Job  19:25,  26); 
"They  are  of  those  that  rebel  against 
the  light;  they  know  not  the  ways  there- 
of, nor  abide  in  the  paths  thereof"  (Job 
24:13),-  "My  righteousness  I  hold  fast, 
and  will  not  let  it  go:  my  heart  shall  not 
reproach  me  so  long  as  I  live"  (Job  27: 
6);  "And  unto  man  he  said,  Behold,  the 
fear  of  the  Lord,  that  is  wisdom;  and  to 
depart  from  evil  is  understanding"  (Job 
28:28);  "Then  Job  answered  the  LORD, 
and  said,  I  know  that  thou  canst  do 
every  thing,  and  that  no  thought  can  be 
withholden  from  thee.  ...  So  the  LORD 
blessed  the  latter  end  of  Job  more  than 
his  beginning:  for  he  had  fourteen 
thousand  sheep,  and  six  thousand  cam- 
els, and  a  thousand  yoke  of  oxen,  and  a 
thousand  she  asses.  He  had  also  seven 
sons  and  three  daughters.  .  .  .  After  this 
lived  Job  an  hundred  and  forty  years, 
and  saw  his  sons,  and  his  sons'  sons, 
even  four  generations.  So  Job  died,  be- 
ing old  and  full  of  days"  (Job  42:1,  2, 
12,  13,  16,  17). 

So  this  all  proves  that  not  only  did 
God  allow  Job  to  be  severely  tested,  but 
so  as  to  prove  to  him  that  in  this  test- 
ing God  was  causing  to  be  worked  out 
a  "more  sure  way  of  salvation."  It 
teaches  us  that  what  God  tells  us  in  the 
New  Testament  concerning  His  ways  and 
the  reason  for  these  ways  being  to  pre- 
pare us  for  that  which  He  has  prepared 
for  us.  In  the  New  Testament  we  are 
taught,  "There  hath  no  temptation  taken 
you  but  such  as  is  common  to  man:  but 
God  is  faithful,  who  will  not  suffer  you 
to  be  tempted  above  that  ye  are  able; 
but  will  with  the  temptation  also  make 
a  way  to  escape,  that  ye  may  be  able  to 
bear  it"  (1  Corinthians  10:13). 

It  was  not  until  after  Christ  had  al- 
lowed His  followers  to  be  severely  test- 
ed while  they  remained  faithful  that  He 
allowed  the  devil  to  influence  those 
committed  to  the  evil  one  to  take  the 
lives  of  His  followers.  Stephen,  one  of 
(continued  on  page  fifteen) 
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STORIES 

for  our  youth 


LARRY  KEEPS  HIS 
PART  OF  THE 
BARGAIN 

by  Matilda  Nordtvedt 

1 1  ARRY'S  heart  pounded  furiously  as 
U  he  jabbed  his  fork  into  the  apple 
pie.  He  had  better  ask  Dad  now  and 
get  it  over  with.  He  looked  across  the 
table  at  the  large  man  who  was  his 
father. 

"Dad,  may  I  go  to  Christ's  Crusaders 
at  church  tonight?  We  make  things  and 
learn  things  and—" 

Mr.  Kirby  did  not  let  Larry  finish  his 
sentence.  He  banged  his  fist  down  on 
the  table.  "No!  I've  told  you  before 
that  you're  not  going  to  church  any 
more.  And  that's  final  I  There's  noth- 
ing to  religion,  and  I'm  not  having  a 
son  of  mine  being  associated  with  it. 
You  hear  me?" 

Larry  nodded,  gulping  hard  to  keep 
back  the  tears.  How  could  Dad  say 
there  was  nothing  to  religion?  Why, 
before  Larry  had  believed  in  Jesus  and 
received  Him  as  his  Saviour,  he  had 
been  the  worst  boy  in  town.  But  Jesus 
had  changed  him.  He  wasn't  disobedient 
and  sneaky  any  more  as  he  had  been. 

Mr.  Kirby  stormed  on  about  the  hypo- 
crites in  the  church  until  the  meal  was 
over.  Larry  was  glad  to  slip  away  to  his 
room  by  himself.  If  only  Dad  would  let 
him  go.  He  had  been  elected  president, 
and  everyone  would  be  expecting  him. 
He  had  not  dared  to  tell  Dad  that. 

Faintly  Larry  heard  the  phone  ring. 
A  few  minutes  later  his  father  appeared 
at  the  foot  of  the  stairs.  "Your  mother 
and  I  are  going  to  a  party.  You  stay 
right  here  and  take  care  of  things."  He 
slammed  the  door  shut. 

Larry  waited  until  the  car  had  backed 


out  of  the  driveway  and  zoomed  away. 
Slowly  he  shuffled  down  the  stairs  and 
wandered  through  the  empty  house. 

Dad  and  Mom  will  be  gone  all  even- 
ing, he  muttered  to  himself.  Why  can't 
I  go,  too?  Suddenly  he  brightened.  Why 
can't  I?  He  thought  excitedly.  They 
won't  be  back  until  after  midnight,  and 
Christ's  Crusaders  just  lasts  an  hour  and 
a  half!  They  will  never  know  the  dif- 
ference! 

The  bright  smile  faded  from  Larry's 
face  as  quickly  as  it  had  come.  He  shook 
his  head  and  sank  into  a  chair.  No,  be- 
ing sneaky  and  disobedient  were  part  of 
his  life  before  he  turned  himself  over  to 
Jesus.  He  couldn't  act  like  that  now. 
Jesus  wouldn't  want  him  to. 

What  was  that  verse  he  had  learned 
at  Christ's  Crusaders  last  week?  "If  ye 
abide  in  me,  and  my  words  abide  in  you, 
ye  shall  ask  what  ye  will,  and  it  shall  be 
done  unto  you"  (John  15:7).  Mr.  Woods 
said  that  meant  disobedience  to  God  and 
parents. 

"O.K.,  Jesus,"  Larry  murmured.  "I'll 
stay  home  like  Dad  ordered  and  keep 
my  part  of  the  bargain.  But  please, 
God,  make  Dad  change  his  mind  about 
my  going  to  church." 

Larry  ambled  into  the  kitchen  and  fix- 
ed himself  a  bowl  of  his  favorite  cereal. 
Propping  his  new  library  book  on  the 
table  in  front  of  him,  he  read  while  he 
ate.  Suddenly  he  looked  up  and  sniff- 
ed.   Did  he  smell  smoke? 

Just  because  I'm  reading  about  a  fire 
in  my  book,  I  imagine  I  smell  smoke,  he 
mused.  He  laughed  at  himself  and  con- 
tinued his  story.  Soon  he  looked  up 
again.  "That  smell  is  more  than  imagi- 
nation!" he  exclaimed  aloud. 

Flinging  down  the  book,  Larry  ran 
about  the  house  sniffing.  His  nose  led 
him  to  the  basement.  Sure  enough, 
smoke  was  pouring  out  of  the  west  wall 
where  all  the  wires  were. 

His  heart  pounded  furiously.  Larry 


ran  for  the  phone,  dialing  the  fire  de- 
partment witn  trembling  fingers. 

"We'll  be  right  tnere,"  the  man  at  the 
firehouse  said  briskly  and  clicked  down 
the  receiver. 

Larry  looked  about  him  wildly  for  a 
minute.  What  should  he  do?  Tne  smoke 
was  coming  up  the  stairs  now.  He  shut 
the  kitcnen  door,  then  ran  into  his  par- 
ents' bedroom.  He  knew  Dad  had  im- 
portant papers  in  the  desk.  He  pulled 
out  the  top  drawer  and  ran  out  of  the 
house  with  it.  He  had  just  deposited 
it  on  the  front  lawn  when  two  fire 
trucks  roared  up. 

In  the  confusion  that  followed,  Larry 
did  not  notice  that  his  parents  had  re- 
turned until  his  father  put  his  arm 
around  his  shoulder. 

"I  think  they've  got  it  licked  now,  son. 
Good  thing  you  were  home  taking  care 
of  things  or  the  whole  house  would  have 
burned  down." 

"I  was  afraid  it  might,"  answered  Lar- 
ry shakily.  "I  took  your  top  desk  draw- 
er outside.  I  was  going  to  drag  out 
more  stuff,  but  I  got  so  excited  when 
the  firemen  came  I  forgot  all  about  it." 

Mr.  Kirby  patted  his  son's  shoulder 
clumsily.  "You  did  right,  Larry.  Don't 
worry.  Everything's  going  to  be  all 
right." 

At  last  the  firemen  were  satisfied  that 
the  fire  was  out. 

"It  could  have  been  much  worse,  much 
worse,"  rumbled  Mr.  Kirby,  surveying 
the  blackened  basement  wall.  "Our  in- 
surance will  fix  it  up.  Now,  if  the  whole 
house  had  gone— that  would  have  been 
another  matter." 

"Wouldn't  it  have  been  terrible?" 
agreed  Larry's  mother  tearfully.  "If  it 
hadn't  been  for  Larry—"  she  turned  and 
gave  the  boy  a  hug. 

"I  fully  expected  Larry  to  go  out  to- 
night to  that  church  affair.  He  never 
used  to  obey  me  when  he  could  get  away 
with  it." 

Larry  strained  to  hear  his  mother's 
answer,  but  he  couldn't  make  it  out. 

"Church,  you  say?"  boomed  his  fa- 
ther. "Do  you  think  that's  what  chang- 
ed him?  Well,  maybe  so.  Maybe  I 
should  let  him  go  after  all." 

Larry  bounded  up  the  stairs  two  at  a 
time,  his  heart  pounding  for  joy.  He 
knew  all  along  that  if  he  kept  his  part 
of  the  bargain,  God  would  keep  His! — 
Selected. 


The  path  into  the  New  Year  is  aglow 
with  opportunity  to  work  for  Christ. 
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(continued  from  page  seven) 

joyous  tones  to  the  sounds  of  the  end  of 
the  day.  Ruth  is  at  the  piano  in  the 
chapel.  Mrs.  Timmons  hurries  up  the 
hill  with  a  basketful  of  clean  sheets  that 
were  used  this  week  in  the  dormitory. 
Beth  is  probably  lending  a  helping  hand 
in  their  kitchen. 

From  the  shadows  of  the  reeds,  a 
youthful  figure  and  a  lamb  appear.  Jim- 
my is  walking  his  lamb  while  it  is  yet 
day  to  give  the  animal  the  needed  exer- 
cise. 

Beyond  those  hills  of  Mexico,  Bro. 
Timmons  is  visiting  with  some  of  our 
native  workers. 

The  sun  is  slipping— almost  gone.  How 
absolutely  beautiful!  How  peaceful  and 
serene  I  As  I  pause  for  a  few  moments 
at  our  back  door,  my  heart  swells  with 
gratitude  to  God.  I  have  seen  His  won- 
derful handiwork  and  humbly  I  join  na- 
ture in  praising  our  Creator. 


"Thou  shalt  call  his  name  JESUS:  for 
he  shall  save  his  people  from  their  sins" 
(Matthew  1:21). 


New  Growth 


BY  MRS.  ROYCE  MATTHEWS  M 

Homecoming— when  once  each  year  we 
lay  aside  our  regular  Sunday  routine  for 
all  day  fellowship  in  the  house  of  the 
Lord.  It  begins  in  the  morning  with 
Sunday  school,  goes  through  the  worship 
service,  and  into  late  afternoon  with 
music  that  thrills  the  soul. 

And  with  each  homecoming  comes  the 
realization  of  another  homecoming  one 
day  in  another  place.  The  final  one, 
when  God  releases  us  from  the  clutches 
of  time  and  space. 

Oh,  what  a  homecoming  that  will  be! 
All  God's  people  from  all  ages  will  gath- 
er in  one  place  at  one  time! 

"We  all  had  our  whales,  didn't  we, 
Jonah?"  I'll  ask.  "The  times  we  tried 
to  hide." 

"And,  Daniel,  we  had  our  fiery  fur- 
naces, too.  But,  like  the  three  Hebrew 
lads,  the  fourth  Man  was  always  with 
us." 

Then,  I'll  meet  a  wee  little  man.  "You 


don't  know  me,  but  I  know  you,"  I'll 
say.  "You're  Zacchaeus.  Our  cherubs 
sang  about  your  meeting  with  Jesus  all 
the  time." 

Then  he'll  gather  all  the  cherubs 
around.  They'll  sing  their  song.  A  tear 
will  trickle  down  his  cheek  as  he  says, 
"I'm  so  glad  the  Lord  could  use  some- 
thing in  my  life  for  His  glory." 

I'll  see  Paul,  that  great  lion  of  God. 
"Thank  you,  Paul,  your  letters  helped 
me  through  many  valleys." 

We  will  hear  a  gentle  voice  behind  us. 
We'll  turn  around  and  there  will  be 
standing  Jesus,  so  close  that  we'll  reach 
out  and  touch  His  cheek. 

Then  we'll  all  gather  around  the  table. 

Father  will  be  sitting  at  the  head  of 
the  table  with  Jesus  on  his  right.  Jesus 
will  stand,  take  the  bread  and  break  it. 
"Take  it  and  eat,"  He  will  command. 

"But  we're  not  worthy,"  we'll  object. 

"Children,  children,"  He'll  reprove,  "do 
you  still  not  realize  that  my  journey  to 
the  Cross  made  you  kings?  Have  you 
not  listened?" 

Then  we'll  be  happy  as  we  eat  of  that 
famous  marriage  feast. 

Jesus  will  look  at  Father  who  is  smil- 
ing, and  His  smile  will  get  a  little  broad- 
er and  His  love  will  radiate  a  little  warm- 
er. 

We'll  join  hands  and  sing  "Bless  Be 
the  Tie,"  but  we  won't  have  to  end  the 
service  and  go  home,  we  will  be  home. 


I  WISH  THEE  JOY 

I  wish  thee  joy,  much  joy,  around  this 
season! 

Not  "joys"  but  joy— deep  and  strong  and 
true,- 

Joy,  inward  joy,  since  surely  heart  hath 
reason 

To  taste  much  joy  where  He  hath  made 
things  new. 

I  wish  thee  joy— the  joy  of  sins  forgiven; 
The  joy  which  comes  from  having  Christ 
as  thine,- 

The  joy  of  knowing  after  earth  comes 
heaven— 

For  evermore— the  Father's  house  divine. 

—J.  Danson  Smith. 


This  is  Christmas:  not  the  tinsel,  not 
the  giving  and  receiving,  not  even  the 
carols,  but  the  humble  heart  that  re- 
ceives anew  the  wondrous  gift,  the 
Christ.— Frank  McKibben. 


Missionary  Link  Demonstrates  Folding  Machine 


Paul,  with  Father,  the  Rev.  Vance  Link 


father,  the  Rev.  Vance  Link,  missionary 
to  Mexico,  demonstrates  the  speed  and 
efficiency  of  the  newly  purchased  fold- 
ing machine.  The  machine  was  bought 
with  funds  donated  by  the  Free  Will  Bap- 
tist North  Carolina  League  Convention. 
This  folding  machine  will  be  of  tremen- 


dous help  in  the  folding  of  the  newslet- 
ters which  previously  took  from  two  and 
one-half  to  three  hours  to  fold.  With 
the  new  machine  the  folding  time  will 
be  less  than  thirty  minutes. 

So  to  the  state  leaguers,  "Muchas 
Gracias." 
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ST.  CLAIRE  BIBLE  CLAS^T) 

THE  SUNDAY  tC;?J± 
SCHOOL  LESSON^ 


LIGHT  FOR  THE  BLIND 

Lesson  Text:  John  9:1-7,  35-41 
Memory  Verse:  John  8:12 

I.  INTRODUCTION 

Today's  lesson  completes  a  trilogy  of 
lessons  on  the  value  of  Christ's  ministry 
in  human  life.  Two  Sundays  ago  we 
saw  Him  as  the  Water  of  Life;  last  Sun- 
day, as  the  Bread  of  Life,-  and  today,  as 
Light  for  the  blind.  Water  and  bread 
are  the  basic  ingredients  for  the  sus- 
tenance of  human  life,  and  sight  or 
vision  is  perhaps  the  most  preferred  of 
the  five  basic  senses  of  the  human  body. 
This  trilogy  of  lessons  shows  us  how  im- 
portant Jesus  is  in  every  human  life. 

The  blindness  we  speak  of  is  twofold: 
(1)  the  physical  blindness  of  the  person 
whose  eyes  have  failed  him  or  of  one 
who,  as  the  man  in  our  story  today,  has 
never  known  sight;  and  (2)  the  spiritual 
blindness  that  the  darkness  of  sin  brings. 
Jesus  Christ  has  power  over  both  kinds 
of  blindness. 

We  read  in  the  New  Testament  that 
He  gave  physical  sight  to  men  on  three 
occasions.  On  many  more  occasions  He 
gave  spiritual  light  to  men.  If  we  have 
been  saved  by  His  precious  blood,  we  en- 
joy the  visions  our  spiritual  eyes  behold. 
This  same  condition  can  be  enjoyed  by 
one  who  has  never  known  physical  sight. 
Actually,  it  may  be  very  possible  that 
such  a  person  can  enjoy  spiritual  sight 
far  better  than  we  who  have  physical 
sight.  He  has  to  accept  many  things  by 
a  faith  that  does  not  exist  for  one  who 
has  sight.— The  Bible  Student  (F.W.B.). 

II.  HINTS  THAT  HELP 

A.  Light  is  no  good  to  those  who  can- 
not see.  So  after  declaring  that  He  is 
the  Light  of  the  world,  Jesus  showed 
that  He  could  communicate  the  ability 
to  use  that  light  to  men  by  opening  their 
eyes. 

B.  The  Bible  is  a  marvelous  book;  it 
is  the  product  of  the  mind  of  God.  This 
is  why  men  with  their  finite  minds  can- 
not understand  it.    We  must  learn  to 


trust  God  to  open  our  eyes  that  we  may 
see  what  He  has  for  us  in  the  book. 

C.  Men  are  born  with  the  seeds  of 
their  own  destruction  within  them.  They 
do  not  have  to  wait  until  they  are  old 
enough  to  sin  to  be  lost.  As  soon  as 
they  are  capable  of  realizing  their  con- 
dition they  are  lost  already. 

D.  There  was  no  healing  virtue  in  the 
spittle  that  Jesus  made  for  the  blind 
man.  The  healing  virtue  was  in  the  fact 
that  the  man  obeyed  the  Lord.  What 
great  healing  there  is  in  obedience! 

E.  The  Pharisees  felt  that  they  had  all 
the  wisdom  that  one  could  possibly  get. 
Yet  Jesus  condemned  them.  There  is  no 
real  wisdom  that  does  not  come  from 
God.-The  Bible  Teacher  (F.W.B.). 

III.  ADDITIONAL  TRUTHS 

A.  Last  week's  lesson  had  its  setting 
beside  the  Sea  of  Galilee.  The  time  was 
shortly  before  the  springtime  Feast  of 
Passover.  That  Passover  was  about  two 
years  after  Jesus  began  His  ministry, 
and  one  year  before  He  was  crucified. 

For  this  week's  lesson  we  move  to  the 
following  fall,  between  the  October 
Feast  of  Tabernacles  and  the  December 
Feast  of  Dedication  (John  7:2;  10:22). 
Jesus  then  was  teaching  in  Jerusalem. 

In  Galilee  Jesus  faced  the  Zealots  who 
were  eager  for  Jewish  independence. 
When  He  refused  to  join  them  in  plot- 
ting revolt,  many  of  them  turned  away 
from  Him  (John  6:66).  But  in  Jerusalem 
He  faced  more  deadly  opposition.  There 
His  adversaries  were  men  of  the  ruling 
class,  Jews  who  collaborated  with  the 
Roman  government  and  held  positions  of 
authority  under  its  domination.  These 
men  thought  Jesus  was  a  threat  to  their 
positions  and  power.  They  were  deter- 
mined to  get  rid  of  Him,  whether  by  legal 
execution  or  by  assassination.  In  the 
end  of  John  8  we  read  that  they  picked 
up  stones  to  stone  Him  as  He  was  teach- 
ing in  the  temple,  but  Jesus  moved  away 
through  the  crowd.  —  Standard  Lessen 
Commentary. 

B.  The  Only  Fitness  Needed:  An  aged 
saint  told  the  writer  that  as  a  young 


girl,  aroused  and  anxious  about  her 
spiritual  condition,  she  picked  up  from 
the  pavement  a  page  from  the  hymn- 
book  and  read  this  verse: 

Let  not  your  conscience  make  you  linger 
Nor  of  fitness  fondly  dream; 

All  the  fitness  He  requireth 
Is  to  feel  your  need  of  Him. 
She  saw,  believed,  and  was  saved  on 

the  spot.— The  King's  Business. 

C.  The  writer  held  revival  in  a  church 
which  had  a  number  of  blind  persons, 
some  with  Seeing  Eye  dogs.  It  was  a 
strange  experience  to  speak  to  people 
who  could  not  see  and  talk  about  the 
Light  of  the  world.  Do  our  messages 
have  something  to  say  to  the  blind,  tne 
deaf,  and  the  crippled  today?  Is  there 
some  word  of  comfort  or  consolation 
that  is  real  and  meaningful?  The  Old 
Testament  prophet  said,  "I  sat  where 
they  sat."  Would  our  preaching  and 
teaching  be  better  if  we  did  this  more 
often?— C.  F.  Bowen. 

D.  "The  summer  before  his  senior  year 
at  Bellaire  High  in  Houston,  Texas,  Fred 
Byrd  dived  off  an  embankment  and  hit 
a  rock  at  the  bottom  of  the  pool.  He 
was  instantly  paralyzed  from  his  neck 
down. 

"His  friends  managed  to  save  his  life. 
He  had  been  in  the  hospital  several 
weeks  when  my  sister,  at  that  time  a 
volunteer  nurse,  told  me  of  him.  From 
her  I  found  out  that  Fred  was  an  excep- 
tional young  man.  At  Bellaire  he  had 
become  an  outstanding  athlete,  was  a 
member  of  the  National  Honor  Society, 
and  the  president  of  his  class. 

"When  I  visited  Fred  in  the  hospital, 
I  soon  discovered  why  he  was  far  from 
ordinary.  Although  he  couldn't  move  a 
muscle  from  his  neck  down,  he  was  keep- 
ing up  with  his  school  work.  As  he  read, 
which  was  made  possible  by  someone 
turning  the  pages  of  the  book  placed  on 
a  special  stand  over  his  chest,  Fred 
would  tell  another  assistant  the  answers 
to  the  questions  in  the  assignment. 

"We  talked  for  awhile  and  had  prayer. 
As  I  walked  out  of  his  room,  i  told  Fred 
that  I'd  be  praying  for  him  and  would 
visit  him  again  when  possible. 

"I'll  never  forget  his  answer.  He  J 
could  have  sneered,  'Won't  do  any  good. 
I'll  never  get  over  this.'  Or  he  could 
have  complained,  'Why  did  this  happen 
to  me?  Why  couldn't  it  have  happened 
to  some  hood,  to  someone  who  didn't 
like  school,  a  troublemaker?  Why  mew 
Wasn't  I  trying  hard  enough  to  succeed1! 
Didn't  I  have  a  promising  future' 
(continued  on  page  fifteen) 
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Editorial... 

(continued  from  page  two) 

for  the  most  part  we  can  make  life  bet- 
ter for  ourselves  and  for  those  around  us 
by  inclining  ourselves  more  toward  love 
and  the  brotherhood  of  man.  We  may 
not  have  the  propensity  to  dispell  all 
prejudice,  but  we  can  at  least  regard  our 
neighbor  in  a  better  light,  affording  for 
him  the  same  rights  to  have  within  his 
nature  faults  that  we  ourselves  possess 
to  the  maximum.  At  the  same  time,  we 
can  concentrate  upon  removing  many  of 
our  unfavorable  traits  by  diligent  ef- 
fort. .  .  . 

What  will  it  bring— this  new  year? 
More  Christianity,  hopefully— more  of  all 
things  bright  and  beautiful— more  love 
and  less  hate. 

What  will  it  bring— this  new  year? 
You  decide.  As  for  this  writer,  he  feels 
this  way: 

How  be  it  so? 

I  have  the  choice  to  live  or  die, 
And  in  my  hands  I  hold  the  tools 

To  make  life  good  or  to  make  it  bad. 


Questions  &  Answers 

(continued  from  page  eleven) 

the  first  seven  deacons,  was  stoned  to 
death,  but  not  until  he  had  sufficient 
strength  in  his  Christian  faith  and  love 
if  or  his  enemies,  who  are  God's  enemies, 
jto  pray  for  them  and  their  forgiveness. 
{Note  here  what  God's  Word  says  of 
{Stephen  and  his  murderers:  "But  he,  be- 
jing  full  of  the  Holy  Ghost,  looked  up 
jstedfastly  into  heaven,  and  saw  the 
jglory  of  God,  and  Jesus  standing  on  the 
Tight  hand  of  God,  And  said,  Behold,  I 
see  the  heavens  opened,  and  the  Son  of 
iman  standing  on  the  right  hand  of  God. 
{Then  they  cried  out  with  a  loud  voice, 
jand  stopped  their  ears,  and  ran  upon 
him  with  one  accord,  And  cast  him  out 
<of  the  city,  and  stoned  him:  and  the 
[witnesses  laid  down  their  clothes  at  a 
iyoung  man's  feet,  whose  name  was  Saul. 
|And  they  stoned  Stephen,  calling  upon 
■God,  and  saying,  Lord  Jesus,  receive  my 
spirit.  And  he  kneeled  down,  and  cried 
|with  a  loud  voice,  Lord,  lay  not  this  sin 
ito  their  charge.  And  when  he  had  said 
this,  he  fell  asleep"  (Acts  7:55-60). 

Note  what  followed  this.-  "Therefore 
they  that  were  scattered  abroad  went 
every  where  preaching  the  word"  (Acts 
8:4).  God  allowed  Herod  to  slay  James, 
John's  brother,  with  a  sword  after  his 


faithfulness  gained  for  him  God's  ap- 
proval as  the  pastor  of  trie  Jerusalem 
church.  God  had  repeatedly  manifested 
His  power  in  this  church  wnue  tne  mem- 
bers, His  saints,  had  proven  themselves 
faitntul  under  several  severe  persecu- 
tions. 

This  tells  us  in  part  that  James,  the 
leader  of  such  saints,  could  glorify  God 
in  his  going  as  well  as  he  had  in  his 
other  activities  as  Jesus  had  commanded 
him  and  all  of  us  in  Acts  1:8  and  Mat- 
thew 28:18-20.  Paul  had  experienced 
many  hardships  at  the  hands  of  his  and 
God  s  enemies  before  he  could  say  and 
mean  it:  "Yea,  and  all  that  will  live 
godly  in  Christ  Jesus  shall  suffer  perse- 
cution" (2  Timothy  3:12);  "But  watch 
thou  in  all  things,  endure  afflictions,  do 
the  work  of  an  evangelist,  make  full 
proof  of  thy  ministry.  For  I  am  now 
ready  to  be  offered,  and  the  time  of  my 
departure  is  at  hand.  I  have  fought  a 
good  tight,  I  have  finished  my  course,  I 
have  kept  the  faith:  Henceforth  there  is 
laid  up  for  me  a  crown  of  righteousness, 
which  the  Lord,  the  righteous  |udge,  shall 
give  me  at  that  day:  and  not  to  me  only, 
but  unto  all  them  also  that  love  his  ap- 
pearing" (2  Timothy  4:5-8). 

Tradition,  which  seems  reliable,  tells 
us  that  Paul  was  beheaded;  Peter  cruci- 
fied head  down;  and  that  all  the  12  in- 
cluding Matthias,  suffered  martyrdom 
with  the  exception  of  John.  Tradition 
says  that  John  was  immersed  in  a  cal- 
dron of  hot  oil  and  was  spared  alive  to 
preach  in  an  active  life,  witnessing  for 
Christ  under  many  difficult  and  trying 
circumstances  until  he  died  at  a  surpris- 
ing old  age  for  one  of  his  day. 

George  H.  Sandison  makes  the  follow- 
ing comment  in  response  to  a  similar 
question  as  found  on  Page  192  in  his 
book,  1000  Difficult  Bible  Questions  An- 
swered: 

"We  think  that  God's  treatment  of  His 
children  is  directed  to  their  develop- 
ment. If  He  sees  that  trouble  and  suf- 
fering will  lead  to  that  end  He  will  ad- 
minister them;  if  prosperity  will  best 
promote  development  He  will  send  that. 
The  same  difference  is  made  by  judicious 
parents  and  teachers  in  the  treatment 
of  children.  Some  children  develop  bet- 
ter by  kindness  than  by  severity,  while 
others  would  make  no  progress  if  they 
were  not  treated  severely." 


No  one  ever  regarded  the  first  of 
January  with  indifference.  —  Charles 
Lamb. 


Sunday  School  Lesson 

(continued  from  page  fourteen) 

There's  no  justice  in  the  world.  If  there 
is  a  God,  He  must  be  blindfolded  and 
hard-hearted  or  else  He  plays  favorites.' 

"Yes,  he  could  have  said  all  that.  In- 
stead, Fred  answered,  'So  long  .  .  .  I'll 
be  praying  for  you,  too.' 

"The  last  report  on  Fred  that  I  got 
was  that  he  was  still  paralyzed.  But 
that  hadn't  defeated  him.  He  was 
being  carried  from  one  high  school  to 
another  to  speak  at  Christian  student 
union  meetings. 

"Why  didn't  God  heal  him?  I'm  not 
so  sure  that  He  didn't.  His  life  is  a  far 
greater  miracle  of  God's  power  to  give 
strength  and  an  undefeatable  outlook 
on  life  than  it  was  before  the  accident. 

"Sometimes  Christ  does  heal  the  body. 
Sometimes  He  answers  our  prayers  for 
healing  in  other  ways— mental  healing, 
for  example.  Sometimes  He  deals  with 
us  as  He  did  with  the  great  Apostle  Paul. 
Remember  his  problem?  He  had  some 
type  of  physical  handicap.  He  called  it 
his  'thorn  in  the  flesh.'  We  don't  know 
exactly  what  was  wrong,  but  we  know 
that  Paul  prayed  three  times  that  Christ 
would  heal  him  by  removing  the  thorn. 

"For  some  reason,  Paul  did  not  get  the 
kind  of  healing  for  which  he  had  asked. 
Instead  God  gave  Paul  strength  to  over- 
come his  handicap."— Miracles  of  the 
Master  by  Louis  0.  Caldwell. 


FAMILY  FIRESIDE 

(continued  from  page  four) 

put  this  question  to  little  James  in  the  arith- 
metic class:  "James,  suppose  your  mother 
made  a  peach  pie,  and  there  were  ten  of 
you  at  the  table— your  mother  and  father 
and  eight  children— how  much  of  the  pie 
would  you  get?"  "A  ninth,  ma'am,"  was 
the  prompt  answer.  "No,  no,  James.  Now 
pay  attention,"  said  the  teacher.  "There 
are  ten  of  you.  Ten,  remember.  Don't 
you  know  your  fractions?"  "Yes,  ma'am," 
was  the  swift  reply  of  little  James,  "I  know 
my  fractions,  but  I  know  my  mother,  too. 
She'd  say  that  she  didn't  want  any  pie."— 
Presbyterian  National. 

Prayer  Thought 
A  good  mother  would  prefer  to  do  with- 
out herself  than  see  her  children  without 
necessities  or  even  frivolities.  Unassuming, 
sacrificial  love  is  a  mother's  trait. 

(Devotions  used  by  permission,  Knight's 
Master  Book  of  New  Illustrations,  Eerd- 
mans  Press.) 
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A  BETTER  CHURCH  OFFICER  IN  1974 
Books  for  Church  Officers 

(Instruction,  Information,  Inspiration) 

DEACONS 

The  Deacon  at  Work  by  F.  A.  Agar  (hardback)  $2.00 

Pete,  You're  God's  Man  by  Marshall  Hayden  (paperback)  $1.75 

The  Deacon  in  a  Changing  Church  by  Donald  F.  Thomas  (paperback)  $1 .95 

The  Baptist  Deacon  by  Robert  E.  Naylor  $2.70 

On  Being  a  Deacon's  Wife  by  Martha  Nelson  (hardback)  $2.95 

SUNDAY  SCHOOL  SUPERINTENDENTS 

Superintend  with  Success  by  Guy  P.  Leavitt  (paperback)  $3.95 

Key  to  Sunday  School  Achievement  by  Lawrence  0.  Richards  $2.95 

The  Superintendent  Plans  His  Work  by  Idris  W.  Jones  (paperback)  $1.50 

Tested  Ideas  for  Superintendents  (paperback)  $1.00 

The  Ten  Largest  Sunday  Schools  by  Elmer  Towns  (paperback)  $1.95 

CLERKS 

The  Work  of  the  Clerk  by  Grenell  and  Goss  (paperback)  $1.50 
TREASURERS 

Handling  the  Church's  Money  by  Robert  E.  Peterson  (paperback)  $1.00 
CHOIR  DIRECTORS 

How  to  Organize  and  Direct  the  Church  Choir  (hardback)  $8.95 

Choir  Ideas  by  Flora  E.  Breck  (paperback)  $1.95 

How  to  Build  a  Church  Choir  by  C.  H.  Heaton  (paperback)  $1.25 

Pocket  Guide  for  the  Church  Choir  Member  (paperback)  $  .60 

The  Ministry  of  Music  by  Kenneth  W.  Osbeck  (paperback)  $2.95 

GENERAL 

Church  Officers  at  Work  by  Glenn  H.  Asquith  (paperback)  $1.00 
The  Pastoral  Ministry  of  Church  Officers  by  Charlie  W.  Shedd  (paperback)  $1.95 

How  to  Be  a  Better  Church  Officer  by  Guy  P.  Leavitt  (paperback)  $1.00 

The  Church  Business  Meeting  by  R.  Dale  Merrill  (paperback)  $1.95 


The  above  books  may  be  purchased  at  the  AYDEN  BIBLE  AND  BOOKSTORE,  81 1  North 
Lee  Street,  Ayden,  North  Carolina. 
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CAN'T  DO  ANYTHING  ABOUT  IT?  OH  YES  YOU  CAN.    JUST  PRAY! 


JUST  PRAY 

Pray.  .  . 

When  you  feel  like  it  and  when  you  don't  feel  like  it.  .  . 
Not  in  words  only,  but  in  spirit.  .  . 

Not  with  eloquent  phrases  so  grand,  but  with  such  simplicity  of  lan- 
guage that  even  the  uneducated  or  small  children  can  under- 
stand. .  .  . 

Pray.  .  . 

In  whatever  fashion  that  best  suits  you  and  in  whatever  manner  that  is 

natural — but  pray.  .  . 
When  you're  lonely.  .  . 
When  you  need  a  helping  hand.  .  . 

When  you  don't  think  you  have  a  friend  in  the  world  and  that  it  couldn't 
matter  less  what  happens  to  you.  .  .  . 

Pray.  .  . 

For  an  abundance  of  grace.  .  . 

When  your  temper  flares  and  words  for  which  you  feel  sorry  come  forth 

impulsively  but  unintentionally.  .  . 
When  you  think  so  much  of  yourself  that  no  one  else  is  important.  .  . 
When  you  become  lost  in  a  world  of  your  own  and  find  it  hard  to  make 

contact  with  reality.  .  .  . 

Pray.  .  . 

For  strength.  .  . 
For  health.  .  . 

For  patience  in  adversity.  .  . 

For  the  relief  of  that  perpetual  pain  which  plagues  you  or  for  the  forti- 
tude to  endure  it.  .  .  . 

Pray.  .  . 

For  every  small  gift  from  above.  .  . 

For  everyday  that  you  live  and  the  ability  to  make  the  next  one  better. . . 

For  things  beautiful  and  good.  .  . 

Even  for  things  ugly  and  detestable.  .  .  . 

Pray.  .  . 

For  a  lot,  if  you're  so  inclined.  .  . 

For  a  little,  if  a  little  is  enough  to  satisfy  your  needs.  .  . 
For  whatever  is  necessary  for  your  well-being.  .  . 

For  the  capacity  to  know  His  will  in  regard  to  your  own  particular  cir- 
cumstances. .  .  . 

Pray.  .  . 

For  understanding.  .  . 

For  the  ability  to  grant  that  same  understanding  to  others,  even  should 

they  provoke  you  and  become  obnoxious.  .  . 
For  sound  judgment  (if  you  should  indulge  in  judging  at  all).  .  . 
For  a  heart  full  of  love — not  for  yourself,  but  for  others  and  for  Him 

above.  .  .  . 

Pray.  .  . 
For  noise.  .  . 
For  silence.  .  . 
For  solitude.  .  . 

For  one  moment  with  God.  .  .  . 
Pray.  .  . 

"Without  ceasing,"  as  the  scriptural  injunction  so  poignantly  puts  it.  .  . 

And  to  paraphrase  the  words  of  the  Carpenters  (a  contemporary  broth- 
er-sister singing  team  who,  in  one  of  their  recordings,  exhort  people 
to  "sing  a  song") ,  "Don't  worry  if  it's  not  good  enough  for  anyone 
else  to  hear" — just  pray! 

Pray.  .  . 

Now,  and  as  long  as  you  have  breath.  .  .  . 
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Mrs.  Wiley  Honored 
Dn  100th  Birthday 


[IRS.  ELLA  WILEY,  100  years  old, 
J  J  was  honored  with  a  birthday  din- 
ner on  Sunday,  December  9,  1973,  in  the 
pcial  hall  of  the  Zion  Free  Will  Baptist 
hurch,  Blakely,  Georgia.  Approximate- 
y  250  friends  and  relatives  gathered  to 
ay  special  tribute  to  a  lady  who  is  an 
pspiration  to  all  she  comes  in  contact 
|th. 

I  During  the  morning  worship  service, 
Ihe  church  presented  Mrs.  Wiley  with  a 
lorsage,  a  century  plant,  and  a  money 
ree  decorated  with  one  hundred  one 
foliar  bills.  The  presentation  was  made 
|y  Mrs.  Boddy  Ready.  Mrs.  Ready 
tated:  "'Ma'  Wiley  has  made  and  found 
ife  worth  living.  Through  prayer, 
nediation,  and  Bible  study  she  has  drawn 
ligh  to  God.  She  has  fulfilled  life's  most 
mallenging  and  rewarding  experience 
)f  doing  something  for  someone  else. 
Ma'  Wiley  has  exemplified  the  spirit  of 
jiving,  of  sharing,  and  of  doing  for 
>thers." 

The  church  also  chose  to  honor  all 
enior  citizens  of  the  church  on  this 
pedal  day  in  order  to  thank  them  for 
heir  leadership  and  guidance  to  Zion 
:hurch  and  the  Sowhatchee  Community. 
\  corsage  or  boutonniere  was  presented 
o  the  fifty  senior  citizens  honored  on 
his  occasion. 

One  hundred  years  ago,  on  December 
12,  1873,  in  Miller  County,  Georgia,  a 
)aby  girl,  Ella  Jane,  was  born  to  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Jasper  Alston.  Mrs.  Alston  was 
'he  former  Susan  Ann  Wells.  Three 
)ther  children— John,  William,  and  Min- 
lie— completed  the  family. 

Ella  Jane  attended  Pond  Town  School 
n  Miller  County  and  completed  the 
rourth  grade.  Her  teacher,  Mrs.  Nun- 
lery  Hand,  instructed  the  class  as  they 
studied  the  Blueback  Speller,  arithmetic, 
grammar,  reading,  and  geography.  At 
mat  time  all  writing  was  done  on  a 
slate. 

Even  though  her  father  died  when  Ella 
was  young,  she  had  a  happy  and  normal 
childhood.  Her  mother  remarried  and 
Ella  moved  to  the  Sowhatchee  Commun- 
ity to  live  with  her  uncle,  H.  B.  Alston, 
at  the  age  of  fifteen. 


When  Ella  was  eighteen  years  old  she 
married  William  Thomas  Wiley.  The 
wedding  was  solemnized  on  February  11, 
1892,  in  a  one-room  house.  The  cere- 
mony was  performed  by  the  Rev.  Sam 
E My  for  a  fee  of  one  dollar.  A  white 
sheet  hanging  as  a  backdrop,  centered 
with  a  floral  bouquet  gathered  from  the 
yard,  formed  the  decorations.  Two 
friends  of  the  couple  served  as  witness- 
es (known  then  as  waiters).  A  wedding 
supper  completely  cooked  on  the  fire- 
place was  served  to  all  present. 

Ella  and  William  "Willie"  were  bless- 
ed with  seven  children:  Annie  Laurie, 
born  February  14,  1893;  Thomas  Jen- 
kins, born  September  6,  1896;  William 
Jasper,  born  February  18,  1898;  Maggie 
Belle,  born  February  28,  1901;  Ivey 
James,  born  October  11,  1905;  and  twins, 
Lester  Ray  and  Ester  Mae,  born  July  16, 
1908. 

Willie  was  a  farmer  who  spent  his 
leisure  time  "fiddling,"  a  hobby  he  real- 
ly enjoyed.  However,  he  began  preach- 
ing at  the  age  of  30.  He  and  Ella  went 
to  church  in  a  buggy,  and  Ella  taught  a 
Sunday  school  class  for  ten  years.  As 
the  children  grew  up,  she  enjoyed  going 
with  Willie  as  he  kept  his  appointments 
with  the  various  Free  Will  Baptist 
churches. 


The  schedule  for  the  Alstons  was 
quite  a  busy  one  and  the  rearing  of  a 
large  family  was  a  tremendous  responsi- 
bility, but  Ella  and  Willie  found  room  in 
their  home  and  hearts  to  care  for  eight 
orphan  children.  The  door  of  their  home 
was  also  opened  to  ministers  attending 
the  Zion  Bible  School.  The  Wiley  home 
was  usually  filled  with  people,  especially 
at  mealtime.  Ella  recalls  cooking  at  least 
50  biscuits  for  breakfast  on  certain  oc- 
casions. The  food  on  her  table  was  al- 
ways bountiful  and  most  delicious,  and 
she  will  always  be  remembered  for  her 
willingness  to  share  what  she  has.  To 
have  a  Christian  home  was  uppermost 
in  this  couple's  mind  as  they  held  a  fam- 
ily altar  every  night  and  a  special  home 
service  on  Sunday  night. 

After  60  happily  married  years,  Willie 
died  on  June  27,  1952. 

Ella,  who  is  lovingly  known  today  as 
"Ma"  Wiley  to  her  many  friends  and 
relatives,  has  11  grandchildren,  30  great- 
grandchildren, and  5  great-great-grand- 
children. 

"Ma"  Wiley  has  had  many  wonderful 
experiences  in  her  life,  but  she  gives 
credit  to  the  birth  of  her  seven  children 
as  being  the  greatest.  She  also  men- 
tions a  trip  to  Bristo,  Florida,  traveling 
down  by  car  and  coming  back  by  steam- 
boat, as  being  very  exciting. 

She  contributes  her  long  and  success- 
ful life  to  her  faith  in  God  and  the  love 
for  and  from  her  family  and  friends. 
She  prays  everyday  and  read  her  Bible 
daily  until  her  eyesight  failed  her. 
"Ma's"  advice  to  everyone  is  to  "love 
each  other,  live  right,  and  be  good." 

"Ma"  Wiley  has  lived  in  her  present 
home  for  59  years.  She  has  been  hon- 
ored each  year  for  the  past  19  years 
with  a  special  birthday  dinner.  She 
vividly  remembers  the  first  one,  as  she 
issued  the  usual  invitation  to  her  many 
friends  to  have  dinner  with  her  after 
church.  When  they  all  accepted,  she 
admits  to  having  doubts  as  to  having 
sufficient  food  for  everyone.  She  was 
totally  surprised  when  all  the  people 
came  bringing  their  covered  dishes. 

"Ma"  is  thankful  that  God  has  allowed 
her  to  see  her  one  hundredth  birthday 
and  wishes  to  express  her  gratitude  to 
everyone  attending  the  dinner  and  mak- 
ing this  day  one  she  will  always  re- 
member. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

Mrs.  Bobby  Davis 
Mrs.  Bobby  Ready 
Mrs.  David  Still 
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SUNDAY,  JANUARY  13 
Scripture  Reading— 1   Corinthians  12:28, 

29 

Answer  Delayed— but  Granted 
In  the  city  of  Washington,  many  years 
ago,  a  teacher  had  in  his  class  a  mischievous 
boy  who  not  only  would  not  listen,  or  be- 
have well,  but  who  interfered  with  the 
other  scholars  giving  their  attention.  The 
teacher  became  discouraged  regarding  that 
boy.  Later  on  the  boy  left  Washington 
for  the  West,  and  there  wasted  his  life  in 
reckless  dissipation.  Years  afterward  he 
came  to  Baltimore  and  spent  the  night  in 
debauchery;  and  next  morning,  while  un- 
der the  weakening  spell  of  his  dissipation, 
he  started  walking  along  the  streets  of  Bal- 
timore. He  soon  found  himself  in  one  of 
the  city's  cemeteries  and  suddenly  noticed 
on  a  tombstone  the  name  of  his  old  Sunday 
school  teacher.  A  flood  of  memories  rush- 
ed upon  him.  Things  that  the  teacher  said 
came  back  to  him.  His  heart  melted,  he 
pulled  himself  over  the  little  railing,  went 
to  the  grave,  and  there  he  gave  his  life  to 
Christ  as  he  knelt  down  and  kissed  the 
very  dirt  on  the  grave  of  his  faithful  old 
teacher.  He  entered  the  ministry  and  be- 
came the  pastor  of  one  of  the  most  promi- 
nent churches  in  Virginia,  and  one  of  the 
most  greatly  beloved  of  all  the  Virginia 
pastors.  And  yet  his  old  teacher  had  gone 
to  his  grave  years  before,  feeling  that  his 
work  was  a  failure  as  far  as  that  boy  was 
concerned.— Selected. 

Prayer  Thought 
We  have  no  way  of  knowing  how  the 
■slightest  thought,  word,  or  deed  may  in- 
fluence another  person;  therefore,  take  time 
to  consider  every  act  carefully  before  in- 
fluencing others. 

MONDAY,  JANUARY  14 
Scripture  Reading— Psalm  19:8 

Where  He  Was  Miserable 
I  heard  once  of  a  betting  man  on  his 
way  to  some  horse  races  who,  by  mistake, 
went  on  board  the  wrong  steamer.  He 
found  himself  among  a  lot  of  Christians 
bound  for  a  conference.  In  the  salon,  on 
deck,  everywhere,  hymns  were  being  sung, 
and  conversations  going  on  of  which  the 
things  of  Christ  were  the  topics.    The  man 


felt  completely  out  of  place,  and  his  dis- 
comforture  ended  in  his  offering  the  cap- 
tain a  good  round  sum  of  money  to  be  put 
down  at  the  nearest  landing  place.  People 
talk  easily  enough  about  going  to  heaven 
when  they  die,  but  they  forget  that  unless 
they  have  been  made  fit  for  the  place,  and 
have  received  a  nature  that  can  enjoy  the 
things  of  God,  they  would  be  as  miserable 
in  heaven  as  that  betting  man  was  among 
the  Christians  on  the  steamer.— Good  News. 
Prayer  Thought 
If  we  are  content  in  the  local  bar,  gamb- 
ling, or  in  the  presence  of  undesirable  asso- 
ciates, we  had  best  make  some  changes 
while  we  still  have  time.  We  know  when 
we  are  not  living  as  we  should. 

TUESDAY,  JANUARY  15 
Scripture  Reading— Matthew  18:2-4 

The  Unexpected  Visitor 
When  Queen  Victoria  resided  at  Bal- 
moral Castle  she  sometimes  enjoyed  a  walk 
in  the  district  incognito.  On  one  occasion, 
she  slipped  out  by  a  side  gate,  accom- 
panied only  by  her  faithful  servant,  John 
Brown,  who  followed  behind. 

Along  the  road  she  came  on  a  flock  of 
sheep  being  driven  by  a  boy,  who  shouted, 
"Keep  out  of  the  way,  stupid  old  woman!" 
The  Queen  smiled,  but  said  nothing,  and 
when  her  servant  came  along  he  informed 
the  lad  that  she  was  the  Queen.  "Ugh, 
well,"  said  the  boy,  "she  should  dress  like 
a  queen." 

There  were  those  who  did  not  recognize 
the  Son  of  God  because  He  came  in  hum- 
ble form.— Selected. 

Prayer  Thought 

May  God  grant  us  the  ability  to  look  be- 
yond outiuard  appearances  and  see  the  in- 
ner being.  Many  beautiful  gifts  have  been 
wrapped  in  unattractive  packages. 

WEDNESDAY,  JANUARY  16 
Scripture  Reading— Daniel  12:3 
The  Result  of  a  Smile 
One  Sunday  evening,  David  Livingstone 
sat  in  the  Aberdeen  Music  Hall  listening 
to  a  service  rendered  by  a  deputation  from 
the  London  Missionary  Society.  When  the 
service  was  over,  Livingstone  looked  wist- 
fully after  the  team  as  they  filed  out  the 
door.  The  look  on  his  face  so  attracted  the 
attention  of  a  congregational  minister  who 
was  standing  nearby,  that  he  stepped  quiet- 
ly to  the  boy's  side  and  with  a  smile  asked, 
"My  boy,  would  you  like  to  be  a  mission- 
ary?" Livingstone  later  said  that  it  was 
that  smile,  questioning  and  tender,  which 
led  him  to  make  his  final  decision  to  serve 
his  Saviour  as  a  foreign  missionary.— Sun- 
day. 

Prayer  Thought 
We  are  missionaries  everyday.   We  may 
not  ever  be  foreign  missionaries  but  we  are 
able  to  bring  God's  Word  and  His  love  to 
all  with  whom  we  have  contact. 

THURSDAY,  JANUARY  17 
Scripture  Reading— Luke  12:20 


Judgment  Day  Sooner  Than  He  / 
Thought 

A  Scottish  lawyer  was  a  wicked  man, 
Once  he  hired  a  horse  and,  either  througl 
accident  or  ill-usages,  killed  the  animal. 
Naturally  the  owner  insisted  on  being  paid 
its  value,  together  with  some  compensation 
for  the  loss  of  its  use.  The  man  of  law- 
acknowledged  his  liability,  and  said  he  was 
perfectly  willing  to  pay,  but  at  the  mo- 
ment he  was  a  little  strained  for  read) 
cash.  Would  the  hirer  of  the  animal  accepl 
a  promissory  note?  "Certainly,"  he  said 
Whereupon  the  lawyer  further  said  that  he 
must  be  allowed  a  long  date.  "You  car 
fix  your  own  time,"  said  the  creditor 
Whereupon  the  wicked  man  drew  the  note 
making  it  payable  at  the  Day  of  Judgment  ] 
Eventually  the  creditor  took  the  matter  tCi 
court,  and  there,  in  defense,  the  lawyer 
asked  the  judge  to  look  at  the  note.  He 
did  so,  and  then  replied:  "The  promissory 
note  is  perfectly  good,  sir,  and  as  this  is  i 
day  of  judgment,  I  decree  that  you  pa> 
tomorrow."  The  Negro  proverb  quaintl) 
expresses  a  great  truth:  "The  devil  help; 
the  thief  everyday,  but  one  day  God  help; 
the  policeman."— Methodist  Recorder. 
Prayer  Thought 

Our  day  of  judgment  may  come  at  ant 
time.  Are  we  prepared  for  it?  Life  or 
earth  is  short.  Have  we  made  arrangement! 
for  life  eternal? 

FRIDAY,  JANUARY  18 
Scripture  Reading— Psalm  28:7 
Smiling  in  the  Storm 
An  Atlantic  liner  was  caught  in  a  storm' 
For  two  days  the  wind  raged.  Passenger; 
were  frightened.    At  last  an  anxious  pas 
senger  climbed  by  great  effort  to  where  h(. 
could  see  the  pilot.    Coming  back  dowi 
among  the  passengers,  he  spread  the  glac 
tidings  of  peace.     Said  he,  "We  are  al 
right.    The  ship  will  make  port;  for  I  havti 
seen  the  pilot,  and  he  is  smiling."  Witt 
the  great  Pilot  directing  our  life  we  car 
smile  on  through  every  storm  and  smiling 
be  at  peace.—  Youth's  Comrade. 

Prayer  Thought 
It  is  much  easier  to  smile,  at  adversiti 
when  we  feel  God  is  at  our  side.  God  ha. 
told  us  that  we  have  only  to  believe  anc 
trust  in  Him.   Is  that  so  difficult? 

SATURDAY,  JANUARY  19 
Scripture  Reading— Psalm  9:11 

The  Ridgewarbler 
In  his  "Hunting  for  the  Nightingale  ii 
England"  John  Burroughs  tells  of  listening 
one  black  night  to  the  song  of  the  ridge| 
warbler  in  the  hedge.  It  was  a  singula: 
medley  of  notes,  hurried  chirps,  trills,  calls 
and  warbles.  When  it  stopped  singing,  I 
stone  flung  in  the  bush  set  it  going  again 
its  song  being  now  so  persistently  animated 
as  to  fill  the  gloom  and  darkness  with  joy 
The  more  he  is  persecuted  the  more  joyj 
fully  he  sings.  Samuel  Rutherford's  mos 
gladsome  letters  are  those  from  his  prison 

(continued  on  page  fifteen) 
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My  Friend  Jesus 


(Text:  Luke  23:34) 

by  Leland  Wallace 
Mount  Olive,  North  Carolina 

"Then  said  Jesus,  Father,  forgive  them; 
or  they  know  not  what  they  do.  And  they 
>arted  his  raiment,  and  cast  lots." 


-  OW  about  that,  while  hanging  from 
,  |  the  Cross,  dying,  Jesus  said,  "Father, 
orgive  them,-  for  they  know  not  what 
hey  do"! 

I  want  to  tell  you  about  a  Friend  of 
pine.  I  am  sure  that  you  have  heard  of 
(Him,-  in  fact,  you  may  even  know  Him. 
3ut  now  to  begin: 

I  He  was  born  over  2,000  years  ago  in 
3  little  town  named  Bethlehem.  They 
wrapped  Him  in  swaddling  clothes  and 
laid  Him  in  a  manger.  They  named  Him 
Jesus,  for  He  was  the  Saviour  of  the 
world.  Was?  let  me  change  that  to  is, 
for  He  is  the  Saviour  of  the  World.  He 
was  then,  and  still  is  today.  He  had  a 
lowly  birth,  being  born  in  a  manger,- 
but,  there  have  been  others  born  in  just 
as  lowly  places.  I  believe  there  have 
been  children  born  in  all  kinds  of  places 
that  you  could  imagine,  with  no  one  to 
care  for  them  and  no  shelter  over  their 
heads.  Kings  are  born  in  castles,  but 
Jesus,  the  Saviour  of  the  world  and  the 
King  of  kings,  was  born  in  a  manger. 
There  has  never  been  another  born  as 
my  friend  Jesus,  for  He  was  born  of  the 
virgin  Mary— the  only  begotten  Son  of 
God.  There  has  never  been  any  other 
birth  like  His  for  He  is  the  only  Saviour 
of  the  world. 

My  friend  Jesus  went  about  His 
Father's  business  at  the  early  age  of 
twelve.  He  grew  up  into  manhood  and 
went  throughout  all  Judea  teaching, 
preaching,  and  doing  many  miracles.  He 
turned  the  water  into  wine,  He  fed  the 
multitudes,  He  made  the  blind  to  see,  He 
made  the  lame  to  walk,  He  healed  the 
sick,  and  with  a  wave  of  His  hand  He 
calmed  the  sea.  But  man  has  made  great 
strides  since  the  birth  of  Jesus.  Even 


in  my  lifetime  man  has  done  many  things 
that  my  grandparents  would  believe  im- 
possible. He  has  almost  done  away  with 
smallpox,  infantile  paralysis,  and  the 
dreaded  pneumonia  which  is  not  the 
killer  it  once  was.  Man  has  even  trans- 
planted hearts  and  other  vital  organs 
into  people  and  they  have  lived.  We 
have  superhighways  with  high-power 
cars  running  up  and  down  them.  Great 
ships  travel  on  and  under  the  waters  of 
the  seas.  Man  has  spaceships  flying 
through  space  and  to  the  moon.  Yes, 
man  has  done  many  things  in  my  life- 
time, but  he  cannot  compare  with  my 
friend  Jesus.  For  one  thing,  man  cannot 
even  control  the  wind. 

Jesus  never  knew  sin.  He  always  did 
good  for  evil.  He  said,  "Love  thy  neigh- 
bor as  thyself."  He  also  said,  "Turn  the 
other  cheek."  He  tells  us  that  those 
that  live  by  the  sword  shall  die  by  the 
sword.  Jesus  said,  "Do  unto  others  as 
you  would  have  them  do  unto  you."  But 
they  took  my  friend  Jesus,  who  never 
knew  any  sin,  and  crucified  Him.  They 
nailed  Him  to  the  Cross  where  He  suf- 
fered a  slow  and  painful  death. 

There  have  been  others,  however,  who 
have  suffered  and  died  for  loved  ones 
and  for  their  beliefs.  In  Vietnam  our 
boys,  as  prisoners  of  war,  suffered  as 
much  pain  and  as  much  torture  as  their 
captives  could  give  without  killing  them. 
Even  then  some  of  them  did  die  from 
their  torture.  I  believe  that  no  man  has 
ever  suffered  and  died  as  Jesus  did.  He 
accepted  the  Cross  while  at  any  moment 
He  could  have  come  down  from  that 
Cross.  He  could  have  escaped  this  aw- 
ful death.  He  could  have  defeated  His 
enemies  at  any  moment.  I  believe  no 
other  man  would  have  accepted  such  pain 
when  he  could  have  escaped  and  defeat- 
ed his  enemies. 

Do  you  know  my  friend  Jesus,  or  are 
you  one  of  those  that  crucified  Him? 
Are  you  one  of  those  that  nailed  Him  to 
the  Cross?  Are  you  one  of  those  that 
spat  upon  Him  and  mocked  Him?  Do 
you  curse  Him  instead  of  glorifying  His 
name?  You  are  either  for  Him  or  against 
Him.  You  cannot  be  neutral.  Are  you 
as  the  inn  keeper  of  long  ago?  Do  you 
have  room  in  your  heart  and  in  your  life 


for  Jesus?  I  have  good  news  for  you. 
As  Jesus  was  hanging  on  the  Cross,  dy- 
ing, He  raised  His  eyes  and  looked  into 
heaven  and  said,  "Father,  forgive  there- 
for they  know  not  what  they  do." 

Now  if  you  believe  in  the  virgin  birth 
of  Jesus,  that  He  is  the  only  begotten 
Son  of  God,  that  He  is  the  only  Saviour 
of  the  world,  that  He  is  all  powerful, 
that  all  the  armies  of  the  world  that  have 
ever  been  and  all  those  that  are  to  come 
do  not  have  such  power  as  Jesus,  that 
He  accepted  the  Cross  and  died  for  you 
while  at  any  moment  He  could  have  es- 
caped, that  He  could  have  defeated  His 
enemies  but  did  not,  and  if  you  believe 
that  He  overcame  death  and  arose  from 
the  grave  and  lives  today,-  then  if  you 
will  raise  your  head  and  look  toward 
heaven  and  say,  "Father,  forgive  me," 
He  surely  will. 


AUTUMN  LEAVES 

(Read  Psalm  1:1-3  and  Isaiah  64:6) 
by  Arnold  Woodlief 

Christlike  souls  are  as  leaves  upon  the 
tree  of  life.  Our  bodies  are  also  like 
leaves  in  that  they  fade.  How  does  a 
leaf  fade?  The  mass  of  leaves  remain 
on  the  tree  until  autumn,  then  they  fade 
from  their  green,  summerlike  color  and 
begin  to  fall.  Men,  however,  are  fading 
and  dropping  continually,-  only  a  few 
reach  the  autumn  of  life.  The  leaves 
die  mostly  at  once,  but  not  so  with  men. 
Individuals  die  but  communities  live  on. 

Our  fading  and  the  leaves'  fading  are 
alike  in  the  certainty  and  uncertainty  of 
death.  We  know  they  will  all  fade,  but 
when  and  how  we  cannot  tell.  Our  fad- 
ing may  be  slow  like  the  leaves  that 
hang  on  the  tree  and  we  may  keep  for 
a  long  time  our  energy  and  freshness. 
While  our  bodies  must  fade,  our  souls 
need  not  ever  fade.  It  is  only  our 
iniquities  that  carry  us  away. 

It  is  the  privilege  of  every  Christian 
to  be  above  any  sad  fading.  Psalm  1:3 
tells  us,  ".  .  .  he  shall  be  like  a  tree 
planted  by  the  rivers  of  water,  ...  his 
leaf  also  shall  not  wither,-  .  .  ." 


An  African  pastor  asked  missionaries 
leaving  on  furlough  to  "tell  our  friends 
in  America  that  we  do  not  have  refriger- 
ators and  other  modern  contrivances. 
Tell  them  that  we  could  even  dispense 
with  automobiles,  but  tell  them  we  can- 
not do  without  the  gospel  of  the  Son  of 
God." 
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General  Baptist 
Preacher  Guest 
Speaker 

Dr.  Ollie  Latch,  a  leading  preacher  of 
the  General  Baptist  Denomination,  will 
be  visiting  Free  Will  Baptists  of  North 
Carolina  during  the  period  of  January 
14-26,  1974. 


Dr.  Latch  began  preaching  as  a  teen- 
age boy  in  Arkansas,  and  has  been 
preaching  for  41  years.  He  has  pastored 
General  Baptist  churches  in  Arkansas, 
Indiana,  Michigan,  and  Missouri.  For 
many  years  he  directed  the  General  Bap- 
tist Publishing  House  at  Poplar  Bluff, 
Missouri,  and  edited  the  General  Baptist 
publication,  The  Messenger.  He  has  also 
written  books  in  the  field  of  theology, 
Christian  education,  and  church  history. 

Dr.  Latch  is  in  continuous  demand  as 
a  conference  speaker  and  evangelist. 

While  in  North  Carolina,  Dr.  Latch 
will  be  speaking  on  several  occasions. 
January  14-20  he  will  be  the  evangelist 
for  revival  services  at  the  First  Free  Will 
Baptist  Church  in  Greenville.  These  ser- 
vices will  begin  each  evening  at  7:30 
with  the  pastor,  the  Rev.  Charles  Crisp, 
assisting.  Everyone  in  this  area  is  cor- 
dially invited  to  attend  these  services. 

Also  on  January  21-24,  Dr.  Latch  will 
be  speaking  each  evening  at  Daniels 
Chapel  Free  Will  Baptist  Church  near 
Wilson  (Black  Creek).  These  services 
will  also  begin  at  7:30.  The  pastor  of 
Daniels  Chapel,  the  Rev.  Floyd  B.  Cherry, 
will  be  assisting  Dr.  Latch.  He  and  the 
church  membership  extend  to  everyone 
a  warm  invitation  to  attend  all  these 
services  you  possibly  can. 

On  Tuesday,  January  22,  Dr.  Latch  will 


Antique  and  Rummage  Sale 
For  Children's  Home 

The  Eastwood  Free  Will  Baptist  Church 
of  Fayetteville,  North  Carolina,  raised 
$450  for  the  Children's  Home  at  Middle- 
sex, North  Carolina,  with  an  antique  and 
rummage  sale.  The  pastor  of  Eastwood, 
the  Rev.  Taylor  Hill,  reports  that  this 
sale  has  become  an  annual  event  with 
the  church.  Along  with  being  beneficial 
for  the  Children's  Home,  the  sale  pro- 
vides a  lot  of  fun  for  the  church  mem- 
bers as  well. 


Pictured  above  is  Mr.  Elmer  Harrel 
pranking  with  his  wife  Nan.  The  Har- 
rells  are  originally  from  Greene  County, 
North  Carolina,  but  are  currently  resid- 


be  the  guest  speaker  for  chapel  services 
at  Mount  Olive  College,  at  11  a.m. 

On  Friday  and  Saturday,  January  25 
and  26,  Dr.  Latch  will  be  the  guest  speak- 
er at  the  Midyear  Spiritual  Life  Confer- 
ence sponsored  by  the  North  Carolina 
Free  Will  Baptist  Ministerial  Association. 
The  conference  is  being  held  at  the  First 
Free  Will  Baptist  Church,  Corner  of  Col- 
lege and  Lenoir  Street,  Kinston.  On  Fri- 
day evening,  January  25,  he  will  be  the 
guest  speaker  at  the  conference  banquet 
at  the  Kinston  church.  Then  on  Satur- 
day, January  26,  he  will  bring  the  con- 
ference message  at  the  eleven  o'clock 
hour. 


ing  in  Fayetteville.    Mr.  Harrell  is  <I 
career  officer  in  the  United  States  Army 
stationed  at  Fort  Bragg,  North  Carolina  i 

Rev.  and  Mrs.  Warren  Honored 
During  Christmas  Program 

During  a  Christmas  program  held  al 
British  Chapel  Free  Will  Baptist  ChurcH 
near  Kinston,  North  Carolina,  Thursday 
evening,  December  20,  the  pastor,  the 
Rev.  James  E.  Warren,  and  Mrs.  Warrer; 
were  presented  a  set  of  stainless  stee* 
tableware  as  a  token  of  love  and  in  ap' 
preciation  of  the  many  things  they  have 
accomplished  during  their  stay  at  British 
Chapel  church. 

In  receiving  the  gift  Mr.  Warrer 
stated,  "Thanks  to  all  the  members  ol 
British  Chapel  for  such  a  beautiful  gift,; 
It  will  always  be  remembered  and  kept 
as  a  token  of  love  and  appreciation."  ' 


THE  NEW  YEAR 

A  flower  unblown,-  a  book  unread; 
A  tree  with  fruit  unharvested; 
A  path  untrod;  a  house  whose  rooms 
Lack  yet  the  heart's  divine  perfumes,- 
A  landscape  whose  wide  border  lies 
In  silent  shade  'neath  silent  skies,- 
A  wondrous  fountain  yet  unsealed; 
A  casket  with  its  gifts  concealed— 
This  is  the  year  that  for  you  waits 
Beyond  tomorrow's  mystic  gates. 

—Horatio  Nelson  Powers. 


"I  LISTENED  RIGHT  AWAY" 

"I  want  to  follow  Jesus,"  said  a  boy 
in  a  mission  school  in  Africa. 

"Have  you  felt  for  some  time  that 
Jesus  has  been  calling  you?"  asked  the 
teacher. 

"Oh,  no,"  replied  the  boy.  "I  heard 
His  call  just  a  moment  ago,  and  I  listen- 
ed right  away!" 


Coming  Events  .  .  . 

January  25,  26-Midyear  Spiritual  Life 
Conference,  First  Free  Will  Baptist 
Church,  Kinston,  North  Carolina 
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MISSIONS 


New  Mission  Work  In 
Charlotte 


The  Home  Missions  Department  of  the 
lorth  Carolina  State  Convention  reports 

new  home  mission  work  has  begun  in 
harlotie,  North  Carolina.  The  Rev. 
✓ayne  Watson,  pictured  above,  is  head- 
ig  up  this  work.  On  December  27, 
973,  he  and  his  family  moved  to  6110 
loneysuckle  Lane  which  is  located  in  the 
our  Seasons  development  off  Albemarle 


Mr.  J.  Lloyd  Horton 

On  October  23,  1973,  at  11:57  a.m., 
he  death  angel  visited  the  Tarboro, 
lorth  Carolina,  Hospital  and  took  from 
is  our  son-in-law,  J.  Lloyd  Horton,  whom 
ve  all  loved  so  very  much.  He  had  suf- 
ered  for  seven  long  years  from  opera- 
ions,  heart  attacks,  pain,  lonely  hours, 
md  grief  unknown  to  anyone  but  God 
md  him.  He  loved  his  family  very  much, 
jut  no  doubt  prayed  that  if  it  be  God's 
vill  to  please  let  him  stay  with  them, 
•lowever  God  said  to  him,  "You  have  suf- 
:ered  enough,  come  home." 

If  he  could  speak  to  us  who  grieve 
lis  passing,  no  doubt  he  would  say,- 
'Don't  grieve  my  passing,-  it  is  so  sweet 
"lere  with  Jesus."  To  his  wife  he  would 
say:  "Honey,  keep  on  fighting  the  trials 
}f  life  and  pray."  He  would  say  to  his 
son:  "Son,  don't  quit  when  things  get 
rough  as  they  have  been  with  me.  Keep 
fighting  and  praying.  I  saw  you  in  the 
ICU  that  night.  I  knew  then  that  I'd 
soon  be  leaving  you  and  Mother  for 
awhile,  but  pray  it  won't  be  very  long 
before  we  will  be  together  forever.  I 
did  not  leave  you  silver  and  gold,  but  by 


Road,  on  the  east  side  of  town.  This 
area  has  approximately  700  dwellings 
and  is  still  expanding,  and  there  are  no 
churches  in  this  immediate  area. 

The  Home  Missions  Department  has 
leased  a  split-level  dwelling  for  one  year 
as  a  dwelling  place  for  the  missionaries 
and  a  meeting  place  for  services.  Hope- 
fully they  will  be  able  to  use  a  local 
community  building  when  needed.  It  is 
expected  that  more  permanent  arrange- 
ments can  be  worked  out  within  the 
year. 

All  Free  Will  Baptists  are  urged  to  let 
the  department  know  of  any  Free  Will 
Baptists  living  in  the  Charlotte  area. 

Your  prayers  and  financial  support  are 
desperately  needed  to  carry  on  this  work 
and  other  mission  work  for  Christ.  Send 
all  contributions  and  correspondence  to 
the  Rev.  Taylor  Hill,  secretary-treasurer, 
1207  Arsenal  Avenue,  Fayetteville,  North 
Carolina  28305;  telephone  485-3980. 


God's  grace  I  tried  to  leave  you  a  good 
name;  so  pray  and  don't  give  up.  Try  to 
meet  me  over  here  and  be  my  same  lit- 
tle boy  again." 

Our  son-in-law  was  laid  to  rest  in  the 
Fountain,  North  Carolina,  Cemetery  with 
all  the  beauty  of  flowers,  love  of  friends, 
and  grief  of  relatives.  But  heaven  is 
more  beautiful  by  his  being  there. 

We  thank  God  for  our  sin-in-law  these 
few  short  years,  and  by  God's  grace  we 
shall  meet  him  again  in  heaven  where 
there  is  no  grief,  sorrow,  or  pain. 
Respectfully  submitted, 
The  Rev.  and  Mrs.  C.  D.  Hamilton 


Two  motorists  met  on  a  street  too  nar- 
row for  both  cars  to  pass. 

"I'll  never  back  up  for  an  idiot,"  yell- 
ed one  driver. 

"That's  all  right,"  said  the  other  shift- 
ing into  reverse,  "I  always  do." 


Teen-ager:  "Mother,  where  did  you 
learn  all  the  things  you  tell  me  not  to 
do?" 


A  PRAYER  FOR  THE 
AGED 

by  Ethel  C.  Slaughter 
Vanceboro,  North  Carolina 

"Lord,  thou  knowest  better  than  I 
know  myself  that  I  am  growing  older, 
and  will  someday  be  old. 

"Keep  me  from  getting  talkative,  and 
particularly  from  the  fatal  habit  of  think- 
ing that  I  must  say  something  on  every 
subject  and  on  every  occasion. 

"Release  me  from  the  craving  to  try 
to  straighten  out  everybody's  affairs. 

"Keep  my  mind  free  from  the  recital 
of  endless  details— give  me  wings  to  get 
to  the  point. 

"I  ask  for  grace  enough  to  listen  to 
the  tale  of  anothers'  pain.  Help  me  to 
endure  them  with  patience,-  but  seal  my 
lips  on  my  own  aches  and  pains— they 
are  increasing,  and  my  love  of  rehears- 
ing them  is  becoming  sweeter  as  the 
years  go  by. 

"Teach  me  the  glorious  lesson  that 
occasionally  it  is  possible  that  I  may  be 
mistaken. 

"Keep  me  reasonably  sweet— I  do  not 
want  to  be  a  saint— some  of  them  are  so 
hard  to  live  with;  but  a  sour  old  person 
is  one  of  the  crowning  works  of  the 
devil. 

"Make  me  thoughtful,  but  not  moody,- 
helpful,  but  not  bossy. 

"With  my  vast  store  of  wisdom,  it 
seems  a  pity  not  to  use  it  all,  but  thou 
knowest,  Lord,  that  I  want  a  few  friends 
at  the  end.  Amen." 


IN  APPRECIATION 

Since  my  husband,  the  Rev.  R.  L.  Nor- 
ville,  became  ill  and  passed  away,  the 
spirit  of  Christmas  has  been  manifested 
towards  us  in  many  kind  and  wonderful 
ways. 

My  son,  Douglas,  and  I  have  felt  the 
sustaining  power  of  many  prayers  said 
for  us  and  our  faith  has  been  made 
strong.  Visits,  letters,  cards,  and  phone 
calls  have  brightened  our  days.  Also  the 
lovely  floral  arrangements,  gifts  of  food, 
and  other  gifts,  we  appreciate  very 
much.  The  remembrance  of  them  is  very 
dear  to  us.  Especially  do  we  appreciate 
our  many  minister  friends  that  showed 
their  respect  at  the  funeral  service. 

Thank  you  everyone  for  all  that  you 
did  and  may  God  bless  you  is  our  prayer. 
Respectfully  submitted, 
Mrs.  R.  L.  Norville  and  Son 
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^  FREE  WILL  BAPTIST  CHILDREN'S  HOME 

"A  Christian  Home  for  Boys  and  Cirls" 

MIDDLKSKX.  NORTH  (  \ROUY\  27357 

Phone  (919)  235-4079 


MR.  SAMMY  WEEKS,  Superintendent 


CHRISTMAS  PARTIES 

The  month  of  December  has  been  a 
very  joyous  one  for  the  Children's  Home. 
Each  of  the  cottages  have  received  gifts 
from  people  across  the  state  and  each 
one  had  at  least  one  Christmas  party. 
The  first  party  was  given  by  the  Pine 
Level,  North  Carolina,  Free  Will  Baptist 
Church  for  the  Albemarle  II  Cottage. 
This  was  followed  by  a  party  for  the 
Deans  Cottage  by  the  Mount  Zion  Free 
Will  Baptist  Church  from  Momeyer, 
North  Carolina. 

The  following  week  the  Victory  Bap- 
tist church  from  Rocky  Mount,  North 
Carolina,  gave  a  party  for  Albemarle  I 
Cottage  and  presented  a  gift  to  each  of 
the  other  cottages.  The  next  Sunday  the 
Christian  Church  in  Macclesfield,  North 
Carolina,  had  a  party  for  the  Rodgers 
Cottage.  The  concluding  party  was  by 
the  Hillcrest  Baptist  Church  of  Raleigh, 
North  Carolina,  for  the  Central  Cottage. 

The  children  all  enjoyed  the  gifts, 
games,  and  fellowship  of  these  groups. 
These  churches  presented  such  items  as 
lamps,  rugs,  clothes,  toys,  and  money. 
But  above  all,  the  children  once  more 
saw  the  real  meaning  of  Christmas— a 
time  of  love,  a  time  of  sharing,  a  time  to 
remind  us  of  God's  love. 


The  little  girls  in  the  Smith  Cottage 
had  two  parties— one  by  the  Daniels 
Chapel  Free  Will  Baptist  Church  near 
Wilson,  North  Carolina,  and  the  Phi  Beta 
Lamba  Club  of  Mount  Olive  College,  who 
are  pictured  above. 

Then  the  Christmas  parties  ended  with 
the  Home's  party  on  December  21.  This 
was  an  evening  that  had  a  great  mean- 


ing to  the  children  and  adults  who  were 
present. 

The  evening  started  off  with  a  Christ- 
mas supper  at  4:30  p.m.  for  the  chil- 
dren, staff,  and  Board  of  Trustees  mem- 
bers. The  meal  was  followed  by  a 
Christmas  program  in  Memorial  Chapel 
at  6  p.m.  There  were  about  250  per- 
sons present  to  hear  the  Christmas  songs 
and  Scripture  read.  At  6:45  the  children 
gathered  in  the  dining  hall  and  received 
their  Christmas  presents.  Shown  in  the 
picture  below  is  the  Rev.  Hubert  Burress 
with  his  money  bag.  Each  year  Mr.  Bur- 
ress comes  with  a  silver  dollar  for  each 
child.  Needless  to  say,  the  children  are 
happy  to  see  him. 


After  the  party  was  over,  the  children 
went  off  on  vacation  for  the  holidays 
and  we  adults  left  behind  found  it  rather 
lonesome  "on  the  hill."  We  were  glad 
to  see  them  return  on  New  Year's  Day. 


Special  Christmas  Gifts 

It  seems  that  all  our  Free  Will  Baptist 
churches  made  a  special  effort  to  make 
this  Christmas  a  special  one  for  our  chil- 
dren. For  this,  the  staff  and  trustees  of 
the  Home  are  very  grateful.  Examples 
of  what  our  churches  did  for  us  are 
shown  below: 

1.  The  Bible  Class  of  Calvary  Free  Will 
Baptist  Church  of  Wilson,  North  Carolina, 
bought  and  gave  us  19  suitcases  for  the 
children. 

2.  Little  Rock  Free  Will  Baptist  Church 
of  Lucama,  North  Carolina,  and  the  Mil- 
bournie  and  Marsh  Swamp  Free  Will  Bap- 


tist Churches  of  Sims,  North  Carolina- 
worked  together  to  buy  a  present  for 
each  child.  The  presents  ranged  in  value 
from  $12.50  to  $25  each. 

3.  Gum  Swamp  Free  Will  Baptis' 
Church  of  Greenville,  North  Carolina 
brought  a  load  of  clothes,  presents,  anc 
canned  goods. 

4.  Gethsemane  Free  Will  Baptisl 
Church  of  Tuscarora,  North  Carolina, 
brought  eight  boxes  of  fruit  (apples, 
oranges,  pears,  and  grapes). 

This  is  only  a  sampling  of  the  things 
our  churches  did  at  Christmastime.  There 
were  many  more  churches  who  helpec 
in  different  ways  and  we  sincerely  thank 
each  of  you.  Your  willingness  to  give 
and  share  truly  exemplifies  the  real 
meaning  of  Christmas. 


New  Television  for 
Rodgers  Cottage 


Christmas  came  early  for  our  older 
boys'  cottage,  Rodgers  Cottage.  The 
Central  Youth  District  presented  them 
with  a  check  for  $200.  The  youth  presi- 
dent, Miss  Faith  Langley,  presented  the 
check,  as  shown  in  the  picture,  to  the 
Rev.  and  Mrs.  Gene  Britt,  while  Donald 
Elmore,  one  of  the  older  boys,  observed. 
The  check  was  used  to  purchase  a  tele- 
vision for  the  boys'  den.  Each  of  the 
boys  is  thoroughly  enjoying  the  television 
and  it  will  help  brighten  their  Christmas. 
Mrs.  Jack  Dail  is  the  youth  sponsor  for 
the  Central  District. 


The  boss  was  pointing  out  to  his  sec- 
retary several  errors  she  had  made  dur- 
ing the  day,  when  she  interrupted  with, 
"Mr.  Jones,  it's  two  minutes  past  five 
and  you're  annoying  me  on  my  own 
time." 
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ALL  FOR  THE  LOVE 
OF  CASSIE 


by  Joyce  Proctor  Beaman 


All  for  the  Love  of  Cassie,  a  second 
lovel  by  teacher-librarian,  Joyce  Proctor 
Seaman,  written  especially  for  young 
)eople,  is  a  love  story  which  centers 
around  Cassie  Beckton,  who  lived  on  a 
:arm  in  Wilson  County  in  Eastern  North 
Carolina,  during  the  days  of  the  Great 
)epression.  In  1929,  when  the  stock 
narket  crashed,  Cassie  was  fourteen 
/ears  old.  Her  struggle  to  survive  in 
"hose  perilous,  penniless  days,  especially 
after  the  death  of  her  father,  is  one  of 
strength  and  courage.  Her  efforts  to 
attend  school,  to  work  as  a  nurse's  aide 
n  a  local  hospital,  and  her  work  in  the 
obacco  fields  to  try  to  save  the  family 
arm  led  to  maturity  which  prepares 
iassie  for  unexpected  love.  A  young 
nan,  with  "one  great  obsession,"  real- 
zes  the  beginning  of  the  fulfillment  of 
lis  dream  when  he  confesses  to  her:  "I 
;4id  it  all  for  the  love  of  Cassie." 
;  A  devoted  black  family,  as  well  as 
{ither  neighbors,  "Mr.  Gus"  (plagued  by 
liddiction  to  alcohol)  and  his  wife,  "Miss 
iossie,"  also  affect  the  life  of  Cassie, 
|er  mother,  and  her  younger  brother, 
jreddie,  in  a  very  real  way.  A  pet  coon 
|ugs  at  the  heartstrings,  too. 
!  Even  though  the  language  of  All  for 
he  Love  of  Cassie  is  simple  enough  for 
fie  young  reader,  perhaps  ages  12  and 
|p,  readers  of  all  ages  will  enjoy  this 
pder  love  story  as  well  as  learn  much 
bout  this  unique  period  in  American 
listory  as  it  affected  rural  America  and 
lillions  throughout  the  world. 

The  book  is  dedicated  to  the  author's 
arents,  Pauline  and  Jesse  Proctor.  Art 
i/ork  is  by  H.  Stevens  Benton  of  Wilson, 
lorth  Carolina. 
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NAMES  AND  TITLES  APPLIED  TO  CHRIST 

by  Nancy  Matthews 

Almighty 
Babe 
Beloved 
Blessed 
Bread  of  Life 
Carpenter 
Creator 
Father 
Firstborn 
Foundation 
Friend 
Holy 
I  Am 
Jesus 
Judge 
King 
Lamb 
Life 
Lord 
Master 
Nazarene 
Prince  of  Peace 
Rock 
Savior 
Shepherd 
Son 
Star 
Sword 
Vine 

Wonderful 
Word 
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Christ  has  been  called  more  names  and  titles  than  any  other  person  who  has  ever 
lived.  Can  you  find  the  words  in  the  list  on  the  right  in  the  puzzle  above?  The 
words  may  be  spelled  backwards  or  forwards  and  may  be  vertical,  horizontal,  or 
diagonal. 

The  answers  will  appear  in  the  next  issue  of  the  "Baptist." 


Mrs.  Beaman  is  a  French  teacher  and 
librarian  at  Saratoga  Central  High  School, 
Saratoga,  North  Carolina.  She  holds  a 
Master's  Degree  from  East  Carolina  Uni- 
versity, Greenville,  North  Carolina,  in 
Education,  English,  and  Supervision,-  and 
a  Bachelor's  Degree  in  French  and  Library 
Science. 

She  has  recently  been  listed  in  World's 


Who's  Who  of  Women,  Contemporary 
Authors,  Dictionary  of  International  Biog- 
raphy, Personalities  of  the  South,  and 

other  similar  works. 

The  above-mentioned  books  may  be 
purchased  from  the  Ayden  Bible  and 
Bookstore,  811  North  Lee  Street,  Ayden, 
North  Carolina,  or  any  of  its  branch 
stores  at  Smithfield,  New  Bern,  or  Wil- 
son, North  Carolina. 


NEW  CATALOGS  READY 

The  new  1974  catalogs  of  home  and  church  supplies  are  now  available 
at  the  Ayden  Bible  and  Bookstore,  811  North  Lee  Street,  Ayden,  North  Caro- 
lina 28513,  or  any  of  its  branch  stores  at  Smithfield,  New  Bern,  or  Wilson, 
North  Carolina.  Come  by  either  of  these  stores  and  pick  up  your  copy,  or 
mail  your  request  to  the  Ayden  Bible  and  Bookstore. 
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Sometime  ago  I  was  counseling  with 
a  young  lady  who  seemed  to  be  very  con- 
cerned about  knowing  the  will  of  God. 
She  kept  saying  to  me,  "If  you  would 
just  tell  me  what  God  wants  me  to  do  I 
would  do  it."  She  seemed  to  think  that 
because  I  was  a  minister  I  knew  God's 
will  about  her  life,-  but,  of  course,  I  did 
not. 

How  does  one  find  God's  specific  will 
for  his  life?  Will  God  speak  to  us  in 
some  miraculous  or  supernatural  way 
and  tell  us  what  is  His  will  for  us? 

There  are  those  who  say  that  God  does 
speak  in  some  supernatural  way  to  His 
children.  They  offer  as  proof  many  in- 
stances from  the  Bible  where  God  did 
speak  in  a  miraculous  way  to  individuals. 
God  appeared  to  Abraham  in  physical 
form  and  talked  to  him  regarding  His 
will  and  plan  for  his  life.  He  spoke  to 
Moses  through  a  burning  bush.  He  sent 
an  angel  from  heaven  to  impart  a  mes- 
sage to  Gideon.  He  called  Samuel  by 
name  in  the  hours  of  the  night.  He  ap- 
peared to  Paul  in  a  blinding  light.  There 
are  many  instances  in  the  Bible  where 
God  spoke  directly  to  individuals.  But 
the  question  is,  "Does  God  speak  in  a 
supernatural  way  to  individuals  today  to 
make  His  will  known  to  them?" 

We  do  not  doubt  that  God  speaks  to 
the  individual  today  through  the  still 
small  voice,  and  if  necessary  God  could 
speak  in  some  miraculous  way  as  He  did 
in  Bible  times,-  but  it  seems  doubtful  that 
such  a  method  is  necessary  today.  The 
opening  thought  of  the  Book  of  Hebrews 
tells  us,  "God,  who  at  sundry  times  and 
in  divers  manners  spake  in  time  past 
unto  the  fathers  by  the  prophets"  (v.  1). 
The  Bible  records  many  ways  that  God 
spoke  to  men  concerning  His  will.  Now 
observe  the  next  verse  of  Hebrews  1: 
"Hath  in  these  last  days  spoken  unto  us 
by  his  Son,  whom  he  hath  appointed  heir 
of  all  things,  by  whom  also  he  made  the 
worlds."  The  implication  of  the  Scrip- 
ture is  that  God  spoke  in  various  ways 
in  the  past,  but  in  these  days  He  is  speak- 
ing through  Christ. 


PRAYER  BRINGS  AND 
CHANGES  THINGS 

by  Delmas  Brown 
Dover,  North  Carolina 

The  place  and  names  of  those  involved 
are  omitted  here  because  they  seek  no 
praise  of  men.  The  Bible  says,  ".  .  .  do 
not  your  alms  before  men,  .  .  .  and  thy 
Father  which  seeth  in  secret  himself 
shall  reward  thee  openly"  (Matthew  6: 
1,  4). 

About  a  month  ago  about  a  half  dozen 
Christians  of  a  local  Free  Will  Baptist 
church  met  in  the  home  of  one  member 
of  the  group  involved,  unbeknowing  to 
their  pastor.  There  they  prayed  for 
him,  asking  God  to  bless  him  and  give 
him  strength  to  carry  on  under  physical 
stress,  because  of  the  great  distance  he 
had  to  travel  to  pastor  their  church. 
Their  concern  and  prayer  was  that  their 
church  might  become  more  spiritual, 
slack  members  be  strengthened,  and 
more  Christians  become  motivated  to  be 
more  attentive  and  devoted  to  the  ser- 
vice of  God. 

This  first  meeting  was  on  a  Saturday 
night.  They  talked  of  these  problems 
and  prayed  about  them,  which  lasted  un- 
til about  eleven  o'clock.  They  agreed  to 
pledge  themselves  to  do  more  for  God 
and  support  their  pastor  in  prayer  and 
deed,  giving  their  all.  They  also  agreed 
that  the  next  day,  being  Sunday,  if  the 
Spirit  spoke  to  either  one  of  them,  that 
that  individual  would  respond  to  the 
Spirit.  That  Sunday  the  pastor's  mes- 
sage was  entitled,  "Giving  Your  All  to 
Jesus,"  using  the  widow  and  her  two 
mites  as  the  basis  for  his  sermon.  As 
the  message  progressed,  the  six  men  in- 
volved began  to  look  at  each  other  with 
amazement,  wondering  which  one  had 
told  the  pastor  of  their  meeting  and  of 
their  discussion. 

When  the  invitation  was  given,  God 
spoke  to  their  hearts,  and  they  came 
forth  with  tears  running  down  their 
cheeks.  As  they  came  forward,  others 
began  to  come  too.   How  many  came  I 


This  does  not  mean  that  God  does  not 
deal  with  the  individual  heart;  He  does. 
It  does  not  mean  that  God  does  not  make 
His  will  known  to  men,-  He  does.  It  does 
mean  that  the  canon  of  the  Bible  is  full, 
and  that  we  cannot  expect  any  greater 
or  fuller  revelation  of  God  than  that 
which  we  have  in  the  Bible.  But  this 
does  not  mean  that  God  does  not  deal 
with  hearts  in  an  individual  way. 


do  not  know,  but  the  altar  was  full  with'' 
some  kneeling  in  back  of  others. 

After  the  service  was  over  they  asked 
the  pastor  who  told  him  of  their  discus- 
sion the  night  before.  Of  course  the 
pastor  did  not  know  what  they  were  talk- 
ing about,  but  soon  learned  all  about  it. 
They  could  hardly  believe  that  God  had 
answered  their  prayers  so  quickly.  In 
fact,  they  were  like  so  many  of  us  today 
who  pray:  we  do  not  expect  any  change 
or  results.  But  in  this  case  God  proved 
that  He  knows  all  things  and  rewarded 
openly. 

That  Sunday  evening  during  the  even- 
ing service  there  were  more  results. 
Then  the  next  Sunday  and  the  following 
Wednesday  evening  wonderful  services 
were  held.  All  this  because  a  few  con- 
cerned men  prayed  earnestly,  proving 
that  prayer  changes  things. 

(The  above  article  was  written  by  a 
happy  and  grateful  pastor,  the  Rev.  Del- 
mas Brown.) 


BIDING  MY  TIME 

by  Alton  B.  Waters  Sr. 

As  I  sit  here  now  in  my  old  rocking  chair 
Thinking  of  my  life— each  joy,  each  tear,- 
I'm  made  to  wonder  just  how  it  can  be 
That  God  has  given  this  great  life  to  me. 

I  feel  so  unworthy  of  things  that  I  have 
had, 

Knowing  that  the  good  has  outweighed  | 
the  bad. 

I  have  been  blessed  with  good  health  all 
my  life, 

With  courage  and  knowledge  to  over- 
come each  strife. 

I  think  of  my  family— the  love  and  the 
joy 

I  have  gotten  from  them:  each  girl,  each 
boy. 

The  love  they  have  brought  made  me  to 
see 

How  really  great  this  life  on  earth  can 
be. 

Each  friend  that  has  helped  me— some- 
way, somehow, 

I  pause  to  thank  them  for  all  their  deeds 
just  now. 

These  treasures  I've  had  and  the  others 
are  fine, 

But  I  must  give  them  up— I'm  biding  my 
time. 


Of  course  it  takes  all  kinds  of  people 
to  make  a  world,  but  a  lot  of  them  won't 
help. 
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QUESTIONS 
BIBLE  ANSWERS 

Conducted  by  J.  P.  BARROW 
Route  1,  Box  475,  LaGrange,  North  Carolina  28551 


Question:  Please  explain  "Dearly  be- 
oved,  I  beseech  you  as  strangers  and 
ailgrims,  abstain  from  fleshly  lusts, 
which  war  against  the  soul;  Having  your 
:onversation  honest  among  the  Gentiles: 
that,  whereas  they  speak  against  you  as 
jvildoers,  they  may  be  your  good  works, 
which  they  shall  behold,  glorify  God  in 
the  day  of  visitation"  (1  Peter  2:11,  12). 
What  are  we  to  understand  by  "fleshly 
usts"? 

Answer:  Those  lusts  that  influence  one 
to  seek  to  satisfy  the  natural  appetites 
)f  the  old  man  without  giving  proper  con- 
sideration of  the  rules  in  the  Bible  con- 
:erning  these.  The  natural  appetite  for 
noney  and  a  plentiful  supply  of  that 
which  money  may  purchase  led  Judas 
scariot  to  betray  Jesus,  selling  Him  for 
:hirty  pieces  of  silver.  It  was  the  giving 
/ent  to  lusts  of  the  eyes  of  David  when 
le  saw  beautiful  Bathsheba  bathing  and 
>ent  for  her  and  committed  adultery 
with  her;  and  then,  finding  himself  in  a 
iituation  that  he  was  not  cunning  enough 
o  cover  up,  gave  orders  that  brought 
he  sin  of  murdering  her  husband  upon 
lim.  The  same  type  of  lust  caused  Sam- 
son, God's  chosen  judge,  to  seek  a  bride 
:rom  among  the  uncircumcised  Philis- 
ines  (Israel's  enemy)  rather  than  follow 
lis  parent's  suggestion  to  take  a  wife 
rom  one  of  the  tribes  of  Israel.  This 
jrought  to  him  imprisonment,  blindness, 
ind  death.  These  three  are  characteris- 
ic  of  what  following  one's  fleshly  de- 
>i res  unrestrained  will  bring  a  Christian 
Mo. 

Dr.  F.  B.  Meyer  makes  a  worthwhile 
(omment  on  the  subject  as  found  on 
'age  343  in  Peloubet's  1968  Select 
(lotes,  which  follows: 

"Fleshly  lusts  (v.  11)  are  those  which 
leek  their  gratification  through  the  ave- 
)ues  of  the  physical  nature  with  which 
!5od  has  endowed  us.  We  are  provided 
ivith  certain  natural  instincts  and  de- 
jires,  which  have  been  implanted  for 
ight  and  useful  purposes,  and  are  in- 
jocent  and  right  when  regulated  by  the 


will  of  God.  But  these  natural  appetites 
are  constantly  fretting  against  restraint, 
yearning  for  unlawful  gratification, 
seething  and  foaming  as  the  sea  waves 
against  a  harbor  bar.  .  .  .  Excessive  indul- 
gence in  any  appetite  injures  the  body, 
and  especially  the  organs  through  which 
the  sin  against  the  whole  fabric  has  been 
committed.  But  we  may  not  all  realize 
how  destructive  these  fleshly  lusts  are 
to  the  inner  life.  They  attack  and  con- 
quer it,  and  lead  it  into  captivity,  im- 
pairing its  energies,  sullying  its  purity, 
lowering  its  tone,  and  cutting  off  the 
locks  of  moral  strength." 

The  Bible  makes  clear  to  the  Christian 
the  fact  that  when  a  Christian  is  saved 
then  Satan  puts  forth  his  most  strenu- 
ous efforts  and  uses  his  most  cunning 
wiles  to  defeat  him.  Jesus  warns  us  to 
".  .  .  beware  of  men:  .  .  ."  (Matthew  10: 
17).  He  says  this  to  His  followers  He  is 
sending  forth  ".  .  .  sheep  in  the  midst  of 
wolves:  .  .  ."  (Matthew  10:16).  He 
recognizes  this  natural  or  unconverted 
person  as  one  that  inclines  toward  car- 
nal or  natural  things  having  appetites 
for  such,  and  that  these  Christians  whom 
He  sends  will  always  be  in  the  minority. 
Joseph  was  in  the  minority  when  his 
ten  half  brothers  conspired  to  kill  him, 
but  made  a  short  cut  when  the  oppor- 
tunity came  in  the  passing  caravan  of 
Ishmaelites  and  Midianites  en  route  from 
Mesopotamia  to  Egypt  brought  them  the 
opportunity  to  sell  him  for  twenty  pieces 
of  silver. 

What  a  glorious  and  grand  oppor- 
tunity this  brought  Joseph  who  was  sold 
to  Potiphar,  captain  of  Pharaoh's  guard, 
because  he  was  of  the  quality  of  a  saint 
that  would  remain  true  to  his  God  and 
to  them  that  had  trusted  him,  regardless 
to  what  might  result  from  his  loyalty. 
He  did  what  the  Bible  tells  us  to  do  in 
behalf  of  the  kind  of  lusts  we  are  con- 
sidering. "But  godliness  with  content- 
ment is  great  gain.  .  .  .  That  thou  keep 
this  commandment  without  spot,  unre- 
bukeable,  until   the  appearing  of  our 


Lord  Jesus  Christ"  (1  Timothy  6:6,  14); 
"Flee  also  youthful  lusts:  but  follow 
righteousness,  faith,  charity,  peace,  with 
them  that  call  on  the  Lord  out  of  a  pure 
heart"  (2  Timothy  2:22);  "Abstain  from 
all  appearance  of  evil"  (1  Thessalonians 

5:22). 

Paul  in  another  place  describes  the 
works  of  the  flesh  in  quite  a  bit  of  de- 
tail as  follows:  "Now  the  works  of  the 
flesh  are  manifest,  which  are  these,- 
Adultery,  fornication,  uncleanness,  las- 
civiousness,  Idolatry,  witchcraft,  hatred, 
variance,  emulations,  wrath,  strife,  sedi- 
tions, heresies,  Envyings,  murders, 
drunkenness,  revellings,  and  such  like: 
of  the  which  I  tell  you  before,  as  I  have 
also  told  you  in  time  past,  that  they 
which  do  such  things  shall  not  inherit 
the  kingdom  of  God"  (Galatians  5:19-21). 

The  flesh  or  carnal  nature  will  make 
it  hard  for  the  spiritual  man  as  long  as 
it  coexists  with  or  lives  with  him;  there- 
fore, it  is  the  duty  of  the  new  man  in 
Christ  to  be  exercising  himself  in  a  con- 
tinuous effort  to  destroy  the  works  of 
the  old  man.  "But  as  then  he  that  was 
born  after  the  flesh  persecuted  him  that 
was  born  after  the  Spirit,  even  so  it  is 
now.  Nevertheless  what  saith  the  scrip- 
ture? Cast  out  the  bondwoman  and  her 
son:  for  the  son  of  the  bondwoman  shall 
not  be  heir  with  the  son  of  the  freewom- 
an"  (Galatians  4:29,  30);  "I  am  crucified 
with  Christ:  nevertheless  I  live;  yet  not 
I,  but  Christ  liveth  in  me:  and  the  life 
which  I  now  live  in  the  flesh  I  live  by 
the  faith  of  the  Son  of  God,  who  loved 
me,  and  gave  himself  for  me"  (Galatians 
2:20);  "Always  bearing  about  in  the  body 
the  dying  of  the  Lord  Jesus,  that  the  life 
of  Jesus  might  be  made  manifest  in  our 
body.  ...  For  which  cause  we  faint  not; 
but  though  our  outward  man  perish,  yet 
the  inward  man  is  renewed  day  by  day" 
(2  Corinthians  4:10,  16);  "For  in  this  we 
groan,  earnestly  desiring  to  be  clothed 
upon  with  our  house  which  is  from  heav- 
en: ..  .  Therefore  if  any  man  be  in 
Christ,  he  is  a  new  creature:  old  things 
are  passed  away;  behold,  all  things  are 
become  new.  .  .  .  Now  then  we  are  am- 
bassadors for  Christ,  as  though  God  did 
beseech  you  by  us:  we  pray  you  in 
Christ's  stead,  be  ye  reconciled  to  God" 
(2  Corinthians  5:2,  17,  20);  "For  ye  know 
the  grace  of  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ,  that, 
though  he  was  rich,  yet  for  your  sakes 
he  became  poor,  that  ye  through  his  pov- 
erty might  be  rich"  (2  Corinthians  8:9); 
"And  God  is  able  to  make  all  grace 
abound  toward  you,-  that  ye,  always  hav- 
(continued  on  page  fifteen) 
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S  TORIES 

for  our  youth 


A  LIVING  SACRIFICE 

MILDRED  DORAN 

HOW  was  your  day  today?"  Mr.  For- 
rest asked  the  eleven-year-old  twins, 
hred  and  Fran,  as  the  family  was  having 
dinner. 

"Oh,  all  right,"  answered  Fred  be- 
tween mouthfuls.  "We  have  a  college 
student  helping  out  with  gym,  and  he's 
great.  He's  teaching  the  boys  to  do 
'chin-ups,'  and  all  kinds  of  exercises." 

"The  boys  have  all  the  fun,"  com- 
plained Fran.  "All  we  did  was  play 
dodge  ball." 

"Oh,  you're  just  jealous  because  we 
had  the  new,  young  teacher,"  teased 
Fred.  "He  really  makes  exercises  fun. 
He  said  that  he's  dedicating  his  life  to 
teaching  boys  how  to  keep  physically 
fit." 

"That  sounds  good,  Fred,"  said  Mrs. 
Forrest.  "And  Fran,  how  did  your  piano 
lesson  go  today?" 

"Mrs.  Read  said  I  did  very  well, 
Mother,"  beamed  Fran.  "In  fact— well- 
she  said  that  I'm  doing  so  well  that  I 
ought  to  become  a  very  fine  pianist 
someday." 

Later  that  evening,  when  Mrs.  Forrest 
came  upstairs  to  say  good  night  to  the 
twins,  she  saw  a  puzzled  look  on  Fran's 
face  and  asked  her  about  it. 

"Mother,  I  have  just  read  Romans, 
Chapter  12,"  explained  Fran.  "It  says  in 
the  very  first  verse  that  we  should  sac- 
rifice ourselves.  Does  that  mean  to  kill 
ourselves  and  be  like  the  animals  the 
Old  Testament  priests  sacrificed  in  their 
worship  services?" 

Mrs.  Forrest  answered  carefully,  "The 
Old  Testament  priests  offered  sacrifices 
for  the  forgiveness  of  the  people's  sins. 
The  priests  did  this  while  looking  for- 
ward to  the  promised  Saviour.  He  would 


give  Himself  as  the  once-for-all  Sacrifice. 
After  Jesus'  death  and  resurrection, 
there  was  no  more  need  to  offer  sacri- 
fices in  order  to  have  sins  forgiven." 

Fred  had  quietly  slipped  into  his  sis- 
ter's room  with  his  Bible  open  to  Ro- 
mans 12:1.  "It  says  that  our  bodies 
should  be  a  living  sacrifice,"  he  inter- 
rupted. "How  can  we  be  sacrificed  and 
still  be  living?" 

Mother  continued,  "When  you  sacri- 
fice, you're  giving  something  that  you 
love  very  much.  For  instance,  Fred's 
gym  teacher  is  sacrificing,  or  dedicating, 
his  life  to  help  boys.  Mrs.  Read  thinks 
that  Fran  could  be  a  fine  musician  be- 
cause she  puts  herself  wholeheartedly 
into  her  music.  Now  let  me  ask  you  a 
question.  After  we  become  Christians, 
what  does  God  expect  of  us?" 

Fred  looked  up  thoughtfully.  "God 
wants  us  to  tell  others  how  to  be  saved." 

"And  He  wants  us  to  be  kind  and  love 
everybody,"  Fran  continued. 

"But  can  we  do  these  things  on  our 
own  strength,  and  do  them  in  the  way 
God  wishes?"  asked  Mother. 

Fran  shook  her  head  firmly.  "No, 
sometimes  we  make  a  mess  of  things 
and  probably  God  isn't  at  all  pleased 
with  the  way  we  act." 

"Say,  now  I  understand,"  exclaimed 
Fred.  "When  one  becomes  a  Christian, 
he  takes  Jesus  as  his  own  Saviour.  Then 
he  should  let  Him  have  his  whole  life." 

"You're  both  right,"  agreed  Mother. 
"We  must  dedicate,  or  give  wholeheart- 
edly, our  lives,  our  talents,  and  every- 
thing we  have  to  God.  We  must  let 
Him  live  in  us  and  through  us." 

"But,  Mom,  does  that  mean  I  can't  do 
anything  I  want  to  do?"  asked  Fred. 
"Suppose  I  want  to  be  a  businessman 
when  I  grow  up,  and  God  wants  me  to 
be  a  teacher.  If  I  have  to  put  up  with 
a  bunch  of  little  kids  all  my  life,  how 
could  I  be  happy?" 

Mother  smiled.   "If  you  give  yourself 


completely  to  God,  and  really  want  i6 
do  His  will,  you'll  be  happy,  whatever 
it  is.  God  does  not  delight  in  making  us 
miserabie.  He  leads  us  in  the  best  way 
because  He  knows  what  is  best  for  us." 

"Isn't  it  hard  to  give  God  everything 
and  to  live  all-out  for  Him?"  Fran  asked. 

"Let  me  answer  that  by  asking  you  a 
question,"  replied  Mother.  "Do  you 
think  Fred  could  ever  be  a  very  dedicat-' 
ed  pianist?" 

"Ugh,  no,"  grunted  Fred. 

"I  guess  not,"  laughed  Mother.  "But; 
Fran  is  different.  She  enjoys  playing 
the  piano.  Do  you  think  the  new  gym; 
teacher  is  dedicated  to  the  task  of  teach- 
ing boys  only  because  he  feels  it  is  a 
good  and  important  cause?" 

"No,  he  likes  to  do  it.  You  can  tell,i 
answered  Fred. 

"That's  the  difference,  children,"  ex- 
plained Mrs.  Forrest.  "It  all  depends  or 
how  much  we  love  God.  If  we  don't 
know  Him  very  well,  we're  more  likely 
to  want  to  go  our  own  way.  But  if  we1 
love  Him  with  all  our  hearts  and  really 
know  how  wonderful  He  is,  it's  easy  tc 
give  Him  all  of  ourselves  and  everything 
we  have.  Then  we'll  want  to  put  Hin! 
first,  whether  we're  playing  the  piano1 
or  playing  baseball,  and,  really,  we'll  be1 
happier  for  it." 

Suddenly  the  familiar  sound  of  the! 
family  car  coming  into  the  garage  wa^ 
heard.  Mr.  Forrest  was  returning  from1 
an  errand  to  Grandmother's  house.  Soor 
they  heard  his  voice.  "Anybody  awake 
here?  Grandma  baked  today.  Corru 
and  see  what  she  sent  you.  Is  anybody 
hungry?" 

As  the  twins  ran  downstairs,  Frarj 
whispered  to  Fred,  "If  we  give  ourselves 
to  God  and  serve  Him,  He  not  only  make? 
us  happy,  but  He  gives  rewards,  too 
doesn't  He?"— Selected. 


One  Night  Too  Late 

One  night  at  a  revival  meeting  a  youni 
lady  was  urged  to  repent.  She  said, 
will  seek  the  Lord  tomorrow  night."  Tb 
next  evening  her  mother  found  that  sh> 
intended  to  go  to  a  ball,  and  she  beggei 
her  not  to  do  so.  .cue  replied,  "I  will  g> 
if  I  die,"  and  went  upstairs  to  dress.  ! 
young  man  came  to  take  her  to  the  bal  l 
She  was  called,  but  did  not  answer.  He 
mother  went  to  her  room  and  found  he > 
sitting  before  the  glass,  putting  a  rit 
bon  in  her  hair,  but  she  was  a  corpse 
She  waited  one  night,  and  lost  her  soul 
—Selected. 
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MOUNT  OLIVE.  NORTH  CAROLINA 


1973  PROGRESS 
REPORT 

A  report  on  the  progress  of  Mount 
Dlive  College  during  1973  released  re- 
:ently  by  President  W.  Burkette  Raper 
•evealed  significant  developments  in 
»very  division  of  the  college's  operation. 
\Aajor  items  listed  included: 

—The  gift  of  Eagles  Nest  Conference 
Center  by  the  W.  P.  Kemp  Foundation  of 
Soldsboro,  North  Carolina.  This  beauti- 
ful fifty-acre  campsite,  located  seven 
[niles  from  the  College  campus,  is  being 
developed  into  a  center  that  will  provide 
accommodations  for  youth,  church,  and 
jcout  camp  activities,-  and  it  will  also 
serve  as  a  social,  recreational,  and  edu- 
cational extension  of  the  main  campus. 
Future  plans  also  call  for  conference 
facilities  for  business,  industrial,  and 
jrofessional  groups.  A  full-time  direc- 
or  for  Eagles  Nest  has  been  appointed 
and  will  begin  his  duties  in  late  spring 
bf  1974. 

—Construction  of  a  chapel.  In  mid- 
summer contracts  were  awarded  and 
instruction  was  begun  on  a  $250,000 
chapel  in  the  center  of  the  1 10-acre  cam- 
bus  on  Highway  117  Bypass.  Comple- 
tion of  this  long-awaited  addition  to  the 
;ampus  is  expected  in  the  spring  of 
1974. 

—Plans  for  two  additional  buildings 

/vere  made  during  1973.  Committees 
were  appointed  to  prepare  the  specifi- 
cations for  a  physical  education  center 
and  a  college  union,  and  it  is  anticipated 
mat  architectural  drawings  can  be  corn- 
Dieted  during  the  forthcoming  year. 
These  buildings,  when  added  to  the  pres- 
ent Henderson  Academic  Building,  the 
\Aoye  Library,  the  Dormitory  Complex  for 
|/Vomen,  and  the  recently  completed  Dor- 
mitory for  Men,  will  give  Mount  Olive 
jfor  the  first  time  a  complete  unit  of 
^educational  facilities.  Additional  build- 
ings can  then  be  added  as  growth  in  the 
fetudent  body  requires. 

—The  admissions  office  was  reorgan- 


ized and  expanded.  For  the  first  time 
an  off-campus  area  associate  director  of 
admissions  was  appointed,  which  brought 
to  three  the  number  of  full-time  persons 
in  this  office,  and  the  focus  of  the  of- 
fice was  changed  from  processing  appli- 
cations for  admission  to  the  recruitment 
of  students  on  a  personal  basis.  During 
the  academic  year  which  ended  in  1973 
Mount  Olive  College  provided  nearly  one- 
fourth  million  dollars  in  a  comprehensive 
program  of  student  financial  assistance, 
and  this  level  of  assistance  will  be  main- 
tained during  1974. 

—Private  and  church  gifts  to  Mount 
Olive  College  during  the  fiscal  year  end- 
ing in  1973  set  an  all-time  record  of 
$600,000,  including  contributions  to  the 
development  program,  operating  budget, 
endowment,  and  student  aid.  For  the 
third  consecutive  year  the  College  operat- 
ed a  balanced  budget  of  nearly  $1  mil- 
lion. 

—In  academic  and  student  life  areas 
plans  were  inaugurated  for  the  enrich- 
ment and  development  of  these  pro- 
grams. A  grant  from  the  Z.  Smith  Rey- 
nolds Foundation  provided  funds  for  the 
appointment  of  a  counselor  and  the  de- 
velopment of  a  comprehensive  program 
of  counseling  and  guidance  in  all  areas 
of  student  life.  The  program  of  Coop- 
erative Education  was  reorganized  to 
provide  for  a  significant  number  of 
students  to  have  career  work  experiences 
as  an  integral  part  of  their  academic 
programs.  Plans  for  a  foreign  exchange 
program  with  Birzeit  College  in  the  Holy 
Land  were  confirmed,  but  due  to  the  in- 
ternational situation  in  the  Middle  East, 
implementation  has  been  temporarily  de- 
ferred. The  Olive  tree,  however,  a  sym- 
bol of  peace  which  President  Raper 
brought  from  the  Holy  Land  during  his 
spring  visit,  appears  to  be  doing  well 
on  the  Mount  Olive  campus! 

—With  significant  implications  for  the 
future,  a  special  committee  appointed  in 
1973  to  study  the  feasibility  of  Mount 
Olive  becoming  a  four-year  degree  grant- 
ing college  has  reported  to  the  Board  of 


Trustees  that  such  a  move  is  feasible. 
The  report  is  now  being  evaluated  and 
the  requirements  and  advantages  of 
senior  college  status  are  being  thorough- 
ly investigated  by  the  trustees,  adminis- 
tration, and  faculty,-  and  during  January 
open  forums  will  be  held  throughout 
Eastern  North  Carolina  to  give  members 
of  the  First  Free  Will  Baptist  Church, 
alumni,  and  friends  of  the  College  an 
opportunity  to  participate  in  this  historic 
decision. 

"In  retrospect,  1973  was  an  epoch 
year  for  Mount  Olive  College,"  President 
Raper  concluded,  "and  we  shall  use  it 
as  a  foundation  stone  for  even  greater 
achievements  during  1974.  We  believe 
that  our  future  is  limited  only  by  the 
level  of  dedication  we  bring  to  it." 


Educational 
Opportunity  at 
Mount  Olive  College 

During  the  spring  semester  at  Mount 
Olive  College,  Free  Will  Baptists  will  have 
good  opportunities  to  "Study  to  shew 
themselves  approved  unto  God,  .  .  ."  (2 
Timothy  2:15). 

New  Semester:  A  new  semester  began 
January  7,  but  new  and  transferring 
students  still  have  time  to  enroll.  The 
College  is  continuing  its  special  scholar- 
ship to  the  wives  of  ministers  (licensed 
and  ordained)  under  which  they  can  en- 
roll as  regular  students  for  only  $10  per 
course. 

Night  Classes:  "The  Free  Will  Baptist 
Church-.  Its  History,  Doctrine,  and  Gov- 
ernment," taught  by  Dr.  W.  Burkette 
Raper,  meets  Monday  nights:  January 
14— May  6.  Registration  and  first  class 
will  be  Monday,  January  14,  at  7  p.m., 
in  the  Henderson  Building  (Room  113). 
"Religion  in  America"  (a  study  of  the 
role  of  Christianity  in  the  development 
of  American  institutions  and  patterns  of 
life)  meets  Thursday  nights.  Registra- 
tion and  first  class  is  Thursday,  January 
10,  at  7  p.m.,  in  the  Henderson  Building. 
The  teacher  will  be  the  Rev.  Sheldon 
Howard. 

Information  on  Both  Courses:  Courses 
are  open  to  laymen  and  ministers.  They 
may  be  taken  for  college  credit  (3  semes- 
ter hours)  or  without  credit.  The  cost 
is  $10  per  course.  No  advanced  regis- 
tration is  necessary.  Why  not  get  a  car 
pool  of  four  persons  and  then  each  per- 
(continued  on  page  fifteen) 
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ST.  CLAIRE  BIBLE  CLAS£"} 
THE  SUNDAY  fC*Z$$*>> 


SCHOOL  LESSON^, 

FOR  JANUARY  20 


V 


Love  Among  Believers 

Lesson  Text:  John  13:1-5,  12-14,  34,  35 
Memory  Verse:  John  13:35 

I.  INTRODUCTION 

Love  for  the  brethren  is  the  badge 
that  identifies  us  as  true  followers  of 
Jesus.  Jesus  himself  set  the  example 
for  us  by  showing  His  undying  love  for 
His  own.  He  strove  to  set  within  us 
that  same  love.  But  without  Christian 
humility  such  love  cannot  flourish,  if  in- 
deed it  exists.  Love  expresses  itself  in 
service,  but  service  will  not  be  rendered 
if  there  is  a  lack  of  humility.  Pride  de- 
mands service  to  itself;  humility  gives 
service.  These  and  other  Christian  prin- 
ciples are  set  forth  in  this  lesson. 

More  than  anything  else  Jesus  wanted 
His  disciples,  just  as  He  wants  us,  to 
love  one  another;  but  He  knew  that  there 
were  jealousy  and  strife  among  them, 
each  desiring  to  have  the  highest  seats 
at  the  table  and  in  the  kingdom  which 
they  thought  He  would  presently  set  up. 
On  the  occasion  of  the  Passover  Feast, 
Jesus  saw  His  opportunity  to  teach  them 
a  lesson  in  humility  and  love,  so  He  en- 
tered into  the  activities  mentioned  in 
this  lesson  text.  If  we  will  follow  the 
sequence  of  events  as  given  us  in  the 
Bible,  we  will  discover  exactly  what  Je- 
sus did,  when  He  did  it,  and  why.  In 
this  way,  and  in  this  way  alone,  can  we 
arrive  at  the  clear  truth  of  the  Scrip- 
tures regarding  the  most  unusual  activity 
of  Jesus  on  this  occasion. 

The  activity  we  speak  of  was  the  in- 
cident of  Jesus'  washing  the  feet  of  His 
disciples,  and  we  must  be  more  concern- 
ed with  the  truth  than  with  habit  or  cus- 
tom which  may  have  grown  from  a  lack 
of  understanding  of  this  activity,  when 
it  was  done  and  why.— The  Advanced 
Quarterly  (F.W.B.). 

II.  HINTS  THAT  HELP 

A.  Some  people  say  that  they  do  not 
believe  in  feet  washing  because  it  is  not 
found  in  the  Gospels  but  once.  If  you 
take  out  of  the  Gospels  that  which  is 
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only  found  in  one  Gospel  you  will  de- 
stroy much  that  is  good.  Why  do  men 
feel  this  way  about  the  feet  washing, 
but  do  not  say  this  about  the  other  pas- 
sages? 

B.  The  washing  of  each  other's  feet 
should  draw  God's  people  closer  to- 
gether. It  will  do  so  if  we  wash  one 
another's  feet  in  love.  It  might  drive 
us  further  apart  if  we  are  hypocritical. 

C.  Sometime  ago  a  man  asked  this 
writer  if  he  did  not  think  that  the  time 
would  soon  come  when  Free  Will  Baptist 
churches  no  longer  washed  feet  in  the 
church.  It  might,  but  if  it  does  it  will 
be  because  we  have  allowed  pride  to 
come  in.  It  certainly  cannot  be  because 
the  Bible  does  not  teach  it. 

D.  Study  the  Lord's  Supper  and  the 
command  of  Jesus  to  baptize  disciples. 
Are  they  any  plainer  than  this  teaching 
here  in  John  13  on  the  feet  washing? 

E.  If  God's  people  would  show  to  the 
world  that  we  love  one  another  and  that 
we  love  them,  we  would  have  a  great 
part  of  the  job  of  winning  men  done  be- 
cause of  the  way  God's  love  attracts 
men.-The  Bible  Teacher  (F.W.B.). 

III.  ADDITIONAL  TRUTHS 

A.  Jesus  gave  a  divine  measure  to  the 
commandment  to  love  one  another.  How 
much  are  we  to  love  others?  Jesus  told 
His  disciples,  "As  I  have  loved  you." 
Christ's  love  was  self-effacing,  as  por- 
trayed by  His  washing  the  disciples'  feet. 
His  love  was  self-sacrificing,  as  seen  in 
the  fact  that  He  gave  His  life  a  ransom 
for  us  all. 

On  this  night  before  Jesus'  death,  the 
disciples  were  quarrelsome  and  divisive. 
In  the  face  of  the  near  departure  of  their 
Shepherd,  there  was  need  for  a  poignant 
message  on  love.  But  Jesus  did  not 
merely  tell  them  to  love  one  another. 
He  gave  them  an  example  of  what  true 
love  was.  He  gave  them  a  measuring 
stick  whereby  they  could  measure  their 
love.  In  the  light  of  His  marvelous,  un- 
selfish love,  what  disciple  could  continue 
to  quarrel  and  demand  a  place  of  honor? 

How  do  we  measure  up  to  Christ's 


love?  Though  our  love  can  never  be  4 
perfect  as  Jesus'  love,  at  least  we  hav 
a  goal  toward  which  we  may  strive.  Ii 
the  little  red' schoolhouse  days,  often  j 
teacher  would  encourage  good  penman 
ship  by  writing  a  sentence  across  th> 
top  of  the  student's  notebook.  The  pi 
pil  was  then  told  to  copy  the  teacher' 
form  word  for  word.  The  pupil  was  no 
expected  to  surpass  the  teacher's  gram 
style;  but  at  least  he  knew  what  his  goa 
was,  and  each  exercise  brought  him  near 
er  that  goal.  So  with  us!  We  have  thii 
grand  example.  Let  us  try  by  His  powel 
to  follow  it.— Standard  Lesson  Commen 
tary. 

B.  "In  Oklahoma  a  young  man  cami 
to  see  the  college  pastor.  He  said,  j 
want  to  tell  you  my  story.  I  have  beei- 
here  in  college  for  four  years.  I  havi' 
not  attended  church.  Instead  I  havt 
made  fun  of  the  preacher  and  have  criti1 
cized  the  churches  and  the  people  wh<j 
have  claimed  to  be  Christians.  It  dawn 
ed  upon  me  some  weeks  ago  that  I  wa: 
soon  to  graduate  and  go  out  to  take  ni 
place  in  life.  I  began  to  think  of  th<! 
kind  of  place  I  would  like  to  fill  in  thr' 
community.  So  I  picked  out  eight  youn<{ 
people  who  were  members  of  you 
church  and  began  to  watch  them, 
have  been  with  them  in  classes,  on  thf 
athletic  field,  and  on  bus  trips.  I  havt! 
listened  to  their  speech  and  watchec 
their  conduct  and  I  have  come  to  tell  yot! 
that  they  have  knocked  the  props  fron' 
under  me.  I  want  you  to  tell  me  how  1 
can  get  what  they  have.'  The  preache' 
explained  the  way  of  salvation.  ThJ 
boy  came  to  church,  confessed  Christ  m 
his  Saviour,  and  was  baptized.  He  be! 
came  a  devoted  and  active  Christian' 
Soon  the  war  was  on  and  this  boy  wen' 
overseas.  Then  one  day  the  preache; 
received  word  that  he  had  been  kille( 
in  battle.  The  preacher  said  that  i 
made  him  shudder  as  he  thought  when1 
this  young  man's  soul  might  have  beef 
if  even  one  of  those  eight  young  peopli 
had  failed  to  live  up  to  what  he  claimed 
to  be."— Simple  Sermons  for  John,  Vol 
ume  2. 

C.  In  an  engine  room  it  is  impossibli 
to  look  into  the  great  boiler  and  sei, 
how  much  water  it  contains.  But  run 
ning  up  beside  it  is  a  tiny  glass  tube 
which  serves  as  a  gauge.  As  the  wate 
stands  in  the  gauge,  so  it  stands  in  thiil 
boiler.  When  the  tube  is  half  full,  th> 
boiler  is  half  full;  when  the  tube  i 
empty,  the  boiler  is  empty.  Do  you  ask: 
"How  do  I  know  I  love  God?    I  believij 

(continued  on  page  fifteen) 
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he  saints  have  sung  their  sweetest  when 
le  thorns  have  pierced  their  hearts  the 
eepest.— Selected. 

Prayer  Thought 
It  is  sad  ttiat  we  are  not  as  prompted  to 
raising  God  during  good  times  as  we  are 
'hen  we  are  having  trials  and  tribulations. 

(Devotions  used  by  permission,  Knight's 
taster  Book  of  New  Illustrations,  Eerd- 
lans  Press.) 


Questions  &  Answers 

(continued  from  page  eleven) 

ig  all  sufficiency  in  all  things,  may 
jound  to  every  good  work"  (2  Corin- 
lians  9:8);  "(For  the  weapons  of  our 
warfare  are  not  carnal,  but  mighty 
irough  God  to  the  pulling  down  of 
rrong  holds,-)"  (2  Corinthians  10:4); 
For  the  word  of  God  is  quick,  and  pow- 
rful,  and  sharper  than  any  twoedged 
word,  piercing  even  to  the  dividing 
sunder  of  soul  and  spirit,  and  of  the 
)ints  and  marrow,  and  is  a  discerner  of 
le  thoughts  and  intents  of  the  heart" 
tebrews  4:12). 

We  who  are  in  this  fight  against  sin 
nd  the  flesh  must  be  carried  on  by  a 
ight  use  of  the  Word  of  God.  This 
eath,  this  crucifixion  of  the  flesh  or 
atural  man  begins  at  the  time  of  the 
ew  birth  and  continues  as  long  as  the 
ody  we  now  have  is  alive.  When  it  is 
ompletely  destroyed  and  we  have  a  new 
ody  like  Christ's  glorified  body,  then 
/e  shall  be  with  Christ  in  the  glorified 
ody  and  this  body  or  warfare  is  once 
nd  forever  over. 

What  a  glorious  day  for  those  in  Christ 
/ho  have  lived  obediently,  warding  off 
'ill  evil!  But  oh  what  a  sad  day  to  those 
pit  have  lived  in  and  after  the  flesh  in 
II  their  experiences!  Departing  this 
tfe  and  into  the  glorious  presence  of 
|hrist  will  bring  to  us  who  are  saved  all 
pr  soul  has  reached  for:  light,  liberty, 
love,  joy,  and  peace.  On  the  other  hand, 
it  brings  to  the  unsaved  a  place  in  the 
ake  of  fire  where  there  is  to  be  weep- 
ing, wailing,  and  gnashing  of  teeth 
hroughout  an  eternity  of  darkness  and 
bsence  from  Christ  and  all  He  has  pro- 
ided  for  His  own. 


Running  a  business  without  advertis- 
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lirl  in  the  dark.  You  know  what  you're 
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son  only  has  to  drive  one  time  each 
month  and  you  will  enjoy  the  fellowship 
of  traveling  together! 

Christian  Evangelism:  Mount  Olive  Col- 
lege and  the  State  Mission  Board  are 
cooperating  to  sponsor  jointly  a  course 
on  personal  evangelism  taught  by  the 
Rev.  Harold  Jones,  Free  Will  missionary 
to  the  Philippines.  Plans  are  for  the 
course  to  be  taught  one  night  weekly 
for  six  weeks  —  mid-February  through 
March.  The  exact  dates  and  place  will 
be  announced  in  early  January.  The 
course  will  be  free. 

Church  Officers  Conference:  Mount 
Olive  College  will  sponsor  a  training 
program  for  deacons,  clerks,  treasurers, 
Sunday  school  superintendents,  and 
choir  directors  on  Saturday,  March  9, 
from  9:30  a.m.  until  3  p.m.  The  confer- 
ence will  be  held  at  the  College  and  no 
charges  will  be  made. 

Four-Year  Status?  Should  Mount  Olive 
endeavor  to  become  a  senior  college  of- 
fering baccalaureate  degrees?  Free  Will 
Baptists  will  have  an  opportunity  to 
learn  what  this  issue  involves  and  to  ex- 
press their  views  at  a  series  of  informa- 
tion meetings  during  the  month  of  Janu- 
ary. (All  meetings  will  be  at  7:30  p.m.) 
Every  church  is  asked  to  send  representa- 
tives to  the  meeting  in  its  area.  The 
scheduled  meetings  are  as  follows: 

January  8,  Plymouth  Church,  Ply- 
mouth, North  Carolina 

January  10,  Smithfield  Church,  Smith- 
field,  North  Carolina 

January  14,  Marsh  Swamp  Church, 
Rock  Ridge,  North  Carolina 

January  15,  Casey's  Chapel  Church, 
Wayne  County,  North  Carolina 

January  17,  Reedy  Branch  Church, 
Winterville,  North  Carolina 

January  21,  Beulaville  Church,  Beula- 
vi  I  le.  North  Carolina 

January  22,  Saint  Mary's  Church,  New 
Bern,  North  Carolina 

January  24,  Oak  Grove  Church,  Bladen- 
boro,  North  Carolina 


Sunday  School  Lesson 

(continued  from  page  fourteen) 

I  love  Him,  but  I  want  to  know."  Look 
at  the  gauge.  Your  love  for  your  broth- 
er is  the  gauge  of  your  love  for  God.— 
Sunday  School  Chronicle. 




New  Growth 


BY  MRS.  ROYCE  MATTHEWS  M 

School  has  started.  Carefree  summer 
days  are  laid  aside  for  quite  a  different 
world  of  schedules  that  must  be  met  and 
books  that  must  be  read. 

School  means  different  things  to  dif- 
ferent people.  To  the  parents  it  is  the 
hope  for  the  training  children  so  des- 
perately need  in  life.  To  the  teacher  it's 
the  opportunity  to  witness  a  transform- 
ation when  a  student  learns  something 
new.  To  the  student,  it  is  the  chance  to 
make  the  teacher  believe  he's  doing  his 
best  while  his  friends  think  he's  not  ap- 
plying himself. 

As  usual,  with  school,  comes  the  foot- 
ball season.  The  coach  has  carried  his 
boys  through  a  rigorous  training  pro- 
gram that  only  the  toughest  men  can 
master.  His  family  may  teel  rejected  at 
times  because  of  his  dedication  to  the 
boys  and  the  game  they  play. 

As  the  players  arise  early  in  the  morn- 
ing for  a  workout,  the  coach  must  arise 
even  earlier.  He  is  always  one  step 
ahead  of  them. 

He  spends  countless  hours  drilling 
plays  and  teaching  procedures,  all  the 
while  insisting  on  strict  discipline  and 
high  moral  character.  He  uses  patience 
and  love  and  sometimes  anger  to  assure 
a  good  showing  from  the  first  kickoff  to 
the  final  gun. 

The  excitement  reaches  a  new  cre- 
scendo and  a  hush  falls  over  the  stands 
as  the  ball  is  snapped  on  the  first  play. 
All  the  months  of  training  are  tunneled 
into  48  minutes  of  playing  time.  What- 
ever happens  in  the  game  depends  large- 
ly on  how  much  was  absorbed  during 
training. 

Isn't  that  so  much  like  the  game  of 
life?  God  has  carried  us  through  an 
intensive  training  and  growing  period. 
We  go  into  the  game  and  He  gives  us 
our  opportunity  to  carry  the  ball.  Can 
you  imagine  how  He  must  cringe  when 
we  bungle  the  play  or  sometimes  take 
the  ball  and  run  in  the  opposite  direc- 
tion? 

Were  we  goofing  off  when  the  coach 
was  giving  the  instructions?  Or  do  we 
know  the  plays,  but  prefer  to  play  by 
our  own  rules?  The  football  coach  will 
take  his  players  out  of  the  game,-  how- 
ever, God  opens  His  heart  and  loves  us, 
imperfect  as  we  are. 
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Books  for  Church  Officers 

(Instruction,  Information,  Inspiration) 

DEACONS 

The  Deacon  at  Work  by  F.  A.  Agar  (hardback)  $2.00 

Pete,  You're  God's  Man  by  Marshall  Hayden  (paperback)  $1.75 

The  Deacon  in  a  Changing  Church  by  Donald  F.  Thomas  (paperback)  $1.95 

The  Baptist  Deacon  by  Robert  E.  Naylor  $2.70 

On  Being  a  Deacon's  Wife  by  Martha  Nelson  (hardback)  $2.95 

SUNDAY  SCHOOL  SUPERINTENDENTS 

Superintend  with  Success  by  Guy  P.  Leavitt  (paperback)  $3.95 

Key  to  Sunday  School  Achievement  by  Lawrence  0.  Richards  $2.95 

The  Superintendent  Plans  His  Work  by  Idris  W.  Jones  (paperback)  $1 .50 

Tested  Ideas  for  Superintendents  (paperback)  $1.00 

The  Ten  Largest  Sunday  Schools  by  Elmer  Towns  (paperback)  $1.95 

CLERKS 

The  Work  of  the  Clerk  by  Grenell  and  Goss  (paperback)  $1.50 

m' " 

TREASURERS 

Handling  the  Church's  Money  by  Robert  E.  Peterson  (paperback)  $1.00 
CHOIR  DIRECTORS 

How  to  Organize  and  Direct  the  Church  Choir  (hardback)  $8.95 

Choir  Ideas  by  Flora  E.  Breck  (paperback)  $1.95 

How  to  Build  a  Church  Choir  by  C.  H.  Heaton  (paperback)  $1.25 

Pccket  Guide  for  the  Church  Choir  Member  (paperback)  $  .60 

The  Ministry  of  Music  by  Kenneth  W.  Osbeck  (paperback)  $2.95 

GENERAL 

Church  Officers  at  Work  by  Glenn  H.  Asquith  (paperback)  $1.00 
The  Pastoral  Ministry  of  Church  Officers  by  Charlie  W.  Shedd  (paperback)  $1.95 

How  to  Be  a  Better  Church  Officer  by  Guy  P.  Leavitt  (paperback)  $1.00 

The  Church  Business  Meeting  by  R.  Dale  Merrill  (paperback)  $1.95 


The  above  books  may  be  purchased  at  the  AYDEN  BIBLE  AND  BOOKSTORE,  811  North 
Lee  Street,  Ayden,  North  Carolina. 
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JUST  AS  SURE  AS  YOU  CANT  "FOOL  MOTHER 
NATURE/7  YOU'D  BETTER  NOT  TRY 
TO  FOOL  GOD! 

With  a  stern  reprimand,  "It  isn't  nice  to  fool  'Mother  Nature,' "  and  at  the  rais- 
ing of  her  arms  in  displeasure  bringing  forth  a  clap  of  thunder  and  a  streak  of  light- 
ning which  in  an  instant  of  time  destroys  a  beautiful  scene,  the  daisy-crowned  lady 
in  the  flowing  chiffon  gown  loses  all  of  her  sweet  charm  when  she  discovers  that 
someone  has  pulled  a  fast  one  on  her. 

Someone  has  made  a  margarine  so  much  like  "her  delicious  butter"  that  even 
"Mother  Nature"  hasn't  been  able  to  detect  the  difference,  so  she  quickly  remedies 
things  by  blasting  everything  into  oblivion.  Thus,  we  are  entertained  or  offended 
by  a  current  TV  commercial.  Sacrilegious  is  a  word  used  by  some  in  describing  the 
commercial;  still,  this  attempt  to  capture  the  attention  of  a  large-scale  audience  and 
to  sell  a  product  of  high  quality  teaches  a  lesson.  Nature  is  attributed  to  God's 
handiwork— as  indeed  it  is;  and  formerly,  "Mother  Nature"  carried  sort  of  a  sacred 
connotation  in  deference  to  God's  flourishing  earth;  but,  when  a  lady  comes  on  the 
scene,  claiming  to  be  "Mother  Nature"  in  person  and  displays  her  wrath  so  vehement- 
ly, a  different  light  is  thrown  on  the  subject  and  the  religious  aspect  goes  out  the 
window. 

Think  on  this:  If  it  isn't  "nice"  to  fool  "Mother  Nature,"  just  imagine  how  much 
v/orse  it  is  to  try  to  fool  God.  Though  we  know  it  is  an  impossibility,  many  of  us 
engage  in  a  type  of  living  that  would  at  least  suggest  that  we  think  that  we  can  fool 
Him.  For  as  long  as  we  can  remember,  we  have  been  told  that  we  "may  be  able  to 
fool  some  of  the  people  some  of  the  time,  but  never  all  of  the  people  all  of  the  time" 
—and  certainly,  we  must  add  that  we  might  as  well  forget  ever  trying  to  fool  God.  If 
we  have  any  sense  at  all,  we  know  that  we  are  foolish  to  deceive  anyone— and  if  we 
are  stupid  enough  to  consider  pulling  a  "fast  one"  on  God,  we  are  in  a  sad  state  of 
affairs  to  be  sure!  Further,  we  are  deceiving  ourselves  and  may  create  an  irreversible 
situation. 

Adam  tried  to  fool  God.  Where  did  it  get  him?  Nowhere!  It  merely  brought 
hardship  upon  him  and  created  the  same  for  all  of  his  descendants.  We  suffer  con- 
sequences today  which  we  perhaps  think  are  unfair,  but  such  sufferings  are  part  of 
living;  and,  all  of  us  (despite  how  proper  we  may  appear  to  be)  are  "skeleton"  hiders. 
These  skeletons  are,  for  the  most  part,  easily  concealed  from  the  view  of  friends  and 
acquaintances  or  the  public  in  general,  but  the  X-ray  vision  of  God  penetrates  even 
lead-lined  closets.  Anybody  with  a  grain  of  sense  knows  that  nothing  can  be  hidden 
from  Him— but  oh!  how  hard  some  people  try.  .  .  . 

Perhaps  one  concept  is  that  God  will  look  "lightly"  upon  our  secrets  and  not 
hold  our  wrongdoing  against  us.  This  may  be  a  pleasant  thought  (His  not  holding 
our  wrongdoing  against  us  nor  punishing  us  for  sinful  acts),  but  it  is  a  known  fact 
that  someday  all  will  be  revealed-the  good  and  the  bad.  We  shall  be  known  for 
what  we  truly  are  and  not  for  what  we  appear  to  be,  and  we  shall  pay  the  penalty  or 
be  rewarded  in  accord  with  our  merits. 

No  one  can  point  his  finger  at  another  in  derogation  without  considering  his 
own  faults.  The  pointing  of  the  finger  itself  is  injudicious,  for  as  has  been  said  be- 
fore: "When  one  points  his  finger  at  another,  three  (fingers)  are  pointing  back  at 
him."  Therefore,  in  pietistic  fault-finding,  we  draw  attention  to  ourselves  in  an  un- 
favorable manner.  Just  whom  do  we  think  we  are  fooling?  In  actuality  we  are  not 
even  fooling  ourselves  (though  this  delusion  may  be  pleasant),  for  we  know  ourselves 
better  than  any  other  person,-  and  God  certainly  knows  us  better  than  we  know  our- 
selves.  So,  we  might  as  well  stop  this  "messing"  around. 

Let  "Mother  Nature"  enter  upon  the  scene  in  all  of  her  pomp  and  pageantry  and 
flit  through  her  flowers  and  forest  greenery  in  her  chiffon  finery,  and  let  her  try  to 
imitate  the  power  of  God  with  her  synthetic,  technically-produced  thunder  and  light- 
ning. She,  too,  will  pass  away  like  the  destruction  she  brings  about  with  her  out- 
raged cry  and  lifted  arms;  but,  God  will  not  pass  away;  nor  will  His  Word. 

Don't  try  to  fool  "Mother  Nature,"  if  you  happen  to  be  one  of  the  number  who 
puts  stock  in  her  powers;  but  more  importantly,  don't  try  to  fool  God.  You'll  have 
more  to  deal  with  than  thunder  and  lightning.  .  .  . 
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Search  for  the 
Supernatural 


HUNGER  for  a  supernatural  reality  is 
surfacing  in  our  world  today.  Ma- 
rialism  hasn't  satisfied  us.  Fear  grips 
i  as  we  face  a  very  real  possibility  of 
rious  conflict  in  the  Middle  East,  or 
'en  atomic  war.  Heart  disease,  can- 
x,  and  other  diseases  are  real  fears  for 
any  of  us  on  a  personal  level.  Science, 
|hich  promised  so  much,  has  also  de- 
1/ered  super  v/eapons  that  can  destroy 
ie  human  race.  In  a  cold  and  changing 
orld  it  is  apparent  that  many  churches 
■e  not  meeting  basic  needs  as  people 
iek  a  sense  of  belonging  and  security. 
3  thousands  have  turned  to  magic, 
itchcraft,  and  astrology  to  find  guid- 
nce  for  everyday  living.  Even  in  this 
jpersophisticated,  superrationalistic, 
nd  superscientific    twentieth  century 


by 

LEIGHTON  FORD 


nere  is  something  within  man  that  cries 
ut  for  the  supernatural. 

How  do  we  explain  the  so-called 
supernatural"  happenings  in  supersti- 
ion,  spiritism,  and  satanism?  Some  are 
!uite  clearly  fake  (Houdini  spent  over  30 
ears  exposing  fraudulent  mediums), 
vhile  others  can  be  explained  by  extra- 
ensory  perception,  for  there  are  fan- 
astic  powers  in  the  human  mind  that 
ye  are  just  beginning  to  comprehend. 

But  there  are  also  real  supernatural 
lowers.  The  Bible  says  that  "Christ 
limself  was  the  Creator  who  made  every- 
hing  in  heaven  and  earth,  the  things  we 
:an  see  and  the  things  we  can't;  the 
ipirit  world  with  its  kings  and  king- 
ioms"  (see  Colossians  1:16).  There  is  a 
ipiritual  realm.  We  ought  not  to  say 
iomething  isn't  real  just  because  we 


can't  see  it.  Scientific  writer  Isaac  Asi- 
mov  says  that  somewhere  entirely  be- 
yond our  observation  there  may  be  an 
"antiuniverse  made  up  almost  entirely  of 
antimatter."  If  that  can  be  true  in 
science,  why  not  in  spiritual  things? 

Man  has  a  component  that  is  made  for 
the  supernatural.  We  have  five  senses 
by  which  we  can  taste  and  feel  and  see 
and  hear  and  touch  the  physical  world 
around  us.  We  are  also  souls,-  that  is, 
the  psychological  part  that  thinks, 
chooses,  loves,  and  decides  and  is  con- 
scious of  ourselves.  But  we  are  also 
spirits.  As  the  Scripture  says,  "What 
man  knows  the  things  of  a  man  save  the 
spirit  of  a  man  which  is  within  him?" 
(see  1  Corinthians  2:11).  You  might  com- 
pare a  man  to  an  automobile.  The  chassis 
is  like  our  body,  the  engine  like  our  soul, 
the  fuel  tank  is  like  the  spirit,  and  the 
fuel  is  God's  Spirit.  When  we  sin  we 
are  cut  off  from  God's  life.  Our  spirits 
become  "dead  toward  God."  If  we  are 
not  in  contact  with  God's  supernatural 
reality  then  we  will  be  controlled— direct- 
ly or  indirectly— by  evil  spirits. 

How  can  we  come  to  know  God's 
supernatural  reality?  Our  five  senses 
can  go  only  so  far.  They  observe  the 
natural  universe  but  cannot  penetrate 
into  the  supernatural.  Man  takes  the 
initiative  in  science  but  God  takes  the 
initiative  in  spiritual  things.  So  God 
has  set  up  lines  of  communication  to  us. 

The  first  line  is  Jesus  Christ,  the 
"Word  become  flesh."  Jesus  is  the  Lord 
of  the  supernatural.  Colossians  1:16 
tells  us  that  He  is  the  Creator  of  the 
spirit  world.  1  John  3:8  tells  us  that 
He  came  to  destroy  the  works  of  the 
devil.  We  need  to  test  every  so-called 
religious  teacher  and  every  so-called 
supernatural  message  by  its  attitude  to- 
wards Jesus.  Does  it  really  agree  that 
Jesus  Christ,  God's  Son,  actually  became 
man  with  a  human  body?    If  so,  then 


the  message  is  from  God.  If  not,  the 
message  is  not  from  God  but  from  one 
who  is  against  Christ,  like  the  "anti- 
christ."  (See  1  John  4:1). 

God's  second  line  of  communication  is 
the  Holy  Spirit,  who  takes  the  things  of 
Christ  and  makes  them  real  to  us.  "The 
things  of  God  no  man  knows,  but  the 
Spirit  of  God  knows  them  and  reveals 
them"  (see  1  Corinthians  2:11).  The 
Holy  Spirit  communicates  to  us  through 
a  supernaturally  inspired  Bible.  "For  no 
prophecy  recorded  in  scripture  was  ever 
thought  up  by  the  prophet  himself.  It 
was  the  Holy  Spirit  within  these  godly 
men  who  gave  them  true  messages  from 
God"  (see  2  Peter  1:20,  21). 

The  Holy  Spirit  also  gives  us  super- 
natural life.  Until  we  are  born  again 
by  the  Holy  Spirit  we  are  separated  from 
God's  life  and  spiritually  dead.  Jesus 
said  that  we  must  be  born  by  the  Spirit 
before  we  can  enter  into  the  kingdom  of 
God.  As  you  listen  to  God's  Word,  as 
you  hear  the  story  of  God's  love  and 
Christ's  death  for  you  on  the  Cross,  as 
you  turn  in  repentance  from  sin  and  turn 
in  faith  to  Jesus  Christ,  the  Holy  Spirit 
plants  God's  new  life  within  you. 

The  Holy  Spirit  also  gives  us  super- 
natural guidance.  Romans  8:14  tells  us 
that  "all  who  are  led  by  the  Spirit  of 
God  are  sons  of  God."  The  Christian  has 
a  fantastic  privilege  of  coming  to  God 
everyday  and  finding  His  guidance  for 
our  daily  problems.  Deuteronomy  4:19, 
20  warns  against  looking  at  the  stars 
and  worshiping  them  when  the  Lord  has 
taken  us  to  be  His  own  people.  We 
don't  need  horoscopes  because  through 
the  Bible  and  prayer  we  can  go  directly 
to  God  who  made  the  stars. 

The  Holy  Spirit  provides  us  with  a 
supernatural  hope.  "If  the  Spirit  of  God 
who  raised  up  Jesus  from  the  dead  lives 
in  you,  he  will  make  your  dying  bodies 
live  again  after  you  die,  by  means  of  this 
same  Holy  Spirit  living  within  you"  (see 
Romans  8:11).  Many  have  turned  to 
spiritualism  today  to  take  part  in  seances 
to  contact  the  dead.  This  has  tremen- 
dous appeal  in  an  age  with  so  many 
ways  to  die,  when  large  sections  of  the 
church  have  become  so  preoccupied  with 
this  life  they  have  ceased  to  sound  forth 
the  triumphant  hope  of  eternal  life. 
Finally,  the  Holy  Spirit  gives  us  super- 
continued  on  page  fifteen) 

Leighton  Ford  is  an  associate  evangelist 
with  the  Billy  Graham  Evangelistic  Asso- 
ciation. This  is  a  condensation  of  a  recent 
text  for  "The  Hour  of  Decision"  radio  pro- 
gram. 
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SUNDAY,  JANUARY  20 
Scripture  Reading— Hebrews  6:10 
How  to  Keep  Faith  Bright 
A  woman  who  was  showing  a  massive 
piece  of  family  silver  apologized  as  she 
took  it  from  the  cupboard,  "Dreadfully  tar- 
nished!" she  said,  "I  can't  keep  it  bright 
unless  I  use  it."    That  is  just  as  true  of 
faith  as  it  is  of  silver.    Tucked  away  in  the 
Sunday  closet  of  the  soul,  and  only  brought 
out  for  show,  it  needs  apology.    You  can't 
keep  faith  bright  unless  you  use  it.— Chris- 
tian Herald. 

Prayer  Thought 
Many  of  us  concern  ourselves  more  with 
polishing  the  silver  than  polishing  our  lives. 
The  silver  will  not  be  subjected  to  God's 
judgment;  however,  our  lives  will  be 
judged. 

MONDAY,  JANUARY  21 
Scripture  Reading— Proverbs  18:24 

On  Laughter 
Anatomically  considered,  laughing  is  the 
sensation  of  feeling  good  all  over  and  show- 
ing it  principally  in  one  spot.  If  a  man 
cannot  laugh  there  is  some  mistake  made 
in  putting  him  together,  and  if  he  will  not 
laugh  he  wants  as  much  keeping  away 
from,  as  a  bear  trap  when  it  is  set.  Genu- 
ine laughing  is  the  vent  of  the  soul,  the 
nostrils  of  the  heart,  and  it  is  just  as  neces- 
sary for  health  and  happiness  as  spring 
water  is  for  a  trout.— Josh  Billings,  in  United 
Evangelical. 

Prayer  Thought 

A  pleasant  countenance  is  similar  to  a 
bright,  sunny  day.  It  lifts  our  spirits  in 
much  the  same  way.  It  also  causes  less 
wrinkles  than  a  frown. 

TUESDAY,  JANUARY  22 
Scripture  Reading— Proverbs  15:1,  2 
Wait 

Keep  still.  When  trouble  is  brewing, 
keep  still.  When  slander  is  getting  on  his 
legs,  keep  still,  till  you  recover  from  your 
excitement,  at  any  rate.  Things  look  dif- 
ferently through  an  unagitated  eye.  In  a 
commotion,  once,  I  wrote  a  letter  and  sent 
it,  and  wished  I  had  not.  In  my  later 
years,  I  had  another  commotion,  and  wrote 
a  long  letter!    But  life  had  rubbed  a  little 


sense  into  me,  and  I  kept  the  letter  in  my 
pocket  against  the  day  when  I  could  look 
it  over  without  agitation  and  without  tears. 
I  was  glad  I  did.  Less  and  less  it  seemed 
necessary  to  send  it.  I  was  not  sure  it 
would  do  any  hurt,  but  in  my  doubtfulness, 
I  learned  reticence,  and  eventually  it  was 
destroyed.  Time  works  wonders.  Wait 
till  you  speak  calmly,  and  then  you  will 
not  need  to  speak,  maybe.  Silence  is  the 
most  massive  thing  conceivable.  Often- 
times, it  is  strength  in  very  grandeur! 
WAIT!-Dr.  Burton. 

Prayer  Thought 

To  wish  instantly  to  be  able  to  recall 
some  ill-spoken  word  is  not  unfamiliar  to 
any  of  us.  If  we  think  before  we  speak  we 
will  undoubtedly  feel  better  and  so  would 
those  around  us. 

WEDNESDAY,  JANUARY  23 
Scripture  Reading— Ezekiel  18:4 
Your  Secret  Sins  Will  Come  to  Light 
The  newspapers  of  Cincinnati  recorded 
that  a  poorly  dressed  woman  went  to  Dr. 
George  Herman  asking  him  to  make  an 
X-ray  examination  of  her  heart  free  of 
cost.  She  claimed  that  she  was  very  poor 
and  couldn't  pay.  The  doctor  consented 
to  do  the  work.  But  when  he  turned  his 
machine  a  little  below  the  heart  he  saw  a 
concealed  pocket  in  which  was  a  purse 
with  five  twenty  dollar  gold  pieces.  "Your 
heart  is  very  bad,"  he  said;  "you  lied  when 
you  said  you  were  poor."  In  like  manner 
all  secret  things  will  come  to  light  before 
God.— G.  A.  Swanson. 

Prayer  Thought 
What  an  unsettling  thought!  If  people 
could  read  our  innermost  minds  we  would 
doubtlessly  be  embarrassed.  God  knows 
our  every  thought.  Isn't  this  fact  enough 
to  make  us  endeavor  to  improve  ourselves? 

THURSDAY,  JANUARY  24 
Scripture  Reading— 1  Corinthians  15:58 

The  Time  Is  Short 
Oh,  my  dear  friends,  you  who  are  let- 
ting miserable  misunderstandings  run  on 
from  year  to  year;  you  who  are  keeping 
wretched  quarrels  alive  because  you  can- 
not quite  make  up  your  mind  that  now  is 
the  day  to  sacrifice  your  pride  and  kill 
them;  you  who  are  passing  men  sullenly 
upon  the  street,  not  speaking  to  them  out 
of  some  silly  spite,  and  yet  knowing  that 
it  would  fill  you  with  shame  and  remorse 
if  you  heard  that  one  of  those  men  was 
dead  tomorrow;  you  who  are  letting  your 
neighbor  starve  till  you  hear  that  he  is 
dying  of  starvation;  or  letting  your  friend's 
heart  ache  for  a  word  of  appreciation  or 
sympathy,  which  you  mean  to  give  him 
someday;  if  you  could  know  and  see  and 
feel,  all  of  a  sudden,  that  "the  time  is 
short,"  how  it  would  break  the  spell!  How 
you  would  go  instantly  and  do  the  thing 
which  you  might  never  have  another  chance 
to  do.— Phillips  Brooks. 


Prayer  Thought  / 

Love  one  another.  It  takes  no  more  tin 
or  energy  to  try  to  be  pleasant  and  g 
along  with  one  another  than  it  does  to  I 
disagreeable. 

FRIDAY,  JANUARY  25 
Scripture  Reading— Ephesians  6:11,  12' 

"From  Mire  and  Slime  of  Sin" 
The  beloved  American  poet  Longfello 
could  take    an   ordinary   sheet   of  papt 
write  some  lines  on  it  and  make  it  wori 
several  thousand  dallars  and  we  call  th 
genius.    A  mechanic  takes  material  wort 
six  dollars  and  makes  an  article  worth  six' 
and  we  term  that  skill.    The  artist  selects  I 
piece  of  canvas,  paints  a  scene  on  it,  ail 
increases  its  value  a  thousand  times  ari 
we  say  this  is  art.    Jesus  Christ  reacbj 
down  into  the  mire  of  sin  and  picks  tt 
the  remains  of  a  blasted  life  and  "by  til 
washing  of  regeneration,  and  the  renewiri 
of  the  Holy  Ghost"  He  produces  "a  nel 
creature:  old  things  pass  away  and  beholJ 
all  things  become  new,"  and  we  call  thJ 
salvation.—  Holiness  Missionary  Colporteui 
Prayer  Thought 
If  we  put  forth  a  genuine  effort  and  will 
the  help  of  God  we  can  pick  up  the  sea 
tered  pieces  of  our  lives  and  make  the, 
beautiful  and  worthwhile. 

SATURDAY,  JANUARY  26 
Scripture  Reading— Psalm  119:1,  2 

How  Will  You  Enter? 
There  are  two  ways  of  entering  port.  , 
ship  may  come  in,  waterlogged  and  craz, 
just  kept  afloat  by  continual  working  at  ti 
pumps;  or  it  may  enter  with  every  sail  se 
her  pennon  floating  at  the  masthead.  Tr* 
latter  is  what  Peter,  the  apostle,  desiref 
for  himself  and  those  whom  he  addressee 
An  abundant  entrance  is  really  a  choral 
trance.  The  idea  may  be  illustrated  froi^ 
the  entrance  of  a  Roman  conqueror  to  hj 
city,  whence  he  had  been  sent  out  to  wa' 
Amid  the  crowds  of  spectators,  the  procet 
sion  climbed  slowly  to  the  capital,  whil! 
sweet  incense  was  poured  on  the  air,  an! 
music  raised  her  sweetest  and  most  inspu 
ing  strains.  Will  your  entrance  into  heavel 
be  like  that?-F.  B.  Meyer. 

Prayer  Thought 
Anything  worth  doing  is  worth  doin 
well.  Going  to  heaven  is  to  many  a  wortl 
while  trip.  We  could  at  least  devote  i 
much  attention  to  our  preparation  as  we  d 
for  a  vacation. 

Devotions  used  by  permission,  Knight 
Master  Book  of  New  Illustrations,  Eerc 
mans  Press.) 


Francis  of  Assisi,  hoeing  his  garder 
was  asked  what  he  would  do  if  he  wer 
suddenly  to  learn  that  he  was  to  die  a 
sunset  that  day.  He  said,  "I  would  fir 
ish  hoeing  my  garden." 
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IN  MEMORIAM 


Mrs.  Lena  Mallard  (Clyde  J.)  Banks 
1894-1973 

Written  by  Dr.  W.  Burkette  Raper 
President,  Mount  Olive  College 

si  jong  ago  the  question  was  asked, 
ho  can  find  a  virtuous  woman?  for 
price  is  far  above  rubies"  (Proverbs 
10).    Those  who  knew  the  spiritual 
length  of  Mrs.  Lena  Mallard  Banks  felt 
%t  in  her  life  and  character  they  had 
Imd  the  answer  to  this  age-long  search. 

JBy  any  human  standard  of  measure- 
lint,  Mrs.  Banks  was  an  extraordinary 
man  who  made  a  significant  differ- 
:e  in  her  community,  her  church,  her 
1  me,   and   with   anyone   whose  life 
iched  hers.   Her  life  was  sustained  by 
indomitable  Christian  faith,  and  all 
\o  knew  her  found  their  lives  enrich- 
by  the  Christian  virtues  and  cultural 
alities  with  which  she  was  so  gener- 
sly  endowed. 

r  Spiritual  Life 

Although  Mrs.  Banks  was  a  ioyal  and 
voted  member  of  Friendship  Free  Will 
ptist  Church  in  Jones  County,  North 
rolina,  for  seventy  years  (1904-1973) 
e  thinks  of  her  not  primarily  as  a 
urch  member  but  as  a  spiritual  leader. 
Her  services  to  her  church  are  too 
merous  to  be  detailed  in  this  "Me- 
jriam"  but  they  include:  (1)  The  wom- 
's  auxiliary  in  Friendship  church  in 
lich  she  served   as   president,  vice- 
esident,  secretary,  and  program-prayer 
airman,-  (2)  the  Eastern  District  Wonv 
's  Auxiliary  Convention  in  which  she 
iijps  the  first  life-membership  chairman; 
director  and  teacher  for  many  years 
the  vacation   Bible  school   of  her 
ii  lurch;  (4)  member  of  the  choir;  (5;  an 
m  defatigable  worker  in  every  phase  of 
e  program  of  her  church;  (6)  a  gener- 
ic is  supporter  and  ardent  advocate  of 
ount  Olive  College,-  and,  (7)  a  Sunday 
3-jf  hool  teacher  for  more  than  sixty  years. 
£j  ir  teaching  was  more  than  the  trans- 
ition of  biblical  information— it  was 
le  sharing  of  a  deep,  living  faith  in  a 
aviour  whom  she  loved  and  knew  per- 
mally. 

er  Community  and  Family  Life 

,  The  superintendent  of  public  schools 
'  i  Jones  County  wrote  of  Mrs.  Banks, 
have  known  her  and  her  family  for 


many  years  and  I  personally  consider 
her  to  be  one  of  the  finest  mothers  and 
citizens  in  this  part  of  the  state."— G.  W. 
Harriett.  Like  the  virtuous  woman  in 
Proverbs,  "She  worked  willingly  with 
her  hands.  She  opened  her  mouth  with 
wisdom  and  in  her  tongue  was  the  law 
of  kindness." 

In  her  community  she  was  a  leader  in 
home  demonstration  work  for  nearly  a 
half  century.  She  helped  organize  the 
first  Home  Demonstration  Club  in  her 
county  and  remained  active  in  this  work 
at  all  levels— local,  county,  district,  and 
state.  Her  activities  included  holding 
every  office  in  her  club,  serving  as  the 
first  council  president  of  home  demon- 
stration work  in  Jones  County,  as  dis- 
trict president  for  two  terms,  as  a  mem- 
ber of  the  State  Family  Life  Committee, 
and  as  a  delegate  to  the  International 
Convention  in  Canada.    She  was  also  a 


tre 


lization  of  4-H  work 


in  her  county. 

Mrs.  Banks'  only  child,  Miss  AAargaret 
Carol  Banks,  received  her  inspiration  for 
home  and  community  development  from 
her  mother,  and  since  her  graduation 
from  college  (B.S.  from  East  Carolina 
University  and  Master's  degree  from  the 
University  of  North  Carolina  at  Greens- 
boro) has  served  as  a  vocational  home 
economics  teacher. 

Another  important  facet  of  Mrs.  Banks 
life  was  the  Eastern  Star  in  which  she 
held  membership  for  more  than  fifty 
years.  She  held  every  position  of  honor 
in  her  chapter,  including  Worthy  Matron. 
But  the  one  she  held  the  longest  and 
loved  best  was  the  office  of  chaplain. 


Deserved  recognition  came  to  Mrs. 
Banks  in  1966  when  the  Home  Demon- 
stration Clubs  of  her  district  chose  her 
to  be  their  nominee  as  the  "North  Caro- 
lina Mother  of  the  Year." 

Her  Personal  Testimony 

Perhaps  the  clearest  window  to  the 
life  of  Mrs.  Banks  is  through  a  letter 
she  wrote  to  a  friend  in  1965: 

I  am  now  seventy-one  years  young  and 
I  still  like  to  attend  the  club  events,  my 
church  and  its  activities,  and  other  meet- 
ings. My  husband  and  I  have  had  a  full 
life.  God  has  blessed  us  and  our  home. 
I  am  thankful  for: 

1.  my  parents  and  the  heritage  they 
have  given  me; 

2.  my  husband  and  his  constant  ob- 
servance of  our  marriage  vows; 

3.  our  daughter; 

4.  our  home; 

5.  my  club; 

6.  our  community; 

7.  our  kin,  friends,  and  loved  ones; 

8.  our  heavenly  Father  who  lo/es  us 
all  and  who  makes  all  things  pos- 
possible. 

I  am  content  to  kneel  by  my  bed  at 
night  and  pray  "not  mywiii  but  tnine 
be  done,  0  Lord.  Thank  you  for  this 
marvelous  universe  and  the  privilege  to 
be  a  part  of  thy  wonderful  plan.  Elimi- 
nate the  greed,  the  hate,  and  the  misun- 
derstanding that  we  may  better  serve 
thee." 

Memory  Fund 

Several  years  prior  to  her  death,  Mrs. 
Banks'  family  established  the  "C  J. 
Banks  Fund"  at  Mount  Olive  College  as 
a  means  of  expressing  their  commitment 
toward  providing  Cnristian  higher  edu- 
cation for  young  men  and  women. 
Each  year  the  family  has  added  to  the 
fund  an  amount  of  their  choosing,  and 
at  the  death  of  Mrs.  Banks  many  friends 
gifts  to  the  fund  in  her  memory. 

It  is  most  fitting  that  the  qualities  of 
Christian  faith  and  service  which  charac- 
ferized  Mrs.  Lena  Mallard  Banks  should 
be  preserved  and  taught  to  future  gener- 

"...  a  woman  that  feareth  the  LORD, 
she  shall  be  praised.  Give  her  of  the 
fruit  of  her  hands,-  and  let  her  own 
works  praise  her  in  the  gates"  (Proverbs 
2i:30,  31).  Amen. 


If  we  can  keep  our  adolescents  in  Sun- 
day school,  we  v/ill  close  our  courts  and 
fill  our  churches. 
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DENOMINATIONAL  INTEREST 


Wooten's  Chapel  Church 
Honors  Faithful  Member 


On  Sunday  morning,  December  30, 

1973,  Wooten's  Chapel  Free  Will  Baptist 
Church,  Route  3,  Raleigh,  North  Carolina, 
honored  one  of  its  most  faithful  mem- 
bers, Mr.  Paul  T.  Lassiter.  The  Rev.  J. 
B.  Caton,  pastor,  on  the  behalf  of  the 
church,  presented  to  Mr.  Lassiter  a 
plaque  in  appreciation  for  25  years  of 
devoted  service  to  the  church. 

For  most  of  these  25  years  Mr.  Las- 
siter has  served  as  superintendent  of  the 
Sunday  school.  Also  he  has  served  in 
many  capacities  in  the  church  since  be- 
coming a  member  in  April,  1949.  These 
include  church  treasurer,  chairman  of  the 
deacon  board,  Sunday  school  teacher, 
trustee,  and  serving  on  various  commit- 
tees. He  has  always  been  a  willing  work- 
er and  is  much  appreciated  by  his  fellow 
members  and  his  pastor. 

Tea's  Chapel  Host  to 

Cape  Fear  Youth  Fellowship 

The  Cape  Fear  Youth  Fellowship  held 
its  monthly  meeting  on  January  4,  at 
Tee's  Chapel  Free  Will  Baptist  Church 
near  Princeton,  North  Carolina.  During 
the  meeting  the  following  officers  were 
installed  for  the  year  1974:  President, 
Jeff  Daughtery,-  vice-president,  Scott  Lu- 
cas; secretary,  Susan  Lloyd;  treasurer, 
Vickie  Moulder;  song  leader,  Tommy 


Mt.  Tabor's  Candlelight  Service  { 
On  New  Year's  Eve 

The  Mt.  Tabor  Free  Will  Baptiri, 
Church,  Creswell,  North  Carolina,  on  Nell 
Year's  Eve,  held  a  special  candleligl! 
service.  The  evening  began  with  a  pari) 
for  the  church  members  at  the  home  (J 
the  Rev.  William  L.  Littleton.  At  10:3 
p.m.  everyone  assembled  at  the  churc[' 
for  the  candlelight  service. 

The  service  began  with  devotions  coi 
ducted  by  Angie  Oliver.  This  was  fd 
lowed  with  the  youth  choir  singing  "Gc 
Bless  America."  Then  the  congregaticl 
joined  together  in  singing  "Amazirf 
Grace."  Following  this  was  a  period  < 
meditation  when  everyone  meditate 
upon  the  blessings  they  had  received  du; 
ing  the  past  year. 

During  a  testimonial  period  the  Spirj 
of  the  Lord  was  felt  when  each  perse 
brought  forth  his  personal  testimon'j 
Everyone  then  took  part  in  a  sentencjj 
prayer. 

At  this  point  of  the  service  the  adul'i 

Cragmont  Assembly's  Treasurer's  had  a  devotional  period  conducted  t 

Report  for  December,  1973  Fentress  Simmons.   The  Mt.  Tabor  adu 

.  •    T   i                  r  choir  then  sang  "Love  Divine,"  follows 

Mrs.  Fountain  Taylor,  treasurer  for  .x,        .  .    y  ...  ..          ',         . » 

r         .   .       ii     |       n t   i    ii  with  specia  meditations  on  the  comin 

Cragmont  Assembly,  Inc.,  Black  Moun-  v.            _,               ..  .,] 

.  .    M       r               '         r  ,.    „  year  of  1974.    The  congregation  tht 

tain,  North  Carolina,  reports  as  follows  '      „.  ,.   x  T  ..  .       ,?  3 

t                   r  n      u     to-70  sang    I  Must  Te  Jesus, 

for  the  month  of  December,  1973:  M 

,    One  inspired  young  church  membej 

Balance  December  1,  1973  $3,040.13       Crgjg  \^    ^  hearts 

Churches  347.43  f^*™  ^  ^  teStim°ny  ^  ^ 

Leagues  30.00  towards  one  another. 

Auxiliaries  2.00  jne  past0r,  the  Rev.  William  L.  Littlj 

ferencT                  2,000.00  ton,  brought  a  very  inspiring  New  Yearf 
  message  which  reached  out  to  the  hear) 

Total  Receipts  ^3m4S  of  tw0  new  converts.   The  service  emj 

Total  to  Account  For  5,419.56      ed  with  everyone  at  the  altar,  prayin. 

Disbursements  f°r  tne  new  converts  and  the  new  yet 

Operating  Expenses  101.90       to  COme. 

n  ,       j         ,  1(17,  Although  the  service  closed  at  12:3( 

Balance  January  1,  1974  3        ,  .  ..... 

(Checking  Account)  $5,317.66      a.m.,  January  1,  1974,  it  will  live  on  | 

Savings  Account  (Earmarked)     2,447.98      the  hearts  of  everyone  present  for  a  Ion 

Grand  Total  $77765764       time  to  come- 


Wood;  pianist,  Jocanna  West;  recreation- 
al leader,  Belinda  Bryant. 

The  Cape  Fear  youth  director,  Mrs. 
Jerry  Denning,  reminded  all  YFA  and 
AFC  directors  to  complete  the  report 
blank  in  the  program  books  and  return  it 
to  her  as  soon  as  possible.  Her  address 
is  Box  411,  Coats,  North  Carolina  27521. 

The  next  youth  fellowship  will  be  held 
on  the  first  Saturday  in  February,  at 
7:30  p.m.  It  will  meet  with  the  First 
Free  Will  Baptist  Church  of  Goldsboro, 
North  Carolina. 


Pleasant  Grove  to  Host 

Western  District  Youth  Fellowship 

The  Pleasant  Grove  Free  Will  Baptist 
Church  near  Pikeville,  North  Carolina, 
will  be  host  to  the  Western  District 
Youth  Fellowship  Saturday  evening,  Janu- 
ary 26,  beginning  at  7:30.  All  the  youth 
of  the  district  are  urged  to  be  present 
and  visitors  are  welcome. 


Coming  Events  .  .  . 

January  25,  26-Midyear  Spiritual  Life 
Conference,  First  Free  Will  Baptist 
Church,  Kinston,  North  Carolina 


NOTE  OF  THANKS  ; 

I  would  like  to  take  this  means  [ 
thanking  the  many  woman's  auxiliarU 
for  the  cards  and  gifts  I  received  durir; 
the  Christmas  season.  Thank  you  evij 
so  much.  I  remain  your  friend  in  Chris 
-The  Rev.  L.  S.  Joyner,  1220  Lynn  Roa 
Durham,  North  Carolina  27700. 


The  influence  of  the  parent  surpass) 
the  influence  of  the  pastor,  the  superi 
tendent,  the  Sunday  school  teacher,  tF 
public  school  teacher,  or  any  other  pe 
son. 
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WE'VE  ONLY 
UST  BEGUN 


E'VE  only  just  begun"  are  the  begin- 
ning words  to  a  popular  song.  Each 
istian  should  adopt  these  words  as  a 
igan  to  live  by.  The  hands  of  time 
ve  started  ticking  off  the  new  year, 
lat  will  you  do  for  yourself  and  God 
ring  this  coming  year? 
On  November  6  of  last  year,  you  made 
important  decision.  One  that  affect- 
each  person  in  our  state.  You  fought 
g  devil— and  you  won!  Through  your 
te  you  stopped  more  liquor  from  being 
Id  in  North  Carolina.  You  slowed 
iwn  the  progress  of  organized  crime 
at  is  desperately  trying  to  move  into 
ir  state.  But,  Christians,  you  haven't 
opped  it. 

You  must  work  hard  in  many  areas 
is  year  to  combat  crime.  One  of  the 
ost  important  is  drugs.  Did  you  know 
at  our  schools  have  a  drug  program 
om  the  lowest  grades  on  up?  Did  you 
low  that  they  are  having  regular  learn- 
ig  programs  on  drugs  and  their  affects 
h  humans,  trying  to  prevent  further 
sage  among  the  youth  of  our  state? 
id  you  know  that  your  first  and  second 
raders,  as  well  as  on  up  to  your  college 
raduates,  are  being  confronted  on 
chool  campuses  by  their  very  own  class- 
mates—people they  have  known  since 
irth— and  are  being  pressured  into  buy- 
ng  or  trying  some  of  these  drugs?  Fur- 
hermore,  if  your  child  knows  who  this 
lerson  is,  he  may  refuse  to  tell  even  you 
ut  of  fear  for  his  very  life.  Yes,  each 
kar  the  drug  rate  is  climbing,  climbing 
jiigher. 

This  problem  with  drugs  isn't  isolated 
ust  to  our  youth,  though.  A  lot  of 
adults  are  just  as  "hooked"  on  this 
liquid  sin  as  our  youth.  Thousands  of 
pur  citizens  have  to  be  confined  each 
(/ear  to  a  hospital  after  a  dose  of  some 
irype  of  drug  that  makes  their  insides 
trawl,  their  eyes  turn  tricks  on  their 
brains,  and  they  are  screaming  mad! 


What  can  you,  as  a  Christian  and  a 
citizen  of  North  Carolina,  do  to  stop  this 
sinful  destruction  of  our  people  and  to 
protect  your  own  families  from  this  net 
of  criminal  murder? 

There  are  several  things  each  person 
can  do.  First,  you  can  learn  about  these 
drugs  yourselves.  You  can  attend  drug 
counseling  sessions  in  your  town.  If 
there  isn't  a  drug  abuse  center  in  your 
community,  you  can  request  your  police 
department's  help  in  setting  up  a  pro- 
gram. They  will  show  and  tell  you  what 
to  look  for,  and  how  you,  yourself,  can 
help.  Next,  you  can  discuss  this  subject 
frankly  with  your  children  and  make 
them  completely  aware  of  this  drug 
problem.  Make  them  understand  just 
how  important  this  really  is  to  them  and 
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you.  Investigate  what  they  are  learn- 
ing at  school.  This  will  let  you  know 
exactly  how  much  they  already  know, 
as  well  as  showing  their  teachers  that 
you  are  interested  and  really  want  to 
help  in  any  way  you  can.  If  possible, 
find  out  if  any  of  your  youth  are  already 
taking  any  form  of  drugs.  Approach 
them  with  love  and  reason  about  this 
problem.  There  are  so  many  ways  they 
can  get  started  on  these  drugs,  and  not 
even  know  it,  until  they  are  addicted  to 
them.  Your  attitude  towards  them  is 
going  to  be  a  critical  factor  at  this  time. 
It  may  very  well  decide  the  whole  fu- 
ture of  this  person.  Get  medical  help 
for  them  as  soon  as  possible.  If  you 
find  that  a  son  or  daughter  is  a  pusher, 
a  person  who  sells  drugs,  show  him  the 
same  compassion  and  love  you  would  an 
addict.  But  make  sure  he  receives 
medical  counseling  and  is  made  to  un- 


AAinisterial  Association 
Midyear  Spiritual 
Life  Conference 

The  Ministerial  Association  of  North 
Carolina  Free  Will  Baptists  will  hold  its 
Midyear  Spiritual  Life  Conference  Friday 
and  Saturday,  January  25,  26,  1974. 

The  conference  will  open  with  the  an- 
nual banquet  at  6:30  p.m.,  at  King's  Res- 
taurant, Kinston,  North  Carolina.  This 
banquet  is  very  special  as  it  is  the  only 
occasion  of  its  type  for  the  minister  and 
his  wife  during  the  year.  It  is  at  this 
banquet  that  the  "Minister  of  the  Year" 
award  is  presented. 

The  guest  speaker  for  the  banquet 
will  be  Dr.  Ollie  Latch  of  Arkansas.  Dr. 
Latch  has  an  A.B.  degree,  a  master  of 
arts  degree,  and  a  honorary  doctor  of 
divinity  degree.  He  has  served  41  years 
in  the  field  as  a  minister.  I'm  sure  every- 
one will  enjoy  everything  this  fine  man 
has  to  offer. 

Another  special  guest  speaker  for  the 
banquet  will  be  the  Youth  Choir  from  the 
Core  Creek  Free  Will  Baptist  Church  of 
Cove  City,  North  Carolina. 

We  also  hope  you  will  be  able  to  at- 
tend the  prayer  breakfast  that  will  be- 
gin at  8:30  a.m.,  also  at  King's  Restau- 
rant. 

Respectfully  submitted, 
Gene  Britt 


After  the  little  girl  returned  from 
Sunday  school  where  she  had  learned 
the  song,  "Jesus  Wants  Me  for  a  Sun- 
beam," she  sang  the  song  to  her  mother 
and  then,  seriously,  asked  her:  "Mother, 
why  does  Jesus  need  me  for  a  mix-mas- 
ter?" 


derstand  what  he  is  doing.  Most  im- 
portant, don't  cover-up  or  overlook  your 
child's  involvement  with  drugs.  If  you 
do,  you  are  condemning  him  to  a  world 
with  no  help,  and  there  is  only  one  way 
for  him  to  go— down. 

Another  thing  you  can  do  to  help  is 
to  strengthen  our  drug  laws  in  many 
ways.  We  need  better  enforcement  of 
the  ones  we  now  have.  But  laws  cannot 
do  it  all.  The  real  work  lies  on  your 
shoulders— each  man's,  woman's,  and 
youth's  shoulders  to  say,  "Yes,  Lord,  I'll 
help."  Please,  for  yourselves  and  your 
children,  help  them  fight  this  drug  bat- 
tle now— this  year!  God  be  with  you  is 
my  prayer. 
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FREE  WILL  BAPTIST  CHILDREN'S  HOME 

"A  Christian  Home  for  Boys  and  Girls" 

MIDDLESEX,  NORTH  CAROLINA  27557 

Phone  (919)  235-4079 

MR.  SAMMY  WEEKS,  Superintendent 


A  HAPPY  STUDENT 

Claudius  Elmore  certainly  has  a  good 
reason  for  this  smile;  in  fact,  he  has 
seven  good  reasons.  Would  you  believe 
that  this  young  man  received  seven  A's 
during  his  first  semester  at  college? 
He's  proud,  the  staff  at  the  Home  is 
proud,  and  I'm  sure  that  our  Free  Will 
Baptists  throughout  the  state  are  proud 
of  this  fine  achievement. 


1 


* 


Claudius  graduated  from  the  Home  in 

June  of  1973  and  is  a  freshman  at  Lee's 
McRae  College,  Banner  Elk,  North  Caro- 
lina. The  following  is  a  listing  of  his 
subjects,  grades,  and  credit  hours: 

Subject  Grade  Hours 

College  Program  A  V2 

Old  Testament  A  3 

R.O.T.C.  A  2 

Freshman  English  A  3 

Western  Civilization  History  A  3 
General  Biology  A  4 

Freshman  Mathematics         A  3 

Total  Credits  I8V2 
Congratulations  are  certainly  in  order 
and  if  you'd  like  to  extend  your  con- 
gratulations to  him  personally,  you  may 
do  so  by  writing:  vMr.  Claudius  Elmore, 
Lee's  McRae  College,  Box  668,  Banner 
Elk,  North  Carolina  28604. 


HELP  WANTED 

Houseparents  are  now  urgently 
needed  at  the  Children's  Home.  Only 
ONE  question  follows: 

Isn't  there  just  ONE  Christian  lady 
or  married  couple  within  our  Free 
Will  Baptist  denomination,  between 
the  ages  of  30  to  50,  possessing  a 
strong  love  for  children,  who  is  will- 
ing to  serve  in  God's  work  at  the 
Home? 

Each  reader,  please  pray  about  this 
question,  and  if  it  is  you,  then  tele- 
phone or  write  to  the  superintendent 
of  the  Home  without  delay. 

Address:  Drawer  E.  Middlesex, 
North  Carolina  27557;  phone:  235- 
4079 


Children  Home 
Employees 

Listed  below  are  the  names  and  job 
titles  of  all  the  employees  at  the  Free 
Will  Baptist  Children's  Home.  This  list- 
ing is  published  so  that  the  denomina- 
tion will  have  an  updated  listing  of  the 
Home's  staff. 

Sam  Weeks,  Superintendent 
Gene  B.  Britt,  Director  of  Campus  Life 
Constance  Corbett,  Bookkeeper 
Linda  Bray,  Secretary 
David  W.  Hansley,  Director  of  Religious 
Life 

Elizabeth  Hansley,  Education  Counselor 
J.  B.  Patterson,  Farm  Manager 
Erma  Patterson,  Food  Service  Manager 
Bonnie  Farmer,  Associate  Housemother 
Margaret    Kirkland,    Associate  House- 
mother 

Windy  Poole,  Associate  Housemother 
Thelma  Rulli,  Housemother,  Central  Cot- 
tage 

Mary  Mitchell,  Housemother,  Albemarle 
I  Cottage 

Clarence  Mitchell,  Maintenance  Manager 
Sally  Renfrow,  Housemother,  Deans  Cot- 
tage 


Bertha  Batts,  Housemother,  Smith  C 
tage 

Hallie  Edwards,   Housemother,  Rodgej 
Cottage . 

Faye  Noble,  Housemother,  Albemarle  i 
Cottage 

Jesse  Noble,  Assistant  Maintenance 
William  Nicholson,  Assistant  Farm  Mai 
ager 

Lillie  Nicholson,  Cook 

Doris  Lewis,  Cook 

Lallie  Wilkins,  House  Cleaner 


New  Children  Arrival 

During  December  two  new  child™ 
were  admitted  at  the  Home.  Debb, 
Jean  Brantley,  a  six-year-old  girl  froij 
Sims,  North  Carolina,  joined  our  familil 
and  is  living  in  the  Smith  Cottage.  He| 
placement  was  recommended  and  appro'j 
ed  by  the  Rev.  Adrian  Grubbs,  the  paH 
tor  of  Marsh  Swamp  Free  Will  Baptisji 
Church.  Debbie  is  in  the  first  grade  <j 
school. 

Rebecca  Christian  came  to  us  right 
after  Christmas.  She  is  a  twelve-yeai.i 
old  girl  in  the  seventh  grade  and  livei 
in  the  Deans  Cottage.  Becky  (Rebecca) 
a  member  of  the  Mount  Zion  Free  Wi] 
Baptist  Church  at  Roper,  North  Caroline 
and  was  recommended  by  her  pastoi 
the  Rev.  Charlie  Overton. 


The  Jones  Children 

On  January  5,  the  four  Jones  childrer 
arrived.  Their  names  and  ages  are:  Ken 
neth,  age  7;  Judy  Carol,  age  6;  Brenda 
age  4;  and  John,  age  2.  Kenneth  is  ir 
the  first  grade,  Carol  and  Brenda  are  ir 
kindergarten.  The  Jones  children  came 
to  us  from  Tarboro  and  we're  happy  tc 
have  them  join  our  family. 

At  the  time  of  this  writing  we  have 
76  children  who  are  being  reared  by  the 
Home.  There  were  a  total  of  19  chil- 
dren admitted  during  the  year  of  1973 
and  there  were  9  discharged,  which 
caused  a  net  increase  of  10  members. 
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NAMES  AND  TITLES  APPLIED  TO  CHRIST 


(Answers  to  Last  Week's  Puzzle) 
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Above  are  the  answers  to  last  week's  puzzle.  The  names  and  titles  applied  to 
Christ  are  traced  on  the  puzzle.   How  many  were  you  able  to  find? 


IN  AAEAAORIAAA 

MR.  JESSE  JAMES  ADAMS 

It  was  January  3,  1973,  that  the  death 
yingel  visited  Pitt  Memorial  Hospital, 
jJreenville,  North  Carolina,  and  took  the 
K spirit  of  Jesse  James  Adams  to  be  with 
s  !iis  Maker.  Mr.  Adams  was  a  member 
jjf  Pleasant  Hill  Free  Will  Baptist  Church 
{sear  Greenville  for  a  long  time.  He  was 
t\  dedicated  deacon  and  was  very  active 
IJnd  sincere  in  his  church  work  until  his 
Heath. 

Mr.  Adams  was  56  years  old.  He  left 
ijehind  to  mourn  their  loss  his  wife,  Mrs. 
lila  Mae  Adams;  a  daughter,  Jenny  Grif- 
fin; a  granddaughter,  Jennifer  Griffin; 
Jnd  several  relatives  and  loved  ones.  His 
fluneral  was  conducted  January  5,  1973, 
It  Wilkerson's  Funeral  Chapel  in  Green- 
lille  by  his  pastor,  the  Rev.  W.  H.  Willis, 
Issisted  by  the  Rev.  N.  D.  Beaman. 
I  There  is  a  vacancy  left  in  his  church 
Jjnat  never  can  be  filled.  He  will  always 
lie  missed  by  his  family,  his  church,  and 
III  his  friends;  but  we  feel  that  the  Lord 
Inew  best,  as  William  Finely  said: 

lleep  on  dear,  'tis  God  who  thought  best 
Jo  take  you  from  this  world  of  sorrow 

o  a  lovely  place  of  rest, 
lay-by-day  we  are  striving  to  meet  you 
n  that  fair  heavenly  home. 
|"is  the  land  where  all  is  happiness 
Jjlp  there  where  sorrow  is  unknown, 
lafe  in  the  arms  of  Jesus, 
Ingels  guard  thy  sleeping  clay, 
jl/e  are  looking  forward  to  seeing  you 
n  that  great  resurrection  day. 

Submitted  by, 

Novella  Stokes 

Ida  Mae  Sutton 

(Pleasant  Hill  Auxiliary) 


Mr.  Henry  Mitchell 

(The  following  poem  was  written  by 
Irs.  Ora  Barnhill  in  memory  of  Mr.  Hen- 
i  Mitchell,  a  former  farm  manager  at 
ie  Free  Will  Baptist  Children's  Home, 
\iddlesex,  North  Carolina.   Mr.  Mitchell 
Ijassed  away  in  December,  1973,  and  the 
jjoem  is  dedicated  to  his  widow,  Mrs. 
tiidie  Mitchell.    Mrs.  Barnhill  is  also  a 
Jjormer  employee  of  the  Home.) 

,  iiere  is  an  empty  pew  in  the  church 
'/here  he  always  sat; 

I  j  -  .  _ 

■  i  The  9  dischargees  were:  George  Con- 
■pr,  Joyce  Woodard,  Jane  Hill,  Charles 
/arren,  Dorothy  Elks,  Denny  Edwards, 
Annette  and  Bill  Whitley,  and  Jimmy 
ijnes. 
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If  there  came  a  time  he  wasn't  there, 
They  wondered  where  he  was  "at." 

Now  he  has  gone  to  be  with  Jesus, 
To  fill  his  pew  up  there,- 
It  is  our  loss,  but  heaven's  gain, 
In  that  land  so  free  and  fair. 

The  faithful  servant  of  the  church 
Loved  his  church  and  the  Saviour,  too,- 
But  now  he  has  taken  his  flight  to  heav- 
en, 

To  wait  there  for  me  and  you. 

His  pain  and  sorrow  while  here  on  earth 
Are  over  and  won't  be  anymore,- 


He  has  paid  the  debt  we  all  must  pay,- 
Let's  meet  him  on  yonder's  shore. 

In  his  home  there  is  also  an  empty  chair 
That  he  cannot  fill  anymore,- 
But  loved  ones,  shed  no  more  tears, 
You  can  see  him  inside  heaven's  door. 


"We've  been  married  a  year  and 
never  quarreled.  If  a  difference  of  opin- 
ion arises  and  I'm  right,  my  husband 
gives  in." 

"And  what  if  he's  right?" 

"That  has  never  occurred." 


NEW  CATALOGS  READY 

The  new  1974  catalogs  of  home  and  church  supplies  are  now  available 
at  the  Ayden  Bible  and  Bookstore,  811  North  Lee  Street,  Ayden,  North  Caro- 
lina 28513,  or  any  of  its  branch  stores  at  Smithfield,  New  Bern,  or  Wilson, 
North  Carolina.  Come  by  either  of  these  stores  and  pick  up  your  copy,  or 
mail  your  request  to  the  Ayden  Bible  and  Bookstore. 


New  Growth 


BY  MRS.  ROYCE  MATTHEWS  M 

I  believe  the  reason  for  so  many  men- 
tal disorders  and  nervous  conditions  to- 
day is  that  we've  lost  touch  with  the 
earth.  We  are  so  caught  up  in  our  so- 
phisticated worlds  that  our  materially 
possessed  minds  have  lost  sight  of  the 
meaning  of  life. 

We  don't  realize  that  in  America  to- 
day we  are  actually  living  better  than 
the  kings  and  queens  through  the  nine- 
teenth century.  We  have  climate-con- 
trolled houses,  climate-controlled  cars, 
and  sleep  in  comfortable  king-size  beds. 
Even  with  their  pomp  and  pageantry,  the 
kings  and  queens  did  not  have  the  good 
life  we  have. 

But  we're  not  happy.  It  seems  with 
each  added  convenience  we  are  one  step 
farther  from  happiness. 

And  we're  just  a  bunch  of  stuffed 
shirts!  By  the  time  we  have  finished 
dressing  in  our  tight  girdles,  stylish 
clothes,  and  shoes,  we're  too  uncomfort- 
able to  speak.  Who  feels  like  being 
friendly  anyway  when  they've  stayed 
awake  all  night  protecting  a  hairdo? 
With  all  our  makeup  artistically  applied 
we  can't  smile  carelessly  for  fear  of 
wrecking  our  entire  faces. 

We're  also  tied  to  numerous  activities 
we  feel  necessary  until  we  don't  have 
time  and  energy  left  for  the  real  necessi- 
ties. We  have  girdled  our  whole  charac- 
ters.  We're  not  free  to  enjoy  life. 

Jesus  always  lived  close  to  the  earth. 
He  walked  a  lot  in  open  sandals  on  dusty 
roads.  In  John  8:6,  Jesus  even  stooped 
and  with  His  finger  wrote  on  the  ground. 
But  we  can't  stand  to  get  our  hands 
dirty,  much  less  get  grains  of  sand  un- 
derneath our  nails.  It's  beneath  our 
sophisticated  dignity.  Yet,  Jesus,  the 
Creator  of  the  earth  itself,  wasn't  "too 
good"  to  do  that! 

We  would  do  well  if  we  again  be- 
come as  children  and  place  our  faith  in 
the  Creator  rather  than  our  man-made 
surroundings. 

When  was  the  last  time  you  got  the 
exhilarating  feeling  of  walking  in  a 
shower,  unmindful  of  the  fact  that  the 
raindrops  were  making  history  of  your 
new  $5  bouffant  hairdo?  or  lay  flat  of 
your  back  in  the  wide  open  spaces  to 
watch  the  everchanging  white  cloud 
formations  against  a  heavenly  blue  back- 
ground—without sunglasses  to  mar  the 


We  live  in  a  world  where  moral  stand- 
ards have  been  shattered.  Christian 
standards  seem  to  have  crumbled.  A 
good  character  seems  to  be  of  little  im- 
portance. There  is  no  longer  a  do  and 
don't  religion  but  a  why  and  why  not 
attitude  that  prevails  in  our  society. 
Therefore,  we  must  prepare  ourselves  to 
supply  the  answers  to  the  why's  and  the 
why  not's. 

The  measure  of  the  genuineness  of  the 
Christian  movement  is  its  fidelity  to 
God's  Word,  and  that  is  where  Christian 
camping  makes  its  contribution  to  our 
society. 

Ministers,  teachers,  and  youth  direc- 
tors seek  to  answer  the  why's  and  why 
not's  in  a  few  minutes  on  Sunday  morn- 
ing or  one  night  a  week.  This  is  fine, 
but  in  a  well-organized  camp  the  Bible 
must  be  the  main  theme  of  the  program. 

Today's  camping  promises  to  become 
the  focal  point  of  our  youth,  providing  a 
retreat  and  discovery  center  which 
churches  will  seek  out  for  periods  of  in- 
tense teaching.  The  Bible,  in  this  way, 
will  capture  our  youth  and  Christian 
camping  will  provide  the  setting. 

Surprisingly,  the  hunger  of  today  is 


view?  or  took  a  lazy  walk  through  the 
woods  to  look  at  God's  handiwork? 

To  insure  mental  health,  we  should  go 
out  once  in  awhile,  burst  a  watermelon 
and  gouge  the  heart  out  with  our  bare 
hands.  Pick  up  a  handful  of  dirt  and 
feel  the  texture  of  the  grains  as  it  sifts 
through  our  fingers.  God  made  it.  It's 
beautiful! 

Or  if  it  takes  it  to  bring  you  back  to 
earth  and  the  realization  of  God's  love, 
kick  off  your  shoes  at  the  nearest  mud- 
hole,  step  in  letting  the  mud  squash  be- 
tween your  toes,-  or  go  catch  a  doodle- 
bug. 


for  Bible  study,  not  studies  of  the  Bible./ 
There  is  a  vast  difference.  We  open  the 
Bible,  read,  and  ask,  "What  is  the  Bible 
saying  to  me?"  You  find  many  sources 
of  good  material  for  Bible  study,  but 
what  outstanding  source  can  be  found 
that  will  help  our  youth  discover  the  Bi- 
ble truth  on  their  own?  Self-discovery 
from  the  Bible  is  the  best  answer  for 
today's  youth.  This  can  be  a  reality  in 
a  camping  program  at  Camp  Vandemere. 

Christian  camping  cannot  be  called  a 
fad  or  a  movement.  It  is  a  service  that 
seeks  to  bring  people  under  the  power 
of  God's  Word  to  build  into  them  Chris- 
tian character  by  being  designed  to 
strengthen  the  Christian  and  to  acquaint 
the  lost  with  Christ. 

Our  task  as  leaders  of  Christian  camp- 
ing is  to  emphasize  the  Bible  as  our  first 
priority.  Many  campers  who  come  as 
faddists  may  return  home  with  genuine 
Christian  belief.  If  taught  to  feed  on  the 
Word  of  God  independently,  they  can  be- 
come growing  Christians. 

Pray  for,  visit,  and  support  Camp  Van- 
demere. Help  us  build  a  Christian  camp 
that  you  can  be  proud  of  to  serve  Free 
Will  Baptists  and  for  God's  glory. 

Board  of  Directors 
Rev.  Luther  Swinson 
Camp  Vandemere,  Inc. 


NOTE  OF  THANKS 

Dear  friends,  please  let  me  take  these 
few  seconds  to  express  my  thanks  to 
everyone  who  sent  me  cards,  gifts,  and 
money  during  the  holiday  season.  For 
every  thought  I  am  most  grateful.  My' 
prayer  is  that  God  will  bless  all  of  you! 
throughout  this  new  year.  Please  pray 
for  me.— Mrs.  Emeline  Rhodes,  Route  2 
Box  290,  Tabor  City,  North  Carolina 
28463. 


NOTE  OF  THANKS 

I  would  like  to  thank  all  my  friends- 
churches,  auxiliaries,  and  other  organize 
tions  for  their  kind  remembrances  wit1 
cards,  phone  calls,  and  love  offerings  oj 
my  birthday  and  during  the  holida' 
season.  May  God  bless  all  of  you  is  ml 
prayer.— Mrs.  Letha  M.  Ringgold,  Rouij 
5,  Box  47,  New  Bern,  North  Carolin 
28560. 


A  pat  on  the  back  is  all  right  provide 
it  is  administered  early  enough,  hai 
enough,  and  low  enough. 
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BIBLE 


QUESTIONS 

and 
ANSWERS 


Conducted  by  J.  P.  BARROW 
Route  1,  Box  475,  LaGrange,  North  Carolina  28551 


Question:  What  does  the  word  "con- 
/ersion"  mean? 

Answer:  Here  is  a  part  of  what.  Web- 
ster's Dictionary  says  on  the  subject:  "A 
Spiritual  and  moral  change  of  belief  with 
Conviction;  specifically,  the  experience 
associated  with  and  involving  a  definite 
and  deceiving  adoption  of  religion,  es- 
pecially a  Christian  religion."  Cruden's 
[Concordance  says:  "Literally,  a  turning, 
ihe  word  is  used  to  mean,  theologically, 
the  spiritual  or  moral  change  which  ac- 
companies the  turning  of  a  sinner  from 
I [his  sins  to  God  (Psalm  51:13);  the  con- 
l/ersion  of  the  Gentiles  (Acts  15:3)." 
These  verses  whose  location  Cruden's 
Concordance  gives  might   be  a  good 
starting  place  for  our  discussion:  "Then 
will  I  teach  transgressors  thy  ways;  and 
sinners  shall  be  converted  unto  thee" 
ifpsalm  51:13);  "And  being  brought  on 
[their  way  by  the  church,  they  passed 
jj,through  Phenice  and  Samaria,  declaring 
I  the  conversion  of  the  Gentiles:  and  they 
jcaused  great  joy  unto  all  the  brethren" 
;  (Acts  15=3).   Note  in  the  first,  "sinners 
;  khall  be  converted  unto  thee."   This  Da- 
.  jvid  declares  will  come  as  a  result  of 
Cod's,  whom  he  is  addressing  in  prayer, 
'  asking  that  He  restore  unto  him  the  joy 
of  his  salvation  which  should  in  itself 
leach  us  much  about  soul  winning.  We 
ineed  not  expect  sinners  to  be  attracted 
to  God  through  us  when  there  is  uncon- 
fessed  and  unforgiven  sin  in  our  lives. 
.  The  Bible  teaches  us,  "If  we  confess  our 
[  ,sins,  he  is  faithful  and  just  to  forgive  us 
I  (our  sins,  and  to  cleanse  us  from  all  un- 
righteousness.   If  we  say  that  we  have 
;  jnot  sinned,  we  make  him  a  liar,  and  his 
,  jword  is  not  in  us"  (1  John  1:9,  10). 
j    Jesus  invites  us  to  come.    (See  Mat- 
rjthew  11:28-30.)   The  Bible  also  teaches, 
"Come  now,  and  let  us  reason  together, 
jsaith  the  LORD:  though  your  sins  be  as 
scarlet,  they  shall  be  as  white  as  snow; 
^  (though  they  be  red  like  crimson,  they 
f  shall  be  as  wool"  (Isaiah  1:18);  "Seek 
jye  the  LORD  while  he  may  be  found,  call 
ye  upon  him  while  he  is  near:  Let  the 


wicked  forsake  his  way,  and  the  un- 
righteous man  his  thoughts:  and  let  him 
return  unto  the  LORD,  and  he  will  have 
mercy  upon  him,-  and  to  our  God,  for  he 
will  abundantly  pardon"  (Isaiah  55:6,  7). 

The  Lord  wants  us  to  come  and  be 
reconciled  for  in  this  the  Holy  Spirit 
changes  us  from  what  we  are  to  what 
the  Bible  teaches  us  we  should  be.  The 
Word  of  God  which  the  Holy  Spirit  uses 
is  the  weapon  He  uses  to  bring  about 
the  change  we  need  to  have  take  place 
in  our  lives.  The  Bible  itself  says  of 
the  Word:  "For  the  word  of  God  is  quick, 
and  powerful,  and  sharper  than  any  two- 
edged  sword,  piercing  even  to  the  divid- 
ing asunder  of  soul  and  spirit,  and  of 
the  joints  and  marrow,  and  is  a  discern- 
er  of  the  thoughts  and  intents  of  the 
heart"  (Hebrews  4:12);  "Thy  word  is  a 
lamp  unto  my  feet,  and  a  light  unto  my 
path"  (Psalm  119:105). 

"And  be  not  drunk  with  wine,  where- 
in is  excess,-  but  be  filled  with  the 
Spirit;  .  .  .  Submitting  yourselves  one 
to  another  in  the  fear  of  God.  .  .  .  That 
he  might  sanctify  and  cleanse  it  with 
the  washing  of  water  by  the  word,  That 
he  might  present  it  to  himself  a  glorious 
church,  not  having  spot,  or  wrinkle,  or 
any  such  thing,-  but  that  it  should  be 
holy  and  without  blemish"  (Ephesians  5: 
18,  21,  26,  27);  "Not  by  works  of  righ- 
teousness which  we  have  done,  but  ac- 
cording to  his  mercy  he  saved  us,  by  the 
washing  of  regeneration,  and  renewing 
of  the  Holy  Ghost;  Which  he  shed  on  us 
abundantly  through  Jesus  Christ  our 
Saviour;  That  being  justified  by  his 
grace,  we  should  be  made  heirs  accord- 
ing to  the  hope  of  eternal  life"  (Titus 
3:5-7);  "Know  ye  not  that  the  un- 
righteous shall  not  inherit  the  kingdom 
of  God?  Be  not  deceived:  neither  forni- 
cators, nor  idolaters,  nor  adulterers,  nor 
effeminate,  nor  abusers  of  themselves 
with  mankind,  Nor  thieves,  nor  covetous, 
nor  drunkards,  nor  revilers,  nor  extor- 
tioners, shall  inherit  the  kingdom  of 
God.   And  such  were  some  of  you:  but 


ye  are  washed,  but  ye  are  sanctified, 
but  ye  are  justified  in  the  name  of  the 
Lord  Jesus,  and  by  the  Spirit  of  our 
God"  (1  Corinthians  6:9-11).  This  all  is 
in  keeping  with  "Thy  word  have  I  hid  in 
mine  heart,  that  I  might  not  sin  against 
thee"  (Psalm  119:11). 

The  Bible  speaks  about  the  cleansing 
power  of  the  word;  "Now  ye  are  clean 
through  the  word  which  I  have  spoken 
unto  you"  (John  15:3).  Jesus  called 
this  cleansing  being  born  again;  "Jesus 
answered  and  said  unto  him,  Verily, 
verily,  I  say  unto  thee,  Except  a  man  be 
born  again,  he  cannot  see  the  kingdom 
of  God.  .  .  .  Jesus  answered,  Verily, 
verily,  I  say  unto  thee,  Except  a  man  be 
born  of  water  and  of  the  Spirit,  he  can- 
not enter  into  the  kingdom  of  God.  That 
which  is  born  of  the  flesh  is  flesh;  and 
that  which  is  born  of  the  Spirit  is  spirit. 
Marvel  not  that  I  said  unto  thee,  Ye 
must  be  born  again.  The  wind  bloweth 
where  it  listeth,  and  thou  hearest  the 
sound  thereof,  but  canst  not  tell  whence 
it  cometh,  and  whither  it  goeth:  so  is 
every  one  that  is  born  of  the  Spirit" 
(John  3:3,  5-8).  Compare  the  following 
Scriptures:  "But  as  many  as  received 
him,  to  them  gave  he  power  to  beccme 
the  sons  of  God,  even  to  them  that  be- 
lieve on  his  name"  (John  1:12);  "He  that 
believeth  on  the  Son  hath  everlasting 
life:  and  he  that  believeth  not  the  Son 
shall  not  see  life,-  but  the  wrath  of  God 
abideth  on  him"  (John  3:36);  "And  as 
Moses  lifted  up  the  serpent  in  the  wil- 
derness, even  so  must  the  Son  of  man 
be  lifted  up:  That  whosoever  believeth 
in  him  should  not  perish,  but  have 
eternal  life.  For  God  so  loved  the  world, 
that  he  gave  his  only  begotten  Son,  that 
whosoever  believeth  in  him  should  not 
perish,  but  have  everlasting  life.  For 
God  sent  not  his  Son  into  the  world  to 
condemn  the  world;  but  that  the  world 
through  him  might  be  saved"  (John  3: 
14-17);  "And  they  said,  Believe  on  the 
Lord  Jesus  Christ,  and  thou  shalt  be 
saved,  and  thy  house"  (Acts  16:31); 
"That  if  thou  shalt  confess  with  thy 
mouth  the  Lord  Jesus,  and  shalt  believe 
in  thine  heart  that  God  hath  raised  him 
from  the  dead,  thou  shalt  be  saved.  For 
with  the  heart  man  believeth  unto 
righteousness;  and  with  the  mouth  con- 
fession is  made  unto  salvation.  For  the 
scripture  saith,  Whosoever  believeth  on 
him  shall  not  be  ashamed"  (Romans  10: 
9-11);  "For  I  am  not  ashamed  of  the 
gospel  of  Christ:  for  it  is  the  power  of 
God  unto  salvation  to  every  one  that  be- 
lieveth; to  the  Jew  first,  and  also  to  the 
(continued  on  page  fifteen) 
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JERRY  MEETS  AN 
ELEPHANT 

DOROTHY  B.  MORRIS 

JERRY  and  Bill  were  getting  along 
about  as  well  as  mustard  on  cake, 
and  it  was  all  Bill's  fault.  Or  so  Jerry 
kept  telling  himself.  Of  course,  Jerry 
knew  that  he  could  end  the  whole  thing 
by  forgiving  Bill  and  asking  him  to  go 
with  them  to  the  zoo  that  afternoon. 
But  that  would  be  letting  Bill  off  too 
easy,  Jerry  argued  with  his  conscience. 
What  Bill  needed  was  a  good  letting 
alone  for  awhile.  Any  boy  who  would 
pull  off  the  trick  he  had— and  against 
his  best  friend,  too.  Jerry  felt  angry  all 
over  as  he  thought  about  it. 

He  and  Bill  were  next  door  neighbors 
and  yesterday  Bill  had  left  school  before 
Jerry.  Jerry  had  not  given  it  a  thought 
since  he  hadn't  expected  Bill  to  wait  for 
him  while  he  dusted  the  erasers.  But 
when  Jerry  got  home  he  found  that 
someone  had  written  in  chalk  all  over 
the  sidewalk  in  front  of  his  house,  "Jer- 
ry likes  Linda."  It  had  taken  him  half 
an  hour  to  get  it  all  scrubbed  off,  and 
then  Bill  had  appeared  and  asked  if  Jer- 
ry needed  any  help. 

"Did  you  do  this?"  Jerry  asked  angri- 
ly, his  face  as  red  as  a  tomato. 

"Aw,  Jerry,  don't  be  mad.  I  was  only 
teasing.  And  I'm  sorry  I  did  it.  But 
I  don't  think  anyone  else  saw  it.  I  had 
just  finished  when  you  got  home,  and 
no  one  else  has  walked  along  here  since." 

But  Jerry  wouldn't  listen,  and  Bill 
had  finally  gone  into  the  house  looking 
miserable.  Now,  a  whole  24  hours 
later,  Bill  was  still  looking  miserable. 
Jerry  could  see  him  from  his  window 
next  door.  In  half  an  hour  Jerry's  uncle 
and  his  two  cousins  were  coming  to  take 
him  to  the  zoo.   There  would  be  room 


for  Bill,  too,  and  Uncle  Peter  wouldn't 
care  if  he  asked  him. 

But  when  the  car  bearing  Uncle  Peter 
and  the  cousins  left  for  the  zoo,  Bill  was 
still  sitting  on  his  porch  looking  miser- 
able. 

At  the  peanut  stand  Jerry  bought  a 
bag  of  peanuts  to  feed  the  animals.  But 
when  he  got  to  the  elephants,  a  brand 
new  idea  popped  into  his  head,  and  with- 
out thinking  Jerry  put  it  into  action. 
He  held  out  a  peanut;  but  just  as  the 
elephant's  trunk  was  about  to  close  on 
it  Jerry  jerked  his  hand  back  and  pop- 
ped the  peanut  into  his  own  mouth. 

"Why,  Jerry!"  Uncle  Peter  said. 
"That's  not  playing  fair." 

"I  was  only  teasing  him,"  Jerry  re- 
plied, laughing. 

"You'd  better  be  careful,"  his  uncle 
warned.  "Teasing  animals  is  cruel.  And 
it  sometimes  backfires." 

But  Jerry  seemed  to  like  the  idea  of 
offering  a  peanut  to  the  elephant  and 
then  eating  it  himself,  so  he  kept  it  up 
till  his  nuts  were  gone.  "Better  luck 
next  time,"  he  called  to  the  elephant  as 
they  wandered  away  to  see  the  other 
animals. 

Later  in  the  afternoon  the  elephants 
and  their  trainer  put  on  a  show  for  visi- 
tors at  the  zoo,  and  Jerry  and  his  cousins 
were  on  the  front  row.  They  laughed 
with  the  rest  of  the  crowd  as  the  ani- 
mals went  through  their  special  tricks. 
After  the  show  the  crowd  still  lingered, 
watching  the  elephants  fill  their  trunks 
with  water  and  squirt  it  on  each  other. 
Then  to  everyone's  surprise  one  of  the 
elephants  filled  his  trunk  with  water 
and  walked  over  to  the  fence.  The  ani- 
mal looked  over  the  crowd,  as  though 
watching  for  someone  in  particular,  and 
when  he  found  him  he  squirted  his  trunk 
full  of  water  all  over  him. 

That  someone  in  particular  was  Jerry. 
The  crowd  roared,  and  Jerry's  face  got 
as  red  as  his  sweater.   He  was  drenched 


with  water,  and  his  cousins  were  yell- 
ing, "Boy,  did  that  elephant  get  even 
with  youl" 

Jerry  got  away  from  the  crowd  as 
soon  as  he  could,  and  his  uncle  took  him 
home. 

"After  all,  you  shouldn't  have  teased 
the  elephant,"  his  uncle  said:  "Elephants 
are  noted  for  their  remarkable  memory. 
The  one  you  picked  to  tease  was  extra 
smart." 

"I  wouldn't  have  teased  him  if  I  had 
known  he'd  try  to  get  even  with  me," 
replied  Jerry. 

"Well,  don't  feel  too  badly  about  it. 
After  all,  an  elephant  is  only  an  animal. 
He  doesn't  know  how  wrong  it  is  to  get 
even  with  those  who  do  mean  things  to 
him.  But  we  do.  You  and  I  have  been 
taught  to  return  good  for  evil." 

Good  for  evil?  Jerry  shuddered  in- 
side. That  was  what  the  Lord  had  been 
trying  to  get  him  to  do  to  Bill  all  day 
long.  And  it  had  taken  the  trick  of  a 
"dumb"  animal  to  show  him  how  awful 
"getting  even"  is. 

"Just  as  soon  as  I  get  into  some  dry 
clothes,  I'll  go  make  things  right  with 
Bill,"  he  decided  quickly. 

"Thanks  for  taking  me  to  the  zoo," 
Jerry  told  his  uncle  when  he  got  out  of 
the  car. 

"I'm  glad  you  could  go  with  us,"  Uncle 
Peter  replied.  "I  hope  we  can  go  again 
some  time.  But  I'd  advise  you  to  treat 
the  elephants  a  little  more  respectfully 
next  time." 

"I  will,"  Jerry  promised.  "I've  learn- 
ed my  lesson." 

But  Uncle  Peter  did  not  know  that 
Jerry  had  Bill  in  mind,  too.— Junior 
Trails. 


Just  Being  Happy 

Just  being  happy  .  .  . 

Is  a  fine  thing  to  do; 
Looking  on  the  bright  side, 

Rather  than  the  blue; 
Sad  or  sunny  musing, 
Is  largely  in  the  choosing 
And  just  being  happy 

Is  brave  work,  and  true. 

Just  being  happy  .  .  . 

Helps  other  souls  along; 
Their  burdens  may  be  heavy, 

And  they  not  strong; 
And  your  own  sky  will  lighten 
If  other  skies  you  brighten 
By  being  happy 

With  a  heart  full  of  song! 

—Author  Unknown. 
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Free  Will  Baptist 
Church  Covenant 
Given 

In  the  fall  session  of  the  Western  Con- 
rence  Woman's  Auxiliary  Convention, 
ie  convention  presented  to  Cragmont 
ssembly  the  framed  church  covenant 
Jctured  below.  Mrs.  James  Joyner, 
esident  of  the  convention,  delivered 
e  covenant  to  the  Rev.  De  Wayne  Eakes, 
ho  is  pictured  presenting  the  covenant 

the  Cragmont  managers,  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
il  Davenport.  The  covenant  has  been 
srmanently  installed  in  the  new  dining 
ill.  It  is  fitting  that  our  covenant  is 
splayed  in  a  central  place  on  our  cam- 
js.  We  appreciate  this  very  appro- 
iate  gift. 


Mrs.  Davenport,  Mr.  Davenport,  and 
Mr.  Eakes. 


BEFORE  AND  AFTER! 

Cottage  No.  4,  formerly  known  as  the 
?reen  House,"  received  some  much 
leded  attention  during  1973.  The  bath- 
om  has  always  been  inadequate  and 
ieping  a  leakproof  roof  on  the  cottage 
emed  to  be  an  impossibility.  This  past 
ar,  the  Board  of  Directors  of  Crag- 
ont  Assembly  voted  to  make  some  re- 
jiirs  and  improvements  while  the  kitch- 
ij-dining    hall    was    under  construc- 


tion. New  bathroom  facilities  and  an 
"A-type"  roof  were  added  to  Cottage 
No.  4.  The  outside  has  been  painted  a 
light  tan  and  the  inside  has  also  received 
a  new  coat  of  paint.  Some  new  bunks 
will  be  added  this  year. 


Before 

We  would  also  like  for  some  church, 
conference,  or  church  group  to  under- 
take a  floor  covering  project  for  this  cot- 
tage. This  would  make  Cottage  No  4 
as  nice  as  any  of  the  new  buildings  that 
we  have  added  recently. 

Above  is  the  picture  of  the  cottage 
before  the  repairs  were  done.  Below  is 
a  picture  after  the  repairs  were  complet- 
ed. The  addition  on  the  left  is  the  new 
bathroom  which  was  added. 


After 


Which  Way 
To  Cragmont? 

One  of  the  major  complaints  of  visitors 
to  Cragmont  Assembly  has  been:  "Why 
don't  you  put  a  sign  on  the  highway  di- 
recting us  to  Cragmont?"  We  are  happy 
to  say  that  this  has  been  done!  The  sign 
pictured  below  is  approximately  4  by  8 
feet.  Mr.  George  Parrish  of  the  Selma, 
North  Carolina,  Free  Will  Baptist  Church 


gave  a  donation  of  $75  for  the  purpose 
of  painting  the  sign.  Mr.  Davenport  had 
the  sign  painted  and  cleared  away  tree 
limbs  and  brushes  which  were  blocking 
the  view  of  the  sign. 


BtBSr-  ' 
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New  Cragmont  Sign 

A  problem  with  finding  the  sign  to 
Cragmont  is  that  many  people  look  for 
it  too  soon  after  passing  Black  Moun- 
tain, North  Carolina.  After  leaving  Black 
Mountain  on  Highway  70  (towards  Ashe- 
vi  I  le),  you  pass  the  Western  North  Caro- 
lina Shopping  Center,  three  gas  stations, 
and  an  automotive  parts  house.  Then 
on  the  right,  just  off  the  highway  right- 
of-way,  you  can  see  the  big  sign.  The 
next  right  turn  after  passing  the  sign 
will  put  you  on  the  North  Fork  Road  on 
which  our  Cragmont  property  fronts.  This 
turn  is  about  100  yards  past  the  sign  and 
is  about  100  feet  on  the  Black  Mountain 
side  of  the  double-track  railroad  cross- 
ing. The  picture  below  will  give  you 
some  idea  of  what  the  sign  looks  like 
and  its  location  along  the  highway. 


Location  in  Relation  to  Highway  70 


Another  Payment 
Made! 

In  our  closing  meeting  of  the  Crag- 
mont Board  of  Directors  a  payment  of 
$5,000,  plus  interest,  was  made  on  the 
kitchen-dining  hall  debt.  This  leaves  a 
balance  of  $14,500  to  be  paid.  This  is 
(continued  on  page  fifteen) 
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ST.  CLAIRE  BIBLE  CLAS£"} 

THE  SUNDAY  ^aSS 
SCHOOL  LESSOIS^ 


FOR  JANUARY  27 


LIFE  IN  CHRIST 

Lesson  Text:  John  15:1-11 
Memory  Verse:  John  14:6 

I.  INTRODUCTION 

Our  lesson  for  today  deals  with  our 
life  in  Christ  and  our  relationship  to 
Him  as  the  source  and  sustainer  of  that 
life.  The  new  life  which  the  believer 
finds  in  Christ  is  a  much  better  life  than 
the  one  he  had  before,  but  it  also  makes 
more  stringent  demands  upon  his  time, 
his  energy,  and  the  use  of  his  talents, 
in  order  to  meet  these  demands  and 
live  up  to  the  expectations  of  His  Lord, 
he  will  have  to  continually  draw  upon 
that  source  of  strength  from  whence  his 
life  springs  by  continually  maintaining 
a  right  relationship  with  Him. 

In  this  passage  Jesus  sets  forth  the 
relationship  existing  between  Father, 
Son;  and  believers  by  speaking  of  Him- 
self as  the  vine,  the  Father  as  the  hus- 
bandman, and  believers  as  branches.  In 
this  discourse  He  stresses  the  necessity 
of  the  branches  abiding  in  the  vine,-  for 
failure  to  do  so  will  not  only  result  in 
failure  to  produce  fruit,  but  will  also 
result  in  death  and  destruction. 

The  background  for  today's  lesson  is 
the  city  of  Jerusalem  during  the  last 
week  of  our  Lord's  earthly  ministry,  and 
it  would  appear  at  that  time  between 
the  Last  Supper  and  His  betrayal. 

The  purpose  of  today's  lesson  is  to 
impress  upon  our  minds  the  importance 
of  maintaining  a  right  relationship  with 
Christ  through  service  and  personal  de- 
votion.—The  Teen-Age  Teacher  (F.W.B.). 

II.  HINTS  THAT  HELP 

A.  The  fact  that  Christ  is  the  Vine 
and  we  are  the  branches  is  one  of  the 
most  meaningful  figures  of  speech  in  all 
the  Bible.  It  shows  how  closely  identi- 
fied the  Christian  is  with  his  Lord. 

B.  Isn't  it  wonderful  to  realize  that 
our  fruitfulness  does  not  depend  upon 
our  ability  or  talent,  but  simply  upon 
our  trust  in  the  Lord? 


C.  Have  you  ever  learned  the  law  of 
fruitfulness?  It  is  not  hard  work;  it  is 
not  education  and  preparation,-  it  is  not 
being  talented;  but  it  is  abiding  in  the 
Lord. 

D.  If  a  man  can  with  his  own  will  ac- 
cept the  Lord  and  become  a  Christian, 
why  can  he  not  with  that  same  will  re- 
pudiate Christ  and  be  lost  again?  If 
you  say  that  he  gave  himself  to  Christ 
and  his  will  is  no  longer  his  own,  then 
how  could  a  Christian  sin? 

E.  Jesus  gave  the  disciples  this  talk 
about  the  vine  and  the  branches  when 
they  were  upset  about  His  leaving  them. 
He  wanted  to  show  them  what  a  close 
relationship  exists  between  God  and  His 
children  while  they  are  in  the  world.— 
The  Bible  Teacher  (F.W.B.). 

III.  ADDITIONAL  TRUTHS 

A.  A  few  years  ago,  a  Chicago  artist 
won  a  $1,000  prize  for  a  solid  black  can- 
vas painting.  Obviously,  it  took  little 
skill  with  a  brush  to  paint  a  canvas 
black;  the  recognition  was  given  him  for 
his  "profound"  statement  of  the  human 
situation.  In  other  words,  to  the  modern 
man,  cut  loose  from  God,  life  has  no  pur- 
pose, no  meaning.  Life  ends  in  a  blank 
wall,  and  man  faces  darkness  forever. 

How  lamentable  is  the  creature  who 
refuses  to  acknowledge  the  Creator!  A 
famous  atheist  admitted  that  often  the 
only  thing  that  got  him  through  a  long 
night  was  the  thought  of  the  possibility 
of  suicide,  that  if  life  became  too  much 
of  a  burden  he  could  (he  thought)  end  it 
all!  Paul  the  apostle  warned  that  when 
men  refuse  to  acknowledge  God  they  be- 
come futile  in  their  thinking  and  their 
minds  are  darkened.  This  condition  is 
very  aptly  illustrated  by  a  black  paint- 
ing! 

Men  search  for  meaning.  They  look 
for  a  life  that  satisfies.  But  neither  can 
be  found  apart  from  Jesus  Christ.  He 
alone  is  the  true  vine  who  can  provide 
the  nourishment  each  needs  for  the  sus- 
tenance of  life.  When  men  willingly 
separate  themselves  from  this  vital  con- 
nection death  is  the  inevitable  result. 


But  as  surely  as  men  can  choose  ti< 
separate  themselves  from  Christ,  they 
can  choose  to  remain  a  part  of  Him.  Anc 
if  they  do  they  possess  eternal  life  anc 
joy.  This  is  what  Jesus  wants  for  every 
person.— Standard  Lesson  Commentary. 

B.  Someone  has  said,  "We  are  morally 
responsible  for  every  wrong  we  have  th« 
power  to  prevent."  What  kind  of  en- 
vironment are  we  preparing  for  our  chil 
dren  to  grow  up  in?  What  are  some  ol 
the  wrongs  we  could  have  prevented 
but  which  now  hold  our  children  in  cap 
tivity?  Do  we  know  that  we  shall  an! 
swer  for  all  these  things  someday?  Mi 
shall  account  for  what  the  churcn  could 
have  done  in  these  wicked  times  ant 
failed  to  do.— C.  F.  Bowen. 

C.  "Poems  often  make  a  real  impac 
upon  human  hearts.  Did  you  ever  heai 
the  verse  about  the  old  violin,  written 
by  a  dear  saint  of  God,  Mrs.  Myr<i 
Brooks  Welch?    It  began: 

"  'Twas  battered  and  scarred,  and 

the  auctioneer 
Thought  it  scarcely  worth  his  while 
To  waste  much  time  on  the  old  j 

violin, 

But  he  held  it  up  with  a  smile.  .  .' 

1 

"The  bidding  started.  One  dollar! 
two,  three?  It  seemed  that  it  might  gs 
for  three  dollars.  Then  there  came  for 
ward  from  the  back  of  the  crowd  a  gray 
haired  man.  He  asked  for  the  violin 
Taking  it  from  the  auctioneer's  hanc 
he  wiped  the  dust  from  it,  took  the  bowi 
tightened  the  strings,  turned  it  and  lifl 
ed  it  to  his  chin: 

"  'He  played  a  melody  pure  and  swee 
As  a  caroling  angel  sings.' 

"Now  the  crowd  was  still.  The  auij 
tioneer  speaks  again:  'Now,  what  am  j 
bid  for  the  old  violin?  A  thousand  dof 
lars?  Who'll  make  it  two?  Who'! 
make  it  three?  Going,  going,  gone  i\ 
three  thousand  dollars  for  the  old  violii 

"'But  wait.  You  tell  me.  Wh{ 
changed  the  value  of  the  old  violin? 

"  'You  do  see,  don't  you,  that  it  Wc 
the  touch  of  a  master's  hand?' 

"Life  is  like  that.  So  many  of  us  ai 
conscious  of  our  shortcomings,  our  fai 
ures.  We  know  only  too  well  that 
ourselves  there  is  little  or  nothir 
worthwhile.  But  then  upon  us  falls  tf 
Master's  hand,  the  hand  of  the  Loi 
Jesus  Christ.  He  knows  all  about  u| 
He  knows  that  we're  made  of  dust.  Bi 
by  His  divine  power,  He  is  able  to  tal 
us  and  use  us  for  the  blessing  of  tho 
(continued  on  page  fifteen) 
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JSEARCH  FOR  THE 
tUPERNATURAL 

(continued  from  page  three) 

itural  power  to  minister.  The  appeal 
much  of  the  supernatural  today  is  that 
offers  a  way  to  manipulate  reality  to 
rve  people's  own  wants.  However, 
id's  supernatural  power  is  not  a  toy  to 
ay  with.  Rather,  He  provides  us  with 
power  to  minister  and  serve  and  love, 
hen  we  become  part  of  the  body  of 
rist,  the  church,  God  gives  to  each  one 
us  the  gift  of  the  Holy  Spirit.  .  .  . 
me  to  teach,  some  to  heal,  some  to 
ay,  some  to  preach,  so  that  we  become 
part  of  God's  work  that  He  is  doing  in 
e  world. 

Is  your  life  like  an  empty  house?  Or 
the  living  God  in  possession?  Is  Jesus 
rist  a  stranger  to  you?  If  so,  will 
u  receive  Him?  Is  He  merely  a  guest 
u  invited  in  but  have  given  only  a  lit- 
part  of  your  life?  Or  is  Jesus  Christ 
e  host,  the  Lord,  and  Master  of  your 
e? 

Open  your  life  to  Him  today.  Give 
m  full  and  total  control  as  much  as  you 
iow.  Then  the  evil  spirits  of  this  age 
^y  rattle  the  door  and  peer  in  the  win- 
>ws  but  they  will  not  find  an  entrance. 


Questions  &  Answers 

(continued  from  page  eleven) 

■eek.  For  therein  is  the  righteousness 
God  revealed  from  faith  to  faith:  as 
is  written,  The  just  shall  live  by  faith, 
ir  the  wrath  of  God  is  revealed  from 
aven  against  all  ungodliness  and  un- 
ghteousness  of  men,  who  hold  the 
uth  in  unrighteousness"  (Romans  1: 
>-18). 

Being  converted,  justified,  born  again, 
ived,  and  sanctified  (set  apart  to  and 
ir  God)  all  come  in  one  act  so  far  as 
le  sinner  is  concerned.  He  believes  as 
suggested  in  John  3:36;  Acts  16:31; 
id  John  3:16.  He  comes  to  God,  reas- 
ling  with  Him  on  God's  grounds  as  seen 
Isaiah  1:18.  He  becomes  yoked  to 
irist  as  His  teammate  as  suggested  in 
.atthew  1 1  .-28-30.  He  lets  God  the  Holy 
)irit  implant  in  him  the  mind  of  Christ 
phesians  2:5).  (Compare  Proverbs  23: 
and  Galatians  6:3.) 

George  H.  Sandison  has  the  following 
H  say  in  his  book,  1000  Difficult  Bible 
j  uestions,  Page  423:  "Conversion  is  the 
Ijurning'  of  the  sinner  to  God,  following 
jie  conviction  of  sin  by  the  power  of 


the  Holy  Spirit,  bringing  a  change  in 
the  thoughts,  desires,  dispositions,  and 
life  of  the  sinner  as  the  result  of  the 
exercise  of  a  saving  faith  in  the  atone- 
ment by  which  he  is  justified.  In  the 
more  restricted  sense,  the  word  'con- 
version' is  often  used  to  mean  'the  volun- 
tary acts  of  the  soul  consciously  accept- 
ing Christ  in  faith  as  Saviour.'  'Regener- 
ation' is  the  creation  of  a  new  condition 
of  the  heart  and  is  not  a  personal  act  of 
man,  but  that  work  of  the  Holy  Spirit 
by  which  we  experience  a  change  of 
heart.  It  is  being  born  anew  'from 
above'  (John  3:7);  a  'renewing  of  the 
mind'  (Romans  12:2);  'a  putting  off  of 
the  old  man  and  a  putting  on  of  the 
new'  (Ephesians  4:22,  24).  The  change 
in  regeneration  lies  in  the  recovery  of 
the  moral  image  of  God  in  the  heart— 'a 
condition  which  enables  us  to  love  him 
supremely  and  to  find  our  highest  joy  in 
his  service.'  It  is  right  to  believe  that 
one  who  is  willing  to  do  God's  will  and 
to  give  up  everything  to  him— one  who 
holds  himself  and  all  he  has  at  the  Lord's 
disposal— is  regenerated  and  ready  to  be 
used  by  the  Lord  in  his  work." 


Sunday  School  Lesson 

(continued  from  page  fourteen) 

sands.    The  difference  is  the  touch  of 
the  Master's  hand.    His  handl 
"  'And  many  a  man  with  life  out  of 
tune 

And  battered  and  scarred  with  sin,' 


*       *  * 


"  'The  worth  of  a  soul  and  the 

change  that's  wrought 
By   the   touch   of   the  Master's 

hand.' " 

—Top  of  the  Morning. 


CRAGAAONT  NEWS 

(continued  from  page  thirteen) 

very  good!  Our  total  project  for  1973 
was  $36,000. 

We  also  voted  to  extend  our  camping 
season  through  the  entire  month  of  Oc- 
tober. Cragmont  will  be  open  May  14— 
October  28  for  the  1974  camping  season. 
The  slogan  for  the  season  will  be:  "En- 
joy It  More  in  74!" 

We  thank  you  for  the  good  support  of 
this  past  year  and  urge  you  to  keep  it 
up.  Cragmont  served  1,650  Free  Will 
Baptists  this  past  year;  let's  make  it 
more  in  1974! 

De  Wayne  Eakes,  Publicity  Director 


Psalm  17  is  one  of  the  psalms  of 
David  and  is  a  prayer.  Verses  1-3  show 
how  power  can  be  gained  through  pray- 
er; Verses  4-12  show  that  peace  comes 
through  faith;  and  Verses  13-15  show 
that  we  get  God's  protection  through 
commitment.  The  psalm  is  devotional 
throughout.  You  will  be  blessed  by 
studying  it. 

In  Verse  3  of  this  psalm,  Davis  ex- 
presses a  purpose  and  desire  that  we 
could  all  have,  "...  I  am  purposed  that 
my  mouth  shall  not  transgress."  How 
does  one  sin  with  his  mouth? 

Of  course,  we  know  that  the  mouth  is 
just  an  expression  of  our  entire  being, 
but  there  are  so  many  ways  that  we  can 
use  it  in  a  sinful  way.  James  felt  tnat 
the  tongue  was  so  important  that  he 
made  tnis  statement  about  it:  "For  in 
many  things  we  ottend  all.  If  any  man 
offend  not  in  word,  tne  same  is  a  per- 
fect man,  and  able  also  to  bridle  the 
whole  body"  (James  3:2). 

With  the  mouth  we  can  hurt  people. 
There  is  an  old  ditty  about  what  sticks 
and  stones  can  do  to  us  and  it  says  tnat 
words  cannot  hurt.  This  is  not  true.  Any 
person  wno  nas  ever  received  a  do^e  of 
discouragement  from  tne  moutn  of 
someone  else  knows  how  much  it  can 
hurt.  Also,  there  are  words  that  insult 
and  show  tnat  the  otner  person  has  no 
regard  for  us  whatever.  Don't  ever  get 
the  idea  that  one  cannot  hurt  you  with 
his  mouth;  he  can. 

With  the  mouth  we  can  help  people. 
Have  you  ever  felt  depressed  and  nad 
someone  to  come  along  with  a  word  of 
cheer?  Have  you  ever  been  discouraged 
and  had  someone  to  speak  a  word  of  en- 
couragement? Then  you  know  that 
others  can  help  us  with  their  mouth. 

Many  years  ago  I  remember  learning 
a  little  verse  that  has  been  a  blessing  to 
me  many  times: 

"If  wisdom's  ways  you  wisely  seek, 
Five  things  observe  with  care: 
To  whom  you  speak,  of  whom  you  speak, 
And  how  and  when  and  where." 


I  HE  FREE  WILL  BAPTIST 
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Baptistry 


Background 


Jordan    I^Luer  Scenes 


Paintings 


The  Baptistry  painting  is  probably  the  most  prominent  decorative  feature  of  the  sanctuary,  and  deserves  your 
utmost  consideration  and  care  in  its  selection.  As  the  central  viewpoint  in  your  auditorium  the  Jordan  river  scene 
should  be  outstanding  in  artistic  quality,  and  make  a  substantial  contribution  to  its  worshipful  atmosphere. 


For  further  information  contact  The  Free  Will  Baptist  Press  Foundation,  811  North  Lei 
Street,  Ayden,  North  Carolina  28513;  telephone  746-6128. 
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A  FUEL  SHORTAGE?  IT  MAY  INVOLVE  MORE  THAN  YOU  THINK! 


YOUR  "FUEL"  SHORTAGE  MAY  INVOLVE 
MORE  THAN  YOU  THINK! 

All  of  us  have  been  made  acutely  aware  of  the  energy  crisis.  We  have 
seen  gas  stations  closed  due  to  their  lack  of  gas,  and  a  presidential  injunction  ad- 
vised all  of  America  to  run  their  thermostats  back  to  68  degrees,  which,  according 
to  his  personal  physician,  is  a  healthier  temperature  in  which  to  live  and  work  any- 
way. He  (the  President)  even  under  tensions  of  Watergate  stated  that  every  room 
in  the  White  House,  his  now-famous  oval  office  included,  would  have  the  same  tem- 
perature setting  that  he  suggested  for  the  general  public.  One  humorous  comment 
(except  for  the  fact  that  we  have  become  embarrassed  by  and  tired  of  the  Watergate 
hearings)  is  that  the  heat  of  Watergate  may  have  made  it  feasible  that  the  President 
now  needs  less  to  keep  him  warm  and  fewer  lights,  lest  he  be  given  too  much  ex- 
posure. Far  it  be  from  us,  however,  to  criticize  our  national  leader;  our  intention, 
insofar  as  this  editorial  is  concerned,  is  quite  a  different  matter. 

Fortunately,  the  good  Lord  has  intervened  during  this  crisis  and  has  given  un- 
usuaily  mild  weather  in  most  sections  of  our  country.  While  we  do  not  know 
whether  this  is  true  in  all  areas  of  the  world,  we  find  it  believable,-  for,  some 
weather  experts  have  indicated  that  even  in  barren  wastelands  (where  cold,  ice,  and 
snow  have  been  the  scene  for  the  duration  of  the  majority  of  winter  months)  the 
temperature  scale  has  not  dropped  to  its  usual  low.  While  there  are  always  isolated 
cases  of  extremes  such  as  those  of  which  we  have  read  where  specific  locations 
have  experienced  "a  record  low  temperature"  or  the  "severest  snowstorm  of  the 
century,"  we  must  remember  that  these  are  specific  cases  and  must  not  be  regarded 
as  representative  in  a  general  overview  of  the  present  situation. 

Why  the  depleted  supply  of  energy?  This  question  has  been  asked  and  answer- 
ed in  numerous  ways.  Some  individuals  think  that  there  really  is  no  crisis  at  all,  that 
it  is  mass  hysteria,  that  a  few  big  companies  (especially  in  regard  to  fuel  reserves) 
are  out  to  make  it  big  and  fatten  their  pocketbooks  by  upping  their  prices.  The 
consumer  suffers,  certainly,  as  he  has  to  pay  almost  twice  as  much  for  fuel  as  he 
had  to  pay  a  year  ago,  with  the  scare  thrown  at  him  that  things  may  very  well 
get  worse,  that  gasoline,  especially,  may  be  hit  by  the  ration  mark.  .  .  .  Some  eastern 
countries  have  recently  experienced  this  and  are  groaning  under  its  burden. 

Many  of  us  (and  this  writer  never  thought  he  would  personally  face  such  a 
situation)  have  driven  up  to  gas  stations  to  purchase  gasoline  only  to  be  told  that 
"We  are  out"  or  "We  are  able  to  sell  only  two  dollars'  worth  to  each  customer." 
When  this  happens  to  you,  it's  sort  of  like  being  hit  with  a  snowball  or  being  told 
that  an  operation  is  necessary  to  save  your  life.  You  don't  want  to  accept  the  facts 
until  they  are  shocked  into  you.  .  .  .  Very  often,  we  become  concerned  only  when 
we  know  that  there  is  no  recourse. 

Now  we  arrive  at  this  point:  Many  persons  have  been  living  on  rationed  energy 
lor  a  long  time,  so  far  as  spiritual  things  are  concerned— and  for  no  real  reason  (ex- 
cept, possibly,  ignorance).  For  certain,  there  is  no  shortage  of  spiritual  power;  yet, 
?he  "purchasers"  must  draw  from  the  reserves.  The  reserves  aren't  just  handed  out 
aimlessly.  "Fill'er  up,"  we  should  say  when  we  say  instead,  "Give  me  a  dollar's 
worth."  To  some,  it  may  appear  a  little  farfetched  to  parallel  such  different  sub- 
jects: the  energy  crisis  and  spirituality;  yet,  it  is  our  opinion  that  a  comparison  is 
wanting  and  such  a  discussion  is  timely.  We  may  very  well  be  prompted  to  con- 
sider the  possibility  that  God's  energy  might  be  withdrawn  from  us.  We  must  re- 
member that  though  He  has  an  abundant  supply  of  energy  for  those  who  need  it,  the 
quota  is  issued  according  to  desire  and  demand.  Didn't  He  tell  us  that  His  Spirit 
would  not  always  strive  with  those  who  neglect  His  salvation  and  with  those  who 
ignore  His  reprimands?  This  is  serious  business— and  we'd  better  not  play  around 
and  wait  until  the  needle  touches  "Empty"! 

The  next  time  you  drive  up  to  a  filling  station  and  ask  for  some  gas  and  find 
that  you  are  limited  to  the  purchase  of  two  or  three  dollars'  worth,  thank  your  God 
that  you  stiii  have  His  Word,  His  grace,  and  His  salvation  in  abundant  supply.  As 
your  gas  tank  is  being  partially  filled,  consider  the  necessity  of  refueling  your 
spiritual  "vehicle"  and  get  all  you  can  while  you  can. 

Woe  be  unto  all  of  us  if  someday  we  should  call  upon  God  for  a  tank  full  of 
spiritual  energy  and  discover  that  we  are  not  preferred  customers  and  are  therefore 
refused  "buying"  privileges— at  any  cost.  In  the  long  run,  we  may  lose  more  than 
traveling  mercies— we  may  lose  our  very  souls! 
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OD  has  just  not  given  me  as  much 
faith  as  some  people.  Maybe  that's 
<\y  I  can't  please  God  and  do  as  much 
r  the  Lord  as  those  to  whom  God  has 
/en  much  faith." 

Complaining  statements  like  this  one 
B  not  uncommon  today.  But  strangely 
ough  this  statement  contains  truth, 
ere  are  many  people  to  whom  God 
Is  given  only  little  faith  and  to  some 
i  has  given  none  at  all.  An  unfaithful 
ople  do  not  please  God. 

Hebrews  12:2  points  out  that  Jesus  is 
e  Author  or  Giver  of  faith  and  many 
nes  He  looked  around  and  said  in  ef- 
ct,  "You  faithless  people."  Hebrews 
1:6  also  plainly  states  that  ".  .  .  with- 
Jt  faith  it  is  impossible  to  please 
m:  .  .  ." 

The  lack  of  faith  is  everywhere  clearly 
(parent  in  the  world  today.  Yet  per- 
ips  the  greatest  shame  lies  within  the 
iristian  faith  itself.  Many  Christians 
e  living  defeated  lives.  Many  church- 
i  have  poor  attendance,  ineffective  pro- 
■ams,  and  are  generally  doing  nothing 
>r  the  cause  of  Christ.  But  at  the  same 
me,  other  Christians  are  experiencing 
fuly  abundant  life,-  and  other  churches 
;em  truly  alive  and  are  making  a  valid 
irand  for  Christ  in  the  world  today. 
7hat  makes  the  difference?  The  Scrip- 
ures  teach  that  faith  can  make  the  dif- 
ference. 


Since  faith  is  so  important,  I  would 
like  to  consider  two  simple,  yet  ex- 
tremely valuable,  thoughts:  First,  where 
to  get  faith,-  and  second,  what  to  do  with 
it. 

Today  God  offers  man  the  same  un- 
changing faith  as  has  been  offered  to 
man  throughout  history.  But  the  im- 
portant discovery  is  to  realize  how  and 
why  God  gives  faith  to  some  and  not 
to  others. 

The  answer  lies  in  God's  Word.  Ro- 
mans 10:17  states  ".  .  .  .  faith  cometh 
by  hearing,  and  hearing  by  the  word  of 
God."  Also  Hebrews  12:2  says  that  Je- 
sus is  the  author  and  giver  of  faith. 
These  inspired  statements,  the  first  by 
Paul,  a  great  man  of  faith,  deserve  care- 
ful thought.  They  plainly  show  that 
God  gives  faith  to  men  when  men  come 
into  contact  with  His  Word— the  Bible. 

I'm  sure  it  shames  many  of  us  to 
touch  on  the  subject  of  Bible  reading. 
But  God's  Word  unfailingly  explains  in 
Romans  15:4  that  the  Scriptures  ".  .  . 
were  written  for  our  learning,  that  we 
through  patience  and  comfort  of  the 
scriptures  might  have  hope  (or  faith)." 
For  the  sinner,  salvation  and  faith  come 
from  contact  with  God's  Word  and  the 
Saviour  it  points  to. 

Hebrews  11  contains  a  stirring  ex- 
ample of  what  true  faith  in  a  powerful 
God  can  do  in  the  lives  of  men.  Then 
in  Chapter  12  the  inspired  writer  ad- 
monishes us  to  follow  the  example  of 
these  men  of  faith,  and  in  Verse  2,  "Look- 
ing unto  Jesus,  the  author  and  finisher 
of  our  faith."  How  do  we  look  unto 
Jesus  2,000  years  after  He  lived  on  the 
earth?  Again  the  simple,  yet  the  only 
answer  is,  that  we  read_  the  Bible,  the 
book  that  presents  Jesus  as  He  is. 

So  God  wants  to  give  us  faith,  but  too 
often  we  tie  His  hands  so  He  can't, 
simply  because  we  will  not  read  the  Bi- 
ble in  which  He  has  packed  many  mus- 
tard seeds  of  faith.  So  before  we  com- 
plain to  others  and  to  God  about  our  lack 
of  faith,  let  us  first  consider  who  is  at 
fault. 

Realizing  that  faith  results  from  an 
earnest,  regular  reading  of  the  Bible,  we 
can  begin  to  look  at  some  of  the  things 
God  can  accomplish  through  faithful 
people. 

As  has  been  pointed  out,  sinners  can 
come  to  repentance  by  faith  in  Christ.  It 
is  important  to  realize  that  faith  comes 
from  Jesus,  but  the  sinner's  faith  is 


worthless  unless  Jesus  is  made  the  ob- 
ject of  his  faith.  Acts  16:31  says  that 
to  be  saved  we  must  ".  .  .  believe  on  the 
Lord  Jesus  Christ,  .  .  ."  Many  have  had 
and  do  have  sincere  faith  in  things  other 
than  the  true  God.  But  their  faith  is 
unscriptural  and  therefore  powerless  be- 
cause its  object  is  powerless.  The  scrip- 
tural salvation  faith  involves  believing 
and  receiving  Christ  (see  John  1:12). 
Since  faith  is  a  result  of  coming  in  con- 
tact with  God's  Word,  we  can  see  why 
the  use  of  Scripture  is  so  important  in 
witnessing.  It  lays  bare  the  life  of  the 
unbeliever  and  points  him  to  Christ. 

Then  as  Christians,  the  Bible  not  only 
tells  us  what  we  should  do  but  gives  us 
the  power  to  do  it.  Colossians  2:6  says, 
"As  ye  have  therefore  received  Christ 
Jesus  the  Lord  (by  faith)  so  walk  ye  in 
him."  Also  Habakkuk  2:4  says,  ".  .  . 
but  the  just  shall  live  by  his  faith." 

Faith  means  to  believe,  trust,  or  hope. 
As  we  begin  to  believe  and  trust  God 
daily,  desirable  things  will  happen  in  our 
lives.  But  we  must  understand  that  the 
extent  we  are  able  to  believe  and  trust 
God  for  great  things  will  be  a  direct  re- 
sult of  how  much  our  eyes  are  fixed  on 
Jesus  through  contact  with  God's  Word. 
As  we  discipline  ourselves  to  a  serious, 
daily  reading  of  God's  Word,  we  will  be- 
gin to  experience  that  deep,  daily  faith 
in  God.  Likewise  irregular,  halfhearted 
Bible  reading  will  result  in  a  distorted, 
incomplete  vision  of  the  glorious  object 
of  our  faith  and  an  irregular,  ineffective 
faith.  Needless  to  say,  Christians  who 
never  feed  on  God's  Word  will  find  it 
mighty  difficult  to  trust  God  for  any- 
thing. 

The  disciples  who,  after  the  death  of 
Christ,  were  scared,  scattered,  and  faith- 
less, eventually  turned  the  world  upside 
down  because  they  had  the  opportunity 
to  fix  their  eyes  upon  the  resurrected 
Jesus.  Likewise,  any  church  today  can 
truly  please  God  if  it  devotes  itself  seri- 
ously and  primarily  to  the  teaching  of 
the  Word.  This  is  why  in  a  truly  suc- 
cessful church  you  usually  find  a  Bible- 
believing,  Bible-preaching  pastor  behind 
the  pulpit,  and  at  least  some  members 
who  enjoy  a  good  relationship  with  their 
Bible. 

So  as  we  put  God's  Word  and  the 
Christ  it  talks  about  at  the  center  of 
our  life  and  the  church,  we  will  begin  to 
catch  a  glimpse  of  the  great,  powerful 
object  of  our  faith,  and  God  will  give  us 
faith  to  trust  Him  for  great  and  good 
things. 
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SUNDAY,  JANUARY  27 

Scripture  Reading— Psalm  89:14 
Open  in  All  Your  Ways 

"If  you  tell  the  truth,"  wrote  Chinese 
Gordon  to  his  sister,  "you  have  infinite 
power  supporting  you;  but  if  not,  you  have 
infinite  power  against  you.  The  children 
of  kings  should  be  above  deceit,  for  they 
have  a  mighty  and  a  jealous  Protector.  We 
go  to  other  gods— Baal,  etc.— when  we  lie; 
we  rely  on  other  than  God.  We  may  for 
a  time  seem  to  humbug  men,  but  not  God. 
It  is  indeed  worldly  silliness  to  be  deceit- 
ful. .  .  .  Oh,  be  open  in  all  your  ways.  It 
is  a  girdle  around  your  loins,  strengthen- 
ing you  in  all  your  wayfarings."— Christum 
Beacon. 

Prayer  Thought 
There  is  great  power  in  truth.   There  is 
also  a  peace  and  contentment  in  knowing 
we  are  truthful  and  not  in  constant  fear  of 
being  caught  up  in  a  web  of  lies. 

MONDAY,  JANUARY  28 
Scripture   Reading— Matthew  11:28 
"Give  Me  Your  Huddled  Masses!" 
The  following  words  are  carved  in  stone 
at  the  base  of  the  Statue  of  Liberty: 
Give  me  your  tired,  your  poor, 
Your  huddled  masses  yearning  to 

breathe  free, 
The  wretched  refuse  of  your  teeming 
shore. 

Send   these,   the   homeless,  tempest-tossed 
to  me. 

I  lift  my  lamp  beside  the  golden  door. 

—Written  by  a  Jewish 
refugee  from  Europe. 
Prayer  Thought 
Our  country  seems  to  have  gone  far  astray 
from  the  lofty  thoughts  of  the  words  adorn- 
ing the  Statue  of  Liberty.    Fervently  pray 
that  through  good  leadership  and  citizenry 
these  words  may  become  reality. 

TUESDAY,  JANUARY  29 
Scripture  Reading— Ephesians  3:20 

Help  from  Above 
In  a  large  metropolitan  hospital  there  is 
a  surgeon  who  insists  upon  having  a  mo- 
ment alone  before  entering  the  operating 
room.  Because  of  his  great  skill  many  of 
the  younger    doctors    wondered    if  there 


might  be  a  relation  between  his  success 
and  this  unusual  habit.  When  one  of  the 
interns  put  the  question  to  the  surgeon,  he 
answered,  "Yes,  there  is  a  relationship,  a 
very  close  one.  Before  each  operation  I 
ask  the  great  Surgeon  to  be  with  me,  to 
guide  my  hands  in  their  work.  There  have 
been  times  when  I  didn't  know  what  to  do 
next,  and  then  came  a  power  to  go  on— 
power  which  I  know  comes  from  God.  I 
would  not  think  of  performing  an  operation 
without  asking  God's  help."— Earl  S.  Scott 
in  Young  People's  Weekly. 

Prayer  Thought 
God's  help  is  necessary  in  all  things.  He 
has  told  us  we  have  only  to  ask.  We  spend 
so  much  time  and  energy  in  worry  and 
consternation  when  a  few  words  of  prayer 
would  eliminate  all  anxiety. 

WEDNESDAY,  JANUARY  30 
Scripture  Reading— Proverbs  4:19 

Salvation  at  Hand 
A  night  of  terror  and  danger  because  of 
their  ignorance  was  spent  by  the  crew  of 
a  vessel  off  the  coast  of  New  Jersey  in  the 
winter  of  1888.  Just  before  dark  a  bark 
was  discovered  drifting  helplessly,  and  soon 
struck  her  bow  so  that  she  was  made  fast 
on  a  bar  and  in  momentary  danger  of  going 
down.  A  line  was  shot  over  the  rigging  of 
the  wreck  by  the  life-saving  crew,  but  the 
sailors  did  not  understand  that  it  was  a 
line  so  connecting  them  with  the  shore 
that  they  might  seize  it  and  escape.  All 
signs  failed  to  make  them  understand  this. 

So  all  night  the  bark  lay  with  the  big 
waves  breaking  over  it,  while  the  crew, 
drenched  and  shivering,  shouted  for  help. 
In  the  morning  they  discovered  how  un- 
necessarily they  had  suffered,  and  how  all 
night  the  line  lay  right  in  their  reach  by 
which  they  might  have  been  saved.— A.  J. 
Gordon. 

Prayer  Thought 
It  is  said  that  ignorance  of  the  law  is  no 
excuse.  Since  we  have  access  to  God's 
Word,  ignorance  in  life  is  no  excuse.  We 
cause  ourselves  much  unnecessary  suffer- 
ing. 

THURSDAY,  JANUARY  31 
Scripture  Reading— 1  Corinthians  2:1-4 

Sympathy,  Not  Wisdom,  Needed 
A  rural  pastor  relates  this  experience: 
"A  poor  mother  on  a  mountain  farm  met 
my  pastoral  visit  by  bursting  into  tears,  and 
saying,  'Oh,  somehow  I  felt  just  as  if  you 
would  come  today.  I  have  so  many 
troubles  and  problems  that  I  want  you  to 
help  me  out.'  Then  she  told  me  things 
that  brought  tears  to  my  eyes,  but  the 
things  were  beyond  my  wisdom  to  solve. 
I  did  not  know  what  to  say,  and  was 
alarmed  at  the  fool  I  must  appear  to  her. 
At  length  she  surprised  me  by  saying,  'You 
have  settled  my  problem  so  nicely.  You 
have  given  me  just  the  help  I  needed.' 
Then  I  knew  it  was  sympathy,  not  wisdom, 
which  she  needed,  for  not  a  problem  had  I 
solved  ."—Selected. 


Prayer  Thought  / 
Many  times  having  someone  willing  to 
listen  to  our  problems  is  all  that  is  neces- 
sary to  ease  our.  fears  and  remorse.  Know- 
ing someone  cares  means  so  much.  God 
always  cares  and  listens. 

FRIDAY,  FEBRUARY  1 

Scripture  Reading— John  14:6 
The  Open  Door 

One  warm  summer  afternoon,  a  bird  flew 
through  the  open  door  into  a  chapel  where 
divine  service  was  being  conducted.  Full 
of  fear  it  flew  backward  and  forward  near 
the  ceiling  and  against  the  windows,  vainly 
seeking  a  way  out  into  the  sunshine.  In 
one  of  the  pews  sat  a  lady  who  observed 
the  bird,  thinking  how  foolish  it  was  not 
to  fly  out  through  the  open  door  into 
liberty.  At  last  the  bird's  strength  being 
gone,  it  rested  a  moment  on  one  of  the 
rafters.  Then,  seeing  the  open  door,  it 
flew  out  into  the  sunshine,  venting  its  joy 
in  a  song.  The  lady  who  had  been  watch- 
ing the  little  bird  thought  to  herself:  "Am  I 
not  acting  as  foolishly  as  I  thought  the  bird 
was?  How  long  have  I  been  struggling 
under  the  burden  of  my  sin  in  the  vain  en- 
deavor to  get  free,  and  all  the  while  the 
door  of  God's  grace  has  been  wide  open." 
Then  and  there  the  decision  was  formed  to 
enter  in.— Expositor. 

Prayer  Thought 

All  of  us  have  at  one  time  or  another 
felt  there  was  no  way  out  of  a  predicament. 
God  makes  all  things  possible.  He  has  sent 
His  Son  to  show  us  the  way. 

SATURDAY,  FEBRUARY  2 
Scripture  Reading— Malachi  2:14-16 
Unity  Without  Being  Joined  Together 
A  quarrelsome  husband  and  wife  sat  be- 
fore the  open  fireplace.  They  lived,  or 
existed,  at  counter  purposes  with  each 
other.  Sleeping  peaceably  on  either  side 
of  the  hearth  were  two  cats.  Said  the 
husband,  "Why  can't  we  thus  live  in  peace 
with  each  other?"  Replied  the  wife,  "Just 
tie  the  tails  of  those  cats  together,  and 
fling  them  over  a  clothesline,  and  see  what 
happens!"  Two  can't  walk  together  ex- 
cept they  be  agreed.  Christians  walking 
separately,  can  walk  peaceably  with  Christ 
in  their  hearts,  and  with  love  and  goodwill 
for  everybody.  Spirit-filled  Christians  can 
agree  to  disagree  without  strife  and  ill-will, 
their  prayer  being,  "Grace  be  with  all  them 
that  love  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ  in  sincerity" 
(Ephesians  6:24 ).-W.B.K. 

Prayer  Thought 
So  many  of  us  have  a  tendency  to  stub- 
born obstinancy.  We  know  we  are  right 
without  even  listening  to  another's  opinion 
or  thoughts  on  a  subject.  A  little  consid- 
eration could  broaden  our  minds  and  our 
hearts. 

(Devotions  used  by  permission,  Knight's 
Master  Book  of  New  Illustrations,  Eerd- 
mans  Press.) 
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In  the  January  5  edition  of  the  "Bibli- 
cal Recorder"  there  is  a  most  interesting 
article  on  the  North  Carolina  State  Con- 
vention of  Southern  Baptist's  Bible  Insti- 
tute which  is  called  "Fruitland  Bible 
Institute." 

For  the  current  quarter,  they  have  210 
students  enrolled.  Of  this  number  69% 
are  over  thirty  years  of  age,  and  194  of 
the  210  are  married.  Thus  it  becomes 
clear  that  our  Southern  Baptist  friends 
feel  that  there  is  a  place  within  their 
church  for  the  man  who  is  called  into 
the  ministry  but  cannot  for  many  rea- 
sons attend  college. 

It  is  evident  that  they  also  feel  that 
the  preferred  way  is  for  a  man  who  is 
called,  to  attend  college  and  then  go  to 
a  professional  school  which  is  a  semi- 
nary, because  they  have  provided  both 
within  the  bounds  of  this  state. 

Free  Will  Baptist  have  become  educa- 
tion conscious  and  have  provided  a 
junior  college  for  our  students.  This 
has  been  done  in  the  last  twenty-five 
years.  Now  our  college  is  thinking  about 
going  to  four  years,  and  this  will  be 
good  if  we  can  get  the  students  and 
finances  to  do  it.  But  what  are  we  do- 
ing for  the  man  with  a  family  who  is 
called  to  the  ministry  and  is  not  a  col- 
lege graduate? 

Some  of  them  can  and  ought  to  go  to 
college.  We  know  that  it  is  possible  be 
cause  we  attended  the  University  cf 
Florida  after  we  were  married  and  had 
three  children.  But  some  of  them  can- 
not even  qualify  for  college  entrance, 
and  some  of  those  who  can  qualify  aca- 
demically cannot  go  for  many  reasons. 
Are  Free  Will  Baptists  going  to  turn 
thumbs  down  on  these  people  and  say 
that  we  do  not  want  you  in  the  minis- 
try of  our  church? 

Few,  if  any,  would  be  prepared  to  say 
that;  but  many  of  our  conferences  have 
demanded  that  a  candidate  for  ordina- 
tion have  two  years  of  college  or  the 
equivalent.   Yet  they  have  made  no  pre- 


NOW  WHEN  YOU 
TAKE  A  HOTEL 
BIBLE  -  IT'S  OKAY 

Churches  of  the  United  States  and 
Canada  are  joining  hands  with  the 
World  Home  Bible  League  in  an  effort 
to  place  a  copy  of  Reach  Out,  the  New 
Testament  portion  of  The  Living  Bible,  in 
every  motel  room  on  this  continent,  ac- 
cording to  the  Rev.  John  DeVries,  inter- 
national director  of  WHBL. 

The  project  is  about  two  years  old  at 
this  point  and  has  been  set  up  in  32 
states  and  three  provinces.  Of  the  1,- 
200,000  motel  rooms  in  the  United 
States,  200,000  have  had  Reach  Out 
placed  in  them. 

Paradoxically,  the  aim  of  the  project 
is  to  have  transients  take  the  New  Tes- 
tament with  them,  and  to  encourage  Bi- 
ble reading  in  this  way.  One  month  this 
summer  100,000  copies  of  the  modern 
English  New  Testaments  were  taken  by 
tourists.  Printed  on  most  hotel  Bibles 
are  the  words  "Please  Leave  in  Hotel 
Room." 

By  the  end  of  1974,  DeVries  says  the 
league  plans  to  have  contacted  all  the 
U.  S.  motels.  An  annual  turnover  of 
more  than  three  million  New  Testaments 
is  anticipated. 

Inserts  in  each  copy  of  Reach  Out  in- 
vite tourists  to  take  the  New  Testament 
with  them  and  to  enroll  in  an  interde- 
nominational Bible  correspondence 
cojrse  sent  out  from  the  local  church 
wnich  distributes  the  Bibles.  Over  10,- 
0C 0  people  enrolled  in  the  Bible  course 
in  that  month. 

The  World  Home  Bible  League  is  an 
interdenominational  Bible  distribution 
agency  with  headquarters  in  South  Hol- 
land, Illinois.  It  was  founded  in  1938. 
Today  its  annual  budget  is  more  than 
three  million  dollars,  and  the  league  is 
working  in  50  countries  around  the 
world. 

The  World  Home  Bible  League,  in  coop- 
eration with  the  New  York  Bible  Society, 
is  responsible  for  the  publication  of  95 
percent  of  the  translations  produced  by 
Wycliffe  translators. 

During  the  next  five  years  the  World 


paration  for  these  men  to  further  their 
education. 

At  Daniels  Chapel  Bible  Institute  we 
are  trying  to  help  men  and  women  pre- 
pare themselves  for  a  place  of  leadership 
in  our  church  whether  or  not  they  can 
go  to  college.    We  need  your  prayers! 


Home  Bible  League  is  undertaking  a 
campaign  to  bring  a  gospel  portion  to 
every  literate  person  in  India.  The  or- 
ganization is  a  service  agency  which 
works  through  existing  churches  and 
mission  points. 

Reach  Out  is  a  paraphrase  of  the  origi- 
nal New  Testament  translated  by  Dr.  Ken- 
neth Taylor,  who  heads  Tyndale  House 
Publishers  which  produces  this  version 
and  The  Living  Bible.  Taylor  spent  14 
years  in  paraphrasing  his  Living  Bible, 
which  now  has  12  million  copies  on  the 
market. 

The  effectiveness  of  the  Bible  distri- 
bution ministry  is  seen  in  this  true 
story: 

A  rather  discouraged  and  lonely  ser- 
viceman was  spending  his  last  night  in 
the  U.  S.  in  a  motel  room  in  Southern 
California.  He  noticed  an  unusual  looking 
New  testament  called  Reach  Out  on  the 
bedside  table.  Curious,  he  began  to 
read.  It  was  illustrated  with  modern 
pictures  and,  to  his  surprise,  the  text 
was  in  modern  English,  too,  and  he  un- 
derstood it. 

Later,  the  church  which  had  placed 
that  Reach  Out  in  the  motel  received  this 
letter: 

"Thank  you  for  leaving  the  new  Bible 
in  the  motel.  It  brought  me  closer  to 
God  at  a  time  when  I  needed  Him  most. 
I  have  read  the  first  25  chapters  of  Mat- 
thew and  can't  seem  to  take  my  eyes  off 
the  Word. 

"Please  send  my  wife  a  copy  of  Reach 
Out.  She  divorced  me  for  what  I  did  to 
her  before  I  left.  She  didn't  think  I 
would  change.  Bless  you  people  for  giv- 
ing me  a  chance  with  God  again.  I  hope 
my  wife  and  daughter  will  benefit  from 
Reach  Out  as  much  as  I  did." 

Churches  interested  in  this  ministry 
receive  an  attractive  manual  and  a  cas- 
sette commentary  on  the  manual,  with- 
out charge,  from  the  World  Home  Bible 
League.  After  listening  to  and  reading 
the  details,  the  church  makes  a  decision 
to  participate  in  the  motel  program.  A 
charter  is  signed  and  the  church  applies 
for  a  territory  and  an  initial  order  of 
materials  is  sent. 

About  a  month  later  one  of  15  full- 
time  representatives  throughout  the 
United  States  and  Canada  will  contact 
the  church  and  offer  additional  help. 


A  young  man,  after  hearing  a  discus- 
sion as  to  various  versions  of  the  Bible, 
declared,  "I  prefer  my  mother's  version 
to  any  other.  She  translated  it  into  the 
language  of  daily  life." 
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Lenoir  County  S.  S. 
Fellowship  Supper 

The  Lenoir  County  Sunday  School  Fel- 
lowship Supper  was  held  on  Tuesday, 
January  8,  at  the  Deep  Run,  North  Caro- 
lina, Free  Will  Baptist  Church.  The  invo- 
cation was  given  by  the  pastor,  the  Rev. 
AAelvin  Everington. 

After  enjoying  a  good  meal  and  fel- 
lowshiping  together,  the  group  met  in 
the  church  sanctuary.  The  service  in 
the  church  opened  with  the  group  sing- 
ing "Standing  on  the  Promises,"  follow- 
ed with  prayer  by  the  Rev.  James  Evans. 
Mr.  Everington,  the  host  pastor,  wel- 
comed everyone  and  Mr.  Terry  Kivett  re- 
sponded to  the  welcome.  There  were 
eleven  ministers  and  seven  Sunday  school 
superintendents  present.  There  were 
sixteen  Sunday  schools  represented  with 
an  enrollment  of  339  students.  This  was 
the  largest  crowd  to  attend  the  fellow- 
ship since  its  organization. 

Gray  Branch  Sunday  School  received 
the  banner  for  having  the  most  people 
present,  and  Woodington  Sunday  School 
received  the  banner  on  percentage  basis. 

The  Rev.  Bill  Futch  announced  that 
the  Sunday  School  Seminar  would  be  held 
at  the  Kinston  church  on  Tuesday  even- 
ing, January  22,  beginning  at  7:30.  The 
Rev.  Sheldon  Howard  will  be  the  teacher 
for  the  seminar. 

The  next  fellowship  meeting  will  meet 
with  Smith's  New  Home  Free  Will  Bap- 
tist Church  on  Tuesday  evening,  April  9. 

The  message  for  the  evening  was  de- 
livered by  the  Rev.  Joe  Ingram,  director- 
treasurer  of  the  North  Carolina  State 
Missions  Board.  His  subject  was  "The 
Mission  of  the  Sunday  School,"  taking 
his  text  from  Matthew  28.  This  was  a 
wonderful  message. 

The  meeting  closed  with  the  group 
singing  "Blest  Be  the  Tie  That  Binds." 
The  benediction  prayer  was  by  Mr. 
Charles  Lancaster. 

Pleasant  Grove  YFA  in 
Charge  of  Evening  Service 

The  YFA  of  Pleasant  Grove  Free  Will 
Baptist  Church,  Erwin,  North  Carolina, 
was  in  charge  of  the  Sunday  evening 


church  service,  Sunday,  December  30, 

1973.  The  complete  service  was  by 
candlelight  which  included  one  large 
candle  representing  Christ  and  forty-four 
smaller  candles.  The  title  of  the  program 
was  "The  New  Year"  which  included  one 
leader,  two  readers,  and  twelve  apostles, 
representing  each  month  of  the  year. 

In  closing  the  program  the  YFA  mem- 
bers knelt  with  bowed  heads,  each  hold- 
ing a  lighted  candle.  Then  the  pastor, 
the  Rev.  Billy  Newell,  came  forward  and 
extended  an  invitation  to  all  who  attend- 
ed. As  the  memories  of  the  old  year 
and  the  thoughts  of  the  new  year  un- 
folded before  everyone,  there  was  a  great 
response  to  this  spirit-filled  invitation 
unto  God. 

Western  Conference  Ordaining 
Council  to  Meet 

The  Ordaining  Council  of  the  Western 
Conference  will  meet  at  7:30  p.m.,  Fri- 
day, February  1,  at  the  First  Free  Will 
Baptist  Church  in  Wilson,  North  Caro- 
lina. Anyone  having  business  to  take 
up  with  the  board  is  invited  to  be  pres- 
ent at  this  time  and  place. 

Sidney  Church  Conducts 
Watch  Service 

On  Monday  night,  December  31,  1973, 
a  group  of  members  of  Sidney  Free  Will 
Baptist  Church,  Belhaven,  North  Caro- 
lina, together  with  three  guests,  met  at 
the  church  to  watch  the  old  year,  1973, 
pass  into  history,  and  the  new  year, 

1974,  begin. 

The  program  was  very  informal  and 
got  underway  at  8:30.  David  Burbage, 
a  deacon  who  was  in  charge  of  the  ser- 


Coming  Events  .  .  . 

January  25,  26-Midyear  Spiritual  Life 
Conference,  First  Free  Will  Baptist 
Church,  Kinston,  North  Carolina 

April  5-7-Free  Will  Baptist  Camp-Out, 
Eagle's  Nest  Conference  Center,  Mount 
Olive  College,  Mount  Olive,  North  Caro- 
lina 


vice,  just  let  go  and  let  God  have  His 
way  throughout  the  evening.  There 
were  group  singing,  prayer,  and  testi- 
monies until  10:30.  At  this  time  there 
was  a  short  intermission  at  which  time 
everyone  gathered  in  the  fellowship  hall 
for  refreshments.  The  refreshments 
were  delicious,  but  not  half  as  good  as 
the  soul  food  each  one  had  received  dur- 
ing the  service  in  the  church.  Therefore, 
they  did  not  tarry  at  the  refreshment 
table,  but  hurried  back  to  the  church  for 
more  inspiration  in  testimony  and  song 
through  the  leadership  of  God's  Holy 
Spirit. 

At  12  o'clock  midnight  each  person 
was  on  his  or  her  knees  at  the  altar, 
thanking  God  for  mercy,  love,  and  grace 
bestowed  upon  them  throughout  the 
year,  1973,  and  asking  His  guidance  into 
a  deeper  conviction  of  the  needs  of  the 
hour  of  each  day  in  1974.  They  also 
asked  for  a  spiritual  dedication  of  their 
lives  in  Christian  service  to  God  for  the 
salvation  of  lost  souls. 

At  12:30  they  all  sang  together, 
"Praise  God,"  then  departed  for  home, 
filled  with  God's  Holy  Spirit  and  thankful 
hearts  that  they  live  in  a  country  where 
they  are  free  to  worship  God  anywhere 
and  at  anytime. 

Dedication  Service  for 
Stephen  R.  Poole 

During  the  Sunday  morning  service  at 
Sidney  Free  Will  Baptist  Church,  Bel- 
haven,  North  Carolina,  Sunday,  Decem- 
ber 23,  1973,  two  flags  were  donated 
to  the  church  in  memory  of  Mr.  Stephen 
R.  (Bill)  Poole,  a  deceased  member  of  one 
year,  by  his  wife  and  children.  In  dedi- 
cating the  flags  to  the  Lord  in  memory 
of  Mr.  Poole,  the  following  tribute,  writ- 
ten by  his  daughter  Janet,  a  student  at 
Atlantic  Christian  College,  Wilson,  North 
Carolina,  was  read  by  Mrs.  Edwin  Roper: 

"Life  is: 

"Living,  sharing,  loving,  and  giving,- 
"Making  the  most  of  yourself  within  the 

limits  of  your  ability,- 
"Being  dependent  and  creative; 
"Bringing  happiness  to  a  small  child; 
"Laughing  when  laughter  is  not  to  be 

found; 

"And  finding  pride  and  joy  when  you 
know  your  work  is  complete. 

"These  are  only  a  few  of  the  qualities 
that  were  seen  through  the  life  of  S.  R. 
Poole— qualities  that  found  footorints 
in  life  that  are  never  to  be  forgotten. 
He  never  advocated  what  he  did,  nor 
even  asked  for  praise.  But  he  went  on 
(continued  on  page  fifteen) 
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MISSIONS 


HOME  MISSIONS 
REPORT  FOR  1973 

The  Rev.  Taylor  Hill,  secretary-treas- 
urer of  the  Home  Missions  Department 
of  the  North  Carolina  State  Convention 
of  Original  Free  Will  Baptists,  reports  as 
follows  for  the  year,  1973.  Along  with 
the  report  are  pictures  of  four  home  mis- 
sionaries and  the  place  of  their  work. 


The  Rev.  Wayne  Watson,  Charlotte 


Albemarle  Union  Meeting 
Aspen  Grove  Church 
N.  C.  Woman's  Auxiliary 
Ralph  Aycock 
Ayden  Church 


$ 


100.00 
55.17 
1,111.92 
100.00 
100.00 


The  Rev.  Grayson  Spencer,  Hillsborough 

THE  FREE  WILL  BAPTIST 


The  Rev.  Al  Markuson,  Hope  Mills 

Beaver  Dam  League  100.00 

Bethany  Church  127.48 

Beulaville  Auxiliary  25.00 

Black  Jack  Church  821.76 

Bridgeton  Church  38.61 

Rev.  Hubert  Burress  10.00 

Cabin  Church  25.00 

Calvary  Church  50*00 

Q  3e  Fear  Conference  750.00 

Christian  Chapel  Church  100.00 

C  Jb  Point  Church  160.63 
Conner  Homes  Corporation 

(Refund)  150.00 

Core  Creek  Church  50.00 

Rev.  and  Mrs.  Lester  Duncan  20.00 


The  Rev.  Stanley  Slaughter,  Henderson 


Fifth  Eastern  Sunday  School 

Convention  10.00 
Eastwood  Church  1,100.00 
Elm  Grove  Church  250.00 
Everett's  Chapel  Sunday  School  60.00 
Faith  Church  550.00 
Fifth  Union  of  Eastern  Con- 
ference 50.00 
Anonymous  50.00 
Free  Union  Church  (Pinetown)  lOo.OO 
Free  union  Church  (Spring  Hope)  50.00 
Free  Union  Church  (Walston- 

burg)  157.26 

Friendship  Church  200.00 

John  M.  Furlough  Jr.  25.00 

Rev.  Foy  C.  Futrelle  35.00 
First  Union  of  Western 

Conference  100.00 

First  Church  of  Greenville  500.00 
C.  Mitchell  Sunday  School  Class, 

Goldsboro  50.00 

Mrs.  Adaline  Gray  5.00 

Gum  Neck  Sunday  School  25.00 
Celia  Hart  Garris  Auxiliary, 

Ayden  20.00 

Henaerson  Church  13.00 

Hickory  Chapel  Church  219.75 

Hickory  Grove  Church  25.00 

Holly  Springs  Auxiliary  55.00 
Holly  Springs  Church  1,072.31 

Johnston  Union  Church  75.00 

Rev.  Harry  A.  Jones  25.00 

Anonymous  50.00 

Juniper  Chapel  Auxiliary  50.00 

Kenly  Church  20.00 

Kinston  Church  Auxiliary  10.00 

N.  C.  State  Convention  316.00 

Lee's  Chapel  Sunday  School  48.46 

Little  Rock  Church  100.00 

Marsh  Swamp  Church  43.39 

Memorial  Chapel  75.00 

McPherson  Realty  (Refund)  550.00 
McPherson  Realty  (Contribution)  550.00 

N.  C.  Missions  (Earmarked)  777.75 

Mt.  Tabor  Church  40.00 

Mt.  Zion  Ladies  Auxiliary  37.50 

Mt.  Zion  Church  50.00 

Zion's  Auxiliary,  Blakely,  Ga.  69.00 

Oak  Grove  Church  25.00 

Owen's  Chapel  Church  25.00 

Owen's  Chapel  League  50.00 

Pleasant  Grove  Church  500.00 

Pleasant  Hill  Church  180.00 

Pleasant  Plain  Church  75.00 

Piedmont  Conference  250.00 

Plymouth  Church  40.00 

Powhatan  Church  50.00 

Mrs.  Allen  Quinn  25.00 

Burkette  Raper  20.00 

Reedy  Branch  Sunday  School  69.98 

Riverside  Church  200.00 

Rock  of  Zion  Church  100.00 

Robert's  Grove  Church  12.50 


(continued  on  page  fifteen) 
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FREE  WILL  BAPTIST  CHILDREN'S  HOME 

"A  Christian  Home  for  Boys  and  Girls" 

MIDDLKSKX,  NORTH  CVROUNA  27557 

Phone  (919)  235-4079 

MR.  SAMMY  WEEKS,  Superintendent 


Reiigious 

Contributions 

For  December,  1973 

Albemarle  Conference 


Corinth 

$ 

25.00 

Gum  Neck 

42.48 

Hickory  Chapel 

265.00 

Malachi's  Chapel 

50.00 

Mt.  Tabor 

50.00 

Union  Meeting 

19.47 

Fifth  Sunday  Singing 

66.00 

Sunday  School  Convention 

120.17 

Plymouth 

104.15 

Sidney 

50.00 

Sound  Side 

10.50 

Union  Chapel 

157.34 

Total 

$ 

960.11 

Cedar  Hill 


Blue  Ridge  Association 


$  26.51 


Cpntral   Cnnfprpnrp  Ynnth 

900  Of) 

Ormondsville 

26.25 

Otter's  Creek 

119.94 

Peace 

12.50 

Piney  Grove  (Pitt) 

100.00 

Tarboro 

265.00 

Watery  Branch 

175.00 

Williamston 

50.00 

Winterville 

361.31 

Total 



$2,976.40 

Eastern  Conference 

Arapahoe 

$  300.00 

Beulaville 

26.00 

Bethlehem 

109.25 

Bridgeton 

67.34 

British  Chapel 

5.00 

Core  Creek 

62.43 

Crab  Point 

15.00 

Deep  Run 

50.00 

Dublin  Grove 

52.48 

Edwards  Chapel 

45.00 

Cape  Fear  Conference 


Bethel 

$  100.00 

Eastwood 

455.10 

Lee's  Chapel 

45.00 

Oak  Grove 

11.29 

St.  Mary's  Grove 

5.00 

Smithfield 

508.90 

Smyrna 

40.00 

Tee's  Chapel 

51.00 

Yelverton's  Grove 

157.79 

Total 

$1,374.08 

Central  Conference 


Faith 
Folkstone 
Friendship 
Grant's  Chapel 
Hillsberry 
Holly  Springs 
Juniper  Chapel 
Kinston 

Lanier's  Chapel 
Long  Ridge 
Eula  Jones 

Auxiliary  District  Fund 

Macedonia 

Mt.  Olive 


5.00 
75.00 

133.69 
10.00 
27.10 
26.80 
30.00 

586.83 
10.00 
25.00 
5.00 
70.00 

100.00 
25.00 


Aspen  Grove 

$  271.60 

Mt.  Zion  (Pamlico) 

78.00 

Bethany 

223.02 

Mt.  Zion  (Onslow) 

37.05 

Community 

80.75 

New  Bethlehem 

27.39 

Daniels  Chapel 

15.00 

New  Haven 

100.00 

Dawson's  Grove 

30.00 

Northeast 

53.29 

Edgewood 

269.74 

Oak  Grove 

114.00 

Faith 

25.00 

Oriental 

48.99 

Free  Union 

168.03 

Otway 

20.00 

Friendship 

47.04 

Pearsall's  Chapel 

47.05 

Greenville 

10.00 

Pilgrim's  Rest 

5.00 

Grimsley 

21.50 

Pilgrim's  Home 

200.00 

Gum  Swamp 

48.00 

Russell's  Creek 

25.00 

Harrell's  Chapel 

75.00 

Sandy  Plain 

369.21 

Hickory  Grove 

70.11 

Snow  Hill 

160.00 

Hugo 

256.60 

Sound  View 

186.30 

Little  Creek 

55.00 

St.  Mary's 

76.40 

Vanceboro 
Whaley's  Chapel 
Wilmington 
Wintergreen 


2.00/ 
75.00 
27.51 
252.00 


Total 

Pee 

Beaver  Dam 
Oak  Grove 
White  Oak 

Total 


$3,766.41 


Dee  Association 


$ 


150.00 
29.85 
217.72 


$  397.57 


Piedmont  Conference 

Calvary  $  50.00 

Christ  10.00 

East  Rockingham  100.00 

Piedmont  Conference  50.00 

Mill  Street  8.15 

Mt.  Olive  50.32 


Total  $  268.47 

Western  Conference 

Barnes  Hill 
Black  Jack  Grove 
Branch  Chapel 
Calvary 

Everett's  Chapel 
Flood's  Chapel 
Fremont 
Free  Union 
Friendship 
Holly  Springs 
Kenly 

Little  Rock 
Marsh  Swamp 
Memorial  Chapel 
Milbournie 
Mt.  Zion  (Nash) 
Second  Union 
New  Sandy  Hill 
People's  Chapel 
Pine  Level 
Piney  Grove 
Pleasant  Grove 
Pleasant  Hill 
Pleasant  Plain 
Rosebud 
Sherron  Acres 
Stancil's  Chapel 
Stony  Hill 
Union  Chapel 
Union  Grove 
Wilson 


i  10.00 
141.00 
81.28 
250.00 
169.24 
50.00 
200.00 
215.57 
56.00 
15.00 
5.00 
5.00 
439.31 
200.00 
208.00 
17.10 
50.00 
111.75 
175.00 
506.00 
15.00 
85.00 
67.72 
85.00 
5.00 
180.00 
27.27 
25.00 
65.00 
85.00 
1,149.65 


Total  $4,694.89 
Other  Religious  Contributions  $  101.00 
Other  States  $  50.00 

Total  Religious  Contributions 

for  December  $14,615.44 


A  committee  is  a  group  that  keeps 
minutes  but  wastes  hours. 
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Memorial  Gifts  for 
December 

Memorial  gifts  to  the  Children's  Home 
for  December,  1973,  totaled  $200,  and 
were  given  as  follows: 

In  memory  of  Mrs.  Emma  Casey  by 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  James  C.  Guin  Jr. 

In  memory  of  John  and  Nancy  Spain 
by  Mrs.  Marjorie  S.  Paul. 


Pardon  For  All  Sins! 

"Sister,"  said  the  dying  girl,  "please 
get  the  Bible  and  read  for  me  that  pas- 
sage about  the  Blood  which  cleanseth 
from  sin.  I  fear  some  of  my  sins  are  too 
great  to  be  forgiven.  Look  whether  it 
says  'all  sin'  or  only  'sin,'  for  I  do  not 
remember."  "Yes,"  replied  the  sister, 
"these  are  the  exact  words,  '.  .  .  the 
blood  of  Jesus  Christ  his  Son  cleanseth 
us  from  all  sin'  (1  John  1:7)."  "Oh,  how 
sweet!"  said  the  girl  whose  fire  of  life 
was  almost  out.  "Now  there  is  pardon 
for  all  my  sins."— Selected. 


New  Growth 


BY  MRS.  ROYCE  MATTHEWS  M 

New  Year's  Day  marked  the  begin- 
ning of  1974  which  stretches  before  us 
an  uncharted  path.  Only  God  in  His 
infinite  wisdom  knows  what  this  new 
year  holds.  In  looking  at  news  reflec- 
tions on  the  year  we  have  just  finished, 
we  pause  and  thank  God  that  we  did 
not  know  in  the  beginning  what  1973 
had  in  store  for  us.  None  of  us  could 
have  slept  had  we  known  the  image  of 
the  United  States  would  be  toppling  on 
its  pedestal;  had  we  known  the  very 
government  figures  we  trusted  would 
become  the  laughingstock  in  a  grim 
comedy;  and  that  the  financial  found- 
ations of  our  way  of  life  would  be 
plagued  by  shortages  in  food,  energy, 
and  other  necessities. 

Sometimes  it  makes  one  wonder  if  any 
good  can  possibly  come  from  such  chaos. 


But  it  doesn't  take  serious  study  in  his- 
tory to  find  this  is  no  new  situation  for 
mankind.  Since  Adam  and  Eve  nations 
have  gotten  great;  however,  these  same 
nations  have  fallen. 

I  can't  help  but  believe  that  somehow 
our  nation  will  be  stronger  by  having 
gone  through  this  crucial  year.  If  nothing 
else  good  comes  from  it,  we  have  gained 
by  seeing  God  as  our  source  of  power 
instead  of  a  government. 

There  is  no  better  time  than  now  for 
us  as  individuals  to  search  our  own 
hearts.  As  we  begin  our  journey  into 
the  new  year,  it  is  the  time  to  discard 
undesirable  and  obsolete  baggage  we 
carry  with  us:  our  uncontrolable  tempers 
that  flare  when  everything  doesn't  suit 
us,  sharp  words  we  are  holding  to  be 
loosed  at  the  right  moment,  flimsy  ex- 
cuses, bits  of  gossip  that  slip  from  our 
tongues,  laziness  that  keeps  us  from  do- 
ing our  best,  worldly  obligations,  fussi- 
ness  in  keeping  the  house  clean  to  the 
point  of  sterilization  and  discomfort  to 
the  family. 

Once  the  undesirables  are  discarded, 
we  have  room  for  the  essentials,-  such 
as,  honesty,  faithfulness,  kindness, 
meekness,  patience,  prayerfulness,  zeal, 
temperance,  and  love.  With  this  bag- 
gage and  Christ  in  leadership,  no  matter 
what  crises  the  new  year  holds  for  us  as 
individuals,  for  our  families,  or  for  our 
nation,  we  can  become  better  people, 
acknowledging  the  bountiful  blessings 
God  sends  our  way  each  day. 

Dear  Lord,  as  we  close  out  the  old 
year  we  want  to  close  out  on  all  the  lit- 
tle troublemakers  in  our  lives.  We  give 
them  to  thee.  With  thy  great  power, 
please  change  them  to  love.  With  thee 
by  our  side,  we  can  enter  unafraid  into 
what  the  scary  new  year  holds.  Thank 
thee,  Lord.  Amen. 


OCCUPATION  UNCHANGED 

An  infidel  was  introduced  by  a  gen- 
tleman to  a  minister  with  a  remark,  "He 
never  attends  public  worship."  "Ah!" 
said  the  minister,  "I  hope  you  are  mis- 
taken." "By  no  means,"  said  the  strang- 
er; "I  always  spend  Sunday  in  settling 
my  accounts."  "Then,  alas,"  was  the 
calm  but  solemn  reply,  "you  will  find, 
sir,  that  the  day  of  judgment  will  be 
spent  in  the  same  manner."— Spurgeon's 
Sermon  Notes. 


Forget  the  "I"  stuff.  Learn  to  say 
"you"  and  to  take  the  other  person's  in- 
terest into  consideration. 


FIVE  WAYS  TO  SALVATION 

by  Mrs.  Royce  Matthews 


Across  Down 

3.  Saviour  1.  Of  the  Trinity 

4.  Christ  2.  Born  of  a  Virgin 

6.  Lord  of  Lords  5.  Arose  from  the  Grave 

9.  Prince  of  Peace  7.  Son  of  God 

10.  Everlasting  8.  Cast  out  Demons 

(The  answers  to  be  found  elsewhere  in  this  issue  of  "The  Free  Will  Baptist.") 
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Sidney  Woman's 
Auxiliary 
Christmas  Supper 

On  Wednesday  night,  December  12, 
1973,  the  ladies  of  the  Woman's  Auxil- 
iary of  Sidney  Free  Will  Baptist,  Bel- 
haven,  North  Carolina,  treated  their  hus- 
bands to  a  delicious  seafood  and  barbe- 
cue supper  at  Hub's  Restaurant,  Route  2, 
Belhaven. 

Following  the  supper  the  president  of 
the  auxiliary,  Mrs.  Edwin  Roper,  welcom- 
ed the  members  and  their  husbands. 
Prayer  was  offered  by  Mrs.  Verina  Paul. 
A  love  offering  amounting  to  $42.55  was 
taken  and  sent  to  the  district  auxiliary 
treasurer,  earmarked  for  missions,  to  be 
divided  among  Mrs.  Timmons,  Mrs.  Link, 
and  Mrs.  Jones. 

The  program  chairman,  Mrs.  Lucretia 
Burbage,  introduced  the  speaker  for  the 
evening,  Mrs.  Agnes  Edwards.  Mrs.  Ed- 
wards introduced  her  husband  who  play- 
ed a  tape  on  the  Monetary  System  in  re- 
gards to  Bible  prophecy  by  Dr.  William 
Cantalon  of  Washington,  D.  C.  It  was 
very  fitting  for  the  times  and  proved  an 
inspiration  to  everyone  present.  The 
prayer  of  benediction  was  prayed  by 
Mrs.  Edwin  Roper. 


Mrs.  Chacy  E.  Walston 

On  November  16,  1973,  the  Lord  saw 
fit  to  call  my  dear  mother,  Mrs.  Chacy 
E.  Walston,  to  go  be  with  Him.  She 
lived  to  the  ripe  old  age  of  97  years,  6 
months,  and  3  days.  She  was  a  very 
lovable  lady  in  that  she  loved  everybody 
and  all  who  knew  her  loved  her  also. 
She  loved  her  church,  Spring  Branch  Free 
Will  Baptist  Church,  Walstonburg,  North 
Carolina,  of  which  she  had  been  a  mem- 
ber since  she  was  a  very  young  woman. 
She  attended  church  regularly  until  she 
broke  her  hip  in  September  of  1966. 
After  this  she  was  never  able  to  attend 
church  any  more. 

My  mother  loved  her  children  very 
much,  and  they  in  return  loved  her. 


Forget-me-not  gifts  were  presented  to 
both  husbands  and  wives.  Before  each 
one  left  for  various  homes,  the  group 
joined  together  in  singing,  "We  Wish 
You  a  Merry  Christmas  and  a  Happy  New 
Year." 


Attention,  Local 
Auxiliary  Presidents  of 
The  Eastern  District! 

It  is  time  to  be  nominating  deserving 
women  (young  or  old)  in  your  local  aux- 
iliary as  the  "Free  Will  Baptist  Woman 
of  the  Year."  Choose  a  winner  in  your 
auxiliary  and  send  the  winning  write- 
up  to  me.  I  will  have  them  judged  and 
at  our  Eastern  District  Auxiliary  Conven- 
tion in  March  we  will  honor  one  of  these 
dear  ladies  as  our  "District  Free  Will 
Baptist  Woman  of  the  Year."  I  trust 
many  will  be  honored  this  way. 

Send  your  entry  to  me  by  February  28, 
or  as  soon  as  possible.  Let's  give  the 
bouquets  to  our  women  while  they  are 
living. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

Versie  H.  Baldree 

3717  Trent  Road 

New  Bern,  North  Carolina  28560 


The  last  three  years  of  her  life  she 
was  a  patient  at  the  Greenville,  North 
Carolina,  Convalescent  and  Nursing  Home. 
While  there  she  looked  forward  to  see- 
ing her  children  visit  her.  Her  face 
would  brighten  like  a  little  child  when 
any  of  us  went  in,  or  anyone  she  knew. 
She  would  beg  us  not  to  leave  her.  The 
day  she  passed  away  she  told  her  daugh- 
ters who  were  with  her  not  to  leave  for 
the  Lord  was  in  the  room  with  them. 
She  often  said  that  she  was  ready  and 
willing  to  go  live  with  the  Lord  for  she 
was  weak  and  worn-out. 

She  appreciated  her  pastor,  the  Rev. 
E.  C.  Morris,  or  any  other  minister  going 
in  and  talking  with  her  and  offering  a 
word  of  prayer  in  her  behalf. 

Her  funeral  was  conducted  November 


18,  at  the  Farmville,  North  Carolina,  Furi-/ 
eral  Home  by  her  pastor.  She  was  laid 
to  rest  in  the  Forest  Hill  Cemetery  in 
Farmville,  beneath  a  mound  of  beautiful 
flowers.  She  leaves  to  mourn  their  loss 
four  daughters,  three  sons,  and  several 
grandchildren  and  great-grandchildren; 
as  well  as  a  host  of  relatives  and  friends. 

She  is  gone  but  not  forgotten, 
Never  will  her  memory  fade,- 
Loving  thoughts  will  ever  linger 
Around  the  grave  where  she  is  laid. 

She  is  sleeping,  sweetly  sleeping 
Beneath  a  new-made  grave  today,- 
We  are  weeping,  sadly  weeping 
For  she  has  gone  away  to  stay. 

Written  by  her  daughter, 
Mrs.  John  Shackleford 
Farmville,  North  Carolina 


HAPPY 

by  Mrs.  Luther  Tugwell 
King's  Cross  Road  Church 
Fountain,  North  Carolina 

Have  you  ever  been  so  happy 
You  just  bubbled  o'er  with  joy; 
And  you  wanted  to  love  each 
Little  girl  and  little  boy? 

Have  you  ever  been  so  happy 
That  you  wanted  to  share  your  joys, 
And  do  something  very  good 
For  all  the  little  girls  and  boys? 

It's  a  wonderful  feeling  friend, 
And  I'm  bubbling  o'er  with  love,- 
I  thank  my  God  in  heaven 
As  I  pray  to  Him  above. 

If  you  want  to  be  real  happy, 
Just  put  your  trust  in  God; 
He  will  help  you  'til  the  end 
As  down  life's  path  you  trod. 

Let  your  life  be  as  a  mirror 
So  your  friends  all  can  see 
You're  bubbling  o'er  with  love— 
Your  heart  filled  with  ecstasy. 


A  pessimist  says:  "I  don't  think  it  can 
be  done." 

An  optimist  says:  "I'm  sure  there  is 
a  way." 

A  peptimist  says:  "I  just  did  it." 


Her  Sunday  school  teacher  asked  a 
ten-year-old  how  Solomon  happened  to 
be  so  wise.  "Because,"  she  answered, 
after  due  meditation,  "he  had  so  many 
wives  to  advise  him." 
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QUESTIONS 
BIBLE  ANSWERS 

Conducted  by  J.  P.  BARROW 
Route  1,  Box  475,  LaGrange,  North  Carolina  28551 


Question:  Is  it  unscriptural  for  a  de- 
nomination to  ordain  a  woman  to  preach 
the  gospel?  Until  recently  our  denomi- 
nation taught  this,  but  of  late  has  been 
ordaining  women  for  this  task. 

Answer:  The  Bible  teaches  that  God 
has  ordained  the  man  as  the  head  of  the 
family  and  the  wife  as  the  coruler  or 
leader  with  him  in  it.    Dr.  P.  B.  Fitz- 
water,  dean  of  the  Moody  Bible  Institute 
I  back  in  the  twenties,  taught  a  course  in 
Bible  analysis  which  included  the  Book 
of  Genesis.    In  an  effort  to  clarify  this 
i  subject  to  us  students  he  said:  "God  in 
His  creative  acts  did  not  take  the  ma- 
terial He  made  the  woman  of  from  man's 
\  head  that  He  might  endow  her  to  rule 
I  over  him,  neither  from  his  feet  that  she 
ji  might  be  trampled  over  by  him,  but  from 
his  side  and  under  his  arm  that  she 
I  might  be  by  his  side,  a  loving  companion 
to  share  with  him  all  the  good  things  God 
j  has  provided  for  man  (mankind)."  I 
j  think  this  was  well  said  in  perfect  keep- 
;  ing  with  what  else  is  said  in  the  Bible  on 
\  this  important  subject— a  subject  worthy 
I  of  the  study  and  a  better  understanding 
I.  by  everyone. 

Let  us  look  into  this  further  as  we  con- 
I  suit  God's  Word  for  the  answer.    It  will 
j  come  forth  to  us  from  no  other  source. 
Of  this  creative  act  the  Bible  says:  "But 
I  would  have  you  know,  that  the  head 
of  every  man  is  Christ;  and  the  head  of 
the  woman  is  the  man;  and  the  head  of 
Christ  is  God.  ...  For  the  man  is  not  of 
the  woman;  but  the  woman  of  the  man. 
...  Nevertheless  neither  is  the  man  with- 
out the  woman,  neither  the  woman  with- 
out the  man,  in  the  Lord.    For  as  the 
:'  woman  is  of  the  man,  even  so  is  the  man 
also  by  the  woman;  but  all  things  of 
God"  (1  Corinthians  11:3,  8,  11,  12). 
The  divinely  ordained  relationship  be- 
;  tween  a  man  and  his  wife,  when  they 
are  in  the  Lord,  is  too  sacred  and  beauti- 
ful for  any  to  exemplify  a  careless  or 
']  frivolous  attitude  toward  or  concerning 
it.    We  should  always  remember  what 
God's  Word  says  of  the  things  He  creat- 


ed when  He  was  through  with  the  crea- 
tion. "And  God  saw  everything  that  he 
had  made,  and,  behold,  it  was  very  good. 
.  .  ."  (Genesis  1:31).  In  the  beginning 
God  gave  the  reason  for  our  creation, 
bringing  both  the  man  and  the  woman 
in  the  fore  front  as  rulers  or  leaders. 
"And  God  said,  Let  us  make  man  in  our 
image,  after  our  likeness:  and  let  them 
have  dominion  over  the  fish  of  the  sea, 
and  over  the  fowl  of  the  air,  and  over 
the  cattle,  and  over  all  the  earth,  and 
over  every  creeping  thing  that  creepeth 
upon  the  earth.  So  God  created  man  in 
his  own  image,  in  the  image  of  God 
created  he  him;  male  and  female  created 
he  them.  And  God  blessed  them,  and 
God  said  unto  them,  Be  fruitful,  and  mul- 
tiply, and  replenish  the  earth,  and  sub- 
due it;  and  have  dominion  over  the  fish 
of  the  sea,  and  over  the  fowl  of  the  air, 
and  over  every  living  thing  that  moveth 
upon  the  earth"  (Genesis  1:26-28).  So 
man  was  king  or  ruler  having  his  wife 
as  coruler  of  all  living  things  in  the 
earth,  air,  and  sea,-  and  even  though 
Adam  and  Eve  gave  this  dominion  to 
Satan  that  they  sold  to  the  devil  for  a 
lie  when  they  obeyed  him  in  sinning 
against  God. 

The  family  that  is  Christian,  being 
obedient  to  God,  finds  itself  under  this 
God-given  order.  The  father  in  such  a 
home  has  the  first  place  of  responsi- 
bility and  is  first  in  authority.  In  order 
that  a  family  show  the  faith  God  requires 
of  it,  this  God-given  unit  and  this  order 
of  authority  and  responsibility  must  be 
accepted  by  all  the  members  of  the  body 
of  Christ.  To  rebel  against  it  is  treason 
against  God  and  His  subjects.  The  Bible 
says,  ".  .  .  Behold,  to  obey  is  better  than 
sacrifice,  and  to  hearken  than  the  fat 
of  rams"  (1  Samuel  15:22). 

It  seems  easy  under  the  influence  of 
present-day  philosophy  to  have  every 
one  "do  as  seems  right  in  his  own  eyes." 
But  that  is  by  no  means  in  keeping  with 
the  sum  total  of  what  God's  Word  teach- 
es.   God  created  all  things  perfectly, 


setting  in  motion  His  perfect  creation, 
requiring  of  every  phase  of  it  perfec- 
tion and  designing  it  so  that  chaos  fol- 
lows all  disobedience  or  every  lack  of 
perfection  of  its  operation.  That  is  the 
reason  why  defeat  and  chaos  came  in 
the  instant  the  woman  and  the  man  dis- 
obeyed. Of  course,  God  knew  what  the 
woman  and  the  man  were  going  to  do 
before  He  made  them,-  and  therefore  had 
given  Christ,  who  gave  His  life  a  ransom 
before  the  creative  activities  began, 
nevertheless  the  facts  remain  the  same. 

The  woman  was  made  as  the  help- 
meet. (See  Genesis  2:18,  21-24.)  "In 
like  manner  also,  that  women  adorn 
themselves  in  modest  apparel,  with 
shamefacedness  and  sobriety;  not  with 
broided  hair,  or  gold,  or  pearls,  or  cost- 
ly array;  But  (which  becometh  women 
professing  godliness)  with  good  works. 
Let  the  woman  learn  in  silence  with  all 
subjection.  But  I  suffer  not  a  woman 
to  teach,  nor  to  usurp  authority  over  the 
man,  but  to  be  in  silence.  For  Adam 
was  first  formed,  then  Eve.  And  Adam 
was  not  deceived,  but  the  woman  being 
deceived  was  in  the  transgression.  Not- 
withstanding she  shall  be  saved  in  child- 
bearing,  if  they  continue  in  faith  and 
charity  and  holiness  with  sobriety"  (1 
Timothy  2:9-15).  These  verses  instruct 
the  humble  Christlike  woman  how  she 
may  behave,  including  her  personal  at- 
tire appropriate  to  her  Christian  faith, 
as  she  finds  herself  serving  Christ  in 
public  activities. 

Sheep,  goats,  donkeys,  horses,  oxen, 
and  cows  were  all  created  by  God  to  fill 
a  specific  place  and  play  a  definite  role 
in  the  economy  of  God.  Each  can  fill 
his  place.  None  can  perfectly  fill  the 
place  of  any  other.  It  takes  the  one 
created  for  his  role  to  carry  out  his  part 
as  God  intended.  I  have  seen  modern 
motion  pictures  of  scenes  in  the  orient 
where  a  cow  and  a  horse  served  as  a 
team  to  till  the  field.  The  cow  appeared 
to  be  doing  the  best  she  could,  but  did 
not  seem  to  be  bearing  the  burden  of 
the  other  horse  in  the  same  efficiency  as 
the  missing  horse  might.  I  have  also  seen 
the  picture  of  a  cow  and  a  woman  pull- 
ing a  plow  in  the  same  locality  and  this, 
even  though  serving  to  prepare  the  field 
for  the  planting  of  grain,  grain  that  I 
think  might  produce  well.  I  have  also 
heard  of  sheep  and  horses  (female)  and 
other  animals  than  cows  pictured  as  be- 
ing milked  and  the  milk  being  used  for 
food,  but  am  sure  that  the  horses  serve 
a  better  purpose  when  used  as  draft  ani- 
mals and  means  of  transportation  than 
(continued  on  page  fifteen) 
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A  CAPTIVE 
REDEEMED 

I  ANY  years  ago  in  U.  S.  A.,  near  the 
J,  Indian  frontier,  a  white  man  lived 
witn  his  two  daughters.  The  younger, 
a  fair-haired  child  of  five,  was  her 
father's  joy  and  pride.  Their  mother 
died  when  she  was  an  infant,  and  the 
elder  sister  nursed  her  with  unceasing 
care. 

There  lived  across  the  frontier  a  war- 
like tribe  of  Indians,  headed  by  a  power- 
ful chief,  who  bore  the  name  "Trailing 
Serpent."  The  white  settler  had  incur- 
red the  hatred  of  this  chief,  who  con- 
ceived a  fiendish  plan.  One  day  he  saw 
the  white  man's  little  girl  playing  by 
herself  in  the  grounds  around  her  fa- 
ther's house,  and  skillfully  enticing  her 
to  follow  him  a  little  way  he  seized  the 
child  and  carried  her  off.  Away  far 
over  the  prairies  "Trailing  Serpent"  car- 
ried his  prize,  far  from  her  happy  child- 
hood's home,  and  from  those  who  loved 
her  dearer  than  life. 

When  the  white  man  missed  his  child 
he  was  frantic  with  grief.  His  hair  be- 
came white,  his  manly  form  bowed  with 
the  weight  of  his  sorrow,  yet  his  heart 
was  set  on  the  recovery  of  his  lost  child. 
For  14  long  years  he  looked  in  vain.  At 
last  a  trapper  from  the  far  west  brought 
him  the  news  that  his  daughter  lived  in 
the  midst  of  a  tribe  of  Indians  many 
miles  away,  that  she  wore  their  dress, 
and  was  in  every  way  as  one  of  them- 
selves. The  father  started  off  with  a 
heavy  ransom  in  his  hand,  hoping  to  re- 
deem his  long-lost  loved  one.  After 
many  weary  miles  he  reached  the  place, 
and  had  an  audience  with  "Trailing  Ser- 
pent." 

The  chief  eyed  the  offered  gold,  yet 
he  was  unwilling  to  deliver  up  his  prey. 
At  last  he  proposed  a  compromise:  "The 


girl,"  said  he,  "is  an  Indian  in  heart  and 
life,-  she  is  ours,  body  and  soul.  She 
will  refuse  to  leave  us,  or  to  go  with 
you.  However,  you  shall  have  her  for  a 
month.  If  in  that  time  you  win  her 
back,  the  gold  will  be  mine.  If  she 
wishes  to  return,  you  shall  let  her  go, 
but  the  gold  shall  still  be  mine,"  said  the 
chief  with  a  malicious  grin. 

The  father  willingly  agreed  to  this 
proposal,  and  his  daughter  was  brought 
forth.  But,  oh,  how  changed!  An  In- 
dian in  dress  and  in  heart,  she  did  not 
recognize  the  one  who  had  purchased 
her,  her  own  father.  More  than  that  she 
looked  upon  him  with  hatred  and  scorn, 
as  one  who  was  forcing  her  from  her 
people  and  her  home.  She  would  not 
listen  to  his  story,  she  would  not  believe 
his  love.  This  was  the  bitterest  pang 
of  all. 

As  they  neared  the  home  of  her 
childhood  his  elder  daughter,  who  had 
come  out  to  meet  them,  and  who  tried 
in  vain  to  win  her  sister's  heart,  began 
to  sing  a  well-known  hymn,  that  she  had 
often  sung  to  her  when  a  child  in  the 
happy  days  long  gone  by.  The  first 
verse  passed  unheeded,  but  as  the  sweet 
voice  of  the  singer  continued,  the  eyes 
of  the  lost  one  fixed  themselves  upon 
her  and  a  strange  light  began  to  spread 
itself  over  her  face. 

"Go  on,"  whispered  the  father  as  he 
saw  the  wonderful  effect  of  that  song 
of  childhood's  days,  and  thus  hymn  after 
hymn  rose  on  the  evening  air.  When  the 
singing  ceased  the  girl  heaved  a  heavy 
sigh  as  if  some  great  deliverance  had 
been  wrought  within.  With  her  eyes 
fixed,  first  on  the  singer,  and  then  on 
the  man  who  led  her  by  the  hand,  she, 
bursting  into  a  flood  of  tears,  cried  out: 
"My  father,"  and  sprang  into  the  out- 
stretched arms  that  soon  enfolded  her, 
and  clasped  her  to  his  bosom. 

There  was  great  joy  there  that  night 
—the  joy  of  the  father  who  had  found 


his  lost  one,  the  joy  of  the  lost  one  who  / 
had  been  welcomed  home,  and  the  re- 
joicing of  friends  who  had  gathered  to 
share  the  common  joy— a  faint  picture  of 
what  takes  place  when  a  lost  and  cap- 
tive sinner  is  released  from  Satan's 
chains,  and,  believing  the  love  of  God,  is 
brought  into  the  children's  place,  re- 
deemed, regenerated,  and  reconciled. 
Reader,  has  there  been  such  a  joy  in 
heaven  over  you? 

When  the  month  had  expired  "Trail- 
ing Serpent"  sent  his  messengers  to 
bring  back  his  captive,  but  to  their  as- 
tonishment they  found  her  clothed  in 
English  dress,  sitting  by  her  father's 
side,  holding  his  hand.  In  answer  to 
their  demand,  she  replied:  "I  am  my 
father's  child;  he  sought  and  found  me, 
redeemed  me,  and  brought  me  back,  and 
I  will  remain  with  him  forever." 

This  illustrates  the  truth  of  a  worse 
captivity,  and  a  greater  redemption.  An- 
other "Trailing  Serpent"  has  carried 
away  his  captive.  "That  old  serpent, 
the  devil,"  who  entered  Eden  long  ago, 
has  carried  sinners  far  from  God,  into 
captivity.  But  the  God  of  heaven  has 
set  His  heart  upon  them.  He  has  paid  a 
mighty  ransom  for  their  deliverance, 
even  the  precious  blood  of  Jesus  Christ 
His  Son.  The  Holy  Spirit  brings  the 
wondrous  tidings  of  that  love  and  re- 
demption to  all  of  you  this  day,  and  He 
wants  you  to  give  it  a  welcome.  Say 
truly  in  your  heart: 

"Even  now  by  faith  I  claim  Him  mine, 
The  Risen  Son  of  God: 
Redemption  by  His  death  I  find, 
And  cleansing  through  His  blood." 

—American  Magazine. 


FIVE  WAYS  TO 
SALVATION 

(Answers) 

The  answer  to  each  number,  1 
through  10,  is  "Jesus." 


Living  Like  You  Pray 

A  little  four-year-old  daughter,  suffer- 
ing from  a  severe  scolding  from  her 
mother  was  heard  to  sob  pitifully  to  her- 
self, "I  wish  Mother  loved  me  as  much 
as  she  does  God.  She  talks  so  kind  to 
Him."  And  immediately  one's  thoughts 
flash  back  to  a  great  man  who  said,  "i 
owe  a  great  debt  to  the  life  of  my 
mother  in  my  early  childhood  days.  She 
always  lived  like  she  prayed."— Selected. 
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MOUNT  OLIVE.  NORTH  CAROLINA 


Harold  Jones  to 
Teach  Course 
In  Evangelism 


The  Rev.  Harold  Jones  will  teach  a 

six-week  course  on  "Evangelism"  begin- 
ning February  12,  1974,  at  Mount  Olive 
College.  The  classes  will  be  at  7  p.m.,  in 
Room  115,  of  the  Henderson  Building  on 
the  new  campus  and  will  end  at  9  p.m. 
The  course  will  be  designed  to  share 
methods  and  techniques  in  the  classroom 
and  evangelistic  visitation  to  share  the 
Christian  gospel. 

Mr.  Jones  is  a  missionary  to  the  Philip- 
pines and  won  over  five  hundred  people 
to  Christ  last  year. 

Area  ministers  and  laymen  are  invit- 
ed to  participate. 


SCOUT  CAMP-OUT 
PLANNED 

The  1974  Free  Will  Baptist  Scout 
Camp-Out  will  be  the  weekend  of  April 
5-7,  1974.  With  the  assistance  of  those 
in  charge  of  Eagle's  Nest  Conference 
Center,  the  Scouting  Commission  of  the 
North  Carolina  State  Convention  of  Free 
Will  Baptists  will  conduct  the  camp-out. 

Never  before  in  the  history  of  our 
church  have  scout  troops  or  the  indi- 


vidual scout  had  an  opportunity  such  as 
this.  The  following  tentative  program 
should  give  an  idea  of  the  happenings 
for  this  historical  event. 

Every  troop  in  the  Free  Will  Baptist 
Church  should  participate.  All  scouts 
who  attend  will  receive  a  patch  which 
will  carry  the  theme,  date,  and  sponsor. 
For  ideas,  interest,  or  needed  informa- 
tion, please  contact  the  Rev.  Frank  Crary, 
secretary  of  Scouting  Commissions,  Post 
Office  Box  1236,  Kinston,  North  Caro- 
lina 28501. 

Tentative  Program 

The  Free  Will  Baptist  Scout  Camp-Out 
will  be  held  April  5-7,  1974,  at  the 
Eagle's  Nest  Conference  Center,  Mount 
Olive  College.  The  theme  for  the  camp- 
out  will  be,  "Onward  for  God  and  Coun- 
try," and  will  begin  Friday  afternoon, 
April  5. 

Friday,  April  5 

4:00-  6:00— Registration 
—Inspection 
—Site  Assignments 
6:00-  7:30-Meal  Time  and  Clean-Up 
7:30-  9:30— Free  Time  and  Fellowship 
—Inner  Patrol  Campfires 
9:30-Tatto 
10:00-Taps 

10:15— Scoutmasters'  Crackerbar- 
rel 

Saturday  Morning,  April  6 

7:00— Reveille 
7:00-  9:00-Breakfast  and  Clean-Up 
9:00-  9:30-Assembly 
—Colors 

—Silent  Prayer  and  Medita- 
tion 

—Introduction  of  Staff,  Facul- 
ty, and  Guests 
9:30-1 1 :30-Tour  Mount  Olive  College 
11:30-  1:00-Lunch  and  Clean-Up 

Saturday  Afternoon 

1:00-  2:00-God  and  Country  Instruc- 
tions 

2:00-  4:30-Events 

—Cub,  Explorer,  and  Leader 
Visitation 

4:30-  4:45— Lower  Colors 


4:45-  6:30— Supper  and  Clean-Up 

7:00-  8:30-Campfire 

-Local  Order  of  the  Arrow 
—Each  Patrol 
—Mount  Olive  Singers 

8:30-  9:30-Free  Time  and  Fellowship 

9:30-1 0:00-Tatoo 
10:00-Taps 

10:15— Scoutmasters'  Crackerbar- 
re! 

Sunday  Morning,  April  7 

8:00— Reveille 
8:00-  9:30-Breakfast  and  Clean-Up 
10:00— Colors 

—Sunday  School  and  Church 
—Lower   Colors   and  Break 
Camp 

—Campsite  Inspection 

—Presentations 

—Prayer 


NOTE  OF  THANKS 

I  wish  to  thank  my  many  friends  for 
the  lovely  cards  and  money  I  received 
during  the  Christmas  season.  I  also 
would  like  to  thank  each  church,  auxil- 
iary, and  Sunday  school  class  for  their 
remembrance.  Some  of  these  churches 
were  once  pastored  by  my  husband  (the 
Rev.  G.  C.  Joyner)  and  through  this  min- 
istry I  learned  to  love  these  people  very 
much.  I  shall  hold  each  thoughtful  ex- 
pression of  love  dearly  in  my  heart  and 
shall  remember  each  and  everyone  in  my 
prayers. 

Your  friend  in  Christ, 
Mrs.  G.  C.  Joyner 
Route  3, 

Pittsboro,  N.  C.  27312 


New  Service  Available 
For  Potential 
Christian  Broadcasters 

Individuals,  schools,  or  other  organiza- 
tions interested  in  building  a  Christian 
Radio  Station  can  get  help  from  C  L  W 
Broadcasters,  Inc.  This  newly  organized 
company  specializes  in  providing  engi- 
neering, legal,  and  administrative  help 
to  those  interested  in  starting  a  Christian 
broadcast  ministry.  The  company  also 
helps  churches  set  up  to  telecast  their 
worship  services  over  local  television 
stations,  or  in  smaller  cities,  over  a  local 
cable  television  channel. 

For  free  information  you  may  write 
C  L  W  Broadcasters,  109  Ridgecrest  Cir- 
cle, Rossville,  Georgia.  Also  you  may 
call  for  Bill  Kitchen  at  404-861-9491. 
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ST.  CLAIRE  BIBLE  CLASJ 
THE  SUNDAY  fCSsJi 


SCHOOL  LE 


FOR  FEBRUARY  3 


PROMISE  OF  THE 
COUNSELOR 

Lesson  Text:  John  16:4-15 
Memory  Verse:  John  14:26 

I.  INTRODUCTION 

Jesus  did  some  marvelous  and  unusual 
things  and  spoke  some  unusual  things 
in  the  Passover  chamber  a  few  hours 
before  His  arrest.  He  had  interrupted 
the  Passover  supper  by  washing  the 
apostles'  feet  and  then  took  bread  and 
the  cup  to  institute  a  memorial  (or  Lord's 
Supper)  for  Himself.  In  John  14  we 
hear  Him  comfort  His  believers  by  tell- 
ing them  He  would  come  again  to  them 
after  He  ascended  to  the  Father,  and  in 
that  same  chapter  He  said,  "And  I  will 
pray  the  Father,  and  he  shall  give  you 
another  Comforter,  that  he  may  abide 
with  you  for  ever"  (John  14:16). 

On  the  way  to  the  Garden  of  Geth- 
semane,  He  talked  to  them  of  His  being 
the  Vine  and  they  the  branches  (see 
15:1-8),  and  reminded  them  again  of 
the  coming  Comforter  (see  15:26,  27). 
The  sixteenth  chapter  opens  with  His 
words  of  warning  concerning  treatment 
they  would  later  receive  from  their  ene- 
mies, even  to  the  extent  that  men  would 
kill  them,  thinking  thereby  to  do  God 
a  favor  (see  16:2).  Men  would  do  these 
things  simply  because  they  did  not  know 
God  or  Him,  Jesus. 

In  later  versions  of  the  New  Testa- 
ment, the  word  "Comforter"  in  the  King 
James'  Version  is  rendered  "Counselor," 
which  carries  the  same  meaning,  for  He 
not  only  comforts  beli  evers,  but  He  also 
counsels,  guides,  instructs,  and  inspires 
them.  In  our  lesson  today  we  shall  use 
the  two  words  interchangeably  with  no 
plan  or  intent  of  presenting  any  differ- 
ence in  the  terms.  The  important  les- 
son for  us  today  is  that  Jesus  promised 
to  send  the  Counselor  and  kept  that 
promise— The  Advanced  Quarterly 
(F.W.B.). 

II.  HINTS  THAT  HELP 

A.  The  Holy  Spirit  is  given  divine  ap- 


pellations, divine  attributes,  and  divine 
actions.   In  fact,  He  is  divine,-  He  is  God. 

B.  We  must  depend  upon  the  Holy 
Spirit  to  lead  us  into  the  truth.  We 
cannot  expect  to  understand  the  Bible 
with  our  natural  minds. 

C.  The  Holy  Spirit  convicts  sinners.  If 
we  get  the  idea  that  we  convict  sinners, 
we  are  wrong.  We  must  depend  upon 
Him  for  this  work. 

D.  Our  relationship  with  God  in  this 
dispensation  is  through  the  Holy  Spirit. 
We  should  make  much  of  Him  and  His 
work. 

E.  Are  you  filled  with  the  Holy  Spirit? 

-The  Bible  Teacher  (F.W.B.). 

III.  ADDITIONAL  TRUTHS 

A.  Sharing  is  heaven's  business.  We 
catch  some  of  heaven's  glory  as  we  learn 
to  share.  I  have  always  admired  the  life 
of  Andrew  Carnegie.  His  famous  state- 
ment, "It  is  no  disgrace  to  become  rich, 
but  it  is  a  disgrace  to  die  rich,"  impress- 
ed me  during  my  schoolboy  years.  In 
many  cities  and  towns  across  America 
there  still  stands,  as  a  center  of  learn- 
ing in  the  community,  a  Carnegie  Library. 
Mr.  Carnegie  could  have  dispensed  his 
wealth  in  many  ways.  Charities,  parks, 
orphanages,  or  a  hundred  other  good 
things  might  have  become  the  object  of 
his  benevolence.  He  sensed  in  a  special 
way  our  need.  If  we  could  know  we 
could  do.  The  opportunity  to  self-ad- 
vancement through  learning  was  Carne- 
gie's special  gift  to  those  who  had  the 
industry  to  learn.  He  gave  his  wealth 
to  meet  our  need. 

Thus  the  Holy  Spirit  was  the  inter- 
mediary to  take  all  the  wealth  of  heaven 
and  give  it  to  us  in  revealing  Jesus  and 
His  Word.  A  treasury  for  all  ages  be- 
came ours  by  this  gift.  It  is  open  to  all 
who  have  the  faith  and  industry  to  learn 
and  receive.— W.  P.  in  Standard  Lesson 
Commentary. 

B.  "  'I'm  quitting  school,  that's  what 
I'm  doing,'  cried  Ima  Kwitter  that  even- 
ing. 'I'm  getting  so  tired  of  listening 
to  the  teacher  say  there  isn't  a  God,  I 
could  just  scream.' 


"Ima's  problem  is  one  many  of  you 
Christian  fellows  and  girls  have.  You 
have  put  your  trust  in  the  Lord  Jesus. 
You  know  there  is  a  God.  You  have  be- 
lieved it  almost  as  long  as  you  can  re- 
member, and  now  your  teachers  try  to 
tell  you  that  there  is  no  Divine  Being. 
Now  what?   Should  you  be  a  quitter? 

"No,  first,  think  about  it,  pray  about 
it,  and  ask  God  to  give  you  wisdom. 
You'll  have  to  admit  that  the  answer  is 
not,  as  Ima  suggested,  to  quit  school  (as 
much  as  you  might  like  that).  It  is  to 
face  the  problem,  and  in  a  kind,  respect- 
able way  present  the  facts  to  your 
teacher  and  classmates. 

"First,  why  do  you  believe  in  God? 
Is  it  simply  because  you've  been  taught 
that?  If  so,  then  your  religion  is  no 
better  than  your  teacher's  for  he  may 
have  been  taught  that  there  is  no  God. 

"You  must  believe  in  God  because  of 
creation.  Someone  created  all  that  there 
is.  Matter,  which  exists  in  our  universe, 
could  just  not  have  'happened.'  So  we 
believe  in  God,  a  creator. 

'  Next,  we  believe  that  His  Word,  the 
Bible,  is  a  proof.  The  very  first  verse 
of  the  Bible  simply  states  that  God  is. 
It  does  not  question  it  at  all.  'In  the 
beginning  God.  .  .' 

"Then,  too,  fulfilled  prophecy  is  a 
proof  that  God  is.  It  proves  that  the 
Bible  is  true,  because  of  the  many  things 
that  have  come  to  pass  just  as  the  Bible 
said  they  would  happen. 

"Remember,  you  cannot  be  a  quitter, 
neither  should  you  argue  with  your 
teacher.  Simply  tell  him  what  you  be- 
lieve and  why  you  believe  it.  Then  leave 
it  there,  asking  God  to  work  in  his  heart. 

"Just  be  sure  that  you  believe  what  you 
do  because  you  are  convinced,  and  not 
just  because  you  'guess'  that's  what  is 
right.  Know  the  Bible,  know  Christ, 
know  why  you  believe  Him  and  His 
Word."— Devotions  for  Early  Teens. 

C.  The  manager  of  a  stone  quarry  near 
the  little  town  of  Sims,  North  Carolina, 
said:  "We  can  lift  an  acre  of  solid 
granite,  ten  feet  thick,  to  any  desired 
height  by  using  compressed  air."  If  in- 
visible air  can  accomplish  such  a  feat, 
and  we  know  it  can,  why  should  we 
think  it  incredible  that  the  Holy  Spirit 
has  power  to  do  all  things?  He  can  lift 
the  soul  deepest  in  sin  to  higher  heights 
than  he  can  ever  imagine.  The  only  re- 
quirement is  complete  surrender.— C.  F. 
Bowen. 
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(continued  from  page  six) 

because  he  felt  it  was  his  purpose  for 
life,-  and  his  purpose  for  life  was  his  tes- 
timony to  all  mankind. 

"God  didn't  call  him  home  to  be  dead 
and  forgotten  on  earth,  but  to  be  alive 
and  to  be  a  part  of  life.  Also  for  each 
of  us  to  remember  him  and  the  example 
he  set  for  us. 

"Through  this  remembrance  of  him 
and  the  love  that  he  had,  not  only  for 
his  family,  but  for  his  church  and  his 
country;  we,  the  wife  and  children  of 
Stephen  Richard  Poole,  dedicated  these 
flags  to  God  in  remembrance  of  him,  and 
ask  that  they  be  placed  in  the  sanctuary 
according  to  the  desires  of  the  church. 
May  they  always  be  a  living  monument 
of  life." 


MISSIONS 


(continued  from  page  seven) 


Rose  of  Sharon 

20.00 

Rose  Hill  Sunday  School 

60.00 

tact    Drtr  is  i  n  nh  am    f  niir^ri 

Cost  Kucisinyriaiii  liiuilm 

fin 

oaiiuy  nam  liiuilii 

Mrs.  Ada  R.  Sasser 

20.00 

Selma  Church 

50.00 

^hprrnn    Aptpq  fhiirrh 
OllcliUll    r\l#l  CO    \.IIUI  LM 

Al  5  74 

Ul  J./t 

Shiloh  Church 

66.55 

Sound  View  Church 

78.71 

St.  Mary's  Church 

475.13 

St.  Mary's  (Julia  Matthews 

Class) 

25.00 

Grayson  Spencer 

20.00 

Rev.  Floyd  Smith 

20.00 

Spring  Hill  Church 

100.00 

Stony  Hill  Church 

25.00 

Tarboro  First  Church 

186.01 

Tee's  Chapel  Church 

225.00 

Tee's  Chapel  Prayer  Group 

50.00 

Victory  Mission 

31.25 

Mrs.  Charles  Vinson 

10.00 

Virginia  Beach  Church 

150.00 

Warden's  Grove 

28.73 

First  Western  District  Sunday 

School  Convention 

25.00 

Whaley's  Chapel  Church 

25.00 

White  Oak  Church 

25.00 

Winterville  League 

20.00 

Wooten's  Chapel  Church 

195.50 

$15,441.68 

Eastwood  Church,  Fayetteville 

(Loan) 

2,500.00 

Total 

$17,941.68 

Recap  Home  Missions  Treasury 

Total  Income  for  1973  $17,941.68 


Disbursements 

Henderson  Mission 

for  Property  $4,000.00 
Paid  Missionaries  8,987.59 
Other  Expenses  2,266.75 


Total  Disbursements  15,254.34 


Balance  December  31,  1973  $  2,687.34 
Less  Loan  to  Eastwood  Church  2,500.00 


Net  Balance  December  31, 

1973  $  187.34 


Questions  &  Answers 

(continued  from  page  eleven) 

for  that  which  God  intended  the  cow  to 
serve.  The  oriental  sheep  serve  well  as 
wool-bearing  animals  and  as  table  deli- 
cacies, but  the  cow's  milk  is  better  for 
food.  So  we  see  animals  serving  the 
purpose  God  intended  them,  each  in  his 
place  and  for  God's  intended  purpose, 
even  though  one  may  be  improvised  to 
fill  the  place  of  another  as  an  emergency 
measure.  These  cases  seem  similar  in 
the  appropriation  of  the  man  for  the 
place  in  the  home  and  in  life  other  than 
the  home  God  intended  the  woman 
should  fill,  and  vice  versa. 

(Continued  Next  Issue) 


PLEASE  TELL  ME  WHY! 

by  Mrs.  Ora  Barnhill 

Tell  me  why,  please  tell  me  why 
Our  world's  in  such  a  mess,- 
Everything  is  so  divided, 
Even  more  or  even  less. 

The  leaders  of  our  country 
Don't  know  just  what  to  do; 
Although  I  guess  they're  trying 
To  protect  the  red,  white,  and  blue. 

I  believe  I  know  what's  wrong- 
In  it  Christ  has  no  part. 
America  has  forsaken  Him; 
We  need  Him  in  our  hearts. 

Surely  Christ  is  the  answer 
To  the  problems  of  the  world; 
He  loves  us  all  you  know: 
Each  parent,  boy,  and  girl. 

Without  Christ,  America  is  gone, 
She  surely  can't  survive,- 
So  won't  you  please  come  to  Christ 
And  help  keep  America  alive! 


When  you  have  to  swallow  your  own 
medicine,  the  spoon  seems  very  large. 


Ministerial  Association 
Midyear  Spiritual 
Life  Conference 

The  Ministerial  Association  of  North 
Carolina  Free  Will  Baptists  will  hold  its 
Midyear  Spiritual  Life  Conference  Friday 
and  Saturday,  January  25,  26,  1974. 

The  conference  will  open  with  the  an- 
nual banquet  at  6:30  p.m.,  at  King's  Res- 
taurant, Kinston,  North  Carolina.  This 
banquet  is  very  special  as  it  is  the  only 
occasion  of  its  type  for  the  minister  and 
his  wife  during  the  year.  It  is  at  this 
banquet  that  the  "Minister  of  the  Year" 
award  is  presented. 

The  guest  speaker  for  the  banquet 
will  be  Dr.  Ollie  Latch  of  Arkansas.  Dr. 
Latch  has  an  A.B.  degree,  a  master  of 
arts  degree,  and  a  honorary  doctor  of 
divinity  degree.  He  has  served  41  years 
in  the  field  as  a  minister.  I'm  sure  every- 
one will  enjoy  everything  this  fine  man 
has  to  offer. 

Another  special  guest  for  the  banquet 
will  be  the  Youth  Choir  from  the  Core 
Creek  Free  Will  Baptist  Church  of  Cove 
City,  North  Carolina. 

We  also  hope  you  will  be  able  to  at- 
tend the  breakfast  that  will  begin  at 
8:30  a.m.,  also  at  King's  Restaurant.  Af- 
ter the  breakfast  the  conference  will 
meet  at  9:30  a.m.  at  the  First  Free  Will 
Baptist  Church  of  Kinston,  312  West 
Lenoir  Avenue,  the  host  church  for  the 
conference. 

Those  planning  to  stay  in  Kinston  over- 
night should  make  reservations  at  the 
Holiday  Inn,  just  across  the  street  from 
King's  Restaurant  in  Kinston. 

Respectfully  submitted, 
Gene  Britt 


The  only  thing  worse  than  a  quitter 
is  the  man  who  is  afraid  to  begin. 


BOOKSTORE 

HOURS 

***** 

*  The  Ayden  Bible  and  Bookstore, 

*  located  at  the  Free  Will  Baptist 

*  Press  Foundation,  Inc.,  811  North 

*  Lee  Street,  Ayden,  North  Caro- 

*  lina,    observes    the  following 

*  hours: 

*  Monday-Friday— 8  a.m.  to  5  p.m. 

*  Saturday— 9  a.m.  to  5  p.m. 
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LIBRARY  COM 

BUKE  UNIVERSITY 

DURHAM,  N.  C.  27703 


Mount  Olive 
College 

announces  the 
BRYAN  SCHOLAR  HONORS  PROGRAM 

for 
1974-1975 

Awards  will  be  made  on  the  basis  of  high  school  records,  scholastic  aptitude, 
character,  personality,  and  leadership.  Being  designated  a  Bryan  Scholar  is  a  distinct 
honor  and  is  limited  to  ten  percent  of  the  Mount  Olive  College  student  body.  Bryan 
Scholarships  range  from  $500  to  $2,000  for  two  years  of  study.  The  College  will 
meet  the  full  financial  needs  of  any  student  chosen  as  a  Bryan  Scholar. 

Bryan  Scholars  register  for  one  hour  of  supervised  independent  study  each  semes- 
ter. Studies  may  include  service  projects  and  should  relate  to  the  student's  career  ob- 
jectives. The  honor  of  being  a  Bryan  Scholar  is  recorded  on  the  student's  transcript 
and  graduation  diploma. 

Interested  applicants  should  submit  two  letters  of  recommendation,  the  college 
application  form,  and  a  letter  requesting  Bryan  Scholar  status.  Applications  should  be 
submitted  as  early  as  possible  and  will  be  processed  as  received. 

Applications  and  further  information  may  be  obtained  by  writing,  visiting,  or  call- 
ing: 

THE  DIRECTOR  OF  ADMISSIONS 

Mount  Olive  College 
Mount  Olive,  North  Carolina  28365 
(Phone  658-2502) 

A  grant  from  the  James  E.  and  Mary  Zealy  Bryan  Foundation 
helps  support  this  program.  (Recipients  of  a  Bryan  Foun- 
dation grant  must  be  bona  fide  residents  of  North  Carolina.) 
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the  Free 

Will 
Baptist 

AYDEN,  NORTH  CAROLINA, 
WEDNESDAY,  JANUARY  30,  1974 


SAN  SI  1974 


ERE  SUN  SETS,  DO  YOU  EVER  ASK  "WHY?"  BECAUSE  OF  SOME  UNDESIRABLE 
CIRCUMSTANCE  IN  WHICH  YOU  FIND  YOURSELF?    IF  YOU  ARE  THE  EXCEP- 
TION, YOU  ARE  FORTUNATE  INDEED! 


THE  EXCEPTION 


Cover  Photo  by  H.  Armstrong  Roberts* 


There  are  circumstances  that  inflict  their  sting  upon  individuals  and  cause  them 
to  shake  their  heads  in  wonderment.  "Why  did  this  happen  to  me?"  they  ask,  or 
"What  have  I  ever  done  to  deserve  this?" 

The  pangs  of  hunger,  extreme  poverty,  poor  housing— all  manner  of  economic 
deprivation— encompass  and  clutch  in  their  grasp  persons  of  all  nationalities  who, 
when  they  find  themselves  suffering  thusly,  cannot  help  but  look  up  and  ask  "Why?" 

Emotional  unrest,  dictatorship,  tyrannical  rule  of  governmental  forces  which 
coerce  individuals  to  pledge  allegiance  to  a  cause  with  which  they  are  not  sympa- 
thetic or  compel  them  to  conform  to  a  certain  regime  all  prompt  again  the  haunting 
question,  "Why?" 

An  ailing  mother  craves  the  presence  of  her  children  who  cannot  seem  to  find 
the  time  to  drop  in  for  a  visit,  even  though  sacrificial ly  she  has  provided  for  them 
in  \ears  past;  so,  she,  too,  cannot  prevent  a  whispered  "Why?"  from  escaping  her  lips 
and  its  pain  piercing  her  heart. 

A  man  sits  in  a  prison  cell,  serving  time  for  a  crime  he  did  not  commit,  but 
who  just  happened  to  be  in  the  wrong  place  at  the  wrong  time  and  therefore  suffers 
the  penalty  for  someone  else's  misdeed.  He,  also,  cannot  help  from  wondering 
"Why?" 

A  stray  dog,  though  not  human,  nevertheless  has  feelings  and  gropes  for  food 
wherever  and  whenever  he  can  find  it,  suffering  abuse  under  the  cruel  foot  of  a 
heartless  man  who  cannot  be  bothered  with  such  a  sorry  animal.  Whimpering  as  he 
runs  away  from  his  abuser,  instinctively  searching  for  some  shelter  from  the  oncom- 
ing cold,  rain,  or  snow,  he,  too,  though  not  in  intelligible  tones,  asks  "Why?" 

A  helpless  child  lies  in  a  hospital,  two  thirds  of  her  body  covered  with  horrible 
burns  suffered  when  her  deranged  mother  set  her  ablaze;  and  experiencing  almost 
unbearable  pain,  she  pleads  through  her  tears,  "Why?"  The  mother,  suffering  in 
quite  a  different  way,  unconscious  of  her  cruel  act,  lies  in  a  mental  ward  of  some 
institution;  and  when  the  doctor  approaches  her  bed,  she  cringes  at  the  sight  of  his 
white  coat  and  also  asks  "Why?" 

A  lonely  immigrant  seeks  admittance  to  the  "Beautiful  Land,"  America,  where 
the  Statue  of  Liberty  beams  her  light  which  voices  her  silent  message:  "Give  me 
your  tired,  your  poor,  your  huddled  masses  yearning  to  breathe  free,  the  wretched 
refuse  of  your  teeming  shore.  Send  these,  the  homeless,  tempest-tost  to  me,-  I 
lift  my  lamp  beside  the  golden  door!"  The  immigrant  fits  the  description  and  quali- 
fies for  admittance  and  longs  for  that  rest  and  comfort  and  all  the  opportunities 
afforded  by  this  cherished  land,  but  he  is  told  that  he  must  wait— the  influx  of  per- 
sons is  too  great.  Naturally,  he,  in  disappointment  and  disillusionment,  asks  "Why?" 
when  told  that  he  must  return  to  his  own  country. 

A  berated  young  woman  who  has  made  one  mistake  has  a  hard  time  "living 
down"  a  reputation  she  made  for  herself  in  a  weak  moment,  or  the  reputation  which 
has  been  imposed  upon  her  by  society.  Regardless  of  the  sincerity  of  her  reform, 
if  ever  she  is  "caught"  in  what  appears  to  be  a  compromising  situation,  she  must 
endure  again  the  looks  of  consternation,  the  gossip  of  "do-gooders,"  and  the  severe 
reprimand  of  public  opinion.   She,  too,  cannot  help  but  wonder  "Why?" 

"Why?"— a  question  so  often  asked  and  deserving  an  answerl  An  answer  is 
seldom  given  satisfactorily,  however,  even  by  so-called  men  of  wisdom.  The  "Why?" 
is  never  truly  known  anyway,  for  the  intelligence  of  man  has  not  yet  produced  an 
explanation  which  would  put  an  end  to  all  doubt  and  uncertainty,  and  the  heart  of 
mankind  has  not  proven  charitable  enough  to  provide  a  solution  to  someone  else's 
problem.  .  .  . 

The  above-discussed  circumstances  may  be  considered  exceptional— and  per- 
haps they  are  a  little  overdramatized— but  sad  to  say,  they  are  not  the  exception. 
They  are  the  rule,  and  within  ourselves  we  find  it  an  impossibility  to  alter  such  situa- 
tions. Further,  we  noble  souls  sometimes  create  such  situations  by  intent  or  acci- 
dent. .  .  . 

We  are  brought  to  this  point:  Where  would  we  be  except  for  the  grace  of  God? 
Of  a  certainty,  if  we  are  not  part  of  the  rule,  we  are  the  happy  exception;  and  if  we 
are,  we  are  fortunate  indeed! 

If  things  are  going  well  for  us,  we  should  do  our  utmost  to  make  things  go 
well  for  others.  If  good  fortune  smiles  upon  us,  let's  allow  it  to  reflect  upon  others 
and  help  them  become  the  exception  to  life's  mean  rule.  .  .  . 
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FINISHING  A  DELIGHTFUL  TASK 


by  the  Rev.  L.  E.  Ballard 
Greenville,  North  Carolina 


1AAA  in  the  process  of  finishing  what  to  me  has  been  a  very 
delightful  and  rewarding  task— a  task  to  which  I  have  de- 
voted quite  a  bit  of  my  time  during  the  past  two  months.  Part 
of  my  joy  comes  from  the  hope  that  what  I  have  done  will  prove 
a  blessing  to  the  denomination  to  which  I  have  devoted  the 
greater  part  of  my  time 
for  over  a  half  century. 

For  more  than  fifty 
years  I  have  been  col- 
lecting clippings  from  re- 
ligious p  u  b  I  i  c  a  t  i  ons 
(mostly  Free  Will  Bap- 
tist) and  from  newspa- 
pers. The  result  has 
been  an  accumulation  of 
several  thousand  clip- 
pings, dating  back  as  far 
as  1910.  To  this  collec- 
tion has  been  added  a 
goodly  number  of  items 
from  my  father's  "save- 
it-all"  boxes.  Some  of 
his  preserved  items  go 
back  well  into  the  last 
century.  Also,  my  sons 
have  contributed  a  num- 
ber of  items  of  Free  Will 
Baptist  interest,  which 
they  have  saved  over 
the  years. 

I  have  carefully  re- 
stored, repaired,  edited 
these  thousands  of  clip- 
pings, and  classified 
them  into  collections  in 
seven  categories,-  items 
in  each  category  being 
separated  into  smaller 
collections  by  use  of 
subject  files. 

In  addition  to  the 
thousands  of  clippings, 
I  have  also  inherited  and 
collected  many  old 
copies  of  Free  Will  Bap- 
tist publications  going 
back  into  the  last  cen- 
tury. Also  I  have  pre- 
served down  through  the 
years  special  copies  of  The  Free  Will  Baptist,  particularly  copies 
containing  information  of  historical  or  doctrinal  importance. 
All  these  items  are  going  into  a  filing  cabinet  especially  de- 
signed and  built  for  the  purpose.  The  sketch  submitted  here- 
with gives  an  idea  of  how  this  cabinet  will  look,  except  that 


the  subject  plates  on  each  of  the  drawers  will  be  far  smaller  in 
comparison  to  the  size  of  the  drawers  than  indicated  on  the 
sketch.  I  believe  that  the  filing  cabinet  will  be  such  as  to  do 
credit  to  the  importance  of  the  collection.  It  is  my  intention, 
with  the  concurrence  of  my  wife  and  sons,  that  this  collection 

eventually  become  a  part 
of  the  historical  collec- 
tion at  the  Mount  Olive 
College  library.  In  the 
meantime  (after  April  1, 
1974)  the  collection  will 
be  available  to  those 
who  might  want  to 
browse,  or  do  serious 
research,  at  my  home  in 
Greenville,  North  Caro- 
lina. 

Here  are  brief  sum- 
maries of  the  contents 
in  the  various  collec- 
tions: 

1 .  A  r  t  i  c  I  es  by  Bal- 
lards:  I  have  personally 
written  hundreds  of  ar- 
ticles for  The  Free  Will 
Baptist  and  other  reli- 
gious publications  dur- 
ing the  past  fifty  years, 
and  most  of  these  are  in 
the  collection.  Also  in- 
cluded are  between  thir- 
ty and  forty  Free  Will 
Baptist  related  short 
stories  (including  the 
"Bobby  and  Betty" 
series  published  in 
"Youth's  Banner"  in 
1947-48,  relating  experi- 
ences of  two  fictitious 
Free  Will  Baptist  young 
people,  but  based  on  the 
experiences  of  real 
young  people).  There 
are  also  over  40  of  my 
poems.  Several  of  my 
manuscripts  of  articles, 
stories,  and  playlets 
which  were  never  print- 
ed are  included.  Also 
there  are  articles,  stories,  and  playlets  written  by  my  wife  over 
the  years  and  printed  or  mimeographed  included;  as  are  a  num- 
ber of  the  writings  of  my  sons,  Beverly  and  Jerry,  which  per- 
tain to  religious  or  family  matters. 

(continued  on  page  ten) 
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SUNDAY,  FEBRUARY  3 

Scripture  Reading— Psalm  51 
Starlight  and  Sun 

A  man  in  Burma  found  a  copy  of  the 
Psalms  which  had  been  carelessly  discard- 
ed by  a  traveler  stopping  at  his  house.  He 
started  to  read  it,  became  more  and  more 
interested,  and  before  he  had  finished  re- 
solved to  cast  his  idols  away.  For  twenty 
years  he  worshiped  the  eternal  God  that 
David  worshiped,  God  as  revealed  to  him 
in  the  Psalms.  The  Fifty-First  Psalm  he 
came  to  appropriate  to  himself  as  his  daily 
prayer.  Then  he  received  from  a  mission- 
ary the  first  copy  of  the  New  Testament 
he  had  ever  seen.  This  brought  yet  great- 
er joy  to  his  heart.  He  said:  "For  twenty 
years  I  walked  by  starlight;  now  I  see  the 
sun!"  If  we  were  all  as  faithful  to  the 
light  we  have  as  was  this  humble  Burman, 
"our  lives  would  be  all  sunshine  in  the 
sweetness  of  our  Lord."— Moody  Monthly. 
Prayer  Thought 

Hopefully  we  will  not  be  as  unwilling  to 
he  faithful  to  God  as  we  are  to  one  an- 
other. The  definition  of  faithful  is  stead- 
fast in  affection  or  allegiance.  Try  it,  you 
may  receive  a  blessing. 

MONDAY,  FEBRUARY  4 
Scripture  Reading— Psalm  28:7 
Having  Our  Own  Way 
"A  friend  of  mine  was  going  down  the 
street  and  came  upon  two  lads,  one  of  them 
crying  as  if  his  heart  would  break.  My 
friend  said  to  the  other  one,  'What  is  the 
matter?'     'Nothing,   except  he  just  wants 
to  have  his  own  way,'  came  the  answer. 
My  friend  walked  down  the  street  saying 
to  himself,  'That  is  just  the  matter  with 
me  and  has  been  for  forty  years.    I  have 
been  trying  to  have  my  own  way  and  blub- 
bering because  I  could  not  have  it.'  "—A. 
C.  Dixon,  in  Moody  Monthly. 

Prayer  Thought 
How  often  we  cry  for  our  way.  Many 
of  us  never  advance  from  a  state  of  in- 
fancy.   God  never  promised  us  our  way 
or  a  rose  garden  either. 

TUESDAY,  FEBRUARY  5 
Scripture  Reading— 2  Timothy  1:7 


After  the  Prayer 

A  new  organ,  so  the  story  goes,  had  been 
installed  in  a  New  York  City  church.  A 
rare  and  costly  instrument  it  was.  The 
first  Sunday  it  was  used,  the  electric  cur- 
rent that  was  required  to  operate  the  con- 
sole went  off  at  a  point  early  in  the  ser- 
vice. A  hurried  call  for  help  brought  a 
mechanic.  Soon  a  note  was  sent  up  and 
handed  to  the  organist.  The  note  said, 
"After  the  prayer,  the  power  will  be  on!" 
That  mechanic  did  not  realize  what  depths 
and  heights  of  truth  were  in  the  suggestive- 
ness  of  those  simple  words.  A  prayerless 
church  is  a  powerless  church;  a  church  that 
mightily  prays  will  mightily  achieve  for 
God  and  His  kingdom.— Christian  Digest. 
Prayer  Thought 

We  are  so  hardheaded  and  hardhearted 
that  we  cannot  accept  a  simple  statement 
that  if  we  hut  ask  God  for  help  it  will  be 
forthcoming. 

WEDNESDAY,  FEBRUARY  6 

Scripture  Reading— Job  36:24 

The  Story  of  Two  Brothers 

There  were  two  boys  in  the  Taylor  fam- 
ily. The  older  said  he  must  make  a  name 
for  his  family,  and  so  turned  his  face  to- 
ward Parliament  and  fame.  The  younger 
decided  to  give  his  life  to  the  service  of 
Christ  and  so  turned  his  face  toward  China 
and  duty.  Hudson  Taylor,  the  missionary, 
died,  beloved  and  known  on  every  conti- 
nent. "But  when  I  looked  in  the  Encyclo- 
pedia to  see  what  the  other  son  had  done, 
I  found  these  words,  'The  brother  of  Hud- 
son Taylor.'  "—Selected. 

Prayer  Thought 

All  of  us  aspire  fame  and  fortune  even 
if  we  do  not  admit  it.  What  greater 
achievement  could  be  obtained  than  God's 
approval  and  redemption! 

THURSDAY,  FEBRUARY  7 

Scripture  Reading— Job  23:6 

When  Storm  Has  Passed 

Some  years  ago,  a  seventy-five-mile-an- 
hour  hurricane  hit  the  thirty-five-million- 
dollar  Golden  Gate  Bridge,  and  bent  it 
twelve  and  a  half  feet  out  of  line.  Yet  the 
New  York  engineer  said  that  it  was  un- 
damaged. "It  was  built,"  he  explained,  "to 
bend  eighteen  feet  before  it  will  break." 
Christians  are  made  to  stand  the  storms  of 
life;  clouds  of  adversity  do  not  destroy 
them,  for  strong  Christian  faith  outlasts  the 
storm  and  looks  for  a  sky  that  will  be 
"cloudless  clear  after  rain."— Secret  Place. 
Prayer  Thought 

It  has  been  said  that  God  will  not  place 
more  hardships  upon  us  than  we  are  cap- 
able of  bearing.  We  care  a  great  deal  strong- 
er than  we  think,  especially  if  we  keep  God 
close  at  fiand. 

FRIDAY,  FEBRUARY  8 

Scripture  Reading— Psalm  104:34 

In  the  Hollow  of  His  Hand 
During  an  earthquake,  a  few  years  ago, 


the  inhabitants  of  a  small  village  were  very/, 
much  alarmed. 

One  old  woman,  whom  they  all  knew, 
was  surprisingly,  calm  and  joyous. 

At  length,  one  of  them  said  to  her, 
"Mother,  are  you  not  afraid?" 

"No.  I  rejoice  to  know  that  I  have  a 
God  who  can  shake  the  world."— New  Cen- 
tury Leader. 

Prayer  Thought 
Our  God  created  the  world  and  He  can 
shake  it  anytime  He  sees  fit.  If  man  is 
able  to  perform  his  few  paltry  acts  we 
would  certainly  be  disappointed  if  God 
could  not  even  manage  a  hurricane  or  cy- 
clone. 

SATURDAY,  FEBRUARY  9 
Scripture   Reading— Matthew  6:20 

How  to  Save 
The  story  is  told  of  a  man  who  con- 
tributed the  money  to  build  a  church. 
Later  on  he  lost  all  his  property.  "If  you 
had  the  money  you  put  into  that  church," 
someone  said  to  him,  "you  could  start 
again."  But  the  good  man  wisely  replied: 
"That  is  the  only  money  I  have  saved.  If 
I  had  not  given  it  to  the  Lord  it  would 
have  gone  with  the  rest.  Now  it  will  al- 
ways be  mine."—  Moody  Monthly. 

Prayer  Thought 
You  have  heard  it  said  that  you  can  tell 
people's  reputations  by  the  company  they 
keep.  By  the  same  token  you  can  tell  where 
people's  interest  lies  according  to  where 
they  spend  their  time  and  money. 

(Devotions  used  by  permission,  Knight's 
Master  Book  of  New  Illustrations,  Eerd- 
mans  Press.) 


THE  SUN  SEEKERS 

World  Wide  Pictures  has  selected  the 
new  film  The  Sun  Seekers:  A  Surf  Odys- 
sey, produced  by  Outreach  Films  in  Bur- 
bank,  for  screening  with  their  newest 
feature  production  Time  to  Run.  Bill 
Brown,  president  of  World  Wide  Pictures, 
said  a  special  5-minute  version  of  the 
27-minute  film  has  been  made  for  use 
with  their  feature.  The  Sun  Seekers  was 
chosen  because  of  its  positive  Christian 
statement  and  general  interest  for  young 
audiences.  Mr.  Brown  also  states  that 
The  Sun  Seekers  is  "one  of  the  most  ex- 
citing, best  produced  Christian  films  I 
have  seen  and  deserves  the  widest  pos- 
sible exposure." 

Time  to  Run,  still  in  special  preview 
screenings,  has  been  seen  by  some  three 
million  people  and  will  go  into  general 
theatrical  distribution  along  with  the 
short  version  of  The  Sun  Seekers  early 
next  spring. 


God's  mirror  reveals  but  never  cleans- 
es. 
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Honors  Abundant  for  Living  Bible  Translator 


Dr.  Kenneth  N.  Taylor  of  Wheaton, 
Illinois,  has  achieved  fame  the  world 
over  for  a  task  he  began  as  a  labor  of 
love  for  his  children. 

His  paraphrase  of  the  entire  Bible, 
The  Living  Bible,  has  sold  over  seven 
million  copies  since  it  was  first  issued 
two  years  ago  by  Tyndale  House  Publish- 
ers, the  company  Dr.  Taylor  heads.  It 
has  been  on  the  best  seller  lists  through- 
out the  nation  ever  since  it  came  out. 

Dr.  Taylor  has  received  so  many  hon- 
ors as  a  result  of  his  endeavor  that  he 
has  to  weave  the  acceptance  ceremonies 
into  his  regular  schedule.  They  range 
from  receiving  honorary  college  degrees 
to  humanitarian  and  religious  awards. 

Paradoxically,  Dr.  Taylor  was  recently 
chosen  to  receive  the  first  Nelson  Bible 
Award  from  one  of  his  competitors  in  the 
sale  of  Bibles.  The  award  was  created 
by  Thomas  Nelson,  Inc.,  a  company  whose 
name  has  been  synonymous  with  Bible 
publishing  for  a  century  and  which  is- 
sued the  Revised  Standard  Version  of 
the  Bible. 

"It  is  a  high  privilege  to  give  the  first 
Nelson  Bible  Award  to  a  man  whose  work 
has  inspired  millions  to  read  God's 
Word,"  said  Sam  Z.  Moore,  president  of 


Thomas    Nelson.    "The    Living  Bible 

through  its  contemporary  language  has 
thrown  light  on  the  meaning  of  the 
Scripture  for  all  ages,"  Moore  said. 

The  Nelson  Bible  Award  is  to  be  given 
annually  to  one  or  two  individuals  who 
have  in  some  outstanding  way  brought 
honor  to  the  Word  of  God,  according  to 
W.  Maxey  Jarman,  founder  of  Genesco, 
one  of  the  world's  largest  clothing  manu- 
facturers, and  chairman  of  the  selection 
committee. 

Another  award  given  recently  to  Dr. 
Taylor  for  his  paraphrase  of  the  Bible, 
a  task  which  took  14  years  to  complete, 
was  the  Distinguished  Service  Citation 
presented  by  the  International  Society  of 
Christian  Endeavor.  Previous  citation 
recipients  include:  Admiral  Richard  E. 
Byrd,  Herbert  C.  Hoover,  President  Rich- 
ard Nixon,  Dr.  Billy  Graham,  Roy  Rogers 
and  Dale  Evans,  and  Jerome  Hines. 

Dr.  Taylor  began  paraphrasing  the  Bi- 
ble in  an  effort  to  hold  the  interest  of 
his  10  children  during  daily  family  devo- 
tions. When  publishers  later  refused  to 
print  this  modern  translation,  he  had  it 
printed  privately.  The  work  ultimately 
resulted  in  creation  of  Tyndale  House 


HAVE  YOUR  PLANS 
CHANGED? 

by  the  Rev.  J.  Stewart  Humphrey 
Greenville,  North  Carolina 

-fl  CCORDING  to  Matthew,  the  wise  men 
1 1  returned  to  their  homes  in  the  East 
another  way.  Their  encounter  with  the 
Christ  of  Bethlehem's  stall  had  changed 
their  lives.  They  had  searched  long  and 
hard  for  the  King  whose  sign  they  had 
seen  in  the  heavens.  Religious  leaders 
in  Jerusalem  had  told  them  where  He 
(the  King)  might  be  found. 

They  found  the  Child  in  the  appointed 
place  and  lay  their  treasures  before  Him. 
They  then  returned  to  their  homes  an- 
other way.  Just  how  the  wise  men 
found  the  Child,  and  the  fact  that  they 
brought  gifts,  has  its  importance;  but 
what  happened  after  meeting  the  Christ 
is  even  more  important. 

The  fact  that  the  wise  men  went 
home  another  way  indicates  that  these 
visitors  from  the  East  grasped  the 
uniqueness  of  the  Child  (King)  they  had 
seen.  Being  warned  by  God  in  a  dream, 
a  medium  of  communication  they  were 
familiar  with,  they  went  home  another 
way. 

Christmas  has  passed  once  again  and 
we  find  ourselves  thrown  back  once 
more  into  the  day-by-day,  blow-by-blow, 
living  of  life.  Are  we  going  another 
way?  Did  the  meeting  of  the  Christ 
Child  make  any  difference  in  our  plans 
for  the  year  ahead? 

Have  we  gone  back  to  the  legalism, 
the  confusion,  and  the  anxious  futility 
that  has  for  so  long  characterized  our 
lives?  or  have  we  gone  another  way? 
Have  we  dared  to  open  new  doors  and 
say  new  things— good  things  instead  of 
despiteful  things— and  go  to  different 
places  rather  than  the  old  haunts  of  sin? 
Have  we  gone  back  to  trusting  in  kings 
and  princes  of  this  earth  and  obeying 
their  commands?  or  h:ve  we  heard  the 
beat  of  a  different  drummer,  the  call  of 
a  new  Lord— the  Lord  of  glory  and  the 
Son  of  God,  Jesus  the  Christ? 

Publishers,  now  a  leading  publisher  of 
religious  material. 

Any  of  the  above  translations  may  be 
purchased  at  the  Ayden  Bible  and  Book- 
store, 811  North  Lee  Street,  Ayden, 
North  Carolina,  or  any  of  its  branch 
stores  at  Smithfield,  New  Bern,  and  Wil- 
son, North  Carolina. 
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New  Growth 


BY  MRS.  ROYCE  MATTHEWS 


COURAGE 

Does  it  ever  bother  you  that  you  have 
never  exercised  your  daredevil  thoughts 
into  actually  racing  a  car?  That  you've 
never  experienced  the  exhilarating  feel- 
ing of  a  free  fall,  then  the  safety  jerk 
of  the  opening  parachute? 

That  you've  never  defied  gravity  in 
taking  the  controls  for  your  first  solo 
flight?  That  you've  never  rowed  down 
the  rapids  in  an  open  canoe? 

Have  you  ever  been  in  a  crowd  of 
thousands  and  wondered  what  it  takes 
to  capture  minds  and  mold  them  to  your 
political  views? 

What  does  it  take  to  fly  through  the 
air  on  a  motorcycle  and  land  safely  on 
the  other  side  of  a  pyramid  of  cars?  To 
streak  down  a  snow-covered  mountain 
on  a  pair  of  skies?  To  look  an  angry 
bull  in  the  eye  with  only  a  sword  be- 
tween you  and  certain  death  as  a  crowd- 
ed arena  cheers  wildly? 

What  does  it  take  to  stand  over  a  pa- 
tient whose  very  life  depends  on  the 
scalpel  you  hold  in  your  hand? 

In  each  of  these  situations  it  takes 
a  force  within  to  perform  that  particu- 
lar task.   This  force  is  courage. 

Do  we  sometimes  envy  the  courage 
demonstrated  in  these  spectacular  ways, 
when  our  lives  seem  so  filled  with  medio- 
cre sameness?  The  courage  taken  to 
perform  daredevil  acts  is  small  com- 
pared to  the  courage  God  gives  us  to 
turn  our  backs  on  Satan  and  say,  "Jesus 
is  my  Lord." 

Does  it  not  take  courage  to  enable  us 
to  share  Jesus  with  a  friend?  that  gives 
us  the  extra  special  something  to  refuse 
conformity  to  Satan's  disguises?  that 
allows  us  to  say  "no"  to  our  children 
when  their  friends  get  permission?  to 
ask  a  stranger,  "Do  you  know  Jesus?" 

Does  it  not  take  courage  to  live  every- 
day in  the  narrow  way  when  everywhere 
you  turn  the  broad  way  is  like  a  mag- 
net pulling  at  you? 

Yes,  courage  has  many  faces,  and  the 
courage  it  takes  in  the  ordinary  day  is 
no  small  amount.  Where  would  we  be 
without  it? 

Surely  it  is  one  of  God's  most  mar- 
velous gifts! 


of 

DENOMINATIONAL  INTEREST 


Pleasant  Plain  Sunday  School 
Awards  Attendance  Pins 

On  Sunday,  January  20,  Mr.  Derward 
Jones,  superintendent  of  the  Sunday 
School  of  Pleasant  Plain  Free  Will  Bap- 
tist Church,  Route  2,  Selma,  North  Caro- 
lina, presented  perfect  attendance  pins 
to  the  following  who  had  a  perfect  at- 
tendance record  for  the  year,  1973: 
twenty-fourth  year,  Eddie  Brown;  eigh- 
teenth year,  Alice  Parker;  fifteenth  year, 
Lois  Jones  and  Wade  Pace,-  thirteenth 
year,  Hilda  Pace,-  twelfth  year,  Charles 
Brown,  Artie  Mae  Brown,  Shelby  Jones, 
David  Jones,  and  Pearl  Newsome,- 
eleventh  year,  Wendy  Parker  and  Tam- 
my Jones,-  tenth  year,  Derward  Jones,- 
ninth  year,  Jimmy  Radford  and  Annie 
Taylor,-  eighth  year,  Linwood  Radford, 
Brenda  Radford,  D.  G.  Jones  Jr.,  Fonda 
Jones,  Peggy  Jones,  and  Kim  Burgess; 
sixth  year,  Jamie  Jones  and  Jo  Anne 
Radford;  fifth  year,  Dale  Parker. 

Oak  Grove  Revival 
February  4-9 

Revival  services  are  scheduled  for  Oak 
Grove  Free  Will  Baptist  Church,  Route  3, 
Elm  City,  North  Carolina,  for  the  week  of 
February  4-9.  Services  will  begin  each 
evening  at  7:30  with  the  Rev.  Frank 
Thompson,  Johnson  City,  Tennessee,  as 
the  visiting  evangelist.  Mr.  Thompson  is 
known  as  "the  walking  Bible."  The  pas- 
tor, the  Rev.  George  Greene,  will  assist 
in  the  services  which  will  feature  special 
singing  each  evening,  along  with  good 
gospel  preaching.  Everyone  is  cordially 
invited  to  attend. 


When  you  get  to  the  end  of  your  rope, 
tie  a  knot  and  hang  on. 


It  doesn't  make  any  difference  what 
brand  of  polish  you  use;  you  have  to 
mix  elbow  grease  with  it  to  make  it 
shine  the  shoes. 


Coming  Events  .  .  . 

April  5-7-Free  Will  Baptist  Camp-Out, 
Eagle's  Nest  Conference  Center,  Mount 
Olive  College,  Mount  Olive,  North  Caro- 
lina 


Churches  and  Ministers 
Available 

(Note:  This  column  is  provided,  when 
needed,  for  any  church  that  is  seeking  a 
pastor  and  for  any  minister  who  is  seeking 
a  church  to  serve  and  would  like  to  give 
such  notice.  Please  send  the  necessary  in- 
formation to  the  editor  ol  "The  Free  Will 
Baptist."  Each  notice  will  .run  for  two  is- 
sues only.) 


Mr.  Charles  Lynwood  Renfrow  an- 
nounces that  he  is  available  for  supply 
work  among  the  Free  Will  Baptist  De- 
nomination. He  is  a  licensed  minister, 
licensed  by  Everett's  Chapel  Free  Will 
Baptist  Church,  Clayton,  North  Carolina. 
He  may  be  contacted  at  802  East  Home 
Street,  Clayton,  North  Carolina  27520; 
telephone  553-7800. 


CORRECTION  PLEASE! 

In  the  January  23,  1974,  issue  of  "The 
Free  Will  Baptist,"  on  Page  15,  under  the 
heading  of  MISSIONS,  in  the  recap  for 
the  Home  Missions  treasury,  it  states: 
Less  loan  to  Eastwood  church,  $2,500. 
This  should  have  read:  Less  loan  from 
Eastwood  church,  $2,500.  We  are  sorry 
about  this  error. 


CHANGE  OF  ADDRESS 

Please  note  the  change  of  address  for 
the  Rev.  and  Mrs.  C.  J.  (Joe  and  Faye) 
Barrow.  Their  new  address  is  5200 
South  Buckner  Boulevard,  Dallas,  Texas 
75227.  All  correspondence  to  them 
should  be  directed  to  this  new  address. 


It  is  said  that  an  Englishman  gets  three 
laughs  from  a  joke:  the  first  when  it  is 
told,  the  second  when  it  is  explained  to 
him,  and  the  third  when  he  catches  on! 


Knockers  belong  on  a  door,  not  in 
church. 
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Attention,  Study 
Course  Chairmen  of 
The  Eastern  District! 

The  new  year  is  passing  rapidly  and 
it  is  time  to  start  our  study  courses  in 
the  woman's  auxiliary  work.  As  Chris- 
tian women  we  should  "Study  to  show 
ourselves  approved  unto  God,  a  work- 
man that  needeth  not  to  be  ashamed, 
rightly  dividing  the  word  of  truth"  (see 
2  Timothy  2:15). 

There  are  five  areas  of  study  recom- 
mended, and  three  are  required  to  be 
A-l  on  the  Standard  of  Achievement 
Chart.  These  areas  are:  Missions,  Pray- 
er, Stewardship,  Evangelism,  and  the 
Manual  of  Methods.  There  is  a  real 
need  for  the  study  of  the  Manual  in  the 
beginning  of  the  year  because  so  many 
new  officers  and  members  do  not  know 
all  their  duties,  and  to  be  an  efficient 
auxiliary,  its  members  must  know  the 
method  of  operation. 

Keep  up  with  the  number  of  courses 
that  are  taught  and  the  number  of  mem- 
bers you  have  present  for  each  class. 
Also,  be  sure  to  report  these  when  you 
send  in  your  report  to  the  convention. 

As  we  study  these  areas  of  God's 
work,  let  us,  as  Christian  women,  do  our 
part  in  helping  to  spread  the  gospel  in 
1974. 

Respectfully  submitted, 
Mrs.  Richard  J.  Bryan 


KEEPING  RECORDS 

The  importance  of  keeping  accurate 
records  cannot  be  stressed  too  much. 
All  secretaries  are  charged  with  the  re- 
sponsibility of  not  only  recording  pro- 
ceedings of  meetings,  reports,  et  cetera, 
but  filing  and  keeping  them  in  a  safe 
place. 

It  has  been  my  privilege  to  read  re- 
ports and  minutes  of  our  State  Auxiliary 
Conventions  from  1938  until  the  present 
date.  The  State  Auxiliary  was  organized 
in  May,  1927  (Free  Will  Baptist,  May  15, 
1957),  at  the  First  Free  Will  Baptist 


Church  in  Goldsboro,  North  Carolina. 
There  is  no  record  of  the  state  work 
from  1927  to  May  1933.  I  hope  some- 
one has  a  copy  of  the  minutes  of  the 
first  eleven  years  of  the  North  Carolina 
State  Woman's  Auxiliary  Convention  and 
that  these  will  be  made  available  for  our 
permanent  record.  If  any  reader  knows 
of  such  a  record,  we  will  be  happy  to 
make  copies  for  the  state  record  and 
return  the  original  to  whoever  now  holds 
it. 


Attention,  Conference 
Directors! 

If  you  are  directing  a  conference  at 
Cragmont  for  the  1974  season,  please 
get  this  information  to  Mr.  Bill  Daven- 
port during  January,  1974.  It  is  very 
important  that  complete  information  be 
secured  for  registration  purposes  which 
will  be  published  in  February. 

Cragmont  Board  of  Stockholders, 
DeWayne  Eakes,  Publicity  Director 


ANOTHER  STEP 

FORWARD 

On  January  8,  at  a  meeting  of  the 
Board  of  Stockholders  of  Cragmont  As- 
sembly, Inc.,  a  big  step  forward  was  tak- 
en. A  proposal  for  the  renovation  of  the 
Main  Building  was  adopted,  an  addi- 
tional $5,000  v/as  paid  on  the  indebted- 
ness of  the  kitchen-dining  hall,  and  best 


From  my  recent  study,  I  have  learned 
that  ten  years  ago  we  had  100  more 
people  attending  the  State  Auxiliary 
Convention  than  we  did  in  1972.  Surely 
our  membership  has  increased.  How  is 
our  interest? 

The  statistics  on  where  our  funds  are 
used  have  not  changed,  the  emphasis  has 
always  been  on  supporting  all  phases  of 
denominational  work. 

We  now  have  a  Standard  of  Achieve- 
ment Chart  by  which  you  determine  how 
your  auxiliary  should  be  rated.  Guide- 
lines for  an  A-l  auxiliary  are  on  the 
chart  which  can  be  obtained  from  any  of 
the  Press  Bible  and  Bookstores.  The 
same  information  is  provided  on  the 
back  cover  of  the  Auxiliary  Manual.  Use 
these  guidelines,  keep  an  accurate 
record,  and  send  a  completely  filled-in 
report  to  your  district  convention.  I 
hope  that  more  auxiliaries  than  ever  be- 
fore have  reached  the  A-l  status, 
(continued  on  page  twelve) 


of  all,  a  public  relations  director  was 
hired. 

Mr.  Bill  Davenport  was  hired  to  do 
full-time  public  relations  work  during  the 
months  he  is  not  involved  in  encamp- 
ments at  the  assembly.  The  Cragmont 
Board  of  Stockholders  feels  that  this  is 
an  important  step  in  maintaining  and  in- 
creasing the  support,  both  financially 
and  in  terms  of  campers  and  guests. 

The  success  of  Mr.  Davenport's  work 
will  depend  largely  upon  our  ministers 
and  churches  giving  him  an  opportunity 
to  present  the  Cragmont  program  to  our 
people.  Mr.  Davenport  will  be  available 
for  Sunday  morning,  evening  worship, 
and  midweek  services.  You  may  con- 
tact him  at  the  following  address:  Route 
1,  Box  610-A,  Newport,  North  Carolina 
28570. 

Give  Mr.  Davenport  a  chance  to  speak 
to  your  church  or  church  group.  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Davenport  will  also  be  the 
Cragmont  managers  for  the  1974  season. 
Happy  camping! 

Cragmont  Board  of  Stockholders, 
DeWayne  Eakes,  Publicity  Director 
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'  %  FREE  WILL  BAPTIST  CHILDREN'S  HOME 

T*y^1  A  Christian  Home  for  Boys  and  Girls" 

-  J?//       MIDDLESEX,  NORTH  CVKOMM A  27557 

Phone  (919)  235-4079 


MR.  SAMMY  WEEKS,  Superintendent 


Albemarle  Cottage  to 
Be  Renovated  In  1974 


Shown  in  the  photo  above  is  the  Rev. 
Henry  Armstrong,  pastor  of  Lee's  Chapel 
Free  Will  Baptist  Church,  Dunn,  North 
Carolina,  presenting  a  $600  check  from 
his  church  to  the  Home's  superintendent 
to  be  used  for  the  Albemarle  Cottage  I 
renovation.  This  was  the  first  contri- 
bution received  towards  this  project. 

Both  Albemarle  Cottages  I  and  II  are 
scheduled  to  be  completely  renovated 
during  the  summer  of  1974.  This  ac- 
tion was  approved  by  the  Home's  Board 
of  Trustees  at  its  last  meeting.  The 
renovation  will  cost  between  $40,000 
and  $50,000. 

The  Cape  Fear  Conference,  during  its 
last  session,  passed  a  resolution  to  raise 
$20,000  toward  renovating  Albemarle 
Cottage  II,  and  the  Albemarle  Confer- 
ence has  endorsed  a  fund-raising  cam- 
paign for  their  churches  towards  reno- 
vating Albemarle  Cottage  I.  Even  with 
outstanding  participation  from  churches 
of  these  two  conferences,  due  to  them 
being  small  in  number,  it  is  doubtful  that 
they  will  raise  the  entire  amount  need- 
ed. That  is  the  purpose  of  this  article: 
to  ask  other  churches  and  individuals  to 
help  in  this  needed,  worthwhile  project. 
At  this  point,  we  must  stress  that  any 


contribution  towards  this  project  must 
be  above  the  regular  financial  support. 

Some  may  ask,  Why  is  this  renovation 
needed  so  badiy?  In  the  first  place,  the 
building  affords  little  sleeping  and  bath- 
ing privacy  for  the  boys  living  there. 
They  sleep  in  open  squad-bay  type  dor- 
mitories and  bathe  in  one  public  bath. 
In  the  second  place,  the  building  is  made 
up  of  highly  inflammable  materials  which 
fall  below  the  health  and  safety  stan- 
dards of  our  state.  The  renovation  will 
provide  semiprivate  rooms  with  connect- 
ing baths,  and  will  bring  the  building  up 
to  North  Carolina's  health  and  safety 
standards.  This  is  the  least  we  Free 
Will  Baptists  can  do  for  our  twenty-six 
boys  (Ages  4-14)  who  live  in  the  Albe- 
marle building  (Comprising  Cottages  I 
and  II).  Pictures  reflecting  the  physical 
condition  of  the  building  will  appear  in 
future  issues  of  The  Free  Will  Baptist,  so 
please  watch  for  them. 

If  any  reader  or  church  wishes  to 
make  a  contribution  towards  this  project, 
please  be  sure  to  indicate  that  the  dona- 
tion is  for  the  Albemarle  Renovation 
Fund.  Names  of  churches  or  persons 
contributing  $500  or  more  to  this  fund 
during  1974  will  be  placed  on  a  marble 
plaque  which  will  be  installed  in  the 
foyers  of  each  cottage.  Anyone  desiring 
further  information  regarding  this  proj- 
ect, please  contact  the  superintendent. 

This  project  will  require  the  total, 
faithful  support  from  each  of  us  if  it  is 
going  to  be  successful.  Let's  all  unite 
in  work  and  prayer  pressing  for  its  com- 
pletion without  delay. 


CUB  SCOUT  PACK  401 
VISIT 

The  Cub  Scout  Pack  401  of  Black  Jack 
Free  Will  Baptist  Church,  Route  3,  Green- 
ville, North  Carolina,  visited  the  Chil- 
dren's Home  on  Saturday,  January  12. 
The  pack  is  composed  of  their  Cubmas- 
ter,  Mr.  Billy  Elks;  Den  Mothers,  Mrs. 
Judith  Hudson  and  Mrs.  Merelene  Pitt- 
man;  ai.J  members,  Timmy  Elks,  Chris 


Buck,  Chris  Stancil,  Mike  Gurkins, 
Gregory  Mobley,  David  Johnston,  Jeffery 
Hudson,  Billy  Kittrell,  Bobbie  Bazen,  and 
Stacy  McCarter, 

This  fine  group  of  young  men  chose 
the  Children's  Home  as  their  "Goodwill 
Project"  for  December.  They  went 
about  their  neighborhood  collecting  cash, 
toilet  articles,  linens,  and  school  sup- 
plies for  our  children.  They  presented 
their  gifts  to  the  Home's  superintendent 
during  their  visit  which  included  a  $100 
check  and  about  $300  worth  of  com- 
modities. 


During  their  visit,  the  Cubs  received  a 
tour  of  the  Home  by  the  Rev.  Gene  Britt, 
director  of  campus  life.  Also,  they  re- 
mained and  ate  lunch  with  our  children. 

This  was  truly  a  magnificent  project 
and  one  of  which  these  youngsters 
should  be  very  proud.  They  labored 
hard  and  faithful  and  we  at  the  Home 
are  very  grateful.  Come  back,  young 
Cubs  and  leaders,  real  soon! 

British  Chapel 
Woman's  Auxiliary 
Visits  the  Home 

On  Sunday,  January  13,  several  ladies 
of  the  Woman's  Auxiliary  of  British 
Chapel  Free  Will  Baptist  Church  of  Kin- 
ston,  North  Carolina,  visited  the  Chil- 
dren's Home.  They  attended  the  morn- 
ing worship  service  and  stayed  for  lunch 
in  the  dining  hall.  British  Chapel  is  the 
sponsor  for  Janice  Tebo,  one  of  our 
senior  high  school  girls.  After  lunch, 
Janice  carried  the  ladies  on  a  tour  of 
the  campus.  At  the  end  of  the  tour,  the 
auxiliary  presented  the  Home  with  linens 
and  a  cash  contribution  which  totaled 
around  $120. 


Any  coward  can  praise  Christ,  but  it 
takes  a  courageous  man  to  follow  Him. 
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YOUTH  EVANGELISM 

by  the  Rev.  Charlie  Overton 
Ahoskie,  North  Carolina 


mUCH  has  been  said  about  training 
the  youth  of  today  for  tomorrow's 
world,  and  I  believe  we  should  train  our 
young  people  to  put  Christ  first  in  their 
lives.  The  Bible  surely  teaches  that 
such  should  be  done.  I  believe  that 
every  Christian  should  have  an  earnest 
desire  and  effort  to  spread  the  gospel  of 
Christ  to  everyone  possible.  Jesus 
Christ  commanded  that  this  should  be 
done,  and  He  promised  that  He  would 
be  with  us  even  unto  the  end  of  the 
world.  (See  Matthew  28:19,  20.)  To 
me  this  is  evangelism. 

During  my  years  in  the  ministry,  many 
mothers  have  said  to  me,  "Preacher,  one 
thing  I  don't  understand  in  the  Bible  is 
Proverbs  22:6,  'Train  up  a  child  in  the 
way  he  should  go:  and  when  he  is  old,  he 
will  not  depart  from  it.' " 

First,  let's  be  honest  about  it.  How 
many  of  these  mothers  and  fathers  real- 
ly train  their  children  in  the  way  they 
should  go?  I  would  say  to  them,  "Come 
now,  and  let  us  reason  together,  .  .  ." 
(Isaiah  1:18).  Suppose  I  would  ask,  "Do 
you  have  a  family  altar  in  the  home?" 
More  than  likely  the  answer  would  be, 
"No."  Then  suppose  I  would  ask,  "Do 
you  take  your  children  to  Sunday  school 
and  church  each  Sunday?"  Again  the 
answer  might  not  be  in  accord  with 
God's  teachings,  but  would  be,  "Preach- 
er, we  send  them  when  it  is  so  we  can." 
Again  I  could  ask,  "I  guess  they  have 
heard  you  pray  to  God  to  keep  them  in 
the  paths  of  righteousness?"  The  an- 
swer might  be,  "No  Preacher,  I  cannot 
pray  in  an  audible  voice."  Friends,  to 
me  that  is  not  fulfilling  this  verse  of 
Scripture  (Proverbs  22:6)  as  a  faithful 
mothe-  and  father. 

Now  let  us  look  at  the  word  old  as 
recorded  in  this  verse  of  Scripture.  The 
word  eld  generally  means  the  opposite 
of  yceng.  Maybe  they  have  lived  for 
many  years  (twenty-one  or  older),  but  I 
believe  if  the  love  of  God  has  been  in- 
doctrinated in  their  young,  tender  hearts 
and  minds,  when  they  are  old  they  will 
return  to  God  if  they  have  strayed  from 
the  fold.  Yes,  they  will  portray  a  pic- 
ture of  the  prodigal  son  when  he  come 
to  himself.  Remember  the  prodigal  son 
said,  ".  .  .  How  many  hired  servants  of 
my  father's  have  bread  enough  and  to 


spare,  and  I  perish  with  hunger!  I  will 
arise  and  go  to  my  father,  and  will  say 
unto  him,  Father,  I  have  sinned  against 
heaven,  and  before  thee,  And  am  no  more 
worthy  to  be  called  thy  son:  make  me 
as  one  of  thy  hired  servants"  (Luke  15: 
17-19). 

During  my  ministry  I  have  seen  young 
boys  and  girls  come  to  the  altar  and  sur- 
render their  young  lives  to  Jesus,  fol- 
lowed by  baptism  and  the  receiving  into 
the  church.  Sad  to  say,  but  during  any 
of  these  services  their  parents  were  not 
present.  I  have  seen  it  happen  many 
times  when  the  father  was  not  present. 
In  cases  like  these,  if  the  child  would 
make  a  mistake  and  go  astray,  his 
parents  would  be  the  first  to  say,  "I 
trained  my  child  in  the  way  he  should 
go."  But  did  they  really  do  it?  No, 
they  did  not! 

I  said  the  above  to  help  drive  home  to 
every  father  and  mother  in  the  Albe- 
marle Conference  (of  which  I  am  a 
member)  and  other  conferences  as  well, 
to  urge  your  young  people  to  attend  the 
youth  meetings  of  your  conference. 
Young  people  of  the  Albemarle  Confer- 
ence, we  urge  you  to  be  present  at  the 
Conference  Youth  Meeting  to  be  held  at 
Mount  Tabor  Free  Will  Baptist  Church, 
Creswell,  North  Carolina,  Saturday,  Feb- 
ruary 9,  beginning  at  7:30  p.m.  Mother 
and  Father,  come  and  be  with  them  be- 
cause we  plan  to  have  a  good  time  in 
worshiping  God  and  fellowshiping  one 
with  another. 

Men  and  women,  the  world  over,  stand 
ready  to  condemn  our  young  people  for 
all  their  mistakes  in  life,-  but  many 
times  we  could  give  them  a  little  more 
of  our  time,  helping  them  to  serve  God 
in  spirit  and  in  truth. 

Tho  second  Saturday  night  in  January 
the  Albemarle  Youth  Meeting  was  held 
at  Mount  Zion  Free  Will  Baptist  Church 
near  Plymouth,  North  Carolina.  But  sad 
to  say,  only  two  pastors  and  three  other 
adults  were  present.  However,  our 
hearts  were  really  blessed  as  we  heard 
these  fine  young  people  sing,  read,  and 
give  such  wonderful  testimonies.  Adults, 
they  need  our  support!  They  need  it  bad- 
ly, so  please  be  sure  to  be  with  them  at 
Mount  Tabor  church  the  second  Satur- 
day night  in  February  that  they  may 
know  and  hear  the  words  of  the  wise 


MY  PRAYER 

by  Mrs.  Luther  Tugwell 

Dear  Lord,  help  me  grow  old  graciously 
As  down  life's  pathway  I  trod; 

Help  me  to  be  filled  with  ecstasy- 
Help  me  to  live  close  to  God. 

Help  me  to  be  a  friend  to  all- 
Help  me  to  show  others  the  way. 

Let  my  life  be  as  a  symbol 
In  all  that  I  do  and  say. 

Dear  God,  you  did  not  promise  me 
No  crosses  I'd  have  to  bear,- 

So  please,  dear  God,  give  me  strength 
And  help  me  my  burdens  share. 

Help  me  to  live  a  life  on  earth 
That  others  may  see  and  know 

That  to  walk  close  to  you,  God, 
Is  the  right  and  only  way  to  go. 


God  Is  By  My  Side 

(The  poem  below  was  written  twelve 
and  one-half  years  ago  by  Bentley  Oliver, 
a  member  of  Mount  Zion  Free  Will  Bap- 
tist Church,  Roper,  North  Carolina.  It 
was  submitted  by  Mrs.  Mae  Oliver  of 
Roper.) 

When  evening  shadows  gather  nigh 
And  twinkling  stars  light  up  the  sky, 

I  hear  my  Saviour  say  to  me, 
"I  made  it  all  for  you  to  see." 

My  heart  grows  warm  with  faith  and 
pride 

To  know  that  God  is  by  my  side. 


Chain  and  All 

A  minister  was  talking  to  a  man  in 
the  inquiry  room.  The  man  said,  "My 
heart  is  so  hard  it  seems  as  if  it  was 
chained,  and  I  cannot  come."  "Come 
along,  chain  and  all,"  said  the  minister, 
and  he  just  came  to  Christ,  hard  heart, 
chain,  and  all,  and  Christ  snapped  the 
fetters,  and  set  him  free.  If  you  are 
bound  by  Satan  it  is  the  work  of  God 
to  break  the  fetters.  You  cannot  break 
them!— D.  L.  Moody. 


man  as  found  in  Proverbs  1:8,  "My  son, 
hear  the  instruction  of  thy  father,  and 
forsake  not  the  law  of  thy  mother." 

Be  sure  to  mark  this  date  on  your 
calendar,  pray  for  the  service,  and  be 
sure  to  attend.  I  believe  we  can  fill  the 
church  and  make  it  a  great  service  for 
the  glory  of  God  and  the  salvation  of 
the  world. 
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FINISHING  A 
DELIGHTFUL  TASK 

(continued  from  page  three) 

2.  Articles  About  Ballards:  There  is  a 
rare  copy  of  a  little  book  written  years 
ago  about  my  great  uncle,  the  Rev.  John 
Henry  Ballard,  a  pioneer  Free  Will  Bap- 
tist minister,-  along  with  some  items  re- 
garding my  ancestors,  going  back  to  the 
Rev.  Jeremiah  Ballard,  an  associate  of 
Benjamin  Randall.  Things  have  also 
been  written  about  myself,  my  wife,  and 
my  sons.  Most  of  them  were  pleasing 
to  us,-  a  few  were— well!  Anyway,  they 
await  the  reading  of  anybody  interested. 

3.  Churches  and  Church  Affairs:  There 
are  pictures  and  historical  sketches 
about  many  of  our  Free  Will  Baptist 
churches  throughout  the  United  States, 
along  with  reports  of  special  activities, 
such  as  outstanding  revivals,  etc. 

4.  Free  Will  Baptist  Institutions:  What 
do  you  know  about  such  institutions  of 
bygone  days  as  the  Ayden  Free  Will  Bap- 
tist Seminary,  Tecumseh  College,  Unicoa 
Academy,  Eureka  College,  and  Zion  Bible 
School— all  of  which  once  flourished 
among  Free  Will  Baptists,  but  are  no 
more?  There  are  articles  about  these, 
and  about  the  early  days  of  our  present- 
day  educational  institutions.  There  are 
also  many  articles  about  our  children's 
homes,  our  summer  assemblies  and 
camps,  and  our  Free  Will  Baptist  publish- 
ing houses,  past  and  present. 

5.  First  and  Early  Things:  Here  are  the 
first  minutes  of  five  general  organiza- 
tions formed  during  this  century  among 
Free  Will  Baptists  on  a  nationwide  basis. 
There  are  early  minutes  of  many  of  our 
conferences  and  associations.  There  are 
"first  numbers"  of  some  of  our  publica- 
tions,- along  with  such  items  as  the  origi- 
nal drawing  of  our  Free  Will  Baptist 
League  emblem;  what  is  believed  to  be 
the  first  local  Free  Will  Baptist  church 
bulletin,  long  before  we  had  any  printed 
folders,-  a  picture  of  a  group  of  Free  Will 
Baptist  ministers  of  1883— all  bearded! 

6.  Colaborers  and  Friends:  Here  we 
have  pictures  of  more  than  one  hundred 
Free  Will  Baptist  ministers  and  other 
denominational  leaders  of  this  century 
(with  a  few  back  of  the  century),  along 
with  life  sketches  of  many  of  them  and 
tributes  paid  them.  There  are  also 
samples  of  articles  written  by  them,  and 
a  collection  of  editorials  written  by  some 
of  our  editors  over  the  years. 

7.  General  Free  Will  Baptist  Articles: 

Herein  is  the  bulk  of  the  clippings.  This 


collection  is  "overall"  in  the  sense  that 
it  covers  activities  of  all  groups  of  Free 
Will  Baptists  over  the  country— state  and 
national.  As  an  example,  we  have  in  the 
collection  just  about  everything  printed 
in  The  Free  Will  Baptist,  Contact,  The 
Challenger,  and  other  papers  about  the 
controversy  of  the  early  1960s  in  a 
special  folder.  It  is  our  hope  that  some- 
time a  new  and  strictly  unprejudiced 
leadership  of  all  concerned  groups  will 
take  a  good  look  at  this  and  other  like 
material,  and  come  up  with  a  judgment 
as  charitable  as  possible  toward  all  who 
were  involved  in  this  controversy.  There 
are  also  articles  concerning  other  di- 
visions among  Free  Will  Baptists,  going 
back  into  the  last  century.  By  no  means, 
however,  is  it  all  about  our  differences. 
There  are  thrilling  stories  of  missionary 
enterprises,  great  conventions,  activities 
of  conferences  and  associations,  etc.  In- 
cluded in  the  collection  are  many  items 
of  historical  value.  All  the  information, 
gathered  in  an  endeavor  some  years  ago 
to  try  to  settle  the  question  of  which  is 
the  oldest  existing  Free  Will  Baptist 
church,  is  included.  Also  included  are 
the  results  of  historical  research  by  men 
such  as  Floyd  B.  Cherry,  Abner  H.  Out- 
law (who  gathered  much  material  in 
prospect  of  writing  a  history  some  years 
ago),  Damon  Dodd,  and  a  number  of 
others  who  have  written  historical 
sketches  for  The  Free  Will  Baptist  and 
other  denominational  papers.  We  be- 
lieve that  this  clipping  file  offers  a  real 
source  for  historical  research  by  stu- 
dents interested  in  our  denomination. 

8.  Special  Copies  of  "The  Free  Will 
Baptist":  There  are  in  this  collection 
copies  of  the  paper  going  as  far  back  as 
1910,  and  copies  preserved  over  the 
years  because  of  important  information 
contained  in  them.  In  some  cases  sev- 
eral copies  containing  series  of  articles 
like  Mr.  Cherry's  historical  writings,  and 
our  own  nine  articles  on  "Will  Original 
Free  Will  Baptists  Survive?"  written  in 
1964,  are  bound  together.  The  reason 
for  preserving  many  special  copies  are 
noted  on  the  covers  of  each. 

9.  Miscellaneous  Free  Will  Baptist  Pub- 
lications: The  publications  of  which  we 
have  one  or  more  copies  in  this  collec- 
tion include  The  Free  Will  Baptist  Gem, 
The  Free  Will  Baptist  Courier,  The  Free 
Will  Baptist  Messenger,  The  Morning 
Star,  The  Free  Will  Baptist  Evangel,  The 
Marvel  Star,  The  Free  Will  Baptist  Pro- 
moter, The  Leaguer,  The  Small  Voice, 
Contact,  The  Free  Will  Baptist  Witness, 
The  Blue  Ridge  Free  Will  Baptist,  The 


Young  People's  Friend,  and  Youth's  Ban-/ 
ner,  along  with  several  others.  Most  of 
these  flourished  for  awhile  then  dis- 
continued publication.  Less  than  25  per- 
cent of  them  are  still  being  published 
today.  In  some  cases  we  have  nearly 
complete  files  bound  together— in  one 
case  a  complete  file— while  in  other  cases 
we  have  from  one  to  ten  copies.  Some 
of  these  copies  are  dated  far  back  in  this 
century.  Examination  of  some  of  the 
oldest  copies  reveals  that  not  a  single 
one  of  the  writers  in  them  is  living  to- 
day. In  one  case,  not  a  single  person 
mentioned  is  known  to  be  living  now. 
In  addition  to  regular  publications,  such 
as  those  mentioned,  there  are  a  good 
many  printed  and  mimeographed  periodi- 
cals by  Free  Will  Baptist  auxiliary  or- 
ganizations and  local  churches,  along 
with  church  bulletins  containing  items 
of  special  interest;  and  quite  a  number 
of  minutes  of  conventions,  conferences, 
and  associations,  preserved  because  of 
contents  of  historical  or  doctrinal  signifi- 
cance. Herein  is  indeed  some  interesting 
browsing  or  research  in  prospect! 

I  wish  to  express  appreciation  to  all 
who  have  helped  me  over  the  years  in 
pursuing  this  delightful  "hobby,"  which 
I  sincerely  hope  will  prove  to  have  been 
something  more  than  just  a  hobby. 


Is  the  Devil  Afraid  of 
You? 

A  distinguished  clergyman  said,  in 
vindication  of  his  course  as  a  Christian 
preacher  and  reformer,  "I  am  not  afraid 
of  the  devil." 

Another  said  in  reply,  "That  is  not 
the  point,  but  this:  Is  the  devil  afraid 
of  you,  doctor?" 

If  the  father  of  lies  is  afraid,  of  us,  we 
may  be  sure  that  we  are  right  and  ought 
to  go  ahead.— Moody  Monthly. 


BOOKSTORE 

HOURS 

***** 

*  The  Ayden  Bible  and  Bookstore, 

*  located  at  the  Free  Will  Baptist 

*  Press  Foundation,  Inc.,  811  North 

*  Lee  Street,  Ayden,  North  Caro- 

*  lina,    observes    the  following 

*  hours: 

*  Monday-Friday— 8  a.m.  to  5  p.m. 

*  Saturday— 9  a.m.  to  5  p.m. 
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Conducted  by  J.  P.  BARROW 
Route  1,  Box  475,  LaGrange,  North  Carolina  28551 


Question:  Is  it  unscriptural  for  a  de- 
nomination to  ordain  a  woman  to  preach 
the  gospel?  Until  recently  our  denomi- 
nation taught  this,  but  of  late  has  been 
ordaining  women  for  this  task. 

(Continued  from  Last  Issue) 

We  find  beautiful  examples  in  the  Bi- 
ble where,  when  God  was  without  the 
kind  of  man  appropriate  to  fill  a  place 
originally  designed  for  a  man  to  fill, 
filled  by  a  faithful  woman.  Deborah, 
one  of  the  women  used  as  a  prophetess, 
filled  her  place  in  the  office  assigned  to 
her  because  she  was  willing  to  serve  the 
Lord  in  any  capacity.  Due  to  the  lack  of 
men  eligible  to  so  serve,  God  gave  her 
the  office  which  she  filled  with  grace 
and  dignity.  When  God  found  no  man 
courageous  enough  to  act  as  general  to 
deliver  His  people  from  an  unnecessary 
bondage  into  which  they  had  brought 
themselves  by  their  sins,  He  found  a 
dedicated  woman  willing  and  ready,-  so 
the  honor  of  the  deliverance  came  to  De- 
borah and  her  ally,  Jael.  Jael  single- 
handedly  slew  Sisera  (see  Judges  4:21), 
the  captain  of  Jabin's  army,  when  Barak, 
one  captain  of  Israel's  forces,  refused  to 
face  the  enemy  without  Deborah's  pres- 
ence. She  went  but  made  him  to  under- 
stand that  his  hesitant  attitude  would 
prevent  him  receiving  the  honor,  but 
that  the  battle  would  be  won,  God's  peo- 
ple delivered,  and  the  honor  would  go 
to  a  woman.   (Read  Judges  4—5.) 

Now  this  does  not  mean  that  God's 
will  was  carried  out  in  every  detail.  How- 
ever, the  fact  remains  that  Moses, 
Joshua,  and  all  the  leaders  chosen  to 
deliver  Israel  were  men  and  the  direc- 
tions in  the  Bible  fully  indicate  that  He 
wanted  them  to  do  all  the  fighting  in 
any  deliverance  of  His  people  from  their 
enemies,-  but  when  a  man  rightly  equip- 
ped was  not  to  be  found,  He  used  those 
women  who  were  dedicated  uncondi- 
tionally and  carried  out  His  purpose.  If 
the  order  of  things  had  not  deteriorated 
because  of  the  sins  of  men,  God  was  not 


going  to  allow  this  defect  to  thwart  His 
purpose. 

Some  fathers  like  Jacob,  in  the  bring- 
ing up  of  Joseph  and  Benjamin  whose 
mother  Rachel  died  in  the  birth  of  Ben- 
jamin, have  done  well  playing  the  part 
of  both  parents;  but  a  willing  and  affec- 
tionate father  never  fully  fills  the  place 
of  the  mother.  As  Mrs.  Wesley  did  well 
in  playing  the  role  of  both  parents  when 
her  husband  died  after  the  thirteenth 
child  was  born,  she  could  not  be  a  father 
in  every  sense.  It  would  seem  that  all 
this  tells  us  that  a  woman  nor  a  man 
should  feel  left  out  because  either  can- 
not fill  the  God-intended  place  of  the 
other  as  efficiently  as  the  one  created 
for  the  role.  It  is  malfunctioning  so- 
ciety that  calls  for  one  to  fill  the  place 
of  the  other. 

In  the  propagating  of  the  gospel  the 
man  and  husband  should  be  in  the  fore- 
front, having  a  wife  carrying  out  her 
duties  in  harmony  with  and  as  directed 
by  her  husband.  However,  if  and  when 
the  time  in  a  church  comes  that  the  ac- 
tivities of  a  church  suffer  for  the  want 
of  a  male  pastor  capable  of  teaching  the 
Word  and  God  has  a  woman  so  equip- 
ped, I  am  sure  it  would  be  His  will  that 
this  woman  teach  instead  of  some  un- 
prepared misfit  of  a  man  to  go  on  bung- 
ling as  I  have  in  some  cases  witnessed. 

Dr.  L.  T.  Talbot  answers  a  similar 
question  on  Page  155,  156  in  his  book 
Bible  Questions  Explained  as  follows: 

"In  discussing  the  subject  of  a  wom- 
an's ministry  in  the  church,  we  need  to 
recognize  the  breadth  of  Scripture,  as 
well  as  its  clearly  defined  limitations  in 
regard  to  the  subject,  lest  we  become 
one-sided.  God  has  a  wonderful  and  a 
remarkable  ministry  for  women.  There 
are  far  more  women  doing  the  work  of 
the  Lord  today  in  the  world  than  there 
are  men.  Missionary  women  will  often 
go  where  men  will  not,  and  they  seem 
never  to  be  discouraged.  I  have  more  re- 
quests from  women  for  tracts  and  gos- 
pel literature  than  I  have  from  men.  God 


has  used  and  is  using  women  in  a  re- 
markable way. 

"However,  God  has  placed  a  ban  on 
woman's  taking  the  place  of  authority: 
'Let  the  woman  learn  in  silence  with  all 
subjection.  But  I  suffer  not  a  woman 
to  teach,  nor  to  usurp  authority  over  the 
man,  but  to  be  in  silence'  (1  Timothy  2: 
11,  12).  And  having  given  this  com- 
mand, God  went  on  to  tell  His  reason  for 
so  doing:  'For  Adam  was  first  formed, 
then  Eve.  And  Adam  was  not  deceived, 
but  the  woman  being  deceived  was  in 
the  transgression'  (1  Timothy  2:13,  14). 

"The  devil,  when  he  brought  sin  into 
the  world,  did  not  go  to  the  man,-  he 
went  to  the  woman.  The  man  had  the 
place  of  authority,  and  no  doubt  Adam 
was  placed  there  in  such  a  position  that 
he  was  able  to  withstand  Satan.  When 
Adam  took  the  fruit  of  the  tree  of 
knowledge  of  good  and  evil,  he  was  not 
deceived.  He  knew  what  he  was  doing. 
Adam  sinned  against  light;  consequently, 
Adam  was  in  the  deeper  transgression. 
The  devil  did  not  deceive  Adam.  When 
the  woman  took  the  fruit,  Satan  deceiv- 
ed her,  saying  in  substance:  'You  will 
know  more  than  you  know  now.  God 
knows  you  will  benefit  by  eating  the 
fruit,  so  perhaps  He  did  not  say  that  you 
should  not  eat  it.'  Eve  was  deceived. 
But  when  she  brought  the  fruit  to  Adam, 
he  knew  what  he  was  doing,-  and  to 
please  her,  he  took  part  of  the  fruit. 

"For  that  reason  God  has  put  woman 
in  the  place  of  subjection.  This  is  a 
type  of  Christ  and  the  church,  the  great- 
est type  given  in  the  Bible  of  the  Bride- 
groom and  His  bride,  Christ  and  the 
church.  Moreover,  if  God  demands  that 
the  woman  be  subject  to  the  man,  He 
also  demands  that  the  man  be  ready  to 
die  for  the  woman.  This  is  greater  still. 
Why?  Because  'Christ  also  loved  the 
church,  and  gave  Himself  for  it'  (see 
Ephesians  5:25-32). 

"The  place  of  authority  is  given  to 
the  man,-  and  when  the  woman  steps 
out  of  the  place  of  subjection  into  the 
place  of  authority,  the  end  is  confusion. 
We  have  already  seen  what  God  has  said 
about  it  in  1  Timothy  2:11-14.  Another 
similar  passage  is  found  in  1  Corinthians 
14:34:  'Let  your  woman  keep  silence  in 
the  churches:  for  it  is  not  permitted 
unto  them  to  speak;  but  they  are  com- 
manded to  be  under  obedience,  as  also 
saith  the  law.'  Those  verses  make  clear 
what  the  woman's  place  in  the  assembly 
is;  when  the  congregation  is  gathered 
together  for  worship  in  a  scriptural  way, 
the  woman's  place  is  one  of  silence,  so 
(continued  on  page  fifteen) 
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S  TORIES 

for  our  youth 


JOAN'S  SHOES 


DELORES  HENDERSON  NASH 


UCH!"  exclaimed  Joan  as  she  grabbed 
her  foot  with  one  hand  and  hopped 
ort  the  gravel  path  on  one  leg. 

She  flopped  down  on  the  grass  and 
pulled  off  her  shoe  to  shake  out  the 
troublesome  stone.  She  turned  her  shoe 
over  and,  sure  enough,  the  crack  in  the 
sole  was  even  bigger  than  it  was  before, 
and  how  it  hurt  to  walk  on  that  gravel! 

Two  big  tears  trickled  down  over  her 
cheeks.  Almost  impatiently  she  brushed 
them  away  and  looked  around,  hoping 
nobody  had  seen  her. 

"Oh,  I  wish  I  could  have  some  new 
shoes,"  she  sighed  as  she  rubbed  the 
bottom  of  her  foot.  "Any  shoes  for  that 
matter,  so  long  as  they  aren't  full  of 
holes,"  she  added  as  she  grinned  wryly. 

"I'll  go  back  to  the  house  and  see  if 
I  can  fix  this  shoe  with  some  cardboard." 

Her  mother,  who  was  baking  a  pie  in 
the  kitchen,  looked  up  and  said,  "I 
thought  you  were  going  over  to  Mary's 
this  afternoon." 

"Why— why— yes,  I  am."  Joan  didn't 
want  to  tell  her  mother  about  the  shoes, 
for  she  had  enough  worries  without  wor- 
rying about  them. 

"I  am  going  up  to  my  room  a  few 
minutes.  Then  I  think  I  will  go  over  to 
Mary's  for  awhile." 

Her  mother  looked  at  her  questioning- 
ly,  sensing  that  something  was  the  mat- 
ter. 

"Joan,"  her  mother  said  quietly  as  she 
scraped  the  dough  off  her  fingers, 
"weren't  you  limping  when  you  came  in? 
Did  you  step  on  something?" 

"Oh,  nothing  much— just  got  a  piece 
of  gravel  in  my  shoe,"  laughed  Joan  and 
tossed  her  blonde  hair  indifferently.  "I'll 
make  an  insole  out  of  some  heavy  card- 


board, and  then  my  shoes  will  be  all 
right  for  a  while  yet." 

"I  know  you  need  shoes,  Joan,"  her 
mother  said.  "But  with  your  father  sick 
and  unable  to  work  for  so  long,  there 
isn't  the  money.  His  medicine  is  so  ex- 
pensive!" 

"I  know,  Mom.  Daddy's  getting  bet- 
ter and  that  is  what  really  matters." 

Joan  gave  her  mother  a  kiss;  then  she 
rummaged  in  a  drawer  for  the  scissors. 

"Joan,  God  has  always  met  our  needs, 
and  He  understands  this  problem,  too. 
Let's  pray  right  now  about  your  shoes." 

So,  together  they  knelt  in  the  kitchen, 
Joan  still  holding  the  scissors  as  she 
knelt  by  the  old  canebottomed  chair. 

A  few  miles  away,  Mrs.  Olson  was 
cleaning  her  daughter's  closet. 

"I  wish  I  knew  what  to  do  with  these 
things  Beverly  has  outgrown,"  she 
thought.  "These  dresses  and  things  still 
look  practically  like  new.  I'll  put  them 
in  a  box,  and  maybe  Homer  will  have 
some  idea  what  we  can  do  with  them 
when  he  gets  home  tonight." 

That  evening,  after  dinner,  Mrs.  Olson 
said  to  her  husband,  "Homer,  today  I 
was  sorting  the  clothes  that  Beverly  has 
outgrown.  Some  of  them  are  nice  yet. 
I  wish  we  could  give  them  to  some  girl. 
Someone  who  would  appreciate  and  en- 
joy them.   Can  you  think  of  anyone?" 

"Hmm-m,  let's  see,"  Mr.  Olson  said 
thoughtfully.  "Bill  Marshall's  daughter 
is  about  that  size.  Since  he  has  been 
sick,  they  are  having  a  hard  time  finan- 
cially. They  would  appreciate  the 
clothes  more  than  anyone  I  know  of." 

"Is  Mr.  Marshall  the  man  who  works 
for  you?" 

"Yes.  He  is  a  fine  fellow,  too,  and 
we  all  miss  him.  I  have  been  wishing 
there  was  some  way  we  could  help.  May- 
be this  is  it.  Do  you  have  the  things 
boxed  up?  Let's  take  them  over  to- 
night. I  would  like  to  call  on  them 
again." 


It  was  almost  dark  when  Joan  no-/ 
ticed  a  car  pull  into  the  driveway. 

"Mom!  It's  Dad's  boss!  His  wife, 
too!" 

Mrs.  Marshall  patted  her  hair  and 
straightened  her  apron  before  going  to 
the  door. 

After  they  had  visited  awhile,  Mrs. 
Olson  told  about  her  job  of  closet  clean- 
ing. 

"Our  daughter  has  outgrown  these 
things  and  we  didn't  have  anyone  to 
give  them  to  in  our  family,"  Mrs.  Olson 
explained  half  apologetically.  "We 
thought  your  daughter  might  be  about 
the  right  size  to  wear  them,  that  is  if—" 

"Oh!  How  lovely!"  exclaimed  Mrs. 
Marshall.  Joan  impulsively  hugged  Mrs. 
Olson. 

When  Mr.  Olson  went  to  the  car  and 
brought  in  the  box,  Joan  and  her  parents 
could  scarcely  believe  their  eyes,  for  the 
box  was  full  of  clothes. 

"Oh,  I  love  them!  They  fit  perfectly," 
Joan  said  excitedly  as  she  tried  on  the 
pretty  dresses.  Just  then  she  glanced  in 
the  bottom  of  the  box.  "Look,  Mom! 
Dad!  Here  are  shoes!"  she  exclaimed, 
holding  them  up.  "A  pair  of  black 
patents  for  Sunday,  and  two  pairs  of 
flats!"  She  slipped  her  feet  into  them 
eagerly.  "They  fit,  too.  God  has  an- 
swered our  prayer." 

Then  Joan  picked  up  her  old  shoe— 
the  one  with  the  cardboard  insole,  and 
showed  it  to  Mrs.  Olson. 

"I  needed  shoes  so  badly.  This  after- 
noon, Mom  and  I  told  God  about  this 
hole—" 

"That  must  be  why  we  thought  about 
you!  God  used  us  to  answer  your  pray- 
er. I  am  so  happy!"  Mrs.  Olson  smiled 
warmly.— Guide  for  Juniors. 


Woman's  Auxiliary 

(continued  from  page  seven) 

The  same  message  is  pertinent  to  us 
today  as  it  was  in  1935  when  recorded 
as  follows:  "All  auxiliaries  were  urged 
to  continue  sending  their  per  capita  dues 
and  offerings  to  the  State  Convention. 
We  cannot  promote  our  work  without 
sufficient  funds." 

Rose  M.  Raper,  State  Secretary 


Mose:  "Who  introduced  you  to  your 
wife?" 

Jose:  "We  just  happened  to  meet.  I 
don't  blame  anybody." 
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MOUNT  OLIVE.  NORTH  CAROLINA 


Mount  Olive  College 

Appointments 

Announced 

Appointment  of  a  new  director  of  ad- 
missions for  Mount  Olive  College  and 
the  first  full-time  director  for  Eagles 
Nest  Conference  Center  has  been  an- 
nounced by  President  W.  Burkette  Raper. 

Russell  W.  Duncan  began  his  duties  as 
director  of  admissions  on  January  23. 
He  succeeds  Miss  Celia  Hales  who  resign- 
ed to  continue  her  education.  Gary 
Bailey  will  become  the  director  of  Eagles 
Nest  in  June.  Both  are  graduates  of 
Mount  Olive  College. 


Russell  W.  Duncan 


A  native  of  Chadbourn  in  Columbus 
County,  North  Carolina,  Duncan  is  a  1968 
graduate  of  Mount  Olive  College  and  re- 
ceived his  A.B.  degree  from  Campbell 
College  in  1971.  He  earned  his  master 
of  education  degree  at  the  University  of 
North  Carolina  at  Chapel  Hill  in  1973 
and  has  three  and  one-half  years  of 
teaching  experience  in  the  public  schools 
of  Harnett  County.  He  is  the  son  of  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Sterling  Duncan  of  Chadbourn, 
members  of  Beaver  Dam  Free  Will  Baptist 
Church. 

The  admissions  office  has  been  re- 
organized and  expanded  with  three  full- 
time  personnel  and  changed  from  merely 


processing  applications  for  admission  to 
recruitment  of  students  on  a  personal 
basis.  This  includes  visits  to  homes  of 
the  students  and  individual  contact  with 
students  on  and  off  campus. 


Gary  Bailey 


Bailey  is  a  native  of  Martin  County, 
North  Carolina,  and  a  1972  graduate  of 
Mount  Olive  College.  He  will  complete 
requirements  for  a  B.S.  degree  at  North 
Carolina  State  University  in  May.  He  is 
the  son  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Mayhew  Bailey 
of  Williamston,  North  Carolina,  and  an 
ordained  Free  Will  Baptist  minister  of 
the  Central  Conference. 

Dr.  Raper  said  Bailey  will  assume 
overall  responsibility  for  the  manage- 
ment and  development  of  Eagles  Nest, 
the  former  Tuscarora  Boy  Scout  Camp 
east  of  Dudley.  In  this  capacity,  he  will 
work  with  the  college  in  planning  activi- 
ties for  students,  church,  youth  and 
scout  groups,  business  groups,  and  in- 
dustrial groups. 

The  50-acre  wooded  site  which  served 
as  a  scout  camp  for  43  years  was  given 
to  the  college  by  the  Kemp  Foundation 
a  year  ago.  It  includes  a  five-acre  lake 
with  swimming  facilities  and  is  expect- 
ed to  be  in  full  operation  by  next  sum- 
mer. 


God  never  asks  us  to  do  more  than 
we  have  time  and  strength  for. 


More  Church 
Records  Preserved 
On  Microfilm 

Two  Free  Will  Baptist  churches  have 
recently  had  their  church  records  micro- 
filmed at  the  Free  Will  Baptist  Historical 
Collection,  Moye  Library,  Mount  Olive 
College.  According  to  Librarian  Gary 
Barefoot,  Piney  Grove  Free  Will  Baptist 
Church,  Duplin  County,  North  Carolina, 
made  available  its  records  from  1925- 
1941  and  Christian  Chapel  Free  Will  Bap- 
tist Church,  Lenoir  County,  North  Caro- 
lina, furnished  its  records  from  1872- 
1954. 

In  addition  to  official  manuscript 
minutes  of  the  churches  the  record  books 
contain  membership  rolls  which  are  very 
valuable  in  genealogy  research  work.  It 
is  of  interest  to  note  that  as  late  as 
1874  Christian  Chapel  had  at  least  one 
Negro  male  member.  However,  in  that 
year,  he  was  dismissed  at  his  own  re- 
quest. 

Other  churches  are  encouraged  to 
bring  their  church  records  to  the  His- 
torical Collection  for  microfilming.  There 
is  no  cost  for  this  service  and  a  church 
can  insure  that  there  will  be  a  record  of 
its  activities  should  the  original  records 
be  destroyed.  The  Historical  Commis- 
sion of  the  North  Carolina  State  Conven- 
tion makes  available  the  microfilming 
equipment  and  the  Historical  Collection 
furnishes  the  materials  and  staff. 


A  new  employee  had  been  caught 
coming  in  late  for  work  three  times  and 
the  fourth  morning  the  foreman  decided 
to  read  the  riot  act. 

"Look  here,"  he  snapped,  "don't  you 
know  what  time  we  start  work  around 
here?" 

"No,  sir,"  said  the  man,  "they're  al- 
ways working  when  I  get  here." 


Choir  Robes  and 
Accessories 

Many  styles  and  fabric  selections. 
Write  for  complete  catalog  and 
swatch  card. 

Free  Will  Baptist 
Press 

P.  O.  Box  158 
Ayden,  North  Carolina  28513 
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ST.  CLAIRE  BIBLE  CLAS^) 
THE  SUNDAY         ^  ^ 
SCHOOL  LESSON^ 

FOR  FEBRUARY  10  - 


V 


Victorious  in  Defeat 

Lesson  Text:  John  18:33-38;  19:7-11 
Memory  Verse:  John  18:37 

I.  INTRODUCTION 

God  has  a  purpose  in  the  life  and  min- 
istry of  each  of  us,  and  the  sooner  we 
recognize  that  purpose  and  dedicate  our- 
self  to  its  fulfillment,  the  sooner  will  we 
be  able  to  find  satisfaction  in  life  and 
know  that  our  labor  is  not  in  vain. 

As  we  dedicate  ourselves  to  the  call 
and  commission  which  God  has  extended 
to  us,  we  will  find  that  there  will  be 
temptations  along  the  way  designed  to 
turn  us  aside  from  that  calling,  to  doubt 
God's  purpose  for  our  lives,  to  take  short 
cuts  to  success,  or  to  give  the  work  less 
than  our  best.  The  choice  is  ours:  we 
can  be  satisfied  with  mediocrity,  or  we 
can  through  devotion  to  duty  and  wil- 
lingness to  sacrifice  for  the  cause  attain 
greatness  and  victory. 

Jesus  was  well  aware  of  His  commis- 
sion and  the  purpose  of  His  coming  to 
earth.  He  was  subjected  to  all  of  the 
temptations  that  are  common  to  human- 
ity—to doubt  His  mission,  to  take  short 
cuts  to  its  attainment,  to  misuse  His 
power,  and  to  compromise  His  principles 
—but  He  rejected  them  all  and  bravely 
faced  the  agony  of  Gethsemane  and  the 
suffering  of  Calvary  that  His  mission 
might  be  completed  in  a  manner  accept- 
able to  the  Father  who  had  assigned  Him 
to  work. 

The  background  for  today's  lesson 
events  is  the  judgment  hall  in  Pilate's 
court,  which  was  located  in  Jerusalem. 

The  purpose  of  today's  lesson  is  to 
demonstrate  that  victory  can  be  attain- 
ed through  seeming  defeat.— The  Teen- 
Age  Teacher  (F.W.B.). 

II.  HINTS  THAT  HELP 

A.  Really  Jesus  was  not  on  trial.  Pilate 
and  the  Jews  were  on  trial.  Jesus  is 
not  on  trial  in  your  life  and  mine.  We 
are  the  ones  that  are  on  trial. 

B.  The  Jews  were  determined  to  see 
Jesus  destroyed,  but  truth  cannot  be  de- 


stroyed. The  plan  of  God  moved  vic- 
toriously along.  God  uses  the  wicked- 
ness of  men  even  to  see  His  purpose  ac- 
complished sometimes. 

C.  Pilate  knew  that  in  order  to  keep 
his  position  he  must  get  along  with  the 
Jews.  His  position  was  given  by  the 
emperor  of  Rome,  but  the  Jews  could  re- 
port him  and  cause  him  to  lose  his  job. 
To  many  people,  the  keeping  of  one's 
job  is  more  important  than  justice.  Ma- 
terial gain  has  a  great  hold  on  people. 

D.  Each  one  of  us  today  is  on  trial. 
The  question  is,  "What  will  we  do  with 
Jesus  in  our  lives?"  What  have  you 
done  with  Him? 

E.  The  big  question  of  life  is  not  what 
we  will  do  with  Jesus,  but  what  will  He 
do  with  us?  He  is  the  great  Judge  of 
the  universe. 

-The  Bible  Teacher  (F.W.B.). 

III.  ADDITIONAL  TRUTHS 

A.  Manhattan  Island,  the  most  valu- 
able island  of  its  size  in  the  world,  was 
bought  for  a  little  more  than  a  dollar  a 
square  mile.  Peter  Minuit,  governor  of 
the  Dutch  West  India  Company,  bought 
the  island  in  1626  from  the  Manhattan 
Indians  and  paid  them  with  beads,  cloth, 
and  trinkets  worth  twenty-four  dollars. 

That  was  not  the  first  nor  the  last 
time  men  have  exchanged  something  of 
great  value  for  something  nearly  worth- 
less. In  some  cases,  men  do  not  realize 
the  true  value  of  what  they  are  giving 
up;  in  other  cases,  they  are  aware  of  the 
true  value  but  for  some  reason  they 
willingly  make  the  exchange. 

Pilate  sacrificed  truth  and  conscience 
for  temporal  advantage.  He  knew  Jesus 
was  innocent,  but  rather  than  risk  his 
political  position  he  permitted  the  mob 
to  take  Him  and  put  Him  to  death. 

Satan  is  the  master  of  deception  and 
is  constantly  attempting  to  persuade  us 
to  accept  unworthy  goals,  to  relinquish 
things  of  eternal  value  for  immediate 
satisfaction.  He  holds  before  us  ma- 
terial success,  positions  of  influence, 
ease  and  pleasure— the  same  cheap  flashy 


trinkets  he  used  on  Pilate— to  get  us  td 
relinquish  our  hold  on  eternal  life. 

In  a  sense,  each  of  us  daily  is  given 
the  choice  that  was  presented  to  Pilate.  ) 
What  will  we  do  with  Jesus?  Will  we^ 
accept  the  life  He  offers  or  will  wej 
choose  the  lesser  way,  the  way  of  the  : 
clamoring  crowd,  the  way  of  momentary 
pleasure,  but  the  way  of  eternal  death? 

Pilate  and  Jesus  stand  in  sharp  con- 
trast in  our  text.   Pilate  sat  in  the  gov-! 
ernor's  chair,  but  Jesus  was  in  command 
of  Himself.    Pilate  saved  his  job,  and 
Jesus  gave  His   life.    Yet  Pilate  was  j 
harassed  and  worried  and  frightened,  \ 
while  Jesus  was  calm  and  serene. 

Pilate  and  Jesus  contrast  sharply  in  j 
their  vision.  Pilate  could  see  the 
furious  Jews  at  his  door,  he  knew  the 
power  of  the  emperor  in  Rome,  he  was 
aware  of  the  pitfalls  of  politics.  But 
his  knowledge  of  God  was  little  more 
than  a  vague  uneasiness,  a  nameless  fear. 
He  gave  more  weight  to  the  seen  than 
to  the  unseen.  Jesus  knew  all  that 
Pilate  knew  of  the  malice  of  men,  but  He 
also  knew  His  Father.  With  a  clear  vision 
of  the  seen  and  the  unseen,  He  gave 
greater  weight  to  the  unseen  and  put 
eternal  right  above  temporary  advan- 
tage. 

Pilate  and  Jesus  contrast  sharply  in  j 
their  courage.    Pilate  kept  his  position 
and  power,  but  he  was  afraid.  Jesus 
gave  His  life,  but  He  was  not  afraid. — 
Standard  Lesson  Commentary. 

B.  Every  man  must  stand  before  the 
judgment  bar  of  his  fellowmen.  A  man 
may  say  that  he  does  not  care  what 
others  think  of  him  or  what  judgment 
they  pass  upon  him.  He  may  say  this; 
he  may  even  believe  this.  But  there 
comes  a  time  when  he  wishes  to  be  con- 
sidered esteemed  in  the  eyes  of  others. 
Through  Christ  he  can  do  this.— C.  F. 
Bowen. 

C.  Someone  asked  John  Wanamaker, 
"How  do  you  get  time  to  run  a  Sunday 
school  for  four  thousand  scholars,  in  ad- 
dition to  the  business  of  your  stores, 
your  work  as  Postmaster  General,  and 
other  obligations?"  Instantly  Mr.  Wan- 
amaker replied:  "Why,  the  Sunday 
school  is  my  business!  All  other  things 
are  just  things.  Forty-five  years  ago  I 
decided  that  God's  promise  was  sure: 
'Seek  ye  first  the  kingdom  of  God,  and 
His  righteousness,  and  all  these  things 
shall  be  added  unto  you.' "-The  King's 
Business. 
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„1  Those  who  visit  the  United  Nations 
J  Building  in  New  York  City  will  have  an 
J j opportunity  to  visit  the  small  chapel.  In 
I  this  chapel  there  is  a  marble  altar  with 
la  mysterious  blue  light  glowing  from  it. 
'■This  altar,  we  are  told,  was  given  to  the 

■  United  Nations  by  Sweden.  In  this  room 
J  are  the  flags  and  names  of  the  member 
lsk  nations  and  a  memorial  to  the  soldiers 

■  of  these  countries  who  have  died  and 
[  suffered  on  the  field  of  battle.  On  the 
1  wall  is  this  verse  of  Scripture  taken  from 
1  Isaiah  2:4:  ".  .  .  they  shall  beat  their 
n|  swords  into  plowshares,  and  their  spears 
1  into  pruninghooks:  nation  shall  not  lift 
i  up  sword  against  nation,  neither  shall 

they  learn  war  any  more." 

This  chapel  is  a  thing  of  beauty,  and 
i  one  feels  inspired  within  its  walls,-  but 
wars  will  never  cease  until  men  and 
j  women  everywhere  know  Jesus  Christ 
I  as  Saviour  and  Lord.  He  is  the  Prince 
!  of  Peace,  and  there  can  be  no  real  peace 
1  without  Him. 

We  do  not  mean  to  imply  that  the 
United  Nations  is  bad.  On  the  other 
hand,  it  appears  to  be  an  effort  for  na- 
tions to  learn  to  live  together  in  the 
world.  It  is  always  better  to  talk  than 
to  fight;  and  if  just  one  life  is  saved  by 
the  effort,  it  is  worthwhile. 

But  there  are  some  questions  we  be- 
lieve that  the  citizens  of  the  United 
States  should  begin  to  ask  about  all 
this.  Is  it  possible  for  a  Christian 
democracy  and  atheistic  communism  to 
coexist  peaceably  in  the  world?  If  the 
other  nations  of  the  world  are  not  willing 
to  support  this  effort,  is  it  worthwhile 
for  the  United  States  to  continue  to  fur- 
nish the  bulk  of  the  financial  expense  of 
the  organization? 

This  is  not  isolationism  that  we  are 
advocating,  but  we  do  believe  that  peace 
cannot  be  a  one-way  street.  No  two 
people  or  nations  can  exist  side-by-side 
peaceably  unless  both  of  them  have  the 
desire  to  do  so.  The  fact  that  one  of 
them  is  Christian  and  willing  to  go  more 
than  halfway  does  not  change  this  fact. 
We  believe  that  the  only  real  solution 
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State  Sunday  School 
Department 

The  State  Sunday  School  Department 
of  the  North  Carolina  State  Convention 
of  Original  Free  Will  Baptist  Churches 
has  the  largest  enrollment  of  any  other 
department  within  the  convention,  yet 
it  probably  has  had  the  least  support. 

No  one  can  deny  that  it  is  most  im- 
portant that  we  maintain  an  active  and 
aggressive  State  Sunday  School  Depart- 
ment. The  department  must  have  our 
prayerful  and  financial  support! 

Our  field  secretary  is  on  call  at  all 
times  to  help  you  in  promotional  work: 
teaching,  training,  or  in  any  other  way 
that  he  can  assist  you. 

We  hope  that  all  of  our  churches  will 
plan  now  to  attend  the  State  Sunday 
School  Convention  in  April,  1974. 

The  field  secretary,  the  Rev.  L.  E.  Bal- 
lard, may  be  contacted  at  the  following 
address:  1225  South  Washington  Street, 
Greenville,  North  Carolina  27834;  tele- 
phone 752-2950. 

All  contributions  to  this  department 
should  be  sent  to  Milton  Wiggs,  treas- 
urer, 905  Crescent  Drive,  Smithfield, 
North  Carolina  27567. 

Taylor  Hill,  Publicity  Director 


Questions  &  Answers 

(continued  from  page  eleven) 

far  as  the  ministry  is  concerned.  She 
recognizes  the  headship  of  the  man,  be- 
cause it  speaks  of  Christ,  who  is  the 
Head  of  the  church.  It  is  not  a  matter 
of  superiority  or  of  inferiority;  it  is  a 
matter  of  order. 

"On  the  other  hand,  conditions  do 
prevail  in  the  church  that  are  not  gov- 
erned by  these  Scripture  passages.  For 
instance,  teaching  a  Bible  class  and 
evangelizing  sinners  do  not  constitute 
the  assembly,  which  is  the  organized 
church.  First  Corinthians  11:5  declares 
that  a  woman  may  prophesy,-  that  is, 
'forth-tell,'  or  'tell  forth'  the  message  of 
salvation  to  sinners.  But  the  place  of 
women  today  as  pastors  of  churches,  ex- 
ercising authority  over  the  men,  even  in 
the  worship  hour  of  the  assembly,  is  one 
of  the  signs  of  the  last  days." 


to  the  world's  problems  is  Jesus  Christ. 
He  is  God's  answer  to  the  problems  of 
mankind,  and  we  cannot  expect  man  to 
find  an  answer  apart  from  Him. 


THE  WAY  OF  A 
CHRISTIAN 

by  Bobby  Best 

You  can  tell  a  Christian  by  the  way  he 
lives, 

By  the  way  he  labors,  and  the  way  he 
gives. 

You  can  tell  by  the  way  he  walks  and 
smiles; 

He'll  tell  you  of  Christ  if  you'll  listen  for 
awhile. 

He  does  not  go  to  places  where  sin  is 
the  game, 

He  gets  his  enjoyment  through  Jesus' 
name. 

Witnessing  to  others  is  a  thing  he  en- 
joys,- 

He  never  takes  a  drink  with  any  of  the 
boys. 

Telling  others  of  Jesus  is  what  he  lives 
for,- 

If  you  act  the  least  bit  interested,  he'll 
tell  you  more. 

He  loves  his  neighbor  and  lends  a  help- 
ing hand; 

He  does  not  find  fault  with  another  fel- 
lowman. 

He  works  all  day,  doing  things  that  are 
right, 

But  at  the  close  of  the  day,  he'll  thank 

God  that  night. 
He  provides  for  his  family  and  gives 

them  their  needs; 
God  provides  for  him,  his  prayers  he'll 

heed. 

When  Sunday  comes  he  goes  to  the 

church  of  his  choice,- 
When  the  hymns  are  sung,  you  can  hear 

his  voice. 

He  tells  people  at  church  he's  proud  to 
be  there, 

He  tells  Jesus  the  same  thing  in  every 
prayer. 

When  church  is  over  he  goes  back  home; 
As  long  as  he  is  a  Christian  he'll  never 
be  alone. 

If  working  for  Jesus  is  not  your  thing, 
Then  I  pray  for  you  in  God's  holy  name. 

(The  poem  was  written  by  Bobby  Best, 
superintendent  of  the  Sunday  School  of 
Northeast  Free  Will  Baptist  Church, 
Mount  Olive,  North  Carolina,  and  used 
in  prayer  services  on  January  16,  1974. 
The  poem  was  submitted  by  his  pastor, 
the  Rev.  A.  B.  Bryan.) 


Don't  wait  to  see  what  happens— take 
hold  and  make  it  happen. 
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The  Baptistry  painting  is  probably  the  most  prominent  decorative  feature  of  the  sanctuary,  and  deserves  your 
utmost  consideration  and  care  in  its  selection.  As  the  central  viewpoint  in  your  auditorium  the  Jordan  river  scene 
should  be  outstanding  in  artistic  quality,  and  make  a  substantial  contribution  to  its  worshipful  atmosphere. 


For  further  information  contact  The  Free  Will  Baptist  Press  Foundation,  811  North  Lee 

Street,  Ayden,  North  Carolina  28513;  telephone  746-6128. 
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IT'S  JUNE  IN  FEBRUARY 

by  RALPH  A.  BOWEN 
Assistant  Editor 

To  paraphrase  a  popular  song  title  of  a  few  years  back,  "It's  June 
in  January,"  we  can  very  truthfully  say,  "It's  June  in  February." 

In  the  past  two  months  how  often  have  you  heard,  "The  Lord  is 
really  taking  care  of  us"?  This  statement,  of  course,  is  referring  to  the 
energy  crisis  (fuel  oil  shortage).  No  statement  could  be  more  true  than 
this  one,  "The  Lord  is  really  taking  care  of  us."  But  hasn't  He  always 
done  this?    This  is  certainly  nothing  new  to  us. 

How  many  times  have  you  been  down  to  your  last  dime  and  won- 
dered where  the  next  meal  was  coming  from?  where  the  next  piece  of 
clothing  for  your  family  was  coming  from?  how  could  you  take  your 
child  to  the  doctor  for  that  much  needed  treatment  and  medicine  ?  But 
through  some  miracle  a  way  was  provided  and  somehow  you  overcame 
these  hardships.   Yes,  the  Lord  really  takes  care  of  His  children! 

To  get  back  to  the  subject,  "It's  June  in  February,"  truly  the  spring- 
like weather  we  are  having  is  a  blessing  from  God.  Very  few  of  us  have 
ever  seen  such  warm  weather  during  the  months  of  December,  January, 
and  on  into  February,  which  are  normally  our  coldest  winter  months. 
Truly  no  one  but  God  could  intervene  and  cause  such  warm  weather, 
thus  saving  fuel  oil  which  supposedly  is  so  scarce. 

We  like  to  think  that  this  energy  crisis  is  a  blessing  in  disguise. 
Although  the  props  have  been  knocked  from  under  our  comfortable 
thinking  and  living,  Christians  have  been  caught  along  with  everybody 
else  in  an  astonishing  turn  of  history.  The  spectacular  developments  in 
the  Middle  East  are  affecting  the  entire  world.  With  the  partial  return 
of  hardship  living,  we  are  prone  to  have  a  loss  of  confidence  in  govern- 
ment and  a  new  questioning  of  human  integrity. 

In  this  modern  age — do  we  question  when  we  turn  the  thermostat 
whether  the  heat  or  cool  air  is  going  to  come  through  the  vents  provid- 
ed for  such?  No,  this  has  always  been  the  furtherest  thing  from  our 
minds.  To  quote  Mr.  Wallace  Kaufman,  president  of  the  Conservation 
Council  of  North  Carolina:  "I  think  the  public's  mind  has  vastly  changed 
the  past  few  months.  You  can't  sell  a  Cadillac  anymore.  The  Arabs 
have  done  us  a  great  service  by  making  us  aware  of  our  energy  prob- 
lems.  If  they  had  waited  five  years,  they  could  have  crippled  America." 

In  Jesus'  Sermon  on  the  Mount  He  told  His  disciples,  "Behold  the 
fowls  of  the  air:  for  they  sow  not,  neither  do  they  reap,  nor  gather  into 
barns ;  yet  your  heavenly  Father  feedeth  them.  Are  ye  not  much  better 
than  they?"  (Matthew  6:26). 

The  Scriptures  also  tell  us  that  the  crowning  act  of  God's  creation 
was  the  creation  of  man  in  His  own  image.  Man  was  created  to  have 
dominion  over  all  the  other  things  God  had  made.  So  surely  God  will 
take  care  of  His  master  creation  (man). 

Now  do  you  question  why  God  in  all  His  love  and  mercy  is  taking 
care  of  His  children  during  this  present  energy  crisis?  No,  we  do  not 
question  this  act  of  love  and  mercy,  for  the  Lord  has  always  taken  care 
of  His  children,  regardless  of  how  weak  and  sinful  they  may  be. 

Since  the  weather  seems  to  be  June  in  February,  we  feel  very  confi- 
dent that  this  is  just  another  one  of  God's  acts  of  mercy  to  let  us  know 
that  He  is  still  on  His  throne  in  heaven,  taking  care  of  His  children  in 
this  old  sinful  world. 


The  Free  Will  Baptist 

FEBRUARY  6,  1974 
Volume  89  Number  6 

Tommy  Manning,  Editor 

Edited  and  published  weekly  by  the  Free  Will 
Baptist  Press  Foundation,  Inc.,  811  North  Lee 
Street,  Ayden,  North  Carolina  28513.  Second-claM 
postage  paid  at  Ayden,  North  Carolina. 

All  materials  to  be  placed  in  any  issue  must  be 
in  the  hands  of  the  editor  six  days  prior  to  the 
publication  date  of  that  issue. 

All  subscriptions  are  payable  in  advance:  on* 
year,  $3.50;  two  years,  $6.50;  four  years,  $12.00; 
plus  sales  tax  where  it  applies. 

The  contents  herein  do  not  necessarily  reflect 
the  beliefs  or  policies  of  the  editor  or  of  The  Free 
Will  Baptist.  The  responsibility  for  each  article 
is  given  the  person  whose  name  appears  under  the 
title  or  to  the  person  submitting  said  article. 

Items  for  publication  should  be  addressed  to 
The  Editor,  The  Free  Will  Baptist,  P.  O.  Box  158, 
Ayden.  North  Carolina  28513. 


Free  Will  Baptist  Press  Foundation,  Inc. 

Walter  Rfynolds,  Manager;  Tommy  Manning, 
Editor  of  Literature;  Ralph  A.  Bowen,  Assistant 
Editor  of  Literature;  Leon  A.  Dunn,  Treasurer 


BOARD  OF  DIRECTORS 
D.  W.  Hansley,  President;  Fred  A.  Rivenbark, 
Vice-President;    Hubert   Buitpss,   Secretary;  James 
B.  Hardee.  C.  Felton  Godwin,  Robert  May,  and 
Dewey  C.  Boling. 


2 


THE  FREE  WILL  BAPTIST 


'he  Three  Candidates 
For  Discipleship 


(LUKE  9:47-62) 


1  ij  ESUS  had  just  taught  the  sermon 
|  y  concerning  the  importance  of  receiv- 
I  ing  a  child  in  His  name.  Jesus,  perceiv- 
I  ing  the  thoughts  of  their  hearts,  took  a 
I  child  and  set  him  in  their  midst.  He 
I  said  unto  them,  ".  .  .  Whosoever  shall  re- 
I  ceive  this  child  in  my  name  receiveth 
f  me:  and  whosoever  shall  receive  me  re- 
el, ceiveth  him  that  sent  me:  for  he  that  is 
I  least  among  you  all,  the  same  shall  be 
I  great"  (Luke  9:48). 

Jesus  taught  that  the  Son  of  man  did 
not  come  to  destroy  men's  lives,  but  to 
;;  save  them.    As  they  journeyed  to  an- 
other village  (see  Luke  9:56),  we  see  the 
[,  picture  developing  of  the  test  of  disciple- 
j  ship.  As  we  view  this  scene  we  may  be 
able  to  see  our  shortcomings  and  our 
failure  to  really  put  God  first. 

1.  The  Certain  Scribe's  Exclamation  Was 
Simple  Enough 

Jesus,  wearied  from  a  forenoon  of  at- 
l  tendance  of  the  sick,  and  an  afternoon 
of  loud  speaking  from  a  boat  to  the 
crowd  gathered  on  the  shore  in  an  at- 
mosphere of  sultry,  close,  thunderous 
weather,  was  forewarned  of  the  storm 
I  that  quickly  followed.  Thus  He  purposed 
to  cross  over  to  the  eastern  side  of  the 
lake,  and  for  a  time  to  be  quiet  from  the 
pressure  of  the  busy,  thickly-peopled 
western  shore.  The  scribe,  evidently 
greatly  impressed  by  the  parables  Jesus 
-  had  taught  regarding  the  kingdom  as 
recorded  in  the  thirteenth  chapter  of 
Matthew,  seeing  Him  about  to  leave,  he 
purposed  to  attach  himself  to  Him. 

The  scribe  was  sincere  but  hasty.  He 
was  the  kind  of  man  that  leaps  before 
he  looks.  He  failed  to  weigh  the  issue 
of  becoming  a  disciple  of  Christ.  Now  a 
person  who  is  naturally  impulsive  will 
be  so,  of  course,  in  his  religious  actions 
as  well  as  otherwise.    He  will  run  into 


matters  heedlessly.  He  will  not  antici- 
pate and  make  quite  sure  the  kind  of 
life  to  which  he  is  committing  himself. 
He  will  not  look  at  the  matters  around 
him  in  every  light  and  from  every  point 
of  view.  So  when  the  strain  comes  he 
gives  in,  he  yields  like  a  bad  hold,  and 
proves  not  to  be  a  Christian  at  all. 

Jesus  wants  persistent  followers  like 
the  fishermen  who  spent  nights  in  an 
open  boat  on  the  treacherous  Sea  of 
Galilee. 

2.  The  Burial  of  the  Past 

".  .  .  Let  the  dead  bury  their  dead: 
.  .  ."  (Luke  9:60).  Ah!  If  only  they 
would!  If  only  the  dead  things  could  be 
left  to  the  dead  to  be  put  away!  If  only 
the  dead  world  would  make  itself  scarce 
and  clean  up  its  rubbish  and  disappear 
off  the  scene!  But  this  just  will  not 
happen.  The  dead  generations  have  left 
behind  them  a  heavy  deposit.  All  about 
us  their  ruins  block  the  roads  and  choke 
the  passageway  and  obstruct  the  chan- 
nels. However,  this  is  not  what  God 
wants.  He  wants  us  to  forget  those 
things  which  are  behind  and  go  forward 
in  His  work.  Be  like  the  prodigal  son 
who  left  the  fields  of  riotous  living  and 
went  to  his  father's  home  to  become  a 
great  man. 

Too  many  of  us  are  like  this  second 
candidate.  We  want  to  do  everything 
we  desire,  use  all  the  time  we  want  for 
self,  then  say  to  God,  "You  can  have 
what  is  left."  But  the  Bible  says,  ".  .  . 
seek  ye  first  the  kingdom  of  God,  and 
his  righteousness;  and  all  these  things 
shall  be  added  unto  you"  (Matthew  6: 
33). 

Our  Lord,  when  He  said,  "Follow  me," 
did  not  require  us  to  ignore  our  home, 
our  father,  our  mother,  and  our  friends. 
Truly  Jesus  loved  Mary,  Martha,  and 
Lazarus,  and  He  loved  that  home.  When 


by  the  Rev.  Charlie  Overton 
Ahoskie,  North  Carolina 


He  was  called  and  notified  that  Lazarus 
was  sick  and  later  of  his  death,  He  went 
ro  the  city  of  Bethany  and  to  the  grave 
of  Lazarus,  and  there  He  raised  Lazarus 
from  the  dead.  As  dear  and  near  and 
real  as  the  dying,  there  is  one  claim 
which  surpasses  it— life,  which  is  for- 
ever moving,  advancing,  and  growing. 
Christ  is  our  life  and  all  to  Him  we  must 
surrender. 

3.  The  Third  Candidate's  Excuse 

This  candidate  was  remembering  home 
first:  ".  .  .  let  me  first  go  bid  them  fare- 
well, which  are  at  home  at  my  house" 
(Luke  9:61).  What  he  was  really  saying 
was,  "Lord,  give  me  first  my  wants  and 
wishes  in  life,  then  I  will  follow  thee." 

This  is  a  true  picture  of  many  of  us 
today.  In  many  homes  on  Sunday  morn- 
ing one  child  will  have  a  cold  and  all  the 
family  will  stay  home  from  church  to  be 
with  the  child.  But  on  Monday  they  all 
leave  and  go  to  their  other  duties  in  life. 
In  case  of  a  small  child  being  sick,  only 
the  mother  needs  to  remain  home  with 
the  child. 

I  would  like  for  you  all  to  consider 
these  three  characters  which  are  brought 
before  you  at  the  close  of  the  ninth 
chapter  of  the  Gospel  of  Luke. 

Now  in  Verses  57  and  58  of  this  ninth 
chapter  of  Luke  we  have  an  example  of 
enthusiasm  awakened  by  the  teachings, 
the  character,  and  the  person  of  Jesus 
Christ:  ".  .  .  it  came  to  pass,  that,  as 
they  went  in  the  way,  a  certain  man  said 
unto  him,  Lord,  I  will  follow  thee  whith- 
ersoever thou  goest.  And  Jesus  said 
unto  him,  Foxes  have  holes,  and  birds  of 
the  air  have  nests;  but  the  Son  of  man 
hath  not  where  to  lay  his  head."  Now 
have  we  not  oftentimes  felt  some  of  the 
same  enthusiasm?  We  have  seen  a  life 
wholly  given  to  God,  or  we  have  mark- 
ed the  daiiy  steps  of  one  who  gave  forth 
a  loving  invitation,  not  so  much  by  the 
words  he  spoke  as  by  the  life  he  lived. 
Jesus  wanted  him  to  count  the  cost.  He 
would  have  us  to  weigh  the  pros  and 
cons.  He  will  not  have  you  join  Him  on 
false  pretense. 

Now  the  next  case  which  is  suggested 
to  us  is  very  opposite.  "And  he  said 
unto  another,  Follow  me.  But  he  said, 
Lord,  suffer  me  first  to  go  and  bury  my 
father.  Jesus  said  unto  him,  Let  the 
dead  bury  their  dead:  but  go  thou  and 
preach  the  kingdom  of  God"  (Luke  9:59, 
(continued  on  page  seven) 
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SUNDAY,  FEBRUARY  10 

Scripture  Reading— Psalm  78:5,  6 
The  Home  Rules  the  Nation 

For  one,  I  care  little  for  the  government 
which  presides  at  Washington,  in  compari- 
son with  the  government  which  rules  the 
millions  of  American  homes.  No  admin- 
istration can  seriously  harm  us  if  our  home 
life  is  pure,  frugal,  and  godly.  No  states- 
manship or  legislation  can  save  us,  if  once 
our  homes  become  the  abode  of  ignorance 
or  the  nestling  place  of  profligacy. 

The  home  rules  the  nation.  If  the  home 
is  demoralized,  it  will  ruin  it.  The  real 
seed  corn  whence  our  Republic  sprang  was 
the  Christian  households  represented  in  the 
Mayflower,  or  the  family  altar  of  the  Hol- 
lander and  the  Hugenot. 

All  our  best  characters,  best  legislation, 
best  institutions,  and  best  church  life  were 
cradled  in  those  early  homes.  They  were 
the  taproot  of  the  Republic,  and  of  the 
American  churches.— Theodore  L.  Cuyler. 
Prayer  Thought 

Any  nation  or  group  is  no  stronger  than 
its  weakest  member.  Individual  character 
is  formed  and  moulded  in  early  childhood. 
Pray  for  guidance  of  all  Fathers  and 
Mothers  in  Christian  love  and  responsibility 
toward  their  children. 

MONDAY,  FEBRUARY  11 
Scripture  Reading— Deuteronomy  4:9 

"Spiritual  Degeneracy" 
Many  years  ago,  quite  a  number  of  bee- 
hives were  carried  to  the  island  of  Barba- 
dos in  the  West  Indies.  At  first  the  bees 
went  diligently  to  work  gathering  honey  for 
the  coming  winter.  But  when  those  bees 
found  that  they  were  in  a  land  of  perpetual 
summer,  they  ceased  to  gather  honey.  In- 
stead they  spent  most  of  their  time  flying 
around,  stinging  the  natives.  So  I  some- 
times think  it  is  with  us.  We  have  what 
can  be  called  "spiritual  degeneracy."  God 
h^s  surrounded  us  with  so  many  blessings 
that,  instead  of  working  for  His  glory  and 
for  the  good  of  our  fellowmen,  we  spend 
most  of  our  time  in  living  for  self.  We 
thrust  the  sting,  when  we  should  be  gath- 
ering the  sweetness  of  the  gospel  life  to 
give  out  again  to  starving  men.— T.  DeWitt 
Talmage. 


Prayer  Thought 
When  people  have  all  their  time  con- 
sumed in  caring  for  their  families  and  work- 
ing  they  are  able  to  think  of  so  many  noble 
causes  in  which  they  do  not  Ixave  time  to 
participate.  Strangely  enough  when  they 
finally  have  time  on  their  hands  all  the 
lofty  thoughts  and  causes  are  forgotten. 

TUESDAY,  FEBRUARY  12 
Scripture  Reading— 2  Corinthians  4:2 

The  Dog  Learned  Quickly 
An  old  lady  rented  a  furnished  villa  for 
the  summer,  and  with  the  villa  a  large  dog 
was  included.  In  the  sitting  room  of  the 
villa  there  was  a  very  comfortable  arm- 
chair. The  old  lady  liked  this  chair  better 
than  any  other  in  the  house.  She  always 
made  for  it  the  first  thing.  But  alas!  she 
nearly  always  found  the  chair  occupied  by 
the  large  dog.  Being  afraid  of  the  dog, 
she  never  dared  hit  it  to  get  it  out  of  the 
chair,  but  instead  she  would  go  to  the  win- 
dow and  call,  "Cats!"  The  dog  would 
rush  to  the  window  and  bark,  and  the  old 
lady  would  quietly  slip  into  the  vacated 
chair.  One  day  the  dog  entered  the  room 
and  found  the  old  lady  in  possession  of 
the  chair.  He  strolled  over  to  the  window 
and,  looking  out,  appeared  very  much  ex- 
cited, and  set  up  a  tremendous  barking. 
The  old  lady  rose  and  hastened  to  the  win- 
dow to  see  what  was  the  matter,  and  the 
dog  quietly  climbed  into  the  chair,  which 
suggests  that  the  deceits  we  practice  on 
others  will,  sooner  or  later,  be  repaid 
against  ourselves.— Religious  Telescope. 
Prayer  Thought 
Since  what  we  consider  dumb  animals 
often  show  a  surprising  amount  of  intelli- 
gence, it  would  be  wise  to  be  more  ob- 
servant of  our  thoughts  and  actions  toward 
people  we  know  to  possess  knowledge,  es- 
pecially, God. 

WEDNESDAY,  FEBRUARY  13 
Scripture  Reading— Jeremiah  22:29 
Words 

Forgive  me,  Lord,  for  careless  words 

When  hungry  souls  are  near: 
Words  that  are  not  of  faith  and  love, 

Heavy  with  care  and  fear; 
Forgive  me  for  the  words  withheld, 

For  words  that  might  have  won 
A  soul  from  darkened  paths  and  sin 

To  follow  thy  dear  Son: 
Words  are  such  mighty  things,  dear  Lord, 

May  I  so  yielded  be 
That  Christ,  who  spake  as  never  man, 

May  ever  speak  through  me. 

—Spiritual  Life. 

Prayer  Thought 
Words  can  be  used  in  so  many  ways. 
We  have  kind  words  of  love  that  can  lift 
our  lives  and  make  them  worth  living.  We 
have  words  of  anger  and  contempt  that  can 
lower  us  to  depths  of  depression  beyond 
comprehension.  Let  us  think  before  we 
speak. 


THURSDAY,  FEBRUARY  14  '\ 

Scripture  Reading— Luke  18:1 
"Everything  Gone:" 

Dr.  John  Watson  once  called  on  a  man  | 
of  his  church  who  had  suffered  great  finan- 
cial reverses.    The  man  was  utterly  broken. 

"Everything  is  gone,"  he  said. 

"What!"  said  his  pastor,  "I'm  sorry  to 
hear  your  wife  is  dead." 

The  man  looked  up  in  surprise.  "My 
wife?"  he  queried. 

"And  I'm  doubly  grieved  to  hear  you  ' 
have  lost  your  character,"  said  Watson, 
and  went  on  remorsefully  naming  one  thing 
after  another,  till  at  last  the  man  protested 
that  all  these  things  still  remained.  "But 
I  thought  you  said  you  lost  everything? 
Man,  you  have  lost  none  of  the  things 
which  are  worthwhile."— Selected. 

Prayer  Thought 

Take  time  to  be  appreciative  of  the  bless- 
ings we  have  received  and  the  blessings  we 
receive  daily.  Using  our  time  for  this  pur- 
pose could  limit  our  time  wasted  in  com- 
plaining. 

FRIDAY,  FEBRUARY  15 
Scripture  Reading— John  16:13 

Everything  OK 
I  rather  like  the  small  boy's  version  of 
the  hymn,  "Trust  and  Obey,"  when  he  said 
that  at  Sunday  school  they  had  been  sing- 
ing "Trust  and  Obey."  Good!  Everything 
must  be  OK  if  the  life  has  been  committed 
to  His  precious  keeping.  There  is  no  other 
way.— Expositor. 

Prayer  Thought 
With  trust  in  our  hearts  we  have  a  bet- 
ter outlook  on  life  even  if  life  does  not 
seem  to  have  a  lot  to  offer.  We  have  a 
tendency  to  find  what  we  look  for.  If  we 
wish  to  be  critical  we  can  always  find 
something  to  criticize. 

SATURDAY,  FEBRUARY  16 

Scripture  Reading— Philippians  4:6 
For  Tlbed  Nerves 

A  man,  paralyzed  by  many  anxieties,  and 
unable  to  sleep  at  night,  was  so  tired  in 
mind  and  body  that  he  was  ready  for  any- 
thing. When  he  was  at  the  last  gasp,  he 
met  a  Christian  friend  who  told  him  that 
if  he  would  only  pray  about  it  all,  he  would 
find  some  relief.  That  night  he  prayed  for 
the  first  time  for  years.  He  told  God  every- 
thing about  himself.  And  while  he  was 
praying  he  fell  asleep.  When  he  woke  up 
hours  later  he  knew  he  had  found  his  cure. 
He  told  his  doctor:  "I  just  tell  Jesus  about 
my  worries.  I  turn  them  all  over  to  Him." 
The  doctor  replied,  "If  all  my  nerve  pa- 
tients would  only  do  that,  I  should  be  a 
poorer  man."— Rev.  F.  H.  Pickering. 
Prayer  Thought 

God  has  offered  to  take  care  of  our  prob- 
lems and  worries.  He  has  sent  His  Son  to 
pay  for  our  iniquities.  We  certainly  seem 
difficult  to  please. 

(Devotions  used  by  permission,  Knight's 
Master  Book  of  New  Illustrations,  Eerd- 
mans  Press. ) 
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Or  Dynamite 


ONE  night  a  few  years  ago  a  group  of 
us  saw  the  new  year  in  at  the 
church,  partaking  of  the  body  and  blood 
of  Jesus  Christ.  As  we  promised  Him 
our  lives  in  the  new  year  we  could  hear 
firecrackers  down  the  street,  some  small 
ones  and  some  a  little  larger. 

Our  lives  have  been  flooded  with  all 
kinds  of  explosions,  great  and  small,  in 
the  last  two  decades.  Race,  war,  politi- 
cal uprisings,  prominent  figures  mur- 
dered, the  biggest  bomb  ever  built  set 
off  in  tests,  and  rockets  thundered  to 
the  moon.  The  "A"  Bomb  brought  World 
War  II  to  an  abrupt  halt.  In  1968,  a 
bomb  50  times  as  big  as  the  one  drop- 
ped in  Hiroshima  was  set  off  under- 
ground in  a  test. 

Scientists  have  said  for  years  that  the 
earth  was  formed  out  of  a  series  of  ex- 
plosions in  the  solar  system.  Some  be- 
lieve man  will  set  off  another  chain  re- 
action one  day  with  his  nuclear  toys  and 
annihilate  himself.  One  day  a  great  ex- 
plosion will  rock  the  world.  The  world 
as  we  know  it  will  pass  away.  The  sun 
and  moon  will  disappear,  mountains  will 
fall  into  the  sea,  and  everything  will 
vanish.  (See  2  Peter  3:10.)  God  will  be 
in  charge,  however,-  it  will  not  be  left  to 
chance.  A  man  may  light  the  fuse,  but 
only  if  God  allows  him.  It  will  only  oc- 
cur if  God  wills  it.  Be  comforted  in 
these  words,  they  are  truth!  Man  does 
not  have  the  power  to  destroy  the  world 
if  God  does  not  will  it  to  be  done. 

Hitler  had  won  the  Second  World  War, 
there  seemed  to  be  no  question  about  it. 
When  the  United  States  intervened  it 
seemed  hopeless,  but  God  gave  the  vic- 
tory. Germany  had  invented  the  "A" 
Bomb,  America  had  not.  God  gave  our 
scientists  time  to  develop  it  and  kept 
the  Germans  from  being  able  to  produce 
it.  We  carried  it  first.  It  seemed  the 
only  way  to  awaken  our  enemies,  and  it 
worked.    God  knows  all  about  bombs 


by  the  Rev.  Stewart  Humphrey 
Greenville,  North  Carolina 


and  weapons  and  can  control  the  use  of 
them. 

There  is  a  power,  however,  that  has 
done  more  to  reveal  the  reality  of  the 
truth  than  bombs.  The  Scripture  says, 
"It  is  God's  power  to  save  all  who  be- 
lieve, first  the  Jews  and  also  the  Gen- 
tiles" (see  Romans  1:16).  The  Greek 
word  for  "power"  in  the  English  lan- 
guage is  "dynamite."  We  are  all  familiar 
with  firecrackers.  They  are  made  of 
the  same  stuff  as  dynamite,  about  the 
same  shape,  they  flash,  and  make  lots 
of  noise  when  they  go  off;  but  they  do 
little  but  blow  up  the  dust.  Many  Chris- 
tians are  mere  firecrackers.  They  look 
like  dynamite,  make  the  same  noise,  etc., 
but  do  little  other  than  raise  the  dust 
and  have  little  or  no  effect  on  their  sur- 
roundings. Construction  people  don't 
use  firecrackers.  They  use  dynamite  be- 
cause they  want  things  to  be  changed; 
they  want  things  to  be  done.  Dynamite 
sounds  like  firecrackers.  However,  it  is 
a  lot  louder,  it  is  made  of  the  same  stuff, 
but  when  it  goes  off  things  are  changed. 

The  devil  is  a  firecracker  and  a  "cher- 
ry bomb"  man.  He  pops  off  loud,  stirs 
up  a  lot  of  dust,  but  man  is  left  as  he  is. 
The  devil  claims  he  has  power,  but  he 
hasn't.  It  is  God  who  has  real  power 
and  God  alone  who  can  change  the  entire 
face  of  humanity  and  the  face  of  the 
world. 

In  the  sixteenth  century  Martin 
Luther  set  off  an  explosion.  In  the  nine- 
teenth century  another  religious  explo- 
sion occurred.  The  initial  explosion  oc- 
curred, however,  when  God  delved  into 
history  and  gave  His  Son.  This  religious 
explosion  has  rocked  the  soul  of  man- 
kind for  nearly   two   thousand  years. 


What  is  needed  today,  more  than  ever 
before,  is  an  explosion  among  God's  peo- 
ple. Not  just  any  kind  of  explosion,  but 
a  well-planned  and  executed  application 
of  the  dynamic  power  of  the  Holy  Spirit 
that  will  once  more  set  the  church  rock- 
ing and  changing  the  face  and  heart  of 
society.  God  has  a  plan.  In  future  ar- 
ticles this  plan  will  be  examined  fur- 
ther. 


JOHN  W.  PETERSON! 


THE  LAST  WEEK 

(SATB)  by  John  W.  Peterson 
performance  time,  approximately  50 
minutes 

A  stirring  new  Easter  cantata  from 
the  Dean  of  Christian  Music!  Highlight- 
ed by  memorable  solo  parts  and  dra- 
matic Scripture  narration  throughout. 
The  Last  Week  covers  the  important 
events  of  the  week  preceding  the  Lord's 
crucifixion  and  resurrection,  climaxed  by 
the  victorious  proclamation  "He  Is 
Risen!"  Truly,  one  of  John  W.  Peterson's 
finest! 

96  pages,  $2.50  copy. 
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DENOMINATIONAL  INTEREST 


Plans  Made  for  N.  C. 
Stale  League  Convention 

The  Executive  Committee  of  the  North 
Carolina  State  League  Convention  met  at 
Mount  Olive  College,  Mount  Olive,  North 
Carolina,  Saturday,  January  19.  The  pur- 
pose of  the  meeting  was  to  complete  the 
plans  for  the  League  Convention  to  be 
held  at  the  First  Free  Will  Baptist  Church 
of  Durham,  Saturday,  March  9. 


of  sacred  music  at  the  Rooty  Branch  Free 
Will  Baptist  Church,  Route  2,  Mount 
Olive,  Sunday  evening,  February  10,  be- 
ginning at  seven  o'clock.  Also  during 
the  service,  the  Rev.  David  C.  Hansley, 
assistant  to  the  president  of  the  college, 
will  present  slides  of  the  progress  of  the 
college. 

The  pastor  of  the  church,  the  Rev. 
Jack  Burnett,  along  with  the  church 
membership,  cordially  invites  the  public 
to  attend. 


Coming  Events  .  . . 

February  23— High  School  Day,  Mount 
Olive  College,  Mount  Olive,  North 
Carolina 

March  9— North  Carolina  State  League 
Convention,  First  Free  Will  Baptist 
Church,  Durham,  North  Carolina 

April  5-7-Free  Will  Baptist  Camp-Out, 
Eagle's  Nest  Conference  Center,  Mount 
Olive  College,  Mount  Olive,  North  Caro- 
lina 


In  days  of  stress  and  strife,  it  is  well 
to  remember  that  worry  is  no  one's 
friend,  but  everyone's  enemy. 

There  are  773,692  words  in  the  Bible 
but  one  will  search  in  vain  for  a  single 
occurrence  of  the  word  "worry"  among 
them! 

"Worry"  is  not  in  God's  vocabulary 
and  should  not  be  in  ours. 


FROM:  State  Convention  Commission  on  Scouting 

TO:  All  Original  F  ree  Will  Baptist  Churches  of  North  Carolina 

SUBJECT:  "Onward  for  God  and  Country" 

1.  We,  your  Commission  of  Scouting,  in  cooperation  with  Mount  Olive  College,  are 
happy  to  announce  a  weekend  of  brotherhood,  fellowship,  and  Christian  development 
through  scouting. 

DATE:  April  5-7,  1974 

PLACE:  Eagle's  Nest  Conference  Center,  Mount  Olive  College 
THEME:  "Onward  for  God  and  Country" 

2.  A  beautiful  and  meaningful  patch  to  commemorate  this  weekend  has  been  de- 
s;gned,  approved  by  the  commission,  and  will  be  made  available  to  all  participating. 

3.  There  will  be  events  for  all  Cubs,  Scouts,  and  Explorers  to  include  tours  of 
Mount  Olive  College. 

4.  Fo"  immediate  planning  purposes,  we  respectfully  request  that  you  please  fill 
out  the  following  blank  and  return  as  soon  as  possible. 


In  the  picture  above,  front  row,  left 
to  right:  Mrs.  Molly  Tart,  Goldsboro, 
member  at  large,-  Mrs.  Betty  Ard,  Ayden, 
secretary;  Miss  Aileen  Moore,  Mount 
Olive  College,  corresponding  secretary. 
Back  row:  Mr.  James  McGee,  Durham, 
vice-president;  Miss  Leah  McGlohon, 
Winterville,  treasurer,-  the  Rev.  Raymond 
Jones,  Durham,  president. 

"New  Creations"  to  Sing 

At  Rooty  Branch  Church  FROM 

P(Name  of  Church)  (Mailing  Address) 

TO:  Commission  Secretary:  The  Rev.  E.  F.  Crary,  P.  0.  Box  1236,  Kinston,  North  Carolina 
28501 

Please  check  the  following: 

We  have  —  Cub  Pack   

Scout  Troop  -  — 

Explorer  Post  -  - 

Girl  Scouts   

We  do  not  have  scouting,  but  are  interested  

]  We  will  attend   

5.  I'pon  rece'pt  of  your  blank,  I  will  send  you  the  "Onward  for  God  and  Country" 

The  "New  Creations,"  a  singing  group      Crmporee  agenda. 
,       ,.     ,         r  -  x  nr  Respectfu  y  submitted, 

from  Mount  Olive  College,  Mount  Olive,  ^  1 

North  Carolina,  will  present  a  program  E-  F-  CRARY,  Secretary 
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MOUNT  OLIVE.  NORTH  CAROLINA 


A  College  Chapel 

Mount  Olive  College  considers  the  de- 
velopment of  a  sound  Christian  philoso- 
phy and  Christian  character  to  be  an 
integral  part  of  its  educational  objec- 
tives. Programs  designed  to  enrich  the 
spiritual  life  of  students  include  chapel 
services,  dormitory  devotions,  and  reli- 
gious organizations.  A  series  of  convo- 
cations and  retreats  also  contribute  to 
opportunities  for  strengthennig  one's  re- 
ligion. 


College  Chapel 

From  the  beginning  of  the  College 
many  ministers,  laymen,  and  friends  have 
wanted  to  see  a  chapel  on  our  campus. 
A  College  chapel  at  Mount  Olive  will  soon 
be  a  reality.  As  the  chapel  will  be  in 
the  center  of  our  campus  it  will  help  to 
create  a  Christian  atmosphere.  One  can 
hardly  wait  to  hear  the  carillons  as  they 
will  sound  across  campus  calling  our  at- 
tention to  Christ.  • 


Furnishings  Committee 

The  furnishings  committee  has  been 
busy  at  the  task  of  selecting  the  color 


of  fabric  for  the  upholstered  pews  as 
well  as  design  for  the  furniture.  They 
have  placed  the  order  for  all  the  furni- 
ture and  carpet. 

The  architect  and  contractor  have  giv- 
en us  late  spring  as  the  completion 
date. 


College  President 
On  TV 

Mount  Olive  College  will  be  featured 
in  a  thirty-minute  program  on  WITN-TV 
(Channel  7)  Sunday,  February  10,  at 
11:30  a.m.  Bill  Rogers  will  interview 
President  W.  Burkette  Raper  on  "Tempo 
74." 

The  program  will  include  the  distinc- 
tive educational  features  of  Mount  Olive 
College  and  its  plans  for  the  future  and 
will  be  illustrated  with  color  slides. 

The  entire  thirty  minutes  is  being 
made  available  to  the  College  without 
charge  by  WITN-TV. 


High  School  Day 

All  high  school  seniors  and  juniors 
are  encouraged  to  attend  High  School 
Day  on  Saturday,  February  23,  1974,  at 
Mount  Olive  College.  The  schedule  will 
begin  at  9  a.m.,  with  registration,  fol- 
lowed by  campus  tours,  refreshments, 
conferences  with  the  faculty,  and  a 
luncheon  courtesy  of  the  College.  Free 
Will  Baptist  students  are  especially  en- 
couraged to  join  in  the  activities  sche- 
duled. 

Mount  Olive  College  provides  a  quality 
academic  program  while  emphasizing  a 
concern  for  each  student  as  an  individual. 


"Tommy,"  said  the  teacher,  "can  you 
tell  us  what  is  meant  by  nutritious 
food?" 

"Yes'm,"  said  Tommy,  "it's  food  what 
ain't  got  no  taste  to  it." 


The  Three  Candidates 
For  Discipleship 

(continued  from  page  three) 

60).  The  first  candidate  was  enthusias- 
tic; the  second  one  was  reluctant.  The 
lesson  here  is  very  clear:  "Jesus  Christ 
may  call  you,  but  first  do  this."  How- 
ever, this  is  not  what  the  Gospel  teaches 
us.  It  teaches  that  we  must  put  Jesus 
Christ  first  in  everything. 

The  third  case  has  something  in  com- 
mon with  both  the  others.  In  this  inci- 
dent the  man  volunteers  to  follow  Jesus 
but  says,  ".  .  .  Lord,  I  will  follow  thee; 
but  let  me  first  go  bid  them  farewell, 
which  are  at  home  at  my  house.  And 
Jesus  said  unto  him,  No  man,  having  put 
his  hand  to  the  plow,  and  looking  back, 
is  fit  for  the  kingdom  of  God"  (Luke  9: 
61,  62).  Christ  wants  our  undivided  af- 
fection. He  wants  us  to  take  up  His 
work,  not  as  a  hard  work,  but  as  a  ser- 
vice in  which  we  have  put  our  hearts. 
Christ  Wants  spiritual  full-time  plow- 
men. He  does  not  want  anyone  on  a 
part-time  basis.  Christ's  work  must  go 
on  whether  the  weather  is  fine  or  the 
reverse.  He  may  begin  with  the  sunshine 
in  the  early  morning,  but  clouds  may 
gather  at  noon,  and  He  may  finish  His 
work  in  mist  and  rain. 

The  plowman  must  look  straight 
ahead.  Not  only  must  he  never  look 
back,  but  he  must  never  look  on  one 
side  or  the  other.  The  plowman  must 
look  straight  ahead  if  he  hopes  to  keep 
his  furrows  straight.  Also  the  plowman 
must  work  in  hope.  As  he  plows  on  hour 
after  hour,  day  after  day,  there  is  a  pic- 
ture evercheering  him  of  something 
which  perhaps  he  will  never  see  happen. 
It  is  a  strong,  sincere  arm  gathering  in 
the  harvest.  Also  there  is  a  song  in  his 
ear  which  perhaps  he  may  never  hear 
sung,  the  song  of  harvest  home.  But 
when  this  is  all  done  according  to  God's 
divine  will,  he  will  never  lose  his  reward. 
Again  I  say  that  he  who  looks  back  or 
on  either  side  for  the  comfort  of  life  or 
for  easy  circumstances,  may  lose  his  joy. 
But  those  who  are  wholly  bent  upon  this 
one  thing,  seeking  the  kingdom  of  God 
first,  the  song  of  eternal  harvest  home 
they  shall  reap. 


A  young  man  who  had  just  received 
his  degree  from  college  rushed  out  and 
said,  "Here  I  am,  world;  I  have  my 
A.  B." 

The  world  replied:  "Sit  down,  son,  and 
I'll  teach  you  the  rest  of  the  alphabet." 
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Life  Membership 
Award 


vp  ■  1 — \i'  J 

The  Black  Jack  Free  Will  Baptist  Wom- 
an's Auxiliary,  Route  3,  Greenville,  North 
Carolina,  presented  the  "Life  Member- 
ship Award"  at  its  last  meeting  which 
was  held  on  Wednesday  night,  January 
16,  1974,  to  Mrs.  Virginia  Arnold  Hud- 
son. 

Virginia  was  baptized  and  became  a 
member  of  Black  Jack  church  on  October 
4,  1942.  From  the  very  beginning  of 
her  Christian  life,  she  has  been  active  in 
the  work  of  the  church.  She  became  a 
member  of  the  woman's  auxiliary  in  De- 
cember, 1945. 

Since  becoming  a  member  of  the  wom- 
an's auxiliary,  she  has  held  every  office 
except  one,  holding  two  offices  at  one 
time  when  the  office  of  secretary  and 
treasurer  were  combined.  As  president 
she  was  an  exceptional  leader  and  work- 
ed toward  helping  the  auxiliary  become 
an  "A-l"  standard.  She  always  has  kept 
up  with  all  phases  of  auxiliary  work  and 
participates  willingly. 

In  the  youth  work  of  the  church  she 
taught  Sunday  school  classes,  working 
with  school-age  children.  She  was  help- 
ful in  organizing  the  first  Bible  school 
and  has  taught  and  directed  it. 

In  church  she  is  a  faithful  attender 
and  worker  and  serves  as  a  chairman  on 
one  of  the  benevolence  committees  of 
the  church.   She  is  also  a  faithful  help- 


mate to  her  husband  in  his  church  du- 
ties. 

The  highest  qualification  for  any 
award  is  found  in  God's  Word.  Virginia 
fits  the  description  of  God's  ideal  wom- 
an pictured  in  the  thirty-first  chapter  of 
Proverbs.  The  last  part  of  Verse  31  in 
the  chapter  says,  ".  .  .  let  her  own  works 
praise  her  in  the  gates."  Virginia's 
works  and  her  continuing  interest  in  all 
phases  of  church,  auxiliary,  and  com- 
munity work  say  much  more  than  words 
can  tell— "Let  her  own  works  praise  her 
in  the  gates." 

Pictured  above  is  Mrs.  Doris  Jean  Hud- 
son, who  gave  the  presentation  speech; 
Mrs.  Virginia  Hudson,-  and  Mrs.  Vona 
Bazen,  president  of  the  auxiliary. 


Resolutions  of  Respect 

We,  the  membership  of  the  Woman's 
Auxiliary  of  Free  Union  Free  Will  Baptist 
Church,  Beaufort  County.  North  Carolina, 
would  like  to  present  the  following  reso- 
lution of  respect: 

Be  it  resolved,  that  the  Woman's  Aux- 
iliary of  Free  Union  Free  Will  Baptist 
Church  of  Beaufort  County,  North  Caro- 
lina, is  gratefully  indebted  to  almighty 
God  for  the  beautiful  Christian  life  of 
the  late  Mrs.  Idar  Keech; 

Whereas,  the  late  Mrs.  Idar  Keech  has 
faithfully  and  dutifully  served  as  a  life- 
long member  in  the  auxiliary,-  and 

Whereas,  she  demonstrated  a  sincere 
and  benevolent  character,-  and 

Whereas,  she  understood  and  lived  a 
Christian  life,-  and 

Whereas,  her  model  Christian  life  is  an 
inspiration  for  us,- 

Therefore  be  it  resolved,  that  copies 
of  this  resolution  be  sent  to  "The  Free 
Will  Baptist"  for  publication,  a  copy  sent 
to  the  family,  and  a  copy  be  placed  in 
the  auxiliary  records. 

Resolutions  Committee, 
Margaret  Hardison 
Sue  Tinker 
Doris  Wilson 


ATTENTION, 
LOCAL  AUXILIARIES! 

".  .  .  Feed  my  sheep"  (John  21:17). 

One  of  the  joys  of  being  a  Christian 
is  sharing  Christ  with  others.  Free  Will 
Baptist  women  over  the  state  of  North 
Carolina  have  manifested  this  in  their 
support  to  our  mission  program  this 
year.  We  have  truly  lived  up  to  our 
1973  theme,  "Feed  My  Sheep." 

Our  quota  for  this  convention  year 
1973-74  is  $3,000.  Women,  I  am  hap- 
py to  tell  you  that  we  have  already  met 
our  quota.  I  thank  God  for  you  and 
your  concern  for  His  cause. 

But  we  must  not  and  cannot  stop 
here.  Isaiah  54:2,  tells  us  to  ".  .  .  length- 
en thy  cords,  and  strengthen  thy  stakes." 
The  strength  of  our  foreign  mission  pro- 
gram will  depend  on  home  missions.  We 
have  a  little  more  than  three  months  un- 
til our  State  Auxiliary  Convention.  I  am 
asking  that  we  do  what  we  can  during 
this  time  for  our  home  mission  program. 
We  have  several  new  mission  points 
within  our  state  and  the  need  is  great. 
Surely  we  need  a  church  in  every  town 
and  city  in  North  Carolina.  We  can 
help  by  sending  our  money  for  missions 
earmarked  "home  missions,"  from  now 
until  our  convention  in  May.  At  that 
time  we  will  begin  our  project  for  an- 
other year. 

Please  continue  to  support  missions. 
Mrs.  Dola  Dudley 
State  Missions  Chairman 


PRAYER  REQUEST 

The  Rev.  R.  N.  Hinnant,  former  presi- 
dent of  the  Free  Will  Baptist  Press 
Foundation  Board,  and  Mrs.  Hinnant  have 
both  recently  been  hospitalized,  Mr.  Hin- 
nant having  undergone  surgery.  Mrs. 
Hinnant  suffered  a  stroke  in  the  fall  but 
from  the  last  report  is  slowly  improving. 
The  Hinnants  request  the  prayers  of 
their  many  friends  and  would  greatly 
appreciate  hearing  from  you.  You  may 
write  them  at  Box  712,  Denham  Springs, 
Louisiana  70726. 


Little  Johnny  said,  as  he  rode  in  the 
family  car,  "Mommy,  if  it  weren't  for 
you  and  Daddy,  I  wouldn't  know  where 
I  should  turn." 

Long  ago  the  psalmist  showed  the 
same  trust  when  he  asked,  "Whom  have 
I  in  heaven  but  thee?  and  there  is  none 
upon  earth  that  I  desire  beside  thee" 
(Psalm  73=25). 
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MISSIONS 


Conference  Sponsors 
Mission  Rally 

The  Paul  Palmer  Fellowship  Confer- 
ence of  Original  Free  Will  Baptists  from 
Southwest  Georgia,  sponsored  a  Mission- 
ary Rally  October  24,  25,  26,  1973,  at 
jj the    White    Pond   Free   Will  Baptist 
(  Church  in  Early  County  near  Blakely, 
I  Georgia. 

The  Rev.  Joseph  Ingram,  director- 
I  treasurer  of  North  Carolina  Mission 
Hi  Board,  accompanied  by  the  Rev.  Harold 
I  Jones,  Free  Will  Baptist  missionary  to 

I  the   Philippine   Islands,   attended  this 

I I  conference.  On  Wednesday  night,  Mr. 
I  Ingram  spoke  on  the  work  of  the  mis- 
:  sion  board  and  its  accomplishments  dur- 
I  ing  the  past  year,-  after  which,  he 
I  brought  a  message  to  the  entire  group 

on  its  responsibilities  as  missionaries. 
I  The  following  night,  Mr.  Jones  showed 
I  slides  from  his  pastorate  in  the  Philip- 
I  pines,  giving  insight  to  the  work  of  a 
>  missionary  in  such  a  setting  as  the  far- 
1  away  lands  of  the  Philippines. 

On  Friday  night,  the  host  church  en- 
tertained the  members  of  the  confer- 
^  ence  and  the  guests  with  an  old-fashion- 
i  ed  barbecue  supper  with  all  the  trim- 
||  mings.   Following  this  supper,  Mr.  Jones 
|  brought  a  special  message  to  the  con- 
ference concerning  his  work  as  a  mis- 
sionary.   Each  church  sent  a  special  of- 
fering, totaling  $1,028.57,  to  be  applied 
to  the  missionary  fund. 

On  the  following  day,  October  27,  Mr. 
Jones  was  the  morning  speaker  for  the 
[  Paul  Palmer  Fellowship  Conference  when 
it  met  for  the  first  quarterly  session  for 
the  year,  1973-74. 


Covered-Dish  Supper 
For  the  Links 

On  January  9,  1974,  the  Jakin  Free 
Will  Baptist  Church  in  Early  County, 
Georgia,  was  host  at  a  covered-dish  sup- 
per for  the  Rev.  and  Mrs.  Vance  Link 
and  their  family.  The  Jakin  church  is  a 
member  of  the  Paul  Palmer  Fellowship 
Conference  of  Original  Free  Will  Baptists. 
Mr.  Link,  a  missionary  on  the  Texas- 


Mexico  field,  is  being  aided  by  this 
church  conference.  He  and  his  family 
who  were  returning  to  the  field  after 
visiting  their  parents  and  relatives  in 
North  Carolina  for  the  Christmas  holi- 
days, stopped  by  for  the  occasion. 

Mr.  Link  introduced  his  wife  and 
daughter,  Jody,  age  10;  and  his  son, 
Paul,  age  18  months.  Mrs.  Link  and 
Jody  gave  their  personal  testimonies  and 
together  with  Mr.  Link,  sang  a  chorus  in 
the  Spanish  language.  Paul  entertained 
with  his  antics  during  the  supper  hour. 
Mr.  Link  gave  us  his  personal  viewpoint 
of  missions  and  missionary  work  for  all 


Christians.  This  thought-provoking  mes- 
sage was  an  inspiration  to  all  who  at- 
tended. A  special  offering  of  $110  was 
given  to  Mr.  Link  to  assist  him  in  his 
work  on  the  mission  field  in  Mexico. 


Don't  use  a  gallon  of  words  to  ex- 
press a  spoonful  of  thought. 


BOOKSTORE 

HOURS 

***** 

*  The  Ayden  Bible  and  Bookstore, 

*  located  at  the  Free  Will  Baptist 

*  Press  Foundation,  Inc.,  81 1  North 

*  Lee  Street,  Ayden,  North  Caro- 

*  lina,    observes    the  following 

*  hours: 

*  Monday-Friday-8  a.m.  to  5  p.m. 

*  Saturday— 9  a.m.  to  5  p.m. 
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Abel 

Abraham 

Adam 

Barabbas 

Benjamin 

Boaz 

Cain 

Daniel 

David 

Elisha 

Herod 

Jacob 

James 

Jesus 

Job 

John  the  Baptist 

Jonah 

Joseph 

Michael 

Moses 

Paul 

Peter 

Philip 

Saul 

Seth 

Shadrach 
Simon 
Solomon 
Thomas 


Find  the  above  Bible  men  hidden  in  the  puzzle.  The  names  may  be  vertical,  hori- 
zontal, or  diagonal,  and  may  be  spelled  forward  or  backward.  The  answers  will  be 
in  the  next  issue  of  The  Free  Will  Baptist. 
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Churches  and  Ministers 
Available 

(Note:  This  column  is  provided,  when 
needed,  for  any  church  that  is  seeking  a 
pastor  and  for  any  minister  who  is  seeking 
a  church  to  serve  and  would  like  to  give 
such  notice.  Please  send  the  necessary  in- 
formation to  the  editor  of  "The  Free  Will 
Baptist."  Each  notice  will  run  for  two  is- 
sues only. ) 


Mr.  Charles  Lynwood  Renfrow  an- 
nounces that  he  is  available  for  supply 
work  among  the  Free  Will  Baptist  De- 
nomination. He  is  a  licensed  minister, 
licensed  by  Everett's  Chapel  Free  Will 
Baptist  Church,  Clayton,  North  Carolina. 
He  may  be  contacted  at  802  East  Home 
Street,  Clayton,  North  Carolina  27520; 
telephone  553-7800. 


MINISTERIAL 
PREPARATION 

In  the  "Notebook"  (The  Free  Will  Bap- 
tist, January  23,  1974)  the  question  was 
raised  several  times  about  what  we  Free 
Will  Baptists  are  doing  for  the  men  who 
enter  the  ministry  after  they  have  family 
responsibilities  and  cannot  enter  college. 
The  answer  implied  in  the  article  was 
that  we  are  doing  nothing— except  for 
an  "Institute"  provided  by  one  church  in 
our  denomination.  But  I  know  of  a  much 
greater  effort  to  provide  good  training 
for  our  ministers— young  and  old. 

Through  literature  I  receive  in  the 
mail  I  am  aware  that  Mount  Olive  Col- 
lege, which  is  owned  and  operated  by 
the  North  Carolina  State  Convention  of 
Original  Free  Will  Baptists  and  is  fully 
accredited,  does  in  fact  offer  varied 
courses  for  ministers  (and  laymen)  who 
cannot  attend  college  as  full-time  stu- 
dents. These  courses  are  offered  at  a 
very  nominal  fee  and  can  be  taken  for 
credit  as  well.  It  is  also  my  understand- 
ing that  the  college  will  provide  off- 
campus  extension  courses  when  there  is 
sufficient  interest.  Moreover,  when 
Mount  Olive  College  begins  a  four-year 
program  they  will  be  able  to  provide 
even  greater  opportunities  for  the  min- 
ister who  wishes  to  improve  himself— 
those  who  enter  college  and  those  who 
cannot. 

So  what  are  we  Free  Will  Baptists  do- 
ing for  our  ministers  who  cannot  enter 
college?  Through  our  college  at  Mount 
Olive  our  ministers  can  receive  much  of 


the  preparation  they  need  for  the  pas- 
torate. (I  am  not  associated  with  the 
college  except  as  a  Free  Will  Baptist  sup- 
porter.) 

Respectfully  submitted, 
Adrian  Grubbs 


IF  WE  LIVED  THE  CHRISTIAN  WAY 

Dr.  William  Sadler,  renowned  special- 
ist in  nervous  diseases,  said,  "If  people 
lived  in  a  truly  Christian  way,  half  the 
diseases  would  drop  off  tomorrow  morn- 
ing, and  we  would  have  a  new  superior 
race  of  human  beings." 


A  Chinese  Christian's7 
Faith 

A  Chinese  village  was  on  fire.  A 
Christian  old  woman  went  onto  the  roof 
of  her  little  dwelling  and  cried  out  so 
that  all  around  could  hear:  "Jesus,  save 
this  house!"  Next  day,  amid  the  char- 
red ruins  and  desolation,  her  cottage 
alone  was  standing,  a  monument  to  the 
power  of  prayer.  The  heathen  around 
were  much  impressed  by  such  an  object 
lesson  on  the  foreign  doctrine.— Wonder- 
ful Word. 


CHORUSES  FROM  THE  MESSIAH 

(SATB)  edited  by  Norman  Johnson 
A  delightfully  handy  volume  of  such  great  Messiah 
choruses  as  Worthy  is  the  Lamb1,  And  the  Glory  of 
the  Lord!,  plus  many  others  All  can  be  used  in 
coniunction  with  solos  from  the  oratorio.  $  1  00  copy 

EASTER  ORGANIST 

Music  for  Palm  Sunday,  Holy  Week  and  Easter 
arranged  for  electronic  and  pipe  organ  by  Harold 
DeCou  and  Norman  Johnson  32  pages  $2  00 
copy 

SOLOS  FOR  EASTER 

Adapted  from  the  ever-popular  John  W  Peterson 
cantatas  Organ  or  piano  accompaniment  Avail- 
able in  arrangements  for  both  medium  and  low 
voice.  $1  25  each 

THE  EASTER  CHOIR 

An  attractive  collection  of  SATB  anthems  compiled 
by  John  M  Rasley  Included  are  selections  for 
Palm  Sunday,  Holy  Week  and  Easter  32  pages 
$1  50  copy 


SEE  AND  HEAR  CANTATA  KITS 

You  could  call  them  "tool  kits"  all  the  tools  you 
need  to  build  a  successful  cantata  program!  The 
cantata  book  is  for  your  perusal  and  evaluation 
before  ordering  in  quantity  for  your  choir  The 
33-1/3  rpm  record  lets  you  hear  the  cantata  in  full 
dimension  as  professionally  recorded  -  later 
guides  the  choir,  soloists  and  organist  to  rapid 
mastery  of  its  passages  The  bulletin  cover  matches 
the  cover  of  the  cantata  book  -  can  be  ordered  in 
quantity  Imprint  your  program  on  these 

Kits  Now  Available  For: 

•  BEHOLD  YOUR  KING  (SATB,  SAB*,  SA) 

•  EASTER  SONG  (SATB,  SSA*) 

•  FAITH,  TEARS  AND  RESURRECTION  (SATB) 
(KIT  -  $3.00) 

•  THE  GLORY  OF  EASTER  (SATB,  SA) 

•  GLORY  TO  THE  LAMB  (SATB) 

•  HAIL,  GLORIOUS  KING  (SATB,  SAB*,  SSA) 

•  HALLELUJAH  FOR  THE  CROSS  (SATB,  SSA) 

•  HALLELUJAH!  WHAT  A  SAVIOR!  (SATB,  SAB*, 
SA) 

•  KING  OF  GLORY  (SATB) 

•  NO  GREATER  LOVE  (SATB,  SAB*,  SSA) 

•  NONE  OTHER  LAMB  (SATB) 

•  WERE  YOU  THERE?  (SATB) 
'Contains  compatible  SATB  recording 

Cantata  Kit  $3.95  each 

Matching  Bulletin  Covers  .  $3.00  per  hundred 
The  Last  Week  (SATB)  $6.95  each 

(includes  stereo  recording) 

Order  from 
AYDEN  BIBLE  AND  BOOKSTORE 

P.  0.  Box  158 
North  Carolina  28513 
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QUESTIONS 

and 
ANSWERS 


Conducted  by  J.  P.  BARROW 
Route  1,  Box  475,  LaGrange,  North  Carolina  28551 


Question:  Does  God  cause  diseases  to 
afflict  people? 

jj    Answer:  The  reason  for  diseases  and 
their  origin  and  range  of  their  afflictions 
are  not  too  well  known.    As  each  fea- 
ture of  creation  had  been  achieved,  God 
pronounced  it  as  being  good.    This,  so 
far  as  1  know,  includes  bacteria  and 
germs  that  now  cause  disease.    If  so, 
jj  they  like  Lucifer,  were  created  to  fill  a 
need  and  were  useful  in  this  until  sin 
:  entered  God's  creation.    In  the  case  of 
1  Lucifer,  he  was  regarded  as  the  most 
I  beautiful  of  all  creatures  until  he  sin- 
I  ned.  "How  art  thou  fallen  from  heaven, 
'  0  Lucifer,  son  of  the  morning!  how  art 
thou  cut  down  to  the  ground,  which 
i  didst  weaken  the  nations!  ...  Yet  thou 
!  shalt  be  brought  down  to  hell,  to  the 
;  sides  of  the  pit.    They  that  see  thee 
shall  narrowly  look  upon  thee,  and  con- 
ji  sider  thee,  saying,  Is  this  the  man  that 
\  made  the  earth  to  tremble,   that  did 
\  shake  kingdoms"  (Isaiah  14:12,  15,  16). 

Jesus  said  to  Satan:  "And  the  seventy 
,!  returned  again  with  joy,  saying,  Lord, 
I  even  the  devils  are  subject  unto  us 
through  thy  name.    And  he  said  unto 
them,  I  beheld  Satan  as  lightning  fall 
;  from  heaven.  .  .  .  Notwithstanding  in 
this  rejoice  not,  that  the  spirits  are  sub- 
ject unto  you,-  but  rather  rejoice,  because 
|  your  names  are  written  in  heaven"  (Luke 
10:17,  18,  20).   Compare,  "Thou  art  the 
anointed  cherub  that  covereth;  and  I 
have  set  thee  so:  thou  wast  upon  the 
holy  mountain  of  God;  thou  hast  walked 
up  and  down  in  the  midst  of  the  stones 
of  fire.   Thou  wast  perfect  in  thy  ways 
from  the  day  that  thou  wast  created, 
till  iniquity  was  found  in  thee"  (Ezekiel 
28:14,  15). 
When  all  the  teachings  of  Scripture 
;',  concerning  Satan  formerly  called  Lucifer 
are  put  together  we  behold  a  glorious 
being  who,  when  he  allowed  pride  to 
come  into  his  life,  fell  from  the  most 
lofty  position  of  all  the  creatures  to  that 
of  the  most  despised  of  the  same  crea- 
tures.   So  that  which  in  this  case  was 


created  perfectly  and  as  the  most  exalt- 
ed of  all  fell  to  the  most  depraved  of  all. 
Man  who  was  created  in  the  image  and 
after  the  likeness  of  God,  having  do- 
minion over  all  the  animals  of  the  water, 
land,  and  air  turned  from  God  and  His 
directions  to  this  one  time  beautiful,  but 
fallen  and  deplorable  creature,  was  in 
this  act  the  means  of  bringing  a  curse 
over  his  dominion,  making  it  available 
to  Satan  and  his  angels.  Perhaps  disease 
germs  and  bacteria  filled  a  useful  pur- 
pose in  man's  behalf  until  this,  but  now 
these  same  created  objects  have  become 
a  curse  to  man  which  was  a  result  of 
our  first  parents'  sin  and  of  course  our 
sin. 

Now  since  the  fall  of  man  God  has 
provided  a  way  of  escape  in  Christ. 
Even  though  this  Lucifer  who  is  Satan 
became  the  god  of  this  world  when  he 
deceived  Eve  and  through  her  caused 
Adam  to  sin  without  his  being  deceived, 
gained  the  place  of  authority  God  gave 
man.  He  is  not  the  almighty  ruler  of 
these  things  for  God  has  reserved  him 
in  chains  of  darkness;  that  is,  when  man 
obeys  God,  God  comes  to  him  through 
Christ  and  he  continues  to  walk  in  the 
light.  Thus,  Satan  can't  touch  him  for 
Satan  is  now  retained  in  chains  of  dark- 
ness. If  all  men  on  earth  should  come 
to  God,  giving  Him  complete  rightaway 
to  every  area  of  their  lives,  Satan  would 
have  no  means  by  which  to  enter  men's 
activities  and  experience,-  however,  this 
has  not  been  the  case  since  man  sinned. 

The  gospel  is  preached  and  some  are 
being  saved,  but  when  Christ  comes,  and 
Satan  with  all  his  emissaries  are  chain- 
ed and  cast  into  the  bottomless  pit  for 
a  thousand  years,  Christ  will  reign  on 
this  earth  while  peace  and  righteous- 
ness shall  cover  the  earth  as  the  waters 
cover  the  sea.  There  will  be  no  disease 
in  those  days  for  nothing  will  be  able  to 
harm  anyone  in  Christ's  kingdom.  There 
will  be  no  carnivorous  beasts  for  we  are 
told  that  the  lion  and  the  lamb  will  lie 
down  together,  that  the  bear  and  calf 


will  feed  together,  etc.;  but  as  of  now, 
we  are  to  follow  the  Bible's  suggestions 
in  warding  off  disease. 

Paul  allowed  Luke  the  physician  to 
accompany  him.  God  gives  medical  skill 
to  some  that  they  may  be  used  in  this 
way  to  ward  off  disease,  but  when  Christ 
is  reigning  such  will  not  be  necessary. 
The  evil  force  God  allowed  to  be  exerted 
by  Satan  when  our  parents  sinned  made 
way  for  thorns  and  thistles,  and  as  I 
understand  it,  caused  serpents  to  become 
both  vicious  and  poisonous,  and  some  of 
the  animals  who  in  the  beginning  were 
ruminantia  to  be  carnivorous  and  bac- 
teria germs  that  served  a  good  and  a 
meaningful  purpose  to  become  the  means 
of  diseases.  We  need  not  be  surprised  if 
the  kinds  of  diseases  continue  to  in- 
crease and  if  there  comes  a  time  before 
Christ's  kingdom  is  set  up  upon  the 
earth  when  all  the  medical  skill  of  man 
is  unable  to  cope  with  the  situation. 
"For  nation  shall  rise  against  nation, 
and  kingdom  against  kingdom:  and  there 
shall  be  famines,  and  pestilences,  and 
earthquakes,  in  divers  places"  (Matthew 
24:7).  Pestilences  include  disease.  (See 
and  compare  Luke  21:6-12). 

Venereal  diseases  are  now  on  an 
alarming  increase  and  I  heard  a  man  who 
was  introduced  on  TV  as  an  authority 
on  the  subject  say  that  it  was  thought 
a  few  years  ago  that  medical  skill  had 
found  means  to  cope  with  these  danger- 
ous diseases,  but  that  now  they  are  al- 
most out  of  hand  again  since  the  germs 
causing  these  have  become  immuned  to 
the  modern  drugs  that  once  seemed  to 
be  effective  in  the  control  of  these 
diseases.  Then  there  are  several  forms 
of  cancer  that  are  becoming  more  gen- 
eral in  the  malad.es  for  which  we  have 
no  sure  cure.  Leprosy  that  was  thought 
to  be  under  more  general  control  now 
is  quite  prevalent  in  some  parts  of  the 
world. 

We  could  go  on  pointing  to  many  such 
cases.  So  we  must  continue  to  exert  all 
energy  possible  that  the  race  survive  in 
the  face  of  this  increasing  multiplication 
of  diseases.  There  is  no  doubt  but  that 
as  sin  continues  to  increase  in  its  de- 
structive sweep,  disease  and  their  re- 
sistance to  all  effective  means  we  have 
to  deter  them  will  be  greatly  increased. 

George  H.  Sandison  in  1000  Difficult 
Bible  Questions  Answered,  has  the  fol- 
lowing to  say  in  answering  a  similar 
question: 

"God  governs  the  world  by  the  natural 
laws  which  he  has  established,  and  it 
would  be  impossible  to  define  the  extent 
(continued  on  page  fifteen) 
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S  TORIES 

for  our  youth 


MORE  THAN  A 
QUARTER 

by  Sara  Branch 

(Miss  Branch  is  a  Justowriter  operator  at 
the  Press.) 

IKE  opened  his  sleep-laden  eyes  and 
g  J  looked  at  the  big  black  hands  of  a 
mantle  clock  in  his  bedroom.  "It's  eight 
o'clock,"  Mike  shouted  as  the  clock 
struck  eight  times.  Mike's  parents  were 
asleep  next  door  to  his  room.  His  shout- 
ing awakened  them.  Mike  was  very  ex- 
cited, because  today  was  Sunday.  Sun- 
day was  the  time  for  the  Smiths  to  go 
to  church. 

"Mother,"  asked  Mike,  "may  I  wear 
my  new  blue  and  brown  checked  suit  to- 
day?" 

"Yes,"  replied  Mrs.  Smith  to  her  little 
son. 

After  washing  their  faces  to  awaken 
themselves  even  more,  the  Smith  family 
hurried  into  the  kitchen  as  Mrs.  Smith 
cooked  eggs,  bacon,  and  toast.  Mr. 
Smith  helped  Mrs.  Smith  by  pouring  the 
coffee  for  him  and  Mrs.  Smith.  Milk 
was  poured  for  Mike.  All  the  family  had 
a  small  glass  of  orange  juice  to  drink. 

When  the  food  was  prepared  and 
placed  upon  the  table,  Mr.  Smith  and  his 
family  sat  down  to  eat,  but  before  eat- 
ing Mr.  Smith  returned  thanks:  "Thank 
you,  God,  for  this  food  and  the  hands 
which  prepared  it.  Bless  each  one  of  us, 
dear  God,  today  and  each  day  as  we  seek 
to  do  thy  will.  May  this  be  a  special 
day  for  us.  Amen." 

As  Mr.  Smith  closed  the  blessing,  lit- 
tle Mike  smiled  at  his  father.  They 
then  began  to  eat. 

When  breakfast  was  finished,  Mike 
hurried  to  dress  in  his  new  suit  and  clean 
white  shirt  accompanied  with  a  little 


blue  bow  tie.  Mrs.  Smith  dressed  in  a 
green  dress  with  black  shoes  and  pocket- 
book.  She  wore  a  gray  coat.  Mr.  Smith 
dressed  in  a  navy  suit,  red  shirt,  and 
white  tie.  As  the  family  finished  dress- 
ing, Mr.  Smith  went  outside  the  house 
to  warm  up  his  1973  Ford. 

Before  leaving  the  house,  Mrs.  Smith 
checked  Mike  to  see  if  he  were  dressed 
correctly  as  a  four-year-old  boy  should 
be.  In  Mike's  little  pocket  to  his  suit, 
his  mother  placed  a  handkerchief  and 
three  pieces  of  money— a  nickel  and  two 
dimes. 

"Mike,"  she  said,  "this  is  your  quar- 
ter for  Jesus  today." 

Mike  smiled  back  to  his  mother,  be- 
cause he  knew  what  to  do  with  it. 
"Thank  you,  Mother,"  said  Mike  as  they 
went  out  of  the  house. 

Mike's  parents  had  always  gone  to 
church  ever  since  Mike  could  remember. 
They  were  Christians  and  had  a  Christian 
home  in  which  Mike  was  growing  up. 

The  Smiths  got  in  their  car  and  drove 
to  the  church.  It  was  ten  o'clock  and 
time  for  Sunday  school.  Mike  could 
hardly  wait  to  see  Mrs.  Jones.  She  was 
a  lady  with  such  a  kind  way  about  her. 
She  reminded  Mike  of  his  mother. 

As  Mike  entered  the  classroom,  Mrs. 
Jones  smiled  at  him.  She  loved  each  one 
of  her  students.  On  the  wall,  there  was 
hanging  a  memory  verse  chart  showing 
the  names  of  the  pupils.  The  pupil  who 
had  the  most  stars  beside  his  name  was 
Mike,  and  he  was  a  happy  little  boy.  This 
was  quite  an  achievement.  When  the 
lesson  papers  were  given  out  for  that 
Sunday  morning,  Mike  colored  his  pic- 
tures inside  the  lines,  so  it  would  be 
pretty.  He  wanted  Mrs.  Jones  to  hang 
his  pictures  up.  During  the  class  time,  the 
offering  box  was  passed  and  Mike  placed 
a  nickel  in  it.  He  listened  continually 
as  his  teacher  told  how  Jesus  loved  each 
boy  and  girl  of  the  world.  Mike  was 
the  first  to  raise  his  hand  to  place  a  pic- 


ture on  the  flannelgraph  board.  He  won-^ 
dered  how  he  could  do  more  for  Jesus 
and  what  he  could  give  Him. 

When  Sunday  school  was  over,  morn- 
ing worship  services  began.  Reverend 
Cox  preached  about  Jesus  feeding  the 
multitude  of  people  with  the  small 
amount  of  food.  "How  could  this  be 
possible?"  thought  Mike.  During  this 
service  when  the  offering  was  taken,  the 
young  children  like  Mike  marched  to  the 
altar  to  leave  their  dimes  upon  the  of- 
fering table  as  a  part  in  the  service,  con- 
tributing to  Jesus  and  His  work.  These 
dimes  would  be  sent  to  little  boys  and 
girls  who  were  not  so  fortunate  as  Mike 
and  who  did  not  have  living  parents.  He 
wanted  so  much  to  help  them,  but  this 
wasn't  enough  for  Mike.  He  wished  he 
had  more  to  give.  When  he  returned  to 
the  pew  and  the  offering  plate  was  pass- 
ed again,  Mike's  father  passed  to  him  a 
dollar  to  add  to  the  remaining  dime  he 
had  to  put  into  the  collection  plate. 
Mike's  face  lit  up.  The  dollar  was  a 
special  one,  as  Mike  had  polished  his 
father's  shoes  on  Saturday  night  and 
his  father  had  promised  him  something 
special.  Mike's  father  placed  the  fam- 
ily offering  in  the  offering  plate  as  the 
family  tithed.  Mike  was  proud  to  be  a 
part  of  the  Smith  family. 

At  the  end  of  the  service  Mike's  fam- 
ily shook  hands  with  Mr.  Cox. 

"I  enjoyed  the  service  today,"  said 
Mrs.  Smith. 

"Pastor,  it  was  another  fine  service," 
echoed  Mr.  Smith. 

"Thank  you,"  said  Mr.  Cox.  "It  is  al- 
ways good  to  have  people  like  you  to 
attend  the  service— and  especially  little 
Mike." 

"You're  such  a  nice  man!"  exclaimed 
Mike,  who  seemed  to  be  smiling  from 
ear-to-ear.  "I'm  glad  my  family  comes 
to  church  each  Sunday." 

"I'm  glad  too,"  replied  his  pastor.  "I 
only  wish  every  parent  would  come  and 
bring  their  children.  I  enjoy  the  'little 
people,'  and  Jesus  loves  then  all." 

"I  know,"  said  Mike.  "That  is  what 
I  learned  in  Sunday  school,  and  as  you 
said,  'It  was  a  little  boy's  food  that  Jesus 
used  to  feed  the  multitude.'  I  hope  Je- 
sus can  use  my  dollar  and  quarter  to- 
day—especially the  dime  I  gave  for  the 
orphanage." 

"Oh,  Mike,"  Mr.  Cox  said  as  he  hug- 
ged the  boy,  "Jesus  loves  you  and  is 
proud  of  you." 

"Jesus  loves  everyone,"  repeated  lit- 
tle Mike  to  his  pastor. 

Mike  had  received  more  than  his  usual 
(continued  on  page  fifteen) 
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"A  fUrirtisin  Yinmp  {or  Rous  and,  Girls** 

MIDDLESKX,  NORTH  CAROLINA  27557 

Phone  (919)  235-4079 

MR.  SAMMY  WEEKS,  Superintendent 

Laundry 
Reconstruction 

Many  of  you  readers  will  remember 
that  we  lost  our  laundry  by  a  fire  last 
August  and  that  an  article  concerning 
this  loss  was  published  in  the  September 
5  issue  of  The  Free  Will  Baptist.  At  that 
time  the  Home  promised  to  keep  the  de- 
nomination informed  on  future  develop- 
ments regarding  rebuilding. 

During  a  recent  Board  of  Trustee's 
meeting,  the  board  voted  to  rebuild  the 
laundry  on  its  present  site,  using  one 
half  of  the  new  building  for  a  laundry 
and  furniture  storage  and  the  other  half 
is  to  be  converted  into  a  recreational 
lounge  for  the  children.  The  total  cost 
of  the  rebuilding  will  be  defrayed  by  the 
insurance  company  except  in  the  area  of 
the  recreation  lounge  and  its  furnish- 
ings,- however,  these  costs  will  be  mod- 
erate. 


As  one  can  see  in  the  picture,  work 
has  commenced  on  the  laundry  and  good 
progress  is  being  made.  If  good  weather 
continues  and  no  problems  are  encoun- 
tered in  obtaining  materials,  the  build- 
ing should  be  completed  and  in  use  by 
April.  Needless  to  say,  the  children  are 
impatient  and  can  hardly  wait  to  get 
this  recreation  lounge.  We're  all  eager- 
ly awaiting  its  completion  as  a  laundry 
and  recreation  service  and  hope  that  it 
will  benefit  many  for  years  to  come. 


Teacher:  "This  is  the  fifth  time  this 
week  that  I  have  had  to  punish  you. 
What  have  you  to  say,  Charles?" 

Charles:  "I'm  glad  it's  Friday!" 


Memorial  Chapel 
News 

Since  our  last  article  in  The  Free  Will 
Baptist  concerning  the  Children's  Home 
Memorial  Chapel  program,  we  have  been 
having  very  good  Sunday  morning  and 
evening  services.  Several  children  have 
accepted  the  Lord  as  Saviour  and  re- 
quested baptism  and  membership  with 
the  chapel. 

On  Sunday,  January  20,  1974,  at  7:30 
p.m.,  a  baptismal  service  was  scheduled 
to  baptize  the  four  candidates  in  waiting. 
During  the  meantime  the  Rev.  Harry 
Grubbs  contacted  us  requesting  that  he, 
with  his  group  from  Milbournie  Free  Will 
Baptist  Church,  join  us  in  a  joint  bap- 
tismal service.  We  asked  Mr.  Grubbs  to 
bring  the  evening  message  and  adminis- 
ter the  baptismal  rights  to  all  eight  can- 
didates, which  he  consented  to  do.  It 
was  a  very  impressive  service  and  en- 
joyed by  all. 

We  were  very  happy  to  have  Mr. 
Grubbs  and  his  church  group  to  visit  us 
for  this  service  and  hope  they  will  come 
again  soon. 

Several  pastors  have  consented  to 
visit  us  for  the  evening  services  in  the 
chapel  at  7:30  p.m.,  with  their  church 
groups  in  the  new  year,  1974.  We  real- 
ly are  happy  to  have  these  pastors  visit 
us  with  their  church  groups.  We  con- 
tinue to  extend  invitations  to  any  pastor 
with  his  church  to  visit  us  during  the 
year  in  the  evening  service.  If  you  will 
and  can  arrange  with  your  church  to  do 
this,  you  may  contact  the  Children's 
Home,  Middlesex,  North  Carolina,  by 
mail  or  by  telephone  number  235-4541, 
Middlesex,  North  Carolina,  and  we  will 
schedule  the  service.  If  another  has 
scheduled  a  service  on  the  same  Sunday 
you  suggest,  we  will  arrange  another 
date  that  will  be  convenient  for  you  and 
your  church.  Hope  to  hear  from  you 
soon. 


All  the  world's  a  camera;  look 
pleasant,  please! 


CRAGAAONT  NEWS 

At  its  last  meeting,  the  Cragmont 
Board  of  Directors  made  a  decision  re- 
garding the  "Main  Building." 

This  was  not  an  easy  decision,  nor  one 
to  be  taken  lightly.  I'm  sure  many  hours 
of  prayer  was  spent  seeking  guidance. 

A  feasible  study  was  made  and  after 
reviewing  the  tacts  brought  out  in  the 
study,  the  board  decided  to  renovate  the 
"Main  Building"  with  some  modifica- 
tions, the  main  one  being:  Removing 
some  or  all  of  the  porch  in  the  rear  cor- 
ner, behind  the  managers'  quarters,  and 
building  in  its  place  three-story  bath- 
room facilities  to  accommodate  all  three 
floors.  The  present  inadequate  bath- 
rooms will  be  removed. 

It  may  be  interesting  to  point  out  that 
an  estimate  to  build  a  new  two-story 
building  to  house  72  persons  would  cost 
$35,000  more  than  to  renovate  the 
"Main  Building."  After  renovation,  we 
will  be  able  to  house  72  persons  and 
have  the  added  advantages  of  a  small 
chapel  and  the  basement. 

No  firm  plans  have  been  made  as  to 
when  renovation  will  start.  I'm  sure  a 
determining  factor  will  be  your  support 
and  the  availability  of  funds. 

May  we  thank  the  Lord  for  His  many 
blessings  at  Cragmont.  In  recent  years 
two  dormitories  and  dining  facilities 
have  been  added.  Repairs  have  been 
made  to  some  of  the  outlying  buildings 
and  grounds.  The  time  is  now  at  hand 
to  preserve  the  history  of  the  forerun- 
ner of  Cragmont  and  that  is  the  "Main 
Building." 

This  building  was  originally  built  to 
bring  comfort  to  the  sick.  Years  later 
Mount  Olive  College  had  its  beginning 
here.  Through  its  many  conferences 
many  have  found  Christ  and  others  have 
rededicated  themselves  to  our  Lord.  Yes, 
it  has  brought  comfort  to  so  many, 
please  don't  let  it  fall  down  around  us! 
Let's  fix  it  up! 

Bill  Davenport 

Public  Relations  Director 


The  Only  Remedy 

A  cartoon  in  a  Canadian  daily  showed 
a  hand  holding  a  loaf  of  bread.  On  the 
hand  were  the  words,  "The  church."  On 
the  loaf  was  the  word,  "Christ."  Un- 
derneath the  cartoon  were  these  words: 
"The  church  has  nothing  else  to  offer." 
In  offering  Christ  to  the  world,  the 
church  offers  the  only  remedy  for  its 
spiritual  ills.— Prairie  Overcomer. 
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ST.  CLAIRE  BIBLE  CLAS^) 

<  ' 

SCHOOL  LESSON^ 


Victorious  in  Death 

Lesson  Text:  John  19:17-22,  28-30 
Memory  Verse:  John  19:30 

I.  INTRODUCTION 

When  Jesus  died,  those  who  had  been 
responsible  for  His  death  were  of  the 
opinion  that  now,  at  long  last,  they  had 
succeeded  in  putting  a  stop  to  this  Man 
and  the  doctrine  which  He  proclaimed. 
They  were  not  aware  of  what  they  were 
doing,  else  they  would  not  have  been  so 
anxious  to  do  it;  but  when  the  combined 
forces  of  evil  were  successful  in  having 
Jesus  nailed  to  a  cross  and  stood  by  to 
watch  Him  die  in  pain  and  agony,  they 
were  sealing  their  own  doom  and  defeat- 
ing their  own  cause  by  helping  Jesus 
finish  the  work  of  redemption  through 
His  blood  atonement. 

Though  there  have  been  many  men 
who  have  died  for  principles  which  they 
adhered  to  and  had  faith  in  and  for 
causes  which  they  espoused  and  held 
sacred,  the  death  of  Jesus  is,  neverthe- 
less, unique,  for  it  was  only  through  His 
death  that  victory  could  be  attained,  and 
His  life  must  be  given  not  for  principles 
that  were  cacred,  but  for  sinners  who 
were  worthy  only  of  death  and  destruc- 
tion—The Senior  Quarterly  (F.W.B.). 

II.  HINTS  THAT  HELP 

A.  The  deity  of  Jesus  Christ  finds  its 
clearest  revelation  and  its  most  profound 
confirmation  in  the  death  and  resurrec- 
tion of  Jesus. 

B.  The  purpose  of  Jesus'  death  is  clear- 
ly and  repeatedly  declared  in  both  the 
prophecy  of  the  Old  Testament  and  the 
history  of  the  New  Testament.  Our  in- 
ability to  understand  the  full  meaning 
of  the  atonement  bears  witness  to  our 
own  limited  understanding.  Who  can 
encompass  the  existence,  the  nature,  and 
the  purposes  of  God? 

C.  A  national  survey  shows  that  al- 
though the  majority  of  the  adult  popula- 
tion of  the  United  States  believes  in  God, 
only  a  small  portion  attend  services 
regularly. 


D.  The  ministry  of  Jesus  concentrated 
the  attention  of  the  entire  nation  upon 
His  death.  All  of  the  hatred  which  led 
the  Jewish  leaders  to  make  a  public 
spectacle  of  His  death  confirms  the  his- 
toric verity  of  the  fact.  The  spear  thrust 
of  the  Roman  soldiers,  even  though  they 
saw  that  He  was  already  dead,  seals  the 
evidence. 

E.  The  soldiers  at  the  Cross  gambled 
for  His  garments.  This  was  not  the 
proper  way  to  treat  that  which  belonged 
to  Jesus.  Do  you  and  I  always  treat  that 
which  belongs  to  Jesus  in  the  proper 
manner?-The  Bible  Teacher  (F.W.B.). 

ill.  ADDITIONAL  TRUTHS 

A.  Death  is  the  only  absolute  that 
many  unbelievers  acknowledge.  They 
may  fear  it  as  an  end  to  the  only  happi- 
ness they  can  hope  to  have;  they  may 
welcome  it  as  the  termination  of  an  in- 
tolerable existence;  but  they  recognize 
it  as  inevitable.  To  the  unbeliever  death 
possesses  an  utter  finality. 

Christians,  however,  view  death  dif- 
ferently. Death  began  with  the  decep- 
tion of  Eve  in  the  garden.  Eve  chose  to 
believe  Satan  rather  than  God;  and  by 
her  disobedience,  evil  was  first  intro- 
duced into  the  world  of  humankind.  This 
in  turn  brought  about  man's  alienation 
from  God.  From  this  point  on,  man  be- 
gan to  die. 

There  would  have  been  no  hope  for 
man,  had  God  not  chosen  to  intervene 
by  means  of  the  Cross.  By  his  death  on 
the  Cross,  Christ  triumphed  over  death. 
All  men  can  share  in  Christ's  victory  and 
be  assured  of  eternal  life  in  heaven. 

Physical  death  is  inevitable  but  it  is 
not  final.  Although  it  brings  to  an  end 
life  as  we  know  it,  it  is  the  doorway  to 
life  eternal,  which  will  be  joyful  and  ex- 
citing and  immeasurably  superior- 
Standard  Lesson  Commentary. 

B.  "Mary  was  three  when  her  parents 
came  to  the  United  States.  The  first 
spring,  both  mother  and  daughter  were 
working  in  the  garden.  'Mommy,  there's 
a  big  worm,'  said  Mary.  Mother  didn't 
pay  attention.   'Mommy,  there's  a  great 


big  worm!'  Mother  casually  walked 
over  to  Mary.  Then  she  froze  as  she  saw 
the  rattlesnake,  poised  to  strike.  She 
threw  herself  on  the  snake,  killed  it,  but 
not  before  it  struck  her. 

"She  told  Mary  to  run  for  her  father 
in  the  field.  He  came  in  a  hurry,  mount- 
ed his  horse  and  fetched  a  doctor.  But 
it  was  too  late. 

"Later  that  evening  Mother  gathered 
Mary  to  her  and  said:  'Mary,  you're  too 
little  to  understand,  but  always  remem- 
ber what  happened.  Your  father  will  ex- 
plain it  to  you.   Don't  forget 

"When  she  grew  up,  Mary  always  said, 
'My  hope  and  prayer  is  that  I  will  be 
worthy  of  the  sacrifice  of  my  mother.' 

"Consider  what  Jesus  had  done  for 
us.  What  should  our  response  be?  This 
is  the  way  to  ponder  Calvary!— A  Life,  a 
Cross,  an  Empty  Tomb. 

C.  Under  an  Eastern  sky, 
Amidst  a  rabble's  cry, 
A  man  went  forth  to  die 
For  me. 

Thorn-crowned  His  blessed  head, 
Blood-stained  His  every  tread: 
Cross-laden,  on  He  sped 
For  me. 

Pierced  were  His  hands  and  feet; 
Three  hours  o'er  Him  beat 
Fierce  rays  of  noontide  heat 
For  me. 

Thus  wert  thou  made  all  mine; 
Lord,  make  me  wholly  Thine; 
Grant  grace  and  strength  divine 
To  me. 

—Florida  Baptist  Witness. 

D.  Have  you  looked  at  the  directions 
of  the  Cross  lately?  Do  so  in  your 
mind's  eye  now.  You'll  see  its  base 
pointing  directly  into  the  ground— the 
immediate  destination  of  your  mortal 
remains  after  your  life  on  this  earth  is 
done.  Straight  toward  heaven  points 
the  top  of  the  Cross— your  spirit's  desti- 
nation if  you  have  received  Christ  as 
your  personal  Saviour.  The  arms  of  the 
Cross  point  "here  to  there"— and  He 
challenges  us  to  go  here  and  there  as 
His  witnesses.— C.  F.  Bowen. 


Three-year-old  Bobby  insisted  in 
standing  up  in  his  highchair  although 
Mother  had  admonished  him  to  remain 
seated  then  emphasized  her  admonish- 
ment by  twice  reseating  him.  After  the 
third  time  little  Bobby  remained  seated 
but  looked  at  his  mother  searchingly  and 
said,  "Mommy,  I'm  still  standing  up  in- 
side." 
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New  Growth 


BY  MRS.  ROYCE  MATTHEWS 


POWER  TO  SPARE 

It  is  amazing  how  often  Christians  are 
lasked  to  do  things  and  the  answer  is  "I 
can't  do  that!  It  just  isn't  possible!  I 
•wish  I  could  but  I  can't!" 

It  is  sad  but  they  really  mean  it.  It 
isn't  a  mere  excuse. 

You  couldn't  count  the  times  those 
ivery  words  have  come  from  my  mouth. 

My  greatest  "can't"  is  speaking.  My 
tongue  gets  loose  at  both  ends  and  the 
'ends  seem  to  wrap  themselves  into  a 
;square  knot.  Then,  somehow,  my  feet 
seem  to  get  caught  in  the  knot. 

I  don't  know  if  the  Lord  made  it  that 
way,  or  if  it  has  become  adjusted 
through  constant  contact,  but  my  mouth 
is  size  9-AA,  a  perfect  fit  for  my  foot. 

Do  you  know  whose  fault  it  is?  Mine. 
Do  you  know  whose  fault  it  is  that  you 
find  it  impossible  to  do  what  you  want 
to  do?  Yours. 

We  have  stored  within  us  powers 
we've  never  dreamed  of  having. 

The  hydrogen  bomb  is  a  potential 
deadly  source  of  energy.  But  as  long 
as  the  fuse  is  inactivated,  it  lies  dormant 
with  not  as  much  power  as  a  goldfish. 
Potentially  it  is  deadly,  but  its  power  is 
dependent  on  being  turned  loose. 
That  is  like  the  powers  within  us. 
"In  the  beginning  was  the  Word  and 
the  Word  was  with  God,  and  the  Word 
was  God"  (John  1:1). 

"Behold,  I  stand  at  the  door,  and 
knock:  if  any  man  hear  my  voice  and 
open  the  door,  I  will  come  in  to  him,  and 
sup  with  him,  and  he  with  me"  (Revela- 
tion 3:20). 
The  door  has  been  opened.  He's  in! 
"And  ye  are  complete  in  him,  which 
is  the  head  of  all  principality  and  power" 
(Colossians  2:10). 

When  anything  is  complete,  nothing 
else  is  needed.  The  Head  of  all  power 
came  in  when  the  door  was  opened  and 
He  lives,  within  us. 

The  same  Power  that  said,  "Let  there 
be  light." 

The  same  Power  that  said,  "Let  us 
make  man." 

The  same  Power  that  opened  the  Red 
Sea. 

The  same  Power  that  fed  five  thousand 
with  five  loaves  and  two  fishes. 

The  same  Power  that  said,  "Lazarus, 
come  forth!" 


The  same  Power  that  after  three  days 
in  the  grave,  arose  triumphantly. 

The  same  Power  that  said,  "If  any  man 
open  the  door,  I  will  come  in." 

We  have  let  Him  in  but  we  haven't 
activated  the  Power.  If  we  would  only 
light  the  fuse,  setting  Him  free  of  the 
iron  casing  we  have  Him  in,  what  kind 
of  miracles  would  our  lives  become 
through  Him! 

We  could  speak,  could  sing,  could  wit- 
ness to  a  neighbor.  Also  we  would  find 
other  needs  in  our  lives  met.  Yes,  we 
could  even  stay  on  that  diet! 

Nothing  would  be  impossible.  We 
would  have  the  Power  and  Power  to 
spare. 


Questions  &  Answers 

(continued  from  page  eleven) 

to  which  he  uses  those  laws  to  work  out 
his  providential  purposes.  It  is  prob- 
able that,  in  some  cases,  where  he  sees 
that  a  child  of  his  needs  discipline  or  to 
be  laid  aside  from  worldly  work  and  as- 
sociation so  as  to  be  drawn  nearer  to 
him,  he  may  permit  sickness  to  come 
upon  him.  In  some  passages  sickness  is 
threatened  as  a  punishment.  (See  Deuter- 
onomy 28:27,  56,  60,  61.)  An  instance  is 
mentioned  in  Acts  12:23.  On  the  other 
hand,  it  is  certain  that  many  diseases 
which  afflict  humanity  are  the  result  of 
disregard  of  sanitary  laws,  and  although 
they  may  be  used  for  the  spiritual  bene- 
fit of  the  sufferer,  should  not  be  attri- 
buted to  God." 

Diseases  have  been  used  of  the  Lord 
as  is  reported  in  the  Scriptures  to  fur- 
ther His  purpose.  He  allowed  Naaman, 
captain  of  the  armies  of  Syria,  to  be 
stricken  with  the  disease  that  He  might 
prove  Himself  superior  to  heathen  gods. 
He  did  this  when  He  required  of  him 
that  he  dip  seven  times  in  the  Jordan 
River  and  let  nothing  be  changed  until 
the  seventh  dip  was  completed  and  with 
it  He  restored  him  to  perfect  health. 
(See  2  Kings  5.) 


A  little  girl  was  playing  with  some 
lettered  blocks  one  day.  Her  mother 
showed  her  how  to  spell  the  word, 
"good,"  and  explained  how  important  it 
was  for  little  girls  to  be  good  and  do 
good.  After  awhile,  as  her  mother  was 
working  in  the  kitchen,  the  little  girl 
ran  to  her  and  said,  "Come  and  see  the 
two  nice  words  I  made  out  of  the  word 
good."  When  her  mother  looked  she 
saw  the  words,  "go"  and  "do." 


OBITUARIES 

Mrs.  Mary  Brilla 
Jackson 

On  Tuesday,  December  4,  1973,  as  the 
sun  was  sinking  behind  the  western 
horizon,  God,  in  His  infinite  mercy, 
reached  down  and  picked  a  beautiful 
"white  rose"  to  be  placed  in  His  bouquet 
of  flowers  before  the  Great  White 
Throne. 

"Mrs.  Mary,"  as  we  all  called  her,  was 
a  very  kind  and  compassionate  friend; 
one  who  never  felt  she  had  done  enough 
for  others.  She  was  a  charter  member 
of  the  Woman's  Auxiliary  of  Robert's 
Grove  Free  Will  Baptist  Church,  Route  1, 
Dunn,  North  Carolina.  She  was  always 
faithful  to  her  church,  and  to  all  branch- 
es of  service  that  her  church  upheld.  We 
miss  her,  but  our  loss  is  heaven's  gain. 

We  how  in  humble  submission  to  the 
Father's  will,  and  thank  Him  for  the  life 
and  many  years  of  service  of  this  saint- 
ly sister. 

May  we,  who  are  left  to  mourn  her 
passing,  be  led  by  that  great  Light  that 
guided  her  pathway  day  and  night,  until 
the  time  when  we,  too,  hear  the  Master's 
call.  As  He  said  to  her,  may  He  also  say 
to  us,  "It  is  finished,  thou  hast  been  a 
faithful  steward.  I  have  prepared  for 
thee  a  mansion,-  enter  thou  into  the  joys 
of  thy  Lord"  (see  Matthew  25:21). 

A  verse  of  Scripture  comes  to  our 
mind  and  this  was  always  one  of  her 
favorites:  "And  they  that  be  wise  shall 
shine  as  the  brightness  of  the  firma- 
ment; and  they  that  turn  many  to 
righteousness  as  the  stars  for  ever  and 
ever"  (Daniel  12:3). 

Mrs.  James  Spell 
Publicity  Chairman 


Boys7  and  Girls7  Stories 

(continued  from  page  twelve) 
quarter's  contribution.    He  had  received 
a  Sunday  full  of  love— the  love  of  Jesus. 

As  a  last-minute  statement  to  Mike, 
Mr.  Cox  whispered  to  him,  "I  hope  to  see 
you  next  Sunday.  Remember  that  Jesus 
said,  'Suffer  little  children  to  come  unto 
me.'  Don't  ever  forget  to  come  to  God's 
house  on  Sunday!" 

"I  won't,"  said  Mike  as  he  walked 
away.  He  was  so  happy  to  have  been 
a  part  of  God's  service  in  giving  of  his 
money  and  being  in  attendance  at  God's 
house. 
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Scholarships  at  Mount  Olive  College 

for  Free  Will  Baptists 


* 


Any  Free  Will  Baptist  student  attend- 
ing Mount  Olive  College  can  qualify  for 


a  scholarship  in  the  amount  of  $500  an- 
nually under  the 


CHURCH-COLLEGE  SCHOLARSHIP  PROGRAM 


To  qualify,  a  student  must  present  at 
the  time  of  his  registration,  or  the  church 
must  send  in  advance  a  check  signed  by 
the  treasurer  with  the  specification  that 
the  check  is  intended  for  a  scholarship 
for  the  student  named.  The  College  will 
then  provide  an  equal  amount,  up  to 
$125  per  semester,  as  a  scholarship. 
Since  there  are  two  semesters  in  an  aca- 
demic year,  one  beginning  in  August  and 
another  in  January,  a  student  may  re- 
ceive up  to  $250  from  his  church  and 
another  $250  from  the  College  for  a  to- 
tal of  $500  under  this  program. 

Gifts  sent  to  the  College  for  this  pur- 
pose will  not  be  listed  toward  meeting 
the  "Challenge"  assigned  that  church  for 
the  College,  but  will  be  recorded  as  "Re- 
stricted Income  from  Church-College 
Scholarships." 


It  is  understood  that  the  College  may 
use  its  own  funds  or  any  funds  adminis- 
tered by  it  in  matching  the  scholarship 
from  the  church;  and  further,  that  if  the 
student  qualifies  for  a  scholarship  al- 
ready provided  by  the  College,  that 
scholarship  may  be  considered  as  fulfill- 
ing the  College's  matching  responsibility. 
In  addition,  it  is  understood  that  the 
College  retains  the  right  to  determine 
the  student's  academic  eligibility  for  ad- 
mission and/or  continuation  in  college 
quite  apart  from  the  matching  scholar- 
ship. 

It  is  the  hope  of  the  College  that  this 
program  will  encourage  and  make  it  pos- 
sible for  more  Free  Will  Baptist  students 
to  attend  Mount  Olive  College. 


Additional  Information 


Persons  who  have  questions  or  who 
wish  additional  information  should  con- 
sult or  contact  Mr.  Charles  H.  Harrell, 


business  manager-treasurer,  Mount  Olive 
College,  Mount  Olive,  North  Carolina 
28365;  telephone  (919)  658-4933. 


I  I 

I  I 
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THE 

Free  Will  Baptist 


IF  SOME  HAD  THEIR  WAY,  THIS  CHILD  MAY  NEVER  HAVE  REEN  RORN  AND 
THIS  MOTHER  MAY  HAVE  REEN  DEPRIVED  OF  THIS  MOMENT.  CAN  YOU 
IMAGINE  THAT?  IS  THE  CAUSE  JUST  OR  UNJUST?  YOU  DECIDE,  IF  YOU  CAN. . . . 


EDITORIAI  

ON  STERILIZATION 

Interviewed  Sunday  night,  February  3,  on  the  CBS  television  series,  60  MINUTES, 
was  a  young  woman  who,  after  having  given  birth  to  an  illegitimate  child,  was  allegedly 
operated  upon  and  permanently  sterilized  without  her  knowledge.  The  sterilization  has 
received  widespread  publicity,  as  the  young  woman  is  being  represented  by  a  woman 
graduate  of  a  large  northeastern  law  school  who  contends  that  the  sterilization  was  done 
illegally  and  violated  the  rights  of  her  client. 

Interestingly  enough,  the  young  woman  upon  whom  the  operation  was  performed  is 
from  North  Carolina,  and  she  is  issuing  suit  against  the  "system"  which  took  away  her 
"right  to  bear  children,"  contending  that,  contrary  to  "their"  view,  she  is  not  retarded,  but 
rather  is  in  full  possession  of  her  "faculties."  She  insists  that  when  plans  were  made  rela- 
tive to  the  operation,  she  was  told  that  the  sterilization  was  to  be  a  temporary  one.  Since 
then  she  has  discovered  that  the  operation  was  more  of  a  "success"  than  she  had  wanted 
or  had  been  advised  that  it  would  be. 

It  doesn't  seem  to  matter  to  her  that  the  child  born  to  her  is  illegitimate  (though  pur- 
portedly, "it  was  not  her  fault").  Rather,  the  young  woman  is  more  concerned  that  since 
undergoing  the  surgery  which  made  her  "half  a  woman,"  she  has  lost  her  fiance.  "After 
all,"  says  she,  "he  wants  children  of  his  own  and  wants  a  wife  who  can  bear  them  for 
him." 

Of  particular  significance  is  the  fact  that  the  young  woman  is  being  represented  in 
this  case  by  a  woman  lawyer  and  that  it  is  the  first  such  case  to  have  received  such  wide- 
spread publicity.  We  are  made  to  wonder:  Just  who  is  trying  to  prove  a  point— the  woman 
lawyer  or  her  so-called  "abused  and  misused"  client?  Could  it  be  that  the  female  attorney 
is  seeking  publicity  for  herself?  Certainly  championing  the  cause  of  a  member  of  a  mi- 
nority group,  especially  in  regard  to  such  a  controversial  and  "talk-invoking"  issue,  is  bound 
to  afford  a  measure  of  prestige  for  her.  Lest  this  writer  be  classified  as  a  "male  chauvin- 
ist pig,"  let  him  hasten  to  admit  here  that  women  are  as  capable  as  men  in  all  intellectual 
capacities;  but,  the  whole  business  of  this  particular  case  smells  of  "mistreated"  woman!  If, 
however,  it  is  supposed  to  be  fuel  for  the  Women's  Liberation  Movement,  things  are  some- 
how out  of  kilter,  for  most  advocates  of  the  movement  disdain  the  idea  of  being  subjected 
to  and  "lowered"  to  a  "mother"  role.  ...  If  the  fight  is  for  Women's  Lib,  then  things  might 
very  well  backfire;  and  woman,  who  is  saying  that  she  wants  to  be  considered  "more"  than 
a  mere  wife  and  mother,  may  indeed  prove  that  by  nature  this  is  the  role  she  really  prefers 
to  play!  We,  of  course,  cannot  see  into  the  mind  of  the  woman  who  is  issuing  suit,  but 
from  her  statements  we  have  concluded  that  her  main  gripe  is  that  she  has  been  made 
useless  insofar  as  reproduction  is  concerned  and  that  she  was  ill-advised  in  regard  to  her 
operation.  We  must  add  here  that,  despite  possible  claims  to  the  contrary,  the  operation 
was  not  forced  upon  her,  according  to  the  defendants  in  the  case. 

In  the  beginning,  God  made  them  male  and  female;  and  the  female  was  ".  .  .  called 
Woman  because  she  was  taken  out  of  man"  (Genesis  2:23)  and  created  from  one  of 
Adam's  ribs.  One  of  woman's  natural  functions  is  to  bear  children  as  is  indicated  by  the 
name  of  Adam's  wife:  "And  Adam  called  his  wife's  name  Eve;  because  she  was  the  mother 
of  all  living"  (Genesis  3:20).  It  is  not  unreasonable  to  believe  that  this  statement  means 
that  Eve  had  children  while  in  the  state  of  innocence,  for  this  name  was  given  her  before 
the  expulsion  from  the  Garden  of  Eden;  and  though  Cain  and  Abel  are  the  first  recorded 
births  in  the  Bible,  it  is  not  a  known  fact  that  Eve  experienced  no  conception  prior  to 
God's  act  of  making  childbirth  painful  as  a  consequence  of  her  disobedience.  This  may 
not  seem  at  first  to  have  any  connection  to  sterilization,  but  upon  close  examination  it  does 
indeed;  for,  God  commanded  that  the  earth  be  replenished.  In  accord  with  that,  He  gave 
man  and  woman  a  natural  (physical  and  emotional)  desire  to  propagate  the  earth  with 
offspring,  and  instituted  the  marriage  union  for  such. 

We  would  not  suggest  that  all  sterilization  is  in  violation  of  God's  will.  In  many  in- 
stitutions there  are  retarded  people  of  both  sexes  who  have  such  close  contact  with  each 
oher  that  illicit  and  inadvisable  unions  are  possible— even  within  the  confines  of  care  cen- 
ters—and reta'ded  children  are  born.  We  are  told  that  in  these  instances  sterilization  is  a 
must.  Perhaps  so,  for  it  is  understandable  that  natural  urges  exist  in  the  retarded  (and 
sometimes  in  greater  intensity),  though  they  are  not  equipped  to  handle  these  urges  prop- 
erly. 

Be  that  as  it  may,  we  cannot  in  good  conscience  condone  the  indiscriminate  steriliza- 
tion of  women  (or  men),  and  we  feel  that  much  thought  and  discussion  is  still  wanting 
before  a  favorable  conclusion  can  be  reached. 

We  would  venture  this  opinion  ( even  at  the  risk  of  criticism ) :  Married  women  who 
are  healthy  and  able  (physically  and  emotionally),  and  who  have  the  economic  necessities 
for  such,  should  consider  motherhood  a  privilege  and  ought  to  be  allowed  to  bear  children. 
Further,  we  believe  that  only  in  the  extremest  of  cases  should  sterilization  be  practiced; 
and  whether  rampant  illegitimacy  is  extreme  enough  a  cause  to  merit  sterilization— volun- 
tarily or  involuntarily— we  are  not  qualified  to  say.  However,  some  people  express  the 
opinion  that  "when  people  start  acting  like  cats  and  dogs,  they  should  be  treated  as  such." 
Forgive,  please,  the  indelicate  connotation  of  the  foregoing  statement;  this  writer  has  no 
intention  of  offending. 

Having  pondered  the  situation  seriously,  we  still  cannot  help  but  consider  this  possi- 
bility in  regard  to  sterilization:  Could  it  be  that  this  is  just  one  more  attempt  of  man  to 
play  God?  .  .  . 
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Mr.  World  and 
Miss  Churchmember 

by  Mrs.  Laura  Carawan 
Deep  Run,  North  Carolina 


ONE  of  my  most  prized  possessions, 
as  a  child,  was  an  old  book  my 
mother  had  had  for  many  years.  It  was 
not  a  child's  book,  but,  aside  from 
school  books,  it  was  my  only  book.  She 
gave  it  to  me  the  summer  after  I  was 
{nine,  and  I  very  well  remember  the  long 
hours  I  spent  completely  absorbed  in  its 
pages.  It  told,  in  simple  but  impressive 
language  and  illustrations,  of  the 
journey  of  Miss  Churchmember  up  the 
(ing's  Highway  to  her  home  in  the 
Heavenly  City.  (As  you've  probably 
guessed,  the  title  was  "Mr.  World  and 
Miss  Churchmember.") 

That  was  nearly  fifty-eight  years  ago, 
and  the  details  of  her  many  temptations 
are  just  a  bit  hazy  to  me  now.  But, 
young  as  I  was,  it  made  a  lasting  im- 
pression on  me,  so  that  when  I  was  con- 
verted at  thirteen,  I  was  fully  aware 
that  the  Christian  must  resist  the 
temptations  of  the  world.  It  did  more 
:or  me  than  many  sermons  in  revealing 
the  cunning  ways  Satan  uses  to  deceive 
the  Christian.  A  seed  of  hate  for  any- 
thing that  could  be  termed  "worldly" 
lad  been  sown  and  has  helped  me  to 
spend  my  "hours  in  the  service  of  the 
King."  I'm  thoroughly  convinced  that 
the  Christian  has  little  time  for  anything 
outside. 

Miss  Churchmember  traveled  upward 
with  a  steady,  unfaltering  step,  her  eyes 
straight  ahead  on  her  goal— the  Holy 
City.  At  first  this  goal  appeared  dimly 
and  far  off,  as  the  sun  behind  a  dark 
clo'id.  Oftentimes  it  was  comnletely 
hidden  by  the  rising  hilltoDS.  The  King's 
Highway  featured  many  hills  and  vales, 
curves  and  crossroads.    Her  many  en- 
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counters  with  Mr.  World,  at  every  crook 
and  turn,  were  most  dramatic.  His  Sa- 
tanic qualities,  of  course,  were  well  con- 
cealed, so  that  she  could  not  recognize 
him  as  the  evil  one.  Wearing  a  stove- 
pipe hat,  swallowtail  coat,  and  carrying 
an  expensive-looking  cane  (as  was  the 
fashion  for  gentlemen  in  the  writer's 
day),  he  was  certainly  the  very  picture 
of  a  young,  handsome,  and  prosperous 
gentleman.  Enough  so  to  beguile  and 
woo  any  lady  (any  Churchmember) 
whose  eyes  wander  from  the  goal- 
eternal  life. 

All  along  the  King's  Highway,  Mr. 
World  had  placed  every  conceivable  kind 
of  amusement— so  close  the  travelers 
could  not  fail  to  see.  Many  were  un- 
able to  resist  his  smooth  talk  and  con- 
vincing manner  in  presenting  his  wares, 
and  turned  aside,  soon  to  be  lost  in  a 
maze  of  bypaths.  Then  when,  realizing 
their  predicament,  they  would  have  re- 
turned to  the  King's  Highway,  they  could 
not  find  the  way  out. 

The  hills  were  steep,-  the  travelers 
weary.  One  sign,  near  a  beautiful  park 
with  comfortable-looking  seats  and 
tables  spread  with  refreshments,  read: 
Turn  aside  and  rest  awhile.  How  tempt- 
ing! There's  no  room  to  stop  and  rest 
on  the  King's  Highway!  This,  perhaps 
his  greatest  lure,  did  cause  many  more 
to  leave  the  highway  and  were  given  a 
cordial  welcome  at  the  park's  entrance 
by  Satan's  hosts  and  hostesses.  They 
were  never  seen  to  return  and  resume 
their  heavenward  journey! 

But  not  so,  our  Miss  Churchmember! 
At  every  appearance  of  Mr.  World,  she 
keot  her  eyes  straight  ahead,  never  slack- 
ening her  pace.    And  each  time  he  de- 


parted for  a  short  while,  her  goal  be- 
came nearer  and  clearer,  until  tne  last 
hill  was  climbed  and  tne  Holy  City  came 
into  full  view!  Just  so,  every  victory 
brings  the  Christian  nearer  to  heaven 
and  eternal  life! 

So  determined  was  Mr.  World  to  win 
her,  that,  at  one  point,  he  even  tried  to 
walk  beside  her.  And  he's  still  using 
that  same  trick  today;  but  the  King's 
Highway  is  too  narrow!  There's  only 
room  for  "Jesus  and  you."  More  and 
more  insistant  he  became  in  his  attempt- 
ed courtship.  Resistance  became  harder 
to  maintain.  But  at  the  same  time,  her 
determination  to  reach  the  Heavenly  City 
grew  stronger!  In  the  end  she  over- 
came all  his  advances  and  entered  heav- 
en, her  home. 

The  romance  of  Mr.  World  and  Miss 
Churchmember  has  been  going  on  now 
for  nearly  two  thousand  years.  And  we 
who  have  traveled  the  King's  Highway 
for  very  long  have  witnessed  the  spiritual 
decline  of  many  Churchmembers  who  are 
wooed  by  Mr.  World.  Sad  to  say,  spirit- 
ual loss  is  often  so  gradual  that  the  vic- 
tim is  totally  unaware  of  it  until  she 
finds  herself  lost  in  a  labyrinth  in  Mr. 
World's  amusement  center.  How  did  it 
happen? 

First,  she  lost  sight  of  her  goal  for 
an  unguarded  moment;  now  she  is  hypno- 
tized into  thinking  she  is  perfectly  hap- 
py, and  that  there  is  nothing  wrong  with 
"playing  around"  a  bit  with  Mr.  World. 
It  has  always  distressed  me  to  hear  peo- 
ple say,  "What's  the  harm?"  The  ques- 
tion itself  carries  an  undertone  of  doubt 
and  may  well  be  a  warning  signal.  They 
should  be  asking,  instead,  "Where  does 
it  lead?"  Like  a  drug,  many  apparently 
innocent  pastimes  may  open  the  door 
to  the  not-so-innocent  or  the  outright 
dangerous.  As  a  young  convert,  my  pas- 
tor's wife  advised  me,  "If  in  doubt  as  to 
whether  a  thing  is  right  or  wrong,  leave 
it  alcne."  This  advice  I've  kept  before 
me  all  these  years  and  found  it  a  safe 
course  to  follow. 

Almost  everyday  I  walk  to  the  little 
country  store  nearby.  One  day  last  sum- 
mer, I  spied  some  ripe  blackberries 
across  a  little  ditch.  That's  my  favorite 
fruit  and  rare  for  me.  I  stopped;  I  real- 
ly wanted  those  berries,  just  a  taste! 
Then  it  flashed  into  my  mind  that  there 
could  be  a  snake  coiled  beneath  those 
vines.  The  chance  that  one  was  there  at 
that  precise  moment  was  very  small.  But 
why  take  the  risk  for  only  a  tempting 
morsel?  I  turned  and  went  on  to  the 
store,  the  berries  promptly  forgotten, 
(continued  on  page  nine) 
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SUNDAY,  FEBRUARY  17 

Scripture  Reading— Psalm  143:5 
"God  Made  It  So!" 

Not  long  ago  a  group  of  scientists  were 
experimenting  in  Chicago.  A  female  moth 
of  a  rare  species  was  placed  in  a  room. 
Four  miles  away  a  male  moth  of  the  same 
species  was  released.  In  spite  of  the  din 
and  smoke  of  the  city;  in  spite  of  the  dis- 
tance; and  in  spite  of  the  fact  that  the 
female  was  in  a  closed  room,  in  a  few 
hours  the  male  moth  was  found  beating  its 
wings  against  the  window  of  the  room  in 
which  the  female  was  confined!  Explain 
such  "miracles"?    God  made  it  so! 

Tagged  salmon  released  from  Columbia 
River  points  spend  four  years  in  the  Pacific, 
then  consistently  return  to  the  spots  from 
which  they  departed. 

Isn't  God  wonderful?  His  wisdom  and 
power  are  revealed  a  million  ways  in  the 
innumerable  miracles  of  creation  which 
were  planned  and  executed  by  infinite  in- 
telligence and  might.— Christian  Victory. 
Prayer  Thought 

God  has  created  love  in  all  species  includ- 
ing man.  To  love  one's  fellowman  should 
he  a  simple  and  an  easy  task  to  accom- 
plish. Yet  man  insists  on  complicating  and 
confusing  even  one  of  God's  most  primary 
rules. 

MONDAY,  FEBRUARY  18 
Scripture  Reading— Psalm  119:18 

Monkey  Business 
In  North  Africa  the  natives  have  a  very 
easy  way  to  capture  monkeys.  A  gourd, 
with  a  hole  just  sufficiently  large  enough 
so  that  a  monkey  can  thrust  his  hand  into 
it,  is  filled  with  nuts  and  fastened  fivmly 
to  a  branch  of  a  tree  at  sunset.  During 
the  night  a  monkey  will  discover  the  scent 
of  food,  and  its  source,  and  will  put  his 
hand  into  the  gourd  and  grasp  a  handful 
of  nuts.  But  the  hole  is  too  small  for  the 
monkey  to  withdraw  his  clenched  fist,  and 
he  has  not  sense  enough  to  let  go  of  his 
bounty  so  that  he  may  escape.  Thus  he 
pulls  and  pulls  without  success,  and  when 
morning  comes  he  is  quickly  and  easily 
taken. 

Multitudes  of  human  beings— in  no  way 
related  to  the  monkey,  by  the  way— have  lit- 


tle more  sense  than  he.  "For  what  shall 
it  profit  a  man,  if  he  shall  gain  the  whole 
world,  and  lose  his  own  soul?"  (Mark  8: 
36),  the  Saviour  asked.— The  Pilgrim. 
Prayer  Thought 
Selfishness  is  the  cause  of  so  much  strife 
and  remorse.  Diligently  pray  for  unselfish 
feeling  for  ourselves  and  others,  individual- 
ly and  nationally.  Selfishness  is  such  an  all- 
consuming  emotion  that  it  has  even  been 
responsible  for  world  wars. 

TUESDAY,  FEBRUARY  19 
Scripture  Reading— Hebrews  3:7 

Hearing  Ears 
Before  the  beginning  of  an  athletic  event, 
awaited  by  thousands  of  fans,  a  little  dog 
strayed  from  its  master  onto  the  field. 
From  the  grandstand  on  the  side  of  the 
field,  someone  whistled.  Presently,  many 
were  whistling  to  the  dog  from  all  sides  of 
the  field.  In  the  middle  of  the  field,  the 
little  dog,  filled  with  confusion  and  fright, 
crouched  to  the  ground.  Then  a  boy  at 
the  end  of  the  field  put  two  fingers  into 
his  mouth  and  whistled  shrilly  and  loudly. 
The  little  dog,  recognizing  his  master's  call 
amidst  the  others,  leaped  to  his  feet.  With 
ears  erect,  the  dog  ran  swiftly  to  his  mas- 
ter. 

About  God's  children  following  their 
heavenly  Master,  Jesus  said,  "My  sheep 
hear  my  voice  and  they  follow  me."  Let 
us  be  swift  to  discern  and  obey  His  voice. 
—Howard  H.  Hamlin,  M.  D. 

Prayer  Thought 

We  know  our  Master's  voice.  Everyone 
is  able  to  recognize  our  Master  by  our  ac- 
tions. Clearly  indicate  through  word  and 
deed  that  God  is  our  Master,  not  Satan. 

WEDNESDAY,  FEBRUARY  20 

Scripture  Reading— Psalm  28:6 
She  Was  Worried 

A  little  Chinese  girl  lived  in  a  school 
where  missionaries  teach.  When  praying 
one  night  she  said  to  the  missionary:  "Do 
you  think  God  understands  Chinese?" 

"Oh,  yes,"  replied  the  missionary.  "Why 
do  you  ask?" 

"Because,"  said  the  little  girl,  "some- 
times when  I  feel  bad  I  like  to  pray  to  God 
in  Chinese,  and  I  wonder  if  He  under- 
stands, just  the  same  as  English." 

"Of  course,"  said  the  missionary,  "God 
knows  every  language,  and  it  is  not  the 
words  we  say  as  much  as  the  feeling  down 
deep  in  our  hearts  that  makes  us  want  to 
speak  of  Him.  He  says  in  the  Bible:  'Be- 
fore they  call  I  will  answer,  and  while 
they  are  yet  speaking  I  will  hear.'  So  speak 
in  any  language  and  He  will  hear."— World 
Conquest. 

Prayer  Thought 
God  is  the  Father  of  everyone.  We 
have  but  to  ask  His  guidance  and  assist- 
ance, in  any  language,  and  He  will  hear 
us. 


THURSDAY,  FEBRUARY  21 

Scripture  Reading— Proverbs  28:13  | 
Repentance  Necessary 

If  there  is  no  repentance,  there  can  b< 
no  pardon.  Some  years  ago  a  murdere: 
was  sentenced  to  death.  The  murderer' 
brother,  to  whom  the  State  was  deeply  in 
debted  for  former  services,  besought  th( 
governor  of  the  State  for  his  brother's  par- 
don. The  pardon  was  granted,  and  the 
man  visited  his  brother  with  the  pardon  ir 
his  pocket.  "What  would  you  do,"  he  said 
to  him,  "if  you  received  a  pardon?" 

"The  first  thing  I  would  do,"  he  answer- 
ed, "is  to  track  down  the  judge  who  sen- 
tenced me,  and  murder  him;  and  the  next! 
thing  I  would  do  is  to  track  down  the  chief 
witness,  and  murder  him." 

The  brother  rose,   and  left  the  prisorr 
with  the  pardon  in  his  pocket.— Dawn. 
Prayer  Thought 

True  repentance  is  necessary  for  pardon.1 
God  knows  us  well.  We  may  deceive  maw 
but  never  God.  Be  sincere  in  thoughts;  our 
Father  knows  them  better  than  we  do  our- 1 
selves. 

FRIDAY,  FEBRUARY  22 

Tciipture  Reading— Jeremiah  33:3 
"Just  Ask  for  Them!" 

During  the  Spanish  War,  Colonel  Roose-, 
velt  commanded  a  regiment  of  rough-riders 
in  Cuba.    He  became  much  attached  to] 
his  men  and  was  greatly  concerned  when' 
a  number  of  them  fell  sick. 

Hearing  that  Miss  Clara  Barton  (the: 
lady  who  devoted  herself  to  the  work  of; 
nursing  the  wounded  soldiers )  had  received 
a  supply  of  delicacies  for  the  invalids  under  { 
her  care,  Colonel  Roosevelt  requested  her  s 
to  sell  a  portion  of  them  to  him  for  the  | 
sick  men  of  his  regiment. 

His  request  was  refused.    The  Colonel 
was  very  troubled;  he  cared  for  his  men,  j 
and  was  willing  to  pay  for  the  supplies  out 
of  his  own  pocket. 

"How  can  I  get  these  things?"  he  asked.  ' 
"I   must   have   proper  food   for  my  sick 
men." 

"Just  ask  for  them,  Colonel." 

"Oh,"  said  Roosevelt,  his  face  breaking 
into  a  smile,  "that's  the  way,  is  it?  Then 
I  do  ask  for  them."  And  he  got  them  at 
once. 

Have  you  asked  the  Lord  Jesus  to  come 
into  your  heart,  and  save  you?— W.  B.  K. 
Prayer  Thought 

How  many  ways  can  we  say,  ask  and  you 
shall  receive?  To  be  a  confirmed  Christian 
one  should  be  sufficient.  These  words  are 
simple  enough  for  a  child  to  understand, 
only  adults  doubt  and  fail  to  make  use  of 
the  offer. 

SATURDAY,  FEBRUARY  23 
Scripture  Reading— Romans  5:3 

When  Weights  Are  Blessings 
Dr.  Lambie,  medical  missionary,  former- 
ly of  Abysinia,  has  forded  many  swift  and 

(continued  on  page  sixteen) 
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Ministerial  Retirement 
Jmd  the  Free  Will 
baptist  Church 

MINISTERIAL  RETIREMENT 

par  The  Bible  is  clear  in  giving  instruc- 
tions in  the  law  of  Moses  for  the  Chil- 
dren of  Israel  to  take  care  of  the  Leviti- 
viiisl  tribe,  who  were  given  the  responsi- 

lity  of  the  temple  worship.  "And  the 
H  (Wite  that  is  within  thy  gates;  thou 
en  halt  not  forsake  him;  for  he  hath  no 
"1j  art  nor  inheritance  with  thee.   At  the 

id  of  three  years  thou  shalt  bring 
^rth  all  the  tithe  of  thine  increase  the 

KOI  I        I       I        I  -xl  • 

me, year,  and  shalt  lay  it  up  within 
iy  gates:  And  the  Levite,  (because  he 
J  ath  no  part  nor  inheritance  with  thee,) 
m  nd  the  stranger,  and  the  fatherless,  and 
on,  he  widow,  which  are  within  thy  gates, 
»  hall  come,  and  shall  eat  and  be  satis- 
ied;  that  the  LORD  thy  God  may  bless 
Shee  in  all  the  work  of  thine  hand  which 
Ihou    doest"    (Deuteronomy    1 4:27-29). 
»aul  emphasizes  that  the  same  responsi- 
jility  is  still  ours  today.   "Even  so  hath 
*:he   Lord   ordained    that   they  which 
t  Breach  the  gospel  shall  live  of  the  gos- 
pel" (1  Corinthians  9:14). 

Tie  Importance  of  This  Matter 

IS 

j    First,  the  Bible  speaks  concerning  this 

,j  matter:  "Go  to  the  ant,  thou  sluggard; 

1  consider  her  ways,  and  be  wise:  Which 

;r  ihaving  no  guide,  overseer,  or  ruler,  Pro- 

ejvideth  her  meat  in  the  summer,  and 
gathereth  her  food  in  the  harvest.  How 

''  long  wilt  thou  sleep,  0  sluggard?  when 
wilt  thou  arise  out  of  thy  sleep?"  (Prov- 

'lerbs  6:6-9).  Solomon  would  have  us 
learn  three  things  from  the  busy  little 
ant.    (1)  Wisdom.    The  ant  is  depicted 

'  as  an  example  of  wisdom  to  the  slug- 

igard.  The  term,  "sluggard,"  refers  to 
the  slothful  or  the  lazy.  (2)  Learn  from 
the  ant  the  duty  of  providing  for  the 
future.  From  instinct  the  ant  provides 
for  the  future.    In  summer  she  gathers 

ifor  the  winter.  However,  we  are  en- 
dowed with  the  power  of  free  choice  and 
free  will;  and,  therefore,  are  left  to  use 
our  own  initiative.  It  is  very  strange 
that  many  people  have  no  prudence  in 
temporal  things.  In  times  of  prosperity, 
they  are  reckless  and  self-indulgent.  In 

I  harder  times  they  are  destitute.  (3) 
"How  long?   How  long?"   This  is  a  call 

I;  to  the  sluggard  to  rouse  himself  from 
his  lethargy.   This  could  also  be  the  call 

]  to  the  minister  to  provide  for  his  future 
retirement. 
Second,  in  providing  for  retirement 

j  the  minister  is  showing  respect  for  the 


dignity  and  influence  of  his  calling. 
What  effect  does  it  have  on  the  dignity 
and  influence  of  the  ministry  for  one  to 
come  to  the  age  of  retirement  and  have 
to  turn  to  charity,  or  when  one  has  obli- 
gations beyond  his  means? 

Third,  the  minister  who  provides  for 
retirement  helps  to  maintain  a  strong 
testimony  for  the  cause  of  Christ  in  the 
world.  We  preach  that  men  should  have 
faith  and  assurance  in  a  God  that  has 
all  power.  We  ourselves  profess  to  have 
this  faith  and  assurance.  Yet,  if  we 
come  to  the  age  of  retirement  and  are 
not  able  to  meet  our  obligations,  then 
are  we  maintaining  the  kind  of  testi- 
mony that  we  should  for  our  Lord? 

The  Substance  of  Our  Retirement 

The  Superannuation  Board  would  be 
the  first  to  recognize  that  our  denomina- 
tion does  not  have  an  adequate  single 
program  of  retirement.  However,  we 
are  confident  that  we  do  have  a  good 
supplementary  program  that  is  adequate 
provided  we  are  taking  advantage  of  the 
Social  Security  program  and  some  type 
of  additional  insurance. 

Your  retirement  as  a  Free  Will  Bap- 
tist minister  should  include  at  least  a 
minimum  of  three  things:  First,  the  Min- 
isterial Retirement  System  through  the 
denomination;  second,  the  Social  Security 
program  through  the  Federal  Govern- 
ment; and  third,  life  insurance  ($2,000) 
through  the  denomination. 

What  Are  We  Doing? 

What  are  most  Free  Will  Baptist  min- 
isters doing  about  retirement?  There 
are  many  young  and  middle-aged  min- 
isters in  the  ranks  of  Free  Will  Baptists. 
We  should  be  reminded  that  we  will  not 
always  have  a  place  to  serve  or  even  be 
able  to  serve.    Then  what? 

What  can  our  churches  do  to  help 
their  minister?  Our  churches  can  say 
to  their  pastor,  "Because  of  the  Super- 
annuation program,  here  is  a  benefit 
package  that  we  can  offer  in  part  or  in 
its  entirety."  Many  of  our  churches  are 
accepting  the  recommendation  of  our 
State  Convention  to  assist  their  pastors 
in  preparing  for  retirement  through  the 
Superannuation  program  by  paying  all  or 
a  part  of  the  premiums.  Also,  a  few  of 
our  churches  are  assisting  their  pastors 
by  paying  a  part  or  all  of  the  premiums 
for  their  hospital  and  life  insurance 
through  the  Superannuation  program. 

If  a  church  expects  the  Lord  to  bless 
it,  it  needs  to  provide  for  the  needs  of 
its  pastor,  ".  .  .  that  the  LORD  thy  God 
may  bless  thee  in  all  the  work  of  thine 
hand  which  thou  doest"  (Deuteronomy 


Churches  and  Ministers 
Available 

(Note:  This  column  is  provided,  when 
needed,  ioi  any  church  that  is  seeking  a 
pastor  and  for  any  minister  who  is  seeking 
a  church  to  serve  and  would  iike  to  give 
such  notice.  Please  send  the  necessary  in- 
formation to  the  editor  of  "The  Fiee  Will 
Baptist."  Each  notice  will  run  lor  two  is- 
sues only. ) 


Mr.  Cyrus  F.  Jones  announces  that  he 
is  available  for  supply  work  or  pastorate 
of  a  church  in  the  Free  Will  Baptist  De- 
nomination. He  is  a  licensed  minister, 
having  been  licensed  by  Casey's  Chapel 
Free  Will  Baptist  Church,  Goldsboro, 
North  Carolina. 

The  church  and  its  pastor,  the  Rev. 
Ed  Miles,  recommend  Mr.  Jones  to  any 
church  desiring  his  services.  He  may 
be  contacted  at  Route  9,  Box  662,  Golds- 
boro, North  Carolina  27530;  telephone 
778-1230. 


14:29).  Note  the  church  that  is  being 
blessed  and  you  will  see  a  church  that 
offers  its  pastor  an  adequate  salary  and 
additional  benefits  to  take  care  of  his 
needs. 

What  can  our  churches  do  to  help  the 
Superannuation  Board?  You  can  pray 
for  the  work  as  well  as  the  members  of 
the  board.  You  can  support  the  pro- 
gram regularly  with  your  gifts.  Re- 
member your  gifts  for  the  work  of 
Superannuation  are  what  you  do  above 
assisting  your  pastor  in  the  Superannua- 
tion program. 

The  Board  of  Superannuation  hopes 
that  every  minister  in  the  State  will  par- 
ticipate in  the  program.  If  you  desire 
further  information  write  the  North 
Carolina  Board  of  Superannuation,  Wal- 
ter Reynolds,  P.  O.  Box  474,  Ayden, 
North  Carolina  28513. 


HOW  THEY  KNEW  HIS  LORDSHIP 

Some  strangers  to  Lord  Schaftesbury 
were  to  meet  him  at  a  railway  station. 
Asked  they,  "How  shall  we  know  his 
Lordship?"  The  answer  is  challenging: 
"When  you  see  a  tall  man  getting  off 
the  train  and  HELPING  SOMEBODY,  that 
will  be  Lord  Schaftesbury!"  Sure  enough, 
a  "tall  man"  alighted  from  a  coach,  car- 
rying in  one  hand  his  suitcase,  and  in 
the  other  hand  the  three  bundles  of  a 
little,  old  working  lady!  "They  helped 
every  one  his  neighbour;  .  .  ."  (Isaiah 

41:6). 
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The  Sunday  School  of  Marlboro  Free 
Will  Baptist  Church,  Farmville,  North 
Carolina,  recently  awarded  twenty-seven 
perfect  attendance  pins  for  the  year 
1973.  They  are  as  pictured  above  from 
left  to  right: 

First  row:  Scott  Beaman,  Keith 
Everette,  and  Lynn  Carraway,  second 
year.  Second  row:  Chris  May,  first  year; 
Tracy  Walston,  third  year,-  Jean  Beaman 
and  Dawn  Garner,  first  year.  Third  row.- 
Beth  Harrison  and  Tama  May,  first  year; 
Pamela  Walston,  fifth  year;  Donna  Wain- 
wright  and  Lisa  Carraway,  second  year,- 
and  Tim  Brady,  third  year.  Fourth  row: 
Rhonda  Walston,  sixth  year,-  Ricky  Ellis, 
first  year,-  Mike  Fastwood,  second  year; 
Dean  Lewis,  fourth  year;  and  Robbin 
Brady,  first  year.  Fifth  row.-  Lorie  Bea- 
man, tenth  year;  Lynn  Chappelear,  third 


year,-  Denise  Eastwood,  second  year;  and 
Robert  Eastwood,  first  year.  Sixth  row: 
Amy  Hobgood,  eighth  year,-  Sheryl  East- 
wood, first  year,-  and  Susan  Parker, 
ninth  year.  Seventh  row:  David  May, 
first  year,-  and  Carl  Parker,  tenth  year. 

Little  Creek  Church  to 
Observe  Missions  Sunday 

Sunday,  February  17,  the  Little  Creek 
Free  Will  Baptist  Church,  Route  1,  Ayden, 
North  Carolina,  will  observe  Missions 
Sunday.  Special  guests  for  the  occasion 
will  be  the  Rev.  and  Mrs.  Harold  Jones 
and  family,  missionaries  to  the  Philip- 
pines. Mr.  Jones  will  be  the  SDeaker  for 
the  eleven  o'clock  worship  service.  The 
Rev.  David  C.  Hansley,  pastor  of  the 
church,  along  with  the  church  member- 
ship, invites  the  public  to  attend. 


Otter's  Creek  Church  Honors  \\ 
Pastor  and  Wife  on  Birthday 

The  Otter's  Creek  Free  Will  Baptis 
Church,  Fountain,  North  Carolina,  hor 
ored  its  pastor  and  his  wife,  the  Re\ ; 
and  Mrs.  Ralph  Aycock,  with  a  surprisi 
birthday  party  Sunday  evening,  February 
3.    The  party  was  at  the  home  of  Mrj 
and  Mrs.  Aycock  in  Kenly,  North  Care 
lina.    Mr.  Aycock's  birthday  was  oi. 
Monday,  February  4,  and  Mrs.  Aycock':  | 
was  on  Saturday,  February  9. 

Along  with  a  huge  birthday  cake  irj 
their  honor,  a  covered-dish  supper  wa;! 
served  by  the  members  of  the  church. 
The  honored  guests  received  many  nice 
gifts  from  the  various  church  organiza- 
tions and  church  members. 

The  church  members  of  Otter's  Creek 
pray  for  the  continued  good  health  anc 
God's  wonderful  grace  upon  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Aycock  in  the  coming  year. 

First  Church,  Wilson,  Grants 
License  to  Leslie  Hawley 

The  First  Free  Will  Baptist  Church  of 
Wilson,  North  Carolina,  has  granted  li- 
cense to  Mr.  Leslie  Hawley  to  preach  the 
gospel.  The  license,  which  was  approv- 
ed by  the  Ordaining  Council  of  the  West- 
ern Conference,  was  presented  to  Mr. 
Hawley  by  his  pastor,  the  Rev.  C.  F.  I 
Bowen.  At  the  close  of  the  presentation, 
deacons  and  others  in  the  church  gath- 
ered about  him  and  prayed  for  God's 
leadership  in  his  ministry. 

Leslie  Hawley  has  been  a  member  in 
good  standing  with  the  First  church  of 
Wilson  for  a  number  of  years,  having 
been  converted  shortly  after  his  service 
in  the  Air  Force  during  World  War  II. 
He  is  in  demand  as  a  speaker,  and  has 
supplied  for  several  pastors  in  recent 
years.  He  is  a  deacon  of  the  church,  a 
Sunday  school  teacher,  and  has  served 
on  many  boards  and  committees  in  his 
church.  He  is  a  former  board  member 
of  the  Children's  Home  at  Middlesex, 
North  Carolina. 


Coming  Events  .  .  . 

February  23— High  School  Day,  Mount 
Olive  College,  Mount  Olive,  North 
Carolina 

March  9-North  Carolina  State  Leaque 
Convention,  First  Free  Will  Baptist 
Church,  Durham,  North  Carolina 

April  5-7-Free  Will  Baotist  Camn-Out, 
Faqle's  Nest  Conference  Center,  Mount 
Olive  College,  Mount  Olive,  North  Caro- 
lina 
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)\n  all  probability  Mr.  Hawley  will  be 
jdained  within  a  year.  In  the  mean- 
me,  any  church  desiring  his  services  as 
licensed  minister  may  contact  him  at 
04  Emory  Street,  Wilson,  North  Caro- 
na  27893.  His  telephone  number  is 
43-2589  in  Wilson. 

!  The  congregation  of  the  Wilson  church 


gives  hearty  recommendation  of  Mr. 
Hawley  to  any  church  which  may  use 
him.  He  is  making  every  preparation 
for  his  ministry,  having  enrolled  in  an 
extensive  correspondence  course  with 
the  Moody  Bible  Correspondence  School 
of  Chicago,  and  will  engage  in  further 
preparation  as  he  is  permitted  to  do  so. 


Wilson  Church  Observed  "New  Member  Day" 


i  The  First  Free  Will  Baptist  Church  in 
i Wilson,  North  Carolina,  honored  the  new 
smembers  who  came  into  the  church  dur- 
ing 1973  with  a  "New  Member  Day" 
1 1  held  Sunday,  January  27,  1974. 

The  new  members  were  treated  to 
I  supper  at  five  o'clock,  Sunday  afternoon, 
;  at  the  Bonanza  Sirloin  Pit.    Mr.  Roman 


Lucas,  chairman,  spoke  briefly  to  the 
group  before  supper  and  the  church's 
pastor,  the  Rev.  C.  F.  Bowen,  asked  God's 
blessing  on  the  food. 

The  Wilson  church  began  having  its 
new  members  out  to  supper  last  year 
and  it  has  proven  to  be  a  real  blessing 
to  the  new  members  and  to  the  church. 


NORTH  CAROLINA  STATE  CONVENTION  OF 
ORIGINAL  FREE  WILL  BAPTISTS 


The  Executive  Committee  of  the  North 
Carolina  State  Convention  of  Original 
Free  Will  Baptists  accepted  the  invitation 
of  the  churches  of  Duplin  County  to  meet 
with  them  at  the  Kenan  Memorial  Audi- 
torium in  Kenansville  for  the  1974  ses- 
sion of  the  convention  in  September. 

Those  of  you  who  were  present  will 
remember  that  at  the  last  session  of  the 
convention  in  Tarboro,  Dr.  W.  Burkette 
Raper  made  the  following  motion  which 
was  duly  seconded  and  passed  by  the 
convention: 

"That  the  resolution  from  the  North 
Carolina  Ministerial  Association  relative 
to  the  proposed  'united  program  with  a 
unified  budget'  be  referred  to  a  commit- 


tee on  stewardship  which  will  include 
the  following:  two  representatives  from 
each  denominational  enterprise  or  insti- 
tution sponsored  by  this  convention,  said 
representatives  to  be  chosen  by  the  en- 
terprises and  representatives;  five  mem- 
bers at  large  elected  by  the  executive 
committee  of  this  convention  and  the 
president  of  the  convention.  It  shall  be 
the  duty  of  this  committee  on  steward- 
ship to  study  the  following  concepts  and 
practices  of  financial  stewardship  among 
the  Free  Will  Baptists  of  North  Carolina 
with  reference  to:  (1)  the  local  church; 
(2)  denominational  enterprises  and  insti- 
tutions,- (3)  the  work  of  the  North  Caro- 
lina State  Convention  of  Free  Will  Bap- 


tists,- and  (4)  other  denominational  or- 
ganizations and  programs. 

In  keeping  with  this  resolution  passed 
by  the  1973  session  of  the  convention, 
the  executive  committee  has  elected  five 
representatives  to  work  on  this  com- 
mittee as  follows:  the  Revs.  C.  L.  Patrick, 
Earl  Glenn,  Carol  Hansley,  Walter  Carter, 
and  Robert  May. 

In  my  capacity  as  a  member  of  this 
committee  and  president  of  the  conven- 
tion, I  am  calling  for  a  meeting  of  this 
committee  at  10  a.m.  (EDST),  at  the 
Mount  Olive  College  Library,  on  Wednes- 
day, February  20.  All  denominational  en- 
terprises and  institutions  will  take  notice 
and  have  two  representatives  present  for 
this  meeting.  Please  come  prepared  to 
spend  the  day  or  stay  as  long  as  neces- 
sary to  complete  the  business  of  the  com- 
mittee. The  college  has  agreed  to  serve 
lunch  for  those  of  the  group  who  wish 
at  its  regular  nominal  price. 

We  look  forward  to  seeing  each  elected 
representative  who  will  make  up  this 
committee  at  the  Moye  Library,  Mount 
Olive  College,  February  20. 

F.  B.  Cherry,  President 


ARE  YOU  RECEIVING 
YOUR  "BAPTIST"? 

Subscribers  to  "The  Free  Will  Baptist," 
are  you  receiving  your  "Baptist"  regu- 
larly? If  not  there  could  be  a  number 
of  reasons.  Listed  below  are  some 
reasons  why  you  may  not  be  getting 
your  paper: 

Not  the  Correct  Street  Address 

Not  the  Correct  Route  and  Box  Number 

Not  the  Correct  Post  Office  Box 

Not  the  Correct  Town  or  City  with  Zip 
Code 

Not  the  Correct  Name 

Please  check  this  list  and  see  if  any 
of  these  reasons  apply  to  you.  Also  if 
you  have  a  change  of  address  or  name, 
please  let  us  know  immediately  so  you 
will  not  miss  an  issue  of  "The  Free  Will 
Baptist."    Thank  you. 


********** 

HAVE  YOU  RENEWED  YOUR 
SUBSCRIPTION? 

********** 
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JESUS  IS  COMING 

by  Danny  Toler 
Mount  Olive,  North  Carolina 

Jesus  is  coming  very  soon— 

I'm  waiting  for  that  day 

When  He'll  come  down  from  heaven, 

To  call  His  bride  away. 

Just  like  in  the  days  of  Noah, 
This  world  is  in  a  mess  today,- 
Sin,  sex,  and  drugs  everywhere— 
We've  let  the  devil  have  his  way. 

There's  only  one  thing  in  this  world 
That  will  not  pass  away: 
The  Holy  Vvord  of  God  our  Father, 
We  should  read  it  everyday. 

The  Bible  says  the  devil  is  tricky, 
And  in  the  last  days  will  be  on  hand; 
He  can  disguise  and  hide  sin, 
Fooling  the  very  elite  of  men. 

Before  you  know  it  your  soul  is  lost 
And  from  the  Shepherd's  fold  you  stray; 
But  thank  God  for  His  saving  power, 
If  we  only  trust  in  Him  and  pray. 


MY  CHURCH 

by  Mrs.  Luther  Tugwell 
King's  Cross  Roads  Church 

There  is  a  little  church  by  the  side  of 

the  road, 
And  it  means  so  much  to  me. 
When  weary  my  heart,  and  heavy  my 

load, 

I  can  go  there  and  pray  silently. 

I  go  to  worship  God  and  sing  songs  of 
love 

Although  my  talents  are  few,- 
But  this  is  where  I  am  near  to  God— 
Oh,  Lord,  help  me  fill  my  pew! 

I  thank  you  for  being  a  small  part  of 
this  church; 

I  thank  you  for  all  the  kind  people,- 
I  thank  you  for  our  fine  quartet, 

And  I  thank  you  for  our  preacher. 

This  is  where  my  friends  all  meet 
To  worship  God  with  their  love,- 

No  matter  how  heavy  and  burdensome 
the  load, 
We  give  thanks  to  the  God  above. 


********** 

HAVE  YOU  RENEWED  YOUR 
SUBSCRIPTION? 


TREASURER'S  REPORT 
North  Carolina  Free  Will  Baptist  Woman's 
Auxiliary  Convention 

(End  of  Third  Quarter-January  31,  1974) 
Balance  in  Bank  October  31,  1973 

Receipts 


$2,555.58 


General  Fund 
Interest 

Promotional  (CSF) 
Denominational  Enterprises 

Total  Receipts 

Total  for  Which  to  Account 


$ 


30.00 
33.37 
180.08 
5,509.10 


Disbursements 


Convention  Expenses  and  Allocations 
Denominational  Enterprises 

Total  Disbursements 

Balance  in  Bank  January  31,  1974 

Summary  of  Bank  Account  Balances 

General  Fund 
Interest 

Total 

Branch  Banking  and  Trust  Company  (Checking) 
Atlantic  Savings  and  Loan 


$  239.97 
5,509.10 


Total 


******* 


*     *  * 


Church  Extension  (Home  Missions) 
Central  Conference  Missions 
Foreign  Missions.- 

General  Fund 

Mexico 

Harold  Jones  (Christmas) 

State  Project  (Mrs.  Jones,  Mrs.  Link,  and 
Mrs.  Timmons) 
Mount  Olive  College: 
General  Fund 

Alice  E.  Lupton  Scholarship 
J.  C.  Griffin  Scholarship 
Chaoel  Fund 
Memorial  Organ 
Books 

Free  Will  Baptist  Children's  Home: 
General  Fund 


DENOMINATIONAL  ENTERPRISE  REPORT 

Itemize 


$ 


24.25 
160.50 
68.00 


139.41 
73.00 
2.00 
25.00 

331.36 
15.00 


723.69 


5,752.55 
8,308.13 


5,749.07 1 
$2,559.06 


$2,174.71 
384.35 

$2,559.06 
$1,674.71 
884.35 

$2,559.06 


Received  Disbursed 

$  206.35    $  206.35 
20.00  20.00 


252.75  252.75 
1,304.63  1,304.63 


585.77  585.77 
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Clothing 
Allowance 
Freezer 
Laundry 

Blankets  and  Linens 

Superannuation: 
General  Fund 

Widows  and  Ministers  Adopted 

Cragmont  Assembly,  Inc.: 
General  Fund 
Building  Fund 

Life  Membership  Fees 

(Mount  Olive  College) 
Anna  Phillips  Loan  Fund 
Camp  Vandemere 
Church  Finance  Association 
*Christian  Service  Fund: 

Missions 

Mount  Olive  College 
Children's  Home 
Cragmont  Assembly 
Superannuation 


Dr.  Ollie  Latch  Visits 
Mount  Olive  Campus 

Dr.  Ollie  Latch,  pastor  of  Grace  United 
General  Baptist  Church,  Paragould,  Ar- 
kansas, and  a  General  Baptist  historian, 
delivered  the  spring  semester  convoca- 
tion address  entitled  "The  Education  of 
a  Carpenter,"  on  January  15,  1974.  Great 
inspiration  was  received  from  his  mes- 
sage as  he  pictured  Jesus  in  the  car- 
penter's shop,  receiving  broken  items  to 
be  mended  and  repaired.  "As  the  Son 
of  God  and  Redeemer  of  men,  He  mends 
the  broken  lives  of  people  and  brings 
them  into  fellowship  with  God,"  stated 
Dr.  Latch. 

Shown  in  the  picture  are  three  minis- 
terial students  talking  with  Dr.  Latch. 
They  are  (left  to  right):  Vernon  McCoy, 
Howard  Scott,  and  Gregg  Paul.  Vernon 
and  Gregg  answered  the  call  to  the  min- 
istry following  Dr.  Latch's  message. 


400.00 

72.00 
406.00 

29.00 

203.56     1,834.25  1,834.25 


203.50 

5.00       208.50  208.50 


212.75 

25.00       237.75  237.75 


80.00  80.00 

8.78  8.78 

40.00  40.00 

10.00  10.00 

180.08 
180.08 
135.06 
135.06 

90.04       720.32  720.32 


NOTICE 

When  sending  pictures  to  be  used  with 
articles  for  publication,  please  send  only 
sharp  black  and  white  prints.  Color 
snapshots  do  not  reproduce  well.  Also, 
please  do  not  request  the  return  of  pic- 
tures unless  accompanied  by  a  self-ad- 
dressed, stamped  envelope.  Thank  you. 

The  Editor 


College  Sponsors 
Course  On 
Evangelism 

Mount  Olive  College  is  sponsoring  a 
six-weeks  course  on  "Evangelism," 
which  began  February  12,  7  p.m.,  in 
Room  115  of  the  Henderson  Building. 
The  course  is  for  six  consecutive  weeks 
and  is  being  taught  by  the  Rev.  Harold 
Jones,  missionary  to  the  Philippines. 

The  course  focuses  on  three  major  ob- 
jectives: 

1.  To  create  a  desire  to  do  personal 
evangelism,- 

2.  To  learn  basic  steps  on  how  to  do 
personal  witness,- 

3.  Overcome  barriers  to  practicing 
evangelism. 


At  least  two  nights  will  be  actual 
visitation  of  homes  in  the  area  where 
the  participant  may  put  into  practice 
what  is  learned  in  the  classroom. 

Pastors  and  laymen  are  invited  to  par- 
ticipate in  the  training. 


Mr.  World  and 
Miss  Churchmember 

(continued  from  page  three) 

They  were  no  longer  palatable.  I  give 
this  as  an  example  of  how  we  must  re- 
sist the  temptation  to  turn  aside  from 
worldly  attractions  along  our  Christian 
road.  Temptations  lurk  all  along  the 
"shoulder."  A  chorus  long  forgotten 
says  in  part: 

"Don't  turn  to  the  right;  don't  turn 

to  the  left; 
But  keep  in  the  middle  of  the 
King's  Highway." 

A  mighty  good  rule  to  follow.  Don't 
you  think?  Instead  of  saying,  "What's 
the  harm?"  dear  Churchmember,  ask 
yourself,  "Where  will  it  lead?  Will  it 
benefit  me  spiritually?  Is  it  worth  the 
risk  of  losing  eternal  life?"  Chances  are 
you  will  leave  it  alone. 


Thank  You,  God 

Pauline  Rothrauff 

God  gives  me  love 
And  food  and  friends,- 

God's  blessing  never, 
Never  ends. 

So  I'll  give  God 
Some  goodness,  too, 

By  being  kind 
In  all  I  do. 

And  God  will  know 

That  in  this  way 
I'm  saying  "thanks" 

To  Him  each  day. 


No  Binding  Chains 

The  Apostle  Paul,  bound  with  chains 
in  Rome,  wrote  about  the  Word  of  God 
which  cannot  be  bound.  Wicked  men 
have  tried  to  bind  it  with  the  chains  of 
indifference  or  to  banish  it  with  ridicule 
into  permanent  exile.  The  Bible  is  the 
Magna  Charta  of  our  liberties.  All  the 
hopes  of  mankind  are  in  Christ  who  is 
presented  to  us  in  the  priceless  Word 
of  God— John  Ruskin. 


Totals  $5,509.10  $5,509.10 

*20%  Christian  Service  Fund  retained  as  Promotional  Fund,  $180.08. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

Mrs.  Raymond  T.  Sasser,  Treasurer 
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"Thank  you  for  your  efforts  in  the  sup- 
port of  missions."— Joseph  Ingram,  Direc- 
tor-Treasurer.) 


MISSIONS 


Red  Stockings  For 
Missions 


The  Spring  Hill  Free  Will  Baptist 
Church,  Goldsboro,  North  Carolina,  gave 
out  red  stockings,  prepared  by  one  of 
the  young  ladies  of  the  church,  for  a 
special  offering  for  foreign  missions  on 
Sunday,  December  16,  1973.  This  offer- 
ing was  received  on  this  Sunday  night 
during  the  Christmas  program.  An  un- 
derrated tree  was  placed  at  the  front 
of  the  church  for  each  one  to  put  his 
stocking  on.  The  offering  in  the  stock- 
ings amounted  to  $140. 


Arapahoe  Auxiliary 
Christmas  Offering 

The  Woman's  Auxiliary  of  the  Arapa- 
hoe, North  Carolina,  Free  Will  Baptist 
Church  some  years  ago  agreed  that  rath- 
er than  exchange  gifts  at  Christmas,  to 
share  in  sending  the  gospel  out  through- 
out the  world.  Instead  of  exchanging 
gifts  they  have  a  Christmas  supper  and 
give  an  offering  to  missions.  The  Rev. 
Harold  Jones,  missionary  to  the  Philip- 
pines, was  the  guest  speaker  for  this  oc- 
casion this  past  year.  The  offering  on 
this  occasion  amounted  to  $320.50. 

(We,  the  State  Mission  Board,  would 


like  to  express  our  appreciation  to  this 
church  group  and  woman's  auxiliary  for 
their  gifts.  We  are  sure  there  were 
others  that  did  similar  things  during  the 
Christmas  season  that  we  are  not  aware 
of.  We  would  like  to  say  to  all  of  you, 


Where  Was  God? 

When  a  father  received  word  that  his 
son,  a  brilliant  lad,  had  been  killed  in  a 
railway  accident,  he  turned  to  his  pas- 
tor and  cried  in  desperation,  "Tell  me, 
sir,  where  was  God  when  my  son  was 
killed?"  And  in  that  tense  and  terrible 
moment  guidance  was  given  to  the  coun- 
seling pastor.  "My  friend,"  said  he, 
"God  was  just  where  He  was  when  His 
own  Son  was  killed!"— Christian  Digest. 


CHORUSES  FROM  THE  MESSIAH 

[SATES)  edited  by  Norman  Johnson 
A  delightfully  handy  volume  of  such  great  Messiah 
choruses  as  Worthy  is  the  Lamb!,  And  the  Glory  of 
the  Lord1,  plus  many  others  All  can  be  used  in 
conjunction  with  solos  from  the  oratorio  $  1  00  copy 

EASTER  ORGANIST 

Music  for  Palm  Sunday,  Holy  Week  and  Easter 
arranged  for  electronic  and  pipe  organ  by  Harold 
DeCou  and  Norman  Johnson  32  pages  $2.00 
copy 

SOLOS  FOR  EASTER 

Adapted  from  the  ever-popular  John  W  Peterson 
cantatas  Organ  or  piano  accompaniment  Avail- 
able in  arrangements  for  both  medium  and  low 

voice.  $1 .25  each 

THE  EASTER  CHOIR 

An  attractive  collection  of  SATB  anthems  compiled 
by  John  M  Rasley  Included  are  selections  for 
Palm  Sunday,  Holy  Week  and  Easter  32  pages 
$1  50  copy 


SEE  AND  HEAR  CANTATA  KITS 

You  could  call  them  tool  kits"  all  the  tools  you 
need  to  build  a  successful  cantata  program'  The 
cantata  book  is  for  your  perusal  and  evaluation 
before  ordering  in  quantity  for  your  choir  The 
33-1/3  rpm  record  lets  you  hear  the  cantata  in  full 
dimension  as  professionally  recorded  -  later 
guides  the  choir,  soloists  and  organist  to  rapid 
mastery  of  its  passages  The  bulletin  cover  matches 
the  cover  of  the  cantata  book  -  can  be  ordered  in 
quantity  Imprint  your  program  on  these 

Kits  Now  Available  For: 

BEHOLD  YOUR  KING  (SATB,  SAB*,  SA) 
EASTER  SONG  (SATB,  SSA*) 
FAITH.  TEARS  AND  RESURRECTION  (SATB) 
(KIT  -  $3  00) 

THE  GLORY  OF  EASTER  (SATB,  SA) 

GLORY  TO  THE  LAMB  (SATB) 

HAIL,  GLORIOUS  KING  (SATB,  SAB*,  SSA) 

HALLELUJAH  FOR  THE  CROSS  (SATB,  SSA) 

HALLELUJAH1  WHAT  A  SAVIORI  (SATB,  SAB*, 

SA) 

KING  OF  GLORY  (SATB) 
NO  GREATER  LOVE  (SATB,  SAB*,  SSA) 
NONE  OTHER  LAMB  (SATB) 
WERE  YOU  THERE''  (SATB) 
Contains  compatible  SATB  recording 

Cantata  Kit  $3.95  each 

Matching  Bulletin  Covers        $3  00  per  hundred 

The  Last  Week  (SATB)  $6.95  each 

(includes  stereo  recording) 

Order  from 
AYDEN  BIBLE  AND  BOOKSTORE 

P.  0.  Box  158 

Ayden,  North  Carolina  28513 
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BIBLE 


QUESTIONS 

and 
ANSWERS 


Conducted  by  J.  P.  BARROW 
Route  1,  Box  475,  LaGrange,  North  Carolina  28551 


Question:  If  I  believe  that  Jesus  is  the 
Son  of  God  does  this  believing  save  my 
soul? 

Answer:  I  do  not  think  this  is  what 
the  Bible  teaches,  but  that  kind  of  be- 
lieving is  a  step  toward  what  the  Bible 
teaches.  The  main  requirement  is  that 
one  be  saved  and  therefore  safe  for 
eternity.  What  the  Bible  really  does 
teach  is  "He  that  believeth  on  the  Son 
hath  everlasting  life:  and  he  that  be- 
lieveth not  the  Son  shall  not  see  life; 
but  the  wrath  of  God  abideth  on  him" 
(John  3:36);  "That  if  thou  shalt  confess 
with  thy  mouth  the  Lord  Jesus,  and 
shalt  believe  in  thine  heart  that  God 
hath  raised  him  from  the  dead,  thou 
shalt  be  saved.  For  with  the  heart  man 
believeth  unto  righteousness;  and  with 
the  mouth  confession  is  made  unto  sal- 
vation. For  the  scripture  saith,  Whoso- 
ever believeth  on  him  shall  not  be 
ashamed"  (Romans  10:9-11);  "Trust  in 
the  LORD  and  do  good;  so  shalt  thou 
dwell  in  the  land,  and  verily  thou  shalt 
be  fed.  Delight  thyself  also  in  the 
LORD;  and  he  shall  give  thee  the  desires 
of  thine  heart.  Commit  thy  way  unto 
the  LORD;  trust  also  in  him,-  and  he  shall 
bring  it  to  pass.  And  he  shall  bring 
forth  thy  righteousness  as  the  light,  and 
thy  judgment  as  the  noonday"  (Psalm 
37:3-6);  "Trust  in  the  LORD  with  all 
thine  heart;  and  lean  not  unto  thine  own 
understanding.  In  all  thy  ways  ac- 
knowledge him,  and  he  shall  direct  thy 
paths.  Be  not  wise  in  thine  own  eyes: 
fear  the  LORD,  and  depart  from  evil" 
(Proverbs  3:5-7).  These  verses  suggest 
that  the  kind  of  believing  necessary  to 
salvation  is  that  in  which  one  commits 
his  life  by  faith  unreservedly  to  God. 

Many,  many  people  are  reared  in  a 
Christian  atmosphere  having  good  Chris- 
tian loved  ones  in  the  persons  of  par- 
ents, brothers,  sisters,  and  friends.  It 
is  so  evident  that  Christ  is  the  Son  as 
they  claim  and  as  they  live  the  Chris- 
tian life  before  them  that  it  makes  it 
almost  impossible  that  they  believe  Him 


to  be  any  other  than  the  divine  Son  of 
God;  yet,  they  have  continued  to  live  in 
the  natural  realm,  having  failed  to  com- 
mit themselves  to  Christ  even  though 
they  have  known  for  sometime  they 
should  do  this. 

Once  I  returned  to  my  home  church 
after  a  lengthy  absence  and  met  a  rela- 
tive I  had  had  great  affections  for,  for 
many  years.  I  asked  him  if  he  were 
saved.  He  said,  "No."  I  warned  him 
of  the  danger  of  procrastination  and  he 
said,  "I  know  how  to  be  saved.  I  know 
what  to  do,  but  I  am  not  ready.  When 
I  am  ready  I  will  conform  and  be  saved 
so  you  need  not  worry."  I  returned  to 
my  home  and  the  Christian  activities  to 
which  I  was  assigned.  The  next  I  heard 
of  this  cousin  he  had  died  suddenly  en 
route  to  help  a  neighbor  do  some  work. 
He  was  good  to  his  neighbors  which  was 
well  as  far  as  it  went,  but  he  had  not, 
that  I  know  of,  committed  his  way  to 
the  Lord  and  trusted  Him  with  his  whole 
heart.  So  far  as  I  know  personally,  he 
went  from  this  life  without  being  pre- 
pared to  meet  God. 

The  Bible  in  other  places  says:  "Seek 
ye  the  LORD  while  he  may  be  found,  call 
ye  upon  him  while  he  is  near:  Let  the 
wicked  forsake  his  way,  and  the  un- 
righteous man  his  thoughts:  and  let  him 
return  unto  the  LORD,  and  he  will  have 
mercy  upon  him;  and  to  our  God,  for  he 
will  abundantly  pardon.  For  my  thoughts 
are  not  your  thoughts,  neither  are  your 
ways  my  ways,  saith  the  LORD"  (Isaiah 
55:6-8);  "Not  every  one  that  saith  unto 
me,  Lord,  Lord,  shall  enter  into  the  king- 
dom of  heaven,-  but  he  that  doeth  the 
will  of  my  Father  which  is  in  heaven" 
(Matthew  7:21). 

Even  though  some  passages  may  seem 
to  teach  that  a  casual  knowledge  of 
Christ  is  sufficient  to  assure  one  he  has 
escaped  the  eternal  judgment  of  God,  a 
more  minute  knowledge  of  what  is 
taught  in  the  Scriptures  will  give  one  to 
understand  that  a  spiritual  birth  from 
above  is  necessary  to  salvation.  Jesus 


plainly  told  Nicodemus:  ".  .  .  Verily, 
verily,  I  say  unto  thee,  Except  a  man  be 
born  again,  he  cannot  see  the  kingdom 
of  God.  .  .  .  That  which  is  born  of  the 
flesh  is  flesh;  and  that  which  is  born  of 
the  Spirit  is  spirit.  .  .  .  The  wind  blow- 
eth  where  it  listeth,  and  thou  hearest 
the  sound  thereof,  but  canst  not  tell 
whence  it  cometh,  and  whither  it  goeth: 
so  is  every  one  that  is  born  of  the  Spirit" 
(John  3:3,  6,  8). 

The  kind  of  believing  the  Bible  calls 
for  on  the  part  of  a  sinner  carries  with 
the  belief  a  complete  commitment  of 
body,  soul,  and  spirit.  Paul  knowing 
this  pleads:  "I  beseech  you  therefore, 
brethren,  by  the  mercies  of  God,  that  ye 
present  your  bodies  a  living  sacrifice, 
holy,  acceptable  unto  God,  which  is  your 
reasonable  service.  And  be  not  con- 
formed to  this  world:  but  be  ye  trans- 
formed by  the  renewing  of  your  mind, 
that  ye  may  prove  what  is  that  good, 
and  acceptable,  and  perfect,  will  of  God" 
(Romans  12:1,  2).  The  Bible  also  calls 
on  us  io  reason  with  God  on  His  grounds. 
"Come  now,  and  let  us  reason  together, 
saith  the  LORD:  though  your  sins  be  as 
scarlet,  they  shall  be  as  white  as  snow; 
though  they  be  red  like  crimson,  they 
shall  be  as  wool.  If  ye  be  willing  and 
obedient,  ye  shall  eat  the  good  of  the 
land:  But  if  ye  refuse  and  rebel,  ye  shall 
be  devoured  with  the  sword:  for  the 
mouth  of  the  LORD  hath  spoken  it" 
(Isaiah  1:18-20);  "Come  unto  me,  all  ye 
that  labour  and  are  heavy  laden,  and  I 
will  give  you  rest.  Take  my  yoke  upon 
you,  and  learn  of  me:  for  I  am  meek  and 
lowly  in  heart:  and  ye  shall  find  rest  un- 
to your  souls.  For  my  yoke  is  easy,  and 
my  burden  is  light"  (Matthew  11:28-30). 

Being  born  again  and  being  made  a 
member  of  the  spiritual  body  of  Christ 
suggest  a  new  life  and  nature  that  calls 
for  a  different  set  of  desires  and,  there- 
fore, different  attitude  and  activities  on 
the  part  of  the  converted  individual. 
"But  what  things  were  gain  to  me,  those 
I  counted  loss  for  Christ.  .  .  .  That  i  may 
know  him,  and  the  power  of  his  resur- 
rection, and  the  fellowship  of  his  suffer- 
ings, being  made  conformable  unto  his 
death;  ...  Not  as  though  I  had  already 
attained,  either  were  already  perfect: 
but  I  follow  after,  if  that  I  may  appre- 
hend that  for  which  also  I  am  appre- 
hended of  Christ  Jesus.  Brethren,  I 
count  not  myself  to  have  apprehended: 
but  this  one  thing  I  do,  forgetting  those 
things  which  are  behind,  and  reaching 
forth  unto  those  things  which  are  be- 
fore, I  press  toward  the  mark  for  the 
(continued  on  page  thirteen) 


THE  FREE  WILL  BAPTIST 


III 


S  TORIES 

for  our  youth 


A  VALENTINE  FOR 
MOTHER 

by  Margaret  N.  Freeman 

VALENTINES,  valentines,  today  is  Val- 
entine's Day!"  Roger  came  in 
from  the  mailbox,  his  hands  full  of  en- 
velopes. "Six  for  you  and  six  for  me!" 
he  said  to  his  sister  Cindy. 

"Oh,  did  I  get  all  these!"  Cindy  smiled 
with  delight. 

"It's  fun  to  get  mail,  isn't  it?"  chuck- 
led Roger. 
They  spread  them  out  on  the  table. 
"Here's  one  from  Grandpa  and  Grand- 
ma with  a  dollar  in  it,"  Roger  said. 

"I  got  one  just  like  it  with  a  dollar  in 
it,  too,"  Cindy  smiled. 

"Here's  a  big  cook  with  red  hearts  all 
over  his  apron.  It  says  'cooking  up  a 
grand  valentine  dish  for  you.'  That's 
from  cousin  Ed,"  grinned  Roger. 

"I  got  this  big  red  heart  from  cousin 
Susie,"  said  Cindy. 

When  they  had  looked  at  the  valen- 
tines from  their  grandpa,  grandma, 
cousins,  uncles  and  aunts,  Cindy  asked 
her  brother: 

"Do  you  think  Mother  will  like  the 
box  of  candy  Daddy  is  bringing  from  all 
of  us?" 

"Of  course  she  will,"  Roger  jumped  in 
his  chair  for  joy.  "She  loves  chocolates, 
you  know." 

"But  I  wish  we  could  give  her  some- 
thing more.  Something  just  from  us. 
What  can  we  give  her?" 

Roger  thought  and  thought.  Cindy 
thought  and  thought,  too. 

"Maybe  we  could  give  Mother  our 
help!"  Cindy  said. 

"We  could  set  the  table,"  Roger  said. 

"Or  wipe  the  dishes,"  said  Cindy. 

"And  empty  trash,"  added  Roger. 


"Which  would  she  like  best?"  Roger 
wondered. 

"Hi!  anybody  home?"  a  deep,  well- 
known  voice  greeted  from  the  doorway. 
It  was  Daddy.  His  overcoat  had  a  big 
bump  in  the  pocket. 

"I  know  what  that  is!"  Roger  thump- 
ed at  it. 

"I  do,  too,"  laughed  Cindy.  "But  be- 
fore you  give  it  to  Mother,  help  us, 
won't  you,  Daddy?" 

"Help  you  with  what?"  asked  Daddy. 

"We  know  Mother  will  like  the  box  of 
candy,  but  we  want  to  do  something 
special  for  Mother  on  Valentine's  Day  so 
she  will  know  we  love  her.  What  would 
she  like  us  to  help  her  with,  do  you 
think?"  Cindy  asked. 

Daddy  stroked  his  chin  the  way  he  did 
when  he  was  thinking.  "Well,"  he  said, 
"Maybe  you  should  ask  Mother  and  let 
her  decide." 

"Hurrah!"  said  Roger,  "that's  a  good 
idea." 

Cindy  got  the  package  of  red  con- 
struction paper  out  of  the  desk  drawer. 
She  cut  out  a  big  red  heart.  "You  print 
the  words,"  she  told  Roger.  "You're 
the  oldest.  You  can  print  the  best." 

Roger  pulled  a  sharp  black  crayon  out 
of  the  box.  "How  about  a  half-hour  a 
day  for  a  week  of  help?"  he  asked  his 
sister. 

"I  will  if  you  will,"  she  nodded. 

Roger  printed  very  carefully.   This  is . 
good  for  one-half  hour  of  help  everyday 
this  week.  We  love  you,  Mother.  Roger 
and  Cindy. 

Daddy  grinned.  "Mother  is  going  to 
be  mighty  pleased,"  he  said. 

"Can  you  stick  it  on  top  of  the  candy 
box,  Daddy?"  Cindy  asked. 

"Here's  the  Scotch  tape,"  said  Roger. 

Daddy,  Roger,  and  Cindy  went  to  the 
kitchen  where  Mother  was  preparing 
supper.  Daddy  put  the  big  red  heart- 
shaped  candy  box  on  the  table.  "Here's 
a  gift  to  our  valentine!"  he  chuckled. 


"Happy  Valentine's  Day!"  shouted 
Roger. 

"Happy  Valentine's  Day!"  echoed 
Cindy. 

Mother  turned  around  from  the  stove 
where  she  was  browning  the  meat. 
"What  a  lovely  surprise!"  she  said.  Her 
blue  eyes  shone  happily.  Then  she  saw 
the  paper  heart  fastened  on  top  of  the 
candy  box.  "What  is  this?"  she  asked. 
Then  she  read  Roger's  printing  aloud: 
"This  is  good  for  one-half  hour  of  help 
everyday  this  week.  We  love  you, 
Mother.   Roger  and  Cindy." 

"Why,  how  nice!"  she  said  softly.  She 
gave  Roger  and  Cindy  each  a  big  hug  and 
a  kiss.  She  hugged  and  kissed  Daddy, 
too.  "What  a  wonderful  valentine  gift 
from  my  three  wonderful  valentines!" 
she  said. 

She  smiled  at  Roger  and  Cindy.  "And 
I  am  very  sure  your  thoughtfulness  is 
pleasing  to  Jesus,  too,"  she  said.— Select- 
ed. 


New  Radio  Service  to 
Far  East 

The  radio  transmitter  used  by  Gen- 
eral Douglas  MacArthur  in  World  War  II 
to  broadcast  his  famous  "I  shall  return" 
message  to  the  people  of  Asia,  is  now 
being  utilized  to  tell  these  same  people 
of  another  inevitable  return. 

KGEI,  the  Latin  American  service  of 
the  Far  East  Broadcasting  Company,  lo- 
cated in  San  Francisco,  has  inaugurated 
a  new  Asian  service  to  China,  Russia, 
Japan,  and  selected  Southeast  Asian 
areas. 

The  new  schedule  is  in  response  to 
the  FCC's  lifting  of  a  twelve-year  freeze 
on  international  broadcasting. 

According  to  the  FEBC  director  of  pro- 
gramming, Carl  Lawrence,  KGEI  will 
broadcast  ten  hours  per  day  to  Asia  in 
four  major  languages  on  its  50,000  watt 
transmitter,  with  the  power  being  boost- 
ed to  250,000  watts  in  a  few  more 
weeks. 

Jim  Bowman,  the  director  of  KGEI, 
says  this  new  Asian  beam  will  not  affect 
the  Latin  American  programming  that 
has  been  broadcast  since  1960. 

In  dedicating  the  new  service,  FEBC 
President  Robert  Bowman  stated,  "It  is 
with  a  grateful  heart  we  accept  this  new 
responsibility  entrusted  to  us.  With  the 
return  of  our  Lord  seemingly  so  near  we 
are  grateful  to  God  for  this  new  op- 
portunity." 
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¥^iri'\  FREE  WILL  BAPTIST  CHILDREN'S  HOME 

jMhfiy^^^     "A  chHstian  H°me  f°r  B°vs  and  Girk" 

MIDDLESEX,  NORTH  CVKOLINA  27557 

Phone  (919)  235-4079 


MR.  SAMMY  WEEKS,  Superintendent 


Quarterly  Comparative  Analysis  Report 

OCTOBER,  NOVEMBER,  DECEMBER,  1973 
Receipts 


Religious  Contributions: 
Albemarle  Conference 
Blue  Ridge  Association 
Cape  Fear  Conference 
Central  Conference 
Eastern  Conference 
Pee  Dee  Association 
Piedmont  Conference 
Rockfish  Conference 
Toe  River  Association 
Western  Conference 
Other  States 
Auxiliary  Convention 
Other  Religious  Contributions 

Subtotal 
Parents  and  Relatives 
Friends  and  Others 
Farm  Sales 

Miscellaneous  Income 
Total  Receipts 

Operating  Expenses 
|  Farm  Expense 
I  Livestock  Replacement 

Miscellaneous  Noninstitutional 


■  111*1  case  vi 

1972-73 

$  2,299.44 

$  2,963.35 

$(  663.91) 

76.91 

39.84 

37.07 

6,061.24 

9,102.72 

(3,041.48) 

16,102.91 

17,479.70 

(1,376.79) 

15,169.86 

13,134.74 

2,035.12 

1,920.71 

1,384.11 

536.60 

1,126.31 

895.87 

250.44 

270.00 

100.00 

170.00 

50.00 

(  50.00) 

15,694.92 

19,327.76 

(3,632.84) 

96.18 

164.15 

(  67.97) 

233.80 

124.43 

109.37 

452.86 

452.86 

$59,505.14 

$64,746.67 

$(5,241.53) 

$  3,269.50 

$  2,985.00 

$  283.70 

3,864.80 

3,261.05 

603.75 

10,548.28 

2,943.36 

7,604.92 

5,163.21 

1,248.83 

3,914.38 

$82,350.93 

$75,185.71 

$7,165.22 

;ments 

$M),100.16 

$48,249.17 

$  1,850.99 

8,930.84 

8,564.69 

366.15 

3:>0.00 

350.00 

22.73 

10.32 

12.41 

$59,403.73 

$56,824.18 

$  2,579.55 

$22,947.00 

$18,360.53 

$  4,586.67 

Excess  Revenue  Over  Expenses 

(Note:  The  foregoing  is  only  a  quarterly  operational  report  and  does  not  reflect 
total  receipts  or  disbursements.  Excess  of  reserve  over  expense  is  used  for  capital 
improvements  and/or  the  operational  fund  for  the  subsequent  quarters.) 


OUR  VISITORS 

We  are  pleased  to  announce  that  we 
have  had  twenty-eight  scheduled  visit- 
ing   groups    from    Free    Will  Baptist 
churches  in  North  Carolina  since  last 
summer.   Most  of  these  visitors  brought 
special  gifts  and  offerings  for  us  and 
received  a  tour  of  the  facilities  while 
they  were  at  the  Home.    The  visitors 
were  as  follows: 
AFCs,  First  Church,  Durham 
Everett's  Chapel  Church,  Clayton 
YFAs,  First  Church,  Tarboro 


Youth  Group,  May's  Chapel  Church,  Dud- 
ley 

Pleasant  Plain  Church,  Selma 
Friendship  Church,  Middlesex 
AFCs,  Owen's  Chapel  Church,  Elm  City 
AFCs,  Hull  Road  Church,  Snow  Hill 
Youth  Groups,  First  Church,  Williamston 
Pine  Level  Church,  Pine  Level 
Challenger's  Class,  Shady  Grove  Church, 
Dunn 

Barnes  Hill  Church,  Rocky  Mount 
Milbournie  Church,  Wilson 
British  Chapel  Woman's  Auxiliary,  Kin- 
ston 


Crusader's  Class,  Gum  Swamp  Church, 

Greenville 
AFCs,  Saratoga  Church,  Saratoga 
Mount  Zion  Woman's  Auxiliary,  Roper 
YFAs,  Sound  Side  Church,  Columbia 
Layman's  League,  Piney  Grove  Church, 

Greenville 
AFCs,  Shiloh  Church,  Pinetown 
Hopewell  Church,  Smithfield 
AFCs,  Holly  Springs  Church,  Newport 
Saint  Mary's  Sunday  School  Class,  Kenly 
Mount  Zion  Church,  Momeyer 
Daniels  Chapel  Church,  Wilson 
Little  Rock  Church,  Lucama 
Marsh  Swamp  Church,  Sims 
Cub  Scout  Pack  401,  Black  Jack  Church, 

Greenville 

Please  examine  the  above  list  closely 
and  if  your  church  or  group  is  not  list- 
ed, then  make  plans  today  to  come  for  a 
visit  to  the  Home.  We  welcome  visitors 
and  desire  that  you  come  and  see  your 
Children's  Home.  If  you  have  visited 
and  are  not  listed,  please  accept  our 
apologies  for  making  an  error,  but  still 
come  or  come  back  very  soon. 


Questions  &  Answers 

(continued  from  page  eleven) 

prize  of  the  high  calling  of  God  in  Christ 
Jesus"  (Philippians  3:7,  10,  12-14). 

The  truly  born-again  Christian  is  never 
satisfied  to  become  careless  about  his 
living  for  and  service  to  Christ.  He  is 
always  desirous  of  seeing  more  souls 
saved  and  seeing  his  life  conform  more 
perfectly  to  that  of  Christ's  each  day  and 
every  moment.  He  constantly  feels  that: 
"I  am  crucified  with  Christ:  nevertheless 
I  live,-  yet  not  I,  but  Christ  liveth  in  me: 
and  the  life  which  I  now  live  in  the 
flesh  I  live  by  the  faith  of  the  Son  of 
God,  who  loved  me,  and  gave  himself 
for  me"  (Galatians  2:20).  So  walking 
by  faith  he  becomes  more  obedient  to 
Christ  in  the  passing  of  time  and  still 
more  desirous  of  living  as  Christ  lives 
and  working  as  He  works  in  behalf  of 
sinners. 


Change  of  Address 

The  Rev.  P.  C.  Wiggs  announces  a 
change  of  address  from  Route  2,  Box  160, 
Rocky  Mount,  North  Carolina,  to  Route 
1,  Box  109,  Pinetops,  North  Carolina 
27864.  Mr.  Wiggs  can  be  reached  by 
telephone  by  calling  his  son's  home,  Jer- 
ry Amos  Wiggs,  Pinetops  827-4697.  All 
future  correspondence  should  be  to  this 
new  address. 
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ST.  CLAIRE  BIBLE  CLAS^} 
THE  SUNDAY  fC.jL^> 


SCHOOL  LESSON^ 


The  Resurrection 
Victory 

Lessen  Text:  John  20:19-29 
Memory  Verse:  John  20:29 

I.  INTRODUCTION 

The  resurrection  of  Jesus  Christ  is  the 
great  testimony  to  the  superiority  of 
Christianity  over  all  other  so-called  "liv- 
ing religions."  The  only  founder  of  the 
world's  religions  who  still  lives  today  is 
Jesus  Christ. 

In  a  village  in  North  India  a  missionary 
was  preaching  in  an  open  place  and, 
after  he  had  closed,  a  Mohammedan  gen- 
tleman came  up  and  said,  "You  must  ad- 
mit we  have  one  thing  you  have  not,  and 
it  is  better  than  anything  you  have." 
The  missionary  smiled,  treating  him  as  a 
gentleman,  and  said,  "I  shall  be  pleased 
to  hear  what  it  is." 

The  Mohammedan  gentleman  said, 
"When  we  go  to  our  Mecca,  we  find  at 
least  a  coffin.  But  when  you  Christians 
go  to  Jerusalem,  which  is  your  Mecca, 
you  find  nothing  but  an  empty  grave." 
And  the  missionary  replied,  "That  is  just 
the  difference.  Mohammed  is  dead. 
Mohammed  is  in  his  coffin.  The  found- 
ers of  all  these  false  systems  of  religion 
and  philosophy  are  in  their  graves.  But 
Christ,  whose  kingdom  is  to  include  all 
nations  and  kindreds  and  tribes,  is  not 
entombed;  He  is  risen.  And  all  power 
in  heaven  and  earth  has  been  given  un- 
to Him."— Selected. 

It  may  appear  strange  to  have  a  resur- 
rection lesson  in  February,  but  since  we 
have  traced  Jesus'  steps  up  to  and 
through  His  death  on  the  Cross,  as  we 
saw  last  Sunday,  we  can  hardly  afford 
to  close  the  quarter  by  leaving  Him  in 
the  grave,  now  can  we?— The  Advanced 
Quarterly  (F.W.B.). 

II.  HINTS  THAT  HELP 

A.  Luke  in  the  first  chapter  of  Acts 
speaks  of  the  "infallible  proofs"  of  the 
resurrection.  What  were  they?  The 
empty  tomb,  the  grave  clothes,  the  ap- 


pearance of  the  angels,  the  appearance 
of  the  Lord  himself,  and  the  change  in 
the  disciples.  No  fact  in  history  has 
greater  proof  than  His  resurrection. 

B.  The  only  statement  that  Jesus  ever 
made  that  is  recorded  five  different 
times  in  the  Bible  is  the  Great  Commis- 
sion. Does  this  say  anything  about  its 
importance? 

C.  The  Lord  gave  the  disciples  peace 
in  two  ways:  He  gave  them  peace  with 
God,  their  sins  were  forgiven;  and  He 
gave  them  the  peace  of  God  in  their 
hearts. 

D.  Faith  is  not  blind  acceptance.  The 
Lord  gives  us  evidence  upon  which  to 
base  an  intelligent  faith. 

E.  Christ's  resurrection  should  give  us 
the  kind  of  peace  that  takes  away  the 
fear  of  death.   Does  yours  do  this? 

-The  Bible  Teacher  (F.W.B.). 

III.  ADDITIONAL  TRUTHS 

A.  The  road  was  straight  and  smooth 
and  the  weather  was  clear,  but  nonethe- 
less there  was  a  collision  between  a  car 
going  east  and  one  going  west.  After- 
ward the  two  drivers  explained  how  it 
happened. 

"I  was  on  my  side  of  the  road,"  said 
one.  "He  came  across  the  center  line 
and  hit  me." 

"I  was  right  in  the  middle  of  my 
lane,"  said  the  other  driver.  "He  came 
over  on  my  side  of  the  road  and  crashed 
into  me." 

Obviously  at  least  one  of  the  drivers 
was  mistaken,  though  in  his  own  mind 
he  was  sure  of  the  accuracy  of  what  he 
said. 

Most  of  us  feel  sure  of  what  we  see 
with  our  own  eyes.  If  someone  contra- 
dicts our  report  of  it,  we  say  he  is  mis- 
taken. But  he  is  equally  sure  we  are 
mistaken. 

You  have  heard  the  old  story  about 
the  blind  men  and  the  elephant,  haven't 
you?  One  man  took  the  trunk  between 
his  hands  and  said,  "An  elephant  is  like 
a  huge  snake."  "Oh,  no!"  a  second  man 
objected.  "It's  like  a  snake,  but  not  a 
huge  one."   That  man  had  grasped  the 


elephant's  tail.  A  third  man  was  feeW 
ing  a  sturdy  leg.  "I  wouldn't  call  it  any 
kind  of  snake,"  he  concluded.  "It's 
more  like  a  tree."  The  fourth  blind  man 
groped  his  way  along  the  side  of  the 
massive  beast  and  gave  his  opinion: 
"You're  all  crazy.  An  elephant  is  like 
a  wall." 

Even  with  the  best  of  eyesight,  each 
of  us  looks  at  a  thing  from  his  own  in- 
dividual, personal,  and  different  point  of 
view.  Each  one  sees  one  side  of  an  ob- 
ject or  event  or  experience,  but  other 
parts  are  hidden. 

Besides,  each  of  us  has  a  tendency  to 
see  what  he  expects  to  see,  to  believe 
what  he  wants  to  believe.  Take  the 
case  of  the  two  drivers  whose  cars  col- 
lided on  the  open  highway.  It  is  plain 
that  at  least  one  of  them  must  have 
crossed  the  center  line,  and  maybe  both 
of  them  did.  But  each  driver  knew  he 
ought  to  be  on  his  own  side  of  the  road, 
and  so  he  supposed  he  was. 

If  our  own  eyesight  is  not  always 
trustworthy,  how  can  we  be  sure  about 
anything?  We  discussed  this  three 
months  ago,  in  the  first  lesson  of  their 
series.  Do  you  remember  the  conclu- 
sion? 

The  best  way  to  be  sure  is  to  com- 
bine the  testimony  of  a  number  of  hon- 
est and  reliable  witnesses.  Each  one 
sees  a  thing  or  event  from  his  own  point 
of  view.  When  a  number  of  sensible  and 
honest  witnesses  agree,  this  is  the  best 
kind  of  assurance  that  it  is  possible  to 
have.  The  real  appearance  of  an  ele- 
phant combines  the  big  snake,  the  little 
snake,  the  tree,  and  the  wall.  But  if  the 
elephant  were  walking,  all  the  blind  men 
would  perceive  movement.  On  that  their 
testimony  would  agree,  and  of  that  there 
would  be  no  doubt. 

All  this  is  reasonable  and  right.  The 
best  way  to  be  sure  is  to  accept  the  tes- 
timony of  good  witnesses  who  agree. 
This  is  the  method  we  rely  on  in  courts 
of  law.  Yet  we  still  prefer  to  see  for 
ourselves  and  to  trust  the  testimony  of 
our  own  eyes.  This  is  nothing  new  in 
this  age  we  like  to  call  scientific.  Men 
have  always  wanted  to  see  for  them- 
selves, and  we  shall  find  an  example  of 
that  in  this  lesson.  —  Standard  Lesson 
Commentary. 

B.  Thomas  missed  the  meeting  with 
Jesus.  You  always  miss  something  when 
you  miss  church. 

Thomas  was  not  calling  his  friends 
"liars,"  but  what  he  was  hearing  seem- 
ed simply  too  good  to  be  true. 

The  next  time  you  know  Jesus  is  go- 
(continued  on  page  fifteen) 
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New  Growth 


BY  MRS.  ROYCE  MATTHEWS 


LOVE 

The  first  event  after  the  New  Year  to 
ie  celebrated  in  the  commercial  world  is 
it.  Valentine's  Day— the  day  set  aside  to 
.  lonor  those  we  love.  This  love  is  em- 
ihasized  with  fancy  cards,  candy  in 
eart-shaped  boxes,  or  sometimes  the 
lore  imaginative  give  flowers. 
What  is  love?  According  to  Webster, 
ihe  definition  of  love  is  "strong  affec- 
tion or  attachment  for  someone."  That 
poesn't  seem  quite  adequate  for  a  word 
is  profound  as  love,  does  it?  It  seems 
hat  Webster,  in  all  his  brilliance,  could 
lave  done  better  than  that. 

What  is  your  definition  of  love? 
That's  a  hard  question,  isn't  it?  Love 
s  confusing  because  we  use  it  so  freely. 
^Vith  the  same  intensity  we  say,  "I  love 
:ollards";  we  say,  "I  love  God."  Then, 
1/vhat  really  is  love? 

Is  love  the  feeling  you  experience  on 
the  eve  of  your  wedding  when  you  bid 
/our  husband-to-be  good  night  and  wait 
an  eternity  for  the  sun  to  rise  the  next 
day  so  you  can  become  his  wife?  To 
some  extent,  it  is  love.  But  a  lot  of 
Miat  you  feel  is  emotion. 

What  love  really  is,  is  the  feeling  you 
experience  forty  years  later  when  you 
ook  over  in  the  rocking  chair  beside 
yours  at  a  broad  smile  showing  store- 
)ought  teeth;  and  above  that,  a  shiny 
head  that  looks  as  though  it  has  been 
polished  with  Windex.  He's  cranky  now, 
since  he's  been  suffering  from  harden- 
ing of  the  arteries;  but,  you  wouldn't 
rade  places  with  the  queen  of  England, 
'hat  strong  affection  or  attachment  you 
'eel  definitely  is  love. 

When  you  two  are  alone  at  night  and 
^ou  pull  off  your  wig,  showing  that  the 
)lond  hair  (he  used  to  think  was  so  pret- 
ty) has  gotten  thin  and  stringy,  and  the 
hourglass  figure  that  used  to  turn  him 
on  now  looks  like  an  eight-day  clock, 
and  he  says,  "Honey,  the  longer  I  live 
with  you,  the  prettier  you  become"— 
now,  that's  love. 

Love  is  that  intangible  something  that 
keeps  a  young  mother  working  on  two 
jobs  so  she  can  maintain  a  home  for  a 
Ihusband  to  come  back  to  from  prison, 
knowing  that  he  won't  be  home  long  be- 
fore he  does  something  to  be  sent  back 
again. 

It  is  love  that  makes  a  young  man 


BIBLE  MEN 

by  Mrs.  Royce  Matthews 


Above  are  the  answers  to  last  week's  puzzle,  "Bible  Men."  The  names  of  these 
men  are  traced  on  the  puzzle.  Were  you  able  to  find  all  of  them?  Did  you  find  any 
Bible  men  whose  names  were  not  on  the  list?  If  not  search  again  for  there  were  some. 


leave  home  and  family  to  serve  in  a  war 
to  keep  them  living  in  a  free  country. 

It  is  love  in  a  mother's  kiss  that 
makes  the  hurt  of  a  skinned  knee  go 
away. 

God's  Holy  Word  says,  "Without  love 
we  are  as  a  sounding  brass  or  a  tinkling 
cymbal"  (see  1  Corinthians  13:1 ) — just 
a  sound  that,  after  a  moment,  vanishes 
into  nothing.  It  is  love  that  makes  life 
worth  living. 

And  it  is  love  that  made  God  send  His 
only  Son  to  the  likes  of  you  and  me. 

Can  this  love  be  defined?  You  don't 
try  to  define  it;  you  accept  it,  and  thank 
God  for  it. 


miss  what  Thomas  missed.— C.  F.  Bowen. 
C.  Dying  together  with  Jesus, 
This  is  the  end  of  strife! 
Buried  together  with  Jesus, 

This  is  the  gate  of  lifel 
Quickened  together  with  Jesus, 
By  the  touch  of  God's  mighty 
breath; 
Risen  together  with  Jesus, 
Where  is  thy  sting,  0  death? 

—Selected. 


Sunday  School  Lesson 

(continued  from  page  fourteen) 

ing  to  be  spiritually  present  at  some 
meeting,  be  sure  to  be  there  lest  you 


What  Makes  a  Death- 
Bed  Terrible! 

When  Garrick  showed  Dr.  Johnson  his 
fine  mansion,  gardens,  statues,  and  pic- 
tures at  Hampton  Court,  what  ideas  did 
they  awaken  in  the  mind  of  that  great 
man?  "Ah!  David,  David!"  said  the 
doctor,  "these  are  the  things  which  make 
a  deathbed  terrible!"— W.  B.  K. 
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FAMILY  FIRESIDE 

(continued  from  page  four) 

bridgeless  streams  in  Africa.  The  danger 
in  crossing  such  a  stream  lies  in  being 
swept  off  one's  feet  and  carried  down  the 
stream  to  greater  depths  or  hurled  to  death 
against  the  hidden  rocks.  Dr.  Lambie 
learned  from  the  natives  the  best  way  to 
make  such  a  hazardous  crossing.  The  man 
about  to  cross  finds  a  large  stone,  the 
heavier  the  better,  lifts  it  to  his  shoulder, 
and  carries  it  across  the  stream  as  "bal- 
last." The  extra  weight  of  the  stone  keeps 
his  feet  solid  on  the  bed  of  the  stream  and 
he  can  cross  safely  without  being  swept 
away.  Dr.  Lambie  drew  this  application: 
While  crossing  the  dangerous  stream  of 
life,  enemies  constantly  seek  to  overthrow 
us  and  rush  us  down  to  ruin.  We  need  the 
ballast  of  burden-bearing,  a  load  of  afflic- 
tion, to  keep  us  from  being  swept  off  our 
feet.— Christian  Victory. 


Prayer  Thought 
A  heavy  load  of  care  and  responsibility 
will  truly  keep  a  honest  Christian  on  the 
straight  and  narrow  road  because  he  has 
no  idle  time  for  communication  with  the 
devil. 

(Devotions  used  by  permission,  Knight's 
Master  Book  of  New  Illustrations,  Eerd- 
mans  Press.) 


SHINING  GOLD 


They  say  that  mothers  have  no  pay, 
But  Linda  smiled  at  me  today, 
And  Karen  stopped  and  hugged  me  tight 
As  I  went  in  to  say  good  night. 

Dear  God,  please  help  me  on  my  way, 
To  be  more  faithful  everyday. 
And  thank  you  for  the  shining  gold 
I  have,  as  these  small  lives  I  mold. 


WITH  GOD  IN  A  P.O.W.  CAMP 

by  Lt.  Comm.  Ralph  E.  Gaither 
(as  toid  by  Steve  Henry) 

The  story  of  Ralph  Ellis  Gaither  as  a  prisoner  of  war  in  Vietnam.  It  tells  of  the 
incredible  inhumanity,  the  brutal  torture,  the  humiliation,  the  loudspeaker-blared 
voice  of  Hanoi-Hanna,  and  how  Gaither  leaned  heavily  on  God  during  his  seven  year 
and  three  month  imprisonment. 

This  paperback  edition  sells  for  $1.95;  however,  while  they  last  you  may  purchase 
this  book  for  $1.25  at  the  AYDEN  BIBLE  AND  BOOKSTORE,  811  N.  Lee  Street,  Ayden, 
North  Carolina. 
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NEWEST  FROM 
JOHN  W.  PETERSON! 


THE  LAST  WEEK 

(SATB)  by  John  W.  Peterson 

performance  time,  approximately  50 

minutes 

A  stirring  new  Easter  cantata  from 
the  Dean  of  Christian  Music!  Highlight- 
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SELDOM  WHAT  THEY  SEEM  TO  BE  . . . 

(A  Two-Sided  Conversation) 

"Mr.  Thomas  prays  the  most  beautiful  prayer  I've  ever  heard." 

"During  the  church  service  on  Sunday,  you  mean?  I've  heard 
words  come  out  of  his  mouth  at  other  times  that  were  anything  but 
prayer  utterances." 

"And  Mrs.  Baker — how  wonderful  a  Sunday  school  teacher  she  is! 
She  expounds  upon  the  Word  so  effectively." 

"She  expounds  upon  other  things  too.  She  loves  to  spread  rumors. 
You  should  live  in  her  neighborhood;  then  you'd  know  what  I'm  talking 
about.  She  knows  everything  unfavorable  that  one  could  possibly  know 
about  anybody." 

"How  about  Mr.  Greene?  Isn't  he  about  the  most  generous  man 
you've  ever  seen?  It's  nothing  for  him  to  put  one  or  two  hundred  dol- 
lars in  the  offering  plate  at  the  time." 

"Have  you  ever  talked  to  any  of  his  tenants?  He's  not  that  gen- 
erous with  them.  In  fact,  they  could  probably  tell  you  why  he's  able  to 
put  that  much  in  the  plate." 

"Mrs.  James  seems  to  enjoy  straightening  up  the  church.  Now, 
there's  a  real  worker.  She's  out  here  every  Saturday  for  three  or  four 
hours,  cleaning,  dusting,  replacing  the  hymnals  in  the  racks,  and  .  .  ." 

"Yes — and  she  complains  with  the  backache  all  Saturday  night; 
and  when  she  misses  Sunday  school,  she  doesn't  mind  telling  the  ladies 
that  she  missed  because  the  work  which  she  so  'unselfishly'  did  for  the 
church  was  too  strenuous  for  her." 

"Mr.  Turner  is  always  rallying  to  worthwhile  causes — like  The  Can- 
cer Fund,  The  Society  for  the  Prevention  of  Cruelty  to  Animals,  and 
The  Heart  Association.  .  ." 

"Yes,  he  makes  big  noises  about  those  things;  but  last  Christmas 
when  I  asked  him  to  contribute  toward  the  care  of  a  needy  family,  he 
refused  even  to  give  one  dollar!" 

"Mrs.  Hopkins  is  really  serious  about  holy  communion.  I  heard  her 
suggest  to  the  pastor  that  we  observe  it  every  Sunday  night." 

"I  know.  In  fact,  she  'communes'  a  little  too  much  at  other  times — 
and  what  she  drinks  then  isn't  grape  juice,  either!" 

"Mr.  Maxwell  seems  especially  fond  of  our  minister.  He  always 
greets  him  so  warmly  on  Sunday  and  commends  him  on  his  fine  ser- 
mon." 

"True  .  .  .  and  he  hashes  him  up  at  dinner  time  too.  That's  how 
fond  he  is  of  him." 

A  two-sided  conversation!  Have  you  ever  been  involved  in  one? 
Watch  it,  now;  for  there  are  two  sides  to  you,  too — and  people  can't 
help  but  dress  one  down.  .  .  . 
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THE  FREE  WILL  BAPTIST 


RELIGION 

WITH 

POWER 

by  the  Rev.  J.  Stewart  Humphrey 


IN  a  recent  article  we  wrote  about 
firecrackers  and  dynamite.  We  said 
that  too  often  our  religious  undertak- 
ings were  more  of  the  firecracker  va- 
riety, popping  off,  stirring  up  dust,  but 
making  little  changes  in  the  surround- 
ings. On  the  other  hand,  we  said  that 
what  was  needed  was  a  religious  explo- 
sion that  changed  things  in  the  lives  of 
those  involved— a  planned  explosion  that 
would  change  the  lives  of  people  rather 
than  simply  stir  them  up.  God  has  a 
plan  for  such  an  event.  It  can  happen 
and  will  under  the  following  circum- 
stances. 

Religion  that  has  power  is  character- 
ized by  a  faithful  proclamation  of  God's 
Word.  "Listen  to  these  words,  men  of 
Israel,"  Luke  said  and  continued  to 
preach  the  words  of  Jesus  the  Christ  in 
power.  The  proclamation  of  the  Gospel 
by  Luke  and  the  other  apostles  was  so 
effective  that  they  were  accused  of  turn- 
ing the  world  upside  down.  It  was  this 
kind  of  preaching  that  led  3,000  souls  on 
the  Day  of  Pentecost  to  respond  to  the 
Holy  Spirit.  There  are  a  lot  of  preach- 
ers, a  lot  of  preaching,  and  a  large  num- 
ber of  Christians  who  say  they  are  wit- 
nessing, but  according  to  a  recent  poll, 
only  37  percent  of  Protestant  America 
attends  church  with  any  regularity. 
Where  is  the  power?  Is  not  the  church 
losing  ground?  Is  the  voice  of  the 
church  but  a  firecracker,  kicking  up  the 
dust,  making  noise,  but  making  little 
change?  One  might  hasten  to  say, 
"Yes,"  but  let  us  not  be  too  hasty.  It 
was  the  collective  voice  of  the  church 
that  won  the  liquor  battle  in  our  State, 
and  it  is  the  voice  of  the  church  that 


keeps  vice  and  immorality  from  com- 
pleiely  destroying  all  numan  decency.  To 
be  quite  honest,  however,  we  must  also 
admit  that  for  the  most  part,  the  voice 
of  the  church  has  little  power  to  speak 
of,  at  least  as  it  is  compared  with  the 
New  Testament  church.  If  each  church 
in  each  community  would  "listen  to 
these  words,"  words  from  the  omnipo- 
tent God,  claim  the  promises  of  the 
Word,  and  respond  in  faith  upon  these 
promises  the  church  would  again  be  ac- 
cused of  "turning  the  world  upside 
down." 

There  must  be  a  faithful  proclamation 
of  God's  Word  and  there  must  be  tear- 
less facing  of  testings  and  trials.  The 
dynamic  preaching  ot  God's  Word  blows 
the  flimsy  cover  of  the  hypocrite  away. 
They  rise  up  against  the  righteous.  "So 
they  arrested  and  put  them  in  jail,  but 
many  who  heard  the  message  believed." 
The  gospel,  when  faithfully  proclaimed, 
is  going  to  bring  about  some  adverse 
reactions  in  some.  If  you  are  a  pastor 
or  a  church  leader,  you  are  probably 
quite  aware  of  the  testing  your  faith 
can  receive  at  the  hand  of  the  hypo- 
crites in  the  church  itself.  Unfair  criti- 
cism from  within  the  church  hurts  much 
more  than  that  from  the  outside.  Trials 
and  testings  will  always  be  a  part  of 
human  life.  The  scientist  uses  them  to 
prove  his  theory.  The  Christian  should 
accept  them  courageously  and  use  them 
to  strengthen  his  faith.  "Every  tempta- 
tion that  has  come  your  way  is  the  kind 
that  normally  comes  to  people.  For  God 
keeps  His  promise,  and  He  will  not  al- 
low you  to  be  tempted  beyond  your 
power  to  resist;  but  at  the  same  time 
you  are  tempted,  He  will  give  you  the 
strength  to  endure  it,  and  so  provide 
you  with  a  way  out,"  Paul  wrote  to  the 
Corinthians. 

A  faithful  proclamation  of  the  gospel, 
fearlessly  facing  trials  and  testings  and 
finally  a  truthful  life,  is  necessary  for 
religion  to  have  power.  Our  life  and 
lips  must  also  tell  the  same  story.  One 
should  not  be  afraid  to  invite  people  to 
look  at  his  life.  "Take  a  close  look  at 
my  life.  By  no  means  am  I  a  perfect 
person  but  I  surely  enjoy  being  alive  and 
helping  others  in  time  of  need.  There 
is  more  love  and  peace  than  hate  and 
bitterness  in  my  life  and  my  home.  And 
the  way  that  I  speak  and  treat  you  day- 
by-day,  with  God's  help,  will  reflect  that 
I  have  given  my  life  to  Him,  that  He  may 
live  through  me.  When  I  stray  as  I  of- 
ten do,  then  I  confess  my  sins,  He  for- 
gives me,  and  sets  me  upon  the  rock 
once  again."   Is  this  our  testimony?  Are 


we  willing  for  others  to  look  closely  at 
our  lives?  Do  our  lips  and  our  lives  tell 
the  same  story?  In  order  for  our  reli- 
gion to  have  power,  they  must. 

Religion  of  power— dynamic  religion— 
that  cnanges  things  ratner  than  blowing 
up  the  dust  is  one  that  faitnfully  pro- 
claims His  wonderful  words,  faces  life's 
testings  and  trials  fearlessly,  and  re- 
flects in  word  and  deed  the  same  creed. 
These  are  only  three  facets  of  the  Chris- 
tian experience.  There  are  many  more, 
but  if  the  members  of  every  church 
would  speak  a  dynamic  message,  weather 
the  trials  and  testings  of  life  with  cour- 
age, and  live  to  match  the  testimony 
they  speak,  the  religious  life  of  every 
community  would  take  on  a  new  look. 


TO  THE  TEEN-AGER 

by  Ellen  Parnell 
Goldsboro,  North  Carolina 

All  people  should  realize  that  they 
are  gifts  from  God;  but  no  one  really 
wants  to  believe  this  for  he  doesn't 
think  he  is  that  important. 

Being  brought  up  in  a  Christian  home, 
it  is  pretty  easy  to  express  your  feelings 
toward  Christianity.  But  try  to  sing  in 
front  of  four  hundred  people  at  a  youth 
rally  and  you  are  scared  to  death.  You 
are  not  scared  at  the  number  of  people, 
but  because  most  of  them  are  teen-agers 
around  your  age. 

Have  you  tried  talking  to  your  friends 
at  school  about  God?  If  you  do  you  know 
what  really  happens— you  are  no  longer 
a  part  of  the  group,-  you  are  considered 
an  outsider. 

Try  telling  your  boyfriend  or  girl 
friend  about  Jesus  and  see  what  hap- 
pens. More  than  likely  they  will  forget 
you  and  call  everything  quits.  If  this 
does  happen,  you  are  better  off  without 
them. 

If  you  go  to  church  camps  in  the  sum- 
mer, surely  the  activities  are  a  lot  of 
fun  and  spiritual,  but  do  you  get  any- 
thing out  of  camp  deep  down  in  your 
heart  where  it  really  counts?  You  know 
you  should. 

When  you  go  to  church  services  on 
Sunday,  do  you  cut  up  or  do  you  listen 
to  what  the  preacher  has  to  say?  Re- 
member, you  are  setting  an  examole  for 
the  little  kids,-  they  look  up  to  you. 
Please  don't  let  them  down! 

Wherever  you  are  and  whomever  you 
are  with,  let  God  show  in  all  your  ways. 
I  am  only  fourteen  years  old,  but  I  am 
trying  to  set  an  example  for  the  young 
as  well  as  the  old. 
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SUNDAY,  FEBRUARY  24 
Scripture  Reading— Proverbs  22:4 

A  Wife's  Humility 
A  drunkard  husband,  spending  the  even- 
ing with  his  jovial  companions  at  a  tavern, 
boasted  that  if  he  should  take  a  group  of 
his  friends  home  with  him  at  midnight  and 
ask  his  Christian  wife  to  get  up  and  cook 
supper  for  them,  she  would  do  it  without 
complaint.  The  crowd  considered  it  a  vain 
boast  and  dared  him  to  try  it  by  a  consid- 
erable wager.  So  the  drunken  crowd  went 
home  with  him  and  he  made  the  unreason- 
able demands  of  his  wife.  She  obeyed, 
dressed,  came  down,  and  prepared  a  very 
nice  supper  just  as  quickly  as  possible  and 
served  it  as  cheerfully  as  if  she  had  been 
expecting  them.  After  supper  one  of  the 
men,  a  little  more  sober  than  the  others, 
asked  her  how  she  could  be  so  kind  when 
they  had  been  so  unreasonable,  and,  too, 
they  knew  she  did  not  approve  of  their 
conduct.  Her  reply  was:  "Sir,  when  my 
husband  and  I  were  married,  we  were  both 
sinners.  It  has  pleased  God  to  call  me  out 
of  that  dangerous  condition.  My  husband 
continues  in  it.  I  tremble  for  his  future 
state.  Were  he  to  die  as  he  is,  he  must 
be  miserable  forever;  1  think  it  my  duty  to 
render  his  present  existence  as  comfort- 
able as  possible."  This  wise  and  faithful 
reply  affected  the  whole  company.  The 
husband  thanked  her  for  the  warning  and 
became  a  serious  Christian  and  a  good  hus- 
band.— Selected. 

Prayer  Thought 
If  we  are  to  be  miserable  forever,  dying 
in  our  prseent    condition,    we    had  best 
change  our  ways.  God's  Word  will  tell  us 
how. 

MONDAY,  FEBRUARY  25 
Scripture  Reading— Deuteronomy  15:7 
Big  Men 

George  Washington  shocked  General  La- 
fayette one  morning  by  merely  being,  what 
the  father  of  our  country  described  as,  a 
gentleman.  It  seems  George  Washington 
and  Lafayette  were  talking  together  when 
a  slave  passed.  The  old  colored  man  paus- 
ed, tipped  his  hat  and  said,  "Good  mo'nin', 
Gen'l  Washin'ton." 

Immediately    George    Washington  re- 


moved his  hat,  bowed  and  wished  the  man 
a  pleasant  day. 

After  a  moment  of  shocked  silence  Gen- 
eral Lafayette  exclaimed,  "Why  did  you 
bow  to  a  slave?" 

The  great  man  smiled  and  replied,  "I 
would  not  allow  him  to  be  a  better  gentle- 
man than  I."— Selected. 

Prayer  Thought 

Jesus  washed  His  disciples'  feet  and  al- 
lowed Himself  to  bear  the  shameful  Cross 
for  our  sins.  Some  of  us  do  not  see  fit  even 
to  spend  one  hour  in  church  on  Sunday. 

TUESDAY,  FEBRUARY  26 
Scripture  Reading— 1  Timothy  4:12 

What  He  Could  Not  Pack 
A  young  minister  was  leaving  a  North 
County  town,  and  was  bidding  an  old  lady 
good-bye.  "Well,  sir,"  she  said,  "you'll 
be  busy  packing  up  your  belongings,  I  ex- 
pect?" "Yes,"  he  replied.  "I  have  only  a 
few  things  to  get  into  boxes  now." 

"There's  one  thing  you  won't  be  able  to 
pack  up,  sir,"  said  the  old  lady;  "you'll 
have  to  leave  that  behind."  "I  don't  know 
—whatever  is  that?"  questioned  the  minis- 
ter. "You  can't  pack  up  your  influence, 
sir,"  she  answered  quietly.— Christian  Her- 
ald. 

Prayer  Thought 
Our  actions  and  words  leave  a  lasting 
impression  on  those  with  whom  we  come 
in  contact.   Pray  that  our  impressions  are 
desirable  ones. 

WEDNESDAY,  FEBRUARY  27 
Scripture  Reading— Isaiah  1:18 

The  Way-Shower 
It  is  said  of  Miss  Reside,  the  first  wom- 
an missionary  to  Kiowa  Indians  of  Okla- 
homa, that  after  she  had  been  with  the 
Indians  long  enough  for  them  to  know 
what  it  meant  to  be  a  Christian  they  gave 
her  a  new  name.  They  called  her  "Aim- 
day-co."  Chief  Bigtree,  in  explaining  this 
name,  said,  "When  we  Kiowas  see  anyone 
on  the  wrong  road  we  call  out,  'Aim-day- 
co'  (turn  this  way).  Our  sister  came  to 
us  from  a  far  land,  and  found  us  all  on  the 
wrong  road  and  in  great  danger.  She 
stood  in  a  new  road  and  called  to  us  and 
said,  'Turn  this  way,'  and  showed  us  the 
Jesus  road.  God  bless  Aim-day-co."— Sel- 
ected. 

Prayer  Thought 
To  reach  a  heavenly  destination  we  must 
bypass  all  the  little  deceiving  junctions  and 
dead  ends.  Adhere  strictly  to  the  straight 
and  narrow  road  of  life  that  will  take  us 
home. 

THURSDAY,  FEBRUARY  28 
Scripture  Reading— Psalm  133:1 
Comfortable  Christians 
To  others  we  may  give  comfort  or  pain. 
Some  of  our  natural  characteristics  are  like 
thorns,  and  only  the  grace  of  God  can  re- 
move these  and  polish  the  rough  places  so 
that  we  become  helpful  instead  of  irritat- 


ing. .  .  .  Dr.  Walter  Wilson  gives  this  if 
luminating  note  on  the  Greek  word  fa 
"comfort."    He  writes:   "In  Colossians  < 
Paul  speaks  of  Tychicus,  One'simus,  Mar- 
cus. ...  In  referring  to  them  ...  he  says1 
'which  have  been  a  comfort  to  me.'  ThM 
word  'comfort'  is  the  word  'paragoria'  irl 
the  Greek.    From  this  we  obtain  our  word  I 
'paragoric,'  a  remedy  that  stops  pain.  These 
men  stopped  the  pain  in  Paul's  heart.  Some 
folks  'give  us  a  pain.'    But  these  friends! 
had  the  opposite  effect."— Selected. 
Prayer  Thought 
Are  we  irritating,  complaining,  obnoxious1 
individuals?    If  so,  try  reading  and  livings 
by  the  Word  of  God.   It  is  the  only  remedm 
of  its  kind. 

FRIDAY,  MARCH  1 
Scripture  Reading— Galatians  5:22 
Not  Grief  Alone,  but  Action  NeededI 
Mary  Virginia  Lee,    a    Sunday  school 
worker,  arrived  one  Sunday  morning  in  a 
beautiful  and   prosperous   southern  town.  | 
As  no  one  met  her  at  the  station,  she  took'! 
a  taxi,  and  driving  past  the  square,  no- I 
ticed  automobiles  double  parked  all  around1! 
the  courthouse.     This  seemed  so  strange  j 
at  such  an  early  hour  on  the  Lord's  Day, 
that  she  asked  the  driver  what  it  all  meant. 
He  replied,  "The  men  of  the  town  have 
gathered  here  to  go  out  in  search  of  a  lit- 
tle boy  who  has  been  lost  since  Friday  ; 
noon.    Organized  parties  have  been  search-  ; 
ing  continually  night  and  day  ever  since. 
Many  have  not  even  slept,  but  have  been 
constantly  seeking  the  lost  child."  When; 
they  arrived  at  the  home  where  the  work- 
er was  to  be  entertained,  she  found  that 
her  hostess,  who  was  the  little  lad's  Sunday  1 
school  teacher,  had  spent  the  night  with  i 
the  grief-stricken  mother,  and  her  husband  I 
had  just  returned  from  a  fruitless  all-night 
search.    The  sympathy  of  the  entire  town 
was  aroused.    Although  many  were  pray- 
ing the  anxiety  grew  more  tense  with  every 
passing  hour,  and  hope  was  giving  way  to 
dread.    Throughout  the  morning  services 
there  was  a  spirit  of  expectancy  but  still 
no  news.    About  noon  as  the  people  were 
returning    home    from    church,  someone 
shouted,  "The  boy  is  found!"  Immediately 
loved  ones,  friends,  and  neighbors  hasten- 
ed to  join  the  happy  parents.    There  was 
great  rejoicing  everywhere  because  the  lost 
boy  had  been  found.— Western  Recorder. 
Prayer  Thought 
We  have  many  lost  children  in  and  out 
of  the  church.  God  grant  us  the  wisdom  to 
say  the  right  words  and  perform  the  proper 
acts  to  bring  the  lost  back  into  the  fold. 

SATURDAY,  MARCH  2 
Scripture  Reading— Psalm  130:7 

A  Fatal  Point 
On  the  banks   of   Niagara,   where  the 
rapids  begin  to  swell  and  swirl  most  des- 
perately preparatory  to  their  final  plunge, 
is  a  signboard  which  bears  the  following 

(continued  on  page  thirteen) 
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Unmigtigated 


f : 


by  the  Rev.  R.  P.  Harris 


,  Scriptural  Basis:  "Let  us  hear  the  con- 
clusion of  the  whole  matter  (the  realm 
f  human  concern):  Fear  God,  and  keep 
jfihe  commandments:  for  this  is  the  whole 
uty  of  man"  (Ecclesiastes  12:13). 


Listen,  God  Speaks 


It  is  a  fact  that  people  will  not  listen 
to  God  when  He  speaks.  Listening 
incomes  before  hearing  and  faith  comes 
by  hearing.  Why  will  people  refuse  to 
listen  when  God  speaks?  It  is  because 
they  are  afraid  God  will  persuade  them 
to  change  their  minds  concerning  earth- 
fly  pursuits  and  ■  participations.  People 
are  all  excited  about  what  they  see  and 
feel  and  hear  of  earthly  things,  especial- 
ly material  things. 

It  is  human  nature  to  love  earthly 
things.  These  are  challenges  always  in 
evidence.  The  carnal  nature  is  of  the 
earth.  Nonbelievers  are  singularly  car- 
nal. They  have  no  spiritual  nature  at 
all.  Even  the  spiritual  (believing)  people 
are  carnal,  but  they  are  also  spiritual. 
The  spiritual  man  has  more  going  for 
him  than  the  carnal  because  he  has  God 
on  his  side.  The  carnal  man  has  Satan 
on  his  side  but  Satan  is  not  God!  God 
limits  Satan.  How  revealing!  Yet  it  is 
the  unmitigated  truth. 

Before  we  can  hear  God  speak  we 
must  train  our  ears  to  listen.  To  do  this 
one  must  quit  listening  to  the  carnal 
voice  (Satan).  God  must  have  his  un- 
divided attention.  In  fact,  God  will  not 
come  into  one's  heart  until  all  has  been 
arranged  in  His  favor.  The  soul  must 
submit  to  a  complete  housecleaning;  it 
must  be  swept  and  garnished,  with  all 
rubbish  removed.  After  the  soul  gets 
rid  of  every  undesirable  attachment  to 
carnal  and  earthly  things,  that  soul  must 
open  the  heart's  door  and  say,  "Come  in 


Lord  Jesus;  come  in  today;  come  in  to 
stay." 

When  a  man  listens  to  God  speak  he 
must  know  what  God  is  saying  and  be 
willing  to  accept  the  full  and  complete 
interpretation  of  what  He  is  saying.  Be- 
lieving part  of  what  God  says  and  ignor- 
ing part  will  not  do.  One  must  train 
himself  to  hear  and  respond  to  the  whole 
truth  and  nothing  but  the  truth.  A  half 
lie  (or  half  truth)  is  worse  than  the 
whole.  When  you  bite  an  apple  you  feel 
better  if  you  can  see  a  whole  worm 
where  you  have  bitten  rather  than  half 
of  one. 

Another  fact  remains-.  We  cannot  be 
half  a  member  of  the  body  of  Christ. 
Ephesians  5:30  states,  "For  we  are  mem- 
bers of  his  body,  of  his  flesh,  and  of 
his  bones."  Men  are  believers  in  fan- 
tasy. Would  you  believe  a  great  per- 
centage of  man's  mobility  and  interest 
is  in  the  realm  of  fantasy?  Think!  Chil- 
dren in  their  early  ages  learn  to  imagine 
things.  They  pretend  so  earnestly  and 
realistically  that  the  hard,  bare  facts  are 
hard  to  come  by.  Parents  should  be 
careful  how  they  teach  and,  in  fact,  im- 
press upon  their  children  unreal  (fan- 
tasy) and  implemented  congestions  in 
this  direction. 

I  believe  it  would  be  a  good  thing  if 
parents  would  take  a  look  at  the  numer- 
ous make-believe  things  in  our  society 
that  commercialism  is  thrusting  upon  us 
in  the  name  of  Christmas,  Easter,  Hallo- 
ween, and  other  commercialized  attempts 
to  defraud  the  citizenship  into  a  spend- 
ing spree  on  unethical  and  illogical  gar- 
bage! 


Born  Again! 

Clarence  Darrow  once  remarked,  "You 
can  make  nothing  of  man  but  man,  self- 
ish, mean,  tyrannical,  aggressive.  That's 
what  man  is  and  a  lot  more.  It  is  use- 
less to  try  to  change  him."  Of  the 
natural  man  this  is  true,  but  "if  any  man 
can  be  in  Christ,  he  is  a  new  creature." 
—Moody  Monthly. 


THE  SIN  OF  RESTLESSNESS 

There  is  a  restlessness  and  fretfulness 
in  these  days  which  stand  like  two 
granite  walls  against  Godliness.  Con- 
tentment is  almost  necessary  to  Godli- 
ness, and  Godliness  is  absolutely  neces- 
sary to  contentment.  A  very  restless 
man  will  never  be  a  very  Godly  man,  and 
a  very  Godly  man  will  never  be  a  very 
restless  man.— D.  L.  Moody. 


Churches  and  Ministers 
Available 

(  Note:  This  column  is  provided,  when 
needed,  ior  any  church  that  is  seeking  a 
pastor  and  for  any  minister  who  is  seeking 
a  church  to  serve  and  would  like  to  give 
such  notice.  Please  send  the  necessary  in- 
formation to  the  editor  of  "The  Fiee  Will 
Baptist."  Each  notice  will  run  for  two  is- 
sues only. ) 


The  First  Free  Will  Baptist  Church  of 
Roanoke  Rapids,  North  Carolina,  is  in 
need  of  a  pastor.  Any  minister  inter- 
ested in  serving  the  needs  of  this  church 
is  asked  to  contact  Mr.  Otto  Wright, 
222  Hamilton  Street,  Roanoke  Rapids, 
North  Carolina  27870;  telephone  537- 
6897. 

Mr.  Alton  Howard,  a  licensed  minister 
and  a  member  of  the  Eastwood  Free  Will 
Baptist  Church,  Fayetteville,  North  Caro- 
lina, announces  that  he  is  available  for 
supply  work.  Mr.  Howard's  pastor,  the 
Rev.  Taylor  Hill,  recommends  him  very 
highly.  Mr.  Howard  may  be  contacted 
at  P.  0.  Box  4125,  Fayetteville,  North 
Carolina  28306;  phone  483-3475;  or  his 
pastor,  1207  Arsenal  Avenue,  Fayette- 
ville, North  Carolina  28305;  phone  485- 
3980. 

Mr.  Cyrus  F.  Jones  announces  that  he 
is  available  for  supply  work  or  pastorate 
of  a  church  in  the  Free  Will  Baptist  De- 
nomination. He  is  a  licensed  minister, 
having  been  licensed  by  Casey's  Chapel 
Free  Will  Baptist  Church,  Goldsboro, 
North  Carolina. 

The  church  and  its  pastor,  the  Rev. 
Ed  Miles,  recommend  Mr.  Jones  to  any 
church  desiring  his  services.  He  may 
be  contacted  at  Route  9,  Box  662,  Golds- 
boro, North  Carolina  27530;  telephone 
778-1230. 


Already  Inside 

I  once  heard  the  late  Rev.  Seth  Joshua 
tell  how  he  met  a  man  who  said  that  he 
could  not  swallow  what  the  preachers 
called  "original  sin."  "My  good  fel- 
low," said  Mr.  Joshua,  "there's  no  occa- 
sion for  you  to  swallow  it— it's  inside 
you  already. "-Christian  Herald. 


He  who  loses  money  loses  much;  he 
who  loses  a  friend  loses  more,-  but  he 
who  loses  his  spirit  loses  all. 
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Cragmont  Assembly  Treasurer's 
Report  for  January,  1974 

Mrs.  Fountain  Taylor,  treasurer  of 
Cragmont  Assembly,  inc.,  Black  Moun- 
tain, North  Carolina,  reports  as  follows 
for  the  month  of  January,  1974: 

Balance  Brought  Forward 

January  1,  1974  $5,317.66 

Receipts 

Churches  $1,083.29 
Unions  74.40 
Sunday  Schools  36.07 
Sunday  School  Convention  9.00 
Leagues  41.20 
Gifts  100.00 
Auxiliary  4.00 
Transfer  of  Savings  2,499.82 

Total  Receipts  3,847.78 

Total  for  Which  to  Account  9,165.44 
Disbursements 
Operating  Expenses         $  382.74 
Insurance  280.00 
Church  Finance  Associa- 
tion, Inc.  5,000.00 

Total  Disbursements  5,662.74 

Balance  February  1,  1974  $3,502.70 


Mortgage-Burning  Ceremony 
At  Rooty  Branch  Church 


Sunday,  February  10,  the  congregation 
of  Rooty  Branch  Free  Will  Baptist  Church, 
Route  2,  Mount  Olive,  North  Carolina, 
had  a  great  cause  for  rejoicing  and 
thanking  God  for  His  many  blessings.  On 
this  occasion  the  church  held  a  special 
service  for  the  purpose  of  burning  the 
mortgage  on  its  parsonage. 

During  the  morning  worship  service 
the  pastor,  the  Rev.  Jack  Burnett,  deliver- 
ed a  message  on  "Stewardship."  After 
the  worship  service  the  congregation 
moved  to  the  front  lawn  of  the  parson- 
age where  Mr.  James  Barwick,  chairman 
of  the  building  committee,  presented  the 


mortgage  note  to  Mr.  Leslie  Bell,  chair- 
man of  the  board  of  trustees,  for  burn- 
ing. As  the  note  was  ignited  by  Mr. 
Alan  Brown,  a  deacon  of  the  church,  the 
congregation  joined  together  in  singing 
the  "Doxology." 

Work  was  begun  on  the  parsonage  in 
August,  1971,  and  it  was  occupied  by  the 
pastor  and  his  family  in  December  of 
that  year. 

Mr.  Burnett,  the  pastor,  states,  "Truly 
we  do  rejoice  because  we  have  seen  how 
God  can  bless  His  people,  for  in  less  than 
three  years  the  congregation  of  Rooty 
Branch  has  seen  a  dream  become  a 
reality.  We  give  God  all  the  praise  for 
this  miracle." 

"Bill"  Davenport  Ordained 

As  Deacon  of  Sound  View  Church 

Sunday,  February  3,  was  a  very  special 
day  for  Sound  View  Free  Will  Baptist 
Church,  Route  4,  Newport,  North  Caro- 
lina. On  this  occasion  Mr.  William  K. 
"Bill"  Davenport  was  ordained  to  the 
board  of  deacons  of  the  church.  Follow- 
ing appropriate  music  by  the  congrega- 
tion, youth  choir,  and  the  adult  choir, 
the  ordination  service  began. 

Mr.  Davenport  came  forward  and  the 
pastor,  the  Rev.  Jerry  Rowe,  read  Scrip- 
ture from  Acts  6:6  and  1  Timothy  3:8-13. 
After  the  laying  on  of  hands  by  the  pas- 
tor and  other  deacons,  the  group  sang 
"All  on  the  Altar."  Truly  Mr.  Daven- 
port laid  his  all  on  the  altar.  While  the 
congregation  sang  "What  a  Friend  We 
Have  in  Jesus,"  the  right-hand  of  fel- 
lowship was  extended  to  Mr.  Davenport. 

Following  the  morning  message  by  Mr. 
Rowe,  the  invitation  was  given  and  the 
Holy  Spirit  was  poured  out  upon  the 
congregation  as  the  church  members 
went  to  the  altar  asking  for  more 
strength  in  their  daily  lives.  Also  on 
Sunday  evening  the  Spirit  was  still  pres- 
ent for  the  evening  service. 

A  church  member  states:  "Brother  Bill 
and  Sister  Frankie  are  both  active  in  our 
church  work.  Brother  Bill  is  active  in 
the  church  choir  and  serves  on  the  usher 
committee.    Sister  Frankie  is  active  in 


the  woman's  auxiliary,  and  both  Mr.  aiVs 
Mrs.  Davenport  are  very  interested  ir 
the  youth  of  our  church. 

"They  served  as  managers  of  Cragmonl 
Assembly,  Inc.,  Black  Mountain,  North 
Carolina,  last  summer  and  will  be  going; 
back  as  managers  this  summer.  Wei' 
shall  miss  them  very  much,  but  Crag- 
mont's  gain  is  our  loss.  When  they  leave 
us  this  summer,  our  prayers  will  go  with' 
them  in  the  wonderful  work  they  are] 
doing  for  our  youth. 

"Yes,  Sunday,  February  3,  1974,  is  aj 
day  long  to  be  remembered  by  the  mem- 
bers of  Sound  View  church!" 


Holly  Springs  Church 
Announces  Revival 


Revival  services  are  scheduled  for 
Holly  Springs  Free  Will  Baptist  Church, 
Route  2,  Kenly,  North  Carolina,  the  week 
of  February  25— March  2.  Services  will 
begin  each  evening  at  7:30  with  the  Rev. 
Clyde  Cox  as  the  evangelist.  The  Rev. 
Royster  Martin,  pastor  of  the  church, 
will  be  assisting  Mr.  Cox  in  the  services. 
Mr.  Martin  and  the  church  membership 
invite  the  public  to  attend. 


Coming  Events  .  .  . 

February  23— High  School  Day,  Mount 
Olive  College,  Mount  Olive,  North 
Carolina 

March  9-North  Carolina  State  League 
Convention,  First  Free  Will  Baptist 
Church,  Durham,  North  Carolina 

April  5-7-Free  Will  Baotist  Camo-Out, 
Faqle's  Nest  Conference  Center,  Mount 
Olive  College,  Mount  Olive,  North  Caro- 
lina 
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I  BY  MRS.  ROYCE  MATTHEWS 


SOCIAL  DRINKS 

Christians  in  the  business  world  are 
rever  faced  with  the  question— to 
rink  or  not  to  drink?  During  the 
hristmas  season  with  more  mixing  of 
usiness  with  pleasure,  this  question 
eaches  its  peak.  It  is  ironic,  so  many 
eople  choose  this  way  to  commemorate 
he  birth  of  our  Saviour. 

For  years,  Alice  had  been  faced  with 
his  question.  Always  abstaining,  al- 
ays  positive,  always  with  a  feeling  of 
eing  in  the  wrong  place.  But  there 
as  no  choice.  Her  position  required 
er  attendance  at  these  functions. 

It  was  a  big  business  dinner  and  she 
arrived  early  so  as  not  to  make  a  spec- 
tacle of  herself  in  arriving  after  the 
crowd. 

"Lord,"  she  prayed  as  she  entered,  "I 
won't  ask  thee  to  go  in  there  with  me, 
but  I  do  ask  that  thou  not  forget  me  and 
be  here  when  I  come  out." 

What  does  He  think  of  my  being  here, 
she  wondered  as  she  looked  over  at  the 
bar  with  its  assortment  of  bottles  and 
glasses. 

As  usual  there  were  those  volunteer- 
ing to  mix  a  drink  for  her.  As  usual, 
with  the  refusal  came  the  avalanche  of 
"Oh!  Come  on!"  "Be  a  sport!"  "One 
drink  never  hurt  anyone!"  The  pointed 
look  and,  "Be  a  party  pooper  then!"  Fin- 
ally, the  careful  evasion,  like  she  had  the 
black  plague  or  something. 

There  were  times  she  was  tempted  to 
take  the  easy  way  out  and  join  them  be- 
cause she  felt  she  stuck  out  as  awkward- 
ly as  a  sore  thumb. 

There  was  a  little  stir  at  the  door  as 
the  after  dinner-speaker  arrived  with  his 
wife.  She  was  regal  in  her  long  dress- 
most  certainly  a  big  name  creation.  The 
diamonds  on  her  wrist  and  fingers 
caught  the  dim  lights  and  reflected  like 
twinkling  stars  in  a  black  night. 

They  were  seated  across  the  table 
from  Alice. 

"What  will  you  have?"  someone  ask- 
ed. 

"Just  water,"  the  cultured  voice  an- 
swered. 

"Oh,  come  on!"  the  deluge  began. 
"I  don't  drink,"  the  voice  came  on 
loud  and  clear,  "because  I  love  Jesus." 
Drinks  stopped  in  mid  air,  conversa- 
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by  Mrs.  Royce  Matthews 
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Anna 

Bathsheba 

Candace 

Deborah 

Delilah 

Esther 

Eve 

Hagar 

Hannah 

Herodias 

Jezebel 

Leah 

Lydia 

Magdalene 

Martha 

Mary 

Miriam 

Naomi 

Peninnah 

Rachel 

Rebekah 

Ruth 

Sarah 

Tamar 

Zipporah 


Find  and  circle  the  above  women  of  the  Bible  hidden  in  the  puzzle.  They  may  be 
vertical,  horizontal,  or  diagonal,  and  may  be  spelled  forward  or  backward.  The 
answers  will  appear  in  the  next  issue  of  "The  Free  Will  Baptist." 


tions  ceased,  and  heads  turned  toward 
her;  but,  she  was  unaware.  She  was 
getting  acquainted  with  those  nearest 
her.  Her  eyes  were  sparkling,  her  man- 
ner friendly,  and  her  smile  gracious. 

It  reminds  us  of  the  times  Jesus  sat 
with  the  evil  politicians  and  degraded 
sinners.  Suppose  Jesus  had  said,  "Sor- 
ry, folks,  but  people  may  get  the  wrong 
impression." 

If  more  of  us  Christians  would  attend 
business  functions  even  though  we  don't 
approve  of  some  of  the  activities,  the 
rapid  spread  of  the  "all  Tightness"  of  the 
social  drink  could  be  reversed.  By  our  re- 
fusal to  drink,  another  may  be  given  the 
courage  to  refuse  the  next  time. 

May  God  grant  that  we,  as  Christians 
out  in  the  "highways  and  hedges,"  may 
not  stick  out  like  a  sore  thumb,  but  shine 
like  a  beacon,  pointing  others  to  Jesus. 
There  is  a  difference! 


Home  Mission  Study 
Course 

The  Rev.  Taylor  Hill,  secretary-treas- 
urer of  the  Department  of  Home  Mis- 
sions, will  conduct  a  study  course  on 
"Missions,"  Wednesday  evening,  Feb- 
ruary 20,  at  the  Saint  Mary's  Free  Will 
Baptist  Church  in  New  Bern,  North  Caro- 
lina. The  time  will  be  7:30.  If  your 
auxiliary  has  not  had  a  course  on  mis- 
sions, then  you  are  invited  to  attend  and 
let  this  count  for  your  course.  Every- 
one is  invited  to  attend  and  hear  this 
wonderful  message.  For  further  in- 
formation contact  Mrs.  D.  W.  Hancock 
Jr.,  608  Contentnea  Avenue,  New  Bern, 
North  Carolina  28560. 


Father  to  son:  "I  can  tell  that  you  are 
going  to  become  a  baker  by  your  loaf." 
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MOUNT  OLIVE.  NORTH  CAROLINA 

ALUMNI  ASSOCIATION  ELECTS  NEW  OFFICERS 


The  new  officers  of  the  Mount  Olive 
College  Alumni  Association  which  were 
elected  February  2  at  the  annual  meet- 
ing are  as  follows: 

Front  row:  The  Rev.  Adrian  Grubbs, 
Sims,  president;  Mrs.  Dianne  Riley,  New 
Bern,  member-at-large  (and  outgoing 
president);  Linwood  Smith,  New  Bern, 


vice-president;  Mrs.  Beth  Smith,  Kinston, 
secretary. 

Second  row:  Eddie  Morris,  Wilson, 
treasurer;  Ronnie  Jenkins,  Henderson, 
member-at-large;  the  Rev.  Leonard  B. 
Woodall,  Snow  Hill,  representative  to  the 
board  of  trustees. 


Mount  Olive  College  Four- Year  Feasibility  Study 
and  the  Free  Will  Baptist  Church 


by  Frank  R. 
Director  of  Chu 

For  some  time  Mount  Olive  College 
has  been  in  the  process  of  a  feasibility 
study  seeking  to  determine  its  future  di- 
rection. Should  it  remain  a  junior  col- 
lege as  it  was  founded,  or  should  it  seek 
to  move  to  four-year  status? 

To  answer  the  above  questions,  the 
Board  of  Trustees  of  the  College  passed 
a  motion  on  February  15,  1973,  authoriz- 
ing the  chairman  of  the  board,  Mr.  Ralph 
Morris,  to  appoint  a  committee  to  study 
the  feasibility  of  Mount  Olive  College 
becoming  a  four-year  college.  That  com- 
mittee was  appointed  and  the  subse- 
quent study  was   presented   to  them 


Harrison 
rch  Relations 

November  22,  1973.  The  study  called 
for  further  considerations  on  the  four- 
year  college  status  of  Mount  Olive  Col- 
lege. 

In  partial  fulfillment  of  that  request, 
the  Rev.  David  Charles  Hansley  and  my- 
self were  appointed  to  take  the  matter 
of  four-year  feasibility  to  the  Free  Will 
Baptist  Church,  to  get  the  feeling  and 
response  of  the  people. 

Eight  area  meetings  were  set  up  in 
the  month  of  January,  1974,  to  which 
Free  Will  Baptists  were  invited.  The 
area  meetings  were  held  in  the  follow- 
ing places.- 
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Plymouth,  First  Free  Will  Baptist  Church; 

January  8,  1974 
Smithfield,  First  Free  Will  Baptist  Church 

January  10,  1974 
Wilson  County,  Marsh  Swamp  Free  Will' 

Baptist  Church,  January  14,  1974 
Wayne  County,  Casey's  Chapel  Free  Will 

Baptist  Church,  January  15,  1974 
Pitt  County,  Reedy  branch  Free  Will  Bap- 
tist Church,  January  17,  1974 
Beulaville,  Beulaville  Free  Will  Baptist 

Church,  January  21,  1974 
New  Bern,  Saint  Mary's  Free  Will  Baptist 

Church,  January  22,  1974 
Bladenboro,  Oak  Grove  Free  Will  Baptist1 

Church,  January  24,  1974 
A  total  of  157  people  attended  the 
meetings:  33  ministers  and  124  laymen. 
Twenty-one  of  the  total  present  were 
alumni  of  the  college.  After  a  discus- 
sion period  in  each  location,  an  opinion 
was  taken  to  determine  the  thinking  of 
those  present  in  regard  to  Mount  Olive 
becoming  a  four-year  college,  or  remain 
as  it  is.  One  hundred  fifty-three  people 
indicated  "yes"  to  Mount  Olive  becom- 
ing a  four-year  school,  three  said  "no," 
and  one  was  undecided. 

The  interest  among  those  present  was 
very  keen.  Two  major  questions  came 
to  the  forefront  in  each  discussion:  (1) 
Can  Free  Will  Baptists  afford  to  operate 
a  four-year  college?  (2)  Will  the  Col- 
lege maintain  its  present  Christian  com- 
mitment if  it  moves  to  a  four-year  pro- 
gram? One  hundred  thirty-three  peo- 
ple present  at  the  area  meetings  indi- 
cated they  would  seek  to  support  Mount 
Olive  College  at  a  higher  financial  level 
if  it  were  a  four-year  school.  Very  few 
could  definitely  say  at  what  level  that 
support  would  be.  Those  present  were 
clear  in  their  indication  that  they  had 
rather  keep  a  good  junior  college,  than 
to  take  unnecessary  risks  in  losing  what 
we  have. 

In  regard  to  the  second  major  question 
raised,  that  of  the  Christian  commitment 
of  the  college,  it  Was  clear  that  whether 
we  remain  a  two-year  school  or  go  to  a 
four-year  program,  it  is  vital  that  the 
college  keep  its  commitment  to  Christian 
higher  education.  Without  its  Christian 
commitment  as  a  college,  it  could  not 
serve  the  Free  Will  Baptist  Church  ef- 
fectively, neither  could  it  maintain  its 
unique  relationship  to  the  church.  By 
the  same  token,  as  a  four-year  college, 
founded  on  sound  commitment  to  Chris- 
tian higher  education  and  the  principles 
of  the  Christian  faith,  the  Free  Will  Bap- 
tist Church  needs  a  four-year  school,  ac- 
cording to  those  present  at  the  meetings. 
A  few  random  quotes  taken  from  the 

THE  FREE  WILL  BAPTIST 


<\  reports  returned  to  the  college  speak 
fl  for  themselves: 

"I'm  concerned  for  our  future  church 
and  this  will  certainly  increase  the  in- 
terest of  our  denomination,  spiritually 
as  well  as  financially." 

"I  would  like  to  see  Mount  Olive  be- 
come a  four-year  school  so  my  children 
can  graduate  from  Mount  Olive." 

"I  think  we  need  a  four-year  college." 

"I  feel  that  Mount  Olive  College  has 
been  an  inspiration  to  a  number  of  peo- 
ple. If  anything  can  be  done  to  educate 
our  young  people  in  a  Christian  atmos- 
phere, I  am  all  for  it." 

"We  still  need  junior  colleges  through- 
out the  state  for  the  students  who  could 
not  attend  a  college  of  four-years' 
credit." 

"After  graduation  from  Mount  Olive 
College,  I  transferred  to  another  church- 
supported  school.  At  this  school  I  did 
not  enjoy  the  closeness  and  the  spiri- 
tuality I  experienced  at  Mount  Olive.  I 
believe  Free  Will  Baptists  owe  to  them- 
selves and  their  children  any  possibility 
of  four  years  of  Christian  education.  I 
personally  would  have  enjoyed  staying  at 
Mount  Olive  Junior  College  for  four 
years." 

"I  am  very  proud  of  Mount  Olive  Col- 
lege and  happy  to  know  that  we  have  a 
college  that  takes  a  firm  stand  in  the 
faith  of  our  Lord  Jesus,  and  that  they 
teach  and  help  our  young  people  to  be 
more  dedicated  people.  ...  We  have 
seen  the  results  as  we  have  one  of  the 
best  young  ministers  that  can  be  at  our 
church,  and  he  came  from  Mount  Olive 
Junior  College." 

"This  change  has  been  needed  for 
many  years.  Let  us  'ready  up'  and  move 
out  to  what  faith  in  God  can  do  to  us 
as  well  as  for  us." 

Where  do  we  go  from  here?  That 
question  is  yet  to  be  decided.  Mount 
Olive  College  was  founded  on  dreams 
and  faith  in  a  living  God  with  whom  all 
things  are  possible.  Let  us  continue  to 
seek  His  direction  and  guidance  in  the 
weeks  and  months  ahead. 


"I  WILL  BE  YOUR  MISSIONARY  STILL!" 

"Recall  the  twenty-one  years  of  my 
service,-  give  me  back  its  shipwrecks, 
give  me  its  standings  in  the  face  of 
death,  give  me  it  surrounded  by  fierce 
savages  with  spears  and  clubs,  give  it 
back  with  arrows  flying  around  me,  give 
it  back  to  me  with  clubs,  knocking  me 
down,  give  all  this  back  to  me,  and  I 
will  be  your  missionary  still."— Rev. 
Thomas  Chalmers. 


STUDY  GUIDE  FOR  THE  1974  INTERMEDIATE 
AND  JUNIOR  SWORD  DRILLS  TO  BE  HELD  AT 
THE  N.  C  STATE  FWB  LEAGUE  CONVENTION 


I.  Scripture  Searching 


2  Corinthians  5:21 

1  Peter  2:24 
Leviticus  17:11 
Hebrews  9:22 
Proverbs  27:1 
Ephesians  2:8 
James  2:19 

2  Samuel  24:25 
1  John  4=7 


Ezra  4:4 
Nehemiah  12:1 
Psalm  86:15 
Isaiah  1:18 
1  Corinthians  14:37 
Luke  2.49 
Acts  9:5 
Philemon  14 
Revelation  22:13 


II.  Unfinished  Quotations 

A.  "Will  a  man  rob  God?  .  .  ."  (Malachi  3:8). 

B.  ".  .  .  without  shedding  of  blood  .  .  ."  (Hebrews  9:22). 

C.  "Children,  obey  your  parents  .  .  ."  (Colossians  3:20). 

D.  "That  if  thou  shalt  confess  with  thy  mouth  the  Lord  Jesus,  .  . 

E.  "The  grace  of  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ  .  .  ."  (Revelation  22:21). 

F.  "In  the  beginning  .  .  ."  (Genesis  1:1). 

G.  "The  LORD  is  my  shepherd;  .  .  ."  (Psalm  23:1). 

H.  "I  came  not  to  call  the  righteous,  .  .  ."  (Luke  5:32). 

I.  "No  man  hath  seen  God  at  any  time.  .  .  ."  (1  John  4:12). 
J.  "For  God  so  loved  the  world,  .  .  ."  (John  3:16). 


(Romans  10:9) 


III.  Character 


Jude  (Jude  1) 

Lord  (Psalm  118:14) 

Moses  (Deuteronomy  5:1) 

Cain  (Genesis  4:1) 

Aaron  (Exodus  32:21) 

Satan  (Job  1:6) 

Jesus  (Revelation  22:21) 


Judges 

2  Peter 

Mark 

Nehemiah 

Daniel 

Jude 

John 

Lamentations 

Titus 

Joel 


IV.  Book 


V.  Topical 


Kind  (Genesis  1:11) 
Salvation  (Psalm  14:7) 
Camel  (Genesis  24:19) 
Glory  (Numbers  16:42) 
Heart  (1  Samuel  1:13) 
Neighbor  (Exodus  23:16) 


Jericho  (Joshua  6:1) 
Samson  (Judges  16:1) 
Delilah  (Judges  16:4) 
Saul  (1  Samuel  26:21) 
Noah  (Genesis  5:29) 
God  (Genesis  1:1) 
Loved  (John  3:16) 


Romans 

1  Kings 

2  John 
Galatians 
Esther 
Zechariah 
Ecclesiastes 
Jonah 

Ezra 

Colossians 


Baotized  (Romans  6:3) 
Rebelled  (Deuteronomy  1:26) 
Satisfy  (Job  3R-27) 
Cross  (John  19:17) 
Good  (Genesis  1:31) 
Charity  (1  Corinthians  13:13) 


VI.  Doctrinal 

A.  The  name  of  Adam's  first  child  (Genesis  4:1). 

B.  Who  David  was  (1  Samuel  16:1). 

C.  The  earth  shown  as  God's  footstool  (Acts  7:49). 

D.  Children  are  told  to  obey  their  parents  (Colossians  3:20). 

E.  The  will  of  God  given  that  we  should  give  thanks  (1  Thessalonians  5:18). 

F.  The  hand  of  the  Lord  is  said  to  be  mighty  (Joshua  4:24). 

Note:  In  the  Character  and  Topical  drills,  one  may  use  other  Scriptures  than  those 
(or  in  addition  to  those)  given  in  the  guide.  No  one  above  the  aae  of  15  mav  partici- 
pate. Anyone  havinq  auestions  may  write  or  call  Mrs.  Mike  Conner,  Route  2.  Deep 
Run,  North  Carolina  28525;  telephone  568-4529.  Mrs.  Conner  is  promotional  secretary 
of  the  Convention. 
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MISSIONS 

Home  Missions  Report 

by  the  Rev.  Taylor  Hill 

The  Rev.  Al  Markuson,  pastor  of  the 
Victory  Free  Will  Baptist  Mission,  Hope 
Mills,  North  Carolina,  baptized  three  new 
members  of  the  mission  on  Sunday  night, 
February  10.  The  baptism  was  held 
jointly  with  the  Eastwood  Free  Will  Bap- 
tist Church,  Fayetteville,  North  Carolina, 
which  had  six  candidates  for  baptism. 
The  Sandy  Grove  Free  Will  Baptist  Church 
of  St.  Pauls,  North  Carolina,  also  had  one 
for  baptism. 

Mr.  Markuson  reports  that  the  Victory 
mission  is  progressing  very  well.  Also 
the  Rev.  Wayne  Watson  reports  that  the 
Charlotte,  North  Carolina,  work  is  get- 
ting off  to  a  really  good  start.  We  expect 
to  have  a  more  detailed  report  on  these 
missions  in  the  near  future,  along  with 
pictures. 

The  Rev.  Grayson  Spencer  reports  that 
the  work  in  Hillsborough,  North  Caro- 
lina, is  very  encouraging.  He  is  consid- 
ering moving  into  this  area  in  the  near 
future.  Also  Brother  Stanley  Slaughter 
is  spearheading  a  building  program  in 
Henderson,  North  Carolina. 

Please  send  all  contributions  and  cor- 
respondence for  the  Home  Missions  De- 
partment to  the  Rev.  Taylor  Hill,  secre- 
tary-treasurer, 1207  Arsenal  Avenue, 
Fayetteville,  North  Carolina  28305. 

Missions  Board 
Sponsors  Mission 
Rallies 

During  the  dates  of  February  25,  1974, 
through  March  8,  1974,  we  have  planned 
a  series  of  services  throughout  North 
Carolina.  I  hope  to  see  many  of  you  dur- 
ing this  time. 

There  are  two  purposes  for  these  ser- 
vices to  be  held.  We  want  to  keep  our 
people  informed  of  accomplishments  of 
the  past  with  the  support  that  you  have 
given  to  the  foreign  mission  effort.  You 
have  been  loyal  and  we  feel  an  obligation 
to  you  to  share  the  success  of  this  pro- 
gram under  the  blessings  and  guidance 
of  God.   Second,  for  some  time  now  we 


have  wanted  to  be  able  to  assist  in  the 
building  of  some  churches  in  Mexico. 
These  people  are  interested  and  worthy 
of  a  place  to  worship.  This  we  have  not 
known  how  to  do  without  making  them 
dependent  upon  North  Carolina,  and  thus 
taking  away  their  personal  interest  and 
involvement.  The  Foreign  Mission  Board 
approved  a  plan  in  its  last  meeting  to 
have  a  series  of  mission  rallies  and  to 
use  the  money  received  in  the  offerings 
to  set  up  a  fund  to  be  administered  by 
the  Mexican  field  council.  This  fund  will 
be  available  as  loans  to  the  congrega- 
tions in  Mexico.  As  these  loans  are  re- 
paid, they  will  be  made  available  for 
other  groups  in  Mexico  to  use.  It  will 
be  comparable  to  our  Church  Finance  As- 
sociation. 


On  the  back  cover  of  this  issue  of  the/ 
"Baptist"  is  a  schedule  of  these  mission 
rallies.  Please, check  this  schedule  and 
note  the  places  most  convenient  for  you 
to  attend.  We  hope  it  is  possible  for 
every  Free  Will  Baptist  church  in  North 
Carolina  to  be  represented  to  at  least 
one  of  these  rallies.  However,  if  this  is 
not  possible,  please  send  a  special  offer- 
ing earmarked  "Mexico  Church  Building" 
to  the  Board  of  Foreign  Missions,  P.  0. 
Box  979,  Goldsboro,  North  Carolina 
27530. 

Thank  you  for  your  cooperation  and 
support  in  these  services. 
Respectfully  submitted, 
Joseph  H.  Ingram,  Director-Treasurer 


Change  of  Address 

The  Rev.  Luther  Swinson  reports  a 
change  of  address  from  Route  5,  Box  36, 
New  Bern,  North  Carolina,  to  Route  6, 
Box  159,  New  Bern,  North  Carolina 
28560.  All  future  correspondence 
should  be  to  his  new  address. 


WITH  GOD  IN  A  P.O.W.  CAMP 

by  Lt.  Comm.  Ralph  E.  Gaither 
(as  told  by  Steve  Henry) 

The  story  of  Ralph  Ellis  Gaither  as  a  prisoner  of  war  in  Vietnam.  It  tells  of  the 
incredible  inhumanity,  the  brutal  torture,  the  humiliation,  the  loudspeaker-blared 
voice  of  Hanoi-Hanna,  and  how  Gaither  leaned  heavily  on  God  during  his  seven  year 
and  three  month  imprisonment. 

This  paperback  edition  sells  for  $1.95;  however,  while  they  last  you  may  purchase 
this  book  for  $1.25  at  the  AYDEN  BIBLE  AND  BOOKSTORE,  811  N.  Lee  Street,  Ayden, 
North  Carolina. 
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QUESTIONS 
BIBLE  ANSWERS 

Conducted  by  J.  P.  BARROW 
Route  1,  Box  475,  LaGrange,  North  Carolina  28551 


Question:  Please   explain,   "And  he 
said,  Cursed  be  Canaan,-  a  servant  of  ser- 
vants shall  he  be  unto  his  brethren" 
"(Genesis  9:25).    Does  this  explain  the 
fNegro  and  the  place  of  servitude  im- 
I  posed  upon  him? 

Answer:  In  part  it  may;  however,  Ca- 
naan's descendants  embrace  other  races. 
Some  of  these  were  among  the  nations 
Israel  destroyed  and  took  their  lands 
when  God  directed  Moses  and  Joshua  in 
the  exodus  from  Egypt  to  Canaan.  These 
i  nations  in  a  sense  acted  as  Israel's  ser- 
vants in  that  they  developed  the  land  of 
jCanaan  into  one  of  the  most  productive 
Hands  having  a  high  form  of  civilization. 

The  Israelites  were   told   that  God 
would  bring  them  into  a  land  of  milk 
and  honey,  and  if  they  were  obedient 
that  none  of  these  would  be  able  to 
stand  before  Israel.   The  vineyards,  the 
herds  of  animals,  and  the  cities  were  de- 
scribed so  as  to  indicate  the  high  state 
of  civilization  and  the  advantage  to  Is- 
rael of  obeying  God  and  coming  into  a 
ji  land  well  developed,  having  all  the  neces- 
isary  things  to  bountiful  living.   So  these 
Canaanites,  probably  none  Negroes,  serv- 
ed Israel  well  in  the  development  of  Ca- 
ll naan.  Of  course,  the  Negro  is  a  descend- 
ant of  Ham  and  probably  of  Canaan  and 
there  is  no  doubt  under  the  curse. 

Dr.  L.  T.  Talbot  who  has  given  me  writ- 
ten permission  to  use  any  part  of  his 
writings  in  this  column  has  done  some 
extensive  research  on  a  similar  question 
as  found  on  Page  72  in  his  book,  Bible 
Questions  Explained,  which  follows: 

"Canaan  was  the  fourth  son  of  Ham. 
(See  Genesis  10:6.)    The  Bible  Cyclo- 
pedia, by  Fausset,  says,  in  part:  'From 
!  Ham  came  four  main  races:  Cush  (Ethio- 
pia); Mizraim  (Egypt);  Phus  (Nubia);  and 
j  Canaan.'    Canaan  comprised  six  chief 
1  tribes:  The  Hittites,  Hivites,  Amorites, 
!  Jebusites,  Perizzites,  and  Girgashites,  to 
i  which  (in  the  narrow  sense)  the  Canaan- 
i  ites  being  added  make  up  the  mystic 
]  number  seven  .  .  .  The  Hamitic  descent 
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of  Canaan  was  formerly  questioned,  but 
is  now  proved  by  the  monuments. 

"As  we  well  know,  Ham  had  sinned. 
(Read  Genesis  9:20-27.)  Then  Noah  ut- 
tered the  threefold  prophecy  of  these 
verses:  That  special  blessing  would  come 
from  God  upon  Shem  (Christ  and  the 
Bible  came  through  this  son  of  Noah); 
that  Japheth  would  be  the  father  of  the 
'enlarged'  races,  and  would  share  the 
blessing  of  Shem;  and  that  Canaan  should 
serve  his  brethren. 

"To  quote  Fausset  further:  'In  Ham's 
sin  lies  the  stain  of  the  whole  Hamitic 
race,  sexual  profligacy,  of  which  Sodom 
and  Gomorrah  furnish  an  awful  example. 
Canaan  probably  shared  in  and  prompt- 
ed his  father's  guilt  towards  Noah;  for 
Noah's  "younger  son"  probably  means 
his  "grandson"  (Genesis  9:24),  and  the 
curse  being  pronounced  upon  Canaan, 
not  Ham,  implies  Canaan's  leading  guilt, 
probably  being  the  first  to  expose  to 
Ham  Noah's  shame.' 

"In  any  case,  the  curse  upon  Canaan 
was  a  curse  upon  Ham— a  sorrow  and  a 
grief  to  any  parent.  And  without  any 
doubt  Ham  sinned  in  this  act,  whether 
in  partnership  with  Canaan  or  on  his 
own  initiative. 

"The  Pulpit  Commentary  adds  this 
thought:  'Possibly  Canaan  was  already 
walking  in  his  father's  evil  steps  .  .  . 
Possibly  Noah  foresaw  Canaan's  deprav- 
ity,- certainly  God  did.  And  this  was  a 
prophecy,  as  well  as  a  curse  .  .  .  The 
doom  of  servitude  was  sovereignty  im- 
posed ...  In  after  years  ...  the  peculiar 
sins  for  which  the  Canaanites  were  de- 
stroyed were  allied  to  those  which  are 
referred  to  in  the  text.'  We  need  only 
read  Moses'  repeated  warnings  to  Israel 
against  the  vile  sins  of  the  Canaanites, 
to  know  something  of  the  depths  of 
degradation  to  which  these  people  had 
sunk.  Thus  Israel  was  'the  divinely  ap- 
pointed instrument  to  purge  the  land  of 
transgressors  hopelessly  depraved:  "De- 
file not  yourselves  in  any  of  these  things, 
for  in  all  these  the  nations  are  defiled 


that  I  cast  out  before  you,  and  the  land 
itself  vomiteth  out  her  inhabitants" 
(Leviticus  18:24).  The  Canaanites  had 
the  respite  of  centuries,  the  awful  ex- 
ample of  the  plain  (Sodom  and  Gomor- 
rah), and  the  godly  example  of  Abra- 
ham, Melchizedek,  and  others;  but  all 
failed  to  lead  them  to  repentance'  (Faus- 
set). 

"  'So  Canaan  was  to  be  "servant  of 
servants";  i.e.,  the  most  abject  slave. 
Such  his  race  became  to  Israel  (1  Kings 
9:20,  21).  Canaan  more  than  any  other 
of  Ham's  race  came  in  contact  with  and 
obstructed  Shem  and  Japheth  in  respect 
to  the  blessings  foretold  to  them  (ex- 
cepting the  Egyptians,  descendants  of 
another  son  of  Ham).  The  Hamite  races, 
originally  the  most  brilliant  and  enlight- 
ened (Egypt,  Babylon,  Canaan)  had  the 
greatest  tendency  to  degenerate,  because 
the  most  disinclined  to  true  religion,  the 
great  preserver  of  men'  (Fausset). 

"The  Critical  and  Explanatory  Corn* 
mentary  goes  even  further  and  says: 
'This  doom  has  been  fulfilled  in  the  de- 
struction of  the  Canaanites,  in  the 
degradation  of  Egypt,  and  in  the  slavery 
of  the  Africans,  the  descendants  of  Ham.' 

"Let  us  remember,  however,  that  all 
the  descendants  of  Ham  are  not  Negroes, 
as  in  the  case  of  the  early  Babylonians, 
the  Egyptians,  and  the  Abyssinians. 

"Two  quotations  from  secular  history 
are  at  least  of  interest,  in  this  connec- 
tion, both  taken  from  Fausset's  work,  al- 
ready referred  to  above.  One  is  from 
Procopius,  Belisarius'  secretary,  who 
'confirms  the  Scripture  account  of  the 
expulsion  of  the  Canaanites,  for  he  men- 
tions a  monument  of  Tigitina  (Tangiers) 
with  the  inscription,  "We  are  exiles  be- 
fore the  face  of  Joshua,  the  robber." ' 
(Tangiers  is  in  northern  Africa!) 

"The  other  quotation  is  from  Rabbi 
Samuel  ben  Nachman:  'Joshua  sent  three 
letters  to  the  Canaanites,  before  the  Is- 
raelites invaded  it,  proposing  three 
things:  Let  those  who  choose  to  fly,  fly,- 
let  those  who  choose  peace,  enter  into 
treaty,-  let  those  who  choose  war,  take 
up  arms.  In  consequence,  the  Girga- 
shites (descendants  of  Canaan),  fearing 
the  power  of  God,  fled  away  into  Africa; 
the  Gibsonites  entered  into  league,  and 
continued  inhabitants  of  Israel;  the  30 
kings  made  war  and  fell.' 

"Students  of  anthropology  and  eth- 
nology are  strangely  silent  on  the  origin 
of  the  Negro  race,  except  as  many  of 
them  try  to  make  all  mankind  fit  into 
the  unscriptural  theory  of  evolution.  And 
as  we  shall  see  in  answer  to  our  next 
(continued  on  page  fifteen) 
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THE  GOOD  FAIRY 

by  Betty  Jo  Rivers 

BLICE  sat  all  alone  on  the  steps. 
School  had  started  three  days  ago 
and  she  was  so  lonely.  Her  brother  and 
sister  were  in  school  and  she  had  to  stay 
behind.  It  would  be  another  year  be- 
fore she  would  be  old  enough  to  go  to 
school. 

"I  wish  I  had  someone  to  play  with," 
she  told  herself.  "I  don't  know  what  to 
do.    I  am  tired  of  playing  alone." 

She  sat  there  and  thought  and  thought. 
What  could  she  do  that  was  new  and 
fun?  She  remembered  the  bedtime  story 
that  her  mother  had  told  her  the  night 
before.  It  was  about  a  good  fairy  com- 
ing to  help  someone.  She  thought,  "Why 
can't  I  be  a  good  fairy?   I  will." 

Her  mother  was  gone  to  town  and 
Alice  was  all  alone.  She  ran  into  the 
the  house  and  up  the  stairs  to  her  par- 
ents' bedroom.  Mother  had  been  called 
to  town  this  morning  before  she  could 
get  the  house  straightened.  Alice 
straightened  the  covers  on  the  bed.  They 
were  a  little  rumpled,  especially  in  the 
middle  where  her  short  arms  would  not 
reach.  Then  she  climbed  on  a  chair 
with  a  dust  cloth  in  her  hand  and  began 
to  straighten  and  dust  her  mother's 
dressing  table. 

She  paused  for  a  moment  as  she  start- 
ed to  put  away  the  lipstick.  "Maybe 
Mother  won't  mind  if  I  put  on  just  a  lit- 
tle, and  maybe  a  little  powder  and  per- 
fume. I  do  so  love  to  pretend  to  be 
grown  up."  But  she  stopped  a  moment 
and  thought  that  it  would  not  do.  She 
was  being  a  good  fairy  and  trying  to  do 
things  that  would  make  her  mother  hap- 
py. It  would  make  her  very  unhappy  to 
come  home  and  find  that  Alice  had  got- 
ten into  her  makeup.  Resolutely,  Alice 
placed  the  lipstick  and  powder  into  the 


drawer  and  put  the  perfume  bottle  back 
in  its  place.  Then  she  dusted  and  ar- 
ranged the  other  things  and  got  down. 

She  took  the  dust  mop  and  ran  it  over 
the  floor  and  then  went  into  her  room. 

There  she  placed  all  of  her  toys  in  the 
toy  box  and  the  clothes  on  the  racks. 
Then  she  straightened  her  bed,  as  well 
as  she  could.  Finished  with  her  room, 
she  went  downstairs  to  the  kitchen.  The 
breakfast  dishes  were  stacked  in  the 
sink.  She  went  to  work.  Before  long 
she  was  up  to  her  elbows  in  suds.  Very 


careful  not  to  drop  any  of  them,  she 
washed  and  dried  them  all.  Soon  they 
were  neatly  stacked  in  their  places. 

It  was  about  this  time  that  Mother 
was  returning  from  town.  She  sighed 
as  she  thought  of  how  far  behind  she 
was  in  her  work  for  the  day.  Being 
called  to  come  uptown  was  going  to 
make  her  late  with  dinner.  The  beds 
were  to  be  made  and  the  dishes  were  to 
be  washed.  There  were  so  many  things 
to  do. 

She  walked  into  the  living  room  and 
called,  "Alice,  where  are  you,  dear?" 

"Out  in  the  backyard,  Mother.  I  am 
playing  house,"  answered  Alice. 

Mother  went  into  the  kitchen  to  put 


away  the  few  groceries  that  she  had' 
bought.  She  could  hardly  believe  her 
eyes.  There  were  no  dirty  dishes  in  the 
sink.  The  floor  had  been  swept.  She 
wondered  who  could  have  been  in  to 
help. 

"Alice,"  she  called,  "has  Grandmother 
been  here?" 

"No  Mama,  there  hasn't  been  anyone. 
At  least,  I  didn't  see  anyone." 

"I  wonder  who  could  have  done  this?" 
thought  Mother. 

She  decided  to  go  up  to  the  bedroom 
and  start  there,  since  the  work  in  the 
kitchen  was  all  done.  When  she  got  up- 
stairs she  was  so  surprised!  The  room 
was  also  straight.  But  when  Mother 
looked  at  the  bed  she  knew  who  had 
cleaned  up  for  her.  The  bed  was  the 
thing  that  gave  away  the  secret.  Only 
a  very  little  person  would  have  been 
able  to  smooth  everything  but  the  very 
center  of  the  bed. 

"I  wonder  what  kind  of  game  she  is 
playing  now,"  Mother  thought.  "What- 
ever it  is,  it  has  been  a  great  help  to 
me  today." 

Meanwhile,  Alice  was  outside  think- 
ing of  more  things  for  the  good  fairy  to 
do.  "I  know,  I  can  do  something  nice 
for  Mary.  She  is  so  sick  with  the 
measles  that  I  know  she  would  like  to 
have  something  new  to  play  with.  What 
do  I  have  that  I  can  let  the  good  fairy 
take  to  her?"  She  sat  down  and  thought. 

Then  she  remembered  the  paint  book 
that  Mother  had  bought  her  the  day  be- 
fore. "That's  it!  I  can  run  and  play 
outdoors,  but  Mary  has  to  stay  in  bed 
all  day.  She  would  enjoy  it  far  more 
than  I  would.  I'll  slip  over  there  and 
leave  it  on  her  doorstep." 

She  ran  inside  and  got  the  paint  book. 
Then  she  got  the  new  set  of  paints  and 
brush  that  she  had  been  saving  for  a 
rainy  day,  when  she  could  not  go  out- 
side, and  wrapped  them  up  in  a  piece  of 
wrapping  paper.  "I  shall  put  a  note  on 
them  and  say  from  the  good  fairy."  But 
then  she  thought,  "I  can't  write.  I'll 
have  to  ask  Mother  to  write  it  for  me. 
Then  she  will  know  that  I  am  the  good 
fairy.  No,  I  must  think  of  someway  to 
get  her  to  write  it  and  still  not  tell  her 
that  it  is  I." 

She  sat  on  her  bed  and  thought  for 
awhile.  Then  she  got  a  pencil  and  a 
piece  of  paper  and  went  into  the  kitchen 
where  her  Mother  was  working. 

"Mother,  will  you  write  the  name  of 
the  story  you  were  telling  me  about  last 
night?"  she  asked. 

(continued  on  page  fifteen) 
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THE  FREE  WILL  BAPTIST 


FREE  WILL  BAPTIST  CHILDREN'S  HOME 

"A  Christian  Home  for  Boys  and  Girls" 

?J       MIDDLESEX,  !N<  )RTH  (  VR<  >UNA  27557 

Phone  (919)  235-4079 


MR.  SAMMY  WEEKS,  Superintendent 


SPRING  CLOTHING 

It  is  almost  time  once  more  to  outfit 
our  children  in  spring  clothing  and  any 
financial  help  you  can  offer  will  be 
greatly  appreciated.  We  now  have  74 
children  ranging  in  age  from  3  to  18. 
With  children  growing  by  leaps  and 
bounds,  it  is  often  difficult  to  buy 
clothes  that  will  properly  fit;  therefore, 
we  ask  you  to  please  send  your  contri- 
butions to  the  Children's  Home,  earmark- 
ed for  the  clothing  fund.  This  would  be 
a  good  project  for  a  Sunday  school  class 
or  auxiliary  and  any  amount,  great  or 
small,  can  be  put  to  great  use. 


BIRTHDAY  LIST 

Following  is  an  up-to-date  birthday 
list  of  all  our  children  here  at  the  Home. 
We  published  one  back  in  October;  how- 
ever, since  that  time  there  have  been 
several  changes.  If  you  would  like  to 
send  our  children  a  card  wishing  them  a 
happy  birthday,  please  cut  out  the  list 
and  keep  it  for  future  reference.  Our 
children  are  always  happy  to  know  that 
someone  is  thinking  of  them. 


January 


Ronnie  Gay 
Donnie  Dement 
Bonnie  Dement 
Brenda  Jones 
Terry  Faircloth 
Sally  Alford 
Mitchell  Sasser 


February 


Ray  Dement 
Randy  Faircloth 
Andy  Anderson 
Donnie  Anderson 
Becky  Christian 
Vickie  Lee 
Jeff  Eason 


March 


Angie  Nichols 
Donald  Sasser 
Johnny  Gay 
Roy  Speight 


6,  1960 
14,  1965 
14,  1965 
14,  1960 
20,  1958 
22,  1960 
25,  1960 


1,  1960 
3,  1957 
7,  1970 
11,  1959 
22,  1961 
26,  1962 
26,  1964 

6,  1965 

11,  1964 

19,  1962 

26,  1964 


April 

Mary  Ann  Warren 
Betty  Jean  McLawhorn 
Bobby  Bottoms 
Margaret  Dement 
Cathy  Cone 
Ricky  Eason 


May 


Peggy  Dement 
Delma  Gay 
Tim  Pittman 
Debra  Cone 
Donna  Cone 
Claudius  Elmore 


July 


Sandra  Eason 
Jo  Ann  Anderson 
Janice  Jones 
Donald  Elmore 
Ronald  Elmore 
Judy  Warren 
Kenneth  Jones 


August 


Carol  Jones 
Kay  Hill 
Jackie  Speight 
Janice  Tebo 
Julia  Woodard 
Bud  Hill 
Lou  Davidson 
Cliff  Garris 


Mollie  Garris 
Jimmy  Speight 
Susan  Lee 
Donna  Lee 
Kim  Mills 
Tim  Mills 


Brenda  Garris 
Kevin  Lee 
Mitch  Joyner 
Gary  Hill 
Linda  Mills 
Julie  King 
Tony  Hill 

Tim  Elks 
Junior  Eason 


September 


October 


November 


6,  1959 
15,  1958 
15,  1960 

23,  1966 
28,  1961 
28,  1968 

1,  1958 

11,  1963 

15,  1960 

22,  1962 

22,  1962 

31,  1955 

3,  1966 

8,  1962 

9,  1960 
28,  1956 

28,  1956 

29,  1957 
31,  1966 

3,  1967 
5,  1957 
5,  1965 
5,  1956 

14,  1956 

24,  1958 
26,  1965 

29,  1958 

15,  1965 
17,  1962 
24,  1957 

30,  1959 
30,  1964 
30,  1964 


6,  1959 

17,  1958 

20,  1963 

26,  1959 

26,  1962 

28,  1959 

31,  1961 

12,  1959 

20,  1961 


Sandra  Anderson 

21,  1960 

Ricky  Faircloth 

24,  1955 

Lena  Davidson 

26,  1967 

Johnny  Nichols 

27,  1962 

December 

Johnny  Faircloth 

1,  1959 

Jimmy  Dement 

2,  1961 

Sammy  Mansour 

2,  1956 

Judy  Hill 

5,  1955 

Ellen  Davidson 

9,  1962 

Ray  Gay 

18,  1958 

Dennis  Anderson 

19,  1957 

Debra  Marlow 

22,  1960 

Debbie  Brantley 

26,  1966 

Steve  Nichols 

31,  1963 

ARE  YOU  RECEIVING 
YOUR  "BAPTIST"? 

Subscribers  to  "The  Free  Will  Baptist," 
are  you  receiving  your  "Baptist"  regu- 
larly? If  not  there  could  be  a  number 
of  reasons.  Listed  below  are  some 
reasons  why  you  may  not  be  getting 
your  paper: 

Not  the  Correct  Street  Address 
Not  the  Correct  Route  and  Box  Number 
Not  the  Correct  Post  Office  Box 
Not  the  Correct  Town  or  City  with  Zip 
Code 

Not  the  Correct  Name 

Please  check  this  list  and  see  if  any 
of  these  reasons  apply  to  you.  Also  if 
you  have  a  change  of  address  or  name, 
please  let  us  know  immediately  so  you 
will  not  miss  an  issue  of  "The  Free  Will 
Baptist."    Thank  you. 


FAMILY  FIRESIDE 

(continued  from  page  four) 

sign:  "Past  Redemption  Point."  Even 
while  one  feels  the  firm  soil  beneath  his 
feet,  a  shiver  of  horror  passes  through  one's 
soul  as  he  looks  off  upon  the  turbulent 
waters,  and  realizes  the  full  significance 
of  the  sign,  "Past  Redemption  Point."  None 
can  go  back  if  past  that  point.— Selected. 
Prayer  Thought 
The  Bible  is  our  signboard;  read  it  so 
that  we  may  not  go  past  the  point  of  re- 
demption. 

(Devotions  used  by  permission,  Knight's 
Master  Book  of  New  Illustrations,  Eerd- 
mans  Press.) 


Many  young  stage  and  screen  hope- 
fuls are  under  the  impression  that  to 
become  a  star  they  have  to  stay  out  late 
at  night. 


THE  FREE  WILL  BAPTIST 


13 


ST.  CLAIRE  BIBLE  CLAS$"} 
THE  SUNDAY  fC  Z^> 

SCHOOL  LESSOISt^T 


FOR  MARCH  3 


Power  for  Growth 

Lesson  Text:  Acts  2:1-4,  16,  17,  36-42 
Memory  Verse:  Acts  1:8 

I.  INTRODUCTION 

Our  lesson  for  today  is  the  first  of  a 
thirteen-lesson  study  of  the  Book  of  Acts. 
It  deals  with  the  Pentecostal  birth  of  the 
church  through  the  giving  of  the  Holy 
Ghost  and  gives  us  an  insight  into  the 
transformation  of  that  body  of  believers 
from  a  loose-knit  organization  into  a 
living  organism  with  the  power  to  per- 
form the  divine  purpose  in  its  ministry. 

In  addition  to  the  transformation  of 
the  body  as  a  whole,  we  will  also  be 
privileged  to  observe  the  transformation 
that  took  place  in  the  lives  of  individual 
believers  wherein  they  were  changed 
from  doubtful  and  fearful  followers  into 
bold  and  courageous  witnesses  to  the 
saving  grace  of  their  Lord. 

The  background  for  the  events  of  to- 
day is  an  upper  room  in  the  city  of  Jeru- 
salem where  the  Feast  of  Pentecost  was 
soon  to  be  observed. 

The  purpose  of  today's  lesson  is  to 
convince  believers  that  God  through  the 
indwelling  power  and  presence  of  His 
Spirit  makes  available  to  the  believer  the 
power  to  perform  His  mission.— The  Teen- 
Age  Teacher  (F.W.B.). 

II.  ADDITIONAL  TRUTHS 

A.  The  Holy  Spirit  did  not  come  upon 
the  disciples  on  the  Day  of  Pentecost  in 
answer  to  prayer,  but  according  to 
promise.  So  we  receive  the  Holy  Spirit 
when  we  are  saved  according  to  promise. 

B.  Others  have  received  the  Holy 
Spirit,  but  there  has  never  been  another 
time  in  the  history  of  the  church  when 
the  same  sights  and  sounds  were  mani- 
fest. It  seems  that  the  Day  of  Pentecost 
was  unique  in  this  respect. 

C.  Peter's  Pentecost  sermon  was 
scriptural,  simple,  and  soul  saving.  Are 
these  characteristics  that  ought  to  be  a 
part  of  every  sermon? 

D.  The  fellowship  of  the  Early  Church 
was  a  wonderful  thing.  When  the  church 
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loses  its  fellowship  it  is  a  sad  thing. 
When  one  member  drops  out  of  the  fel- 
lowship of  the  church  it  is  a  sad  thing. 

E.  After  the  Day  of  Pentecost,  those 
who  had  been  saved  "continued  stead- 
fastly." Would  it  not  be  a  wonderful 
thing  if  all  of  our  converts  did  the  same 
thing? 

-The  Bible  Teacher  (F.W.B.). 

III.  ADDITIONAL  TRUTHS 

A.  The  church  is  like  a  light  bulb.  It 
is  capable  of  fulfilling  its  purpose  only 
when  it  is  infused  with  power.  As  long 
as  the  power  is  kept  from  the  bulb  it 
remains  dark  and  useless.  But  when  it 
receives  power,  it  fulfills  its  purpose  by 
shining  or  giving  light. 

Jesus  is  the  light  of  the  world  (John 
8:12).  Christians  also  are  to  give  light 
to  the  world  (Matthew  5:14-16).  Christ 
sent  the  Holy  Spirit  to  dwell  in  Chris- 
tians (Acts  2:38).  Power  to  witness  and 
power  to  grow  thus  are  available  to 
every  Christian.  The  spirit  dwelling 
within  Christians  empowers  the  church 
to  radiate  the  love  and  mercy  of  God. 
It  is  the  Spirit's  presence  that  makes  an 
assembly  of  Christians  different  from 
other  gatherings.— Standard  Lesson  Com- 
mentary. 

B.  "The  time  was  a  happy  Sunday  af- 
ternoon in  July,  1960.  The  place  was 
AAaracana  Stadium,  Rio  de  Janeiro,  Brazil; 
the  occasion,  the  closing  session  of  the 
Baptist  World  Congress,  featuring  a  ser- 
mon by  the  famed  Billy  Graham.  Dis- 
persed throughout  the  crowd,  number- 
ing perhaps  200,000  people,  were  Bap- 
tists representing  107  nations  of  the 
world. 

"Most  of  the  people  in  the  audience 
were  Brazilians,  a  majority  of  whom 
knew  little  or  nothing  about  the  power 
of  Jesus  Christ  to  redeem  from  sin.  Hav- 
ing received  the  witness  of  believing 
friends  and  neighbors,  these  unsaved 
people  had  come  to  hear  Graham  preach 
the  gospel.  As  they  sat  quietly  listen- 
ing, they  felt  the  power  of  the  Holy 
Spirit,  and  thousands  of  them  responded 
by  turning  to  Jesus  Christ  as  Saviour  and 
Lord. 


"The  influence  of  this  hour  was  still 
being  felt  in  1965,  as  similar  services 
were  being  conducted  in  the  power  of 
the  Holy  Spirit  in  hundreds  of  cities 
throughout  Brazil,  all  with  noteworthy 
results. "— Broadman  Comments,  1967. 

C.  The  key  to  atomic  power  is  the 
chain  reaction.  The  splitting  of  one 
atom  releases  particles  that  in  turn  split 
other  atoms.  If  this  reaction  is  left  un- 
hampered, in  only  a  fraction  of  a  second 
it  can  produce  the  mighty  explosion  of 
the  atomic  bomb.  There  is  so  much 
power  in  the  atom  that  if  it  were  mis- 
used it  could  destroy  the  earth.  Yet  the 
atom  that  possesses  all  this  power  is  so 
small  that  it  cannot  be  seen  by  man. 

A  few  disciples,  gathered  in  Jerusalem 
after  Christ's  ascension,  waited  for  the 
power  that  He  promised  to  them.  On 
the  Day  of  Pentecost,  with  the  coming 
of  the  Holy  Spirit,  that  power  was  given 
to  men.  It  is  a  chain  reaction  power. 
Each  one  who  receives  it  can  witness  to 
others.  They  in  turn,  believing  and  obey- 
ing the  Lord,  can  receive  the  gift  of  the 
Holy  Spirit.  Then  all  of  these,  witness- 
ing to  others,  can  bring  them  to  receive 
this  power  from  on  high.  This  is  the 
way  the  gospel  message  is  to  spread 
over  all  the  earth.  Each  new  witness 
can  take  it  to  many  others.  The  Holy 
Spirit,  the  source  of  this  power,  cannot 
be  seen,  yet  we  know  He  is  there  by  the 
power  we  receive  from  Him. 

Yet  today,  that  message  still  has  not 
reached  all  people.  The  chain  reaction 
can  be  slow,  if  man  does  not  do  his  part. 
Have  you  obeyed  Christ  and  received  the 
gift  of  the  Holy  Spirit?  If  not,  you  have 
the  opportunity  to  become  part  of  His 
kingdom  at  once.  If  you  have,  then  you 
must  tell  the  gospel  to  others  and  help 
them  find  salvation  and  power.— Stand- 
ard Lesson  Commentary. 


NOTE  OF  THANKS 

The  Rev.  E.  C.  Morris,  Route  2,  Wal- 
stonburg,  North  Carolina,  wishes  to  ex- 
press his  thanks  and  appreciation  to 
everyone  who  sent  cards,  letters,  flow- 
ers, and  offered  a  prayer  in  his  behalf 
during  his  recent  illness  and  stay  in  the 
hospital.  Also  each  visit  and  every  act 
of  kindness  will  never  be  forgotten. 

Mrs.  Morris  reports  that  her  husband 
is  now  at  home  and  is  improving  slight- 
ly. She,  along  with  her  husband,  still 
requests  your  prayers  that  he  might  have 
a  speedy  recovery. 


Living  on  hope  is  a  slim  diet. 

THE  FREE  WILL  BAPTIST 


Questions  &  Answers 

(continued  from  page  eleven) 

H  question,  scientists  differ  as  to  the 
W  reason  for  their  being  black.  But  it  does 

■  (not  seem  a  difficult  thing  for  the  child 
•  ■  jof  God  to  take  God  at  His  Word,  and  be- 
)Jlieve  Him  for  what  He  says.  Is  it  at  all 
ii  (improbable  that  some  descendants  of 
tft  Canaan  migrated  to  Africa,  and  there  be- 
■came  the  forefathers  of  the  enslaved 
a!  Negro?  Surely  not!  Even  as  the  secu- 
cijiar  historian  and  the  Jewish  rabbi  said, 
isilsome  of  these  could  easily  have  fled  to 
■Africa,  'the  land  of  Ham'  (of  Psalms  78: 
J 51;  105:23).  Not  only  is  this  the  scrip- 
Itural  explanation  of  this  question;  to  us 
ml  jit  seems  also  the  most  plausible. 

i|  "Let  it  be  remembered  that  the  God 
llff  Shem  has  always  offered  salvation  to 

■  the  sons  of  Ham,  as  well  as  to  'all  the 

■  families  of  the  earth,'  through  Jesus 
r.  Christ  our  Lord. 

o     "And  let  it  ever  be  remembered  by 
'•  the  child  of  God  that  the  inspired  record 
5  of  'how'  and  'why'  the  nations  were  di- 
'  vided  in  the  earth  after  the  flood,  as 
found  in  the  tenth  and  eleventh  chapters 
of  Genesis,  is  one  of  the  most  valuable 
documents  in  all  literature.   It  has  been 
verified  by  archaeology,  ethnology,  and 
history.  What  more  does  any  man  need, 
let  alone  the  man  of  faith,  who  needs 
only  the  'Thus  saith  the  Lord'? 

"(Everyone  familiar  with  the  Genesis 
record  knows  that  the  sin  of  man  at  the 
tower  of  Babel  tells  us  'why'  the  nations 
were  divided,  why  the  earth  was  no  long- 
er 'of  one  language,  and  of  one  speech' 
(Genesis  11:1).  And  Genesis  10:32  sure- 
ly is  very  plain  as  to  'how'  the  nations 
were  scattered  over  the  face  of  the 
earth:  'These  are  the  families  of  the  sons 
of  Noah,  after  their  generations,  in  their 
nations,-  and  by  these  were  the  nations 
divided  in  the  earth  after  the  flood.')" 

Whatever  the  punishment  God  may 
have  brought  on  Canaan  and  Ham  for 
their  sin  in  the  way  of  allowing  them 
and  their  offspring  to  be  slaves  to  Noah's 
other  descendants  we  who  are  Christians 
are  to  have  no  part.  The  New  Testament 
plainly  teaches  us  to  do  unto  others  as 
we  would  that  they  should  do  to  us  even 
though  the  circumstances  between  us 
and  them  were  reversed.  And  surely  if 
we  were  black  and  in  the  minority  we 
would  not  wish  them  to  make  slaves  of 
us.  Paul,  under  inspiration  of  the  Holy 
Spirit,  wrote  instructions  for  us  and  was 
a  living  example,  with  few  exceptions, 
of  what  we  should  be  like  as  Christians. 
"I  am  debtor  both  to  the  Greeks,  and  to 
the  Barbarians;  both  to  the  wise,  and  to 


the  unwise.  So,  as  much  as  in  me  is,  I 
am  ready  to  preach  the  gospel  to  you 
that  are  at  Rome  also"  (Romans  1:14, 
15). 

Paul  was,  and  of  course  all  of  us  who 
are  Christians  are,  in  debt  to  Christ  who 
saved  us  to  preach  the  gospel  to  all  peo- 
ples of  all  colors  and  under  all  condi- 
tions. Instead  of  thinking  of  making 
slaves  of  them,  we  are  to  be  servants  of 
God  and  under  Christ  to  all  people  what- 
ever the  circumstances.  That  Christ  gave 
to  us  orders  to  go  into  all  the  world  and 
preach  to  every  creature  as  found  in  Acts 
1:8;  Matthew  28:18-20;  and  Mark  16: 
15,  16,  should  well  influence  us  to  be 
always  laying  down  our  lives  to  make 
brethren  of  all  who  are  not  saved. 


Boys'  and  Girls'  Stories 

(continued  from  page  twelve) 

Mother  smiled,  "Surely,  but  why  do 
you  want  it?" 

"I  can't  tell  you.  Please,  just  write 
it.   I  want  to  see  what  it  looks  like." 

"Just  a  moment,  dear."  Mother  fin- 
ished peeling  the  potato  and  wiped  her 
hands,  "Bring  me  the  paper  and  pen- 
cil," she  said. 

Mother  was  curious  and  wanted  to  see 
what  Alice  would  do  with  the  paper  so 
she  tiptoed  behind  her  and  watched  her 
put  it  on  the  package.    Then  she  went 


to  the  window  and  saw  Alice  place  the 
package  at  the  door  of  Mary's  house. 

Alice  rang  the  door  bell  and  then  hid 
behind  the  shrubbery  while  Mary's 
mother  came  to  the  door.  When  she  had 
gone  inside  again  Alice  hurried  home. 
My,  how  proud  her  mother  was  of  her! 
She  was  doing  good  things  for  others. 

The  next  morning  when  Alice  awoke, 
there  was  something  on  the  floor  beside 
her  bed.  She  got  out  of  bed  and  tore 
into  the  packages.  In  the  first  package 
there  was  a  new  paint  book  and  set  of 
paints.  In  the  large  box  there  was  the 
tea  set  that  she  had  been  wanting  so 
badly.  In  this  box  there  was  a  note.  She 
ran  to  her  mother.  "Mother!  Mother! 
what  does  this  note  say?  I  wish  I  could 
read.   Please  read  it  to  me." 

Mother  opened  the  note  and  read, 
"From  one  good  fairy  to  the  sweetest 
fairy  of  all." 


Walking  Revival! 

Newspapermen  went  down  from  Lon- 
don to  report  at  first  hand  the  mar- 
velous happenings  of  the  great  Welsh 
revival  at  the  turn  of  the  century.  On 
their  arrival  in  Wales  one  of  them  asked 
a  policeman  where  the  Welsh  revival 
was.  Drawing  himself  to  his  full  height 
he  laid  his  hand  over  his  heart  and 
proudly  proclaimed:  "Gentlemen,  the 
Welsh  revival  is  inside  this  uniform!" 
He  had  caught  the  holy  fire-Power. 


HIGH  SCHOOL  STUDENTS 

RESERVE  THIS  DATE 

SATURDAY,  FEBRUARY  23 

from 

9:00  a.m.  to  2:00  p.m. 
for 

HIGH  SCHOOL  DAY 

at 

MOUNT  OLIVE  COLLEGE 

Activities  include: 

*  Registration 

*  Campus  Tours 

*  Chats  with  the  Faculty 

*  Refreshments 

*  Entertainment  by  the  Mount  Olive  Singers 

*  Lunch  Courtesy  of  the  College 

BRING  YOUR  FAMILY  AND  FRIENDS  TO  MOUNT  OLIVE  COLLEGE 


THE  FREE  WILL  BAPTIST 


15 


LTPPARY 

DUKE  UNIVERSITY 
DURHAM,  N.  C. 


COM 


27703 


MISSION  RALLY 

SPONSORED  BY 

FREE  WILL  BAPTIST  FOREIGN  MISSION  BOARD 


Rev.  Israel  Gonzalez 
Missionary  to  Mexico 


Rev.  Harold  Jones 
Missionary  to  Philippines 


Rev.  J.  E.  Timmons 
Missionary  to  Mexico 


FEBRUARY  25,  Cape  Fear  Conference,  7:30  P.M.,  Powhatan  Church,  Clayton 
FEBRUARY  26,  Central  Conference,  7:30  P.M.,  Ayden  Church,  Ayden 
FEBRUARY  27,  Central  Conference,  7:30  P.M.,  Friendship  Church,  Farmville 
FEBRUARY  28,  Eastern  Conference,  Sandy  Plain  Church,  Beulaville 
MARCH  1,  Eastern  Conference,  7:30  P.M.,  Holly  Springs  Church,  Newport 
MARCH  2,  Western  Conference,  7:30  P.M.,  Selma  Church,  Selma 
MARCH  3,  Cape  Fear  Conference,  1 1  A.M.,  Faith  Church,  Four  Oaks 
MARCH  3,  Albemarle  Conference,  7:30  P.M.,  Hickory  Chapel  Church,  Ahoskie 
MARCH  4,  Cape  Fear  Conference,  7:30  P.M.,  Lee's  Chapel  Church,  Dunn 
MARCH  5,  Piedmont  Conference,  7  P.M.,  East  Rockingham  Church,  Rockingham 
MARCH  6,  Albemarle  Conference,  7:30  P.M.,  Free  Union  Church,  Pinetown 
MARCH  7,  Pee  Dee  Association,  7:30  P.M.,  White  Oak  Church,  Bladenboro 
MARCH  8,  Western  Conference,  7:30  P.M.,  First  Church,  Wilson 


BRING  A  SPECIAL  MISSION  OFFERING 
TO  BUILD  CHURCHES  IN  MEXICO 
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3tljrrr  arr  tttatttj  prrrwnnsttrs  to  tjapflttirfiB  --wrrlpiittB 
%  mast  important  bring  orntttng  imrsrlt  Arr  giro  Ut 
aarrrtnwt  tmtli  tip  rirttnrfel  Dtsritssuro  ? 


A  DISCUSSION  ON  SELF 

"Know  thyself,"  advised  the  Greek  philosopher,  Socrates.  Thus  projecting  the 
idea  that  when  one  really  knows  himself  he  is  more  aware  of  the  world  about  him, 
is  more  idealistically-inclined,  and  therefore  reaches  the  ultimate  plateau  of  happi- 
ness available  within  himself,  this  judicious  fellow  amassed  a  great  following. 
Socrates  was  no  fool;  and  though  he  lived  between  the  years  470-399  B.  C,  his  advice 
should  not  be  considered  outdated.  It  applies  just  as  much  to  persons  living  today 
as  it  did  to  the  ancient  Greeks.  Granted,  knowing  oneself  is  not  in  itself  Utopia, 
but  one  can  certainly  find  a  measure  of  satisfaction  in  being  aware  of  his  own 
thoughts,  feelings,  and  compulsions  or  motivations.  Of  course  self-examination  is 
difficult,  for  one  is  hardly  able  to  view  himself  as  objectively  as  he  views  another 
and  furthermore  is  likely  to  excuse  in  his  own  makeup  traits  which  he  abhors  in 
others. 

Personal  condemnation  or  "ego-killing"  was  not  Socrates'  intent  when  he  gave  his  ad- 
vice, but  we  would  venture  that  a  little  self-deflation  is  wanting  in  everyone;  and,  when 
one  truly  knows  himself  and  admits  all  there  is  about  himself-the  good  and  the  bad-he 
is  able  to  come  down  from  his  air  castle  and  become  more  involved  in  the  business  at 
hand:  making  a  significant  contribution  to  worthwhile  living. 

"Control  thyself,"  urged  Emperor  Marcus  Aurelius,  who  inherited  the  Roman 
throne  from  his  uncle  in  A.  D.  161.  Considered  one  of  the  kindest  of  Roman  em- 
perors, Marcus,  in  his  book,  MEDITATIONS,  expressed  the  philosophy  that  one  truly 
finds  happiness  in  cooperation  with  sound  reasoning.  He  encouraged  cultural  de- 
velopment of  oneself,  believing  that  such  would  promote  discipline  which  would 
make  living  more  beneficial  for  the  individual  as  well  as  for  his  contacts.  Again:  No 
fool  was  Marcus  Aurelius,-  and  again,  the  injunction  to  "control  thyself"  is  applicable 
to  contemporary  man.  How  else  is  there  to  be  an  ordering  of  conduct  unless  one 
practices  self-discipline?  One  should  be  temperate  in  thought,  speech,  and  action. 
Flaring  tempers  seldom  promote  goodwill;  and  though  self-control  is  sometimes  diffi- 
cult to  master,  the  advice  to  practice  it  is  sound. 

Though  noble  attempts  do  not  always  achieve  desired  results,  they  at  least  portray  a 
caring  person  or  one  predisposed  to  disciplined  living  and  who,  through  such  deportment, 
influences  others  to  join  the  ranks. 

"To  thine  ownself  be  true,"  said  William  Shakespeare,  the  literary  genius  who 
was  born  in  1564  in  Stratford-on-Avon,  England.  Although  there  have  been  numerous 
efforts  to  refute  the  authenticity  of  Shakespeare's  writings  and  to  prove  that  in  ac- 
tuality someone  other  than  himself  should  be  credited  with  his  great  works,  he  has 
not  yet  been  "dethroned";  and  it  is  this  writer's  opinion  that  those  who  struggle  to 
discredit  him  will  never  convince  the  masses  that  Shakespeare  was  not  a  literary 
giant.  "Be  true  to  thyself"— this  paraphrasing  is  a  favorable  exhortation,  enjoin- 
ing more  properly  a  command  to  be  genuine. 

The  original  quotation  from  the  tragedy,  HAMLET,  communicates  the  thought  that  if 
one  is  true  to  himself  .  .  .  it  must  follow,  as  the  night  the  day,  thou  canst  not  then  be 
false  to  any  man.  This  idea  requires  no  more  expounding;  the  message  is  clear;  and 
though  Shakespeare  s  life  ended  in  1616,  his  influence  still  prevails. 

"Deny  thyself,"  said  Jesus  Christ,  the  master  Teacher.  "Think  of  someone  other 
than  yourself"  was  the  intended  lesson.  This  particular  counsel  comes  from  the 
Holy  Word,  Matthew  16:24,  ".  .  .  If  any  man  will  come  after  me,  let  him  deny  him- 
self, and  take  up  his  cross,  and  follow  me."  If  any  man  is  to  serve  his  Lord  effec- 
tively and  acceptably,  then  he  must  deny  himself;  that  is,  he  must  restrain  himself 
from  gratification  of  personal  desires.  Herein  lies  true  happiness.  However  hard  it 
be  to  accept  the  fact,  one  cannot  serve  his  Maker  well  until  he  arrives  at  the  con- 
clusion that  self  is  unimportant  insofar  as  preferential  "treatment"  is  concerned. 
One  should  possess  little  of  self  and  much  of  God;  then  selfishness  cannot  take  pre- 
eminence. 

Jesus  Christ,  of  course,  still  lives  spiritually  and  in  the  hearts  of  those  who  love  Him. 
Too,  His  words  still  live,  as  their  message  steers  the  lives  of  Christian  men  and  women 
everywhere. 

"Know  thyself,"  "Control  thyself,"  "To  thine  ownself  be  true,"  and  then  thou 
canst  not  help  but  "Deny  thyself."  This  is  the  conclusion  your  editor  has  reached. 
How  sayest  thou? 
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BOD 

COMFORTS- 

[FIRST  heard  the  word  from  my  grand- 
mother.   "Tommy  wants  you  to 
jvrite  a  feature  for  the  paper."  Now, 
In  our  family,  "Tommy"  always  means 
ipur  long-time  friend,  Tommy  Manning, 
land  "paper"  used  in  connection  with  his 
imame  can  only  mean  the  magazine  he 
f  (edits  at  the  Free  Will  Baptist  Press 
(foundation,  The  Free  Will  Baptist.  A  day 
or  so  later  Tommy  himself  called  with 
the  same  word.    If  you  know  Tommy 
J  (and  readers  of  the  Baptist  do  indeed  see 
his  heart  and  soul  in  his  weekly  edi- 
torials), you  know  that  he  can  be  very 
persuasive.   So  when  he  was  "certain" 
i  that  I  could  produce  a  message  appro- 
priate for  the  Baptist,  I  thanked  him  for 
his  confidence  and  hung  up  the  phone, 
wondering. 

A  week  later,  I  was  still  pondering  our 
conversation.  I  am  not  a  preacher,  and 
inspirational  essays  do  not  come  crowd- 
ing into  my  mind  as  a  matter  of  course. 
So  I  did  what  seemed  most  appropriate: 
I  began  a  search  for  an  apt  quotation 
that  would  so  arouse  my  emotions  that 
I  could  expound  upon  it  with  enthusiasm. 
I  wanted  a  word  with  which  I  could  per- 
sonally identify,  one  that  would  hit  me 
at  the  "depth  of  my  being,"  so  to  speak. 
I  found  that  word  in  the  following:  "God 
often  comforts  us,  not  by  changing  the 
circumstances  of  our  lives,  but  by  chang- 
ing our  attitude  towards  them."  The 
quotation  is  from  S.  H.  B.  Masterman. 
".  .  .  By  changing  our  attitude  .  .  ."—of 
course,  how  true,  how  simple,  and  yet 
how  difficult. 

Think  back.  Have  not  you  seen  this 
healing  force  at  work  in  your  own  day- 
to-day  life?  Time  goes  by  slowly,  but 
as  the  days  and  months  go  their  way, 
does  not  sorrow  ease,  pain  lessen,  and 
the  joy  of  living  return  to  your  soul— a 
soul  perhaps  only  too  weary  of  sorrow 
and  pain? 

Listen  quietly.  Catch  the  rhythm  of 
the  life  that  you  are  living,  the  one  that 


Miss  Hales  holds  a  master's  de- 
gree in  English  from  Duke  University 
and  was  an  editorial  assistant  at  the 
Press  during  1972-73. 


God  sees— with  motives  and  thoughts 
laid  bare  as  well  as  actions.  That  per- 
sonal picture  of  your  life  is  being  creat- 
ed anew  as  you  awaken  each  morning. 
As  morning  follows  morning,  the  inner 
self  changes  in  response  to  the  sorrow, 
the  pain,  and,  yes,  the  joy,  so  that  the 
attitude  is  transformed.  Transformed, 
that  is,  if  we  let  God's  way  into  our 
lives. 

How  is  this  so?  I  believe  (with  most 
men  of  religion  and  many  of  science  as 
well)  that  Nature  is  inherently  construc- 
tive. The  brokenness  we  see  all  around 


Celia  Hales 
Zebulon,  North  Carolina 


us  is  slowly  but  surely  rechanneled  into 
other  patterns,  other  expressions  of 
God's  creative  excellence.  Only  when 
man  thwarts  this  natural  propensity  to- 
wards re-creation  is  there  a  blockage  in 
the  normal  pattern  of  events.  Only 
when  man's  stubbornness,  or  bitterness, 
or  resentment,  or  a  thousand  other  emo- 
tions of  ill  will  reign  supreme  does  God's 
plan  break  down.  Only  then  does  the 
attitude  remain  fused  in  the  nonproduc- 
tive channels  of  the  past,  fused  in  a 
mire  so  deep  that  God  himself  seems  not 
to  comfort. 

"God  often  comforts  us,  not  by  chang- 
ing the  circumstances  of  our  lives,  but 
by  changing  our  attitude  towards  them." 
Let  us  return  to  Masterman's  statement, 


and  view  it  from  another  angle.  Take 
that  second  phrase,  ".  .  .  not  by  chang- 
ing the  circumstances  of  our  lives,  .  .  ." 
Why  the  "not"?  What  manner  of  trouble 
we  get  ourselves  into  when  we  start 
questioning  of  this  kind!  The  little 
mind  we  possess  soon  runs  on  to  re- 
proaches of  God,  to  "if"  clauses  that 
run  something  like  "If  God  really  loved 
me,  He  wouldn't  let  so-and-so  happen  to 
me."  If  we  eventually  reach  the  truth 
that  God  does  love,  but  that  also  He  has 
"let  so-and-so  happen,"  then  we  have 
arrived  at  a  place  where  the  "not"  men- 
tioned above  can  make  some  sense.  The 
answer— or  rather,  one  answer,  the  one 
I  am  suggesting— is  really  so  simple.  But 
so  hard  to  accept.  The  circumstances  of 
our  lives  are  the  way  they  are  because 
it  is  precisely  these  circumstances  that 
can  teach  a  soul  the  lessons  that  he  or 
she  most  needs  to  learn.  Shakespeare 
recognized  and  adhered  to  this  philoso- 
phy when  he  declared,  "There's  a  Di- 
vinity that  shapes  our  ends,  roughhew 
them  how  we  may."  Shakespeare's  "Di- 
vinity," to  the  Christian,  is  God  himself, 
always  guiding,  always  protecting,  al- 
ways there. 

Consequently,  if  we  find  ourselves  in 
difficult  straits,  perhaps  the  first  and 
best  thing  that  we  can  do  is  to  ask  the 
simple  question,  "What  could  God  pos- 
sibly teach  me  from  this  experience?" 
The  immediate  answer  may  be  far  from 
the  truth,  but  it  will  be  a  start.  As  the 
experience  unfolds,  more  insight  will  be 
possible,  and  a  fuller  and  more  accurate 
ascertainment  may  be  made. 

Secondly,  if  the  experience  "just  won't 
go  away,"  be  content  to  wait  awhile— 
perhaps  even  a  very  long  while.  Allow 
the  healing  power  of  prayer,  the  thought- 
ful words  of  family  and  friends,  your 
minister,  the  comforting  words  of  books, 
to  transform  gradually  your  response  to 
the  difficult  and  perhaps  even  traumatic 
experience  you  are  undergoing.  Let  Time 
take  its  course.  Clear  the  mind  of  nega- 
tive thinking,-  set  your  thoughts  on 
(continued  on  page  fifteen) 
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SUNDAY,  MARCH  3 
Scripture  Reading-Ecclesiastes  10:18 
"The  Hole  in  the  Fence" 

A  story  is  told  of  a  father  who  took  his 
boy  on  his  knee  and  told  him  the  story  of 
the  lost  sheep;  how  it  found  a  hole  in  the 
fence  and  crawled  through;  how  glad  it 
was  to  get  away;  how  it  skipped  and  play- 
ed in  the  sunshine  until  it  wandered  so  far 
that  it  could  not  find  its  way  back  home. 
And  then  he  told  him  of  the  wolf  that 
chased  the  sheep,  and  how,  finally,  the 
good  shepherd  came  and  rescued  it  and 
carried  it  back  to  the  fold. 

The  little  boy  was  greatly  interested  and 
when  the  story  was  over,  he  surprised  his 
father  by  asking,  "Did  they  nail  up  the 
hole  in  the  fence?" 

How  often  we  overlook  the  "hole  in  the 
fence!"—  The  Circuit  Rider. 

Prayer  Thought 

How  many  of  us  have  failed  to  mend  the 
holes  in  our  fences?  Perhaps  we  should 
stop  delaying  that  call  to  the  Carpenter  and 
seek  help  before  it  is  too  late. 

MONDAY,  MARCH  4 
Scripture  Reading- John  17:17 
Listening  to  the  Voice  from  Above 
At  the  corner  of  two  busy  thoroughfares, 
where  the  traffic  was  noisiest,  the  writer 
watched  a  man  who  was  working  quietly  at 
the  foot  of  a  telephone  pole.    He  seemed 
to  know  by  instinct  what  was  wanted  by 
his  mate,  who  was  at  work  away  up  at  the 
top  of  the  pole;  first  one  tool,  then  an- 
other, or  a  bit  of  wire  would  be  sent  up, 
and  the  two  were  working  together  in  such 
harmony  that  I  looked  more  carefully,  and 
saw  that  the  man  on  the  sidewalk  had 
clamped  on  his  head  what  looked  like  a 
small  telephone  apparatus;  one  ear  could 
hear  the  sounds  around  him,  but  the  other 
was  deaf  to  them,  and  was  listening  all  the 
time  to  the  voice  from  above.    Being  in 
constant  communication  they  could  work 
together  in  wonderful  unity;  and  then  I 
realized  anew  the  need  for  us  as  Christians 
to  be  ever  listening  for  the  voice  from 
above.— Homera  Hodgson. 

Prayer  Thought 
Have  we  blocked  out  the  noise  of  every- 
day living  enough  to  communicate  with 
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■j  Cod?  God  deserves  oiir  undivided  atten- 
I     tion  and  we  shall  be  the  benefactors. 

j  TUESDAY,  MARCH  5 

Scripture  Reading-Genesis  18:19 

j       "Daddy,  I'm  A-comin'  in  Your  Steps!" 

i  In  the  other  years,  in  the  city  of  Chicago, 
it  was  the  custom  of  a  father,  en  route  to 
his  work  in  the  morning,  to  go  by  the 
saloon  for  a  drink.    One  morning,  as  he 

I  was  tracking  his  way  over  the  newly-fallen 
snow,  he  heard  the  piping  voice  of  his  lit- 
tle boy  exclaiming,  "Daddy,  I'm  a-comin' 
in  your  steps;  Daddy,  I'm  a-comin'  in  your 
steps!  Looking  around,  he  saw  his  little 
boy  striding  in  his  footsteps  which  he  had 
just  made  and  which  led  in  the  direction 
of  the  saloon.  The  father  cried  out,  "Oh, 
God,  if  my  boy  is  coming  in  my  steps,  by 
thy  help,  I'll  track  them  in  another  direc- 
tion!"-W.B.K. 

Prayer  Thought 
We  are  never  able  to  emphasize  enough 
the  effect  of  our  example  upon  the  youth 
of  our  families  and  our  nation.  May  we  be 
ever  mindful  of  our  words  and  actions. 

WEDNESDAY,  MARCH  6 
Scripture  Reading-Matthew  28:20 
Not  Changed  by  the  Wind 
C.  H.  Spurgeon  was  talking  to  a  farmer 
who  had  on  his  barn  a  weather  vane  on  the 
arrow  of  which  was  inscribed,  "God  is 
love."    He  said  to  the  farmer:  "What  do 
you  mean  by  that?    Do  you  think  God's 
love  is  changeable-that  it  veers  about  as 
the  arrow  turns  in  the  wind?"    The  farmer 
answered,  "Oh,  no!  I  mean  that  whichever 
way  the  wind  blows,  God  is  still  love."- 
Christian  Digest. 

Prayer  Thought 
God's  love  is  steadfast  and  everlasting. 
All  that  is  required  of  us  is  that  we  truly 
repent  of  our  sins,  love  God,  and  place  our 
faith  in  Him. 

THURSDAY,  MARCH  7 

Scripture  Reading-Philippians  4:19 
A  Surprising  Wish 

A  man  once  parked  his  car  on  a  street. 
Up  came  a  boy  and  looked  it  over.  His 
eyes  were  wide  with  admiration  of  the 
beautiful  car. 

"Where  did  you  get  this  car?"  he  asked. 

"My  brother  gave  it  to  me,"  replied  the 
man. 

"My,  I  wish  .  .  ."  The  man  knew  the 
boy  was  wishing  that  he  had  a  new  car  like 
that. 

But  the  lad  went  on  and  finished  the  sen- 
tence surprisingly:  "I  wish  I  could  be  a 
brother  like  your  brother  was.  I  have  a 
crippled  brother  who  cannot  get  out.  I 
would  buy  him  a  car  like  this."-77ie  Teach- 
er. 

Prayer  Thought 
Generous,  unselfish  thoughts  are  becom- 
ing extinct  in  our  world  today,  filled  with 
its  shortages  and  rumors  of  doom.  Pray  for 
one  another  that  we  survive  temptations 
with,  and  in,  God's  grace. 


FRIDAY,  MARCH  8 
Scripture  Reading-Proverbs  28:20 
Thought  for  the  Day 
"I  learn  as  the  years  roll  onward, 
And  leave  the  past  behind, 
That  much  I  had  counted  sorrow 
But  proves  that  my  Lord  was  kind. 
That  many  a  flower  I  longed  for 
Had  a  hidden  thorn  of  pain, 
And  many  a  rugged  by-path 
Led  to  fields  of  golden  grain." 

— O.  T.  Deever. 
Prayer  Thought 
Many  happenings  through  life  we  cat 
not  understand,  but  keep  in  mind  that  Go 
has  our  best  interests  at  heart  and  He  ttri 
not  overburden  us. 

SATURDAY,  MARCH  9 
Scripture  Reading-Psalm  34:13 
"Standing  on  the  Inside!" 
A  mother  repeatedly  told  her  little  bo; 
to  sit  down.    The  boy  continued  to  standi 
disobeying  his  mother.    Finally,  the  mothe, 
went  to  him,  and  plopped  him  down  in  i| 
chair.    Fuming,  the  boy  said,  "I  may  bi, 
sitting  down  on  the  OUTSIDE,  but  I  an 
standing  on  the  INSIDE!"    How  displeas 
ing  to  God  is  mere  outward  obedience 
mere  outward  conformity  to  His  command 
ments!"-W.B.K. 

Prayer  Thought 
Failure  to  realize  that  God  is  all-know- 
ing may  cause  many  to  fall  by  the  way- 
side and  be  responsible  for  loss  of  everlast< 
ing  life  in  God's  heavenly  mansion. 

(Devotions  used  by  permission,  Knighf* 
Master  Book  of  New  Illustrations,  Eerd-i 
mans  Press.) 


The  Time  to  Decide 

A  student  came  to  a  Scottish  profes- 
sor, asking  him  how  long  he  might  safe- 
ly put  off  decision  for  Christ.  "Until  the: 
day  before  your  death,"  was  the  strange: 
reply.  "But  I  cannot  tell  when  I  shall! 
die,"  said  the  youth.  "True,"  replied! 
the  professor,  "then  decide  now."-; 
Quiver. 


BOOKSTORE 
HOURS 

***** 

*  The  Ayden  Bible  and  Bookstore, 

*  located  at  the  Free  Will  Baptist 

*  Press  Foundation,  Inc.,  81 1  North 

*  Lee  Street,  Ayden,  North  Caro- 

*  lina,    observes   the  following 

*  hours: 

*  Monday-Friday-8  a.m.  to  5  p.m. 

*  Saturday-9  a.m.  to  5  p.m. 
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by  the  Rev.  R.  P.  Harris 


Scriptural  Basis:  "Let  us  hear  the  con- 
clusion of  the  whole  matter  (the  realm 
lof  human  concern):  Fear  God,  and  keep 
the  commandments:  for  this  is  the  whole 
'duty  of  man"  (Ecclesiastes  12:13). 

Man's  Duty  to  Hear  the 
Word  of  God 

Every  man  is  duty-bound  to  hear  the 
iWord  of  God.  The  reason  for  this  is  ob- 
vious: the  Word  of  God  testifies  about 
I  Christ.  In  John  5:39  Jesus  said,  "Search 
the  scriptures;  .  .  .  they  which  testify  of 
<  me."  The  whole  idea,  in  every  sense  of 
"  the  word,  concerns  itself  with  the  God 
!  and  man  relationship.    No  one  can  be 
saved  without  Christ  and  no  one  can  be 
;  lost  if  Christ  is  his  Saviour.   The  entire 
existence  of  man  is  to  compliment  and 
honor  Christ.   Man  has  no  other  reason 
I  for  existence. 

The  Word  of  God  declares  that  Jesus 
is  the  Christ  of  God;  that  Jesus  is  the 
Way,  the  Truth,  and  the  Life.  The  Way 
of  Christ  means  that  we  must  alter  our 
sense  of  direction.  Man  is  born  sinful 
and  depraved.  He  has  no  hope  apart 
from  Christ.  Since  Satan  is  in  the  world 
to  destroy,  he  is  determined  to  imple- 
ment devices  designed  to  destroy  man's 
chances  of  salvation.  The  way  out  of 
sin  and  its  consequences  then  is  the 
whole  truth  concerning  Christ  and  man's 
salvation. 

Jesus  Christ  is  the  Truth  incarnate. 
There  can  be  no  truth  without  Christ.  If 
there  could  be  it  would  be  of  no  conse- 
quence because  nothing  else  matters  in 
the  final  analysis.  The  Truth  of  which  I 
speak  concerns  itself  with  the  conduct 
of  man.  Man  must  concern  himself  with 
interests  pertaining  to  the  favor  of 
Christ.   He  must  clean  up  his  language, 


correct  his  sense  of  direction,  and  be- 
come an  instrument  of  righteousness. 
Righteous  people  do  righteous  things. 
There  is  nothing  righteous  about  ugly, 
unhealthy  habits:  the  use  of  tobacco, 
drugs  (in  a  wrong  way),  liquor  (alcoholic 
beverages),  cursing  or  intemperate  in- 
dulgences. 

There  is  the  question  of  Life  and 
death.  Death  (physically)  means  the 
separation  of  body  and  spirit.  Spiritual 
death  is  the  separation  of  spirit  and  God. 
Death  does  not  annihilate  as  some  mod- 
ernists claim.  Man's  existence  is  etern- 
al: he  must  exist  somewhere,  in  heaven 
or  hell,  forever  because  he  is  eternal. 
God  has  provided  two  places:  one  is 
heaven  the  other  is  hell.  Existence  in 
hell  is  eternal  for  the  unsaved  and  exist- 
ence in  heaven  is  eternal  for  the  saved. 
The  difference  in  the  two  places  is  in 
Jesus  Christ  for  He  alone  has  the  power 
to  place  you  where  you  belong.  No  one, 
having  accepted  Christ  as  his  Saviour 
and  Lord,  and  being  faithful  to  the  end 
can  go  to  hell  when  he  dies.  And  no 
one  having  come  to  his  physical  death 
without  receiving  Christ  in  his  heart  and 
believing  on  Him  can  go  to  heaven.  It's 
just  that  simple. 

God,  through  His  Son,  is  now  calling, 
".  .  .  whosoever  will,  let  him  take  of  the 
water  of  life  freely"  (Revelation  22:17). 
It  is  free,  but  you  must  be  willing  to 
meet  the  requirements.  God  does  not 
force  Himself  upon  any  one,  but  He  is 
calling  out  a  people  for  His  own  posses- 
sion. The  requirements  are  plainly 
stated  in  the  Bible  and  they  cannot  and 
will  not  be  altered.  There  will  be  no 
exceptions.  All  will  be  saved  the  same 
way:  black,  yellow,  white,-  Protestants, 
Catholics,  Jews  from  all  nations,  all 
tribes,  or  beliefs  will  be  saved  the  same 
way. 


NOTICE 

In  regard  to  the  State  League  Con- 
vention Sword  Drill:  There  will  be  two 
divisions  in  the  sword  drill;  namely,  the 
Junior  and  Intermediate— with  one  win- 
ner in  each  division.  Also,  only  one  per- 
son will  be  allowed  to  compete  in  each 
division  from  each  church.  That  is  to 
say  that  each  participating  church  may 
enter  two  persons  in  competition,  one 
in  the  Junior  division  and  one  in  the 
Intermediate  division.  Your  cooperation 
in  this  matter  will  be  appreciated. 


Churches  and  Ministers 
Available 

(Note:  This  column  is  provided,  when 
needed,  for  any  church  that  is  seeking  a 
pastor  and  for  any  minister  who  is  seeking 
a  church  to  serve  and  would  like  to  give 
such  notice.  Please  send  the  necessary  in- 
formation to  the  editor  of  "The  Free  Will 
Baptist."  Each  notice  will  run  for  two  is- 
sues only.) 


The  First  Free  Will  Baptist  Church  of 
Roanoke  Rapids,  North  Carolina,  is  in 
need  of  a  pastor.  Any  minister  inter- 
ested in  serving  the  needs  of  this  church 
is  asked  to  contact  Mr.  Otto  Wright, 
222  Hamilton  Street,  Roanoke  Rapids, 
North  Carolina  27870;  telephone  537- 
6897. 

Mr.  Alton  Howard,  a  licensed  minister 
and  a  member  of  the  Eastwood  Free  Will 
Baptist  Church,  Fayetteville,  North  Caro- 
lina, announces  that  he  is  available  for 
supply  work.  Mr.  Howard's  pastor,  the 
Rev.  Taylor  Hill,  recommends  him  very 
highly.  Mr.  Howard  may  be  contacted 
at  P.  0.  Box  4125,  Fayetteville,  North 
Carolina  28306;  phone  483-3475;  or  his 
pastor,  1207  Arsenal  Avenue,  Fayette- 
ville, North  Carolina  28305;  phone  485- 
3980. 


Said  a  rich  man  regretfully: 
"I  am  not  really  to  be  envied.  How 
can  my  wealth  help  me?  I  am  60  years 
old,  and  I  cannot  digest.  I  would  give 
you  all  my  millions  if  you  could  give  me 
your  youth  and  health.  I'd  gladly  sell 
all  to  have  half  my  life  over  again!"— 
T.  P.  O'Connor. 


Church  Officers' 
Conference  to  Be 
Held  at  College 

A  church  officers'  conference  will 
be  held  Saturday,  March  23,  9:30 
a.m.-3  p.m.,  in  the  Henderson  Build- 
ing at  Mount  Olive  College.  This  con- 
ference will  benefit  officers  of  church- 
es toward  a  better  execution  of  their 
duties.  Instructional,  informational, 
and  inspirational  books  for  deacons, 
Sunday  school  superintendents,  clerks, 
treasurers,  choir  directors,  and  other 
church  officers  are  available  at  the 
Press.  See  ad  elsewhere  in  this  issue. 
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Watery  Branch  Church 
Announces  Revival 


The  Watery  Branch  Free  Will  Baptist 
Church,  Route  2,  Stantonsburg,  North 
Carolina,  announces  revival  services  for 
the  week  of  March  4-9.  Services  will  be- 
gin each  evening  at  7:45  with  the  Rev. 
Robert  May  of  Ahoskie,  North  Carolina, 
as  the  guest  evangelist.  He  will  be  as- 
sisted in  the  services  by  the  pastor,  the 
Rev.  Swade  Benson.  Along  with  good 
preaching,  there  will  be  special  music 
each  evening. 

The  pastor  and  the  church  member- 
ship invite  everyone  who  possibly  can 
to  attend  and  to  be  much  in  prayer  for 
the  success  of  the  meeting. 

Mrs.  Toler  Celebrates 
Ninetieth  Birthday 

Mrs.  Duffy  Toler,  widow  of  the  late 
Rev.  Duffy  Toler,  a  Free  Will  Baptist  min- 
ister, celebrated  her  ninetieth  birthday 
Sunday,  February  10,  1974,  with  a  fam- 
ily dinner  at  the  home  of  a  granddaugh- 
ter, Mr.  and  Mrs.  Ray  Arnold,  south  of 
Chocowinity,  North  Carolina. 

A  traditional  Sunday  dinner  of  south- 
ern fried  chicken  was  served  buffet  style. 
Guests  were  seated  in  the  dining  and  ad- 
joining family  room  area.  On  the  din- 
ing room  table,  where  the  honor  guest 
was  seated,  was  a  striking  arrangement 


of  red  carnations,  later  given  Mrs. 
Toler  to  enjoy  at  home. 

At  the  conclusion  of  dinner,  all  rela- 
tives gathered  in  the  dining  room  to 
sing  "Happy  Birthday"  while  Mrs.  Toler 
blew  out  the  candles  with  a  birthday 
wish.  Mrs.  Charles  L.  Toler  Jr.  had 
created  the  beautiful  tiered  cake,  deco- 
rated with  red  and  white,  using  tiny 
roses  and  Valentine  hearts  in  design. 
Homemade  ice  cream  was  served  with 
the  cake  for  dessert. 

After  dessert  the  family  went  into  the 
living  room  for  the  usual  gift  time.  Gifts 
were  opened  and  displayed,  with  several 
original  pieces  of  art  work  created  by 
her  grandchildren. 


Pictures  were  made  and  there  was 
plenty  of  conversation: 


Mrs.  Toler  is  the  former  Mary  Ann 
(Mamie)  Edwards  of  the  Edward  com- 
munity of  Beaufort  County,  North  Caro- 
lina. She  was  born  February  8,  1884, 
daughter  of  the  late  Uriah  and  Martha 
Ann  Cox  Edwards. 

The  Rev.  Mr.  Toler  was  a  pioneer  Free 
Will  Baptist  minister,  serving  numerous 
churches  in  Beaufort,  Craven,  and  Pitt 
Counties  for  approximately  50  years.  He 
passed  away  September  6,  1955,  and 
near  this  date  Mrs.  Toler  moved  to 
Greenville  to  the  home  of  her  daughter, 
Mrs.  E.  L.  Briley,  131  N.  Eastern  Street. 
In  Greenville  she  is  a  member  of  the  First 
Free  Will  Baptist  Church,  the  Rev.  Charles 


Crisp,  minister,  and  attends  church  regu- 
larly. 

At  the  present  time  Mrs.  Toler's  fam- 
ily includes  two  daughters,  nine  grand- 
children, and  fifteen  great-grandchildren, 
with  seventeen  members  of  the  family 
attending  the  family  birthday  dinner. 

Watery  Branch  Church  Holds 
Dedication  Service 

On  Sunday,  February  10,  a  dedication 
service  was  held  at  Watery  Branch  Free 
Will  Baptist  Church,  Route  2,  Stantons-  ' 
burg,  North  Carolina,  dedicating  to  the  ' 
Lord   two   air-conditioning   units,   the  \ 
painting  of  the  church  walls,  and  the 
purchase  of  a  new  curtain.    All  these  | 
were  purchased  and  paid  for  during  1 
1973. 

The  pastor,  the  Rev.  Swade  Benson,  ' 
asked  the  church  deacons  and  board  of 
trustees  to  take  seats  at  the  front  of 
the  church  while  he  delivered  the  mes- 
sage  of  dedication.  His  message  con- 
cerned each  member  dedicating  his  life 
and  talents  to  God  just  as  they  were 
dedicating  the  material  things  of  the 
church.  The  service  ended  with  the 
deacons,  trustees,  and  members  kneel- 
ing around  the  altar  as  the  pastor  of-  1 
fered  the  closing  prayer. 

Revival  Services  Scheduled 
At  Reedy  Branch  Church 

Revival  services  will  begin  at  the 
Reedy  Branch  Free  Will  Baptist  Church, 
Route  1,  Winterville,  North  Carolina,  on 
Monday  night,  March  4,  and  will  con- 
tinue through  Friday  night,  March  8. 
Services  will  begin  each  evening  at  7:30. 

Guest  evangelist  will  be  the  Rev.  C. 
L.  Patrick,  pastor  of  the  Free  Union  Free 
Will  Baptist  Church  near  Walstonburg, 
(continued  on  page  fifteen) 


Coming  Events  . . . 

March  9— North  Carolina  State  League 
Convention,  First  Free  Will  Baptist 
Church,  Durham,  North  Carolina 

March  23— Central  Conference  District 
Youth  Convention,  Gum  Swamp  Free 
Will  Baptist  Church,  Be  I  voir,  Pitt 
County,  North  Carolina 

April  5-7-Free  Will  Baptist  Camp-Out, 
Eagle's  Nest  Conference  Center,  Mount 
Olive  College,  Mount  Olive,  North  Caro- 
lina 

April  20— North  Carolina  State  Sunday 
School  Convention,  Mount  Olive  Col- 
lege, Mount  Olive,  North  Carolina,-  Reg- 
istration, 9  A.  M. 
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BIBLE  WOMEN 

by  Mrs.  Royce  Matthews 


Above  are  the  answers  to  last  week's  puzzle,  "Bible  Women."  Each  woman's 
name  is  circled.  Your  answers  may  read  vertical,  horizontal,  or  diagonal,  and  may 
be  spelled  forward  or  backward.  Were  you  able  to  find  all  of  them?  Some  of  the 
names  are  located  in  more  than  one  place,  did  you  discover  this?  Also  did  you  dis- 
cover the  error  in  the  spelling  of  "Miriam"?  In  the  puzzle  it  is  spelled  "Miriam."  We 
are  sorry  about  the  mistake  and  promise  to  do  better  next  time. 


entral  Conference 
Youth  Convention 

The  YFAs  and  AFCs  are  looking  for- 
iward  to  the  next  meeting  of  the  Central 
|Conference  District  Youth  Convention  to 
Ibe  held  on  Saturday,  March  23,  begin- 
ning at  10  a.m.,  with  the  Gum  Swamp 
'Free  Will  Baptist  Church,  Belvoir  (near 
|Greenville,  North  Carolina). 

Local  youth  chairmen  are  urged  to  be- 
come involved  with  their  young  people 
in  declamations  and  essays.  Information 
land  rules  concerning  the  declamations 
land  essays  are  found  in  the  back  of  the 
1974  program  books  for  the  YFA  and 
AFC. 

Copies  of  declamations  and  essays, 
with  name,  age,  address,  and  the  name 
of  your  youth  auxiliary  should  be  sent 
to  Mrs.  Jack  J.  Dail,  Route  1,  Box  206, 
Winterville,  North  Carolina  28590,  at 
least  two  weeks  in  advance  of  March  23. 
Awards  are  as  follows:  YFA  and  AFC 
declamation  winners,  $20  on  a  trip  to 
Cragmont,-  runners-up,  $10.  YFA  and 
AFC  essay  winners,  $10  on  a  trip  to 
Cragmont;  runners-up,  $5. 

The  Executive  Committee  of  the  Cen- 
tral Conference  District  Youth  Fellowship 
encourages  participation  in  the  Bible 
Bowl  Quiz.  The  quiz  this  year  is  taken 
from  the  Book  of  Acts.  Rules  and  ma- 
terials may  be  obtained  from  the  Ayden 
Bible  and  Bookstore  at  the  Free  Will  Bap- 
tist Press  Foundation.  The  winning  team 
in  the  district  will  represent  this  district 
in  the  State  Bible  Quiz  run-offs. 

In  order  to  give  interested  participants 
more  time  for  study  and  to  further  en- 
courage youth  groups  to  enter,  the  dis- 
trict run-off  will  be  held  at  Aspen  Grove 
Free  Will  Baptist  Church  near  Fountain, 
North  Carolina,  April  20.  This  later  date 
for  the  run-off  will  be  an  advantage  to 
the  district  winners  as  the  State  Youth 
Fellowship  Convention  will  be  April  27. 
If  you  plan  to  participate  in  the  Bible 
Bowl  Quiz,  please  inform  Faith  Langely, 
Youth  Fellowship  president,  at  the  March 
23  meeting. 

We  look  forward  to  added  participa- 
tion in  the  next  district  youth  meeting. 
We  want  the  number  of  churches  partici- 
pating to  grow.  If  your  church  youth 
have  not  been  attending,  we  invite  you 
to  come— add  your  church's  name  to  the 
roster  of  churches  present. 

If  you  cannot  be  present,  we  ask  you 
to  represent  by  letter  so  that  the  Central 
Conference  District  Youth  Convention 
will  know  that  you  are  concerned  with 
the  work  of  the  youth  and  that  you  pray 


for  them  as  they  continue  in  the  service 
of  our  Lord. 

Plans  are  being  made  for  a  sing-out 
and  picnic  at  the  Children's  Home  at 
Middlesex,  North  Carolina,  in  May.  We 
invite  you  to  share  in  the  fellowship  and 
service  of  the  Central  Conference  Dis- 
trict Youth  Convention. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

Faith  Langely,  President 

Mrs.  Jack  J.  Dail,  Youth  Chairman 

Mrs.  Kemery  Ard,  Youth  Chairman 


Father  told  his  little  son  that  he 
couldn't  go  to  church  because  he  was 
suffering  from  a  severe  case  of  voluntary 
inertia. 

"I  bet  you  aren't,"  the  little  boy  an- 
swered, "I  bet  you're  just  lazy." 


Attention  Leaguers! 

The  North  Carolina  State  Convention 
of  Free  Will  Baptist  Leagues  will  meet  on 
Saturday,  March  9,  1974,  at  10  a.m.,  at 
the  First  Free  Will  Baptist  Church  in  Dur- 
ham. We  have  not  yet  reached  the 
$600  goal  we  set  for  the  state  project- 
Communications  Project  for  the  Links. 
We  need  $229.50  by  convention  time. 

Each  league  is  requested  to  send  an- 
other $25  if  possible  to  me,  Miss  Leah 
McGlohon,  P.  O.  Box  2,  Winterville, 
North  Carolina  28590,  before  the  conven- 
tion. If  you  cannot  send  this  much, 
please  send  what  you  can. 

Thank  you  for  helping  to  reach  this 
goal. 

Leah  McGlohon,  Treasurer 
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MOUNT  OLIVE.  NORTH  CAROLINA 


New  Creations  to  Participate  In  Evangelism  Tour 


The  New  Creations,  an  evangelistic 
team  of  students  from  Mount  Olive  Col- 
lege, will  leave  Mount  Olive  on  March  1, 
1974,  for  a  week  of  evangelistic  work 
among  some  Free  Will  Baptist  churches 
in  Florida.   The  tour  will  take  them  to 


missions  of  Mount  Olive  College,  will  ac- 
company the  group  to  make  recruitment 
contacts  among  some  Florida  high 
schools.  One  of  the  educational  high- 
lights of  the  tour  will  be  a  visit  to  the 
Kennedy  Space  Center. 


Merritt  Island  Free  Will  Baptist  Church, 
Melbourne  Church  of  God,  Melbourne, 
Florida;  and  will  conclude  the  tour  as 
they  come  back  to  Spartanburg,  South 
Carolina,  for  a  service  at  Herron  Circle 
Free  Will  Baptist  Church,  the  Rev.  John- 
nie Bullman,  pastor. 
Vero  Beach  Free  Will  Baptist  Church,  Ti- 
tusville  Free  Will  Baptist  Church,  and 
Mrs.  Diane  Riley,  area  director  of  ad- 

Admission  Office 
Open  on  Saturday 

The  admissions  office  of  Mount  Olive 
College  is  now  open  each  Saturday  from 
9  a.m.  until  12  noon  for  the  convenience 
of  high  school  students  who  are  unable 
to  visit  the  campus  during  school  days. 
The  office  is  also  open  each  Monday 
through  Friday  from  8  a.m.  until  5  p.m. 

Russell  Duncan,  director  of  admissions, 


«[  ij 


Pictured  above  are  Barry  Whitley,  Co- 
ca, Florida;  Danny  Woodcock,  Mount 
Olive,-  Rebecca  Heath,  Cove  City;  Cathy 
Wallace,  Mount  Olive,-  Gregg  Paul,  Bel- 
haven;  Howard  Scott,  Kenly;  Linda  Had- 
dock, Chocowinity;  Kathy  Brickhouse 
and  James  Cahoon,  Columbia,-  Vernon 
McCoy,  Cove  City,-  Charlene  Creech, 
Goldsboro,-  and  Deborah  Rackley,  Mo- 
meyer. 


also  announced  that  persons  who  wish- 
ed to  visit  the  College  at  other  times 
could  do  so  by  appointment.  "We  wel- 
come prospective  students  and  other 
visitors  at  any  time  and  we  will  be  hap- 
py to  arrange  a  tour  of  the  campus  not 
only  during  scheduled  hours  but  at  times 
convenient  to  our  visitors,"  states  Mr. 
Duncan.  Persons  who  wish  stated  ap- 
pointments may  arrange  them  by  call- 
ing the  College,  phone  (919)  658-2502. 


/j 

Our  Pastor  and  Our 
Friend 

(The  two  poems  below  were  written 
by  Mrs.  Equils  as  a  tribute  to  her  pastor, 
the  Rev.  Robert  L.  Norville,  of  Union 
Chapel  Free  Will  Baptist  Church,  Ply- 
mouth, North  Carolina.  The  first  was 
written  while  Mr.  Norville  was  a  patient 
in  the  hospital  critically  ill.  The  second 
poem  was  written  as  a  memorial  to  Mr. 
Norville  at  his  passing,  December  22, 
1973.) 

We've  got  a  man  gifted  by  God 
To  walk  the  paths  that  He  did  trod. 
From  the  great  and  glorious  Holy  Book, 
Page  by  page  he  continues  to  look, 
To  bring  to  us  who  love  to  hear 
Of  the  news  he  tells  so  very  dear. 

He  tells  about  our  Saviour,  Lord,  and 
King; 

How  happy  he  is  to  be  able  to  bring 
Just  one  lost  soul  to  our  God, 
For  he  doesn't  want  any  to  be  lost  in 
the  mob. 

This  man  I  speak  of,  we  like  very  much- 
He  is  the  pastor  of  our  church! 

He  has  stood  in  the  pulpit,  sick  and  well, 
To  bring  to  us  words  he  loves  to  tell. 
When  the  news  of  his  illness  we  did  hear, 
To  the  altar  we  came  with  sorrow  and 
tears 

In  prayer  for  our  pastor's  health  to  re- 
gain, 

And  with  him  always  we  pray  to  remain. 

In  the  still  and  quietness  God  was  there, 
And  I  know  He  heard  our  every  prayer. 
Today,  we  hear  that  he  is  much  better, 
So  I  hope  he  has  read  every  card  and  let- 
ter 

Which  was  sent  from  people  of  our 
church 

Who  love  and  miss  him  so  very  much. 

How  can  anyone  not  believe  in  prayer? 
To  say  "I  don't,"  I  wouldn't  dare, 
Because  God  can  save  sinners  like  us 
Who  come  to  Him  in  belief  and  trust. 
He  makes  us  able  to  do  the  things  He 
taught, 

For  with  His  blood  salvation  He  bought. 

This  price  for  us  our  Saviour  has  paid 
On  Calvary's  Cross  where  His  head  was 
laid. 

There  He  shed  His  precious  red  blood 
So  never  again  there  would  be  a  flood. 
Dear  friend,  if  ever  we  should  live  on 
high, 

We  must  accept  Christ  before  we  die. 

So  for  our  pastor  who  is  very  ill, 

We  are  praying  to  God  if  it  be  His  will 

To  stand  by  him  in  his  hospital  bed 
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MINISTERS'  WIDOWS' 
FUND  LIST 

(January  31,  1974) 

Below  is  the  list  of  ministers  who  are 
-participating  in  the  "Ministers'  Widows' 
iFund"  program  of  the  North  Carolina 
Board  of  Superannuation.  Interested 
jFree  Will  Baptist  ministers  (not  listed 
jbelow)  should  write  the  North  Carolina 
[Board  of  Superannuation,  Walter  Rey- 
nolds, P.  0.  Box  474,  Ayden,  North  Caro- 
lina 28513.    All  towns  below  are  in 

ffio  heal  his  sick  body  and  be  at  the  head 
1 0f  everything  he  undertakes  to  do  and 
say, 

I  So  he  may  go  on  winning  souls  everyday. 


In  Memoriam 

(THE  REV.  ROBERT  L  NORVILLE) 

It  is  with  deep  regrets  and  broken  hearts 
We  feel  the  loss  of  our  pastor  who  did 
his  part 

To  preach  the  word  from  the  Holy  Book 
To  each  of  us— not  one  he  ever  forsook. 
Our  God  has  called  our  pastor  away 
To  be  with  Him  in  that  glad  reunion  day. 

We  miss  his  smile  and  his  friendly  touch, 
And  our  hearts  are  grieved  so  very  much 
For  the  loss  of  one  who  really  preached, 
Trying  his  best  the  lost  ones  to  reach. 

Now  hearts  are  broken  of  his  many 
friends, 

But  the  God  in  heaven  these  hearts  will 
mend. 

We  thank  God  that  our  pastor  feels  no 
pain, 

For  in  heaven's  portals  he  ever  will  reign. 

This  man  of  God  kept  our  church  going 
strong 

In  the  work  of  the  Lord  where  he  belong- 
ed. 

He  did  much  more  than  we  can  ever  say 
With  hearts  broken  as  they  are  today. 

But  we  pray  that  one  day  we  may  see 
This  one  who  labored  for  you  and  me 
When  we  are  called  home  to  be  with  the 
rest 

Who  have  heard  God's  call  to  be  with 
the  blest. 

There  we  will  see  our  pastor  face-to-face, 
Ever  to  dwell  in  that  heavenly  place. 


One  college  student  to  another:  "Never 
let  your  lessons  interfere  with  your  edu- 
cation." 


North  Carolina  unless  otherwise  stated. 

R.  W.  Allman-Raleigh 

Kemery  Ard— Ayden 

Henry  Armstrong— Dunn 

Jimmie  L.  Barfield— Kenly 

Lloyd  Barnette— Kinston 

N.  B.  Barrow— Snow  Hill 

N.  D.  Beaman— Snow  Hill 

Edgar  Benton— Wilson 

Luther  E.  Bissette— Sims 

Dewey  C.  Boling— Clayton 

C.  F.  Bowen— Wilson 

Gene  B.  Britt— Middlesex 

Thomas  H.  Brooks— Thomasville 

Delmas  J.  Brown— Dover 

Noah  Brown  Sr.— Morehead  City 

Hubert  Burress— Pinetops 

Jesse  B.  Caton— Garner 

Roy  L.  Cauley— Dover 

A.  B.  Chandler— Winterville 

F.  B.  Cherry-Wilson 

R.  C.  Cherry— Micro 

C.  M.  Coats— Smithfield 

Clyde  Cox— Kenly 

E.  F.  Crary— Kinston 

William  L.  Dale-Goldsboro 

Bruce  Dudley— Davis 

Lester  L.  Duncan— Wilson 

DeWayne  Eakes— Lucama 

E.  E.  Edwards— Smithfield 

Eddie  Edwards— Clayton 

J.  A.  Evans— Seven  Springs 

Graham  Faucette— Kenly 

Wiley  Ferrell— Selma 

Bill  Futch— Kinston 

Foy  C.  Futrell— Goldsboro 

C.  Felton  Godwin— Newton  Grove 

J.  B.  Godwin— Selma 

H.  A.  Grubbs-Plymouth 

C.  B.  Hansley— Cove  City 

D.  W.  Hansley-Middlesex 
James  B.  Hardee— Elizabethtown 
Raymond  W.  Hardison— New  Bern 
Lloyd  F.  Hargis— Clayton 

Ray  Harrison  Jr.— Griffon 
Taylor  Hill— Fayetteville 
James  E.  Howard— Merritt 
Joe  Ingram— Goldsboro 
R.  H.  Jackson— Benson 
Paul  Jenkins— Kannapolis 
James  V.  Joyner— Kenly 
Wayne  King— Pikeville 
W.  0.  Lassiter-Four  Oaks 
John  R.  Lee— Four  Oaks 
W.  R.  Martin— Micro 
Alton  Mason— Harkers  Island 
Edward  W.  Miles— Goldsboro 
R.  L.  Moore— Clayton 

E.  C.  Morris— Walstonburg 

J.  B.  Narron-APO,  San  Francisco, 
Calif. 

W.  C.  Overton— Ahoskie 

John  A.  Owens— Elizabeth  City 

Walton  E.  Parrish-Kenly 


C.  L.  Patrick-Snow  Hill 

Walter  Pollard— Greenville 

W.  L.  Poythress— Wilson 

Wesley  Price— Seven  Springs 

Walter  Reynolds— Ayden 

Fred  A.  Rivenbark— Goldsboro 

Robert  Rollins— Pinetown 

R.  T.  Sasser— Wilson 

Boyd  L.  Shook— Selma 

S.  A.  Smith— Beulaville 

J.  B.  Starnes— Newport 

Willie  Stilley— New  Bern 

Ralph  Sumner— Bridgeton 

Luther  Swinson— New  Bern 

0.  B.  Taylor— Sneads  Ferry 

J.  Elmer  Thompson— Smithfield 

James  E.  Timmons— Quemado,  Texas 

Lloyd  Vernon— Richlands 

P.  C.  Wiggs-Rocky  Mount 

W.  H.  Willis-Kinston 

L.  B.  Woodall  Jr.-Snow  Hill 

Herman  Wooten— Garner 


I  0U< 


Take  a  listen  as  he  speaks 
about  cop-out  Christians,  gossip, 
demons,  the  new  youth  church,  how 
to  understand  parents,  and  more. 
A  big  voice  to  reckon  with. 
Cloth  $3.95,  Paper  $1.95 


4elo 


hany 
fowship 


Minneapolis,  Minnesota  55438 


The  above  book,  along  with  other 
books  by  David  Wilkerson,  may  be  pur- 
chased at  the  AYDEN  BIBLE  AND  BOOK- 
STORE, 811  North  Lee  Street,  Ayden, 
North  Carolina;  or  at  any  of  its  branch 
stores  at  Smithfield,  New  Bern,  and  Wil- 
son, North  Carolina. 


THE  FREE  WILL  BAPTIST 


9 


New  Growth 


BY  MRS.  ROYCE  MATTHEWS 


Mind  Reading 

There  are  so  many  blessings  God  gives 
us  that  we  take  for  granted.  We  take 
them  for  granted  because  we  don't  real- 
ize we  have  them.  But  to  be  without 
them  would  be  disastrous. 

Take  a  simple  thing  like  reading  your 
mind.  Have  you  ever  thanked  God  that 
your  family  and  friends  can't  read  your 
mind?  Or  even  the  stranger  with  whom 
you  transact  business? 

Let's  suppose  everyone  knew  what 
everyone  else  was  thinking. 

Your  boss  says,  "Don't  you  think  it 
would  be  better  to  write  the  letter  so- 
and-so?" 

You  learned  long  ago  he  was  going 
to  do  it  his  way  anyway,  so  you  answer, 
"Yes,  sir,  that's  a  great  idea." 

He  stops  short.  Your  mind  has  said, 
"That's  about  the  most  idiotic  idea  I've 
ever  heard,  but  after  all,  you  pay  my 
salary.  We'll  do  it  your  way  and  like 
it." 

How  long  do  you  think  you  could  keep 
your  job? 

You  sit  down,  "bone  tired,"  for  a 
minute  to  relax.  Your  husband  asks 
sweetly,  "Will  you  get  me  a  drink?" 

You  answer  just  as  sweetly,  "Sure, 
honey."  But  all  the  time  you  were 
thinking,  "I  don't  see  why  you  can't  get 
me  a  drink  for  a  change.  I'm  your  wife, 
not  your  slave." 

He  jumps  up,  stamps  over  to  the  re- 
frigerator. 

"All  right,  then,"  he  thinks,  "tomor- 
row morning,  go  to  work  with  your  back 
showing.  See  if  I  hook  your  dress  for 
you  I"  * 

You're  helping  your  child  with  lesson 
assignments.  You  explain  it  three  times 
and  he  looks  at  you,  his  face  a  complete 
blank. 

The  blankness  is  broken  when  a  tear 
squeezes  underneath  his  eyelids.  He 
knows  you're  thinking,  "I  don't  see  why 
I  couldn't  have  children  smart  as  Johnny 
Brown." 

You  are  taken  aback  as  he  thinks, 
"Yeah,  Johnny  Brown's  mother  is  smart 
enough  to  explain  the  problem." 

You  are  standing  in  front  of  a  desk, 
registering  to  see  a  doctor.  You  silent- 
ly grit  your  teeth  as  the  pain  in  your 


right  shoulder  and  arm  increases.  Bur- 
sitis again. 

The  receptionist  chats  with  a  fellow 
worker,  then  moving  snail-like,  she  asks 
the  question:  "Your  name?  Birth  date? 
Age?" 

"What's  the  matter,"  you  think.  "You 
can't  subtract  35  from  73  and  get  38  by 
yourself?" 

"Umm,  another  smart  alec,"  she 
thinks. 

Responsible  party? 

"Would  it  be  faster  if  I  wave  this  $20 
bill  before  your  eyes?" 

"What's  $20?  I  can  plainly  see  it's 
the  only  one  you  have." 

By  this  time  you  want  to  swing  that 
bursitis  arm  around  and  contact  with  her 
head. 

She  thinks,  "No  wonder  you  have  bur- 
sitis. It's  probably  from  fighting  all  the 
time." 

We  could  go  on  and  on,  but  you  see, 
you  don't  have  to  go  far  to  realize  what 
magnificent  love  God  must  have  used 
when  man  was  created. 

If  you've  never  thanked  Him  that  we 
don't  have  mind-reading  powers,  don't 
you  think  it's  high  time  you  did?  He's 
waiting. 


BULLETIN  FROM 
HOME  MISSIONS 

by  Taylor  Hill,  Secretary-Treasurer 

Just  a  friendly  reminder  that  our  1973 
State  Convention  adopted  a  budget  of 
$50,000  for  the  Home  Missions  Depart- 
ment. So  far,  only  about  half  of  that 
amount  is  coming  in.  Most  of  our 
churches  and  denominational  leaders 
have  failed  to  do  anything  at  all  for  home 
missions.  We  launched  out  by  faith  and 
have  placed  four  missionaries  on  the 
field,  expecting  good  support  from  all 
our  churches  and  ministers. 

We  would  like  to  remind  everyone  to 
go  back  and  read  our  Church  Covenant 
where  it  states,  ".  .  .  To  this  end  we 
agree  to  cooperate  in  the  promotion  of 
denominational  institutions  and  enter- 
prises, .  .  ." 

We  all  need  to  understand  that  foreign 
missions  cannot  continue  much  longer 
without  a  good  and  effective  home  mis- 
sions program. 

We  challenge  everyone  to  pray  and 
rally  together  for  this  home  missions 
program.  We  need  your  support  now! 

Send  your  contributions  for  home  mis- 
sions to  me  at  1207  Arsenal  Avenue, 
Fayetteville,  North  Carolina  28305;  tele- 
phone 485-3980. 


A  BETTER  CHURCH 
OFFICER  IN  1974 

BOOKS  FOR  CHURCH  OFFICERS 
(Instruction,  Information,  Inspiration) 
DEACONS 

The  Deacon  at  Work  by  F.  A.  Agar 
(hardback)  $2.00 

Pete,  You're  God's  Man  by  Marshall 
Hayden  (paperback)  $1.75! 

The  Deacon  in  a  Changing  Church 
by  Donald  F.  Thomas  (paperback)  $1.95 

The  Baptist  Deacon  by  Robert  E. 

Naylor  $2.70 

On  Being  a  Deacon's  Wife  by  Mar- 
tha Nelson  (hardback)  $2.95 

SUNDAY  SCHOOL  SUPERINTENDENTS 
Superintend  with  Success  by  Guy 

P.  Leavitt  (paperback)  $3.95 
Key  to  Sunday  School  Achievement 

by  Lawrence  O.  Richards  $2.95 
The  Superintendent  Plans  His  Work 

by  Idris  W.  Jones  (paperback)  $1.50 
Tested  Ideas  for  Superintendents 

(paperback)  $1.00!' 
The  Ten  Largest  Sunday  Schools 

by  Elmer  Towns  (paperback)  $1.95; 

CLERKS 

The  Work  of  the  Clerk  by  Grenell 
and  Goss  (paperback)  $1.50! 

TREASURERS 

Handling  the  Church's  Money  by 

Robert  E.  Peterson  (paperback)  $1.00 

CHOIR  DIRECTORS 

How  to  Organize  and  Direct  the 

Church  Choir  (hardback)  $8.95 
Choir  Ideas  by  Flora  E.  Breck 

(paperback)  $1.95 
How  to  Build  a  Church  Choir 

by  C.  H.  Heaton  (paperback)  $1.25 
Pocket  Guide  for  the  Church  Choir 

Member  (paperback)  $  .60 

The  Ministry  of  Music,  by  Kenneth 

W.  Osbeck  (paperback)  $2.95 

GENERAL 

Church  Officers  at  Work  by  Glenn 
H.  Asquith  (paperback)  $1.00 

The  Pastoral  Ministry  of  Church 
Officers  by  Charlie  W.  Shedd 
(paperback)  $1.95 

How  to  Be  a  Better  Church  Officer 
by  Guy  P.  Leavitt  (paperback)  $1.00 

The  Church  Business  Meeting  by 
R.  Dale  Merrill  (paperback)  $1.95 

The  above  books  may  be  purchased  at  the 
AYDEN   BIBLE   AND   BOOKSTORE,  811 

North  Lee  Street,  Ayden,  North  Carolina. 
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QUESTIONS 
BIBLE  ANSWERS 


Conducted  by  J.  P.  BARROW 
Route  1,  Box  475,  LaGrange,  North  Carolina  28551 


Question:  How  may  one  consecrate  his 
leart  and  life  to  God? 

Answer:  George  H.  Sandison  answers 
i  similar  question  as  follows  on  Page 
40  in  his  book,  1000  Difficult  Bible 
(Questions  Answered. 

"The  question  of  consecration  is  one 
hat  frequently  arises,  yet  when  we  stop 
o  analyze  it,  it  seems  strange  that  there 
jlhould  be  any  difficulty  about  it.   If  you 
assess  anything  which  you  wish  to  give 
to  another,  you  simply  give  it  to  him:  it 
s  just  as  simple  as  that  to  give  your 
vhole  heart  and  life  to  God.  We  already 
pelong  to  him  absolutely:  in  consecration 
m  are  only  returning  what  is  his.  The 
question,  how  we  can  take  ourselves  out 
bf  God's  hands  should  really  be  more  dif- 
ficult than  the  question  how  we  may  sub- 
nit  ourselves  to  him.    Remember  that 
God  is  always  reasonable,  always  kind. 
Many  of  the  things  sometimes  suggested 
to  our  minds  when  the  subject  of  con- 
secration is  brought  up  are  not  the  sug- 
gestion of  the  Holy  Spirit  but  of  our  own 
iminds,  or  of  disturbing  spirits.  There  is 
;no  uncertainty  about  the  voice  of  God. 
He  only  asks  us  to  obey  him  when  he 
makes  duty  clear,  and  has  promised  to 
■give  us  grace  and  power  always  for  the 
[duties  he  gently  lays  upon  us.  There 
purely  should  be  no  unwillingness  to  sub- 
limit our  lives  to  him,-  he  can  care  for 
'them  and  direct  them  much  better  than 
Iwe.    Consecration  becomes  easy  when 
|we  approach  the  cross  of  Christ.  We 
irealize  there  that  he  gave  himself  for  us 
|  because  we  were  sinners— because  of  this 
'very  unwillingness  in  our  hearts  to  sur- 
render ourselves  to  him.    Knowing  this 
■it  is  not  hard  to  commit  ourselves  abso- 
lutely to  his  love,  trusting  him  to  for- 
give our  sins,  to  cleanse  our  hearts,  to 
guide  and  to  keep  us." 

The  Bible  gives  directives  in  several 
passages  on  this  important  subject.  Let 
us  consider  a  few  as  follows: 

In  the  first  place  we  are  required  to 
so  do  as  we  come  to  Christ  in  the  initial 
istep  of  our  salvation:  "That  if  thou  shalt 


confess  with  thy  mouth  the  Lord  Jesus, 
and  shalt  believe  in  thine  heart  that  God 
hath  raised  him  from  the  dead,  thou  shalt 
be  saved.  For  with  the  heart  man  be- 
lieveth  unto  righteousness,-  and  with  the 
mouth  confession  is  made  unto  salva- 
tion. For  the  scripture  saith,  Whosoever 
believeth  on  him  shall  not  be  ashamed" 
(Romans  10:9-11),-  "Whosoever  therefore 
shall  be  ashamed  of  me  and  of  my  words 
in  this  adulterous  and  sinful  generation,- 
of  him  also  shall  the  Son  of  man  be 
ashamed,  when  he  cometh  in  the  glory  of 
his  Father  with  the  holy  angels"  (Mark 
8:38).  Jesus  is  talking  about  salvation 
and  dedication  here  for  in  Mark  8:34  He 
had  said,  "Whosoever  will  come  after 
me,  let  him  deny  himself  and  take  up  his 
cross,  and  follow  me." 

To  do  that  one  must  turn  his  atten- 
tions from  the  beggarly  desires  of  the 
carnal  man  and  center  them  on  Christ 
and  what  He  tells  us  in  the  Bible  to  do. 
It  makes  us  to  see  with  Paul  a  need  of 
exhibiting  the  old  body  the  Bible  pro- 
nounces to  be  dead  as  having  no  right 
to  further  claim  on  our  lives.  Paul  says, 
"I  am  crucified  with  Christ:  neverthe- 
less I  live,-  yet  not  I,  but  Christ  liveth  in 
me:  and  the  life  which  I  now  live  in  the 
flesh  I  live  by  the  faith  of  the  Son  of 
God,  who  loved  me,  and  gave  himself 
for  me"  (Galatians  2:20). 

We  need  always  to  acknowledge  that 
Christ  is  living  in  us.  He  should  be  giv- 
en the  right-of-way  to  express  Himself 
in  our  behalf  as  temptations  of  all  kind 
appear  as  Satan's  stumbling  blocks  in  the 
path  of  our  Christian  progress.  That  old 
man  (nature)  that  was  given  the  death 
blows  when  we  complied  with  John  3: 
36,  should  be  so  regarded  as  still  dead, 
having  no  claim  on  our  personal  desire 
to  grow  in  grace  and  in  the  knowledge 
of  our  Christ  and  Lord.  We  need  to  al- 
ways remember  in  this  connection  that 
He  is  Lord  of  all  or  else  with  us  not  Lord 
at  all. 

To  be  crucified  with  Christ  identifies 
the  person  crucified  with  Christ  on  the 


Cross,  in  the  grave,  in  the  resurrection, 
and  in  the  ascension  and  glorification. 
"It  is  a  faithful  saying:  For  if  we  be  dead 
with  him,  we  shall  also  live  with  him: 
If  we  suffer,  we  shall  also  reign  with 
him:  if  we  deny  him,  he  also  will  deny 
us"  (2  Timothy  2:11,  12). 

So  the  whole  teaching  of  the  Bible,  as 
the  subject  tells  us,  is  no  waste  of  time 
and  effort  to  those  who  completely  and 
willfully  turn  from  a  life  dominated  by 
the  natural  or  carnal  mind  and  fleshly 
lusts  to  Christ  and  a  life  completely 
dedicated  to  Him  and  His  cause.  The 
latter  calls  for  a  life  dedicated  to  living 
and  testifying  in  behalf  of  the  gospel  of 
grace  as  the  power  to  save  unto  the  ut- 
termost all  those  who  come  to  Christ 
for  this. 

Acts  1:8  and  Matthew  28:18-20  are 
not  placed  in  the  New  Testament  for  the 
purpose  of  impressing  a  small  minority 
of  Christians  to  full  dedication  to  the 
task  God  has  assigned  the  New  Testa- 
ment Christians,  but  are  placed  there  as 
instruction  and  admonition  to  every 
Christian.  These  directives  are  just  as 
universal  as  that  favored  in  Matthew  11: 
28-30,-  Isaiah  1:18,-  and  Acts  16:31.  It  is 
God's  will  that  all  should  be  saved  as 
taught  in  2  Peter  3:9;  2  Timothy  2:3,  4,- 
and  that  all  should  witness.  "And  we 
are  his  witnesses  of  these  things;  and 
so  it  is  also  the  Holy  Ghost,  whom  God 
hath  given  to  them  that  obey  him"  (Acts 

5:32). 

As  we  obey  Christ,  the  Holy  Spirit 
whom  Christ  sent  as  "another  Comfort- 
er" to  be  in  us  and  with  us,  will  wit- 
ness through  us.  This  is  the  one  and 
only  way  we  may  obey:  "Let  your  light 
so  shine  before  men,  that  they  may  see 
your  good  works,  and  glorify  your 
Father  which  is  in  heaven"  (Matthew  5: 
16). 

If  any  Christian  should  confine  his 
exemplifying  Christ  to  any  limited  area 
on  the  earth  he  would  violate  the  princi- 
ple laid  down  in  Jesus'  teachings:  "No 
man,  when  he  hath  lighted  a  candle,  put- 
teth  it  in  a  secret  place,  neither  under  a 
bushel,  but  on  a  candlestick,  that  they 
which  come  in  may  see  the  light"  (Luke 
11=33).  Jesus  said  that  He  is  the  light 
of  the  world  and  also  that  we  Christians 
are  the  light  of  the  world— the  instru- 
ment through  whom  Jesus  shines  forth, 
manifesting  His  true  self  to  a  lost  world. 
We  are  the  vessels  of  honor  meet  for  the 
Master's  use,  those  through  which  He 
brings  the  gospel  of  Jesus  Christ,  which 
is  the  power  of  God  unto  salvation  to 
all  who  believe. 

(continued  on  page  fifteen) 
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STORIES 

for  our  youth 


THE  LITTLE  FOX 

by  Betty  Jo  Rivers 

0FTER  supper  the  twins  went  into  the 
living  room  and  sat  down  before  the 
fire.  They  were  impatient  for  Uncle  Joe 
to  come  into  the  room.  It  was  a  usual 
thing  for  him  to  tell  them  a  story  be- 
fore they  got  ready  for  bed.  Both  of 
them  looked  forward  to  this  time  of 
day. 

"I  wish  he  would  hurry.  Uncle  Joe  is 
the  best  storyteller  in  the  world,"  said 
one  of  the  twins. 

"Here  he  comes  now.  I  wonder  what 
he  will  tell  us  tonight,"  said  the  other 
one. 

Uncle  Joe  came  in  and  settled  down 
in  the  big  chair  before  the  fire.  The 
twins  crawled  over  and  sat  at  his  feet. 

"We  are  ready,  Uncle  Joe.  What  is 
the  story  going  to  be  tonight?"  Louis 
looked  up  at  his  uncle's  smiling  face. 

"Tonight,  I  will  tell  you  about  the  lit- 
tle fox,"  answered  Uncle  Joe. 

They  leaned  back  against  his  chair 
and  looked  into  the  fire,  as  Uncle  Joe 
began. 

"Long  ago,  when  your  father  and  I 
were  boys,  we  used  to  go  into  the  woods 
and  set  traps.  We  didn't  want  to  kill 
the  little  animals  but  we  wanted  to  see 
what  we  could  catch.  One  day  we  came 
home  from  school  and  started  out  to  the 
woods  to  check  on  our  traps.  We  went 
from  one  of  them  to  the  other  and  there 
was  not  a  trap  that  had  caught  anything. 
Finally  we  came  to  the  last  one.  And 
can  you  guess  what  was  there?" 

"A  bear?"  asked  Louise. 

"A  lion  or  a  tiger?"  Louis  asked  as  his 
eyes  got  as  big  as  saucers. 

Uncle  Joe  laughed,  "No,  nothing  quite 
so  wild  as  that.   It  was  a  baby  fox." 

"What  did  you  do  with  him?"  the 
twins  asked  in  unison. 


"We  decided  to  take  him  home  and 
try  to  make  a  pet  out  of  him.  The  fox 
was  really  young.  We  hoped  that  we 
could  make  him  a  pet,  since  he  was  so 
young.  Well,  we  took  him  home  and 
Mother  wouldn't  let  us  bring  him  in  the 
house.  We  decided  to  tie  him  outside. 
Mother  warned  us  that  he  might  chew 
the  rope  in  two.  So  we  took  a  chain  and 
fastened  it  to  a  collar  that  we  put 
around  his  neck.  The  other  end  of  the 
chain  was  fastened  to  a  stake  that  we 
drove  in  the  ground. 

"Each  day  we  would  go  out  before  we 


went  to  school  and  feed  and  water  our 
little  fox.  Then  when  we  came  home 
from  school  in  the  afternoon,  we  would 
rush  out  to  try  to  play  with  him.  We 
tried  to  play  with  him  but  he  would  not 
play.  He  would  just  sit  and  look  up  at 
us  with  such  pitiful  eyes. 

"One  morning  we  noticed  some  chick- 
en feathers  out  by  the  place  where  the 
little  fox  was  tied.  We  knew  that  there 
had  not  been  any  chickens  around  for 
the  fox  to  catch.  We  looked  around  and 
saw  some  tracks  of  a  fox  much  larger 
than  ours.  We  ran  into  the  house  to  ask 
Mother  what  it  could  be. 


"She  could  not  figure  it  out.  Several 
mornings  we  would  find  bits  of  raw  meat 
and  more  tracks.  Finally  our  father  said; 
that  it  must  be  the  little  fox's  mother 
coming  to  visit  him.  She  was  bringing! 
him  presents  of  something  to  eat. 

"One  afternoon  as  we  were  sitting 
there  beside  our  fox  we  noticed  that  he 
was  watching  the  dog.  Spot  was  digging 
holes  and  burying  bones.  Later  that  af- 
ternoon we  noticed  the  little  fox  digging 
a  hole.  He  dug  a  deep  hole  and  buried 
the  chain  in  it.  The  fox  thought  that  if 
he  buried  the  chain  and  just  sat  there1 
that  when  his  mother  came  that  night; 
he  could  run  off  with  her.  He  did  not 
know  that  just  burying  it  would  not  un- 
fasten it  from  the  neck. 

"That  night  when  his  mother  came, 
he  was  so  happy.  When  she  started  to 
leave  and  go  back  into  the  forest  to 
their  home,  the  little  fox  started  scam- 
pering after  her.  But  as  soon  as  he  got 
to  the  end  of  the  chain  it  would  jerk  him 
up  and  stop.   He  was  still  a  prisoner. 

"Do  you  know,  twins?  That  fox  is  a 
little  like  a  lot  of  people  I  know.  They 
try  to  bury  things.  They  do  things  that 
are  wrong  and  think  that  if  they  hide 
them  and  no  one  knows  about  them,  they  >' 
will  not  be  hurt  by  them.  But  later  on 
they  find  out  that  those  same  things  j 
catch  them  up  short,  just  like  the  chain 
did  the  fox  and  it  will  keep  them  from 
being  free  and  doing  the  things  they 
want  to  do." 

Louise  spoke  up,  "I  know  what  you 
mean,  Uncle  Joe.   Like  someone  tells  a  1 
story  and  thinks  that  no  one  will  ever 
know  that  it  wasn't  the  truth." 

"Yes,  and  like  people  that  steal  things  , 
and  hide  them  so  no  one  will  know," 
said  Louis. 

"mat  s  right.  But  you  know  that  you 
never  do  really  hide  the  truth.  It  will 
always  be  found  out  and  you  will  be  a 
prisoner  of  the  wrong  you  have  done. 
Whenever  you  are  tempted  to  do  some- 
thing wrong  just  because  you  don't  think 
anyone  will  know,  just  think  of  the  lit- 
tie  fox,"  replied  Uncle  Joe. 

"Bedtime,  kids.  Say  good  night  to 
Uncle  Joe  and  run  up  to  bed,"  called 
Mother  from  the  kitchen. 

Louise  looked  up  at  her  uncle,  "Before 
we  go,  please  tell  us  what  you  did  with 
the  little  fox." 

"Well,  his  mother  missed  him  so  and 
we  couldn't  stand  the  thought  of  keep- 
ing him  from  her.  We  took  him  back  to 
the  woods  and  left  him  right  where  the 
trap  had  caught  him." 

"Thank  you  for  telling  us  the  story, 
(continued  on  page  fifteen) 
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FREE  WILL  BAPTIST  CHILDREN'S  HOME 

t          "A  ChHrtian  Home  for  Boys  and  Girls" 

Phone  (919)  235-4079 

MR.  SAMMY  WEEKS,  Superintendent 

RELIGIOUS 
CONTRIBUTIONS 
JANUARY,  1974 

The  following  is  a  list  of  religious 
j  contributions  to  the  Free  Will  Baptist 
Children's  Home  for  the  month  of  Janu- 
ary, 1974. 


Albemarle  Conference 


Malachi's  Chapel 

$ 

50.00 

Mt.  Tabor 

58.35 

Mt.  Zion 

160.00 

Sidney 

25.00 

Sound  Side 

50.00 

St.  Paul 

400.00 

Union  Chapel 

6.00 

Total 

$ 

749.35 

Blue  Ridge  Association 

Cedar  Hill 

$ 

15.55 

Cape  Fear  Conference 

Hopewell 

$ 

30.00 

Johnston  Union 

100.00 

Lee's  Chapel 

615.00 

Palmer  Memorial 

87.99 

Robert's  Grove 

25.00 

St.  Mary's  Grove 

5.00 

Shady  Grove 

515.00 

West  Clinton 

247.65 

Wooten's  Chapel 

36.00 

Total 

$1,661.64 

Central  Conference 

Aspen  Grove 

$ 

150.70 

Ayden 

55.00 

Bethany 

38.19 

Black  Jack 

270.00 

Community 

52.01 

Dilda's  Grove 

25.00 

Edgewood 

95.00 

Faith 

25.00 

Free  Union 

143.34 

Friendship 

35.88 

Greenville,  First 

10.00 

Grimsley 

100.00 

Hickory  Grove 

45.00 

King's  Cross  Roads 

62.34 

Second  Union 

8.98 

Fourth  Union 

116.50 

Ormondsville 

21.00 

Owen's  Chapel 

78.97 

Piney  Grove 

48.02 

Reedy  Branch 

275.00 

Rocky  Mount 

75.00 

Dnca  Hill 

Kose  run 

271.63 

Watery  Branch 

118.21 

vviiiiamsTon 

11.87 

Winterville 

98.50 

i  oiai 

$2,231.14 

Eastern  Conference 

Antioch 

$ 

40.00 

RriHnptnn 
u 1 1 uy c  i uei 

103.48 

British  Chapel 

25.00 

Cabin 

49.71 

Core  Creek 

89.55 

Deep  Run 

50.00 

Dublin  Grove 

31.38 

Ephesus 

5.00 

Faith 

10.00 

Hillsberry 

10.00 

Jackson  Heights 

89.65 

Juniper  Chapel 

5.00 

Kinston 

5.00 

Lanier's  Chapel 

10.00 

f  1 1 1  ^     1  nnoc 
EUld  JUIIcb 

5.00 

Fifth  llninn 

75.00 

AnxiMarv  Di^trirt 

nUA  IIIUI  )  L/IQIIIl*! 

10.00 

Npw  Rpthlphpm 

17.30 

Northeast 

56.32 

Piney  Grove 

10.00 

Rock  of  Zion 

55.92 

Sarecta 

71.24 

Smith's  New  Home 

87.04 

Spring  Hope 

100.00 

St.  Mary's 

530.00 

Total 

$1,541.59 

Pee  Dee  Association 

Beaver  Dam 

$ 

400.00 

Union  No.  1 

100.00 

Oak  Grove 

22.50 

White  Oak 

215.40 

Total 

$ 

737.90 

Piedmont  Conference 

Christ 

$ 

10.00 

E.  Rockingham 

10.50 

Hilltop 

10.74 

Mt.  Olive  40.15 


lotai 

t       71  QO 
9       /  1 .07 

Western  Conference 

Branch  Chapel 

$  82.21 

Eastwood  Chapel 

47.22 

Elwood  Lane 

11.13 

Everett's  Chapel 

75.36 

Friendship 

139.92 

Kenly 

5.00 

Little  Rock 

5.00 

Marsh  Swamp 

30.00 

Milbournie 

83.00 

Mt.  Zion  (Nash) 

550.00 

First  Union 

46.83 

New  Sandy  Hill 

50.00 

Oak  Grove 

10.00 

People's  Chapel 

75.00 

Pine  Level 

25.00 

Piney  Grove 

173.46 

Pleasant  Hill 

65.68 

Rosebud 

5.00 

Selma 

150.00 

Sherron  Acres 

125.00 

Stancil's  Chapel 

28.34 

Stoney  Creek 

325.00 

Stony  Hill 

25.00 

Union  Chapel 

65.00 

Union  Grove 

1 90.00 

Total 

$2,388.15 

Other  States 

Laurel  City,  W.  Va. 

$  43.08 

Franklin  County,  III. 

100.00 

Total 

$  143.08 

Other  Religious  Contributions 

Christian  Chapel  Mission 

$  50.00 

Total  Religious  Contributions  $9,589.79 

Memorial 

Mr.  J.  S.  Wall,  by  Mrs.  Stanley 

Wall 

$  50.00 

NOTE  OF  THANKS 

I  wish  to  take  this  opportunity  to  say 
thanks  to  all  the  auxiliaries  of  the 
various  churches  of  the  denomination  for 
the  many  cards  and  gifts  I  received  dur- 
ing the  Christmas  season  and  on  my 
ninetieth  birthday,  February  8,  1974. 
Also  many  thanks  to  the  Superannuation 
Board  for  its  help.  As  you  know  it  is 
impossible  for  me  to  thank  each  of  you 
personally,  so  please  accept  this  as  a 
personal  "thank  you."  Please  remem- 
ber me  in  your  prayers.  May  God  bless 
and  keep  all  of  you  in  His  care  is  my 
every  wish.— Mrs.  Duffy  Toler,  131  N. 
Eastern  Street,  Greenville,  North  Caro- 
lina 27834. 
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ST.  CLAIRE  BIBLE  CLAS$1 

THE  SUNDAY  tt' 
SCHOOL  LESSON^ 

FOR  MARCH  10  ^ 


V 


When  the  Spirit  Fills  a 
Life 

Lesson  Text:  Acts  3:1-6;  4:31-37 
Memory  Verse:  Acts  4:33 

I.  INTRODUCTION 

At  the  risk  of  being  repetitious  in 
these  lessons,  we  want  to  affirm  again 
the  great  truth  of  when  the  sinner  re- 
ceives Christ  as  Saviour,  the  Holy  Spirit 
regenerates  him  and  makes  him  a  new 
creature  in  Christ.  He  is  then  baptized 
into  the  Spirit  and  made  a  part  of  the 
body  of  Christ,  the  church.  Not  only 
does  the  Spirit  enter  into  the  life  of  the 
new  believer,  but  He  also  fills  that  life 
as  the  believer  surrenders  his  will. 

Now,  what  happens  to  the  life  that  is 
filled  with  the  Spirit?  To  say  the  least 
it  is  changed.  New  thoughts  take  over. 
New  desires  replace  old  ones.  The  self- 
ish spirit  becomes  unselfish.  The  be- 
liever no  longer  considers  himself  more 
important  than  others.  He  acquires  a 
new  spirit  of  humility  and,  perhaps  best 
of  all,  suddenly  discovers  that  he  wants 
to  help  others  find  this  new-found  joy 
also. 

Last  Sunday  we  saw  how  the  Holy 
Spirit  enters  the  life  of  the  church  and 
helps  it  grow.  Today  we  examine  what 
He  does  to  the  individual  and  how  He 
uses  a  life  for  the  glory  of  God.  At  the 
same  time  we  will  see  how  the  indi- 
vidual, working  along  beside  others, 
helps  the  church  as  a  whole  to  flourish 
and  to  become  a  blessing  to  all.  The 
fact  is,  the  church  can  bless  only  as  its 
individuals  allow  it  to.  The  more  we 
surrender  to  the  Lord,  the  more  the 
church  reaches  out  to  touch  with  healing 
and  blessing  the  lives  of  those  around 
us.— The  Advanced  Quarterly  (F.W.B.). 

II.  HINTS  THAT  HELP 

A.  If  being  filled  with  the  Holy  Spirit 
is  such  a  wonderful  thing  why  isn't 
everyone  filled?  There  are  three  very 
good  reasons:  ignorance,  indifference, 
and  iniquity. 

B.  Why  do  some  have  to  be  filled  with 


the  Spirit  so  many  times?  Satan  comes 
with  his  strongest  attack  as  soon  as  one 
is  filled.  This  often  moves  us  off  our 
surrender.  We  need  to  be  filled  again, 
and  this  can  take  place  only  when  we 
surrender  to  Him. 

C.  Peter  and  John  probably  would  not 
have  stopped  even  to  speak  to  this  beg- 
gar before  they  were  filled  with  the 
Holy  Spirit;  but  being  filled  with  Him 
changes  one's  attitude  toward  others. 

D.  How  long  has  it  been  since  you 
heard  a  sermon  on  the  filling  of  the 
Holy  Spirit  in  your  church?  What  were 
the  results? 

E.  Are  you  filled  with  the  Holy  Spirit? 

-The  Bible  Teacher  (F.W.B.). 

III.  ADDITIONAL  TRUTHS 

A.  Being  born  again  and  having  re- 
ceived the  Spirit  (Acts  2:38),  Christians 
must  live  and  walk  in  the  Spirit  (Gala- 
tians  5:25).  And  each  is  to  bear  the 
fruit  of  the  Spirit. 

The  Christian  receives  the  Holy  Spirit. 
One  evidence  of  the  indwelling  of  the 
Spirit  is  the  fruit  that  the  man  bears  to 
the  glory  of  God.  Jesus  pronounces  a 
terrible  judgment  on  the  tree  or  vine 
that  bears  no  fruit  (John  15:1-8). 

As  one  born  again,  as  a  new  creature 
or  creation,  as  one  in  Christ,  every  Chris- 
tian is  urged  by  Paul  to  "walk  worthy 
of  the  vocation  wherewith  ye  are  call- 
ed" (Ephesians  4:1). 

Peter  characterizes  Christians  as  "a 
chosen  generation,  a  royal  priesthood, 
an  holy  nation,  a  peculiar  people,"  and 
writes,  "shew  forth  the  praises  of  him 
who  hath  called  you  out  of  darkness  into 
his  marvelous  light"  (1  Peter  2:9). 

The  Christian  bears  a  unique  relation 
to  God,  to  other  Christians,  to  the  world, 
and  to  non-Christians.  He  is  a  child  of 
God,  bearing  both  the  privileges  and  re- 
sponsibilities of  this  relationship.  He 
is  a  brother  to  all  other  Christians  and 
must  manifest  this  brotherhood  by  the 
temper  and  conduct  of  his  life.  He  is  in 
the  world,  but  admonished  and  urged  to 
abstain  from  worldliness.  He  is  the  hope 
of  the  non-Christian,  being  a  witness  and 


bearer  of  good  news  to  everyone  who  has| 
not  surrendered  to  Jesus  as  Saviour  and 
Lord.— Standard  Lesson  Commentary. 

B.  Beatrice  held  the  stack  of  tracts] 
tightly  in  her  hand.  She  and  her  friend! 
had  been  assigned  to  give  them  ouli 
while  the  others  were  taking  part  in  the; 
street  meeting. 

As  the  two  girls  walked  around,  Bea 
said,  "I've  never  done  this  before." 

"I  haven't  either,"  said  her  friend. 
"I'm  just  going  to  stick  the  tract  in  front 
of  people  so  they  can't  turn  it  down." 

"I  don't  think  I'll  do  mine  that  way," 
said  Bea.  "I'm  going  to  be  more  tact-! 
ful." 

"You  mean  apologize  for  giving  it?" 
asked  her  friend. 

"No,  not  apologize,-  just  take  it  easy." 

Then  the  girls  separated.  Bea  took 
one  side  of  the  street  and  her  friend  the 
other.  When  the  first  lady  came  by, 
Bea  smiled  and  said,  "I  wonder  if  you 
would  be  so  kind  as—" 

But  before  she  had  finished  the  sen- 
tence the  lady  had  walked  on.  The  same 
thing  happened  as  she  tried  to  give  a 
couple  of  teen-agers  some  tracts.  They 
only  giggled  and  passed  by. 

As  Beatrice  and  her  friend  met  on  the 
corner  a  few  minutes  later,  Bea  said, 
"How  many  tracts  have  you  given?" 

"None,"  admitted  her  friend.  "I  prac- 
tically shoved  them  down  their  throats 
too.  But  nobody  would  take  them.  How 
many  did  you  give?" 

Beatrice  bowed  her  head  in  shame. 
"None,"  she  too  admitted.  "I  was  try- 
ing to  use  tact,  but  the  people  were  half 
a  block  away  by  the  time  I  got  through 
with  my  little  speech." 

"I  guess  there  must  be  a  happy  me- 
dium," continued  Bea.  "The  Bible  says 
that  we  should  be  bold,  but  I'm  sure  we 
should  use  holy  boldness."  . 

"Yes,"  agreed  her  friend,  "I  guess  we 
tried  to  take  things  into  our  own  hands." 

So  often  our  intentions  are  good,  but 
we  neglect  to  ask  the  Lord  for  wisdom. 
The  Christian  way  is  to  be  a  willing  ser- 
vant and  to  go  in  the  strength  and 
power  of  the  Lord.— Devotions  for  Early 
Teens. 

C.  The  Holy  Spirit  makes  a  differencel 
When  the  Holy  Spirit  came  upon  Simon 
Peter  at  Pentecost,  he  was  transformed 
from  the  one  who  denied  Jesus  into  the 
fearless  preacher  who  converted  thou- 
sands. In  many  ways  the  presence  of 
the  Spirit  is  as  clearly  seen  as  the  flame 
of  a  candle. 

1.  Illuminates.   A  candle  gives  light; 
the  Holy  Spirit  illuminates  also.  The 
(continued  on  page  fifteen) 
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*  GOD  COAAFORTS- 
"BUT  HOW? 

tij         (continued  from  page  three) 

*  reaching  to  follow  God's  master  plan. 

MAnd  see  if,  one  bright  morning,  you  do 

%not  awake  to  find  the  world  a  happier 
(dwelling  place.    God's  comforting  has 

Waken  place,  "not  by  changing  the  cir- 
cumstances of  our  lives,  but  by  changing 

4our  attitude  towards  them." 

If  ;  This  quotation  spoke  to  me.  As  I 
.jjfalked  to  you  about  it— through  the  print- 
'  ed  page— I  talked  also  to  myself.  Per- 
fnaps  you  too,  in  your  reading,  will  find 
Ian  apt  quotation  that  prompts  medita- 
jtion.  If  so,  capture  its  meaning  on  pa- 
Jper.  Our  friend  and  editor  Tommy  Man- 

*  ming  would  like  to  hear  from  you,  too. 


Questions  &  Answers 

(continued  from  page  eleven) 

As  He  thus  places  it  before  the  lost 
and  as  they  receive  it,  they,  with  us, 
can  say  of  it:  "Thy  word  is  a  lamp  unto 
my  feet,  and  a  light  unto  my  path.  I 
ii  have  sworn,  and  I  will  perform  it,  that 
I  will  keep  thy  righteous  judgments" 
(Psalm  119:105,  106).  As  people  are 
saved  by  our  witness,  they,  like  we,  be- 
come dedicated  and  sanctified  to  the 
task  of  propagating  the  gospel.  "To 
wit,  that  God  was  in  Christ,  reconciling 
the  world  unto  himself,  not  imputing 
their  trespasses  unto  them;  and  hath 
committed  unto  us  the  word  of  recon- 
ciliation. Now  then  we  are  ambassadors 
for  Christ,  as  though  God  did  beseech 
you  by  us:  we  pray  you  in  Christ's  stead, 
be  ye  reconciled  to  God"  (2  Corinthians 
5:19,  20). 


Boys7  and  Girls7  Stories 

(continued  from  page  twelve) 

Uncle  Joe.  We  will  remember  about  the 
little  fox  when  we  almost  do  something 
wrong,"  said  the  twins  as  they  kissed 
their  uncle  and  went  into  the  kitchen  to 
say  good  night  to  their  parents. 

NEWS  NOTES 

(continued  from  page  six) 

North  Carolina.    Mr.  Patrick  has  been 
the  evangelist  for  several  Reedy  Branch 
revivals  and  is  continually  called  back. 
There  will  be  special  singing  each 


evening  under  the  direction  of  Mr.  Blanie 
Moye,  with  Tommy  Manning  serving  as 
organist  and  Lou  Nanney  serving  as 
pianist. 

The  pastor,  the  Rev.  Willis  Wilson, 
and  the  congregation  extend  a  cordial 
welcome  to  everyone  for  what  promises 
to  be  a  significant  series  of  services. 

Otter's  Creek  Church  Sponsors 
"Young  Christians"  Singers 

Sunday  evening,  March  3,  there  will 
be  a  program  of  special  music,  featuring 
the  "Young  Christians,"  an  all-male 
group  of  Snow  Hill,  North  Carolina,  at 
Otter's  Creek  Free  Will  Baptist  Church, 
Route  1,  Macclesfield,  North  Carolina. 
The  program  will  begin  at  seven  o'clock. 
The  pastor,  the  Rev.  Ralph  Aycock,  and 
the  entire  church  membership  invite 
everyone  to  come  and  enjoy  some  good 
gospel  singing. 


Sunday  School  Lesson 

(continued  from  page  fourteen) 

apostles  were  led  by  the  Holy  Spirit's  il- 
lumination. We  can  walk  in  His  light 
through  study  of  God's  Word  and  by 
yielding  ourselves  to  His  indwelling  pres- 
ence. 

2.  Is  Clearly  Visible.  The  Holy  Spirit 
strengthened  the  Early  Church  to  evan- 
gelize throughout  the  surrounding  ter- 
ritory. We  can  use  this  same  power  to 


show  Christ  to  others  as  the  Spirit  works 
through  us. 

3.  Attracts.  Light  attracts.  The  Holy 
Spirit  bound  the  early  Christians  to- 
gether into  a  perfect  example  of  shar- 
ing and  mutual  concern.  This  same  love 
in  action  can  be  ours  as  we  follow  the 
guidance  of  the  Spirit. 

4.  Gives  Courage.  We  are  often  afraid 
of  the  dark,  and  so  use  light  to  dispel 
the  darkness.  God's  Spirit  gave  the 
Early  Church  courage  to  face  the  night 
of  persecution.  The  Spirit  can  enable  us 
to  endure  pressure  or  opposition  that  is 
suffered  for  the  sake  of  Christ. 

5.  Has  Great  Influence.  The  light  of 
the  candle  reaches  to  every  corner  of  the 
room.  The  Holy  Spirit  in  our  lives  will 
make  Himself  known  and  will  influence 
every  area  of  our  lives. 

Jesus  commanded  us  to  be  the  light 
of  the  world.  We  can  be  that  light  only 
if  we  allow  the  Holy  Spirit  to  shine  in 
and  through  us.— Selected. 


CERTAINTIES— NOT  SPECULATIONS 

When  that  great  Christian  and  scien- 
tist, Sir  Michael  Faraday,  was  dying, 
some  journalists  questioned  him  as  to 
his  speculations  for  a  life  after  death. 
"Speculations!"  said  he,  "I  know  noth- 
ing about  speculations.  I'm  resting  on 
certainties.  'I  know  that  my  redeemer 
liveth,'  and  because  He  lives,  I  shall  live 
also."— Gospel  Trumpet. 
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Announcing  the  Red  Letter 
Edition  of  today's  leading 
evangelical  study  Bible. 


cs.  Concise  Concordance,  and  New 
ips.  Kmc.  James  Version  ten.  with 
chanK«  tor  greater  clarity. 
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In  the  near  future  the  new  red-letter  edition  of  the  Scofield  Bible  will  be  released. 
You  may  purchase  these  from  the  AYDEN  BIBLE  AND  BOOKSTORE,  811  North  Lee  Street, 
Ayden,  North  Carolina  28513,  or  any  of  the  branch  stores  at  Smithfield,  New  Bern,  and 
Wilson,  North  Carolina. 
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DON'T  MISS 

The  North  Carolina 
State  Convention 

of 

Free  Will  Baptist 
Leagues 

Which  Convenes 
SATURDAY,  MARCH  9,  1974 
at 

THE  FIRST  FREE  WILL  BAPTIST  CHURCH 
Durham,  North  Carolina 
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SWORD  DRILLS!  SINGING! 
SURPRISES! 

ALL  LEAGUES  ARE  URGED  TO  ATTEND! 
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BewGAe,r  you  udta  ca&t  the,  evil  eue.  oh,  do-mea*t&. 
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4am&  ufVQst  you.... 
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JEALOUSY  AND  THE  EVIL  EYE 

Have  you  ever  entertained  the  idea  of  being  hostile  toward  a  rival  or  one  believed  to 
enjoy  some  advantage  that  you  don't  have?  Do  you  grudge  another's  accomplishments, 
rights,  possessions,  and  abilities?  Do  you  look  upon  him  with  malice,  hoping  that  some- 
thing bad  will  replace  the  good  that  is  happening  to  him?  Do  you  covet  his  pleasures, 
wishing  that  such  could  be  afforded  to  you;  and  though  his  activities  in  actuality  may  be 
very  innocent,  do  you  attribute  to  them  some  evil  connotation,  wishing  that  you  yourself 
were  so  blessed  as  to  be  able  to  participate  in  the  activity  with  which  you  find  fault?  Do 
you  open  your  mouth  with  derogations  and  speak  them  behind  your  cupped  hand  to  a 
friend  or  perhaps  voice  them  in  subtle  tones,  stating  that  you  "don't  mean  to  be  talking 
about  so-and-so,  but,  .  .  ."  Well,  friend,  if  you  fit  in  any  of  the  categories  depicted  above, 
you  may  very  well  be  jealous  or  envious— and  watch  it!— for  as  sure  as  you're  talking  about 
someone  else  and  attempting,  as  it  were,  to  cut  his  throat,  someone  may  indeed  have  the 
same  plans  laid  out  for  you. 

For  as  long  as  we  can  remember,  jealousy  has  been  described  as  a  green-eyed  mon- 
ster; and  that  description  is  as  apt  today  as  it  was  when  first  used.  Just  as  the  love  of 
money  is  the  root  of  all  evil,  jealousy  (or  envy)  is  the  basis  of  most  unfavorable  criticism 
—especially  when  such  criticism  is  undeserved.  Have  you  ever  known  a  person  to  help 
someone  to  better  himself,  only  to  have  the  "helpee"  turn  on  his  benefactor  when  the  help 
given  was  not  so  fresh  to  the  memory?  Could  it  possibly  be  that  the  "helpee"  in  this  in- 
stance wants  the  superior  position  and  seeks  insidiously  to  weaken  the  image  of  the  per- 
son of  whom  he  is  jealous?    The  answer  is  obvious. 

Psychologists  tell  us  that  jealousy  (or  its  synonym,  envy)  often  makes  itself  known 
because  of  a  feeling  of  inferiority.  It  occurs  in  social  situations  and  may  be  expressed  in 
diverse  manners:  sulking;  direct  verbal  attacks;  or  the  most  frequently-employed  method, 
backstabbing.  If  a  person  feels  inadequate  himself,  he  wants  an  excelling  person  to  bear 
the  blame;  and  inasmuch  as  he  cannot  measure  up  to  the  superior  person  (or  the  one  who 
appears  to  be  superior),  he  will  in  some  way  try  to  make  the  achiever  appear  less  than  he 
is,  thereby  excusing  within  himself  his  own  inabilities  or  inadequacies. 

Jealous  or  envious  people  are  often  of  the  kiss-your-face-when-you're-looking-but- 
shoot-you-down-when-you're-not-looking  kind.  They  also  may  be  overly  complimentary 
when  in  one's  presence  only  to  discredit  him  severely  when  he  leaves  the  scene.  How 
many  times  have  you  walked  into  a  situation  where  two  or  three  persons  were  conversing 
in  subdued  tones  and  found  that  upon  your  approach  the  mood  changed,  the  voices  took 
on  a  different  tenor,  and  the  conversation  in  general  changed  quite  abruptly?  If  the  peo- 
ple weren't  talking  about  you,  certainly  they  must  have  been  talking  about  something 
which  they  preferred  that  you  not  hear.  Could  not  the  whole  situation  have  been  envy  in 
the  making,  and  isn't  it  possible  that  Jealousy  had  been  "walking"  on  words? 

Envy  is  the  "rottenness  of  the  bones,"  according  to  Proverbs  14:30.  The  indication 
is  that  envy  can  destroy  the  physical  body  as  well  as  the  spiritual  body.  In  Romans  1:29, 
30,  envy  is  listed  with  such  grave  unfavorables  as  unrighteousness,  fornication,  wickedness, 
covetousness,  maliciousness,  murder,  deceit,  backbiting,  hating  God,  inventing  evil  things, 
and  others.    A  nice  group  to  belong  to,  isn't  it?  .  .  . 

Of  course  the  only  cure  for  jealousy  is  love— something  we  "overtalk"  but  "underdo." 
Love  is  the  foundation  of  all  truth,  and  not  patched-up  or  varnished-over  or  distorted  truth, 
eitherl  Jealousy  can  take  the  truth  and  make  it  evil.  Jealousy  can  take  an  innocent  pre- 
dicament and  turn  it  into  a  compromising  situation  with  disgraceful  undertones.  Jealousy 
can  make  a  social  gathering  a  drunken  brawl,  simply  because  the  jealous  person  was  not 
able  to  attend  or  did  not  receive  an  invitation.  Someone  possessing  a  sour-grape  attitude 
can  condemn  a  certain  individual  for  merely  having  a  good  time,  when  in  comparison  his 
(the  criticizer's )  good  times  are  of  an  evil  nature.  This  is  where  the  injunction  to  "judge 
not"  enters  in. 

Would-be  do-gooders  can  never  accomplish  an  honorable  end  by  exercising  envy. 
Undue  criticism  is  not  good;  and  though  one  may  not  subscribe  to  the  belief  that  one 
should  not  "talk  about  his  neighbor,"  one  must  remember  that  Jesus  himself  often  sat  down 
with  the  publicans  and  sinners  and  received  much  criticism  in  doing  so.  Certainly  our 
Lord  did  not  partake  of  their  sins;  rather,  He  cast  favorable  influence  upon  them  by  His 
abstinence  from  their  evil  indulgences  and  showed  them  that  a  real  Christian  is  a  Chris- 
tian despite  the  prevailing  circumstances.  Jesus  had  to  contend  with  jealousy  as  long  as 
He  lived,  and  so  shall  we. 

Be  that  as  it  may,  we  cannot  help  but  issue  this  advice:  Be  careful  where  you  cast 
your  evil  beams.  Just  as  sure  as  you  aim  your  ray  at  another,  someone  else's  eye  is  on 
you— and  with  equal  evil.    Sometimes  guns  backfire,  you  know.  .  .  . 
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THE  FREE  WILL  BAPTIS" 


by 

RUTH  LANGLEY  NEWSOME 
Wilson,  North  Carolina 


i 

•  HE  Red  Cross  volunteer  came  into 
ii  my  room,  handed  me  about  six  let- 
ters, smiled,  and  remarked  that  it  was 
3  beautiful  day.  Beautiful!  I  thought. 
How  could  it  be  beautiful  "shut  up"  in 
jthis  hospital  room,  not  even  allowed  to 
iget  off  the  bed?  She  was  up  and  could 
walk  in  the  bright  sunshine.  She  could 
see  the  beauty. 

I'm  sure  I  had  a  frown  on  my  face  as 
picked  up  my  first  card,  I  looked  at  it 
and  a  smile  tickled  the  corners  of  my 
mouth.  I  could  tell  by  the  handwriting 
lat  it  was  from  "Granny"  Wilson.  Her 
messages  had  cheered  me  many  times 
>efore.  I  pulled  the  card  out  and  read 
the  hand-written  message.  "Dear  Ruth, 
we  miss  you  so  much  at  Sunday  school 
and  church."  A  few  more  lines  and  she 
added,  "All  my  love,  Granny  Wilson." 

That  was  a  love  letter  straight  from 
the  heart.  Granny  Wilson  wrote  only 
love  letters.  She  did  not  know  how  to 
write  any  other.  Just  reading  Granny's 
signature  put  me  in  a  better  frame  of 
mind.  I  began  to  think  of  all  the  love 
letters  I  had  received  since  I  was  put  in 
room  530.  Love  letters— call  them  cards 
if  you  will.  I  did  get  my  share  of  real 
letters  from  family,  friends,  and  neigh- 
bors. Now  the  day  seemed  much  bright- 
er. The  Red  Cross  lady  was  right— it 
was  a  beautiful  day. 

I  lay  there  relaxed;  after  all,  that  was 
about  all  I  could  do.  Then  I  thought 
about  letters— love  letters.   Love  letters 


come  in  a  variety  of  different  ways,  each 
different,  yet  each  alike. 

The  first  love  letter  came  to  me  when 
I  was  four  years  old.  It  had  my  very 
own  name  on  it.  It  was  from  a  beloved 
married  sister  and  told  of  her  love  for 
me.   I  kept  that  letter  for  years. 

There  were  letters  from  schoolmates,- 
later  letters  from  a  special  someone,-  let- 
ters from  my  mother,-  when  with  my  own 
family,  I  was  living  faraway,  letters  that 
kept  me  in  touch  with  home,-  loving  let- 
ters from  a  loving  mother.  Letters  from 
Girl  Scout  camp  saying,  "Dear  Mom,  I'm 
homesick,  but  we  are  going  swimming 
tomorrow.  I  love  you  and  Dad,  Jo." 
Then  the  youngest  off  to  a  different 
camp:  Paris  Island,  Camp  Pendleton, 
Okinawa,-  then  one  day  a  letter  came: 
"Mom,  I'm  off  for  Vietnam— all  my  love 
to  you  and  Dad,  Billy." 

Oh!  the  letters  that  flew  across  the 
ocean.  Then  the  living  love  letter  that 
came  back  so  straight  and  tall  and  proud 
of  a  job  well-done.  I  was  one  of  the 
lucky  ones. 

There  have  been  other  love  letters  in 
my  life:  the  letter  of  encouragement 
from  a  dear  teacher  after  the  death  of 
my  father,  and  I  had  to  quit  school.  She 
gave  me  the  lift  I  needed.  A  special  let- 
ter from  a  missionary  and  some  from 
young  ladies  that  had  been  in  my  Sun- 
day school  class  and  had  moved  away. 
My  heart  thrills  today  when  I  receive 
one:  "Dear  Grandma,  .  .  .  Love,  Patty, 
Jerry,  or  Mickey,"  whichever  the  case 
may  be. 

All  these  letters,  and  many,  many 
more  have  been  important  to  me.  They 
have  made  my  life  richer,  fuller,  and 
sweeter.  They  have  left  their  mark  on 
me. 

The  most  important  letters  of  all  to 
me  are  the  love  letters  of  my  heavenly 
Father.  I  read  them  over  and  over  again. 
The  more  I  read  them,  the  sweeter  they 
seem.  The  Bible  is  one  continuous  love 
letter  from  Genesis  to  Revelation.  It 
tells  of  the  greatest  love  that  ever  was— 
a  love  so  great  that  God  sent  His  only 
Son  to  die  for  me  so  my  sins  would  be 
washed  away  in  His  precious  blood. 

I  also  am  a  letter— a  living  letter.  Peo- 
ple are  reading  my  life  each  day.  They 
are  watching  what  I  do,  say,  where  I  go, 
the  company  I  keep,  and  how  I  witness 
for  Him.  Therefore,  I  must  be  careful 
how  I  write  this  letter  of  my  life.  Peo- 
ple who  cannot  or  will  not  read  the  writ- 
ten Word,  will  have  no  trouble  reading 
this  letter  of  my  life. 

Yes,  it  is  a  beautiful  day  for  it  ".  .  . 


In  AAemoriam 
Mrs.  Zula  AAcLawhorn 

It  was  on  March  7,  1972,  that  the 
death  angel  visited  the  home  of  "Aunt 
Zula"  and  took  her  spirit  to  be  with  our 
Lord.  She  was  82  years  old  and  had  just 
told  her  son  that  she  would  be  ready  to 
go  off  with  him  in  a  few  minutes.  She 
was  also  ready  to  go  off  to  be  with  her 
Lord.  Her  life  was  a  daily  testimony 
for  Him. 

"Aunt  Zula"  was  not  rich  in  this 
world's  material  things,  but  she  was 
rich  in  the  love  of  God  and  His  people, 
and  that  is  the  most  important.  She  was 
a  good  influence  on  everyone  whose  life 
she  touched.  She  was  a  member  of  the 
Ayden,  North  Carolina,  Free  Will  Baptist 
Church. 

On  her  death  bed,  my  mother  asked 
"Aunt  Zula"  to  be  the  second  mother  to 
her  children.  I  will  always  remember 
her  arms  of  love  around  me  when  we 
met.  If  any  members  of  our  family 
were  sick,  we  always  sent  for  "Aunt 
Zula." 

It  broke  our  hearts  to  lose  her,  but 
we  are  glad  the  Lord  knows  best.  Since 
her  passing,  a  number  of  her  loved  ones 
have  passed  away.  Had  she  been  living, 
I  know  she  would  have  been  so  sad. 

She  left  behind  to  mourn  their  loss 
five  Christian  sons  and  daughters  and  a 
host  of  friends  and  relatives. 

We  miss  her  so, 
But  God  knew  best 
When  He  took  her  home 
Forevermore  to  rest. 

We  want  to  live 

Our  daily  lives, 

So  when  Jesus  comes 

We'll  meet  Him  in  the  skies. 

Up  there  on  heaven's 
Bright  golden  streets, 
I  know  "Aunt  Zula" 
We'll  be  sure  to  meet. 

Up  there  there'll  be 

No  tear-stained  eyes,- 

There'll  be  no  more  sadness, 

Farewells,  or  good-byes. 

Written  by  her  neice, 
Cora  Lee  Harris 


Always  listen  to  the  opinions  of 
others.  It  probably  won't  do  you  any 
good  but  it  will  them. 


is  the  day  which  the  LORD  hath  made; 
we  will  rejoice  and  be  glad  in  it"  (Psalm 

118:24). 
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SUNDAY,  MARCH  10 
Scripture  Reading— Joshua  23:11 

His  Preference 
The  son  of  Bishop  Berkeley  once  asked 
his  father  what  was  the  difference  between 
the  cherubim  and  seraphim.  His  father 
replied  that  the  word  "cherubim"  came 
from  a  Hebrew  word  signifying  "knowl- 
edge," and  that  "seraphim"  came  from  a 
Hebrew  word  meaning  "burning"  from 
which  it  was  inferred  that  the  cherubim 
were  spirits  famed  for  their  knowledge, 
while  the  seraphim  were  famed  for  their 
burning  love.  The  boy  said,  "I  hope  when 
I  die  I  shall  be  a  seraph,  for  I  would  rath- 
er love  God  than  know  all  things."— From 
Pure  Religion  by  Rev.  VV.  L.  Mackenzie. 
Prayer  Thought 
Great  intelligence  is  not  a  requirement 
for  entry  into  heaven.  All  that  is  neces- 
sary are  a  sincere  love  of  God  and  a  heart 
willing  to  do  God's  work. 

MONDAY,  MARCH  11 
Scripture  Reading— Hebrews  13:1 

Love  Covers 
I  received  a  fine  letter  from  a  friend  in 
Switzerland.  It  is  difficult  for  him  to  write 
in  English,  and  he  naturally  was  aware  of 
some  unique  usages  of  the  language.  How- 
ever, he  made  it  all  seem  very  beautiful  as 
he  ended  with  the  sentence,  "The  mistakes 
you  will  cover  with  the  coat  of  love."  How 
necessary  it  is  that  we  have  that  great  love 
in  our  hearts  toward  our  friends!  We  all 
make  so  many  mistakes  in  life!  Our  real 
friends  always  seem  to  understand  because 
they  cover  our  mistakes  with  their  love.— 
L.  L.  Huffman  in  Telescope-Messenger. 
Prayer  Thought 
Love  enables  us  to  overlook  petty  faults 
in  those  around  us.  A  little  more  love  and 
a  little  less  criticism  would  make  this  world 
a  much  nicer  place  in  which  to  live. 

TUESDAY,  MARCH  12 
Scripture  Reading— John  15:12 
Perfect  Love 
Slow  to  suspect— quick  to  trust. 
Slow  to  condemn— quick  to  justify, 
Slow  to  offend— quick  to  defend, 
Slow  to  expose— quick  to  shield, 
Slow  to  reprimand— quick  to  forbear, 


Slow  to  belittle— quick  to  appreciate, 
Slow  to  demand— quick  to  give, 
Slow  to  provoke— quick  to  conciliate, 
Slow  to  hinder— quick  to  help, 
Slow  to  resent— quick  to  forgive. 

—Herald  of  Holiness. 
Prayer  Thought 
Perfect  love  is  impossible  for  human  be- 
ings to  attain,  but  an  honest  endeavor  to 
love  as  near  to  perfection  as  possible  will 
bring  about  contentment  and  an  inner 
peace. 

WEDNESDAY,  MARCH  13 
Scripture  Reading— Psalm  5:11 
God  Controls  Fire 
A  Chinese  Christian  had  been  asked  to 
give  to  a  fund  to  be  expended  in  sacrifice 
to  idols  as  an  insurance  of  his  house  against 
fire.  He  declined,  on  the  ground  that  he 
trusted  in  the  living  God,  and  idols  could 
not  save  from  fire.  When  the  idolatrous 
ceremony  was  over,  fire  broke  out  in  the 
street  where  his  home  was  and  burned  over 
one  hundred  and  twenty  houses.  When  the 
flames  were  coming  nearer  and  nearer  to  his 
house  they  tried  to  persuade  him  to  re- 
move his  furniture,  but  he  refused,  and  in 
their  presence  prayed  to  God  to  show  that 
He  was  indeed  the  Lord  of  hosts  who  could 
send  legions  of  angels  to  deliver  him,  if 
need  be,  from  so  great  a  calamity.  Nearer 
and  nearer  came  the  fire,  until  only  one 
house  stood  between  his  own  house  and 
the  flames.  Suddenly  there  was  a  change 
of  wind  and  his  house  was  saved.— New 
Century  Leader. 

Prayer  Thought 
Through  faith  we  help  show  others  the 
way  to  Christ.  Faith  relieves  us  of  many 
tensions  and  worries.  Turn  your  problems 
over  to  God  and  have  faith  that  He  will 
take  care  of  them. 

THURSDAY,  MARCH  14 
Scripture  Reading— Matthew  11:29 

Absolute  Submission 
In  a  home  for  deaf  mutes,  a  distinguish- 
ed visitor  was  watching  a  class,  when  he 
suddenly  requested  that  he  might  be  per- 
mitted to  ask  a  question  and  have  the  chil- 
dren answer  it  on  the  blackboard.  And  so 
he  had  the  question  translated  into  their 
sign  language:  "Could  any  of  you  children 
tell  why  it  is  that  God  has  permitted  you 
to  be  so  strangely  and  sadly  afflicted  by 
the  loss  of  your  natural  organs  of  speech 
and  hearing?" 

There  was  a  great  silence.  The  principal 
was  much  embarrassed.  The  teachers, 
feeling  that  it  was  a  strange  and  perhaps 
improper  question  to  ask,  hung  their 
heads. 

But  one  little  lad  raised  his  hand,  and 
stepping  to  the  blackboard,  wrote:  "Even 
so,  Father;  for  so  it  seemed  good  in  thy 
sight." 

Tears  fell  from  the  eyes  of  the  stranger, 
and  the  lesson  was  never  forgotten.  This 
is  the  foundation  of  all  character  and  all 


morals;  absolute  submission  of  the  will^l 
man  to  the  will  of  our  Father  in  heaven.- 
B.  Simpson  in  Alliance  Weekly. 

Prayer  Thought 
We  must  accept  hardships  and  misfi 
tune.  God  has  never  promised  we  will  t 
have  difficulties  to  bear,  He  has  only  prm 
ised  strength  in  our  oppression. 

FRIDAY,  MARCH  15 
Scripture  Reading— Psalm  51:10 

Broken  Christians 
A  very  poor  man  lived  alone  in  his  litt 
hut.    One  day  a  wealthy  man  came  to  bi 
his  hut.    The  poor  man  decided  to  sell 
and  went  about  the  place  patching  the  roll 
and  repairing  it  carefully,  feeling  a  sen] 
of  pride  that  the  rich  man  should  desil 
his  hut.  After  the  money  was  paid,  the  nel 
owner  began  at  once   to   tear   down  til 
shack.    The  poor,  bewildered  man  shou] 
ed  out  to  him,  "Don't  tear  down  my  litti 
home.    I  have  repaired  it  all  so  nicely 
But  the  wealthy  man  replied,  "I  do  n<j 
want  your  shack;  I  only  want  the  site,  thj 
corner  lot." 

So,  beloved,  the  Lord  does  not  want  tfi 
self  in  you  patched  up.  He  cannot  use  yo 
except  self  is  broken  down,  and  you  ca 
give  Him  the  site,  as  it  were-an  empty  lif 
that  He  can  fill  with  His  fullness.-Mood 
Monthly. 

Prayer  Thought 
Our  bodies  do  not  interest  God;  our  soul 
are  His  concern.  Take  care  that  the  proper 
ties  of  our  souls  remain  intact. 

SATURDAY,  MARCH  16 
Scripture  Reading-Proverbs  15:13 
The  Inner  Man  Shining  Through 
A  friend  and  I  were  speaking  of  a  verj 
fine  Christian  woman  whose  testimony  foi 
Christ  is  well  known.    She  is  a  woman  o> 
lovely   countenance.     I  remarked   to  mj 
friend  that  this  lady's  face  seemed  to  grow 
lovelier  in  her  old  age.     "Oh,"  said  my 
friend,   "that's   her    'inner    man'  shininf 
through."— Personal  Experience. 

Prayer  Thought 
We  may  think  we  are  capable  of  deceiv- 
ing those  around  us  but  in  spite  of  all,  out! 
inner  selves  will  show  through. 

(Devotions  used  by  permission,  Knight'i 
Master  Book  of  New  Illustrations,  Eerd-' 
mans  Press.) 


WANTED 

Cragmont  fs  in  need  of  a  dietician 
for  summer  camp  at  Black  Mountain, 
North  Carolina.  Room  and  board  will 
be  furnished  and  salary  is  negotiable. 
Anyone  interested  contact  Mr.  Bill 
Davenport,  Route  1,  Box  610-A,  New- 
port, North  Carolina  28570;  telephone 
(919)  726-4571. 
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by  the  Rev.  R.  P.  Harris 


Scriptural  Basis:  "Let  us  hear  the  con- 
lusion  of  the  whole  matter  (the  realm 
f  human  concern):  Fear  God,  and  keep 
le  commandments:  for  this  is  the  whole 
uty  of  man"  (Ecclesiastes  12:13). 

y\arVs  Duty  to  Hear  the 
Word  of  God 

(Part  2) 

It  is  impossible  for  anyone  to  have 
iaith  in  God  without  first  hearing  His 
yord.  "So  then  faith  cometh  by  hear- 
ng,  and  hearing  by  the  word  of  God" 
Romans  10:17).  The  hearing  of  God's 
Vord  is  requisite  to  one  having  faith  be- 
iause  it  conditions  one's  mind  and  pre- 
pares him  for  the  entrance  of  faith.  This 
!s  made  possible  because  the  mind  re- 
axes  and  lets  go  of  several  forbidding 
Ingredients:  attachments  to  generally  ac- 
:epted  worldly  interpretations  of  life  and 
luman  beliefs.  Many  beliefs  are  images 
)f  tradition  or  pagan  fantasies  from  fic- 
titious happenings  such  as  the  Greek 
nyths,  pagan  stories  pertaining  to  the 
stars,  planets,  and  outer  space. 

There  is  also  the  ingredient  of  doubt 
:oncerning  man's  origin  and  his  eternal 
destination.  Many  believe  man  to  be 
Jonly  an  earthly  being,  coming  into  ex- 
istence by  an  act  of  nature  and  passing 
away  into  insignificance.  The  Word  of 
;God  changes  our  minds  and  supplies  us 
with  the  evidence  needed  to  satisfy  our 
minds  and  give  us  a  corrected  and  satis- 
factory analysis  of  heathen  interpreta- 
tions and  reasoning.  The  mind  being 
filled  with  earthly  interpretations  has 
to  clear  these  out  by  replacing  them 
with  more  reasonable  and  plausible  in- 
terpretations. The  Word  of  God  has  the 
power  and  the  knack  for  doing  this.  For 
(example,  if  you  were  in  a  totally  dark 


room  and  you  had  never  been  in  this 
room  before,  you  would  have  to  use  your 
imagination  as  to  what  things  there 
might  be  in  the  room.  You  could  use 
the  sense  of  touch  and  be  right  about 
some  of  the  things,  but  you  could  not  be 
absolutely  certain  unless  or  until  light 
is  introduced  and  you  were  able  to  per- 
ceive for  certain.  The  Word  of  God  is 
the  light  of  the  world  and  Jesus  Christ 
is  the  Word  of  God  Incarnate.  There- 
fore, Jesus  is  the  light  of  the  world. 

The  entrance  of  light  into  the  human 
mind  then  is  controlled  by  the  individual 
himself.  Christ  will  not  force  Himself 
upon  man.  Everyone  who  receives  light 
does  so  with  his  own  will.  Some  do  not 
because  they  have  not  the  understanding 
or  the  ability  to  grasp  the  revelation,- 
the  Word  of  God  alone  can  do  this.  So, 
one  must  look  into  God's  Word  and  lis- 
ten when  He  speaks  if  he  is  to  have  the 
light  of  life.  We  need  to  pray,  "Lord, 
make  me  willing  to  see  the  light  and 
believe  thy  Word  with  an  active,  moving 
faith." 

When  one  believes  and  releases  his 
faith  it  is  like  taking  the  brakes  off  a 
vehicle  that  is  made  to  run  full  speed- 
there  are  no  brakes  to  slow  it  down  or 
to  stop  it.  The  sins  of  man  can  slow 
down  the  active  faith  and  prevent  it 
from  moving  out  to  accomplish  its  pur- 
poses. This  clarifies  the  statement: 
"Let  go  and  let  God."  A  knowledge  of 
God's  Word  alone  can  explain  all  these 
hang-ups,  doubts,  and  disbeliefs  which 
drive  a  man  into  eternal  destruction  and 
torment. 

Man's  whole  duty,  then,  is  to  hear  the 
Word  of  God  for  salvation  and  an  eternal 
heavenly  home. 


EARLY  TRAINING 

"The  place  to  begin  training  your 
child  is  in  the  high  chair;  the  electric 
chair  is  too  late."— The  Hon.  Burton  Tur- 
kus. 


Churches  and  Ministers 
Available 

(Note:  This  column  is  provided,  when 
needed,  for  any  church  that  is  seeking  a 
pastor  and  for  any  minister  who  is  seeking 
a  church  to  serve  and  would  like  to  give 
such  notice.  Please  send  the  necessary  in- 
formation to  the  editor  of  "The  Free  Will 
Baptist."  Each  notice  will  run  for  two  is- 
sues only. ) 


The  Rev.  Douglas  Skinner  announces 
that  he  is  available  for  pastoral  duties  in 
North  Carolina.  He  returned  to  North 
Carolina  March  1,  1974,  after  completing 
his  education  at  Oakland  City  College, 
Oakland  City,  Indiana.  Any  church  de- 
siring his  services  may  contact  him  by 
writing  2517  Trull  Street,  Wilson,  North 
Carolina  27893,  or  by  phoning  243-2729. 

The  Rosebud  Free  Will  Baptist  Church, 
Wilson,  North  Carolina,  will  be  in  need 
of  a  pastor  as  of  June  1,  1974.  Any 
minister  interested  in  serving  the  needs 
of  this  church  is  asked  to  contact  Mr. 
J.  W.  Pender,  Route  4,  Box  420,  Wilson, 
North  Carolina  27893;  or  he  might  tele- 
phone 237-3543  after  6  p.m. 


ATTENTION  AUXILIARIES! 

NEED  HELP  WITH  YOUR  AUXILIARY  ORGANIZATION? 
if  so 

CONTACT  YOUR  STATE  FIELD  REPRESENTATIVE 

HATTIE  ADCOX  BRIGHT 

Box  202 

BLADENBORO,  NORTH  CAROLINA  28320 


Attention  Ministers 

Due  to  the  gas  shortage,  a  sugges- 
tion has  been  made  to  charter  a  bus 
for  the  Annual  Ministers'  Conference 
this  year  at  Cragmont  (June  17-22). 
However,  in  order  to  do  this  we  must 
know  the  number  of  ministers  and 
wives  who  would  be  interested  in  rid- 
ing the  bus.  If  interested,  please 
notify  the  Rev.  Gene  B.  Brttt,  secre- 
tary of  Ministerial  Association,  Route 
2,  Box  13-A,  Middlesex,  North  Caro- 
lina 27557. 
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Revival  Services  Scheduled 
For  Riverside  Church 


Revival  services  are  scheduled  for 
Riverside  Free  Will  Baptist  Church,  Route 
1,  Princeton,  North  Carolina,  for  the 
week  of  March  11-15.  The  visiting 
evangelist  will  be  the  Rev.  Wayne  King,  a 
native  of  Florida.  Services  will  begin 
each  evening  at  7:45  with  the  pastor, 
the  Rev.  Joe  Johnson,  assisting.  Special 
music  will  also  be  rendered  each  evening. 
The  public  is  cordially  invited  to  attend. 

Lee's  Chapel  Reports 
Years  of  Progress 

On  February  1,  1965,  the  Lee's  Chapel 
Free  Will  Baptist  Church,  Route  5,  Dunn, 
North  Carolina,  began  full-time  services 
with  the  Rev.  Henry  W.  Armstrong  as 
their  first  full-time  pastor.  It  has  been 
confessed  by  a  number  of  the  member- 
ship that  this  was  a  step  taken  with 
much  fear  and  trembling.  The  church 
had  an  indebtedness,  had  no  home  for 
the  minister,  and  knew  the  monthly  ex- 
penses would  be  greatly  increased.  Yet, 
there  was  the  firm  belief  that  this  was 
in  the  will  of  God  for  the  church.  Time 
has  proven  that  they  had  rightly  dis- 
cerned His  will,  for  God  has  richly  bless- 
ed His  work.  In  the  nine  years  since 
this  step,  the  old  indebtedness  has  been 
paid,  a  beautiful   parsonage  has  been 


built,  and  the  sanctuary  and  educational 
facilities  have  been  air-conditioned  and 
completely  renovated  on  the  inside  with 
a  baptistery  and  new  upholstered  pews 
added  in  the  sanctuary.  At  the  same 
time,  the  church  has  continued  to  in- 
crease its  support  to  the  denominational 
work  and  in  its  own  community.  Along 
with  the  material  blessings,  God  has 
granted  His  work  here  spiritual  blessings 
with  new  converts  being  added  to  the 
church  each  year. 


Note  Burning  Service 

On  Sunday  morning,  November  18, 
1973,  in  its  Thanksgiving  service,  a 
thankful  people  dedicated  a  completely 
debt-free,  renovated  sanctuary  and  edu- 
cational facilities,  along  with  the  par- 
sonage, to  the  Lord.  At  the  same  time, 
the  members  pledged  a  renewed  dedica- 
tion of  themselves  to  His  service  and  to 
spread  the  gospel  unto  the  uttermost 
parts  of  the  earth.  They  beseech  their 
fellow  Christians  to  pray  that  they  may 
continue  to  be  faithful  in  their  commit- 
ment to  the  Lord.  Their  prayer  is,  in  the 
words  of  the  psalmist,  "0  magnify  the 
LORD  with  me,  and  let  us  exalt  his  name 
together"  (Psalm  34:3). 

Eastern  District  Youth 
Convention,  Moseley's  Creek 

The  Eastern  District  Youth  Convention 
will  convene  with  Moseley's  Creek  Free 


Will  Baptist  Church,  Dover,  North  Caro 
lina,  Saturday,  March  16,  at  9:30  a.rna 
All  declamations  and  essays  should  al- 
ready be  sent  in,  along  with  the  entries 
for  the  Bible  Bowl  Quiz.  For  further  in- 
formation contact  Melody  R.  Wall,  Route 
1,  Pink  Hill,  North  Carolina  28572. 

New  Sandy  Hill  Church 
Revival,  March  19-23 

Revival  services  will  be  held  at  New 
Sandy  Hill  Free  Will  Baptist  Churchy 
Route  1,  Bailey,  North  Carolina,  the  week 
of  March  19-23,  beginning  each  even-ii 
ing  at  7:30.  The  visiting  evangelist  willi 
be  the  Rev.  C.  L.  Patrick,  pastor  of  Free' 
Union  Free  Will  Baptist  Church  near 
Walstonburg,  North  Carolina.  The  pas- 
tor, the  Rev.  Billy  R.  Jordan,  will  be  as- 
sisting in  the  services  which  will  feature, 
special  music  each  evening.  The  pastor, 
and  the  church  membership  request  the, 
prayers  of  everyone  in  the  behalf  of  thisi 
revival.  The  public  is  cordially  invited! 
to  attend. 

Ormondsville  Sunday  School 
Awards  45th  Attendance  Pin 

On  Sunday,  February  24,  during  Sun- 
day school  at  Ormondsville  Free  Will 
Baptist  Church,  Route  1,  Ayden,  North 
Carolina,  Superintendent  James  E.  John- 
son awarded  to  Mr.  Edward  "Bud"  Bow- 
en  an  attendance  pin  for  45  years  of 
Sunday  school  perfect  attendance.  In 
making  the  presentation,  Mr.  Johnson 
numerated  the  many  things  Mr.  Bowen 
had,  and  is,  doing  for  the  church,  Sun- 
day school,  and  community.  He  pointed 
out  that  during  the  past  several  years 


Coming  Events  .  .  . 

March  9— North  Carolina  State  League 
Convention,  First  Free  Will  Baptist 
Church,  Durham,  North  Carolina 

March  16— Eastern  District  Youth  Con-, 
vention,  Moseley's  Creek  Free  Will  Bap- 
tist Church,  Dover,  North  Carolina, 
9:30  A.M. 

March  23— Central  Conference  District 
Youth  Convention,  Gum  Swamp  Free 
Will  Baptist  Church,  B  e  I  v  o  i  r,  Pitt 
County,  North  Carolina 

April  5-7-Free  Will  Baptist  Camo-Out, 
Eagle's  Nest  Conference  Center,  Mount 
Olive  College,  Mount  Olive,  North  Caro- 
lina 

April  20— North  Carolina  State  Sunday 
School  Convention,  Mount  Olive  Col- 
lege, Mount  Olive,  North  Carolina,-  Reg- 
istration, 9  A.  M. 


6 


THE  FREE  WILL  BAPTIST 


at  no  one  ever  gave  a  thought  as  to 
whether  the  church  would  be  warm  for 
ervices  during  the  winter  months  or 
ool  during  the  summer  for  "Bud"  al- 
ways looked  out  for  this.  He  also  stated 
I  hat  he  thought  this  was  a  record  for 
perfect  attendance  for  this  Sunday  school 
Mnd  challenged  others  to  try  to  reach 
t  his  goal. 

I  At  the  present  Mr.  Bowen  is  serving 
Ik  treasurer  of  the  Sunday  school. 

Wooten's  Chapel  Sunday  School 
[Awards  Attendance  Pins 

On  a  recent  Sunday,  the  superinten- 
dent of  Wooten's  Chapel  Free  Will  Bap- 
iist  Sunday  School,  Route  3,  Raleigh, 
North  Carolina,  presented  perfect  attend- 
ance awards  to  those  members  who  had 
attended  Sunday  school  each  Sunday  for 
line  past  year.  For  some  it  was  their 
lirst  year  to  achieve  perfect  attendance, 
[for  others  it  was  for  a  long  period  of 
time. 


■  j 

:  r  • 

Jfttf 

By  far  the  most  outstanding  achieve- 
ment was  for  twenty-six  years  of  perfect 
attendance.  This  was  achieved  by  Mr. 
H.  H.  Pollard.  Pictured  above  is  Mr.  Pol- 
lard receiving  his  twenty-sixth  year 
award  from  Superintendent  D.  J.  Penny. 

Not  only  does  Mr.  Pollard  attend  Sun- 
day school  regularly,  but  he  is  a  faith- 
ful and  willing  worker. 

Taylor  Hill  to  Conduct 
Verona  Revival 

The  Rev.  Taylor  Hill,  pastor  of  the 
Eastwood  Free  Will  Baptist  Church,  Fay- 
etteville,  North  Carolina,  will  be  the 
guest  minister  for  revival  services  at  the 
Verona,  North  Carolina,  Free  Will  Bap- 
tist Church  the  week  of  March  11-15. 
Services  will  begin  each  evening  at  7:30 
with  the  pastor,  the  Rev.  Edward  Ford- 
ham,  assisting  Mr.  Hill.  Mr.  Fordham 
and  the  church  membership  invite  the 
public  to  attend. 


Central  Conference  Layman's 
League  Fellowship 

The  Free  Will  Baptist  Children's  Home, 
Middlesex,  North  Carolina,  will  be  host 
to  the  Central  Conference  Layman's 
League  Fellowship,  Saturday,  March  9, 
at  4  p.m.  This  is  a  very  special  meeting 
in  that  you  will  have  a  chance  to  see  the 
children  at  the  Home  as  well  as  see  what 
can  be  done  to  improve  the  Home  and 
make  such  plans. 

Mr.  Henry  P.  Beaman,  promotional  sec- 
retary, states:  "This  notice  is  directed 
to  all  Free  Will  Baptist  men  of  the  Cen- 
tral Conference.  Some  are  members  of 
the  Layman's  League,  others  are  not. 
Once  every  three  months  the  Layman's 
Leagues  of  the  various  churches  assemble 
with  a  host  church  for  the  Layman's 
League  Fellowship.  If  your  church  does 
not  have  such  a  league,  please  see  that 
you  have  several  representatives  present 
at  this  meeting  and  begin  to  plan  for 
such  an  organization.  If  you  have  a 
league  but  it  is  not  a  member  of  the  fel- 
lowship, please  attend  and  make  plans 
to  join. 

"If  your  league  is  a  member  of  the  Lay- 
man's League  Fellowship,  we  will  be 
looking  forward  to  having  the  pleasure 
of  meeting  with  the  men  of  your  group. 
And,  of  course,  all  visitors  are  welcome." 

Free  Union  Church 
Announces  Revival 

The  Free  Union  Free  Will  Baptist 
Church,  Route  2,  Walstonburg,  North 
Carolina,  announces  revival  services  for 
the  week  of  March  10-15.  Services  will 
begin  nightly  at  7:30  with  the  Rev.  Nor- 
man Ard  as  the  guest  evangelist.  In  ad- 
dition to  the  gospel  message  each  even- 
ing, there  will  be  a  program  of  sacred 
music.  The  pastor,  the  Rev.  C.  L.  Pat- 
rick, will  be  assisting  in  the  services. 
He  and  the  church  members  extend  a 
very  cordial  invitation  to  the  public  to 
attend. 

Johnston  Union  Church  Entertains 
Pastor  and  His  Wife 

Saturday  evening,  February  23,  the 
Johnston  Union  Free  Will  Baptist  Church, 
Route  1,  Clayton,  North  Carolina,  enter- 
tained its  pastor  and  his  wife,  the  Rev. 
and  Mrs.  Eddie  Edwards,  with  a  covered- 
dish  supper  in  the  education  building  of 
the  church.  The  Edwards  were  present- 
ed gifts  as  a  token  of  appreciation  for 
their  work  of  five  years  and  seven 
months  at  Johnston  Union  church. 

Ruth  L.  Warrick,  church  reporter, 
states:  "Brother  Edwards  will  begin  the 
pastorate  of  Juniper  Chapel  Free  Will 


Baptist  Church,  Vanceboro,  North  Caro- 
lina, the  first  of  March.  He  is  a  dedi- 
cated man  of  God  and  as  the  Apostle 
Paul  commended  his  fellow  laborers  in 
Christ,  so  do  we  commend  him  to  his 
new  fellowship  with  saints.  We  pray 
that  he  will  have  a  fruitful  ministry  there 
as  he  has  had  at  Johnston  Union." 

Mr.  Edwards  is  a  member  of  the  Cape 
Fear  Conference  and  has  served  as  as- 
sistant moderator  of  the  Union  Meet- 
ing. He  and  Mrs.  Edwards  are  natives 
of  Rockingham,  North  Carolina.  Their 
two  children:  Mrs.  Johnny  Crowson  and 
Eddie  Edwards  Jr.  and  their  families,  live 
in  Rockingham. 

Grimsley  Revival  Slated 
For  March  11-16 

Revival  services  are  scheduled  for 
March  11-16  at  the  Grimsley  Free  Will 
Baptist  Church,  Route  1,  Snow  Hill,  North 
Carolina,  with  the  Rev.  Jack  Mayo,  pas- 
tor of  the  Winterville,  North  Carolina, 
Free  Will  Baptist  Church,  serving  as 
guest  evangelist.  The  time  of  the  ser- 
vices is  7:45  p.m.  Grimsley's  pastor,  the 
Rev.  Tom  Miller,  will  assist  the  evange- 
list in  the  services  which  will  feature 
special  music  each  evening.  The  public 
is  cordially  invited  to, attend. 


If  you  aspire  to  the  assignment  of 
big  jobs,  be  faithful  in  the  performance 
of  little  ones. 


the 

VISION 

A  terrifying pmphecy  of  Doomsday 
that  is  stalling  to  happen  no\  \ :' 

David 
Wilkerson 

The. Author  of  tilt' 
X'fiihimi/lion-Co/n  Bestseller 
The  Crow  and  the  Sw  itchblade 


"The  Vision,"  along  with  other  books 
by  David  Wilkerson,  may  be  purchased 
at  the  AYDEN  BIBLE  AND  BOOKSTORE, 
811  North  Lee  Street,  Ayden,  North 
Carolina  28513,  also  at  any  of  the  branch 
stores  at  Smithfield,  New  Bern,  and  Wil- 
son, North  Carolina. 
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MOUNT  OLIVE.  NORTH  CAROLINA 


College  Board  of 
Trustees  Meet 

Authorization  for  Mount  Olive  College 
to  proceed  with  fund-raising  plans  and 
the  preparation  of  preliminary  architec- 
tural designs  for  a  College  Union  and  a 
Physical  Education  Center  have  been  giv- 
en by  the  College  Board  of  Trustees. 

President  W.  Burkette  Raper  an- 
nounced that  the  board  at  its  winter 
meeting  this  week  designated  a  previous 
$100,000  gift  by  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Robert 
A.  Whorton  of  Pamlico  County,  North 
Carolina,  for  the  College  Union  and  di- 
rected that  definite  plans  be  prepared 
to  seek  additional  funds  for  both  the 
College  Union  and  Physical  Education 
Center. 

After  hearing  reports  from  the  stu- 
dents, alumni,  Free  Will  Baptist  denomi- 
national meetings,  and  the  personnel  of 
the  College  relative  to  senior  college 
status,  the  board  went  "on  record  as 
recognizing  the  distinct  advantages  of 
Mount  Olive  becoming  a  fully-accredited, 
four-year,  degree-granting  college,"  and 
called  upon  the  church  constituency  and 
friends  of  the  College  to  provide  the 
funds,  resources,  and  endowment  that 
will  enable  Mount  Olive  College  to 
strengthen  and  prepare  itself  at  the 
earliest  possible  date  for  further  evalua- 
tion and  consideration  relative  to  its  be- 
coming a  senior  college. 

After  studying  the  cost  and  accredita- 
tion requirements  for  going  to  a  four- 
year  college,  and  evaluating  the  academic 
and  financial  readiness  of  the  College, 
President  Raper  reported  that  the  board 
was  deliberately  careful  not  to  commit 
the  College  to  four-year  status,  but  it  did 
give  favorable  response  to  a  request 
from  the  faculty  that  it  would  reexamine 
the  feasibility  of  senior  college  status 
not  later  than  the  fall  of  1976. 

In  related  action,  the  board  called 
upon  the  administration  and  faculty  "to 
take  appropriate  steps,  promptly,  to 
strengthen  the  academic  posture  of  the 
College  through  a  carefully  designed  pro- 
gram for  the  further  professional  de- 


velopment of  the  faculty,  curriculum 
study,  reform  and  development  relevant 
to  the  mission  of  the  College,  the  needs 
and  interests  of  present  and  future  stu- 
dents, acquisition  of  additional  library  re- 
sources, and  the  continued  development 
and  extension  of  cooperative  education." 

"While  we  believe  Mount  Olive  Col- 
lege has  a  strong  and  distinctive  aca- 
demic program,"  President  Raper  de- 
clared, "we  were  highly  pleased  that  the 
board  authorized  the  retention  of  pro- 
fessional consultant  services  in  the  fur- 
ther development  of  our  total  educa- 
tional program.  Times  change  rapidly, 
and  it  is  the  intention  of  Mount  Olive 
College  to  continue  as  a  leader  in  educa- 
tional development  and  reform." 

Other  items  presented  to  the  board 
included: 

—A  report  from  Mrs.  Mary  J.  Winfield 
of  Pinetown,  chairman  of  the  board's 
committee  on  development,  on  the  role 
of  trustees  in  support  of  institutional 
development. 

—A  report  from  Russell  Duncan,  direc- 
tor of  admissions,  that  applications  for 
1974-75  were  up  11  percent  over  one 
year  ago. 

—A  report  from  President  Raper  that 
gifts  during  the  first  seven  months  of 
the  current  fiscal  year  (July— January) 
were  up  6  percent  over  the  same  period 
last  year. 

—A  report  from  David  C.  Hansley,  sum- 
mer program  director  for  Eagles  Nest, 
that  eight  weeks  of  camp  for  various 
youth  groups  are  being  planned  from 
mid-June  through  mid-August. 

—A  report  from  Charles  Harrell,  busi- 
ness manager,  that  the  College  operated 
on  a  balanced  budget  during  the  first 
half  (July-December)  of  the  1973-74  fis- 
cal year. 

"In  all,  this  session  was  a  highly  sig- 
nificant and  extraordinary  meeting  of 
the  board,"  President  Raper  declared, 
"for  it  laid  the  foundation  for  some  of 
the  most  important  advances  ever  under- 
taken by  the  College.  Every  facet  of 
operation— academic,  student  life,  plant 
development,  and  fiscal  planning— were 


examined  carefully  and  put  in  perspec'' 
tive  for  the  continued  advancement  of 
the  College." 

Members  of  the  Mount  Olive  Collegel 
Board  of  Trustees  include: 

Officers:  Ralph  A.  Morris  of  New  Bern, 
chairman;  James  B.  Hunt  Sr.  of  Lu  i 
cama,  vice-chairman;  and  Hervy  B.' 
Kornegay  of  Mount  Olive,  secretary. 

Academic  Affairs  Committee:  Sam  D, 
Bundy  of  Farmville,  chairman;  L.  B., 
Woodall,  Snow  Hill;  Miss  Louise  Edger- 
ton,  Pikeville,-  Lloyd  Vernon,  Richlands;: 
Ralph  A.  Morris,  New  Bern. 

Student  Affairs  Committee:  Mrs.  Alice 
Barrow  of  Snow  Hill,  chairman;  C.  M., 
Coats,  Smithfield;  Mrs.  Elizabeth 
Kemp,  Goldsboro,-  Hervey  B.  Kornegay,] 
Mount  Olive,-  Harold  "Mac"  Wallace, 
Durham;  William  McLawhorn,  Ayden. 

Business  Affairs  Committee:  Nathan  Gar- 
ner of  Newport,  chairman,-  Robert  By- 
num,  Stantonsburg,-  J.  J.  Grimsley,  Ay- 
den; Arthur  Kennedy,  Pink  Hill;  Ray- 
mond Sasser,  Wilson. 

Development  and  Public  Relations  Com- 
mittee: Mrs.  Mary  Winfield  of  Pine- 
town,  chairman,-  John  N.  Walker, 
Mount  Olive;  David  N.  Henderson,  Wal- 
lace,- Robert  Whorton,  Stonewall;  Gar- 
land Fulcher,  Oriental;  Ray  Warwick, 
Newton  Grove,-  Thomas  Strickland, 
Goldsboro;  James  B.  Hunt  Sr.,  Lucama; 
Harold  Hardison,  Deep  Run. 


GIFTS  TO  AAOYE 
LIBRARY 

Gifts  to  Moye  Library  during  the 
months  of  December,  1973,  and  January, 
1974,  totaled  $616.50,  and  were  as  fol- 
lows: 

In  Memory  Of 

Mrs.  Lena  M.  Banks  by  Mrs.  Faytie  C. 
Gray,  Trenton,  N.  C. 

Mr.  Wiley  Deans  Boykin  by  Mrs.  W. 
R.  Williams,  Pine  Level,  N.  C. 

Mr.  M.  T.  Britton  Jr.  by  Harold,  Joseph, 
and  Willie  Chamblee,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Ruben 
Slaughter,  Hickory  Chapel  Free  Will  Bap- 
tist Church  Choir,  Ladies  Auxiliary  of 
Hickory  Chapel  Free  Will  Baptist  Church, 
Mrs.  0.  E.  and  Miss  Sara  Willoughby,  and 
Mr.  A.  B.  Willoughby  and  sisters,  Ahos- 
kie,  N.  C;  and  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Tommy  Nor- 
ville,  Colerain,  N.  C. 

Mrs.  Alice  B.  Fields  by  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Hardy  Talton  and  Pleasant  Grove  Free 
Will  Baptist  Church,  Pikeville,  N.  C. 

Mrs.  Hettie  E.  Flowers  by  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
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letus  Brock  and  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Eugene 
ryan,  Mount  Olive,  N.  C. 
Mr.  Weldon  Hill  by  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Ran- 
dall Albertson,  Mount  Olive,  N.  C. 

Mr.  Raymond  C.  Ingram  by  Mr.  and 
jMrs.  Doug  Connor,  Mount  Olive,  N.  C. 

Mrs.  Mary  Brilla  Jackson  by  Mr.  and 
|Mrs.  Harvey  Barefoot  and  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
bale  Barefoot,  Dunn,  N.  C;  and  Mr.  Gary 
Barefoot,  Mount  Olive,  N.  C. 

Mr.  Rom  W.  Mallard  by  The  Rev.  and 
Mrs.  Earl  H.  Glenn,  Goldsboro,  N.  C;  and 
Mr.  Gary  Barefoot,  Mount  Olive,  N.  C. 

Mrs.  Bertha  Martin  by  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
[Jimmy  Brock. 

Mrs.  Winnie  C.  Noble  by  Mrs.  Rom 
Mallard,  Trenton,  N.  C.,-  Mr.  Graham  Mal- 
lard, Kinston,  N.  C;  and  Dr.  and  Mrs.  W. 
Burkette  Raper,  Mount  Olive,  N.  C. 
I  Mrs.  Nora  Smith  by  Woman's  Auxiliary 
of  First  Free  Will  Baptist  Church,  Kins- 
Ion,  N.  C. 

Mr.  Coy  Sumner  by  Dr.  and  Mrs.  W. 
Burkette  Raper  and  Mr.  Gene  Mercer, 
Mount  Olive,  N.  C. 

Mrs.  David  Kenneth  Sutton  by  Mr.  and 
H  Mrs.  Robert  Martin,  Mount  Olive,  N.  C. 
Mrs.  Mammie  Tadlock  Sutton  by  Dr. 
and  Mrs.  W.  Burkette  Raper,  Mount 
Olive,  N.  C. 

Mrs.  Mollie  Warren  by  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Sam  Jackson  and  Mr.  and  Mrs.  M.  M. 
Tew,  Dunn,  N.  C. 
Mrs.  Lottie  Williams  by  Woman's  Aux- 
iary  of  First  Free  Will  Baptist  Church, 
Kinston,  N.  C. 

Mr.  Gerald  Abbott  by  Hugo  Free  Will 
Baptist  Church  Youth  Group,  Griffon, 
N.  C. 

Mr.  Samuel  Blair  by  Arapahoe  Free 
Will  Baptist  Church,  Arapahoe,  N.  C. 

Mrs.  Lena  M.  Banks  by  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Sheldon  Howard,  Mount  Olive,  N.  C. 

Mrs.  Carrie  Batts  by  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Ran- 
dall Albertson,  Mount  Olive,  N.  C. 

Mrs.  Ellen  Paul  Bratcher  by  Arapahoe 
Free  Will  Baptist  Church  and  Mrs.  Fannie 
Paul  Swindell,  Aarapahoe,  N.  C. 

Mrs.  Ethel  Brown  by  Mrs.  Avery  Sas- 
ser,  Kenly,  N.  C. 

Mrs.  Octavia  C.  Clements  by  Dr.  and 
Mrs.  W.  Burkette  Raper,  Mount  Olive, 
N.  C. 

Mr.  Daniel  Currie  by  Adult  Sunday 
School  Class  of  Little  Rock  Free  Will  Bap- 
tist Church,  Lucama,  N.  C. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  G.  L.  Daughtry  by  Miss 
Lena  Mae  Sutton,  Faison,  N.  C. 

Mr.  Wiley  Carson  Dilda  by  Mr.  Gary 
Barefoot,  Miss  Jean  Fillingame,  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Sheldon  Howard,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Rob- 
ert Martin,  Mr.  Gene  Mercer,  Mount  Olive 
College  Faculty,  Miss  Pam  Wood,  and 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  John  Walker,  Mount  Olive, 


N.  C;  The  Rev.  and  Mrs.  Earl  Glenn, 
Goldsboro,  N.  C;  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Claude 
Moore,  Turkey,  N.  C;  Mrs.  Lucy  Moor- 
ing, LaGrange,  N.  C;  and  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Ray  Warrick,  Newton  Grove,  N.  C. 

Mrs.  Willie  Flemming  Flowers  by  Pike- 
ville  Chapter  No.  300  OES,  Pikeville,  N.  C. 

Mr.  Freeman  A.  Grant  by  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
C.  D.  Hooks,  Mount  Olive,  N.  C. 

Mr.  I.  L.  Heath  by  Mr.  S.  W.  McCoy  Jr., 
Cove  City,  N.  C. 

Mrs.  Louise  Hinnant  by  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Gordon  Carter,  Ladies  Bible  Class  of 
Pleasant  Grove  Free  Will  Baptist  Church, 
Sunday  School  of  Pleasant  Grove  Free 
Will  Baptist  Church,  Pleasant  Grove  Free 
Will  Baptist  Church,  and  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Irwin  Rowe,  Pikeville,  N.  C. 

Mrs.  Estella  W.  Howell  by  Ladies  Bible 
Class  of  Pleasant  Grove  Free  Will  Baptist 
Church,  Pikeville,  N.  C. 

Mrs.  Mary  Brilla  Jackson  by  Ladies 
Class  of  Robert's  Grove  Free  Will  Baptist 
Church,  Dunn,  N.  C. 

Mr.  Edward  Lee  Jones  by  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Robert  E.  Bynum,  Stantonsburg,  N.  C; 
and  Woman's  Auxiliary  of  Howell  Swamp 
Free  Will  Baptist  Church,  Walstonburg, 
N.  C. 

Mrs.  Lola  Joyner  by  Rains  Cross  Roads 
Free  Will  Baptist  Church,  Pikeville,  N.  C. 

Mr.  Milton  Lovick  by  The  Brooks  Fam- 
ily and  the  Woman's  Auxiliary  of  First 
Free  Will  Baptist  Church,  Kinston,  N.  C. 

Mrs.  J.  B.  McCoy  by  Mr.  and  Mrs.  L. 
W.  McCoy,  Midland,  N.  C;  and  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  S.  W.  McCoy  Jr.,  Cove  City,  N.  C. 

Mrs.  Janet  M.  May  by  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
N.  Dallas  Sutton  Jr.,  New  Bern,  N.  C. 

Mr.  Henry  W.  Mitchell  by  Dr.  and  Mrs. 
W.  Burkette  Raper,  Mount  Olive,  N.  C; 
and  the  Western  Conference,  Second  Dis- 
trict Sunday  School  Convention,  Nash- 
ville, N.  C. 

Miss  Vanner  Neece  by  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
James  B.  Hunt,  Lucama,  N.  C. 

Mr.  Boyd  L.  Peters  by  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Harvey  Barefoot  and  the  Vanguard  Class 
of  Robert's  Grove  Free  Will  Baptist 
Church,  Dunn,  N.  C;  and  Dr.  and  Mrs.  W. 
Burkette  Raper,  Mount  Olive,  N.  C. 

Mrs.  Stephen  Proctor  by  Mr.  R.  S.  Wil- 
liams, Mount  Olive,  N.  C. 

Mr.  Richard  Sasser  by  Stoney  Creek 
Free  Will  Baptist  Church,  Goldsboro,  N. 
C. 

Mrs.  Eula  C.  Sawyer  by  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Fred  Johnson,  Grantsboro,  N.  C. 

Mrs.  Melissa  Stephenson  by  Rains 
Cross  Roads  Free  Will  Baptist  Church, 
Pikeville,  N.  C. 

Mr.  Owen  Thomas  by  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
William  E.  Guy,  Four  Oaks,  N.  C. 


Mrs.  Chacy  Walston  by  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Robert  E.  Bynum,  Stantonsburg,  N.  C. 

Mr.  Hubert  Wiggs  by  Rains  Cross 
Roads  Free  Will  Baptist  Church,  Pikeville, 
N.  C. 

In  Honor  Of 

Mr.  Billy  Twiddy  by  Eastern  Confer- 
ence, Fifth  Union  Meeting,  New  Bern,  N. 
C. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Milton  Harrison  by  Dr. 
and  Mrs.  W.  Burkette  Raper,  Mount  Olive, 
N.  C. 


Christ  for  Victory 

"We  are  a  supernatural  people,  born 
again  by  a  supernatural  birth;  we  wage 
a  supernatural  fight  and  are  taught  by 
a  supernatural  teacher,  led  by  a  super- 
natural captain  to  assured  victory."— J. 
Hudson  Taylor. 


I  OU1  j 


f  >. 


£38,*** 

seldom 


sPeak 


Take  a  listen  as  he  speaks 
about  cop-out  Christians,  gossip, 
demons,  the  new  youth  church,  how 
to  understand  parents,  and  more. 
A  big  voice  to  reckon  with. 
Cloth  $3.95,  Paper  $1.95 


-felo 


hany 
owship 


Minneapolis,  Minnesota  55438 


The  above  book,  along  with  other 
books  by  David  Wilkerson,  may  be  pur- 
chased at  the  AYDEN  BIBLE  AND  BOOK- 
STORE, 81 1  North  Lee  Street,  Ayden, 
North  Carolina;  or  at  any  of  its  branch 
stores  at  Smithfield,  New  Bern,  and  Wil- 
son, North  Carolina. 
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New  Growth 


BY  MRS.  ROYCE  MATTHEWS  M 

Reflected  Images 

Several  years  ago,  at  the  place  I  was 
employed,  on  the  morning  of  the  first 
day  of  every  month,  we  had  to  close  out 
for  the  preceding  month.  This  required 
concentration  as  the  money  was  counted, 
tickets  accounted  for,  and  the  cash  reg- 
ister reset. 

One  of  these  times  I  remember  vivid- 
ly. Not  that  I  want  to  remember,  but 
it  was  one  of  those  things  you  wish 
would  go  away  but  it  doesn't. 

This  particular  morning  I  had  already 
had  several  interruptions.  I  needed  four 
hands,  and  at  least  three  minds  the  size 
of  mine.  Then  a  customer  walked  into 
the  office  with  a  ticket  to  be  billed.  He 
always  came  to  the  office  when  some  of 
the  clerks  could  have  made  the  bill  just 
as  well.  We  were  always  flattered  that 
he  preferred  us,  and  we  were  glad  to 
help  him. 

But  this  morning  was  different.  I 
didn't  want  to  take  my  time  and  concen- 
tration from  the  other  job,  but  I  did  any- 
way, hurriedly,  without  the  usual  con- 
versation. I  returned  to  the  closing  out 
with  relief  and  thought  no  more  about 
it. 

That  evening  they  called  me  at  home 
and  wanted  to  know  what  time  I  had 
seen  him.  They  had  retraced  his  steps 
that  day  and  he  had  gone  home,  unload- 
ed the  feed  he  had  purchased,  parked 
his  truck  in  the  garage,  put  his  copy  of 
the  ticket  where  he  usually  did,  sat 
down,  and  pulled  the  trigger  that  hurl- 
ed him  into  eternity.  Since  my  name 
was  on  the  ticket,  they  figured  I  was 
the  last  person  he  had  talked  to. 

I  tried  to  recount  the  conversation, 
what  little  there  was,  but  there  was  no 
way  to  recall  what  my  mind  did  not  reg- 
ister in  the  first  place.  What  did  regis- 
ter were  my  thoughts  and  actions  that 
morning. 

Though  his  family  explained  they  had 
been  expecting  it  for  years,  it  does  not 
erase  my  guilt.  Even  though  he  was 
contemplating  taking  his  own  life,  there 
was  nothing  he  could  have  seen  in  me 
that  morning  that  could  possibly  make 
him  consider  changing  his  mind. 

In  our  lives  each  day  we  may  contact 
few  or  many.  Even  in  our  preoccupa- 
tions, we  make  an  impression  on  those 


we  touch  whether  or  not  they  conscious- 
ly realize  it,  just  as  they  make  an  im- 
pression on  us.  Do  we  reflect  the 
image  of  Christ  victorious  over  trials  and 
tribulations,  or  do  we  reflect  someone 
wallowing  in  trials  and  tribulations  and 
loving  it? 

The  image  you  reflect  does  make  a 
difference!  I  can't  go  back  and  undo 
the  impression  I  made,  just  as  that  man 
can't  come  back  from  eternity  and  undo 
what  he  did.  We  have  to  accept  that 
as  past.  But  you  and  I  have  now  and 
the  future.  Let's  pray  that  people  will 
say.  "That's  not  she  or  he  I  see  but 
Christ  who  lives  in  them." 


NOTE  OF  THANKS  \ 

I  would  like  to  thank  the  churches, 
auxiliaries,  Sunday  schools,  friends,  and) 
loved  ones  for  the  cards  and  gifts  I  re- 
ceived during  the  Christmas  holidays. 
You  will  never  know  how  much  they 
mean  to  someone  who  lives  all  alone. 
Keep  praying  for  me  for  I  am  in  need  of 
your  prayers. 

Please  note  my  change  of  address:  405 
Raleigh  Road,  Smithfield,  North  Caro- 
lina 27577. 

Yours  in  Christ, 
Mrs.  W.  H.  Lancaster 


RED  LETTERED1TION 

THE  NEW 
SCOFIELD 

REFERENCE 

BIBLE 


Choice  of  Black,  Blue, Brown  or  Burgundy  French  Morocco  Bindings 


The  new  red-letter  edition  of  the  Scofield  Reference  Bible  is  now  available  at  the 
AYDEN  BIBLE  AND  BOOKSTORE,  811  North  Lee  Street,  Ayden,  North  Carolina  28513; 
also  at  any  of  the  branch  stores  at  Smithfield,  New  Bern,  and  Wilson,  North  Carolina 
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BIBLE 


QUESTIONS 

and 
ANSWERS 


Conducted  by  J.  P.  BARROW 
Route  1,  Box  475,  LaGrange,  North  Carolina  28551 


Question:  Please  explain,  "Men  and 
)rethren,  let  me  freely  speak  unto  you 
)f  the  patriarch  David,  that  he  is  both 
lead  and  buried,  and  his  sepulchre  is 
with  us  unto  this  day.  ...  For  David  is 
lot  ascended  into  the  heavens:  but  he 
iaith  himself,  The  LORD  said  unto  my 
.ord,  Sit  thou  on  my  right  hand"  (Acts 
>:29,  34). 

Answer:  We  have  here  in  Acts  2  sev- 
eral important  thoughts  brought  forth. 
3ne  is  the  fact  that  when  David  died,  he 
his  spirit)  went  to  the  place  where  Laza- 
■us  of  Luke  16:19-31  was  when  Jesus 
told  the  story  of  the  rich  man  and  Laza- 
rus, which  is  the  place  where  the  peni- 
tent thief  on  the  cross  was  assured  he 
would  go  when  he  asked  Jesus  to  re- 
member him  when  he  came  into  His  king- 
dom.   Paul  said  after  Jesus  was  resur- 
rected that  for  him  (a  saint)  to  die  would 
assure  him  of  being  absent  from  the 
flesh  and  present  with  Christ.    So  now 
since  Christ  arose  from  the  dead  it  has 
prepared  the  way  for  us  to  be  with 
Christ  immediately  upon  departing  this 
life,  hence  all  our  loved  ones  that  are 
[Christians  and  that  have  died  are  present 
[[with  Christ,  now  awaiting  the  time  of 
fftheir  own  bodily  resurrection— a  resur- 
Irection  represented  in  Revelation  20  as 
Ithe  first  resurrection  and  preceding  the 
[resurrection  of  the  wicked  dead  by  one 
thousand  years. 

The  next  great  and  wonderful  event 
to  come  in  the  experience  of  the  saints 
is  that  first  resurrection.  At  this  time 
the  dead  saints  will  be  resurrected,  and 
those  that  have  not  yet  experienced  phy- 
isical  death  are  to  be  changed;  and  both 
'those  whose  bodies  are  in  the  grave  and 
those  who  remain  will  be  changed  and 
[raptured  —  caught  up  together  and 
brought  into  the  glorious  presence  of 
Christ— where  with  glorified  bodies  like 
jChrist's  present  glorified  body  they  are 
to  be  forever  in  His  blessed  presence. 
When  Paul  thought  about  departing  this 
life,  it  was  with  a  glorious  anticipation 
for  he  regarded  that  intermediate  state 
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with  Christ,  and  apart  from  his  body  as 
being  far  better  for  him  personally  than 
being  confined  to  the  body  in  his  Chris- 
tian activities.  "Therefore  we  are  al- 
ways confident,  knowing  that,  whilst  we 
are  at  home  in  the  body,  we  are  absent 
from  the  Lord:  ...  We  are  confident,  I 
say,  and  willing  rather  to  be  absent  from 
the  body,  and  to  be  present  with  the 
Lord"  (2  Corinthians  5:6,  8). 

So  far  as  Paul  was  concerned  person- 
ally, he  felt  that  to  depart  this  life  of 
sadness  where  real  true  Christians  are 
not  too  much  welcomed  would  be  a 
pleasant  experience  since  Christ  mani- 
fests a  happy  welcome  to  all  saints.  The 
scene  in  Acts  7:55  with  Christ  standing 
to  receive  Stephen  gives  us  this  idea. 
Paul  further  contemplating  on  going  to 
heaven  immediately  expresses  the  follow- 
ing afterthought:  "For  I  am  in  a  strait 
betwixt  two,  having  a  desire  to  depart, 
and  to  be  with  Christ;  which  is  far  bet- 
ter: Nevertheless  to  abide  in  the  flesh  is 
more  needful  for  you.  And  having  this 
confidence,  I  know  that  I  shall  abide 
and  continue  with  you  all  for  your  fur- 
therance and  joy  of  faith;  That  your  re- 
joicing may  be  more  abundant  in  Jesus 
Christ  for  me  by  my  coming  to  you 
again"  (Philippians  1:23-26).  In  this  he 
realizes  that  on  his  part  there  is  a 
choice.  He  has  been  faithful  enough  so 
that  if  in  prayer  he  should  so  request, 
God  would  grant  his  request  and  free 
him  from  this  unfriendly  world;  thus 
bringing  him  into  the  very  presence  of 
Christ  and  shutting  him  off  from  the 
scene  into  which  so  much  agony  and  ill 
will  had  come  to  him  when  he  had  meant 
nothing  but  good  to  all  he  had  been 
privileged  to  bring  the  gospel. 

When  he  finally  departed  this  life,  his 
enemies  acted  so  well  together  as  to 
cause  death  to  be  violent  in  his  case,  but 
oh,  how  wonderful  for  him!  In  spite  of 
the  vale  of  tears  present  in  his  going,  he 
saw  a  crown  that  waited  not  only  for 
Paul,  but  for  all  of  us  that  have  been 
faithful. 


Dr.  Louis  T.  Talbot  in  his  book,  Bible 
Questions  Explained,  has  the  following 
to  say  on  Pages  172,  173: 

"From  the  time  of  Adam  until  the  as- 
cension of  Christ,  Sheol  was  divided  into 
two  realms  or  compartments.-  (1)  Para- 
dise, and  (2)  an  awful  prison,  a  place  of 
torment.  Between  the  two  there  was  'a 
great  gulf  fixed.'  (See  Luke  16:26.)  The 
exact  location  of  Sheol  we  do  not  know,- 
but  the  Lord  Jesus  said  that,  as  Jonah 
was  three  days  and  three  nights  in  the 
great  fish,  so  should  'the  Son  of  man  be 
three  days  and  three  nights  in  the  heart 
of  the  earth'  (Matthew  12:40).  And  Paul 
in  Ephesians  4:9  wrote:  'He  also  descend- 
ed first  into  the  lower  part  of  the  earth.' 
Jesus  went  to  paradise,  we  know,  ac- 
cording to  Luke  23:43.  Paradise  was 
one  of  the  two  realms  of  Sheol.  But 
further  than  this,  God  has  not  revealed 
the  location  of  Sheol.  Certainly  it  is  the 
place  of  death. 

"Turn  now  to  the  story  of  Luke  16:19- 
31.  This  is  not  a  parable,  as  some  would 
have  us  believe.  The  Lord  Jesus  did  not 
use  personal  names  in  His  parables;  and 
here  He  speaks  of  Lazarus,  Abraham,  and 
Moses.  Moreover,  He  said:  'There  was 
a  certain  rich  man  .  .  .  And  there  was 
a  certain  beggar  named  Lazarus.'  The 
one  beheld  the  other,  yet  they  were  in 
the  different  realms  of  Sheol.  They  con- 
versed with  each  other,-  yet  one  was  in 
a  place  of  enjoyment,  comfort,  and  peace,- 
the  other,  in  a  place  of  remorse,  sin,  and 
torment.  Between  them  there  was  'a 
great  gulf  fixed.' 

"Christ  'led  a  multitude  of  captives 
captive.'  With  His  ascension,  Christ  took 
paradise  up  with  Him  to  heaven,-  so  that 
since  then  paradise  and  heaven  have  been 
identical,  as  already  stated  in  answer  to 
your  question.  Thus  paradise,  before 
the  ascension  of  Christ,  was  a  waiting 
place  for  the  redeemed  until  'the  way 
into  the  holiest  of  all,'  even  heaven  it- 
self, should  be  opened  by  the  finished 
work  of  Christ  on  Calvary. 

"For  the  Scripture  on  this  marvelous 
truth,  read  Psalm  68:18  and  Ephesians 
4:7-10,  where  the  prophecy  is  given, 
later  to  be  quoted  and  explained  by 
Paul,  in  the  light  of  what  the  Lord  Jesus 
had  by  that  time  accomplished  when  He 
'led  a  multitude  of  captives  captive' 
(R.V.). 

"The  New  Testament  saints  'absent 
from  the  body'  are  'present  with  the 
Lord'  (2  Corinthians  5:8).  Paul  wrote  to 
the  Philippians,  saying  that  he  had  'a 
desire  to  depart,  and  to  be  with  Chrisf 
(Philippians  1:23).  And  where  is  Christ? 
(continued  on  page  twelve) 
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WHITE  QUEEN 

A  True  Missionary  Story  for  Children 
by  Lois  Greve  Jewell 

□ H,  HOW  I  WISH  I  could  help  the  bush 
children,"  sighed  a  little  Scotch  lass 
one  day,  after  hearing  her  mother  tell 
about  the  poor  black  boys  and  girls  in 
faraway  Africa.  "I'm  going  to  be  a  mis- 
sionary when  I  grow  up,  and  go  out 
there  and  teach  those  folks  real  ways." 

Mary  Slessor  was  a  child  of  a  shoe- 
maker who  lived  in  Aberdeen,  Scotland, 
about  the  middle  of  the  nineteenth  cen- 
tury. Her  mother  was  a  brave  Christian 
woman,  deeply  interested  in  missionary 
work,  but  her  father  was  a  hopeless 
drunkard. 

Her  mother  had  great  dreams  about 
Mary's  brother,  Robert,  becoming  a  mis- 
sionary. But  Robert  became  sick  and 
died.  Then  she  pinned  her  hopes  on 
Mary's  younger  brother,  John.  He,  too, 
sickened  and  died.  Thus  the  mother's 
fondest  hopes  of  a  missionary  son  were 
never  fulfilled,  and  her  disappointment 
was  very  bitter. 

One  day  while  Mary  was  grieving  over 
the  loss  of  her  brothers,  whom  she  loved 
devotedly,  the  thought  flashed  into  her 
mind  that  now,  after  all,  she  would  have 
to  be  the  missionary  from  that  family. 
There  were  no  more  boys  to  offer  to 
God,  so  now  the  missionary  would  have 
to  be  a  daughter.  The  thought  came 
again  and  again,  "Perhaps  you  are  the 
one  whom  God  has  chosen  to  carry  the 
story  of  Jesus  to  the  bush  children  in 
Africa." 

She  was  uneducated,  but  she  believed 
that  if  God  really  wanted  her  to  go  as  a 
missionary,  He  would  help  her  find  a 
way  to  overcome  her  difficulty.  She 
studied  very  hard,  borrowing  and  buying 


books,  and  whenever  she  had  a  spare 
moment  at  work  or  at  home,  she  would 
slip  them  out  of  her  pocket  and  read  as 
many  lines  as  she  had  time  for.  Through 
very  great  effort  she  added  to  her  store 
of  learning  day  by  day. 

The  days,  weeks,  months,  and  years 
passed  by  while  Mary  was  preparing  to 
become  a  missionary.  Then  one  day  the 
sad  news  came  to  Scotland  that  Dr. 
Livingstone,  the  great  missionary  hero, 
had  died  in  Africa.  "Send  another  vol- 
unteer to  take  up  the  work  he  laid 
down,"  came  the  call  from  the  mission 
fields  in  that  faraway  country.  Mary 
felt  in  her  heart  that  God  wanted  her  to 
answer  that  call. 

Soon  she  sailed  away  to  Africa.  She 
worked  very  hard  to  learn  the  language, 
and  had  it  mastered  in  a  short  time  so 
that  she  was  able  to  converse  with  the 
natives.  Then  her  old,  old  dream  came 
true,  for  she  began  to  teach  black  boys 
and  girls  in  Africa. 

At  first  Africa  seemed  like  a  wonder- 
land to  Mary,  for  its  beautiful  scenery 
thrilled  her  through  and  through.  But 
when  she  saw  the  terrible  condition  of 
the  ignorant,  superstitious  people  who 
lived  there,  she  thought  less  of  the 
beauty  and  more  of  the  sorrow  which 
surrrounded  her.  She  longed  to  do  more 
to  help  the  people  find  their  way  to 
God. 

She  lived  in  a  hut  built  of  mud  and 
slips  of  bamboo,  with  a  roof  of  palm 
leaves— a  "sure-enough"  African  house. 
She  wore  old  clothes  and  ate  the  food  of 
the  natives,  which  was  cheap.  The  na- 
tives respected  her,  and  were  pleased  to 
have  her  live  among  them.  By  and  by 
they  listened  to  her  when  she  objected 
to  their  wicked  customs,  and  some  of 
them  began  to  do  better. 

One  of  the  evil  practices  of  the  Afri- 
cans which  grieved  Mary's  heart  was  the 
killing  of  twin  babies.  She  saw  that  the 
Africans  were  really  afraid  of  twins.  She 


resolved  to  show  them  how  foolish  thei'j 
superstition  was,  so  one  day  she  took  i 
twin  baby  that  had  been  thrown  away 
into  the  bush  to  die.  A  little  black  girl, 
she  was,  whom  Mary  Slessor  named 
Janie.  The  natives  expected  something 
dreadful  to  happen  to  Mary  because  she! 
took  the  twin,  but  it  didn't.  Whenever! 
she  heard  of  twin  babies  who  had  been! 
thrown  away,  she  hurried  to  find  them. 
Many  of  them  died  before  she  could  save 
them.  Others  she  saved,  and  after 
awhile  her  hut  swarmed  with  little  tots, 
whom  nobody  else  loved.  They  had  I 
happy  home  with  her,  and  grew  to  love; 
her  dearly. 

Mary  often  talked  to  the  grown-ups  of 
the  "Jesus'  way."  They  began  to  call 
her  "the  Ma  who  loves  babies."  Some-j 
times  they  called  her  Ma  Akamba,  whichj 
means  "The  Great  Ma."  By  and  by  they1 
respected  her  so  much  that  even  grown 
men  and  women  began  to  mind  her  likei 
children. 

Her  influence  over  the  natives  was  sol 
strong  that  the  British  government  be- 
stowed on  her  the  honor  of  consul  of  thej 
district  in  which  she  lived.  She  was  the| 
first  woman  to  be  given  this  honor  by* 
Great  Britain.  She  refused  to  wear  thee 
blue  cap  with  a  gold  band  to  show  that; 
she  was  a  British  consul.  She  said,  "It 
is  enough  that  the  natives  know,  andj 
that  they  respect  my  decisions  in  court." 

She  spent  34  years  in  Africa,  and  was 
called  the  "White  Queen."  The  boys  andj 
girls  whom  she  saved  from  cruel  death! 
in  the  bush  grew  up  to  be  Christian  men; 
and  women,  to  love  and  care  for  her 
when  she  became  old.  She  never  wentj 
back  to  her  native  Scotland,  but  died  in  j 
her  little  mud  hut  in  the  heart  of  Africa,j 
and  went  to  be  with  Jesus  in  the  beauti-i 
ful  place  the  Bible  calls  Paradise.— The* 
Free  Methodist. 


Questions  &  Answers 

(continued  from  page  eleven) 

At  the  right  hand  of  the  Father.  (See 
Acts  7:56;  Hebrews  1:3;  8:1;  12:2;  Colos- 
sians  3:1;  Mark  16:19.) 

"The  spirits  of  the  Christless  dead  still 
go  to  Hades,  where  they  await  the  great 
white  throne  judgment.  Their  final  des- 
tination, after  sentence  has  been  reaf- 
firmed at  the  great  white  throne,  will  be 
Gehenna.  This  is  the  teaching  of  Reve- 
lation 20:11-15." 
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FREE  WILL  BAPTIST  CHILDREN'S  HOME 

"A  Christian  Home  for  Boys  and  Girls" 

MIDDLKSKX,  NORTH  CVROLINA  27557 

Phone  (919)  235-4079 

MR.  SAMMY  WEEKS,  Superintendent 


SCHOOL  NEWS 

by  Mrs.  Elizabeth  Hansley 

Our  children  at  the  Free  Will  Baptist 
Children's  Home  are  a  part  of  the  great 
jpublic  school  system  of  North  Carolina. 
IWe  believe  it  is  essential  to  the  develop- 
ment of  each  child  that  he  or  she  be  a 
ipart  of  the  community.  The  schools  pro- 
Jvide  an  excellent  avenue  for  this.  Our 
Jchildren  go  to  or  are  involved  in  four 
|Nash  County  Public  Schools:  Middlesex 
IjElementary,  Middlesex,  North  Carolina,- 
iSpaulding  Middle  School  and  Southern 
jNash  Junior  High,  Spring  Hope,  North 
jCarolina;  and  Southern  Nash  Senior  High 
[.School,  Bailey,  North  Carolina.  Several 
buses  pick  up  the  children  at  their  cot- 
l!jtages.  Two  of  these  are  driven  by  our 
town  young  men,  and  transport  the  chil- 
ildren  to  their  respective  schools. 
J  Upon  visiting  the  schools,  it  was  ap- 
parent that  our  boys  and  girls  are  very 
Jmuch  a  part  of  the  normal  activities. 
»;Jhere  are  thirty-five  children  in  the  Mid- 
dlesex Elementary  School  and  three  are 
Ifn  kindergarten.  Cathy  Cone,  Debbie 
fyCone,  and  Linda  Mills  are  members  of 
|the  Middlesex  Safety  Patrol.  Cathy  is 
fcaptain. 

1   About  16  of  our  children  are  in  grades 
I  seven  and  eight  at  Spaulding  Middle 
m:iSchool.  Their  enthusiasm  and  active  par- 
ticipation in  school  attest  the  fact  that 
jphey  are  part  of  the  program.    Two  of 
'lour  boys  are  playing  on  the  various  ball 
Iteams:  Timmy  Elks  and  Johnny  Faircloth. 
The  following   girls  are  cheerleaders: 
Mary  Ann  Warren,  Donna  Lee,  Sandra 
Anderson,    and    our  superintendent's 
daughter,  Betty  Jean  Weeks. 

In  Southern  Nash  Junior  High  School, 
ninth  grade,  we  only  have  six  children. 
One  of  our  boys,  Dennis  Anderson,  plays 
on  the  team  there. 

We  have  thirteen  young  people  in  the 
Southern  Nash  Senior  High  School,  tenth 
grade  through  the  twelfth  grade.  Each 
student  assumes  full  responsibility  for 
taking  advantage  of  the  opportunities 
that  are  available  to  them  through  the 
academic,  vocational,  and  cocurricular 
programs.    They  are  involved  in  band, 


chorus,  student  government,  basketball, 
and  football.  Last  year  Claudius  Elmore, 
a  1972  graduate,  won  honorable  mention 
in  football.  He  is  on  a  college  scholar- 
ship to  Lees-McRae  College,  Banner  Elk, 
North  Carolina.  Our  last  report  says  he 
is  doing  great:  "all  A's."  We  are  all 
proud  of  Claudius. 


children  will  not  be  set  aside  from  the 
other  students. 

Early  each  morning  they  make  their 
individual  way  into  the  life  of  a  public 
school  program,  where  they  get  their 
courses  of  work,  participate  in  sports, 
drama,  music,  social  events,  and  the  like, 
all  of  which  is  the  process  every  young- 
ster needs  to  grow  into  healthy  ma- 
turity. 

After  a  busy  day  at  school,  as  in  all 
homes,  there  is  homework  and  studying 
to  do.  Here  at  the  educational  building 
of  our  chapel,  where  we  help  those  who 
need  remedial  work,  homework,  and  help 
in  special  projects.  We  begin  at  4  p.m. 
and  work  until  8  p.m.  However,  each 
cottage  has  quiet  time  for  studying  from 
7  p.m.  to  8  p.m.  each  night. 


Left  to  right:  Linda  Mills,  Debbie  Cone,  Randy  Faircloth,  Johnny  Nichols,  Jeffery  Eason, 

and  Debbie  Marlow. 


One  of  the  teachers  remarked  to  me 
recently  about  our  children:  "Unless  you 
call  my  attention  to  them,  they  are  just 
a  part  of  the  student  body  as  the  other 


Judy  Warren,  Brenda  Weeks,  and  Ran- 
dy Faircloth,  three  of  our  young  people, 
help  tutor  in  the  study  hall.  They  are 
doing  a  fine  job. 


Left  to  right:  Judy  Warren,  Randy  Faircloth,  Mrs.  Hansley,  and  Brenda  Weeks. 


students,-  they  fit  in  beautifully,  and  I 
cannot  tell  the  difference  in  them  and 
the  other  members  of  my  class."  That 
is  just  what  we  are  working  for,  so  our 


Pray  for  our  children  in  their  school 
program,  that  the  Lord  will  guide  them 
to  become  responsible  citizens  and  Chris- 
tian workers  in  His  service. 
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ST.  CLAIRE  BIBLE  CLAS$"} 

THE  SUNDAY         fC  Z&> 
SCHOOL  LESSON^ 


FOR  MARCH  17 


Overcoming 
Hindrances  to 
Church  Growth 

Lesson  Text:  Acts  5:1-4;  6:1-7 
Memory  Verse:  James  1 :27 

I.  INTRODUCTION 

There  is  always  a  tendency  for  one 
who  has  associated  himself  with  many 
others  in  any  endeavor  to  lose  sight  of 
his  individual  responsibility,  to  develop 
the  attitude  that,  because  there  are  so 
many  who  share  in  the  work,  that  it  will 
not  be  seriously  affected  by  the  failure 
on  his  part  to  perform  in  an  acceptable 
manner  the  work  which  constitutes  his 
responsibility. 

In  the  political  world  this  is  constant- 
ly called  to  our  attention  by  reminders 
of  the  responsibility  of  each  citizen  to 
utilize  the  privilege  of  casting  his  vote 
for  the  candidate  of  his  choice.  In  spite 
of  these  reminders,  however,  there  are 
many  citizens  who  fail  to  vote.  The 
reason  they  fail  to  do  so  is  that  they 
have  developed  the  opinion  that  their 
vote  will  not  exercise  any  influence  on 
the  outcome  of  the  election.  The  same 
attitude  prevails  among  church  members. 
All  too  frequently  they  are  prone  to  de- 
velop the  attitude  that  it  makes  very  lit- 
tle difference  whether  they  are  in  ser- 
vice or  not,  whether  they  support  the 
work  of  the  church  or  not;  thus  they 
justify  their  failures  by  convincing  them- 
selves that  the  work  will  go  on  in  spite 
of  their  failures.  This  is  one  drastic 
drawback  to  this  line  of  reasoning:  if  all 
members  develop  this  philosophy,  and 
one  is  as  justified  in  developing  it  as  is 
another,  the  church  will  die  from  lack  of 
attendance  and  lack  of  support. 

The  background  for  today's  lesson  is 
the  city  of  Jerusalem  and  the  efforts  of 
the  infant  church  to  live  together  in 
peace  and  harmony  by  means  of  com- 
munal efforts. 

The  purpose  of  today's  lesson  is  to 
point  out  the  necessity  of  meeting  in- 
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dividual  responsibility.  —  The  Teen-Age 
Teacher  (F.W.B.). 

II.  HINTS  THAT  HELP 

A.  Why  is  it  that  many  churches  are 
not  growing?  In  fact,  many  Christians 
do  not  seem  to  expect  or  even  wish  their 
church  to  grow.  Why? 

B.  It  seems  certain  that  a  church  will 
not  grow  unless  it  is  motivated  to  grow. 
An  intentional  effort  must  be  made  to 
accomplish  this  motivation.  In  other 
words,  growth  in  the  church  does  not 
happen  accidentally.  It  must  be  planned 
and  worked  for. 

C.  One  of  the  great  hindrances  to 
growth  in  our  modern  day  is  a  lack  of 
community.  School  bussing,  physical 
barriers,  and  many  other  things  make  it 
difficult  to  weld  a  congregation  to  the 
place  where  they  have  a  feeling  of  com- 
munity. Fellowship  among  the  mem- 
bers must  be  promoted. 

D.  Why  do  some  people  insist  that  they 
have  a  fine,  new  church  building,  but 
expect  their  church  to  grow  on  old,  anti- 
quated church  business  methods? 

E.  Is  it  really  possible  that  some  church 
members  for  one  reason  or  another  do 
not  really  want  the  church  to  grow? 
-The  Bible  Teacher  (F.W.B.). 

III.  ADDITIONAL  TRUTHS 

A.  At  an  experience  meeting,  in  a 
mountainous  region,  one  man  expressed 
discouragement  because  he  still  had 
severe  struggles  with  Satan.  A  veteran 
in  the  service  replied:  "It  took  me  twen- 
ty years  to  get  the  hill  back  of  my  barn 
reasonably  freed  from  rattlesnakes,-  and 
after  fifty  years  I  still  meet  one  there 
occasionally.  Brother,  the  devil  is  hard- 
er to  deal  with  than  rattlesnakes." 
—Adult  Class  Teacher  (Baptist). 

B.  Too  many  Christians  are  afflicted 
with  heart  trouble.  Hearts  given  to  Je- 
sus sometimes  are  permitted  to  become 
a  house  for  evil  spirits,  and  these  spirits 
threaten  to  control  the  life.  Solomon 
wrote,  "Keep  thy  heart  with  all  diligence,- 
for  out  of  it  are  the  issues  of  life"  (Prov- 


erbs 4:23).  According  to  Jesus,  out  4 
the  heart  come  such  things  as  "evi 
thoughts,  murders,  adulteries,  fornica 
tions,  thefts,  false  witness,  blasphemies' 
(Matthew  15:19). 

The  cases  of  two  Christians  afflictet 
with  serious  heart  trouble  are  found  if 
today's  lesson.  Since  this  couple  wen 
of  one  heart,  one  will  suffice  for  both 
They  were  taken  with  envy  and  greed] 
These  evils  led  to  hypocrisy  and  lying! 
Sin  brings  forth  death  (Romans  6:23 J 
James  1:15).  As  already  noted,  the! 
death  of  Ananias  and  Sapphira  came  sud 
denly.  Those  afflicted  with  such  sins 
may  expect  only  death— Standard  Lessor 
Commentary. 

C.  Little  raindrops  make  the  grass 
grow,  make  the  potatoes  sprout,  make 
the  leaves  leaf,  make  the  corn  mature, 
make  the  flowers  bloom,  make  the  ap-[ 
pies  ripen,  and  make  a  prosperous! 
church  look  like  less  than  thirty  cents! 
on  a  Sunday  morning.  Isn't  it  queer?-i 
C.  F.  Bowen. 

D.  Did  the  Early  Church  teach  Com-' 
munism?  or  Socialism?  Never!  No  mar' 
was  compelled  to  part  with  his  personal 
possessions.  It  was  not  expected  ot' 
him.  If  he  brought  what  he  had,  it  was; 
purely  a  voluntary  act.  The  church  be-3 
came  so  unselfish  that  many  sold  alii 
they  had  and  gave  it  to  the  apostles  ti 
distribute  "as  each  had  need,"  but  even 
this  act  of  love  and  generosity  was  open 
to  abuse  and  deception.  Barnabas'  lib-: 
erality  was  an  illustration  of  the  spirilj 
of  love.  Ananias  and  Sapphira  were  an 
illustration  of  deception  in  that  they  de-: 
ceived  themselves  and  the  apostles  as 
well,-  but,  the  Holy  Spirit  revealed  the 
truth  about  it  all.  They  wanted  glory 
without  paying  the  price.  They  wanted 
honor  without  honesty.  They  were  pun- 
ished with  instant  death,  for  claiming 
to  give  all  to  God,  they  had  kept  back1 
part  (see  Acts  5:4,  5). 

As  Christians,  we  claim  to  give  all  tc, 
Christ.  Complete  surrender  is  the  condij 
tion  He  sets  down  for  discipleship.  For-j 
sake  all  and  follow  me,  is  His  condition 
(See  Luke  14:33.)  Do  we  hold  anything 
back  from  Christ?  Are  we  hypocrites 
in  our  testimony? 

The  power  in  the  apostles'  story  was 
in  the  fact  that  their  lives  fitted  in  witr 
the  life  of  their  risen  Christ.  "You've 
got  to  show  me,"  is  the  attitude  of  the 
world  today.  Those  early  Christians  die 
show  the  world.  Do  you  show  by  youi 
life  and  conduct  that  you  are  a  Chris 
tian?"-A  Look  at  the  New  Testament.  | 
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IOUR  APOLOGIES, 
PLEASE! 
In  the  January  9  issue  of  the  "Bap- 
list,"  we  printed  a  poem  entitled,  "Bid- 
ing My  Time,"  and  attributed  the  author- 
ship to  Alton  B.  Waters  Sr.  Actually,  the 

I Credit  should  properly  have  been  given 
o  Thelda  Owens  of  Junction  City,  Arkan- 
sas; and  the  poem  originally  was  entitled, 
J'Sitting  Here  Thinking,"  and  was  re- 
corded as  a  recitation  on  Album  SLP  408, 
TIME  IS  MOVING  ON,  by  The  Lewis  Fam- 
ily singing  group  of  Lincolnton,  Georgia. 

1  This  matter  was  brought  to  our  atten- 
i  ion  by  Mrs.  Jean  Howell  of  Williamston, 
North  Carolina.  We  issue  sincere  apolo- 
gies to  Thelda  Owens  for  the  error  and 
fissure  her  that  the  mistake  was  unin- 
tentional. 

1  We  would  further  advise  those  who 
;ubmit  articles  or  poems  for  publication 
mat  they  give  proper  credit  when  author- 
ship is  known  and  that  they  are  careful 

In  their  submissions  not  to  quote  or  use 

In  any  manner  whatever  copyrighted  ma- 
terial or  that  for  which  they  have  not 

■secured  permission. 

—The  Editor. 


Report  from  Home 
Missions  Department 

by  Taylor  Hill 


Pictured  above  is  a  part  of  the  small 
congregation  of  the  West  Hillsborough 
;i Free  Will  Baptist  Church,  Hillsborough, 
|  North  Carolina,  and  its  pastor,  the  Rev. 
Grayson  Spencer.    Mr.  Spencer  is  pic- 
tured at  the  far  right  with  Mrs.  Spencer 
jjjust  behind  him.   The  West  Hillsborough 
j;  church  doors  were  reopened  recently  by 
!  Mr.  Spencer  who  is  a  member  of  the 
'Home  Missions  Board.  The  congregation 


there  expresses  a  deep  appreciation  for 
the  missions  board's  concern. 

As  secretary-treasurer  of  the  board,  I 
wish  to  express  the  deep  admiration  I 
have  for  Brother  Spencer  and  his  fam- 
ily. His  love  and  tenderheartedness  to- 
ward God  and  His  people  appear  to  be 
foremost  in  his  life.  I  am  convinced  that 
we  are  indeed  fortunate  to  have  him  as 


a  colaborer  for  Jesus.  Mr.  Spencer  has 
also  been  very  instrumental  in  the  work 
at  Henderson,  North  Carolina.  His  home 
address  is  Route  2,  Box  202-D,  Trinity, 
North  Carolina  27370. 

Please  send  all  home  missions  contri- 
butions to  the  Rev.  Taylor  Hill,  1207  Ar- 
senal Avenue,  Fayetteville,  North  Caro- 
lina 28305. 


1974  CAMP  SCHEDULE 

CRAGMONT 
ASSEMBLY,  Inc. 

Black  Mountain,  North  Carolina 

MR.  AND  MRS.  BILL  DAVENPORT,  Managers 
Cragmont  will  be  opened  May  15— November  1,  1974 

JUNE  10-15:  GENERAL  YOUTH  CONFERENCE-The  Rev.  Jack  Mayo,  director,-  the  Rev.  L. 
E.  Ballard,  registrar,  1225  South  Washington  Street,  Greenville,  North  Carolina 
27834. 

JUNE  17-22:  MINISTERS'  CONFERENCE-The  Rev.  David  Charles  Hansley,  Goldsboro, 
North  Carolina  27530,  in  charge. 

JUNE  24-29:  CHRISTIAN  CADETS  CONFERENCE-The  Rev.  Raymond  Jones,  director-regis- 
trar, 310  Southland  Street,  Durham,  North  Carolina  27703. 

JULY  1-6:  YOUTH  FRONTIER  CONFERENCE  (YFA,  ages  13  and  up)-The  Rev.  David  Charles 
Hansley,  director;  Mrs.  D.  W.  "Ma"  Hansley,  registrar,  Free  Will  Baptist  Children's 
Home,  P.  O.  Box  E,  Middlesex,  North  Carolina  27557. 

JULY  8-13:  YOUTH  FRONTIER  CONFERENCE  (AFC,  ages  9-12)— The  Rev.  David  Charles 
Hansley,  director,  Mrs.  D.  W.  "Ma"  Hansley,  registrar,  Free  Will  Baptist  Children's 
Home,  P.  O.  Box  E,  Middlesex,  North  Carolina  27557. 

AUGUST  5-10:  YOUNG  PEOPLE'S  BIBLE  CONFERENCE  (all  ages)-The  Rev.  Charles  Crisp, 
director;  the  Rev.  J.  B.  Starnes,  registrar,  Route  3,  Box  123,  Newport,  North  Caro- 
lina 28570. 

AUGUST  12-17=  WOMAN'S  AUXILIARY  CONFERENCE-Mrs.  Dola  Dudley  and  Mrs.  Lillie 
Mae  Sasser,  codirectors;  Mrs.  Lillie  Mae  Sasser,  registrar,  Route  2,  Box  97,  Golds- 
boro, North  Carolina  27530. 

AUGUST  19-24=  FAMILY  WEEK-Mr.  Bill  Davenport,  director-registrar,  Cragmont  As- 
sembly, Inc.,  Route  1,  Black  Mountain,  North  Carolina  28711. 

OPEN  PERIODS:  May  20-June  9;  July  15-August  4;  August  26-November  1,  1974. 

The  open  periods  are  ideal  for  church  groups  to  assemble  for  a  Churchwide  Spirit- 
ual Life  Retreat.  Many  churches  enjoy  such  retreats  each  summer!  These  times  are 
also  wonderful  opportunities  for  our  church  families  to  stop  by  Cragmont  on  vacations 
and  get  to  know  more  about  the  facilities  we  have  at  Cragmont  and  what  the  needs 
are. 

The  cost  for  youth  encampments  at  Cragmont  this  summer  will  be  $40.  The  reg- 
istration fee  is  $7,  with  the  remainder  due  upon  boarding  the  bus.  The  Woman's  Aux- 
iliary Conference  also  will  be  $40  per  person.  Send  your  name,  address,  sex,  age,  and 
registration  fee  to  the  registrar  of  the  conference  you  desire  to  attend. 
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AYDEN,    NORTH   CAROLINA,   WEDNESDAY,   MARCH    13,  1974 


TWO  WHO  PROBABLY  HAVEN'T  MASTERED  THE  "ART"  OF  DECEIT  AS  YET  .  .  . 


^^^^^^ 


THE  "ART"  OF  DECEIT 


Said  the  pert  little  secretary  to  a  fellow  departmental  employee  in  reference  to  a 
hghthearted  conversation  in  progress:  "Oh  what  a  tangled  web  we  weave  when  first  we 
practice  to  deceive."  Laughter  ensued  during  this  break  period  as  the  conversers  re- 
flected upon  the  little  white  lie  the  fellow  had  told.  Naturally,  one  little  falsehood  led  to 
another  until,  indeed,  the  amiable  fellow  was  caught  in  his  own  trap.  There  was  no  get- 
ting out  of  the  situation.  He  had  woven  his  web  and  had,  as  the  secretary  suggested, 
gotten  entangled  in  it. 


The  white  lie  (if  we  can  properly  color  a  falsehood  at  all)  was  told  in  jest.  No 
one  took  it  seriously;  and  unless  one  knows  the  young  man  doing  the  "telling,"  he  cannot 
really  appreciate  the  humor  of  the  situation.  To  give  him  his  deserved  defense:  This  fel- 
low would  not  intentionally  misrepresent  anything  except  in  jest. 


All  of  us  joke  at  times  and  tell  things  that  are  not  quite  true,  later  to  correct  these 
errors    in  communication  by  admitting  that  we  were  "only  kidding."    This  phrase  can 
often  excuse  anything  we  say  or  imply  as  it  regards  our  peers  or  those  with  whom  we 
come  in  contact-especially  if  we  strike  a  particular  rapport  with  them  and  are  able  to 
relate  favorably  with  these  individuals. 


Is  joking  sinful?  Deceit  is,  according  to  the  Scriptures;  so,  it  would  behoove  us  to  be 
careful,  would  it  not?  Certainly  we  do  not  advocate  only  straight-faced  and  stiff-lipped 
conversations  which  afford  no  laughter  or  innocent  fun.  In  like  measure,  neither  would 
we  promote  an  abundance  of  inane,  senseless  talk  which  offers  only  the  ridiculous.  Can- 
not one  strike  a  happy  medium  and  develop  his  sensitivities  to  a  degree  where  he  can  be 
hghthearted  or  serious  as  the  situation  demands  such? 


t  Psychologically  speaking,  it  is  good  to  air  one's  feelings,  to  get  pressuring  burdens  off 
one  s  chest.  Often  one  is  able  to  relieve  himself  of  frustrations  by  "letting  his  hair  down," 
as  the  expression  goes,  and  bursting  forth  with  a  good,  hearty  laugh.  This  is  where  telling 
a  good  joke  can  be  beneficial;  this  is  where  "ribbing"  someone  can  be  of  value-as  long 
as  the  one  on  the  receiving  end  does  not  suffer  offense  and  the  one  doing  the  ribbing  is 
discreet  and  knows  how  far  to  take  a  good  thing. 


Some  people  are  innately  humorous  and  provide  even  in  general  conversational  ma- 
terial a  lot  of  pleasure  for  those  on  the  listening  end.  Others  have  to  force  themselves  to 
be  tunny,  as  by  nature  they  are  dead  serious  and  find  very  little  about  which  to  laugh. 
Just  as  no  two  trees  are  alike,  neither  are  any  two  individuals-nor  their  personalities.  We 
find  in  our  circle  of  acquaintances  some  individuals  who  can  be  as  serious  as  they  can  be 
humorous;  but  for  the  most  part,  one  has  a  propensity  toward  only  one  or  the  other.  Very 
seldom  does  one  possess  the  serious  and  humorous  aspects  in  equal  proportions. 


While  some  deceive  others,  as  it  were,  in  a  hghthearted,  unmistakably  humorous  man- 
ner, there  are  others  who  do  it  purposefully  with  no  intention  of  straightening  things  out 
later.  This  is  where  the  real  danger  lies.  Some  people  become  so  adept  at  telling  false- 
hoods (after  practicing  such  for  a  length  of  time)  that  sooner  or  later  they  even  begin  to 
believe  the  falsehoods  they  tell  and  are  convinced  that  fantasy  is  fact  and  cannot  differ- 
entiate between  the  two.  Paranoia  comes  in  here,  and  chronic  liars  have  to  seek  profes- 
sional counsel  to  pull  them  back  down  to  reality.  Thus,  a  psychological  sickness  prevails, 
and  very  seldom  is  one  able  to  restore  himself  to  the  telling  of  the  real  truth  in  all  situa- 
tions.   This  is  dangerous,  both  mentally  and  spiritually. 


„  An  esteemed  minister  once  said,  "I  don't  have  to  remember  what  I've  said,  for  I  don't 
he.  The  suggestion  here  is  that  liars  infrequently  are  able  to  tell  the  same  story  the 
same  way  twice.    What  a  tangled  web  is  woven.  .  .  . 


We  do  not  advocate  narrow-mindedness.  We  like  good,  decent  fun  and  good,  happy 
conversations;  and,  we  would  not  want  to  be  accused  of  straining  at  a  gnat,  which,  indeed, 
the  tenor  of  this  whole  discussion  could  imply.  What  we  are  trying  to  emphasize  is  the' 
fact  that  we  must  be  careful  of  what  we  say  and  how  we  say  it;  and,  if  we  have  the  pro- 
clivity to  tell  white  lies  ( if  such  can  ever  be  considered  a  proper  compulsion )  let's  be  sure 
to  clean  them  up  and  put  things  in  proper  order.  One  art  which  we  do  not  want  to  per- 
fect is  the  art  of  deceit,  for  just  as  the  secretary  said:  "Oh,  what  a  tangled  web  we  weave 
when  first  we  practice  to  deceive."  If  you  don't  believe  this,  just  for  fun  sometimes  try 
alibiing  yourself  out  of  a  situation  and  see  how  tangled  up  you  become  before  you're  fin- 
ished. 


Some  webs  are  unbreakable,  you  know.  .  .  .  And,  it  is  much  easier  to  reweave  than 
to  unweave! 
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The  Lord's  Day  and 
fhe  Energy  Crisis" 


by  Dr.  Charles  A.  Piatt 


h 

i  VERYONE  is  talking  about  the  energy 
J  crisis,  and  to  the  Lord's  Day  Alliance 
can  mean  at  least  two  things.  First, 
nd  most  obvious,  it  means  that  America 
»  running  short  on  heating  fuel,  gaso- 
ne,  and  electricity.  But  second,  and 
jr  more  important,  we  are  facing  a 
airitual  energy  crisis  that  promises  to 
e  one  of  the  most  exciting  experiences 
1  our  national  history. 
[  Not  since  the  Great  Awakening  have 
he  signs  of  the  times  pointed  so  clearly 
a  a  new  revival  period  for  Christians 
iroughout  the  land. 
It  is  in  these  two  respects  that  the 
lord's  Day  Alliance  finds  itself  ready  to 
ccept  the  challenge  of  the  hour.  Less 
as  for  cars,  shorter  work  weeks  for 
vorkers  in  industry,  less  fuel  for  heat- 
ig,  and  cutbacks  in  electric  generation 
lean  a  "cooling  off"  of  the  economy, 
^nd  these  conditions  also  mean  a  gen- 
ial reevaluation  of  our  life-style  as 
Americans.  It  affords  an  opportunity  to 
)ause  and  reflect  on  the  spiritual  values 
if  life.  It  means  the  realignment  of 
nany  personal  and  community  activities, 
md  it  also  presents  a  new  image  of  our 
:hurch  relationships. 

In  recent  years  we  have  enjoyed  the 
reedom  of  driving  far  and  wide  to  at- 
end  the  church  of  our  choice.  Distance 
meant  little  when  gas  was  cheap  and 
abundant,  but  now  the  need  to  husband 
)ur  supply  means  a  new  emphasis  on  the 
leighborhood  church  and  a  greater  con- 
solidation of  church  activities  at  one 
jiven  time.    The  challenge  we  would 
■after,  therefore,  is  for  our  churches, 
large  and  small,  to  fling  wide  their  doors 
|pn  the  Lord's  Day  for  activities  for  the 
■entire  family,  morning,  afternoon,  and 
levening.    Let's  bring  back  the  Sunday 
ipfternoon  Bible  classes  and  the  Sunday 
(evening  worship  programs,  song  ser- 


vices, youth  meetings,  and  prayer  fellow- 
ship. 

Furthermore,  the  Lord's  Day  Alliance 
can  take  the  leadership  in  helping  indus- 
try to  see  the  wisdom  of  closing  down 
its  operations  on  the  Lord's  Day.  Gas 
stations  are  closed  on  Sunday;  fewer 
long  trips  are  being  made.  Now  is  the 
time  to  give  additional  encouragement 
to  shopping  centers  to  keep  their  doors 
closed. 

With  regard  to  the  signs  of  spiritual 
revival  in  evidence  today,  we  see  before 
us  an  unprecedented  opportunity  to 
share  in  its  leadership.  Articles  on  the 
religious  life  in  America  are  being  fea- 
tured in  our  leading  newspapers  and 
periodicals.  Television  series  are  being 
presented,  dramas  being  staged,  sym- 
phonies played,  and  movies  shown  with 
religion  as  the  theme.  Some  of  these 
are  excellent,  others  mediocre  and  in 
poor  taste,  and  some  are  downright  blas- 
phemous,- but  they  indicate  both  a  new 
interest  in  religion  and  a  widespread 
groping  for  spiritual  understanding. 
Churches  with  the  strongest  evangelical 
emphasis  are  growing  phenomenally.  As 
an  Alliance,  serving  the  whole  church 
since  1888,  we  do  not  presume  to  dic- 
tate a  theological  position,  but  we  are 
anxious  to  help  place  a  stronger  empha- 
sis on  the  observance  of  the  Lord's  Day 
in  contemporary  society. 

Therefore,  the  challenge  before  us  is 
to  broaden  the  base  of  denominational 
representation  within  the  Alliance.  Our 
hope  would  be  that  more  of  the  religious 
bodies  of  America  would  recognize  offi- 
cially the  Alliance  and  its  objectives.  We 
call  upon  all  members  and  friends  of  the 
Alliance  to  urge  all  churches  to  promote 
the  Alliance,  not  as  an  end  in  itself,  but 
as  a  means  of  strengthening  the  place  of 
the  Lord's  Day  in  our  society. 

We  anticipate  another  consultation  on 


Churches  and  Ministers 
Available 

(  Note  :  This  column  is  provided,  when 
needed,  for  any  church  that  is  seeking  a 
pastor  and  for  any  minister  who  is  seeking 
a  church  to  serve  and  would  like  to  give 
such  notice.  Please  send  the  necessary  in- 
formation to  the  editor  of  "The  Free  Will 
Baptist."  Each  notice  will  run  for  two  is- 
sues only.) 


The  Rev.  R.  P.  Harris,  1200  Tarboro 
Street,  Rocky  Mount,  North  Carolina 
27801,  would  like  to  announce  that  he 
is  available  for  pastoral  and  revival 
and  Bible  conference  services.  Any 
church  or  person  interested  in  securing 
the  services  of  Mr.  Harris  may  contact 
him  at  the  above  address  or  telephone 
442-3536. 

The  Rev.  Douglas  Skinner  announces 
that  he  is  available  for  pastoral  duties  in 
North  Carolina.  He  returned  to  North 
Carolina  March  1,  1974,  after  completing 
his  education  at  Oakland  City  College, 
Oakland  City,  Indiana.  Any  church  de- 
siring his  services  may  contact  him  by 
writing  2517  Trull  Street,  Wilson,  North 
Carolina  27893,  or  by  phoning  243-2729. 

The  Rosebud  Free  Will  Baptist  Church, 
Wilson,  North  Carolina,  will  be  in  need 
of  a  pastor  as  of  June  1,  1974.  Any 
minister  interested  in  serving  the  needs 
of  this  church  is  asked  to  contact  Mr. 
J.  W.  Pender,  Route  4,  Box  420,  Wilson, 
North  Carolina  27893;  or  he  might  tele- 
phone 237-3543  after  6  p.m. 


the  Lord's  Day  in  the  near  future,  at 
which  time  we  would  gather  representa- 
tives of  the  churches,  industry,  labor  and 
management,  professional  sports,  related 
organizations,  and  college  groups  to  con- 
sult together  on  the  significance  and  im- 
portance of  the  Lord's  Day  in  a  plural- 
istic society.  And  we  further  anticipate 
an  important  place  of  participation  in 
the  Bicentennial  Celebration  of  the  Unit- 
ed States,  beginning  on  Sunday,  the 
Lord's  Day,  July  4,  1976. 

There  was  an  energy  crisis  on  the  Day 
of  Pentecost,  the  Lord's  Day,  seven  weeks 
after  the  resurrection  of  our  Lord  Jesus 
Christ.  It  electrified  the  disciples  of  old 
and  provided  power  for  the  world.  God 
grant  that  the  energy  crisis  of  1974  will 
be  a  new  outpouring  of  spiritual  power 
for  all  mankind! 
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SUNDAY,  MARCH  17 
Scripture   Reading— Psalm  4:3 
"Too  Much  Time  with  the  SaintsI" 
An  old  saint  kept  grumbling  because  a 
preacher  did  not  come  to  see  her  often 
enough.    Finally,  he  said,  "Sister,  I  am  too 
busy  trying  to  save  the  unsaved  among  us 
to  spend  too  much  time  with  the  saints. 
But  I  promise  you  that  when  we  get  to 
heaven,  I  will  drop  in  some  morning  and 
stay  a  thousand  years!"— Christian  Observer. 
Prayer  Thought 
We  must  be  about  our  Father's  business. 
We  do  not  have  time  to  waste.   Our  life- 
time is  short  and  we  have  much  to  ac- 
complish for  Christ  in  a  short  length  of 
time. 

MONDAY,  MARCH  18 
Scripture  Reading— John  13:35 
Which  Needs  Help? 
Self-righteous  people  know  nothing  of 
true  repentance.  A  woman  told  her  min- 
ister she  would  leave  the  church  if  a  young 
woman  who  shared  her  pew  wasn't  made 
to  occupy  another  seat.  Said  the  minister: 
"Madam,  that  girl  was  saved  from  a  terri- 
ble life  of  sin.  You  say  she  sits  and  weeps 
quietly  through  the  church  services,  and  it 
annoys  you,  but  it's  because  her  heart  is 
so  full  of  love  to  her  Saviour.  Can't  you 
try  to  understand  her?"  "No,  I  can't," 
said  the  woman.  "People  who  show  emo- 
tion over  their  religion  annoy  me.  I  have 
always  lived  a  good  life.  I  don't  make  any 
fuss."  "Well,  madam,"  said  the  minister, 
"have  a  talk  with  the  girl;  I  believe  she 
can  help  you."— As  Told  by  the  Minister. 
Prayer  Thought 
An  understanding  heart  is  a  most  desir- 
able attribute.  Not  everyone  reacts  in  the 
same  manner  to  life's  experiences.  We 
must  learn  to  practice  love  and  with  true 
love  will  come  understanding. 

TUESDAY,  MARCH  19 
Scripture  Reading— James  5:16 

Impossible  to  Be  a  Christian 
In  a  small  country  church,  a  rich  man 
has  for  years  been  the  leading  elder.  The 
congregation  was  looking  for  a  new  min- 
ister, and  this  elder  interviewed  each  man 
who  preached   as   a  candidate.     One  of 


these  was  a  truly  born-again  man,  and  his 
sermon  was  on  "Repentance."  Said  the 
elder  to  him,  "I  dislike  very  much  hear- 
ing our  people  called  sinners."  "Are  you 
a  Christian,  sir?"  asked  the  minister.  "Of 
course  I'm  a  Christian,"  said  the  man. 
"Then  you  were  a  sinner,  and  sought  Christ 
for  salvation,"  said  the  minister.  "Oh,  no, 
I  never  was  a  sinner,"  said  the  elder.  "Well, 
sir,"  said  the  minister,  "it's  impossible  for 
you  to  be  a  Christian  then,  because  it  was 
sinners  Christ  came  to  save.  He  tells  us  so 
Himself."— Selected. 

Prayer  Thought 
Fortunately  Christ  did  come  to  earth  to 
save  sinners.   Since  we  are  all  sinners  we 
can  truly  appreciate  this  fact  and  be  grate- 
ful for  eternal  life. 

WEDNESDAY,  MARCH  20 
Scripture  Reading— Matthew  6:20 
"Think  of  the  Difference" 
A  young  woman  was  one  day  visiting  an 
aged  man,  a  friend  of  her  father's,  who  had 
been  associated  with  him  in  early  life.  The 
man  had  been  one  of  those  who  had  run 
after  the  world  and  had  overtaken  it.  All 
it  could  give  he  had  obtained.  Soon  he  in- 
quired after  the  state  of  his  friend,  whom  he 
knew  to  be  in  circumstances  of  far  less  ex- 
ternal comfort  than  himself.  As  he  listen- 
ed to  the  story  of  his  less-favored  friend's 
patience  in  suffering,  of  the  cheerfulness 
with  which  he  could  look  forward  to  either 
life  or  death,  the  rich  man's  conscience  ap- 
plied the  unexpressed  reproach,  and  he  ex- 
claimed, "Yes,  yes,  you  wonder  why  I  can- 
not be  as  happy  and  quiet,  too;  but  think 
of  the  difference.  He  is  going  to  his 
treasure  and  I— I  must  leave  mine."— G.  B. 
F.  Hallock. 

Prayer  Thought 
It  will  be  of  little  profit  to  us  if  all  of 
our  treasures  are  of  this  world,  and  we  find 
ourselves  residing  in  another  region. 

THURSDAY,  MARCH  21 
Scripture  Reading— Psalm  118:24 
Miracle 

Trees,  which  in  winter  looked  like  posts 

Against  a  vacant  sky, 

Are  now  arrayed  in  loveliness. 

They  mutely  testify 

To  resurrection  glory.  God 

Whispered,  "Time  now  to  wake," 

And  sleeping  nature  heard  His  voice 

And  felt  His  power  to  make 

A  world  of  emerald  beauty  from 

The  drab  of  bush  and  tree. 

Each  passing  year  spring  seems  more  like 

A  miracle  to  mel 

—Olive  Weaver  Ridenour. 
Prayer  Thought 
Spring  is  God's  miracle  for  us  to  view 
every  year.  How  is  it  possible  for  some  to 
doubt  that  there  is  a  God  with  such  an 
abundance  of  proof  all  around  us? 

FRIDAY,  MARCH  22 
Scripture  Reading— 1  Timothy  2:1 


Thankful  for  Little  Things  h 

One  morning  there  was  a  little  puddl 
by  the  roadside.  Some  small  brown  birc 
gathered  around  it  and  took  turns  hoppin 
in  for  a  great  time  of  splashing.  Then  the 
flew  up  in  the  bushes  nearby  and  san 
gaily,  as  though  pouring  out  their  than!' 
for  the  nice  bath  they  had  found  on  a  ho 
dusty  day. 

Birds  and  animals  seem  to  enjoy  and  aj, 
preciate  every  little  blessing  that  com* 
their  way— a  cool  drink,  a  bit  of  food, 
little  shade  on  a  hot  day,  some  sheltt 
from  a  storm. 

Don't  they  rather  shame  us  humans  whj 
take  so  much  for  granted  in  our  lives! 
Suppose  we  try  looking  about  us  today  t 
find  the  little  things  we  should  be  thanl 
ful  for.-M.  E.  Burkett,  Selected. 

Prayer  Thought 

We  feel  so  superior  to  birds  and  animal 
yet  many  of  us  appear  to  have  a  great  dec 
less  intelligence  and  candor. 

SATURDAY,  MARCH  22 
Scripture  Reading— Romans  11:6 

The  Monument  Moody  Wanted 
The  monument  I  want  after  I  am  dea 
and  gone  is  a  monument  with  two  leg 
going  about  the  world— a  saved  sinner  tel 
ing  about  the  salvation  of  Jesus  Christ.-' 
D.  L.  Moody,  quoted  in  Moody  Monthly 
Prayer  Thought 
How  many  saved  sinners  do  we  have  t 
our  credit?   To  say  we  have  many  woull 
be  wonderful;  to  say  we  have  only  ourselve 
would  be  of  equal  wonderment. 

(Devotions  used  by  permission,  Knight 
Master  Book  of  New  Illustrations,  Eerc 
mans  Press.) 


Mount  Olive  Singers 
Make  Television 
Appearance 

The  Mount  Olive  Singers,  a  musice 
group  of  eight  students  at  Mount  Oliv 
College,  will  be  featured  Thursdav 
March  14,  over  Wilmington  television 
WECT  (Channel  6)  on  the  "Jim  Burn 
Show." 

The  singers  are  under  the  directioi 
of  Mrs.  Irene  Patten  of  the  Mount  0liv< 
College  music  faculty.  Members  includ< 
Gail  Ball,  Kinston,-  Robin  Tally,  Winston 
Salem;  Edna  Williams,  Newton  Grove 
Jackie  Bass,  Fremont;  Carlton  Lucas,  Kins 
ton;  Freddie  Boykin,  Wilson;  Mike  Weeks 
Clinton;  and  Frank  Grubbs,  Plymouth. 


Someone  has  figured  out  that  the  peal 
years  of  mental  activity  must  be  be 
tween  the  ages  of  four  and  eighteen. 

At  four  we  know  all  the  questions. 

At  eighteen  we  know  all  the  answers 
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A  REMINDER 


Greetings  to  all  our  auxiliary  members 
the  Eastern  District. 
This  is  a  special  reminder  to  all  of  our 
enevolence  chairmen.    The  time  is  al- 
ji  nost  here!   What  time?    It  is  time  for 
J  he  Spring  Convention  of  the  Woman's 
[Auxiliaries  of  the  Eastern  District.  The 
;  ilace?    Sure,  it  is  convening  with  the 
!>andy  Plain  Free  Will  Baptist  Church, 
(pink  Hill,  North  Carolina. 
J  I  hope  each  local  auxiliary  has  met  its 
jnuota  for  the  Children's  Home  and  for 
|5uperannuation.    Let's  be  sure  to  meet 
Jjpur  obligations  to  our  children.  They 
4 jare  our  precious  jewels  entrusted  in  our 
Icare.  Then  please  remember  our  pastors 
nwho  have  blazed  the  trail  for  our  fu- 
ture, also  for  the  ones  now  serving. 

Respectfully  submitted, 
Mrs.  Carol  B.  Hansley 
Benevolence  Chairman 


Eastern  District 
Woman's  Auxiliary 
Convention 

The  Eastern  District  Woman's  Auxil- 
iary Convention  will  convene  with  the 
Sandy  Plain  Free  Will  Baptist  Church, 
Route  2,  Pink  Hill,  North  Carolina,  Thurs- 
day, March  21.  (The  church  is  located 
on  Highway  291,  between  Beulaville  and 
Pink  Hill.)  The  theme  for  the  conven- 
tion will  be  "Security,"  with  Scripture 
taken  from  John  6:69:  ".  .  .  we  believe 
and  are  sure  that  thou  art  that  Christ, 
the  Son  of  the  living  God."  Mrs.  Fred 
Register,  district  president,  will  preside 
with  Mrs.  Bobby  Houston  serving  as  mu- 
sic director  and  Mrs.  Melba  Sumner  as 
pianist.   The  program  is  as  follows: 

Morning  Session 

9:30— Registration 

10:00-Hymn,  "The  Church's  One  Foun- 
dation" 

10:05— Devotions  and  Prayer,  Mrs.  Cyn- 
thia Smith 


10:15-Welcome,  Mrs.  Effie  Sumner,  Host 

Auxiliary  President 
—Response,  Mrs.  Calvin  Mercer 
10:20— Recognition  of  Ministers,  Officers, 

and  Delegates 
—District  President's  Remarks,  Mrs. 

Fred  Register 
10:30-Report  of  Free  Will  Baptist  Press 

Foundation,  Mrs.  Ellen  Dixon 
10:40-Report  of  Missions,  Mrs.  Adaline 

Gray 

10:50— Report  of  Children's  Home,  Mrs. 

C.  B.  Hansley 
1 1 :00— Report  of  Mount  Olive  College 
ll:10-Hymn,  "The  Solid  Rock" 

—Offering  (Divided  Equally  Between 
Mount  Olive  College  and  the  Chil- 
dren's Home) 


11:15— State  President's  Remarks,  Mrs. 
D.  W.  Hancock 
—Report  of  Cragmont  Assembly 

11:30— Report  of  Camp  Vandemere,  Car- 
roll Hawkins 

1 1:40— Announcements     and  Appoint- 
ment of  Committees 

1 1  =50— Declamation  and  Essay  Winners 

12:00-Lunch 

Afternoon  Session 

1:00— Hymn,  "0  God,  Our  Help  in  Ages 
Past" 

1:05— Sandy  Plain  Youth  Group 
1:15— Woman  of  the  Year  Award,  Mrs. 

Versie  Baldree 
1:25— Other  Denominational  Work  Re- 
ports 

—Minutes  of  the  Executive  Com- 
mittee 

1 :40— Secretary's  Report 
—Treasurer's  Report 
—Old  Business 
—New  Business 
—Reports  of  Committees 
—Appointment    of    Delegates  to 

Other  Conventions 
—Adjournment 
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College  Union 
Building  Planning 
Committee 

Dr.  Hilda  F.  Owens,  dean  of  students 
at  Mount  Olive  College  and  chairman  of 
the  newly  appointed  College  Union  Build- 
ing Planning  Committee,  has  announced 
plans  by  the  committee  to  study  the 
needs  of  the  College,  church,  and  the 
community  as  they  relate  to  functions 
and  facilities  that  should  be  provided  in 
a  proposed  College  Union  building. 

Committee  membership  includes  Col- 
lege personnel,  students,  members  of 
the  Board  of  Trustees,  and  community 
representatives.  Board  of  Trustees  mem- 
bers include,  Mrs.  N.  B.  Barrow,  Snow 
Hill;  Mr.  James  B.  Hunt  Sr.,  Lucama,- 


Mrs.  W.  P.  Kemp  Sr.,  Goldsboro,-  and  Mr. 
Ray  Warwick,  Newton  Grove. 


Discussing  Student  Union  with  Shaw  Smith 

President  W.  B.  Raper  has  charged  the 
Committee  with  the  development  of  a 
philosophy  for  the  College  Union,  the 
identification  of  the  types  of  functions 
(continued  on  page  eight) 
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DENOMINATIONAL  INTEREST 


New  Creations  at 
Sound  Side  Church 

The  New  Creations,  a  singing  group 
from  Mount  Olive  College,  Mount  Olive, 
North  Carolina,  will  present  a  program 
of  singing  and  witnessing  at  the  Sound 
Side  Free  Will  Baptist  Church  near 
Columbia,  North  Carolina,  Sunday  even- 
ing, March  17,  beginning  at  seven 
o'clock.  The  church  extends  a  cordial 
invitation  to  everyone  to  attend  and  have 
a  good  time  in  the  Lord. 

Youth  Sunday  at 
Pleasant  Grove  Church 

On  Sunday,  February  24,  the  youth  of 
Pleasant  Grove  Free  Will  Baptist  Church, 
Route  2,  Pikeville,  North  Carolina,  were 
in  charge  of  the  morning  worship  service. 
The  singing  for  this  service  was  con- 
ducted by  Royce  Aycock.  The  youth 
choir  rendered  a  special  number,  "To 
God  Be  the  Glory,"  followed  with  a  duet 
by  Ellen  Parnell  and  Helen  Jones.  The 
youth  quartet,  composed  of  Martie  Pate, 
Tonya  Crumpler,  Joey  Crumpler,  and 


Coming  Events  .  .  . 

March  16— Eastern  District  Youth  Con- 
vention, Moseley's  Creek  Free  Will  Bap- 
tist Church,  Dover,  North  Carolina, 
9:30  A.M. 

March  23— Central  Conference  District 
Youth  Convention,  Gum  Swamp  Free 
Will  Baptist  Church,  B  e  I  v  o  i  r,  Pitt 
County,  North  Carolina 

March  27— Central  Conference  Woman's 
Auxiliary  Convention,  Ayden,  North 
Carolina,  Free  Will  Baptist  Church 

April  5-7-Free  Will  Baptist  Camp-Out, 
Eagle's  Nest  Conference  Center,  Mount 
Olive  College,  Mount  Olive,  North  Caro- 
lina 

April  20— North  Carolina  State  Sunday 
School  Convention,  Mount  Olive  Col- 
lege, Mount  Olive,  North  Carolina,-  Reg- 
istration, 9  A.  M. 

May  4— Christian  Music  Festival,  Eaqles 
Nest  Conference  Center,  Mount  Olive 
College,  Mount  Olive,  North  Carolina 


Royce  Aycock,  also  rendered  a  special  in 
song.  They  were  accompanied  at  the 
piano  by  Becky  Parnell.  The  morning 
message  was  brought  by  Joey  Crumpler, 
a  licensed  minister  from  the  church. 

Nancy  Overman,  church  reporter,  stat- 
ed: "Everyone  received  a  blessing  from 
the  youth  service  that  was  rendered.  We 
would  like  to  thank  God  for  giving  our 
church  such  talented  young  people  and 
for  their  desire  to  want  to  take  a  part 
in  the  church  services." 

Gray  Branch  Announces 
Spring  Revival 

The  Gray  Branch   Free  Will  Baptist 


Church,  Deep  Run,  North  Carolina,  air 
nounces  its  spring  revival  for  the  wee 
of  March  24-30.  The  guest  speaker  fo 
these  services  will  be  the  Rev.  Lloyd  Vei 
non,  pastor  of  Whaley's  Chapel  Free  Wil 
Baptist  Church,  Richlands,  North  Care 
lina.  Services  will  begin  nightly  at  7:3l' 
with  the  pastor,  the  Rev.  James  Warren 
assisting  Mr.  Vernon. 

The  public  is  cordially  invited  to  at 
tend.  The  pastor  states:  "Pray  that  Goc 
will  bless  us  at  this  time  and  that  man) 
souls  will  be  won  for  Christ." 


Calvary  Church  Announces 
Spring  Revival 

The  Calvary  Free  Will  Baptist  Church, 
Wilson,  North  Carolina,  announces  its 
spring  revival  for  the  week  of  March 
17-22,  beginning  each  evening  at  7:30. 
The  visiting  speaker  will  be  the  Rev. 
James  Joyner  of  Kenly,  North  Carolina. 
He  will  be  assisted  by  the  pastor,  the 
Rev.  Dewey  Boling.  There  will  be  special 
music  each  evening.  Each  and  everyone 
is  invited  to  attend. 


Harmony  Quartet  to  Be  at  Pleasant  Hill  Church 


The  Harmony  Quartet  of  Kinston, 
North  Carolina,  will  be  featured  Sunday 
night,  March  17,  7:30  p.m.,  at  a  special 
service  at  the  Pleasant  Hill  Free  Will 
Baptist  Church,  Route  2,  Grimesland, 
North  Carolina  (N.  C.  43).  The  group 
will  have  charge  of  the  entire  service 
which  promises  to  be  one  of  the  more 


inspirational  services  rendered  by  an 
evangelistic  song  group.  The  pastor  of 
the  church,  the  Rev.  W.  H.  Willis,  and 
the  church  congregation  issue  a  warm 
invitation  to  the  public  to  be  in  attend- 
ance for  this  particular  service  and  all 
other  services  connected  with  the  church. 
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f rival  Services  Scheduled 
I  Black  Jack  Church 

0  Revival  services  will  begin  at  Black 
e;  J;k  Free  Will  Baptist  Church,  Route  3, 
rjeenville,  North  Carolina,  on  Sunday 
t;jght,  March  17,  and  will  continue 
trough  Friday  night,  March  22.  Ser- 
ies will  begin  each  evening  at  7:30. 


Morth  Carolina.    Mr.  Privette  is  presi- 
dent of  the  North  Carolina  Christian  Ac- 
lion  League  and  first  vice-president  of 
irhe  Baptist  State  Convention  of  North 
i  Carolina.    He  received  his  education  at 
i, Wake   Forest   University,  Southeastern 
(  Baptist  Theological  Seminary,  the  School 
of  Pastoral  Care  of  the  North  Carolina 
Baptist  Hospital,  and  Bowman  Gray 
School  of  Medicine. 

There  will  be  special  singing  each 
(evening  by  local  church  talent  and  visit- 
ing groups.   The  pastor,  the  Rev.  Bobby 
G.  Bazen,  and  the  congregation  extend  a 
■cordial  welcome  to  everyone  for  what 

I promises  to  be  a  very  meaningful  series 
of  services. 
Gray  Branch  Church 
Begins  Full-Time  Services 

The  Gray  Branch  Free  Will  Baptist 
Church,  Deep  Run,  North  Carolina,  held 
its  quarterly  business  meeting  on  Satur- 
day night,  December  8,  1973,  at  which 
time  the  church  voted  to  go  on  full-time 
services  for  the  Lord.  The  Rev.  James 
Warren  of  Kinston,  North  Carolina,  was 
called  as  the  first  full-time  pastor  of  the 
church.  The  church  began  its  full-time 
services  on  Sunday,  February  10,  1974. 
Mr.  Warren  is  married  to  the  former 


Margaret  M.  Whaley  of  Pink  Hill,  North 
Carolina,  and  they  have  four  children: 
Jimmy,  Mike,  Jeff,  and  Michelle. 

The  church  reporter  states:  "Con- 
gratulations Mr.  and  Mrs.  Warren.  May 
God  bless  you  in  this  new  work  in  His 
holy  name.  Our  prayers  are  with  you 
and  your  family  as  you  continue  to  do 
the  Lord's  work  here  at  Gray  Branch. 
May  God  bless  the  church  as  it  seeks  to 
be  a  soul-winning  station  for  the  Lord." 

Spring  Revival  in  Progress 
At  Oak  Grove  Church 

Spring  revival  services  are  in  progress 
this  week  at  the  Oak  Grove  Free  Will 
Baptist  Church,  Vanceboro,  North  Caro- 
lina. Services  began  Monday  evening, 
March  11,  and  will  continue  each  even- 
ing through  Saturday,  March  16.  The 
guest  evangelist  for  the  week  is  the  Rev. 
Davie  Brinson,  pastor  of  Saint  Mary's 
Free  Will  Baptist  Church  in  Kenly,  North 
Carolina. 

The  pastor  and  the  church  congrega- 
tion invite  everyone  and  extend  a  cor- 
dial welcome  to  all  to  attend  the  re- 
mainder of  the  services  and  hear  the 
Word  of  God  preached. 


C.  F.  Bowen  to  Conduct 
Spring  Revival  at  Cabin 


Revival  services  will  be  conducted  at 
Cabin  Free  Will  Baptist  Church  near 
Beulaville,  North  Carolina,  the  week  of 
March  18-22,  beginning  each  evening  at 
7:30.  The  Rev.  C.  F.  Bowen,  pastor  of 
the  First  Free  Will  Baptist  Church  of  Wil- 
son, North  Carolina,  will  be  the  guest 
minister.  He  will  be  assisted  by  the  pas- 
tor, the  Rev.  Jimmy  Webster.  The  public 
is  cordially  invited  to  attend  all  these 
services  they  possibly  can. 


Four  Successful  Years 
At  Pleasant  Hill 

The  Rev.  C.  M.  Coats  will  be  leaving 
Pleasant  Hill  Free  Will  Baptist  Church, 
Route  2,  Pikeville,  North  Carolina,  June 
30,  1974,  after  four  successful  years  as 
pastor  of  the  church. 

During  these  four  years  the  spiritual 
life  of  the  church  and  the  visitation  pro- 
gram have  been  strengthened.  The 
church  has  gone  from  half-time  services 
to  full-time  services,  and  the  member- 
ship has  steadily  increased.  There  has 
also  been  a  substantial  increase  in  the 
church  budget  for  the  denominational 
enterprises.  Also  during  this  time  a 
new  steeple  has  been  added  to  the 
church  and  the  walkways  have  been 
hard-surfaced.  A  heat  and  air-condi- 
tioning system  is  now  being  installed  in 
the  fellowship  hall. 

The  church  recommends  Mr.  Coats  to 
any  church  desiring  a  good  pastor. 

The  officers  of  the  Pleasant  Hill 
church  are:  Board  of  Deacons,  Joseph  W. 
Rollins,  Albert  F.  Pierce,  David  Berry, 
George  Ballance,  Charlie  Wells,  and  Grey 
Snipes,-  church  clerk,  Marjorie  Snipes,- 
and,  church  treasurer,  Zora  W.  Bunn. 

Gospel  Music  at 
Union  Grove  Church 

The  Union  Grove  Free  Will  Baptist 
Church,  Route  2,  Fremont,  North  Caro- 
lina, will  present  a  program  of  gospel 
music,  featuring  "The  Foundations," 
Sunday  evening,  March  17.  During  the 
program,  which  will  begin  at  7:30,  a 
free-will  offering  will  be  taken.  The 
public  is  invited  to  attend. 


What's  It  Ail  About? 

Hey!  All  Free  Will  Baptist  scooters, 
troops,  individuals,  leaders,  parents  of 
scouts,  and  interested  friends:  Watch  the 
March  20  and  27  issues  of  THE  FREE 
WILL  BAPTIST.  A  first  in  the  history  of 
our  denomination  is  soon  taking  place! 
Your  Scouting  Commission, 
Harry  A.  Jones,  Chairman 


Little -Much 

Little  of  the  Word  with  little  prayer 
is  death  to  the  spiritual  life.  Much  of 
the  Word  with  little  prayer  gives  a  sick- 
ly life.  Much  prayer  with  little  of  the 
Word  gives  emotional  life.  But  a  full 
measure  of  both  the  Word  and  prayer 
each  day  gives  a  healthy  and  powerful 
life.— Andrew  Murray. 
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Mount  Olive  News 

(continued  from  page  five) 

and  services  to  be  performed  or  provid- 
ed in  the  union,  the  relationship  between 
the  functions,  and  an  estimate  of  the 
amount  of  space  required  to  respond  to 
the  identified  needs. 

It  is  anticipated  that  the  building  will 
include  the  food  services,  campus  store, 
mail  services,  health  services,  counsel- 
ing and  placement  services,  recreational 
and  lounge  areas,  conference  and  meet- 
ing rooms,  offices  for  student  organiza- 
tions and  publications,  and  offices  for 
certain  administrative  officers  of  the 
College. 

Shaw  Smith,  the  son  of  Mrs.  Migno- 
nette Smith  of  Mount  Olive,  is  serving 
as  consultant  to  the  College  and  the  com- 
mittee on  this  project.  Mr.  Smith  is  di- 
rector of  the  College  Union  and  coordi- 
nator of  student  activities  at  Davidson 
College  and  currently  serving  as  presi- 
dent of  the  Association  of  College  Unions 
International. 

With  regard  to  planning  the  College 
Union  building,  Dr.  Owens  commented: 
"All  of  us  are  cognizant  of  the  difficul- 
ty of  administering  a  comprehensive 
student  life  program  without  adequate 
facilities  for  these  functions.  We  have 
a  unique  opportunity  and  responsibility 
to  identify  major  student  life  needs  of 
the  campus,  to  recommend  appropriate 
facilities,  and  develop  a  program  to  meet 
those  needs.  We  welcome  this  challenge. 
We  are  most  fortunate  in  obtaining  the 
services  of  Mr.  Smith  as  consultant  on 
this  project.  He  is  recognized  as  one  of 
the  most  knowledgeable  persons  in  the 
nation  on  College  Unions  and  he  also  has 
a  knowledge  and  appreciation  for  this 
community  and  the  mission  of  our  Col- 
lege." 


College  Plans  Church 
Officer's  Conference 

A  training  program  for  church  officers 
will  be  held  at  Mount  Olive  College  on 
March  23,  1974.  The  program  will  con- 
sist of  instructions  and  question  and 
answer  sessions.  The  conference  will 
include  the  following  church  officers: 
deacons,  clerks,  treasurers,  Sunday 
school  superintendents,  assistant  Sunday 
school  superintendents,  choir  directors, 
and  ushers. 

Teachers  for  the  various  officers  in- 
clude the  following:  The  Rev.  Floyd  B. 
Cherry,  deacons,-  the  Rev.  Walter  Rey- 


nolds, clerks,-  the  Rev.  N.  Bruce  Barrow, 
treasurers;  the  Rev.  Bill  Futch,  Sunday 
school  superintendents  and  assistants,- 
Mr.  Darius  Rose,  choir  directors;  and 
the  Rev.  Jesse  Parks,  ushers. 

Study  materials  on  these  various  of- 
fices may  be  obtained  from  the  Free  Will 
Baptist  Press  Foundation.  Listings  of 
the  materials  have  been  published  in  The 
Free  Will  Baptist. 

The  purpose  of  the  program  is  to  help 
each  church  officer  understand  more 


clearly  the  nature  and  function  of  f 
role,  as  well  as  providing  some  specil 
ideas  on  how  to  best  fulfill  that  role. 

There  will  be  no  charge  for  the  co 
ference.  Lunch  will  be  served  on  caT 
pus  at  $1.50  per  person. 

An  outline  of  the  program  is  as  fc 
lows:  9:30  -  10:30  a.m.-Session  I;  10:3 
11:00  a.m.-RefreshmentS;  11:00  -  12: 
p.m.— Session  II;  12:45  -  1:30  p.m. 
lunch  (cafeteria);  and  1:30  -  3:00  p.m 
Session  III. 


BIBLE  TIMES 

Weights,  Measures,  Money 

(Taken  from  Halley's  Bible  Handbook) 

by  Mrs.  Royce  Matthews 
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Bath  (about  9  gallons) 
Bekah  VA  ounce) 
Cab  (2  quarts) 
Cubit  (about  18  inches) 
Daric  (gold  $5) 
Denarius  (16  cents) 
Didrachma  (32  cents) 
Digit  (%  inch) 
Drachma  (16  cents) 
Ephah  (about  1  bushel) 
Farthing  VA  cent) 
Fathom  (6  feet) 
Firkin  (9  gallons) 
Furlong  Vs  mile) 
Gerah  (1/40  ounce) 


Hin  (6  quarts) 
Homer  (90  gallons) 
Kab  (2  quarts) 
Kor  (90  gallons) 
Log  (1  pint) 

Maneh  (about  2  pounds) 
Mite  (Va  cent) 
Omer  (7  pints) 
Pound  ($16) 
Reed  (about  11  feet) 
Seah  (IV2  pecks) 
Shekel  (64  cents) 
Span  (about  9  inches) 
Stadium  (about  1/7  mile) 
Talent  (about  $1,000) 


In  the  puzzle  above,  circle  the  Bible  weights,  measures,  and  money.  Your  an- 
swers may  read  vertical,  horizontal,  or  diagonal,  and  may  be  spelled  forward  or  back- 
ward. The  answers  to  this  week's  puzzle  will  be  in  the  next  issue  of  the  "Baptist." 
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THE  FREE  WILL  BAPTIST 


Mount  Olive  College 
Plans  Christian 
Music  Festival 

Plans  are  now  being  made  for  the  big- 
gest and  best  Christian  Music  Festival 
ever  to  be  held  in  Eastern  North  Caro- 
lina. This  festival  will  be  held  at  Eagles 
Nest  Conference  Center  on  Saturday, 
May  4,  1974.  The  purposes  of  this  event 
are  to  honor  and  glorify  God  and  to 
spread   the   good   news   of  salvation 


through  songs  and  testimonies.  You  are 
urged  to  make  your  plans  now  to  attend 
this  festival  and  especially  to  bring  the 
youth  in  your  church  and  your  com- 
munity. 

The  groups  that  have  been  invited  to 
participate  in  this  program  are:  The  Sing- 
ing Americans  of  Raleigh,  The  Young 
World  Singers  of  Vanceboro,  The  Dixie 
Melody  Boys  of  Kinston,  The  Messengers 
of  New  Bern,  The  Four  Clefs  of  Dunn, 
The  Four  in  Christ  Quartet  of  New  Bern, 
The  Free  Spirit  Singers  of  Kinston,  The 


MISSIONS 


Report  from  Home 
Missions  Department 

Below  is  a  letter  received  by  the  Rev. 
Taylor  Hill,  secretary-treasurer  of  the 
Home  Missions  Department  of  the  North 
Carolina  State  Convention  of  Original 
Free  Will  Baptists,  from  the  Rev.  Wayne 
Watson,  pastor  of  the  Free  Will  Baptist 
Mission  in  Charlotte,  North  Carolina. 
[|\Ar.  Hill  would  like  to  have  the  letter 
[jprinted  in  its  original  form. 

'Dear  Brother  Taylor, 
\  "This  mission  is  the  most  exciting 
work  I  have  been  in  yet.  The  Lord  is 
plessing  so  much.  We  have  been  in  our 
tiew  building  three  weeks.  The  first 
week  we  had  14  in  services,-  the  second 
week  there  were  16;  and,  the  third  week 
j/ve  had  24  for  the  services  and  one  con- 
l/ert.  Praise  God  for  this!  Our  average 
Offering  has  been  $64.32,  with  a  record 
Hay  of  $98.05. 


above  is  our  people  on  February  24,  with 
26  present. 

"The  picture  below  of  the  little  girl 
and  myself  is  our  first  convert.  Her 
name  is  Rhonda  Lovick,  the  daughter  of 
Bill  and  Linda  Lovick,  our  first  family  in 
the  mission. 


1  "Brother  Taylor,  this  group  pictured 
HE  FREE  WILL  BAPTIST 


"Please  pray  for  this  work  for  the 
fields  are  so  white  unto  harvest  and  the 
time  is  so  short. 

"I  would  like  to  thank  everyone  for 
his  prayers  and  support  in  making  this 
work  possible.  I  know  without  a  doubt 
that  if  our  people  will  sincerely  pray  for 
this  work,  God  is  going  to  do  great 
things  here  in  Charlotte.  So,  Brother 
Taylor,  ask  our  people  to  pray,  pray, 
pray! 

"Your  missionary  in  Charlotte, 
"Wayne  Watson" 

Please  send  all  contributions  for  home 
missions  to  the  Rev.  Taylor  Hill,  1207 
Arsenal  Avenue,  Fayetteville,  North  Caro- 
lina 28305. 


Gary  Webber  Singers  of  Vanceboro,  The 
Centurions  of  Fayetteville,  and  The 
Chordsmen  of  Fayetteville. 

Once  again— that  date  is  May  4— put 
it  on  your  calendar  now  and  come  and 
enjoy  some  good  Christian  fellowship 
and  music. 


Heavenly  Home 

by  Mrs.  Alice  Spivey 
Elizabeth  City,  North  Carolina 

Riches  on  earth  can  never  buy 
A  seat  with  Jesus  up  on  high. 
The  poorest  man,  I  am  told, 
Will  quickly  enter  the  gates  of  gold. 

Your  heart  is  all  that  Jesus  needs 
To  serve  Him  with  love  and  good  deeds. 
All  you  pay  for  your  heavenly  home 
Is  kindness  and  love,  and  that  alone. 


tag* 
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sPeah 


s$ofti 


Take  a  listen  as  he  speaks 
about  cop-out  Christians,  gossip, 
demons,  the  new  youth  church,  how 
to  understand  parents,  and  more. 
A  big  voice  to  reckon  with. 
Cloth  $3.95,  Paper  $1.95 


hany 
owship 


Minneapolis,  Minnesota  55438 


The  above  book,  along  with  other 
books  by  David  Wilkerson,  may  be  pur- 
chased at  the  AYDEN  BIBLE  AND  BOOK- 
STORE, 811  North  Lee  Street,  Ayden, 
North  Carolina,-  or  at  any  of  its  branch 
stores  at  Smithfield,  New  Bern,  and  Wil- 
son, North  Carolina. 


New  Growth 


BY  MRS.  ROYCE  MATTHEWS  M 

TV  or  GOD 

Has  this  ever  happened  at  your  house? 
Your  family  is  watching  a  movie  on  tele- 
vision. At  the  call  of  bedtime,  one  of 
the  preteens  protests,  "But,  Mama,  we 
haven't  seen  him  kill  anybody  yet!" 

Then  you  think,  "My  God,  what  am  I 
going  to  do  with  the  children  you  put  in 
my  care?" 

What  are  we,  as  parents,  doing  with 
the  children  God  gave  us? 

First  of  all,  we  say  that  we're  living 
a  Christian  life— an  example  for  them  to 
follow. 

"But  you're  teaching  them  how  to 
commit  the  perfect  murder." 

"Of  course  not!  I'm  teaching  them 
that  life  is  sacred,  a  gift  from  God,  and 
something  to  be  cherished!" 

"But  don't  you  sit  with  them  night 
after  night  and  see  murder  after  grue- 
some murder  plotted  and  committed?" 

"But  that's  differentl" 

"Is  it?  Is  it  any  worse  to  teach  them 
to  murder  than  to  allow  them  taught  in 
glamorous  and  exciting  fashion?" 

We'll  think  about  that  one,  won't 
we? 

"You're  also  teaching  your  children 
to  be  unfaithful  to  their  future  spouse." 

"I  flatly  deny  that.  I'm  teaching  them 
that  marriage,  like  life,  is  sacred.  It  is 
of  God  and  for  God." 

"But  you  watch  with  them  plot  after 
plot  of  infidelity  in  marriage.  Does 
your  attitude  toward  this  kind  of  pro- 
gramming teach  the  merits  of  fidelity?" 

That's  something  else  to  think  about, 
isn't  it? 

"Also,  you're  teaching  them  to  have 
a  cocktail  before  dinner." 

"Oh  no!  Not  guiity!  Why,  alcohol 
has  never  touched  my  lips." 

"But  haven't  you  watched  with  them 
as  alcoholic  beverages  are  displayed  as 
a  romantic  and  appealing  way  of  life?" 

That's  another  thought  provoker,  isn't 
it? 

"You're  teaching  them  a  whole  new 
vocabulary,  foreign  to  Webster,-  teach- 
ing them  to  use  God's  name  in  vain." 

"Teach  them!  Why,  I've  never  spoken 
even  one  of  those  words  you're  talking 
about.  That  isn't  allowed  in  my  home!" 

"Are  you  sure?   What  was  the  last 


program  you  saw  on  TV  that  didn't  have 
at  least  one?   Even  news  programs." 

"You're  teaching  them  that  the  church 
is  a  mockery  and  things  sacred  are 
hilarious." 

"Oh  no!   Not  me!" 

"Do  you  always  change  channels  be- 
fore certain  programs  are  aired,  or  do 
you  sit  beside  your  child  and  laugh  at 
the  uncouth  jokes  about  religion?" 

"But  that's  television!" 

"Do  you  think  your  children  open 
their  ears  to  your  speech  and  close  them 
to  bad  words  on  television?  Whom  do 
you  think  you're  kidding?" 

We  sit  quietly  by  and  watch  the 


glamor  and  majesty  of  sin  planted  in 
our  children  by  Satan,  the  father  of  sin. 
When  are  we  going  to  stop  that  wicked 
planter  and  begin  praying  for  a  crop 
failure  for  the  seeds  that  have  already 
been  planted?   May  God  help  us! 


Sir  Robert  Peel  was  found  one  day 
praying  over  a  bundle  of  letters.  His 
friend  apologized  for  disturbing  him  in 
his  private  devotions.  "No,"  said  Peel, 
"these  are  my  public  devotions.  I  was 
just  giving  the  affairs  of  state  into  the 
hands  of  God,  for  I  cannot  manage  them 
myself."— Sunday  School  Teacher. 


RED  l^TTER  EDITION 

THE  NE 
SCOFIELD 

REFERENCE 

BIBLE 


Choice  of  Black,  Blue, Brown  or  Burgundy  French  Morocco  Bindings 


The  new  red-letter  edition  of  the  Scofield  Reference  Bible  is  now  available  at  the 
AYDEN  BIBLE  AND  BOOKSTORE,  811  North  Lee  Street,  Ayden,  North  Carolina  28513; 
also  at  any  of  the  branch  stores  at  Smithfield,  New  Bern,  and  Wilson,  North  Carolina. 
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THE  FREE  WILL  BAPTIST] 


BIBLE 


QUESTIONS 

and 
ANSWERS 


Conducted  by  J.  P.  BARROW 
Route  1,  Box  475,  LaGrange,  North  Carolina  28551 


Question:  Could  it  be  true  that  one 
.could  be  converted  without  being  con- 
scious of  it? 

i  Answer:  I  think  this  might  be  possible 
in  the  case  of  one  who  has  experienced 
several  religious  awakenings  without 
[fiaving  a  clear  understanding  as  to  what 
|he  Bible  calls  for  in  a  true  conversion. 
I  have  known  several,  including  myself, 
that  testify  to  the  fact  that  they  do  not 
tknow  when  they  were  actually  born 
[again.  In  my  case,  a  great-uncle  that 
liscussed  such  a  lot,  a  cousin  who  was 
p  minister,  and  an  aunt  who  was  a  de- 
Vout  Christian  read  the  Bible  and  dis- 
cussed it  in  my  presence.  This  had  a 
tremendous  influence  upon  my  life  from 
Ihe  time  I  was  born  until  I  was  old 
bnough  to  join  the  church.  My  aunt, 
■hat  is  my  mother's  aunt,  passed  on  to 
be  with  the  Lord  when  I  was  past  four- 
teen years  of  age.  I  joined  the  church 
Hvhen  I  was  almost  15. 

!  Then  and  several  times  before  as  well, 
Is  several  times  since,  I  have  wondered 
It  what  time  in  my  life  I  was  actually 
[born  again.  It  has  even  bothered  me  at 
[limes  when  some  good  Christian  has 
laid,  "Well  if  you  do  not  know  when, 

iiou  are  not  converted."  This  was  said 
lo  me  once  after  I  had  served  the  Lord 
In  a  full-time  basis  for  several  years, 
but  that  dear  brother  just  simply  did  not 
jfnow  what  he  was  talking  about.  I  re- 
member clearly  having  several  religious 
|;xperiences  when  Christ  was  manifested 
|i  a  real  way  before  I  was  baptized,  and 
j;f  course  several  since,-  but  at  the  time 
l/ater  baptism  was  administered  I  did 
lot  feel  the  change  take  place  that  I 

ad  presumed  might  when  attending  a 
[liible  conference.  This  friend,  mention- 
lid  above,  was  bringing  a  good  message 
j  nd  in  the  midst  of  it  he  said  the  same 
I  ping  again.  There  was  a  preacher  there 
i  j  little  younger  than  I,  but  who  began 

is  a  full-time  minister  before  I  did,  that 
|,  iecame  disturbed  and  went  forward  for 
jj  !iy  friend  to  help  him.  The  fact  is  that 
iii  lie  minister  who  went  forward  on  that 


occasion,  as  I  had  seen  him  do  before, 
gave  evidence  that  he  was  saved.  He 
says  that  he  does  not  know  for  sure 
when  the  change  took  place.  I  have 
known  of  people  more  than  once  to  be- 
come disturbed  and  manifest  the  fact 
that  they  were  not  certain  of  the  time 
of  their  conversion,  but  they  wanted  to 
be  certain. 

One  should  be  sure  of  this  one  thing 
and  be  more  concerned  that  he  is  right 
than  in  any  other  step  he  may  take  in 
this  life.  When  one  has  been  saved  there 
is  no  need  of  his  being  moved  to  doubt 
because  someone  else  has  an  unscrip- 
tural  notion  as  to  what  being  regenerat- 
ed means.  The  Bible  says:  "He  that  be- 
lieveth  on  the  Son  hath  everlasting  life: 
and  he  that  believeth  not  the  Son  shall 
not  see  life,-  but  the  wrath  of  God  abid- 
eth  on  him"  (John  3:36);  "And  they  said, 
Believe  on  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ,  and 
thou  shalt  be  saved,  and  thy  house" 
(Acts  16=31);  "Trust  in  the  LORD  with 
all  thine  heart;  and  lean  not  unto  thine 
own  understanding.  In  all  thy  ways 
acknowledge  him,  and  he  shall  direct  thy 
paths"  (Proverbs  3:5,  6);  "Commit  thy 
way  unto  the  LORD;  trust  also  in  him,- 
and  he  shall  bring  it  to  pass"  (Psalm  37: 
5);  "That  if  thou  shalt  confess  with  thy 
mouth  the  Lord  Jesus,  and  shalt  believe 
in  thine  heart  that  God  hath  raised  him 
from  the  dead,  thou  shalt  be  saved.  For 
with  the  heart  man  believeth  unto 
righteousness;  and  with  the  mouth  con- 
fession is  made  unto  salvation.  For  the 
scripture  saith,  Whosoever  believeth  on 
him  shall  not  be  ashamed"  (Romans  10: 
9-11).  (See  Isaiah  55:6-12;  John  3:14-17; 
Matthew  11:28-30.) 

When  one  has  believed  in  the  way  the 
Bible  teaches  and  committed  himself  in 
this  way  he  needs  to  walk  in  the  light 
as  Christ  is  in  the  light  that  no  "gain 
sayers"  or  accusers  can  make  him  to 
doubt  his  salvation,  his  God,  and  what 
the  Bible  teaches.  The  Bible  also  says: 
"Study  to  shew  thyself  aDDroved  unto 
God,  a  workman  that  needeth  not  to  be 


ashamed,  rightly  dividing  the  word  of 
truth"  (2  Timothy  2:15);  "All  scripture 
is  given  by  inspiration  of  God,  and  is 
profitable  for  doctrine,  for  reproof,  for 
correction,  for  instruction  in  righteous- 
ness: That  the  man  of  God  may  be  per- 
fect, throughly  furnished  unto  all  good 
works"  (2  Timothy  3:16,  17);  "Thy  word 
have  I  hid  in  mine  heart,  that  I  might 
not  sin  against  thee.  .  .  .  Thy  word  is  a 
lamp  unto  my  feet,  and  a  light  unto  my 
path"  (Psalm  119:11,  105).  " 

To  be  happy  and  acquire  proper 
growth  and  gain  assurance  a  new  Chris- 
tian needs  not  only  to  study  the  Word 
of  God,  but  to  apply  it  in  ministering  to 
others.  The  Great  Commission  given  by 
Jesus  in  Acts  1:6;  Matthew  28:18-20; 
and  Mark  16:15,  16  is  not  easy  for  the 
natural  man.  It  requires  a  death,  a 
burial,  and  a  resurrection.  (Read  Ro- 
mans 6:1-8.)  "Know  ye  not,  that  so 
many  of  us  as  were  baptized  into  Jesus 
Christ  were  baptized  into  his  death? 
Therefore  we  are  buried  with  him  by 
baptism  into  death:  that  like  as  Christ 
was  raised  up  from  the  dead  by  the  glory 
of  the  Father,  even  so  we  also  should 
walk  in  newness  of  life"  (Romans  6:3,  4); 
"I  am  crucified  with  Christ:  nevertheless 
I  live,-  yet  not  I,  but  Christ  liveth  in  me: 
and  the  life  which  I  now  live  in  the  flesh 
I  live  by  the  faith  of  the  Son  of  God, 
who  loved  me,  and  gave  himself  for  me" 
(Galatians  2=20);  "But  after  that  faith  is 
come,  we  are  no  longer  under  a  school- 
master. For  ye  are  all  the  children  of 
God  by  faith  in  Christ  Jesus.  For  as 
many  of  you  as  have  been  baptized  into 
Christ  have  put  on  Christ"  (Galatians  3: 
25-27);  "And  because  ye  are  sons,  God 
hath  sent  forth  the  Spirit  of  his  Son  into 
your  hearts,  crying,  Abba,  Father.  Where- 
fore thou  art  no  more  a  servant,  but  a 
son;  and  if  a  son,  then  an  heir  of  God 
through  Christ"  (Galatians  4:6,  7);  "Now 
he  which  stablisheth  us  with  you  in 
Christ,  and  hath  anointed  us,  is  God; 
Who  hath  also  sealed  us,  and  given  the 
earnest  of  the  Spirit  in  our  hearts"  (2 
Corinthians  1:21,  22);  "Behold,  I  send 
you  forth  as  sheep  in  the  midst  of 
wolves:  be  ye  therefore  wise  as  ser- 
pents, and  harmless  as  doves.  .  .  .  The 
disciple  is  not  above  his  master,  nor  the 
servant  above  his  lord.  It  is  enough  for 
the  disciple  that  he  be  as  his  master,  and 
the  servant  as  his  lord.  If  they  have 
called  the  master  of  the  house  Beelze- 
bub, how  much  more  shall  they  call  them 
of  his  household?"  (Matthew  10:16,  24, 
25);  "Preach  the  word;  be  instant  in 
season,  out  of  season;  reprove,  rebuke, 
(continued  on  page  sixteen) 
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STORIES 

for  our  youth 


BROTHERLY  LOVE 

by  Betty  Jo  Rivers 

GHARLES  and  Ann  had  fixed  the  gar- 
age up  as  a  place  to  play.  Mother 
had  been  so  glad  because  it  would  keep 
them  out  of  the  house  on  bad  days  and 
she  could  get  some  work  done.  It  seem- 
ed that  lately  all  they  could  do  was  ar- 
gue and  fight.  They  could  not  get  along 
together. 

In  one  corner  of  the  garage  Charles 
and  Ann  had  set  up  an  old  printing  press 
and  were  going  to  publish  a  paper. 

From  the  kitchen  window  Mother 
could  hear  the  sounds  of  the  children. 
They  were  fighting  again.  She  ran  to 
the  door  of  the  garage  and  asked,  "What 
on  earth  are  you  two  doing?  Why  can't 
you  play  nicely  as  other  brothers  and 
sisters  do?  You  can  do  nothing  but 
argue  and  fight." 

Ann's  black  eyes  were  very  angry  as 
she  said,  "He  started  it.  He  slapped 
me.  I  won't  let  him  get  away  with 
that." 

"She  got  in  my  way  and  wouldn't 
move.  I  was  trying  to  work  on  the  pa- 
per, but  she  kept  getting  in  the  way," 
shouted  Charles. 

"I  am  just  trying  to  help.  It  is  my 
paper  too,"  replied  Ann. 

Mother  interrupted,  "It  isn't  going 
to  be  either  of  yours  if  you  don't 
straighten  up  and  act  as  you  should. 
You  are  supposed  to  love  each  other. 
You  act  as  if  you  hate  one  another."  She 
turned  and  went  into  the  house. 

For  awhile  everything  was  quiet  in 
the  garage  as  each  went  about  the  work. 
Mother  breathed  a  sigh  of  relief.  It 
was  a  problem!  She  did  not  know  what 
to  do  about  the  way  they  treated  each 
other. 

A  little  later,  Mother  was  on  the  far 
side  of  the  house  and  it  was  impossible 


to  hear  what  was  happening  in  the 
garage.  Charles  was  busy  setting  the 
type  while  the  ink  was  heating  on  a  lit- 
tle alcohol  lamp  nearby.  Ann  finished 
what  she  had  been  doing  and  came  over 
to  watch  him  set  the  type.  She  kept 
reaching  over  showing  him  where  he 
had  made  mistakes  and  Charles  was  get- 
ting very  impatient  with  her.  After  all, 
he  was  the  older  and  he  knew  more  than 
she  did.  He  told  her  to  shut  up  and  go 
on,  but  Ann  continued  to  correct  him. 
She  moved  closer  and  closer  in  order  to 
see  better.  Soon  she  was  between 
Charles  and  the  box  of  type,  though  she 
did  not  realize  it. 

Angrily,  Charles  shoved  her  aside  in 
order  to  reach  the  type.  The  shove 
caught  Ann  by  surprise  and  she  lost  her 
balance.  She  fell  over  the  table  on 
which  the  alcohol  burner  was  sitting 
and  it  fell  over,  spilling  the  alcohol  all 
over  her  dress. 

Charles  quickly  wiped  up  the  spilled 
alcohol  and  relit  the  lamp. 

Ann  stood  looking  down  at  her  dress. 
"Now  look  at  what  you  have  done— all 
over  me,"  she  cried. 

"Oh,  it  will  dry.  You  ought  to  get 
out  of  the  way,"  answered  Charles. 

Ann  whirled  angrily  around.  As  she 
did,  her  dress  flew  out  and  over  the 
flame  of  the  lamp.  The  dress  quickly 
caught  on  fire  and  the  places  where  the 
alcohol  had  been  spilled  were  flaming 
before  they  knew  what  had  happened. 
Ann  was  terrified  and  could  not  move. 
She  screamed  and  Charles  turned  around 
to  see  his  sister.  When  he  saw  what 
had  happened,  he  ran  over  to  get  the 
bucket  of  water  they  had  kept  just  in 
case  there  was  a  fire.  But  it  was  not 
nearly  enough.  He  then  ran  over  to  Ann 
and  started  trying  to  beat  out  the  fire 
with  his  hands. 

Mother  heard  the  screams  and  ran 
quickly  to  the  garage.  As  soon  as  she 
got  to  the  door,  she  grabbed  some  old 


sacks  that  were  piled  in  the  corner  ani 
wrapped  them  around  Ann  to  smother 
the  flame. 

"Hurry  and  call  the  doctor,"  she  said 
to  Charles.  He  ran  into  the  house  and 
soon  they  heard  the  wail  of  the  siren  as 
the  ambulance  raced  down  the  street. 

Ann  was  taken  to  the  hospital  to  be 
treated  for  the  burns.  It  was  quite  a 
long  while  before  she  was  able  to  come 
home  again. 

Charles  was  heartbroken  at  what  had! 
happened.  He  told  his  mother  what  had 
caused  it  and  how  sorry  he  was  that  he 
had  treated  her  so  badly. 

Everyday  while  she  was  in  the  hospw 
tal,  Charles  would  go  to  see  his  sister.* 
He  took  his  allowance  and  bought  things, 
for  her.  One  day  it  would  be  candy,  an- 
other he  would  take  a  book,  and  an- 
other he  would  get  doughnuts  or  cook- 
ies from  the  bakery.  He  tried  to  showj 
her  how  sorry  he  was. 

Mother  noticed  how  Charles  sat  aroundi 
on  the  steps,  with  his  chin  propped  in; 
his  cupped  hands.  He  was  staring  down 
at  the  walk.  He  was  so  lonesome  all 
alone.  He  missed  Ann.  He  was  sorry 
that  they  had  always  been  fussing.  Nov* 
that  she  was  gone,  he  knew  how  much 
company  she  had  been  to  him  and  hov» 
much  he  loved  her. 

The  day  finally  came  that  Ann  was 
to  come  home  from  the  hospital.  Charles 
was  as  excited  as  he  could  be.  He  coulc 
hardly  wait. 

"Hurry  up,  Mother!  Let's  go!"  he 
kept  yelling. 

"We're  coming,  Charles.  Take  it  easy 
We  are  all  anxious  to  have  Ann  home 
again.  But  I  had  just  as  soon  she  were 
safely  away,  if  you  are  going  to  continue 
to  fuss  and  fight,"  answered  Mother. 

Charles  did  not  say  a  word.  He  went 
out  to  the  car  and  got  in. 

On  the  way  home  Charles  looked  a' 
Ann,  "Ann,  I  am  sorry  that  I  caused  yoij 
to  get  hurt.  I  promise  that  I  will  nevei 
fuss  or  fight  with  you  again.  It  was  sc 
lonesome  while  you  were  gone.  I  am  sc 
glad  you  will  be  all  right  and  can  be 
home  again." 

"I  don't  blame  you,  Chuck.  It  was  mj 
fault  too.  I  promise  no  more  f ightinc 
too,"  answered  Ann  with  tears  in  he 
eyes. 

"Well,"  Mother  said,  "there  should  b| 
peace  and  quiet  around  our  house  foil 
awhile." 

"Yes  'Mam,"  said  Charles.  "I  guesii 
that  we  really  do  love  each  other  aftei 
all." 


12 


THE  FREE  WILL  BAPTIS' 


FREE  WILL  BAPTIST  CHILDREN'S  HOME 

"A  Christian  Home  for  Boys  and  Girls" 

MIDDLESEX,  NORTH  CAROLINA  27557 

Phone  (919)  235-4079 

MR.  SAMMY  WEEKS,  Superintendent 


ENDOWMENT 
ESTABLISHED 

During  the  month  of  February  a  Free 
IWill  Baptist  Board  of  Trustees  Endow- 
ment Memorial  Fund  was  created  and 
jdeposited  with  the  Church  Finance  Asso- 
ciation, Inc.  As  its  title  indicates,  it  is 
,of  a  memorial  nature  and  was  establish- 
jed  in  memory  of  and  in  honor  of  those 
persons  who  have  faithfully  and  unself- 
jishly  served  on  the  Home's  Board  of 
Trustees  since  its  inception. 


Shown  in  the  photograph  is  the  Rev. 
Hubert  Burress  of  the  Church  Finance 
Association  receiving  the  initial  deposit 
from  Mr.  Sam  Weeks  as  one  of  our  chil- 
dren, Delma  Gay,  looks  on. 

This  endowment  may  be  added  to  at 
anytime.  If  there  is  a  church  or  an  in- 
dividual who  would  like  to  contribute 
to  this  fund  in  memory  of  a  deceased 
trustee  or  in  honor  of  a  living  one,  you 
may  do  so  by  sending  your  contribution 
to  the  Children's  Home  and  designating 
it  for  the  Trustee  Memorial  Fund. 

In  a  future  article,  the  Home  will  at- 
tempt to  list  the  names  of  all  persons 
who  have  served  on  the  board  of  trus- 
tees. Please  watch  for  this  follow-up 
article. 


Staff  and  Children 
Changes  in  February 

During  February  we  had  two  employees 
leave  our  staff.  Mrs.  Margaret  Kirkland 
resigned  in  the  early  part  of  the  month 
and  Miss  Wendy  Poole  resigned,  effec- 
tive February  28.  We  regret  very  much 
that  these  two  ladies  chose  to  leave  our 
staff.  We  received  one  new  employee 
on  February  28;  Mrs.  Sudie  Mitchell  of 
Wilson,  North  Carolina,  joined  our  staff 
as  housemother  of  the  Rodgers  Cottage. 

We  had  one  child  discharged  during 
the  month  which  was  Debbie  Jean  Brant- 
ley who  was  released  back  into  the  cus- 
tody of  her  father.  There  were  not  any 
children  admitted  during  the  month.  Our 
present  membership  is  seventy-three 
children  and  twenty-one  staff  members. 


Increased  Costs  of 


Living 


I  am  certain  that  all  of  you  are  very 
much  aware  of  the  constant  rise  in  the 
costs  of  living.  In  a  recent  news  re- 
port, last  year's  cost  of  living  was  re- 
ported to  have  risen  by  9.4  percent.  In 
the  same  report,  the  reporter  stated  that 
gas  and  fuel  increased  by  9  percent  and 
food  costs  increased  by  1.6  percent  dur- 
ing the  month  of  January,  1974.  At  the 
Home  in  January,  1974,  we  reduced  our 
fuel  consumption  by  20  percent,  but  yet 
our  bill  was  22  percent  higher  than 
January,  1973,  The  opinion  of  most 
economists  is  that  this  rapid  increase 
in  the  cost  of  living  will  continue  for 
the  most  part  of  this  calendar  year. 

Even  though  our  contributions  to  the 
Home  have  been  excellent  over  the  past 
year,  they  were  just  barely  adequate  to 
cover  these  increased  costs.  The  in- 
crease in  operational  costs  occurred  not 
only  because  of  price  increases,  but  our 
increase  in  the  number  of  children  cared 
for.  In  January  of  1973,  we  had  62 
children  on  our  rolls  and  in  January  of 
1974,  we  had  increased  our  membership 


to  76.  At  the  time  of  this  article  we 
are  back  down  to  73  children. 

Our  current  fiscal  year  is  nearing  an 
end  (June  30)  and  still  there  are  a  few 
churches  who  have  made  little  or  no  con- 
tribution to  this  Christian  work.  Per- 
haps in  some  instances  it  has  been  an 
oversight,  a  lack  of  funds,  or  a  lack  of 
concern.  Whichever  the  case  may  be, 
all  I  am  asking  you  or  your  church  to  do 
is  to  examine  your  records  and  help  us 
if  you  possibly  can  before  the  end  of 
June.  I  can  assure  you  that  the  staff 
and  children  of  the  Home  will  be  grate- 
ful to  you  for  your  help. 

We  have  two  primary  sources  of  in- 
come. One  source  is  through  your  con- 
tributions and  the  other  source  is  from 
our  farm  operations.  In  anticipation  of 
higher  food  prices  and  scarcity  of  food, 
plans  have  been  made  to  expand  our 
farm  operation  this  year  to  its  maxi- 
mum. Perhaps  with  our  own  self-help 
measures,  with  your  increased  support, 
and  with  God's  help,  we'll  make  it 
through  the  hard  times  ahead. 


Gum  Swamp  Announces 
Spring  Revival 


The  Rev.  C.  L.  Patrick  of  Walstonburg, 
North  Carolina,  will  be  the  guest  speak- 
er for  revival  services  at  the  Gum  Swamp 
Free  Will  Baptist  Church,  Route  6,  Green- 
ville, North  Carolina,  the  week  of  March 
17-23,  beginning  each  evening  at  7:45. 
The  pastor,  the  Rev.  J.  Stewart  Hum- 
phrey, will  be  assisting  Mr.  Patrick. 
Everyone  is  cordially  invited  to  attend 
and  hear  this  man  of  God.  The  church 
is  located  one  and  one-half  miles  east  of 
the  Belvoir  Community. 
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ST.  CLAIRE  BIBLE  CLASiT} 

THE  SUNDAY  <^>^\:^ 
SCHOOL  LESSON^T 


FOR  MARCH  24 


Are  You  Willing  to 
Take  a  Risk? 

Lesson  Text:  Acts  6:8-11;  7:54-60 
Memory  Verse:  Hebrews  12:1,  2 

1.  INTRODUCTION 

Our  lesson  today  takes  up  where  last 
Sunday's  left  off.  We  saw  how  the  first 
church,  affected  by  greed  on  the  part  of 
at  least  two  people,  and  dissension 
among  the  Grecian  members  because  of 
the  supposed  discrimination  they  suffer- 
ed, set  up  a  committee  (deacons)  to  wait 
on  the  tables  (distributing  food  among 
the  needy)  while  the  apostles  gave  them- 
selves to  greater  prayer,  study,  and 
preaching.  As  a  result  of  all  this  the 
church  grew  and  abounded  in  numbers. 

But  there  was  someone  watching  all 
this  beside  God— Satan  was  observing  it 
also.  And  when  the  church  begins  to 
prosper  for  the  Lord  we  may  be  sure 
Satan  is  going  to  try  to  upset  things. 
Just  because  your  church  may  be  har- 
monious at  the  moment  doesn't  mean 
Satan  has  marked  you  off  his  list.  He's 
just  waiting  to  use  the  right  people  at 
the  most  strategic  moment. 

That's  what  he  did  in  the  first  church. 
It  wasn't  long  before  the  Christians  saw 
that  following  Jesus  involved  certain 
serious  risks,  even  at  the  cost  of  one's 
life.  Jesus  has  never  promised  us  free- 
dom from  false  accusations,  worldly  cen- 
sure, and  death.  Neither  has  He  said 
these  things  would  come  upon  us  just 
because  we  are  Christians.  He  did  say 
there  would  be  persecutions  and  trials 
but  that  He  would  be  on  hand  to  help 
us  through  them.  The  question  this  les- 
son asks  is,  "Are  you  willing  to  take  a 
risk  on  Jesus?"  Perhaps  we  had  better 
look  at  it  carefully  before  answering. 
-The  Advanced  Quarterly  i(F.W.B.). 

II.  HINTS  THAT  HELP 

A.  The  early  Christians  seemed  to  be 
having  a  wonderful  time  at  Jerusalem. 
They  were  witnessing  there  and  having 
wonderful  fellowship  together.  Appar- 
ently there  were  not  plans  to  move  out 


from  there.  Then  persecution  and  the 
stoning  of  Stephen  came,  and  they  were 
scattered  and  the  witnesses  were  scat- 
tered. Is  it  not  marvelous  the  way  God 
can  take  an  insignificant  thing  and  use 
it  to  His  glory,  a  thing  that  appears  to 
be  bad  even? 

B.  The  fact  that  Stephen  was  filled 
with  the  Holy  Spirit  has  a  great  deal  to 
do  with  his  reaction  to  the  hatred  and 
hostility  of  the  Jews.  No  man  can  pray 
for  those  who  are  killing  him  in  his  own 
power  and  strength. 

C.  Have  you  ever  noticed  that  every- 
thing the  Jews  did  against  Christianity 
seemed  only  to  spread  it  even  more.  God 
can  take  that  which  is  designed  to  de- 
stroy His  work  and  use  it  for  His  own 
glory. 

D.  Do  not  fall  into  the  error  of  believ- 
ing that  those  who  are  dead  in  Christ 
are  asleep  in  the  sense  that  their  souls 
are  dormant.  The  Bible  teaches  that  to 
be  absent  from  the  body  is  to  be  present 
with  the  Lord.  They  are  asleep  in  the 
sense  that  they  are  peaceful  only. 

E.  Do  you  think  that  perhaps  one  of 
the  troubles  with  the  church  today  is 
that  we  have  it  too  easy?  Is  it  possible 
that  some  persecution  now  might  make 
us  better  witnesses? 

-The  Bible  Teacher  (F.W.B.). 

III.  ADDITIONAL  TRUTHS 

A.  A  woman  who  was  interested  in 
Christian  work  in  London  wrote  me  once 
and  said,  "I  have  a  meeting  I  want  you 
to  come  and  speak  to.  It  is  only  a  small 
meeting  and  will  take  nothing  out  of 
you."  I  answered,  "I  cannot  come,  and 
it  would  be  of  no  use  if  I  did  come.  If  it 
takes  nothing  out  of  me  it  will  do  no- 
body any  good."  It  is  service  that  costs, 
and  a  cheap  religion  is  not  worth  preach- 
ing.— Gipsy  Smith,  in  The  Evangelical 
Christian. 

B.  The  Christian  life  is  a  race.  It  has 
a  starting  line  and  a  finish  line,  and  a 
course  to  be  completed. 

The  Christian  race  begins  at  faith  and 
baptism.  The  race  ends  with  death,  and 
the  victor  receives  a  crown  of  life.  The 


course  is  clearly  marked  out  in  the  i 
vine  book  of  instructions,  the  Word 
God. 

As  a  Christian  runs  this  race,  eve 
impediment  or  hindrance  must  be  ca 
aside. 

The  runner's  eyes  must  be  fixed  c 
the  goal  and  upon  Jesus,  who  waits  i 
the  finish  to  bestow  the  victor's  crowi 
He  must  run  with  determination  an 
self-discipline  (1  Corinthians  9:24,  25| 
and  the  race  must  be  run  according  1 
the  rules  (2  Timothy  2:5).  The  cours 
must  be  finished  (Revelation  2:10; 
Timothy  4:7).  Victory  belongs  to  th 
sure  and  persevering,  not  just  to  th 
swift.  It  is  not  only  a  good  beginnin 
that  counts,  but  how  well  the  entir 
course  is  run.  He  who  drops  out  foi 
feits  any  right  to  the  crown. 

Every  Christian  must  give  his  besl 
even  as  Stephen  did.  But  he  does  no| 
run  on  his  own  strength  alone,  for  thi 
Spirit  helps  each  one  (Romans  8:26; 
Corinthians  10:13;  John  14:16).  The  Lor», 
also  helps  and  strengthens  (Philippian: 

4:13). 

"What  will  it  cost?"  This  is  one  o 
life's  most  important  questions.  Every 
Christian  should  ask  the  cost  of  witness! 
ing  and  the  cost  of  failing  to  witness 
for  the  Lord.— Standard  Lesson  Conv 
mentary. 

C.  David  Hatton,  a  fine  Christiar 
young  man  who  just  recently  graduated 
from  a  California  high  school,  was  tell- 
ing about  a  classroom  experience.  The 
class  was  studying  literature  and  was 
discussing  a  certain  novel.  As  the  dis- 
cussion began  to  focus  on  distasteful, 
profane  passages,  David  let  his  own 
opinion  be  known. 

What  was  the  teacher's  reaction? 
David  found  out  when  at  the  end  of  the 
semester  he  asked  his  teacher  to  sign 
his  yearbook.  Imagine  his  reaction  when 
part  of  what  she  wrote  was  this:  "Emer- 
son once  said,  'A  gentleman  is  a  man 
who  stands  up  for  what  he  believes'." 

Be  convinced  of  this:  Being  a  Chris- 
tian means  being  different,  for  ".  .  .  if 
any  man  be  in  Christ,  he  is  a  new  crea- 
ture .  .  ."  (2  Corinthians  5:17).  And 
further,  being  a  superior  Christian  means 
being  different  from  those  who  conform 
to  whatever  is  convenient  and  safe  from 
controversy  and  criticism. 

And  when  the  going  gets  tough  and 
you  find  yourself  having  to  take  perse- 
cution because  your  Christian  convictions 
put  you  in  the  minority,  remember  Tho- 
reau's  words.  He  said,  "If  a  man  does 
not  keep  pace  with  his  companions,  per- 
(continued  on  page  fifteen) 
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HE 


(Jnmigtigated 


by  the  Rev.  R.  P.  Harris 


1  Scriptural  Basis:  "Let  us  hear  the  con- 
tusion of  the  whole  matter  (the  realm 
If  human  concern):  Fear  God,  and  keep 
lie  commandments:  for  this  is  the  whole 
<  uty  of  man"  (Ecclesiastes  12:13). 

Man's  Duty  to  Receive 
I   Christ  as  Saviour 

j!)  There  are  many  wonderful  things  in 
aj|iis  world.  Men  make  gods  out  of 
Jiings  such  as  fame,  fortune,  material 
things,  and  even  things  religious.  Some 
Jeople  worship  church  buildings, 
Jhrines,  or  even  programs  in  the  reli- 
|l)ious  systems.  How  could  anyone  dare 
1{[vorship  anyone  or  anything  but  the  true 
|S&od?  And  yet  it  is  true!  We  need  to 
•ake  a  second  look  at  ourselves  and  try 
|o  find  a  solution.  We  need  to  go 
jlhrough  all  our  shrines  and  precious 
idols  and  try  to  find  deliverance  (salva- 
tion) from  them.  Can  any  of  them  save 
' ps?  I  am  sure  they  cannot!  Then  why 
!jWt  we  go  to  the  only  one  who  can 
Jliave  us?  Christ. 

No  one  can  be  saved  until  he  receives 
hrist  in  the  heart.    Whatever  it  is  in 
jur  lives  that  is  keeping  us  from  receiv- 
ng  Christ  should  be  cast  away  imme- 
diately.  Before  a  field  can  be  cultivated 
and  become  fruitful  all  trees,  rocks,  and 
debris  of  every  kind  must  be  removed. 
The  high  places  must  be  brought  down 
and  the  valleys   must   be  filled  and 
fought  into  good  form.    What  about 
/our  soul?   What  about  the  debris  and 
rhe  high  and  low  places?    Have  you 
'cleared  the  soil  of  your  heart?    If  you 
'  have,  it  is  time  to  invite  Jesus  in  and 
'  let  Him  become  the  King  upon  the  throne 
'  of  your  heart.   Make  provisions  to  wor- 
1  ship  and  obey  Him  as  your  Lord  and 
King.   It  is  your  duty  to  receive  Christ 
as  Saviour. 


If  we  receive  Christ  while  we  are 
young  we  are  not  only  saving  our  souls 
but  we  are  saving  our  lives  as  well.  A 
preacher  once  reported  that  he  had  two 
and  one-half  lives  saved  at  his  church 
recently.  His  friend  asked  if  he  meant 
two  grownups  and  a  child.  He  replied, 
"No,  two  children  and  one  adult.  You 
see,  the  adult  had  wasted  half  of  his  life 
and  only  the  remaining  half  was  saved; 
whereas,  the  whole  life  of  each  child 
was  saved."  We  need  to  receive  Christ 
while  we  are  young  and  save  our  whole 
lives  (see  Ecclesiastes  12:1). 

It  is  our  duty  to  receive  Christ  in  our 
hearts  before  we  come  to  decisions  about 
other  issues  of  life.  Christians  learn  to 
plan  their  lives  in  the  direction  of  holi- 
ness. When  I  see  adults  engaged  in  busi- 
ness of  ill  repute  or  see  them  do  un- 
righteous things  to  make  a  living  I  know 
that  they  failed  to  receive  Christ  early 
in  life.  For  example,  no  Christian  should 
resort  to  evil  occupation  like  handling 
any  kind  of  alcoholic  drinks  (wine,  beer, 
whiskey)  because  alcohol  destroys  men 
physically,  mentally,  and  spiritually.  The 
results  of  alcohol  on  society  is  like  a 
cancer  eating  away  at  the  vitals  of  your 
body,  destroying  and  making  miserable 
all  it  touches— the  innocent  as  well  as 
the  guilty. 

The  soul  saved  early  in  life  has  much 
more  going  his  way  and  God  is  with  him 
to  guide  him  in  the  right  occupation, 
recreation,  and  full  participation  in 
righteous  living  with  a  fruitful  and  pros- 
perous life  of  service. 

The  Lord  Jesus  stands  at  the  heart's 
door.  When  one  realizes  that  He  is 
there,  he  is  duty  bound  to  open  the  door 
and  let  Him  in.  Jesus  will  not  force 
the  door.  The  moment  He  is  invited  in, 
He  responds  and  will  direct  the  life  to  a 
spiritual  success. 

Every  time  a  sinner  is  confronted  with 
the  idea  that  Christ  is  indeed  knocking 
at  his  door,  he  should  not  fail  to  open 
the  door.  To  fail  to  open  the  door  adds 
confusion  and  rebellion.  When  a  per- 
son hears  a  sermon,  or  sees  one  for  that 
matter,  or  is  confronted  with  problems 
of  a  spiritual  nature,  it  could  be  that 
Christ  is  knocking  at  the  door.  Do  not 
take  chances.  Read  God's  Word  and  let 
Him  speak  out.  Listen!  God  speaks! 
Hear  Him  speak  and  your  faith  will  come 
and  you  will  be  saved!  Amen. 


Sunday  School  Lesson 

(continued  from  page  fourteen) 

haps  it  is  because  he  hears  a  different 
drummer.  Let  him  step  to  the  music 
which  he  hears,  however  measured  or 
faraway." 

Listen!  The  sound  Peter  heard  in 
answer  to  his  request  was  "Come  on, 
then!"  The  call  to  high  adventure  in 
moral  purity,  to  devotion  to  God  and 
service  to  man,  to  self-discipline  for 
great  purposes  is  going  out  today.  Those 
who  respond  to  the  challenge  discover 
that  Christ's  way  of  life  becomes  the 
life  of  their  way!  Consider  the  follow- 
ing poem  composed  by  an  anonymous 
high  school  student: 

"Everybody's  doing  it.    No,  not  yet! 

Because  I'm  somebody,  don't  forget! 
Anyone  with  courage  to  stop  and  think, 

Is  certainly  somebody,  don't  you  think? 

"Many  a  'somebody'  who  didn't  think, 
Became  a  'nobody'  because  of  drink. 

And  followed  what  the  crowds  do. 
I'm  trying  to  be  somebody— how  about 
you?" 

—From  Miracles  of  the  Master. 


THINK  IT  OVER: 

"True  repentance  is  never  too  late, 
but  late  repentance  is  seldom  truel" — 
Matthew  Henry. 


If  we  teach  a  child  nothing  about  right 
living  we  have  no  reason  to  complain  if 
he  goes  wrong.  It  is  not  his  fault,  it  is 
our  neglect. 


the 
VISION 


A  ierrifiing  pmphecy  (tfDonhwki\ 
that  is  stalling  to  happen  now! 

David 
Wilkerson 

The  Author  <>l  the 
\fit/timi//ion-Cop\  Beilselkr- 
The  Cross  ami  the  Switchblade 


"The  Vision,"  along  with  other  books 
by  David  Wilkerson,  may  be  purchased 
at  the  AYDEN  BIBLE  AND  BOOKSTORE, 
811  North  Lee  Street,  Ayden,  North 
Carolina  28513,  also  at  any  of  the  branch 
stores  at  Smithfield,  New  Bern,  and  Wil- 
son, North  Carolina. 
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In  Memory  of  the  Late 
Rev.  B.  F.  Ringgold 

The  Rev.  B.  F.  Ringgold  was  born  Au- 
gust 22,  1897,  the  son  of  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Joseph  A.  Ringgold.  On  August  29, 
1920,  he  was  married  to  Miss  Letha  Mae 
Gaskins,  the  daughter  of  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Noah  Hughes  Gaskins.  This  union  was 
blessed  with  two  sons,  Vernon  H.  and 
B.  F.  Ringgold  Jr.,  and  a  daughter,  Mrs. 
Thad  Jones,  all  of  New  Bern,  North  Caro- 
lina. Mr.  Ringgold  united  with  the 
Saints  Delight  Original  Free  Will  Baptist 
Church  near  New  Bern  in  November, 
1929,  and  was  licensed  for  the  gospel 
ministry  in  January,  1930.  He  was  or- 
dained October  1,  1937,  and  became  a 
member  of  the  Eastern  Conference. 

Mr.  Ringgold  served  the  Lord  in  the 
ministry  as  supply  pastor  until  ill  health 
overtook  him  in  1955.  He  was  confined 
to  his  home  the  latter  part  of  his  life, 
and  much  of  this  time  he  spent  in  bed. 
Though  confined  to  his  bed,  he  liked  to 
converse  with  others  about  the  love  of 
his  Lord,  and  held  this  love  dear  to  him 
until  the  Lord  called  his  home  on  Sep- 
tember 30,  1973. 

During  the  ministry  of  Mr.  Ringgold 
he  served  as  pastor  to  the  following 
churches:  Spring  Hope,  Reunion  Chapel, 
Loves  Chapel,  Edwards  Chapel,  Welcome 
Home,  Ruth's  Chapel,  Smyrna,  Brice's 
Creek,  New  Salem,  and  Galilee. 

The  family  of  Mr.  Ringgold  wishes  to 
extend  its  appreciation  to  the  many 
friends  and  loved  ones  who  shared  their 
love  and  prayers  for  him  in  the  time  of 
his  illness  and  his  death.  Also  they  ex- 
press their  thanks  to  the  Ministerial  As- 
sociation for  the  presentation  of  the 
Christian  flag  at  the  funeral  services. 

Respectfully  submitted, 
Saints  Delight  Free  Will 
Baptist  Church 


Mr.  Boyd  L.  Peters 

In  the  early  morning  hours  of  Decem- 
ber 13,  1973,  God  chose  to  call  home  one 
of  His  true  followers,  Mr.  Boyd  L.  Peters 
of  Route  5,  Dunn,  North  Carolina. 

Mr.  Peters  was  a  member  of  Robert's 
Grove  Original  Free  Will  Baptist  Church 
near  Dunn,  and  at  the  time  of  his  death 


he  was  a  member  of  the  deacon  board, 
the  trustee  board,  and  the  custodian 
committee  of  the  church.  He  had  also 
served  the  church  as  treasurer  for  many 
years. 

He  was  a  man  of  sterling  character, 
and  he  always  received  pleasure  from 
doing  good  deeds  for  others  who  were 
less  fortunate  than  he.  He  never  did 
them  to  boast  or  to  be  praised  by  man. 
We  are  reminded  of  the  following  verses 
of  Scripture:  ".  .  .  when  thou  doest  alms, 
let  not  thy  left  hand  know  what  thy 
right  hand  doeth:  That  thine  alms  may 
be  in  secret:  and  thy  Father  which  seeth 
in  secret  himself  shall  reward  thee  open- 
ly" (Matthew  6:3,  4). 

May  we,  who  are  left  to  mourn  his 
passing,  follow  and  serve  his  Lord  until 
the  time  God  sees  fit  to  call  us  to  our 
reward.  Up  there  we  will  have  no  heart- 
aches or  sorrows,  no  partings  or  tears,- 
but  we  will  have  the  peace,  joy,  and  con- 
tentment that  Christ  went  to  prepare  for 
His  children. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

Mrs.  James  Spell,  Publicity  Chairman 


Minnie  Parson  Brown 

On  Sunday,  February  3,  1974,  funeral 
services  were  conducted  for  Mrs.  Jeff 
(Minnie  Parson)  Brown  by  her  pastor, 
the  Rev.  A.  Graham  Lane,  with  burial  in 
the  church  cemetery. 

Mrs.  Minnie,  or  "Aunt  Minnie"  as  so 
many  called  her,  married  and  came  to 
our  community  nearly  fifty  years  ago. 
From  the  very  beginning  she  started 
serving  Jesus  Christ  in  the  New  Beth- 
lehem Free  Will  Baptist  Church  near  New 
Bern,  North  Carolina,  and  never  faltered 
in  being  ready  and  eager  to  serve  wher- 
ever she  was  needed. 

She  represented  her  church  in  confer- 
ences, unions,  conventions,  and  special 
meetings.  She  served  on  many  commit- 
tees, including  the  building  committee 
of  the  church  which  has  meant  so  much 
in  improving  the  church,  the  Sunday 
school  rooms,  and  the  building  of  the 
new  fellowship  hall. 

Her  devotion  to  the  woman's  auxiliary 
has  been  outstanding.  She  has  served 
as  president,  secretary,  and  treasurer 
of  the  auxiliary.  She  also  served  as  sec- 


retary and  treasurer  of  the  Sunday  schoi 
Bible  class  for  a  long  time. 

Her  Christian  life  has  been  an  inspin 
tion  to  many,  and  we  know  that  she  he 
gone  to  live  with  her  Lord,  who  said,  "I 
my  father's  house  are  many  mansion; 
...  I  go  to  prepare  a  place  for  you 
(John  14:2). 

Respectfully  submitted, 
Woman's  Auxiliary 
New  Bethlehem  Church 


Questions  &  Answers 

(continued  from  page  eleven) 

exhort  with  all  longsuffering  and  doc 
trine.  For  the  time  will  come  when  the' 
will  not  endure  sound  doctrine,-  but  afte 
their  own  lusts  shall  they  heap  to  them 
selves  teachers,  having  itching  ears,-  Am 
they  shall  turn  away  their  ears  from  m 
truth,  and  shall  be  turned  unto  fables 
But  watch  thou  in  all  things,  endun 
afflictions,  do  the  work  of  an  evangelisl 
make  full  proof  of  thy  ministry"  (2  Time 
thy  4:2-5);  ".  .  .  he  went  up  into  a  moun 
tain  apart  to  pray:  .  .  ."  (Matthew  14 
23). 

George  H.  Sandison,  in  1000  Difficult 
Bible  Questions  Answered,  has  the  fol 

lowing  to  say  on  Pages  141,  142: 

"There  are  doubtless  many  excellen 
Christian  people  who,  having  beer 
brought  up  in  Christian  homes,  were  sc 
thoroughly  surrounded  by  religious  in 
fluences  in  their  childhood  that  the} 
might  be  said  to  have  been  believers  al 
their  lives.  This  is  the  result  of  idea 
Christian  training.  Such  persons  migh' 
have  no  remembrance  of  any  time  wher 
they  were  not  believers,  and  they  migh' 
have  no  impression  of  any  special  change 
although  conscious  of  steady  growth  anc 
progress  in  the  spiritual  life.  Even  ir 
such  cases,  however,  there  must  come  < 
time  when  fuller  realization  begins 
through  regeneration  by  the  power  ol 
the  Holy  Spirit,  who  preaches  true  re 
pentance  and  by  faith  works  conversion 
Then  the  desire  for  more  thorough  con 
secration  and  larger  or  more  definite 
service  makes  itself  felt,  and  such  i 
period  marks  the  true  spiritual  awaken 
ing  and  new  birth." 
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THE  CASE  FOR  OR  AGAINST  STREAKING:  IT  MAY  NOT  BE  SAFE  TO  LET  YOUR 
CONSCIENCE  BE  YOUR  GUIDE,  FOR  ALL  TOO  OFTEN  CONSCIENCES  HAVE 
BEEN  PROGRAMMED  TO  THE  WRONG  CHANNEL.  WE  SAY,  HOWEVER:  DON'T 

STREAK! 


THE  CASE  FOR  OR  AGAINST  STREAKING 

Do  you  know  what  streaking  is?  If  not,  it's  probably  because  you  haven't  read 
the  paper  lately  or  listened  to  the  news  on  TV  or  radio.  Streaking  is  the  latest  rage 
on  college  and  university  campuses.  Streaking  is  running  unattired  across  the  yard 
or  through  crowds,  and  according  to  one  champion,  "It's  no  worse  than  goldfish 
swallowing.   No  one  is  getting  hurt,  so  why  the  fuss?" 

Streaking  is  not  confined  to  secular  schools,  for  just  recently  two  church-sup- 
ported colleges,  one  bearing  the  word  "Christian"  in  its  title,  were  the  scene  for 
this  new  activity.  Like  all  crazes,  it  may  eventually  run  its  course,  lose  its  popu- 
larity, and  pass  from  interest;  however,  it  seems  to  be  another  indication  that  man's 
unrestrained  permissiveness  and  his  irrational  judgment  are  in  the  forefront.  Lack 
of  publicity  may  very  well  squash  the  new  "sport,"  but  as  in  the  case  of  most 
unusual  happenings  (if  anything  can  be  typed  thusly  anymore)  coverage  is  given  al- 
most limitlessly;  and  though  something  may  prove  inconsequential  without  publicity, 
with  a  certain  amount  of  airing  it  mushrooms-and  sometimes  out  of  proportion. 

Nudity  should  be  reserved  for  the  bathtub  and  is  permissible  in  other  private 
situations;  yet,  it  should  not  be  flaunted  indiscriminately  as  an  attention  getter  or 
as  a  rebellion  toward  something  to  which  one  is  opposed.  Rebellion  may  indeed  be 
the  reason  for  this  new  "expression"  of  freedom.  One  TV  panelist  noted  that  things 
of  this  nature  invariably  begin  in  academic  communities  where  there  is  a  diverse 
group  of  individuals  herded  together.  We  would  not  propose  to  explain  why  these 
exhibitionists  find  such  delight  in  exposing  their  bodies;  it  could  be  possible,  though, 
that  they  are  trying  to  see  just  how  much  they  can  shock  what  they  consider  prudish 
society.  They  want  to  outdo  their  predecessors,  perhaps.  Flagpole  sitting  and  tele- 
phone booth  stuffing  no  longer  afford  any  excitement,  nor  do  sit-ins.  Run-throughs 
are  the  thing  now. 

The  human  body  has  been  considered  the  most  beautiful  of  forms  by  art  critics 
for  generations,  as  is  evidenced  by  paintings  of  repute,-  but  if  streakers  alibi  their 
running  across  campuses  and  through  crowds  as  no  more  harmful  than  the  painting 
of  nudes,  they  must  remember  that  they  (the  streakers)  are  imposing  themselves 
upon  individuals  who  possibly  find  that  what  they  are  doing  is  objectionable.  A 
painting  cannot  run  through  a  crowd  nor  impose  itself  upon  someone  who  chooses 
not  to  look  upon  it. 

The  first  streakers  recorded  in  the  Bible  were  Adam  and  Eve,-  and  when  they 
discovered  their  nudity,  they  became  ashamed.  They  did  not  fiaunt  their  nudity, 
thinking  rather  that  they  could  even  hide  it  from  God.  Readers  of  the  Bible  will 
remember  that  the  indiscriminate  display  of  one's  body  has  always  caused  difficulty. 
The  case  of  Noah's  lying  uncovered  in  his  tent  is  a  good  example. 

Again,  delving  into  psychology,  the  whole  mess  of  streaking  smells  of  voyeur- 
ism: obtaining  gratification  from  viewing  nude  forms  and  activities  associated  with 
nudity.  We  have  heard  from  one  college  president  who  stated  that  when  a  streak- 
ing was  "scheduled"  for  such-and-such  an  hour  on  his  campus  that  the  townsfolk 
came  in  droves  to  see  what  was  happening.  He  definitely  discouraged  this  type  of 
interest,  contending  that  such  attention  given  the  situation  would  only  cause  it  to 
be  more  rampant.  His  view  and  ours  are  the  same.  Who  really  wants  to  watch  a 
bunch  of  nudes  running  around  acting  crazy  anyhow,  except  people  who  get  an  in- 
ordinate thrill  from  seeing  such  displays?  On  the  part  of  those  who  are  exposing 
themselves,  it  may  very  well  fulfill  a  psychological  need  to  be  seen  unclothed,  there- 
by affording  for  them  a  certain  satisfaction.  Every  such  act  which  man  does  has  a 
psychological  reason  behind  it;  and  though  streaking  might  appear  funny  or  amusing 
to  both  participant  and  onlooker,  it  is  more  serious  than  meets  the  eye. 

Said  one  noble  soul:  "This  is  a  sick  world-or  at  least  the  people  in  it  are-to 
get  kicks  from  such  goings-on."  We  suggest  that  the  world  or  its  people  are  no 
sicker  than  at  other  times  in  history.  We  believe,  rather,  that  things  are  just  more 
in  the  open-and  what  used  to  be  done  behind  closed  doors  is  now  done  in  grand- 
stand fashion  for  the  masses  to  see!  Certainly  opinions  vary  as  to  what  is  and  what 
is  not  a  sin,  but  we  must  accept  the  fact  that  though  our  opinion  of  sin  or  its  severity 
may  change,  God's  does  not.  He  and  His  Word  are  the  final  authority  and  the  only 
sources  on  which  we  can  rely.  Every  individual  does  wrong  and  has  in  the  recesses 
of  his  character  undesirable  traits  which,  if  exposed  to  public  view,  would  cause 
shame  or  embarrassment.  It  is  not  even  safe  today  for  one  to  let  his  conscience  be 
his  guide,  for  all  too  often  consciences  have  been  programmed  to  the  wrong  channel. 

(continued  on  page  fifteen) 
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CHRIST'S  FINISHED 
WORK 


I  HE  setting  for  this  article  is  Jesus 
Christ,  the  Saviour  of  the  world, 
inging  upon  Calvary's  Cross  with  a 
isoner  on  either  side.  We  see  the  in- 
ription  of  the  Cross,  ".  .  .  JESUS  OF 
kZARETH  THE   KING  OF  THE  JEWS" 
ahn  19:19).    Let  us  read  this  inscrip- 
an  in  the  light  of  its  setting.  Here  we 
id  three  points:  First,  the  consummat- 
g  claim  of  Christ;  second,  the  proof  of 
iat  claim;  and,  third,  the  unalterable 
;rdict  which  each  man  must  pass  upon 
.   The  inscription  was  written  in  He- 
•ew,  Greek,  and  Latin.    The  Hebrew 
as  the  language  of  religion,  the  Greek 
as  the  language  of  culture,  and  the 
Ijjtin  was  the  language  of  power.  It  has 
Jjiso  been  said  that  the  Hebrew  was  the 
inguage  of  the  Jews,  the  Greek  the 
mguage  of  many  people,  and  the  Latin 
pas  the  language  of  the  Romans. 
I  Nevertheless,  we  see  Christ  dying  for 
ne  sins  of  the  world.  We  see  one  pris- 
oner dying  in  sin  and  the  other  dying 
lut  of  his  sins— going  home  to  be  with 
jesus. 

1  IT  IS  FINISHED  (A  Sigh  of  Relief) 

We  should  not  make  too  much  ado  of 
lur  Lord's  physical  suffering;  nor  should 
ve  overemphasize  the  pain  and  sorrow 
jjf  His  earthly  life.  We  should  not  read, 
'he  Son  of  man  hath  not  where  to  lay 
Mis  head,  as  though  that  were  an  appeal 
hf  Christ  to  our  pity.  However,  Jesus 
-  jrew  weary  and  wept  in  pity  and  sorrow, 
hut  His  love  was  for  all  because  He  was 
ho  respecter  of  person. 
[  In  the  year  of  401  B.C.,  an  army  of 
Men  thousand  Greeks  was  marching  west- 
ward to  their  homeland.  Some  months 
I  before  they  had  gone  out  eastward  into 
Asia  in  the  service  of  an  ambitious  ruler. 
They  had  fought  and  won  a  fruitless  vic- 
tory. Leaderless,  half  starved,  harassed 
by  foes,  yet  unbroken  in  spirit,  they 
marched  their  way  back  again  across 
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"When  Jesus  therefore  had  received 
the  vinegar,  he  said,  It  is  finished:  .  .  ." 
(John  19:30). 


desolate  mountain  ridges,  beside  foul, 
undrained  marshes,-  fording  unbridged 
rivers,  they  tramped  on.  At  last  they 
reached  the  chain  of  hills  which  Asia 
Minor  lifts  around  the  Black  Sea.  They 
climbed  their  long  flanks  and  reached 
the  summit,  and  there  lay  the  cool,  dark, 
wine-colored  water.  "The  sea!  The  sea!" 
they  cried.  It  was  a  sigh  of  relief.  Tears 
welled  up  in  their  eyes.  Their  long  and 
weary  trudge  was  over.  The  journey 
was  done.  The  hunger  and  thirst  and 
exhaustion  were  things  of  the  past. 
Thoughts  of  home  made  their  hearts 
leap  with  joy.   They  sighed  with  relief. 

So  Jesus  remembering  all  the  way  He 
had  come  and  about  to  shake  off  the 
human  body  which  had  been  His  "pris- 
on," looked  forward  to  the  Father's 
face  and  uttered  His  sigh  of  relief,  "It 
is  finished." 

II.  IT  IS  A  SIGH  OF  VICTORY 

Life  with  Jesus,  although  it  had  its  joy 
and  had  also,  as  we  have  seen,  its  un- 
derlying strain  and  sense  of  alienation 
and  exile,  had  a  deeper  trial.  It  was  a 
long,  difficult,  and  perilous  way.  It  was 
a  time  of  temptation  such  as  no  human 
soul  has  ever  known.  The  sweat  came 
out  like  great  drops  of  blood  in  one 
crisis.  Only  at  the  end  could  He  say, 
".  .  .  the  prince  of  this  world  cometh, 
and  hath  nothing  in  me"  (John  14:30). 

So  Jesus  rejoiced  in  His  dying  hour. 
No  blot  had  marred  the  stainless  past. 


No  word  that  needed  to  be  forgiven 
could  be  recalled.  No  deed  left  undone 
now  vexed  His  Spirit.  As  He  remem- 
bered the  fierce  battle,  His  cry  was  a 
word  of  victory,  "It  is  finished." 

III.  THIS  MESSAGE  IS  A  CRY  TO  THE 

FATHER 

It  was  a  sigh  of  relief  and  a  word  of 
victory,  but  it  was  more.  We  are  taken 
back  to  another  word  spoken  in  the  up- 
per room  as  He  prayed,  "I  have  glorified 
thee  on  the  earth:  I  have  finished  the 
work  which  thou  gavest  me  to  do"  (John 

17:4). 

IV.  HIS  CRY  IS  A  PROCLAMATION  TO  MAN 

This  may  be  called  the  full  gospel  of 
Jesus.  It  is  the  note  which  should  never 
be  absent  from  every  gospel  preacher's 
message.  It  is  Christ's  declaration  that 
the  final  revelation  of  God  has  been  giv- 
en, that  all  alienation  between  God  and 
man  has  been  ended,  that  all  other  reli- 
gious rites  and  ordinances  (even  of  the 
priests  in  the  temple  and  the  sacrifices 
of  the  Jews)  are  abrogated,  and  that 
henceforth  there  is  only  one  mediator 
between  God— that  Man,  Jesus  Christ. 

Now  to  climax  the  full  and  complete 
life  of  Jesus  on  earth  and  the  cruel 
Cross— love  was  responsible  for  it  all. 
"Greater  love  hath  no  man  than  this, 
that  a  man  lay  down  his  life  for  his 
friend"  (John  15:13).  Yes,  finished  suf- 
fering, temptations,  and  works  were 
over.  Jesus  had  left  nothing  undone. 
Now  He  could  look  back  upon  all  means 
which  He,  with  the  Father  and  the  Holy 
Spirit,  had  been  devising  for  the  re- 
demption of  the  world.  There  had  been 
perfect  patience,  unwearied  patience, 
and  perfect  and  unbroken  love:  ".  .  . 
having  loved  his  own  ...  he  loved  them 
unto  the  end"  (John  13:1).  Nothing  had 
been  left  undone.  He  had  done  all 
things  well,  just  at  the  right  time,  and 
just  in  the  right  place.  Not  too  much 
nor  too  little.  It  is  finished;  it  is  done,- 
now  He  could  rest.  The  great  sacrifice 
was  over,-  the  Lamb  of  God  was  slain,- 
and,  the  debt  of  the  world  had  been 
paid.  The  veil  is  rent  in  twain;  the  wall 
of  partition  is  thrown  down,-  and,  there 
is  free  access  to  the  throne  of  Christ. 
The  bridge,  as  it  were  between  earth 
and  heaven,  had  been  completed,  and  we 
don't  have  to  cross  Jordan  alone. 


A  leader  sees  three  things:  what 
ought  to  be  done,  what  can  be  done,  and 
how  to  do  it. 
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SUNDAY,  MARCH  24 

Scripture  Reading— Joel  2:28 
Subtraction  Sometimes  Important,  Also 

When  I  talk  about  blessings  I  not  only 
mean  additions,  but  subtractions,  too.  A 
pastor  came  to  one  of  his  fellow  pastors 
and  said,  "We've  had  a  revival  in  our 
church."  The  other  man  replied,  "That's 
good.  How  many  were  added  to  your 
church?"  "None  were  added,  but  ten  were 
subtracted."  That's  spiritual  prosperity.  It 
may  mean  subtraction.  If  some  of  our 
churches  had  the  unconverted  deacons  sub- 
tracted, revival  would  come.— Moody 
Monthly. 

Prayer  Thought 
It  is  sad  to  be  considered  such  poor 
church  members  that  the  church  would  be 
better  off  without  us.  Let  us  examine  our- 
selves and  make  an  honest  effort  toward 
self -improvement. 

MONDAY,  MARCH  25 
Scripture   Reading— Proverbs  14:29 

Inherited  Temper 
"A  bad  temper  runs  in  our  family."  Some 
people  sit  down  and  simply  do  not  try  to 
control  their  angry  outbursts  because  they 
confess  their  fathers  had  bad  tempers  be- 
fore them.  Other  wiser  people  make  this 
family  trait  a  warning.  "You  have  the 
evenest  temperament  I  ever  saw!"  remarked 
one  girl  to  another.  "I  don't  see  how  you 
manage  it."  "Manage  it?"  echoed  her 
friend.  "I  have  to!  Maybe  you  don't  know 
that  I  come  from  the  Black  McGreevys? 
In  a  little  town  we  used  to  live  in,  the  chil- 
dren would  run  indoors  when  they  saw  my 
father  coming  down  the  street.  My  grand- 
father struck  my  grandmother,  whom  he 
adored,  in  a  wild  fit  of  temper,  so  that  she 
was  a  cripple  for  life.  He  never  smiled 
again.  With  a  history  like  that,  what  could 
I  expect  but  a  life  of  insane  rages?  But  I 
wouldn't  be  like  that.  I  went  to  Jesus 
Christ  and  I  said,  'Dear  Lord,  I  know  that 
I  can't  control  my  temper  or  myself.  Take 
control  of  my  life  for  me.'  And  He  has."— 
Selected. 

Prayer  Thought 
We  should  never  content  ourselves  with 
situations  without  doing  our  best  to  better 
them.  With  God's  help  all  things  are  pos- 


sible. Great  faith  and  much  prayer  can 
accomplish  more  than  we  realize. 

TUESDAY,  MARCH  26 
Scripture  Reading— 1  Corinthians  9:27 
My  Car  Under  Perfect  Control 
People  say,  "Oh,  religion— it  is  all  about 
limitations  and  restrictions.  It  means  that 
a  man  is  to  be  reined  in,  and  not  allowed 
the  legitimate  use  of  his  natural  posses- 
sions and  appetites."  Not  at  all.  One  of 
the  things  we  say  of  a  motor  car  is,  "I  have 
it  under  complete  control."  What  does 
that  mean?  That  it  won't  go?  You  don't 
suppose  that  the  man  who  has  his  car  at 
the  side  of  the  road,  which  absolutely 
won't  run,  is  inclined  to  say,  "My  car  is 
under  perfect  control."  The  car  that  is 
subject  to  perfect  control  will  travel  easily 
at  its  high  speed;  it  will  do  exactly  what 
is  required  of  it,  and  do  it  easily.  That  is 
what  God  does  for  man  under  control.— 
Sunday  School  Chronicle. 

Prayer  Thought 
True  Christianity  affords  us  a  happy, 
contented  life.  It  creates  love  and  under- 
standing for  ourselves  and  our  fellowman. 
It  bridges  the  river  of  unrest  and  resent- 
ment. 

WEDNESDAY,  MARCH  27 
Scripture  Reading— Zechariah  7:6 

Any  Other  Selfish  Prayers 
It  is  recorded  of  one  man  that  prayed 
the  following  selfish  prayer:  "Lord,  wilt 
thou  be  pleased  to  preserve  me  in  health 
today.  It  is  so  miserable  to  be  sick;  besides 
I  have  so  much  to  do.  Keep  all  my  family 
in  health,  for  I  need  their  help.  Be  pleased 
also,  Lord,  to  protect  my  buildings  from  fire 
and  storm;  protect  my  stock  from  disease, 
and  especially  my  horses,  for  I  greatly  need 
their  service  today.  Wilt  thou  forbid  that 
the  bank  fail,  and  I  suffer  loss  thereby,  and 
I  pray  that  thou  wilt  put  it  into  the  heart 
of  neighbor  Jones  to  pay  me  what  he  owes 
me.  And  wilt  thou  withhold  the  rain  for 
a  few  days  until  I  get  my  hay  all  in,  and 
then  thou  mayest  send  a  shower,  as  my 
corn  will  need  it  by  that  time.  Now,  Lord, 
do  all  these  things  for  me,  and  all  else 
that  might  be  to  my  interest.  Amen."— 
Gospel  Trumpet. 

Prayer  Thought 
A  selfish  prayer  is  not  always  to  our  best 
advantage  even  if  it  is  granted.  Common 
sense  tells  us  that  God  has  more  intelli- 
gence than  we  have.  Praying  that  His 
will  be  done  would  be  more  profitable  to 
us. 

THURSDAY,  MARCH  28 
Scripture  Reading— Romans  8:10 

Why  the  Dead  Sea? 
We  have  heard  of  dead  people,  dead 
beasts,  dead  trees,  and  dead  flowers,  but  is 
there  such  a  thing  as  a  dead  sea?  There 
is  and  they  call  it  dead  because  it  receives 
all  and  gives  nothing.    This  body  of  water 

—the  most  remarkable  in  the  world  is  at 

the  southern  end  of  the  Jordan  Valley  in 


I 

k 

Palestine.     It  is  47  miles  long  and 
miles  wide,  1,292  feet  below  the  sea  lei 
and  is  in  one  of  the  hottest  regions 
earth.    It  receives  5,000,000  tons  of  wa 
daily  into  its  bosom  from  the  Jordan  Ri\ 
but  gives  none  out  to  refresh  and  noun 
the  valley  below,  which  has  become 
arid  desert  on  account  of  the  closefistedn 
of  the  sea.    Its  water  is  five  times  as  sa 
as  the  ocean,  is  bitter  to  the  taste,  oily 
the  touch,  anad  leaves  a  yellow  stain, 
fish  live  in  the  water,  no  flowers  bloom 
fruits  grow  on  its  shores,  no  birds  sing 
its  neighborhood.     Its  barkless  driftwo 
and  shores  are  incrusted  with  salt, 
setting  is  a  scene  of  desolation  and  gloo 
looking  as  if  the  curse  of  God  rested  on  I 
the  region. 

It  is  a  striking  emblem  of  the  selfish  hi 
Selfishness  is  the  base  of  all  sin.— Select* 
Prayer  Thought 

Selfish  people  are  as  so  much  driftwoc 
They  litter  life    and    cause  obstruction 
When  they  lean  on  anything  they  cause  d{ 
cay.   If  we  are  considerate  of  others  it 
impossible  to  become  as  driftwood. 

FRIDAY,  MARCH  29 
Scripture  Reading— Philippians  2:1,  2 

Sympathy  that  Counted 
Dr.  Stuart  Nye  Hutchinson  tells  us  abo 
a  boy  whom  he  knew  who  had  lost  his  rig 
hand.  He  felt  so  badly  about  it  that  ] 
did  not  want  to  see  anyone.  His  fath 
said,  "I'm  going  to  bring  the  minister  in 
see  you."  The  boy  said,  "I  don't  want  ' 
see  him."  But  the  father  brought  him  i 
When  the  boy  looked  up  he  saw  that  tl 
minister  had  no  right  arm;  there  was  i 
empty  sleeve.  He  came  over  to  the  be 
and  said,  "I  haven't  any  hand,  either, 
lost  mine  when  I  was  a  boy,  and  I  kno' 
how  it  feels."  It  wasn't  hard  for  the  be 
to  get  acquainted  with  the  minister  wr. 
"knew  how  it  felt."  So  Christ  has  suffere 
for  us  and  knows  our  temptations.— Ta; 
bell's  Teachers'  Guide. 

Prayer  Thought 

If  we  were  never  to  experience  illness  c 
hardship,  it  would  be  impossible  to  undet 
stand  the  feelings  of  others.  Since  we  a. 
come  in  contact  with  life's  struggles  why  i 
it  so  difficult  to  understand  one  another 

SATURDAY,  MARCH  30 
Scripture  Reading— 1  Thessalonians  5:L 

Thankfulness  for  a  Thorn 
George  Matheson,  the  well-known  blini 
preacher  of  Scotland,  now  with  the  Lord 
says:  "My  God,  I  have  never  thankei 
Thee  for  my  'thorn!'  I  have  thanked  The' 
a  thousand  times  for  my  roses,  but  neve 
once  for  my  'thorn';  I  have  been  lookin] 
forward  to  a  world  where  I  shall  get  com 
pensation  for  my  cross  as  itself,  a  presen 
glory.  Teach  me  the  glory  of  my  cross 
teach  me  the  value  of  my  'thorn.'  Shov 
me  that  I  have  climbed  to  Thee  by  thi 

(continued  on  page  ten) 
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iis,  11  HE  pastor  of  a  church  is  not  always 
d,  I  recognized  for  accomplishments  in  the 
i,  cal  church,  but  usually  he  receives  some 
sis  irt  of  recognition.   Perhaps  the  reason 
03  ie  pastor  does  not  receive  such  recog- 
tion  is  that  many  people  in  the  con- 
•egation  consider  that  anything  which 
3  does  is  a  part  of  his  job.   Duties  are 
early  ascribed  to  the  pastor  of  a  church, 
i  performing  these  duties,  should  he 
<hibit  dedication   above   and  beyond 
lese  outlined  duties,  he  should  be  recog- 
ized  for  his  faithfulness. 


'  Often  laymen  within  a  church  are  recog- 
nized even  less  than  the  pastor.  Though 
fhey  are  not  responsible  to  a  church  or 
board  for  their  actions,  responsible  lay- 
men feel  they  are  subject  to  an  even  High- 
er Power.  The  conscientious  layman  feels 
directly  responsible  to  God  for  his  actions 
in  and  out  of  the  church.  He  will  volun- 
tarily serve  his  Lord  and  his  church,  ask- 
ing nothing  in  return  but  the  satisfac- 
tion of  a  job  well  done. 

The  layman  works  diligently  in  the 
Ichurch  in  cooperation  with,  and  under 
J  the  guidance  of,  the  pastor.  Whether  he 
i  holds  the  office  of  chairman  of  the  Board 
of  Deacons,  which  is  the  highest  office 
in  the  church  other  than  that  of  the  pas- 
tor, or  serves  as  a  dutiful  member,  the 
;  layman  is  an  important  asset  to  any  pas- 
I  tor.    The  pastor  cannot  perform  all  the 
duties  of  the  church  himself.    Paul  R. 
Van  Gorder,  in  "Our  Daily  Bread,"  states: 


"Most  godly  pastors  acknowledge  this, 
and  some  are  quick  to  credit  the  effec- 
tiveness of  their  ministry's  outreach  to 
Christian  laymen.  .  .  ."  Mr.  Van  Gorder 
refers  to  laymen  as  "pulpit  reflectors," 
which  many  are,  much  to  their  credit. 
Yet  once  in  a  great  while  a  Christian  lay- 
man emerges  that  is  of  such  caliber  that 
he  not  only  reflects,  but  also  casts  great 
light  of  his  own  both  in  the  church  and 
the  community.  One  such  man  is  Mr. 
Jesse  Gay,  of  Walstonburg,  North  Caro- 
lina. Mr.  Gay,  who  is  now  eighty-six 
years  old,  was  born  March  5,  1887.  He 
now  resides  at  Gatewood  Rest  Home  in 
Wilson,  North  Carolina. 

Mr.  Gay  joined  Spring  Branch  Free 
Will  Baptist  Church  in  1906  and  began 
working  in  the  church  at  that  time. 
Sometime  in  the  nineteen  twenties,  he 
was  appointed  a  deacon  of  Spring  Branch 
church  and  today  retains  that  position 
in  an  honorary  capacity.  In  1930,  Mr. 
Gay  served  as  the  superintendent  of  the 
first  Sunday  school  organized  at  Spring 
Branch  church,  an  office  which  he  held 
for  a  period  of  twelve  to  fifteen  years. 

Though  serving  offices  in  a  church 
gives  some  indication  of  the  dedication 
a  layman  such  as  Mr.  Gay  may  possess, 
only  tnrough  actions  of  his  are  we  able 
to  truly  realize  his  sense  of  service.  Mr. 
Gay  served  his  church  in  many  ways.  He 
and  his  wife,  Adeloma,  loved  to  work  in 
the  yard  and  grew  flowers  of  many 
varieties.  The  primary  reason  for  these 
efforts  was  to  provide  flowers  for  the 
church.  The  shrubs  decorating  Spring 
Brancn  church  today  were  planted  by  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Gay.  This  devotion  and  love 
for  their  church  showed  through  in 
beauty  and  warmth.  They  titned  regu- 
larly, and  often  gave  offerings  beyond 
the  tithe. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Gay  are  perhaps  best 
noted  to  Free  Will  Baptist  ministers  for 
their  charity  toward  them  while  min- 
isters held  revival  services  for  Spring 
Branch  church.  One  such  minister  is 
the  Rev.  S.  A.  Smith.  Mr.  Smith  is  a 
former  pastor  of  Spring  Branch  church 
and  indeed  probably  the  closest  living 
friend  of  Mr.  Gay.  Mr.  Smith,  when 
asked  about  Mr.  Gay,  smiled  as  he  recall- 
ed that  "cherished  friendship"  and  told 
of  his  first  meeting  with  Mr.  Gay. 

"Twenty-eight  years  ago,  I  went  to 
hold  a  revival  in  the  Walstonburg  com- 
munity. This  was  prior  to  today's  prac- 
tice of  driving  back  and  forth  to  revival 
services.  After  the  service  that  even- 
ing, Uncle  Jess,  as  I  called  him, 
came  to  me  and  told  me  I  would  be 
spending  the  nights  and  eating  breakfast 


with  him,  and  that  I  should  remember 
that  eggs  were  high."  This,  as  Mr. 
Smith  quickly  pointed  out,  "was  Mr. 
Gay's  way  of  finding  out  if  the  preacher 
could  take  a  joke."  Mr.  Smith  talks  of 
Mr.  Gay  as  being  "a  man  of  few  words 
and  great  action."  In  years  to  come, 
Mr.  Smith  went  to  serve  Spring  Branch 
church  as  pastor  and  recalls  Mr.  Gay  as 
always  being  present  at  services  and  be- 
ing very  attentive  during  services.  He 
also  remembers  Mr.  Gay  as  a  man  of  great 
influence  whom  people  would  listen  to. 

Mr.  Smith  told  not  only  of  Mr.  Gay's 
dedication  to  his  church,  but  also  of  his 
love  for  the  Free  Will  Baptist  Denomina- 
tion. While  his  wife  was  actively  work- 
ing in  the  woman's  auxiliary,  Mr.  Gay 
was  involved  in  work  of  his  own.  In  ad- 
dition to  his  faithful  service  to  the 
church,  Mr.  Gay  served  several  years  on 
the  Board  of  the  Free  Will  Baptist  Or- 
phanage, now  the  Children's  Home.  His 
devotion  to  this  institution  remains  to 
this  day. 

Mr.  Gay's  devotion  did  not  stop  with 
the  church,  however.  He  was  a  dedi- 
cated member  of  the  Walstonburg  com- 
munity. Those  in  the  community  who 
knew  Mr.  Gay  at  the  time  of  his  resi- 
dence in  Walstonburg  remember  him  as 
"a  quiet  man  whose  character  was 
above  suspicion."  They  recall  the  love 
between  him  and  his  dear  wife  as  they 
tended  the  garden  at  their  lovely  home. 
They  remember  him  as  a  civil  servant 
whose  years  of  service  to  the  community, 
in  different  capacities,  spanned  almost 
twenty  years.  Mr.  Gay  served  a  term  as 
Mayor  of  Walstonburg  and  as  a  Town 
Commissioner.  Mr.  Smith  recalled  an 
incident  in  Mr.  Gay's  latter  years  re- 
garding his  conservative  nature.  At  this 
time  Mr.  Gay  had  been  married  sixty- 
three  years.  He  had  managed  to  save 
a  portion  of  his  income  sixty-two  of 
those  sixty-three  years.  With  this  in 
mind,  it  is  easy  to  understand  why,  in 
addition  to  serving  as  Commissioner  and 
Mayor,  Mr.  Gay  served  a  long  term  as 
town  Treasurer. 

Mr.  Gay  has  never  been  one  to  burden 
people  with  his  problems.  Mr.  Smith 
remembers  that  a  few  days  after  the  fun- 
eral of  his  wife,  he  asked  Mr.  Gay  how 
he  was  "coming  along."  Mr.  Gay  replied 
he  was  "not  doing  too  well,  but  with 
the  help  of  God,  he  would  make  it." 
Truly,  only  a  man  of  God  could  have  such 
faith. 

Church  and  denomination  leader,  as 
well  as  town  servant,  these  describe  Mr. 
Gay.   Again,  he  inspired  the  Rev.  S.  A. 
(continued  on  page  fifteen) 
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Harry  Jones  to  Conduct 
British  Chapel  Revival 


The  British  Chapel  Free  Will  Baptist 
Church,  Route  6,  Kinston,  North  Carolina, 
announces  its  spring  revival  for  the 
week  of  April  1-6,  with  the  Rev.  Harry 
A.  Jones,  as  the  speaker.  A  special  in- 
vitation is  extended  everyone  to  come 
and  enjoy  good  preaching  and  special 
music  each  evening  at  7:45.  Your  pray- 
ers are  requested  for  the  success  of  the 
meeting. 

Mr.  Jones  is  no  stranger  at  the  British 
Chapel  church  as  this  is  his  home  church. 
The  members  are  looking  forward  to  the 
return  of  Mr.  Jones  and  expecting  a 
wonderful  revival. 

Otter's  Creek  Church 
Announces  Spring  Revival 

The  Otter's  Creek  Free  Will  Baptist 
Church,  Route  1,  Macclesfield,  North 
Carolina,  announces  revival  services  for 
the  week  of  March  25-30,  beginning 
each  evening  at  7:30.  The  visiting 
evangelist  will  be  the  Rev.  Robert  Lang- 
ley,  assisted  by  the  pastor,  the  Rev. 
Ralph  Aycock.  Special  music  will  be 
rendered  each  evening.  The  entire  mem- 
bership of  the  church  extends  to  every- 
one a  special  invitation  to  attend  this 
revival. 
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Grant's  Chapel  Revival 
In  Progress 

Revival  services  are  in  progress  this 
week  at  Grant's  Chapel  Free  Will  Baptist 
Church  located  on  Highway  55,  near 
Seven  Springs,  North  Carolina.  The  Rev. 
Bryce  Rouse,  pastor  of  May's  Chapel 
church,  Dudley,  North  Carolina,  is  doing 
the  preaching,  assisted  by  the  pastor, 
the  Rev.  Emmitt  E.  Jones.  Mr.  Jones  and 
the  church  members  extend  to  the  public 
a  cordial  invitation  to  attend  the  re- 
mainder of  these  services. 


Warsaw  Church  Revival 
April  1-6 


The  Rev.  Bobby  Taylor,  pastor  of  the 
Warsaw,  North  Carolina,  Free  Will  Bap- 
tist Church,  will  be  the  speaker  for  re- 
vival services  at  the  Warsaw  church  the 
week  of  April  1-6;  services  beginning 
each  evening  at  7:30. 

Mr.  Taylor  is  formally  from  Columbia, 
North  Carolina,  and  is  a  member  of  the 
Sound  Side  Free  Will  Baptist  church.  At 
present  he  is  living  at  Mount  Olive, 
North  Carolina,  and  attends  Mount  Olive 
College.  His  courses  of  study  include 
Religion  in  America,  Sociology,  and  Co-op 
Education. 

"Bobby,"  as  he  is  called  by  the  mem- 
bers of  the  Warsaw  church,  is  employed 


in  the  shipping  department  of  the  Geor1 
gia  Pacific  Mill  Company  at  Dudley 
North  Carolina.    He  preaches  just  a 
hard  as  he  works  on  the  job  and  in  hi1 
studies.    The  members  of  the  churcl 
feel  very  fortunate  to  have  Bobby  arn 
his  wife,  the  former  Miss  Audrey  Brew 
ington,  a  former  student  at  Mount  Olivi! 
College,  working  with  them.    They  an 
looking  forward  to  and  praying  for  < 
wonderful  revival.    The  public  is  cor! 
dially  invited  to  attend. 

Revival  Services  Scheduled 
At  Dilda's  Grove  Church 

A  series  of  revival  services  is  sche- 
duled  for  March  24-27  at  Dilda's  Grow 
Free  Will  Baptist  Church,  Fountain,  North 
Carolina,  with  the  Rev.  Charles  Renfrow 
serving  as  guest  evangelist,  assisted  b\ 
the  Rev.  Luther  Bissette,  pastor.  The 
time  of  the  services  is  7:30  nightly,  and 
the  pastor  and  church  membership  issue! 
a  cordial  invitation  to  the  public  to  be 
in  attendance. 

Lanwood  Chapel  Spring 
Revival  March  25-29 

The  spring  revival  for  Lanwood  Chapel;1 
Free  Will  Baptist  Church  located  on  the" 
Buffalo  Road,  north  of  Smithfield,  Northi 
Carolina,  is  scheduled  for  the  week  of 
March  25-29.  The  guest  minister  for 
these  services  is  a  former  pastor,  thei 
Rev.  Gene  Britt,  who  is  now  employed  al 
the  Free  Will  Baptist  Children's  Home  at 
Middlesex,  North  Carolina.   The  services 


Coming  Events  .  .  . 

March  23— Central  Conference  District] 
Youth  Convention,  Gum  Swamp  Free: 
Will  Baptist  Church,  B  e  I  v  o  i  r,  Pitt! 
County,  North  Carolina 

March  27— Central  Conference  Woman's 
Auxiliary  Convention,  Ayden,  North 
Carolina,  Free  Will  Baptist  Church 

April  5-7-Free  Will  Baptist  Camp-Out, 
Eagle's  Nest  Conference  Center,  Mount 
Olive  College,  Mount  Olive,  North  Caro- 
lina 

April  18— Albemarle  Woman's  Auxiliary 
Convention,  Sidney  Free  Will  Baotist 
Church,  Route  2,  Belhaven,  North 
Carolina 

April  20-North  Carolina  State  Sunday 
School  Convention,  Mount  Olive  Col- 
lege, Mount  Olive,  North  Carolina,-  Reg- 
istration, 9  A.  M. 

May  4— Christian  Music  Festival,  E^ales 
Nest  Conference  Center,  Mount  Olive 
College,  Mount  Olive,  North  Carolina 
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Ge;J  II  begin  each  evening  at  7:30  with  the 
stor,  the  Rev.  W.  0.  Lassiter,  assisting 
r.  Britt.  Special  musical  groups  are  in- 
oj  fed  to  attend  and  take  part  in  these 
m  rvices.   Also  the  public  is  invited. 

a  =  = 

,;  ed  Rivenbark  to  Conduct 

01  ount  Zion  Revival 

a 


The  Rev.  Fred  Rivenbark,  pastor  of 
toney  Creek  Free  Will  Baptist  Church, 
Joldsboro,  North  Carolina,  will  be  th6 
uest  minister  for  revival  services  at  the 
/lount  Zion  Free  Will  Baptist  Church, 
'oute  2,  Nashville,  North  Carolina,  for 
Ihe  week  of  March  25-30.   Services  will 
■begin  each  evening  at  7:30  with  the  pas- 
tor, the   Rev.   Roy  Clifton,  assisting. 
■There  will  be  special  music  each  evening. 
|rhe  pastor  and  the  church  membership 
pnvite  the  public  to  attend. 

Harry  Brown  to  Conduct 
Selma  Revival 

The  Rev.  Harry  Brown  of  Bahama, 
slorth  Carolina,  will  be  the  visiting 
evangelist  for  revival  services  at  the 
Selma  Original  Free  Will  Baptist  Church, 
Selma,  North  Carolina,  the  week  of 
jMarch  25-29.  Services  will  begin  each 
[evening  at  7:30  with  the  pastor  of  the 
jchurch,  the  Rev.  Ray  Wells,  assisting.  The 
public  is  cordially  invited  to  attend. 

Pleasant  Grove  Church,  Erwin, 
Schedules  Spring  Revival 

Spring  revival  services  are  scheduled 
for  the  Pleasant  Grove  Free  Will  Baptist 
Church,  Erwin,  North  Carolina,  the  week 
of  March  24-29,  with  the  Rev.  Wayne 
King  as  the  visiting  evangelist.  Services 
i  will  begin  nightly  at  7:30  with  the  pas- 
tor, the  Rev.  Billy  Nowell,  assisting. 
Special  music  will  be  rendered  each 
evening.  The  public  is  cordially  invited 
to  attend. 


Correction  Please! 

The  revival  services  for  Gum  Swamp 
Free  Will  Baptist  Church,  Route  6,  Green- 
ville, North  Carolina,  will  be  held  the 
week  of  March  25-30  instead  of  the 
week  of  March  17-23  as  stated  in  last 
week's  "Baptist."  The  services  will  be- 
gin each  evening  at  7:45  with  the  Rev. 
C.  L.  Patrick  as  the  visiting  minister.  He 
will  be  assisted  by  the  pastor,  the  Rev. 
J.  Stewart  Humphrey.  We  are  sorry 
about  this  error. 

Juniper  Chapel  Announces 
Spring  Revival 

Revival  services  will  be  conducted  at 
Juniper  Chapel  Free  Will  Baptist  Church 
near  Vanceboro,  North  Carolina,  the  week 
of  March  25-30,  beginning  each  evening 
at  7:45.  Guest  evangelist  for  the  week 
will  be  the  Rev.  Loyd  Gore,  pastor  of 
Crab  Point  church.  The  pastor,  the  Rev. 
Eddie  Edwards,  and  the  church  congrega- 
tion extend  a  cordial  welcome  to  every- 
one to  attend  and  to  be  much  in  prayer 
that  many  lost  souls  will  be  saved. 

Saint  Mary's,  Kenly, 
Revival  March  25-30 

The  Saint  Mary's  Free  Will  Baptist 
Church,  Kenly,  North  Carolina,  will  begin 
its  spring  revival  March  25,  continuing 
through  March  30,  beginning  each  night 
at  7:30.  The  guest  minister  for  the 
week  will  be  the  Rev.  Cedric  Pierce  Jr. 
Throughout  the  week  there  will  be 
special  singing  and  testimonies.  The 
church  extends  a  welcome  to  the  general 
public  to  come  and  share  in  this  week 
of  revival. 

Hugo  Church  Schedules 
Spring  Revival 

Spring  revival  services  will  be  held  at 
the  Hugo  Free  Will  Baptist  Church,  Route 
2,  Griffon,  North  Carolina,  the  week  of 
March  25-30,  beginning  each  evening  at 
7:45.  The  visiting  evangelist  for  the 
week  will  be  the  Rev.  Delmas  Brown, 
Dover,  North  Carolina.  The  pastor,  the 
Rev.  Harry  A.  Jones,  will  be  assisting  in 
the  services  which  will  feature  special 
music  each  evening.  The  pastor  and  the 
church  membership  request  your  prayers 
in  behalf  of  the  meeting.  The  public  is 
cordially  invited. 

Revival  in  Progress 
At  Stony  Hill  Church 

The  Rev.  Clyde  Cox  is  conducting  a 
series  of  revival  services  in  progress  at 
the  Stony  Hill  Free  Will  Baptist  Church, 
Route  2,  Middlesex,  North  Carolina.  The 
services,  which  are  beginning  nightly  at 


7:30,  will  continue  through  Saturday, 
March  23.  Mr.  Cox  is  being  assisted  by 
the  pastor,  the  Rev.  Raymond  T.  Sasser, 
who,  along  with  the  congregation,  in- 
vites the  public  to  attend  the  remaining 
services. 

Fremont  Church  to  Host  First 
Western  Union  Meeting 

The  First  Union  Meeting  of  the  West- 
ern Conference  will  convene  with  the 
Fremont,  North  Carolina,  Free  Will  Bap- 
tist Church,  Saturday,  March  30.  The 
Rev.  James  V.  Joyner,  moderator,  will 
preside,  assisted  by  the  clerk,  the  Rev. 
C.  F.  Bowen.  There  will  only  be  a  morn- 
ing session  which  is  as  follows: 
10:00— Morning    Devotional,    the  Rev. 

Robert  Langley 
10:15— Welcome  Address,  the  Rev.  Lloyd 
Hargis,  Host  Pastor 
—Response,  the  Rev.  Roland  Cherry 
10:20— Business  Session 
11:00— News  from  Denominational  Enter- 
prises 

11:20— Report  of  Committees 

1 1 :30— Morning  Worship: 

Congregational  Singing  and  Spe- 
cial Music 

Offering  for  Children's  Home 
Sermon,  the  Rev,  Clyde  Cox 
12:30— Adjournment  and  Lunch 

Albemarle  Union,  League,  and 
Sunday  School  Convention 

The  Albemarle  Union  Meeting,  League 
Convention,  and  Sunday  School  Conven- 
tion will  convene  with  the  Mount  Zion 
Free  Will  Baptist  Church,  Route  1,  Roper, 
North  Carolina,  Saturday  and  Sunday, 
March  30  and  31.  The  programs  are  as 
follows: 

Union  Meeting 
(Morning  Session  Only) 
March  30 

10:00— Devotions,  the  Rev.  Robert  May 
10:10— Welcome,  Mrs.  Mae  Oliver 

—Response,  the  Rev.  Robert  Rol- 
lins 

10:15— Moderator's   Address,   the  Rev. 

Charlie  Overton 
10:20— Roll  Call  of  Ministers 

—Recognition  of  Visiting  Ministers 
-Roll  Call  of  Churches 
10:45— Offering  for  Denominational  En- 
terprises 
—Announcements 
11:05— Report  of  Children's  Home,  via 
Literature 
—Report  of  Mount  Olive  College,  via 

Literature 
—Report  of  Missions,  via  Literature 
(continued  on  page  eight) 
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MOUNT  OLIVE.  NORTH  CAROLINA 


Mount  Olive  College 
Historical  Tour 

May  27-June  5,  2300  miles  through 
the  heart  of  the  Old  South  with  emphasis 
on  the  antebellum  period.  Cost  is  $225 
which  includes  hotel  and  travel  but  not 
food  and  admissions.  This  tour  carries 
one  semester  hour  of  credit  in  history, 
and  those  taking  it  for  credit  will  pay 
tuition  fee  of  $30.  The  tour  will  be 
made  by  chartered  bus,  leaving  Mount 
Olive  campus  at  8  a.m.  on  Monday,  May 
27,  and  returning  by  9  p.m.  on  Wednes- 
day, June  5. 

Itinerary 

May  27-Leave  Mount  Olive  to  Charles- 
ton, South  Carolina,  by  the  way  of  Bruns- 
wicktown  and  Brookgreen  Gardens.  We 
will  stay  at  Fort  Sumter  Hotel. 

May  28— Leave  Charleston  to  hand- 
some McLeod  Plantation  home  on  James 
Island,  on  to  Savannah,  to  Colonial  Mid- 
way Church,  to  St.  Simon's  Island  (Fort 
Frederica,  Christ  Church). 

May  29— St.  Simon's  Island  to  Talla- 
hassee by  the  way  of  Waycross,  Valdos- 
ta,  and  Thomasville.  We  will  see  Florida's 
State  Capitol  building  and  Governor's 
Mansion. 

May  30-Leave  Tallahassee  on  to  Pen- 
sacola,  Mobile  to  Biloxi,  Missippi,  the 
home  of  President  Jefferson  Davis. 

May  31— Mobile  to  New  Orleans  by 
way  of  Chalmette,  the  site  of  the  Battle 
of  New  Orleans  (1815). 

June  1— Tour  of  New  Orleans  includes 
the  French  Quarter,  St.  Louis  Cathedral, 
the  Cabildo,  a  few  historic  houses,  and 
other  places  of  interest. 

June  2-New  Orleans  to  Baton  Rouge 
(Capitol  and  Governor's  Mansion)  on  to 
Natchez,  where  we  will  visit  some  of  the 
famous  plantation  houses. 

June  3-Natchez  to  Vicksburg,  to  Jack- 
son (Capitol  and  Governor's  Mansion), 
to  Meridan  to  Demopolis  (Alabama).  At 
Demopolis,  we  will  visit  Gaineswood, 
considered  the  most  beautiful  antebel- 
lum home  in  the  South  (built  by  General 


Nathan  Bryan  Whitfield,  formerly  of 
Seven  Springs,  North  Carolina). 

June  4— Leave  Demopolis  to  Selma 
(visit  grave  of  the  Honorable  William  R. 
King,  vice-president  of  United  States,  a 
native  of  Sampson  County,  North  Caro- 
lina) to  Montgomery  (Capitol  and  Con- 
federate White  House),  and  on  to  Atlanta. 

June  5— Atlanta  to  Confederate  Me- 
morial at  Stone  Mountain,  to  Athens,  to 
Washington,  Georgia,  to  Columbia,  South 
Carolina,  to  Mount  Olive. 

The  reservation  fee  is  $25  and  should 
be  sent  to  Mr.  Claude  H.  Moore,  director 
of  the  tour,  Mount  Olive  College,  Mount 
Olive,  North  Carolina  28365.  If  a  per- 
son finds  that  he  will  not  be  able  to 
make  the  trip  after  he  has  made  reserva- 
tions, it  will  be  necessary  to  get  some- 
one to  take  his  place  in  order  to  get  re- 
fund since  hotel  reservations  have  to  be 
made  in  advance  as  well  as  bus  reserva- 
tion. Baggage  will  be  limited  to  one 
suitcase  and  a  handbag.  The  above 
charge  is  for  double  room  with  twin 
beds.  For  single  rooms  an  extra  charge 
will  have  to  be  made. 


NEWS  NOTES 

(continued  from  page  seven) 

—Report  of  Free  Will  Baptist  Press 
Foundation,  via  Literature 

—Report  of  Cragmont  Assembly,  via 
Literature 

1 1 :20— Reading  of  Minutes  of  Last  Union 

—Report  of  Treasurer 

—Other  Business 

—Announcement  of  Next  Union 
1 1:30— Minutes  Read  and  Approved 
ll:35-Hymn 

1 1  AO— Special  Music,  Host  Church 
ll:45-Message,  the  Rev.  Bobby  Taylor 
12:30— Benediction 

— Adjournment  and  Lunch 

League  Convention 
Evening  Session 

7:30— Devotions,  Miss  Nataline  Oliver 
7:40— President's   Message,   Mr.  Loyd 
Jones  Jr. 


—Appointment  of  Digest  Commit! 
—Offering 

—Roll  Call  of  Leagues 
—Sword  Drill 
—Hymn 

—Recognition  of  Ministers 
—Announcements 
—Special  Music,  Host  League 
—League  Program 
—Minutes  of  Last  Convention 
—Business  Period 
—Report  of  Digest  Committee 
—Awarding  of  Banners  and  Picturlj 
— Treasurer's  Report 
9:00— Adjournment 

Pianist,  Mr.  Greg  Oliver 

Sunday  School  Convention 
(Morning  Session  Only) 
March  31 

9:45— Devotions,  Mr.  Wayne  Brett 
9:55— Welcome,  Mrs.  James  Hardisor 

Local  Sunday  School  Superinter 

dent 

—Response,  Mr.  Isaac  Furlough 
10:00— President's  Message,  Mr.  Irvii 
Foreman 

10:05— Sunday  School  Lesson,  Mrs.  Ma< 
Oliver 

10:30— Enrollment  of  Ministers 

—Recognition  of  Visiting  Minister! 
—Roll  Call  of  Churches  and  Dele; 
gates 

—Bringing  Reports  and  Receiving 

Blanks 
—Announcements 
—Offering  for  Children's  Home 
—Offertory  Prayer 
10:55— Minutes  of  Last  Convention 
—Treasurer's  Report 
—New  Business 

—Reports  of  Literature  and  De- 
nominational Enterprises 
—Minutes  Read  and  Approved 
1 1:55— Special     Music,     Host  Sunday 
School 

—Message,  the  Rev.  Charlie  Over- 
ton 

12:30— Benediction 

—Adjournment  and  Lunch 

Fourth  Union  of  Central 
Conference  at  LaGrange  Church 

The  Fourth  Union  Meeting  of  the  Cen- 
tral Conference  will  convene  with  the 
LaGrange,  North  Carolina,  Free  Will  Bap- 
tist Church,  Sunday,  March  31.  The 
theme  will  be,  "Walkinq  in  the  Light," 
with  Scripture  taken  from  1  John  1:7, 
".  .  .  if  we  walk  in  the  light,  as  he  is  in 
the  light,  we  have  fellowship  one  with 
another,  and  the  blood  of  Jesus  Christ 
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lis  Son,  cleanseth  us  from  all  sin."  The 
cheduled  program  is  as  follows: 

Morning  Session 

0:00— Sunday  School 

1:00— Hymn,  "Heavenly  Sunlight" 
—Devotions,  Miss  Ginger  Cummings 
—Welcome,  Mrs.  Sudie  Wiggins 
—Response,  Mrs.  Ralph  Beaman 

1:15— President's  Remarks 
—Recognition  Time 
—Greetings   from    the  Children's 
Home,  Mr.  Sam  Weeks,  Superin- 
tendent 

—Hymn,  "Footsteps  of  Jesus" 
1:30— Special  Music,  The  New  Creations 
—Sermon,  the  Rev.  L.  B.  Manning 
—Appointment  of  Committees 
—Lunch 

Afternoon  Session 

1:15— Devotions,  the  Rev.  Clinton  Davis 
—Special  Music,  The  New  Creations 
—News  from  Mount  Olive  College 
—Business  Period 
—Program,  Local  Church 

2:15— Adjournment 


COUPONS 

In  response  to  several  requests  re- 
cently, the  Children's  Home  would  like 
to  publish  once  again  a  list  of  coupons 
ifand  trading  stamps  we  are  privileged  to 
jredeem  for  merchandise.  We  appreciate 
|the  efforts  of  the  many  organizations 
Who  participate  in  the  coupon  program. 
|We  have  received  many  useful  items 
from  time  to  time  with  these  coupons 
.and  trading  stamps.  Listed  below  are 
!the  ones  which  we  are  able  to  redeem: 

S  and  H  Trading  Stamps 
\  Gold  Bond  Trading  Stamps 
Greenbax  Trading  Stamps 
Red  Scissors  Coupons 
Bonus  Coupons 
Luzianne  Coupons 
Borden  Coupons 
Octagon  Soap  Coupons 
Betty  Crocker  Coupons 
Raleigh  Cigarette  Coupons 
Chesterfield  Cigarette  Coupons 
Tube  Rose  Snuff  Coupons 

We  would  also  like  to  point  out  that 
we  are  not  able  to  use  store  coupons  as 
we  buy  from  wholesale  companies  and 
they  do  not  accept  store  coupons. 


HAVE  YOU  RENEWED  YOUR 
SUBSCRIPTION? 


BIBLE  TIMES 

WEIGHTS,  MEASURES,  MONEY 

by  Mrs.  Royce  Matthews 
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The  above  are  the  answers  to  last  week's  puzzle,  "Bible  Times  (Weights,  Measures, 
Money)."  Each  one  is  circled.  Your  answers  may  read  vertical,  horizontal,  or  diag- 
onal, and  may  be  spelled  forward  or  backwards.   Did  you  find  all  of  them? 

We  appreciate  the  favorable  comments  we  have  received  about  the  puzzles.  We 
hope  to  have  one  in  the  "Baptist"  for  you  every  other  week. 


Request  from  the 
Moretzs 

I  would  like  to  report  that  my  hus- 
band, the  Rev.  Willet  L.  Moretz,  is  not 
confined  to  his  bed  and  is  able  to  do  a 
little  work  in  his  garden  by  taking  it 
easy.  He  cannot  read  or  write  so  he  has 
very  little  to  occupy  his  time.  He  would 
appreciate  very  much  receiving  a  card  or 
short  message  from  his  friends  now  and 
then.  He  is  still  very  interested  in  the 
work  of  the  Free  Will  Baptist  Church, 
and  misses  his  church  very  much.  He 
requests  the  prayers  of  everyone  that 
God's  will  be  done  in  his  life. 

We  would  certainly  appreciate  a  visit 
from  our  friends  if  you  happen  to  come 
to  the  mountains.  Our  address  is  Route 
1,  Box  67,  Swannanoa,  North  Carolina 
28778,  and  we  live  on  Bee  Tree  Road. 
Our  name  is  on  the  mailbox  at  the  pri- 
vate road  that  leads  to  our  house. 

We  would  like  to  extend  our  love  and 


best  wishes  for  the  denominational 
work. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

The  Rev.  and  Mrs.  Willet  L.  Moretz 


Disposal  System 
Approved 

Camp  Vandemere,  Inc.,  Vandemere, 
North  Carolina,  has  received  a  permit 
from  the  Air  and  Water  Resource  Com- 
mission for  a  disposal  system  for  the 
camp.  Realizing  that  this  study  and 
planning  has  taken  almost  three  years, 
we  are  appealing  to  all  Free  Will  Baptists 
and  friends  of  Free  Will  Baptists  for  their 
continued  support  and  prayers. 

"Oh  that  men  would  praise  the  LORD 
for  his  goodness,  and  for  his  wonderful 
works  to  the  children  of  men!"  (Psalm 
107:31). 

Respectfully  submitted, 
The  Rev.  Luther  Swinson 
Publicity  Director 
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Unmitigated 


by  the  Rev.  R.  P.  Harris 


Scriptural  Basis:  "Let  us  hear  the  con- 
clusion of  the  whole  matter  (the  realm 
of  human  concern):  Fear  God,  and  keep 
the  commandments:  for  this  is  the  whole 
duty  of  man"  (Ecclesiastes  12:13). 

The  Dedication  of 
One's  Life  to  Christ 

The  whole  duty  of  man  includes  the 
dedication  of  one's  life  to  Christ.  This 
means  that,  by  virtue  of  the  fact  that 
God  made  man  and  locked  into  his  loins 
the  ability  to  cocreate  life  with  God,  he 
is  under  moral,  legal,  and  natural  obli- 
gation to  do  that  which  is  right.  Man 
has  no  right  to  violate  his  God-given  ex- 
istence. To  do  this  is  to  jeopardize  his 
right  to  all  that  God  has  created  for  his 
good.  God  intends  to  give  us  every  ad- 
vantage producing  peace,  joy,  love, 
beauty,  and  complete  satisfaction.  God 
did  not  make  man  to  become  vile,  wick- 
ed, and  godless. 

There  are  at  least  three  reasons  why 
man  is  duty  bound  to  dedicate  his  life 
to  Christ: 

In  the  first  place  it  is  impossible  for 
man  to  serve  two  masters.  Matthew  6: 
24  states,  "No  man  can  serve  two  mas- 
ters: for  either  he  will  hate  the  one,  and 
love  the  other,-  or  else  he  will  hold  to 
the  one,  and  despise  the  other.  Ye  can- 
not serve  God  and  mammon"  (worldli- 
ness  personified).  Man  is  duty  bound 
to  serve  Christ  because  Christ  is  the  only 
way  man  can  benefit  physically,  men- 
tally, or  spiritually.  Anything  Satan 
provides  for  man  is  designed  to  trap  him 
and  to  bring  him  into  chaos  and  wretch- 
edness. Man  must  beam  in  on  the  un- 
mitigated truth  of  God  by  committing 
himself  to  God  and  the  Christian  way  of 
life.  It  will  be  necessary  also  for  him 
diligently  to  withdraw  himself  from  all 


New  Growth 


BY  MRS.  ROYCE  MATTHEWS  M 

It  has  been  approximately  two  thou- 
sand years  since  two  women  entered  a 
cemetery  to  anoint  a  dead  loved  one  and 
heard  an  angel  say,  "He  is  not  here,-  for 
he  is  risen,  as  He  said.  .  .  ."  (Matthew 

28:6). 

We,  in  the  twentieth  century,  have 
heard  the  story  leading  up  to  this  state- 
ment countless  of  times.  We  have  lit- 
tle mental  pictures  that  flash  through 
our  minds  each  time  we  hear  it.  The 
pictures  are  always  the  same. 

There  is  the  picture  of  the  sleeping 
disciples  as  Jesus  prays  in  agony.  Do 
you  ever  wish  to  prod  them  with  a  hot 
stick  so  they  wouldn't  dare  go  back  to 
sleep? 

The  picture  we  have  of  Judas  is  that 
of  a  traitor.  His  black  eyes  are  pools 
of  wickedness  as  he  plants  the  kiss  of 
betrayal  on  Jesus'  cheek.  Have  you  ever 
thought  you  would  have  loved  jerking 
him  away  from  your  loving  Saviour  and 
bashing  his  puckered  lips  with  your  fist? 

We  see  the  pious  Pharisees  and  Sad- 
ducees  in  their  sanctimonious  robes.  Do 


participation  in  evil  habits,  acts  of  re- 
bellion, and  disobedience  to  all  Christ's 
commandments. 

In  the  second  place,  man's  duty  to 
Christ  is  the  dedication  of  his  body  with 
all  its  functions  to  the  glorification  of 
Christ.  He  owes  Christ  the  loyalty  of 
making  sacred  the  care  and  protection 
of  his  body.  The  appetite  must  be  con- 
trolled. No  drunkenness,  abuse,  or  con- 
tamination which  would  be  hazardous  to 
his  health  or  well-being  can  be  tolerated. 
Jesus  is  the  one  who  died  on  the  Cross, 
paying  the  awful  ransom  and  making  the 
supreme  sacrifice  for  man.  ".  .  .  there- 
fore glorify  God  in  your  body,  and  in 
your  spirit,  which  are  God's"  (1  Corin- 
thians 6:20). 

Now,  the  third  reason  why  man  must 
dedicate  his  life  to  Christ  is  that  there 
is  no  other  way  to  heaven,  the  ultimate 
purpose  of  his  existence.  God  did  not 
make  man  to  destroy  him  in  hell.  Man's 
refusal  to  dedicate  his  life  to  Christ 
makes  it  necessary  that  he  be  banished 
or  exiled  to  hell.  The  Jesus  way  is  the 
only  way.  The  Christian  will  earnestly 
strive  to  rid  himself  of  all  sinful  and 
evil  habits.  He  will  honestly  seek  the 
way  of  truth  and  holiness  unto  the  Lord. 


you  ever  want  to  preach  them  a  fire  ati 
brimstone  sermon  and  let  them  knov 
exactly  how  you  feel  about  their  hypcl 
critical  religion? 

We  see  Peter  warming  his  hands  a| 
the  enemy's  fire  as  he  denies  he  evel 
knew  Jesus— three  tims.  An  incredible 
look  of  shame  crosses  his  face  as  thifl 
bright  colored  rooster  on  the  fence  be  i 
hind  him  crows.  Do  you  ever  want  tij 
pull  at  his  red  beard  and  ask,  "Peter j 
how  could  you  do  such  a  thing?" 

Then  there  is  the  picture  of  Pilate 
the  governor,  who  was  dragged  againsj) 
his  will  into  the  position  of  judging  Jel 
sus.  Have  you  ever  wanted  to  shake  hin 
politically  motivated  head  until  he  crien 
in  a  loud  voice,  "Turn  Him  loose?  \\ 
is  the  religious  hypocrites  who  have  done! 
the  wrong!" 

We  see  the  Roman  soldiers  laughincl 
gleefully  as  they  go  about  their  business! 
of  torturing  the  men  on  the  crosses.  Each] 
sound  of  suffering  brings  a  fresh  ton 
rent  of  jokes  and  horrible  mockery.  Have'! 
you  ever  wanted  to  break  their  swordsj 
across  their  ugly  drunken  heads? 

In  the  picture  at  the  tomb,  we  see  the,: 
faces  of  the  women,  sorrowful  at  Jesus'J 
death,  their  new  clothes  of  mourning* 
swishing  as  they  hurry  along.  Would! 
you  like  to  ask  them,  "Didn't  you  listen] 
to  a  thing  Jesus  said?  He  told  you  Hei 
would  arise  the  third  day." 

We  have  reviewed  pictures  of  the) 
sleeping  disciples,  Judas,  the  pious  reli-| 
gious  hypocrites,  Peter,  Pilate,  the  Ro-ii 
man  soldiers,  and  the  women  going  tot 
anoint  a  dead  friend. 

Each  of  us  was  also  in  that  country1 
through  Jesus'  last  days  on  earth.  In 
which  of  these  picture?  do  you  fit?  Dur- 
ing the  weeks  beforr  caster,  we're  go-| 
ing  to  attempt  find  .ig  just  where  we 
were  at  the  crucifixion. 


FAMILY  FIRESIDE 

(continued  from  page  four) 

path  of  pain.  Show  me  that  my  tears  have 
msde  my  rainbow."— Moody  Monthly. 

JpRArER  Thought 
Every  cloud  has  a  silver  lining.  This  is 
true,  though  often  not  understandable  at  a 
particular  time  of  crisis.  Each  new  experi- 
ence in  life  will  show  us  more  fully  the 
truth  in  this  statement. 

(Devotions  used  by  permission,  Knight's 
Master  Book  of  New  Illustrations,  Eerd- 
mans  Press.) 
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BIBLE 


QUESTIONS 

and 
ANSWERS 


Conducted  by  J.  P.  BARROW 
Route  1,  Box  475,  LaGrange,  North  Carolina  28551 


Question:  Please  explain,  "Verily  I  say 
ito  you,  Among  them  that  are  born  of 
omen  there  hath  not  risen  a  greater 
ian  John  the  Baptist:  notwithstanding 
»  that  is  least  in  the  kingdom  of  heav- 
i  is  greater  than  he"  (Matthew  11:11). 

Answer:  Jesus  was  not,  I  think,  com- 
Jaring  John  to  Himself,  but  those  born 
1  the  natural  way  to  human  parents. 
If  course,  John's  birth  was  special,  as 
las  Isaac's,  in  that  his  parents  were 
ftst  the  age  that  parents  are  who  are 
lie  means  of  bringing  children  into  the 
rorld.  In  these  two  cases  God  inter- 
lined and  caused  older  people  to  become 
farents.  "And  they  had  no  child,  be- 
muse that  Elisabeth  was  barren,  and  they 
Itath  were  now  well  stricken  in  years, 
t.  .  And,  behold,  thy  cousin  Elisabeth, 
lie  hath  also  conceived  a  son  in  her  old 
ftje:  and  this  is  the  sixth  month  with 

Ipr,  who  was  called  barren.  .  .  .  And  it 
.erne  to  pass,  that,  when  Elisabeth  heard 
lie  salutation  of  Mary,  the  babe  leaped 
h  her  womb;  and  Elisabeth  was  filled 
lith  the  Holy  Ghost:  ...  And  his  father 
■acharias  was  filled  with  the  Holy  Ghost, 
jnd  prophesied,  saying,  Blessed  be  the 
Iprd  God  of  Israel;  for  he  hath  visited 
Ipd  redeemed  his  people,  .  .  .  And  thou, 
liild,  shalt  be  called  the  prophet  of  the 
lighest:  for  thou  shalt  go  before  the 
face  of  the  Lord  to  prepare  his  ways" 
uke  1:7,  36,  41,  67,  68,  76).  (Compare 
nd  see  Genesis  12:1-3;  17:15-17;  21:1, 

However,  this  does  not  seem  to  be 
hat  Jesus  has  in  mind  as  the  words 
:  Matthew  1 1 :22  are  uttered;  but  it  was 
lat  John,  though  the  highest  in  honor, 
aedience,  and  success  in  carrying  out 
pe  plan  of  God  as  a  forerunner  to  Christ, 
pt  his  being  of  the  old  dispensation 
sade  him  unqualified  to  fill  our  place  in 
pe  dispensation  of  grace  who  are  living 
n  this  side  of  the  Cross.  He  was  cir- 
umcised  and  did  baptize  unto  repent- 
|nce,  pointing  to  Christ  as  the  One  who 
■nould  come  after  him.  He  was  the 
brerunner  of  Christ  the  King;  but  in 


Christ  we  live  and  move  and  have  our 
being.  We  are  the  members  of  the  body 
of  Christ.  We  are  the  living  stones  with 
which  Christ's  church  is  being  built.  He 
was  a  voice  crying  in  the  wilderness.  We 
have  in  us  the  mind  which  also  is  in 
Christ  Jesus.  We  beseech  men  in  Christ's 
stead  to  be  reconciled  to  God. 

George  H.  Sandison  answers  a  similar 
question  on  Page  258  in  his  book,  1000 
Difficult  Bible  Questions,  as  follows: 

"The  Saviour,  in  Matthew  11:11,  was 
referring  not  to  John's  personal  charac- 
ter, but  presumably  to  his  official  stand- 
ing or  position  in  the  economy  of  grace, 
in  which,  although  he  was  above  those 
that  went  before  him,  he  belonged  to 
the  old  dispensation  and  was  therefore 
behind  the  humblest  worker  in  the  new 
order  of  things.  See  Matthew  11:15; 
Luke  16:16,  which  further  illustrates  the 
meaning  of  the  passage." 

Then  Scofield  has  this  to  say  on  the 
bottom  of  Page  1010  in  the  old  Scofield 
Bible:  "Positionally  greater,  not  morally. 
John  Baptist  was  as  great,  morally,  as 
any  man  'born  of  woman,'  but  as  to  the 
kingdom  he  announced  it  at  hand.  The 
kingdom  did  not  then  come,  but  was  re- 
jected, and  John  was  martyred,  and  the 
King  presently  crucified.  The  least  in 
the  kingdom  when  it  was  set  up  in  glory 
(see  'Kingdom  (N.T.),'  Luke  1:31-33;  1  Co- 
rinthians 15:24)  will  be  in  the  fullness 
of  power  and  glory.  It  is  not  heaven 
which  is  in  question,  but  Messiah's  king- 
dom. (See  Matthew  3:2,  note,-  6:33, 
note.)" 

Also  at  the  bottom  of  Page  996  in 
Scofield's  notes:  "(1)  The  phrase,  king- 
dom of  heaven  (lit.  of  the  heavens),  is 
peculiar  to  Matthew  and  signifies  the 
Messianic  earth  rule  of  Jesus  Christ,  the 
Son  of  David.  It  is  called  the  kingdom 
of  the  heavens  because  it  is  the  rule  of 
the  heavens  over  the  earth  (Matthew  6: 
10).  The  phrase  is  derived  from  Daniel, 
where  it  is  defined  (Daniel  2:34-36,  44; 
7:23-27)  as  the  kingdom  which  'the  God 
of  heaven'  will  set  up  after  the  destruc- 


tion by  'the  stone  cut  out  without  hands' 
of  the  Gentile  world-system.  It  is  the 
kingdom,  covenanted  to  David's  seed  (2 
Samuel  7:7-10,  refs.);  described  in  the 
prophets  (Zechariah  12:8,  note);  and 
confirmed  to  Jesus  the  Christ,  the  Son 
of  Mary,  through  the  angel  Gabriel  (Luke 
1  =32,  33). 

"(2)  The  kingdom  of  heaven  has  three 
aspects  in  Matthew:  (a)  'at  hand'  from 
the  beginning  of  the  ministry  of  John 
the  Baptist  (Matthew  3:2)  to  the  virtual 
rejection  of  the  King,  and  the  announce- 
ment of  the  new  brotherhood  (Matthew 
12:46-50);  (b)  in  seven  'mysteries  of  the 
kingdom  of  heaven,'  to  be  fulfilled  during 
the  present  age  (Matthew  13:1-52),  to 
which  are  to  be  added  the  parables  of 
the  kingdom  of  heaven  which  were  spok- 
en after  those  of  Matthew  13.,  and 
which  have  to  do  with  the  sphere  of 
Christian  profession  during  this  age;  (c) 
the  prophetic  aspect— the  kingdom  to  be 
set  up  after  the  return  of  the  King  of 
glory  (Matthew  24:29-25:46;  Luke  19: 
12-19;  Acts  15:14-17).  See  'Kingdom 
(N.T.)'  (Luke  1:33;  1  Corinthians  15:28). 
Cf.  'Kingdom  of  God'  Matthew  6:33, 
note." 

This  all  being  said  and  done  how  we, 
who  are  the  church  and  shall  sit  with 
Christ  in  His  throne  just  as  He  now  sits 
with  God  the  Father  in  His  throne,  should 
be  happy  and  glorifying  God  in  all  we 
say  and  do  as  we  await  for,  and  make 
ourselves  ready,  for  the  precious  event. 
".  .  .  we  shall  be  like  him,-  for  we  shall 
see  him  as  he  is"  (1  John  3:2). 


A  Note  of  Thanks 

We  wish  to  take  this  means  of  thank- 
ing you  for  the  cards,  flowers,  gifts,  let- 
ters, and  prayers  during  our  illness.  We 
are  improving,  for  which  we  thank  the 
Lord  and  for  your  prayers  on  our  behalf. 

Mr.  Hinnant  is  still  a  little  weak  as  he 
had  four  operations  while  in  the  hospi- 
tal, and  I  am  able  to  get  around  with 
the  aid  of  a  walker. 

Please  continue  to  pray  for  us,  and 
may  God  bless  all  of  you. 

The  Rev.  and  Mrs.  R.  N.  Hinnant 
P.  0.  Box  712 

Denham  Springs,  Louisiana  70726 


The  teacher  had  asked  the  pupils  to 
write  a  short  composition  on  the  subject, 
"Water." 

One  boy  wrote:  "Water  is  a  white  wet 
liquid  which  turns  black  when  you  wash 
in  it." 
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S  TORIES 

for  our  youth 


THE  CAPTURE  OF  THE 
EAGLE 

by  Betty  Jo  Rivers 

THE  twins  were  curled  up  before  the 
fire  waiting  for  their  uncle.  It  was 
time  for  their  bedtime  story.  Presently, 
he  came  in  and  took  his  place  in  the  big 
chair. 

"Well,  what  shall  it  be  about  tonight?" 
Uncle  Joe  asked. 

"Do  you  know  any  stories  about  birds? 
If  you  do  I  would  like  to  hear  about 
them,"  asked  Louise  with  Louis  agreeing. 

"Let  me  see,  now.   Oh  yes,  I  do  re- 
member one.    Would  you  like  to  hear 
about  the  capture  of  the  great  eagle?"* 
As  the  twins  nodded,  he  began. 

"This  story  takes  place  up  in  the  far 
northwest  territory.  It  is  up  along  the 
border  between  the  United  States  and 
Canada,  where  the  St.  John  River  runs 
into  the  lakes. 

"Everyday  the  great  eagle  would  soar 
through  the  air,  find  his  favorite  spot 
along  the  bank  of  the  river,  swoop  down, 
catch  a  fish,  and  sit  on  the  bank  to  eat 
it.  Then  as  his  duty,  he  would  take 
some  back  to  the  little  ones  waiting  in 
the  nest. 

"One  day,  as  the  eagle  approached  his 
favorite  fishing  spot,  life  was  full  of  joy 
and  well-being.  He  noticed  that  some- 
thing had  changed.  There  was  a  big 
rock  sitting  at  the  place  he  was  used  to 
eating.  It  had  not  been  there  before. 
He  circled  around  and  around  it  for  a- 
while,-  then,  coming  down  for  a  closer 
look,  he  perched  on  the  tall  stump  of  a 
dead  tree  to  watch.  He  waited  but 
nothing  happened,  and  presently  he  came 
down  and  caught  a  fish.  He  hopped  up 
on  the  rock  to  eat  it.  Then,  as  was  his 
custom,  he  returned  to  his  nest  with  the 
food  for  his  little  ones. 


"This  continued  for  sometime.  He 
would  fly  carelessly  down,  catch  his  fish, 
and  sit  on  the  rock  to  eat. 

"One  day,  as  he  approached  the  rock, 
he  noticed  that  there  was  something 
else  different  about  the  spot.  Now  there 
was  a  stick  lying  across  the  rock.  It 
had  something  attached  loosely  to  the 
end.  Again  he  circled  around  and  around 
until  he  was  certain  that  it  was  not  mov- 
ing. This  happened  everyday  and  at 
last  he  was  used  to  it  and  would  fly 
down  not  noticing  it  at  all. 

"One  morning  as  he  flew  over  the 
water  around  the  rock,  he  noticed  that 
the  fish  were  unusually  plentiful.  He 
swooped  down  and  caught  one  of  them. 
Then  sitting  on  the  rock,  he  began  to 
eat  it. 

"Just  then  an  Indian,  well  concealed 
in  the  bushes,  pulled  the  strings  that 
released  a  net  which  fell  over  the  eagle, 
making  him  a  prisoner.  It  had  been  the 
net  the  eagle  had  seen  hanging  on  the 
stick.  No  sooner  than  the  net  had  fallen 
than  a  horse  blanket  was  wrapped 
around  the  eagle  and  he  was  stuffed  into 
a  bag.  The  Indian  was  taking  him  to 
the  trading  post  to  sell  him. 

"This  eagle  is,  in  a  way,  like  we  are. 
When  temptation  and  sin  are  placed 
around  us  slowly,  as  the  rock  and  net 
were  placed  around  the  eagle,  we  get 
used  to  it.  The  eagle  got  used  to  it  be- 
ing there  and  did  not  think  about  it 
harming  him.  We  get  used  to  sin  and 
temptation  that  are  around  us.  Then 
just  as  the  net  caught  the  eagle,  the  net 
of  Satan  falls  down  around  us.  If  we 
notice  the  sin  when  it  is  placed  there 
and  do  not  get  used  to  it,  we  can  stay 
away  from  it.  If  the  eagle  had  not  got- 
ten used  to  the  rock,  and  had  avoided 
it,  he  would  never  have  been  caught. 
He  would  still  be  soaring  above  the 
waters  of  the  St.  John  River. 

"Remember  that,  when  you  see 
temptation  and  sin.   Stay  away  from  it 


\ 

and  you  will  not  be  caught  by  the  ne 
of  Satan." 

Louise  looked  up  at  her  uncle,  "It  i 
just  as  our  Sunday  school  teacher  sail 
last  Sunday.  When  you  tell  a  story,  thaj 
by  itself  does  not  condemn  you.  Bu> 
one  thing  leads  to  another  and  befon| 
you  know  it,  you  have  told  other  thing i 
that  are  not  true.  You  have  done  othe' 
things  that  are  wrong,  too.  Then  yoi 
are  lost.  It  all  starts  with  a  simpli 
thing  that  you  don't  think  about  as  real 
ly  bad." 

"Yes,  Louise,  we  have  to  stay  awa]. 
from  everything  that  is  wrong,  no  mat! 
ter  how  bad  it  is.  If  we  don't  we  becomt 
careless  as  the  eagle  did,  and  then  wi; 
are  lost,"  replied  Uncle  Joe. 

"I  wish  Joey  Martin,  down  the  street, 
had  heard  about  the  eagle.  Then  hi| 
might  have  listened  and  would  havi 
stayed  away  from  the  other  boys  thaj 
got  him  into  trouble.  He  wasn't  a  ban 
boy,  but  he  got  into  trouble  just  because 
he  was  with  the  boys  that  did  the  ba< 
things,"  said  Louis. 

"Louis,"  replied  his  uncle,  "you  car 
help  your  friends  by  telling  them  abou 
the  eagle.  Don't  ever  be  afraid  to  spea1 
about  the  Lord  and  His  work.  You  cat: 
help  a  lot  of  others  if  you  will." 

"We  both  will.  We  wish  you  woulij 
tell  these  stories  to  our  friends.  W»j 
try  to  remember  them,  but  you  can  tei 
them  so  much  better  than  we  can,"  saiij 
the  twins. 

"I  will  be  glad  to.    Anytime  that 
am  home,  you  just  bring  them  on  in. 
will  tell  as  many  as  I  can  remember,', 
answered  Uncle  Joe. 

"I  guess  we  had  better  be  gettinj 
ready  for  bed.  Mother  will  be  angrV 
with  us  if  we  stay  up  too  late,"  said  thi 
twins  as  they  jumped  up,  kissed  Uncli! 
Joe  good  night,  and  scampered  to  fine! 
their  parents. 

As  they  got  into  bed  Louise  said,  "Wt' 
are  the  luckiest  children  in  the  work 
to  have  someone  as  wonderful  as  Unchj 
Joe  to  tell  us  stories  and  teach  us  th<; 
right  way  to  live.  I  wish  that  ever)! 
child  had  an  uncle  like  him.  I  don' 
think  that  anyone  could  be  bad  if  h< 
was  taught  the  way  we  are  beint 
taught." 

"We  will  just  have  to  share  him  witl 
our  friends,"  answered  Louis,  "that  wa\ 
we  will  be  helping  some.  Goodnight 
remember  your  prayers." 


Youth  to  father:  "Dad,  could  you  g< 
to  a  private  P.  T.  A.  meeting  tonigh 
with  me  and  the  principal?" 
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Attention  Western 
Youth  and  Leaders! 

All  Western  District  youth  and  leaders 
ilease  keep  in  mind  that  our  Western 
)istrict  Youth  Convention  will  take  place 
Saturday,  March  23,  at  the  Kenly,  North 
arolina,  Free  Will  Baptist  Church,  with 
he  Rev.  James  V.  Joyner  as  host  pastor. 
l/Ve  have  an  exciting  meeting  planned,  so 
ftome  praying  and  expecting  a  great  day 
In  our  Lord. 

Respectfully  submitted, 
Mrs.  Charles  Sullivan 
Western  District  Youth  Chairman 


Youth  Sunday  at 
Sidney  Church 

On  March  31,  the  YFA  of  Sidney  Free 
Will  Baptist  Church,  Route  2,  Belhaven, 
North  Carolina,  will  observe  its  annual 
Youth  Sunday,  with  the  youth  of  the 
•church  taking  complete  charge  of  the 
iSunday  school  and  church  services.  The 
|services  will  begin  at  10  a.m.  with  Gary 
Burbage  acting  as  Sunday  school  superin- 
tendent.  Youth  teachers  for  the  various 
[Sunday  school  classes  are  as  follows: 
(bonna  Gaylord,  adults;  Danny  Clayton, 
young  married  class;  Peggy  Daw,  inter- 
[imediates    and    seniors;    Candy  Smith, 
: junior  girls;  Vanessa  Daw,  junior  boys,- 
land,  Michelle  Burbage,  primary  class. 

I  For  the  morning  worship  service  Gary 
Burbage  will  act  as  master  of  ceremonies. 
The  YFA  choir  will  be  in  charge  of  the 
::music  for  this  service.  Vernon  McCoy 
bf  Cove  City,  North  Carolina,  will  bring 
the  morning  message.  Mr.  McCoy  is  a 
jministerial  student  at  Mount  Olive  Col- 
lege. 

At  two  o'clock  in  the  afternoon  the 
youth  of  the  church  will  present  a  sing- 
ispiration  featuring  "The  Gospel  Mes- 
jsengers"  of  Free  Union  church  and  "The 
(Happiness  Quartet"  of  Belhaven.  The 
jyouth  of  Sidney  church  invite  you  to  at- 
tend these  services  and  please  pray  that 


God's  will  will  be  done.  The  youth  say, 
"If  you  can't  be  there  in  body,  you  can 
be  there  in  spirit." 


Central  Conference 
Woman's  Auxiliary 
Convention 

The  Central  Conference  Woman's  Aux- 
iliary Convention  will  convene  with  the 
Ayden,  North  Carolina,  Free  Will  Baptist 
Church,  Wednesday,  March  27.  The  con- 
vention theme  will  be,  "Be  Thankful  unto 
Him,"  with  Scripture  taken  from  Psalm 
100:4,  "Enter  into  his  gates  with  thanks- 
giving, and  into  his  courts  with  praise: 
be  thankful  unto  him,  and  bless  his 
name."  Mrs.  A.  B.  Chandler,  president, 
will  preside  over  the  convention  with 
Mr.  Randy  McLawhorn  as  pianist  and 
Mrs.  Frances  Carraway  as  organist.  The 
program  is  as  follows: 

Morning  Session 

9:30— Registration 

10:00-Hymn,  "To  God  Be  the  Glory" 
—Devotion,  Mrs.  Lena  Churchill 
10:15— Welcome,  Mrs.  Beulah  Stocks 
—Response,  Miss  Geneva  Heath 
—President's  Greetings,  Mrs.  A.  B. 

Chandler 
—Recognition  Time 
—Business  Period 
—Roll  Call  of  Auxiliaries 
—Report  of  Free  Will  Baptist  Press 

Foundation,  Mrs.  Elizabeth  Hill 
—"Youth  Speaks,"  Presentation  of 

Declamation   Winner,   Mrs.  Dot 

Dail 

—Report  of  Mount  Olive  College, 

Dr.  Hilda  Owens 
—Love  Offering 

—Hymn,  "He's  a  Wonderful  Saviour 
to  Me" 

—Special  Music,  Kings  Daughters 

of  the  Host  Church 
—Announcements 
ll:30-Message,  the  Rev.  Scott  Sowers 
—Benediction  and  Lunch 


Afternoon  Session 

1:15— Hymn,  "Praise  Him,  Praise  Him" 
—Prayer 

—"Youth  Speaks,"  Presentation  of 
Essay  Winner,  Mrs.  Dot  Dail 

—Report  of  Children's  Home,  Mrs. 
Bruce  Barrow 

—Report  of  Cragmont  Assembly, 
Mr.  Bill  Davenport 

—Recognition  of  Life  Awards,  Mrs. 
C.  L.  Patrick 

—Business  Period 

2:45— Adjournment 


PLEASE  NOTICE 

Occasionally  we  receive  articles  too 
late  for  publication.  All  materials  to 
be  placed  in  any  issue  must  be  in  the 
hands  of  the  editor  six  days  prior  to 
the  publication  date  of  the  issue. 
That  is  to  say  that  inasmuch  as  the 
"Baptist"  is  dated  Wednesday,  all  ar- 
ticles planned  for  inclusion  should  be 
in  the  editor's  office  by  Thursday 
morning  of  the  preceding  week. 

We  regret  that  by  necessity  some 
articles  are  rejected  because  of  var- 
ious reasons,  the  main  ones  being  the 
fact  that  some  articles  do  reach  the 
editor's  office  too  late  and  the  fact 
that  sometimes  there  is  a  lack  of 
space.  We  try  to  accommodate  sub- 
missions whenever  possible;  but  if 
some  articles  do  not  get  in  print, 
please  understand  that  we  were  un- 
able to  print  these. 

Pictures  submitted  with  articles 
and  intended  to  be  used  should  be 
sharp  black  and  white  glossy  prints, 
as  these  are  the  only  ones  that  give 
satisfactory  reproduction  quality.  Do 
not  request  their  return  unless  ac- 
companied by  a  self-addressed  stamp- 
ed envelope,  and  indicate  on  the  back 
of  pictures  to  whom  and  where  they 
should  be  returned. 

In  regard  to  announcements  of  re- 
vivals and  conventions:  Your  coop- 
eration in  properly  locating  churches 
or  meeting  places  by  address  will  be 
appreciated.  Also,  specify  the  cor- 
rect date  and  time.  To  expedite  mat- 
ters, items  for  publication  should  be 
addressed  to  The  Editor,  THE  FREE 
WILL  BAPTIST,  P.  O.  Box  158,  Ayden, 
North  Carolina  28513. 

Thank  you, 
The  Editor 
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ST.  CLAIRE  BIBLE  CLAS^) 

THE  SUNDAY  fC 
SCHOOL  LESSON^ 


FOR  MARCH  31 


Overcoming  Human 
Barriers 

Lesson  Text:  Acts  8:18-31 
Memory  Verse:  Galatians  3:28 

I.  INTRODUCTION 

Our  lesson  for  today  is  built  around 
the  general  premise  that  all  men  are  of 
equal  value  in  the  sight  of  God,  that  God 
desires  the  salvation  of  all  men. 

Though  the  lesson  text  is  composed 
of  selections  from  a  single  chapter  of 
the  Book  of  Acts,  it  deals  with  the  two 
basic  Christian  doctrines:  the  first,  that 
all  believers  are  equal  in  the  church  body 
and  in  God's  sight;  second,  that  the  con- 
ditions which  lead  to  salvation  are  the 
same  for  all  men,  regardless  of  race, 
ethnic  background,  or  former  religious 
convictions.  Though  it  is  not  explicitly 
stated  in  the  lesson  text,  it  is  also  ap- 
parent from  the  activities  described  in 
the  text  that  God  makes  use  of  believers 
to  lead  others  into  the  glorious  light  of 
the  gospel  of  Christ. 

The  events  described  in  today's  lesson 
text  took  place  in  Samaria  immediately 
after  the  persecution  of  the  church  in 
Jerusalem  led  to  the  dispersal  of  the  be- 
lievers. 

The  purpose  of  today's  lesson  is  to 
show  that  salvation  comes  only  through 
the  way  provided  by  God,  and  that  these 
conditions  can  never  be  circumvented.— 
The  Teen-Age  Teacher  (F.W.B.). 

II.  HINTS  THAT  HELP 

A.  The  early  Christians  seemed  to  be 
having  a  wonderful  time  at  Jerusalem. 
They  were  witnessing  there  and  having 
wonderful  fellowship  together.  Appar- 
ently there  were  no  plans  to  move  out 
from  there.  Then  persecution  and  the 
stoning  of  Stephen  came,  and  they  were 
scattered  and  the  witnesses  were  scat- 
tered. Is  it  not  marvelous  the  way  God 
can  take  an  insignificant  thing  and  use 
it  to  His  glory,  a  thing  that  appears  to 
be  bad  even? 

B.  The  fact  that  Stephen  was  filled 


with  the  Holy  Spirit  has  a  great  deal  to 
do  with  his  reaction  to  the  hatred  and 
hostility  of  the  Jews.  No  man  can  pray 
for  those  who  are  killing  him  in  his  own 
power  and  strength. 

C.  Have  you  ever  noticed  that  every- 
thing the  Jews  did  against  Christianity 
seemed  only  to  spread  it  even  more? 
God  can  take  that  which  is  designed  to 
destroy  His  work  and  use  it  for  His  own 
glory. 

D.  Do  not  fall  into  the  error  of  believ- 
ing that  those  who  are  dead  in  Christ 
are  asleep  in  the  sense  that  their  souls 
are  dormant.  The  Bible  teaches  that  to 
be  absent  from  the  body  is  to  be  present 
with  the  Lord.  They  are  asleep  in  the 
sense  that  they  are  peaceful  only. 

E.  Do  you  think  that  perhaps  one  of 
the  troubles  with  the  church  today  is 
that  we  have  it  too  easy?  Is  it  possible 
that  some  persecution  now  might  make 
us  better  witnesses? 

-The  Bible  Teacher  (F.W.B.). 

III.  ADDITIONAL  TRUTHS 

A.  We  call  attention  now  to  four  bar- 
riers between  God  and  man:  ignorance, 
unbelief,  inertia,  and  love  of  the  world. 
Ignorance 

God  loved  man  from  creation.  He  con- 
tinued to  love  Him  in  spite  of  man's 
transgressions,  which  are  the  real  bar- 
riers between  man  and  God.  This  love 
led  God  to  send  "his  Son  to  be  the  pro- 
pitiation for  our  sins"  (1  John  4:10). 
This  made  possible  reconciliation  and  re- 
newal of  fellowship. 

But  God's  love  can  never  break  down 
human  barriers  and  reconcile  man  to  God 
as  long  as  it  is  unknown.  Men  must 
know  about  His  love  and  mercy.  It  is 
the  Christian's  privilege  and  joy  to  tell 
about  it.  As  long  as  the  Bible  remains 
a  closed  book,  or  as  long  as  men,  like  the 
Ethiopian  eunuch,  are  unable  to  under- 
stand what  they  read,  God's  message  re- 
mains unknown  and  divine  love  ineffec- 
tive. 

Knowledge  removes  the  barrier  of  ig- 
norance. And  how  may  knowledge  be 
acquired?   Through  teaching  or  preach- 


ing the  Word.  If  the  church  does  not  dt 
this,  who  will?  !' 
Unbelief 

Unbelief  separates  man  from  God.  li 
man  may  know  the  claims  of  the  gospek 
but  not  accept  them.  "He  that  cometlij 
to  God  must  believe  that  he  is"  (Hebrew:! 
11:6).  Paul  tells  us  that  "faith  cometlj 
by  hearing"  the  Word  of  God  (Roman;] 
10:17).  John  wrote  his  Gospel  that  men 
might  believe  in  Christ  and  thus  "havu 
life  through  his  name"  (20:30,  31). 

How  may  unbelief  be  removed?  B)S 
preaching  and  teaching  the  Word  so  a<i 
to  convict  men  of  their  sin  and  of  theiij 
need  for  God  and  provide  a  foundation 
for  faith. 
Inertia 

Salvation  takes  more  than  just  knowj 
ing  about  sin  and  its  remedy;  it  takes 
love  and  obedience.  There  must  be  ac- 
tion (Matthew  7:21;  James  1:25).  Love] 
of  Christ  is  manifested  in  obedience  (John] 
14:15).  The  eunuch,  taught  about  Jesus 
by  Philip,  was  ready  to  obey  the  Lord 
in  baptism. 
Love  of  the  world 

Love  of  the  world  often  chokes  thej 
growth  of  the  good  seed  of  the  Wore1: 
(Matthew  13:1-23).  The  lust  of  the  flesh,, 
lust  of  the  eyes,  and  the  pride  of  life  are' 
still  dominant  factors  in  keeping  manj 
from  being  reconciled  to  God  (1  John  21 
16).  Moses  forsook  Egypt  and  the  pleas- 
ures of  sin  for  affliction  with  God's  peo-, 
pie  (Hebrews  11:25);  but  Demas  forsook' 
Paul  and  the  Lord  because  of  his  love  for 
the  "present  world"  (2  Timothy  4:10),; 
and  Simon  the  sorcerer  was  held  by  the, 
same  love. 

Love  for  the  world  must  be  overcome 
by  greater  love,  the  love  of  God,  and  the 
gift  of  His  Spirit.  The  pleasures  of  sin 
must  give  way  to  the  lasting  joy  of 
heavenly  things  if  men  are  to  walk  with 
and  serve  God.— Standard  Lesson  Com- 
mentary. 

B.  You  have  the  truth  that  can  change 
the  world.  It  may  take  some  sacrifice 
on  your  part,  but  so  what?  The  Com-; 
munist  youth  were  willing  to  sacrificej 
for  something  in  which  they  believed. 
Isn't  it  far  greater  to  sacrifice  for  Some- 
one in  whom  you  believe? 

Changing  the  world  is  a  big  undertak- 
ing, but  you  have  a  big  God.  Don't  be- 
come overwhelmed  by  looking  at  the  tre- 
mendous task  before  you.  Simply  start 
with  yourself.  Ask  God  to  change  you 
to  become  an  effective  witness  for  Him. 
Then  proceed  to  the  friend  closest  to  you. 
Witness  to  him.  Show  by  your  life  what 
God  can  do  when  you  let  Him.  Let  your 
(continued  on  page  fifteen) 
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iditorial... 

(continued  from  page  two) 

is  dangerous  for  us  to  condemn  a  per- 
m,  but  we  can  without  fear  of  godly 
prisal  condemn  intentional,  sinful  acts, 
e  are  not  qualified  to  be  judges,  but  the 
avity  of  the  present  situation  is  fright- 
ling. 

'  We  say:  Do  not  streak.  It  does  not 
lem  to  be  a  proper  means  of  expres- 
Jpn.  Others  say  in  as  strong  a  voice: 
Jpn't  eat  too  much;  gluttony  is  definite- 
]  a  sin.  Further,  the  Bible  teaches  that 
me  should  exercise  moderation  in  all 
lings.  Religion  itself  can  be  sinful— 
[fend  you,  we  said  religion,  not  Chris- 
lanity.  There  is  a  decided  difference, 
liime  people  become  so  religious  that  in 
ieir  opinion  everyone  who  does  not  con- 
Irm  to  their  lifestyle  is  bound  for  dam- 
lition.  Christianity  approaches  things 
I  a  much  different  manner  and  proposes 
■at  one  should  seek  first  the  kingdom 
I  God  and  His  righteousness  and  all 
■her  things  will  fall  into  proper  place, 
lequently  religion  is  a  negative,  while 
firistianity  is  a  positive. 

1 Allow  us  to  emphasize  that  we  abhor 
Ireaking,-  but  are  there  not  other  acts 
jhich  find  equal  disfavor  in  the  eyes  of 
)d?  For  instance,  Have  you  talked 
>out  anyone  lately  and  told  untruths 
>out  him?  The  Bible  says  in  Revela- 
Dn  21:8,  "But  the  fearful,  and  unbeliev- 
!g,  and  the  abominable  and  murderers, 
|id  whoremongers,  and  sorcerers,  and 
olaters,  and  all  liars,  shall  have  their 
irt  in  the  lake  which  burneth  with  fire 
fid  brimstone:  which  is  the  second 
iath."  Liars  are  included  here,  and 
ough  many  would  never  consider 
reaking  across  a  campus,  they  think 
)thing  of  streaking  a  conversation  with 
bs.  We  are  made  to  wonder:  Which 
pe  of  streaking  is  worse?  This  edi- 
ir  does  not  condone  the  indecent  ex- 
psure  of  one's  body,-  neither  does  he 
jndone  the  indecent  killing  of  one's 
jputation  by  those  who  by  their  words 
jndemn  others  but  who,  themselves,  do 
lings  which  are  just  as  bad.  Romans 
1-3  bears  this  witness:  "Therefore  thou 
t  inexcusable,  0  man,  whosoever  thou 
t  that  judgest:  for  wherein  thou  judg- 
;t  another,  thou  condemnest  thyself; 
ir  thou  that  judgest  doest  the  same 
lings.  But  we  are  sure  that  the  judg- 
ent  of  God  is  according  to  truth  against 
lem  which  commit  such  things.  And 
linkest  thou  this,  0  man,  that  judgest 
lem  which  do  such  things,  and  doest 
hie  same  that  thou  shalt  escape  the 
rjdgment  of  God?" 


God  does  not  judge  according  to  man,- 
He  judges  according  to  His  infinite  wis- 
dom and  mercy.  Thankful  we  are  for 
this,  for  otherwise  we  all  would  be  faced 
with  condemnation.  We  may  be  a  little 
off  base  in  our  overview  of  the  problem 
and  the  parallels  which  we  have  attempt- 
ed to  draw;  yet,  we  all  must  realize  that 
every  soul  is  laid  bare  before  almighty 
God  who  knows  all  and  sees  all  and  who 
deals  with  us  in  tender  mercy  and  un- 
derstanding. How  thankful  we  should  be 
that  He  is  not  willing  that  any  should 
perish,  but  rather  desires  that  all  come 
to  repentance. 

We  would  not  suggest  streaking,  but 
we  would  suggest  making  a  beeline  to 
tell  others  of  Him.  By  the  way,  How  do 
you  stand  before  Him?  Your  soul  can- 
not be  "clothed"  from  His  view.  .  .  . 


ONE  MAN  IN  A 
THOUSAND 

(continued  from  page  five) 

Smith  to  ascribe  a  portion  of  Scripture 
to  this  fine,  ideal  layman.  Mr.  Smith, 
during  a  preparatory  interview  for  this 
paper,  stated  that  there  was  a  portion 
of  Scripture  in  Ecclesiastes  7:28  that  de- 
scribed Mr.  Gay.  That  Scripture  reads, 
in  part:  "One  man  among  a  thousand 
have  I  found."  Mr.  Smith  has  captured 
the  true  qualities  of  Mr.  Gay.  It  is  my 
prayer  that  in  the  years  to  come,  men 
may  look  into  the  life  of  this  man  of 
God  and  set  the  pattern  of  their  lives 
after  this  symbol  who  truly  is  "One  Man 
in  a  Thousand." 

(Information  for  this  bibliography  was 
obtained  from  Mr.  Jesse  Gay,  the  Rev. 
S.  A.  Smith,  Horace  and  Peggy  Gay,  citi- 
zens of  the  Walstonburg  community,  and 
"Our  Daily  Bread"  by  Richard  DeHaan.) 


On  Saturday  night,  February  16,  1974, 

Mr.  Alvin  Dildy,  superintendent  of 
Spring  Branch  Sunday  school,  presented 
Mr.  Jesse  Gay  a  "Special  Award  Certifi- 


Churches  and  Ministers 
Available 

(  Note:  This  column  is  provided,  when 
needed,  for  any  church  that  is  seeking  a 
pastor  and  for  any  minister  who  is  seeking 
a  church  to  serve  and  would  like  to  give 
such  notice.  Please  send  the  necessary  in- 
formation to  the  editor  of  "The  Free  Will 
Baptist."  Each  notice  will  run  for  two  is- 
sues only. ) 


The  Rev.  R.  P.  Harris,  1200  Tarboro 
Street,  Rocky  Mount,  North  Carolina 
27801,  would  like  to  announce  that  he 
is  available  for  pastoral  and  revival 
and  Bible  conference  services.  Any 
church  or  person  interested  in  securing 
the  services  of  Mr.  Harris  may  contact 
him  at  the  above  address  or  telephone 
442-3536. 

The  Rev.  Edgar  Benton  announces  that 
he  has  resigned  his  pastorate  of  Rose 
Bud  church,  effective  June  1,  and  will 
therefore  be  available  for  full-time  pas- 
toral services  at  another  church.  Any 
church  interested  in  securing  the  ser- 
vices of  Mr.  Benton  may  contact  him  at 
Route  1,  Box  395-A,  Fremont,  North 
Carolina  27830;  or  by  telephoning  242- 
5283. 

The  Rev.  Robert  Rollins  wishes  to  an- 
nounce that  he  is  available  for  full-time 
pastoral  services  effective  June  30.  Any 
church  interested  in  Mr.  Rollins'  services 
may  contact  him  at  Route  1,  Box  68-F, 
Pinetown,  North  Carolina  27865;  or  tele- 
phone Belhaven  943-3561. 


cate  of  Appreciation"  in  behalf  of  the 
Spring  Branch  church  and  Sunday  school. 
Eighteen  members  of  the  youth  choir, 
called  "The  Miracles,"  under  the  direc- 
tion of  Mrs.  Peggy  Gay,  presented  special 
music.  A  host  of  friends  from  the 
Spring  Branch  church  and  community 
were  also  present  for  the  presentation 
which  took  place  at  Gatewood  Rest  Home 
in  Wilson,  North  Carolina. 


Sunday  School  Lesson 

(continued  from  page  fourteen) 

family  see  Christ  in  you.  "Each  one  win 
one,  till  the  work  is  done." 

"Ye  are  a  chosen  generation"— for 
what?  To  change  the  world  for  Christ. — 
The  Intermediate  Quarterly  (F.W.B.). 
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LIBRARY  COM 

DUKE  UNIVERSITY 

DURHAM,   N.  C.  27703 


COME  ON  SCOUTERS,  LET'S  GO  CAMPING! 


A  Free  Will  Baptist  Scout  Camp-Out  will  be  held  the  weekend  of  April  5-7,  1974,  at  the  Eagle's  Nest  Conference  Center  o 
Mount  Olive  College. 

This  camp-out  has  been  planned,  sponsored  by,  and  is  under  the  direct  supervision  of  your  State  Convention  Scoutini 
Commission,  using  the  assistance  of  the  Eagle's  Nest  Conference  Center. 

This  is  a  first  in  the  history  of  the  Free  Will  Baptist  Denomination!  Scouters,  you  should  not  miss  it! 

Your  Scouting  Commission, 

HARRY  A.  JONES,  Chairman 

16  THE  FREE  WILL  BAPTIS 


HOW  LAWFULLY  ARE  YOU  STRIVING  TO  WIN  YOUR  PRIZE? 


LAWFULLY  WIN  THE  PRIZE 


Cover  Photo  by  Ed  Car 


In  any  endeavor  for  which  one  desires  a  just  and  favorable  reward,  fair  play 
must  be  exercised.  A  person  who  is  seeking  the  attainment  of  any  worthwhile  goal 
must  follow  certain  rules,  set  his  aims  straight,  and  adhere  to  principles  long  since 
designated  as  proper  guidelines.  If  the  prize  is  worth  the  getting,  it  is  worth  the 
competition;  and,  if  it  is  worth  the  competition,  it  is  worth  putting  one's  best  ef- 
forts to  work.  One's  best  efforts  must  be  correlated  with  honesty  (integrity,  if  you 
will),  a  quality  of  character  often  lacking  but  of  utmost  importance.  Only  when 
honesty  is  applied  will  there  be  real  satisfaction  in  the  achievement  of  anything  sig- 
nificantly valuable.  Stouthearted  men  are  the  ones  who  gain  most,  and  they  ac- 
complish this  by  pushing  forward  against  the  strongest  opposition  and  rebuffs,  but 
in  competitive  activity  they  exhibit  strength  of  character  as  well  as  physical  stamina. 

Aims  should  be  set  high.  The  higher  the  aim,  the  greater  the  challenge,-  and, 
"high"  is  where  the  best  prizes  lie.  Though  one  may  not  like  to  admit  his  proclivity 
toward  winning  the  most  cherished  prize,  he  must,  in  all  candor,  admit  that  human 
nature  compels  him  to  seek  the  best  and  to  make  the  greatest  impression  on  his 
peers  by  appearing  to  be  an  overachiever.  Of  course  there  are  those  who  couldn't 
"give  a  flip"  about  anything,  but  we  are  concerned  in  this  discussion  with  people 
who  have  ambition  and  who  want  to  make  a  "mark"  of  some  kind.  How  one  sets 
about  to  make  his  mark  and  to  bring  his  sometimes  elusive  dream  to  fulfillment 
constitute  the  real  issue. 

If  one  knocks  another  down  to  climb  his  stairway  to  the  stars,  this  is  not  good, 
to  say  the  least.  If  he  shoves  others  aside  and  breaks  in  line,  again  this  indicates  an 
attitude  of  selfishness  which  will  in  the  end  afford  little  real  compensation,  though 
this  method  may  be  a  workable  means  of  attaining  a  desired  prestige  or  exalted 
height.  All  too  frequently,  men  who  strive  toward  success  do  so  at  the  expense  of 
destroying  another's  reputation  in  the  process.  "Belittle  another,-  defame  him  to 
the  benefit  of  your  own  selfish  whims"— this  is  certainly  not  a  noble  attitude  nor  a 
Christian  one;  nevertheless,  it  is  one  widely  used— and  sad  to  say,  it  can  be  used 
very  successfully.  History  is  full  of  such  accounts  where  persons  were  dethroned 
by  others  who  were  shrewd  enough  to  make  honorable  men  appear  dishonorable  in 
the  eyes  of  the  public  or  their  superiors. 

There  are  basic  laws  of  life  that  men  must  follow.  There  are  godly  injunctions 
that  have  been  handed  down  for  generations— exhortations  that  promote  fairness 
and  consistency  in  all  things.  We  are  told  to  be  subject  to  the  higher  powers,  to 
conform  to  proper  rules  of  conduct,  to  behave  ourselves,  and  to  relate  favorably  to 
one  another  in  love,  and  in  honor  to  prefer  one  another.  These  tasks  (and  that's 
what  they  are— real  tasks)  are  difficult  to  perform,  for  we  have  a  natural  inclina- 
tion to  think  of  ourselves  and  to  get  what  we  can  for  ourselves,  even  at  the  expense 
and  sometimes  the  actual  destruction  of  another. 

Consider  this,  if  you  will:  Is  it  not  believable,  is  it  not  an  unequivocal  certainty, 
that  if  an  individual  is  a  genuine  Christian  he  will  obey  the  various  laws  of  his  coun- 
try as  well  as  the  laws  of  his  Lord— whether  or  not  he  agrees  with  the  content  of 
the  law  as  written  or  with  the  enforcement  of  said  law  or  with  the  law  itself?  Is  it 
not  important  that  he  abide  by  the  rules  set  up  by  elected  officials  in  high  places? 
Surely,  disagreement  with  the  law  does  not  give  one  the  right  to  break  the  law,-  for 
as  one  is  provided  sundry  benefits  of  a  system,  he  is  also  expected  to  recognize  the 
restraints  and  comply  with  the  restrictions  of  that  system.  All  games  have  stand- 
ards of  control,  rules  which  must  be  followed.  The  game  of  life  is  no  exception. 

Sometimes  there  may  be  two  or  three  ways  of  doing  something,-  there  may  be 
two  or  three  roads  which  will  lead  to  the  same  destination.  Properly,  however,  one 
should  choose  the  best  way  to  do  what  is  to  be  done  and  the  best  road,  though  it 
is  not  certain  that  such  shall  be  the  shortest  route.  While  one  may  contend  that  he 
does  not  have  to  follow  a  set  course,  that  his  wisdom  is  such  that  he  can  decide  for 
himself  the  way  to  do  something  and  in  what  direction  he  should  travel,  he  must 
be  cognizant  of  the  fact  that  there  are  those  who  are  wiser,  that  there  are  veteran 
"doers"  and  "travelers"  whose  examples  speak  for  themselves.  We  do  not  know  it 
all,  regardless  of  how  much  it  pains  us  to  admit  this  as  reality. 

Questions:  Do  you  expect  a  crown  in  the  afterlife?  Do  you  expect  to  win  a 
prize?  If  so,  how  diligently  are  you  striving  for  these?  Are  you  obeying  the  laws 
as  given  by  God?  Are  you  following  the  "one  Way"  established  by  Him?  We  offer 
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A  TRIBUTE  TO  JOSEPH  WHITEHURST 


:ormation  submitted  by  the  Rev.  N.  B. 
Barrow) 


N  this  age  of  unrest  and  disobedience, 
rebellion  and  acrimonious  behavior 

d  crime,  law  enforcement  officials  are 
equently  referred  to  as  "pigs";  and 
ough  no  individual  or  occupation 
^serves  to  have  this  term  used  in  con- 
nction  with  the  name,  we  have  to  ad- 
it that  everything  is  not  always  on  the 
j-and-up  when  it  comes  to  the  work  of 
plicemen,  patrolmen,  and  other  indi- 
jduals  who  take  as  their  profession 
)me  branch  of  law  enforcement.  In 
lort,  there  are  crooks  in  this  profes- 
on  just  as  in  all  others,-  and,  if  we 
ind  ourselves  to  this  fact,  we  cannot 
ilp  but  be  deluded  to  many  other  abso- 
tes. 

We  would  like  to  cite  an  example 
here  integrity  and  honor  and  Christian- 
y  and  brotherhood  are  a  definite  part 
f  a  particular  individual's  character, 
nd  though  this  person  does  work  in  a 
iw  enforcement  capacity,  he  exempli- 
jes  every  Christlike  virtue  possible  with- 
i  the  realm  of  humanity.  Actually,  this 
>  the  way  it  should  be,  though  it  is  very 
eldom  the  case.  We  would  not  suggest 
lat  the  majority  of  public  servants  lack 
onor  or  are  a  discredit  to  their  calling, 
|ut  we  would  be  foolish  to  pretend  that 
fie  badge  is  not  used  improperly  at 
ijimes.   Law  enforcement  cannot  proper- 
ly be  dissociated  from  Christianity,  nor 
hould  one  have  to  look  upon  those  who 
wear  the  badge  and  carry  a  gun  as  ty- 


Joseph  (Pat)  Whitehurst 


rants  or  bullies.  Allow  us  to  introduce 
you  to  a  patrolman  who  wears  the  badge 
of  Christianity  as  well  as  the  badge  of 
law  enforcement. 

Joseph  (Pat)  Whitehurst  of  the  Marl- 
boro Free  Will  Baptist  Church  near  Farm- 
ville,  North  Carolina,  is  an  exceptional 
fellow.  He  wears  his  patrolman's  badge 
proudly  and  has  proven  himself  to  be 
proficient  in  this  chosen  profession. 
More  important  than  that,  he  is  a  model 
Christian  who  is  dedicated  to  the  high- 
est of  moral  principles.  While  some  of 
his  comrades  may  have  acquired  a  repu- 
tation for  harassment  (though  this  is  not 
always  deserved),  no  one  could  or  would 
say  this  of  Pat  Whitehurst.  Though  he 
performs  well  in  his  duties,  he  is  mild- 
mannered  and  considerate,  projecting 
both  efficiency  and  compassion.  He  is 
not  a  pushover,  however;  rather,  he  takes 
a  firm  stand  for  the  right,  but  is  not 
overzealous  to  the  extent  that  he  alarms 
or  insults  those  with  whom  he  has  to 
deal  in  a  professional  way. 

Pat  is  the  son  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  C.  W. 
Whitehurst  and  a  graduate  of  Belvoir- 
Falkland  High  School.  He  received  fur- 
ther education  at  East  Carolina  Univer- 
sity. Being  assigned  on  the  Greene 
County  patrol  force  in  1957,  he  has  serv- 
ed this  area  ever  since.  He  is  married 
to  the  former  Joan  Parker  of  the  Farm- 
ville  community,  the  daughter  of  the  late 
Jack  Parker  and  Mrs.  Alice  Parker,  who 
for  sometime  was  employed  at  the  Free 
Will  Baptist  Children's  Home,  Middlesex, 
North  Carolina.  Joan's  mother  is  still 
active  in  church  and  home  affairs. 


Pat  Whitehurst,  as  the  father  of  three 
daughters,  is  an  exemplary  father,  bring- 
ing them  up  (with  the  aid  of  his  devoted 
wife)  in  the  nurture  and  admonition  of 
the  Lord.  He  is  a  prime  example  of  the 
Christian  father,  one  who  not  only  at- 
tends the  services  of  the  church  himself, 
but  sees  that  his  family  attends,  also. 
His  wife  is  no  stranger  to  the  Marlboro 
church,  having  been  reared  in  it;  and  for 
eight  active  years,  Pat  has  proven  him- 
self an  invaluable  asset  to  all  church 
functions.  No  job  is  beneath  his  dignity 
to  perform.  He  cooperates  in  any  enter- 
prise, making  ardent  attempts  to  better 
the  church,  its  membership,  and  its  over- 
all mission  to  the  world. 

Believing  in  close  discipline  of  his  own 
personal  life,  Pat  Whitehurst  has  extend- 
ed this  philosophy  to  his  patrol  work- 
not  to  the  extent  of  being  narrow-mind- 
ed or  given  to  the  idea  that  only  he  is 
right,  however.  He  deals  with  everyone 
with  all  fairness  and  honesty  and  is 
lenient  when  such  is  merited,  and  this 
is  much  needed  in  this  type  of  work.  He 
is  not  hard  to  deal  with,  but  he  is  firm 
in  his  convictions  and  is  not  easily  sway- 
ed. 

He  is  just  as  conscientious  in  his 
church  work  as  he  is  in  his  professional 
activities.  He  is  the  able  assistant  teach- 
er of  the  junior  Sunday  school  class  of 
the  Marlboro  church.  He  leads  in  prayer 
when  asked,  lends  helping  hands  to 
those  in  need,  grabs  a  hammer  and  nail 
to  repair  whatever  needs  to  be  repaired 
—well,  anything  that  can  be  done  for 
his  Lord,  he  does  it  well  and  willingly. 

It  is  particularly  noteworthy  at  this 
time  when  high  officials  have  been 
derogated  by  their  own  misdeeds,  that 
Pat  Whitehurst  adheres  to  Christian 
ideals  and  holds  these  dear.  He  is  an 
esteemed  gentleman,  but  at  the  same 
time  a  real  man  of  courage  who  is  un- 
afraid to  voice  his  opinions  forcibly  when 
it  comes  to  compromises.  He  will  not 
be  moved  by  public  opinion;  instead,  he 
sets  his  guns  by  what  is  right  and  holds 
his  place  among  those  who  are  steadfast 
in  the  faith. 

It  is  a  privilege  to  know  this  man  and 
to  have  a  particular  rapport  with  him. 
Any  church  would  be  proud  to  have  men 
of  his  caliber  as  part  of  a  working  force 
within  it.  The  Marlboro  church  needs 
not  to  emphasize  its  pride  in  having  Pat 
Whitehurst  as  a  member. 

As  the  editorial  suggests,-  One  should 
strive  for  the  prize,  but  he  should  strive 
for  it  lawfully.  We  would  venture  that 
Pat  Whitehurst  will  claim  his  prize  and 
(continued  on  page  fifteen) 
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SUNDAY,  MARCH  31 
Scripture  Reading— Revelation  2:10 

Rock  of  Ages 
A  young  English  curate  set  out  one  fine 
afternoon  in  the  spring  for  a  walk.  His 
path  led  through  a  limestone  gorge  about 
two  and  a  half  miles  long.  As  he  was  en- 
joying the  exercise  and  the  scenery  he  did 
not  notice  the  storm  clouds  gathering  over- 
head. But,  finally,  he  did  look  up,  and 
seeing  the  dark,  overcast  sky,  he  turned 
and  made  haste  for  home.  But  the  storm 
overtook  him.  The  rain  descended  in  tor- 
rents, and  the  young  curate  found  shelter 
in  a  cleft  of  a  great  limestone  rock.  As  he 
stood  there  in  the  place  of  shelter  and 
heard  the  thunder  roar  and  saw  the  light- 
ning flash,  he  was  deeply  impressed.  He 
drew  from  his  pocket  a  pencil  and  a  scrap 
of  paper,  and  wrote: 

"Rock  of  Ages,  cleft  for  me, 
Let  me  hide  myself  in  Thee." 

This  was  the  inspiration  that  led  Augus- 
tus M.  Toplady  to  write  one  of  our  great- 
est hymns— a  hymn  of  faith  and  love  and 
hope.  It  is  a  hymn  that  expresses  simply 
and  beautifully  the  gospel  truth  that  trust 
in  the  Cross  of  Christ  is  our  only  refuge. 

Is  Christ  to  us  all  that  is  claimed  for 
Him  in  our  text— a  refuge,  a  river,  and  a 
rock?  "And  a  man  shall  be  as  a  hiding 
place  from  the  wind,  and  a  covert  from 
the  tempest;  as  rivers  of  water  in  a  dry 
place,  as  the  shadow  of  a  great  rock  in  a 
weary  land."— Rev.  C.  D.  Honeyford. 
Prayer  Thought 

Christ,  our  Rock  of  Ages,  is  ever  present 
to  shield  us  from  all  harm.  We  need  only 
to  surrender  ourselves  to  His  loving  care. 

MONDAY,  APRIL  1 
Scripture  Reading— Ephesians  1:19 

Everything  but  Power 
A  few  years  ago,  I  saw  a  cartoon  which 
all  too  accurately  illustrated  the  predica- 
ment of  the  church.  A  family  was  leaving 
on  vacation.  The  car  was  loaded  with  bag- 
gage and  fishing  poles,  but  when  the  driver 
stepped  on  the  starter  nothing  happened. 
Seeing  that  the  car  would  not  start,  the 
wife  spoke  up,  "I  had  the  footman  remove 
that  thing  from  under  the  hood  so  we  could 
carry  more  baggage— do  you  suppose  that 


could  have  anything  to  do  with  it?"  Yes, 
lady,  that  certainly  would  have  something 
to  do  with  it.  But  it  is  very  strange  that 
the  church  has  not  discovered  that  we  can- 
not get  anywhere  without  the  power  of 
the  Spirit.  We  have  a  nice  looking  car, 
well  streamlined,  and  with  plenty  of  bag- 
gage—but no  motor.  We  are  all  dressed  up 
to  go,  but  we  are  not  going  anywhere.  .  .  . 
We  are  faced  today  with  incalculable 
satanic  power  and  temptation.  Only  as 
we  are  clothed  in  the  power  of  Almighty 
God  can  we  hope  to  have  the  victory.— 
Moody  Monthly. 

Prayer  Thought 
Put  on  the  armor  of  God  and  we  shall 
be  prepared  to  meet  our  daily  foes.  With- 
out God's  power  to  sustain  us,  our  daily 
lives  will  be  most  difficult  and  could  com- 
pletely overwhelm  us. 

TUESDAY,  APRIL  2 
Scripture  Reading— Proverbs  29:1 

All  Need  Christ 
I  read  of  a  minister  traveling  in  the 
South  who  obtained  permission  to  preach 
in  the  local  jail.  A  son  of  his  host  went 
with  him.  On  the  way  back  the  young 
man,  who  was  not  a  Christian,  said  to  the 
minister: 

"I  hope  some  of  the  convicts  were  im- 
pressed. Such  a  sermon  as  that  ought  to 
do  them  good." 

"Did  it  do  you  good?"  the  minister  ask- 
ed. 

"Oh,  you  were  preaching  to  the  con- 
victs!" the  young  man  answered. 

The  minister  shook  his  head  and  said, 
"I  preached  Christ,  and  you  need  Him  as 
much  as  they."— The  Christian  Advocate. 
Prayer  Thought 

Anytime  we  feel  we  no  longer  need 
Christ  it  is  imminent  that  we  seek  guidance 
because  those  who  have  no  need  of  Christ 
are  susceptible  to  all  the  maladies  of  the 
sin-sick  soul. 

WEDNESDAY,  APRIL  3 
Scripture  Reading— Proverbs  4:12,  13 

Sealed  Fountain 
In  the  Roman  Forum  there  used  to  be  a 
spring  called  "The  Fountain  of  the  Maid- 
en." Until  recent  years  it  was  impossible 
to  find  any  trace  of  it.  One  day,  however, 
when  a  lot  of  rubbish  was  cleared  away 
from  the  ruins  of  the  Forum,  the  old  foun- 
tain burst  forth  again.  For  centuries  it 
had  been  closed  by  the  refuse  that  had 
accumulated.  Oh,  how  many  Christian  lives 
are  sealed  fountains  through  the  hurry  and 
worry  of  business  and  pleasure.  Where 
once  you  were  a  useful  and  happy  soul  win- 
ner, you  are  today  absorbed  in  your  amuse- 
ments and  engagements,  and  your  life  has 
withered  like  the  streams  that  sink  in  the 
desert  and  are  lost  to  sight.— A.  B.  Simp- 
son. 

Prayer  Thought 
Are  our  minds  and  souls  cluttered  with 
the  litter  of  worldly  pleasure?  Remember 
moderation  in  everything.    Worldly  plea- 


sure includes  making  a  radical  machine  i 
of  our  religion  as  well  as  our  recreation: 

THURSDAY,  APRIL  4 
Scripture  Reading— Matthew  5:14,  16 
Why  Blind  Man  Carried  Light 
How  careful  we  should  be  that  neitl 
by  foolish  conversation,  glaring  inconsistc 
cies,  religious  selfishness,  or  any  other  n, 
son,  we  may  cause  our  brother  to  stuml 
or  hinder  our  testimony  for  Christ.  Rath 
let  us  be  like  the  blind  man,  of  whom 
L.  Moody  used  often  to  tell,  who,  wh 
asked  why  he  carried  a  lamp  when  he  coil 
not  see  to  follow  its  light,  naively  answr 
ed,  "I  carry  it  to  keep  people  from  stuiU 
bling  over  me."— A.  B.  Simpson. 

Prayer  Thought 
Let  us  not  become  stumbling  blocks  \ 
the  way  of  others,  coming  to  know  Chr 
as  their  Saviour.  We  shall  be  judged  i 
our  works  and  many  of  us  will  be  foui 
guilty  of  sins  of  omission  as  well  as  sins 
commission. 

FRIDAY,  APRIL  5 

Scripture  Reading— Psalm  23 
In  the  Dark 

In  the  parish  church  of  a  small  town  < 
the  coast  of  Scotland,  the  evening  serviii 
was  drawing  to  a  close.  The  aged  past 
had  announced  the  last  hymn,  when  su»| 
denly  the  lights  went  out.  After  a  mome. 
of  silence  the  precentor  arose  from  his  sel 
in  front  and  said,  "We  cannot  manage  thi 
hymn,  sir,  but  we  can  all  sing  The  Lord  I 
My  Shepherd,'  in  the  dark."  "Yes,  we  wsi 
take  the  Twenty-third  Psalm,"  said  tr 
pastor.  "And  let  me  add,  that  it  is  we 
with  every  soul  that  can  sing  The  Lord! 
My  Shepherd'  in  the  dark."— Record  < 
Christian  Work. 

Prayer  Thought 

In  darkness,  as  well  as  light,  the  Lord 
our  Shepherd.  With  this  thought  in  mint 
we  need  never  worry  because  we  are  new. 
alone  and  the  companionship  of  God  is  w 
surpassable. 

SATURDAY,  APRIL  6 
Scripture  Reading-Psalm  25:9,  10 
A  Stewardship  Meditation  for  Palm 
Sunday 

They  pluck  their  palm  branches 
And  hail  Him  as  King— early  on  Sunday; 
They  spread  out  their  garments; 
Hosannas  they  sing— early  on  Sunday. 

But  where  is  the  noise  of  their  hurryinj 
feet, 

The  crown  they  would  offer— the  scepter 
the  seat? 

Their  King  wanders  hungry— forgot  in  th< 

street, 
Early  on  Monday! 

-  Edwin  McNeill  Poteat 
Prayer  Thought 
So  often  we  laud  and  magnify  our  Got 
on  Sunday  and  speak  and  act  on  Monda\ 
as  though  He  were  nonexistent.  Let  us  frj 

(continued  on  page  fifteen) 
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Cape  Fear  Woman's 
^Auxiliary  Convention 

i  The  Woman's  Auxiliary  Convention  of 
'f  he  Cape  Fear  Conference  will  convene 
I  vith  Oak  Grove  Free  Will  Baptist  Church, 
4*lewton  Grove,  North  Carolina,  Wednes- 
day, April  10.    The  convention  theme 

Li  1 1  be,  "The  Sower  Went  Forth,"  with 

Scripture  taken  from  Matthew  13:8,  ". . . 

other  fell  into  good  ground,  and  brought 
jforth  fruit,  some  an  hundredfold,  some 
jjjjjsixtyfold,  some  thirtyfold."    The  sche- 
duled program  is  as  follows: 
i 

f  Morning  Session 

*i  9:30— Registration 
kllO:00-Hymn,  "Bring  Them  In" 

—Devotions,  Mrs.  James  H.  Spell 
Il0:20-Welcome,  Mrs.  Bobby  Holland 

—Response,  Mrs.  Dianne  Gililand 
1 10:25— President's  Message,  Mrs.  R.  H. 
Jackson 

—Reading  of  Minutes 

—Roll  Call  of  Auxiliaries 

—Appointment  of  Committees 

—Hymn,  "Rescue  the  Perishing" 
(1 1 1 :00— Report  of  Children's  Home 
|11:15— Special  Music 

—Offering 

—Convention   Message,   the  Rev. 
Harold  Jones 
!  12:00-Lunch 

Afternoon  Session 

1:00-Hymn,  "We'll  Work  Till  Jesus 
Comes" 

1:05— Memorial    Service,    Mrs.  Billy 
Nowell 

1:20— Report  of  Youth  Chairman,  Mrs. 
Gail  Denning 
—Essays  and  Declamations 
1:30— Report  of  Mount  Olive  College 
—Report  of  Foreign  Missions 
—Report  of  Home  Missions 
—Report  of  Superannuation  Board 
—Report  of  Cragmont  Assembly, 
Inc. 

2:00— Business  Session 

-Hymn,  "God  Be  with  You" 
—Benediction 


Western  District 
Auxiliary  Convention 

The  Western  District  Woman's  Auxil- 
iary Convention  will  meet  with  the 
Stoney  Creek  Free  Will  Baptist  Church, 
Patetown  Road,  Goldsboro,  North  Caro- 
lina, Wednesday,  April  3.  The  conven- 
tion theme  will  be,  "To  God  Be  the 
Glory,"  with  Scripture  taken  from  1  Co- 
rinthians 10:31,  "Whether  therefore  ye 
eat,  or  drink,  or  whatsoever  ye  do,  do  all 
to  the  glory  of  God."  The  program  is 
as  follows: 

Morning  Session 

9:15— Registration 

9=45-Hymn,  "To  God  Be  the  Glory" 
—Devotions,  Mrs.  Lillie  Mae  Sas- 

ser,  Host  Church 
—Welcome,  Mrs.  Annette  Futrell, 

Host  Church 
—President's  Remarks,  Mrs.  James 

Joyner,  Kenly  Church 
10:15-Hymn,  "I  Love  to  Tell  the  Story" 
—Glorifying  God  Through  Missions, 

Mrs.    Florence    Taylor,  Calvary 

Church 


ATTENTION  LADIES! 

The  Woman's  Auxiliary  Conference 
will  be  held  at  Cragmont  Assembly, 
Black  Mountain,  North  Carolina,  Au- 
gust 12-17.  Please  note  that  the  reg- 
istration fee  is  $10  rather  than  $7, 
and  please  be  sure  to  address  your 
registration  properly  to  Mrs.  Lillie 
Mae  Sasser,  Route  2,  Box  497,  Golds- 
boro, North  Carolina  27530.  Thirty 
dollars  ($30)  will  be  due  upon  board- 
ing the  bus,  making  the  total  cost  of 
the  conference  per  person,  $40. 

This  conference  is  expected  to  be 
one  of  the  most  inspirational  of  recent 
ones  and  should  afford  many  benefits 
for  those  in  attendance.  Don't  miss 
this  opportunity  of  fellowship  and  in- 
struction. Codirectors  are  Mrs.  Sas- 
ser and  Mrs.  Dola  Dudley. 


—Special  Music,  Stoney  Creek  La- 
dies Quartet 

-Lead  Our  Youth  to  Glorify  God, 
Mrs.  Charles  Sullivan,  First 
Church,  Wilson 

—Serve  to  Glorify  God,  Mrs.  Jean 
Sasser,  Piney  Grove  Church 

—Hymn,  "Praise  Him,  Praise  Him" 

—Offering 

—Special  Music,  Stoney  Creek  Wom- 
an's Auxiliary 

—Convention    Message,   the  Rev. 
Harold  Jones,  Missionary  to  the 
Philippines 
12:00-Lunch 

Afternoon  Session 

1:00-Hymn,  "Glory  to  His  Name" 
—Devotions,  Mrs.  Edith  Kirby,  Saint 

Mary's  Church 
—Memorial  Prayer 
—News  from  Cragmont  Woman's 

Conference 
1:30— Business  Session 

—Closing  Hymn,  "To  God  Be  the 

Glory' 
—Benediction 


Attention,  Albemarle 
District  Ladies! 

On  April  18,  the  Albemarle  District 
Woman's  Auxiliary  Convention  will  con- 
vene with  the  Sidney  Free  Will  Baptist 
Church,  Route  2,  Belhaven,  North  Caro- 
lina. At  this  convention,  what  will  your 
auxiliary  report  that  you  have  done  for 
missions  the  past  six  months?  How 
many  souls  have  you  won  to  Christ 
through  the  efforts  of  your  local  aux- 
iliary? Think  carefully  and  prayerfully  I 
If  you  come  up  lacking,  make  up  for  it 
in  your  love  offering  for  missions  at  our 
district  meeting.  Remember,  there  is 
no  limit  to  our  giving  to  win  lost  souls 
for  Jesus.  The  commission  is,  "Go  ye,- 
.  .  .  ye  are  my  witnesses." 

I  would  like  to  share  with  you  some 
food  for  thought  taken  from  my  collec- 
tion of  valued  souvenirs.  Sorry  I  don't 
know  the  author.  "Whenever  there  is 
silence  around  me— by  day  or  by  night — 
I  am  stalled  by  a  cry.  It  came  down  from 
the  cross.  The  first  time  I  heard  it, 
I  went  out  and  searched  and  found  a 
man  in  throes  of  crucifixion,  and  I  said, 
'I  will  take  you  down.'  And  I  tried  to 
take  the  nails  out  of  his  feet.  But  he 
said,  'Let  them  be,  I  cannot  be  taken 
down  until  every  man,  every  woman,  and 
every  child  come  together  to  take  me 
down.'  And  I  said,  'But  I  cannot  bear 
(continued  on  page  thirteen) 
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Woodmen  of  the  World  Presents 
American  and  Christian  Flags 

The  Crab  Point  Free  Will  Baptist  Chil- 
dren's Church,  Route  2,  Morehead  City, 
North  Carolina,  was  begun  April  7,  1973. 
This  youth  church  is  staffed  with  the 
Rev.  Stanley  Buck  as  pastor,  Mrs.  Alice 
Ebron  as  director,  and  Lisa  Buck  and 
Butch  Gore  as  musicians.  The  average 
attendance  for  this  church  is  35. 


Children's  Church  with  Pastor,  Director, 

and  Musicians 


On  Sunday,  February  24,  the  Wood- 
men of  the  World,  Camp  188,  Morehead 
City,  presented  the  church  with  an 
American  flag  and  a  Christian  flag,  to- 
gether with  stands  and  staffs.  The  pre- 
sentation was  made  by  Cliff  Faglie,  area 
manager  of  the  Woodmen  of  the  World, 
which  was  accepted  by  the  pastor. 

R.  W.  Allman  to  Conduct 
Elwood  Lane  Revival 

The  Rev.  R.  W.  Allman,  pastor  of  the 
Palmer  Memorial  Free  Will  Baptist 
Church,  Raleigh,  North  Carolina,  will  be 
the  guest  evangelist  for  revival  services 
at  the  Elwood  Lane  Original  Free  Will 
Baptist  Church,  Kannapolis,  North  Caro- 
lina, beginning  on  Sunday,  March  31, 
and  continuing  through  Friday  evening, 
April  5.  The  pastor,  the  Rev.  Paul  Jen- 
kins, will  be  assisting  in  the  services 
which  will  begin  each  evening  at  7 
o'clock.  There  will  be  special  music  each 
evening.  Everyone  is  cordially  invited 
to  attend. 


Cape  Fear  Youth  District 
Sponsors  Youth  Revival 

The  youth  of  the  Cape  Fear  District  is 
sponsoring  a  youth  revival  Thursday  and 
Friday,  April  4  and  5,  at  the  Johnston 
Union  Free  Will  Baptist  Church,  Clayton, 
North  Carolina.  The  services  will  begin 
each  evening  at  7:30  with  the  Rev.  Jack 
Mayo,  Winterville,  North  Carolina,  as  the 
guest  speaker.  Special  singing  will  be 
rendered  each  night,  with  the  "Found- 
ation Singers"  featured  on  Friday  night. 
Everyone  is  cordially  invited  to  attend. 

Second  Union  and  S.  S.  Convention 
Of  Western  Conference 

The  Second  Union  Meeting  and  Sunday 
School  Convention  of  the  Western  Con- 
ference will  meet  with  Flood's  Chapel 
Free  Will  Baptist  Church,  Route  1,  Spring 
Hope,  North  Carolina,  on  Saturday, 
March  30,  beginning  at  5:30  p.m.  The 
programs  are  as  follows: 
Union  Meeting 

5:30-Hymn 

— Welome,  Flood's  Chapel 
—Response,  Free  Union 
—Devotions,  Flood's  Chapel 
—Moderator's  Remarks 
—Reading  of  Minutes,  Clerk 
—Treasurer's  Report,  Clerk 
—Roll  Call  of  Churches  and  Minis- 
ters 

—Denominational  Reports 
—Offering  for  Children's  Home 
—Hymn 

—Business  Session 
—Hymn 

—Playlet,  "Lessons  They  Didn't 
Mean  to  Teach,"  Stony  Hill  YFA 

—Message,  the  Rev.  Raymond  T. 
Sasser 

7:00— Benediction  and  Adjournment 
Sunday  School  Convention 

7:30— Song  Service,  Host  Church 
—Devotions,  Flood's  Chapel 
—Welcome,  J.  D.  Bissette 
—Response,  Sylvester  Poland 
—Business  Session 
-Offering,  the  Rev.  P.  C.  Wiggs 
—Message,  Barry  Gardner 
—Awarding  of  Banner  and  Trophy 
—Adjournment 


Juniper  Chapel  to  Host  ' 
5th  Union  of  Eastern  Conference 

The  Fifth  District  Union  Meeting  of  the 
Eastern  Conference  will  convene  with  the 
Juniper  Chapel  Free  Will  Baptist  Church! 
Vanceboro,  North  Carolina,  Saturday 
March  30,  beginning  at  10  a.m.  Th< 
program  is  as  follows: 

Opening  Hymn 

Welcome,  the  Rev.  Eddie  Edwards,  Host 
Pastor 

Response,  Mrs.  Rhoda  Prescott 
Hymn 

Devotions,  Mr.  Jack  Phillips 
President's  Remarks,  the  Rev.  Billy  Twid. 

dy 
Offering 

Appointment  of  Committees 
Receiving  of  Church  Letters 
Committees  Retire  to  Get  Report 
Report  of  Denominational  Enterprises, 

Mr.  David  Stilley 
Business  Session 
Committee  Reports 
Special  Music,  Mr.  Jackie  Morris 
Obituary  Report 
Hymn 

Message,  the  Rev.  E.  E.  Edwards;  Alter-, 

nate,  the  Rev.  Walter  Sutton 
Closing  Hymn 
Benediction 
Lunch 


Coming  Events  . . . 

April  3— Western  District  Woman's  Aux- 
iliary Convention,  Stoney  Creek  Free 
Will  Baptist  Church,  Patetown  Road, 
Goldsboro,  North  Carolina 

April  5-7-Free  Will  Baptist  Camp-Out,! 
Eagle's  Nest  Conference  Center,  Mount 
Olive  College,  Mount  Olive,  North  Caro- 
lina 

April  10— Cape  Fear  Woman's  Auxiliary, 
Convention,  Oak  Grove  Free  Will  Bap-j 
tist  Church,  Newton  Grove,  North 
Carolina 

April  18-Albemarle  Woman's  Auxiliary 
Convention,  Sidney  Free  Will  Baptist 
Church,  Route  2,  Belhaven,  North 
Carolina 

April  20-North  Carolina  State  Sunday 
School  Convention,  Mount  Olive  Col- 
lege, Mount  Olive,  North  Carolina,-  Reg- 
istration, 9  A.  M. 

May  4— Christian  Music  Festival,  Eaales 
Nest  Conference  Center,  Mount  Olive 
Colleqe,  Mount  Olive,  North  Carolina 

May  5— Christian  Music  Festival  and  Dedi- 
cation of  Eaale's  Nest  Conference  Cen- 
ter, Mount  Olive  College 
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ragmont  Assembly's  Treasurer's 
eport  for  February,  1974 

Mrs.  Fountain  Taylor,  treasurer  for 
it  ragmont  Assembly,  Inc.,  Black  Moun- 
ain,  North  Carolina,  reports  as  follows 
or  the  month  of  February,  1974: 
lalance  February  1,  1974  $3,502.70 
Receipts 

Churches  >  $1,281.47 

Worth  Carolina  Woman's 
1  Auxiliary   Convention  372.81 
IVestem  District  Youth 
I  Fellowship  35.55 
Lnions  20.00 
■its  50.00 
»unday  Schools  55.00 
>unday  School  Con- 
vention 10.00 


Total  Receipts 

Total  to  Account  For 

Disbursements 
•perating  Expenses        $  104.95 
insurance  98.10 
ffublicity  200.00 


1,824.83 
5,327.53 


(! 


Total  Disbursements  403.05 
Balance  March  1,  1974  $4,924.48 

Pleasant  Grove  Church 
Announces  Spring  Revival 

The  Pleasant  Grove  Free  Will  Baptist 
hurch,  Route  2,  Pikeville,  North  Caro- 
lina, announces  its  spring  revival  for 
lithe  week  of  April  1-6.  The  guest  evange- 
list for  these  services  will  be  the  Rev. 
IJoseph  Ingram  of  Goldsboro,  North  Caro- 
lina, director  of  the  Free  Will  Baptist 
liState  Mission  Board.  Services  will  be- 
|gin  each  evening  at  7:30  with  the  pas- 
Jjtor,  the  Rev.  James  Lupton,  assisting  Mr. 
I  Ingram. 

I  Each  evening  at  7:15  there  will  be 
Iprayer  rooms.  Everyone  is  invited  to 
s|come  early  and  pray  for  the  revival. 
JiAlong  with  good  gospel  preaching,  there 
I  will  be  special  music  each  service.  Every- 
I  one  is  invited  to  attend  and  to  be  much 
|  in  prayer  that  God  will  bless  in  these 
'  services  and  many  lost  souls  will  be  won 
to  Christ  and  Christians  will  rededicate 
[  their  lives  anew. 

5th  Eastern  S.  S.  Convention 
I  Juniper  Chapel  Church 

The  Fifth  District  Sunday  School  Con- 
I  vention  of  the  Eastern  Conference  will 
1  convene  with  Juniper  Chapel  Free  Will 
,  Baptist  Church,  Vanceboro,  North  Caro- 
lina, Sunday,  March  31.  The  theme  will 
be  "Overcoming  Human  Barriers."  There 
will  only  be  a  morning  session  as  fol- 

I  lows: 

10:00— Opening,  Charles  Mason,  Presi- 
dent 

—Prayer,  the  Rev.  Eddie  Edwards, 

Host  Pastor 
—Hymn 


—Welcome,   J.   T.   Wilson,  Host 

Superintendent 
—Response,  Tommy  French 
10:10-Recognition  of  Pastoral  Delegates 

and  Officers 
10:15— Convention  Offering 
10:20-Program,  Mrs.  Virginia  Lilly,  Host 
Church 

10:40— Sunday  School  Lesson,  Mrs.  James 
Howard 

1 1 :00— Special  Music,  Debbie  Morris, 
Penny  Spear,  Susan  Dixon,  and 
Carolyn  Bennett 

1 1 :05— Business  Session: 

Minutes,  Miss  Velma  Morris 
Treasurer's  Report,  Vaughn  Hill 
Denominational    Reports,  Chil- 
dren's Home,  the  Rev.  D.  W.  Hans- 
ley 

Presentation  of  Awards 
1 1:35— Program,  Young  World  Singers 
12:00— Closing  Prayer,  Harvey  Whitford 

Essays  and  Declamations 
At  St.  Mary's  Church 

On  Sunday  evening,  March  10,  at  Saint 
Mary's  Free  Will  Baptist  Church,  New 
Bern,  North  Carolina,  the  AFCs  and 
YFAs  of  the  church  presented  their  es- 
says and  declamations,  replacing  the 
usual  evening  service. 

There  were  five  entries  in  the  essay 
contest  from  the  AFC:  Ardieth  Lupton, 
Jeanine  Lamm,  Jeanette  Banks,  Greg 
Mills,  and  Theresia  Mann.  The  winner 
was  Theresia  Mann  with  Greg  Mills  as 
runner-up.  There  was  only  one  essay 
entry  from  the  YFA,  Steven  Hill. 

The  declamation  winners  from  the  YFA 
were  Denise  Miller,  winner,  with  Pam 
Mann  as  runner-up. 

All  participants  were  remembered 
with  a  gift  from  the  church.  These  were 
also  the  only  entries  into  the  Eastern 
District  Youth  Convention. 

Central  Second  Union  and  SS 
Convention  at  Dawson's  Grove 

A  combination  meeting  of  the  Second 
Union  Meeting  and  the  Second  Union 
Sunday  School  Convention  of  the  Central 
Conference  will  convene  with  the  Daw- 
son's Grove  Free  Will  Baptist  Church,  lo- 
cated on  Highway  125,  traveling  from 
Scotland  Neck,  North  Carolina,  to  Hali- 
fax. Traveling  in  the  direction  of  Hali- 
fax from  Scotland  Neck,  the  church  is 
located  six  miles  from  Scotland  Neck. 
The  joint  meeting  will  convene  at  3  p.m., 
Sunday,  March  31,  and  the  scheduled 
program  is  as  follows: 

Sunday  School  Convention 

Hymn 

Devotional,  Prayer 


Minutes 

Treasurer's  Report 

Offering 

Old  Business 

New  Business 

Program 

Break 

Union  Meeting 

Prayer 
Minutes 

Treasurer's  Report 
Offering 

Report  of  Denominational  Enterprises 
Old  Business 
New  Business 
Hymn 

Adjournment 

This  will  be  an  important  meeting,  and 
those  concerned  are  urged  to  be  in  at- 
tendance. 

Cape  Fear  Union  Convenes 
At  Wooten's  Chapel 

The  Cape  Fear  Conference's  Union 
Meeting  will  convene  on  Saturday  morn- 
ing, March  30,  with  the  Wooten's  Chapel 
Free  Will  Baptist  Church,  Route  3, 
Raleigh,  North  Carolina,  with  the  mod- 
erator, the  Rev.  C.  Felton  Godwin,  pre- 
siding. The  local  church  pianist  and  or- 
ganist will  play  for  this  meeting.  There 
will  only  be  a  morning  service  as  fol- 
lows: 

10:00— Hymn,  Congregation 

—Devotions,  Mr.  Earl  Johnson 
—Welcome,  the  Rev.  Jesse  B.  Caton 
—Response,  the  Rev.  Taylor  Hill 

10:15— Enrollment  of  Officers  and  Minis- 
ters 

—Recognition  of  Visitors 
—Reading  of  Minutes 
—Appointment  of  Committees 
—Roll  Call  of  Churches 
—Reports  of  Denominational  Enter- 
prises 

—Miscellaneous  Business 
11:15— Hymn,  Congregation 

—Special  Music,  Wooten's  Chapel 

Church 
—Offering 

—Message,  the  Rev.  Billy  Nowell 
12:00— Report  of  the  Treasurer 
—Unfinished  Business 
—Benediction  and  Adjournment 
—Lunch  and  Christian  Fellowship 

Rosebud  Church  Pays 
Tribute  to  Pastor 

In  February,  1974,  the  Rev.  Edgar  Ben- 
ton resigned  the  pastorate  of  Rosebud 
Free  Will  Baptist  Church  near  Wilson, 
North  Carolina,  after  serving  the  church 
for  eight  years.  During  his  pastorate 
(continued  on  page  fifteen) 
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MOUNT  OLIVE.  NORTH  CAROLINA 


Woodall  Selected 
Alumnus  of  the  Year 

The  Mount  Olive  College  Alumni  As- 
sociation's largest  attended  annual  ban- 
quet and  meeting  was  held  at  the  Col- 
lege in  February. 

The  highlight  of  this  banquet  is  the 
presentation  of  the  Alumni  of  the  Year 
Award.  Mrs.  Dianne  Riley,  representa- 
tive of  the  committee,  presented  the 
award  *o  the  Rev.  Leonard  B.  Woodall 
Jr.,  Snow  Hill,  North  Carolina.  The  fol- 
lowing is  a  tribute  which  was  given  to 
Mr.  Woodall  at  the  time  of  the  presenta- 
tion. 


Mrs.  Dianne  Riley,  1973  Alumni  Presi- 
dent, is  shown  presenting  the  "1974  Alum- 
ni of  the  Year"  award  to  the  Rev.  Leonard 
B.  Woodall  Jr.  for  his  outstanding  contri- 
butions to  the  College,  church,  and  com- 
munity. 

"Mr.  Woodall  is  a  native  of  Johnston 
County  and  accepted  the  call  into  the 
ministry  in  his  forties,-  then  reentered 
high  school  and  graduated  valedictorian 
of  his  high  school  class.  He  graduated 
from  Mount  Olive  College  in  1959  and 
Atlantic  Christian  College  with  a  major 
in  Religion  and  English  and  has  done 
graduate  work  at  East  Carolina  Uni- 
versity. He  has  taught  English  in  the 
public  schools  of  North  Carolina  and  has 
had  several  successful  pastorates  in  the 


Free  Will  Baptist  Church,  and  is  present- 
ly serving  as  pastor  of  Hull  Road  church 
near  Snow  Hill,  North  Carolina. 

"He  is  a  member  of  the  General  Com- 
mission on  Chaplains  and  Armed  Forces 
Personnel  and  contributes  regularly  to 
the  Book  Review  section  of  their  publi- 
cation Link,  a  magazine  which  is  widely 
distributed  to  armed  forces  personnel. 
He  also  serves  on  a  subcommittee  of  the 
General  Commission  on  Chaplains—Ser- 
vice to  Armed  Forces  Personnel.' 

"Mr.  Woodall  was  the  author  of  a  mo- 
tion requesting  that  discriminating  cod- 
ed numbers  be  omitted  from  honorable 
discharge  papers  which  was  read  into 
the  record  of  the  United  States  Congress 
in  November,  1973.  His  advice  and  coun- 
sel is  highly  respected  by  the  member- 
ship of  the  General  Commission  of  Chap- 
lains and  Armed  Forces  Personnel  which 
is  made  up  of  42  Protestant  denomina- 
tions. 

"He  is  a  member  of  the  Board  of  Trus- 
tees of  Mount  Olive  College  and  serves 
as  Representative  to  the  Board  of  Trus- 
tees from  the  Mount  Olive  College  Alum- 
ni Association,  and  is  an  active  member 
of  the  Executive  Committee  of  the 
Mount  Olive  College  Alumni  Association. 

"As  a  participant  in  the  supervised 
work-study  program  of  the  Department 
of  Religion  of  Mount  Olive  College,  he 
plays  a  vital  role  in  the  training  of  Free 
Will  Baptist  ministers. 

"Mr.  Woodall  was  the  recipient  of  the 
'Minister  of  the  Year'  award  in  1971, 
sponsored  by  the  North  Carolina  Minis- 
terial Association  of  Free  Will  Baptists. 
He  is  always  willing  to  give  of  his  time, 
means,  and  wisdom  whenever  and  wher- 
2ver  needed." 


Gifts  to  AAoye  Library 

Gifts  to  Moye  Library  during  February, 
1974,  totaled  $280,  and  were  as  follows: 
In  Memory  Of 

Mrs.  Janie  Aycock  by  Miss  Louise  Ed- 
gerton,  Pikeville,  N.  C. 

Mr.  Jack  Barfield  by  Mr.  Gary  Bare- 
foot, Mount  Olive,  N.  C. 


Mr.  Jefferson  P.  Beaman  by  Mr.  ar* 
Mrs.  Sheldon  Howard,  Mount  Olive,  N.  C 

Mrs.  Bessie  W.  Coleman  by  Mr.  am 
Mrs.  Sam  Jackson  and  Connie,  Dunn,  Nl 
C. 

Mrs.  Stella  P  Davis  by  Mr.  and  Mrs 
Rufus  Hare,  Pikeville,  N.  C. 

Mr.  Wiley  Carson  Dilda  by  Dr.  and  Mrs: 
W.  Burkette  Raper,  Mount  Olive,  N.  C. 

Mrs.  Faye  Dodson  by  Mount  Olive  Col 
lege  Alumni  Association  and  Miss  Parr 
Wood,  Mount  Olive,  N.  C. 

Mrs.  Mae  Heath  by  Free  Union  Frei 
Will  Baptist  Church,  Snow  Hill,  N.  C. 

Miss  Pearl  Henderson  by  Southen 
Bank  and  Trust  Company,  Mount  Olive 
N.  C. 

Mrs.  Vashti  C.  Holton  by  Mr.  and  Mrs 
David  Lee  Fillingame  and  Denise,  Vance 
boro,  N.  C. 

Mrs.  Oda  B.  Horton  by  Mrs.  Oscar  Wil 
loughby  and  girls,  Ahoskie,  N.  C. 

Mrs.  John  T.  Hudson  by  Mr.  and  Mrs 
Claude  Moore,  Turkey,  N.  C. 

Mrs.  Euphrenia  Jernigan  by  Mr.  anc 
Mrs.  M.  M.  Tew,  Shelby,  Sam,  and  Con- 
nie, Dunn,  N.  C. 

Mr.  E.  Lee  Jones  by  Lt.  Col.  and  Mrs1 
John  B.  Narron,  San  Francisco,  Ca. 

Mrs.  Catherine  A.  Joyner  by  Mr.  anc< 
Mrs.  Vernon  H.  Lamm,  Lucama,  N.  C. 

Mr.  Wilbur  F.  King  Sr.,  by  Dr.  and  Mrs. 
W.  Burkette  Raper,  Mount  Olive,  N.  C. 

Mr.  James  Arthur  Lambert  by  Mr.  anc1 
Mrs.  Robert  Martin,  Mount  Olive,  N.  C.  J 

Mrs.  Ethel  Tippett  Lee  by  Friendship' 
Free  Will  Baptist  Church  and  Sundayj 
School,  Middlesex,  N.  C. 

Mrs.  Ethel  Anglin  McDaniel  by  Mount) 
Olive  College  Alumni  Association,  Mount 
Olive,  N.  C. 

Mrs.  Repsie  Phillips  by  Friendship  Free> 
Will  Baptist  Church  and  Sunday  School, 
Middlesex,  N.  C. 

Mr.  W.  B.  Powell  by  Mrs.  Zilphia  N. 
Powell,  Dover,  N.  C. 

Mr.  James  Tadlock  by  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
N.  L.  Tadlock,  Calypso,  N.  C. 

Mr.  Coy  Sumner  by  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Shel- 
don Howard,  Mount  Olive,  N.  C. 
In  Honor  Of 

Mrs.  Dot  D.  Dail  by  Bethany  Free  Will 
Baptist  Youth  Fellowship  Auxiliary,  Win- 
terville,  N.  C. 

Mrs.  Alma  Dale  by  the  AFCs  of  Spring 
Hill  Free  Will  Baptist  Church,  Goldsboro, 
N.  C. 

Mr.  T.  Whitford  Gaskins  Sr.  by  Inter- 
mediate Sunday  School  Class  of  Saints 
Delight  Free  Will  Baptist  Church,  Bridge- 
ton,  N.  C. 

Mrs.  Dottie  Mills  by  the  AFCs  of  Saint 
Mary's  Free  Will  Baptist  Church,  New 
Bern,  N.  C. 
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MISSIONS 


Report  of  Victory 
Mission 


Rev.  Al  Markuson,  pastor  of  the 

[Victory  Free  Will  Baptist  Mission,  Hope 
lAills,  North  Carolina,  reports  as  follows 
|n  the  work  of  the  mission: 
1  "Without  young  people  our  churches 
jiyould  quickly  enter  the  valley  of  death. 
Christian  youth  in  our  churches  provide 
Ipowerful  resources  which  are  often  left 
untapped. 

f  "The  statement  has  been  made,  'Young 
people  are  the  church  of  tomorrow,' 
yvhen  in  reality  they  are  'the  church  of 
bday.'    Such  is  our  experience  at  the 


Victory  Free  Will  Baptist  Mission  at  Hope 
Mills,  North  Carolina.  Our  young  peo- 
ple are  faithful  to  attend  all  services. 
They  are  eager  to  learn  about  life  and 
how  it  is  fun  being  a  Christian.  On  many 
occasions  our  youth  are  at  the  altar  pour- 
ing out  their  hearts  to  God.  With  sin- 
cerity they  come  to  God  on  behalf  of 
their  own  lives  and  for  their  friends, 
their  loved  ones,  and  for  the  world.  Our 
youth  volunteer  their  talents  and  are 
used  of  God  in  the  work  of  the  mission. 
They  display  genuine  love  and  under- 
standing for  one  another,  even  when 
times  are  difficult. 

"Our  youth  present  a  challenge  to 
other  young  people  and  adults.  They 
are  leading  the  way  in  Christian  faith- 
fulness, sincerity,  and  love. 

"We  thank  God  that  our  youth  are  a 
part  of  the  church  of  today.  We  love 
and  cherish  them  in  the  Lord  for  we 
know  that  of  such  is  the  kingdom  of 
heaven." 

All  contributions  for  home  missions 
should  be  sent  to  the  Rev.  Taylor  Hill, 
1207  Arsenal  Avenue,  Fayetteville,  North 
Carolina  28305. 


I  I  NEVER  THOUGHT! 

by  J.  Stewart  Humphrey 

As  I  sit  in  this  line  and  wait  for  my 
two   dollars  worth,   I   can   see  just 
I  seeing  the  real  source  of  our  lives  and 
ihow  uncertain  life  really  is.  A  few  days 
i.ago  I  said  to  a  friend,  "I  did  not  believe 
I  would  ever  see  a  time  in  my  life  when 
my  money  wouldn't  buy  anything  I  want- 
ed."  I  have  money  in  my  pocket,  but 
jwhen  I  get  to  that  gas  pump  I  won't  be 
able  to  spend  but  two  dollars  no  matter 
how  much  I  want. 

I  Man  has  spent  his  life  getting  wealth 
and  spending  it.  The  young  have  turn- 
ed against  our  materialism.  It  seems 
now  that  the  amount  of  money  in  our 
(pockets  and  bank  accounts  has  little  to 
Ido  with  whether  or  not  we  have  the 
things  we  want  or  need. 

Once  again  we  see  that  buying  power 
Us  not  the  source  of  everything  we  hope 
for  and  dream  of.   We  are  jolted  into 


the  things  we  actually  need  to  live  our 
lives  in  comfort  and  happiness.  Saint 
John  wrote,  "Through  him  (Christ)  God 
made  all  things,  not  one  thing  in  all 
creation  was  made  without  him"  (1:3— 
TEV). 

Certain  species  of  animals  and  birds 
have  been  killed  off  by  man.  Now  our 
petroleum  resources  are  being  depleted 
at  a  phenomenal  rate.  I  do  not  believe 
we  should  ask  God  to  create  oil  from  a 
jug  of  water  as  Christ  did  wine  at  the 
wedding.  We  simply  must  begin  now  to 
protect  our  petroleum  resources  as  we 
have  certain  species  of  animals  and 
birds. 

What  must  we  do?  Man  must  attempt 
to  bring  nature  back  into  balance.  God 
created  a  balanced  nature.  With  the 
death  of  the  old  comes  the  new.  The 
green  plants  take  in  our  waste  and  give 
off  oxygen  for  us  to  breathe  and  food 
for  us  to  eat.  One  species  of  animals 
preys  upon  another  and  there  is  a  bal- 


ance. Now  man  has  destroyed  that  bal- 
ance and  squandered  his  resources  to 
the  point  that  animal  life  is  in  danger 
and  many  of  the  minerals  and  chemicals 
needed  by  man  are  gone. 

As  I  see  it,  part  of  man's  work  in 
God's  kingdom  here  on  earth  is  to  ad- 
vance and  protect  God's  creation.  How 
do  we  do  this?  First,  by  living  one  day 
at  a  time  as  Jesus  suggested.  I  find 
myself  leaving  more  work  undone  than 
work  finished.  Why?  Most  of  the  time 
I  rush  from  one  supposedly  urgent  task 
to  another  never  completing  any  tasks 
well;  therefore,  I  waste  time,  energy, 
and  materials.  Second,  we  must  con- 
serve. Conservation  of  all  our  resources 
is  a  must  if  we  are  to  continue  to  live 
reasonably  comfortable  lives.  Third, 
pray  that  God  will  give  us  the  wisdom 
to  use  our  resources  for  the  good  of  all 
mankind.  We  must  stop  thinking  only 
of  "me  and  my  wife,  my  son  John,  and 
his  wife,  us  four  and  no  more."  The  far 
reaches  of  the  world  are  only  hours 
away.  Our  next  door  neighbors  are 
Russia,  China,  and  Africa.  We  must  get  a 
glimpse  of  our  world  neighborhood  and 
utilize  our  time  and  our  resources  for 
the  good  of  all  mankind. 


AN  OPEN  LETTER 

TO:  Ministers  of  the  Original  Free  Will 
Baptist  Church 

SUBJECT:  New  Enrollment  for  Ministers' 
Widows'  Fund 

Dear  Brother  Minister: 

The  Rev.  Herman  A.  Grubbs  Sr.,  one 
of  our  participating  ministers,  passed 
away  March  11,  1974.  The  amount  of 
eight  hundred  sixty  dollars  ($860)  has 
been  sent  to  his  widow. 

Every  Free  Will  Baptist  Minister  can 
and  should  participate  in  the  "Ministers' 
Widows'  Fund"  by  sending  ten  dollars 
($10)  now  to  the  Board  of  Superannua- 
tion. 

Please  send  your  ten  dollars  ($10)  as 
soon  as  possible  to  enroll  in  the  "Min- 
isters' Widows'  Fund."  It  could  be  your 
wife  who  would  need  this  money  next. 

Respectfully, 
Walter  Reynolds 

P.S.  If  you  failed  to  mail  your  $10  check 
following  the  death  of  Brother  Thur- 
man  C.  Smith,  please  send  $20  this 
time  to  replace  the  money  taken  from 
the  general  fund  to  send  to  Mrs. 
Grubbs. 
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Unmigtigated 


by  the  Rev.  R.  P.  Harris 


Scriptural  Basis:  "Let  us  hear  the  con- 
clusion of  the  whole  matter  (the  realm 
of  human  concern):  Fear  God,  and  keep 
the  commandments:  for  this  is  the  whole 
duty  of  man"  (Ecclesiastes  12:13). 

The  Duty  of  Man  Is  the 
Fear  of  the  Lord 

"The  fear  of  the  LORD  is  the  begin- 
ning of  wisdom:  a  good  understanding 
have  all  they  that  do  His  command- 
ments: .  .  ."  (Psalm  111:10).  All  wis- 
dom is  knowledge  but  all  knowledge  is 
not  wisdom.  Knowledge  includes  both 
the  good  and  the  bad,  but  wisdom  has 
to  do  only  with  that  which  is  right  in 
the  sight  of  God.  Therefore,  it  is  not 
wisdom  to  take  part  in  anything  that  is 
wicked  or  in  any  way  opposed  to  or  con- 
trary to  the  righteousness  of  God  or  the 
will  of  God. 

Man  is  prone  to  evil.  God's  com- 
mandments are  precise,-  so  much  so  that 
man  is  inexcusable  for  any  wrong  doing 
on  his  part.  He  has  the  help  of  God  in 
any  way  he  needs  Him  to  refrain  and 
desist  from  all  evil,  even  the  influence 
of  those  who  would  mislead,  misdirect, 
or  jeopardize  his  status  in  this  world. 

The  fear  of  God  is  the  beginning  of  a 
disciplined  life.  A  disciplined  life  is  one 
that  keeps  the  commandments  of  God 
and  encourages  others  to  do  the  same. 
For  example,  our  churches  are  lax  in  the 
discipline  and  conduct  of  their  members. 
In  the  time  of  the  kings,  God's  people 
were  forbidden  to  observe  the  Feast  of 
the  Passover  unless  and  until  the  priests 
were  first  sanctified  and  prepared 
through  a  long  list  of  ceremonies,  cor- 
rection of  habits  and  clean  clothes  and 
utensils  for  use  in  the  celebration  could 
be  in  evidence.  Today  people  make  very 
little  sacrifice  and  do  very  little  prepara- 


New  Growth 


BY  MRS.  ROYCE  MATTHEWS  M 

Have  you  ever  wondered  how  Judas 
could  have  sold  our  Jesus  for  thirty 
pieces  of  silver,  thus  completing  the  set- 
ting for  the  most  dramatic  event  in  hu- 
man history? 

Judas  had  been  one  of  Jesus'  twelve 
chosen  future  leaders. 

He  had  been  with  Jesus  on  the  moun- 
tain when  Jesus  opened  His  sermon  with, 
"Blessed  are  the  poor  in  spirit:  for 
theirs  is  the  kingdom  of  heaven"  (Mat- 
thew 5:3). 

He  had  watched  Jesus  gently  take  a 
child  on  His  lap  and  with  a  kind  voice 
of  love  and  mercy  say,  ".  .  .  Suffer  the 
little  children  to  come  unto  me,  and  for- 
bid them  not:  .  .  ."  (Mark  10:14). 

He  had  listened  as  Jesus  said  to  him 


tion  for  the  celebration  of  Holy  Com- 
munion. I  think  it  is  most  important 
that  all  subjects  sanctify  themselves  and 
indeed  set  their  houses  in  order  before 
they  can,  in  the  will  of  God,  celebrate 
and  memorialize  the  death,  burial,  and 
resurrection  of  our  Lord.  God  is  not 
pleased  with  the  conduct  of  churches 
whose  indifference  and  lax  attitude  has 
destroyed  the  spiritual,  down-to-earth 
seriousness  of  ceasing  to  do  evil  and  the 
giving  of  their  time,-  thus,  using  their 
talents  and  the  urging  of  everyone's 
neighbor  to  live  right  in  the  sight  of 
God  and  to  prove  their  righteousness. 

I  would  like  to  urge  all  churches  to 
design  and  plot  a  program  of  discipline, 
activities,  and  participation  in  religious 
practices  which  move  in  the  direction  of 
spiritual  seriousness  and  the  dedication 
of  people  to  consecrated  Christian  liv- 
ing. I  think  this  program  should  begin 
in  the  pulpit,  reaching  to  the  deacons, 
all  officers  of  the  church  and  Sunday 
school,  youth  meetings,  auxiliaries,  and 
into  the  life  and  habits  of  every  mem- 
ber of  the  church.  I  suggest  a  planned 
series  of  teaching  and  training  sessions 
which  shall  be  graded  and  taught  at  all 
group  levels,  from  the  youngest  to  the 
oldest.  The  church  should  declare  a 
proclamation  through  the  pulpit  a  few 
weeks  before  Holy  Communion  is  to  be 
celebrated,  bringing  to  the  attention  of 
all  concerned  the  things  which  may  be 
activated  and  mobilized  for  a  successful 
celebration  in  Holy  Communion  service. 


and  the  other  disciples,  "After  this  mk 
ner  therefore  pray  ye:  Our  Father  whi 
art  in  heaven,  .  .  ."  (Matthew  6:9). 

During  a  storm  at  sea,  he  had  cri 
to  his  sleeping  Master,  "We  perish' 
Judas  watched  as  the  wind  and  wat! 
instantly  obeyed  Jesus'  command 
cease. 

He  watched  as  Jesus  stretched  out  H 
hands  and  cried  in  a  loud  voice,  "Laz 
rus,  come  forth!"  With  awe  he  watch< 
Lazarus,  four  days  dead,  arise  and  wal 

He  knew  the  personality  of  Jesus  < 
we  know  the  personalities  of  membe 
of  our  families  and  our  closest  friend 
Living  on  the  road  together,  he  had  lean 
ed  Jesus'  little  mannerisms.  He  kne 
what  would  make  Him  smile  and  wh<l 
would  make  Him  weep. 

Then  those  same  lips  that  had  kisse 
Jesus'  cheek  in  brotherly  love,  had  plan 
ed  the  kiss  of  betrayal  before  a  band  ( 
officers  from  the  chief  priests  and  Phar 
sees.  How  could  he  do  such  a  terribl, 
thing? 

Before  we  judge  Judas  too  harshly 
maybe  we  had  better  look  more  close! 
at  ourselves. 

The  Jews  were  expecting  a  Messiah  t 
set  up  a  kingdom  here  on  earth,  the  moa 
powerful  in  history,  and  one  that  wouli 
last  forever.  Don't  you  think  Judas  ma] 
have  been  following  Jesus  to  be  inclua 
ed  in  that  earthly  kingdom,  maybe  evei 
be  a  high  official?  When  he  realize* 
the  enemy  was  closing  in  and  his  dream] 
were  being  shattered,  he  became  disillij 
sioned  and  sold  Jesus  out.  He  was  foL 
lowing  Jesus  but  for  the  wrong  purpose} 

Why  are  you  following  Jesus?  For  i 
mansion  in  the  sky?  For  a  crown?  Til 
walk  streets  of  gold?  Because  it's  popii 
lar  in  our  society?  Because  your  parent! 
would  be  disappointed  if  you  didn't'l 
Aren't  these  motives  a  little  selfish'] 
Are  you  following  Jesus  to  escape  a  fier 
burning  hell?  That's  self-preservation 
That's  still  selfish,  isn't  it? 

Why  are  you  following  Jesus?  Wouli 
you  follow  Jesus  if  there  were  no  hell' 
no  heaven?  no  reward?  Now,  as  Easter 
time  approaches  again,  it  is  a  good  timi 
for  serious  soul  searching.  A  time  fo 
each  of  us  to  ask  ourselves  the  ques 
tion,  "Why  am  I  following  Jesus?" 

Once  you  have  thought  about  it,  w< 
welcome  your  comments  on  your  motive; 
for  following  Jesus.  Please  write  Nev 
Growth,  c/o  THE  FREE  WILL  BAPTIST 
P.  0.  Box  158,  Ayden,  North  Carolin. 
28513. 
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QUESTIONS 

and 
ANSWERS 


Conducted  by  J.  P.  BARROW 
Route  1,  Box  475,  LaGrange,  North  Carolina  28551 


Question:  Please  explain,  "For  as  the 
iJJ  idy  is  one,  and  hath  many  members, 
a  id  all  the  members  of  that  one  body, 
;n|  sing  many,  are  one  body:  so  also  is 
irist.  For  by  one  Spirit  are  we  all  bap- 
zed  into  one  body,  whether  we  be  Jews 
Gentiles,  whether  we  be  bond  or  free; 
id  have  been  all  made  to  drink  into  one 
)irit"  (1   Corinthians   12:12,  13).  Is 
lere  a  difference  in  the  baptism  of 
ater  and  of  the  Holy  Ghost?    If  so, 
ease  explain  that  difference. 

Answer:  The  baptism  of  the  Holy 
jhost  or  Holy  Spirit  is  that  act  of  the 
!oly  Spirit  whereby  the  subject  is  im- 
(lanted  into  the  body  of  Christ  and 
Henceforth  is  a  member  of  that  spiritual 
jpdy.  At  this  time,  "But  now  in  Christ 
jfesus  ye  who  sometimes  were  far  off 
Jie  made  nigh  by  the  blood  of  Christ, 
for  he  is  our  peace,  who  hath  made  both 
rne,  and  hath  broken  down  the  middle 
f/all  of  partition  between  us"  (Ephesians 
)  :13,  14);  "For  we  are  made  partakers 
If  Christ,  if  we  hold  the  beginning  of  our 
Ibnfidence  stedfast  unto  the  end;  While 
f  is  said,  To  day  if  ye  will  hear  his  voice, 
farden  not  your  hearts,  as  in  the  provo- 
cation" (Hebrews  3:14,  15);  "Therefore 
jf  any  man  be  in  Christ,  he  is  a  new 
Creature:  old  things  are  passed  away,- 
iehold,  all  things  are  become  new.  And 
111  things  are  of  God,  who  hath  recon- 
1i led  us  to  himself  by  Jesus  Christ,  and 
lath  given  to  us  the  ministry  of  recon- 
iliation"  (2  Corinthians  5:17,  18); 
[Know  ye  not,  that  so  many  of  us  as 
vere  baptized  into  Jesus  Christ  were 
baptized  into  his  death?  Therefore  we 
jire  buried  with  him  by  baptism  into 
jleath:  that  like  as  Christ  was  raised  up 
jrom  the  dead  by  the  glory  of  the  Fa- 
ther, even  so  we  also  should  walk  in 
lewness  of  life.  For  if  we  have  been 
)lanted  together  in  the  likeness  of  his 
ieath,  we  shall  be  also  in  the  likeness 
)f  his  resurrection:  Knowing  this,  that 
bur  old  man  is  crucified  with  him,  that 
me  body  of  sin  might  be  destroyed,  that 
Henceforth  we  should  not  serve  sin.  For 


he  that  is  dead  is  freed  from  sin"  (Ro- 
mans 6:3-7). 

The  account  of  the  baptism  of  the 
Ethiopian  eunuch  helps  us  to  see  that 
water  baptism  is  a  symbol  of  that  which 
takes  place  in  the  new  birth  Jesus  por- 
trays to  Nicodemus  in  John  3:3,  5.  Note 
that  both  Philip  and  the  eunuch  go  down 
into  the  water  and  the  baptism  takes 
place  and  both  come  up  out  of  the  water. 
"And  as  they  went  on  their  way,  they 
came  unto  a  certain  water:  and  the 
eunuch  said,  See,  here  is  water;  what 
doth  hinder  me  to  be  baptized?  And 
Philip  said,  If  thou  believest  with  all 
thine  heart,  thou  mayest.  And  he  an- 
swered and  said,  I  believe  that  Jesus 
Christ  is  the  Son  of  God.  And  he  com- 
manded the  chariot  to  stand  still:  and 
they  went  down  both  into  the  water, 
both  Philip  and  the  eunuch;  and  he  bap- 
tized him.  And  when  they  were  come 
up  out  of  the  water,  the  Spirit  of  the 
Lord  caught  away  Philip,  that  the  eunuch 
saw  him  no  more:  and  he  went  on  his 
way  rejoicing"  (Acts  8:36-39). 

When  Jesus  was  baptized,  showing  the 
world  He  has  become  all  things  to  all 
men,  He  was  immersed;  thus,  showing 
the  death  or  end  of  the  old  regime  and 
the  manifestation  of  the  new.  There  is 
the  destruction  of  the  old  way  of  life 
and  a  newness  of  life  introduced  when 
one  becomes  crucified  with  Christ,  and 
therefore  alive  in  Him.  "Then  cometh 
Jesus  from  Galilee  to  Jordan  unto  John, 
to  be  baptized  of  him.  But  John  forbad 
him,  saying,  I  have  need  to  be  baptized 
of  thee,  and  comest  thou  to  me?  And 
Jesus  answering  said  unto  him,  Suffer 
it  to  be  so  now:  for  thus  it  becometh  us 
to  fulfil  all  righteousness.  Then  he  suf- 
fered him.  And  Jesus,  when  he  was 
baptized,  went  up  straightway  out  of  the 
water:  and  lo,  the  heavens  were  opened 
unto  him,  and  he  saw  the  Spirit  of  God 
descending  like  a  dove,  and  lighting 
upon  him:  And  lo  a  voice  from  heaven, 
saying,  This  is  my  beloved  Son,  in  whom 
I  am  well  pleased"  (Matthew  3:13-17). 


With  belief,  as  the  Bible  mentions  it, 
comes  the  baptism  of  the  Holy  Ghost. 
Then  in  obedience  to  the  command  of 
Christ  the  believer  is  immersed  into 
water,  symbolizing  that  the  subject  has 
been  baptized  or  immersed  into  the  body 
of  Christ,  that  he  is  a  new  creature,  that 
the  old  things  in  his  experience  have 
passed  away,  that  henceforth  he  walks 
in  a  newness  (new  kind  of  life  in  Christ) 
of  life,  and  that  he  hates  the  things  in 
which  he  freely  participated  and  loved 
when  dominated  by  the  old  nature. 

So  one,  the  baptism  of  the  Spirit,  is 
really  essential  to  the  new  birth;  while 
the  other,  the  baptism  by  water,  is  the 
symbol  that  indicates  the  baptized  has 
undergone  a  change,  a  death,  a  burial, 
and  a  resurrection  after  which  he  walks 
in  newness  of  life.  The  man  baptized  in 
water  that  acts  and  appears  as  he  did 
before  the  act  most  likely  has  not  been 
baptized  into  the  body  of  Christ  by  the 
Holy  Ghost. 

Louis  T.  Talbot  discusses  a  similar 
question  in  his  book,  Bible  Questions  Ex- 
plained, Page  148,  149  as  follows: 

"Water  baptism  is  a  baptism  unto 
Christ's  death.  In  my  baptism  I  confess 
that  I  have  died  to  the  old  life  as  a  man 
in  Adam  under  the  dominion  of  sin. 

"The  Holy  Spirit  does  not  baptize  un- 
to death,  but  into  the  one  new  body, 
which  is  the  church.  The  Holy  Spirit 
baptizes  into  the  mystical  body  of  Christ. 
(See  1  Corinthians  12:12,  13.) 

"Romans  6:4  teaches  that  baptism  is 
a  symbol  of  our  identification  with 
Christ  in  His  death  and  resurrection. 
'Therefore  we  are  buried  with  him  by 
baptism  into  death:  that  like  as  Christ 
was  raised  up  from  the  dead  by  the  glory 
of  the  Father,  even  so  we  also  should 
walk  in  newness  of  life.'  When  a  be- 
liever submits  to  baptism,  he  is  pro- 
claiming his  faith  in  Christ's  death,  bu- 
rial, and  resurrection  as  the  means  by 
which  he  is  saved. 

"As  to  the  mode,  John  3:23,  as  well 
as  other  passages,  give  us  some  light. 
There  we  read:  'And  John  also  was  bap- 
tizing in  Aenon  near  to  Salim,  because 
there  was  much  water  there.'  There  is 
no  doubt  that  John  baptized  by  immer- 
sion, else  there  would  have  been  no 
need  of  'much  water.'  The  word  'bap- 
tize' means  to  'dip'  or  'plunge';  and  that 
can  be  performed  only  where  there  is 
'much  water.' 

"Acts  8:36-38  is  another  passage  that 
suggests  'much  water';  'And  as  they 
went  their  way  they  came  unto  a  cer- 
tain water,-  and  the  eunuch  said,  See, 
(continued  on  page  fifteen) 
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OUTSIDE  THE  GATE 

by  Kathleen  Donelson 

RANDY,  HIS  SISTER  Jill,  and  their  dog 
Spot  were  playing  in  the  front  yard 
ot  their  new  home.  The  big  moving  van 
had  just  left. 

Randy  threw  the  ball,  and  Spot  ran 
after  it  as  it  bounced  back  from  the  high 
fence.  But  he  wished  they  could  play 
in  that  big,  open  field  across  the  road. 
It  was  so  smooth-looking,  and  he  could 
smell  the  sweet  clover. 

But  he  could  still  hear  his  mother  say- 
ing, "You  and  Jill  are  not  to  go  outside 
this  yard." 

He  bounced  the  ball  again  and  the  dog 
caught  it.  "Good  boy,  Spot,"  he  said. 
"Do  you  like  this  place,  Jill?"  he  asked. 

"Sure."  His  sister  didn't  miss  a  step 
as  she  skipped  rope.  "I  like  the  yard. 
That's  why  Mother  and  Daddy  bought  it, 
'cause  it's  such  a  nice,  safe  place  to 
play." 

"I  wish  we  could  explore,"  Randy  was 
eyeing  the  latched  gate. 

Jill  stopped  midway  in  a  skip.  "Now, 
Randy,  you  know  Mother  said  we  were 
not  to  go  out  of  the  yard." 

Suddenly  Randy  yelled.  "My  ball  roll- 
ed under  the  gate." 

He  unlatched  the  gate  and  looked  out 
to  see  if  it  had  rolled  into  the  road. 

"Spot,  come  back!"  But  Spot  dashed 
across  the  road  and  picked  up  the  ball. 
Randy  was  close  behind. 

Jill  ran  after  them  calling,  "Come  back, 
Randy." 

But  by  now  Spot  seemed  to  think  it 
was  a  great  game,  and  he  ran  on  across 
the  road  and  into  the  field  beyond. 

Randy  looked  back.  Jill,  with  her 
short  little  legs,  could  hardly  keep  up. 
Then  she  stumbled  over  something  stick- 
ing up  out  of  the  ground  and  over  she 
went.   He  heard  her  start  to  cry. 


Then  Randy,  too,  took  a  tumble.  There 
was  a  loud,  rumbling  noise.  Spot  came 
running  back,  barking  excitedly. 

Randy  picked  himself  up.  He  must 
rescue  Jill.  He  ran  toward  her  yelling, 
"Run,  Jill,  run!"  How  scared  she  must 
be.  He  wished  he  had  stayed  in  the  yard. 

The  noise  was  getting  nearer.  The 
roaring  was  over  his  head.  He  looked 
up.  It  was  a  plane  coming  in  for  a  land- 
ing. 

Randy  yelled  at  Jill  to  go  faster.  Then 
he  grabbed  her  by  the  hand.  "Run,"  he 
panted,  "run  I" 

He  jerked  Jill  sideways  as  the  great 
plane  came  roaring  in  like  an  angry  bird. 
They  felt  the  swift  rush  of  wind  as  it 
rolled  past  them  and  jarred  to  a  stop. 

Spot  kept  up  his  loud  barking  as  he 
ran  around  it. 

"He  thinks  he's  protecting  us,"  Randy 
laughed  shakily. 

The  pilot  sounded  angry.  "What  are 
you  doing  out  here?  Children  aren't  al- 
lowed on  this  runway." 

"I'm  sorry  if  we  scared  you,  sir.  I 
didn't  know  it  was  a  runway  until  I  fell 
over  a  marker,  and  then  I  heard  the 
plane." 

"You're  sorry  you  scared  me.  Ha,  ha!" 
the  pilot  laughed.  "That's  a  good  one." 

But  Jill  was  pulling  at  Randy's  hand. 
"Let's  go  home.  Mother  may  be  looking 
for  us." 

"OK,"  Randy  told  her.  "I  guess 
Mother  knew  about  this  landing  field, 
and  that  was  the  reason  she  told  us  to 
stay  in  the  yard.  We  were  lucky  not  to 
get  hurt." 

Inside  the  yard  again,  Randy  called 
Spot  and  closed  and  latched  the  gate. 

"After  this,  Spot,  even  if  the  gate  is 
open,  you  are  not  to  run  out." 

Spot  wagged  his  tail  and  lay  down  in 
the  shade  of  the  lilac  bush. 

"We  should  have  remembered  the  les- 
son we  had  in  Sunday  school  last  week," 
Randy  said.    "Our  memory  verse  was, 


'Children,  obey  your  parents  in  1 
things.' " 

Jill  picked  up  her  skipping  rope, 
won't  forget  again,"  she  said.-The  Fr 
Methodist. 


Editorial... 

(continued  from  page  two) 

no  argument  that  Christian  laws  ai 
civil  laws  are  different  in  their  initiatic 
for  we  know  that  God  gave  the  first  s 
and  man  gave  the  second  set;  yet,  tl 
heavenly  Father  admonishes  us  to  I 
true  in  all  things,  to  "chime  in  to"  soui 
principles  of  conduct.  A  good  Christia 
then,  is  a  good  citizen.  One  may  be; 
good  citizen  without  being  a  good  Chrlj 
tian,  perhaps;  but  one  cannot  be  a  go< 
Christian  without  also  displaying  goc 
citizenship. 

Observe  this  witness  in  2  Timothy  2 
(THE  AMPLIFIED  NEW  TESTAMENT):  "Ar, 
if  anyone  enters  competitive  games,  L 
is  not  crowned  unless  he  competes  lav 
fully— fairly,  according  to  the  rules  la 
down."  Paul  said  this  to  Timothy,  h 
son  in  the  faith,  generations  ago,-  and  \ 
says  it  just  as  emphatically  to  u 
Whether  or  not  we  heed  the  words 
our  affair,-  but  if  we  want  a  crown,  w 
had  better  obey  the  laws  which  are 
prerequisite  to  procuring  it. 

Just  as  laws  are  given  to  promot 
order  in  human  relations,  we  find  th- 
in obeying  prescribed  rules,  we  at 
more  organized  to  proper  living.  Oil 
advice  would  be  this:  Seek  the  prize 
strive  for  it  wholeheartedly,-  but,  be  surj 
that  you  lawfully  win  it! 

Cheaters  may  win,  but  they  lose  sotth 
thing  in  the  winning.  .  .  . 


NOTE  OF  THANKS 

The  Rev.  E.  C.  Morris  of  Route  i 
Walstonburg,  North  Carolina,  would  lik 
to  take  this  opportunity  to  thank  everv 
one  for  the  many  prayers,  cards,  flower; 
and  visits  he  received  during  his  recer 
illness.  Mr.  Morris  is  reported  to  b 
much  improved,  but  he  is  still  desirou 
of  your  continued  prayers  that  God' 
will  be  done  in  his  life.  One  of  the  mos 
faithful  and  dedicated  of  Free  Will  Bap 
tist  ministers,  Mr.  Morris  has  been 
champion  of  the  Cause  for  over  half 
century. 


It  takes  a  baby  about  two  years  t 
learn  to  talk,  and  some  sixty  or  sevent 
years  to  learn  to  keep  his  mouth  shut. 
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FREE  WILL  BAPTIST  CHILDREN'S  HOME 


"A  Christian  Home  for  Boys  and  Girls" 

MIDDLESEX,  >J()KTH  CAROLINA  27557 

Phone  (919)  235-4079 

MR.  SAMMY  WEEKS,  Superintendent 


Central  Conference 
.ayman's  League 
Meets  at  Home 

The  Layman's  League  of  the  Central 
onference  held  its  meeting  at  the  Chil- 
ren's  Home  on  Saturday,  March  9,  1974. 
he  group  arrived  at  4  p.m.  and  were 
scorted  on  a  tour  of  the  campus  3nd 
larm  by  Mr.  Sam  Weeks  and  the  Rev. 
Jtene  Britt.   Shortly  before  their  meet- 
fig,  they  were  talked  into  posing  for  a 
hotograph. 


f  During  their  business  session,  the 

dome's  superintendent  (Mr.  Weeks)  dis- 
:ussed  several   needed  improvements. 
r  The  league  voted  to  accept  working  proj- 
icts  at  the  Home  for  this  year.  These 
jrojects   include  electrical,  carpentry, 
iDainting,  and  landscaping. 

The  Layman's  League  of  the  Friend- 
ship Free  Will  Baptist  Church,  Farmville, 
;  jtarth  Carolina,  got  an  early  start  by  set- 
ting out  shrubbery  around  the  church 
end  the  central  dining  hall. 
I  We  sincerely  thank  these  fine  Chris- 
,  tian  men  for  their  willingness  to  help  us. 
We're  looking  forward  to  many  hours  of 
fellowship  with  them  this  year. 


Children  Sing  at  Lee's 
Chapel 

On  Sunday  morning,  March  17,  a  group 
from  the  Children's  Home  visited  Lee's 
Chapel  church  near  Dunn,  North  Carolina, 
'and  brought  special  singing  during  the 
morning  worship. 


The  Rev.  Henry  Armstrong,  pastor  of 
Lee's  Chapel,  welcomed  the  visitors  from 
the  Home  and  introduced  the  visiting 
speaker,  Mr.  Sam  Weeks,  to  his  congre- 
gation. Mr.  Weeks  introduced  his  wife 
and  the  children  who  recited  Scripture 
and  sang  two  songs  at  the  beginning  of 
the  service. 


The  children  enjoyed  the  visit  very 
much  and  would  like  to  sing  at  other 
churches  whenever  possible.  Any  church 
interested  in  inviting  this  singing  group 
may  do  so  by  contacting  their  director, 
Mrs.  Gladys  Weeks,  Drawer  E,  Middlesex, 
North  Carolina  27557. 


Contribution  for 
Albemarle  Renovation 

Shown  in  the  picture  is  Mr.  H.  T.  Hin- 
son,  treasurer  of  the  Cape  Fear  Confer- 
ence, presenting  a  $1,000  check  to  Mr. 
Sam  Weeks.  Looking  on  is  Mrs.  Weeks 
and  the  Rev.  Henry  Armstrong,  a  member 
of  the  Children's  Home  Board  of  Trus- 
tees. 


This  contribution  was  made  from  the 
Cape  Fear  Conference  to  the  Children's 
Home  for  use  in  the  Albemarle  Renova- 
tion Fund.  On  November  3,  1973,  the 
conference  voted  to  make  this  contribu- 
tion out  of  their  treasury  if  and  when 
the  Home  decided  to  renovate  the  Albe- 
marle Cottage.  The  conference  also  pass- 
ed a  resolution  to  raise  $20,000  towards 
this  project. 


Abraham  Lincoln  was  once  asked  to 
give  his  definition  of  diplomacy.  "Well," 
he  mused,  "I  guess  you  might  say  that 
it's  the  knack  of  letting  the  other  fel- 
low have  your  way." 


Woman's  Auxiliary 

(continued  from  page  five) 

to  hear  you  cry.  What  shall  I  do?'  And 
he  said,  'Go  about  the  world  and  tell 
everyone  that  you  meet  that  there  is  a 
man  on  the  cross  waiting  for  you  to  take 
him  down.'" 

Jesus  is  coming  soon!  Let's  do  all  we 
can  today  to  proclaim  the  glad  tidings 
of  salvation  to  all  the  world  for  tomor- 
row may  be  too  late. 

Mrs.  Edwin  Roper 
District  Missions  Chairman 


Woman's  Auxiliary 
Want  Ad 

WANTED:  Conscientious  Christian  work- 
ers to  join  our  Free  Will  Baptist 
Woman's  Auxiliary. 

No  experience  necessary  if  willing  to 
learn. 

No  age  limit. 

Excellent  fringe  benefits  (distributed  by 
God). 

Salary  open  (rewards  for  Christians 
unlimited). 

In  order  to  increase  our  woman's  aux- 
iliary membership,  April  has  been  select- 
ed as  "Enlistment  Month." 

If  you  meet  the  above  qualifications, 
please  prayerfully  consider  the  chal- 
lenge. Then  contact  your  nearest  auxil- 
iary member  and  express  your  desire  to 
join. 

Good  workers  are  hard  to  find,  so  it 
may  be  that  you  are  the  special  one  we 
are  looking  for. 

MRS.  STERLING  DUNCAN 

Enlistment  Chairman 
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ST.  CLAIRE  BIBLE  CLASJ^) 
THE  SUNDAY  fC  Z3X> 


SCHOOL  LES 

FOR  APRIL  7 


Serving  in  Supportive 
Roles 

Lesson  Text:  Acts  9:10-17,  23-30 
Memory  Verse:  Romans  12:4,  5 

I.  INTRODUCTION 

Everybody  in  the  church  cannot  be  top 
man;  somebody  must  stand  by  and  sup- 
port those  in  leadership  roles.  The 
movie  industry  each  year  gives  the  "best 
actor  and  actress"  an  Oscar  for  superb 
performance.  But  it  also  gives  Oscars 
to  those  in  "supporting  roles."  In  the 
opinion  of  many  moviegoers,  the  first 
prize  should  be  given  to  those  in  sup- 
portive roles  rather  than  to  so-called 
best  performers. 

Back  of  every  Christian's  achievements 
is  someone  in  a  supportive  role  who  is 
partly  responsible  for  those  achieve- 
ments. Without  Barnabas,  Paul  might 
not  have  been  the  great  missionary  he 
was.  Without  the  apostles  whose 
names  we  cannot  always  remember, 
Peter  might  not  have  become  the  great 
man  he  was.  Without  some  dear  friend 
of  yours,  you  might  not  have  accomplish- 
ed the  fine  task  of  which  you  are  now 
so  proud.  Serving  in  supportive  roles 
is  far  more  important  than  one  thinks. 

An  old  man  carried  a  little  can  of  oil 
with  him  wherever  he  went.  If  he  pass- 
ed through  a  door  with  squeaky  hinges, 
he  put  a  little  oil  on  the  hinges.  If  a 
gate  was  hard  to  open,  he  poured  a  lit- 
tle oil  on  the  latch.  Neighbors  thought 
him  a  little  odd,  but  he  went  on  his  way 
helping  others  everyday.  And  we  don't 
even  know  his  name.  Let  us  thank  God 
for  all  the  people  back  of  our  successes, 
for  there  are  more  than  we  think. 

Our  lesson  today  will  help  us  better 
understand  the  meaning  of  the  sup- 
portive role.— The  Advanced  Quarterly 
(F.W.B.). 

II.  HINTS  THAT  HELP 

A.  The  Lord  sent  Saul  and  Ananias  to 
the  same  place  because  He  wanted  these 
two  men  to  get  together  for  a  purpose. 
Is  it  not  marvelous  the  way  the  Lord 


directs  the  pathway  of  men  who  will 
trust  Him? 

B.  It  has  been  said  that  the  steps  of 
a  good  man  are  ordered  by  the  Lord,  but 
the  stops  are  also  ordered.  God  saw  to 
it  that  Saul  who  became  Paul  had  three 
periods  in  his  life  when  he  had  time  to 
pray,  meditate,  and  study. 

C.  Why  do  we  speak  of  sacred  jobs  and 
secular  jobs?  All  jobs  are  sacred  when 
the  person  doing  the  job  is  at  the  place 
of  God's  will  for  his  life.  The  farmer, 
the  merchant,  or  anyone  else  deserves 
just  as  much  credit  for  doing  his  job  well 
as  does  the  preacher  if  he  is  at  the  place 
of  God's  will  for  his  life. 

D.  Often  those  who  work  behind  the 
scenes  and  whose  names  are  never 
known  to  the  public  do  jobs  that  are 
just  as  essential  as  the  more  glamorous 
jobs.  Thank  God  for  those  who  are  will- 
ing to  work  faithfully  behind  the  scenes. 

E.  If  these  unnamed  people  had  not 
been  faithful  in  doing  their  job  Saul 
would  have  likely  lost  his  life  and  could 
not  have  done  his  job.  It  is  important 
that  every  person  who  works  for  the 
Lord  be  faithful.— T  h  e  Bible  Teacher 
(F.W.B.). 

III.  ADDITIONAL  TRUTHS 

A.  Individual  Christians  have  varying 
responsibilities  in  the  family  depending 
on  their  family  roles. 

Marriage  partners.  The  exalted  nature 
of  the  marriage  relationship  is  shown  by 
the  fact  that  in  the  Ephesian  letter  Paul 
likens  the  relation  of  Christ  and  His 
church  to  that  of  a  husband  and  his  wife 
(5:22-33).  Thus  the  partners  are  to  love 
and  respect  each  other,  the  wife  submit- 
ting to  her  husband  and  the  husband  giv- 
ing himself  for  his  wife.  A  husband  and 
wife  must  be  faithful  to  each  other. 
Marriage  ties  should  be  broken  only  by 
death.  Virtue  supports  the  family  and 
is  commanded  by  God;  adultery  destroys 
the  family  and  is  condemned  by  God 
(Exodus  20:14). 

Single  Christians.  Christian  adults 
who  remain  unmarried,  though  they  are 
outside  the  marriage  relationship,  have 
definite  responsibilities  regarding  this 


relation.  They  must  respect  the  mh 
riage  of  others  and  not  attempt  to  d 
stroy  it  by  tempting  a  married  person 
infidelity.  Paul  exhorts  to  chastity  ar 
personal  purity  (1  Corinthians  6:15-2( 
Jesus  warns  of  the  danger  of  allowir 
lust  to  dwell  in  the  heart  (Matthew  j 
27,  28). 

Parents.  Parents  have  the  heavy  r 
sponsibility  of  training  their  children  i 
the  way  of  the  Lord,  teaching  them  1 
love  and  obey  Him  (Ephesians  6:4).  T 
fulfill  this  task  parents  must  both  st 
the  proper  example  and  take  positiv 
steps  to  instill  the  proper  attitudes  i 
their  children. 

Children.  Children  are  enjoined  t 
respect  their  parents  (Ephesians  6:1-3 
This  includes  the  near  absolute  obediencj 
of  the  young  child  to  the  loving  care  thai 
the  grown  child  gives  to  aging  parents 

Every  Christian  must  strive  to  fulfi 
all  the  responsibilities  of  each  of  his  fam 
ily  positions.— Standard  Lesson  Ccmmer 
tary. 

B.  When  Henry  Ward  Beecher  express 
ed  his  admiration  for  a  horse  he  wa: 
hiring,  the  liveryman  responded  enthu 
siastically,  "He'll  work  any  place  yoti 
put  him  and  will  do  all  that  any  horse! 
can  do." 

Beecher  regarded  the  horse  witll 
greater  appreciation  than  before  and  said: 
wistfully,  "I  wish  he  were  a  member  o: 
my  church."— The  Senior  Quarterly 
(F.W.B.). 

C.  Can  you  picture  the  Apostle  Pau, 
as  bow-legged,  bald,  and  hook-nosed? 

That's  his  unflattering  description  ir 
a  book  written  about  A.  D.  200.  Here's 
how  it  presents  him:  "A  man  of  little 
stature,  thin-haired  upon  the  head; 
crooked  in  the  legs,  with  eyebrows 
meeting,  and  with  nose  somewhat  hook-j 
ed,  full  of  grace,  for  sometimes  he  ap: 
peared  like  a  man  and  sometimes  he 
had  the  face  of  an  angel."  That  doesn't 
sound  exactly  like  Ryan  O'Neal,  right? 

We're  not  sure  if  the  description  is 
true  or  not.  But  it  doesn't  really  mat-; 
ter.  Paul  took  on  a  new  look  after  he 
encountered  Jesus.  His  face  and  his 
features  didn't  change.  But  his  atti- 
tudes, goals,  desires,  and  dreams  did. 
Oirist  altered  Paul's  heart  and  his  way 
of  doing  things.  And  for  Paul,  that  was 
a  large  accomplishment. 

Can  you  picture  Paul  as  a  mad  mur- 
derer? 

That's  how  he  described  himself  in  the 
twenty-sixth  chapter  of  Acts. 

Herod's  son,  King  Agrippa,  had  placed 
Paul  on  trial  for  his  life.  He  explained 
(continued  on  page  fifteen) 
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BY  EXAMPLE 

(continued  from  page  three) 

rear  his  crown,  and  we  believe  that  God 
rill  issue  him  a  citation  for  Christian 
onduct  befitting  his  profession  and 
r'  ailing,  both  as  a  law  enforcement  off i- 
ial  and  a  Christian  servant. 

Hats  off  to  a  unique  person  whose 
/orth  will  become  more  evident  as  the 
ears  speed  on.  A  man  with  a  badge 
nd  a  gun  and  with  Christ  by  his  side— 
lis  is  a  comforting  thought,  isn't  it? 


FAMILY  FIRESIDE 


3 

mi 

'to        (continued  from  page  four) 

l»  o  live  everyday  of  the  week  with  a  Sunday 
ittitude. 

ml  (Devotions  used  by  permission,  Knight's 
Master  Book  of  New  Illustrations,  Eerd- 
nans  Press.) 


NEWS  NOTES 

(continued  from  page  seven) 

I!  the  church  saw  a  great  improvement  in 
|  nembership  growth  and  a  great  spiritual 
jj awakening,  especially  among  the  youth 
Iff  the  church. 

I  A  devoted  member  of  the  church  ex- 
presses the  church's  feelings  as  follows: 
r*We  feel  that  this  awakening  and  growth 
itame  about  because  of  the  untiring  in- 
terest our  pastor  had  for  our  church. 
tie  gave  of  himself  diligently  to  the  cause 
■if  Christ.    He  never  was  late  for  any 
services  of  the  church.   He  was  always 
lithere  ready  and  willing  to  do  more  than 
his  share. 

"In  the  church  services,  he  made 
(everyone  feel  welcome.  When  there 
I  were  sick  people  or  people  in  need  in 
[the  church  or  the  community,  he  was 
[always  ready  with  a  word  of  cheer  or 
a  prayer  in  their  behalf.  He  always 
; found  time  to  go  see  them  and  to  do 
[whatever  he  could  to  help  in  such  a 
!  time. 

"Each  time  our  church  came  together, 
we  would  see  him  counting  his  people 
i  as  any  good  shepherd  would  count  his 
i  sheep.    After  the  service  he  would  in- 
quire about  the  absentees,  and  the  next 
j  day  or  so  he  would  visit  them  to  let  them 
|  know  they  were  missed  and  cared  for. 
He  also  found  time  to  visit  our  elderly 
people  and  the  shut-ins  in  our  com- 
munity. 

"We,  the  people  at  Rosebud,  are  go- 


ing to  miss  him  and  his  good  wife.  She 
was  always  by  his  side  in  our  services, 
doing  her  share. 

"Mr.  Benton  is  now  seeking  a  work  as 
a  full-time  pastor,  and  we  would  recom- 
mend him  to  any  church  in  need  of  a 
good  shepherd.  We  are  also  looking  for 
a  full-time  pastor  to  fill  his  place.  Any- 
one interested  in  Mr.  Benton  as  pastor 
can  reach  him  by  telephoning  Fremont— 
242-5283.  Also  anyone  desiring  a  full- 
time  pastorate  at  Rosebud  church  may 
call  Wilson,  237-3543  after  6  p.m.,  or 
write  Mr.  J.  W.  Pender,  Route  4,  Wilson, 
North  Carolina  27893." 

Cape  Fear  Youth  Rally 
At  Riverside  Church 

The  Riverside  Free  Will  Baptist  Church, 
Route  1,  Princeton,  North  Carolina,  will 
host  the  Cape  Fear  Youth  Rally  on  Satur- 
day, April  6.  During  the  rally  the  essay 
and  declamation  contest  will  be  held. 
Everyone  is  invited  to  attend. 

Sacred  Drama  At 
Warsaw  Church 

A  sacrad  drama,  "I  Dreamed  I  Search- 
ed Heaven  for  You,"  will  be  presented 
by  the  Stepp  Family  of  Tuxedo,  North 
Carolina,  at  the  Warsaw,  North  Caro- 
lina, Free  Will  Baptist  Church,  Sunday, 
April  7,  at  7:30  p.m.  The  public  is  cor- 
dially invited  to  attend. 


Sunday  School  Lesson 

(continued  from  page  fourteen) 

his  preaching  by  telling  the  king  about 
Jesus.  He  described  his  sins  against  the 
Christians  before  he  met  Jesus.  He 
demonstrated  the  difference  in  his  life 
now. 

Such  confession  isn't  easy.  Would  you 
bare  your  past  to  a  prestigious  ruler? 
Would  you  even  admit  your  mistakes  to 
a  friend  at  school?  Only  those  who  are 
noble  can  do  so.— Reach  Out  to  Jesus. 


Questions  &  Answers 

(continued  from  page  eleven) 

here  is  water,-  what  doth  hinder  me  to 
be  baptized?  And  Philip  said,  If  thou 
believest  with  all  thine  heart,  thou  may- 
est.  And  he  answered  and  said,  I  be- 
lieve that  Jesus  Christ  is  the  Son  of  God. 
And  he  commanded  the  chariot  to  stand 
still:  and  they  went  down  both  into  the 
water,  both  Philip  and  the  eunuch;  and 
he  baptized  him.' 
"I  could  sprinkle  a  hundred  people 


Churches  and  Ministers 
Available 

(Note:  This  column  is  provided,  when 
needed,  for  any  church  that  is  seeking  a 
pastor  and  for  any  minister  who  is  seeking 
a  church  to  serve  and  would  like  to  give 
such  notice.  Please  send  the  necessary  in- 
formation to  the  editor  of  "The  Free  Will 
Baptist."  Each  notice  will  run  for  two  is- 
sues only. ) 


The  Spring  Hope  Free  Will  Baptist 
Church,  New  Bern,  North  Carolina,  is  in 
need  of  a  pastor.  Any  minister  interest- 
ed in  serving  this  church  is  asked  to  con- 
tact Mr.  Veston  Cayton  Jr.,  telephone 
638-5832. 

The  Rev.  Edgar  Benton  announces  that 
he  has  resigned  his  pastorate  of  Rose 
Bud  church,  effective  June  1,  and  will 
therefore  be  available  for  full-time  pas- 
toral services  at  another  church.  Any 
church  interested  in  securing  the  ser- 
vices of  Mr.  Benton  may  contact  him  at 
Route  1,  Box  395-A,  Fremont,  North 
Carolina  27830;  or  by  telephoning  242- 
5283. 

The  Rev.  Robert  Rollins  wishes  to  an- 
nounce that  he  is  available  for  full-time 
pastoral  services  effective  June  30.  Any 
church  interested  in  Mr.  Rollins'  services 
may  contact  him  at  Route  1,  Box  68-F, 
Pinetown,  North  Carolina  27865;  or  tele- 
phone Belhaven  943-3561. 


Change  of  Addresses 

Please  note  the  following  changes  of 
addresses: 

The  Rev.  Luther  Swinson,  Route  6,  Box 
159,  New  Bern,  North  Carolina  28560 

The  Rev.  Eddie  Edwards,  Route  2,  Box 
365,  Vanceboro,  North  Carolina  28586; 
telephone  244-1511 

All  future  correspondence  to  the  above 
ministers  should  be  to  their  new  address- 
es. 


with  a  cupful  of  water,  and  it  would  not 
be  necessary  to  'go  down  into  the  water' 
to  do  that.  Immersion  certainly  sets 
forth  beautifully  the  great  truths  bap- 
tism illustrates— death,  burial,  and  resur- 
rection. However,  we  must  ever  bear 
in  mind  that  water  baptism  has  nothing 
to  do  with  salvation.  The  only  water 
baptism  known  to  Scripture  is  the  im- 
mersion of  a  person  after  he  has  already 
believed  unto  salvation." 
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DUT'E  UNIVERSITY 

DURHAM ,  N.  C.  27703 


A  Free  Will  Baptist  Scout  Camp-Out  will  De  held  the  weekend  of  April  5-7,  1974,  at  the  Eagle's  Nest  Conference  Center  of 
Mount  Olive  College. 

This  camp-out  has  been  planned,  sponsored  by,  and  is  under  the  direct  supervision  of  your  State  Convention  Scouting 
Commission,  using  the  assistance  of  the  Eagle's  Nest  Conference  Center. 

This  is  a  first  in  the  history  of  the  Free  Will  Baptist  Denomination!  Scouters,  you  should  not  miss  itl 

Your  Scouting  Commission, 

HARRY  A.  JONES,  Chairman 
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EDITORIAI  

"IT  IS  FINISHED!" 

by  Ralph  A.  Bowen,  Assistant  Editor 

When  a  new  building  in  our  town,  city,  or  community  is  under  con- 
struction, we  all  look  forward  to  the  day  we  can  say,  "It  is  finished!" 

In  our  late  teens,  when  our  high  school  days  are  over,  then  four  to 
eight  years  later  when  we  have  completed  our  higher  education,  we  can 
look  back  over  the  years  and  proudly  proclaim,  "It  is  finished!" 

With  these  familiar  words  from  the  Cross,  "It  is  finished,"  our 
Lord  completed  the  greatest  mission  this  world  has  ever  known.  This 
mission  had  its  beginning  in  the  plan  of  God  the  Father  when  His  Son, 
Jesus  Christ,  was  born  in  the  flesh  of  a  virgin.  With  the  birth  of  the 
Christ  Child,  the  plan  of  God  began  to  unfold.  Now  its  completion  is 
announced  by  Christ  himself. 

"It  is  finished!"  With  these  words  history  reached  a  climax.  Great 
wars  after  wars  have  been  fought  and  won,  peace  treaties  have  been 
signed;  but,  God  offered  the  greatest  "peace  treaty"  of  all  times  be- 
tween man  and  Himself  when  Christ  signed  the  treaty  with  His  death 
on  the  Cross.  Yes,  this  treaty  was  signed  with  blood — Christ's  own 
blood. 

With  the  words,  "It  is  finished,"  atonement  for  the  sins  of  the 
world  was  completed.  The  ransom  had  been  paid  in  full.  All  was  done 
and  is  ours  by  faith,  which  is  created  in  us  by  the  Holy  Spirit. 

The  Cross,  perhaps  the  greatest  of  all  Easter  symbols,  has  a  special 
meaning  to  the  Christian.  It  symbolizes  Christ's  victory  over  death. 
When  Jesus  cried  from  the  Cross,  ".  .  .  It  is  finished:  .  .  ."  (John  19: 
30),  never  was  a  truer  statement  ever  uttered.  With  this  statement  all 
the  sins  of  mankind,  which  had  been  placed  upon  the  shoulders  of  Jesus 
Christ,  were  paid  for  in  full.  No  job  has  ever  been  or  ever  will  be  done 
so  completely  as  the  job  which  Jesus  came  to  earth  to  do — die  for  the 
sins  of  all  mankind. 

It  is  so  easy  to  say  that  we  have  finished  a  job,  but  have  we  really 
finished  it  to  the  best  of  our  ability?  Have  we  put  our  all  into  the  job 
at  hand  and  done  our  best  with  our  God-given  talent  to  complete  a  job 
that  we  are  proud  of? 

When  we  let  Jesus  come  into  our  hearts  and  receive  Him  as  our 
Saviour,  then  and  only  then,  can  we  say,  "It  is  finished,"  because  only 
then  has  God's  purpose  for  our  lives  been  completed. 

As  we  approach  this  Easter  season — a  season  of  death  and  new 
life — may  we  be  able  to  say  with  Jesus  as  He  expired  on  Calvary's 
Cross,  "It  is  finished!"  May  we  be  able  to  look  forward  to  this  new 
life  with  new  hope  and  zeal  to  finish  the  job  before  us  so  all  the  world 
can  look  up  and  proudly  proclaim,  "It  is  finished!" 

But  the  greatest  reward  we  will  ever  receive  is  when  we  hear  the 
Master  say,  as  did  the  lord  in  the  parable,  ".  .  .  Well  done,  thou  good 
and  faithful  servant:  thou  hast  been  faithful  over  a  few  things,  I  will 
make  thee  ruler  over  many  things:  enter  thou  into  the  joy  of  thy  lord" 
(Matthew  25:21). 
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^raying 


Hard 


by 

MRS.  ROYCE  MATTHEWS 


T  is  hard  to  pray.    Coming  from  a 
i  thirty-year-plus  veteran  prayer,  this 
a  peculiar  confession.  Talking  to  the 
prd  is  easy,  but  distinct  getting-down- 
p-business  praying  Is  hard. 
Over  the  years,  I've  heard  so  many 
eautiful  prayers.   To  be  honest,  some- 
imes  I  come  quite  close  to  breaking  the 
f-anth  commandment:  Oh,  to  be  able  to 
ray  like  thatl 

i  For  years,  while  talking  to  God,  I  used 
jiertain  language,-  thee,  thou,  thine,  and 
flhrases  learned  in  church.  My  prayers 
vere  like  a  shopping  list.  "Now,  Lord, 
|o  this."  "Now,  Lord,  do  that."  "Give 
jne  this."  "Take  away  that."  All  the 
;ime  asking,  expecting  the  answers  to 
ffe  delivered  on  silver  platters  by  Jesus 
Christ  himself. 

If  Then  of  all  things,  the  prayer  would 
jmd  with,  "Thy  will  be  done."  That's 
uvhat  I'd  say,  but  deep  down  in  my 
thoughts  were,  "My  will  be  done.  Lord, 
Jhange  thy  will  to  my  will." 

A  pretty  prayer  may  go  something 
jjike  this,  "Our  most  high  and  gracious 
leavenly  Father,  Giver  of  life,  Maker  of 
me  universe  in  all  its  glory,  as  we  come 
[together  on  this  beautiful  Lord's  Day, 
reach  down  thy  tender  hand  of  love  and 
l[nercy,  and  pour  out  thy  bountiful  bless- 
ings upon  us." 

Then  one  day  it  dawned  on  me  what 
prayer  really  is.  Prayer  is  frank  and 
jearnest  communication  between  man  and 
God.  Frank  and  earnest  and  honest— 
completely  honest.  Anything  less  than 
•complete  honesty  is  worse  than  not  pray- 
ing. 


I  had  been  trying  to  talk  to  the  Lord, 
using  the  language  of  someone  else,  as 
someone  else  would. 

Thus  began  my  prayer  education  pro- 
gram which  continues  now. 

Where  thee,  thou,  thine,  and  other 
pretty  phrases  fit  into  another  person's 
way  of  life,  to  me  it's  like  praying 
through  a  veil.  Other  people  understand 
it.  God  understands  it.  But  when  I  try 
it,  my  mind  gets  confused  and  the  mean- 
ing gets  tangled  in  the  phrases  until  all 
I  recognize  is  phrases. 

It  is  marvelous  that  God  knows  so 
many  words  —  words  completely  foreign 
to  me.  But  what  seems  even  more 
amazing  is  His  ability  to  understand  our 
everyday  language— even  the  uneducated 
and  the  lowliest.  Why,  if  we  pronounce 
a  word  incorrectly,  He  still  knows  what 
we  mean. 

Being  honest  with  God  doesn't  require 
that  we  rant  and  rave  all  day  about  our 
unworthiness.  He  knows  that  better 
than  we  do.  Anything  we  can  say  could 
not  adequately  describe  our  unworthi- 
ness. What  He  had  rather  hear  is,  "Lord, 
I'm  not  much,  but  such  as  I  am,  you  can 
have." 

On  the  other  hand  it  is  not  humanly 
possible  to  describe  God's  goodness. 

The  most  powerful  prayers  are  some- 
times the  shortest.  Though  they  don't 
sound  as  pretty,  they  are  beautiful  to 
behold.  What  words  could  you  add  to 
"Lord,  be  merciful  to  me,  a  sinner"  to 
make  it  more  powerful  or  more  beauti- 
ful? 

It  is  not  in  imitating  someone  else 
well,  but  a  better  me  that  God  wants.  He 
hears  our  inner  longings  just  as  loud  as 
our  oral  flattering  phrases.  Prayer 
doesn't  require  a  certain  position,  a  cer- 
tain time,  or  a  certain  place. 

What  is  really  hard  is  trying  to  be 
completely  honest,  even  after  you  have 
started  being  honest. 

You  can't  very  well  say,  "Lord,  you 
know  I  do  my  best"  when  you  know, 
and  you  know  that  He  knows,  you  don't 
come  within  a  mile  of  doing  your  best. 

You  can't  say,  "Lord,  please  save  my 
friends  from  hell"  when  you  know  He 
gave  you  an  opportunity  to  witness  to 
him  and  you  passed  it  up. 

Before  we  ask  God  for  something,  we 
should  be  willing  to  accept  His  answer. 
That  slows  me  considerably. 

I  have  this  physical  condition.  It 
doesn't  kill,  it  just  makes  you  feel  less 
than  well  much  of  the  time,  and  requires 
a  strict  diet,  which  is  my  problem. 

This  may  come  as  a  shocker,  but  I've 
never  asked  the  Lord  to  take  it  away. 


Because  if  I  ask,  I'm  afraid  He'll  answer, 
"All  right.  But  first,  don't  eat  any 
sweets  for  two  years." 

Once  I've  asked,  I  would  be  obligated, 
and  I'm  not  quite  ready  for  that. 

The  other  night,  after  violating  my 
diet,  sleep  vanished  into  thin  air  when 
nausea  came  in.  Do  you  think  I  asked 
the  Lord  to  remove  my  nausea?  Heaven 
forbid  asking  Him  to  undo  what  I  did, 
knowing  I  shouldn't,  and  knowing  I'd 
probably  do  the  same  thing  again. 

I  prayed,  "Lord,  let  me  have  it.  Next 
time  maybe  I  can  pass  up  carrot  cake." 

He  answered,  "It  will  be  easier  to  say 
no  next  time,  too." 

We  shouldn't  expect  to  do  just  as  we 
please,  then  ask  the  Lord  to  kiss  away 
the  hurt. 

Sometimes  we  ask  for  things  without 
first  considering  the  consequences  if  the 
prayer  is  answered. 

In  a  discussion  recently  about  dieting, 
someone  said,  "If  only  we  could  pray 
and  our  sweet  tooth  would  be  extract- 
ed." 

I  agreed.  Then  after  a  moment  of 
thought,  added,  "Except  once  in  awhile." 
Can  you  imagine  a  life  where  sweets 
were  not  even  palatable?  Deliver  me 
from  that! 

After  praying  for  a  way  to  minister 
through  writing,  I  wrote  to  a  small 
weekly  newspaper  asking  if  they  could 
use  a  little  bitty  devotional. 

They  called  asking  for  a  column  each 
week.    It  scared  the  wits  out  of  me! 

Have  you  ever  had  a  prayer  answered, 
then  said,  "Lord,  I  don't  know  why  in 
the  world  I  asked  for  that"? 

Answers  to  prayers  are  not  always 
served  on  silver  platters.  Sometimes 
they  are  at  the  bottom  of  the  dump  and 
you  have  to  dig  through  the  smelly  gar- 
bage to  obtain  them. 

And  when  prayers  are  answered,  the 
Lord  doesn't  always  use  the  pretty 
phrases  we  would  like  to  hear  either. 

You  may  pray,  "Lord,  bless  our  family 
and  bring  my  husband  and  me  closer  to- 
gether." 

He  answers,  "Scratch  his  back." 

"What  did  you  say,  Lord?  I  asked 
that  you  bring  us  closer." 

"Scratch  his  back." 

We  ask,  "Lord,  I  don't  see  why  you 
can't  give  me  patience  instead  of  letting 
it  grow." 

He  answers,  "I'm  standing  by  with  the 
fertilizer  and  watering  can." 

We  lament,  "Lord,  my  children  expect 
so  much.  Can't  you  give  them  a  good 
dose  of  gratefulness?" 

(continued  on  page  fifteen) 
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SUNDAY,  APRIL  7 
Scripture  Reading— Mark  11:1-10 
He  Is  Coming! 
He  is  coming!    He  is  coming! 
We  hear  triumphal    shoutings    from  the 

eager  marching  throng; 
We  catch  the  trilling  music  of  the  chil- 
dren's lifted  song; 
The  very  stones   are  throbbing  to  break 

into  acclaim, 
And  all  the  hills  exultant  to  reecho  back 
His  name. 

Break  all  our  fronded  branches  and  strew 

them  in  His  way. 
Our  strength  and  all  our  beauty  belong  to 

Him  today! 

—John  T.  McFarland. 
Prayer  Thought 
He  is  coming!  The  grandeur  of  this  state- 
ment makes  us  feel  like  throwing  ourselves 
and  our  palms  at  the  feet  of  our  King  much 
as  they  did  years  ago  on  that  first  Palm 
Sunday.  Will  we  then  crucify  Him  again? 

MONDAY,  APRIL  8 
Scripture  Reading— Psalm  49:15 

The  Resurrection  Symrolized 
There  is  a  story  told  of  a  workman  help- 
er of  the  great  chemist,  Faraday.  One  day 
he  knocked  into  a  jar  of  acid  a  little  silver 
cup.  It  disappeared,  being  eaten  by  the 
acid.  The  great  chemist  came  in  and  put 
some  chemical  into  the  jar,  and  in  a  mo- 
ment every  particle  of  silver  was  precipi- 
tated to  the  bottom.  He  sifted  it  out  a 
shapeless  mass,  sent  it  to  a  silversmith,  and 
the  cup  was  restored,  shining  brighter  than 
before.  If  Faraday  could  precipitate  that 
silver  and  recover  his  cup,  I  believe  God 
can  restore  my  sleeping  and  scattered  dust. 
There  are  greater  miracles  of  God's  than 
those  that  He  accomplishes  through  men.— 
Selected. 

Prayer  Thought 
We  are  so  like  that  cup.  We  fall  into  the 
acid  of  our  sins  and  without  the  master 
hand  of  God  to  remold  us  we  would  for- 
ever perish  in  our  sin. 

TUESDAY,  APRIL  9 
Scripture  Reading— Psalm  16:9 

He  Lives  and  Loves  Forever 
Sometime  ago  a  preacher  was  speaking 


about  the  resurrection  of  Christ,  and  he 
said  that  he  had  been  telling  the  story  of 
the  crucifixion  to  his  four-year-old  boy. 
As  he  went  on  with  the  story,  the  little 
fellow  looked  up  with  a  sad  expression  on 
his  face,  and  said,  "Did  Jesus  die,  then, 
Dad?"  "Yes,"  said  the  father,  "He  died 
on  the  Cross."  "Oh,"  said  the  boy,  "He 
cannot  love  me  now,  then."  Said  the  fath- 
er, in  telling  this  incident,  "How  I  realized 
the  value  of  the  resurrection  at  that  mo- 
ment, and  what  a  joy  it  was  to  be  able  to 
say:  'He  can  love  one  now,  because  He 
rose  again  from  the  dead  on  the  third  day. 
He  lives,  and  loves,  now  and  forever.'  "— 
Wonderful  Word. 

Prayer  Thought 
Our  Lord  is  a  risen  Lord,  a  conqueror 
of  death.  It  is  a  great  consolation  to  know 
that  He  triumphed  over  death  and  lives  to 
love  us  still. 

WEDNESDAY,  APRIL  10 
Scripture  Reading— Revelation  2:10 

"This,  Too,  Shall  Pass  Away!" 
"Art  thou  in  misery,  brother?  Then  I  pray 
Be  comforted.  Thy  grief  shall  pass  away. 
Art  thou  elated?    Ah,  be  not  too  gay; 
Temper  thy  joy:  this,  too,  shall  pass  away. 
Art  thou  in  danger?  Still  let  reason  sway, 
And  cling  to  hope;  this,  too,  shall  pass 

away. 

Tempted  art  thou?    In  all  thine  anguish  lay 
One  truth  to  heart:   this,  too,  shall  pass 
away. 

Do  rays  of  loftier  glory  round  thee  play? 
Kinglike  art  thou?     This,  too  shall  pass 
away! 

Whate'er  thou  art,  where'er  thy  footsteps 
stray, 

Heed    these    wise    words:    THIS,  TOO, 
SHALL  PASS  AWAY!" 

—Paul  Hamilton  Hayne. 
Prayer  Thought 
All  things  and  situations  pass  away. 
Make  the  best  possible  use  of  our  lives  and 
times,  we  will  not  pass  this  way  again. 
Pray  that  we  might  leave  things  the  better 
for  our  having  touched  upon  them. 

THURSDAY,  APRIL  11 
Scripture  Reading-Luke  22:14-16 

Lest  We  Forget 
See  this  picture.  This  is  my  mother. 
Do  you  believe  me?  But  my  mother  is  not 
made  of  paper.  No,  she  is  a  real  person. 
Yet  when  I  hold  this  picture  up  and  say, 
"This  is  my  mother,"  it  is  true,  and  you 
all  understand  what  I  mean.  Now  the 
Lord  Jesus  said,  "This  is  my  body,"  and 
the  disciples  knew  just  what  He  meant.  He 
was  sitting  there  at  the  table  when  He 
said  it.  But  they  knew  that  every  time 
they  took  some  of  the  bread  at  the  Lord's 
Supper  they  were  to  remember  that  He 
gave  His  precious  body  to  die  for  their 
sins.  And  every  time  they  drank  of  the 
cup,  they  were  to  remember  that  He  shed 
His  precious  blood  to  wash  away  their  sins. 
In  Luke  22:19  we  read  that  the  Lord  Jesus 


said,  "This  do  in  remembrance  of  me."  Iff 
knew  how  easy  it  would  be  for  us  to  fol 
get  Him  and  to  forget  how  much  He  sul 
f ered  for  us.  '  So  He  started  this  little  se  j 
vice  of  remembrance  for  us  to  keep.  .  .  |] 
Every  time  I  take  part  in  the  Lord's  Suj| 
per  I  say  this  little  poem  to  the  Lord: 
"In  this  broken  bread  we  won  Thee,  I 

Bruised  for  us  and  put  to  shame;  | 
And  this  cup,  O  Lord,  we  thank  Thee,  'I 

Speaks  our  pardon  through  Thy  name.'l 

Say  this  little  poem  softly  to  Him  whe 
the  bread  and  the  cup  are  passed,  and  | 
will  give  Him  joy.— Vivian  D.  Gundersoil 
Prayer  Thought 

Forget!  Impossible,  we  could  never  foM 
get.  On  Palm  Sunday,  Good  Friday  ani 
Easter,  perhaps  we  would  not  forget  bm 
do  we  remember  the  other  362  days  of  th  . 
year? 

FRIDAY,  APRIL  12 
Scripture  Reading— Galatians  6:14 
It  Is  Finished 
Between  two  thieves,  one  either  side, 
The  Lord  of  Life  was  crucified; 
Men  marvelled  at  a  sight  so  rare, 
And,  sitting  down,  they  watched  Him  thedj 

And  none  that  saw  could  understand 
Why  darkness  covered  all  the  land; 
And  none  who  heard  that  cry,  "I  thirstj 
Knew  why  the  Sinless  One  was  cursed. 

Nor  understand  these  words  so  true: 
"Father,  they  know  not  what  they  do";  ' 
For  God  alone,  and  none  beside, 
Knew  what  was  done  when  Jesus  died.  I 

But  ever  since  that  blood-stained  day 
The  eyes  of  men  have  turned  that  way, 
And  owned  that  life  itself  were  loss  j 
Without  the  glory  of  that  Cross. 

-F.  W.  Pitt.  | 
Prayer  Thought 
Even  though  the  sun  may  shine  on  Goo^ 
Friday,  the  thunder,  lightning,  and  dark^ 
ness  of  the  crucifixion  cannot  help  but  fi 
our  hearts  with  remembrance  of  the  pai 
we,  by  our  sins,  caused  our  Saviour  to  en 
dure. 

SATURDAY,  APRIL  13 
Scripture  Reading— 2  Corinthians  4:6 

Consumed  for  Us 
A  great  artist  once  sought  to  paint  thj 
scene  of  the  crucifixion.  With  marvelou' 
skill  he  sketched  the  skull-shaped  hi! 
crowned  by  three  crosses,  and  with  tru 
delineation  pictured  the  two  thieves  hang 
ing  in  agony  upon  their  emblems  of  shame 
but  when  he  came  to  depict  the  figur 
upon  the  central  cross,  he  found  his  ham 
had  lost  its  cunning,  and  that  he  was  im 
potent  to  portray  the  figure  of  the  world' 
great  Redeemer.  Finally,  in  despair,  h 
simply  enveloped  the  central  cross  in 
sunburst  of  glory,  and  left  it  thus.  Bu 
what  conception  could  have  been  more  ap 
propriate,  for  as  the  sun  burns  itself  up  ii 
giving  light,  heat,  and  life  to  the  planets  o 

(continued  on  page  fifteen) 
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the  Woman's  Auxiliary  of  Saint  Mary's 
Grove  church  and  has  served  very  faith- 
fully during  the  years. 


attention, 
lorth  Carolina 
Woman's  Auxiliaries 

■  The  1974  session  of  the  North  Caro- 
Ina  State  Woman's  Auxiliary  will  con- 
line  on  Thursday,  May  9,  with  the  Oak 
■rove  Free  Will  Baptist  Church  located 
['tween  Elizabethtown  and  Bladenboro, 
Iprth  Carolina,  in  Bladen  County.  Each 
ILxiliary  should  represent  with  one  dele- 
lite  for  each  25  members  or  fraction 
pereof,  plus  a  registration  fee  of  $5. 
I  Many  auxiliaries  mail  their  fees  in  ad- 
lance.  This  is  a  good  thing  to  do  as  it 
lives  the  delegate  the  trouble  of  hand- 
ing the  money.  Also,  in  the  event 
lj>mething  happens  at  the  last  minute  to 
prohibit  your  representing  in  person, 
pur  auxiliary  is  registered  as  having 
[.'presented. 

[I  IMPORTANT:  Please  mail  your  fee  be- 
Ike  May  1,  if  possible,  so  that  I  will 
lave  it  in  time  to  get  the  list  prepared 
llnd  delivered  to  the  convention's  regis- 
tration committee  for  use  on  the  morn- 
ig  of  May  9.  If  you  cannot  possibly  at- 
Ind,  please  mail  your  fee  as  the  conven- 
|on  needs  your  support.  Mail  fees  to 
lie  address  below. 

Mrs.  Raymond  T.  Sasser 
State  Treasurer 
416  Westover  Avenue 
Wilson,  N.  C.  27893 


\lew  Creations 
It  Albemarle 
frTA  Convention 

On  April  6,  at  10  a.m.,  the  Albemarle 
listrict  YFA  convention  will  convene 
vith  Mount  Tabor  Free  Will  Baptist 
hurch,  Creswell,  North  Carolina. 

During  the  convention  the  "New 
reations,"  a  singing  group  from  Mount 
Olive  College,  will  present  a  program  of 
linging  and  witnessing. 

I  would  like  to  ask  all  YFA  members 
n  the  Albemarle  District  and  their  lead- 


ers to  please  attend  and  help  support 
your  district  YFA. 

Ministers  and  adults,  we  would  like 
to  have  you  come  and  support  your 
youth.  All  visitors  are  cordially  wel- 
come. 

Betty  R.  Sawyer 

Albemarle  District  Youth  Director 


Mrs.  Langdon 
Receives  Life 
Membership  Award 

Um 


Mrs.  W.  J.  Langdon  received  a  Life 
Membership  Award  recently  during  the 
Sunday  morning  worship  service  at 
Saint  Mary's  Grove  Free  Will  Baptist 
Church  near  Benson,  North  Carolina.  The 
award  was  presented  by  the  woman's 
auxiliary  of  the  church. 

Mrs.  Langdon  who  lives  on  Route  3, 
Benson,  has  been  an  active  member  of 
Saint  Mary's  Grove  church  for  approxi- 
mately 56  years.  For  years  she  sang  in 
the  choir,  in  a  quartet  group,  and  work- 
ed in  many  other  phases  of  the  church  as 
needed. 

"Miss  Lula,"  as  she  is  affectionately 
known,  is  no  longer  able  to  attend  church 
and  the  other  functions  of  the  church 
regularly  because  of  a  diabetic  condition. 
It  is  a  delight  for  the  children's  choir  to 
go  and  sing  at  her  home  because  she  al- 
ways joins  in  and  sings  along  with  them. 

Mrs.  Langdon  is  a  charter  member  of 


Attention,  Local 
Auxiliary  Vice- 
Presidents  of  the 
Eastern  District 

The  month  of  April  has  been  selected 
as  Enlistment  Month.  The  purpose  for 
this  is  to  increase  the  membership  of  our 
woman's  auxiliaries.  This  is  our  job  as 
vice-presidents.  We  are  to  encourage 
our  auxiliary  members  to  make  a  per- 
sonal contact  with  at  least  one  prospec- 
tive member  and  invite  her  to  join  the 
auxiliary. 

The  purpose  of  the  auxiliary  is  to  pro- 
mote missions.  What  better  place  to 
begin  than  in  our  own  church  among  our 
own  dear  women! 

God  has  blessed  each  one  of  us  with 
spiritual  gifts,  as  well  as  material  gifts. 
When  we  all  work  together  and  use  these 
gifts  to  glorify  Him,  we  can  accomplish 
great  things.  We  are  depending  on  you, 
vice-presidents,  to  do  all  you  can  to  help 
make  our  auxiliaries  grow. 

Please  let  me  know  by  May  1,  how 
many  new  members  you  have  gained  dur- 
ing this  period.  My  address  is  Box  59, 
Cove  City,  North  Carolina  28523. 

Mrs.  Woodrow  McCoy 
Vice-President 
Eastern  District 


Central  Conference 
Youth  Convention 

by  Dawn  Branch,  Reporter 

The  Gum  Swamp  Free  Will  Baptist 
Church,  Route  6,  Greenville,  North  Caro- 
lina, was  host  to  the  Central  Conference 
Youth  Conference,  Saturday,  March  23. 
Faith  Langley,  president,  called  the  con- 
vention to  order  at  10  a.m.,  and  led  in 
the  opening  hymn,  "Dwelling  in  Beulah 
Land."  This  was  followed  with  prayer 
by  the  Rev.  Jack  Mayo,  pastor  of  the 
Winterville,  North  Carolina,  Free  Will 
Baptist  Church.  The  host  church  gave 
the  devotion  and  extended  a  warm  wel- 
come to  everyone.  Guyla  Corbett  of  the 
Winterville  church  responded  to  the  wel- 
come. Mrs.  Judy  Moore  offered  the  of- 
fertory prayer  and  the  ushers  received 
the  convention  offering. 

(continued  on  page  seven) 
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Standi  Chapel  Revival 
April  8-13 


Revival  services  will  be  held  at  Standi 
Chapel  Free  Will  Baptist  Church,  Route 
2,  Kenly,  North  Carolina,  beginning  Mon- 
day evening,  April  8,  and  continuing 
through  Saturday  evening,  April  13.  The 
services  will  begin  each  evening  at  7:45 
with  the  Rev.  Clyde  W.  Cox  as  the  visit- 
ing minister.  The  pastor,  the  Rev.  J.  B. 
Godwin,  will  be  assisting  in  the  services. 
Each  evening  special  music  will  be  ren- 
dered. The  public  is  cordially  invited  to 
attend. 

Pleasant  Plain  Announces 
Spring  Revival 

The  Pleasant  Plain  Free  Will  Baptist 
Church,  Route  2,  Selma,  North  Carolina, 
located  on  the  old  Smithfield-Wilson 
Highway,  announces  its  spring  revival 
for  the  week  of  April  7-12,  beginning 
nightly  at  7:30.  The  guest  speaker  for 
the  meeting  will  be  the  Rev.  0.  B.  Jones 
of  the  First  Free  Will  Baptist  Church  in 
Durham,  North  Carolina.  He  will  be  as- 
sisted by  the  pastor  of  the  church,  the 
Rev.  Ray  Harrison  Jr. 

The  pastor  and  the  church  membership 
cordially  invite  the  public  to  attend. 
Singing  groups  are  also  invited  to  attend 
and  render  special  music  during  the 
week.  Your  prayers  are  requested  for 
the  success  of  the  revival. 


Revival  in  Progress 
At  Wilmington  Church 

Revival  services  are  in  progress  at  the 
First  Original  Free  Will  Baptist  Church, 
Wilmington,  North  Carolina,  and  will 
continue  through  Saturday,  April  6.  The 
time  of  the  services  is  7:45  p.m.,  with 
the  Rev.  L.  L.  Parker  serving  as  guest 
evangelist.  Mr.  Parker  is  being  assisted 
by  the  pastor,  the  Rev.  W.  L.  Bronson. 

On  Saturday  night,  at  6  p.m.,  a  cover- 
ed-dish supper  will  be  served.  This  meal 
will  precede  the  concluding  service  of 
the  revival.  The  public  is  cordially  in- 
vited to  attend  the  remaining  services 
as  well  as  the  covered-dish  supper.  A 
good  time  in  Christian  fellowship  is  ex- 
pected. 


Scott  Sowers  to  Conduct 
Hickory  Grove  Revival 


The  Rev.  Scott  Sowers  will  be  the  visit- 
ing evangelist  for  revival  services  at  the 
Hickory  Grove  Free  Will  Baptist  Church 
located  on  Highway  33,  between  Stokes 
and  Bethel  (Whitehurst  Station),  North 
Carolina,  the  week  of  April  8-13.  Ser- 
vices will  begin  each  evening  at  7:45 
with  the  pastor,  the  Rev.  Hubert  Burress, 
assisting  Mr.  Sowers.  Special  music  will 
be  a  feature  of  each  service. 

During  the  week  the  following  nights 
will  be  observed:  Family  Night,  Youth 
Night,  Sunday  School  Night,  Woman's 
Auxiliary  Night,  Men's  Night,  and  Ladies' 


Night.  Everyone  is  cordially  invited  m 
attend. 

Spring  Revival  at  Owen's 
Chapel  in  Progress 

The  spring  revival  at  Owen's  Chape 
Free  Will  Baptist  Church,  Route  3,  Elirj 
City,  North  Carolina,  is  in  progress  this! 
week,  continuing  through  Saturday  even 
ing,  April  6.  Services  are  beginning 
each  evening  at  8  o'clock  with  the  Rev, 
Lloyd  Gore  of  Morehead  City,  North, 
Carolina,  as  the  guest  speaker.  Special 
music  is  being  rendered  nightly.  Every 
one  is  invited  to  attend  the  remainder  ol 
these  services. 

First  Church,  Wilmington 

To  Observe  Pre-Easter  Services 

The  First  Free  Will  Baptist  Church  la 
cated  at  4602  South  College  Road,  Wil- 
mington, North  Carolina,  will  hold  a  Pre- 
Easter  season  of  prayer,  beginning  April 
8  and  continuing  through  April  10.  Ser- 
vices will  begin  at  7:30  each  evening, 
and  the  public  is  issued  a  cordial  invita- 
tion to  be  in  attendance. 

Shiloh  Church  to  Host 
Albemarle  Youth  Rally 

The  Shiloh  Free  Will  Baptist  Church, 
Pinetown,  North  Carolina,  will  host  the 


Coming  Events  .  .  . 

April  5-7-Free  Will  Baptist  Camp-Out; 
Eagles  Nest  Conference  Center,  Mount 
Olive  College,  Mount  Olive,  North  Caro-; 
lina 

April  10-Cape  Fear  Woman's  Auxiliary,! 
Convention,  Oak  Grove  Free  Will  Bap-> 
tist  Church,  Newton  Grove,  North* 
Carolina 

April  18-Albemarle  Woman's  Auxiliary- 
Convention,  Sidney  Free  Will  Baptist 
Church,  Route  2,  Belhaven,  North 
Carolina 

April  20-North  Carolina  State  Sunday 
School  Convention,  Mount  Olive  Col- 
lege, Mount  Olive,  North  Carolina;  Reg- 
istration, 9  A.  M. 

May  4— Christian  Music  Festival,  Eagles 
Nest  Conference  Center,  Mount  Olive 
College,  Mount  Olive,  North  Carolina 

May  5— Christian  Music  Festival  and  Dedi- 
cation of  Eagles  Nest  Conference  Cen- 
ter, Mount  Olive  College 

Mav  9_North  Carolina  State  Woman's 
Auxiliary  Convention,  Oak  Grove  Free 
Will  BaDtist  Church  located  between 
Elizabethtown  and  Bladenboro,  North 
Carolina 
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ilbemarle  Conference  Youth  Rally  Satur- 
ay  night,  April  13,  beginning  at  7:30. 
II  youth  groups  or  individuals  who 
lould  like  to  participate  in  the  rally  are 
,rged  to  attend.  Following  the  rally  re- 
freshments will  be  served  by  the  host 
Ipurch. 

I  The  host  pastor,  the  Rev.  Marvin  R. 
'  Vaters,  and  the  church  members  invite 
Iveryone  to  attend  and  enjoy  the  Chris- 
Ian  fellowship. 

levival  Services  at 
iney  Grove  Church 


The  Piney  Grove  Free  Will  Baptist 
Church  of  Albertson,  North  Carolina,  an- 
nounces its  spring  revival  for  the  week 
bf  April  7-12,  beginning  each  evening  at 
(7:30.  The  guest  speaker  for  this  series 
)f  services  will  be  the  Rev.  Joseph  In- 
gram of  Goldsboro,  North  Carolina.  Mr. 
ngram  will  be  assisted  by  the  pastor, 
Hie  Rev.  Frank  Harrison.  There  will  be 
special  singing  each  evening, 
i  The  pastor  and  the  church  members 

■  extend  a  warm  welcome  to  all  neighbor- 
ing churches  and  friends  to  attend.  They 
jrequest  your  prayers  that  God's  will  be 
Idone  throughout  the  meeting  and  many 
'  souls  will  be  won  for  Christ. 

Taylor  Hill  Conducting 
Wintergreen  Revival 

1  The  Rev.  Taylor  Hill  of  Fayetteville, 
!  iNorth  Carolina  is  the  guest  minister  for 
'jrevival  services  now  in  progress  at  the 
'Wintergreen  Free  Will  Baptist  Church, 
j Route  1,  Cove  City,  North  Carolina.  The 
services,  beginning  each  evening  at  7:30, 
i  will  continue  through  Saturday  evening, 

■  April  6.    The   pastor,  the   Rev.  Rudy 
Shepard,  who  is  assisting  in  the  service, 

1  along  with  the  church  members,  invites 
i  everyone  to  attend  the  remainder  of 
these  services. 


Ayden  Church  Announces 
Spnng  Revival 

The  Ayden,  North  Carolina,  Free  Will 
Baptist  Church  announces  its  spring  re- 
vival for  the  week  of  April  15-20.  Ser- 
vices will  begin  each  evening  at  7:30 
with  the  Rev.  Jack  Mayo  of  Winterville, 
North  Carolina,  as  the  guest  speaker. 
The  pastor,  the  Rev.  C.  H.  Overman,  will 
assist  in  the  services  which  will  feature 
special  music  each  evening.  He  and  the 
church  membership  extend  to  everyone  a 
warm  welcome  to  attend  these  services 
and  all  the  other  services  of  the  church 
you  possibly  can. 

J.  B.  Starnes  to  Conduct 
Elm  Grove  Revival 

The  Elm  Grove  Free  Will  Baptist 
Church,  Route  3,  Ayden,  announces  re- 
vival services  to  be  held  the  week  of 
April  8-13,  beginning  each  evening  at  8 
p.m.  The  visiting  evangelist  will  be  the 
Rev.  J.  B.  Starnes,  pastor  of  the  Holly 
Springs  Free  Will  Baptist  Church  at  New- 
port, North  Carolina.  Mr.  Starnes  will 
be  assisted  in  the  services  by  the  pastor 
of  Elm  Grove,  the  Rev.  Kemery  Ard. 

A  cordial  invitation  is  extended  every- 
one to  come  and  enjoy  good  preaching 
and  special  music  each  evening. 

Revival  Services  in  Progress 
At  the  Smyrna  Church 

Revival  services  are  in  progress  this 
week  at  the  Smyrna  Free  Will  Baptist 
Church,  Blounts  Creek,  North  Carolina, 
and  will  continue  through  Saturday  even- 
ing, April  6.  Services  are  beginning 
each  evening  at  7:30  with  the  Rev.  Noah 
Brown  as  the  visiting  evangelist.  The 
pastor,  the  Rev.  Joe  Edwards,  and  the 
church  membership  cordially  invite 
everyone  to  attend  the  remainder  of 
these  services.  Especially  are  local 
churches  invited  to  attend  and  render 
special  music. 

Pleasant  Hill  Revival 
In  Progress 

The  Rev.  J.  Stewart  Humphrey  is  the 
guest  minister  for  revival  services  now 
in  progress  at  the  Pleasant  Hill  Free  Will 
Baptist  Church  located  on  Highway  43 
near  Calico  Cross  Roads,  Pitt  County, 
North  Carolina.  The  services,  beginning 
each  evening  at  7:45,  will  continue 
through  Friday  evening,  April  5.  The 
pastor,  the  Rev.  W.  H.  Willis,  is  assisting 
in  the  services.  Along  with  good  preach- 
ing, special  music  is  being  rendered  each 
evening.  The  public  is  invited  to  attend 
the  remaining  nights  of  these  services. 


Harold  Jones  to  Conduct 
Saratoga  Revival 

Serving  as  guest  evangelist  for  spring 
revival  services  at  the  Saratoga,  North 
Carolina,  Free  Will  Baptist  Church,  April 
8-12,  will  be  the  Rev.  Harold  Jones,  mis- 
sionary to  the  Philippines.  The  time  of 
the  services  is  8  p.m.,  and  special  music 
will  be  featured  nightly. 

The  Rev.  Larry  Barbour,  the  pastor  of 
the  Saratoga  church,  and  the  congrega- 
tion issue  a  cordial  invitation  to  the  pub- 
lic to  be  in  attendance. 


Albemarle  Conference 
Resolutions 

In  the  last  session  of  the  Albemarle 
Conference  a  resolution  was  passed  as 
follows: 

Be  it  resolved  that  each  minister  com- 
ing into  the  conference,  either  as  a  mem- 
ber or  a  pastor  of  a  church  within  the 
conference,  be  required  to  sign  a  Minis- 
terial Code  of  Ethics  and  clear  himself 
with  the  Board  of  Ordination  of  the  con- 
ference. 

Be  it  further  resolved  that  all  church- 
es within  the  conference  be  notified  of 
this  action  by  the  conference,-  also  a 
copy  of  this  resolution  be  published  in 
"The  Free  Will  Baptist." 

Respectfully  submitted, 
Oscar  Webster,  Secretary 
Albemarle  Conference 


Woman's  Auxiliary 

(continued  from  page  five) 

Mrs.  Jack  Dail  introduced  the  three 
entrants  in  the  declamation  contest:  Pam 
Strom  of  the  Ayden  church,  Cheryl  Eason 
of  Aspen  Grove  church,  and  Valerie  Wood 
of  Grimsley  church.  Each  spoke  on  the 
topic,  "Prayer  Is." 

During  chorus  time  we  sang  such 
favorites  as  "Pass  It  On"  and  "Let  There 
Be  Peace."  We  also  learned  some  new 
tunes  like  "Now  Let  Us  Sing"  and  "Alle- 
luia." 

After  praying  together  the  Lord's 
Prayer,  we  entered  into  the  business  ses- 
sion. The  secretary  read  the  minutes 
of  the  last  meeting  held  at  the  Marlboro 
church.  Cheryl  Eason,  treasurer,  report- 
ed the  offering  received  that  day  was 
$170.89,  making  a  balance  in  the  treas- 
ury of  $390.90.  There  was  not  any  old 
business. 

An  invitation  was   extended   to  all 
(continued  on  page  ten) 
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FREE  WILL  BAPTIST  CHILDREN'S  HOME 

"A  Christian  Home  for  Boys  and  Girls" 

MIDDLESEX,  NORTH  CVROLINA  27557 

Phone  (919)  235-4079 

MR.  SAMMY  WEEKS,  Superintendent 


Religious 
Contributions 
February,  1974 

The  following  is  a  list  of  religious 
contributions  to  the  Children's  Home  for 
the  month  of  February. 


Albemarle  Conference 


Free  Union 

$ 

*;n  nn 

Hickory  Chapel 

150.00 

Malachi's  Chapel 

50.00 

Mt.  Tabor 

74.23 

Sidney 

25.00 

W.  A.  Convention 

216.00 

Total 

$ 

565.23 

Cape  Fear  Conference 

Bethel 

$ 

19.00 

Casey's  Chapel 

188.30 

Eastwood 

20.00 

Goldsboro 

50.00 

Johnston  Union 

43.85 

Lanwood  Chapel 

11.00 

Lee's  Chapel 

25.00 

Powhatan 

20.00 

St.  Mary's  Grove 

205.00 

Shady  Grove 

25.00 

Smithfield 

18.00 

Total 

$ 

625.15 

Central  Conference 


Aspen  Grove 

$  326.00 

Ayden 

355.00 

Bethany 

68.37 

Black  Jack 

65.00 

Community 

82.65 

Dilda's  Grove 

239.70 

Edgewood 

5.00 

Elm  Grove 

9.21 

Free  Union 

418.00 

Friendship 

60.54 

Greenville,  First 

100.00 

Harrell's  Chapel 

20.00 

Hickory  Grove 

15.00 

Hull  Road 

230.00 

Little  Creek 

110.00 

Fourth  Union  S.  S.  Convention 

40.00 

Ormondsville 

25.00 

Peace 

25.69 

Reedy  Branch 

55.00 

Rose  Hill  50.00 


Tarboro 

100.00 

Winterville 

131.89 

Total 

$2,532.05 

Eastern  Conference 

Antioch 

$  40.00 

ArflDflhnp 

#11  UUQI IUC 

inn  nn 

Deinienem 

i  7q  in 
1  /o.oU 

Bethel 

21.00 

British  Chapel 

105.00 

Core  Creek 

89.50 

Crab  Point 

30.00 

Davis 

5.00 

Deep  Run 

4.00 

Dublin  Grove 

37.88 

Friendship 

30.83 

Hillsberry 

10.00 

Holly  Springs 

25.00 

Juniper  Chapel 

5.00 

Kinston 

70.00 

Lanier's  Chapel 

20.00 

District  W.  A.  Convention 

132.00 

Third  Union 

50.00 

Eula  Jones 

5.00 

Macedonia 

100.00 

May's  Chapel 

60.00 

Memorial 

75.00 

ivlUoclcy  o  LIccK. 

on  nn 
zU.UU 

Mt.  Zion  (Pamlico) 

61.88 

New  Bethlehem 

25.92 

INcW  ndVcn 

4  1 . 1  o 

1  ^  nn 

Oak  Grove 

10.00 

Oriental 

69.49 

Pearsall's  Chapel 

298.43 

Rock  of  Zion 

30.00 

Saint's  Delight 

22.24 

Smyrna 

50.00 

Sneads  Ferry 

45.00 

Sound  View 

49.35 

Spring  Hope 

90.36 

St.  Mary's 

78.28 

Trent 

17.50 

Vanceboro 

10.00 

Warden's  Grove 

235.15 

Whaley's  Chapel 

45.00 

Total 

$2,399.54 

Piedmont  Conference 

Christ 

$  10.00 

W.  A.  Convention  lO.Gii 
Total  $  20.0( 


Western  Conference 


Barnes  Hill 

$  10.01 

Branch  Chapel 

73.5; 

Calvary 

300.0( 

Everett's  Chapel 

96.4( 

Fremont 

20.01 

Friendship 

5.0( 

Kenly 

15.1 

Little  Rock 

90.1 

Marsh  Swamp 

85.4 

Micro 

27.0! 

Milbournie 

83.1 

Mt.  Zion  (Nash) 

43.9! 

Western  District  YFA 

20:1 

New  Sandy  Hill 

50.1 

People's  Chapel 

5.J 

Pine  Level 

75.0C 

Piney  Grove 

35.0(i 

Pleasant  Grove 

35.0C 

Pleasant  Hill 

64.19 

Pleasant  Plain 

50.79 

Rains  Cross  Roads 

15.0Ci 

Rosebud 

5.0C 

Sherron  Acres 

125.0C 

Spring  Hill 

100.0C 

Stancil's  Chapel 

54.3C 

Stoney  Creek 

40.0C 

Stony  Hill 

25.00 

St.  Mary's 

365.76 

Union  Chapel 

65.00 

Union  Grove 

110.00 

Unity 

12.65 

Wilson 

264.00 

Total  $2,456.32 
Other  Religious  Contributions  $  204.26 
Total  Religious  Contributions  $8,802.55 
Memorials 

Mr.  I.  L.  Health,  by  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Tyson: 
Bilbro 

Mrs.  Ethel  Lee,  by  Mr.  and  Mrs.  W.  S. 

Williams  Jr. 
Mrs.  Emma  Casey,  by  Mrs.  H.  H.  Casey 

Jr. 

Mrs.  Lina  Fulcher,  by  Trent  Free  Will 

Baptist  Church 
Mrs.  Daisy  Baker,  by  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Frank 

Peadon 

Mr.  Kermit  Brame,  by  Mr.  and  Mrs.  R. 
L.  Barnes  Jr.,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  W.  L.  Ful- 
ghum,  and  Mr.  and  Mrs.  S.  C.  Cole- 
man. 

Total  $85.50 


A  politician  who  had  changed  his 
views  rather  radically  was  congratulated 
by  a  colleague.  "I'm  elad  vou've  seen 
the  light,"  he  said.  "I  didn't  see  the 
light,"  came  the  reply.  "I  felt  the  heat." 
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!    Seventy  Faithful 
^  Workers 

The  following  is  a  list  of  present  and 
W  -mer  Board  of  Trustee  members  which 
ft!  published  for  use  with  the  recent  ar- 
^  le  in  the  "Baptist"  regarding  contri- 
^  tions  to  the  Trustee  Endowment  Me- 
M  )rial  Fund: 

5.1  Present  Board  of  Trustee  members 
5.i  ■!:  the  Rev.  A.  Graham  Lane,  Mr.  Billy 
M    Dilday,  Mrs.  E.  C.  Davenport,  Mrs. 
M  ma  Dale,  Mr.  A.  G.  Glover  Jr.,  the  Rev. 
'•I  mes  B.  Hardee,  the  Rev.  0.  B.  Jones, 
M  r.  Reginald  Styron,  Mr.  Linwood  Cobb, 
'.  Oscar  Webster,  the  Rev.  David  C. 
Kinsley,  and  the  Rev.  Henry  Armstrong. 
U  Former  Board  of  Trustee  members 
'ft  ire:  Mr.  Leslie  Hawley,  Mr.  J.  C.  Boyd, 
■ft  r.  Delmar  Keech,  the  Rev.  E.  E.  Edwards, 
ft  r.  J.  G.  Howell,  the  Rev.  S.  A.  Smith, 
ft  e  Rev.  Bruce  Dudley,  the  Rev.  Walter 
1!  rter,  the  Rev.  Luther  Swinson,  the 
71  v.  Elbert  Prescott,  the  Rev.  Bruce  Bar- 
«  w,  Mrs.  J.  C.  Moye,  Mr.  R.  L.  Spencer, 
r.  W.  J.  Langdon,  Mr.  H.  M.  Mallard, 
e  Rev.  C.  B.  Hansley,  Mr.  Guy  Boyette, 
r.  R.  E.  Bynum,  Mr.  Jesse  Gay,  Dr.  M. 
nnant,  the  Rev.  M.  L.  Baxley,  the  Rev. 
.  H.  Calvert,  Mr.  R.  McLeod,  Mr.  Levi 
II,  the  Rev.  J.  C.  Moye,  Mr.  Warren 
ickson,  Mr.  W.  A.  Sawyer,  the  Rev.  R. 
Hinnant,  the  Rev.  D.  W.  Alexander,  the 
;v.  R.  H.  Jackson,  the  Rev.  J.  W.  Alford, 
e  Rev.  Paul  Brown,  the  Rev.  Wayne 
rrith,  the  Rev.  M.  L.  Johnson,  the  Rev. 
.  L.  Moretz,  Mr.  J.  W.  Bowen,  the  Rev. 
B.  Manning,  the  Rev.  E.  0.  Connelly, 
lie  Rev.  James  A.  Evans,  Mr.  H.  C.  Wood, 
r.  W.  A.  Jackson,  Mr.  C.  A.  Fitzgerald, 
r.  R.  L.  Little,  the  Rev.  R.  V.  Self,  the 
3v.  J.  C.  Griffin,  Mr.  B.  P.  Parks,  Mr.  D. 

Parker,  Mr.  Wiley  Lamm,  the  Rev.  B. 
,  Deans,  Mr.  W.  W.  Ballard,  the  Rev.  R. 
Worthington,  Mr.  A.  T.  Dawson,  the 
jv.  S.  H.  Styron,  the  Rev.  J.  F.  Casey, 
ie  Rev.  W.  R.  Coates,  the  Rev.  M.  C. 
rescott,  the  Rev.  J.  E.  Davis,  and  Mr. 
J.  Braxton. 

If  any  reader  is  interested  in  making 
(contribution  in  memory  or  in  honor  of 
jiese  faithful  workers,  you  may  do  so 
y  sending  earmarked  funds  to  the  Chil- 
ren's  Home. 

I  This  list  may  or  may  not  be  all  inclu- 
de. If  any  reader  notices  an  error  or 
n  omission  on  this  list,  then  please 
otify  the  Home's  superintendent. 


We  destroyed  an  enemy  the  other 
ay.  Ordinarily  you'd  think  one 
louldn't  gloat  over  such  things,  but 
e  made  this  enemy  our  friend. 


BOOKS  OF  THE  OLD  TESTAMENT 


by  Miss  Lena  Kay  Branch 
Winterville,  North  Carolina 
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Genesis  Nehemiah  Hosea 

Exodus  Esther  Joel 

Leviticus  Job  Amos 

Numbers  psalms  Obadiah 

Deuteronomy  Proverbs  Jonah 

Joshua  Ecclesiastes  Micah 

Judges  Solomon  Nahum 

Ruth  Isaiah  Habakkuk 

Samuel  Jeremiah  Zephaniah 

Kings  Lamentations  Haggai 

Chronicles  Ezekiel  Zechariah 

Ezra  Daniel  Malachi 


HE  FREE  WILL  BAPTIST 


9 


Unmitigated 


by  the  Rev.  R.  P.  Harris 


Scriptural  Basis:  "Let  us  hear  the  con- 
clusion of  the  whole  matter  (the  realm 
of  human  concern):  Fear  God,  and  keep 
the  commandments:  for  this  is  the  whole 
duty  of  man"  (Ecclesiastes  12:13). 

THE  WHOLE  DUTY  OF  MAN  INCLUDES  THE 
STUDY  OF  THE  BIBLE 

The  Holy  Bible  is  God's  written  Word 
to  all  men.  It  is  the  sincere  milk  of  the 
Word  to  all  young  Christians  and  the 
sincere  meat  of  the  Word  to  all  mature 
Christians.  It  is  the  kind  of  life-giving 
and  life-sustaining  power  which  Chris- 
tians in  the  Spirit  of  the  Lord  must  have. 
The  Word  of  God  is  meat  and  drink  for 
the  soul  and  is  vital  to  its  existence. 
There  is  no  other  source  which  can  satis- 
fy this  hunger  and  thirst  of  the  soul. 
Man  needs  spiritual  food  more  than  he 
needs  anything  else  in  this  world— more 
than  physical  food  or  any  other  thing 
this  physical  life  enjoys  or  needs. 

It  is  the  duty  of  man  to  study  the 
Word  of  God  so  that  he  might  become 
approved  of  God.  Paul,  in  his  letter  to 
Timothy  (2  Timothy  2:15),  admonishes 
Timothy  to  "Study  to  shew  thyself  ap- 
proved unto  God,  a  workman  that  need- 
eth  not  to  be  ashamed,  rightly  dividing 
the  word  of  truth."  ".  .  .  the  word  of 
God  is  quick,  and  powerful,  and  sharper 
than  any  twoedged  sword,  .  .  ."  (He- 
brews 4:12).  The  Word  of  God  is  food 
for  the  soul  and  is  a  weapon  of  defense. 
In  fact,  the  Word  of  God  is  to  the  soul 
what  the  factors  of  environment  are  to 
the  physical  life.  These  factors  must 
cooperate  to  sustain  and  beautify  all  of 
physical  life.  The  knowledge  and  use  of 
God's  Word  is  absolutely  vital  to  our 
spiritual  growth  and  development. 

When  we  study  God's  Word  we  are 
able  to  identify  the  evil  and  wicked 
things  the  devil  wants  us  to  have.  For 
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New  Growth 


BY  MRS.  ROYCE  MATTHEWS  M 

For  two  thousand  years  Pilate  has  been 
judged  for  the  part  he  played  in  the  cru- 
cifixion. It  is  easy  for  us  to  pronounce 
him  guilty  of  mishandling  justice  as  we 
look  in  retrospect. 

Let's  suppose  the  crucifixion  happen- 
ed today  in  our  country,  then  maybe  we 
can  understand  Pilate's  situation  better. 

You  are  an  appointed  governor  of  a 
little  obscure  state.  The  state  is  popu- 
lated with  an  underprivileged  race  sub- 
ject to  you  and  your  government.  You 
take  your  orders  from  the  President  in 
Washington,  D.  C. 

In  order  to  secure  your  political  posi- 
tion, you  are  careful  in  carrying  out  your 
assignment,  hoping  soon  to  be  reassign- 
ed to  a  more  affluent  post,  maybe  in  the 
big  metropolitan  area  of  Atlanta.  Your 
wife,  unhappy  with  the  situation,  does 
all  within  her  power  to  be  an  asset  to 
your  political  career. 

The  minority  race  in  your  state  is  a 
clannish  bunch.  From  fear  of  your  gov- 
ernment, they  handle  their  grievances 
within  themselves.  They  know  that  any 
offense  means  brutal  execution  by  your 
expertly  trained  soldiers. 


example,  the  Holy  Bible  gives  specific 
commandments  as  to  what  man  shall  or 
shall  not  eat,  drink,  wear,  or  in  anyway 
indulge  in.  The  Bible  teaches  that  "The 
way  of  the  wicked  is  an  abomination  un- 
to the  LORD:  .  .  ."  (Proverbs  15:9).  Since 
God  has  made  it  clear  in  His  Word  that 
men  shall  not  dress  or  groom  themselves 
to  take  the  appearance  of  a  woman, 
neither  is  the  woman  to  wear  clothes 
which  take  on  the  likeness  of  man's  ap- 
parel or  to  cut  her  hair  so  that  it  looks 
like  a  man's.  These  practices  are  an 
abomination  unto  God. 

Furthermore,  God  has  made  it  clear  in 
His  Word  that  the  Christian's  body  is  the 
temple  of  the  Holy  Ghost.  God  does  not 
overlook  the  sin  of  temple  desecration. 
In  fact,  in  the  days  of  the  kings  God  had 
people  put  to  death  if  they  defiled  the 
temple  or  offered  strange  fire  upon  the 
altar.  As  Christians  we  are  to  purge 
ourselves  from  all  evil  things,  even  the 
things  that  merely  appear  evil. 

What  do  you  say?  Shall  we  commit 
ourselves  to  a  general  housecleaning  and 
throw  out  the  trash?  or  shall  we  live  in 
our  filth  and  die  in  desperation? 


You  hear  rumblings  from  this  minomj 
race.  Some  say  they  are  going  to  ove 
throw  your  government  and  set  one 
their  own  up  as  king.  On  the  othf 
hand,  the  religious  leaders  are  callii 
the  chosen  one  a  blasphemer.  What  w 
the  President  do  when  he  hears  of  thi; 
If  you  can't  control  the  people  of  th 
little  state,  you  see  your  promisir 
political  future  turn  to  ashes. 

Your  wife  warns  you  of  a  dream  si 
has  had.  "This  Man  who  claims  to  I 
the  King  of  the  Jews  could  mean  yoil 
ruin.  Don't  have  anything  to  do  wit 
Him,"  she  says. 

But  the  choice  isn't  yours  to  mak 
You  are  awakened  during  the  night.  TH 
religious  leaders  have  brought  Him  f<j 
trial.  You  question  Him,  but  it  seen 
His  answers  put  you  on  trial. 

You  can  find  no  fault  in  Him.  Yq 
try  every  way  possible  to  bypass  bein! 
His  judge,  but  He  is  handed  back  to  ycf 
again  and  again. 

You  know  He  is  innocent,  but  you  fee; 
that  if  this  race  of  people  gets  stirre^ 
up,  it  could  mean  trouble  with  the  Pres! 
dent  and  your  future.  After  all,  thi 
wouldn't  be  the  first  innocent  man  whf 
had  been  hurt  because  of  your  aspiration} 
for  political  success. 

Finally,  you  call  for  a  basin  and  towe' 
You  wash  your  hands,  symbolizing  Hi, 
blood  is  not  on  your  hands,  but  their; 
But  it  is  on  yours! 

The  angry  mob  marches  away  witi 
Him,  screaming  for  His  blood. 

Try  to  imagine  how  you  would  fee 
trying  to  wash  the  blood  from  your  hand 
that  won't  wash  away. 

Is  it  easy  now  to  pronounce  sentenci 
on  Pilate?  At  least  he  didn't  know  th 
significance  of  the  event. 

But  you  and  I  do  know.  And  ever^j 
time  we  compromise  truth  and  right  fo 
our  own  selfish  reasons,  we  become  ar 
other  Pilate,  releasing  Jesus  to  an  angr 
mob  to  be  crucified  afresh. 


Woman's  Auxiliary 

(continued  from  page  seven) 

youth  to  attend  the  singspiration  to  b 
held  at  the  Eagles  Nest  Conference  Cer 
ter  at  Mount  Olive  College  on  May  A 
Each  group  is  requested  to  have  at  leas 
one  singing  group  to  participate  in  thi 
singspiration.  You  are  requested  to  sea 
the  name  of  your  group  to  the  presidenl 
Miss  Faith  Langley,  Route  1,  Box  385 
Fountain,  North  Carolina  27829,  aheai 
of  time.  One  of  the  major  items  of  nev 
(continued  on  page  fifteen) 
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BIBLE 


QUESTIONS 

and 
ANSWERS 


Conducted  by  J.  P.  BARROW 
Route  1,  Box  475,  LaGrange,  North  Carolina  28551 


Question:  What  is  meant  by  the  words 
j!  John  the  Baptist,  "I  indeed  baptize 

Kj  with  water  unto  repentance:  but  he 
Jit  cometh  after  me  is  mightier  than  I, 
Jiose  shoes  I  am  not  worthy  to  bear:  he 

tall  baptize  you  with  the  Holy  Ghost, 
fU  with  fire"  (Matthew  3:11)?  Is  a 
(■iever  baptized  with  fire  as  weii  as 
1  Holy  Ghost? 

{  Answer:  There  is  a  sense  in  which 
'Is  baptism  of  the  new  believer  may  be 
id  to  be  with  the  Holy  Ghost  even 
1th  fire;  that  is,  that  God's  baptism 
Inich  is  the  means  by  which  a  lost  sin- 
■r  upon  believing  is  thoroughly  cleans- 
1  and  implanted  into  the  body  of  Christ, 
find  if  thy  hand  offend  thee,  cut  it  off: 
||  is  better  for  thee  to  enter  into  life 
■B'med,  than  having  two  hands  to  go 
i"  hell,  into  the  fire  that  never  shall 
ft  quenched:  Where  their  worm  dieth 
lit,  and  the  fire  is  not  quenched.  And 
1  thy  foot  offend  thee,  cut  it  off:  it  is 
letter  for  thee  to  enter  halt  into  life, 
Man  having  two  feet  to  be  cast  into  hell, 
llto  the  fire  that  never  shall  be  quench- 
{i:  Where  their  worm  dieth  not,  and  the 
Ire  is  not  quenched.  And  if  thy  eye  of- 
nd  thee,  pluck  it  out:  it  is  better  for 
lee  to  enter  into  the  kingdom  of  God 
lith  one  eye,  than  having  two  eyes  to 
Ijb  cast  into  hell  fire:  Where  their  worm 
lieth  not,  and  the  fire  is  not  quenched. 
Sor  every  one  shall  be  salted  with  fire, 
;pd  every  sacrifice  shall  be  salted  with 
lit"  (Mark  9:43-49);  "Know  ye  not,  that 
p  many  of  us  as  were  baptized  into 
ijsus  Christ  were  baptized  into  his 
eath?  Therefore  we  are  buried  with 
Jim  by  baptism  into  death:  that  like  as 
jhrist  was  raised  up  from  the  dead  by 
ne  glory  of  the  Father,  even  so  we  also 
hould  walk  in  newness  of  life.  For  if 
have  been  planted  together  in  the 
jkeness  of  his  death,  we  shall  be  also  in 
he  likeness  of  his  resurrection:  Knowing 
his,  that  our  old  man  is  crucified  with 
iim,  that  the  body  of  sin  might  be  de- 
Itroyed,  that  henceforth  we  should  not 
ierve  sin.   For  he  that  is  dead  is  freed 


from  sin"  (Romans  6:3-7);  "For  ye  are  all 
the  children  of  God  by  faith  in  Christ 
Jesus.  For  as  many  of  you  as  have  been 
baptized  into  Christ  have  put  on  Christ" 
(Galatians  3:26,  27). 

Now  add  this  to  the  verse  in  the  ques- 
tion: "Whose  fan  is  in  his  hand,  and  he 
will  throughly  purge  his  floor,  and  gath- 
er his  wheat  into  the  garner;  but  he 
will  burn  up  the  chaff  with  unquench- 
able fire"  (Matthew  3:12).  He  purges 
not  only  the  chaff  which  is  the  old  na- 
ture from  the  believer  but,  "He  that  be- 
lieveth  on  the  Son  hath  everlasting  life: 
and  he  that  believeth  not  the  Son  shall 
not  see  life;  but  the  wrath  of  God  abid- 
eth  on  him"  (John  3:36).  Those  who  do 
not  come  for  salvation  must  meet  the 
judgment  or  the  wrath  of  God  without 
mercy. 

Believing  in  John  3:16,  36  is  exercis- 
ing faith.  Not  believing  is  that  com- 
placency that  causes  one  born  in  sin  to 
allow  the  nature  of  the  old  man  to  con- 
tinue to  dictate  what  a  person  shall  do 
and  how  he  acts  toward  God  and  God's 
Word.  He  may  simply  do  nothing  about 
His  spiritual  status  and,  like  the  rich 
man  in  the  story  of  the  rich  man  and 
Lazarus,  we  do  not  know  that  he  pre- 
tended to  do  anything  religiously,  either 
good  or  bad.  The  Bible  simply  says  of 
him,  ".  .  .  the  rich  man  also  died,  and 
was  buried:  And  in  hell  he  lift  up  his 
eyes,  being  in  torments,  .  .  ."  (Luke  16: 
22,  23).  The  same  fact  is  brought  out 
in  ".  .  .  and  he  that  believeth  not  the 
Son  shall  not  see  life;  but  the  wrath  of 
God  abideth  (continues)  on  him"  (John 
3:36).  This  wrath  needs  not  to  come 
from  any  other  source  for  we,  born  since 
Adam's  transgression,  are  all  like  David 
who  says  under  the  influence  of  the 
Holy  Spirit,  "Behold,  I  was  shapen  in 
iniquity,-  and  in  sin  did  my  mother  con- 
ceive me"  (Psalm  51 -.5). 

David  also  said  under  this  influence  of 
his  infant  son  that  died  before  reaching 
the  age  of  accountability:  "But  now  he 
is  dead,  wherefore  should  I  fast?  can  I 


bring  him  back  again?  I  shall  go  to 
him,  but  he  shall  not  return  to  me"  (2 
Samuel  12:23).  If  David,  a  saint  of  God 
under  the  inspiration  of  the  Holy  Spirit, 
knew  that  his  infant  son  being  dead 
could  not  come  to  him,  but  that  he 
would,  under  God's  grace,  go  to  the  son 
when  he  was  through  with  this  life's 
toils  and  difficulties,  may  we  not  as- 
sume the  same  for  all  children  depart- 
ing this  life  before  they  are  old  enough 
to  reach  the  age  of  accountability?  I 
think  so,  and  so  do  many  of  the  best 
Bible  scholars. 

Here  is  what  Louis  T.  Talbot,  D.  D., 
says  in  his  book,  Bible  Questions  Explain- 
ed, on  a  similar  question  on  Pages  132, 

133: 

"John  was  speaking  to  a  mixed  com- 
pany of  the  saved  and  the  unsaved.  The 
saved  were  to  be  baptized  with  the  Holy 
Spirit.  The  unsaved  were  to  be  bap- 
tized with  the  fire  of  judgment  at  the 
return  of  Christ.  Verse  12  makes  it 
very  clear  that  this  is  the  meaning  of 
John's  words:  'Whose  fan  is  in  his  hand, 
and  he  will  thoroughly  purge  his  floor, 
and  gather  his  wheat  into  the  garner,-  but 
he  will  burn  up  the  chaff  with  unquench- 
able fire.'  The  doctrine  concerning  the 
church,  revealed  later  by  Paul,  comes  in 
between  the  preaching  of  John  the  Bap- 
tist and  the  return  of  Christ  in  glory. 

"You  will  note  in  Acts  1:4,  5  that, 
just  before  His  ascension  into  heaven,  our 
Lord  referred  to  John's  words,  and  told 
His  disciples  to  'tarry  in  Jerusalem'  to 
'wait  for  the  promise  of  the  Father.' 
Then  He  added,  'For  John  truly  baptized 
with  water;  but  ye  shall  be  baptized 
with  the  Holy  Ghost  not  many  days 
hence.'  In  addressing  believers,  the  risen 
Lord  made  no  reference  to  fire,-  for  be- 
lievers shall  not  'come  into  judgment,' 
but  have  'passed  out  of  death  into  life' 
(John  5:24). 

"Compare  these  passages  with  2  Thes- 
salonians  1:7-9:  'The  Lord  Jesus  shall 
be  revealed  from  heaven  with  his  mighty 
angels,  in  flaming  fire  taking  vengeance 
on  them  that  know  not  God,  and  that 
obey  not  the  gospel  of  our  Lord  Jesus 
Christ:  who  shall  be  punished  with  ever- 
lasting destruction  from  the  presence  of 
the  Lord,  and  from  the  glory  of  his 
power.' " 

When  Jesus  returns  in  what  we  call 
the  second  coming  it  will  not  be  for  the 
purpose  of  taking  our  place  in  judgment, 
as  He  did  on  the  Cross,  but  it  will  be  to 
receive  His  own  and  to  deal  in  judgment 
with  those  who  in  their  final  oppor- 
tunity to  receive  Him  reject  Him.  This 
(continued  on  page  twelve) 
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STORIES 

for  our  youth 


THE  MINIATURE 
CALVARY 

RAYMOND  L.  COX 

I'M  happy  that  you  received  Jesus  as 
your  Saviour  this  morning,"  Betty 
Wilson  told  her  friend  Doris  Hanson  as 
the  girls  emerged  from  the  juniors'  class- 
room of  their  Sunday  school. 

"I'm  glad  you  invited  me  to  Sunday 
school,  Betty,"  Doris  replied  with  a 
smile.  "The  first  few  weeks  I  came 
seemed  almost  a  bore,  but  our  teacher 
showed  such  an  interest  in  me  that  I 
kept  coming  back." 

"Mrs.  Grady  is  like  that,"  agreed  Bet- 
ty. "She  tries  so  hard  to  win  to  Christ 
every  pupil  who  comes  to  her  class." 

Five  minutes  later  Doris  slipped  into 
a  pew  beside  Betty,  who  had  joined  the 
rest  of  her  family  in  the  sanctuary.  The 
songs  were  different  from  those  sung 
in  the  junior  department  of  the  Sunday 
school.  Doris  tried  to  follow  them  from 
the  hymnbook.  She  enjoyed  the  music 
by  the  choir,  and  the  preacher's  sermon 
proved  mostly  understandable.  But  fol- 
lowing the  message,  the  congregation 
observed  the  Lord's  Supper.  Doris  had 
never  even  heard  of  a  communion  ser- 
vice. 

After  the  service,  Betty  asked  her 
parents,  "May  I  walk  home  with  Doris?" 
She  sensed  bewilderment  in  her  friend's 
mind.  On  the  way,  Doris  remained 
strangely  silent.  "Something  in  the 
church  service  bothered  you,  didn't  it?" 
Betty  inquired.  "Was  it  the  commun- 
ion?" 

"Is  that  what  you  call  the  bread  and 
grape  juice?"  Doris  asked.  "I  didn't 
take  any,  because  I  don't  know  what  it 
means." 

"You  did  right,  Doris,"  her  friend  re- 
marked kindly.  "I'll  try  to  explain  it  to 
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you."  Betty  related  how  the  morsel  of 
bread  is  a  symbol  of  Christ's  broken  body 
and  how  the  grape  juice  is  an  emblem  of 
Jesus'  shed  blood.  But  Doris  still  did 
not  seem  to  understand. 

"Do  you  do  this  in  every  service?"  the 
new  convert  inquired. 

"Our  church  observes  communion  once 
a  month— on  the  first  Sunday,"  replied 
Betty.  "Mrs.  Grady  told  us  that  some 
churches  have  it  once  a  week.  Others 
have  it  once  every  three  months,  and 
still  others  observe  it  once  a  year.  A 
few  churches  do  not  observe  it  at  all. 
We  had  a  lesson  about  the  Lord's  Supper 
just  a  few  Sundays  before  you  started 
attending  our  class.  I  wish  you  could 
have  seen  it." 

"Seen  it?"  Doris  retorted.  "Don't  you 
mean  'heard  it'?" 

"I  wish  you  could  have  seen  and  heard 
it,"  Betty  corrected.  "The  teacher  il- 
lustrated it  with  an  object  lesson." 

"I  wish  I  had  started  going  to  Sunday 
school  sooner,"  Doris  agreed. 

"I'm  sure  Mrs.  Grady  would  be  glad 
to  have  you  over  to  her  house  to  explain 
communion  the  way  she  did  in  class," 
Betty  volunteered.  "She  keeps  all  the 
objects  she  uses." 

A  few  days  later,  by  appointment, 
Doris  and  Betty  scampered  up  the  stair- 
case to  the  front  door  of  the  Gradys' 
home.  Their  teacher  responded  to  the 
summons  of  the  bell.  After  the  greet- 
ing, Mrs.  Grady  led  the  girls  to  a  table. 
"Betty,  you  always  have  learned  a  lot  in 
class,"  she  complimented.  "Why  don't 
you  explain  communion  to  Doris?  Here 
are  all  the  cutouts  I  used." 

Betty  muttered  a  hesitant,  "I'll  try." 
Then  she  stared  at  the  table  display. 
"Communion  means  a  miniature  Calvary. 
Isn't  that  what  you  said,  Mrs.  Grady?" 

The  Sunday  school  teacher  beamed 
and  nodded. 

"You  know  what  Calvary  means,  don't 
you,  Doris?"  Betty  continued. 


"Calvary  means  Jesus  died  for 
sins,"  Doris  replied. 

"Look  at  Christ  on  this  cross,"  Be 
suggested.  "Of  course,  it's  only  pap 
but  it  shows  the  event.  How  mc 
wounds  do  you  see?"  ! 

"One,  two,"  counted  Doris.  "A  r 
pierces  each  hand.  Both  His  feet  < 
pierced,  and  so  is  His  side.  That  mat 
five.  And  there  is  the  crown  of  thor 
too." 

"Can  you  see  how  His  body  is  bn 
en?"  Betty  asked.  "When  Jesus  serv 
the  first  Lord's  Supper,  He  broke  a  Ic 
and  said,  'This  is  my  body,  which 
broken  for  you'"  (1  Corinthians  11:2 
Betty  picked  up  the  cutout  of  a  brok 
loaf  and  set  it  beside  that  of  Christ 
the  cross." 

"But  what  about  the  cup?"  Doris  as 
ed. 

"You  can  see  the  blood  of  Jesus  flc 
ing  from  His  wounds  in  the  picture 
Betty  continued.  "Jesus  passed  the  ci; 
to  His  disciples  at  the  last  supper  ail 
said,  'This  is  my  blood  .  .  .  which  is  shil 
for  many'"  (Mark  14:24).  Betty  place 
the  cup  on  the  other  side  of  the  cros 
"So  when  Jesus  instituted  communi© 
He  dramatized  Calvary  in  miniature.  Ar 
the  Apostle  Paul  says  in  1  Corinthians  l; 
that  we  proclaim  the  Lord's  death  whe 
we  observe  the  Lord's  Supper." 

"Does  this  help  you  understand?! 
Mrs.  Grady  asked  Doris. 

"Jesus  died  for  me,"  the  new  conve; 
replied.  "His  body  was  broken.  H 
blood  was  shed.  The  communion  brea 
and  cup  are  symbols  of  His  death  for  oo 
sins.    Is  that  it?" 

"Exactly,"  Mrs.  Grady  exclaimec 
"Betty,  you  explained  it  well." 

"I  expect  to  take  communion  the  fir? 
Sunday  of  next  month,"  Doris  declare 
reverently. 


Questions  &  Answers 

(continued  from  page  eleven) 

final  judgment  will  include  both  Jew 
and  Gentiles  of  all  ages.  "For  the  wage 
of  sin  is  death;  but  the  gift  of  God  i 
eternal  life  through  Jesus  Christ  ou 
Lord"  (Romans  6:23);  "He,  that  beini 
often  reproved  hardeneth  his  neck,  shal 
suddenly  be  destroyed,  and  that  with 
out  remedy"  (Proverbs  29:1);  "Then  shal 
he  say  also  unto  them  on  the  left  hand 
Depart  from  me,  ye  cursed,  into  ever 
lasting  fire,  prepared  for  the  devil  am 
his  angels"  (Matthew  25:41). 
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MOUNT  OLIVE.  NORTH  CAROLINA 


'oung  People's  Funds 
For  the  Future 


We  know  that  college  is  expensive, 
t  that's  no  reason  for  not  going.  We 
Mount  Olive  College  have  a  deeply 
trenched  tradition  of  providing  quality 
ucation  for  students  who  earnestly  de- 
e  and  deserve  a  college  education— 
d  we  have  proved  it  by  giving  more 
an  one  half  of  the  student  body  finan- 
cial aid. 

Mount  Olive  will  provide  adequate  fi- 
j  incial  assistance  to  any  qualified  stu- 
( bnt  who  genuinely  wants  to  further  his 
her  education.  This  aid  is  based  upon 
o  le  need  and  merit  of  the  student  and 
iay  be  up  to  100  percent  of  the  cost  of 
tending  Mount  Olive  College. 
Various  aspects  of  our  financial  aid 
•ogram  are  outlined  here.  Combina- 
ons  of  these  different  programs  may 
worked  out  with  each  student  indi- 
dually  so  that  a  financial  aid  package 
an  be  tailored  to  particular  needs. 

SCHOLARSHIPS 

Funds  are  available  for  students  in  the 
rm  of  scholarships.  Awards  are  made 
qualified  students  from  more  than 
flirty  scholarship  funds  at  Mount  Olive 
College.  Requirements  for  scholarships 
host  be  met  prior  to  the  semester  for 
Ihich  the  scholarship  is  desired.  Stu- 
dents must  maintain  a  minimum  of  a 
fC"  average  to  have  a  scholarship  renew- 
ed. These  scholarships  fall  under  five 
ifiain  headings: 

|  Academic— Academic  scholarships  are 
;iased  on  high  school  record,  need, 
jiharacter,  and  seriousness  of  purpose, 
[he  amount  of  the  scholarship  is  deter- 
mined by  the  need  and  qualifications  of 
jhe  applicant. 

|  Music— Music  scholarships  for  private 
Instruction  in  voice,  piano,  organ,  the 
College  chorus,  and  other  musical  groups, 
bre  awarded  upon  recommendation  of 
rhe  music  faculty.  These  awards  are 
made  on  the  basis  of  previous  perform- 
ance or  audition. 

Athletic— Mount  Olive  College  grants 


a  number  of  athletic  scholarships  to  stu- 
dents who  show  unusual  athletic  leader- 
ship and  academic  promise. 

President's— Students  in  the  upper 
one  third  of  their  high  school  class  who 
possess  qualities  of  outstanding  leader- 
ship and  excellent  character  may  apply 
for  a  "president's  scholarship"  of  $1,000 
(payable  $500  annually).  Additional  as- 
sistance will  be  available  to  meet  the 
full  financial  needs  of  any  recipient  of  a 
president's  scholarship. 

Church-College  Scholarship  —  For  Free 
Will  Baptist  students  whose  church  will 
provide  a  scholarship  up  to  $250  per 
academic  year,  the  College  will  grant  a 
matching  scholarship,  which  makes  this 
scholarship  worth  $500  annually  to  each 
participating  student. 

II.  COOPERATIVE  EDUCATION  PROGRAM 

The  Cooperative  Education  Program 
provides  students  with  an  opportunity 
to  earn  a  significant  portion  of  their  edu- 
cational costs  by  combining  off-campus 
educational  work  experiences  with  their 
academic  program.  Job  placements  are 
coordinated  with  an  academic  advisor 
so  the  student  may  earn  academic  credit 
and  at  the  same  time  help  pay  college 
expenses. 

III.  CAMPUS  EMPLOYMENT 

Students  who  need  to  help  defray  their 
college  expenses  through  summer  and 
part-time  employment  may  participate 
in  either  of  two  work-study  programs. 
A  summer  program  in  cooperation  with 
PACE  (Plan  Assuring  College  Education), 
permits  students  to  work  for  approved 
nonprofit  organizations.  An  academic- 
year  program  permits  students  to  work 
on  a  part-time  basis  at  the  College  as  as- 
sistants in  the  library,  offices,  labora- 
tories, and  other  departments. 

IV.  THE  NORTH  CAROLINA  VOCATIONAL 

REHABILITATION  PROGRAM 

The  North  Carolina  Vocational  Re- 
habilitation Program  provides  financial 
assistance  for  students  who  qualify.  In- 
formation may  be  secured  from  the  De- 
partment of  Public  Instruction,  Division 


of  Vocational  Rehabilitation,  Raleigh, 
North  Carolina. 

V.  THE  NORTH  CAROLINA  VETERANS 

AFFAIRS  PROGRAM 

Mount  Olive  College  is  approved  for 
students  who  qualify  for  assistance 
through  the  North  Carolina  Veterans  Af- 
fairs Program.  Information  may  be  se- 
cured from  the  Director  of  Financial  Aid 
or  the  North  Carolina  Veterans  Affairs 
Program,  10  East  Jones  Street,  Raleigh, 
North  Carolina. 

VI.  THE  NATIONAL  DIRECT  STUDENT 

LOAN  PROGRAM 

Preference  for  NDEA  loans  is  given  to 
students  with  superior  academic  back- 
ground. A  student  may  apply  for  up  to 
$1,250  per  year.  Repayment  of  the  loan 
begins  nine  months  after  a  borrower 
ceases  to  carry  at  least  one  half  the  nor- 
mal academic  work  load.  An  interest 
charge  of  3  percent  will  begin  at  the 
time  the  repayment  period  begins. 

VII.  THE  EDUCATIONAL  OPPORTUNITY 
GRANT 

Eligible  students  who  are  accepted  for 
enrollment  on  a  full-time  basis  may  re- 
ceive Educational  Opportunity  Grants. 
To  be  eligible,  the  students  must  have 
exceptional  financial  need  and  must  show 
academic  or  creative  promise. 

VIII.  THE  COLLEGE  FOUNDATION 
INCORPORATED 

Students  may  apply  for  up  to  $2,500 
in  loans  during  the  acedemic  year.  The 
U.  S.  Office  of  Education  pays  the  inter- 
est during  full-time  enrollment  for  low- 
income  students.  Borrower  pays  the  in- 
terest thereafter.  Each  loan  is  secured 
by  a  promissory  note  signed  by  the 
students.  No  qualified  student  has  ever 
been  denied  admission  to  Mount  Olive 
College  for  financial  reasons. 

For  more  information  contact  the  Di- 
rector of  Admissions,  Mount  Olive  Col- 
lege, Mount  Olive,  North  Carolina  28365; 
or  call  658-2502. 


NOTE  OF  THANKS 

We  wish  to  use  this  means  to  thank 
our  many  friends  for  the  cards,  flowers, 
food,  gifts,  and  most  of  all  for  your  pray- 
ers following  the  death  of  our  dear  loved 
one. 

Please  continue  to  pray  for  us  and 
may  the  Lord  richly  bless  each  of  you. 
Respectfully  submitted, 
Mrs.  Herman  A.  Grubbs  and  Family 
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ST.  CLAIRE  BIBLE  CLAS^T) 

THE  SUNDAY  k 
SCHOOL  LESSON^ 

FOR  APRIL  14  ^ 


The  Covenant  and  the 
Resurrection 

Lesson  Text:  Acts  13:16-23,  26-31 
Memory  Verse:  Acts  13:32,  33 

I.  INTRODUCTION 

While  it  is  true  that  every  facet  of 
the  life  and  ministry  of  Jesus  is  of  the 
utmost  importance  in  the  formulating  of 
Christian  doctrine,  we  must  confess  that 
the  Early  Church  made  the  resurrection 
of  the  Lord  the  very  focal  point  of  their 
preaching.  They  gave  such  stress  to  the 
resurrection  because  they  were  con- 
vinced that  by  informing  people  of  this 
fact  it  would  be  much  easier  to  convert 
them  to  the  Christian  faith— bringing 
them  to  the  realization  that  Jesus  is  the 
Son  of  God  and  that  He  gave  Himself 
as  an  offering  for  our  sins.  The  preach- 
ing of  the  resurrection  was  to  pave  the 
way  for  the  acceptance  of  these  truths. 
The  resurrection  does  bear  witness  to 
the  fact  that  Jesus  is  the  Son  of  God, 
and  it  gives  indisputable  evidence  that 
the  offering  which  He  made  for  our  sins 
was  acceptable  to  God. 

Though  Paul  speaks  of  Christ  being 
resurrected  for  our  justification,  it  is 
doubtful  if  he  was  using  the  term  in  its 
theological  connotation,  but  rather  that 
the  Christian's  claim  that  Jesus  is  the 
Son  of  God  and  that  His  sacrifice  for  us 
was  acceptable  to  the  Father  is  justified 
by  the  fact  that  He  arose  from  the  dead. 

The  scene  that  forms  the  background 
for  the  events  in  today's  lesson  text  is 
the  synagogue  of  the  Jews  in  Antioch 
of  Pisidia,  and  the  spokesman  for  the  oc- 
casion is  the  Apostle  Paul. 

The  purpose  of  today's  lesson  is  to  re- 
veal the  full  significance  of  the  resur- 
rection of  Jesus.— The  Teen-Age  Teacher 
(F.W.B.). 

II.  HINTS  THAT  HELP 

A.  The  Lord  sent  Saul  and  Ananias  to 
the  same  place  because  He  wanted  these 
two  men  to  get  together  for  a  purpose. 
Is  it  not  marvelous  the  way  the  Lord 


directs  the  pathway  of  men  who  will 
trust  Him? 

B.  It  has  been  said  that  the  steps  of 
a  good  man  are  ordered  by  the  Lord,  but 
the  stops  are  also  ordered.  God  saw  to 
it  that  Saul  who  became  Paul  had  three 
periods  in  his  life  when  he  had  time  to 
pray,  meditate,  and  study. 

C.  Why  do  we  speak  of  sacred  jobs 
and  secular  jobs?  All  jobs  are  sacred 
when  the  person  doing  the  job  is  at  the 
place  of  God's  will  for  his  life.  The 
farmer,  the  merchant,  or  anyone  else 
deserves  just  as  much  credit  for  doing 
his  job  well  as  does  the  preacher  if  he 
is  at  the  place  of  God's  will  for  his  life. 

D.  Often  those  who  work  behind  the 
scenes  and  whose  names  are  never  known 
to  the  public  do  jobs  that  are  just  as 
essential  as  the  more  glamorous  jobs. 
Thank  God  for  those  who  are  willing  to 
work  faithfully  behind  the  scenes. 

E.  If  these  unnamed  people  had  not 
been  faithful  in  doing  their  job  Saul 
would  have  likely  lost  his  life  and  could 
not  have  done  his  job.  It  is  important 
that  every  person  who  works  for  the 
Lord  be  faithful.  -  The  Bible  Teacher 
(F.W.B.). 

III.  ADDITIONAL  TRUTHS 

A.  Many  confessed  Jesus  to  be  the 
Son  of  God:  Peter,  Thomas,  a  Roman 
centurion,  demons.  At  His  baptism  and 
again  at  the  transfiguration,  God  ac- 
knowledged Jesus'  sonship  (Matthew  3: 
17;  17:5).  Throughout  His  teaching,  Je- 
sus spoke  of  God  as  His  Father  (see  John 
17:1).  He  claimed  to  be  doing  the  works 
of  His  Father,  to  be  speaking  the  words 
of  His  Father.  Paul  says  that  He  was 
"declared  to  be  the  Son  of  God  with 
power,  according  to  the  spirit  of  holi- 
ness, by  the  resurrection  from  the  dead" 
(Romans  1:4). 

The  foundation  of  the  gospel  is  the 
death,  burial,  and  resurrection  of  Jesus, 
the  Son  of  God.  The  essence  of  this  gos- 
pel is  that  the  death,  burial,  and  resur- 
rection of  Jesus,  the  Son  of  God,  are  di- 
rectly related  to  the  forgiveness  of  our 
sins  (1  Corinthians  15:1-4).   A  dead  Je- 


sus could  never  have  related  to  the  \\ 
giveness  of  our  sins;  but  One  who  di 
for  our  sins  and  rose  again,  who  lives 
make  intercession  for  us  (Hebrews 
25-28),  brings  assurance  of  divine  pard- 
and  eternal  blessings  (Acts  2:38). 

Jesus  told  His  disciples,  "Because 
live,  ye  shall  live  also"  (John  14:1! 
And  Paul  wrote  the  Corinthians  in  \ 
first  letter  to  them,  "And  God  hath  bo 
raised  up  the  Lord,  and  will  also  rai 
up  us  by  his  own  power"  (6:14).  Eve 
Christian  receives  the  Holy  Spirit  (Ac 
2:38).  The  indwelling  Spirit  is  the  pledti 
and  assurance  of  our  resurrection  accor 
ing  to  Paul:  "If  the  Spirit  of  him  th. 
raised  up  Jesus  from  the  dead  dwell 
you,  he  that  raised  up  Christ  from  \\ 
dead  shall  also  quicken  your  mort 
bodies  by  his  Spirit  that  dwelleth  in  yoi 
(Romans  8:11). 

The  empty  tomb  means  a  living  Lor 
and  Saviour.  A  living  Lord  and  Savioi 
means  empty  tombs  for  Christians.  Bil 
we  must  not  stop  here  beside  an  empt 
tomb,  seeing  where  we  were.  Whc 
comes  after  the  resurrection  is  of  si 
preme  importance.  The  resurrection  i! 
only  the  necessary  door  opening  to  sorm 
thing  beautiful  and  wonderful  planner 
by  a  loving  Father  for  His  children.  I 

One  day  all  of  His  children  are  goint 
to  be  home  with  the  Father.  And  whai 
a  home  that  will  be!  We  are  grantei 
a  glimpse— just  a  glimpse  mind  you!  Anfj 
if  only  a  glimpse,  what  will  the  ful 
reality  be?— into  the  glories  of  thai 
eternal  world  in  the  divine  revelatioij 
through  John  (Revelation  21-22). 

I  want  to  go  there,  don't  you? 

"Therefore,  my  beloved  brethren,  btj 
ye  stedfast,  unmoveable,  always  abound 
ing  in  the  work  of  the  Lord,  forasmucl, 
as  ye  know  that  your  labour  is  not  ir 
vain  in  the  Lord"  (1  Corinthians  15:58).- 
Standard  Lesson  Commentary. 

B.  Certain  tribes  of  Indians  made  < 
practice  of  burying  their  dead  on  hill 
sides  facing  the  sunrise.  Unacquaintec 
with  the  Christian  doctrine  of  the  resur 
rection,  they  had  an  instinctive  belief  ir 
the  dawn  of  a  better  day  for  the  soul 
If  the  Indian,  whom  we  rated  as  a  savage 
and  a  heathen,  had  such  an  instinct  foi 
immortality,  how  much  more  should  w< 
who  know  Christ  and  His  Word  believt 
in  the  resurrection  of  the  soul.— C.  F 
Bowen. 


Said  George  Eliot,  "Blessed  is  the  mar 
who,  having  nothing  to  say,  abstain: 
from  giving  wordy  evidence  of  the  fact!' 
-W.  B.  K. 
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e«  Ihurches  and  Ministers 
.  Available 

^ote:  This  column  is  provided,  when 
:eded,  for  any  church  that  is  seeking  a 
l®  istor  and  for  any  minister  who  is  seeking 
>;|  I  church  to  serve  and  would  like  to  give 
|  ,ch  notice.  Please  send  the  necessary  in- 
rmation  to  the  editor  of  "The  Free  Will 
DO  iptist."  Each  notice  will  run  for  two  is- 
J  ies  only. ) 

V[  i  Z  ,  

k 

The  Spring  Hope  Free  Will  Baptist 
lurch,  New  Bern,  North  Carolina,  is  in 
ted  of  a  pastor.  Any  minister  interest- 
I  in  serving  this  church  is  asked  to  con- 
ct  Mr.  Veston  Cayton  Jr.,  telephone 
58-58  32. 

=    =    =    =  = 

PRAYING  IS  HARD 

(continued  from  page  three) 

He  answers,  "Read  them  a  story." 

"Lord,  I'm  so  bored.   All  this  leisure 
me  is  driving  me  up  the  wall.  Can't  you 
jll  this  empty  place  with  peace?" 
i  He  answered,  "Write." 

Now,  there  aren't  enough  hours  in  the 
3y.  But  writing  isn't  all  sunshine  and 
owers.  Most  of  the  time  it  is  plain 
ard  work. 

The  road  through  prayer  education 
as  been  long  and  rough,  but  up  pops 

daisy  now  and  then.  There  is  still  a 
bng  way  to  go,  but  there  will  be  more 
aisies  coming,  too. 

How  to  pray  isn't  taught  in  schools 
F  seminaries;  it  isn't  inherited;  it  isn't 
ubbed  off  by  association.  Praying  is 
omething  each  individual  must  learn 
rom  the  inside,  where  the  Lord  dwells, 
o  the  outside.  Some  people  learn  very 
asily.    For  others,  it's  hard. 

I  am  still  glad  there  are  those  who 
alk  to  God  in  pretty  language.  Imagine 
in  opening  prayer  on  Sunday  morning 
going  something  like  this,  "Lord,  it's  us 

'again.  You  know  what  we  need.  Shoot 

I  t  to  us." 

But  even  if  we  had  one  like  this,  He'd 
pear  it,  if  it  was  from  the  heart. 

=    =    =    =  = 

FAMILY  FIRESIDE 

(continued  from  page  four) 

[he  solar  system  which  it  shepherds,  so 
the  Sun  of  Righteousness  was  consumed 
pat  man  might  have  eternal  life,  and 
through  His  sacrificial  death  might  learn 
that  "without  shedding  of  blood  is  not"— 
^anything.    The  supreme  fact  of  the  age  re- 


mains—"Christ  died  for  our  sins."— Lewis 
R.  Akers. 

Prayer  Thought 
Christ's  Cross  is  a  sunburst  of  glory  for 
us  all.  Look  about  us  at  the  trees,  sky,  and 
most  miraculous  of  all,  ourselves.  Now, 
deny  there  is  a  living,  active  God  of  all 
that  exists  in  this  world  and  the  next.  It  is 
an  impossibility  to  do  so. 

(Devotions  used  by  permission,  Knight's 
Master  Book  of  New  Illustrations,  Eerd- 
mans  Press.) 


Woman's  Auxiliary 

(continued  from  page  ten) 

business  was  a  discussion  of  the  May 
meeting  to  be  held  at  the  Free  Will  Bap- 
tist Children's  Home,  Middlesex,  North 
Carolina,  Saturday,  May  11.  This  will 
be  an  informal  meeting  held  on  the  cam- 
pus of  the  Children's  Home.  (There  will 
not  be  a  business  session.)  Since  the 
singspiration  and  the  May  11  meetings 
will  be  informal,  it  was  suggested  that 
slacks  and  jeans  will  be  appropriate  to 
wear. 

It  was  announced  that  our  project  for 
the  Children's  Home  had  already  been 
completed.  The  project  was  to  purchase 
a  television  set  for  one  of  the  cottages. 
Please  have  some  other  ideas  ready  for 
our  next  project  and  present  them  at 
the  next  meeting. 

In  making  plans  for  the  State  Youth 
Convention,  we  nominated  Brenda  Moore 
of  the  Marlboro  church  for  vice-presi- 
dent and  Cheryl  Eason  of  Aspen  Grove 
church  as  outreach  secretary. 

Other  events  called  to  our  attention 
included:   April    13,  at  Aspen  Grove 


church,  beginning  at  2  p.m.,  eliminations 
for  the  State  Bible  Bowl  Contest  and 
April  26-28,  a  youth  revival  at  Aspen 
Grove  church. 

After  the  business  session,  Laurie  Ann 
Brown  of  Gum  Swamp  church  read  her 
winning  essay,  "The  Power  of  Prayer." 
It  was  announced  that  Cheryl  Eason  was 
the  winner  of  the  declamation  contest 
with  Valerie  Wood  as  runner-up.  Both 
Cheryl  and  Laurie  Ann  won  trips  to  Crag- 
mont  Assembly  and  will  both  speak  at 
the  Woman's  Auxiliary  Convention  to  be 
held  at  the  Ayden  church. 

It  was  announced  that  the  topic  for 
next  year's  declamation  will  be  "What 
Jesus  Means  to  Me,"  and  "Why  Jesus  for 
Today's  Youth?"  will  be  the  essay  topic. 

There  were  nine  churches  represented 
at  this  meeting  with  over  117  young 
people.  The  AFC  banner  went  to  the 
Community  church  at  Weldon,  North 
Carolina,  and  the  YFA  banner  was  award- 
ed to  the  Winterville  church. 

After  the  Gum  Swamp  youth  gave 
their  program  of  songs,  the  closing  hymn 
was  sung.  This  was  followed  with  the 
benediction  and  blessing  for  the  food  by 
the  host  pastor,  the  Rev.  J.  Stewart  Hum- 
phrey. Lunch  was  served  in  the  nearby 
educational  building.  - 

We  would  like  to  thank  the  Gum 
Swamp  church  for  its  hospitality,  deli- 
cious food,  and  good  fellowship.  Be 
sure  to  be  at  our  May  meeting  on  Satur- 
day, May  11,  at  the  Children's  Home  for 
real  fun  and  fellowship. 


The  main  idea  in  Sunday  school  teach- 
ing is  to  drive  home  the  point,  not  the 
audience. 


THE  DOOR  TO  YOUR  FUTURE 
COULD  BE 
THE  ADMISSIONS  OFFICE  OF 
MOUNT  OLIVE  COLLEGE 

Open 

Monday  Through  Friday  8:00  A.M.-  5:00  P.M. 

Saturdays  9:00  A.  M.  -  1 2:00  Noon 

Evenings  and  Weekends  By  Appointment 

Contact  Russell  Duncan,  Director  of  Admissions 

Phones:  658-2502  (office),  658-5486  (home) 

SCHOLARSHIPS  -  STUDENT  LOANS  -  PART-TIME  EMPLOYMENT  AVAILABLE 

"The  future  belongs  to  those  who  prepare  for  it." 
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LIBRARY 

DUKE  UNIVERSITY 
DURHAM ,  N.  C. 


HEAR  YE! 
THE  LATEST  NEWS  FOR 
FREE  WILL  BAPTIST 
YOUTH! 


The  State  Youth 
Fellowship  Convention 

MEETS 

SATURDAY,  APRIL  27,  1974 

10  A.  AA. 

THE  MIDDLESEX  ELEMENTARY  SCHOOL 
AUDITORIUM 

Middlesex,  North  Carolina 

Declamation  and  Essay  Contests 
Special  Music  and  Skits 

SEE  YOU  THERE! 


COME! 


WELCOME! 


COME! 
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WOULD  WE  HAVE  LED  HIM  AWAY  TO  BE  CRUCIFIED? 


Cover    Photo  by 


M.  Lamb 


They  led  the  suffering  Saviour  away  to  be  crucified,  to  die  a  crimi- 
nal's death,  to  experience  public  humiliation  at  the  hands  of  dispas- 
sionate, uncaring  people. 

Plucking  of  His  beard  was  not  enough.  Mocking  Him  and  sar- 
castically calling  Him  "King"  were  not  enough.  Intent  on  doing  more, 
they  struck  Him  with  their  hands,  spat  in  His  face,  abused  Him  orally, 
and  whipped  Him  mercilessly  with  the  cat-'o-nine-tails,  a  whip  of  many 
cords  containing  bits  of  bone,  glass,  and  metal,  constructed  in  such  a 
way  as  to  tear  into  His  flesh  and  actually  rip  it  from  His  body.  These 
and  other  atrocities  were  imposed  upon  Him  who  deserved  nothing  but 
respect  and  honor.   Yet,  they  led  Him  away  to  be  crucified.  .  .  . 

He  had  walked  the  little  hills  and  dales  of  Galilee.  He  had  walked 
the  shores  of  the  sea  and  had  preached  the  kingdom  of  God.  A  lowly 
man  who  assumed  no  role  except  that  for  which  He  was  sent — to  seek 
and  to  save  the  lost — the  holy  Son  of  God  was  despised  and  feared  by 
many  and  loved  by  few.  He  had  healed  the  brokenhearted  and  given 
walk  to  the  lame  and  sight  to  the  blind.  He  had  fed  the  hungry  and 
raised  the  dead.  He  had  cried  with  the  sorrowing  and  had  expressed 
compassion  in  a  manner  never  before  expressed.  He  had  quelled  the 
fury  of  the  storm.  He  had  cast  out  demons  and  restored  sick  minds. 
Still,  they  esteemed  Him  not  and  led  Him  away  to  be  crucified.  .  .  . 

This  Jesus,  this  Man  of  sorrows,  was  acquainted  with  grief  and  suf- 
fering. He  had  agonized  in  the  Garden  of  Gethsemane,  fearing  His 
fate,  nevertheless  submitting  to  His  Father's  will.  He  had  eaten  the 
Last  Supper  with  His  disciples  and  had  said  to  the  betrayer,  "What  thou 
doest,  do  quickly!"  So,  in  the  garden,  a  hypocritical  kiss  placed  Him 
in  the  hands  of  His  enemies.  And,  they  led  Him  away  to  be  cruci- 
fied  

He  was  the  King  of  glory,  but  He  was  treated  dishonorably.  He 
was  little  appreciated  until  the  awful  reality  of  His  death  and  inno- 
cence pricked  the  people's  consciences.  Yet,  He  asked  His  Father  not 
to  lay  it  to  their  charge.  He  blessed  His  accusers  and  asked  forgive- 
ness for  His  executioners.  And  to  think:  They  led  Him  away  to  be 
crucified.  .  .  . 

He  was  entombed  in  a  borrowed  sepulcher  and  anointed  with  spices 
by  devoted  women  who  wanted  to  preserve  His  human  body.  His  words 
had  gone  unheeded  when  He  had  said  to  the  people,  "Destroy  this  tem- 
ple and  I  will  raise  it  up  again  in  three  days."  They  had  laughed  Him 
to  scorn,  little  knowing  that  He  was  speaking  of  Himself.  They  con- 
sidered Him  a  fool  and  a  blasphemer  worthy  of  death.  And,  they  led 
Him  away  to  be  crucified;  yet,  He  opened  not  His  mouth.  .  .  . 

All  glory  broke  loose  that  first  Easter  morning.  The  women  had 
returned  to  the  tomb  to  finish  anointing  His  body  for  its  preservation, 
not  having  had  time  to  complete  their  task  before.  To  their  astonish- 
ment, they  found  Him  gone,  wondering  where  His  body  had  been  borne. 
An  angel  made  this  pronouncement:  "He  is  not  here;  He  is  risen!" 

The  Lord,  mighty  and  strong,  the  Lord  of  heaven  and  earth  burst 
forth  in  victory  from  the  grave.  He  arose  the  "Victor  from  the  dark 
domain,  and  He  lives  forever  with  His  saints  to  reign."  The  grave  could 
not  hold  such  a  wonderful  king.  He  pardoned  rebels  like  you  and  me; 
and  should  we  have  been  there  in  that  time  and  place,  surely  we,  too, 
would  have  led  Him  away  to  be  crucified.  .  .  . 

Jesus  Christ — a  man  whose  love  was  so  great  that  He  laid  down 
His  life  on  the  tree — the  Son  of  God,  blameless  and  sinless,  deserving  a 
crown  of  jewels  but  receiving  one  of  thorns!  Love  personified!  As  the 
Scripture  teaches  in  John  15:13,  "Greater  love  hath  no  man  than  this, 
that  a  man  lay  down  his  life  for  his  friends." 

And  to  think:  They  led  Him  away  to  be  crucified.  .  .  .  Shall  we 
crucify  Him  again? 
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The  Cup  That 
Would  Not  Pass 


N  true  prayer  we  strip  ourselves  of 
i  all  pretenses  and  lay  our  souls  bare 
jfore  God,  for  He  knows  our  innermost 
screts  and  our  deepest  longings.  The 
earest  picture  we  can  have  of  a  hu- 
an  being  is  to  know  how  he  feels  be- 
ire  God,  for  here  we  see  a  person  not 
>  he  appears  to  be  but  as  he  actually 
.  Our  truest  biography  is  in  our  pray- 
■s— our  secret  prayers. 
The  prayer  of  Jesus  in  Gethsemane  is 
clear  revelation  of  His  soul,  for  ".  .  . 
hat  happened  in  Gethsemane  reflected 
le  inner  struggle  of  our  Lord  as  He 
iced  the  Cross.  It  was  a  struggle 
gainst  the  power  of  evil  which  con- 
fonted  Him  there.  It  also  reflects  the 
;ry  human  agony  of  one  who  chose 
jath  although  He  could  have  escaped 
ith  His  life."— Addison  H.  Leitch  in  The 
up  (Baker  Book  House,  Grand  Rapids, 
971,  Preface). 

Nowhere  in  all  Scriptures  do  we  see 
iore  clearly  than  at  Gethsemane  the 
eaning  of  the  Incarnation— Jesus  Christ, 
le  Son  of  God,  in  human  flesh— for  here 
jsus  is  confronted  with  the  real  mean- 
ig  of  His  life  as  well  as  the  issues  of 
fe  and  death.  He  lays  His  soul  bare  in 
rayer:  ".  .  .  Father,  if  thou  be  willing, 
;move  this  cup  from  me:  nevertheless 
ot  my  will,  but  thine,  be  done"  (Luke 

2:42). 

This  prayer  was  not  some  drama  Je- 
js  was  acting  out,  but  rather  the  strug- 
le  of  a  soul  sweating  blood.  The  "cup" 
lduded  physical  death  on  a  cross,  the 
lost  tortuous  and  cruel  death  that  man's 
lhumanity  could  contrive;  but  the  cup 
fas  more  than  physical  pain.  It  was  pas- 
ion— the  travail  of  His  soul  for  the  sins 
f  the  world:  "Surely  he  hath  borne  our 
riefs  and  carried  our  sorrows:  ...  the 
ORD  hath  laid  on  him  the  iniquity  of 
s  all.  .  .  .  thou  shalt  make  his  soul  an 
ffering  for  sin,  ...  He  shall  see  the 
Iravail  of  his  soul,  and  shall  be  satis- 
lied:  .  .  .  because  he  hath  poured  out 
lis  soul  unto  death:  .  .  ."  (Isaiah  53:4, 
I,  10,  11,  12). 

I  We  cannot  separate  Calvary  (the  cru- 


(Scripture:  Luke  22:39-46) 


by  Dr.  and  Mrs.  W.  Burkette  Raper 


cifixion)  from  Gethsemane  (the  passion), 
for  what  happened  at  the  Cross  was  but 
the  completion  of  what  began  in  the 
garden.  The  "blood"  through  which  we 
have  "the  forgiveness  of  sins"  (see 
Ephesians  1:7)  flowed  from  the  soul  as 
well  as  the  body  of  our  Lord. 

This  point  can  well  be  understood  by 
a  Christian  mother  who  suffers  because 
of  the  wrongdoings  of  a  disobedient 
child.  Her  suffering  may  include  both 
physical  pain  and  spiritual  agony,  and 
of  the  two  the  agony  may  be  greater. 

1.  THE  RISK  OF  PRAYER 

In  Gethsemane  we  see  Jesus  taking  to 
God  the  struggle  that  was  going  on  in 
His  soul.  His  approach  was  not,  "What 
are  the  advantages  and  what  are  the  dis- 
advantages of  going  to  the  Cross?"  but 
rather,  "What  is  the  will  of  God?"  Je- 
sus felt  that  God  could  be  trusted,  so 
He  placed  the  total  outcome  of  His  life 
in  the  hands  of  His  Father. 

To  take  a  matter  to  God  in  prayer  in- 
volves a  risk,  for  God's  answer  may  and 
often  is  different  from  ours.  We  must 
be  careful  that  in  prayer  we  are  not 
asking  God  to  do  a  thing  our  way— to 
confirm  a  decision  we  have  already 
made.  When  we  submit  an  issue  to  God, 
we  should  do  so  under  the  following 
conditions: 

a.  We  believe  He  is  infinite  wisdom 
and  knows  best; 

b.  We  believe  He  is  perfect  love  and 
wants  the  best  for  His  children; 

c.  We  believe  He  has  the  power  to 
bring  His  will  to  pass,-  and, 

d.  We  are  willing  to  accept  His  an- 
swer. 

Another  consideration  we  must  have 
in  prayer  is  to  recognize  that  prayer 
does  not  mean  the  removal  of  our  prob- 
lem. So  often  we  think  God  has  not 
answered  our  prayer  unless  He  gives  us 


what  we  want.  If  we  are  sick,  we  ask 
for  healing;  if  there  are  financial  prob- 
lems, we  want  more  money;  if  we  are 
being  unjustly  criticized,  we  want  our 
critics  silenced  so  we  will  look  good  be- 
fore men.  But  God  may  not  grant  any 
of  these  things.  He  did  not  remove  the 
"Cross"  from  Jesus,  nor  did  He  remove 
the  "thorn"  from  Paul  (see  2  Corinthians 

12:7-9). 

When  Jesus  prayed,  ".  .  .  remove  this 
cup  from  me:  nevertheless  not  my  will, 
but  thine,  be  done"  (Luke  22.42),  He 
ran  the  risk  of  going  to  the  Cross.  God 
did  not  relieve  Jesus  from  His  agony  of 
soul  and  the  suffering  of  His  body,  but 
He  sent  an  angel  to  strengthen  Him  (see 
Luke  22:43).  He  left  the  thorn  in  Paul, 
but  He  gave  him  the  grace  to  endure  it 
and  thereby  made  him  stronger  spiritual- 
ly. 

Prayer  is  not  an  escape  from  our  prob- 
lems but  rather  the  finding  of  God's  will 
and  the  receiving  of  His  strength  to  ful- 
fill His  mission  in  our  lives.  We  may 
not  recover  from  our  illness,  but  if  we 
earnestly  wait  upon  God,  He  will  enrich 
our  souls  by  giving  us  an  abundant 
measure  of  His  grace  and  will  bless  us 
with  His  peace  which  passes  all  under- 
standing (see  Philippians  4:6,  7).  In  our 
financial  problems,  God  may  not  give  us 
more  money,-  but  He  will  teach  us  to  use 
what  we  have  more  wisely  and  we  will 
learn  to  be  thankful  for  what  we  do  have 
rather  than  to  complain  about  what  we 
do  not  have.  God  may  not  silence  our 
critics,  but  He  will  help  us  to  live  so 
that  the  criticism  is  unjust  and  He  will 
use  the  criticism  to  advance  His  cause 
(see  Philippians  1:12-18). 

2.  THE  ETERNAL  PRESENCE 

An  elderly  Christian  woman  who  was 
in  the  final  stages  of  a  terminal  illness 
said  to  her  pastor,  "I  have  always  be- 
lieved in  God,  but  now  sometimes  I  reach 
for  Him  and  He  is  not  there." 

This  problem  is  one  that  confronts  all 
of  us,  and  we  even  hear  it  in  the  cry  of 
Jesus  from  the  Cross,  ".  .  .  My  God,  my 
God,  why  hast  thou  forsaken  me?" 
(Mark  15:34).  The  answer  is  not  in 
logic  or  human  reasoning  but  in  faith, 
and  the  pastor  was  wise  when  he  re- 
plied to  the  lady,  "You  keep  listening 
and  God  will  speak." 

Paul  knew  this  truth  and  was  writmg 
from  experience  when  he  declared:  "Who 
shall  separate  us  from  the  love  of  Christ? 
...  I  am  persuaded,  that  neither  death, 
nor  life,  ...  nor  any  other  creature, 
shall  be  able  to  separate  us  from  the 
(continued  on  page  fifteen) 
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I  T  is  customary,  also  timely,  for  reli- 
X  gious  writers,  at  this  season  of  the 
year,  to  write  about  the  crucifixion  of 
Christ,  His  resurrection,  His  victory  over 
death  and  the  grave,  etc.,  but  as  I  begin 
to  ponder  these  lessons,  I  am  impressed 
with  the  text  that  deals  with  the  disci- 
ple's cross  or  my  cross. 

Before  His  crucifixion,  our  Lord  had 
a  foresight  of  it  and  did  not  hesitate  to 
realize  Himself  as  bearing  His  Cross,  for 
all  that  He  claimed  for  Himself  and 
everything  that  He  set  Himself  forth  to 
be  was  to  be  proven  at  the  Cross,  and 
for  Him  to  fail  in  that  crucial  hour  would 
have  been  an  open  acknowledgment  that 
He  was  a  coward  and  an  imposter.  Rea- 
son and  right  require  that  there  be  a 
means  of  proving  the  worth,  the  value, 
and  the  truth  of  things  and  beings,- 
therefore,  God  elected  that  the  Cross  was 
to  be  the  proving  ground  of  both  Christ 
and  the  Christian.  With  equal  vision 
Christ  foresees  each  true  follower  of 
His  receiving  and  taking  up  his  personal 
cross  and  He  sees  none  exempted.  You 
may,  you  should,  and  will  you  allow 
your  mind  to  view  an  army  or  procession 
led  by  a  cross-bearing  Jesus,  made  up 
of  His  cross-bearing  saints?  Here  we  see 
not  a  pageant  or  a  protense  but  a  real 
march  of  suffering  (not  of  punishment) 
and  it  reaches  from  that  day  until  that 
awful  thing  called  sin  is  forever  and 
eternally  stamped  out.  The  chief  duty  of 
a  Christian  is  to  follow  Jesus.  Peter 
says  that  He  left  us  an  example  that  we 
should  follow  in  His  steps  (1  Peter  2:21). 

Then  with  cross-bearing,  as  other  du- 
ties, it  is  trying,  laborious,  humiliating 
to  the  natural  man,  and  sorrowful;  how- 
ever, cross-bearing  none  can  refuse  nor 
shun,  who  would  be  His.  We  are  bound 
to  take  up  our  cross  or  give  up  all  idea 
of  being  a  Christian.  With  these  pre- 
liminary remarks  let  us  humbly  inquire: 

First,  what  is  my  cross?  that  which 
Jesus  said,  "He  that  taketh  not"  up,  "is 
not  worthy  of  me."  I  answer:  (1)  It 
means  the  giving  up  of  certain  pleasures 
or  indulgences  which  hinder  our  worship 
and  devotion.  (2)  It  will  probably  be  the 
enduring  of  reproach  and  unkindness  of 
some  very  near  and  dear  one.  (3)  It  will 
very  likely  be  the  suffering  of  that 
natural  man  and  the  surrender  of  those 
things  which  the  world  calls  "losses" 
for  Christ's  sake.  (4)  It  certainly  is  the 
consecration  of  all  to  Him,  the  surrender 
and  yielding  of  the  whole  self  to  meet 
the  blessed  burden  of  service  with  which 
He  honors  you.  (5)  It  also  includes  my 
saying,  "Not  my  will  but  my  heavenly 
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Father's,"  and  saying  it  with  satisfied 
resignation  and  thanksgiving.  Paul  could 
say,  "God  forbid  that  I  should  glory,  save 
in  the  Cross  of  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ." 
(6)  That  course  of  action  which  has  been 
well,  wisely,  kindly,  fittingly,  and  timely 
chosen  for  me  by  my  Lord,  for  it  is  only 
right  and  just  that  I  should  be  made  like 
Him  in  bearing  it,  for  in  fulfilling  this 
duty  I  have  my  closest  and  sweetest  as- 
sociation with  Him. 

Again  we  ask,  What  am  I  to  do  with 
it?  His  answer  is,  that  I  am  deliberate- 
ly, publicly,  and  without  shame  to  take 
it  up,  which  simply  means  start  living, 
sacrificing,  and  serving  as  He  would  be 
pleased  with  my  doing. 

I  am  not  to  choose  a  cross  of  my  own 
making  or  liking.  I  am  not  to  make  a 
cross  by  pining  and  whining  nor  even  by 
talking  about  how  much  I  had  to  give  up 
or  sacrifice  to  follow  Christ,  nor  what  a 
great  price  I  had  to  pay  to  become  a 
Christian.  I  am  not  to  make  a  cross  by 
stubbornness  nor  by  obstinacy.  I  am 
not  to  make  a  cross  of  the  business 
which  I  quit  nor  the  society  which  I 
dropped,  or  which  dropped  me. 

I  am  not  to  murmur  at  the  cross  ap- 


pointed me.    I  am  not  to  despise  it  t 
careless  or  willful  neglect  of  duty, 
have  no  right  to  alter  its  appearance  nc 
in  any  sense  attempt  to  make  it  attra 
five  with  worldly  garnishments.  It 
not  of  the  world.   The  world  has  notl 
ing  in  it.    I  am  not  to  fall  beneath  i 
faint  under  it,  nor  run  from  it,  since  Gc 
knows  that  I  cannot  fulfill  Christia 
duty,  no,  not  even  be  a  Christian,  witl 
out  taking  it  up.    He  also  knows  m 
limitations  and  the  extent  of  my  abilit] 
He  has  provided  supernatural  abilil' 
where  my  natural  ability  ends.   I  am  1 
boldly  face  it  for  it  is  a  true  Christian 
portion  and  I  am  to  patiently  endure  i 
for  I  have  but  a  little  distance  to  carr' 
it.   I  am  to  absolutely  follow  Christ  wit 
it,  feeling  and  deeming  it  an  honor  t 
be  following  in  the  steps  of  the  King  c 
kings  and  Lord  of  lords,  and  this  is  th! 
inspiring  part.    I  am  to  rejoice  in  th 
thought  that  I  am  to  bear  it  and  that  i 
does  not  bear  me.   It  is  a  royal  burde' 
and  a  sanctified  burden  by  which  I  staj 
in    fellowship    and    communion  wit! 
Christ.   By  it  I  testify  that  the  power  c( 
sin  has  been  broken  in  my  life.  Sij 
cannot  stand  before  it  and  the  devil  t\ 
afraid  of  it. 

Remember  that  the  cross  is  easier  t| 
him  who  takes  it  up  than  to  him  wh| 
drags  it  along.  Christ  bids  us  to  tak 
and  not  to  make  our  cross.  God,  in  Hi! 
providence,  will  provide  one  for  us  an\ 
we  are  asked  to  take  it  up.  Jesus  state 
in  Matthew  10:38,  "He  that  taketh  no 
his  cross,  and  followeth  after  me,  is  no, 
worthy  of  me."  We  hear  Apostle  Paul  \\ 
1  Corinthians  1 1 :29,  "For  he  that  eatetll 
and  drinketh  unworthily,  eateth  ani 
drinketh  damnation  to  himself,  not  dis; 
cerning  the  Lord's  body."  When  you  in; 
quire  as  to  whether  or  not  you  are  wor 
thy,  you  may  determine  that  by  whethe1 
or  not  you  are  reconciled  to  and  resign; 
ed  to  the  cross  and  as  to  whether  or  no; 
you  complain  about  its  being  so  heavy; 
One  blessed  old  saint  said, 

"Oh,  this  is  a  blessed  work— cross; 
bearing— especially  so  when  it  is  tied  or, 
with  love." 

In  all  my  searching  of  the  New  Testa 
ment  I  find  where  to  take  it  up  and  beaij 
it,  but  I  hear  nothing  of  laying  it  down 
Our  troubles  and  our  lives  live  and  die 
together  and  the  best  way  to  put  your 
troubles  to  death  is  to  live  on  the  Cross, 
One  saint  testified  that  bearing  the  Cross 
was  the  sweetest  burden  he  ever  bore. 
He  said  it  was  to  him  as  wings  are  to  a 
bird  or  sails  to  a  ship,  and  "carries  me 
forward  to  my  harbor." 

The  way  of  the  Cross  is  plain,  but  it  is 
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I    new  way.   It  was  surveyed  and  con- 
;rated  by  Jesus  himself.   Wherever  it 
,  ids,  you  may  know  that  Christ  is  there, 
lf  d  to  be  with  Him  is  joy  enough  for 
I  ery  creature  whether  man  or  angel. 
J  member,  Christ  does  not  send  us  to 
ilk  in  a  dreary,  desolate  road.  He  does 
t  say,  "Go  ye,"  pointing  to  a  lonely 
ad  in  which  He  is  not  to  be  found.  He 
ys,  "Come  after  me."    So,  we  need 
t  take  a  single  step  where  His  foot- 
ints  cannot  be  seen  and  where  His 
esence  may  not  still  be  found. 
If  the  way  seems  a  bit  rugged,  re- 
wriber  one  song  writer  said,  "With  joy 
me  this  thought  is  given,  Jesus  pass- 
this  way  before.   All  the  way  from 
rth  to  heaven,  Jesus  passed  this  way 
fore."    If  the  way  seems  to  become 
rk  and  dreary  and  shadows  gather 
ickly  here  and  there,  it  was  a  denser 
oom  that  surrounded  Him.    If  often- 
nes  we  must  stand  and  fight,  it  was 
rough  fierce  conflicts  that  He  passed, 
your  cross  seems  to  become  heavy  to 
iur  shoulders,  it  is  light  compared  to 
e  one  that  He  bore.    I  am  confident 
at  Jesus  will  lead  me  through  no  dark- 
room than  He  went  through  before, 
id  if  the  road  were  a  thousand  times 
>ugher  than  it  is,  it  would  be  well 
orthwhile  to  walk  in  it,  for  the  sake  of 
alking  with  Christ  there.  Following 
isus  means  fellowship  with  Jesus  and 
le  joy  of  that  fellowship  cannot  be  told. 

seems  to  me  that  Paul's  mind  and 
:art  must  have  been  panting  after  this 
nd  of  association  when  he  said,  "And 
5  found  in  him,  not  having  mine  own 
ghteousness,  which  is  of  the  law,  but 
lat  which  is  through  the  faith  of  Christ, 
le  righteousness  which  is  of  God  by 
lith:  That  I  may  know  him,  and  the  pow- 
■  of  his  resurrection,  and  the  fellowship 
:  his  sufferings,  being  made  conform- 
)le  unto  his  death"  (Philippians  3:9,  10). 
len,  the  same  apostle  would  have  us 
3  look  in  two  directions  when  we  are 
aving  communion:  One,  to  show  forth 
le  Lord's  death.  In  other  words,  we 
jcognize  the  Cross.  Two,  "until  He 
bmes."  Therefore,  when  we  take  up 
ur  cross  and  bear  it  patiently,  gladly 
|nd  boldly,  we  are  then  worthy  to  com- 
pune  with  Him  and  will  be  worthy, 
hould  He  come  at  that  moment,  for  His 
pcond  coming.  Please  remember  that 
aking  up  your  cross  and  bearing  it  is  as- 
ociated  with  your  ascending  to  meet 
lim  in  the  air. 

In  conclusion,  let  us  catch  the  vision 
nd  understand  that  Christ's  Cross  and 
hy  cross  are  associated;  however,  He 
lid  not  bear  my  cross,  neither  can  I  bear 


His  Cross.  I  am  not  to  glory  in  my 
cross,  because  before  my  cross  was  His 
Cross,  and  the  bearing  of  my  cross  is 
only  a  witness  to  His  Cross  and  a  testi- 
mony that  I  am  bearing  this  as  a  token 
and  in  appreciation  of  what  He  did  for 
me  by  His  death;  therefore,  I  am  not  to 
glory  in  anything  that  I  gave  up  nor  any 
suffering  that  I  go  through,  any  sacri- 
fice that  I  make,  nor  any  service  that  I 
render,  but  I  am  to  glory  in  Him.  Paul 
said,  "He  that  glorieth,  let  him  glory  in 
the  Lord." 

For  a  benediction  we  will  use  the 
words  of  the  apostle  in  Galatians  6:14, 
"But  God  forbid  that  I  should  glory,  save 
in  the  cross  of  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ,  by 
whom  the  world  is  crucified  unto  me, 
and  I  unto  the  world."— The  Church  of 
God  Evangel. 


MINISTERS' WIDOWS' 
FUND  LIST 

The  following  is  a  list  of  ministers 
participating  in  the  Ministers'  Widows' 
Fund  as  of  April  1,  1974.  Any  Original 
Free  Will  Baptist  minister  of  North  Caro- 
lina who  desires  to  participate  may  do 
so  by  sending  ten  dollars  ($10)  to  the 
Board  of  Superannuation.  For  any  ad- 
ditional information  contact  the  North 
Carolina  Board  of  Superannuation,  c/o 
the  Rev.  Walter  Reynolds,  P.  0.  Box  474, 
Ayden,  North  Carolina  28513. 

R.  W.  Allman,  Raleigh 
Henry  Armstrong,  Dunn 
L.  E.  Ballard,  Greenville 
Jimmie  L.  Barfield,  Kenly 
Lloyd  Barnette,  Kinston 
N.  B.  Barrow,  Snow  Hill 
N.  D.  Beaman,  Snow  Hill 
Edgar  Benton,  Wilson 
Luther  E.  Bissette,  Sims 
Dewey  C.  Boling,  Clayton 
C.  F.  Bowen,  Wilson 
Delmas  J.  Brown,  Dover 
Noah  Brown  Sr.,  Morehead  City 
Hubert  Burress,  Pinetops 
Jesse  B.  Caton,  Garner 
Roy  L.  Cauley,  Dover 
F.  B.  Cherry,  Wilson 
R.  C.  Cherry,  Micro 
C.  M.  Coats,  Smithfield 
E.  F.  Crary,  Kinston 
William  L.  Dale,  Goldsboro 
Bruce  Dudley,  Davis 
Lester  L.  Duncan,  Wilson 
DeWayne  Eakes,  Lucama 
E.  E.  Edwards,  Vandemere 
Eddie  Edwards,  Vanceboro 
J.  A.  Evans,  Seven  Springs 


Graham  Faucette,  Kenly 

Wiley  Ferrell,  Selma 

E.  H.  Fordham,  New  Bern 

Bill  Futch,  Kinston 

Foy  C.  Futrell,  Goldsboro 

Francis  Garner,  Dunn 

C.  Felton  Godwin,  Newton  Grove 

J.  B.  Godwin,  Selma 

C.  D.  Hamilton,  Fountain 

C.  B.  Hansley,  Cove  City 

Raymond  W.  Hardison,  New  Bern 

Bobby  Harr ell.  Seven  Springs 

Frank  Harrison,  Mount  Olive 

Ray  Harrison  Jr.,  Griffon 

James  E.  Howard,  Merritt 

Joe  Ingram,  Goldsboro 

R.  H.  Jackson,  Benson 

Wayne  King,  Pikeville 

W.  0.  Lassiter,  Four  Oaks 

James  Lupton,  Pikeville 

L.  B.  Manning,  Fountain 

W.  R.  Martin,  Micro 

Alton  Mason,  Harkers  Island 

Edward  W.  Miles,  Goldsboro 

R.  L.  Moore,  Clayton 

E.  C.  Morris,  Walstonburg 

J.  B.  Narron,  APO,  San  Francisco,  Ca. 

C.  H.  Overman,  Ayden 

W.  C.  Overton,  Ahoskie 

Ronnie  Parker,  Clinton 

Walton  E.  Parrish,  Kenly 

C.  L.  Patrick,  Snow  Hill 

Walter  Pollard,  Greenville 

Wesley  Price,  Seven  Springs 

W.  B.  Raper,  Mount  Olive 

Walter  Reynolds,  Ayden 

Fred  A.  Rivenbark,  Goldsboro 

Robert  Rollins,  Pinetown 

R.  T.  Sasser,  Wilson 

Boyd  L.  Shook,  Selma 

S.  A.  Smith,  Beulaville 

J.  B.  Starnes,  Newport 

Willie  Stilley,  New  Bern 

Eugene  Sumner,  Raleigh 

Ralph  Sumner,  Bridgeton 

Luther  Swinson,  New  Bern 

Lloyd  Vernon,  Richlands 

Don  Venable,  Rocky  Mount 

W.  H.  Willis,  Kinston 

L  B.  Woodall,  Snow  Hill 

Herman  Wooten,  Garner 

I.  G.  Ward,  Nakina 

Willis  Wilson,  Winterville 


ONE  MAN  THE  CONGREGATION! 

"The  longer  I  live,  the  more  confidence 
I  have  in  those  sermons  preached  where 
one  man  is  the  congregation;  where  one 
man  is  the  minister,-  where  there  is  no 
question  as  to  who  is  meant  when  the 
preacher  says,  'Thou  art  the  man!'"— 
Henry  Ward  Beecher. 
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Revival  Services  Slated 
For  Marlboro  Church 


A  series  of  revival  services  has  been 
scheduled  for  the  Marlboro  Free  Will 
Baptist  Church,  Route  1,  Farmville,  North 
Carolina  (located  on  264  Bypass  South), 
for  the  week  of  April  15-19,  with  the 
Rev.  Walter  Sutton,  pastor  of  the  Mace- 
donia Free  Will  Baptist  Church,  Ernul, 
North  Carolina,  serving  as  guest  evange- 
list. Mr.  Sutton  will  be  assisted  in  the 
services  which  begin  nightly  at  8  p.m.  by 
the  pastor  of  Marlboro,  the  Rev.  N.  B. 
Barrow.  Special  music  will  be  provided 
each  night,  and  the  public  is  cordially 
invited  to  be  in  attendance. 

Union  Chapel  Church 
Revival  and  Homecoming 

The  Union  Chapel  Free  Will  Baptist 
Church,  Route  1,  Middlesex,  North  Caro- 
lina, will  have  its  spring  revival  the 
week  of  April  22-27.  The  visiting 
evangelist  will  be  the  Rev.  Royster  Mar- 
tin, assisted  by  the  pastor,  the  Rev.  Wal- 
ton Parrish. 

On  Sunday,  April  28,  following  the 
revival,  the  church  will  observe  its  an- 
nual homecoming.  Following  the  morn- 
ing worship  service,  a  picnic  lunch  will 
be  served  by  the  church.  In  the  after- 
noon the  church  will  enjoy  a  program  of 
singing.  The  public  is  cordially  invited 
to  attend  all  of  these  services  possible. 


Report  of  State  Superannuation 
Board,  July  1,  1973-March  31,  1974 

The  following  is  a  report  of  the  Rev. 

Walter   Reynolds,   director-treasurer  of 

the  Board   of   Superannuation   of  the 

North  Carolina  State  Convention  of  the 

Free  Will  Baptist  Church  for  July  1,  1973 

through  March  31,  1974: 

Receipts 
Balance  July  1,  1973 
Religious  Contributions 
Insurance  and  Retirement 

Premiums 
Interest  Income 
Ministers'  Widows'  Fund 
Burress-Galloway  Endowment 

Fund 
Miscellaneous 


$  8,149.72 
10,679.73 

22,288.37 
5,088.17 
3,010.00 


100.00 
288.06 


Total  to  Account  For  49,604.05 
Disbursements 
Ministers'  and  Widows' 

Checks  $  2,657.50 

M.R.S.  Retirement 

Checks 
Insurance  Premiums 
Operating  Expenses 
Check  for  Widows 

from  M.W.F. 
Transferred  to  M.R.S. 

Fund 

Transferred  to  Burress- 
Galloway  Endow- 
ment Fund 

Transferred  to  Reserve 

Premium  Fund  980.22 

Transferred  to  M.W.F.  940.00 

M.R.S.  Death  Claim  2,025.00 

Returned  Check  56.37 


847.44 
15,015.20 
2,727.96 

2,420.00 

15,010.39 


150.00 


Total  Disbursements 
Balance  March  31,  1974 

Information    on  the 
work  may  be  secured 
North  Carolina  Board  of 
P.  0.  Box  474,  Ayden, 
28513. 


42,830.08 

$  6,773.97 

superannuation 
by  writing  the 
Superannuation, 

North  Carolina 


Mount  Olive  College  to  Host 
State  Sunday  School  Convention 

The  North  Carolina  State  Sunday 
School  Convention  will  be  held  at  Mount 
Olive  College,  downtown  campus,  Satur- 
day, April  20,  with  registration  begin- 
ning at  9  a.m. 

The  Rev.  Taylor  Hill,  publicitv  direc- 
tor for  the  convention,  states:  "Beloved, 
there  are  several  reasons  whv  every  Free 
Will  Baptist  Sunday  school  in  North  Caro- 
lina should  be  represented  at  this  con- 
vention.  The  convention  theme  will  be, 


"Lifting  Up  Jesus  in  Sunday  School^ 
Please  keep  in  mind  that  the  Sunda 
school  is  the  largest  department  we  havi 
in  our  churches.  There  is  a  growing 
need  to  continue  making  a  special  effor 
to  work  together  for  this  great  comma 
cause.  We  received  great  encourage 
ment  last  year  because  our  convention' 
attendance  was  the  largest  in  man) 
many  years.  Our  aim  this  year  is  to  lif 
up  Jesus,  so  let  us  be  there  with  a  larc 
er  number  than  ever  before.  We  promis 
to  have  a  good  program  that  you  will  er 
joy." 

Mount  Tabor  Church  Announces 
Youth  Revival  Services 

The  Mount  Tabor  Free  Will  Baptis 
Church,  Route  2,  Creswell,  North  Care 
lina,  announces  a  youth  revival  begin 
ning  Thursday  night,  April  11,  and  con 
tinuing  through  Saturday  night,  Apri 
13.  Beginning  each  evening  at  7:3( 
p.m.,  the  services  will  feature  the  Rev 
Dwight  Hawley  from  Mount  Olive  Collegi 
as  guest  evangelist.  He  will  be  assist; 
ed  by  the  pastor  of  the  church,  the  Rev 
William  L.  Littleton.  Special  music  wi| 
be  rendered  nightly,  and  the  public  ii 
issued  a  cordial  invitation  to  attend. 

Crab  Point  Church 

Announces  Revival  j 

Revival  services  are  scheduled  foi 
Crab  Point  Free  Will  Baptist  Church; 
Route  2,  Morehead  City,  North  Carolina 
beginning  Monday  night,  April  15,  anc 
continuing  through  Saturday  night 
April  20.  The  Rev.  J.  B.  Starnes,  pastoi 
of  Holly  Springs  church,  Newport,  Nortr 


Coming  Events  .  . . 

April  18— Albemarle  Woman's  Auxiliary 
Convention,  Sidney  Free  Will  Baptist 
Church,  Route  2,  Belhaven,  North 
Carolina 

April  20— North  Carolina  State  Sunday 
School  Convention,  Mount  Olive  Col 
lege,  Mount  Olive,  North  Carolina,-  Reg- 
istration, 9  A.  M. 

May  4— Christian  Music  Festival,  Eagles 
Nest  Conference  Center,  Mount  Olive 
College,  Mount  Olive,  North  Carolina 

May  5— Christian  Music  Festival  and  Dedi- 
cation of  Eagles  Nest  Conference  Cen- 
ter, Mount  Olive  College 

May  9— North  Carolina  State  Woman's 
Auxiliary  Convention,  Oak  Grove  Free 
Will  Baotist  Church  located  between 
Elizabethtown  and  Bladenboro,  North 
Carolina 
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irolina,  will  be  the  guest  speaker.  Ser- 
ces  will  begin  each  evening  at  7:30, 
id  a  nursery  will  be  provided.  Along 
ith  good  preaching  each  evening, 
lecial  music  will  also  be  rendered.  The 
lurch  pastor,  the  Rev.  Lloyd  Gore,  will 
i  assisting  Mr.  Starnes  in  the  services. 
;  and  the  church  members  extend  a 
irdial  welcome  to  everyone. 

iwhatan  Revival 
Progress 

Revival  services  are  in  progress  this 
eek  at  the  Powhatan  Free  Will  Baptist 
lurch,  Route  2,  Clayton,  North  Carolina, 
intinuing  through  Friday  evening,  April 
!.  Services  are  beginning  each  even- 
g  at  7:30  with  the  Rev.  Eddie  Edwards, 
istor  of  Juniper  Chapel  church,  Vance- 
)ro,  North  Carolina,  as  the  visiting  min- 
ter.  The  pastor,  the  Rev.  Melvin  AAoore, 

assisting  Mr.  Edwards  each  evening, 
jecial  music  is  also  being  rendered  each 
irvice.  The  public  is  invited  to  attend 
le  remainder  of  these  services. 

'.  0.  Lassiter  Conducting 
arrell's  Chapel  Revival 

The  Rev.  W.  0.  Lassiter  of  Smithfield, 
jorth  Carolina,  is  the  evangelist  for  re- 
val  services  in  progress  this  week  at 
arrell's  Chapel  Free  Will  Baptist  Church 
icated  five  miles  north  of  Snow  Hill, 
orth  Carolina,  on  Highway  58.  The 
jrvlces,  beginning  each  night  at  7:30, 
'ill  continue  through  Saturday  evening, 
pril  13.  The  pastor,  the  Rev.  Bobby 
Dnes,  is  assisting  in  the  services.  Special 
lusic  is  being  rendered  each  evening, 
■he  public  is  invited  to  attend  the  re- 
mainder of  these  services. 

=  = 

enly  Church  Schedules 
pring  Revival  Services 

The  Rev.  Royster  Martin,  pastor  of 
oily  Springs  Free  Will  Baptist  Church, 
'ill  be  the  guest  evangelist  for  revival 
ervices  at  the  Kenly,  North  Carolina, 
ree  Will  Baptist  Church,  the  week  of 
ipril  15-20.  Services  will  begin  nightly 
t  7:30  with  good  gospel  singing  and 
reaching  each  night.  The  pastor,  the 
lev.  James  V.  Joyner,  will  be  assisting 
n  the  services.  He  and  the  church  ex- 
lend  a  warm  welcome  to  neighboring 
Ihurches  and  the  community  to  attend. 

Pullman  to  Conduct 
Spring  Hope  Revival 

||  Revival  services  are  scheduled  for  the 
jppring  Hope  Free  Will  Baptist  Church, 
(l^oute  5,  New  Bern,  North  Carolina,  for 
I  he  week  of  April  15-20,  with  the  Rev. 
i  Johnnie  Bullman  of  Spartanburg,  South 


Carolina,  serving  as  guest  evangelist  for 
the  services  which  will  begin  nightly  at 
7:30  p.m.  The  pastor  of  Spring  Hope, 
the  Rev.  Preston  Haddock,  extends  a 
special  invitation  to  everyone  to  come 
and  enjoy  messages  in  song  and  from 
the  Word,  as  Mr.  Bullman  has  proven 
himself  an  evangelist  of  note. 

A  picnic  lunch  will  be  served  on  the 
church  grounds  Sunday,  April  21,  at 
noon,-  and,  the  public  is  cordially  invited 
to  attend  this  occasion  of  fellowship. 

Easter  Sunrise  Service 
At  Ormondsville  Church 

The  Woman's  Auxiliary  of  the  Or- 
mondsville Free  Will  Baptist  Church, 
Route  1,  Ayden,  North  Carolina,  along 
with  the  church  choir,  is  conducting  its 
annual  Easter  sunrise  service,  Sunday, 
April  14,  beginning  at  6:30  a.m.  This 
year  the  church  choir  is  presenting  a 
cantata  entitled,  "A  Miracle  of  Love," 
narrated  by  Mrs.  Sylvia  Allen,  president 
of  the  auxiliary.  The  cantata  is  directed 
by  Ralph  A.  Bowen,  organist  and  choir 
director.  The  service  will  close  with  a 
communion  service  conducted  by  the 
pastor  of  the  church,  the  Rev.  Clifton 
Rice. 

Following  the  sunrise  service,  break- 
fast will  be  served  in  the  recreational 
building  of  the  church.  The  public  is 
cordially  invited  to  attend. 

Friendship  Church  to 
Observe  Homecoming 

The  Friendship  Free  Will  Baptist 
Church  near  Farmville,  North  Carolina, 
will  observe  its  annual  homecoming  on 
Sunday,  April  21,  with  the  pastor,  the 
Rev.  Walter  Reynolds,  bringing  the  home- 
coming message  at  the  worship  hour.  At 
the  noon  hour  a  picnic  lunch  will  be 
served  by  the  ladies  of  the  church.  Fol- 
lowing lunch  an  afternoon  singspiration 
will  be  held. 

The  pastor  and  the  church  member- 
ship extend  a  warm  welcome  to  all 
former  pastors,  members,  and  friends  to 
attend  and  enjoy  a  day  of  worship  and 
fellowship. 

Week  of  Denominational  Services 
Slated  for  Spring  Branch 

The  Rev.  E.  C.  Morris,  pastor  of  Spring 
Branch  Free  Will  Baptist  Church,  Route 
2,  Walstonburg,  North  Carolina,  an- 
nounces a  week  of  denominational  ser- 
vices beginning  Monday  evening,  April 
15,  and  continuing  through  Friday  even- 
ing, April  19.  The  services  will  begin 
each  evening  at  7:45. 

The  different  speakers  and  the  de- 


nominational service  they  represent  are: 
Monday  evening,  the  Rev.  Frank  Harri- 
son, Mount  Olive  College;  Tuesday  even- 
ing, Mr.  Sam  Weeks,  Free  Will  Baptist 
Children's  Home,-  Wednesday  evening, 
the  Rev.  Walter  Reynolds,  Free  Will  Bap- 
tist Press  Foundation  and  the  Superan- 
nuation Board;  Thursday  evening,  the 
Rev.  Harold  Jones,  the  Foreign  Missions 
Department;  Friday  evening,  the  Rev. 
Taylor  Hill,  Home  Missions  Department. 
Also  the  Rev.  DeWayne  Eakes,  chairman 
of  the  Board  of  Cragmont  Assembly,  Inc., 
will  be  a  guest  sometime  during  the 
week.  Special  music  will  be  a  part  of 
the  services  each  night. 

The  Rev.  Floyd  Cherry,  president  of 
the  North  Carolina  State  Convention,  will 
be  present  Monday  evening  to  introduce 
the  week's  services. 

Mr.  Morris,  on  behalf  of  the  church, 
extends  to  everyone  a  special  invitation 
to  attend  these  services. 

Taylor  Hill  to  Conduct 
Robert's  Grove  Revival 

The  Rev.  Taylor  Hill,  pastor  of  the 
Eastwood  Free  Will  Baptist  Church,  Fay- 
etteville,  North  Carolina,  will  be  the 
guest  evangelist  for  revival  services  at 
the  Robert's  Grove  Free  Will  Baptist 
Church,  Route  1,  Dunn,  North  Carolina, 
the  week  of  April  15-20.  Services  will 
begin  each  evening  at  eight  o'clock  with 
the  pastor,  the  Rev.  Francis  Garner,  as- 
sisting Mr.  Hill.  Mr.  Garner  and  the 
church  membership  invite  the  public  to 
attend. 


EASTER 

by  Hazel  Casey 
Goldsboro,  N.  C. 

What  does  Easter  really  mean  to  me? 
My  Saviour  gave  His  life— you  see. 
He  bore  the  heavy  Cross  and  climbed  the 
hill 

That  you  and  I  may  remain  without  sin 
-still 

The  nails  were  put  in  each  hand; 

Oh,  how  they  hurt!  Yet,  my  Saviour  was 
in  command. 

The  crown  of  thorns  pierced  His  head. 

He  did  not  have  to  die,  but  instead, 

He  chose  to  die  for  all  mankind  every- 
where 

That  the  plan  of  salvation  would  be  com- 
plete without  a  care. 

The  love  He  expressed  upon  the  Cross 
Has  not  been  in  vain— nor  is  it  a  loss,- 
For  He  died  for  me— on  that  dark  day 
And  through  Him,  my  sins  are  all  wash- 
ed away! 
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PRAISE  THE  LORD! 


Buildings  for  Camp 
Vandemere 


Truck  drivers  and  truck  which  delivered 


building  materials. 

Building  materials  for  one  dorm  and 
a  dining  hall  were  delivered  to  Camp 
Vandemere  by  Mitchell  Building  Com- 
pany of  Rocky  Mount,  North  Carolina, 
and  were  unloaded  by  Riverside  Iron 
Works  of  New  Bern,  North  Carolina, 
March  20,  1974. 

These  buildings  are  to  be  of  metal 
construction  and  will  be  anchored  to  a 
concrete  slab  and  foundation.  Backfill 
has  been  hauled  in  to  raise  the  building 
approximately  twenty-four  inches  above 
ground  level.  The  dining  hall  will  be 
gold  in  color,  with  a  seating  capacity  of 
208.  The  dorm  will  be  gray  in  color 
with  a  capacity  of  96,  its  being  the  first 
of  four  dorms  which  are  planned. 

The  contractor,  which  is  Riverside 
Iron  Works,  has  assured  us  that  if  con- 


Albemarle  Woman's 
Auxiliary  Convention 

The  Woman's  Auxiliary  Convention  of 
the  Albemarle  Conference  will  meet  with 
the  Sidney  Free  Will  Baptist  Church,  Bel- 
haven,  North  Carolina,  on  Thursday, 
April  18.  The  convention  theme  will  be 
"Watch  and  Pray,"  with  Scripture  taken 
from  Matthew  25:13,  "Watch  therefore, 
for  ye  know  neither  the  day  nor  the  hour 
wherein  the  Son  of  man  cometh."  The 
scheduled  program  is  as  follows: 

Morning  Session 

10:00-Hymn,  "Sweet  Hour  of  Prayer" 
—Devotions,  Mrs.  Joseph  Maitland 

10:15— Welcome,  Mrs.  Edwin  Roper 
—Response,  Miss  Alice  Webster 

10:20— President's  Message,  Mrs.  Lula 
Daw 

—Recognition  Time 
10:30— Appointment  of  Committees 
—Roll  Call  of  Auxiliaries 
—Missions  Offering 


struction  can  begin  now,  we  can  have  a 
camping  program  this  summer.  Our 
needs  are  great;  please  pray  for  God's 
blessings  upon  this  ministry  for  Christ. 
Send  a  gift  or  a  donation  to  Camp  Van- 
demere, Inc.,  P.  O.  Box  188,  Vandemere, 
North  Carolina  28587. 

Special  Offerings 
Asked  for  Camp 

The  Board  of  Directors  of  Camp  Van- 
demere voted  in  its  March  26  meeting 
to  ask  each  church  to  designate  Sunday, 
May  5,  as  Camp  Vandemere  Sunday,  and 
to  receive  a  special  offering  for  the 
Camp.  At  least  $5,000  is  needed  in 
miscellaneous  funds  to  help  furnish  the 
buildings. 

Thank  you  for  your  prayers  and  sup- 
port. 

Camp  Vandemere  Board  of  Directors 
The  Rev.  Luther  Swinson 
Publicity  Director 


10:45— Missions  News,  the  Rev.  Josep 
Ingram 

11:00— Report  of  Children's  Home,  Mr| 
Sam  Weeks 
—Offering  for  Children's  Home 
—Special  Music,  Local  Auxiliary 

1 1 :30— Message,  the  Rev.  David  Hanslei 

12:00-Lunch 

Afternoon  Session 

1:15— Hymn,  "Praise  Him,  Praise  Him"! 

—Devotions,  Mrs.  Ruth  Ambrose  I 
1:30— Report  of  Mount  Olive  College  I 
—Report  of  Other  Denomination;:' 
Enterprises 
2:00— Business  Session 

—Report  of  Committees 
2:30— Closing  Hymn,  "Will  Jesus  Fit 
Us  Watching?" 


Youth  Groups  Clean 
Church  Grounds 


The  AFC  and  YFA  youth  groups  0 
Marsh  Swamp  Free  Will  Baptist  Church 
Rock  Ridge,  North  Carolina,  got  togethe 
recently  and  did  a  thorough  job  in  clean 
ing  the  church  grounds.  The  group  pic 
tured  on  the  church  steps  had  a  goot 
time  working  and  fellowshiping  to 
gether.  After  the  job  was  completed 
they  all  enjoyed  refreshments  served  b} 
the  ladies  of  the  church. 

Mrs.  Joan  B.  Parker,  youth  chairman 
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by  Miss  Lena  Kay  Branch 
Winterville,  North  Carolina 


Above  are  the  answers  to  last  week's  puzzle,  "Books  of  the  Old  Testament."  Bach 
book  of  the  Old  Testament  is  circled  above.  Your  answers  may  read  vertical,  hori- 
zontal, or  diagonal,  and  may  be  spelled  forwards  or  backwards.  Hope  you  were  able 
to  locate  all  of  them. 


I 

fited,  "We  have  two  very  active  youth 
joups,  the  AFC  and  YFA.  We  are  very 
loud  of  them." 


Auxiliary  Study  Course 

The  Woman's  Auxiliary  of  Yelverton's 
ove  Free  Will  Baptist  Church,  Route  3, 
lithfield,  North  Carolina,  will  conduct 
study  course  on  Monday  evening,  April 
i,  at  7:30  p.m.  The  topic  for  the  course 
II  be  "Stewardship  of  the  Youth,"  and 
being  taught  by  Mrs.  Inez  Thompson 
Smithfield. 

Miss  Mildred  Lane,  study  course  chair- 
an,  urges  all  auxiliary  members  to  at- 
nd  and  other  auxiliaries  are  invited. 


attention, 
Jorth  Carolina 
Roman's  Auxiliaries 

The  1974  session  of  the  North  Caro- 
la  State  Woman's  Auxiliary  will  con- 
me  on  Thursday,  May  9,  with  the  Oak 
rove  Free  Will  Baptist  Church  located 
Jtween  Elizabethtown  and  Bladenboro, 
orth  Carolina,  in  Bladen  County.  Each 
jxiliary  should  represent  with  one  dele- 
!te  for  each  25  members  or  fraction 
«  ?ol.  plus  a  registration  fee  of  $5. 

Many  auxiliaries  mail  their  fees  in  ad- 
ince.  This  is  a  good  thing  to  do  as  it 
ives  the  delegate  the  trouble  of  hand- 
ig  the  money.  Also,  in  the  event 
>mething  happens  at  the  last  minute  to 
rohibit  your  representing  in  person, 
»ur  auxiliary  is  registered  as  having 
(presented. 

IMPORTANT:  Please  mail  your  fee  be- 
>re  May  1,  If  possible,  so  that  I  will 
ave  it  in  time  to  get  the  list  prepared 
id  delivered  to  the  convention's  regls- 

Iation  committee  for  use  on  the  morn- 
ig  of  May  9.  If  you  cannot  possibly  at- 
nd,  please  mail  your  fee  as  the  conven- 
on  needs  your  support.  Mail  fees  to 
ie  address  below. 

Mrs.  Raymond  T.  Sasser 
State  Treasurer 
517  Westover  Avenue 
Wilson,  N.  C.  27893 


"What  is  the  difference  between  re- 
ults  and  consequences?"  a  teacher  ask- 
d  her  class. 

Little  Billie  answered:  "Results  are 
'hat  you  expect.  Consequences  are 
'hat  you  get." 


Patience  . . . 

You  need  never  to  take  a  step  in  the 
dark.  If  you  do,  you  are  sure  to  make 
a  mistake.  Wait,  wait,  wait  till  you 
have  light.  Remind  the  Lord  Jesus  that 
as  He  is  Counsellor  to  the  Church  of  God, 
He  will  be  your  particular  case  Counsellor 
and  Guide,  and  will  direct  you.  And  if 
you  patiently  wait,  expectantly  wait, 
you  will  find  that  the  waiting  is  not  in 
vain,  and  that  the  Lord  will  prove  Him- 


self a  Counsellor,  both  wise  and  good.— 
George  Muller. 


JUST  FOR  TODAY 

"Just  for  today,  my  Saviour- 
Tomorrow  is  not  mine, 

Just  for  today  I  ask  Thee 
For  light  and  health  Divine. 

Tomorrow's  care  I  must  not  bear, 
The  future  is  all  Thine." 

—Selected. 
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Unmigtigated 


by  the  Rev.  R.  P.  Harris 


Scriptural  Basis:  "Let  us  hear  the  con- 
clusion of  the  whole  matter  (the  realm 
of  human  concern):  Fear  God,  and  keep 
the  commandments:  for  this  is  the  whole 
duty  of  man"  (Ecclesiastes  12:13). 

FAITHFULNESS  IN  PRAYER 

The  soul  of  man  should  be  in  the  atti- 
tude of  prayer  at  all  times.  Someone 
has  suggested  that  the  soul  should  be 
on  its  knees  before  God  at  all  times.  I 
agree  with  this  wholeheartedly.  This 
requires  humility  and  sacred,  unending 
fellowship  with  God.  To  break  this 
closeness  with  God  allows  Satan  a  chance 
to  edge  in  and  impose  evil  suggestions 
upon  us. 

The  prime  object  of  prayer  by  all 
Christians  should  be  for  God's  people 
(Ephesians  6:18):  their  spiritual  needs, 
their  physical  and  mental  needs,  and 
their  acceptance  in  the  beloved.  As  soon 
as  one  can  attend  to  his  own  personal 
needs  for  prayer  and  deals  with  self  in 
the  proper  manner,  he  should  think  in 
terms  of  the  needs  of  others.  This  is 
not  selfishness,  it  is  only  a  matter  of 
preparing  oneself  to  enter  into  a  service 
for  the  benefit  of  others.  Jealousy  is 
not  good  between  people.  Respect  and 
esteem  for  others  open  avenues  of  ser- 
vice in  many  ways.  Selfishness  will  have 
to  go  when  the  soul  is  in  touch  with 
God  on  behalf  of  others. 

The  next  best  object  of  prayer  con- 
cerns itself  with  prayer  for  those  who 
oppose  and  despitefully  use  and  perse- 
cute us.  ".  .  .  Vengeance  belongeth  un- 
to me,  I  will  recompense,  saith  the  Lord. 
.  .  ."  (Hebrews  10:30).  The  person  who 
takes  the  attitude  of  vengeance  and 
despite  has  not  assumed  the  character 
and  likeness  of  God.  The  Christian  is 
duty  bound  to  follow  Christ  in  all  things 
pertaining  to  character  and  personality 


New  Growth 


BY  MRS.  ROYCE  MATTHEWS  M 

AT  THE  TOMB 

Early  in  the  morning,  Mary  Magda- 
lene, the  other  Mary,  and  Salome  placed 
the  embalming  spices  carefully  in  their 
basket.  Without  a  word  they  turned, 
and  with  heavy  hearts,  left  the  house. 
Their  robes  of  mourning,  uncomfort- 
ably new,  made  swishing  noises  as  they 
trudged  along  the  stony  path  toward  the 
cemetery. 

Two  days  before  they  had  tenderly 
watched  as  the  dried  blood  was  sponged 
from  Jesus'  lacerated  face.  Then  Joseph 
of  Arimathea  gently  wound  His  body  in 
grave  clothes. 

"Where  are  we  going  from  here,  Mary 
Magdalene?"  asked  Salome. 

"I  don't  know,"  she  answered  list- 
lessly. "Until  Jesus,  I  had  never  met 
anyone  who  respected  me.  He  gave  me 
a  new  life.  I  depended  on  Him  for  guid- 
ance. What  can  we  do,  Mary?"  Mary 
Magdalene  burst  into  sobs  again,  and 
the  other  Mary,  feeling  utterly  helpless, 
tried  without  success  to  comfort  her. 

As  they  rounded  the  last  bend  at  the 
foot  of  the  hill,  automatically  their  eyes 
flew  upward  to  the  tomb  where  their 
precious  Lord  was  laid.  Mary  clutched 
Mary  Magdalene's  hand  as  the  three 
women  stood  for  a  moment,  trying  to 


traits.  We  must  take  the  attitude  of 
giving  all  of  self  for  the  love  and  bene- 
fit of  others  and  this  is  the  unmitigated 
truth. 

The  third  best  object  of  prayer  by  the 
Christian  concerns  the  need  of  kings, 
rulers,  or  all  people  who  are  in  authority. 
In  these  days  we  are  aware,  in  no  uncer- 
tain terms,  that  our  President,  senators, 
congressmen,  and  congresswomen  stand 
in  need  of  honest,  sincere  prayer  by 
those  who  can  pray  through  to  God.  The 
Christian  is  the  only  person  who  can  do 
this.  There  is  a  difference  between 
praying  and  merely  the  saying  of  pray- 
ers. Only  the  person  who  has  given 
himself  to  God  for  cleansing  and,  having 
received  forgiveness  and  cleansing  by 
drawing  near  unto  God  in  deed  and  in 
truth,  can  reach  the  throne  of  grace  in 
prayer.  Our  nation  needs  praying,  con- 
secrated, and  spiritual  citizens  who  will 
as  it  were  "sit  in  sackcloth  and  ashes" 
repenting  for  the  sins  of  the  nation. 
Amen. 


build  up  courage  for  the  task  that  41 
ahead. 

They  mad.e  their  way  slowly  up  t 
steep  incline,  looking  neither  left  n 
right.  The  Roman  guards  may  mista: 
any  glance  as  an  open  invitation  for  vi 
gar  insults  and  accusations. 

Mary  Magdalene  jerked  Salome's  rol 
and  pointed,  her  mouth  open  to  spea 
but  no  sound  would  come.  The  gia 
stone  that  had  closed  the  mouth  of  tl 
tomb  had  been  rolled  away. 

Suddenly,  they  regained  their  sensJ 
and  ran  into  the  cave.  On  the  pa  I  lei 
where  they  had  last  seen  Jesus,  lay  tH 
binding  clothes.  They  ran  to  the  hew 
out  places  in  the  rock  to  see  where  H 
body  may  be  hidden.  But  they  cou 
not  find  Him.   He  was  gone! 

"Where  have  they  taken  Him?"  Mai 
Magdalene  wailed;  "as  if  killing  Hi 
wasn't  enough!"  she  finished  in  desper! 
tion. 

With  uncertain  hesitation  and  heac 
bowed  low,  they  turned  their  backs  c 
the  empty  pallet. 

Suddenly  they  were  surrounded  by  a 
iridescent  light.  They  shrank  back,  at 
ticipating  a  blow  from  the  soldier- 
When  none  came,  they  looked  up,  an 
standing  before  them  at  the  entrance  1 
the  tomb,  were  two  angels. 
"What  have  they  done  with  my  Lord? 
Mary  Magdalene  asked,  pleading. 

"He  is  not  here:  for  he  is  risen,"  tH 
angel  answered.  Then  finished,  reprc 
ing,  "as  he  said.  .  .  ."  (Matthew  28:6). 

There  weren't  only  the  Marys  an 
Salome  at  the  tomb  on  the  third  da* 
How  often  do  you  find  yourself  wit 
your  basket  of  spices  looking  for  th 
dead  body  of  Jesus? 

Anytime  we  enter  grievingly  into 
seemingly  hopeless  situation,  we  hav 
the  assurance,  if  we  look  up,  that  th 
angel  will  say,  "He  is  not  here:  for  he  i 
risen,  as  he  said."   Praise  the  Lord! 


NOTICE 

The  Ayden  Bible  and  Bookstore  an 
the  printing  department  of  the  Free  Wi 
Baptist  Press  Foundation,  along  with  th 
branch  stores  at  Smithfield,  New  Ben 
and  Wilson,  North  Carolina,  will  fa 
closed  Monday,  April  15,  in  observant 
of  the  Easter  holidays.  They  will  all  fa 
opened  for  business  on  Tuesday,  Apr 
16,  at  the  regular  hours.  Thank  you. 
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Question:  Please  explain,  "In  the  same 
/  shall  the  Lord  shave  with  a  razor 
3t  is  hired,  namely,  by  them  beyond 
i  river,  by  the  king  of  Assyria,  the 
3d,  and  the  hair  of  the  feet:  and  it 
all  also  consume  the  beard"  (Isaiah  7: 
).  I  am  especially  concerned  about 
d's  saying  He  would  shave  with  a 
:or  those  who  are  hired. 

Answer:  God  used  other  people  more 
eked  than  Israel  as  instruments  of 
nishment  to  Israel  that  He  might  chas- 
i  her  and  bring  her  back  to  Himself, 
is  is  in  keeping  with  His  principle  ex- 
3ssed  in,  "And  ye  have  forgotten  the 
hortation  which  speaketh  unto  you  as 
to  children,  My  son,  despise  not  thou 
3  chastening  of  the  Lord,  nor  faint 
len  thou  art  rebuked  of  him:  For  whom 
3  Lord  loveth  he  chasteneth,  and 
Durgeth  every  son  whom  he  receiveth. 

ye  endure  chastening,  God  dealeth 
th  you  as  with  sons;  for  what  son  is 

whom  the  father  chasteneth  not?  But 
ye  be  without  chastisement,  whereof 

are  partakers,  then  are  ye  bastards, 
d  not  sons"  (Hebrews  12:5-8). 
In  the  tenth  chapter  of  Isaiah  God 
es  figurative  language,  telling  how  He 
II  use  Assyria  with  her  army  to  hum- 
|  Israel  and  cause  her  to  return  to 
m  so  He  can  give  her  the  blessings  He 
3nts  to  give  His  obedient  people.  "0 
■Syrian,  the  rod  of  mine  anger,  and  the 
iff  in  their  hand  is  mine  indignation, 
will  send  him  against  an  hypocritical 
tion,  and  against  the  people  of  my 
'ath  will  I  give  him  a  charge,  to  take 
e  spoil,  and  to  take  the  prey,  and  to 
3ad  them  down  like  the  mire  of  the 
reets.  Howbeit  he  meaneth  not  so, 
lither  doth  his  heart  think  so;  but  it 
in  his  heart  to  destroy  and  cut  off  na- 
)ns  not  a  few.  For  he  saith,  Are  not 
y  princes  altogether  kings?  Is  not 
ilno  as  Carchemish?  is  not  Hamath  as 
■pad?  is  not  Samaria  as  Damascus?  As 
y  hand  hath  found  the  kingdoms  of  the 
ols,  and  whose  graven  images  did  ex- 
I  them  of  Jerusalem  and  of  Samaria; 


Shall  I  not,  as  I  have  done  unto  Samaria 
and  her  idols,  so  do  to  Jerusalem  and 
her  idols?  Wherefore  it  shall  come  to 
pass  that  when  the  Lord  hath  perform- 
ed his  whole  work  upon  mount  Zion  and 
on  Jerusalem,  I  will  punish  the  fruit  of 
the  stout  heart  of  the  king  of  Assyria, 
and  the  glory  of  his  high  looks"  (Isaiah 
10:5-12).  In  these  verses  we  see  God 
using  this  heathen  nation  as  His  chasten- 
ing rod  to  punish  His  own  covenant  peo- 
ple back  in  line  with  Him  and  His  plans 
for  them. 

The  expression,  "shave  with  a  razor," 
is  an  utterance  common  in  that  day  mean- 
ing chasten  or  punish.  The  Jews  did  not 
shave  with  a  razor.  It  was  in  keeping 
with  God's  plan  for  Israel  that  all  men 
should  allow  their  beards  to  grow.  How- 
ever, when  Joseph  was  a  prisoner  in 
Egypt  he  shaved  in  preparation  to  meet 
the  king  having  been  summoned  for  the 
meeting.  "Then  Pharaoh  sent  and  call- 
ed Joseph,  and  they  brought  him  has- 
tily out  of  the  dungeon:  and  he  shaved 
himself,  and  changed  his  raiment,  and 
came  in  unto  Pharaoh"  (Genesis  41:14). 
In  order  to  see  the  contrast  in  one's 
grooming  under  heathen  rule  to  that  in 
Israel,  compare:  "They  shall  not  make 
baldness  upon  their  head,  neither  shall 
they  shave  off  the  corner  of  their  beard, 
nor  make  any  cuttings  in  their  flesh" 
(Leviticus  21:5). 

In  the  case  of  those  referred  to  in  the 
verse  as  being  hired,  evidently  the  As- 
syrians are  those  so  designated  since 
God  will  be  using  them  as  one  would 
mercenary  soldiers  to  fight  His  battle 
and  accomplish  His  purpose.  This  is  His 
method  of  humbling  Israel  so  that  she 
will  be  brought  back  to  Him  to  enjoy  the 
blessings  He  promised  her  while  she  is 
obedient  to  Him. 

A  similar  principle  applies  to  backslid- 
den Christians  whom  God  allows  to  be 
humbled  in  order  that  they  realize  their 
need  of  Him  and  their  dependence  unon 
Him.  "And  the  afflicted  people  thou 
wilt  save:  but  thine  eyes  are  upon  the 


IN  AAEAAORIAM 

MR.  VIRLEY  WOOD 
Please  grant  me  space  to  say  a  few 
words  in  memory  of  a  loving  husband 
and  good  father,  Mr.  Virley  Wood,  who 
departed  this  life  January  2,  1972.  Vir- 
ley always  had  a  smile  on  his  face  and 
a  very  pleasant  manner.  He  was  always 
willing  to  lend  a  helping  hand  to  those 
in  need.  He  was  so  kind  and  generous 
to  his  family,  relatives,  and  friends.  He 
was  truly  a  noble  man  while  here  on 
earth,  and  did  his  best  for  all  he  came  in 
contact  with.  We  who  are  left  behind 
really  miss  him,  but  feel  certain  that  he 
is  at  rest  in  his  heavenly  home  with  Je- 
sus. Though  he  is  gone,  he  will  never 
be  forgotten.  His  wife,  sons,  daughters, 
and  grandchildren  know  that  he  can 
never  return  to  them,  but  they  can  live  a 
life  so  as  to  meet  him  in  God's  tomor- 
row. 

Written  by  his  wife, 
Mrs.  Thelma  B.  Wood 


haughty,  that  thou  mayest  bring  them 
down"  (2  Samuel  22:28). 

George  H.  Sandison  makes  the  follow- 
ing comment  on  this  verse  on  Page  382, 
in  Volume  2,  of  1000  Difficult  Bible  Ques- 
tions: 

"The  passage  is  its  own  explanation. 
It  is  that  God  would  use  Assyria  to  chas- 
tise and  punish  his  people.  The  loss  of 
the  beard  among  the  Jews  was  consider- 
ed an  indignity  and  a  disgrace.  Evil  was 
to  come  upon  them,  and  Assyria  would 
be  the  instrument  in  God's  hand  of  in- 
flicting it.  The  Assyrians  were  not  his 
servants,  and  did  not  know  that  in  at- 
tacking Israel  they  were  doing  God's 
will.  They  were  hired,  in  the  sense  that 
they  received  compensation  in  plunder, 
not  as  God's  children  obeying  him,  but 
as  strangers  who  were  hired  and  paid 
for  performing  a  special  task." 

Here  we  have  God's  instructions  to 
Solomon  at  the  time  they  were  given 
him.  He  was  a  man  of  prayer,  and  the 
same  kind  of  instructions  are  given  to 
us,  the  church  in  the  New  Testament. 
"If  I  shut  up  heaven  that  there  be  no 
rain,  or  if  I  command  the  locusts  to  de- 
vour the  land,  or  if  I  send  pestilence 
among  my  people,-  If  my  people,  which 
are  called  by  my  name,  shall  humble 
themselves,  and  pray,  and  seek  my  face, 
and  turn  from  their  wicked  ways,-  then 
will  I  hear  from  heaven,  and  will  for- 
give their  sin,  and  will  heal  their  land" 
(2  Chronicles  7:13,  14). 
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Katherine  Bevis 


IKE  sat  in  his  room.    He  shook  his 
piggy  bank  and  watched  the  coins 
as  mey  dropped  onto  his  desk. 

When  the  last  coin  had  dropped  out, 
Mike  carefully  placed  the  bank  in  its 
place  on  the  shelf  above  his  desk. 

He  began  counting  his  pennies,  nick- 
els, and  dimes:  "Five,  ten,  fifteen,  twen- 
ty. .  .  ."  As  Mike  counted  his  savings 
to  the  last  coin,  he  called  out  to  his 
mother,  "Oh,  Mother,  I  can  get  an  Easter 
lily.  I  have  $2.50— just  the  amount  I 
need  for  that  beautiful  lily  in  Mr.  Scott's 
flower  shop." 

"I  didn't  know  you  were  saving  your 
money  for  an  Easter  lily,"  said  Mother 
as  sue  walked  into  Mike's  room. 

"Well,  you  see,  our  teacher  asked  us 
several  weeks  ago  to  try  to  bring  an 
Easter  lily  to  put  in  the  church  on  Easter 
Sunday  morning,"  said  Mike.  "I  was 
afraid  I  wouldn't  have  enough  money  to 
get  that  real  pretty  one.  But  now  I  can. 
Oh,  Mother!  I'm  so  glad.  May  I  go 
right  now  and  get  it,  please?  I  want 
you  to  see  what  a  pretty  lily  it  is." 

"Yes,  dear,"  smiled  Mother,  "but  re- 
member, be  careful." 

As  Mike  was  passing  Mrs.  Jones's 
house,  he  could  see  her  sitting  in  her 
wheel  chair,  looking  out  the  window. 
She  waved  to  Mike,  and  he  waved  back. 

Poor  Mrs.  Jones,  thought  Mike,  as  he 
hurried  on  to  the  shop.  She  hasn't  been 
to  church  for  a  long,  long  time.  Why, 
she  won't  even  get  to  see  all  the  pretty 
Easter  lilies  tomorrow.  She  might  not 
see  even  one. 

Mike  had  reached  the  shop  now.  All 
he  could  think  of  was  the  pretty  lily  he 
was  going  to  carry  down  the  aisle  at 
church  tomorrow  and  place  on  the  altar. 


Of  course,  many  of  the  others  in  his  class 
would  do  the  same,  but  none  could  be 
prettier  than  the  one  he  was  buying. 

Now  Mike  started  home.  Carefully  he 
carried  his  precious  plant. 

Mrs.  Jones  had  wheeled  herself  out 
on  the  porch.  When  she  saw  Mike,  she 
called  out,  "Why,  Mike,  what  a  beauti- 
ful Easter  lily!  I  know  the  church  will 
be  pretty  tomorrow  with  all  its  lovely 
flowers.    How  I  wish  I  could  go." 

All  at  once  Mike  felt  a  big  lump  in 
his  throat.  He  stopped  still  on  the  walk. 
"Mrs.  Jones,"  said  Mike,  as  he  walked 
up  to  the  porch,  "I  have  been  thinking 
about  your  not  being  able  to  go  to 
church  and  about  all  the  pretty  taster 
lilies  that  will  be  on  the  altar  tomor- 
row. I  want  you  to  have  one,  so  I 
bought  this  for  you.  And  Mrs.  Jones,  I 
want  you  to  know  I  saved  the  money  all 
by  myself  to  buy  it." 

Tears  were  now  streaming  down  Mrs. 
Jones's  face.  "Oh,  Mike,"  she  said, 
"surely  the  Lord  must  have  told  you  to 
do  this.  You  have  brightened  my  Easter 
for  me.  I  have  so  missed  being  in 
church.  You  are  the  first  person  to 
bring  me  an  Easter  lily  since  I  have  been 
too  crippled  to  get  out  and  see  all  the 
pretty  Easter  flowers.  Mike,  dear,  may 
God  bless  you  for  this." 

Now  Mike  was  running  home.  God 
was  already  blessing  him.  The  lump 
was  gone  from  his  throat.  He  felt  so 
good  deep  down  inside.  Running  into 
the  house,  he  exclaimed,  "Oh,  Mother, 
I  am  already  having  a  happy  Easter! 
There  will  be  plenty  of  flowers  at  the 
church  tomorrow,  so  I  gave  Mrs.  Jones 
my  Easter  lily." 

"Mike,"  said  Mother,  hugging  him 
tightly,  "you  have  pleased  Jesus  much 
more  than  if  you  were  to  walk  down  the 
aisle  tomorrow  with  your  lily."— Select- 
ed. 


Marjorie  A.  Clark 

HE  that  hath  the  Son  hath  life,' 
Joanne  said  her  memory  verse  ovi 
and  over  as  she  brushed  her  hair  uni 
it  was  smooth  and  shining.  Then  si 
carefully  took  her  yellow  nylon  dre: 
from  its  hanger  and  pulled  it  over  hi 
head. 

"Joanne,  come  for  breakfast!"  h' 
mommy  called. 
"I'm  coming!" 

Joanne  found  her  apron,  and  hurrit 
into  the  kitchen. 

"Are  we  having  colored  eggs  fi 
Easter?"  she  said. 

Mommy  smiled.  "No,  scrambled  oni| 
instead.  But  look,  there  is  a  pretty  ec 
by  your  plate." 

Sure  enough,  there  was  a  yellow  ca 
dy  egg  in  a  little  green  basket. 

"That's  from  me,"  Brother  Georg 
said. 

"Thank  you."  But  that  wasn't  a'; 
Inside  a  shining  golden  box  was  an  ec 
of  dark  chocolate,  and  pink  roses,  wil 
her  name  written  across  the  front 
"Joanne"! 

And  then  Daddy  was  coming  in  tit 
door. 

"Here  is  another  Easter  egg  for  yoi 
Joanne,"  he  said.    He  had  a  little  b 
in  his  hand.   Inside  the  box  was  soft  co 
ton  wool,  and  a  plain,  ordinary  egg. 

"It's  just  an  ordinary  egg,"  she  sal 
Then  Daddy  pointed  to  a  little  hole  <| 
one  end. 

"It's  hollow!  No!  I  see  somethir; 
moving.  It's  alive  or  something!"  Joanrj 
said.    "What's  in  it?" 

"Why,  it's  a  little  chick,  just  abo 
ready  to  come  out  of  the  egg,"  Dadd 
said.   "We'll  put  it  back  with  its  moth(( 
while  we  have  breakfast." 

Joanne  could  hardly  wait  until  brea 
fast  was  over.  She  didn't  stop  to  tat 
a  bite  out  of  the  yellow  candy  egg.  SI 
didn't  eat  a  pink  rose  from  the  chocola- 
egg.  She  went  out  to  see  the  plain,  o 
dinary  egg. 

The  egg  wasn't  there  at  all!  Thei 
was  just  some  broken  egg  shell  near  tl 
mother  hen.    And  then,  Joanne  saw 
little  chick,  all  fluffy  and  yellow! 
blinked  a  black  eye  at  her,  and  sa 
"peep-peep." 

"I  liked  that  Easter  egg  best  of  all 
Joanne  said,  "because  it  was  alive." 
(continued  on  page  fifteen) 
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SUNDAY,  APRIL  14 
[f  scripture  Reading— John  20:1-17 
Christ  Is  Risen— Hallelujah! 

rist  is  risen!  Hallelujah! 

Sladness  fills  the  world  today; 

)m  the  tomb  that  could  not  hold  Kiiiij 

See,  the  stone  is  rolled  away! 

rist  hath  risen!  Hallelujah! 

Blessed  morn  of  life  and  light! 

,  the  grave  is  rent  asunder, 

Death  is  conquered  through  His  might. 

irist  hath  risen!  Hallelujah! 
Friends  of  Jesus,  dry  your  tears; 
jrough  the  veil  of  gloom  and  darkness, 
Lo,  the  Son  of  God  appears! 

wist  hath  risen!  Hallelujah! 
He  hath  risen,  as  He  said; 
3  is  now  the  King  of  Glory, 
And  our  great,  exalted  Head. 

—Fanny  J.  Crosby. 
Prayer  Thought 
To  know  we  have  a  risen  Saviour  is  the 
jst  wonderful  consolation  we  shall  ever 
issess,    A  dead  God  would  be  no  com- 
rt  at  all.   Our  Christ  is  risen! 

MONDAY,  APRIL  15 
[Scripture  Reading— 1  Corinthians  6:14 

Overwhelming  Evidence! 
Arnold  of  Rugby  declared:  "I  have  been 
ed  for  many  years  to  study  the  histories 
other  times,  and  to  examine  and  weigh 
e  evidence  of  those  who  have  written 
>out  them  and  I  know  of  no  one  fact  in 
e  history  of  mankind  which  is  proved  by 
itter  and  fuller  evidence  of  every  sort,  to 
e  undei standing  of  a  fair  enquirer,  than 
■e  great  sign  which  God  hath  given  us 
at  Christ  died  and  rose  again  from  the 
sad."— Moody  Monthly. 

Prayer  Thought 
Everywhere  we  look  we  are  able  to  see 
w  wonders  of  our  God.  Evidences  of  His 
kistence  are  inescapable  and  undeniable. 
\yie  empty  tomb  is  reassuring. 

TUESDAY,  APRIL  16 
Scripture  Reading— Isaiah  25:8 

Even  Ingersoll  Had  Hope! 
The    infidel,     Robert     Ingersoll,  when 
anding  at  the  grave  of  his  brother,  said, 


"Life  is  a  narrow  vale  between  the  cold 
and  barren  peaks  of  two  eternities.  We 
strive  in  vain  to  look  beyond  the  height. 
We  cry  aloud,  and  the  only  answer  is  the 
echo  of  our  wailing  cry.  From  the  voice- 
less lips  of  the  unreplying  dead  there 
comes  no  word.  Rut  in  the  night  of  death 
hope  sees  a  star  and  listening  love  can  hear 
the  rustle  of  a  wing!"— W.  R.  K. 

Prayer  Thought 
In  times  of  stress  and  need  we  all  need 
a  crutch  to  lean  on.  Christianity  is  one  of 
the  most  stable  and  inexpensive  crutches 
available.  Don't  wait  until  a  dire  need 
arises.  Enjoy  the  benefits  of  our  loving  God 
everyday. 

WEDNESDAY,  APRIL  17 

Scripture  Reading-Acts  17:18,  32 
Our  Living  Saviour 

Vital  Christian  experience  comes  from 
knowing  Jesus  as  the  living  Saviour. 

Two  irreligious  young  men  were  discuss- 
ing the  resurrection,  telling  each  other  why 
it  was  impossible  for  them  to  accept  the 
doctrine.  Then  a  deacon  of  a  nearby 
church  walked  by,  and  in  a  joking  way  one 
of  the  young  fellows  called  to  him,  "Say, 
Deacon,  tell  us  why  you  believe  that  Jesus 
rose  again."  "Well,"  he  answered,  "one 
reason  is  that  I  was  talking  with  Him  for 
half  a  hour  this  very  morning."  We  may 
all  experience  proof  of  the  resurrection  of 
Christ  in  the  acknowledging  of  His  living 
presence  in  our  lives.  No  one  who  knows 
Jesus  personally  questions  the  resurrection. 
— Watchman-Examiner. 

Prayer  Thought 

A  good  talk  with  the  Lord  will  enable 
us  to  make  it  through  our  most  trying  days. 
He  is  always  there  willing  to  listen  and 
able  to  help. 

THURSDAY,  APRIL  18 
Scripture  Reading— Luke  14:14 
From  Despair  to  Joy 
It  is  said  that  when  Harry  Lauder  re- 
ceived a  telegram  that  his  son  had  been 
killed  on  the  battlefield  he  was  hurled  into 
a  state  of  despondency  that  threatened  his 
reason.  He  raved  against  a  cruel  fate  that 
had  torn  his  son  from  him.  Then  one  day 
he  learned  that  the  boy  had  become  a 
Christian  and  was  waiting  for  him  on  the 
other  side  of  death.  The  realization  that 
the  life  in  Christ  would  blossom  anew  in 
the  life  beyond,  because  Christ  had  risen 
from  the  dead,  lifted  him  out  of  black 
despair.  He  found  a  new  incentive  to  live. 
He  exclaimed,  "I  would  that  I  could  pic- 
ture to  you  the  joy  that  lies  in  the  assur- 
ance of  seeing  my  boy  again." 

If  Easter  be  not  true, 
Then  faith  must  mount  on  broken  wing; 
Then  hope  no  more  immortil  spring; 
Then  hope  must  lose  her  mighty  urge; 
Life  prove  a  phantom,  death  a  dirge— 

If  Easter  be  not  true. 

—Henry  H.  Barstow. 


Prayer  Thought 

Our  whole  existence  would  be  as  a  barren 
wasteland  if  there  were  no  truth  in  Easter. 
The  grave  is  not  our  destination,  it  is  only 
a  short  stopover  on  our  journey. 

FRIDAY,  APRIL  19 
Scripture  Reading— Psalm  49:15 
"Don't  You  Believe  It!" 
It  was  this  blessed  hope  of  unending 
bliss  that  rendered  D.  L.  Moody  triumph- 
ant in  life  and  all-glorious  in  death.  Be- 
fore his  home-going,  he  said,  "Some  day 
you  will  read  in  the  papers  that  D.  L. 
Moody  is  dead.  Don't  you  believe  it!  At 
that  moment  I  shall  be  more  alive  than  I 
am  now;  I  shall  have  gone  up  higher,  that 
is  all!  I  was  born  of  the  flesh  in  1837;  I 
was  born  of  the  Spirit  in  1856.  That  which 
is  born  of  the  flesh  may  die,  but  that  which 
is  born  of  the  Spirit  will  live  forever!"— 
W.  B.  K. 

Prayer  Thought 
Cry  not  over  lifeless  forms  in  coffins. 
The  soul  of  a  Christian  has  a  far  better 
life  awaiting  it.  Rejoice  for  their  good  for- 
tune. 

SATURDAY,  APRIL  20 
Scripture  Reading— Psalm  84:11 
Needless  Accumulation 
Forget  not  that  your  first  and  principal 
business  as  a  disciple  of  Christ  is  to  give 
the  gospel  to  those  who  .have  it  not.  If 
you  cannot  go  in  person,  inquire  diligently 
what  blood-mortgage  there  is  on  your  prop- 
erty in  the  interest  of  lost  souls.     I  warn 
you  that  it  will  go  hard  with  you  when  the 
Lord  comes  to  reckon  with  you,  if  He  finds 
wealth  hoarded  up  in  needless  accumula- 
tions instead  of  being  carefully  devoted  to 
giving  the  gospel  to  the  lost.— A.  J.  Gordon. 
Prayer  Thought 
Our  stay  on  earth  affords  us  an  oppor- 
tunity to  make  preparation  for  our  eternal 
home  in  heaven.   Use  the  time  well.  None 
of  us  know  our  time  of  departure. 

(Devotions  used  by  permission,  Knight's 
Master  Book  of  New  Illustrations,  Eerd- 
mans  Press.) 
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ST.  CLAIRE  BIBLE  CLAS^) 

THE  SUNDAY  fC 
SCHOOL  LESSON^ 

FOR  APRIL  21  «^ 


The  Spirit  Transcends 
Institutions 

Lesson  Text:  Acts  15:1-12 
Memory  Verse:  Ephesians  2:14 

I.  INTRODUCTION 

About  the  middle  of  the  first  century 
A.  D.  the  Jerusalem  church  was  consid- 
ered the  leading  church  of  the  new  Chris- 
tian way.  Having  begun  there,  the 
church  grew,  relatively  speaking,  in 
prestige  and  power.  It  was  the  seat  of 
the  first  interchurch  council,  a  sort  of 
headquarters  for  the  other  churches.  It 
was  to  Jerusalem  that  they  would  bring 
their  church  problems  and  there  policies 
were  made  respecting  all  the  churches. 
By  the  middle  of  the  first  century  there- 
fore, the  Jerusalem  church  might  have 
been  considered  the  first  governing  insti- 
tution of  the  churches. 

One  of  the  most  serious  problems  fac- 
ing the  early  Christians  was  legalism — 
the  practice  of  combining  certain  fea- 
tures of  the  law  with  those  of  grace. 
To  the  minds  of  such  men  as  Paul  and 
Peter,  this  was  not  at  all  desirable,  and 
in  the  light  of  the  true  teaching  of  the 
gospel  it  was  wrong.  The  demands  of 
the  law  had  been  met  at  the  Cross;  men 
were  now  saved  through  faith  in  the 
Lord  Jesus  Christ. 

Still  another  problem  faced  them 
which  at  first  was  not  realized.  The 
Holy  Spirit  founded  the  church  at  Pente- 
cost. He  came  to  dwell  in  the  hearts  of 
converted  men  and  women.  He  was  to 
be  their  guide  in  all  manner  of  things 
regarding  the  kingdom  of  God.  He  was 
to  be  the  deciding  influences  in  all 
church  matters,  just  as  He  is  today.  In 
His  eyes  there  was  no  difference  between 
Jew  and  Gentile;  all  were  children  of 
God  through  grace.  In  every  instance  He 
must  transcend  the  institutions  of  the 
church,  and  that  brings  us  to  our  les- 
son for  today.— The  Advanced  Quarterly 
(F.W.B.). 

II.  HINTS  THAT  HELP 

A.  If  the  Jerusalem  Conference  had 


not  been  held  there  v/ould  have  been 
two  churches:  a  Jewish  church  and  a  Gen- 
tile church.  The  Jewish  church  would 
have  been  teaching  that  for  one  to  be 
saved  he  had  to  become  a  Jew  by  cir- 
cumcision and  the  Gentile  church  would 
have  been  saying  that  we  are  saved  by 
faith  through  grace.  Yet  there  are  those 
in  the  church  today  who  insist  that  water 
baptism  is  essential  to  being  saved. 

B.  God  had  called  Peter  to  carry  the 
message  of  the  gospel  to  the  Gentiles, 
but  He  did  not  direct  him  to  preach  cir- 
cumcision. It  appeared  that  God  was 
either  mistaken  or  the  people  who  in- 
sisted upon  circumcision  in  order  to  be 
saved  were  mistaken. 

C.  Institutions,  we  can  see  with  our 
own  eyes.  They  provide  something  that 
we  can  do  and  this  appeals  to  the  nature 
of  man  who  does  not  like  to  admit  his 
total  dependence  upon  God.  But  God 
wants  us  to  know  that  spiritual  matters 
always  transcend  the  physical  institu- 
tions. 

D.  We  have  talked  about  the  institu- 
tion of  baptism  in  this  lesson,  but  there 
are  other  physical  things  that  people  al- 
low to  come  between  them  and  salvation. 
With  some  it  is  a  church  doctrine,  with 
others,  it  is  a  ritual  in  the  church.  But 
it  seems  to  us  that  anything  material  or 
physical  that  we  place  ahead  of  the 
spiritual  birth  of  the  individual  is  wrong. 

E.  We  are  saved  by  grace  through  faith 
plus  nothing.   Do  you  really  believe  this? 

-The  Bible  Teacher  (F.W.B.). 

III.  ADDITIONAL  TRUTHS 

A.  The  unity  of  the  church  was  threat- 
ened in  this  early  period  by  the  Judaiz- 
ers.  There  was  danger  of  dividing  it 
into  two  bodies,  a  Jewish  and  a  Gentile 
church,  of  broken  fellowship. 

Our  Lord  intended  for  His  church  to 
be  one:  one  body,  one  kingdom,  one  fel- 
lowship. He  prayed  for  the  oneness  of 
all  His  followers,  followers  sanctified  or 
set  apart  by  the  Word,  which  is  truth; 
oneness  such  as  that  existing  between 
the  Father  and  the  Son  (John  17).  The 
Apostle  Paul  emphasized  the  unity  of  the 


/ 

divine  economy  in  the  Ephesian  lettj1 
"There  is  one  body,  and  one  spirit,  ev' 
as  ye  are  called  in  one  hope  of  your  Ccl1 
ing,-  one  Lord,  one  taitn,  one  Daptisj 
one  God  and  Fatner  of  all,"  he  wroj 
and  admonished  tnem  to  "keep  the  uffll 
of  the  Spirit  in  the  bond  of  peace"  I 
1-6). 

How  frequently  has  the  church  voti 
not  to  be  one.    Disregarding  the  Loral 
Prayer  and  apostolic  teacnmg,  the  cnun] 
has  become  so  fragmented,  so  engrossi' 
in  civil  war  as  to  nullify  its  witness  tl 
the  Prince  of   Peace   and   hinder  tl 
evangelization   of   the  world.  Jesul 
warning  stands  as  an  indictment  of 
divided  church,  a  broken  body.  "Eve 
kingdom  divided  against  itself  is  broug: 
to  desolation;  and  every  city  or  houa 
divided  against  itself  shall  not  stanc 
(Matthew  12:25).   Christians  must  desii 
to  see  the  church  grow,  to  perpetuate \ 
rather  than  divide  and  destroy  it. 

"There  never  was  a  time  when  it  w<| 
right  for  God's  people  to  be  divideil 
wrote  Jesse  Kellems,-  "no  amount  of  e: 
cuses  for  sectarianism  can  do  away  will 
the  fact  that  division  has  been  one  | 
the  blackest  sins  in  the  life  of  the  Churq 
of  God"  (Deity  of  Jesus).  Thomas  Camfl 
bell,  in  the  Declaration  and  Addres 
characterized  divisions  in  the  church  i\ 
antichristian,  antiscriptural,  antinatura! 

There  can  be  union  without  absolulj 
uniformity  in  all  things;  there  can  b 
differences  without  divisions.  There  I 
a  realm  of  faith  and  one  of  opiniori 
There  can  be  unity  of  faith  and  libertj 
of  opinion,  as  long  as  the  faith  is  n 
quired  of  all  and  the  liberty  allowed  tj 
all.  Many  years  ago  a  theologian  namej 
Meldenius  coined  the  following  formulj 
for  Christians  in  order  to  allow  for  dr| 
ferences  of  opinion  yet  maintain  unit] 
of  faith:  "In  essentials  unity;  in  nonef 
sentials  liberty,-  in  all  things  love. 
Thomas  Campbell,  with  like  intent,  ar 
nounced  this  principle:  "Where  the  Serif 
tures  speak,  we  speak;  where  the  Serif 
tures  are  silent,  we  are  silent."  Thin 
of  the  unity  and  the  peace  that  woul 
prevail  in  the  church  if  all  who  have  ac 
cepted  Jesus  as  Lord  accepted  and  livei 
by  these  two  slogans.  The  acceptanc 
of  the  Scriptures  as  the  all-sufficient  am 
alone-sufficient  standard  for  faith  am 
practice  and  the  elimination  of  infer 
ences  and  deductions  made  by  humai 
wisdom  as  authoritative  standards  cei 
tainly  should  help  to  restore  the  churcl 
to  that  unity  Christ  intended  and  fo 
which  He  prayed  and  that  was  exemoli 
fied  in  its  early  period.— Standard  Les 
son  Commentary. 


14 


THE  FREE  WILL  BAPTIS 


THE  CUP  THAT 
'OULD  NOT  PASS" 

(continued  from  page  three) 

;  of  God,  which  is  in  Christ  Jesus  our 
d"  (Romans  8:35,  38,  39). 
ven  though  the  pain  throbbed  His 
y,  the  crowd  mocked,  and  darkness 
ered  the  land,  Jesus  knew  that  God 
i  there  and  His  final  words  before 
death  were,  ".  .  .  Father,  unto  thy 
ds  I  commend  my  spirit:  .  .  ."  (Luke 
46).  And  what  hands  they  were! 
he  "cup"  would  not  pass,  but  God 
id  it  with  love,  salvation,  and  eternal 
for  all  who  will  drink  from  it!  "And 
took  the  cup,  and  gave  thanks,  and 
e  it  to  them,  saying,  Drink  ye  all  of 
For  this  is  my  blood  of  the  new  testa- 
it,  which  is  shed  for  many  for  the 
lission  of  sins"  (Matthew  26:27,  28). 


oys'  and  Girls7  Stories 

(continued  from  page  twelve) 

loanne  hurried  back  to  the  house  to 
ready  for  Sunday  school.  She  put 
her  hat  with  the  yellow  roses  to 

tch  her  dress. 

"He  that  hath  the  Son  hath  life,'" 
i  said,  just  to  make  sure  she  knew  her 
se. 

Mommy  kissed  her  good-bye. 

"You  look  just  like  a  little  Easter  egg 
urself,  so  pretty  and  sweet,"  Mommy 
d. 

Joanne  thought  about  her  yellow  egg. 
e  thought  about  the  egg  with  candy 
ses.  But  the  egg  she  liked  best  was 
5  plain  one  that  was  alive  inside! 

Were  people   like  Easter  eggs  too? 

I  'He  that  hath  the  Son  hath  life,'  " 
lanne  said  her  verse.  "But  what  does 
jat  mean?"  she  asked  her  Sunday 
100I  teacher. 

"You  know,  Joanne.  Remember  that 
y  you  asked  the  Lord  Jesus  to  come 
to  your  heart?  Jesus  is  God's  Son, 
id  when  He  comes  into  your  heart  you 
ive  everlasting  life." 

"Then  that  verse  means  me?" 
"Yes,  it  means  you." 
"I'd  rather  have  life  than  be  sweet 
id  pretty."  Joanne  said.  Her  teacher 
dn't  know  what  she  meant,  but  Joanne 
d.  She'd  rather  be  like  the  plain  egg 
ith  the  life  inside,  than  the  yellow  one 
iat  was  so  sweet,  or  the  chocolate  one 
at  was  so  pretty.— Selected. 


Churches  and  Ministers 
Available 

(Note:  This  column  is  provided,  when 
needed,  ior  any  church  that  is  seeking  a 
pastor  and  for  any  minister  who  is  seeking 
a  church  to  serve  and  would  like  to  give 
such  notice.  Please  send  the  necessary  in- 
formation to  the  editor  of  "The  Free  Will 
Baptist."  Each  notice  will  run  for  two  is- 
sues only. ) 


The  Rev.  M.  E.  Cox  announces  that  he 
will  be  available  for  full-time  pastorate 
at  a  date  fitting  to  both  the  church  he 
accepts  and  the  one  he  is  leaving.  He 
has  served  the  Highland  Pines  Free  Will 
Baptist  Church,  Hamlet,  North  Carolina, 
full-time,  for  the  past  ten  years.  Under 
his  leadership  the  church  has  experienced 
tremendous  growth  with  no  problems. 
However,  he  feels  that  he  has  completed 
his  work  there.  You  may  contact  Mr. 
Cox  by  writing  408  Henderson  Street, 
Hamlet,  North  Carolina  27345,  or  by 
calling  582-1826. 

The  Rev.  John  W.  Sexton  states  that 
he  is  available  for  pastoral  work  and 
revival  services.  Any  church  desiring  his 
services  may  contact  him  by  writing 
Route  1,  Box  254,  Plymouth,  North  Caro- 
lina 27962,  or  calling  793-2782. 

The  Owen's  Chapel  Free  Will  Baptist 
Church  near  Elm  City,  North  Carolina,  is 
seeking  a  full-time  pastor.   Any  minister 


interested  in  serving  this  church  please 
contact  Mr.  William  B.  Bailey,  Route  1, 
Box  150,  Stantonsburg,  North  Carolina 
27883,  or  phone  (919)  243-6916;  or  Mr. 
Kinshen  Walston,  Route  3,  Elm  City, 
North  Carolina  27822,  or  phone  (919) 
127-0909. 

The  Rev.  Francis  Garner  wishes  to  an- 
nounce that  he  will  be  available  for  full- 
time  pastoral  services  effective  June  2, 
1974.  Any  church  interested  in  Mr. 
Garner's  services  may  contact  him  by 
writing  Route  1,  Box  186-D,  Dunn,  North 
Carolina  28334;  or  telephone,  Coharie 
567-2188. 


A  "De-Flater!" 

An  influential  Christ-rejector  was 
genuinely  saved  in  a  church  service.  The 
pastor's  heart  was  overjoyed!  The  edge 
of  his  joy,  however,  was  somewhat  dull- 
ed when  he  asked  the  new  convert  what 
it  was  in  his  sermon  that  brought  him 
to  God.  "Ah,"  said  the  convert,  "It 
wasn't  your  sermon,-  it  was  your  text!"— 
W.  B.  K. 


When  the  neighbor  lady  gave  Tommy  a 
piece  of  cake  he  politely  said,  "Thank 
you." 

"Now  I  like  to  hear  little  boys  say 
'thank  you.'"  the  kind  neighbor  said. 

"If  you  want  to  hear  me  say  it  again," 
Tommy  said,  "You  can  put  some  ice 
cream  on  my  cake." 


THEY  CALL  ME  COACH 

John  Wooden  as  told  to  Jack  Tobin 


"No  coach  should  be  trusted  with  the  tremendous  responsibility  of  working  with  young  men 
under  the  great  mental,  emotional,  and  physical  conditions  to  which  they  are  subjected 
unless  he  is  spiritually  strong.  If  he  does  possess  this  inner  strength,  it  is  only  because  he 
has  faith  in  God  and  truly  loves  his  fellow  man." 
The  fascinating  first-person  story  of  UCLA's  distinguished  basketball  coach. 
"What  Rockne  was  to  football,  Connie  Mack  to  baseball,  and  Wilbur  and  Orville  Wright  to 
flying,  John  Wooden  is  to  basketball.  This  book  captures  the  full  flavor  of  the  man,  the 
philosophies  that  work  in  life  and  philosophies  that  work  on  the  court.  I  commend  it  to 
people  who  want  to  succeed  at  either  —  or  both."  —  Jim  Murray,  LOS  ANGELES  TIMES 
"The  finest  inside  story  of  a  championship  sports  personality  since  Vince  Lombardi's  'Run 
to  Daylight.'  Perhaps  better  than  'Daylight.'  This  is  grass  roots  Americana,  a  story  bigger 
than  basketball.  One  of  those  rare  books  that  is  must  reading  for  everyone." 

—  David  Condon,  CHICAGO  TRIBUNE  Columnist 
THEY  CALL  ME  COACH  traces  the  career  of  college  basketball's  most  successful  coach  from 
the  dirt  court  of  a  small  Indiana  grammar  school  through  his  own  accomplishments  as  an 
All-American  guard  to  the  championship  teams  that  have  rocked  the  sports  world. 

Ilustrated.  $5.95  No.  80305 

In  Paperback  $1.25  No.  90045 


The  above  book  may  be  purchased  at  the  Ayden  Bible  and  Bookstore,  811  North  Lee 
Street,  Ayden,  North  Carolina  28513,  or  any  of  its  branch  stores  at  Smithfield,  New 
Bern,  and  Wilson,  North  Carolina. 
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Layman's  League  at 
Work 

Recently,  the  Layman's  League  of  the 
Central  Conference  held  its  meeting  at 
the  Home.  Several  work  projects  were 
offered  to  these  brethren  and  they  wast- 
ed no  time  getting  started. 

The  men  from  the  Friendship  Free 
Will  Baptist  Church,  Farmville,  North 
Carolina,  started  by  setting  out  shrub- 
bery around  Memorial  Chapel  and  the 
&?Osfsl  dining  KaU. 


Next  to  complete  a  project  was  the 
Layman's  League  from  the  Tarboro 
church.  On  Saturday,  March  30,  thir- 
teen brethren  from  Tarboro  came  and 


tore  down  the  old  smokehouse.  Also, 
they  converted  the  electrical  receptacles 


in  the  kitchen  areas  to  the  saf 
grounded  type.  These  men  worked  hi 
all  day  and  we're  very  grateful  for  th 
toils. 

If  there  are  men  from  other  churcl 
who  would  like  to  accept  a  work  proji 
this  year,  you  may  obtain  a  list  of  nej 
ed  projects  by  requesting  it  from 
Home. 

********* 

HAVE  YOU  RENEWED  YOUR 
SUBSCRIPTION? 


uHow  Great  a  Love" 

1974  DAILY  VACATION  BIBLE  SCHOOL  SERIE! 

WORKSHOP 


Saturday,  May  4 

AYDEN,  NORTH  CAROLINA 

Registration,  9:30  A.  M.  —  Classes  Begin,  10  A.  M. 
INSTRUCTION  PROVIDED  IN  ALL  DEPARTMENTS 


AREA  SHOWINGS 
Friday  Night,  April  19, 8  P.  M. 

SAINT  MARY'S  FREE  WILL  BAPTIST  CHURCH 
New  Bern,  North  Carolina 


Monday  Night,  April  22, 8  P.  M. 

FIRST  FREE  WILL  BAPTIST  CHURCH 
Smithfield,  North  Carolina 


-o  


Friday  Night,  April  26, 8  P.  M. 

DANIELS  CHAPEL  FREE  WILL  BAPTIST  CHURCH 

(Black  Creek  Community) 

Wilson,  North  Carolina 

YOUR  ATTENDANCE  IS  URGED! 
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MEDITATIONS  OF  HIM  SHALL  BE  SWEET 

Every  Christian  should  begin  his  day  with  thoughts  of  God.  For 
the  Christian,  these  thoughts  of  the  heavenly  Father  are  pleasurable, 
strengthening,  and  satisfying.  Reflections  of  Him  lighten  the  shadows, 
and  the  weights  that  beset  us  lose  some  of  their  pressure.  Hence,  hurts 
which  we  had  thought  to  be  important  become  insignificant,  and  we  are 
made  to  wonder  how  we  could  have  been  burdened  by  them  at  all — 
when  we  have  such  a  one  to  care  for  us  and  to  watch  over  us. 

The  sinner  man  cannot  have  such  pleasurable  thoughts  of  the  holy 
One.  Without  a  saving  knowledge  of  Him,  he  cannot  think  of  God  as  a 
loving  Father  into  whose  arms  he  may  fly  for  refuge.  Rather,  the  sin- 
ner man — he  who  knows  Him  not,  and  he  who  has  grieved  the  heart  of 
God — thinks  of  Him  as  a  judge.  The  sinner  reflects  upon  God  with  fear 
and  trembling.  Yet,  those  of  us  who  stand  in  reverent  "awe"  of  the 
higher  Power,  and  who  respect  and  abide  by  His  laws  and  directives, 
need  never  shudder. 

God  lavishes  pure  love  upon  us  and  offers  all  the  benefits  that  one 
could  hope  for.  He  desires,  yea,  even  requires,  our  devotion  in  return — 
something  very  possible  for  us  to  render  to  Him,  but  something  which 
is  almost  impossible  for  us  to  wrest  from  ourselves  because  of  our  self- 
esteem.  We  are  obstinate,  but  obedience  to  God  brings  us  to  a  higher 
plane — a  place  where  our  thoughts  and  meditations  of  Him  are  sweet. 
Thinking  on  Him  brings  peace  of  mind  and  more  purity  of  heart. 

A  man  is  never  really  as  good  as  his  word,  because  of  the  human 
aspect  of  his  purposes.  His  motives  are  often  good  and  honorable,  but 
diversions  and  changing  opinions  displant  his  intentions.  God,  on  the 
other  hand,  is  ever  true  and  just.  His  Word  remains  incontestable,  and 
His  promises  are  never  halfhearted. 

If  we  are  to  live  correctly  and  are  to  be  able  to  behold  our  Father 
in  a  pleasurable  way,  we  must  keep  attuned  to  Him.  We  must  com- 
municate with  Him  as  we  would  a  best  friend,  a  constant  companion. 
He  must  never  be  regarded  as  a  slight  acquaintance,  for  we  seldom  feel 
free  to  "pour  out  our  heart"  to  one  who  occupies  this  position  of  rela- 
tionship. 

At  the  end  of  time  it  is  certain  that  every  knee  shall  bow  to  the 
Lord,  but  today  very  few  of  the  world's  people  find  within  their  routine 
of  activities  a  time  when  they  can  bend  their  knee  in  worship  of  Him. 
Whether  we  be  Christian  or  not — and  whether  or  not  the  world  con- 
tinues for  a  day,  a  year,  or  a  century — God  will  prevail.  He  will  pro- 
nounce His  judgment  upon  every  creature.  We  who  obey  Him  will  be 
given  abundant  mercy;  those  who  obey  Him  not  will  see  His  terrible 
wrath  and  cringe  under  its  delivery. 

Life  is  never  so  sweet,  nor  is  it  so  earnest,  as  when  one  has  had  a 
vision  of  a  closer  walk — a  more  personal  relationship — with  God.  If  we 
commit  ourselves  to  Him  and  to  His  keeping,  we  then  and  only  then  can 
truly  say  that  we  trust  in  Him.  Our  weakness  is  made  strong  in  His 
strength.  To  give  Him  proper  respect,  and  in  deference  to  His  might,  it 
is  necessary  that  we  believe  Him  when  He  says,  "Speak  to  yonder  moun- 
tain, and  it  shall  be  moved."  If  we  limit  His  power,  we  limit  His  di- 
vinity. 

Our  highest  duty  is  to  worship  God,  but  we  in  general  disregard 
Him.  Yet,  He  cares  for  us  and  strives  with  us.  Somehow  we  are  made 
to  wonder,  What  is  man  anyway  that  God  should  be  mindful  of  him? 

All  of  us  find  ourselves  in  His  hands.  His  hands  keep,  protect,  and 
guide  the  Christian;  and  at  the  end  of  time  these  same  hands  will  cast 
the  sinner  into  outer  darkness.  The  righteous  have  an  island  of  safety 
in  Him  despite  afflictions,  bodily  harms,  and  oppressions. 

The  sinner  must  needs  be  afraid ;  but  so  long  as  God  lives — and  God 
shall  never  die — those  who  love  and  trust  Him  need  never  fear.  Our 
meditations  of  Him  shall  be  sweet!  Being  alone  with  Him  in  any  quiet 
place  is  so  fulfilling.  .  .  . 
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A  "Ballard  Affair"  at 
St.  Mary's 


mi 


The  Rev.  Jerry  P.  Ballard  of  Columbia 
E>le  College,  Columbia,  South  Carolina, 
s  the  guest  minister  for  both  the 
rning  and  evening  services  at  St. 
ry's  Free  Will  Baptist  Church,  New 
n,  North  Carolina,  on  Sunday,  March 
,   In  the  morning  service,  Mr.  Ballard 
)ke  on  "The  Christian's  Use  of  Time." 
se  then  that  ye  walk  circumspectly, 
.  Redeeming  the  time,  .  .  ."  (Ephes- 
s  5:15,  16).   In  his  evening  message, 
fs  minister  attempted  to  answer  the 
sstion,  "What  Will  Open  the  Doors 
jsed  by  Fear?"  ".  .  .  the  doors  were 
bt . .  .  for  fear  of  the  Jews, .  .  ."  (John 
j:19).    In  both  messages,  references 
ire    made    to    conditions  observed 
iroughout  the  world  by  the  preacher 
his  extensive  travels  during  the  past 
i/eral  months. 

iThe  visiting  minister  was  accompanied 
I  his  brother,  Beverly,  who  was  guest 
jng  leader  and  soloist  for  the  day.  In 
fe  morning,  Beverly  sang  "Alone,"  and 
i  the  evening,  "The  Love  of  God"— both 
Ivorite  songs  of  his  mother  and  father. 

The  services  of  the  day  and  the  par- 
•fipation  of  the  Ballard  boys  was  in 
■Inor  of  the  seventy-fifth  birthday  anni- 
Irsary  of  their  father,  the  Rev.  L.  E. 
1  ll lard,  interim  pastor  of  St.  Mary's 
»jiurch.  It  all  came  as  a  complete  sur- 
lise  to  the  pastor,  through  the  contriv- 
tlg  of  the  sons,  their  mother,  and  the 
lople  of  St.  Mary's.  The  first  knowl- 
"*lge  the  pastor  had  about  this  was  when 
jijie  sons  and  their  families  arrived  on 
ijturday  and  he  learned  that  they  were 

take  over  his  responsibilities  for  the 
ieekend,  including  taking  the  parents 
iJt  for  meals  and  paying  all  expenses. 
',(§  it  was  put,  all  the  responsibility  of 
jie  pastor  would  be  to  "receive  the 
iheck"  for  the  weekend  services,  along 
jith  gifts  from  his  sons. 
J  This  was  the  first  time  the  three 
jwriting  Ballards"  had  been  together 
pr  a  religious  service  in  several  years. 
Ill  three  have  received  some  special 
ecognition  over  the  years  for  their  writ- 
hgs.  The  elder  Ballard  has  written  a 
greater  part  of  the  material  for  Free 


Will  Baptist  League  programs  during  the 
entire  history  of  the  Free  Will  Baptist 
League,  along  with  many  contributions 
to  "The  Free  Will  Baptist"  and  several 
other  Christian  publications.  For  a  num- 
ber of  years  he  was  on  the  staff  of 
writers  for  the  National  Religious  Press 
Syndicate,  during  which  time  his  articles 
and  stories  appeared  in  many  religious 
publications.  His  "Poems  of  Sunshine 
and  Shadow"  have  appeared  in  several 
magazines  and  newspapers  over  the 
years. 

While  most  of  the  writings  of  Beverly 
have  been  in  connection  with  newspaper 
work,  he  too  has  written  articles  of  a 
religious  nature  from  time  to  time.  In 
1966  he  was  proclaimed  the  best  news- 
writer  of  the  year  in  North  Carolina,  and 
in  1968  he  was  featured  nationally  as 
one  of  that  year's  "editors  of  the  week" 
by  the  National  Newspaper  Association. 
In  1956,  Beverly  enjoyed  a  bit  of  inter- 
national notice  when  he  was  the  first 
newsman  to  file  a  story  announcing  that 
a  big  explosion  near  Florence,  South 
Carolina,  which  resulted  in  a  great  hole 
in  the  ground  and  the  destruction  of  a 
church  and  other  buildings,  was  caused 
by  the  dropping  of  an  untriggered 
atomic  bomb  accidentally— the  only 
atomic  bomb  accident  in  the  United 
States.  His  story  was  printed  with  a 
byline  on  the  front  page  of  the  London 
Times,  something  he  has  always  consid- 
ered as  a  signal  honor.  Beverly  has  ap- 
peared as  a  columnist  in  a  number  of 
newspapers  and  magazines  over  the 
years. 

Jerry  has  written  a  number  of  books, 
among  them  being  "Never  Say  Can't," 
"Unto  the  Uttermost,"  "China— the  Puz- 
zle," and  a  special  book  of  consolation 
to  the  bereaved  to  be  distributed  gen- 
erally by  funeral  directors,  which  is  now 
in  the  hands  of  the  printers.  He  has 
also  produced  Christian  films  on  every 
continent  except  Australia.  For  three 
years  he  was  on  the  World  Relief  Com- 
mission, which  carried  him  into  the  war 
countries  and  other  places  of  human 
emergency  need.    In  addition  to  bis 


teaching  services  in  the  School  of  Mis- 
sions of  Columbia  Bible  College,  Jerry 
has  his  own  setup  as  a  communication 
consultant,  among  his  clients  being  sev- 
eral evangelical  Christian  organizations 
for  whom  he  prepares  films  and  other 
publicity  matter. 

Naturally,  the  Ballard  boys  and  their 
father  had  a  lot  in  common  to  talk  about 
during  their  three  day  reunion.  Added 
to  this  was  the  fine  spirit  and  encour- 
agement contributed  by  the  good  people 
of  St.  Mary's  church,  which  made  the 
weekend  one  to  gladden  the  heart  of  a 
grateful  father,  and  be  long  remembered 
by  sons  who  delighted  in  joining  the 
church  in  honoring  him. 


An  Open  Letter  to 
Free  Will  Baptists 

Dear  friends  in  Christ, 

Many  of  you  have  asked  if  and  when 
I  am  going  to  the  mission  field.  In  an- 
swer, I  would  like  to  say  a  positive 
"yes,"  I  am  going. 

In  June  I  will  have  completed  two 
years  at  Columbia  Bible  College  and  will 
receive  my  Associate  of  Arts  degree.  On 
June  23,  I  will  be  married  to  the  Rev. 
John  Melancon.  I  am  amazed  and  de- 
lighted at  how  our  wonderful  Lord  works. 
Before  bringing  John  and  me  together, 
He  also  called  John  to  serve  Him  on  the 
mission  field.  John  and  I  are  both  very 
excited  about  going  to  serve  our  Saviour 
as  missionaries  and  are  looking  forward 
with  great  expectations  to  the  time 
when  we  will  leave. 

For  this  coming  year,  John  and  I  will 
be  serving  the  Lord  at  Sandy  Plain  Free 
Will  Baptist  Church,  Pink  Hill,  North 
Carolina.  Our  plans  do  definitely  include 
a  year  of  mission  training  at  Columbia 
Bible  College  within  the  not  too  distant 
future,-  after  which,  we  will  be  ready  to 
leave  for  the  field. 

We  ask  your  support  in  prayer  during 
our  time  of  preparation  and  also  that 
we  might  be  open  to  the  Lord's  will  re- 
garding our  place  of  service. 

With  Christian  love, 
Pam  Temple 


A  famous  clergyman  told  his  congre- 
gation, "Every  blade  of  grass  is  a  ser- 
mon." 

A  few  days  later  a  parishioner  saw 
him  mowing  his  lawn.  "That's  right, 
Reverend,"  the  man  said,  "cut  your  ser- 
mons short." 
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SUNDAY,  APRIL  21 
Scripture  Reading— Revelation  2:10 

Tell  Me  Thy  Secret 
How  we  spiritually  face  lite  determines, 
in  a  maiked  way,  what  life  will  bring  us. 
We  must  decide  to  make  the  best  of  harsh 
realities. 

There  are  two  interesting  memorials  in 
Edinbuigh.  One  is  a  statue  of  Livingstone. 
Looking  at  it,  one  is  reminded  that  when 
the  odds  were  all  against  him,  Livingstone 
kept  noble  and  strong,  brave  and  true. 
And  then  theie  is  that  remarkable  me- 
morial to  Walter  Scott.  Facing  the  very 
difficulties  that  he  had  planned  to  avoid, 
Scott,  nevertheless,  did  not  lose  heart.  He 
was  of  good  cheer.  What  a  great  soul  he 
wasl 

There  is  nothing  more  important  for  us 
than  to  face  life  as  Christ  faced  it.  But 
we  can  do  this  only  when  we  have  the 
same  divine  spirit  that  swept  Him  to  vic- 
tory—even on  Calvary!  He  really  knew 
how  to  face  life,  and  we  are  able  to  meet 
it  in  the  same  way  when  He  possesses  our 
very  souls. 

Tell  me  thy  secret;  help  me  bear 
The  strain  of  toil,  the  fret  of  care, 
In  hope  that  sends  a  shining  ray 
Far  down  the  future's  broadening  way; 
In  peace  that  only  thou  canst  give, 
With  thee,  O  Master,  let  me  live. 

—Christian  Digest. 
Prayer  Thought 
God  has  given  us  the  secret  for  success- 
ful life.  It  is  revealed  to  us  in  the  Bible. 
We  are  not  exempt  from  life's  misfortunes 
and  tribulations  but  God  will  lighten  our 
load  of  care. 

MONDAY,  APRIL  22 
Scripture  Reading— Psalm  104:34 

"But,  Doctor,  I'm  That  Clown!" 
Sometime  ago,  a  poor,  nervous  wreck 
called  on  a  famous  London  doctor.  Said 
the  doctor:  "You  need  to  laugh.  Go  down 
and  hear  Grimaldi,  the  famous  clown.  All 
London  is  holding  its  sides  laughing  at 
him."  But  the  visitor  straightened  himself 
and  said,  "Doctor,  I  am  Grimaldi."  No, 
we  cannot  laugh  it  off,  but  there  is  One 
whose  cooling,  healing  touch  has  still  its 
ancient  power: 


"Jesus,  the  Name  that  calms  our  fears 
And  bids  our  sorrows  cease: 
'Tis  music  to  the  sinner's  ear; 
'Tis  life  and  health  and  peace." 

—Selected. 
Prayer  Thought 
We  are  not  always  able  to  laugh  away 
our  problems  but  through  consultation  with 
our  Maker  we  are  able  to  smile  at  our  in- 
firmities and  endure  our  afflictions. 

TUESDAY,  APRIL  23 
Scripture  Reading— Romans  8:28 

Love  in  Action 
Dr.  C.  H.  Parkhurst  has  a  chapter  in  his 
book,  Love  as  a  Lubricant,  in  which  he 
relates  this  little  story:  One  day  there  was 
a  workman  aboard  a  trolley  car,  and  he  no- 
ticed that  every  time  the  door  was  pushed 
open  it  squeaked.  Rising  from  his  seat,  he 
took  a  little  can  from  his  pocket,  and  drop- 
ped oil  on  the  offending  spot.  He  sat  down 
again,  quietly  remarking,  "I  always  carry 
an  oil  can  in  my  pocket,  for  there  are  so 
many  squeaky  things  that  a  drop  of  oil 
will  correct."  Love  is  the  oil  which  alone 
can  make  everyday  life  in  home  and  busi- 
ness and  society  harmonious.— Sunday 
School  World. 

Prayer  Thought 
Christian  love  will  soothe  and  heal  many 
of  our  infested  souls.   The  Ten  Command- 
ments are  our  prescription  for  a  healthier 
life. 

WEDNESDAY,  APRIL  24 
Scripture  Reading— Philippians  4:1 

Willing  to  Wait 
A  rare  spirit  of  acquiescence  in  the  divine 
will  was  recently  displayed  by  a  poor  wom- 
an in  Atlanta,  Georgia.  She  was  supported 
entirely  by  charity.  She  had  scarcely  any 
education,  but  had  learned  a  lesson  many 
have  failed  to  learn.  Having  endured  great 
bodily  affliction  for  many  years,  her  disease 
reached  its  last  stage,  and  she  lay  at  the 
point  of  death  for  four  or  five  weeks. 
Everyday,  and  almost  every  hour,  was 
thought  to  be  her  last,  but  to  the  astonish- 
ment of  all  she  continued  to  breathe.  Her 
sufferings  were  very  severe,  and,  knowing 
her  to  be  ready  for  the  great  change,  her 
friends  were  almost  hoping  for  the  moment 
of  release.  One  of  them  said  to  her,  "Well, 
M— ,  are  you  ready  to  go?"  "Yes,"  she  said, 
"ready  to  go,  but  willing  to  wait!"— Moody 
Monthly. 

Prayer  Thought 

"Be  Prepared"  is  the  motto  of  the  Girl 
Scouts  and  would  be  a  good  motto  for  all 
Christians.  We  have  no  indication  of  the 
hour  God  will  request  our  soul. 

THURSDAY,  APRIL  25 
Scripture  Reading— Matthew  21:22 

From  Bulb  to  Flower 
Henry  Ward  Beecher  said:  "If  my  child 
asks  me  for  a  tuberose,  though  I  plant  the 
bulb  immediately,  and  comply  with  his  re- 
quest at  the  earliest  possible  moment, 
months  necessarily  elapse  before  he  gets 


/ 

the  flower.  So  our  prayers  are  not  answer- 
ed at  once,  not  because  God  would  tanta- 
lize us,  but  because  the  things  for  whict 
we  ask  are  often  so  large  and  require  sucfj 
a  development,  that  there  is  of  necessity  i 
space  between  the  asking  and  the  getting.'^ 
—Selected. 

Prayer  Thought 
Since  we  expect  perfection  of  God  wt 
must  allow  an  adequate  period  of  time.  Wi 
well  know  that  often  haste  makes  waste. 

FRIDAY,  APRIL  26 
Scripture  Reading— Luke  12:32 
"Yet  Shall  He  Live" 
A  little  girl  whose  baby  brother  had  jus! 
died  asKed  her  mother  where  baby  hac 
gone.  "To  be  with  Jesus,"  replied  th< 
mother.  A  few  days  later,  talking  to  i 
friend,  the  mother  said,  "I  am  so  grievec 
to  have  lost  my  baby."  The  httle  girl  hearc 
her,  and,  remembering  what  her  mothe; 
had  told  her,  looked  up  into  her  face  anc 
asked,  "Mother,  is  a  thing  lost  when  yoi 
know  where  it  is?"  "No,  of  couise  not.'1 
"Well,  then,  how  can  baby  be  lost  wher 
he  has  gone  to  be  with  Jesus?"  Her  moth 
er  never  forgot  this.  It  was  the  truth.- 
Junior  King's  Business. 

Prayer  Thought 
Keep  in  mind  that  we  are  all  stranger; 
here  on  earth.  Heaven  is  our  home.  Home 
coming  is  a  joyous  occasion.  Cry  not  whet 
our  loved  ones  achieve  their  goal. 

SATURDAY,  APRIL  27 
Scripture  Reading— Psalm  51:10 
Strange  "Disease" 

Some  modern  psychologists  and  psychia^ 
trists  say  that  alcoholism  is  a  disease.  I; 
so,  it  is  the  only  "disease"  which  our  nai 
tion  advertises  to  the  tune  of  one  hundrec 
and  thirty  million  dollars  a  year;  it  is  th< 
only   "disease"   which  we   propagate  anc: 
encourage  by  the  manufacture  of  liquors  tc 
the  tune  of  three  billion  dollars  a  year;  il 
is  the  only  "disease"  which  we  legalize  tc 
the  extent  of  licensing  447,000  retail  liquoi 
permits  each  year;  it  is  the  only  "disease* 
that  God  punishes,  for  He  says  no  "drunkl 
ards  .  .  .  shall  inherit  the  kingdom  of  God*  I 
(1   Corinthians  6:10).—  Evangelical  Christ 
tian. 

Prayer  Thought 
The  punishment  of  alcoholism  is  uniqutl 
and  deadly.    Complete  abstinence  is  iht\ 
only  sure  solution.    We  are  more  capable! 
of  being  sociable  if  we  are  sensible. 

( Devotions  used  by  permission,  Knight'\ 
Master  Book  of  New  Illustrations,  Eerd-i 
mans  Press.) 


A  new  minister  was  asked  to  speak  at 
a  civic  banquet  and  was  quite  nervous 
about  it.  When  he  arose  to  speak  he 
said,  "Before  I  came  there  were  two  who 
knew  what  I  was  going  to  say,  the  Lord 
and  I.   Now  only  the  Lord  knows." 
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Eastern  District  Woman 
of  the  Year 


Mrs.  Bertha  S.  Smith 
Beulaville,  North  Carolina 
At  the  spring  meeting  of  the  North 
Carolina  Eastern  District  Woman's  Aux- 
iliary Convention,  Mrs.  Bertha  S.  Smith, 
affectionately  known  as  "Ma,"  was  pre- 
sented the  "Woman  of  the  Year"  award. 
Her  letter  of  nomination,  submitted  by 
the  Woman's  Auxiliary  of  the  Beulaville 
Free  Will  Baptist  Church,  is  printed  be- 
low. 

"0  woman,  great  is  thy  faith  ...  for 
her  price  is  far  above  rubies  .  .  .  strength 
and  honour  are  her  clothing  ...  she 
openeth  her  mouth  with  wisdom  and  in 
her  tongue  is  the  law  of  kindness.  She 
eatetii  not  the  bread  of  idleness.  She 
hath  wrought  a  good  work  ...  she  hath 
done  what  she  could— in  behaviour  as 
becometh  holiness"  (as  the  Scriptures 
project). 

With  great  humility  and  happiness  for 
having  known  such  a  woman,  the  mem- 
bers of  the  Original  Free  Will  Baptist 
Woman's  Auxiliary  at  Beulaville,  North 
Carolina,  submit  to  you  this  great  lady 
as  nominee  for  "Woman  of  the  Year." 

Being  the  second  oldest  child  in  a 
family  of  seven,  our  lady  learned  at  an 


early  age  the  Christian  concept  of  life 
and  its  responsibilities,  because  she  was 
blessed  by  being  the  daughter  of  God- 
fearing parents.  0,  the  blessedness  of 
being  reared  in  a  truly  Christian  home! 

December  23,  1923,  she  received 
Christ  as  her  own  personal  Saviour  dur- 
ing a  revival  at  the  Free  Will  Baptist 
Church  at  Beulaville,  with  the  (late)  Rev. 
J.  C.  Griffin  as  evangelist,  and  became 
united  with  this  church. 

She  was  married  in  1926  to  the  son 
of  a  Free  Will  Baptist  minister  and 
moved  away  from  our  community  for 
several  years. 

In  the  early  thirties  they  returned  to 
Duplin  County  and  several  years  later 
her  husband  became  an  Original  Free 
Will  Baptist  minister,  following  in  his 
father's  footsteps,  it  seemed. 

A  minister's  wife!  The  thought  of 
this  and  all  that  it  represents  is  enough 
to  scare  most  Christian  women  today,  if 
seriously  considered.  Although  the  re- 
wards are  so  great,  if  successful,  the 
trials,  tribulations,  and  pressures  are  so 
immeasurable.  However,  our  auxiliary 
"Woman  of  the  Year"  never  gave 
thought  to  fears,  but  only  in  her  willing- 
ness to  serve  her  Master  and  her  hus- 
band well,  relied  upon  her  abiding  faith 
in  God  and  her  love  for  her  husband  and 
all  mankind. 

Our  lady  is  well-known  today;  so  is 
her  husband.  He  would  be  the  first  to 
say  that  she  has  been  successful  in  the 
"position"  of  a  minister's  wife,-  that  she 
met  all  of  the  qualifications  with  su- 
perior ratings,-  and,  because  of  her,  God 
has  poured  out  a  great  measure  of  bless- 
ings upon  their  home  and  the  churches 
they  have  served. 

Her  achievements  in  Christian  service 
have  been  many.  She  is  tireless  in  her 
efforts  to  bring  people  face  to  face  with 
God.  She  served  as  director  many  sum- 
mers in  vacation  Bible  school,  in  many 
cases  making  Bible  school  oossible  be- 
cause of  her  willingness  to  help. 

Continually  it  seems,  she  is  in  auxil- 
iary work— from  organizing  new  auxil- 
iaries in  local  churches,  to  teaching  study 


courses  wherever  she  is  called  to  help. 
She  is  grateful  for  any  opportunity  to 
serve  God  and  humanity.  She  is  always 
cheerful,  loving,  and  smiling  in  her  work 
and  play. 

She  has  held  every  office  in  auxiliary 
work  on  the  local  level,  has  served  as 
president  of  the  Eastern  Auxiliary  Dis- 
trict, and  for  about  seven  years  she 
served  as  benevolence  chairman  on  the 
district  level.  She  has  been  faithful  al- 
ways in  attendance  of  all  auxiliary  meet- 
ings and  conventions. 

Never  has  our  lady  been  too  busy  in 
church  affairs  to  leave  off  deserving 
community  work.  She  is  a  charter  mem- 
ber of  the  Beulaville  Chapter  of  the  Or- 
der of  the  Eastern  Star  No.  237.  She 
is  a  charter  member  of  Woodmen  of  the 
World  for  women,  Beulaville  Grove. 

This  lady  is  a  friend  to  everyone  and 
is  loved  by  all.  In  trouble  she  is  ever 
present  to  help  in  any  way  possible.  She 
is  known  statewide  for  her  love  of  God 
and  her  Christian  accomplishments. 

In  1951,  she  and  her  husband  left 
Duplin  County  again.  This  time  to  take 
up  residence  at  Free  Will  Baptist  Chil- 
dren's Home,  Middlesex,  North  Carolina. 

Although  God  did  not  see  fit  to  bless 
her  home  with  children  of  her  own,  now 
she  became  the  "Ma"  of  seventy-six  chil- 
dren for  seven  years.  The  work  here 
was  great,  and  she  was  "great"  in  the 
work.  The  children  loved  her  and  truly 
she  was  "Ma."  No  one  can  know  the 
burden  of  such  an  undertaking,  but  a 
successful  Christian  learns  where  to  take 
their  burdens  and  in  this  "Ma  Smith" 
had  a  beaten  path. 

After  the  years  at  the  Children's 
Home,  Bertha  came  back  to  Beulaville. 
She  has  continued  to  help  her  husband 
as  he  labored  in  various  churches  in 
Duplin  County,  and  at  one  church  for 
twenty  years.  She  has  been  a  blessing 
to  her  many  friends  and  a  help  to  peo- 
ple that  called  upon  her  from  areas  apart 
from  her  husband's  work,  as  well  as  the 
churches  they  served. 

She  became  the  "mother"  of  her  neice 
and  loved  her  as  she  would  have  a  daugh- 
ter and  now  she  has  two  grandchildren. 

Bertha  has  taught  Sunday  school  much 
of  her  life  and  is  always  willing  to  speak 
to  groups  that  invite  her.  She  never 
fails  to  be  a  spokesman  for  God  when- 
ever the  opportunity  presents  itself.  A 
case  in  point:  Our  church  has  no  pastor 
at  the  present  time  and  she  has  kept  our 
Wednesday  night  prayer  services  going 
on. 

Her  health  is  not  good  today.   We  are 
(continued  on  page  nine) 
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DENOMINATIONAL  INTEREST 


Walter  Carter  to  Conduct 
Holly  Springs  Revival 


The  Holly  Springs  Free  Will  Baptist 
Church,  Nine  Mile  Road,  Newport,  North 
Carolina,  has  scheduled  revival  services 
for  the  week  of  April  29— May  4.  Ser- 
vices will  begin  each  evening  at  7:30 
with  the  Rev.  Walter  Carter,  Rockingham, 
North  Carolina,  as  the  visiting  evange- 
list. The  pastor,  the  Rev.  J.  B.  Starnes, 
will  assist  in  the  services  which  will  fea- 
ture special  music  each  service.  He  and 
the  church  congregation  would  like  to 
invite  everyone  to  these  services  through- 
out the  week. 

Revival  Services  Are  Underway 
At  Pilgrim  Home  Church 

Revival  services  are  in  progress  this 
week  at  the  Pilgrim  Home  Free  Will  Bap- 
tist Church,  Route  2,  Dover,  North  Caro- 
lina, with  the  Rev.  Wayne  King,  of  Pike- 
ville,  North  Carolina,  doing  the  preach- 
ing. The  services  are  beginning  each 
evening  at  7:45,  except  for  Saturday 
evening,  when  the  service  will  begin  at 
seven,  featuring  the  "Foundations,"  who 
are  presenting  a  45-minute  musical  pro- 
gram. The  Rev.  Willie  Stilley,  pastor  of 
the  church,  is  assisting  in  the  services. 
He  and  the  church  membership  invite 
everyone  to  attend  the  rest  of  these  ser- 
vices. 


Cragmont  Assembly's  Treasurer's 
Report  for  March,  1974 

Mrs.  Fountain  Taylor,  treasurer  for 
Cragmont  Assembly,  Inc.,  Black  Moun- 
tain, North  Carolina,  reports  as  follows 
for  the  month  of  March,  1974: 

Balance  March  1,  1974  $4,924.48 

Receipts 

Churches  $  977.83 

Sunday  Schools  35.78 
Unions  18.34 
YFAs  25.00 
Auxiliaries  22.00 

Total  Receipts  1,078.95 

Total  to  Account  For  6,003.43 

Disbursements 

Operating  Expenses  $  90.86 
Publicity  200.00 

Total  Disbursements  290.86 

Balance  April  1,  1974  $5,712.57 

Ronnie  Parker  Conducting 
Folkstone  Revival 

The  Rev.  Ronnie  Parker  of  Clinton, 
North  Carolina,  is  the  guest  speaker  for 
revival  services  in  progress  this  week  at 
Folkstone  Free  Will  Baptist  Church,  Route 
1,  Holly  Ridge,  North  Carolina.  Services 
are  beginning  nightly  at  7:30  and  will 
continue  through  Saturday  evening, 
April  20.  The  pastor,  the  Rev.  Linwood 
Parker,  is  assisting  in  the  services  which 
feature  special  singing  each  evening.  The 
pastor  and  the  church  membership  in- 
vite everyone  to  attend  the  remainder  of 
these  services. 

Cedar  Grove  Revival 
In  Progress 

Revival  services  are  underway  this 
week  at  Cedar  Grove  Free  Will  Baptist 
Church,  Williamston,  North  Carolina, 
with  the  Rev.  Joseph  Ingram  as  the  guest 
minister.  Services  began  Monday  even- 
ing, April  15,  and  will  continue  through 
Sunday  evening,  April  21,  beginning 
nightly  at  7:45.  The  pastor  of  the 
church,  the  Rev.  Harry  A.  Jones,  is  as- 


sisting in  the  services  which  features 
special  music  each  evening.  Also  a 
nursery  is  provided. 

The  pastor  and  the  members  extend  a 
warm  welcome  to  all  neighboring  church- 
es and  friends  to  attend  the  remainder 
of  the  services  and  be  much  in  prayer 
for  the  success  of  the  meeting. 

Revival  Services  Are  Slated 
For  Sneads  Ferry  Church 

Revival  services  will  be  held  at  the 
Sneads  Ferry,  North  Carolina,  Free  Will 
Baptist  Church  the  week  of  April  22-27, 
beginning  each  evening  at  7:45.  The 
visiting  minister  will  be  the  Rev.  Walter 
Sutton,  pastor  of  Macedonia  church,  Er- 
nul,  North  Carolina.  The  pastor,  the 
Rev.  O.  B.  Taylor,  and  the  church  con- 
gregation invite  everyone  to  attend. 

Edgewood  Revival 
Underway  This  Week 

Revival  services  are  in  progress  this 
week  at  Edgewood  Free  Will  Baptist 
Church  near  Crisp,  North  Carolina,  with 
the  Rev.  C.  L.  Patrick  as  the  evangelist. 
Services  will  continue  through  Saturday 
evening,  April  20.  Special  music  is  be- 
ing rendered  each  evening.  The  public 
is  cordially  invited  to  attend  the  re- 
mainder of  the  services  and  share  in  the 
blessings  of  each  service. 

Singspiration  and  Revival 
At  Tarboro  Church 

Saturday  evening,  April  20,  a  sing- 
spiration will  be  held  at  the  First  Free 
Will  Baptist  Church,  Tarboro,  North 
Carolina,  featuring  the  "Sound  of  Youth 


Coming  Events  . . . 

April  18-Albemarle  Woman's  Auxiliary 
Convention,  Sidney  Free  Will  Baptist 
Church,  Route  2,  Belhaven,  North 
Carolina 

April  20-North  Carolina  State  Sunday 
School  Convention,  Mount  Olive  Col- 
lege, Mount  Olive,  North  Carolina;  Reg- 
istration, 9  A.  M. 

May  4— Christian  Music  Festival,  Eagles 
Nest  Conference  Center,  Mount  Olive 
College,  Mount  Olive,  North  Carolina 

May  5— Christian  Music  Festival  and  Dedi- 
cation of  Eagles  Nest  Conference  Cen- 
ter, Mount  Olive  College 

May  9-North  Carolina  State  Woman's 
Auxiliary  Convention,  Oak  Grove  Free 
Will  Baptist  Church  located  between 
Elizabethtown  and  Bladenboro,  North 
Carolina 
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Choir"  and  the  "Reflection's  Trio"  from 
the  Faith  church  in  Durham,  North  Caro- 
lina.  This  program  will  begin  at  7  p.m. 

On  Sunday  evening,  April  21,  the  Tar- 
boro  church  will  begin  its  spring  revival 
which  will  continue  throughout  the 
week.  The  speaker  for  these  services 
will  be  the  Rev.  Clyde  Cox.  The  public 
is  cordially  invited  to  attend  all  of  these 
services. 


People's  Chapel 
Announces  Revival 


The  People's  Chapel  Free  Will  Baptist 
Church,  Route  2,  Elm  City,  North  Caro- 
lina, announces  its  spring  revival  for  the 
week  of  April  22-27.  The  guest  speak- 
er for  these  services  will  be  the  Rev. 
Earl  H.  Glenn  of  Goldsboro,  North  Caro- 
lina. He  will  be  assisted  by  the  pastor, 
the  Rev.  Delmas  Brown.  There  will  be 
special  singing  each  evening,  and  a 
nursery  will  be  provided.  A  great  re- 
vival is  expected  and  the  public  is  in- 
vited to  attend. 

"The  Miracles"  Present 
Musics!  Program 

On  a  recent  Sunday  evening  the  Mira- 
cle Choir  presented  a  program  of  sacred 
music  at  Spring  Branch  Free  Will  Baptist 
Church,  Route  2,  Walstonburg,  North 
Carolina.  The  Miracle  Choir  is  a  youth 
group  composed  of  young  people  from 
Spring  Branch  church  and  the  community. 

Prior  to  the  program  a  fellowship  cov- 
ered-dish supper  was  served.  Everyone 
enjoyed  the  supper  prepared  by  the  la- 
dies of  the  church  and  visiting  ladies. 

The  evening  service  began  with  con- 
gregational singing  led  by  Mr.  Alvin  Dil- 
dy,  choir  director.    A  devotional  en- 


titled, "Music  Is  Food  for  the  Soul,"  was 
presented  by  Mrs.  Peggy  Gay.  The 
Miracles  then  sang  several  selections  and 
many  of  the  young  people  sang  various 
songs.  Their  singing  proved  to  be  most 
enjoyable  and  inspirational. 

After  the  service  everyone  was  invited 
to  stay  for  the  showing  of  film  strips  of 
"happenings"  in  the  Spring  Branch 
church  and  community.  Over  the  past 
twelve  years  Mr.  Thomas  Strickland  has 
made  home  movies  of  various  events  in 
the  church  and  community,  including  sev- 
eral films  of  former  pastors.  The  show- 
ing of  these  film  strips  proved  to  be  one 
of  the  highlights  of  the  year  this  far. 

The  pastor  of  the  church,  the  Rev.  E. 
C.  Morris,  reports  that  the  supper,  musi- 
cal program,  and  showing  of  the  film 
strips  proved  to  be  a  tremendous  suc- 
cess. Approximately  eighty-five  persons 
enjoyed  the  evening  filled  with  warm 
Christian  fellowship. 


Revival  to  Be  Held 
At  Peace  Church 


Revival  services  will  be  held  at  the 
Peace  Free  Will  Baptist  Church  near  Pine- 
tops,  North  Carolina,  April  22-27,  with 
the  Rev.  Robert  May  of  Ahoskie,  North 
Carolina,  serving  as  guest  evangelist. 
Services  will  begin  nightly  at  7:30,  with 
the  pastor  of  the  church,  the  Rev.  Danny 
Braswell,  assisting  Mr.  May.  Special 
music  will  be  featured  along  with  in- 
spirational messages.  The  public  is  cor- 
dially invited  to  attend. 

Saints  Delight  Auxiliary 
Sponsors  Missionary  Harold  Jones 

The  Woman's  Auxiliary  of  Saints  De- 
light Free  Will  Baptist  Church,  Aurora 
Road,  just  outside  the  Bridgeton,  North 
Carolina,  city  limits,  will  sponsor  the 


Rev.  Harold  Jones,  missionary  to  the 
Philippines,  for  the  Wednesday  evening 
prayer  service,  April  24,  at  7:30.  The 
auxiliary  and  the  members  of  the  church 
extend  an  invitation  to  the  public  to  at- 
tend this  service. 


CORRECTION  PLEASE! 

Please  notice  that  the  Monday  night, 
April  22  area  showing  of  the  1974  Daily 
Vacation  Bible  School  Series  materials, 
"How  Great  a  Love,"  will  be  held  at 
Johnston  Union  Free  Will  Baptist  Church, 
Route  1,  Clayton,  North  Carolina,  rather 
than  at  the  First  Free  Will  Baptist  Church, 
Smithfield,  as  previously  advertised.  The 
time  of  the  showing  will  be  8  p.m.,  and 
interested  persons  in  the  area  are  urged 
to  be  in  attendance  for  a  preview  of  the 
1974  DVBS  materials. 


IN  AAEAAORIAAA 

MR.  J.  LLOYD  HORTON 

On  October  23,  1973,  God  called  my 
husband,  J.  Lloyd  Horton,  to  be  at  home 
with  Him.  He  left  to  mourn  with  me  a 
son,  Charles  Lloyd  Horton,  and  we  both 
loved  him  so  much. 

Jay  was  only  45  years  old  when  the 
Lord  took  him  away,  but  the  last  seven 
years  of  his  life  had  been  so  hard  for 
him.  Only  God  and  he  knew  the  agony 
he  suffered  because  he  never  complain- 
ed. Through  it  all  God  was  close  to  us, 
and  now  he  is  resting  with  Jesus. 

I  well  remember  the  last  few  minutes 
I  had  with  him.  Even  at  the  end  his  only 
concern  was  for  me.  Yes,  I  know  he  is 
at  rest  now  and  I'm  longing  for  the  day 
when  I  too  can  have  that  same  meeting 
with  Jesus. 

It  broke  my  heart  to  lose  you, 

But  you  didn't  go  alone, 
For  part  of  my  heart  went  with  you 

The  night  God  called  you  home. 

Life  goes  on,  I  know  it  is  true, 

But  not  the  same  since  I  lost  you. 
Your  grave  I  will  tend  with  loving  care, 
Because,  Jay,  most  of  my  heart  is 
buried  there. 

Respectfully  submitted, 
Learline  Horton,  His  Wife 


The  man  who  has  vision  and  no  task  is 
a  dreamer.  The  man  who  has  a  task  and 
no  vision  is  a  drudge.  The  man  who  has 
a  task  and  vision  is  a  hero. 
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MOUNT  OLIVE.  NORTH  CAROLINA 

COOPERATIVE  EDUCATION  AT  MOUNT  OLIVE 

COLLEGE 


by  Dr.  Jamil 
Mount  Olive  College  has  committed  it- 
self to  Cooperative  Education  because 
we  believe  that  through  this  medium  of 
educational  experience  we  can  best  meet 
the  needs  of  our  present  and  potential 
students.  The  College  has  an  ongoing 
program  which  is  supported  by  trustees, 
faculty,  and  administration. 

Cooperative  Education  is  the  innova- 
tive program  which  combines  work  with 
classroom  instruction.  The  program 
guidelines  necessitate  that  the  situation 
be  related  to  the  student's  major  in  or- 
der to  build  the  educational  dimension 
which  is  essential  in  Cooperative  Educa- 
tion. Accordingly,  the  students  receive 
academic  credit  for  their  experience  be- 
sides receiving  financial  compensation. 
One  hour  of  credit  is  granted  for  each 
10  hours  of  work  per  week  for  the  dura- 
tion of  a  semester  or  summer.  A  total 
of  eight  hours  earned  in  Cooperative 
Education  may  be  applied  toward  gradua- 
tion. 


M.  Shami 

The  program  at  Mount  Olive  College  is 
providing  this  semester  a  Co-Op  experi- 
ence for  25  students.  The  work  assign- 
ment of  these  students  includes  assist- 
ant minister,  news  reporting,  radio 
broadcasting,  technical  drafting,  law, 
recreation  director,  business  agriculture, 
secretarial  science,  retail  management, 
and  production  management. 

The  purposes  of  Cooperative  Educa- 
tion are  many  and  they  include  the  fol- 
lowing: 

1.  To  acquaint  students  with  the  world 
of  work  in  a  free  enterprise  system 
through  employment  experiences. 

2.  To  acquaint  students  with  the  im- 
portant lesson  of  human  relations  at  dif- 
ferent levels  of  employment. 

3.  To  assist  the  student  financially. 
The  work  experience  in  Cooperative  Edu- 
cation will  provide  some  funds  for  the 
continuance  of  higher  education. 

4.  To  assist  the  student  in  a  career 
choice  through  actual  experience  prior 


to  making  a  definite  career  commitment. 

5.  To  provide  a  viable  link  between 
Mount  Olive  College  and  its  constituency 
and  present  and  potential  friends. 

6.  To  provide  the  faculty  with  the  op- 
portunity to  assist  majors  in  experienc- 
ing cooperative  employment  during  the 
college  year. 

7.  To  provide  potential  employers  with 
the  resource  of  labor. 


Needed:  A  Piano 
For  Eagles  Nest 

Mount  Olive  College  needs  a  good 
piano  for  Eagles  Nest,  and  it  may  well 
be  that  someone  reading  this  statement 
has  one  he  would  be  willing  to  donate 
for  this  purpose. 

Beginning  this  summer,  Eagles  Nest 
will  be  put  into  full-time  use  as  a  Chris- 
tian camp,  and  a  piano  is  needed  for 
both  worship  and  entertainment  pur- 
poses for  the  hundreds  of  young  people 
and  adults  who  will  attend  various 
events. 

The  College  will  be  glad  to  send  its 
truck  for  transporting  the  piano  within 
100  miles  of  Mount  Olive.  The  value  of 
the  piano  can  be  included  as  a  gift  to 
Mount  Olive  College  under  both  State 
and  Federal  Income  Tax  provisions. 

Anyone  willing  to  contribute  a  piano 
for  Eagles  Nest  is  invited  to  write  or  call 
President  W.  Burkette  Raper,  Mount 
Olive  College,  Mount  Olive,  North  Caro- 
lina 28365;  phones:  919-658-2502  (of- 
fice), or  658-3855  (home). 


Phyllis  Moore,  a  Co-Op  student  in  Journalism,  discusses  her  assignment  with  Dr.  Jamil 

Shami,  director  of  Cooperative  Education. 


Boykin  Ministerial 
Student  Aid  Fund 

The  William  Guy  Boykin  Ministerial 
Student  Aid  Fund  has  been  established 
at  Mount  Olive  College  by  the  family  and 
friends  of  the  late  Mr.  Boykin  (1900- 
1974). 

Boykin  was  a  native  of  Johnston 
County  and  held  membership  with  Rains 
Cross  Roads  Free  Will  Baptist  Church 
near  Princeton,  North  Carolina.  He  was 
an  ordained  minister  in  the  Western 
Conference  of  Free  Will  Baptists.  Fol- 
lowing his  graduation  from  Moody  Bible 
Institute  he  served  as  pastor  of  Saint 
Mary's  church  in  New  Bern  and  Pleasant 
Grove  church  near  Pikeville.  His  minis- 
terial career  was  cut  short,  however,  due 
to  surgery  in  1923  which  left  him  dis- 
abled for  life. 

(continued  on  page  twelve) 
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Woman's  Auxiliary 

(continued  from  page  five) 
all  concerned  about  her.  You  would 
never  know  that  her  illness  is  serious  by 
her  attitude  or  her  actions.  We  have 
much  to  be  thankful  for  in  our  dear  Ber- 
tha, and  we  that  love  her  say,  ".  .  .  Lord, 
behold,  he  (she)  whom  thou  lovest  is 
sick"  (John  11:3);  and  an  answer  comes 
back  to  us—".  .  .  This  sickness  is  not 
unto  death,  but  for  the  Glory  of  God, 
.  .  ."  (John  11:4). 

The  name  that  we  submit  to  you  as 
nominee  for  "Woman  of  the  Year"  is 
none  other  than  Mrs.  Bertha  Smith. 


State  Youth  Fellowship 
Convention  to  Meet 

The  North  Carolina  State  Youth  Fel- 
lowship Convention  of  Original  Free  Will 
Baptist  Churches  will  meet  Saturday, 
April  27,  in  the  Middlesex  Elementary 
School  Auditorium,  Middlesex,  North 
Carolina.  Registration  will  begin  at  9:30 
a.  m.  It  is  requested  that  a  list  of  those 
who  are  attending  be  presented  to  the 
registrar,  as  this  will  save  time.  Also, 
each  should  have  his  card  ready  to  place 
in  the  boxes  for  a  prayer  friend  (includ- 
ed will  be  the  name,  address,  age,  birth- 
day, and  whether  a  member  of  YFA  or 
AFC).  Due  to  the  energy  crisis,  we  ask 
that  you  encourage  your  young  people  to 
form  car  pools  or  secure  a  bus  to  make 
the  trip. 

This  is  the  year  to  elect  our  officers, 
so  come  prepared.  Time  will  be  given 
for  speeches  and  skits  for  your  candi- 
date. The  following  officers  will  be  in 
the  running  from  each  district: 

ALBEMARLE— President  and  Financial 
Secretary 

CAPE  FEAR-President  and  Recording 
Secretary 

CENTRAL-Vice-President  and  Outreach 
Secretary 

EASTERN— Vice-President  and  Financial 
Secretary 

PEE  DEE— Outreach  Secretary  and  Fi- 
nancial Secretary 

PIEDMONT-Vice-President  and  Record- 
ing Secretary 

WESTERN-President  and  Recording 
Secretary. 

Name  tags  are  designated  for  each  dis- 
trict as  follows:  ALBEMARLE— yellow, 
CAPE  FEAR— purple,  CENTRAL-green, 
EASTERN-red,  PEE  DEE-royal  blue,  PIED- 
MONT-light  blue,  and  WESTERN- 
orange.  Ministers  in  attendance  will 
wear  white  name  tags,  and  officers'  tag 


will  be  gold.  The  pattern  is  shown  be- 
low. 


The  new  topics  for  the  Declamation 
and  Essay  Contests  are  "What  Jesus 


uHow  Great  a  Love" 

1974  DAILY  VACATION  BIBLE  SCHOOL  SERIES 

WORKSHOP 

Saturday,  May  4 

AYDEN,  NORTH  CAROLINA 

Registration,  9:30  A.  M.  —  Classes  Begin,  10  A.  M. 
INSTRUCTION  PROVIDED  IN  ALL  DEPARTMENTS 
***** 

AREA  SHOWINGS 
Friday  Night,  April  19, 8  P.  M. 

SAINT  MARY'S  FREE  WILL  BAPTIST  CHURCH 
New  Bern,  North  Carolina 


Monday  Night,  April  22, 8  P.  M. 

JOHNSTON  UNION  FREE  WILL  BAPTIST  CHURCH 
Route  1,  Clayton,  North  Carolina 


Friday  Night,  April  26, 8  P.  M. 

DANIELS  CHAPEL  FREE  WILL  BAPTIST  CHURCH 

(Black  Creek  Community) 
Wilson,  North  Carolina 

YOUR  ATTENDANCE  IS  URGED! 


Means  to  Me!"  and  "Why  Jesus  for  To- 
day's Youth?"  respectively. 

Remember  to  bring  your  offering  for 
the  State  Project,  the  chapel  at  Crag- 
mont  Assembly.  Lunch  will  be  catered 
for  the  convention. 

Come!  Enjoy  a  day  of  fellowship  and 
inspiration,  featuring  special  music,  cam- 
paign speeches  which  always  prove  in- 
teresting, and  a  real  treat  for  all! 

—Mrs.  David  W.  Hansley 
State  Youth  Chairman 


Wars  should  be  operated  like  street 
cars— pay  as  you  enter.  Then  everyone 
would  see  what  they're  getting  into,  how 
much  it  will  cost,  and  where  it  will  take 
them. 
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Unmitigated 


by  the  Rev.  R.  P.  Harris 


Scriptural  Basis:  "Let  us  hear  the  con- 
clusion of  the  whole  matter  (the  realm 
of  human  concern):  Fear  God,  and  keep 
the  commandments:  for  this  is  the  whole 
duty  of  man"  (Ecclesiastes  12:13). 

IT  IS  THE  DUTY  OF  MAN  TO  SUPPORT 
THE  LORD'S  WORK 

It  is  pretty  well  established  that  all 
families,  all  organizations,  all  companies, 
all  nations,  all  religious  groups  so  or- 
ganized are  taught  by  common  reason- 
ing and  ethics  to  support  their  group  in 
every  way  possible.  The  head  of  a  fam- 
ily naturally  expects  the  whole  family 
to  help  with  whatever  support  they  can 
for  the  well-being  and  happiness  of  the 
family.  Organizations,  companies,  and 
other  groups  expect  the  same. 

It  is  the  duty  of  all  men  everywhere 
to  support  the  Lord's  work.  The  Lord's 
work  is  over  and  above  and  more  im- 
portant than  any  other  work  on  earth. 
God  is  reasonable  with  men  and  promises 
prosperity,  long  life,  and  peace  to  those 
who  support  His  work,  keep  His  com- 
mandments, and  demonstrate  a  holy  fear 
of  the  Lord.  He  has  designated  a  defi- 
nite amount  of  support  that  all  people 
are  expected  to  give  unto  the  Lord:  ten 
percent  of  all  income  as  the  tithe,  and 
offerings,  over  and  above  the  tithe,  as 
the  Lord  directs.  The  Lord  expects  us 
to  give  every  seventh  day  in  worship 
and  praise  and  in  His  service  as  He  di- 
rects. He  expects  us  to  give  of  our 
talents  for  use  in  His  services.  Add  to 
these  love,  interest,  and  concern— these 
are  things  which  the  Lord  wants  from 
us. 

This  support  is  to  be  ministered  regu- 
larly. The  Lord  expects  us  to  give  of 
our  means  on  each  and  every  Lord's  Day. 
He  expects  us  to  be  ready  for  any  other 
services  we  may  give  all  through  the 


New  Growth 


BY  MRS.  ROYCE  MATTHEWS  M 

For  the  past  few  weeks  we  have  been 
looking  closely  at  the  people  involved 
in  the  crucifixion  of  Jesus. 

We  looked  at  Judas  with  human  as- 
pirations and  fears  the  same  as  you  and 
I  have.  Judas  wasn't  born  a  mean  un- 
godly traitor.  That  is  what  he  became 
when  he  allowed  Satan  to  enter  his  life — 
when  he  put  personal  gain  before  Jesus. 

We  looked  at  Pilate,  also  human,  with 
political  hopes  and  dreams,  much  like 
our  hopes  and  dreams.  He  chose  not  to 
have  anything  to  do  with  this  man,  Je- 
sus.   "Let  them  settle  their  own  dis- 


week.  (Read  1  Corinthians  16:2.)  This 
is  the  duty  of  every  man  or  woman.  Non- 
Christians  are  not  excused  from  this  sup- 
port. It  is  the  Lord  who  makes  this  re- 
quest upon  all  earthly  citizens.  If  we  do 
not  settle  with  the  Lord  in  His  way,  then 
He  will  take  His  part  one  way  or  an- 
other. God  is  a  good  collector.  The 
ones  of  us  who  fail  to  support  the  Lord's 
work  willingly  will  find  ourselves  paying 
in  bad  health,  loss  of  business,-  and  all 
sorts  of  bad  things  will  happen  to  us 
claiming  the  things  which  we  cherish 
and  hold  dear  to  us. 

Christians  who  support  the  Lord's 
work  do  so  according  to  the  dictates  of 
their  own  hearts.  The  Christian  has  a 
definite  commitment  unto  the  Lord  and 
his  conscience  is  in  tune  with  God  so 
that  there  is  no  misunderstanding  about 
what  the  Lord  would  have  him  do.  Ex- 
perience and  faith  has  taught  us  that  we 
cannot  afford  to  do  less  than  what  the 
Lord  requires  of  us.  We  know  that  to 
go  beyond  what  is  expected,  even  to  a 
sacrifice  of  our  means  and  services, 
brings  great  joy,  blessings,  and  happiness 
to  us. 

Finally,  the  Christian  who  supports  the 
Lord's  work  will  have  treasures  in  heav- 
en. This  is  the  ultimate  of  our  confi- 
dence and  hope.  All  that  we  send  to 
heaven  will  surely  be  held  in  trust  for 
us.  Thieves  cannot  break  in  and  steal 
and  time  will  take  no  toll  from  it.  All 
our  support  for  the  Lord's  work,  if  done 
under  His  will  and  in  the  keeping  of  His 
commandments,  will  be  held  in  trust  for 
us.  He  will  also  add  much,  much  more 
according  to  our  faithfulness  to  Him. 
This  is  the  truth,  the  whole  truth,  and 
nothing  but  the  truth! 


pute,"  he  said  of  the  Jews.  "I  will  notti 
get  involved.". 

Oh,  how  many  times  do  we  say,  "I  I 
won't  get  involved"?  when  all  the  time, 
even  with  our  backs  turned,  we  are  al- 
ready involved. 

The  disciples  that  were  left  by  the 
gate  were  sleeping.    The  last  few  days  i 
had  been  frustrating  and  confusing.  Op- 
position  on  every  side  was  closing  in,  I 
suffocating  them.    They  were  bewilder-  j 
ed,  exhausted. 

Have  you  ever  been  guilty  of  giving 
up  in  your  prayers  for  a  loved  one?  You  I 
sleep  in  defeat,  and  all  the  while  Jesus  j 
is  alone,  working  mighty  miracles  fur-  j 
ther  in  the  garden. 

The  women,  who  had  stood  nearest  : 
when  everyone  else  deserted,  went  look-  i 
ing  for  Jesus  in  the  wrong  place.  How 
many  times  are  we  guilty  of  searching  j 
for  Jesus?    We  try  to  find  Him  in  do- 
good  clubs,  until  we're  buried  under  ob- 
ligations.    "What  have  they  done  with 
Jesus?"  we  cry  in  desperation. 

"I'm  right  here  with  you,  child,"  He 
answers  gently.  "Just  sit  still  for  a  mo- 
ment  and  you'll  see  me." 

Where  were  we  at  the  crucifixion? 

We  are  as  Peter  when  we  don't  stand 
up  for  Jesus  against  opposition.  How 
many  times  have  you  heard  the  cock 
crow  and  were  ashamed? 

We  are  as  Pilate  when  we  say,  "Don't 
bother  me  now.   That's  your  problem." 

We  are  as  Judas  when  we  put  per- 
sonal gain  before  Jesus. 

We  are  as  the  disciples  when  we  be- 
come exhausted  and  fail  in  our  diligent 
watch. 

We  are  as  the  Roman  soldiers,  casting 
lots  for  His  clothes  when  we  gamble  with 
the  opportunities  presented  us. 

We  are  as  the  thief  on  the  cross  who 
ridiculed  Jesus  before  we  confess  Him 
as  Lord. 

Yes,  all  those  various  people  from 
various  walks  of  life  represented  us  at 
the  crucifixion— each  of  them  stood  for 
me,-  each  of  them  stood  for  you. 

And,  praise  the  Lord,  the  other  thief 
stood  for  us  when  Jesus  told  him,  "To- 
day thou  shalt  be  with  me  in  paradise." 


Teaching  children  ethics  and  morals 
presents  difficulties.  Take  the  woman 
who  had  been  lecturing  her  small  son  on  | 
the  benefits  of  unselfishness.  She  con- 
cluded with:  "We  are  in  this  world  to 
help  others." 

After  due  consideration,  he  asked  her: 
"Well  then,  what  are  the  others  here 
for?" 


10 


THE  FREE  WILL  BAPTIST 


BIBLE 


QUESTIONS 

and 
ANSWERS 


Conducted  by  J.  P.  BARROW 
Route  1,  Box  475,  LaGrange,  North  Carolina  28551 


Question:  What  do  you  think  of  a  per- 
son who  says  that  he  is  saved  and  sancti- 
fied that  is  in  a  very  active  and  highly 
speculative  business,  and  who  works 
hard  and  aggressively  in  it  all  the  time? 

Answer:  Anyone  may  work  hard  in 
such  a  business  and  remain  an  obedient 
Christian  so  long  as  he  follows  God's 
rules  as  found  in  the  Bible.  This  is  true 
of  any  of  us  in  any  legitimate  activity. 
But  in  order  that  we  follow  God's  rules, 
we  must  know  them.  God  in  His  Word 
says  that  we  should  study  the  Bible  that 
we  know  these  rules.  "Study  to  shew 
thyself  approved  unto  God,  a  workman 
that  needeth  not  to  be  ashamed,  rightly 
dividing  the  word  of  truth"  (2  Timothy 
2:15);  "Search  the  scriptures,-  for  in 
them  ye  think  ye  have  eternal  life:  and 
they  are  they  which  testify  of  me"  (John 
5:39);  "If  any  man  will  do  his  will,  he 
shall  know  of  the  doctrine,  whether  it 
be  of  God,  or  whether  I  speak  of  my- 
self" (John  7:17);  "Thy  word  have  I  hid 
I  in  mine  heart,  that  I  might  not  sin 
against  thee.  .  .  .  Thy  word  is  a  lamp 
unto  my  feet,  and  a  light  unto  my  path" 
(Psalm  119:11,  105). 

God  has  made  the  receiving  of  Christ 
simple.  One  only  needs  to  accept  Him 
as  Saviour  and  appropriate  Him  as  the 
Lord  of  his  life  to  become  a  Christian.  In 
order  to  do  this,  he  must  get  God's  in- 
structions through  the  Word  of  God.  This 
Word  has  quickening  or  life-giving  power 

1  in  it.  The  Holy  Spirit  who  controlled 
the  human  authors  of  the  Bible  as  they 
wrote  it  is  with  it  in  the  fullness  of  His 
power  as  we  who  are  Christians  faith- 
fully proclaim  it  to  those  who  are  lost, 
so  as  to  bring  them  into  a  saving  knowl- 
edge of  His  grace.   He  is  also  with  the 

I  newborn  Christian  as  he  faithfully  reads 
and  appropriates  the  Word  to  his  own 
personal  needs.  It  is  God's  promise  that 
the  Word  when  thus  preached,  received, 
read,  and  appropriated  will  accomplish 
just  these  things.  "For  as  the  rain  com- 
eth  down,  and  the  snow  from  heaven, 
and  returneth  not  thither,  but  watereth 


the  earth,  and  maketh  it  bring  forth  and 
bud,  that  it  may  give  seed  to  the  sower, 
and  bread  to  the  eater:  So  shall  my  word 
be  that  goeth  forth  out  of  my  mouth:  it 
shall  not  return  unto  me  void,  but  it  shall 
accomplish  that  which  I  please,  and  it 
shall  prosper  in  the  thing  whereto  I  sent 
it"  (Isaiah  55:10,  11). 

The  most  important  tangible  thing  in 
all  the  world  is  the  Word  of  God.  To 
those  who  are  unsaved  it  can  bring  in- 
stant salvation.  "And  they  said,  Believe 
on  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ,  and  thou  shalt 
be  saved,  and  thy  house"  (Acts  16:31). 
Read  the  context  of  this  verse  and  fully 
appreciate  the  message  personally.  It 
did  the  work  for  the  distressed  jailer  at 
Philippi  and  can  do  the  same  for  you. 

"He  that  believeth  on  the  Son  hath 
everlasting  life:  and  he  that  believeth 
not  the  Son  shall  not  see  life,-  but  the 
wrath  of  God  abideth  on  him"  (John  3: 
36).  These  are  the  inspired  words  of 
John  the  Baptist,  spoken  by  him  as  God's 
witness,  and  written  by  John  also  in 
Spirit.  He  was  preaching  it  straight  as 
it  came  from  God  to  him  and  he  was  ac- 
claimed by  Christ  himself  as  being  one 
of  the  greatest  men  born  of  woman-. 
"Verily  I  say  unto  you,  Among  them  that 
are  born  of  women  there  hath  not  risen 
a  greater  than  John  the  Baptist:  notwith- 
standing he  that  is  least  in  the  kingdom 
of  heaven  is  greater  than  he"  (Matthew 

11:11). 

Any  Christian,  whether  a  tentmaker 
like  Paul,  Priscilla,  and  Aquila,  a  mer- 
chant like  Lydia  of  Philippi,  or  a  farmer 
like  the  Prophet  Amos  may  be  faithful  to 
God  by  being  faithful  to  the  Word  of 
God.  Everyone  faithful  in  so  doing  in 
the  past  has  received  God's  commenda- 
tion, and  all  who  are  faithful  in  the  fu- 
ture shall  be  rewarded  like  the  servants 
of  the  past. 

We,  in  this  the  church  age,  are  com- 
missioned to  preach  the  Word  to  every 
creature  all  over  the  world  in  our  own 
generation,  and  that  should  be  first 
among  the  ambitions  of  all  born-again 


men  and  women;  not  the  building  of 
great  monumental  edifices  called  by  some 
benevolent,  designating  title  such  as  be- 
came the  habit  of  professed  Christians 
of  the  dark  or  middle  ages,  and  is  quite 
generally  followed  by  the  so-called 
church  of  this  our  present  century. 

God  wants  souls  won— won  to  Christ 
and  developed  into  mature  Christians  by 
the  faithful  teaching  of  the  gospel,  and 
says  very  little  to  encourage  us  in  this 
the  church  age  to  form  and  develop  high- 
ly technical  institutions  and  organiza- 
tions that  require  many  times  over  the 
amount  of  energy  and  financial  means 
than  that  required  to  evangelize  the 
whole  world.  What  may  we  hope  to 
hear  the  Judge  of  all  the  earth  say  to  us 
on  this  when  the  church  has  been  rap- 
tured and  we  appear  before  the  judg- 
ment seat  of  Christ  in  the  air?  Will  it 
be,  ".  .  .  Well  done,  thou  good  and  faith- 
ful servant:  thou  hast  been  faithful  over 
a  few  things,  I  will  make  thee  ruler  over 
many  things:  enter  thou  into  the  joy  of 
thy  lord"  (Matthew  25:21);  or  will  it  be, 
"Take  therefore  the  talent  from  him,  and 
give  it  unto  him  which  hath  ten  talents. 
For  unto  every  one  that  hath  shall  be 
given,  and  he  shall  have  abundance:  but 
from  him  that  hath  not  shall  be  taken 
away  even  that  which  he  hath.  And  cast 
ye  the  unprofitable  servant  into  outer 
darkness:  there  shall  be  weeping  and 
gnashing  of  teeth"  (Matthew  25:28-30). 

Will  He,  do  you  think,  say,  "Come  ye 
blessed"  and  be  commended  for  building 
the  greatest  colleges,  the  finest  univer- 
sities, the  most  magnificent  orphanages, 
the  most  beautiful,  comfortable  homes 
for  your  local  churches,  etc?  "Where- 
fore we  labour,  that,  whether  present  or 
absent,  we  may  be  accepted  of  him.  For 
we  must  all  appear  before  the  judgment 
seat  of  Christ;  that  every  one  may  re- 
ceive the  things  done  in  his  body,  ac- 
cording to  that  he  hath  done,  whether  it 
be  good  or  bad.  Knowing  therefore  the 
terror  of  the  Lord,  we  persuade  men,-  but 
we  are  made  manifest  unto  God,-  and  I 
trust  also  are  made  manifest  in  your 
conscience"  (2  Corinthians  5:9-11).  Com- 
pare: "But  ye  shall  receive  power,  after 
that  the  Holy  Ghost  is  come  upon  you: 
and  ye  shall  be  witnesses  unto  me  both 
in  Jerusalem,  and  in  all  Judaea,  and  in 
Samaria,  and  unto  the  uttermost  part  of 
the  earth"  (Acts  1:8),-  "Then  opened  he 
their  understanding,  that  they  might  un- 
derstand the  scriptures,  And  said  unto 
them,  Thus  it  is  written,  and  thus  it  be- 
hoved Christ  to  suffer,  and  to  rise  from 
the  dead  the  third  day:  And  that  repent- 
continued  on  page  fifteen) 
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STORIES 

for  our  youth 


CYMBALS  AND 
DRUMS 

by 

RUTH  LANGLEY  NEWSOME 

HARRY  was  playing  with  Shag,  his 
puppy,  out  near  the  swings  in  the 
backyard.  He  heard  the  faint  sound  of 
rumble,  rumble,  way  off  in  the  distance. 
Harry  took  Shag  by  the  collar,  sat  back 
on  his  heels,  and  listened. 

There  was  another  rumble,  rumble, 
louder  this  time,-  and  the  leaves  on  the 
trees  began  to  flutter,  flutter,  until  they 
were  in  full  motion.  Clouds  covered  the 
sun.  A  few  tiny  raindrops  splish-splash- 
ed  on  Harry's  little  freckled  nose. 

"Shag,"  Harry  said,  "there's  going  to 
be  a  storm.  Let's  go!"  They  ran  as 
fast  as  they  could.  Bang,  went  the 
screen  door!  Harry  and  Shag  ran  into 
the  living  room  where  Mother  was.  Har- 
ry bounced  up  on  the  sofa  and  sat  quiet- 
ly.   He  did  not  like  storms. 

A  loud  clap  of  thunder  went  boom, 
and  a  lower  rumble,  rumble,  in  the  dis- 
tance. A  sharp  flash  of  lightning  zigzag- 
ged across  the  sky.  Harry  covered  his 
ears.  Shag  sat  at  Harry's  feet  and  whin- 
ed a  little. 

Mother  came  over  and  sat  beside  Har- 
ry and  put  her  arms  around  him.  She 
said,  "Son,  do  you  remember  the  band 
at  the  high  school?"  Harry  nodded. 
"And  do  you  remember  the  boy  who  hit 
those  things  together  that  looked  some- 
thing like  two  pot  lids?"  Harry  again 
nodded.  "Well,  they  were  cymbals.  Thev 
are  the  flashes  of  lightning  you  see.  The 
rumble,  rumble,  of  the  thunder  is  just 
the  big  drums." 

Harry  had  removed  his  hands  from  his 
ears.  The  band  concert  he  and  Mother 
and  Father  had  gone  to  had  been  so 


much  fun.  Maybe— maybe— a  storm  was 
real  exciting  too. 

Boom,  boom,  rumble,  rumble,  there  it 
was  again.  Harry  ran  to  the  window 
and  looked  out.  Rain  was  swishing 
down;  the  trees  were  bending  low;  the 
lightning  flashed;  and,  in  the  distance 
the  rumble,  rumble,  rumble,  was  heard. 

Harry  ran  back  to  Mother  with  Shag 
at  his  heels. 

"Mother,  you  know,"  Harry  said,  "God 
is  giving  a  band  concert  just  for  you, 
Shag,  and  me." 

Harry  and  Shag  went  back  to  the  win- 
dow to  listen  for  the  rumble  of  the 
drums  and  the  boom,  boom  of  the  cym- 
bals. 


A  WISE  MONKEY 

THERE  have  been  numerous  cases 
where  beasts  have  been  made 
drunk  once,  but  you  can  never  get  them 
to  touch  the  stuff  the  second  time.  They 
are  wiser  on  that  line  than  many  boys 
and  girls. 

Jocko  was  a  great  pet  in  a  certain 
wealthy  family,  and  was  given  many 
nice  things  to  eat.  One  day  when  there 
were  guests  at  the  home,  Jocko  was 
treated  to  strong  drink,  and  he  became 
as  hilarious  and  tipsy  as  the  people  at 
the  table.  It  was  such  fun  to  watch  him. 
The  next  day  they  thought  they  would 
bring  Jocko  in  again  and  give  him  some- 
thing more  to  drink.  He  reluctantly 
came  out  of  his  den  with  an  aching  head; 
but  when  they  offered  him  drink,  he  re- 
fused to  take  it,  and  no  amount  of  coax- 
ing would  influence  him  at  all. 

So  they  decided  they  would  make  him 
take  it.  But  while  they  were  getting 
ready  to  force  it  down  him,  Jocko  slipped 
out  of  doors  and  scampered  up  to  the 
roof  of  the  house.  They  brought  out  a 
gun,  of  which  Jocko  was  mortally  afraid, 
but  he  only  slipped  over  on  the  other 


side  of  the  roof.  They  went  around  the 
house  with  the  gun,  but  he  scampered 
back  again.  Two  guns  were  brought, 
one  for  each  side  of  the  roof;  and  the 
poor  frightened  creature,  rather  than  be 
forced  to  drink,  mounted  the  chimney, 
let  himself  down  inside  it,  and  hanging 
by  his  hands  to  the  top,  peeped  over  the 
top  and  defied  his  tormentors. 

Wise  Jocko!  We  only  wish  our  boys 
and  girls  had  the  good  sense  Jocko  had, 
and  would  be  ready  to  suffer  anything 
rather  than  touch  drink  or  cigarettes. 
We  have  the  grave  fear  that  some  of 
them  think  it  is  rather  "smart"  or  "dar- 
ing" to  do  such  things.  It  isn't  at  all 
smart  to  flirt  with  sin  and  death- 
Selected. 


MOUNT  OLIVE  NEWS 

(continued  from  page  eight) 
The  Boykin  Fund  will  be  used  to  as- 
sist students  preparing  for  the  ministry. 
Initial  contributions  totaling  $1,000 
came  from  friends  who  made  gifts  in  lieu 
of  flowers,  and  his  sisters:  Mrs.  Ella 
Boyette,  Kenly;  Mrs.  Carrena  Williams 
and  Mrs.  Sadie  B.  Peeden,  Pine  Level; 
Mrs.  Eva  Williamson,  Princeton,-  and  Mrs. 
Annie  B.  Stichter,  Pottsville,  Pennsyl- 
vania. 


MOUNT  OLIVE 
SCHOLARSHIPS 

Mount  Olive  College  president,  Dr.  W. 
Burkette  Raper,  has  announced  the  par- 
ticipation of  Mount  Olive  in  the  Star- 
News  newspaper  1974  Golden  Star 
Awards  program. 

Scholarships  totaling  $35,000  will  be 
presented  to  Golden  Star  winners  in 
each  of  14  categories.  These  scholar- 
ships are  for  study  at  the  two-year  lib- 
eral arts  institution. 

The  scholarships  will  be  $1,000  to  the 
first  runner-up,  $600  to  the  second  run- 
ner-up, $500  to  the  third  runner-up,  and 
$400  to  the  fourth  runner-up.  They  are 
to  be  prorated  over  a  two-year  four- 
semester  period. 

Dr.  Raper  stated  that,  "Mount  Olive 
College  is  happy  to  honor  the  achieve- 
ments of  the  outstanding  high  school 
graduates  in  Southeastern  North  Caro- 
lina. We  will  be  proud  to  have  these 
fine  young  people  pursue  their  higher 
education  on  our  campus." 

Competition  for  the  Golden  Star 
Awards  is  open  to  all  seniors  in  public, 
private,  and  parochial  schools  in  South- 
eastern North  Carolina. 
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The  Fifth  Eastern  District  Youth  for 
Christ  Rally  held  its  retreat  at  Camp 
Vandemere,  Vandemere,  North  Carolina, 
last  summer.  This  was  the  first  Youth 
for  Christ  Rally  retreat  conducted  at  our 
own  Free  Will  Baptist  camp,  but  with 
the  help  of  the  Lord  and  the  many 
churches,  we  hope  to  have  many  camps 
and  retreats  in  the  future  at  Camp 
Vandemere. 

The  retreat  began  on  Friday,  August 
10,  at  4  p.m.,  and  lasted  until  Sunday, 
August  12,  at  4  p.m.,  with  the  Rev.  Ralph 
Sumner  as  director.  The  young  people 
slept  in  tents  but  this  did  not  seem  to 
daunt  their  enthusiasm,-  roughing  it  a 
little  seemed  to  make  it  more  of  a  chal- 
lenge. 

Each  counselor  was  assigned  a  time 
for  group  discussions.  This  gave  each 
camper  a  time  to  discuss  or  talk  about 
something  of  his  interest.  Many  times 
we  adults  want  our  young  people  to  be 
seen  and  not  heard;  however,  often  it  is 
easier  for  a  young  person  to  talk  with  a 
counselor  or  youth  leader  because  we 
parents  don't  always  listen.  During  this 
discussion  period  there  was  also  time 
for  singing  of  choruses. 

On  campus  there  were  a  number  of 
sports  such  as  basketball,  horseshoe 
pitching,  and  other  games.  Also  the 
swimming  was  wonderful. 

On  Friday  night  The  Four  in  Christ 
Quartet  gave  a  musical  program.  They 
rendered  several  songs  and  gave  testi- 
monies. During  the  invitation  several 
young  people  made  first-time  decisions 
for  Christ.  There  was  also  a  100  percent 
rededication  of  all  other  campers  for 
Christ. 

Saturday,  August  11,  the  rally  was 
held  on  campus.  The  Matthew  Prescott 
Family  rendered  a  good  program  of  gos- 
pel singing.  After  the  rally,  Mr.  Sumner 


led  everyone  on  a  tour,  in  the  dark,  of 
several  stations  on  the  campus,  depict- 
ing characters  who  met  Christ  and  were 
never  the  same  again.  The  first  sta- 
tion showed  a  woman  in  a  spotlight  rep- 
resenting the  woman  at  the  well.  She 
gave  in  her  own  words  her  testimony  of 
how  she  was  never  the  same  after  she 
met  Christ.  At  the  next  station  we  saw 
a  man  representing  Moses.  Everyone 
was  really  moved  when  he  saw  the  fire 
come  down  and  begin  to  burn  the  bush 
and  Moses  told  how  he  was  never  the 
same  after  he  met  God  there.  At  the 
third  station  we  saw  a  man  represent- 
ing Saul.  As  the  spotlight  was  on  him, 
he  told  of  his  conversion  on  the  Damas- 
cus road  and  how  his  life  was  changed 
with  the  meeting  of  Christ.  The  fourth 
station  was  a  big  white  cross.  As  we 
all  assembled  around  the  cross  with  the 
spotlight  on  it,  Mr.  Sumner  spoke  to  us 
about  how  we  too  can  be  changed  by  al- 
lowing Christ  to  come  into  our  hearts. 
With  bowed  heads  everyone  sang,  "I 
Have  Decided  to  Follow  Jesus."  This  was 
a  real  blessing. 

On  Sunday  morning,  August  12,  each 
one  gathered  in  his  group  for  Sunday 
school  with  the  staff  members  joining 
them.  Following  Sunday  school  we  all 
assembled  in  the  picnic  area  for  a  wor- 
ship service.  There  was  special  music 
along  with  testimony  time.  Many  of  the 
young  people  stood  and  gave  their  testi- 
mony with  many  just  saying,  "I  love  Je- 
sus" or  "I  thank  Him  for  saving  my 
soul."  During  this  service  Mr.  Jeff  Tyn- 
dall,  president  of  the  rally,  gave  the  de- 
votion, using  as  his  theme,  "Building  for 
the  Future."  He  took  his  Scripture  from 
Acts  20:32,  "And  now,  brethren,  I  com- 
mend you  to  God,  and  to  the  word  of  his 
grace,  which  is  able  to  build  you  up,  and 
to  give  you  an  inheritance  among  all 
them  which  are  sanctified." 

Everyone  enjoyed  the  Youth  for  Christ 
Rally  and  the  fellowship  together.  They 
left  a  little  tired  but  a  little  closer  to 
God. 

Respectfully  submitted, 
Mrs.  Ruben  Clark 


1,700  SAVED  BY  READING  TRACT 

Dr.  Jacob  Chamberlain  of  Arcot,  India, 
counted  1,700  people  who  had  been 
saved  by  a  little  tract  which  he  had  writ- 
ten, and  doubtless,  if  every  Christian 
who  is  now  living  were  to  testify  as  to 
the  means  of  his  conversion,  we  should 
be  astonished  at  the  number  who  were 
reached  by  tracts.— D.  M.  Panton,  B.  A. 


Churches  and  Ministers 
Available 

(Note:  This  column  is  provided,  when 
needed,  for  any  church  that  is  seeking  a 
pastor  and  for  any  minister  who  is  seeking 
a  church  to  serve  and  would  like  to  give 
such  notice.  Please  send  the  necessary  in- 
formation to  the  editor  of  "The  Free  Will 
Baptist."  Each  notice  will  run  for  two  is- 
sues only.) 


The  Rev.  M.  E.  Cox  announces  that  he 
will  be  available  for  full-time  pastorate 
at  a  date  fitting  to  both  the  church  he 
accepts  and  the  one  he  is  leaving.  He 
has  served  the  Highland  Pines  Free  Will 
Baptist  Church,  Hamlet,  North  Carolina, 
full-time,  for  the  past  ten  years.  Under 
his  leadership  the  church  has  experienced 
tremendous  growth  with  no  problems. 
However,  he  feels  that  he  has  completed 
his  work  there.  You  may  contact  Mr. 
Cox  by  writing  408  Henderson  Street, 
Hamlet,  North  Carolina  27345,  or  by 
calling  582-1826. 

The  Rev.  John  W.  Sexton  states  that 
he  is  available  for  pastoral  work  and 
revival  services.  Any  church  desiring  his 
services  may  contact  him  by  writing 
Route  1,  Box  254,  Plymouth,  North  Caro- 
lina 27962,  or  calling  793-2782. 

The  Owen's  Chapel  Free  Will  Baptist 
Church  near  Elm  City,  North  Carolina,  is 
seeking  a  full-time  pastor.  Any  minister 
interested  in  servinq  this  church  please 
contact  Mr.  William  B.  Bailey,  Route  1, 
Box  150,  Stantonsburg,  North  Carolina 
27883,  or  phone  (919)  243-6916;  or  Mr. 
Kinshen  Walston,  Route  3,  Elm  City, 
North  Carolina  27822,  or  phone  (919) 
127-0909. 

The  Rev.  Francis  Garner  wishes  to  an- 
nounce that  he  will  be  available  for  full- 
time  pastoral  services  effective  June  2, 
1974.  Any  church  interested  in  Mr. 
Garner's  services  may  contact  him  by 
writing  Route  1,  Box  186-D,  Dunn,  North 
Carolina  28334;  or  telephone,  Coharie 
567-2188. 

The  Rev.  Austin  Carter  announces  that 
he  is  now  available  for  full-time  or  part- 
time  pastoral  services.  Any  church  in- 
terested in  Mr.  Carter  as  pastor  may  con- 
tact him  at  308  North  Church  Street, 
Mount  Olive,  North  Carolina  28365;  or 
telephone  658-9814. 
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ST.  CLAIRE  BIBLE  CLAStf) 

THE  SUNDAY  ' 
SCHOOL  LESSONC^T 

FOR  APRIL  28 


V: 


A  Strategy  for  Mission 

Lesson  Text:  Acts  15:39-16:10 
Memory  Verse:  Isaiah  6:8 

I.  INTRODUCTION 

Though  it  is  the  will  of  the  Lord  that 
the  church  membership  should  work  to- 
gether in  harmony  and  unison,  this  does 
not  mean  that  there  is  not  room  within 
the  fellowship  for  diverse  opinions  and 
differences  in  character. 

Paul  and  Barnabas  were  of  one  mind 
insofar  as  doctrine  was  concerned,  and 
they  were  in  perfect  agreement  on  the 
need  of  revisiting  the  churches.  How- 
ever, their  disagreement  as  to  whether 
John  Mark  should  accompany  them  was 
so  great  that  it  led  to  a  division  of  the 
famous  missionary  team.  This  division 
was  not  of  such  nature  as  to  influence 
either  of  them  to  neglect  or  forsake  the 
work  of  the  Lord,  nor  did  it  serve  to 
break  the  bond  of  friendship  that  had 
existed  for  so  long  between  these  two 
servants  of  God.  In  fact,  it  did  just  the 
opposite:  the  parting  of  Paul  and  Barna- 
bas, instead  of  hindering  the  missionary 
efforts,  enlarged  it;  for,  instead  of  one 
missionary  team  in  the  field,  now  there 
would  be  two.  —  The  Senior  Quarterly 
(F.W.B.). 

II.  HINTS  THAT  HELP 

A.  The  controversy  between  Paul  and 
Barnabas  seemed  hopeless,  but  God  used 
it  to  send  out  two  missionary  groups 
rather  than  one. 

B.  If  a  church  does  what  it  ought  to 
do  in  the  way  of  nurture  for  its  mem- 
bers, the  members  will  then  go  out  and 
win  souls.  Thus  nurture  and  soul  win- 
ning go  hand  in  hand. 

C.  Paul  was  very  firm  in  his  opinion 
when  dealing  with  Barnabas,  but  when 
he  was  dealing  with  the  Holy  Spirit,  he 
was  humbly  submissive. 

D.  Even  though  it  was  not  necessary 
as  a  Christian,  Paul  thought  that  it  was 
necessary  to  his  ministry  to  have  Timo- 
thy circumcised.     Aren't  there  some 


things  that  we  must  do  for  the  sake  of 
our  ministry? 

E.  Paul  wanted  to  go  to  Asia,  but  God 
stopped  him.  Someone  has  said  that 
man  proposes,  but  God  disposes. 

-The  Bible  Teacher  (F.W.B.). 

III.  ADDITIONAL  TRUTHS 

A.  A  person  with  no  aim  will  achieve 
what  he  aims  at— nothing.  First,  there- 
fore, we  must  set  a  goal.  If  we  have 
no  goal,  we  can  plan  no  strategy.  As 
children  of  God,  our  goal  is  clear:  all  the 
world,  every  creature— with  no  distinc- 
tions because  of  race,  politics,  culture, 
wealth,  or  station  in  life.  A  church 
should  set  goals  in  evangelism,-  a  class 
can  do  likewise. 

Individuals  too  need  goals,  perhaps 
something  like  the  following:  To  develop 
a  missionary  concern  that  becomes  a  part 
of  daily  Christian  experience;  to  pray 
daily  for  some  person  not  a  Christian,-  to 
take  an  active  interest  in  a  nonchurch 
couple  or  family;  to  sponsor  or  help  to 
sponsor  a  missionary  or  a  young  person 
preparing  for  specialized  Christian  ser- 
vice; or  to  recruit  a  young  person  for 
such  service. 

Strategy  is  skillful  management  to  at- 
tain an  end.  Paul  set  as  his  goal  the 
evangelizing  of  the  Roman  world,  and 
we  have  gained  some  idea  of  his  strategy 
from  our  lesson  today.  If  we  have  no 
goal,  then  God  help  us!  If  we  have  set 
a  goal,  it  is  now  time  to  act.  Our  strate- 
gy, like  Paul's,  should  consider  the  fol- 
lowing: 

The  need.  We  must  be  alert  to  needs 
and  see  these  needs  as  opportunities. 
Are  there  non-Christians  in  our  Bible 
school?  What  of  unconverted  families 
in  our  neighborhood?  What  of  that  ac- 
quaintance who  is  having  problems  and 
needs  a  friend?  Is  there  not  a  need  for 
trained  workers,  both  at  the  local  and 
wider  levels?  Is  there  not  a  need  to  re- 
cruit young  persons  to  become  bearers 
of  the  gospel  to  all  the  world? 

Our  resources.  We  must  never  forget 
that  we  do  have  the  gospel  of  Christ.  It 
is  still  the  "power  of  God  unto  salva- 


tion." And  to  make  the  message  known 
we  have  the  manpower  needed,  if  we  will 
but  get  on  with  the  job.  We  have  the 
youth.  We  have  opportunity  for  first- 
hand training,  for  two  by  two  an  ex- 1 
perienced  worker  and  a  learner  can  go 
forth.  (Companionship  in  the  Lord's 
work  is  one  of  our  great  blessings,  and 
it  is  no  accident  that  Jesus  sent  out  His 
disciples  two  by  two.) 

To  communicate  the  gospel,  we  have 
our  voices,  and  also  the  telephone,  the 
radio,  and  television.  And  we  have  auto- 
mobiles, many  of  which  go  to  church 
every  Sunday  with  empty  seats. 

We  also  have  youth  camps  and  Chris- 
tian colleges  capable  of  enlisting  and 
training  efficient  workers  for  Christ.  All 
of  these  we  have,  plus  hundreds  of  loyal 
workers  now  serving  in  our  own  and 
other  lands  of  the  world. 

These  resources  we  need  to  keep  in 
mind  in  planning  our  missionary  strategy, 
if  we  are  to  reach  all  the  world  with 
God's  message  of  salvation.  .  .  .—Stand- 
ard Lesson  Commentary. 

B.  We  may  never  go  to  the  site  of  an- 
cient Macedonia,  and  we  may  never  re- 
ceive a  vision  as  Paul's,  but  all  of  us 
have  our  "Macedonian"  call.  It  is  a  call 
to  help  someone  in  need  of  the  gospel. 
To  feed  and  clothe  them  and  keep  them 
healthy  and  warm  are  good  things  to  do 
for  people  who  can't  help  themselves, 
but  these  should  never  be  substitutes 
for  the  gospel.  Only  the  "good  news" 
of  salvation  can  keep  their  souls  out  of 
hell. -The  Advanced  Quarterly  (F.W.B.). 


Resolution  of  Respect 

The  Third  Union  of  the  Eastern  Con- 
ference, in  regular  session  March  30, 
1974,  adopted  the  following  resolution: 

Be  it  resolved,  that  the  Third  Union 
Meeting  memorialize  the  following  mem- 
bers and  former  members  who  have  gone 
to  be  with  the  Lord  since  the  last  set- 
ting of  the  union:  the  Rev.  Herman 
Grubbs,  Brother  Nathan  Tadlock,  Sister 
A.  B.  Bryan,  and  Sister  Lloyd  Vernon. 

Their  presence  will  be  missed  by  the 
Third  Union  Meeting,  the  Free  Will  Bap- 
tist denomination,  and  the  churches  in 
which  they  worked  for  the  Lord.  Each 
has  served  well  in  many  capacities  in 
his  church,  in  his  denomination,  and  in 
his  community. 

May  the  comfort  of  the  Holy  Spirit  be 
with  their  families  and  friends. 

Respectfully  submitted, 
Leon  Grubbs,  Clerk 
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J  North  Carolina 

18  State  Sunday 

.  School  Convention 

(Thirty-Fourth  Annual  Session) 

's 

The  grass  is  green  and  growing,  the 
.    dogwood  trees  are  blooming,  the  birds 

are  singing,  it's  April— spring  is  here. 
e       There  are  a  number  of  things  that 
j    make  April   one   of   the  outstanding 
j  months  of  the  year.    Among  the  won- 
1    derful  events  to  take  place  in  April  is 
the  North  Carolina  State  Free  Will  Bap- 
tist Sunday  School  Convention's  annual 
I    session  to  be  held  on  the  campus  of 
Mount  Olive  College,  Mount  Olive,  North 
Carolina,  Saturday,  April  20. 

I  am  persuaded  that  we  could  not  find 
a  more  appropriate  place  to  convene  the 
annual  session  of  the  teaching  ministry 
of  our  church  than  on  the  campus  of  our 
own  citadel  of  teaching  and  learning. 
Making  it  even  more  fitting  is  the  fact 
that  the  emphasis  here  is  on  the  spiritual 
values  of  life. 

Last  year  the  annual  session  was  held 
at  the  Children's  Home  in  Middlesex. 
There  we  had  the  pleasure  and  oppor- 
tunity to  not  only  enjoy  the  blessings  of 
attending  the  convention,  but  a  visit  of 
the  Home  as  well. 

This  year  you  have  the  same  double 
portion  of  good  things— an  unforget- 
table experience  of  being  a  part  of  the 
convention  and  the  added  thrill  of  tour- 
ing the  college  campus.  This  is  indeed 
a  memorial  event  if  you  have  not  visited 
the  college  before,  and  a  refreshing  one 
if  you  have. 

The  convention  will  be  using  the  audi- 
torium on  the  downtown  campus.  How- 
ever, you  will  get  to  see  the  beautiful 
new  chapel  that  is  nearing  completion. 

The  theme  for  this  year's  convention 
is  "Lift  Up  Christ  in  the  Sunday  School." 
The  Scripture  basis  is  "And  I,  if  I  be  lift- 
ed up  ..  .  will  draw  all  men  unto  me" 
(John  12:32).  A  program  from  the  theme 
is  being  made  up  that  will  speak  to  all 
age  groups.  In  the  speaking,  playing, 
singing,  and  acting  all  ages  will  partici- 
pate. 

If  you  have  not  already  completed 
your  plans  to  attend  there  is  still  time 
to  do  so.  As  you  know,  the  gasoline 
situation  has  improved  quite  a  bit,  and 
it  is  our  belief  that  you  will  be  able  to 
find  an  adequate  supply  so  you  can  at- 
tend. 

The  college  will  provide  the  noon 
meal  at  $1.50  per  plate.  Also,  represen- 
tatives of  the  college  will  be  on  hand 


at  all  times  to  assure  your  comfort  and 
enjoyment. 

Registration  will  begin  at  9  a.m.  and 
the  convention  will  convene  at  ten.  As 
I  promised  you  at  the  last  convention, 
"We  will  start  on  time  this  year"  if  I 
have  to  sing!  Now  wait  a  minute,  I  was 
only  kidding— back-up  teams  have  been 
arranged. 

Oh  yes,  there  is  another  important 
event  that  occurs  in  April— my  birthday, 
and  the  date  is  April  20.  So  this  is  an 
added  blessing  for  me— it's  my  birthday 
party.   Will  you  help  me  celebrate? 

Respectfully  submitted, 
Oscar  Webster,  President 


Questions  &  Answers 

(continued  from  page  eleven) 

ance  and  remission  of  sins  should  be 
preached  in  his  name  among  all  nations, 
beginning  at  Jerusalem.  And  ye  are 
witnesses  of  these  things"  (Luke  24:45- 
48);  "And  he  said  unto  them,  Go  ye  into 
all  the  world,  and  preach  the  gospel  to 
every  creature.  He  that  believeth  and  is 
baptized  shall  be  saved;  but  he  that  be- 
lieveth not  shall  be  damned"  (Mark  16: 
15,  16);  And  Jesus  came  and  spake  unto 
them,  saying,  All  power  is  given  unto 
me  in  heaven  and  in  earth.  Go  ye  there- 
fore, and  teach  all  nations,  baptizing 


them  in  the  name  of  the  Father,  and  of 
the  Son,  and  of  the  Holy  Ghost:  Teach- 
ing them  to  observe  all  things  whatso- 
ever I  have  commanded  you:  and,  lo,  I 
am  with  you  alway,  even  unto  the  end  of 
the  world"  (Matthew  28:18-20).  In  my 
feeble  judgment  Jesus  meant  exactly 
what  He  said  in  these  and  like  teachings 
He  gave  to  His  disciples.  He  also  com- 
manded that  they  should  pass  these 
teachings  down  to  the  next  generation, 
a  process  for  which  each  Christian  was 
and  is  responsible. 

(Continued  Next  Issue) 


Spoonsful  of  Sunshine! 

As  a  little  girl  was  eating— tiny  little 
tot  she  was— she  saw  coming  through 
the  window  a  ray  of  sunlight,  which  was 
focused  right  on  her  spoon.  As  the  lit- 
tle thing  put  the  spoon  into  her  mouth, 
she  exclaimed  with  a  cheery  laugh: 
"Look,  I  have  swallowed  a  spoonful  of 
sunshine."  We  ought  to  swallow  spoons- 
ful everyday.  Everywhere  we  go  we 
should  scatter  sunshine  rather  than 
shadows.— George  W.  Truett. 


A  story  with  a  hidden  lesson  is  like 
an  operation  under  an  anesthetic— the 
work  is  being  done  while  the  patient  is 
unconscious  of  what  is  really  happening. 


Let  Us 
"LIFT  UP  CHRIST" 

IN  ATTENDANCE  AT 

THE  NORTH  CAROLINA  FREE  WILL 
BAPTIST  SUNDAY  SCHOOL  CONVENTION 

Mount  Olive  College 

Saturday,  April  20 

REGISTRATION  9  A.M.  AT  AUDITORIUM  (Old  Campus) 
CONVENTION  OPENING  AT  10  A.M. 

Theme:  "LIFTING  UP  CHRIST  IN  OUR  SUNDAY  SCHOOLS" 

Theme  Discussions  by  Carefully  Selected  Speakers  .  .  . 
Special  Music  .  .  .  Special  Programs  by  Young  People  .  .  . 
Important  Business  Matters  .  .  .  Good  Fellowship 

Our  convention  is  an  "open  convention."  All  pastors,  superintendents,  officers 
of  conventions  and  local  schools,  and  pupils  of  Original  Free  Will  Baptists  of  North 
Carolina  who  attend  will  have  an  equal  voice  and  vote  in  the  convention. 
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I^IBHARY  C0M 

DUKE  UNIVERSITY 

DURHAM,  N.  C.  27703 


HEAR  YE! 
THE  LATEST  NEWS  FOR 
FREE  WILL  BAPTIST 
YOUTH! 


The  State  Youth 
Fellowship  Convention 

MEETS 

SATURDAY,  APRIL  27,  1974 

10  A.M. 

THE  MIDDLESEX  ELEMENTARY  SCHOOL 
AUDITORIUM 

Middlesex,  North  Carolina 

Declamation  and  Essay  Contests 
Special  Music  and  Skits 

SEE  YOU  THERE! 

COME!  WELCOME!  COME! 
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Free  Will  Baptlst 


AYDEN,  NORTH  CAROLINA,  WEDNESD3SY,  APRIL  24,  1974 
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TREASURE  HOLD 

The  editorial,  in  poetic  form,  hopefully  projects  a  lesson  on  values 
and  admonishes  one  to  choose  what  is  of  real  importance. 

In  my  hands  I  held  my  treasures: 

Earthly  values,  hoards  unknown; 
Vainly  clasped  them — all  the  pleasures — 

Lest  I'd  lose  them  and  bemoan 
Things  I  cherished;  like  a  miser 

Filling  up  my  coffers  fast, 
Vainly  wanting  to  be  wiser, 

Knowing  how  to  make  them  last, 

I  clutched  so  tight  the  things  around  me, 

Drew  them  closer  to  my  side ; 
That  which  cost  and  that  giv'n  freely, 

Seized  and  stole  all  I  could  hide; 
Then  I  cheated,  lied  and  begged  for 

Ev'ry  jewel,  coin,  and  prize 
That  my  hungry  eyes  could  look  for, 

And  I  thought  myself  so  wise. 

Lands  and  houses,  grand  estates, 

Prestigious  people  to  befriend, 
Rubies,  diamonds — heavy  weights — 

Greed,  my  champ'on  and  my  sin ; 
Boats  and  cars  and  bank  accounts  would 

Feed  my  craving:  fortune,  fame; 
Worldly  goods  in  vast  amounts — 'twould 

Add  allurement  to  my  name. 

Suddenly  my  dreams  did  shatter; 

All  I  had — 'twas  taken  'way; 
Things  of  life  I  thought  to  matter 

Vanished  from  my  eyes  that  day; 
In  my  hands  I  held  no  treasure; 

All  my  goods — alas — much  loss! 
Placed  before  me  in  full  measure 

Was  a  vision  of  the  Cross. 

In  my  hands  He  laid  it  gently, 

Oh,  but  firmly  to  remind 
That  my  aims,  so  instrument'ly, 

Held  me  pris'ner  of  a  kind; 
In  my  hands  I  held  my  burden, 

Looking  toward  a  heavenly  shore; 
Walking  onward  to  that  garden, 

Step  by  step  I  valued  more 

The  Cross  I  carried;  light  it  felt  now, 

And  it  glittered  all  the  while, 
Shining  brightly,  e'er  to  show  how 

I  should  walk  each  earthly  mile; 
Then  my  cross  became  my  treasure, 

And  with  pride  I  lift'd  it  high; 
My  selfish  aims,  no  more  a  pleasure, 

Now,  in  Him  my  values  lie. 

Many  men  hold  so  steadfastly 

To  the  world  and  all  its  gold, 
Hoarding  riches,  'til  at  last  they 

Lose  themselves — their  very  soul; 
In  your  hands,  my  friend,  my  neighbor, 

Hold  not  riches,  worldly  fame; 
Clutch  the  Cross,  the  blessed  Saviour; 

Magnify  His  precious  name! 


Cower  Photo  by  Camerique 
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THE  MESSENGERS 

NORTH  CAROLINA'S  NEWEST  GOSPEL  GROUP 


THE  purpose  of  this  article  is  to  in- 
troduce one  of  North  Carolina's 
newest  gospel  groups,  "The  Messen- 
gers." The  formation  of  this  group  is 
the  results  of  their  ambition  to  be  "mes- 
sengers" of  God  through  music.  During 
the  past  year  this  group  has  traveled 
throughout  North  Carolina  and  Virginia 
fulfilling  their  ambition  of  sharing  their 
love  of  God  with  others  through  song. 

"The  Messengers"  is  composed  of 
seven  young  men  and  one  young  lady. 
This  group  has  the  distinction  of  having 
eight  talented  vocalists,  even  though 
four  of  them  are  best  known  for  their 


each  of  them  sings  from  an  overflowing 
heart  of  praise  and  gratitude  to  God. 
My  cup  of  joy  runs  over  every  time  I  hear 
them.  I  pray  God's  richest  blessings 
upon  them  and  their  ministry  through 
the  sung  word." 

Adding  his  blessings  through  praise 
is  the  Rev.  J.  C.  Parker,  minister  of  the 
Asbury  United  Methodist  Charge:  "I  am 
thrilled  to  know  The  Messengers  and 
count  them  as  my  Christian  friends.  This 
dedicated  group  of  young  people  has 
committed  their  talents  to  the  use  of 
God  and  for  the  advancement  of  His 
kingdom  here  on  earth.  They  are  using 
their  great  talents  as  witnesses  of  God's 


vocal  talents.  The  quartet  is  comprised 
of  Annette  Daley,  alto,-  Doug  Stewart, 
tenor;  Bill  Cook,  lead,  and  Bobby  Over- 
bey,  bass.  They  are  accompanied  by 
Greg  Simpkins,  pianist;  Breck  Jarman, 
drummer,-  Vernon  (Buddy)  Daley,  bass 
and  lead  guitar;  and  George  Dillahunty, 
trumpeter. 

This  dedicated  group  of  young  Chris- 
tians has  received  numerous  praises 
from  many  pastors  throughout  the  area 
in  which  their  messages  through  song 
have  been  heard. 

The  Rev.  H.  R.  Orr,  minister  of  Fort 
Barnwell  Baptist  Church,  says  of  this 
group:  "The  Messengers  have  been  a 
spiritual  blessing  to  me  and  our  church. 
One  can  feel  the  presence  of  Christ  in 
the  services  as  they  sing.   It  seems  that 


love  and  influence  in  their  lives,  indi- 
vidually and  corporately. 

"Their  program  of  gospel  music  is  a 
well  arranged  and  skillfully  presented 
one.  It  is  deep  in  theological  content, 
yet  is  readily  understood  and  appreciated 
by  all  ages.  The  response  to  their  musi- 
cal program  by  our  church  was  positive 
in  all  respects." 

The  Rev.  Eldon  L.  Brock,  minister  of 
Gethsemane  Free  Will  Baptist  Church, 
recalls  the  group's  beginning  and  states: 
"I  know  The  Messengers  well.  They  have 
expressed  to  me  their  only  purpose  in 
singing  is  to  glorify  God.  For  this  I  am 
deeply  thankful.  This  group  of  talented 
young  people  have  proven  to  be  a  great 
blessing  to  our  church  and  to  a  large 
number  of  churches  of  other  faiths.  I 


have  witnessed  several  people  converted 
when  extended  a  gospel  invitation  fol- 
lowing a  performance  by  The  Mes- 
sengers. 

"This  group  now  sings  with  excellent 
harmony  and  are  considered  to  be  highly 
professional  in  the  field  of  gospel  music. 
This  fine  group  of  singers  has  a  very 
well-planned  program  that  will  do  much 
to  touch  the  lives  of  all  ages." 

This  group  has  been  heralded  by  many 
professionals  as  an  inspirational  stand- 
out in  the  field  of  gospel  music.  In 
April,  this  highly  talented  and  dedicated 
group  will  record  its  first  album  in  order 
to  transmit  the  message  of  God  to  others. 

"The  Messengers"  make  no  charge  for 
their  well-planned  and  inspirational  pro- 
gram and  will  welcome  an  invitation  to 
sing  for  your  church,  club,  or  fund-rais- 
ing organization.  This  can  be  arranged 
by  contacting  Mrs.  Jimmy  Hoyle,  book- 
ing agent,  by  calling  638-6046  or  637- 
3877. 


MY  CHURCH 

by  Mrs.  Woodrow  McCoy 

It  is  so  beautiful  on  the  outside— 

But  that  isn't  all. 
It  is  most  beautiful  on  the  inside 

As  we  hear  the  Master's  call. 
It  is  filled  with  the  best  Christian  people 

I  know,  anywhere. 
As  you  enter  the  sanctuary,  you  see 

A  smile  here,  a  nod  there, 
And  feel  the  presence  of  the  Holy  Spirit 
in  the  air. 

It's  such  a  blessing  just  to  be  there. 
No  matter  what  occasion  may  arise, 

You  can  count  on  my  church. 
The  people  are  always  ready  and  willing 

To  do  their  work. 
Yes,  I  am  thankful  for  my  church; 

It  is  a  wonderful  place  to  be— 
For,  there,   one   can   find   peace  for 
eternity. 


"I'm  going  to  hurry  and  get  married," 
the  thirteen-year-old  girl  told  her  favor- 
ite teacher. 

"Why  are  you  going  to  do  that?"  her 
teacher  asked. 

"I  want  to  have  my  children  know 
you  and  learn  from  you,  too,"  the  girl 
told  her  teacher. 


Forecast  for  Mexico:  chile  today  and 
hot  tamale. 
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SUNDAY,  APRIL  28 
Scripture  Reading— 1  Corinthians  1:18 

There  Was  One  Who  Bore  All 
A  minister  was  so  harassed  by  members 
of  his  church,  and  so  sharply  criticized, 
that  he  went  to  his  bishop  telling  him  that 
it  could  no  longer  be  endured,  and  he 
would  resign.  To  his  surprise  the  bishop 
said,  "Do  your  people  ever  spit  in  your 
face?" 

"No,"  he  said. 

"Have  they  stripped  and  scourged  you, 
crowned  you  with  thorns— crucified  you?" 

The  minister  interposed  his  reply,  "No, 
God  helping  me,  until  they  do,  I'll  hold 
on."— Westminster  Quarterly. 

Prayer  Thought 

Resignation  is,  seemingly,  the  easy  way 
out  of  a  difficult  situation  but  many  times 
the  easier  way  would  be  to  work  out  your 
difficulties.  We  cannot  run  away  from  our- 
selves. 

MONDAY,  APRIL  29 
Scripture  Reading— Matthew  21:22 
Prayer  Does  This— and  More! 
Dr.  Hysloop,  speaking  before  the  British 
Medical  Association,  once  said:  "The  best 
medicine  which  my  practice  has  discover- 
ed is  prayer.    The  exercise  of  prayer  in 
those  who  habitually  practice  it  must  be 
regarded  as  the  most  adequate  and  normal 
of  all  the  pacifiers  of  the  mind  and  calmers 
of  the  nerves. 

"As  one  whose  whole  life  has  been  con- 
cerned with  the  sufferings  of  the  mind,  I 
would  state  that  of  all  the  hygenic  measures 
to  counteract  disturbed  sleep,  depression  of 
spirits,  and  all  the  miserable  sequels  of 
a  distressed  mind,  I  would  undoubtedly 
give  first  place  to  the  simple  habit  of  pray- 
er. 

"It  is  of  the  highest  importance,  merely 
from  a  physical  point  of  view,  to  teach 
children  to  hold  daily  communion  with 
God.  Such  a  habit  does  more  to  quiet  the 
spirit  and  strengthen  the  soul  to  overcome 
mere  incidental  emotionalism,  than  any 
other  therapeutic  agency  known  to  me."— 
The  Torch  Bearer. 

Prayer  Thought 

A  long  talk  with  our  God  could  help  us 
more  than  any  psychiatric  treatment  avail- 
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able.  God  has  told  us  to  leave  all  our  Wor- 
ries and  cares  with  Him. 

TUESDAY,  APRIL  30 
Scripture  Reading— Isaiah  1:18 

The  Right  Time 
A  group  of  men  were  arguing  one  day 
as  to  the  best  time  to  cut  an  ash-stick.  One 
argued  that  the  best  time  was  in  the  spring 
when  the  sap  was  rising.  A  walking-stick 
cut  at  such  a  time  would  be  strong,  yet 
supple.  Another  declared  that  no  time  was 
as  good  as  summer,  for  then  the  wood 
would  be  at  the  very  top  of  its  form.  The 
third  man  declared  that  both  his  friends 
were  wrong,  for  the  best  time  to  cut  an 
ash-stick  was  in  autumn,  when  the  sap  had 
matured  and  perfected  the  wood.  The 
longer  they  argued  the  more  each  was 
wedded  to  his  own  opinion.  At  last  they 
decided  to  call  in  an  old  farm-servant 
whose  knowledge  of  nature  was  only  equal- 
led by  his  homely  wisdom.  "When  is  the 
best  time  to  cut  an  ash-stick,  John?"  they 
inquired. 

"When  you  see  it,  gentlemen.  It  may 
not  be  there  next  time  you  pass  that  way." 

Now  is  the  time  to  get  right  with  God, 
Now  is  the  time  to  call  Him  in,  to  ask  Him 
to  become  Senior  Partner  in  the  business 
of  your  life.  "Now  is  the  accepted  time; 
behold,  now  is  the  day  of  salvation."— Wil- 
liam J.  May. 

Prayer  Thought 
Never  put  off  until  tomorrow  things  that 
could  be  done  today.     Lost  opportunity 
cannot  be  recovered.  Time  spent  with  God 
is  never  wasted. 

WEDNESDAY,  MAY  1 
Scripture  Reading— Daniel  12:2 

Sometime  was  too  Late! 
Said  a  young  man  to  the  Rev.  Mr. 
Young:  "I  intend  to  become  a  Christian 
sometime,  but  not  now.  Don't  trouble 
yourself  about  me.  I'll  tend  to  it  in  good 
time."  A  few  weeks  after,  the  man  was  in- 
jured in  a  sawmill,  and,  as  he  lay  dying, 
Mr.  Young  was  called  to  him.  He  found 
him  in  despair,  saying:  "Leave  me  alone. 
At  your  meeting  I  was  almost  persuaded, 
but  I  would  not  yield,  and  now  it  is  too 
late.  Oh,  get  my  wife,  my  sisters,  and  my 
brothers  to  seek  God,  and  do  it  now,  but 
leave  me  alone,  for  I  am  lost."  Within  an 
hour  he  passed  away,  with  these  words  on 
his  hps,  "I  am  lost,  I  am  lost,  just  because 
I  would  not  yield  when  I  was  almost  per- 
suaded."—Selected. 

Prayer  Thought 
Our  young,  productive  years  should  be 
given  to  God  and  His  work.  Waiting  until 
we  have  enjoyed  our  earthly  pleasures  may 
be  too  late.  Rather,  enjoy  a  Christian  life 
now  and  a  heavenly  life  in  the  hereafter. 

THURSDAY,  MAY  2 
Scripture  Reading— Luke  12:20 

Priceless  Things 
The  best  things  in  life  money  cannot 


buy.  One  would  not  depreciate  the  value 
of  money.  It  is  a  necessary  part  of  our 
lives,  and  the  ability  to  make  it  honestly 
and  to  spend  it  wisely  is  to  be  commend- 
ed. But  let  us  pause  and  think  of  those 
things  that  money  cannot  buy.  What  are 
they?  Prayer,  faith,  peace,  hope,  appre- 
ciation of  the  good  and  the  true  and  the 
beautiful— those  things  which  we  value 
most.  Loyalty,  dependability,  sincerity,  and 
high  Christian  ideals  make  character,  but 
where  could  you  buy  them? 

The  world  is  run  on  faith— faith  in  our 
families,  in  our  work,  in  our  friends— and  | 
faith  cannot  be  bought!  The  sense  of  the 
presence  of  God— our  Christian  religion— 
cannot  be  bought  or  sold,  but  it  is  our  most 
valuable  possession,  our  greatest  asset. 

"Seek  ye  first  the  Kingdom  of  God,  and 
His  righteousness." 

These  priceless  things,  which  money  can- 
not buy,  belong  to  the  Kingdom  of  God.— 
War  Cry. 

Prayer  Thought 
How  many  of  us  judge  everything  on  a 
financial  scale!   Material  gains  can  become  \ 
losses  in  only  moments.  Christian  thoughts 
and  lives  will  lay  in  store  treasures  that 
cannot  be  counted  as  loss. 

FRIDAY,  MAY  3 

Scripture  Reading— Proverbs  25:28 
The  Art  of  Self-Defense 

"Do  you  think  it  wrong  for  me  to  learn 
the  art  of  self-defense?"  asked  a  young 
man  of  his  pastor. 

"Certainly  not,"  answered  the  minister. 
"I  learned  it  in  youth  myself,  and  I  have 
found  it  of  great  value  during  my  life." 

"Indeed,  sir!     Did  you  learn  the  old 
English  system  or  Sullivan's  system?" 

"Neither.    I  learned  Solomon's  system." 

"Solomon's  system?" 

"Yes;  you  will  find  it  laid  down  in  the 
first  verse  of  the  15th  chapter  of  Proverbs, 
'A  soft  answer  turneth  away  wrath.'  It  is 
the  best  system  of  self-defense  of  which  I 
know."— Western  Recorder. 

Prayer  Thought 

A  kind  word  carries  more  impact  than  a 
curse  word  ever  did.  Any  ignorant  indi- 
vidual is  capable  of  vulgar  language.  Well 
chosen,  meaningful  words  are  recognized 
as  intellect,  and  produce  a  lasting  impres- 
sion. 

SATURDAY,  MAY  4 
Scripture  Reading— Proverbs  9:17 

The  Bee's  Folly 
Dr.  Edmund  gives  a  good  illustration  to 
show  the  end  of  the  pleasure  seeker:  "Did 
you  ever  read  of  the  bee  in  the  fable,  that 
found  a  pot  of  honey  ready  made,  and 
thought  that  it  would  be  fine  to  save  all 
the  trouble  of  flying  about  the  meadows 
and  gathering  its  sweet  stores  little  by  lit- 
tle out  of  the  cups  of  flowers,  and  began  to 
sip  out  of  the  dish?  Then  it  went  in  and 
reveled  in  the  sweets;  but  when  it  began 
to  get  tired  and  cloyed,  it  found— poor  beel 

(continued  on  page  nine) 
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PRAYER  AND  THE 
MINISTSY 

(Read  Acts  6:4) 
by  the  Rev.  Arnold  Woodlief 


AN  OPPORTUNITY 
FOR  SINGLES 

By  Elsie  Dunn 

BASIC  International,  Inc.  is  an  or- 
ganization which  was  started  by  singles. 
They  were  interested  in  having  Christian 
fellowship  with  others  who  had  ex- 
perienced the  heartbreak  of  losing  a 
loved  one,  either  by  death  or  divorce, 
or  who  were  alone  by  choice  or  circum- 
stance. 

BASIC  provides  meetings,  social  gath- 
erings, and  educational  adventures.  It 
is  also  active  in  local  Christian  outreach 
programs  and  three  foreign  mission  proj- 
ects. 

The  name  means  Born  Again  Singles  In 
Christ.  To  be  a  member  of  this  organi- 
zation you  must  be  born  again  and  sin- 

[  gle.  Men  and  women  of  all  ages  and  of 
various  Christian  faiths  can  join  BASIC. 

BASIC  has  been  in  existence  for  about 
two  years  on  a  local  level.  This  chapter, 

!  which  is  in  Illinois,  is  in  the  process  of 
moving  to  accommodate  its  member- 
ship. 

This  organization  can  provide  some 
benefits  for  every  single  adult  that  gets 
involved  in  a  local  chapter.  Listed  be- 
low are  some  of  the  benefits: 

Membership  Card 

Eligibility  to  Visit  All  Chapters 

Special  Social  Events  for  Members 

Basic  Facts  Publication 

Membership  Directory 
Iff  Permanent  Name  Tag 

Paul's  words  with  you:  "Rejoice  in  the 
Lord  alway:  and  again  I  say,  Rejoice. 
Let  your  moderation  be  known  unto  all 
men.  The  Lord  is  at  hand.  Be  careful 
for  nothing,-  but  in  every  thing  by  prayer 
and  supplication  with  thanksgiving  let 
your  requests  be  made  known  unto  God. 
And  the  peace  of  God,  which  passeth 
all  understanding,  shall  keep  your  hearts 
and  minds  through  Christ  Jesus.  Finally, 
brethren,  whatsoever  things  are  true, 
whatsoever  things  are  honest,  whatso- 
ever things  are  just,  whatsoever  things 
are  pure,  whatsoever  things  are  lovely, 
whatsoever  things  are  of  good  report;  if 
there  be  any  virtue,  and  if  there  be  any 
praise,  think  on  these  things.  Those 
things,  which  ye  have  both  learned,  and 
received,  and  heard,  and  seen  in  me,  do: 
and  the  God  of  peace  shall  be  with  you" 
(Philippians  4:4-9). 

As  a  single  adult,  I  am  interested  in 
BASIC  International,  Inc.  I  would  like 
to  see  several  chapters  organized  in 
Eastern  North  Carolina.  All  that  is 
needed  to  organize  a  chapter  are  seven 
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f  1  HE  first  work  of  the  church  and  the 
h  Christian  is  salvation.  It  held  a 
supreme  place  in  the  life  of  Jesus.  So 
great  was  Paul's  estimate  of  the  work 
of  saving  his  fellowmen  that  he  was 
willing  to  become  all  things,  even  a  cast- 
away, if  by  any  means  he  might  save 
someone.  It  is  unfortunate  or  unsuc- 
cessful when  the  church  or  the  minister 
places  the  work  of  training,  educating, 
or  developing  above  the  work  of  soul 
winning.  Salvation  ought  to  be  the 
regular  service  of  the  church  and  the 
development  of  the  church  a  special  ser- 
vice. The  gospel  of  Christ  ought  to  be 
preached  with  a  trembling  voice  and  a 
tearful  eye,  if  need  be.  We  have  not 
preached  to  win  souls  as  we  ought. 
Some  say,  "I  don't  like  those  evange- 
listic sermons."  Let  them  say  what  they 
may,  but  we  must  keep  on  with  the  ser- 
mons. The  gospel  of  redemption  must 
be  preached  faithfully  to  sinners.  Too 
many  of  us  preachers  stick  to  old 
methods,  and  there  is  a  good  deal  of 
superfluous  dignity  that  ought  to  be  giv- 
en up. 

A  paper  carrier  was  once  seen 
on  a  street  crying  out  the  name  of  a 
newspaper.  I  looked  around,  not  seeing 
another  person  hearing  the  cry  but  my- 
self, however  there  were  many  others 
around.  That  is  about  the  way  the 
preaching  of  many  of  us  preachers  is  be- 
cause the  calling  for  sinners  is  made 
with  them  beyond  our  voice.  We  must 
go  to  the  people  carrying  the  church  to 


single-adult  Christians.  When  their 
names  are  sent  to  the  director  of  chap- 
ters, a  package  of  materials  will  be  sent 
to  help  start  a  local  chapter.  If  you  are 
interested  in  this  organization  please 
send  your  name  and  address  to  BASIC, 
Route  1,  Box  161,  Fountain,  North  Caro- 
lina 27829. 


them  because  they  will  not  come  to  the 
church. 

It  is  not  the  getting  of  men  for  the 
work  of  the  gospel  ministry  of  Christ 
that  is  the  question  now.  Nor  is  it, 
"How  can  we  secure  learned,  able, 
polished,  eloquent,  and  educated  men?" 
These  may  be  needful  matters,  but  they 
are  of  the  second  grade.  The  question 
is,  "How  can  we  secure  men  full  of  God's 
Holy  Spirit  and  faith?"  How  can  we 
bring  forward  a  great  army  of  soul  sav- 
ers? How  is  it  with  us  who  are  minis- 
ters of  Christ?  Do  we  know  prayerful- 
ness  like  Luther,  who  said  that  he  had 
so  much  business  to  do  today  that  he 
would  not  be  able  to  get  through  it  with 
less  than  three  hours  in  prayer?  We  are 
weak  in  the  pulpit  because  we  are  weak 
in  the  closet.  Prayer  ought  to  be  a 
first,  a  second,  and  a  third  thing  with 
us.  This  is  necessary  for  ministers  if 
they  are  to  have  revivals.  Labor,  labor, 
and  labor  to  win  souls  for  Christ  ought 
to  be  our  aim.  Is  it  under  the  influence 
of  this  feeling  that  I  continually  live, 
walk,  and  speak?  Is  it  for  this  that  I 
press,  toil,  and  weep?  Is  it  for  this 
that  I  exist? 

The  Apostle  Paul  struck  the  keynote 
when  he  said  that  he  was  determined  to 
know  nothing  but  Christ  and  Him  cruci- 
fied. To  win  souls  to  Christ  by  the  aid 
of  the  Holy  Spirit  was  the  main  purpose 
of  the  apostles.  To  have  a  seal  of  souls, 
one  must  have  a  zeal  for  souls.  After 
all,  in  the  ministry  we  get  out  of  it  what 
we  are  after.  Is  it  honor  some  seek? 
Verily  I  say  unto  you,  they  have  their 
reward.  It  should  be  souls!  Ah,  you 
may  have  them,  too,  and  a  rich  reward 
here  which  will  still  be  richer  in  heaven. 
It  can  be  as  heaven  on  the  earth  to  spend 
days  in  gathering  some  souls  for  Christ. 
For  us  all  to  bear  this  one  thing  in  mind, 
there  is  no  reason  why  we  should  not 
help  each  other  and  see  rich  trophies  of 
God's  divine  grace  given  time  and  time 
again  to  us. 
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Norman  Ard  to  Conduct 
Ormondsville  Revival 

Revival  services  are  scheduled  for  the 
Ormondsville  Free  Will  Baptist  Church, 
Route  1,  Ayden,  North  Carolina,  the  week 
of  April  29— May  4.  The  visiting  min- 
ister will  be  the  Rev.  Norman  Ard  of 
Pink  Hill,  North  Carolina.  Services  will 
begin  nightly  at  eight  o'clock  with  the 
pastor,  the  Rev.  Clifton  Rice,  assisting 
Mr.  Ard.  Along  with  good  preaching 
each  evening,  special  music  will  be  ren- 
dered by  the  adult  and  youth  choirs  of 
the  church  and  visiting  musicians.  The 
music  will  be  under  the  direction  of 
Ralph  A.  Bowen,  church  organist  and 
choir  director. 

Mr.  Ard  is  no  stranger  to  the  Or- 
mondsville church,  as  he  has  held  sev- 
eral revivals  here  before.  He  is  well 
known  for  his  preaching  ability  as  well 
as  his  musical  talent. 

The  church  pastor  and  the  member- 
ship extend  to  everyone  a  warm  wel- 
come to  attend  these  services  and  be 
much  in  prayer  for  the  success  of  the 
meeting. 

Revival  in  Progress 
At  Rock  of  Zion  Church 

Revival  services  began  April  22  at  the 
Rock  of  Zion  Free  Will  Baptist  Church, 
Grantsboro,  North  Carolina,  and  will 
continue  through  April  26.  Services  be- 
gin at  7:30  each  evening,  with  the  Rev. 
Lloyd  Gore  of  Morehead  City,  North 
Carolina,  as  guest  evangelist.  Special 
music  is  planned  for  each  service. 

The  pastor  of  the  church,  the  Rev. 
Fred  Johnson,  extends  to  all  a  cordial 
invitation  to  attend  these  revival  ser- 
vices. 

Spring  Branch  Church 
Prerents  Awards 

The  Sunday  school  of  the  Spring 
Branch  Free  Will  Baptist  Church  of 
Walstonburg,  North  Carolina,  has  begun 
presenting  framed  certificates  of  appre- 
ciation to  various  individuals  and  couples 
in  the  church.  These  certificates  are 
awarded  as  a  soecial  "thank  vou"  for 
faithful  service  to  Spring  Branch  church 


and  its  people.  Whether  the  service  is 
large  or  small,  it  takes  the  cooperation 
of  many  people  to  make  a  church  suc- 
cessful. Cooperation  seems  to  be  the 
dominating  feature  of  this  great  church. 

Those  receiving  the  award  thus  far 
are  the  following:  Mr.  Jesse  Gay,  the 
late  Mr.  Darcy  Jones  and  Mrs.  Darcy 
(Lillie)  Jones,  Mrs.  Nellie  Walston,  Mrs. 
Rowland  Galloway,  and  Mrs.  Ida  Gallo- 
way. 

The  awards  are  presented  by  Mr.  Al- 
vin  Dildy,  superintendent  of  the  Sunday 
school,  on  each  first  and  third  Sundays 
during  the  Sunday  school  hour.  The 
Rev.  E.  C.  Morris  is  pastor  of  the  church. 

Robert's  Grove  Church 
To  Observe  Youth  Sunday 

Robert's  Grove  Original  Free  Will  Bap- 
tist Church,  Route  1,  Dunn,  North  Caro- 
lina, will  observe  Youth  Sunday  on  April 
28.  The  young  people  of  the  church  will 
hold  all  offices  in  Sunday  school  and 
the  worship  service. 

The  speaker  for  the  11  o'clock  ser- 
vice will  be  Miss  Connie  Strickland, 
daughter  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Samuel  H. 
Jackson  of  Route  1,  Dunn,  North  Caro- 
lina. 

Spring  Revival  Continuing 
At  Pleasant  Hill  Church 

Spring  revival  services  are  in  progress 
at  the  Pleasant  Hill  Free  Will  Baptist 
Church,  Pikeville,  North  Carolina.  The 
services  began  Monday,  April  22,  and 
will  continue  through  Saturday,  April 
27  at  7:30  nightly.  The  evangelist  for 
the  week  is  the  Rev.  Davie  Brinson,  pas- 
tor of  the  Saint  Mary's  Free  Will  Baptist 
Church,  Kenly,  North  Carolina. 

The  pastor  and  the  congregation  of 
the  Pleasant  Hill  church  invite  the  public 
to  come  and  to  be  a  part  of  these  revival 
meetings. 

Youth  Revival  Scheduled 
For  Aspen  Grove  Church 

The  Aspen  Grove  Free  Will  Bantist 
Church,  Route  1,  Fountain,  North  Caro- 
lina, will  observe  a  three-niaht  vouth  re- 
vival, April  26-28.    The  time  will  be 


7:30  each  night,  and  each  service  will 
feature  different  speakers  as  follows: 
Friday  night,  April  26— Gary  Issette,-  Sat- 
urday night,  April  27— Jim  Rochelle;  and  I 
Sunday  night,  April  28— Rickey  Clayton. 
Special  music  will  be  rendered  by  local 
and  visiting  groups.    A  cordial  invita-  I 
tion  to  be  in  attendance  for  this  series  I 
of  services  is  extended  by  the  pastor,  I 
the  Rev.  Hubert  Burress,  and  the  church 
congregation. 

Mount  Olive  College  to  Host 
Wayne  County  SS  Fellowship  Dinner 

Mount  Olive  College  will  be  host  to  the  I 
Wayne  County  Free  Will  Baptist  Sunday 
School  Fellowship  Dinner  on  Monday, 
April  29.   The  entire  event  will  be  he!d  I 
at  Eagles  Nest  Conference  Center,  and  I 
those  attending  are  encouraged  to  arrive 
by  6  p.m.  for  a  conducted  tour  of  the 
camp. 

Dinner  will  be  served  at  7  p.m.  and  a 
program  by  the  College  will  follow. 
Music  will  be  provided  by  the  Mount 
Olive  College  Chorus  under  the  direction 
of  Mrs.  Irene  Patten. 

Spring  Branch  FWB  Church 
Receives  Gift  of  Piano 

Love  is  expressed  in  many  ways,  es- 
pecially among  Christians.  Love  is  car- 
ing,- love  is  giving,-  love  is  sharing.  The 
people  of  Spring  Branch  Free  Will  Bap- 
tist Church,  Walstonburg,  North  Carolina, 
have  truly  experienced  love  in  all  three 
forms:  caring,  giving,  and  sharing.  Ex- 1 
pressing  how  much  they  loved  and  cared 
for  the  church  and  its  people,  Mrs. 
Robert  Bynum  announced  that  she  and 
Mr.  Bynum  planned  to  present  the  church 
a  gift  of  a  new  piano. 

The  new  Baldwin  church  piano  was  de- 
livered to  the  church  in  November,  and 
many  of  the  members  gathered  at  the 
church  for  the  arrival  of  the  instrument. 
The  occasion  turned  out  to  be  most  ex- 
citing. 

On  the  following  Sunday,  a  dedication 
was  held,  led  by  the  pastor,  the  Rev.  E.  I 
C.  Morris.  The  new  instrument  was  dedi- 
cated to  the  glory  of  God  and  for  His  ser- 
vices. Immediately  following  the  dedi-  ; 
cation,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Bynum  were  called 
to  the  piano  and  a  bronze  plaque  was 
presented  to  them  as  a  special  "thank 
you"  from  the  church.  Mrs.  Jovce  Bea- 
man  and  Mrs.  Peggy  Gay  closed  the  ser- 
vices by  playing  a  piano-organ  duet  en- 
titled  "Others." 


A  man  is  wise  until  he  opens  his 
mouth. 
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CAL  Trustees  Tour 
Central  Prison 

prepared  by 
Coy  C.  Privette,  CAL  President 

David  L.  Jones,  secretary  of  the  North 
Carolina  Department  of  Social  Rehabili- 
tation and  Control,  met  27  trustees  of 
the  North  Carolina  Christian  Action 
League  at  the  main  gate  of  Central  Prison 
on  Tuesday,  March  12,  and  stated,  "Gen- 
tlemen, I  am  not  going  to  try  to  hide  any- 
thing from  you  concerning  what  you  find 
here,  for  I  believe  in  telling  it  like  it  is 
and  letting  you  see  for  yourself." 

After  six  hours  of  climbing  seemingly 
endless  flights  of  winding  stairs,  view- 
ing numerous  cellblocks  four  tiers  high, 
visiting  the  prison  hospital  and  psychia- 
tric ward,  eating  prison  food,  and  talk- 
ing with  prison  inmates,  Christian  Action 
League  trustees  came  away  from  the 
prison  realizing  the  tremendous  prob- 
lems facing  Jones  and  his  staff. 

Some  900  prisoners  are  housed  in  a 
building  completed  in  1884  that  was  con- 
structed to  house  500  inmates.  Over- 
crowded conditions  were  evident  as 
some  60  prisoners  were  housed  in  an 
open  room  with  double-deckers.  One 
prison  official  stated:  "We  have  more 
rapes  to  occur  here  in  a  week  than  oc- 
curred in  the  entire  state  in  a  year." 

"Abuses  to  prisoners  will  continue  un- 
til there  are  single  cells  provided  that 
will  give  some  privacy  as  well  as  pro- 
tection," stated  Privette,  Christian  Ac- 
tion League  president. 

Christian  Action  League  trustees  were 
high  in  their  praise  of  the  prison  per- 
sonnel who  work  in  buildings  that  are 
antiquated,  inadequate,  and  understaff- 
ed. Trustees  were  told  that  the  summer 
day's  temperature  on  the  four  tiers  gets 
as  high  as  110  degrees;  and  Jones  stated 
frankly,  "I  would  not  work  in  this  insti- 
tution today."  (His  office  is  across  the 
street.) 

The  two  things  that  had  the  greatest 
impact  upon  the  trustees  from  across  the 
state  were  the  31  men  on  death  row 
and  the  nearly  600  idle  hands. 

Interviews  with  the  death   row  in- 
mates caused  many  trustees  to  have 
second  thoughts  concerning  the  death 
penalty.   Some  felt  that  confinement  to 
i  the  cells  was  worse  than  facing  the  gas 
chamber  because  "confinement  as  we 
;  see  here  today  only  produces  animals 
>  and  not  rehabilitated  citizens."  Even 
some  of  the  prison  officials  admitted  in 
private  conversations  that  many  inmates 


are  worse  when  released  than  when  ad- 
mitted. "Some  of  these  men  are  more 
dangerous  than  a  person  waving  a  38 
pistol  in  someone's  face,"  stated  one 
prison  official. 

There  was  unanimous  agreement 
among  the  trustees  that  work  at  Central 
Prison  would  be  most  depressing.  "How 
are  you  able  to  continue  in  this  environ- 
ment day  after  day?"  a  trustee  asked  one 
guard.  His  reply,  "Every  now  and  then 
we  experience  a  reward  in  a  prisoner 
who  served  time  here  and  has  become 
a  productive  citizen,  but  those  are  few 
and  far  between."  He  admitted  that 
the  turnover  rate  among  employees  is 
very  high.  In  fact,  trustees  were  told 
that  the  staff  is  now  full  for  the  first 
time  mainly  due  to  recent  pay  increases. 
"Other  law  enforcement  agencies  are 
paid  better  and  receive  better  benefits 
than  prison  personnel,  and  we  lose  a  lot 
of  our  young  and  well-trained  men  to 
these  other  agencies,"  one  official  stated. 

Perhaps  the  most  popular  trustee  on 
the  tour  was  convention  president  (Bap- 
tist State  Convention),  a  Charlotte  attor- 
ney, Allen  A.  Bailey.  In  every  cell  block 
someone  would  recognize  the  well-known 
criminal  lawyer  with  a  "Hello,  Mr. 
Bailey."  This  caused  Wesleyan  minis- 
ter, Don  Wood  of  Greensboro,  to  ask 
Bailey,  "Haven't  you  ever  won  a  case?" 
The  truth  was  that  Bailey  had  not  repre- 
sented these  men  because  one  inmate 
stated,  "If  I  had  had  Mr.  Bailey,  I 
wouldn't  be  here." 

One  of  the  most  often  asked  questions 
was,  "Why  is  the  repeat  rate  so  great?" 
(FBI  statistics  reveal  that  60  percent  of 
all  prisoners  return  within  five  years.) 
Prison  officials  believe  that  the  public 
must  make  up  its  mind  what  prisons 
should  do.  Revenge?  Restraint?  Re- 
habilitation? Restoration  into  society? 
The  public  hasn't  yet  quite  decided. 

Convention  president  Bailey  remarked, 
"If  we  want  rehabilitation,  it  takes 
money  to  provide  the  programs." 

As  the  27  trustees  boarded  the  prison 
bus  to  go  to  the  Correctional  Center  for 
Women,  agreement  was  evident  that 
there  is  very  little  rehabilitation  occur- 
ring at  Central  Prison. 

Trustees  will  make  further  visits  to 
other  correctional  institutions  and  will 
name  a  Task  Force  on  Penal  Reform  to 
study  means  where  the  league,  through 
its  member  churches,  can  make  a  signifi- 
cant contribution  in  this  needed  area. 
Note:  Trustees  were  from  the  following 
groups:  Baptists,  Free  Will  Baptists, 
Western    North    Carolina  Methodists, 


Churches  and  Ministers 
Available 

(Note:  This  column  is  provided,  when 
needed,  for  any  church  that  is  seeking  a 
pastor  and  for  any  minister  who  is  seeking 
a  church  to  serve  and  would  like  to  give 
such  notice.  Please  send  the  necessary  in- 
formation to  the  editor  of  "The  Free  Will 
Baptist."  Each  notice  will  run  for  two  is- 
sues only.) 


The  Rev.  Austin  Carter  announces  that 
he  is  now  available  for  full-time  or  part- 
time  pastoral  services.  Any  church  in- 
terested in  Mr.  Carter  as  pastor  may  con- 
tact him  at  308  North  Church  Street, 
Mount  Olive,  North  Carolina  28365;  or 
telephone  658-9814. 


Coming  Events  .  . . 

May  4— Christian  Music  Festival,  10  A.  M. 
—5  P.  M.,-  and  Dedication  of  Eagles 
Nest  Conference  Center,  12  Noon,- 
Mount  Olive 

May  9— North  Carolina  State  Woman's 
Auxiliary  Convention,  Oak  Grove  Free 
Will  Baptist  Church  located  betwetn 
Elizabethtown  and  Bladenboro,  North 
Carolina 


ASSISTANT  EDITOR 
HOSPITALIZED 

Mr.  Ralph  A.  Bowen,  assistant  editor 
at  the  Press,  is  hospitalized  in  Richmond 
Memorial  Hospital,  1300  Westwood  Ave- 
nue, Richmond,  Virginia  23227;  his  room 
number  is  728. 

Mr.  Bowen  has  undergone  surgery  and 
is  expected  to  be  away  from  his  position 
for  sometime.  He  desires  your  prayers 
during  this  time. 

Having  proven  himself  a  valued  asset 
to  the  Press,  Mr.  Bowen  is  naturally 
missed;  and  it  is  our  wish  that  he  have 
a  speedy  recovery.  Your  cards  and  let- 
ters would  be  much  appreciated. 

—Tommy  Manning. 


I  always  watch  my  waistline— I've  got 
it  in  out  in  front  where  I  can  keep  my 
eye  on  it. 


North  Carolina  Methodist  Conference, 
Seventh  Day  Adventists,  Presbyterians, 
and  Wesleyans. 
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^enings 


MOUNT  OLIVE.  NORTH  CAROLINA 

FREE  SPIRIT  SINGERS 


Pictured  above  are  the  Free  Spirit  Singers  of  Kinston.  The  members  of  the  group  are 
as  follows:  seated,  left  to  right:  Debbie  Taylor  of  Kinston,  Ray  Burke  of  LaGrange,  and 
Bonnie  Raines;  standing,  Richard  Tucker,  Robert  Hill,  Betty  Lynn  Taylor,  Harold  Herring, 
Dennis  Barwick,  Eddie  Gray,  and  Dennis  Daniels  all  of  Kinston. 


The  Free  Spirit  Singers  is  one  of  the 
groups  that  will  be  participating  in  the 
Christian  Music  Festival  to  be  held  at 
Eagles  Nest  Conference  Center  on  May  4. 
The  other  groups  that  are  on  the  pro- 
gram are:  The  Dixie  Melody  Boys  of 
Kinston,  The  Young  World  Singers  of 
Vanceboro,  The  Centurions  of  Fayette- 
ville,  The  Messengers  of  New  Bern,  The 
Gary  Webber  Singers  of  Vanceboro,  The 
Four-in-Christ  Quartet  of  New  Bern,  and 
The  New  Creations  of  Mount  Olive  Col- 
lege. 

The  program  will  begin  at  10  a.m., 
and  will  continue  until  5  p.m.  This  is 
a  day  set  aside  for  the  purpose  of  prais- 
ing the  Lord  through  songs  and  testi- 
monies. At  12  noon,  there  will  be  a 
brief  dedication  service  for  the  purpose 
of  publicly  expressing  appreciation  to 
the  Kemp  family  for  Eagles  Nest  Confer- 
ence Center. 

Make  your  plans  now  to  attend  this 


event  and  receive  the  blessing  that  God 
has  for  you. 


One- Year  Business 
Certificate  at 
Mount  Olive  College 

The  faculty  of  Mount  Olive  College  has 
recently  announced  the  installation  of  a 
one-year  certificate  program  for  business 
students.  The  program  has  its  emphasis 
in  either  general  business  or  secretarial 
science. 

Mrs.  Rebecca  Worrell,  business  depart- 
ment chairman,  stated,  "This  program 
affords  an  opportunity  for  students  to 
obtain  one-year  certification  from  a  lib- 
eral arts  college.  Emphasis  will  be  on 
practical  learning  experiences." 

The  courses  outlined  in  this  new  pro- 
gram are  the  same  as  those  offered  in 


the  two-year  degree  program,-  therefore, 
credit  could  be  applied  toward  the  As- 
sociate in  Science  degree  should  the 
student  decide  to  continue. 

Interested  students  should  contact  Di- 
rector of  Admissions,  Mount  Olive  Col- 
lege, for  further  information. 


Herring  Appointed 
Director  of 
Development 


J.  Harold  Herring  Jr. 

The  appointment  of  J.  Harold  Herring 
Jr.  as  director  of  development  at  Mount  : 
Olive  College  was  announced  April  10  by 
President  W.  Burkette  Raper.    He  will 
assume  his  new  duties  April  29. 

Herring,  who  is  currently  serving  as  I 
administrative  assistant  to  U.  S.  Senator 
Jesse  Helms,  is  a  native  of  LaGrange  j, 
and  a  graduate  of  Atlantic  Christian  Col- 
lege.  At  Mount  Olive  College  he  will 
coordinate  and  direct  the  total  program 
of  development  and  public  relations. 

President  Raper  reported  that  Herring 
was  unanimously  approved  by  the  Execu- 1 
five  Committee  and  the  Development  and 
Public  Relations  Committee  of  the  Col- 
lege Board  of  Trustees.  "He  comes  to 
our  College  at  a  time  when  we  are  pre- 
paring for  significant  growth  and  de- 
velopment," President  Raper  declared, 
"and  we  believe  he  brings  strong  quali- 
ties of  leadership  and  commitments  to 
help  Mount  Olive  College  become  a  truly 
outstanding  educational  center  in  east- 
ern North  Carolina." 

In  1968,  Mr.  Herring  attended  the  Re- 
(continued  on  page  eleven) 
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Layman  League 
Sponsors  Workshop 

The  First  Free  Will  Baptist  Church  of 
Tarboro,  North  Carolina,  will  be  the 
scene  on  Saturday,  May  18,  1974,  of  a 
three-course  workshop  sponsored  by  the 
North  Carolina  Free  Will  Baptist  Layman 
League  Board.  The  activities  will  begin 
at  9  a.m. 

The  individuals  attending  will  be  di- 
vided into  three  groups,  for  the  purpose 
of  attending  all  three  courses  at  differ- 
ent times.  Speakers  will  include  the  fol- 
lowing: (1)  opening  and  welcome— Den- 
ver Mitchell,  chairman  of  the  North 
Carolina  Layman  League  Board;  (2)  course 
No.  1,  Family  Devotions  and  Special  Proj- 
ects for  Layman  Leagues,  by  Denver 
Mitchell;  (3)  course  No.  2,  Training  the 
New  Convert,  by  Jeff  Scarborough,  (4) 
course  No.  3,  Personal  Witnessing,  by 
Edward  Shackleford;  and  (5)  evening 
worship— Clarence  Harris. 

There  will  be  special  music  during  the 
evening  worship  hour.  The  Melody  Mak- 
ers from  the  Black  Jack  Free  Will  Baptist 
Church  will  be  one  of  the  groups  sing- 
ing. 

Meals  will  be  available  at  a  small  cost. 
Arrangements  will  be  made  by  the  host 
church.  There  will  be  a  free  will  offer- 
ing during  the  evening  worship. 

If  you  plan  to  attend  this  workshop, 
please  fill  out  and  return  the  following 
reply  form  to  J.  M.  Langley,  602  Sorey 
Avenue,  Tarboro,  North  Carolina,  by  May 
11. 


INTERESTING  BIBLE  FACTS 

by  Mrs.  Royce  Matthews 


We/I  plan  to  attend  the  workshop 
on  May  18,  1974,  at  the  First  Free 
Will  Baptist  Church  in  Tarboro, 
North  Carolina. 

Number  planning  to  attend  

Church  Name  

Address   .    

By   


Schedule  for  Workshop 

9:00-  9:30— Registration 

9:30-1 0:00-Welcome 
10:00-1 1 :30— First  session  of  workshop 
11:30-12:30— Lunch 

12:30-  2:00— Second  session   of  work- 
shop 

2:00-  2:15-Break 

2:15-  3:45— Third  session  of  workshop 

3:45-  4:00-Break 

4:00-  5:00-Discussion  Period 

5=00-  6:30-Dinner 

6:30-  7:00-Free  Time 

7-.00-  8:00-Evening  Worship 


Across 

Down 

1.  Oldest  man  (Genesis  5:27) 

1. 

First  to  see  the  risen  Saviour  (Mark 

4.  First  murderer  (Genesis  4:8) 

16:9) 

6.  Strongest  man  (Judges  15:12-16) 

2. 

Mother  of  John  the  Baptist  (Luke  1: 

7.  Blinded  by  supernatural  light  (Acts 

57-60) 

22:6) 

3. 

Preacher  who  did  not  baptize  (John 

8.  Cut  off  Malchus  ear  (John  18:10) 

4:2) 

11.  First  to  become  drunken  (Genesis  9: 

5. 

His  wife  became  pillar  of  salt  (Gene- 

20, 21) 

sis  19:26) 

12.  Most  patient  (James  5:10,  11) 

9. 

Father  of  88  children  (2  Chronicles 

14.  Forged  husband's  name  (1  Kings  21: 

11:21) 

7-9) 

10. 

Most  sincere  (John  1:45-51) 

15.  Wild  (Genesis  16:11,  12) 

13. 

First  martyr  (Matthew  23:35) 

FAMILY  FIRESIDE 

(continued  from  page  four) 

—that  its  wings  were  all  clogged  and  would 
not  open,  nor  could  it  drag  its  body  out  of 
the  mass.    So  it  died,  buried  in  pleasure!" 

There  are  many  persons,  like  this  bee, 
that  find  death  in  their  pleasures.— George 
S.  Belleau. 

Prayer  Thought 
Human  beings  have  little  trouble  wal- 
lowing in  the  mire  of  self-indulgence.  Ex- 
tricating ourselves  from  this  dilemma  is  not 
an  easy  task.  God's  assistance  is  our  only 
reliance. 

(Devotions  used  by  permission,  Knight's 


Master  Book  of  New  Illustrations,  Eerd- 
mans  Press.) 


Shining  Faces! 

"I  once  heard  Rendel  Harris  say  of  the 
Bible  critics:  they  might  tear  the  volume 
into  shreds,  but  they  could  never  rub 
off  the  light  of  God  from  the  faces  of 
His  people"  (Frank  Crossley).  And  it 
was  seraphic  Murray  McCheyne  who  said, 
"Oh,  for  the  holy  shining  of  the  face! 
and,  oh,  for  the  holy  Ignorance  of  the 
shining!"— Prairie  Overcomer. 
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MISSIONS 


New  Mission  Started  in  Fayetteville  Area 

by  Taylor  Hill,  Secretary-Treasurer 


The  Eastwood  Free  Will  Baptist  Church 
of  Fayetteville,  North  Carolina,  has  es- 
tablished a  new  mission.  It  is  located 
at  5217  Catalpa  Drive,  off  Highway  401 
South,  toward  Raeford,  North  Carolina. 

The  new  mission  will  be  pastored  and 
directed  by  Alton  Howard,  a  licensed 
minister  of  the  Eastwood  church.  This 
project  has  full  endorsement  from  its 
mother  church,  even  though  it  is  still  a 
very  young  church  and  is  less  than  ten 
years  old. 

Eastwood  church  is  giving  up  ten  of 
its  most  dedicated  members  to  start  the 
new  work.  The  mission  will  go  under 
the  name  of  its  mother  church  (East- 


wood) until  it  is  organized  into  a  church 
and  selects  its  own  permanent  name. 

The  State  Home  Mission  Board  has 
adopted  this  new  work  and  agreed  to 
assist  with  financial  and  moral  support. 

The  Rev.  Taylor  Hill,  pastor  of  the 
mother  church,  states,  "The  Fayetteville 
—Fort  Bragg  area  is  one  of  the  fastest 
growing  areas  in  the  state  and  we  need 
to  grow  with  it."  Pastor  Hill  believes 
very  strongly  in  the  mother  church  sys- 
tem and  has  been  promoting  the  idea 
among  our  churches  for  several  years. 

This  is  the  fifth  home  missions  point 
that  has  been  adopted  by  the  Home  Mis- 
sions Department. 


Front  row,  left  to  right:  Adenia,  Kevin,  and  Dwayne  Mills;  second  row,  left  to  right: 
Sharon  Benson,  pianist;  Betty  and  Joe  Mills;  Alton  Howard,  director;  and  James  and  Mary 
Helen  Howard. 


Home  Missions  Report 

by  Taylor  Hill,  Secretary-Treasurer 

1207  Arsenal  Avenue 
Fayetteville,  North  Carolina  28305 

In  the  summer  of  1972  it  was  decided 
by  the  members  of  our  North  Carolina 
State  Ministers'  Association,  while  in 
session  at  Cragmont  Assembly,  that  we 
should  establish  a  State  Home  Missions 
and  Church  Extension  Department  sepa- 
rate from  our  Foreign  Missions  Depart- 


ment. This  resolution  was  presented  to 
the  1972  session  of  the  North  Carolina 
State  Convention  where  the  motion  was 
accepted  and  passed  upon. 

The  convention  elected  five  board 
members  to  organize  and  head  up  the 
new  Home  Missions  and  Church  Exten- 
sion Department  as  follows:  Noah  Brown, 
Eastern  Conference,-  C.  L.  Patrick,  Cen- 
tral Conference;  Taylor  Hill,  Cape  Fear 
Conference;  Grayson  Spencer,  Piedmont 


|| 

Conference;  and,  Ray  Wells,  Western 
Conference. 

The  new  board  started  from  scratch. 
It  went  into  action  with  no  money,  no 
office,  no  organization,  and  no  mission- 
aries.  It  elected  the  Rev.  Noah  Brown 
to  be  its  chairman  and  the  Rev.  Taylor 
Hill  as  secretary-treasurer. 

We  proceeded  to  advertise  and  solicit  j 
funds,  also  organize  as  rapidly  as  pos- 
sible. Our  greatest  hindrance  seemed  to 
have  been  skepticism  and  biasness 
among  our  ministers  and  churches;  so, 
having  seen  this,  we  saw  the  need  to  I 
work  fast  and  launch  out  into  the  deep 
by  faith,  believing  that  we  were  in  the 
will  of  God  and  He  would  not  let  the 
work  fail. 

As  of  March  19,  1974,  we  are  spon- 
soring four  new  missions  and  expect  to 
add  the  fifth  one  in  the  very  near  future. 
Overall,  the  financial  support  has  been 
relatively  poor,  but  it  is  gradually  in-  j 
creasing.  However,  we  do  not  maintain 
a  surplus  of  money.  This  department  is 
permitted  to  establish  and  assist  home 
missions  and  church  extension  work 
throughout  the  continental  United  States. 


Pictured  above  is  a  portion  of  nine 
acres  of  land  that  is  located  in  the  West- 
wood  Community  near  Henderson,  North 
Carolina.  There  are  no  other  churches 
in  this  immediate  area.  The  land  has 
been  purchased  at  a  bargain  price  of 
only  $4,000.  Plans  are  being  made  to 
start  construction  of  a  church  building 
in  about  two  months.  The  work  there 
is  under  the  direction  of  Stanley  Slaugh- 
ter. 


WHAT  A  GREAT  ENGLISHMAN  THOUGHT 
OF  LIQUOR 

"The  only  glory  in  life  is  to  leave  the 
world  better  for  having  been  in  it.  In- 
toxicating drinks  do  not  help  us  to  do 
that.  When  I  made  up  my  mind  that  I 
would  be  as  perfect  a  citizen  as  I  could 
be,  the  first  thing  I  did  was  to  swear  off 
the  use  of  all  alcoholic  liquors."— Sir 
Richard  Grenfell. 
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BIBLE 


QUESTIONS 

and 
ANSWERS 


Conducted  by  J.  P.  BARROW 
Route  1,  Box  475,  LaGrange,  North  Carolina  28551 


Question:  What  do  you  think  of  a  per- 
son who  says  that  he  is  saved  and  sanc- 
tified that  is  in  a  very  active  and  highly 
speculative  business  and  who  works 
hard  and  aggressively  in  it  all  the  time? 

(Continued  from  Last  Issue) 

Each  of  us  needs  to  obey  the  Bible's 
teaching  concerning  the  maintaining  of 
a  Christian  home.  Most  need  to  marry, 
bring  up  children,  and  obey  God's  re- 
quest concerning  bringing  up  children  in 
the  nurture  and  admonition  of  the  Lord. 
This  means  that  the  husband  and  wife 
should  function  according  to  God's  in- 
structions in  their  home  and  before  their 
children,  but  that  no  part  of  this  hallow- 
ed relation  be  given  first  priority.  The 
preaching  of  the  gospel  to  the  whole 
world  and  to  every  creature  is  first  on 
God's  list  of  requirements  and  should 
come  first  in  the  plans  and  purpose  of 
every  Christian  businessman  as  well  as 
with  every  other  born-again  soul.  Jesus 
said:  "(For  after  all  these  things  do  the 
Gentiles  seek:)  for  your  heavenly  Father 
knoweth  that  ye  have  need  of  all  these 
things.  But  seek  ye  first  the  kingdom 
of  God,  and  his  righteousness;  and  all 
these  things  shall  be  added  unto  you" 
(Matthew  6:32,  33).  (See  Luke  12:30- 
32  and  compare.  Read  and  compare  Mat- 
thew 19:16-24.) 

Now  to  be  sanctified  means  to  be  set 
apart  for  God's  services  and  this  means 
first  to  be  born  again.  When  a  person 
has  been  born  spiritually  he  has  been 
thus  born  to  serve  God.  God's  first, 
continuous,  and  final  command  requires 
that  service  to  Him  be  such  that  a  re- 
generated one  give  soul  winning  priority 
over  all  else.  Therefore,  it  is  easy  to 
see  what  a  truly  sanctified  person  or  a 
saint  will  be  thinking  of,  praying  for,  and 
doing  as  he  exercises  himself  in  that 
which  is  first  nature  to  him  and  that  he 
loves  most  of  all;  for,  all  real  saints  love 
to  win  souls. 

In  Acts  6:1-6  the  account  is  given  of 
the  choice  of  the  first  deacons.  Let  us 
note  the  reason  for  this:  "Then  the 


twelve  called  the  multitude  of  the  disci- 
ples unto  them,  and  said,  It  is  not  reason 
that  we  should  leave  the  word  of  God, 
and  serve  tables.  Wherefore,  brethren, 
look  ye  out  among  you  seven  men  of 
honest  report,  full  of  the  Holy  Ghost  and 
wisdom,  whom  we  may  appoint  over  this 
business.  But  we  will  give  ourselves 
continually  to  prayer,  and  to  the  minis- 
try of  the  word"  (Acts  6:2-4).  These 
12  apostles  (men  sent  forth  by  the  Holy 
Ghost)  were  to  preach  the  Word  of  God. 
To  whom  were  they  sent?  To  the  lost 
souls  of  the  whole  world.  That  still  to 
this  day  is  the  first  requirement  of  the 
born-again  Christian.  We  should  get  the 
gospel  out  to  every  creature  in  every 
tribe  and  tongue  in  the  language  they 
understand  before  we  spend  God's  money 
for  anything  else. 

We  Free  Will  Baptists  might  need  to 
reevaluate  our  so-called  Christian  ac- 
tivities and  determine  whether  or  not 
we  may  be  violating  God's  orders  to  the 
church,  such  as  that  given  in  Acts  1:8 
and  Matthew  28:18-20.  Honestly,  I  can- 
not see  building  expensive  structures, 
complexes,  temples,  or  whatever  one 
may  call  these  magnificent  buildings 
brought  into  existence  by  the  use  of 
that  called  "God's  tithes  and  offerings," 
for  the  Bible  is  clear  on  this  all  im- 
portant question. 

The  "go  ye"  is  "into  all  the  world." 
Some  local  churches  without  too  elegant 
a  house  dedicated  to  the  worship  of  their 
Maker  have  been  known  to  send  and 
maintain  on  the  foreign  field  over  300 
missionaries.  If  these  churches  can  sup- 
port such  a  number  of  witnesses  in  lands 
that  require  the  missionary  to  master  a 
new  language,  and  in  some  cases  several 
languages,  proportionately  speaking, 
what  might  be  our  duty  as  a  denomina- 
tion of  hundreds  of  churches? 

May  God  have  mercy  on  us  if  the 
situation  among  us  is  actually  what  the 
Bible  seems  to  teach.  I  suggest  that 
we  earnestly  and  sincerely  read  the 
whole  New  Testament  and  consider  its 


message  to  us.  What  did  Jesus  mean 
when  He  taught  that  we  should  seek 
first  the  kingdom  of  God  and  His 
righteousness?  What  did  He  mean  when 
He  said  that  we  should  go  into  all  the 
world  and  preach  the  gospel  to  every 
creature?  I  am  simple  enough  to  be- 
lieve that  He  meant  just  this  and  not 
that  we  spend  the  saints'  tithes  and  of- 
ferings that  they  acknowledge  as  belong- 
ing to  the  Lord  to  build  structures  that 
if  ever  contribute  to  the  carrying  out  of 
our  Lord's  commission,  it  is  but  little 
and  in  an  indirect  way. 


Mount  Olive  News 

(continued  from  page  nine) 

publican  National  Convention  as  an  as- 
sistant to  Governor  Ronald  Reagan  of 
California.  During  the  same  year,  he 
was  elected  State  President  of  the  North 
Carolina  College  Republicans. 

In  early  1970,  he  traveled  to  South 
Vietnam  for  a  seventeen-day  tour  at  the 
invitation  of  the  South  Vietnamese  Em- 
bassy. 

During  high  school  and  college,  Mr. 
Herring  was  active  in  Young  Americans 
for  Freedom,  a  conservative  youth  or- 
ganization. It  was  through  his  activity 
in  this  organization  that  he  first  met 
Senator  Jesse  Helms. 

After  his  graduation  from  college  in 
1970,  he  managed  the  successful  state 
senatorial  campaign  of  the  Honorable 
Robert  Bauman,  now  a  member  of  the 
Congress  from  the  State  of  Maryland. 

After  the  election,  Mr.  Herring  moved 
to  Atlanta,  Georgia,  where  he  served  as 
Southern  Regional  Representative  of 
Young  Americans  for  Freedom  from 
November  of  1970  until  March  of  1972. 

In  March  of  1972,  two  weeks  after  his 
marriage  to  Miss  Beverly  Classon  of  Fort 
Myers,  Florida,  Mr.  Herring  moved  to 
Raleigh  to  serve  as  campaign  director  for 
the  Helms  for  Senate  campaign. 

He  was  twenty-four  the  day  Jesse 
Helms  was  sworn  in  as  a  member  of  the 
United  States  Senate,  making  him  the 
youngest  administrative  assistant  in  the 
history  of  that  great  body. 

Mr.  Herring  is  a  Free  Will  Baptist  and 
a  member  of  the  Jaycees.  He  has  a  son, 
James  Harold  Herring  III. 


It  is  not  what  you  have  in  your  pocket 
that  makes  you  thankful  but  what  you 
have  in  your  heart. 
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STORIES 

for  our  youth 


HOMEWARD 
TRAIL 

MARGARET  N.  FREEMAN 

BNDY  looked  down  the  trail  from  the 
lookout  point.    "It  looks  twice  as 
lung  as  it  did  coming  up,"  he  grumbled. 

Archie  nodded.  "It  seems  that  way 
because  we're  tired.  This  was  some 
hike,  wasn't  it?" 

"I'll  say!"  Andy  agreed.  "But  right 
now  I'd  like  a  short  cut  home.  My  feet 
hurt." 

"Mr.  Mason  said  that  no  one  was  to 
go  down  the  canyon,"  Archie  said. 

"Yeah,  but  the  trail  goes  clear  around 
the  canyon.  If  we  went  down  and  up 
again,  I  believe  we'd  save  ten  miles  of 
walking." 

"But  didn't  you  hear  the  ranger  men- 
tion the  storm  that  had  uprooted  trees 
and  left  big  holes  in  the  ground?" 

"Pooh!  Who  can't  see  a  big  hole?" 
Andy  scoffed.  "I'm  going.  You  com- 
ing?" 

Archie  glanced  ahead  at  the  scout 
leader,  Mr.  Mason,  walking  with  the  rest 
of  the  group,  and  shook  his  head.  "It 
wouldn't  be  right." 

"Christians  never  have  fun,"  Andy 
jeered.  "They're  too  cautious."  He 
turned  toward  the  canyon,  his  sore  feet 
forgotten  in  his  hurry  to  get  as  far  away 
as  possible  before  the  scout  leader  dis- 
covered he'd  taken  the  forbidden  trail. 

It  was  shady  in  the  canyon.  Firs,  tall 
and  thick,  clustered  the  mountain  sides. 
If  he  walked  straight  down  and  straight 
up  again,  he'd  make  it  back  to  the  camp 
before  the  rest  got  there. 

As  he  plodded  along,  he  thought 
about  Archie.  Whenever  he  needed  help 
with  schoolwork  or  if  he  wanted  to  go 
out  of  town,  all  he  had  to  do  was  call 


Archie.  He'd  take  over  his  paper  route 
and  take  care  of  his  pets,  too. 

"Ouch!"  Andy  exclaimed  as  he  trip- 
ped over  a  sharp  rocK  and  almost  land- 
ed on  his  face.  The  trail  disappeared 
into  the  overgrowth  of  brush,  tocks,  and 
stones.  The  going  was  getting  rough. 
If  it  weren't  lots  shorter,  it  surely 
wouldn't  be  worth  it!  He  peered  up- 
ward and  saw  a  rocky  ridge.  There's 
my  homeward  trail,  he  thought,  plung- 
ing ahead. 

A  tree  grew  out  of  the  side  of  the 
canyon.  He  grabbed  hold  of  a  branch, 
tensed  his  body,  and  sprang.  This  would 
land  him  on  the  rocky  ledge. 

Crack!  The  branch  snapped.  Bump! 
Crash!  Down,  down  he  hurtled.  Rocks 
rattled  around  him.  Sand  rained  upon 
him  as  he  rolled.  He  landed  at  last  and 
lay  half-stunned.  When  he  tried  to  get 
up,  he  sank  back  at  once.  Something 
had  happened  to  his  ankle! 

It  was  getting  dark.  A  little  light  fil- 
tered through  the  network  of  trees  sur- 
rounding the  pit  he  had  fallen  into. 
Smart  kid!  he  told  himself  bitterly.  Wish 
I'd  listened  to  Archie!  Even  if  he  hadn't 
hurt  his  ankle,  it  would  still  be  some  job 
to  climb  out  of  there.  "I've  got  to  try!" 
He  clenched  his  teeth,  but  he  couldn't 
bear  to  put  his  weight  on  his  ankle. 

"If  you're  ever  lost  in  the  woods," 
the  scoutmaster  had  said,  "stay  there 
until  help  comes."  He  didn't  have  much 
choice.  But  how  would  anyone  ever 
find  him  here?  The  light  grew  more 
dim.  Peering  upward,  he  saw  one  lone 
star  twinkling  above  him. 

As  it  got  darker  and  darker,  Andy 
kept  looking  at  that  one  bright  star.  It 
seemed  like  the  eye  of  God.  Maybe  God 
did  watch  over  him,  like  Archie  said. 
But  I  haven't  listened  when  anyone  talk- 
ed about  Him,  Andy  thought.  Now  may- 
be God  won't  have  anything  to  do  with 
me.   I'll  ask  Him  to  forgive  me— "God," 


i 

he  cried  out  desperately,  "get  me  out 
of  this  mess,  and  I'll—" 

A  sound  crackled  in  the  brush.  He 
saw  two  shining  eyes.  He  clenched  his 
hands  in  fear.  A  wild  animal  was  com- 
ing down— down— toward  him! 

Andy's  hand  closed  over  a  rock.  He 
heard  a  sniffing,  snuffling  sound  as  the 
animal  edged  its  way  down,  closer- 
closer— 

"Go  away!"  Andy  screamed  and  aim- 
ed the  rock. 

"Gr-rr-rr!"  came  the  outraged  roar. 
I  didn't  hit  it,  or  if  I  did,  only  enough  to 
make  it  mad.  Andy  thought.  He  search- 
ed desperately  for  another  rock.  The 
lumbering,  cautious  animal  came  closer. 
"Help!   Help!"   Andy  screamed. 

"Andy!  Andy!"  came  a  shout.  The  I 
startled  bear  gave  a  woof  and  lumbered 
off  when  the  ranger  shined  his  flash- 
light beam  on  him.  Mr.  Mason  and  the  i 
ranger  carried  Andy  back  to  the  trail, 
watching  for  treacherous  holes  all  the 
way. 

Finally  they  reached  the  trail  where 
Archie  waited  with  horses.  As  they  pre- 
pared to  lift  Andy  onto  the  horse,  he  I 
said,  "Mr.  Ranger,  I'm  sorry  I  disobeyed  I 
your  advice.   I  was  wrong. 

"I've  been  wrong  about  a  lot  of 
things,"  he  added  turning  to  the  scout- 
master. "I— I  want  to  be  a  Christian. 
Right  now,  sir!" 

It  was  very  quiet  as  the  two  men  and 
the  boys  knelt.  There  on  the  mountain 
trail  Andy  asked  God  to  forgive  his  sins 
and  come  into  his  heart. 

As  they  cantered  down  the  trail,  Andy 
searched  the  sky  for  his  bright  star.  The 
eye  of  God  had  been  upon  him,  watch- 
ing him,  caring  for  him.  How  else  had 
he  been  found  and  rescued  from  the  pit 
that  night  and,  greater  still,  been  saved 
from  all  his  sins?  A  deep  "Thank  you, 
Lord  Jesus!"  welled  up  from  his  heart. 
How  good  it  was  to  be  on  the  homeward 
trail.— Guide. 


Recreation  Center 
Needs 

The  recreation  center  has  been  com- 
pleted at  the  Children's  Home,  but  we 
need  equipment  and  furnishings  for  it. 
We  need  such  items  as:  tables,  table 
games,  tape  and  record  player,  and  75 
metal  folding  chairs.  We  need  to  equip 
this  center  as  soon  as  possible,  so  please 
help  us. 
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Western  Conference 


RELIGIOUS  CONTRIBUTIONS -MARCH,  1974 

Albemarle  Conference 


tree  Union 

$ 

302.05 

hickory  Chapel 

84.72 

/lalachi's  Chapel 

50.00 

At.  Tabor 

67.58 

At.  Zion 

100.00 

Jnion  Meeting 

18.34 

hiloh 

59.33 

idney 

75.00 

iound  Side 

50.00 

(Jnion  Chapel 

206.88 

$1,013.90 

Blue  Ridge  Association 

iedar  Hill 

$ 

18.96 

Cape  Fear  Conference 

poldsboro,  First 

$ 

50.00 

lopewell 

169.63 

.ee's  Chapel 

150.00 

iape  Fear  Conference 

1,000.00 

>t.  Mary's  Grove 

5.00 

Smyrna 

230.00 

$1,604.63 

Central  Conference 

\spen  Grove 

$ 

216.50 

\yden 

55.00 

Jethany 

142.19 

Jlack  Jack 

110.00 

Community 

2.25 

)aniels  Chapel 

465.00 

Idgewood 

5.00 

:1m  Grove 

100.00 

Vee  Union 

160.30 

:riendship 

36.76 

Sreenville,  First 

110.00 

Srimsley 

50.00 

Sum  Swamp 

200.00 

■iarrell's  Chapel 

100.00 

iickory  Grove 

104.51 

lull  Road 

15.00 

.ittle  Creek 

55.00 

layman's  League 

30.00 

ptter's  Creek 

124.02 

Dwen's  Chapel 

50.00 

feace 

15.96 

'iney  Grove 

61.49 

laratoga 

100.00 

Spring  Branch 

50.00 

"arboro 

265.00 

Williamston 
Winterville 


Eastern  Conference 

Antioch 
British  Chapel 
Core  Creek 
Crab  Point 
Croatan 
Daly's  Chapel 
Deep  Run 
Dublin  Grove 
Edwards  Chapel 
Faith 
Folkstone 
Friendship 
Gethsemane 
Hillsberry 
Holly  Springs 

Third  District  Youth  Fellowshi 

Carteret  Union 

Eula  Jones 

Auxiliary  District 

Mt.  Zion  (Onslow) 

Mt.  Zion  (Pamlico) 

New  Bethlehem 

New  Haven 

Northeast 

Oak  Grove 

Oriental 

Pearsall's  Chapel 
Pilgrim  Home 
Pilgrim  Rest 
Rock  of  Zion 
Sandy  Plain 
Smith's  New  Home 
St.  Mary's 
Welcome  Home 
Whaley's  Chapel 
Wintergreen 


3.72 
114.62 

$2,742.32 

40.00 
55.00 
88.57 
15.00 
75.00 
60.00 
95.00 
26.00 
45.00 
5.00 
75.00 
28.67 
120.00 
15.00 
250.00 
100.00 
27.50 
5.00 
79.00 
51.96 
88.42 
25.12 
39.47 
112.68 
80.00 
30.89 
67.58 
200.00 
5.00 
130.00 
212.28 
150.00 
5.00 
100.00 
145.00 
275.00 


$2,923.14 

Pee  Dee  Association 

Beaver  Dam  $  450.00 

Piedmont  Conference 

Christ  $  10.00 

Rockfish  Conference 

Rockfish  Conference  $  15.00 


Barnes  Hill 

$  10.00 

Branch  Chapel 

5.00 

Everett's  Chapel 

86.24 

Fremont 

60.00 

Friendship 

124.35 

Holly  Springs 

15.00 

Kenly 

5.00 

Little  Rock 

5.00 

Marsh  Swamp 

30.00 

Memorial  Chapel 

200.00 

Milbournie 

103.00 

Mt.  Zion  (Nash) 

75.00 

Mt.  Zion  (Wilson) 

100.00 

Second  Union  Meeting 

100.00 

New  Sandy  Hill 

75.CJ 

People's  Chapel 

50.00 

Pine  Level 

340.00 

Piney  Grove 

15.00 

Pleasant  Hill 

72.51 

Pleasant  Plain 

95.00 

Rains  Cross  Roads 

8.00 

Rock  Springs 

25.00 

Rose  Bud 

5.00 

Sherron  Acres 

125.00 

Stancil's  Chapel 

27.95 

Stony  Hill 

25.00 

Union  Grove 

55.00 

Unity 

60.00 

Wilson 

i   nrft  Art 

1,250.00 

$3,147.05 

Other  Religious  Contributions 

Pilot  Baptist  Church  RA's 

$  24.00 

Trinity  Auxiliary 

10.00 

St.  Mary's  Episcopal 

5.00 

$  39.00 

Total  Religious  Contributions  $11,964.00 


Memorial  Gifts- 
March,  1974 

Memorial  gifts  to  the  Children's  Home 
for  March,  1974,  total  $120,  and  were 
as  follows: 

Mrs.  Ellen  Warren  by  the  Abel  Warren 
Company. 

Mr.  J.  M.  Woodard  by  Verna  L.  Britt, 
Ruth  A.  Southern,  and  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
W.  H.  Sanders. 

Ardell  Gaskins  by  St.  Mary's  Episcopal 
Women  (Gatesville). 

Mrs.  Lloyd  Vernon  by  Alvis  E.  Fountain. 

N.  C.  Fountain  by  Alvis  E.  Fountain. 

Rev.  H.  A.  Grubbs  by  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Ar- 
thur Tomlinson. 


Everyone  is  of  some  use,  even  if  noth- 
ing more  than  to  serve  as  a  horrible  ex- 
ample. 
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ST.  CLAIRE  BIBLE  CLASgl 

<%Vk 

THE  SUNDAY         fC  Z££> 


SCHOOL  LESSON^ 

FOR  MAY  5 


Varied  Responses  to 
the  Gospel 

Lesson  Text:  Acts  17:1-5,  8-18 
Memory  Verse:  Acts  17:11 

I.  INTRODUCTION 

In  all  ages  and  under  all  circumstances 
there  have  been  many  and  varied  re- 
sponses to  the  gospel  message.  There 
have  been  some  who  gladly  believed, 
some  whose  belief  was  marked  with 
hesitancy,  some  who  refused  to  believe, 
and  some  who  even  went  so  far  as  to 
make  mockery  of  the  good  news  which 
was  being  proclaimed. 

Since  all  who  have  gone  before  us 
have  experienced  these  varied  responses, 
it  should  not  seem  strange  to  us  if  men 
so  respond  to  our  presentation  of  the 
gospel. 

The  events  described  in  today's  les- 
son text  took  place  in  the  cities  of  Thes- 
salonica  and  in  Berea  and  deal  with  the 
varied  response  which  the  men  of  these 
places  gave  to  the  testimony  of  Paul  and 
Silas. 

The  purpose  of  today's  lesson  is  to 
keep  us  from  getting  discouraged  when 
people  fail  to  respond  in  a  positive  man- 
ner to  our  presentation  of  the  gospel 
and  the  invitation  which  it  embodies.— 
The  Teen-Age  Teacher  (F.W.B.). 

II.  HINTS  THAT  HELP 

A.  All  of  us  recognize  that  there  are 
different  reactions  when  the  gospel  is 
preached.  Some  believe,  some  doubt, 
and  some  even  become  hostile  because 
of  the  preaching  of  the  gospel.  Every 
worker  knows  that  there  are  varied  re- 
actions when  the  gospel  is  presented. 
But  do  we  know  what  to  do  with  these 
varied  reactions? 

B.  Do  you  feel  that  it  is  best  to  ask  a 
person  the  question  directly:  "Are  you 
saved?"  It  is  interesting  to  observe 
that  there  is  not  a  case  in  the  Bible 
where  this  question  was  asked. 

C.  It  is  true  that  often  we  get  a  cer- 
tain reaction  because  of  the  way  we 


present  the  gospel  message.  This  is  why 
it  is  so  important  for  us  to  study  and 
pray  until  we  learn  how  effectively  to 
present  the  gospel  message. 

D.  A  person  is  never  won  to  Christ  by 
argument.  So  if  we  have  to  argue  with 
a  prospect  to  whom  we  are  presenting 
the  gospel,  we  may  as  well  leave  him 
and  give  the  Holy  Spirit  more  time  to 
prepare  his  heart. 

E.  If  a  lost  soul  came  to  you  and  said, 
"I  want  to  be  saved  and  I  want  you  to 
take  the  Bible  and  show  me  how,"  could 
you  do  this? 

-The  Bible  Teacher  (F.W.B.). 

III.  ADDITIONAL  TRUTHS 

A.  "A  man  that  hath  friends  must 
shew  himself  friendly."  Thus  spoke 
Solomon  in  his  wisdom  (Proverbs  18:24). 
The  truth  of  his  statement  is  rather  ob- 
vious. Sometimes  we  sing  about  the 
"old  time  religion"  and  we  affirm  that 
it  "makes  me  love  everybody."  Yet  we 
find  it  rather  difficult  to  love  some  per- 
sons. As  one  brother  expressed  it, 
"There  are  some  people  I  just  love 
naturally  and  others  that  I  love  for 
Christ's  sake."  It  is  natural  for  us  to 
respond  in  a  friendly  way  to  those  who 
show  themselves  friendly.  But  one  who 
is  cold,  cynical,  unfriendly— to  such  a 
one  we  are  inclined  to  give  a  negative 
response.  This  truth  is  implied  in  the 
following  story. 

In  the  early  days  of  this  country  a 
family  going  west  was  crossing  a  river 
on  a  ferry.  "I  wonder  what  kind  of 
neighbors  we  will  have  where  we  are 
going,"  the  man  of  the  family  said  to 
the  boat  captain.  "What  kind  did  you 
have  back  east?"  the  captain  asked. 
"Terrible!"  came  the  reply.  "One  reason 
we  are  going  west  is  to  get  away  from 
them."  "Well,"  said  the  captain,  "I'm 
afraid  you  will  find  the  same  kind  of 
neighbors  where  you  are  going." 

Some  days  later  another  family  was 
crossing  on  the  same  ferry  and  a  similar 
conversation  ensued.  "I  wonder  what 
our  neighbors  will  be  like,"  spoke  the 
man  going  west.    "And  what  kind  did 


you  have  back  home?"    "The  best  ii 
the  world.   We  thought  a  long  time  be  I 
fore  we  decided  to  leave  them  and  gi 
west."    "Well,"   replied  the  captain  I 
"I'm  sure  you  will  find  the  same  kimlj 
of  people  where  you  are  going."— Stan 
dard  Lesson  Commentary. 

B.  A  high  school  teacher  was  strucl 
by  the  fact  that  most  of  her  student: 
had  very  little  interest  in  going  homr 
after  classes  were  over.  She  asked  why 

"There's  nobody  at  home,  but  if  thel 
were  there  there  would  be  nothing  bu 
quarreling,"  one  student  replied. 

"Tell  me,"  asked  the  teacher,  "if 
were  your  mother,  what  could  I  do  tc 
be  a  good  mother  to  you?" 

Without  hesitation  the  class  respond] 
ed,  "Just  listen  to  us!" 

Perhaps  you  feel  the  way  those  city 
students  felt— that  there  is  never  any, 
one  to  listen  to  you.  Usually  there  is 
someone  to  lecture  or  scold,  but  no  onC| 
who  will  hear  you  out. 

That  is  a  very  discouraging  situation; 
You  feel  that  you  are  entitled  to  more 
consideration  than  you  get  because  yoi 
are  wrong.  You  will  find  however,  that 
life  is  full  of  discouraging  situations! 
and  one  of  the  most  discouraging  is  n<i 
having  anyone  who  will  simply  listen  tc 
you. 

There  are  two  values  in  not  beind 
listened  to.  First,  you  will  more  readily; 
appreciate  God's  listening;  and  second] 
you  will  appreciate  other  people's  neeci 
to  be  heard.  You  will  be  able  to  sayi 
with  the  psalmist,  "I  love  the  LORD,  be] 
cause  he  hath  heard  my  voice  .  .  J 
(Psalm  116:1). 

If  the  Lord  listens  to  you,  don't  yoi[ 
think  that  you  should  listen  to  Himl; 
With  Samuel,  you  should  say,  ".  .  J 
Speak;  for  thy  servant  heareth"  (1 
Samuel  3:10). 

To  listen  to  other  people  who  wanlj 
to  talk  out  their  problems  can  be  i 
means  of  relieving  them.  To  air  I 
troublesome  situation  sometimes  reveal;,, 
the  solution.  Sometimes  in  the  tellincj 
the  emotional  intensity  is  released.  By 
repeating  the  unpleasantness,  its  iml 
portance  fades,  and  the  person  can  gc 
on  to  other  things. 

When  it  involves  hearing  the  othei 
person's  viewpoint  in  a  situation  where 
you  are  involved  (such  as  hearing  youi 
parents'  side  of  the  story),  you  will  gair 
understanding. 

Always  you  can  direct  those  to  whorr 
you  listen  to  the  Lord  whose  "ear"  i: 
not  "heavy"  (or  deaf)  "that  it  canna 
hear"  (see  Isaiah  59:1).-Teen  Quiei 
Times. 
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Unmitigated 


by  the  Rev.  R.  P.  Harris 

Scripture  Basis:  "Let  us  hear  the  con- 
'?  elusion  of  the  whole  matter  (the  realm 
l!lof  human  concern):  Fear  God,  and  keep 
the  commandments:  for  this  is  the  whole 
duty  of  man"  (Ecclesiastes  12:13). 

I 

■  GOD  DEMANDS  THAT  MEN  LOVE  ONE 
)i  ANOTHER 

31  There  is  a  very  good  reason  why  God 
lSi  requires  us  to  love  one  another.   If  you 

search  through  all  earthly  reasons  for 
l|  loving  someone  it  may  be  that,  in  some 
!  instances,  you  will  not  find  one.  In 
4  most  instances,  however,  we  do  not  have 
l)|  to  go  to  such  lengths.  There  are  so 
i  many  beautiful  and  incredible  reasons 
!^we  may  find  to  love  one  another  that 
1  we  are  amazed  and  pleased  beyond  com- 
pare. When  we  have  exhausted  all  ma- 
I  terial  or  humanitarian  reasons  and  still 

cannot  find  justifiable  reasons,  we  have 
"'only  to  turn  to  God's  Word  and  reasons 
!  will  begin  to  come  into  view.  We  should 

I  love  one  another  for  the  simple  reason 

II  that  God  has  loved  us  and  has  manifest- 
ed this  love  to  us  through  the  sacrifice 

|f  of  His  Son  for  us.  "Beloved,  if  God  so 
ij  loved  us,  we  ought  also  to  love  one  an- 
il other"  (1  John  4:11). 

Think  how  sinful  and  wretched  and 
1  miserable  we  would  be  without  the  love 
1  of  God  for  us.   Even  the  sinner  and  the 

ungodly  must  entertain  an  idea  that  back 
I  of  all  their  wretchedness  and  miserable 

living  there  must  be  a  God  who  cares 
;  for  them.  I  think  of  Judas  Iscariot  when 
;  he  betrayed  his  Lord.  While  he  was  in 
!  the  very  act  of  betrayal,  Jesus  looked  at 
'  him  with  a  heart  of  love  and  concern. 

Judas  saw  nothing  but  love  in  the  eyes 
I  of  Jesus  and  he  knew  he  could  not  live 
j  with  himself  anymore;  therefore,  he 
j  went  out  and  hanged  himself.  He  did 
j  not  receive  forgiveness  because  he  never 

asked  the  Lord  to  forgive  him.   It  was 
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New  Growth 


BY  MRS.  ROYCE  MATTHEWS  M 

A  VISIT  TO  CAMPOREE 

There  is  nothing  like  a  trip  to  East 
Carolina  Council  Camporee  to  give  your 
lagging  faith  in  America  and  young  peo- 
ple a  boost.  The  event  occurred  this 
past  weekend  at  Camp  Herbert  C.  Bon- 
ner near  Washington,  North  Carolina. 

On  arriving  shortly  after  sunrise  one 
finds  the  young  men  dressed,  with  break- 
fast prepared;  laughing,  happy,  creating 
fun  and  sharing  it. 

This  group  of  future  leaders,  who 
were  born  with  television,  stereo,  Fisher- 
Price,  and  Mattel  as  a  way  of  life,  pro- 
duce their  own  entertainment. 

Tents  of  all  sizes  and  descriptions  are 
visible  through  the  trees.  The  Ameri- 
can flag  as  well  as  troop  flags  are  fly- 
ing in  abundance.  Everywhere,  one  sees 
thousands  of  drab  green  uniforms  punc- 
tuated with  bright-colored  patches  de- 
claring previous  achievements. 

Class  distinctions  and  racial  barriers 


a  different  story  with  Peter.  When 
Simon  Peter  realized  that  he  had  indeed 
denied  his  precious  Lord,  he  repented  in 
bitter  tears  of  remorse,-  he  sought  re- 
pentance, forgiveness,  and  peace  in  his 
soul.  Never  again  did  Simon  Peter  deny 
or  betray  His  Lord.  He  had  only  love 
and  respect  for  Him. 

Another  reason  for  man's  duty  to  love 
one  another  is  that  Jesus  commands  it. 
"A  new  commandment  I  give  unto  you, 
That  ye  love  one  another;  as  I  have  loved 
you,  that  ye  also  love  one  another"  (John 
13:34).  If,  therefore,  you  can  find  no 
other  reason  for  loving  one  another  here 
is  one  that  you  cannot  pass  by.  Jesus 
loves  us  and  that  is  incentive  enough  for 
us  to  love  one  another. 

This  kind  of  love  overrides  and  super- 
sedes all  others.  There  is  nothing  in 
anyone's  life  so  ugly  or  so  incredibly 
wretched  as  to  defy  this  great  love. 
Christ  loved  us  and  was  willing  to  suffer 
all  the  way  to  Calvary,  even  to  the  cruel 
death  of  the  Cross  that  His  love  might 
stand  true.  He,  Christ,  literally  demands 
that  we  have  love  for  everyone,  and 
especially  for  the  brethren— those  of  the 
household  of  faith.  It  is  therefore  our 
duty  to  find  a  way  whereby  we  can  hon- 
estly and  sincerely  love  one  another. 
God  help  us  to  do  that! 


INTERESTING  BIBLE 
FACTS 


(Answer) 


are  nonexistent  as  the  executive's  son 
and  the  laborer's  son  work  side  by  side. 

An  onlooker  does  not  understand  the 
profusion  of  poles,  ropes,  flags,  and 
other  paraphernalia,  but  the  scout  is  ac- 
customed to  it. 

Each  scout  is  delegated  a  definite  job 
as  he  participates  in  events  from  knot- 
tying  to  treatment  for  shock  or  snake- 
bite. A  patrol  stands  by  reviewing  the 
steps  used  in  compass  reading  as  it  ner- 
vously awaits  its  turn.  A  Scoutmaster 
voices  a  last  "Good  luck"  and  you  know 
a  portion  of  his  soul  goes  with  the  troop 
before  the  judges. 

Primitive  yesterday  and  jet-age  to- 
morrow are  fused  as  a  Scout  cooks  over 
an  open  fire  and  listens  to  rock  music 
from  a  portable  radio  hanging  in  a  tree, 
while  a  Marine  helicopter  hovers  in  an 
open  field  just  outside  the  campground. 

The  feeling  of  brotherhood  and  com- 
radeship is  prevalent  throughout. 

Knowing  these  young  men  are  being 
taught  to  put  love  of  God  and  country 
first  gives  one  a  definite  hope  in  the 
future.  Oh,  that  the  whole  world  could 
have  a  camporee! 


"RABBI"  DUNCAN'S  LONGING 

When  "Rabbi"  Duncan,  the  great 
Presbyterian  professor  of  Hebrew,  was 
dying  in  Edinburgh,  someone  told  him 
there  was  a  man  in  the  infirmary  whose 
language  no  one  could  speak.  "I  will 
learn  it,  I  will  learn  it,"  said  the  dying 
scholar,  "that  I  may  tell  him  about  the 
Saviour."  Have  we  ever  felt  a  passion 
like  that— a  passionate  longing  to  tell 
every  sinner  we  meet  about  the  Saviour? 
—From  The  Glorious  Company  of  the 
Apostles  by  J.  D.  Jones. 
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EDITORIAI  

SOLITARY  SOULS 

by  Celia  Hales 

To  be  alone  and  elderly  is  to  be  invisible.  It  is  to  remain  hidden 
behind  half-raised  window  shades,  huddled  often  in  one  room  during 
most  of  one's  waking  hours.  In  the  wintertime,  this  is  the  one  room 
that  houses  the  single  source  of  heat  and  generally  also  the  single  source 
of  most  pleasure,  the  television  set.  If  one  is  lucky,  this  room  will  con- 
tain too  an  air-conditioning  window  unit — to  make  the  summers  more 
pleasant,  but,  alas,  also  to  encourage  the  solitariness  of  the  elderly.  One 
does  not  venture  out  if  somehow  to  stay  in  one  room  indoors  seems  bet- 
ter. And  if  one  does  not  venture  out,  will  not  the  alone  and  elderly  be 
forgotten  all  the  more? 

I  have  lived  alone  and  have  been  lonely.  This,  though  I  ventured 
out  each  weekday  to  teach  classes  in  English  literature  on  a  full-time 
basis.  This,  though  I  returned  to  an  apartment  house  where  lived  also 
a  dear  friend,  a  girl  with  whom  I  shared  many  enjoyable  activities. 
This,  though  I  saw  many  friends  at  my  work  and  church,  and  I  visited 
frequently  my  family  on  weekends.  Yet  there  was  something  about 
returning  each  evening  to  a  vacant  apartment  which  I  never  overcame. 
So  I  compare  the  situation  from  my  past — the  past  of  a  girl  in  her  twen- 
ties— with  the  plight  of  those  who  are  in  their  sixties,  seventies,  even 
eighties.  The  elderly  most  always  lack  the  automobile  that  I  drove 
freely  everyday,  that  I  drove  to  touch  my  life  with  the  lives  of  others. 
And  I  think:  If  I  were  lonely,  I  who  did  not  lack  for  friends  or  family, 
did  not  lack  for  work  as  a  creative  outlet,  what  must  be  the  unknown 
thoughts  of  the  elderly  who  sit,  day  after  day,  in  a  single  room  with 
half -raised  window  shades? 

What  is  the  answer  to  this  problem,  this  problem  all  the  more  ter- 
rible because  it  is  often  invisible?  May  I  suggest  one  answer:  If  you 
know  any  elderly  gentleman  or  lady  who  lives  alone,  pause  for  a  moment 
to  put  yourself  in  his  or  her  place.  What  particular  deed  would  make 
your  days  more  pleasant,  the  hours  less  empty?  Then,  of  course,  the 
deed  itself  must  follow  the  thought,  for  thoughts,  like  the  elderly,  are 
invisible. 

Surely  in  your  circle  of  friends  there  is  an  individual  who  lacks  for 
human  companionship,  an  individual  for  whom  you  feel  the  warmth  of 
love.  Reach  out  to  him  or  her — for  it  is  you  who  must  make  the  first 
gesture.  "Adopt"  this  person,  if  you  will.  Then,  weeks  later,  see  if  you 
do  not  feel  that  it  was  you  who  was  the  orphan  in  this  adoption.  Why 
so?  The  elderly  will  touch  your  aloneness,  and  the  love  that  emanates 
will  not  be  invisible. 

2 


Cover  Photo  by  Phil  Gurganus 


The  Free  Will  Baptist 

MAY  1,  1974 
Volume  89  Number  18 

Tommy  Manning,  Editor 

Edited  and  published  weekly  by  the  Free  Will  I 
Baptist   Press    Foundation,   Inc.,  811    North  Leo 
Street,  Ayden,  North  Carolina  28513.  Second-clas*  I 
postage  paid  at  Ayden,  North  Carolina. 

All  materials  to  be  placed  in  any  issue  must  bo 
in  the  hands  of  the  editor  six  days  prior  to  the 
publication  date  of  that  issue. 

All  subscriptions  are  payable  in  advance:  ono 
year,  $3.50;  two  years,  $6.50;  four  years,  $12.00;  I 
plus  sales  tax  where  it  applies. 

The  contents  herein  do  not  necessarily  reflect  j 
the  beliefs  or  policies  of  the  editor  or  of  The  Free  I 
Will  Baptist.  The  responsibility  for  each  article  I 
is  given  the  person  whose  name  appears  under  the  j 
title  or  to  the  person  submitting  said  article. 

Items  for  publication  should  be  addressed  to 
The  Editor,  The  Free  Will  Baptist,  P.  O.  Box  158, 
Ayden,  North  Carolina  28513. 


Free  Will  Baptist  Press  Foundation,  Inc. 

Walter  Reynolds,  Manager;  Tommy  Man- 
ning, Editor  of  Literature;  Ralph  A.  Bowen,  As- 
sistant Editor  of  Literature, 


BOARD  OF  DIRECTORS 
D.  W.  Hansley,  President;  Fred  A.  Rivenbark, 
Vice-President;    Hubert   Burress,    Secretary;  James 
B.  Hardee,  C  Felton  Godwin,  Robert  May,  and 
Dewey  C.  Boling. 

THE  FREE  WILL  BAPTIST 


FIRST  FREE 
BAPTIST  CHURCH 


G  F  BOWEN.  ftSTOR 
Sunday  School  9  45 

MofiNwc  Service  II  OO  -  Worship  Here  Sunday 
Evening  Service  7  30 

«*T  STREAK  THRU  ETERNITY  — 

Jesus  has  tour  robe 


Oops!  Your  Fig  Leaves 
Are  Slipping 


by  Mrs.  Royce  Matthews 


IN  the  Garden  of  Eden,  when  Adam 
and  Eve  sinned  against  God,  their 
eyes  were  opened  to  their  nakedness. 
The  first  thing  they  did  was  figure  some 
way  to  cover  themselves  before  God  was 
expected  in  the  quiet  of  the  evening. 

They  modeled  their  fig  leaf  clothes, 
saying,  "Won't  God  be  proud  of  us?  We 
made  these  all  by  ourselves!" 

But  when  God  came,  they  hid  them- 
selves, ashamed.  They  realized  nothing 
they  could  do  within  themselves  would 
make  up  for  their  sin.  Their  fig  leaves 
were  not  sufficient. 

How  lucky  we  are  to  have  twenty  cen- 
turies of  fig  leaf  creativity  from  which 
to  draw. 

A  fig  leaf  represents  anything  we  do 
in  an  effort  to  assert  our  own  will  in- 
stead of  seeking  God's  will,  or  any  good 
work  we  do  to  cover  something  ugly. 

Having  our  souls  covered  in  the  blood 
of  the  Lamb  does  not  stop  us  from  using 
fig  leaves  to  cover  petty  sins  in  our  lives. 

On  our  way  to  a  good-works  club 
meeting,  we  pass  old  Mrs.  Wood's  house. 


Mrs.  Wood  has  been  a  shut-in  for  eleven 
years  and  she  appreciated  our  visit  last 
year.  We  feel  compelled  to  stop,  but 
no,  we  are  obligated  at  the  meeting. 
"One  day  I'm  going  to  stop,"  we  say, 
"when  I  get  the  time." 

But  if  God  wants  us  to  step  outside 
our  organizational  commitments,  the  fig 
leaf  of  good  club  work  will  not  suffi- 
ciently hide  our  failure  to  obey  God's 
will.  Oops! 

How  many  church  organizations  do  you 
know  that  have  a  fund  to  send  flowers 
and  cards  to  members  of  immediate 
family?  Try  mentioning  sending  a  card 
to  a  lonely  unsaved  person  who  would 
really  be  blessed  with  one.  You'll  get  a 
chorus  of  "Oh,  we  can't  do  that.  It's 
against  the  rules.  If  we  deviate  for  one, 
there  will  be  no  end!"  The  reasons  for 
not  sending  one  are  voiced  louder  than 
any  "Amen"  you  have  heard  in  your 
church  recently.  Doesn't  that  seem  a  lit- 
tle peculiar  when  we  know  members  of 
our  families  would  more  than  likely  re- 
ceive enough  cards  and  flowers  anyway? 


Our  fig  leaves  of  helping  ourselves  and 
our  families  are  slipping  to  show  our 
selfishness  underneath. 

We  talk  a  lot  in  church  about  loving 
the  brethren— until  one  errs.  Then  we 
can't  wait  for  a  meeting  to  rehash  this 
brother's  faults. 

The  Lord  knew  during  all  that  talk 
about  love  just  how  much  love  there 
really  was.  Fig  leaves  of  talk  without 
works  are  transparent.  Oh! 

We,  in  the  church,  put  our  offering  in 
the  collection  plate,  stand  up  with  a 
swelled  chest  and  sing  "To  God  Be  the 
Gloryl" 

The  next  week,  we  won't  bat  an  eye 
when  we  spend  three  times  that  much  on 
recreation. 

The  fig  leaf  of  the  tithe  is  slipping  to 
show  we  have  not  done  our  best. 

We  hear  a  sermon  on  Sunday,  one  of 
the  meddling  kind  that  wiggles  into  our 
personal  business.  Immediately  we  be- 
gin making  a  mental  list  of  intentions 
for  the  following  week.  Intentions  we 
sometimes  don't  seem  to  find  the  time 
or  energy  to  fulfill. 

Fig  leaves  of  intentions  do  not  count. 
Oops!  There  they  go  again! 

We  may  belong  to  an  organization 
which  boasts  proudly  of  our  good  works. 
Any  contributor's  money  is  acceptable 
to  make  this  boasting  possible.  But 
there  are  contributors  whose  occupa- 
tional titles  disqualify  them  for  member- 
ship. 

Grab  your  leaves!  They're  moving  to 
show  naked  prejudice! 

A  fig  leaf  does  not  necessarily  have  to 
cover  what  we  classify  as  "bad." 

If  we  hide  behind  Bible  reading,  visi- 
tation, teaching  a  Sunday  school  lesson, 
Christian  fellowship,  and  prayer  when 
God  has  another  specific  job  He  wants 
of  us,  then  these  can  be  fig  leaves  too. 

Have  you  ever  thanked  God  for  fig 
leaves?  They,  as  everything  else,  have 
their  purpose.  Your  fellowman  can't 
ordinarily  see  through  a  fig  leaf— that  is, 
until  it  gets  worn  and  frayed.  Wouldn't 
it  be  terrible  if  everyone  we  meet  could 
see  us  as  the  stumbling  humans  we  are? 
How  strong  would  our  Christian  testi- 
mony be? 

But  the  Saviour  sees  the  true  picture, 
just  as  He  saw  Adam  and  Eve.  If  the 
situation  wasn't  so  serious,  don't  you 
reckon  there  are  times  when  He'd  get  a 
good  belly  laugh  at  our  feeble  cover-ups? 

Let's  pray  that  God  will  help  us  dump 
our  fig  leaves  at  His  feet.  The  Sacri- 
ficial Coat  does  not  need  accessories. 
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SUNDAY,  MAY  5,  1974 
Scripture  Reading— Psalm  121:2 
In  the  Nick  of  Time 
I  am  never  tired  of  pointing  out  that  the 
Greek  phrase  translated,  "In  the  time  of 
need,"  is  a  colloquialism,  of  which  the 
'nick  of  timefT "  Grace  just  when  and 
"That  we  may  have  grace  to  help  in  the 
'nick  of  time.' "  Grace  just  when  and 
where  I  need  it.  You  are  attacked  by 
temptation,  and,  at  the  moment  of  assault, 
you  look  to  Him,  and  the  grace  is  there  to 
help  in  "the  nick  of  time."  No  postpone- 
ment of  your  petition  until  the  evening  hour 
of  prayer;  but  there,  man,  there  in  the  city 
street,  with  the  flaming  temptation  in  front 
of  you,  turn  to  Christ  with  a  cry  for  help, 
and  the  grace  will  be  there  in  "the  nick 
of  time."— G.  Campbell  Morgan. 

Prayer  Thought 
Christ  is  ever-present  and  all-knowing. 
Do  not  hesitate  to  ask  for  His  assistance. 
He  is  dedicated  to  helping  us  in  our  every 
need,  no  matter  what  our  situation  or  our 
location. 

MONDAY,  MAY  6,  1974 
Scripture  Reading— Matthew  5:7 
When  He  Gave  Himself 
James  H.  McConkey  related  this  experi- 
ence: "The  winter  was  ending.  The  ice 
was  breaking  in  our  native  river.  The 
freshets  were  piling  it  up  in  great  gorges 
along  the  banks.  A  few  miles  above  our 
home  was  a  little  town  at  which  an  im- 
mense ice  gorge  had  imprisoned  eleven 
men,  women,  and  children.  The  instant 
this  huge  ice  gorge  should  break,  it  would 
sweep  those  lives  out  of  existence.  My 
brother  learned  of  the  situation.  Putting 
fifty  dollars  in  his  pocket  he  hastened  to 
the  little  town.  Arriving  there  he  found 
the  people  waiting  on  the  banks  of  the 
river  for  the  catastrophe  which  seemed  in- 
evitable. Stepping  up  to  the  crowd  he  of- 
fered the  fifty  dollars  to  any  man  who 
would  attempt  the  rescue  of  the  imperiled 
ones.  But  not  a  man  stirred.  Then  he 
sent  a  little  lad  into  a  nearby  store  for  a 
line.  When  he  brought  it  out,  my  brother 
tied  one  end  of  it  around  his  waist,  and  of- 
fered to  join  with  any  man  who  would  rope 
himself  to  him  in  an  effort  to  rescue  the 


lives  that  were  in  instant  jeopardy  of  death. 
Immediately  four  men  leaped  to  his  side. 
They  roped  themselves  to  the  same  line  of 
peril  with  himself,  and  these  five  men, 
picking  their  way  over  the  dangerous  gorge 
at  the  imminent  hazard  of  their  own  lives, 
brought  in  safety  to  the  shore  every  man, 
woman,  and  child  upon  the  ice.  When  my 
brother  offered  money,  not  a  man  stirred. 
But  when  they  saw  him  give  himself  and 
saw  the  love  for  those  imperiled,  it  drew 
them  to  his  side  in  an  instant."— Selected. 

Prayer  Thought 
Money  will  not  motivate  in  all  cases. 
Often  a  willing,  sympathetic  spirit  has  a 
greater  influence   upon   others   than  the 
ability  to  provide  cold,  hard  cash. 

TUESDAY,  MAY  7,  1974 
Scripture  Reading— Matthew  21:22 
When  Our  Faith  in  Prayer  is  Gone 
Dr.  McCormick,  in  "The  Heart  of  Pray- 
er," tells  of  a  good  woman  whose  daugh- 
ter had  died  after  a  painful  illness.  She 
came  to  her  minister  and  said,  "I  fear  I 
have  lost  my  faith  in  prayer.  I  used  to 
believe  that  anything  I  asked  for  in  the 
name  of  Christ  I  would  receive.  When 
my  child  was  sick,  I  besought  God  with 
an  agony  of  desire  for  her  recovery.  I  be- 
lieved that  God  would  grant  my  prayer. 
When  she  died  I  was  stunned,  not  merely 
because  of  my  grief,  but  because  it  seem- 
ed to  me  that  God  had  failed  me.  I  pray 
still,  but  the  old  faith  in  prayer  is  gone." 
This  good  woman  was  the  victim  of  wrong 
teaching.  She  had,  in  a  word,  been  led 
to  substitute  faith  in  prayer  for  faith  in 
God.  If  our  faith  in  prayer  is  uppermost, 
then  any  disappointment  will  shake  that 
faith.  But  if  faith  in  God  is  the  great  fact 
of  life,  then  no  matter  what  may  be  the 
outcome  of  our  petitions  we  will  still  trust. 
—Selected. 

Prayer  Thought 
If  we  have  faith  in  God,  we  shall  accept 
His  will  without  question.  God  knows  our 
needs  better  than  we  do  ourselves.  He 
loves  us  and  would  not  mistreat  us  as  much 
as  we  would  the  ones  we  love. 

WEDNESDAY,  MAY  8,  1974 

Scripture  Reading— Luke  17:6 

Some  Carry  the  Potatoes 

A  poor  man  plodded  along  toward  home 
in  an  Irish  town  carrying  a  huge  bag  of 
potatoes.  A  horse  and  wagon  carrying  a 
stranger  came  along,  and  the  stranger 
stopped  the  wagon  and  invited  the  man  on 
foot  to  climb  inside.  This  the  poor  man 
did,  but  when  he  sat  down  in  the  wagon 
he  held  the  bag  of  potatoes  in  his  arms.  And 
when  it  was  suggested  that  he  should  set 
it  down,  he  said  very  warmly:  "Sure,  I 
don't  like  to  trouble  you  too  much.  You're 
giving  me  a  ride.    I'll  carry  the  potatoes!" 

Sometimes  we  think  we  are  doing  the 
Lord  a  favor  when  we  carry  the  burden. 
But  the  work  is  His,  and  the  burden  is 


His,  and  He  asks  us  only  to  be  faithful.— j 
Isaac  Page. 

Prayer  Thought 
So  often  we  carry  unnecessary  burdens', 
and  problems.  We  worry  without  reason.] 
All  our  tears  and  nervous  frustation  are 
futile.  God  is  willing  and  able  to  shoulder 
all  our  cares. 

THURSDAY,  MAY  9,  1974 
Scripture  Reading— Proverbs  15:33 
The  Nobility  of  Humility 
When  Sammy  Morris,  a  Kru  boy  from 
Africa,  came  to  America  to  be  trained  for 
Christian  service,  he  did  not  ask  for  an 
easy  place.  His  biographer  records  this 
incident  of  him  when  he  presented  himself 
for  matriculation  at  Taylor  University:  He 
revealed  a  spirit  all  too  rare  among  Chris- 
tians. When  President  Thaddeus  C.  Reade 
asked  him  what  room  he  wanted,  Sammy 
replied,  "If  there  is  a  room  nobody  wants, 
give  that  to  me."  Of  this  incident  Dr. 
Reade  later  wrote:  "I  turned  away,  for  my 
eyes  were  full  of  tears.  I  was  asking  my- 
self whether  I  was  willing  to  take  what 
nobody  else  wanted.  In  my  experience  as 
a  teacher,  I  have  had  occasion  to  assign 
rooms  to  more  than  a  thousand  students. 
Most  of  them  were  noble,  Christian  young 
ladies  and  gendemen;  but  Sammy  Morris 
was  the  only  one  of  them  who  ever  said,  'If  ' 
there  is  a  room  that  nobody  wants,  give 
that  to  me.'" — Alliance  Weekly. 

Prayer  Thought 
Being  humble  is  not  necessarily  lowering: 
ourselves  to  derogation  but  simply  realizing] 
our  insignificance  and  our  lowly  status  im 
comparison  to  God  our  Maker. 

FRIDAY,  MAY  10,  1974 

Scripture  Reading— Proverbs  22:4 
Full  Heads  Bow  Lowest 

A  farmer  and  his  young  son  went  into 
the  wheat  fields  at  harvesttime.  As  they 
looked  across  the  waving  fields  of  golden 
grain,  the  boy  exclaimed,  "Look,  Father, 
at  those  wheat  heads  that  hold  themselves 
up  so  proudly.  They  must  be ,  the  ones 
that  are  filled  with  grain,  and  I  would  sup- 
pose that  those  with  their  heads  bowed 
down  are  of  no  account." 

"How  foolish  you  are,  my  son!"  the 
farmer  said,  and  taking  some  of  the  heads  ] 
into  his  hands,  he  showed  the  boy  that  the 
heads  that  stood  up  so  proudly  had  only  a 
few,  poor,  shriveled  grains  or  were  com- 
pletely empty,  while  those  that  bowed  their 
heads  humbly  were  filled  with  large,  full, 
golden  kernels  of  wheat.— Selected. 
Prayer  Thought 

It  requires  knowledge  of  our  inadequacies 
to  show  us  that  we  have  a  great  deal  to 
learn  and  are  not  too  good  to  bow  our 
heads  and  bend  our  knees  in  the  worship 
of  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ. 

SATURDAY,  MAY  11,  1974 
Scripture  Reading— Ephesians  4:32 
"Yes,  Dear,  But  Remember,  I  Have  Had 
(continued  on  page  ten) 
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Scriptural  Basis:  "And  now,  Israel, 
what  doth  the  LORD  thy  God  require  of 
thee,  but  to  fear  the  LORD  thy  God,  to 
walk  in  all  his  ways,  and  to  love  him, 
and  to  serve  the  LORD  thy  God  with  all 
thy  heart  and  with  all  thy  soul"  Deuter- 
onomy 10:12). 

THE  DUTY  OF  MAN  TO  MINISTER  TO 
THOSE  IN  NEED 

People  in  need  have  always  been  a 
part  of  human  existence.  I  suppose  it 
all  began  in  the  Garden  of  Eden  when 
sin  was  discovered  in  the  lives  of  Adam 
and  Eve.  Because  of  their  sins  they 
needed  a  Saviour.  They  needed  some- 
one with  the  ability  and  the  knowledge 
to  give  assistance.  God  came  to  their 
rescue  and  supplied  them  with  their 
needs. 

Even  though  Adam's  and  Eve's  needs 
were  readily  met  by  God,  the  same  help 
has  been  made  available  to  every  person 
ever  to  be  born  of  earthly  parents.  We 
are  conceived  in  sin  and  born  in  iniquity. 
"Behold,  I  was  shapen  in  iniquity;  and 
in  sin  did  my  mother  conceive  me" 
(Psalm  51:5).  The  earthly  needs  must 
not,  however,  be  overlooked.  The  need 
of  things  for  our  livelihood,  comfort, 
and  well-being  is  also  brought  into 
view.  James  1:27  suggests  that  we 
should  visit  the  fatherless  and  widows  in 
their  affliction.  This  implies  the  giving 
of  assistance  wherever  the  need  is.  With 
some  it  is  medication,  with  others  it  is 
food.  There  are  many  other  needs  that 
could  be  suggested.  Whatever  the  need, 
it  is  the  duty  of  men  to  minister  to  them. 
This  may  include  the  next-door  neighbor 
or  someone  across  the  sea.  People  in 
need  are  living  all  over  the  world. 

I  suggest  also  that  our  duty  to  minis- 
ter includes  bearing  one  another's  bur- 
dens.  The  law  of  Christ  requires  that 


New  Growth 


BY  MRS.  ROYCE  MATTHEWS  M 

We  go  about  our  business  of  living, 
secure  in  our  little  corner  of  the  world. 
We  go  to  work,  back  home,-  to  church, 
back  home,-  we  clean  the  house,  it  gets 
dirty,  we  clean  again.  We  follow  the 
same  routine  day  after  day,  week  after 
week.  We  are  prisoners  to  the  regular 
routes  we  travel,  seldom  deviating. 

One  day  proceeds  into  the  past,  pull- 
ing another  day  behind  it,  like  train  cars 
on  the  railroad.  We're  content  to  stand 
by  the  track  and  count  them  as  they 
pass. 


we  do  this:  "Bear  ye  one  another's  bur- 
dens, and  so  fulfil  the  law  of  Christ" 
(Galatians  6:2). 

Man  has  many  burdens.  Each  one  may 
have  his  own  particular  type  of  burden 
and  this  may  require  some  manipulating 
on  the  part  of  those  who  may  be  of  as- 
sistance. This  requires  some  careful  and 
strategic  planning  lest  we  do  more  harm 
than  good  in  ministering.  We  must  take 
into  consideration  the  recipient's  per- 
sonal background  and  then  determine 
the  right  approach  to  help  with  the  par- 
ticular burden  involved. 

I  suggest,  in  closing,  that  those  who 
minister  to  those  in  need  shall  be  com- 
pensated for  their  deeds.  This  compen- 
sation may  come  in  many  different  ways. 
First,  God  always  rewards  us  for  our 
services  to  our  fellowmen.  The  rewards 
He  gives  are  always  the  best.  We  can 
be  assured  that  God  knows  what  is  best 
and  that  He  is  able  to  make  available 
what  He  wants  us  to  have.  In  the  second 
place,  God  has  a  wonderful  way  of  per- 
suading other  human  beings  to  supply 
others  with  many  wonderful  things.  For 
example,  I  know  a  man  who  was  a  good 
neighbor  to  a  person  living  close  by  who 
was  in  need.  Because  of  his  willingness 
to  minister  to  his  neighbor's  needs  and 
to  help  with  certain  burdens  with  love 
and  care,  he  was  rewarded  when  this 
neighbor  died.  The  neighbor  remember- 
ed him  in  his  will  by  giving  him  $10,000 
in  cash  and  a  new  automobile  worth 
$5,000  dollars. 

The  spiritual  rewards  are  far  better 
than  the  material  ones.  Kind  deeds  and 
acts  of  service  are  freely  ministered 
with  love  and  the  Christian  who  does 
this  expects  no  reward  for  his  services. 


Though  we  know  there  are  those  out- 
side our  psychological  nests,  we  never 
give  much  thought  about  those  in  other 
nests,  or  nests  in  other  trees. 

Our  God  is  from  the  South.  He  may 
be  pro-United  States,  but  He  mainly 
favors  the  South  and  the  Southerner. 

Then,  WHAM!  Israel  Gonzalas  steps 
into  the  pulpit,  and  through  his  inter- 
preter, Mr.  Timmons,  he  tells  of  his  life 
before  and  after  his  meeting  with  Jesus. 
Later,  without  interpreter,  he  sings  in 
his  native  tongue.  His  eyes  are  lights 
gleaming  in  a  face  darker  than  ours. 
Though  we  cannot  understand  the  words, 
the  Spirit  is  there.  Next  comes  his  pray- 
er. The  language  he  speaks  could  be 
Japanese,  German,  Latin,  Spanish,  or 
Greek.  Anyway,  it  is  foreign  to  us. 

Suddenly,  our  minds  click!  We  are 
ejected  from  our  little  nest  to  see  the 
world  beyond.  Why,  that  man  is  talking 
to  my  Lord!  And  most  amazing,  my 
Lord  can  really  understand  him  as  well 
as  He  understands  me! 

It  has  been  said  a  picture  is  worth  a 
thousand  words.  But  live  flesh  and  blood 
is  worth  a  thousand  pictures. 

Our  Lord  is  Lord  of  all  people  from 
all  nations,-  no  matter  how  rich,  how 
poor;  no  matter  what  color  skin  or  hair,- 
no  matter  how  intelligent  or  unintelli- 
gent. He  is  Lord  of  all.  Our  mission- 
aries and  Mission  Board  have  been  try- 
ing to  pound  that  into  our  heads  all  the 
time,  but  all  our  minds  would  accept 
were  vague  terms  and  generalities.  Now 
it  is  made  vivid. 

These  aren't  abstracts  or  blurred  pic- 
tures on  a  poster  we  are  trying  to  reach 
through  our  mission  program,  but  real 
people— people  who  have  emotions,  de- 
sires, and  needs.  People  who  weren't 
fortunate  enough  to  be  raised  in  South- 
ern Christian  homes.  People  who  need 
Jesus  to  give  them  new  emotions,  new 
desires,  and  a  new  set  of  values. 

Now  that  we  have  seen  and  touched 
the  flesh  and  blood  evidence,  we  know 
better  how  to  pray  for  our  missionaries 
and  their  mission  to  proclaim  the  gospel 
to  "every  creature,"  and  "the  creatures" 
whom  they  reach. 

May  we  make  a  new  commitment  to 
support,  both  physically  and  prayerfully, 
with  greater  zeal  and  enthusiasm! 


God  is  not  merely,  as  some  believe, 
whatever  a  person  needs  at  a  given  time. 
God  does  not  change  to  fit  needs.  He 
remains  the  same,  and  fills  the  needs. 


THE  FREE  WILL  BAPTIST 


5 


Pleasant  Hill  Church  Honors 
Pastor's  Birthday  with  Party 


The  Rev.  and  Mrs.  W.  H.  Willis 
The  members  of  Pleasant  Hill  church 
on  Highway  43,  Greenville,  North  Caro- 
lina, honored  their  pastor,  the  Rev.  W. 
H.  Willis,  with  a  surprise  birthday  party 
in  the  fellowship  hall  of  the  church,  re- 
membering him  with  a  gift  for  apprecia- 
tion for  the  many  kind  deeds  and  the  in- 
fluence he  has  had  upon  us. 

We  thank  God  for  this  pastor  who  can 
share  our  joys  and  sorrows  and  setbacks 
and  accomplishments.  With  gladness  in 
our  hearts,  we  give  thanks  for  his  un- 
derstanding, his  touch  and  for  his  love 
and  encouragement. 

Our  revival  evangelist,  the  Rev.  J. 
Stuart  Humphrey,  who  was  our  speaker 
for  the  week,  joined  with  us  in  the  party 
as  well  as  the  Rev.  L.  B.  Barnette  and  his 
wife.  Everyone  had  a  wonderful  time,- 
and  above  all,  we  thank  God  and  praise 
His  name  for  the  spiritual  blessings  re- 
ceived. 

With  our  limited,  humble  minds,  we 
can  never  fully  express  what  we  mean,- 
but  God  who  looks  at  our  hearts  sees 
the  sincerity  with  which  we  say  today, 
tomorrow,  and  every  day  "Thanks  be  to 
God  for  our  pastor  and  his  wife— Dub 
and  Jane." 


Trent  FWB  Church 
Announces  Spring  Revival 

Trent  Free  Will  Baptist  Church  of  Mer< 
ritt,  North  Carolina,  will  hold  spring  re- 
vival services  during  the  week  of  May 
6-11.  The  Rev.  Rudy  Sheppard  of  Cove 
City  will  be  the  guest  evangelist.  Special 
singing  will  be  featured  nightly. 

The  Rev.  Willie  Stilley,  pastor,  and  the 
congregation  invite  you  to  come  to  the 
services  throughout  the  week.  They  ask 
that  you  be  much  in  prayer  that  this  will 
truly  be  a  great  revival  and  that  souls 
may  be  won  to  Christ. 

Homecoming  Planned  for  May  5 
At  Core  Creek  FWB  Church 

Core  Creek  Free  Will  Baptist  Church 
of  Cove  City,  North  Carolina,  will  hold 
its  annual  homecoming  on  May  5.  Fol- 
lowing the  worship  service,  a  picnic 
lunch  will  be  served  by  the  church. 

Friends,  former  pastors,  and  members 
are  invited  to  come  and  to  worship  on 
this  special  occasion. 

Robert's  Grove  to  Host 
Musical  Program  on  May  5 

The  Foundation's  Quartet  from  Pike- 
ville,  North  Carolina,  will  present  a 
musical  program  at  Robert's  Grove  Origi- 
nal Free  Will  Baptist  Church,  Route  1, 
Dunn,  North  Carolina,  on  Sunday  night, 
May  5.   The  program  will  begin  at  7:30. 

The  public  is  invited  to  attend. 

Revival  Services  in  Progress 
At  Hillsberry  FWB  Church 

Revival  services  are  being  held  this 
week,  April  19-May  3,  at  the  Hillsberry 
Free  Will  Baptist  Church.  The  guest 
evangelist  is  the  Rev.  W.  L.  Bronson  of 
Wilmington,  North  Carolina.  He  is  the 
pastor  of  the  Wilmington  Free  Will  Bap- 
tist Church. 

Services  begin  each  evening  at  7:45 
with  the  pastor  of  Hillsberry  church,  the 
Rev.  Ronnie  Parker,  assisting  Mr.  Bron- 
son. 

The  public  is  invited  to  attend  the  ser- 
vices. Your  prayers  are  asked  that  God 
will  bless  these  activities. 


Revival  Scheduled  at  Palmer 
Memorial  Church  for  May  6-10 

Revival  services  will  be  held  at  the 
Palmer  Memorial  Free  Will  Baptist 
Church,  Raleigh,  North  Carolina,  on  May 
6-10  with  the  Rev.  Mac  Wallace  of  Dur- 
ham, North  Carolina,  serving  as  guest 
evangelist.  The  revival  services  will  be- 
gin each  evening  at  7:30,  with  the  pas- 
tor of  Palmer  Memorial  church,  the  Rev. 
R.  W.  Allman,  assisting. 

Special  singing  will  be  featured.  The 
public  is  cordially  invited  to  attend. 


Revival  Services  Slated 

At  First  FWB  Church,  Wilson 


The  Rev.  Davie  Brinson 


Revival  services  will  begin  at  First 
Free  Will  Baptist  Church,  Wilson,  on  Sun- 
day night,  May  12  and  continue  through 
Wednesday  night,  May  15. 

Evangelist  for  the  revival  will  be  the 
Rev.  Davie  Brinson,  pastor  of  St.  Mary's 
Free  Will  Baptist  Church,  Lucama,  North 
Carolina,  assisted  by  the  pastor,  the  Rev. 
C.  F.  Bowen. 

Special  music  will  be  presented  each 
evening,  along  with  spirited  congrega- 
tional singing  led  by  the  pastor.  All  are 
invited  to  attend  these  services  and  to 
pray  earnestly  for  their  success. 


Coming  Events  . .  . 

May  4— Christian  Music  Festival,  10  A.  M. 
—5  P.  M.;  and  Dedication  of  Eagles 
Nest  Conference  Center,  12  Noon; 
Mount  Olive 

May  9-North  Carolina  State  Woman's 
Auxiliary  Convention,  Oak  Grove  Free 
Will  Baptist  Church  located  between 
Elizabethtown  and  Bladenboro,  North 
Carolina 
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Missionaries  Report 
from  Quemado 


(Here  she  stands  in  the  doorway  of  the 
classroom.) 


Missionaries  Vance  Link  and  James 
Timmons  stand  in  front  of  the  student 
dorm  of  the  Free  Will  Baptist  Bible  Insti- 
tute. Vance  is  the  carpenter  for  the 
renovation  program  going  on. 

The  appearance  of  the  inside  of  the 
dorm  has  changed  quite  a  bit.  A  hall 
has  been  added,  a  room  divided,  addi- 
tional bath  facilities  added,  and  the  en- 
tire inside  has  been  paneled.  The  stu- 
dents are  very  appreciative  of  all  the  im- 
provements made  in  their  behalf. 


Bang!  Bang!  The  "wrecking  crew" 
was  working  nicely  until  two  of  its 
members  stepped  on  nails.  (Ouch!)  Jim- 
my Timmons  (not  pictured)  had  previous- 
ly dismantled  the  old  shower  building 
"board  by  board."  Those  pictured  above 
were  finishing  the  work  on  a  Saturday. 
They  are  Danny,  Sharon,  Ruth  and  Beth 
Timmons,  and  Paul  Link. 


$ 


Mary  Timmons  can  be  seen  every  Sat- 
urday in  the  Chapel  and  in  the  classroom 
as  she  cleans  them  for  the  Sunday  ser- 
vices on  the  campus  of  the  Institute. 


First  Quarter 
Contributions  to 
Home  Missions 

North  Carolina  Woman's 

Auxiliary 
Barnes  Hill  Church 
Bethany  Church 
Black  Jack 
Bridgeton 
Calvary 

Community  Church,  Weldon 

Mrs.  R.  R.  Case 

Core  Creek  Sunday  School 

Core  Creek  Church 

Crab  Point 

Dublin  Grove  Ladies  Aid 
Rev.  and  Mrs.  Lester  Duncan 
Third  Eastern  Youth  Fellowship 
Eastwood,  Fayetteville 
Everett  Chapel  Sunday  School 
Everett  Chapel  Ladies  Auxiliary 
Faith,  Morehead  City 
Fifth  Union  Meeting,  Eastern 
Friendship  League 


296.39 

100.00 
47.23 

273.29 
25.67 

150.00 
28.59 
10.00 
20.00 
10.00 

137.44 
12.00 
40.00 
50.00 

925.00 
20.00 
20.00 

174.00 
15.00 
15.30 


Gefhsemane 

30.00 

Free  Union  Church,  Walstonburg 

110.00 

John  M.  Furlough,  Jr. 

2.5.00 

Rev.  Roy  C.  Futrelle 

35.00 

First  Union  Western  Conference 

100.00 

First  Church  of  Goldsboro 

200.00 

Grant's  Chapel 

20.00 

Cora  Mitchell  Sunday  School, 

Goldsboro 

25.00 

Hickory  Chapel  Church 

114.96 

Hickory  Grove 

20.00 

Holly  Springs 

225.00 

Hull  Road  * 

120.00 

Rev.  R.  H.  Jackson 

20.00 

Eula  Jones 

20.00 

Kings  Cross  Roads 

11.69 

Lee's  Chapel  Sunday  School 

398.37 

Marsh  Swamp 

97.47 

Mrs.  H.  G.  Mendenhall 

20.00 

May's  Chapel 

100.00 

Memorial  Chapel,  Middlesex 

50.00 

Maury 

20.00 

Oak  Grove,  Vanceboro 

10.50 

Owens  Chapel 

100.00 

Pilgrims  Home 

55.00 

Pleasant  Grove,  Erwin 

200.00 

Pleasant  Hill 

150.00 

Piedmont  Conference 

50.05 

Pleasant  Plain 

77.50 

Powhatan  Church 

133.25 

Rains  Cross  Roads 

75.00 

Burkette  Raper 

5.00 

Riverside 

150.00 

Roberts  Grove 

25.00 

Rose  Hill 

15.00 

Sandy  Plain 

53.07 

Selma 

62.50 

Shady  Grove 

100.00 

Sherron  Acres 

264.00 

Shiloh 

102.26 

St.  Mary's  Bible  Class 

35.00 

St.  Mary's  Church,  Kenly 

100.00 

St.  Mary's  Auxiliary,  New  Bern 

126.43 

Snow  Hill  Auxiliary 

20.00 

Sound  View 

60.15 

Grayson  Spencer 

100.00 

Spring  Branch 

22.50 

Sweet  Gum  Grove  Auxiliary 

15.00 

Tarboro  First  Church 

50.00 

Union  Chapel 

69.25 

Victory  Mission 

23.09 

Watkins  Comm.  Mission 

150.00 

Wardens  Grove 

47.03 

West  Clinton 

100.00 

Second  Western  Sunday  School 

Convention 

48.34 

White  Oak  Church 

25.00 

Wintprvillp  Sundav  Srhnol 

50.00 

Wootens  Chapel 

92.50 

$6,894.82 

-submitted  by  Taylor  Hill,  Director- 
Treasurer,  1207  Arsenal  Avenue,  Fay- 
etteville, N.  C.  28305 
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MOUNT  OLIVE.  NORTH  CAROLINA 

CHRISTIAN  MUSIC  FESTIVAL 


World  Singers 


The  Young  World  Singers  is  one  of  the 
groups  that  will  be  participating  in  the 
Christian  Music  Festival  to  be  held  at 
Eagles  Nest  Conference  Center  on  Satur- 
day, May  4,  1974.  The  members  of  the 
group,  from  left  to  right,  are  Howard 
Duzan  of  Plymouth,  Phil  McCandless  of 
Vanceboro,  Bass  Mitchell  of  New  Bern, 
Leon  Page  of  New  Bern,  Cindy  Morris  of 
Vanceboro,  Sandra  Morris  of  Vanceboro 
and  Brenda  Morris  of  New  Bern. 

There  will  be  seven  other  groups  par- 
ticipating in  this  program  of  gospel  mu- 
sic and  Christian  testimony  which  will 
begin  at  10  a.m.  and  will  continue  until 
5  p.m.  At  12  noon  there  will  be  a  special 
Eagles  Nest  Dedication  Service.  The  pub- 
lic is  invited  to  attend  both  the  Music 
Festival  and  the  Dedication  Service. 
There  is  no  admission  charge  and  lunch 
will  be  catered  at  a  cost  of  $2  per  plate. 

Make  your  clans  now  to  be  a  part  of 
this  happening. 


Dedication  of 
Eagles  Nest 
Conference  Center 

W.  Burkette  Raper,  President 
Mount  Olive  College 

All  Free  Will  Baptists  are  encouraged 
to  attend  the  dedication  of  Eagles 
Nest  Conference  Center  on  Saturday, 
May  4,  at  12  noon  and  to  express  ap- 
preciation to  the  W.  P.  Kemp  Family  of 
Goldsboro,  North  Carolina,  for  this  gen- 
erous gift  to  Mount  Olive  College. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  W.  P.  Kemp  Sr.  and  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  W.  P.  Kemp  Jr.  will  each  be 
present,  and  this  occasion  is  an  oppor- 
tunity for  Free  Will  Baptists  to  say 
"thank  you"  for  one  of  the  most  valu- 
able gifts  ever  made  to  an  institution 
in  our  church. 

EaeKs  Nest,  formerly  known  as  Camp 
Tuscarora  near  Dudley,  North  Carolina, 


is  a  fifty-acre  site  of  beautiful  camp- 
grounds with  a  five-acre  lake.  It  is 
equipped  with  a  large  dining  area,  out- 
door chapel,  amphitheater,  and  cabins 
adequate  for  75  persons.  The  camp  rep- 
resents a  gift  in  excess  of  $100,000. 

The  property  will  be  used  for  youth 
camps,  spiritual  life  retreats,  various 
kinds  of  conferences,  recreation,  and 
educational  purposes.  It  is  available  to 
churches,  youth  groups,  scouts,  educa- 
tional, and  business  organizations. 

The  dedication  service  will  be  part  of 
a  Christian  Music  Festival  beginning  at 
10  a.m.  and  continuing  until  5  p.m. 
Those  attending  are  encouraged  to  bring 
folding  chairs  or  blankets  for  sitting. 
Lunch  will  be  catered  for  $2  but  those 
who  wish  may  bring  a  picnic  lunch. 
Tables  and  soft  drinks  will  be  available. 

Let's  make  May  4  a  good  and  glad 
day  for  Free  Will  Baptists! 


The  College  Cordially 
Invites  All  Friends 

Saturday,  May  4,  10  a.m.— 5  p.m. 
Christian  Music  Festival  at  Eagles  Nest 
Conference  Center 

May  4,  12  noon-12:30  p.m. 

Dedication  of  Eagles  Nest  Conference 
Center  and  Expression  of  Apprecia- 
tion to  the  W.  P.  Kemp  Family  for 
gift  of  this  property 

Friday,  May  10,  Graduation  Events 
4  p.m.  Commencement  Worship  Service 
First  Presbyterian  Church,  Mount 
Olive,  North  Carolina 
Frank  R.  Harrison,  College  Chaplain 

7  p.m.  Graduation,  Lawn  on  New  Cam- 
pus 

Speaker,  The  Honorable  Sam  D.  Bundy 
Member  of  North  Carolina  House  of 

Representatives  and  Mount  Olive 

College  Board  of  Trustees 

Saturday,  June  15,  7  p.m.,  Downtown 
Campus 

Dinner  honoring  the  Rev.  Lloyd  Ver- 
non, president  of  Mount  Olive  Col- 
lege, 1952-54. 

All  persons  attending  are  requested  to 
advise  the  College  in  advance  and  to 
send  a  contribution  to  the  Lloyd 
Vernon  Ministerial  Scholarship  Fund. 


THE  POLITICAL  SIDE 

The  great  wish:  For  the  exterminating 
crew  to  get  through  with  waterbugs  in 
Washington  and  get  back  to  government. 
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STUDENTS  VIEW  CHAPEL  PROGRESS 


Linda  Carter  of  Warrenton  (left),  Cathy  Wallace  of  Mount  Olive  and  Charles  Chappel- 

ear  of  Farmville,  all  students  from  North  Carolina,  pause  to  view  construction  progress  on 
the  Mount  Olive  College  chapel. 

THE  MOUNT  OLIVE  COLLEGE  CHAPEL  PROJECT 
NEEDS  YOUR  HELP 


The  building  which  Free  Will  Baptists 
have  long  said  they  wanted  at  Mount 
Olive  College  is  moving  rapidly  toward 
completion.  A  beautiful  chapel  crowned 
with  a  Christian  cross  is  taking  shape 
weekly  in  the  very  center  of  the  110- 
acre  campus.  Earlier  it  was  hoped  that 
the  chapel  would  be  finished  in  time  for 
graduation  on  May  10,  but  delays  in  the 
delivery  of  equipment  and  materials 
have  moved  the  anticipated  completion 
date  to  mid-summer. 

Students  arriving  in  August  for  the 
1974-75  academic  year  will  find  the  Col- 
lege better  prepared  than  ever  to  facili- 
tate their  spiritual  growth.  "We  wanted 


a  special  place  for  the  worship  of  God 
twenty  years  ago  when  the  College  open- 
ed in  Mount  Olive,"  President  W.  Bur- 
kette  Raper  declared,  "but  it  was  not 
until  1972  when  Mrs.  Sarah  C.  Rodgers 
of  Wilson,  North  Carolina,  made  a  lead- 
ing gift  of  $60,000  that  churches  and 
individuals  really  took  the  project 
seriously  by  making  meaningful  pledges 
and  gifts." 

As  of  April,  52  churches  have  made 
pledges  to  the  chapel,  which  means  that 
four  churches  out  of  five  have  not  yet 
made  a  pledge.  Additional  funds  are 
needed,  and  there  is  still  time  for  church- 
es, Sunday  schools,  families,  and  indi- 


viduals to  make  gifts  and  pledges.  "Our 
basic  plan  has  been  to  find  those  donors 
who  would  make  a  commitment  of  $500 
or  $1,000  payable  over  a  period  of  one 
to  five  years,"  President  Raper  explain- 
ed. "Almost  every  church  in  our  de- 
nomination could  give  $100  -  $200  per 
year  for  this  purpose,  and  in  five  years 
that  would  toral  $500  to  $1,000,  and 
many  individuals  could  do  likewise.  We 
hope  that  those  who  have  not  yet  re- 
sponded will  do  so  now." 

Churches  with  Pledges  of  $1,000  or 
More 

Black  Jack  church,  Bobby  Bazen,  pastor 
Casey's  Chapel  church,  Edward  Miles, 
pastor 

Core  Creek  church,  Carol  B.  Hansley,  pas- 
tor 

Davis  church 

Deep  Run  church,  Melvin  Everington, 
pastor 

Elm  Grove  church,  Kemery  Ard,  pastor 
Faith  church,  Noah  Brown,  pastor 
Fourth  Union  of  Central  Conference 
Free  Union  Sunday  school,  C.  L.  Patrick, 
pastor 

Goldsboro,  First  church,  Earl  Glenn,  pas- 
tor 

Gum  Swamp  church,  Stewart  Humphrey, 
pastor 

Hopewell  church,  Edmund  Gonzalez,  pas- 
tor 

Hull  Road  church 

Kenly  Sunday  school,  James  V.  Joyner, 
pastor 

Kinston,  First  church,  William  Futch,  pas- 
tor (adult  classes) 

Little  Rock  church,  DeWayne  Eakes,  pas- 
tor 

Marsh  Swamp  Sunday  school,  Adrian 
Grubbs,  pastor 

Mount  Zion  church,  E.  E.  Edwards,  pas- 
tor 

Northeast  church,  A.  B.  Bryan,  pastor 
Oak  Grove  church,  C.  Felton  Godwin,  pas- 
tor 

Pleasant  Hill  church,  C.  M.  Coats,  pastor 
Powhatan  church,  Melvin  T.  Moore,  pas- 
tor 

Rains  Cross  Roads  church,  Preston  Smith, 
pastor 

Riverside,  Joe  Johnson,  pastor 
Saint  Mary's  church,  Davie  Brinson,  pas- 
tor 

Saint  Paul's  church,  C.  Felton  Godwin, 
pastor 

Sandy  Plain  Adult  Sunday  School  class, 

Gary  Bailey,  supply  pastor 
Selma  church,  Ray  Wells,  pastor 
Sherron  Acres  church,  Harold  "Mac"  Wal- 
lace, pastor 

(continued  on  page  ten) 
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BIBLE  TIMES 

ANIMALS 


by  Mrs.  Royce  Matthews 
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Ape 

Deer 

Leviathan 

Unicorn 

Badger 

Dog 

Lion 

Weasel 

Bear 

Dragon 

Mice 

Whale 

Bat 

Dromedary 

Mole 

Wolves 

Boar 

Fox 

Oxen 

Bullock 

Goat 

Ram 

Use  remaining 

Camel 

Hart 

Scorpion 

letters  and  find 

Cattle 

Horse 

Sheep 

the  way  to 

Chameleon 

Lamb 

Snail 

salvation. 

Colt 

Leopard 

Swine 

Find  and  circle  the  names  of  animals  found  in  the  puzzle.  They  may  be  vertical, 
horizontal,  or  diagonal,  and  may  be  spelled  forward  or  backward.  The  answers  will 
appear  in  the  next  issue  of  "The  Free  Will  Baptist." 


FAMILY  FIRESIDE 

(continued  from  page  four) 
To  Listen  To  You  Five  Times  Today!" 

It  was  at  the  close  of  a  Lord's  Day,  and 
Dr.  Harry  A.  Ironside  had  been  busy  in 
the  King's  business.  Five  times  had  he 
spoken.  On  the  way  home— how  human 
it  all  was— a  simple  question  of  Mrs.  Iron- 
side was  turned  aside  with  irritation.  The 
Holy  Spirit  quickly  convicted  this  man  of 
God.  Contritely,  he  asked  his  wife's  for- 
giveness with,  "Forgive  me.  I  am  quite 
tired.  Remember,  I  have  preached  five 
times  today."    And  then  came  the  answer: 


"Yes,  dear,  I  know;  but  remember,  I  have 
had  to  listen  to  you  five  times  today!"— 
Moody  Monthly. 

Prayer  Thought 
Our  love  toward  one  another  will  enable 
us  to  sympathize  with  each  others'  prob- 
lems and  forgive  our  fellowmen  in  their 
trying  difficulties  and  daily  anxieties. 

(Devotions  used  by  permission,  Knight's 
Master  Book  of  New  Illustrations,  Eerd- 
mans  Press.) 


Only  God  knows  the  endings  from  the 
beginnings. 


Mount  Olive  News 

(continued  from  page  nine) 

Stoney  Creek  church,  Fred  Rivenbark, 
pastor 

Tarboro,  First  church 

Union  Grove  Young  Adult  Sunday  School 
Class,  John  Melancon,  pastor 

Whaley's  Chapel  Adult  Men's  Sunday 
School  Class,  Lloyd  Vernon,  pastor 

Winterville  church,  Jack  Mayo,  pastor 

Wooten's  Chapel  church,  J.  B.  Caton,  pas- 
tor 

Churches  with  Pledges  of  $500 

Eastwood  church,  Taylor  Hill,  pastor 

Free  Union  Church  Adult  Men's  Class, 
Robert  Rollins,  pastor 

King's  Cross  Roads  church,  John  R.  Wil- 
liams Jr.,  pastor 

Reedy  Branch  Couples  Class,  Willis  Wil- 
son, pastor 

Smithfield,  First  church,  L.  B.  Woodall, 
pastor 

Union  Grove  church,  Adult  Classes,  John 

Melancon,  pastor 
Verona  Woman's  Auxiliary,  Verona 
Welcome  Home  Sunday  School,  Frank 

Brinson,  pastor 

Other  Churches  Making  Pledges 
($499  or  less) 

Friendship  church,  Terry  R.  Woodard, 
pastor 

Mount  Zion  Teenage  Sunday  School 
Class,  E.  E.  Edwards,  pastor 

Otters  Creek  church,  Foy  C.  Futrelle,  pas- 
tor 

Saint  Mary's  church  (New  Bern) 
Sarecta  church,  Kenansville,  S.  A.  Smith, 
pastor 

Wilson  Fellowship  Sunday  School  Class, 

C.  F.  Bowen,  pastor 
Winterville  Church  Leagues,  Jack  Mayo, 

pastor 

Winterville  Church  Young  Woman's  Aux- 
iliary, Jack  Mayo 

Individuals  and  Families 

In  addition  to  churches,  more  than 
145  individuals  and  families  have  made 
pledges  to  the  chapel  project  and  their 
names  are  being  carefully  recorded  for 
proper  recognition  and  preservation  in 
the  permanent  records  of  the  chapel. 


One  of  the  duties  of  an  administrator 
is  to  write  letters  of  recommendation. 
One  administrator  was  at  a  loss  to  know 
what  to  write  concerning  a  certain  em- 
ployee, so  he  wrote  the  following: 

"Gentlemen:  When  you  come  to 
know  this  employee  as  we  know  him, 
you  will  come  to  appreciate  him  as  we 
appreciate  him." 
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QUESTIONS 
BIBLE  ANSWERS 

Conducted  by  J.  P.  BARROW 
Route  1,  Box  475,  LaGrange,  North  Carolina  28551 


Question:  What  does  it  mean  for  one 
to  be  twice  dead? 

Answer:  One  is  dead  spiritually  when 
he  is  born  into  this  world.  Adam  and 
Eve  sinned.  They  constituted  the  race  at 
that  time;  therefore,  the  whole  race  sin- 
ned. God  had  warned  them  that  if  they 
partook  of  the  forbidden  fruit  they 
would  surely  die.  They  acted  contrarily 
to  God  and  His  admonition;  hence  Cain, 
Abel,  Seth  and  all  their  brothers  and 
sisters,  including  us,  were  born  phys- 
ically, into  a  state  of  spiritual  death. 
"But  of  the  tree  of  the  knowledge  of 
good  and  evil,  thou  shalt  not  eat  of  it: 
for  in  the  day  that  thou  eatest  thereof 
thou  shalt  surely  die"  (Genesis  2:17); 
"But  of  the  fruit  of  the  tree  which  is  in 
the  midst  of  the  garden,  God  hath  said, 
Ye  shall  not  eat  of  it,  neither  shall  ye 
touch  it,  lest  ye  die.  .  .  .  And  unto  Adam 
he  said,  Because  thou  hast  hearkened 
unto  the  voice  of  thy  wife,  and  hast 
eaten  of  the  tree,  of  which  I  command- 
ed thee,  saying,  Thou  shalt  not  eat  of  it: 
cursed  is  the  ground  for  thy  sake;  in 
sorrow  shalt  thou  eat  of  it  all  the  days 
of  thy  life;  ...  In  the  sweat  of  thy  face 
shalt  thou  eat  bread,  till  thou  return 
unto  the  ground;  for  out  of  it  wast  thou 
taken:  for  dust  thou  art,  and  unto  dust 
shalt  thou  return"  (Genesis  3:3,  17,  19); 
"But  he  that  sinneth  against  me  wrong- 
eth  his  own  soul:  all  they  that  hate  me 
love  death"  (Proverbs  8:36);  "Where- 
fore, as  by  one  man  sin  entered  into  the 
world,  and  death  by  sin;  and  so  death 
passed  upon  all  men,  for  that  all  have 
sinned:  .  .  .  Nevertheless  death  reigned 
from  Adam  to  Moses,  even  over  them 
that  had  not  sinned  after  the  similitude 
of  Adam's  transgression,  who  is  the 
figure  of  him  that  was  to  come"  (Ro- 
mans 5:12,  14);  "For  since  by  man  came 
death,  by  man  came  also  the  resurrec- 
tion of  the  dead.  For  as  in  Adam  all  die, 
even  so  in  Christ  shall  all  be  made  alive" 
(1  Corinthians  15:21,  22). 

Sin  in  the  race,  like  sin  in  the  indi- 
vidual's life,  changes  the  whole  of  life 


for  those  who  sin.  Adam  and  Eve,  fresh 
from  the  hand  of  God's  creative  act  and 
pure  as  the  morning  light,  walking  in 
fellowship  with  God,  loving  and  enjoying 
God  and  His  creation  with  a  perfect  love, 
became  vagabonds  when  they  sinned  one 
time. 

The  new  Christian  freshly  born  from 
above,  a  child  of  heaven,  loving  God  and 
all  His  creation  and  enjoying  it,  can  in- 
stantly be  thrown  out  of  fellowship  with 
Christ  and  out  of  harmony  with  all  His 
good  things  when  once  he  turns  from 
God  and  an  obedient  walk  with  Him. 
This  happens  as  soon  as  he  obeys  Satan 
and  disobeys  God  as  expressed  in  His 
holy  Word.  Despair,  distrust,  greed, 
love  of  this  world,  giving  vent  to  the 
natural  appetites  of  the  flesh— all  are 
apt  to  soon  follow  if  such  a  one  is  not 
soon  restored  by  confessing  his  sin  and 
returning  to  a  chaste  life  in  Christ. 

Jude  discusses  briefly  the  type  that 
evidently  the  questioner  has  in  mind. 
Read  this  from  the  book  of  the  New  Tes- 
tament bearing  his  name.  The  follow- 
ing is  a  summation. 

These  men  have  evidently  gone  beyond 
God's  line  of  rescue.  From  of  old  they 
were  ordained  to  condemnation  (v.  4). 
They,  like  the  wicked  people  who  were 
delivered  from  Egypt  and  destroyed  in 
God's  judgment,  are  destined  for  de- 
struction through  God's  judgment.  Like 
the  angels  that  fell  when  Satan  fell,  they 
were  once  secured  under  God's  protect- 
ing influence.  But,  under  the  devil's 
leadership,  they  turned  from  God;  so 
now  they  await  God's  destructive  judg- 
ment at  the  great  white  throne  (v.  5,  6). 
Also  they  are  regarded  by  God  as  He  re- 
garded Sodom  and  Gomorrah  when  Abra- 
ham pled  for  them  (v.  7).  They  misuse 
the  flesh  in  developing  sinful  appetites 
and  leaving  the  commandments  of  God 
to  do  so  (v.  8);  or  they  pattern  after  the 
devil  when  he  argued  with  Michael  about 
Moses'  body  (v.  9);  or  they  speak  evil  of 
dignitaries  (v.  10).  They  pattern  their 
activities  after  those  of  Cain  who  per- 


sisted in  evil  (v.  11).  These  corrupt  the 
Jews'  religious  feasts,  etc.:  "These  are 
spots  in  your  feasts  of  charity,  when 
they  feast  with  you,  feeding  themselves 
without  fear:  clouds  they  are  without 
water,  carried  about  of  winds,-  trees 
whose  fruit  withereth,  without  fruit, 
twice  dead,  plucked  up  by  the  roots" 
(v.  12).  They  nave  gone  so  far  that  the 
raging  sea  well  illustrates  their  uncon- 
trolled passions  (v.  13). 

Some  light  on  this  may  be  seen  in  the 
following:  "But  the  wicked  are  like  the 
troubled  sea,  when  it  cannot  rest,  whose 
waters  cast  up  mire  and  dirt.  There  is 
no  peace,  saith  my  God,  to  the  wicked" 
(Isaiah  57:20,  21);  "The  heart  is  deceit- 
ful above  all  things,  and  desperately 
wicked:  who  can  know  It?"  (Jeremiah 
17:9).  The  Bible  speaks  of  the  wicked 
as  those  doomed  in  the  second  death. 
"And  death  and  hell  were  cast  into  the 
lake  of  fire.  This  is  the  second  death" 
(Revelation  20:14);  "But  the  fearful,  and 
unbelieving,  and  the  abominable,  and 
murderers,  and  whoremongers,  and  sor- 
cerers, and  idolaters,  and  all  liars,  shall 
have  their  part  in  the  lake  which  burneth 
with  fire  and  brimstone:  which  is  the 
second  death"  (Revelation  21:8). 

Anyone  not  sufficiently  concerned  to 
have  prepared  by  meeting  the  require- 
ments suggested  in  John  3:14-17,  Acts 
16:31,  and  John  3:16  should  read  the 
description  of  those  falling  victims  of 
the  second  death  in  Revelation  20:14  and 
21:8  (quoted  above).  He  should  deter- 
mine if  he  would  like  to  spend  eternity 
with  this  kind  and  also  in  the  kind  of 
environment  here  described. 

"0  the  death  of  the  riches  both  of  the 
wisdom  and  knowledge  of  God!  how  un- 
searchable are  his  judgments,  and  his 
ways  past  finding  out!  For  who  hath 
known  the  mind  of  the  Lord?  or  who  hath 
been  his  counsellor?  Or  who  hath  first 
given  to  him,  and  it  shall  be  recompensed 
unto  him  again?  For  of  him,  and  through 
him,  and  to  him,  are  all  things:  to  whom 
be  glory  for  ever.  Amen"  (Romans  11: 
33-36). 


A  NOTE  OF  THANKS 

My  mother,  Mrs.  M.  A.  Woodard, 
would  like  me  to  thank  each  of  you  for 
having  continued  to  remember  her  dur- 
ing her  illness.  Your  many  cards  and 
gifts  of  money  have  been  greatly  appre- 
ciated. 

Please  continue  to  remember  my 
mother  in  your  prayers. 

—Rachel  Woodard  Gorsuch 
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STORIES 

for  our  youth 


TIMMY'S 
VISIT 

BUT  I'm  afraid!  Timmy  told  himself. 
He  stopped  at  the  kitchen  door. 
Looking  through  the  screen,  all  he  could 
see  was  a  solid  wall  of  blackness.  He 
shivered. 

Timmy  was  visiting  his  grandparents 
for  the  Mother's  Day  weekend.  Again 
he  stared  through  the  screen  at  the  dark- 
ness, and  again  he  shivered.  Was  it 
only  one  minute  ago  that  his  grand- 
mother had  asked  him  to  run  out  to  see 
if  she  had  closed  the  gate  to  the  chicken 
pen? 

"I  know  what  I  will  do,"  he  whisper- 
ed. "I  don't  want  Grandma  to  know 
I'm  not  really  brave.  I  don't  want  her 
to  know  that  I  am  terribly  afraid  of  the 
dark  here  on  the  farm." 

Stepping  out  on  the  porch,  Timmy  let 
the  door  close  just  loud  enough  for 
Grandma  to  hear  it.  Then  he  shrank 
back  against  the  wall  of  the  house  and 
waited.  His  heart  pounded.  He  shiver- 
ed again.  He  was  sure  there  were  a 
million  "goose  bumps"  all  over  him  now. 

Thinking  at  last  that  he  had  stayed 
out  long  enough,  Timmy  opened  the  door 
and  stepped  back  into  the  kitchen,  again 
letting  the  door  close  loudly. 

"Have  you  closed  the  gate,  Timmy?" 
called  Grandmother  from  the  living 
room. 

Timmy  swallowed  hard.  "Yes,"  he 
answered  in  muffled  tones. 

Thumpl  Thump!  pounded  Timmy's 
heart  so  hard  that  he  felt  choked.  - 

All  evening  Timmy  was  restless.  He 
tried  putting  a  puzzle  together.  After 
two  minutes  he  put  it  away  and  picked 
up  the  new  book  his  grandmother  had 
bought  him  that  day.  He  read  two  pages 
and  then  laid  it  down. 

Timmy  say  his  grandmother  glance  at 


him  several  times,  and  again  his  heart 
went  thump!  thump!  His  face  felt  pale. 

I  just  know  Grandma  can  see  that 
something  is  wrong,  Timmy  told  himself, 
feeling  worse  by  the  minute.  It  feels 
worse  by  the  minute.  It  feels  as  if  the 
lie  I  told  is  written  right  on  my  face  for 
Grandma  to  see— just  as  plain  as  day! 

That  night  Timmy  didn't  sleep  well  in 
his  upstairs  bedroom.  The  next  morn- 
ing when  the  roosters  awakened  him 
with  their  crowing,  he  ran  to  the  window 
and  looked  down  at  the  chicken  pen. 

The  gate  was  wide  open.  He  couldn't 
see  a  single  chicken  moving  in  the  pen. 
Then  he  gasped.  Something  which  look- 
ed like  a  heap  of  white  feathers  was  ly- 
ing near  the  gate.  He  knew  as  well  as 
anything  what  it  was! 

"Grandma  told  me  a  wild  animal  might 
come  in  the  night,"  Timmy  whispered. 
"Now  the  chickens  are  all  dead!" 

A  big  lump  came  into  Timmy's  throat. 
He  wanted  to  find  a  place  to  hide.  He 
wished  his  father  and  his  mother  would 
come  for  him  that  very  minute. 

Turning  from  the  window,  Timmy  saw 
his  little  Bible  with  the  red  ribbon  mark- 
er. 

I  promised  Mother  I  would  read  a 
verse  each  day,  he  reminded  himself.  I 
guess  I  had  better  read  one  before  I 
forget. 

He  opened  the  Bible  where  the  red 
ribbon  was.  The  verse  he  read  was, 
"What  time  I  am  afraid,  I  will  trust  in 
thee"  (Psalm  56:3). 

Timmy  thought  hard.  Why,  if  I  had 
trusted  Jesus  to  take  care  of  me  in  the 
dark,  the  chickens  wouldn't  have  all 
been  killed,  he  told  himself.  Again  he 
thought  hard. 

"But  I  will  be  brave  now,"  he  whis- 
pered. "Jesus  will  help  me  to  be  brave. 
I'll  tell  Grandma  I  was  afraid  of  the  dark. 
I'll  tell  her  it  was  my  fault  the  chickens 
were  killed." 

Grandma  hugged  him  tightly  when 


Timmy  told  her  he  hadn't  gone  any  far- 
ther than  the  kitchen  door  because  he 
was  afraid  of  the  dark,  and  that  it  was 
his  fault  the  chickens  were  dead. 

"You  can  have  all  the  money  in  my 
bank  to  buy  some  more  chickens,"  Tim- 
my said  quickly. 

"It's  all  right,  Timmy,"  smiled  his 
grandmother.  "The  gate  was  shut. 
Grandpa  let  the  chickens  out  early  this 
morning.  The  one  you  saw  died  in  the 
night  because  it  was  sick.  But  you  are 
a  brave  boy,  Timmy.  To  make  wrong 
things  right  is  the  best  way  to  show  we 
want  to  be  brave." 

"I'm  glad  God  helped  me  to  choose 
His  way,"  Timmy  said.— The  Children's 
Friend. 


Jesus,  What  He  Did 
for  AAe 

by  Charles  Hardison 

Jesus  made  me  whole; 
He  sanctified  my  soul. 
He  redeemed  me  from  within 
And  took  away  my  sin. 
Now  I'll  always  know 
That  I  have  His  salvation  wherever  I  go. 
I'll  praise  and  glorify  Him  here  and  there. 
And  pray  that  the  unsaved  soon  will  care. 
I  love  Him  more  and  more  each  day. 
For  everyone  to  be  saved  is  what  I  pray. 
Now  I  know  at  night  as  I  lie  down  to 
rest, 

That  through  Jesus,  I  am  truly  blessed. 
Amen. 


ALL  THINGS 

Each  little  flower  that  opens, 
Each  little  bird  that  sings, 

God  made  their  glowing  colors,- 
He  made  their  tiny  wings. 

Yes,  all  things  bright  and  beautiful, 
All  creatures  great  and  small, 

And  all  things  wise  and  wonderful, 
The  Lord  God  made  them  all. 

—The  Young  Soldier. 
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MR.  SAMMY  WEEKS. 


CALVARY  CHURCH 
VISITS  HOME 

On  Sunday,  April  7,  at  5  p.m.,  mem- 
bers of  the  Calvary  Free  Will  Baptist 
Church  of  Wilson,  North  Carolina,  and 
their  minister,  the  Rev.  Dewey  Boling, 
arrived  on  the  campus  of  the  Children's 
Home.  After  visiting  for  sometime  with 
the  superintendent,  Mr.  Sam  Weeks,  the 
personnel  and  the  children,  they  took 
from  their  automobiles  boxes  of  food 
which  they  carried  to  the  dining  hall  and 
spread  on  tables  and  then  they  served 
supper  to  the  children  and  personnel  of 
the  Home. 


Members  of  the  Calvary  Free  Will  Bap- 
tist Church,  Wilson,  North  Carolina,  visit 
the  Home. 

Everyone  at  the  Home  enjoyed  the  food 
and  special  service  by  the  members  of 
the  Calvary  church.  They  called  it, 
"serving  refreshments."  If  that  was  re- 
freshments, it  would  have  been  some- 
thing to  see  a  full  meal  that  they  had 
preparedl 

After  everyone  of  the  Home  and  the 
Calvary  church  members  had  enjoyed 
this  very  fine  meal,  and  visiting  around 
on  the  campus,  at  the  sound  of  the 
chimes  from  the  Chapel  tower,  everyone 
gathered  into  Memorial  Chapel  for  the 
evening  service  at  7:30  p.m. 

The  service  was  opened  by  the  Chapel 
minister,  the  Rev.  David  W.  Hansley, 
who  then  turned  the  service  over  to  the 
Rev.  Dewey  Boling  and  the  Calvary 
church.  The  Youth  Choir  presented  a 
number  of  songs  and  a  special  message 
by  a  YFC  member.  During  the  service  a 
check  for  $45  was  presented  to  the 


Home  for  the  air  conditioning  project  of 
the  Deans  Cottage.  The  gift  was  appre- 
ciated by  all  at  the  Home,  especially  by 
the  children  who  live  in  the  Deans  Cot- 
tage—and they  gave  a  handclap  in  appre- 
ciation. 

At  this  time,  the  Rev.  Dewey  Boling 
entered  into  a  baptismal  service,  baptiz- 
ing three  candidates  from  Calvary  church 
and  three  children  from  the  Home.  It 
was  a  very  impressive  service. 

This  visit  by  Calvary  church  was  en- 
joyed by  all  of  us  at  the  Home  and  we 
extend  a  welcome  to  them  to  come  again 
soon. 

Since  visits  of  this  kind  by  our  church- 
es and  pastors  are  enjoyed  by  the  chil- 
dren and  all  at  the  Home  so  much,  we 
extend  to  all  our  churches  and  pastors 
an  invitation  to  visit  with  us  for  one  of 
the  evening  services  in  the  Chapel. 


Churches  and  Ministers 
Available 

( Note:  This  column  is  provided,  when 
needed,  for  any  church  that  is  seeking  a 
pastor  and  for  any  minister  who  is  seeking 
a  church  to  serve  and  would  like  to  give 
such  notice.  Please  send  the  necessary  in- 
formation to  the  editor  of  "The  Free  Will 
Baptist."  Each  notice  will  run  for  two  is- 
sues only.) 


The  Rev.  Arnold  Woodlief  of  410  West 
Milton  Avenue,  Marianna,  Florida  (tele- 
phone 904-112-482-4659)  announces  that 
he  is  available  for  revival  services  in 
North  Carolina  or  elsewhere.  He  writes, 
"The  first  great  need  in  every  church 
earnestly  seeking  a  revival  of  the  work 
of  God's  kingdom  is  a  richer  inflowing 
of  the  blessed  life  of  Jesus  Christ,  of  the 
life  He  is,  and  which  He  freely  and  gra- 
ciously communicates  to  His  children." 

at  the  Home  are  eternally  grateful  for 
this  and  all  other  contributions  being 
made  which  will  help  to  provide  a  bet- 
ter living  for  our  boys. 


CONTRIBUTION  TO 
BUILDING  FUND 

The  Hopewell  Free  Will  Baptist  Church 
of  Four  Oaks  held  a  rummage  sale  re- 
cently and  contributed  the  proceeds  to 
the  Children's  Home. 


EGG  HUNT 

Each  year  the  Aspen  Grove  Free  Will 
Baptist  Church  near  Fountain,  North 
Carolina,  treats  our  children  to  an  Easter 
egg  hunt.  This  year  the  Rev.  and  Mrs. 
Hubert  Burress  and  other  church  mem- 
bers came  on  Sunday  afternoon,  April 
7.  In  the  picture  you  can  see  the  chil- 
dren and  their  housemothers  searching 
for  the  hidden  eggs. 


The  Rev.  and  Mrs.  Edmund  Gonzalez 
and  church  members  are  shown  in  the 
photograph  presenting  the  gift  to  Mr. 
Weeks.  The  gift  was  a  check  for  $1,- 
197.55  designated  for  the  purpose  of 
the  Albemarle  Cottage  renovation  and/or 
the  building  of  a  new  cottage. 

This  was  certainly  a  significant  con- 
tribution and  one  which  reflects  that 
church's  dedication  to  God's  work.  We 


After  the  egg  hunt,  the  ladies  of  Aspen 
Grove  served  refreshments  in  the  Central 
Dining  Hall.  It  was  a  very  enjoyable  af- 
ternoon and  everyone  had  a  good  time. 


Modern  Sunday  school  student: 
"Mama,  don't  be  mad  at  Tom.  He 
couldn't  help  spilling  his  milk.  God  just 
pushed  the  wrong  button." 
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ST.  CLAIRE  BIBLE  CLAS«6"} 
THE  SUNDAY         fC  Z£?> 


SCHOOL  LE 


SSON^ 


FOR  MAY  12 


The  Gospel  Confronts 
Culture 

Lesson  Text:  Acts  19:18-20,  23-29 
Memory  Verse:  Acts  20:24 

I.  INTRODUCTION 

Culture  is  the  way  of  life  of  a  given 
area  and  may  change  from  one  area  to 
another.  The  culture  of  the  Orient  is 
vastly  different  from  that  of  the  Occi- 
dent, or  the  West.  There  are  as  many 
cultures  in  Europe  as  there  are  individual 
nations.  The  French  do  not  live  as  the 
English.  The  people  of  Spain  have  ways 
different  from  the  Germans.  Even  in 
the  Orient  cultures  differ  as  one  passes 
from  one  nation  to  another.  Though 
resembling  each  other,  the  Japanese 
have  customs  and  ways  much  different 
from  their  neighbors  in  China  or  Korea 
or  Indo-China. 

Even  in  America  we  have  different 
cultures.  In  the  so-called  "Bible  Belt" 
of  the  South  people  live  differently  than 
the  "Yankees"  of  the  North.  Our  food 
is  different;  there  is  a  difference  in  our 
attitude  toward  strong  drink,  use  of 
words,  and  religion.  Many  of  us  have 
been  taught  that  it  is  wrong  to  drink, 
to  use  "cuss"  words,  to  use  playing 
cards,  to  dance,  while  much  of  this  is 
accepted  in  other  areas  of  the  country  as 
being  perfectly  harmless. 

Time  changes  cultures;  so  does  trans- 
portation, moving  from  one  section  of 
the  country  to  another,  television,  and 
social  interrelations  of  other  kinds.  In 
the  memory  of  the  writer  it  was  once 
considered  wrong  for  a  woman  to  pur- 
chase Coca  Cola  in  public!— The  Advanced 
Quarterly  (F.W.B.). 

II.  HINTS  THAT  HELP 

A.  The  "social  gospel"  says  that  Chris- 
tians can  change  the  world  by  going  out 
and  taking  part  in  politics,  demonstrat- 
ing, etc.;  the  "fundamentalists"  say  that 
we  can  change  the  world  by  preaching 
the  gospel  and  as  men  believe  their  lives 


will  be  changed,  and  as  the  lives  of  men 
are  changed  society  will  be  changed. 

B.  It  has  been  said  that  everywhere 
Paul  went  he  caused  either  a  riot  or  a 
revival,  but  in  Ephesus  he  seemed  to  have 
caused  both  of  them:  first,  a  revival,  and 
then  a  riot  resulted. 

C.  Demetrius  stirred  up  the  people 
against  Paul.  His  decision  seemed  to  be 
based  on  one  thing  alone— profit.  Is  it 
possible  that  too  many  decisions  are 
made  in  our  society  today  not  on  what 
is  right  or  wrong  but  how  it  will  affect 
business? 

D.  A  minister  once  sent  a  New  Testa- 
ment to  the  binders  to  have  it  rebound. 
They  were  not  able  to  get  the  entire 
name  on  the  side  of  the  book,  so  the 
binder  used  abbreviations,  "TNT";  of 
course,  the  letters  stood  for  The  New 
Testament.  The  letters  "TNT"  looked 
ominous.  The  Bible  is  as  powerful  as 
any  explosive.  The  church  needs  to 
realize  what  great  power  God  has  placed 
in  their  hands  with  the  Bible. 

E.  What  does  man  have  to  gain  by  the 
so-called  "higher  criticism"  of  the  Bible? 
Don't  we  have  much  more  to  gain  by  try- 
ing to  understand  its  message  and  apply- 
ing its  truth  to  our  lives? 

-The  Bible  Teacher  (F.W.B.). 

III.  ADDITIONAL  TRUTHS 

A.  "On  a  tour  of  New  York  City,  I 
took  a  Roman  Catholic  friend  of  mine 
to  see  St.  Patrick's  Cathedral.  During 
our  visit  my  friend  came  to  the  altar  of 
the  saint  whose  name  he  took  at  bap- 
tism. While  I  waited,  he  lit  a  candle, 
knelt,  said  a  prayer,  and  put  his  coin  in 
the  appropriate  slot.  Then  as  we  con- 
tinued our  walk,  I  noticed  that  the  next 
altar  was  in  total  darkness.  Walking 
closer,  we  noted  that  a  sign  on  it  read, 
'Do  not  worship  at  this  altar;  it  is  out  of 
order.'  Momentarily  surprised,  I  said  to 
him,  'Aren't  you  lucky  that  your  saint 
was  in  order?' 

"The  Holy  Spirit  brought  to  my  mind 
the  verse,  'What?  Do  you  not  know  that 
your  body  is  the  shrine  of  the  Holy 
Spirit  .  .  .'  (see  1  Corinthians  6:19).  In 


the  Authorized  Version,  the  word  'shrine' 
is  translated  'temple,'  but  in  Greek  there 
are  two  words  for  temple:  Hieron,  which 
means  the  entire  building,  and  Naos, 
which  means  the  shrine  where  the  image! 
of  the  god  resided  in  pagan  temples.! 
Paul  tells  us  that  we  are  the  Naos,  the 
shrines  of  the  Holy  Spirit.  As  such,  we 
are  to  glorify  God.  The  altars  of  our 
lives  are  to  be  lighted  with  the  candles 
of  good  works:  'Let  your  light  so  shine 
before  men,  that  they  may  see  your 
good  works,  and  glorify  your  Father . .  .1 
(Matthew  5:16). 

"Not  only  did  the  Holy  Spirit  bring 
this  verse  of  Paul's  to  my  mind,  but  He 
posed  the  questions:  'As  people  see  your| 
life,  do  they  observe  that  your  altar  isj 
darkened,  devoid  of  all  good  works?  Do 
they  see  written  over  your  forehead, 
written  in  ink  which  only  they  can  see,, 
"Do  not  worship  at  this  shrine,-  it  is  out! 
of  order"?' 

"The  reason  the  world  ignores  us  is 
quite  simple:  there  are  too  many  shrines 
out  of  order."— Ralph  L.  Keiper,  in  Etern- 
ity, December,  1966  (adapted). 

B.  Spring  is  here  and  the  jelly  mak-j 
ing  season  is  fast  approaching.  In  homes 
where  this  is  not  yet  a  lost  art,  the  ber-  : 
ries  and  fruit  are  crushed  and  the  juice 
prepared  for  jelly.   In  its  present  state, 
unless  the  sweetened  juice  has  enough 
natural  pectin  in  it,  you  can  boil  and! 
boil  the  juice,  and  nothing  will  happen.; 
It  would  be  good  for  nothing  but  to  be? 
thrown  out  because  it  would  not  jell. 
But  with  the  addition  of  pectin  some- 
thing happens.  In  a  very  short  time  the  s 
juice  jells  and  a  very  useful  and  appe-J 
tizing  product  results. 

The  gospel  of  Christ  in  society  is  much 
like  the  pectin  in  jelly.  The  world  with- 
out Christ  leads  an  aimless  existence. 
Its  citizens  are  lost  without  eternal  hope. 
But  confronting  men,  the  gospel  has 
brought  and  will  continue  to  bring  about 
a  marvelous  change  in  their  lives.  When 
the  Apostle  Paul  entered  the  city  of 
Ephesus,  the  evidences  of  paganism  were 
everywhere.  Sorcery  was  a  common 
practice.  Idolatry  was  rampant.  This 
very  city  was  the  center  of  the  worship 
of  the  goddess  Diana.  But  Paul  knew 
the  transforming  power  of  the  gospel, 
and  so  he  preached.  Hearts  and  habits 
were  changed  by  the  gospel.  Hopeless 
despair  was  exchanged  for  the  hope  of 
eternal  life  as  men  and  women  commit- 
ted themselves  to  making  Jesus  Christ 
their  Lord. 

Thus  we  have  the  formula:  Lost  So- 
city  4-  Christians  =  Saved  Society.— 
Standard  Lesson  Commentary  (Adapted). 
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State  Woman's 
Auxiliary  Convention 

The  State  Woman's  Auxiliary  Conven- 
tion will  be  held  May  9,  1974,  at  the 
Oak  Grove  Free  Will  Baptist  Church, 
Bladenboro,  North  Carolina.  The  theme 
will  be  "Be  Strong  and  of  Good  Cour- 
age," with  Scripture  taken  from  Deuter- 
onomy 31:6.  The  theme  hymn  will  be 
"My  Saviour's  Love." 

Morning  Session 

9:30— Registration 
10:00-Hymn,  "The  Solid  Rock" 
—Invocation 

—Devotional,  Mrs.   Hattie  Adcox 
Bright 

10:20— Greetings,  Mrs.  Sterling  Duncan 

—Response,  Mrs.  Carl  Dudley 
10:25— President's  Message,  Mrs.  D.  W. 
Hancock 

10:30— Recognition  of  Personalities 

10:35— Business  Session 

10:45— Life  Membership  Award,  Mrs.  A. 

B.  Chandler 
10:55— Declamations,  Mrs.  D.  W.  Hansley 
11:15— Morning  Worship 

-Hymn,  "Faith  Is  the  Victory" 

—Offering 

—Special  Music,  Mrs.  Gayle  Bryan 
—Convention    Message,    the  Rev. 
Harold  Jones 
12:00-Lunch 

Afternoon  Session 

1:00-Hymn,  "My  Saviour's  Love" 

—Essays,  Mrs.  D.  W.  Hansley 
1:20— Memorial  Service,  Mrs.  Frank  L. 

Walston 
1:30— Miscellaneous  Business 

—Report  of  Committees 
2:30— Adjournment 

—Benediction 
Organist:  Mrs.  Gayle  Bryan 
Songleader:  Mrs.  Alma  Dale 


In  Loving  Memory  of 
Mr.  Sam  Edwards 

by  Mrs.  Berta  Edwards 

The  days  we  live  when  we  are  young 
become  memories  which  we  treasure  as 
we  grow  older.  Happy  memories  or  sad 
ones,  we  treasure  them  all.  To  know 
and  then  to  come  to  love  people  is  per- 
haps the  dearest  thing  of  which  these 
memories  are  made. 

About  23  years  ago  a  dear,  teasing 
"Pa  Sam"  came  into  my  life.  (If  you  had 
of  known  him  as  I  did,  you  would  under- 
stand why  I  refer  to  him  as  "teasing.") 
He  was  an  uneducated  man  as  far  as 
books  were  concerned,  for  he  could 
neither  read  nor  write.  But  when  church 
time  came,  he  and  his  faithful  wife  (who 
still  does)  filled  their  places  regularly. 
For  many  years  he  served  as  a  deacon 
and  a  member  of  the  Pulpit  Committee 
at  the  Saint  Mary's  Free  Will  Baptist 


Church,  doing  many  fine  works  for  the 
church  congregation  and  the  people  of 
the  community.  One  thing  was  very 
outstanding  about  Pa  Sam:  He  was  al- 
ways very  sure  about  his  love  for  Christ 
and  His  church.  One  of  the  last  things 
he  said  to  me  was  this:  "Bert,  if  I  get 
there  first,  I'll  be  standing  at  the  gate 
waiting  for  you,  so  you  be  sure  to 
come."  And  I  answered  him  right  back: 
"Pa  Sam,  if  I  get  there  first,  I'll  be  there 
waiting  for  you."  He  laughed  like  that 
really  pleased  him. 

I'm  sure  there  are  many  other  fami- 
lies in  the  Saint  Mary's  Free  Will  Baptist 
Church,  Kenly,  North  Carolina,  that  love 
his  memory  and  miss  him,  but  we  are 
content  because  we  know  God's  gentle, 
loving  hand  was  on  Pa  Sam  and  one  day 
we  will  see  him  waiting  by  the  gate 
laughing  and  nodding  his  head  as  he 
reaches  out  his  hand  to  help  us  through 
the  gates  of  heaven.  He  was  a  great 
inspiration  to  me  and  I  will  always 
treasure  his  loving  memory. 

(Mrs.  Edwards,  who  wrote  this  tribute, 
was  the  daughter-in-law  of  "Pa  Sam.") 


Nurse,  showing  a  new  patient  to  his 
room:  "Now,  we  want  you  to  be  happy 
and  enjoy  yourself  while  here,  so  if  there 
is  anything  you  want  that  we  haven't 
got,  let  me  know  and  I'll  show  you  how 
to  get  along  without  it." 


Why  pay  a  debt  that  has  already  been 
paid?  Why  bear  a  burden  that  Jesus  has 
already  borne? 


Notice  Notice 

All  Free  Will  Baptists  Are  Invited  to  Attend 
FOUNDER'S  DAY 

at  the 

Free  Will  Baptist  Children's  Home 

MIDDLESEX,  NORTH  CAROLINA 


on 


Saturday,  May  25, 1974 

10:30  A.M.   Worship  Service 

Rev.  Lloyd  Vernon  (Speaker) 

12:00  A.M.   Lunch  (Bring  Picnic  Baskets) 
1:00  P.M.   Gospel  Singing 
2:30  P.  M.   Tour  of  Campus  and  Games 

BRING  YOUR  GIFTS  AND  MOTHER'S  DAY  OFFERINGS  FOR  THE  HOME 
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TOW  GREAT  A  LOVE" 

VACATION  BIBLE  SCHOOL  WORKSHOP 
Saturday,  May  4, 1974 
Ayden,  North  Carolina 

REGISTRATION:  9:30  A.  M.  CLASSES  BEGIN:  10  A.  M. 

The  theme  of  our  Daily  Vacation  Bible  School  series  this  year  is  "How  Great  a 
Love."  Theme  Scripture  is  taken  from  John  15:13,  "Greater  love  hath  no  man  than 
this,  that  a  man  lay  down  his  life  for  his  friends."  The  theme  song  is  "No  Greater  Love" 
by  Ralph  Carmichael,  which  projects  the  thought  that  there  is  no  greater  love  than  that 
which  would  cause  a  man  to  give  his  life  to  save  another.  This  wonderful  truth  is  ex- 
pressed in  word  and  activity  throughout  the  lessons  written  by  the  authors  of  depart- 
mental materials. 

Numerous  Bible  truths,  relative  to  daily  living,  will  be  manifest  in  this  series  with 
particular  emphasis  given  to  humility  and  a  love  for  one's  neighbor.  Day  One  of  the 
series  will  emphasize  the  love  of  God  as  seen  in  His  creation  and  redemption  of  man. 
Day  Two  will  help  one  to  realize  his  need  to  commit  himself  fully  to  Christ  and  to  His 
service.  Day  Three  will  teach  that  one  should  live  a  godly  life  with  the  challenge  given 
to  make  one's  life  a  "living  sacrifice,  holy  and  acceptable."  Day  Four  will  show  how 
Christ  would  have  His  followers  develop  within  themselves  a  real  concern  for  lost  hu- 
manity with  personal  witnessing  a  significant  factor.  Day  Five  will  be  a  lesson  on 
loyalty  to  Christ,  emphasizing  faithful  service  to  Him  (allegiance),  with  a  challenge  to 
be  good  stewards  of  time,  talent,  and  possessions. 

The  classes  are  listed  below  with  their  instructors  and  meeting  places. 

GENERAL  DIRECTORS  First  Baptist  Church  Educational  Wing 

Dot  Dail 

MUSIC  DIRECTORS  First  Baptist  Church  Sanctuary 

Tommy  Manning,  Susan  Beaman,  and  Ralph  A.  Bowen 

INTERMEDIATE  DEPARTMENT  Free  Will  Baptist  Church  Annex 

Nina  Grace  Register 

JUNIOR  DEPARTMENT  First  Baptist  Church  Educational  Wing 

Earl  H.  Glenn 

PRIMARY  DEPARTMENT  Upstairs,  Free  Will  Baptist  Church 

Minnie  H.  Chandler 

PRESCHOOL  DEPARTMENT  Free  Will  Baptist  Church  Sanctuary 

Jane  B.  Gainey 

CRAFTS  AND  VISUAL  AIDS  DEPARTMENT         .     .     .   Courtroom,  Ayden  Town  Hall 

Elizabeth  Hill 

(The  Crafts  and  Visual  Aids  classes  will  be  staggered  with  the  Music  classes.) 
CRAFTS  AND  VISUAL  AIDS  SCHEDULE 

Primary  Teachers   10:00-10:30  A.  M. 

Preschool  Teachers   10:30-1 1  =00  A.  M. 

Junior  Teachers   11:00-11:30  A.  M. 

Intermediate  Teachers   11:30-12:00  Noon 

MUSIC  SCHEDULE 

Preschool  Teachers   10:00-10:30  A.  M. 

Primary  Teachers   10:30-1 1:00  A.  M. 

Intermediate  Teachers   11:00-1 1:30  A.  M. 

Junior  Teachers   11:30-12:00  Noon 

(Music  Directors  may  meet  with  any  or  all  of  the  above  Music  classes.) 
LUNCH  WILL  BE  AVAILABLE  AT  NOON  FOR  $1.50  PER  PLATE 
After  lunch  is  served,  the  public  is  invited  to  visit  the  bookstore  to  see  the  com- 
plete assortment  of  VBS  materials  and  supplies.    Don't  fail  to  attend  this  important 
workshop. 
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Free  Will.  Baptist 

AYDEN,  NORTH  CAROLINA,  WEDNESDAY,  MAY  8,  1974 


WHAT  IS  THE  IMPORTANCE  OF  MOTHERS  IN  TODAY'S  SOCIETY? 


The  Importance  of  Mother  in  Today's  World 

Mother:  A  female  parent;  a  woman  who  has  given  birth  to  a  child;  one  related 
to  another  in  a  guiding  role;  a  woman  having  authority  or  dignity  like  that  of  a 
mother;  an  elderly  woman  often  used  preceding  a  surname;  one  who  has  produced 
or  nurtured  someone. 

How  important  is  a  mother  in  today's  world— today's  fast-changing,  technologi- 
cal, synthetic,  confusing  world?  Someone  long  ago  said  something  to  the  effect 
that  since  God  could  not  be  everywhere  at  the  same  time  looking  after  everyone  who 
needed  caring  for,  he  created  mothers.  There  is,  of  course,  room  here  for  discussion,- 
for,  God  is  omnipresent  and  can  be  and  is  everywhere  at  the  same  time.  Still,  no 
one  who  has  enjoyed  the  companionship  and  love  of  a  mother  will  deny  the  fact 
that  God  did  a  wonderful  thing  indeed  when  He  blessed  the  world  with  these  mar- 
vels of  humanity. 

From  the  May  17,  1972  issue  of  the  "Baptist,"  we  have  clipped  the  following 
editorial  thoughts  which  we  hope  will  prompt  one  to  consider  just  how  important 
Mother  really  is. 


How  important  will  Mother  be  after  Mother's  Day? 
. . .  when  the  carnations  have  withered  and  the  roses  have  faded. 
. . .  when  the  bud  vase  is  empty  and  is  placed  on  the  shelf. 
. . .  when  the  same  old  routine  has  begun  once  more. 

How  important  will  Mother  be  after  Mother's  Day  ? 

. . .  when  the  corsage  has  been  placed  in  the  refrigerator,  not  to  be 
worn  again,  but  to  be  preserved  as  long  as  possible  for  remembrance 
sake. 

. . .  when  her  smiles  are  replaced  by  tears  because  all  of  a  sudden 
she's  forgotten,  when  for  awhile  she  had  been  made  to  feel  so  important. 

. . .  when  it'll  be  a  long  time  before  the  children  "make"  over  her 
again,  and  she's  just  taken  for  granted  and  not  thought  of  too  often. 

How  important  will  Mother  be  after  Mother's  Day? 

. . .  when  the  telephone  sits  silent,  though  she  craves  the  sound  of 
her  distant  child's  voice. 

. . .  when  a  mother's  ring  has  been  placed  on  her  finger  and  the  chil- 
dren expect  it  to  speak  for  them,  when  she  would  much  rather  have 
heard  three  words  bespeaking  their  love. 

. . .  when  the  rain  comes  and  she  has  to  sit  inside,  alone  and  lonely. 

How  important  will  Mother  be  after  Mother's  Day? 
. . .  when  sorrow  clouds  her  countenance  and  no  one  seems  to  care 
anymore. 

. . .  when  her  heart  is  broken  again  by  one  of  her  children's  careless 
remarks. 

. . .  when  she's  taken  from  rather  than  given  to,  and  disregarded 
except  for  what  gain  she  can  provide. 

How  important  will  Mother  be  after  Mother's  Day? 

. . .  when  there  has  been  so  much  to-do  about  her  special  day,  but 
she  has  to  wait  another  year  before  she  is  given  particular  consideration 
again. 

. . .  when  she  takes  her  last  breath  and  is  dressed  for  her  funeral. 
. . .  when  regrets  are  spoken,  respects  are  paid,  tears  are  shed  over 
her  lifeless  body,  and  kisses  are  pressed  on  her  cold  face. 

How  important  will.  Mother  be  after  Mother's  Day  ? 
. . .  when  the  damp  earth  is  shoveled  in  her  grave  to  hide  her  for- 
ever from  human  view. 

How  important  will  Mother  be  after  Mother's  Day? 
. . .  when  all  that  is  left  are  a  picture,  a  memory,  a  favorite  lace 
handkerchief,  and  her  empty  chair. 

How  important  will  Mother  be  after  Mother's  Day? 
You  tell  me.  .  .  . 
Better  still,  tell  her! 
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How 


Is  Prayer? 


by  Dr.  and  Mrs.  W.  Burkette  Raper 


Scripture:  Mark  14:32-42 


A  visit  to  the  Holy  Land  brings  alive 
the  sacred  and  historic  sites  described 
In  the  Bible.  Although  the  buildings 
and  other  man-made  features  are  not  to- 
day the  same  as  they  were  in  biblical 
times,  the  natural  scenery  remains  large- 
ly unchanged  so  that  the  world  of  na- 
ture in  these  lands  breathes  with  his- 
tory. 

Nowhere  in  our  recent  visit  to  Israel 
did  we  feel  this  sense  of  history  strong- 
er than  on  the  Mount  of  Olives.  From 
this  site  the  ancient  and  eternal  city  of 
Jerusalem  is  in  full  and  majestic  view, 
and  to  stand  there  in  reverence  is  to  ex- 
perience an  "instant  replay"  of  the  great 
moments  of  divine-human  history. 

Once  you  can  "walk  where  Jesus  walk- 
ed," it  is  easy  to  understand  why  the 
Mount  of  Olives  was  a  favorite  retreat 
site  for  Him,  and  no  place  in  the  world 
would  have  been  more  appropriate  for 
Him  to  have  gone  that  last  night  after 
observing  with  His  disciples  in  Jerusa- 
lem the  Feast  of  the  Passover. 

"And  he  came  out,  and  went,  as  he 
was  wont  (as  'usual',  as  'was  his  cus- 
tom'), to  the  mount  of  Olives;  and  his 
disciples  also  followed  him"  (Luke  22: 
39). 

It  was  because  Jesus  had  so  frequent- 
ly carried  His  disciples  to  the  Mount  of 
Olives  that  Judas  in  his  act  of  betrayal 
knew  exactly  where  to  find  Jesus,  even 
though  it  was  night. 

Located  near  the  base  of  the  Mount  of 
Olives,  just  up  from  the  Kidron  Valley 
which  separates  the  Mount  from  the  city 
of  Jerusalem,  is  a  "garden"  called  Geth- 


semane  (see  Matthew  26:36;  Mark  14: 
32).  Then,  as  today,  the  site  was  mark- 
ed by  olive  trees— the  most  typical  tree 
of  that  land.  The  olive  is  a  sturdy  and 
ancient  tree  and  a  few  trees  which  were 
there  the  night  Jesus  prayed  still  stand. 

The  atmosphere  of  this  setting  is  ac- 
curately described  in  Harper's  Bible  Dic- 
tionary: "To  the  modern  visitor  the 
proximity  of  the  Jerusalem  city  walls 
and  the  Kidron  Valley  ravine,  and  the 
quiet  of  the  olive  trees  with  their  deep 
shadows,  especially  after  dark  under  the 
full  Paschal  moon,  add  to  the  record  of 
the  events  which  took  place  here  an  in- 
creased vividness"  (p.  223,  by  Madeleine 
S.  Miller  and  J.  Lane  Miller,  Harper  and 
Brothers,  publishers). 

It  was  from  the  Mount  of  Olives  that 
Jesus  had  made  His  prophetic  and  ma- 
jestic entrance  to  Jerusalem  the  preced- 
ing Sunday,  and  now  on  Thursday  night 
He  has  gone  there  for  the  last  time.  It 
was  here  that  His  soul  underwent  its 
most  severe  agony,  that  Satan  made  his 
last  effort  to  redirect  Jesus,  that  He 
drank  from  the  cup  that  would  not  pass, 
and  the  final  decision  was  made  to  go 
to  the  Cross. 

1.  SHARED  PRAYER 

The  disciples  of  Jesus  knew  Him  as  a 
man  of  prayer,  and  earlier  in  His  minis- 
try they  had  asked  Him  to  teach  them 
to  pray,  and  in  response  to  their  request 
had  come  the  "Lord's  Prayer"  (see  Luke 

11:1-4). 

Here  in  Gethsemane  Jesus  would  ex- 
perience again  the  fullest  meaning  of 
their  prayer,  especially  the  petitions: 
"Thy  will  be  done"  and  "lead  us  not 
into  temptation,  but  deliver  us  from 
evil." 

Jesus  led  the  way  from  the  upper 


room  in  Jerusalem  out  across  the  Kidron 
Valley  to  the  Mount  of  Olives,  followed 
by  eleven  of  His  dearest  friends.  For 
three  years  He  had  shared  with  them 
His  life,  His  mission,  and  God's  design 
for  the  future.  Now  He  was  inviting 
them  to  share  the  burdens  of  His  heart 
and  soul.  But  it  was  to  be  a  lonely 
night.  Judas  was  already  arranging 
His  betrayal,  before  the  light  of  another 
day  Peter  would  deny  Him,  while  He  was 
to  sweat  blood  His  disciples  would  sleep, 
and  when  the  enemy  came  to  arrest  Him, 
all  His  friends  would  desert  Him. 

Upon  arrival  at  the  garden,  Jesus 
wanted  the  eleven  disciples  to  pray  with 
Him,  but  as  close  as  He  was  to  them,  it 
was  not  easy  to  open  fully  His  soul  to 
all  of  them;  so  He  took  the  three  with 
whom  He  had  shared  other  intimate  ex- 
periences and  went  further  up  the 
Mount  of  Olives.  To  them  He  opened 
His  heart  more  fully. 

"He  iook  Peter,  James  and  John  with 
him  and  began  to  be  filled  with  horror 
and  deepest  distress.  And  he  said  to 
them,  'My  soul  is  crushed  by  sorrow  to 
the  point  of  death';  .  .  ."  (Mark  14:33, 
34,  The  Living  Bible). 

In  the  deep  experiences  of  life  we  all 
reach  out  for  understanding,  support, 
and  love  from  those  who  are  closest  to 
us;  and  in  an  intimate  prayer  experience 
one  human  being  comes  as  close  to  an- 
other as  it  is  possible  to  be.  Jesus  had 
previously  taught  His  disciples  the  value 
of  shared  prayer:  ".  .  .  if  two  of  you 
shall  agree  on  earth  as  touching  any 
thing  that  they  shall  ask,  it  shall  be  done 
for  them  of  my  Father  which  is  in  heav- 
en. For  where  two  or  three  are  gather- 
ed together  in  my  name,  there  am  I  in 
the  midst  of  them"  (Matthew  18:19,  20). 

2.  ALONE 

As  close  as  Jesus  was  to  Peter,  James, 
and  John,  He  still  felt  the  need  to  be 
alone  with  His  heavenly  Father,-  so  He 
left  them,  "And  he  went  forward  a  lit- 
tle, and  fell  on  the  ground,  and  prayed 
that,  if  it  were  possible,  the  hour  might 
pass  from  him"  (Mark  14:35). 

When  Jesus  took  leave  of  Peter,  James 
and  John,  He  took  what  was  for  Him 
perhaps  the  longest  step  of  His  life.  To 
His  back  was  the  city  of  Jerusalem  where 
innocent  people  had  been  turned  against 
Him  by  prejudiced  men.  Near  the  foot 
of  the  Mount  of  Olives  were  eight  of 
His  disciples,  asleep,  and  now  He  was 
stepping  out  from  the  three  men  on 
earth  to  whom  He  felt  the  closest.  Alone. 
Now  He  was  really  alone! 

(continued  on  page  fifteen) 
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SUNDAY,  MAY  12 
Scripture  Reading— Proverbs  31:31 
Give  the  Smiles  to  Mother 
If  you  have  a  smile  for  Mother, 

Give  it  now. 
If  you  have  a  kindly  word, 

Speak  it  now, 
She'll  not  need  it  when  the  angels 

Greet  her  at  the  golden  gate; 
Give  the  smiles  while  she  is  living, 

If  you  wait  'twill  be  too  late. 
If  you  have  a  flower  for  Mother, 

Pluck  it  now. 
Place  it  gently  on  her  bosom, 
What  cares  she  when  life  is  over, 

For  the  flowers  that  bloom  below. 
She  will  have  her  share  up  yonder, 
Scattered  at  her  feet  galore. 

—Akron  Baptist  Journal 
Prayer  Thought 
Love  offerings  mean  so  much.  Make  an 
effort  to  show  love  and  appreciation  while 
the  recipients  are  still  with  us.  It  will  prove 
an  enjoyable  occasion  for  all  concerned. 

MONDAY,  MAY  13 
Scripture  Reading— Galatians  6:2 
"As  Is  the  Mother,  So  Is  Daughter!" 
I  have  read  the  words  of  the  Prophet 
Ezekiel:  "As  is  the  mother,  so  is  her  daugh- 
ter." .  .  .  However,  I  realize  as  never  be- 
fore that  bringing  children  into  this  life  is 
a  challenge  that  takes  all  the  manhood  and 
womanhood  there  is  in  us.  To  bring  an 
immortal  being  into  existence,  neglect  it, 
mistreat  it,  and  permit  a  soul  to  drift  in 
this  life,  go  where  it  will,  do  what  it  may, 
and  then  stand  by  and  watch  it  suffer  the 
pangs  of  careless  sowing— this  is  almost 
mo'e  than  sympathetic  parents  can  endure. 
—Christian  Digest. 

Prayer  Thought 
God  instigated  marriage  and  sanctioned 
families.  Let  us  not  enter  into  either  of 
these  commitments  carelessly.  With  love  in 
our  hearts,  we  would  have  less  loneliness 
in  our  lives. 

TUESDAY,  MAY  14 
Scripture  Reading— Joel  1:3 
The  Boy  Who  Was  Not  "With"  Her 
In  an  afternoon  service  in  a  New  Eng- 


land city,  a  woman  rose  in  the  crowded 

church  and  passed  out  of  the  building.  The 
verse,  "For  how  shall  I  go  up  to  my  father, 
and  the  lad  be  not  with  me?"  had  just  been 
quoted,  and  it  went  like  an  arrow  into  her 
soul,  for  she  had  one  boy.  He  was  at  high 
school,  and  she  realized  that  she  had  never 
invited  him  to  be  a  Christian.  She  went 
to  his  school,  waited  for  him  to  come  out, 
and  said  to  him,  "My  son,  I've  just  listened 
to  a  text  of  Scripture  that  has  stirred  me 
through  and  through.  It  was  this:  'How 
shall  I  go  up  to  my  father,  and  the  lad  be 
not  with  me?'  I  am  a  Christian,  and  I 
have  never  asked  you  to  be  one.  I  could 
not  wait  until  you  reached  home."  And 
he  did  come,  for  what  boy  would  not  come 
under  such  circumstances?— J.  Wilbur  Chap- 
man. 

Prayer  Thought 
We  have  heard  while  there  is  life,  there 
is  yet  hope.  If  we  feel  we  have  failed;  try 
again.   Through  prayer  and  an  earnest  ef- 
fort we  are  able  to  accomplish  much. 

WEDNESDAY,  MAY  15 
Scripture  Reading— Proverbs  31:26 
How  Will  Your  Children  Remember 
You? 

I  vividly  recall  attending  a  Rotary  meet- 
ing in  Illinois  a  few  years  ago  with  my 
friend  Gypsy  Smith.  I  was  sitting  next  to 
him  at  the  speaker's  table  when  suddenly 
just  before  he  arose  to  speak,  he  asked  me 
to  mark  carefully  his  closing  words.  When 
the  moment  arrived  he  lifted  high  his  well- 
worn  Bible.  "How  many  of  you  men  can 
recall  a  saintly  mother  and  a  godly  father 
who  loved  this  Book,  read  it,  lived  it,  and 
seeped  it  into  you?"  Practically  the  entire 
group,  with  moist  eyes,  raised  their  hands. 
Then,  quietly  Gypsy  swung  home  deftly 
this  shaft,  "With  all  your  influence  today, 
how  many  of  you  are  so  living  that  your 
children  will  remember  you  for  your  faith- 
fulness to  this  same  Book?"  It  was  a  tense 
moment.  I  felt  the  impact  more  than 
Gypsy  did,  for  I  knew  a  few  there  whose 
children  are  today's  problem.— The  Gideon. 
Prayer  Thought 

Raise  a  child  up  in  the  way  he  should 
go.  Many  times  our  children  seem  to  wan- 
der from  the  way  we  attempt  to  show 
them,  but  if  we  persevere,  with  God's  help, 
they  will  return. 

THURSDAY,  MAY  16 
Scripture  Reading— Proverbs  27:5,  6 

Looking  on  the  Wrong  Side 
Dr.  G.  F.  Pentecost  was  once  trying  to 
comfort  a  woman  who  had  passed  through 
sore  trials.  Failing  in  his  efforts  to  cheer 
her  and  dispel  her  doubts,  he  took  up  some 
embroidery  upon  which  she  had  been  work- 
ing and  said,  "What  a  confusion  of 
threads!  Why  waste  time  on  a  thing  like 
that?" 

Turning  the  embroidery  over,  she  said, 
"Now  look  at  it.  You  were  seeing  it  from 
the  wrong  side." 


I 

"That's  it,  exactly,"  said  Dr.  Pentecost. 
"You  are  looking  at  your  trials  from  the 
wrong  side.  Turn  them  over  and  look  at 
them  from  the  right  side— that  is,  from  I 
God's  side.  The  Lord  is  working  out  a  de- 
sign of  His  own  for  your  life,  and  you  must 
look  at  things  from  His  point  of  view,  and 
trust  His  workmanship."— Edwin  M.  Kerlin. 
Prayer  Thought 

Do  we  view  our  lives  from  the  right  side 
or  do  we  insist  on  turning  things  upside 
down  and  backwards.  We  cause  our  own 
confusions.  Try  looking  at  life  through 
God's  direction. 

FRIDAY,  MAY  17 
Scripture  Reading— Romans  13:14 

"Respectable"  Drink! 
Three  boys  brutally  bludgeoned  a  nurse 
to  death  to  get  money  to  buy  "beer  and 
gasoline."  They  got  $1.50.  The  boy  who 
first  knocked  her  down  laughed  loudly. 
The  boys  denied  the  use  of  drugs  but  said 
they  had  drunk  a  case  of  beer.  The  papers 
said  they  came  from  "respectable  homes." 
So— they  came  from  "respectable  homes!" 
They  had  enjoyed  a  "respectable"  drink, 
advertised  as  the  beverage  of  moderation 
and  respectability.  They  purchased  their 
drink  in  a  "respectable"  store,  made  so  by 
our  laws.  They  read  about  the  drink  in 
"respectable"  papers  and  magazines.  So 
everything  about  alcohol  is  respectable; 
that  is,  everything  but  its  results.— Adult 
Uniform  Lessons. 

Prayer  Thought 
Everything  in  moderation  is  a  very  good 
connotation.   Drinking  is  similar  to  eating 
potato  chips,  one  leads  to  another. 

SATURDAY,  MAY  18 
Scripture  Reading— 1  Thessalonians  5:12 

The  Only  One  He  Has 
Miss  Frances  Ridley  Havergal,  soon  after 
she  became  a  Christian,  went  to  a  school 
at  Dusseldorf.  Her  heart  was  warm  with 
love  for  her  Saviour,  and  she  was  eager  to 
speak  for  Him.  To  her  dismay,  however, 
she  soon  discovered  that  among  the  hun- 
dred girls  she  was  the  only  Christian.  Her 
first  feeling  was  that  she  could  not  con- 
fess Christ  in  that  great  company  of  un- 
christian companions.  Her  gentle,  sensi- 
tive heart  shrank  from  a  duty  so  hard.  Her 
second  thought,  however,  was  that  she 
could  not  refrain  from  confessing  Him.  "I 
am  the  only  one  He  has  here,"  she  said. 
And  this  thought  became  a  source  of 
strength  and  inspiration.  She  felt  she  was 
Christ's  witness  in  that  school,  His  only  wit- 
ness, and  she  dare  not  fail.— Selected. 
Prayer  Thought 
We,  as  Christians,  often  have  difficulty 
influencing  unbelievers  because  we  feel 
ourselves  too  far  above  them  and  too  good 
to  associate  with  them  long  enough  to  in- 
fluence them. 

(Devotions  used  by  permission,  Knight's 
Master  Book  of  New  Illustrations,  Eerd- 
mans  Press.) 
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CALL  TO  STATE 
CONVENTION 

The  North  Carolina  State  Woman's 
Auxiliary  Convention,  forty-seventh  an- 
nual session,  will  convene  on  Thursday, 
May  9,  1974,  at  the  Oak  Grove  Free  Will 
Baptist  Church  near  Bladenboro,  North 
Carolina,  with  registration  beginning  at 
9:30  a.m.  and  the  convention  at  10  a.m. 

Directions  to  the  Oak  Grove  church 
are  as  follows:  When  leaving  Elizabeth- 
town  take  701  until  it  junctions  with 
242.  Stay  on  242  until  you  come  to 
Sandy  Grove  Baptist  Church.  From  242 
turn  right  in  front  of  the  Sandy  Grove 
Baptist  Church  and  in  about  two  miles 
turn  left  and  the  church  will  be  in  sight. 
Signs  will  be  up  to  direct  you  to  the 
church. 

If  you  have  not  yet  mailed  your  $5 
registration  fee  to  Mrs.  Raymond  Sasser, 
517  Westover  Avenue,  Wilson,  North 
Carolina,  please  do  so  immediately  so 
that  your  auxiliary  will  be  represented 
at  the  Convention  and  your  delegates 
eligible  to  vote. 

The  Convention  theme  is  "Be  Strong 
and  of  Good  Courage."  The  Rev.  Harold 
Jones  will  bring  the  convention  mes- 
sage. 

State  declamation  and  essay  winners 
will  also  be  presented. 

I  would  like  to  express  my  apprecia- 
tion and  that  of  your  State  Executive 
Committee  for  your  wonderful  response 
to  our  state  projects  for  1973.  You 
have  completed  the  project  of  the  walk- 
in  freezer  for  the  Children's  Home,  and 
you  have  given  liberally  to  our  mission 
project.  We  need  now  to  complete  the 
organ  project  for  Mount  Olive  College. 

I  hope  each  auxiliary  president  in  the 
state  is  now  making  plans  to  attend  the 
State  Auxiliary  Convention  and  planning 
to  have  delegates  present.  We  need  you 
as  we  make  plans  for  1974-75. 

Will  vou  pray  for  God's  leadership  in 
our  convention  and  that  in  all  our  ac- 
tions His  name  will  be  glorified? 

The  woman's  auxiliary  is  dedicated  to 
the  task  of  giving  the  gospel  to  the 


whole  world  through  working  together 
in  Christian  service.  It  is  our  prayer 
that  the  convention  will  inspire  us  to  an 
even  greater  service  for  God. 

I  am  looking  forward  to  seeing  each 
of  you  at  Oak  Grove  on  May  9. 

—Ruby  H.  Hancock, 
State  President 


Eastern  District  Spring 
Convention  Report 

by  Mrs.  Nelson  T.  Simpson  Sr. 

The  Eastern  District  Woman's  Auxil- 
iary Convention  convened  with  the  Sandy 
Plain  Free  Will  Baptist  Church,  Pink  Hill, 
North  Carolina,  on  Thursday,  March  21. 
The  theme  for  the  convention  was  "Se- 
curity," with  Scripture  taken  from  John 

6:69. 

The  meeting  was  called  to  order  by 
the  president,  Mrs.  F.  M.  Register.  The 
opening  hymn  was  "The  Church's  One 
Foundation."  Devotions  were  given  by 
Mrs.  Cynthia  Smith,  who  made  timely  re- 
marks on  how  God's  Word  prepares  us 
for  daily  living.  The  devotion  was  fol- 
lowed by  prayer. 

Mrs.  Effie  Sumner  from  the  host 
church  extended  a  very  warm  welcome 
to  everyone.  Response  was  by  Mrs.  Cal- 
vin Mercer.  The  president  expressed 
her  appreciation  for  each  one  present. 
The  following  ministers  were  recognized: 
The  Revs.  E.  E.  Edwards,  Ralph  Sumner, 
Billy  Twiddy,  Harold  Jones,  Joe  Ingram, 
Willie  Stilley,  Rudy  Shepard,  Harry  Jones, 
Carol  Hansley.  The  district  officers  and 
the  state  president,  Mrs.  D.  W.  Hancock, 
were  also  recognized. 

The  president  gave  her  remarks,  urg- 
ing each  one  first  to  love,  then  to  share, 
and  to  reach  out  to  the  unsaved 
find  security  in  Jesus.  The  Free  Will 
Baptist  Press  Foundation  was  represent- 
ed by  Mrs.  Ellen  Dixon.  She  gave  in- 
formation on  the  new  daily  vacation  Bi- 
ble school  material,  and  had  items  for 
sale  on  display.  Mrs.  Dixon  invited 
everyone  to  visit  the  bookstores  and  the 


Press.  Mrs.  Adaline  Gray,  missions 
chairman,  gave  her  report.  She  gave 
timely  remarks  on  our  need  of  support- 
ing missions  and  witnessing  for  Christ. 

Mrs.  C.  B.  Hansley,  benevolence  chair- 
man, gave  her  report.  She  presented 
Mrs.  Sammy  Weeks,  who  brought  greet- 
ings and  information  from  the  Children's 
Home.  She  stated  that  at  the  present 
time  there  are  73  children  there.  Nine- 
teen of  these  are  not  sponsored.  The 
Home  is  in  need  of  Christian  workers. 
Mrs.  Weeks  expressed  appreciation  for 
prayers  and  support  of  the  Home. 

Dr.  W.  Burkette  Raper  sent  regrets  in 
not  being  able  to  attend  the  convention. 
Mrs.  Diane  Riley  represented  Mount 
Olive  College.  She  expressed  apprecia- 
tion for  our  support  there,  especially  on 
the  organ.  Helpful  information  was  giv- 
en. Mrs.  Fred  Baker,  student  at  the 
College,  was  presented,  and  gave  the  ex- 
perience of  her  and  her  husband  in  en- 
tering the  College.  They  are  preparing 
for  Christian  service. 

An  offering  of  $160.15  was  received 
for  the  Children's  Home,  and  for  Mount 
Olive  College  (to  be  equally  divided).  Of- 
fertory prayer  was  by  Mrs.  Edna  Fowler. 

State  President  Mrs.  D.  W.  Hancock 
brought  remarks  on  "Walking  in  God's 
Love."  She  spoke  in  behalf  of  Crag- 
mont,  and  stated  that  the  original  build- 
ing there  would  be  renovated.  Prayers 
and  support  are  needed.  Ladies  were 
urged  to  attend  summer  conference 
there. 

Mr.  Carrol  Hawkins  spoke  on  behalf 
of  Camp  Vandemere.  He  thanked  each 
one  contributing  for  prayers  and  regu- 
lar support.  He  earnestly  requested  fi- 
nancial support  for  the  camp.  Mr.  Haw- 
kins told  of  the  progress  that  had  been 
made.  Mrs.  Register,  president,  ap- 
pointed a  temporary  nominating  commit- 
tee to  bring  in  a  name  for  pin  award 
chairman  to  fill  the  unexpired  term  of 
Mrs.  J.  C.  Griffin.  The  committee  con- 
sisted of  Mrs.  Ellis  Banks,  Mrs.  Ellen 
Riggs,  Mrs.  Earl  Holton,  and  Mrs.  Nora 
Winstead  (advisor). 

Other  committees  were  then  appoint- 
ed. 

Special  music  was  rendered  by  Miss 
Jan  Sumner  and  Miss  Lora  Ann  Ches- 
nore.  The  songs  included  "Precious 
Promises  of  God,"  and  "Without  Him." 

Mrs.  Nerry  Wall,  youth  chairman,  gave 
her  report,  and  also  reported  on  the 
youth  convention.  By  motion  and  vote 
that  carried,  the  convention  will  pay  for 
a  plaque  that  will  be  given  to  the  church 
of  the  district  winner  of  the  Bible  bowl 
(continued  on  page  eleven) 
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Children  from  St.  Mary's 
Grove  Church  Present  Skit 


Left  to  right  are  Todd  Byrd,  Hunter  Las- 
siter,  Kerry  Coats,  Marty  Lee,  Quint  Coats, 
David  Byrd,  and  Greg  Parrish. 


"The  Light  of  the  World,"  a  skit  writ- 
ten and  directed  by  Mrs.  R.  H.  Jackson, 
was  presented  at  the  State  Youth  Con- 
vention at  Middlesex,  North  Carolina,  on 
April  27  by  children  from  the  St.  Mary's 
Grove  Free  Will  Baptist  Church,  Route 
3,  Benson,  North  Carolina.  The  follow- 
ing children  took  part  in  the  program: 
Todd  Byrd,  Hunter  Lassiter,  Kerry  Coats, 
Marty  Lee,  Quint  Coats,  David  Byrd,  Greg 
Parrish,  Ray  Langdon,  Beth  Lee,  Jan 
Coats,  Dale  Matthews,  Veta  Matthews, 
Debbie  Wheeler,  Cathy  Wheeler,  Paula 
Barbour,  Ann  Parrish,  Deidre  Barbour, 
and  Sherry  Beasley. 

The  skit  depicted  problems  that  an 
individual  church  is  likely  to  have  with- 
out having  the  cooperation  of  the  com- 
plete church.  The  wagon  seen  in  the 
picture  and  used  in  the  skit  was  made 
by  Mr.  Collie  Cobb,  a  member  of  the  St. 
Mary's  Grove  church. 

Youth  to  Sponsor  Revival 
At  Free  Union  Church 

A  youth-sponsored  revival  will  be  held 
at  the  Free  Union  Free  Will  Baptist 
Church,  Pinetown,  North  Carolina,  May 
13-18,  with  the  Rev.  Bobby  Taylor  serv- 
ing as  evangelist.  The  series  of  meetings 
will  feature  special  music  each  evening, 
the  time  of  each  service  being  8  p.m., 
except  on  Saturday  evening  when  the 


service  will  begin  at  7:30.  On  Saturday 
evening  a  special  program  of  music  by 
"The  Foundations"  will  precede  Mr.  Tay- 
lor's message.  The  Rev.  Robert  Rollins, 
pastor  of  the  church,  issues  a  cordial 
invitation  to  the  public  to  be  in  atten- 
dance for  what  promises  to  be  a  signifi- 
cant series  of  revival  services. 

May  to  Speak  at  LaGrange 
FWB  Church  Revival 

The  Rev.  Robert  May  of  Ahoskie,  North 
Carolina,  will  be  the  guest  speaker  and 
evangelist  for  the  revival  at  LaGrange 
on  May  13-18  at  8  p.m.  Special  singing 
will  be  featured  each  evening. 

Mr.  May  will  be  assisted  by  the  pastor 
of  the  LaGrange  church,  the  Rev.  L.  B. 
Manning.  The  public  is  invited  to  at- 
tend. 

Living  Waters  Church 
Plans  Revival,  May  13-17 

Revival  services  are  planned  at  the 
Living  Waters  Free  Will  Baptist  Church, 
Route  2,  Pikeville,  North  Carolina,  dur- 
ing the  week  of  May  13-17.  The  church 
is  located  approximately  three  miles 
west  of  Pikeville. 

The  visiting  minister  will  be  the  Rev. 
Johnny  Bullman,  pastor  of  the  Hearon 
Circle  Free  Will  Baptist  Church,  Spartan- 
burg, South  Carolina. 

The  church  extends  a  warm  welcome 
to  everyone  to  attend  this  revival.  You 
are  asked  to  be  much  in  prayer  for  the 
success  of  this  week. 


ATTENTION: 
ALUMNI  MEETING 

Alumni  of  the  Avden  Senvnary  and 
Eureka  College  will  hold  their  annual 
meeting  at  the  Ayden  Free  Will  Baptist 
Church,  Ayden,  North  Carolina,  on  Wed- 
nesday, May  15,  1974,  beginning  at  10 
a.m.  After  the  business  session,  the 
group  will  adjourn  for  lunch  at  12  noon. 

All  alumni  of  these  two  institutions 
are  urged  to  be  present. 


NOTICE 

Attention:  Pastors  and  Churches  of  the 

Eastern  Conference 
From:  The  Examining  Board  of  the  East- 
ern Conference  of  Original  Free  Will 
Baptists  of  North  Carolina 
The   Eastern    Conference  Examining 
Board  in  regular  session  on  Monday, 
April  22,  1974,  passed  the  following: 

"On  motion  that  since  one  Larry  Coats 
has  left  the  Original  Free  Will  Baptist 
denomination  and  led  his  church  inde- 
pendent we  notify  each  church  of  the 
Eastern  Conference  that  if  they  use  the 
services  of  this  man  or  any  other  inde- 
pendent, they  are  liable  to  censure  by 
the  Executive  Committee  of  the  Eastern 
Conference  and  that  a  copy  of  the  notice 
be  placed  in  THE  FREE  WILL  BAPTIST 
(paper)  for  said  notification.  Also  be  it 
noted  that  any  Eastern  Conference  pas- 
tor approving  the  use  of  such  independ- 
ents are  liable  to  censure  by  this  Ex- 
amining Board." 

Signed: 

Bruce  Dudley,  Secretary 
Examining  Board 


Dollars  go  farther  when  accompanied 
by  sense. 


Coming  Events  . . . 

May  9-North  Carolina  State  Woman's 
Auxiliary  Convention,  Oak  Grove  Free 
Will  Baptist  Church  located  between 
Elizabethtown  and  Bladenboro,  North 
Carolina 


The  Church  Finance 
Association,  Inc. 

is  now  paying 

514%  Interest 

On  All  Deposits 

*  *  * 

Take  Advantage 
Of  This  Opportunity 
To  Help  Your  Denomination 
And  Yourself! 

Contact 
THE  REV.  HUBERT  BURRESS 
P.  0.  Drawer  336 
Pinetops,  North  Carolina  27864 
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by  the  Rev.  R.  P.  Harris 


Scriptural  Basis:  "And  now,  Israel, 
what  doth  the  LORD  thy  God  require  of 
thee,  but  to  fear  the  LORD  thy  God,  to 
walk  in  all  his  ways,  and  to  love  him, 
and  to  serve  the  LORD  thy  God  with  all 
thy  heart  and  with  all  thy  soul"  (Deuter- 
onomy 10:12). 

THE  WHOLE  DUTY  OF  MAN  INCLUDES 
ATTENDANCE  IN  CHURCH  SERVICES 

Church  attendance  has  been  the  cri- 
terion for  faithfulness  to  God  since 
Christ  instituted  the  church  at  the  begin- 
ning of  His  ministry.    God  has  always 
had  a  system  for  calling  the  people  to- 
gether.   It  was  true  from  the  earliest 
dealings  of  God  with  His  people  even 
with  Adam  and  Eve  in  the  Garden  of 
Eden.   This  method  was  brought  strong- 
,  ly  into  use  during  the  days  of  Moses 
and  Israel.    It  was  persisted  upon  dur- 
j  ing  the  days  of  the  prophets.  The  Chris- 
\  tian  church  owes  its  existence  to  a  per- 
sistent leadership  on  the  part  of  min- 
i  isters  and  spiritual  leaders  in  church  at- 
tendance.   The  church  was  organized 
I  by  our  Lord  so  that  there  could  be  a  de- 
'  termined  system  of  coming  together  for 
worship  of  God,  for  love  and  fellowship 
of  the  brethren,  for  teaching  and  coun- 
seling with  all  people.   "Not  forsaking 
the  assembling  of  ourselves  together,  as 
the  manner  of  some  is,-  but  exhorting  one 
another:  and  so  much  the  more,  as  ye 
see  the  day  approaching"  (Hebrews  10-. 
25). 

Church  attendance  has  been  used  as 
an  example  by  all  Christians  since  the 
;  church  was  first  organized.  Christians 
|  continue  to  make  this  a  living  example 
;  for  right  living  and  a  mark  of  obedience 
]  to  the  work  of  the  Holy  Spirit.  Attend- 
I  ance  upon  the  sanctuary  and  the  worship 
I  of  God  is  absolutely  necessary  in  becom- 
!  ing  a  spiritual  Christian.   God  does  not 


New  Growth 


BY  MRS.  ROYCE  MATTHEWS  M 

WHAT  ARE  MOTHERS  FOR? 

When  I  was  a  child  I  felt  mothers 
were  made  for  making  formulas,  giving 
baths,  putting  on  fresh-smelling  clothes. 
Mothers  were  made  to  snuggle  up  to 
when  I  felt  a  need  for  love,  to  pick  me 
up  when  I'd  fall,  to  kiss  away  a  hurt. 

As  I  grew  older,  I  felt  mothers  were 
made  to  help  with  lesson  assignments, 
to  wash  and  iron,  to  cook  and  clean,  to 
tell  me  when  to  wear  shoes,  to  help  a 
neighbor,  to  bandage  a  skinned  knee,  to 
love. 

I  kept  growing  and  Mother  kept  wash- 
ing and  ironing,  cooking  and  cleaning. 
I  didn't  fall  anymore  and  I  didn't  skin 
anymore  knees.  But  as  I  grew,  so  did 
she.    She,  who  had  been  an  expert  in 


relish  the  lukewarm,  and  He  declares 
that  because  you  are  "neither  cold  nor 
hot,  I  will  spue  thee  out  of  my  mouth" 
(see  Revelation  3:15,  16).  The  lukewarm 
are  those  who  attend  services  casually 
or  for  some  selfish  reason.  Hot  Chris- 
tians are  those  who  are  on  fire  for  God 
and  are  determined  to  go  to  church  at 
any  cost.  They  will  not  let  trifles  or 
earthly  things  keep  them  from  attend- 
ance at  church.  Hot  Christians  are  will- 
ing to  make  sacrifices  and  will  not  let 
criticism  stop  them. 

The  world  is  oftentimes  unkind  to 
faithful  Christians  in  that  worldly  doings 
work  contrary  to  Christian  methods.  But 
in  spite  of  all  that  may  oppose  the  faith- 
fulness of  God's  people  in  church  attend- 
ance, there  is  real  joy  deep  down  in  the 
soul  of  those  who  love  the  Lord  and 
honor  Him  with  their  attendance.  This 
includes  the  paying  of  tithes  and  offer- 
ings, the  worship  of  God,  the  fellowship 
of  other  Christians,  and  the  satisfaction 
of  knowing  that  you  have  answered  a 
good  conscience  toward  God  and  his  fel- 
lowmen.  Attendance  upon  the  sanc- 
tuary promotes  good  relations  between 
the  worshiper  and  his  Lord. 

There  are  many  wonderful  things 
which  God  promises  to  those  who  honor 
Him  in  the  keeping  of  the  Sabbath  day 
(the  Lord's  Day  or  Sunday).  The  Lord 
promises  a  long  life,  prosperity  to  those 
who  "Remember  the  sabbath  day  to  keep 
it  holy"  (Exodus  20:8),  and  peace  and 
joy  that  shall  be  full  of  glory. 


babies  and  little  girls,  seemed  to  know 
a  lot  about  big  girls,  too.  She  was  there 
to  ease  the  injuries  caused  by  misunder- 
standings between  girlfriends,  and  a  lit- 
tle later,  boyfriends. 

And  then  one  day,  I  wasn't  a  girl  any- 
more. I  was  dressed  in  white  and  as 
she  looked  at  me,  she  hid  the  pain  she 
must  have  felt  and  only  love  showed  in 
her  eyes. 

I  began  my  married  life  thinking  she 
had  been  most  helpful  in  my  life,  but  I 
wouldn't  need  her  anymore.  I  had  be- 
come a  woman.  But  soon  I  learned  that 
becoming  a  woman  does  not  give  you  all 
the  answers.  When  I  washed  and  iron- 
ed, cooked  and  cleaned,  there  were  prob- 
lems, there  were  trials,  there  was 
Mother,  and  there  was  love. 

Then  I  became  a  mother.  I  made 
formulas,  gave  baths,  and  my  children 
snuggled  up  to  me.  But  there  were 
questions  and  there  were  trials.  There 
was  Mother  and  there  was  love. 

It  seems  I  will  never  outgrow  my  need 
for  her.  As  I  grow,  she  grows,  and  my 
need  for  her  grows. 

What  are  mothers  for?  They're  made 
to  wash  and  iron,  cook  and  clean,  but 
first  of  all  they  are  made  for  love. 


Obituary  of 
Pearl  Stroud  Mercer 

Pearl  Stroud  Mercer  of  the  Cabin  Com- 
munity near  Beulaville,  North  Carolina, 
died  March  2,  1974,  after  several  weeks 
of  illness. 

She  was  the  daughter  of  the  late  Ada 
Mercer  Stroud  and  Jobie  Stroud.  Pearl 
was  a  charter  member  of  Cabin  Free  Will 
Baptist  Church.  She  was  a  faithful  wife 
and  loving  mother.  Those  who  survive 
her  are  her  husband,  Dave  Lampton  Mer- 
cer; and  three  daughters,  Ada  Pearl 
Dunn,  Agnes  Jenean  Kennedy  and  Aida 
Jane  Batchelor,  all  of  Pink  Hill,  North 
Carolina. 

Her  funeral  was  conducted  at  the 
Edgerton  Funeral  Home  in  Beulaville  by 
the  Rev.  John  H.  Houghton.  The  burial 
was  in  the  church  cemetery. 

We  can  rejoice  with  the  family  in  the 
hope  they  have  of  meeting  their  loved 
one  again  where  there  will  be  no  more 
parting. 

Respectfully  submitted, 
Mary  E.  Callahan 
Eunice  T.  Noble 
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Chase  Scholarship 
Announced 


Mrs.  Nancy  W.  Chase  of  Eureka  is 
shown  reviewing  with  President  W.  Bur- 
kette  Raper  of  Mount  Olive  College  plans 
for  an  annual  scholarship  for  Wayne 
County  students. 


Mrs.  Nancy  W.  Chase  of  Eureka  has 
established  an  annual  scholarship  at 
Mount  Olive  College  beginning  with  the 
1974-75  academic  year.  President  W. 
Burkette  Raper  announced  that  the 
amount  of  the  award  will  be  $500  and 
that  it  is  open  to  any  qualified  graduate 
of  a  high  school  in  Wayne  County. 

In  announcing  this  scholarship,  Mrs. 
Chase  declared,  "I  have  been  interested 
in  Mount  Olive  College  from  its  begin- 
ning and  I  am  proud  of  this  service  it  is 
rendering  the  people  of  Wayne  County. 
As  a  citizen  of  this  county  I  am  glad  to 
have  this  opportunity  to  invest  in  the 
education  of  our  young  people.  Our 
church-related  colleges  are  a  vital  part 
of  the  educational  system  of  our  state 
and  nation,"  she  added,  "and  it  is  high- 
ly important  that  we  make  them  strong 
and  keep  their  doors  to  Christian  educa- 
tion open." 

Mrs.  Chase  is  a  member  of  the  North 
Carolina  General  Assembly  and  serves 
on  the  Education  Committee  of  the 
House  of  Representatives. 

Wayne  County  students  interested  in 
applying  for  the  Chase  Scholarship 
should  contact  Russell  Duncan,  director 
of  admissions  at  Mount  Olive  College. 


One-Year  Business 
Certificate  to 
Be  Offered 

Mount  Olive  College  has  announced 
the  installation  of  a  one-year  certificate 
program  in  business.  Students  may 
choose  between  either  general  business 
or  secretarial  science. 

Mrs.  Rebecca  Worrell,  business  de- 
partment chairman,  stated,  "This  pro- 
gram affords  an  opportunity  for  students 
to  obtain  one-year  certification  from  a 
liberal  arts  college  with  emphasis  on 
practical  learning  experiences." 

The  courses  outlined  in  this  new  pro- 
gram are  selected  from  those  offered  in 
the  two-year  degree  program  so  that 
credit  can  be  applied  toward  the  Asso- 
ciate in  Science  degree  should  the 
student  decide  to  work  toward  a  degree 
in  business. 

Interested  students  should  contact 
Russell  Duncan,  director  of  admissions 
at  Mount  Olive  College  for  further  in- 
formation. 


Christian  Action 
League 

A  number  of  Free  Will  Baptists  are  in- 
cluded in  the  officers  and  committees  of 
the  Christian  Action  League  of  North 
Carolina  for  the  1974-75  year. 

At  its  April  meeting  in  Raleigh  the 
League  elected  Dr.  W.  Burkette  Raper, 
president  of  Mount  Olive  College  and 
the  Rev.  Walter  Reynolds,  manager  of 
the  Free  Will  Baptist  Press  Foundation, 
Ayden,  North  Carolina,  to  represent  the 
Free  Will  Baptist  denomination  in  the 
League. 

Other  Free  Will  Baptists  on  the  Board 
of  Trustees  include  the  Rev.  Bobby  Bazen, 
pastor  of  Black  Jack  church  in  Pitt 
County,  the  Rev.  R.  H.  Jackson,  pastor 
of  Saint  Mary's  Grove  church  in  Johnston 
County,  Mr.  James  B.  Hunt  Sr.,  a  mem- 
ber of  Marsh  Swamp  Free  Will  Baptist 
Church   in   Wilson   County,   Mr.  Sam 


Weeks,  superintendent  of  the  Free  Will 
Baptist  Children's  Home,  Middlesex. 

The  purpose  of  the  Christian  Action 
League  is  stated  in  the  Preamble  hand- 
book as  follows:  "Motivated  by  firm  con- 
victions regarding  matters  of  personal 
and  social  righteousness  and  realizing 
the  unceasing  efforts  made  by  evil  forces 
to  corrupt  the  moral,  ethical,  and  spirit- 
ual ideals  of  our  land,  we  hereby  unite 
ourselves  in  an  organization  to  further 
the  cause  of  civic  and  social  righteous- 
ness and  promote  the  highest  standards 
of  Christian  morality  in  the  lives  of  our 
people." 


Gifts  to  Moye  Library 

Gifts  to  Moye  Library  for  the  month 
of  March,  1974,  totaled  $568. 

In  Memory  Of 

Mrs.  Fessie  Whitehurst  Bailey  by  Miss 
Jean  E.  Fillingame  and  Dr.  and  Mrs.  W. 
Burkette  Raper,  Mount  Olive,  N.  C. 

Mrs.  K.  Turner  Bailey  by  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
James  B.  Hunt  Sr.,  Lucama,  N.  C. 

Mrs.  Lena  M.  Banks  by  Miss  Margaret 
Banks,  Mr.  Clyde  Banks,  and  Mrs.  Zeb 
Banks  and  Family,  Trenton,  N.  C. 

Mr.  Jack  Barfield  by  Dr.  and  Mrs.  W. 
Burkette  Raper,  Mount  Olive,  N.  C. 

The  Rev.  William  Guy  Boykin  by  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  James  B.  Hunt  Sr.,  Lucama,  N. 
C. 

Mr.  Kermit  Brame  by  Dr.  and  Mrs. 
Burkette  Raper,  Mount  Olive,  N.  C. 

Mrs.  Anna  Belle  Bryan  by  Circle  1, 
First  Free  Will  Baptist  Woman's  Auxiliary, 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  W.  B.  Warren,  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  C.  B.  Wade,  Hey  Smith  Bible  Class, 
First  Free  Will  Baptist  Church,  and  the 
Woman's  Auxiliary,  First  Free  Will  Bap- 
tist Church,  Kinston,  N.  C. 

Mr.  Floyd  T.  Doughtie  by  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Charlie  Dilday  and  the  Laura  Wiggins  Bi- 
ble Class,  Hickory  Chapel  Free  Will  Bap- 
tist Church,  and  Mrs.  Oscar  Willoughby 
and  girls,  Ahoskie,  N.  C. 

Mrs.  Reba  Sumner  Earley  by  Laura 
Wiggins  Bible  Class,  Hickory  Chapel  Free 
Will  Baptist  Church,  Ahoskie,  N.  C. 

Mrs.  Mary  B.  Ferrell  by  Little  Rock 
Free  Will  Baptist  Church,  Lucama,  N.  C. 

Mr.  Odie  Forlines  by  Hines  Memorial 
Class,  Winterville  Free  Will  Baptist 
Church,  Winterville,  N.  C. 

The  Rev.  Herman  Grubbs  by  Mrs. 
Dianne  B.  Riley,  New  Bern,  N.  C;  Mr. 
Gary  Barefoot  and  Mount  Olive  Colleqe 
Alumni  Association,  Mount  Olive,  N.  C.j 
Mary  Rachael's  Adult  Sunday  School 
Class,  Marsh  Swamp  Free  Will  Baptist 
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I  Church,  Wilson,  N.  C;  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Jack 
;  Everett,  Kinston,  N.  C;  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Les- 

I I  lie  Anderson  and  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Sheldon 
• :  Howard,  Mount  Olive,  N.  C;  Gray  Branch 
•  ;Free  Will  Baptist  Church,  Deep  Run,  N. 
I  C;  The  Rev.  and  Mrs.  DeWayne  Eakes, 
I  s  Lucama,  N.  C;  Mrs.  Pluma  Sullivan,  Pike- 
i  ville,  N.  C;  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Robert  B.  Lamm 

and  the  Milbournie  Free  Will  Baptist 
i  Church,  Wilson,  N.  C;  Miss  Selma  Fu- 
trelle  and  Miss  Pattie  Davis,  Oxford,  N. 
C;  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Bill  Futch,  Kinston,  N. 
;  C;  Mrs.  Dorothy  B.  Glover,  Mrs.  Aldena 
B.  Lamm,  and  Mrs.  Katherine  K.  Boyette, 
Wilson,  N.  C;  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Tim  Nichols, 
Sims,  N.  C;  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Douglas  Thomp- 
son and  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Ollie  Williamson, 
i  Wilson,  N.  C;  Mr.  and  Mrs.  B.  M.  Thomp- 
son, Sims,  N.  C;  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Leonard 
Williamson,  Wilson,  N.  C;  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Ricky  Lamm,  Sims,  N.  C;  Mrs.  Jake  Bunn, 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  David  Craft,  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Johnnie  Galloway,  and  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Ash- 
ley Page,  Wilson,  N.  C. 

Mr.  Ebb  Heath  by  Miss  Margaret 
Banks  and  Mr.  Clyde  Banks,  Trenton,  N. 
C. 

Mr.  Lister  Heath  by  Miss  Margaret 
1  Banks  and  Mr.  Cyde  Banks,  Trenton,  N. 
C. 

Mrs.  Louise  D.  High  by  Miss  Imettie 
Raper,  Wilson,  N.  C. 

Mr.  Oscar  Blake  Jackson  by  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Sam  Jackson  and  Connie,  Dunn,  N.  C. 

Mr.  Edward  A.  Jenkins  by  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  W.  Burkette  Raper,  Mount  Olive, 
N.  C;  Miss  Margaret  Banks  and  Mr. 
Clyde  Banks,  Trenton,  N.  C. 

Mr.  Allen  King  by  Mr.  and  Mrs.  R.  R. 
Warwick,  Newton  Grove,  N.  C. 

Mr.  Wilbur  King  by  The  Rom  Mallard 
family,  Trenton,  N.  C. 

Mr.  Dewey  Lancaster  by  Stoney  Creek 
Free  Will  Baptist  Church,  Goldsboro,  N. 
C. 

Mrs.  Ethel  Anglin  McDaniel  by  Dr.  and 
Mrs.  Burkette  Raper,  Mount  Olive,  N.  C. 

Mr.  Rom  Mallard  by  Miss  Margaret 
Banks,  Mr.  Clyde  Banks,  and  Mrs.  Zeb 
Banks  and  family,  Trenton,  N.  C. 

Mrs.  Winnie  Noble  by  Miss  Margaret 
Banks  and  Mr.  Clyde  Banks,  Trenton,  N. 
C. 

Mr.  William  F.  Nunn  by  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Donnell  Whitfield,  Mount  Olive,  N.  C. 

Mr.  Lywood  "Toots"  Rains  by  Mrs. 
Nora  Barnes,  Hickory,  N.  C;  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Charles  Faircloth,  Raleigh,  N.  C; 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Carl  Lee  Thornton,  and 
j  Mrs.  Tempie  Rains,  Princeton,  N.  C. 

Mrs.  Lila  Roberts  by  Mrs.  Lora  King, 
Mount  Olive,  N.  C. 

Mrs.  Minnie  Summerlin  by  Mrs.  An- 
geleta  K.  Tyndall,  Albertson,  N.  C;  Mr. 


and  Mrs.  Eddie  Goodman,  Mount  Olive, 
N.  C;  and  Donie  0.  Jerome,  Ashland, 

Virginia. 

Mrs.  Maude  Terry  by  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Gary  M.  Bailey,  Dudley,  N.  C. 

Mrs.  Esther  Vincent  by  Reedy  Branch 
Free  Will  Baptist  Church,  Winterville,  N. 
C. 

Mrs.  Ellen  Vann  Warren  by  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Robert  Martin  and  Miss  Jean  Fil- 
lingame,  Mount  Olive,  N.  C;  The  Rev. 
and  Mrs.  Earl  Glenn,  Goldsboro,  N.  C; 
Miss  Pamela  Rose  Wood,  Mount  Olive, 
N.  C;  Mrs.  Dianne  Riley,  New  Bern,  N. 
C;  Mr.  Gene  B.  Mercer  and  Mr.  Gary 
Barefoot,  Mount  Olive,  N.  C;  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Ed  Williamson,  Tulsa,  Oklahoma,- 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Claude  Moore,  Turkey,  N. 
C;  Mrs.  Elizabeth  W.  Brinkley,  Newton 
Grove,  N.  C;  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Ernest  F.  Hus- 
sey,  Fayetteville,  N.  C;  The  New  Crea- 
tions, Mount  Olive  College,  Mount  Olive, 
N.  C;  Mrs.  Alene  W.  Hudson,  Newton 
Grove,  N.  C;  and  the  Bioscope  Manufac- 
turing Company,  Tulsa,  Oklahoma. 

In  Honor  Of 

Mr.  A.  Worth  Aycock  by  Woman's 
Auxiliary,  Union  Grove  Free  Will  Baptist 
Church,  Pikeville,  N.  C. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Willie  M.  Everton  by  Dr. 
and  Mrs.  W.  Burkette  Raper,  Mount  Olive, 
N.  C. 

Gifts 

Mrs.  J.  T.  Wilson,  New  Bern,  N.  C. 


Not  a  Question  of 
Liking  It 

When  someone  asked  a  missionary  if 
he  liked  his  work  in  Africa,  he  replied: 
"Do  I  like  this  work?  No;  my  wife  and 
I  do  not  like  dirt.  We  have  reasonably 
refined  sensibilities.  We  do  not  like 
crawling  into  vile  huts  through  goat  re- 
fuse. We  do  not  like  association  with 
ignorant,  filthy,  brutish  people.  But  is 
a  man  to  do  nothing  for  Christ  he  does 
not  like?  God  pity  him,  if  not.  Liking 
or  disliking  has  nothing  to  do  with  it. 
We  have  orders  to  'Go,'  and  we  go.  Love 
constrains  us."— From  a  local  church  bul- 
letin. 


A  child  who  went  to  Sunday  school 
for  the  first  time  came  home  and  told 
her  father  that  she  learned  the  train 
song— "Lead  Us  Not  into  Penn  Station." 
Later  her  father  learned  that  the  chil- 
dren had  sung  a  prayer  hymn,  "Lead  Us 
Not  into  Temptation." 


Bundy  to  Deliver 
Graduation  Address 


The  Honorable  Sam  D.  Bundy 


Sam  D.  Bundy  of  Farmville  will  deliver 
the  1974  graduation  address  at  Mount 
Olive  College  on  Friday,  May  1C  at  7 
p.m.  President  W.  Burkette  Raper  re- 
ported that  approximately  seventy-five 
students  are  expected  to  receive  Asso- 
ciate in  Arts  or  Associate  in  Science  de- 
grees. 

Preceding  graduation  exercises,  a  com- 
mencement worship  service  will  be  held 
at  4  p.m.  in  the  First  Presbyterian 
Church  of  Mount  Olive.  The  sermon  will 
be  preached  by  the  Rev.  Frank  Harrison, 
College  chaplain. 

At  5  p.m.  the  College  Alumni  Associa- 
tion will  hold  its  annual  dinner  honor- 
ing members  of  the  graduating  class  and 
their  parents. 

Bundy,  now  retired  after  forty-two 
years  of  educational  service  in  the  pub- 
lic schools  of  North  Carolina,  is  a  mem- 
ber of  the  Mount  Olive  College  Board  of 
Trustees,  a  member  of  the  North  Caro- 
lina General  Assembly  where  he  is  vice 
chairman  of  the  House  Committee  on 
Education,  and  is  widely  known  through- 
out North  Carolina  and  the  South  as  a 
speaker  on  educational,  religious,  and 
governmental  affairs. 


No  Place  for  Week-Day 
Tasks 

A  man  .  .  .  was  trying  to  get  his 
Negro  servant  to  do  some  unnecessary 
work  on  Sunday.  He  reminded  the  ser- 
vant that  Jesus  had  said  it  was  lawful 
to  pull  an  ox  or  an  ass  out  of  a  pit  on 
the  Sabbath.  "Yes,  Massa,"  was  the 
ready  reply,  "but  not  if  it  fell  in  on  Sat- 
urday."—Dr.  J.  R.  Miller. 
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RESERVATION  NOTICE 

We  plan  to  have  (number)  

attend  the  Christian  Seminar  and 
Workshop  at  the  First  Free  Will  Bap- 
tist Church,  Tarboro,  North  Carolina, 
May  18,  1974. 

Number  who  will  eat  lunch   

Number  who  will  eat  dinner   

Church  Name    

Address   


By   

Return  to:  Mr.  James  A.  Meeks, 
secretary,-  Route  3,  Box  246;  Green- 
ville, North  Carolina  27834. 


OPEN  LETTER 

NORTH  CAROLINA  FREE  WILL  BAPTIST 
LAYMAN'S  LEAGUE  BOARD 

P.  0.  Box  982 
Goldsboro,  North  Carolina  27530 

TO:  ALL  CONCERNED  FREE  WILL  BAPTISTS 

FROM:  NORTH  CAROLINA  FREE  WILL  BAP- 
TIST LAYMAN'S  LEAGUE  PLANNING 
COMMITTEE 

SUBJECT:  CHRISTIAN  SEMINAR  AND 
WORKSHOP 

It  has  been  said  of  late  that  our  de- 
nomination has  experienced  a  "static"  or 
"zero"  growth  condition  for  the  past 
12-14  years.  As  a  matter  of  fact,  some 
of  our  churches  have  experienced  a 
"minus"  growth  factor. 

This  is  not  pointed  out  for  the  pur- 
pose of  criticizing  or  condemning,  but 
rather  as  a  matter  of  great  urgency  and 
concern.  Most  of  us  are  gifted  with  the 
ability  to  criticize  and  point  out  prob- 
lems which  does  little  more  than  to  con- 
tinue to  aggravate  the  condition. 

As  a  group  of  concerned  Christian  men 
and  servants  of  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ, 
we  believe  we  have  recognized  some  of 
the  problem  areas  which  have  contribut- 
ed to  the  lack  of  a  forward  and  progres- 
sive growth  factor  over  the  years  and, 
conversely,  a  roadblock  to  a  biblical  soul- 
winning  program.  With  the  prayerful 
participation  and  joint  labors  of  our  fel- 
low believers  in  Christ,  we  can  and  will 
do  great  and  mighty  things  for  our  Lord 
as  He  leads  and  directs  our  efforts  (Jere- 
miah 33:3;  Acts  2:44). 

Now  that  we  are  aware  that  condi- 
tions do  exist  which  hinder  us  in  growth, 
and  more  importantly,  in  carrying  out 
the  Great  Commission  (Matthew  28:18- 
20),  you  might  rightfully  ask  what  we 
propose  to  do  about  these  conditions. 
Our  plan  is  simple,  scriptural  and  spirit- 
ual in  its  intent,  and  purpose  and  we  be- 
lieve, without  hesitation  or  reservation, 
is  pleasing  to  our  Lord. 

On  Saturday,  May  18,  1974,  at  the 
First  Free  Will  Baptist  Church,  Tarboro, 
North  Carolina,  the  North  Carolina  Free 
Will  Baptist  Layman's  League  Board  will 
sponsor  an  all-day  seminar  and  work- 
shop in  the  spiritual  areas  of: 

1.  Personal  witnessing  and  related 
subjects  by  Edward  Shackleford. 

2.  Training  for  new  converts  and  re- 
lated subjects  by  Jeff  Scarborough. 


3.  Family  devotion  and  special  proj- 
ects by  Denver  Mitchell. 

4.  State  Free  Will  Baptist  "Layman  of 
the  Year"  award. 

5.  Inspirational  sharing  of  talents  of 
men's  groups  from  Free  Will  Baptist 
churches. 

6.  Christian  fellowship  and  prepara- 
tion for  laboring  together  for  the  Lord's 
harvest  (Matthew  9:37,  38). 

The  program  is  only  sponsored  by  the 
Layman's  League  Board  and  is  in  no  way 
limited  to  any  particular  group.  The  en- 
tire family  is  invited  and  we  hope  many 
family  units  will  be  in  attendance. 

This  will  be  a  "Show-and-Do"  type 
program  to  prepare  the  participants  for 
implementation  at  the  local  church  level 
and  is  intended  as  an  ongoing  process 
of  laboring  together  for  our  Lord. 

There  are  several  meaningful  ways  you 
can  help  assure  the  success  of  the  pro- 
gram: 

1.  Pray  with  us  for  a  successful  mission 
and  a  continuing  harvest  as  we  labor 
together. 

2.  Select  an  outstanding  layman  in  your 
church  as  a  nominee  for  the  Layman 
of  the  Year  award  and  forward  infor- 
mation to  us  on  form  provided  with 
enclosed  material. 

3.  Let  us  know  if  you  have  a  talented 
group  of  men  in  your  church  who  will 
share  their  talents  with  us  at  the 
meeting. 

4.  Send  enough  people  to  take  the  in- 
formation back  to  the  local  church 
for  implementation. 

5.  Stress  the  importance  of  this  program 
with  your  people. 

6.  Share  any  suggestions  for  spiritual 
programs  with  us. 

7.  Let  us  know  as  soon  as  possible  how 
many  we  can  expect  from  your  church 
so  that  proper  arrangements  can  be 
made  and  materials  obtained  for 
maximum  benefits. 

8.  Meals— (a)  Women  of  the  Tarboro  Free 
Will  Baptist  Church  will  provide  food 
for  lunch. 

(b)  Dinner  will  be  catered  by  Cherry's 
Barbecue,  Wilson,  North  Carolina. 

We  have  the  challenge  before  us.  How 
we  meet  this  challenge  and  the  retained 
results  will  be  entirely  up  to  each  of  us. 
Let  us  not  fail. 

In  His  service, 

Denver  Mitchell,  Chairman 

North  Carolina  Free  Will  Baptist 

Layman's  League  Board 


LAYMAN  OF  THE  YEAR  NOMINEE 

Our  Layman  of  the  Year  nominee  is: 

Address:   


Conference: 

Church:   

Submitted  by: 


A  brief  resume  of  nominee's  past  work 
for  the  Lord  and  what  he  is  doing  now, 
including  what  offices  he  is  holding  now 
and  has  held  in  the  past,  is  shown  be- 
low: 


Please  send  to:  Mr.  James  A.  Meeks, 
secretary;  Route  3,  Box  246;  Greenville, 
North  Carolina  27834. 

SEMINAR  AND  WORKSHOP 

9:00-  9:30— Registration 

9:30-1 0:00-Welcome  and  Response 
1 0:00-1 1 :30-Workshop 
ll:30-12:30-Lunch 
12:30-  2=00-Workshop 

2:00-  2=15-Break 

2:15-  3:45-Workshop 

3:45-  4:00-Break 

4:00-  5:00-Discussion  Period 

5:00-  6:00-Dinner 

6:00-  7:00-Men's  Talent  Time 

7:00-  8:00-Evening  Workshop 
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BIBLE 


QUESTIONS 

and 
ANSWERS 


Conducted  by  J.  P.  BARROW 
Route  1,  Box  475,  LaGrange,  North  Carolina  28551 


Question:  Please  explain  "And  I  say 
unto  you,  Make  to  yourselves  friends  of 
the  mammon  of  unrighteousness,-  that, 
when  ye  fail,  they  may  receive  you  into 
everlasting  habitations"  (Luke  16:9). 
What  is  this  mammon  of  unrighteous- 
ness? 

Answer:  This  word  "mammon"  used 
here  means  riches  or  wealth;  and  the 
phrase  "mammon  of  unrighteousness" 
describes  the  wrong  purposes  to  which 
wealth  or  possessions  have  been  put  by 
those  of  this  unrighteous  world.  Neither 
the  Lord  nor  the  Bible  anywhere  con- 
demns riches  or  wealth  as  such.  To  the 
contrary:  When  God  had  completed  His 
creative  activities,  including  the  earth 
with  all  therein,  He  pronounced  it  as  be- 
ing "very  good."  "And  God  saw  every 
thing  that  he  had  made,  and,  behold,  it 
was  very  good  .  .  ."  (Genesis  1:31).  This 
does  not  deny  the  fact  that  sin  entered 
with  our  first  parents,  and  disobedience 
and  decay  with  that  sin. 

We  do,  however,  find  that  in  spite  of 
all  this  there  will  come  a  time  when 
God  in  judgment  will  rid  the  earth  of 
sin  and  will  confine  all  sin  and  that  not 
cleansed  in  "the  blood  of  the  Lamb"  to 
a  place  the  Bible  calls  the  "lake  of  fire." 
And  death  and  hell  were  cast  into  the 
lake  of  fire.  This  is  the  second  death. 
And  whosoever  was  not  found  written 
in  the  book  of  life  was  cast  into  the 
lake  of  fire"  (Revelation  20:14,  15);  "But 
the  fearful,  and  unbelieving,  and  the 
abominable,  and  murderers,  and  whore- 
mongers, and  sorcerers,  and  idolaters, 
and  all  liars,  shall  have  their  part  in  the 
lake  which  burneth  with  fire  and  brim- 
stone: which  is  the  second  death"  (Reve- 
lation 21:8). 

It  is  the  love  of  money,  the  love  of 
wealth  or  riches  that  God  condemns. 
"For  the  love  of  money  is  the  root  of  all 
evil:  which  while  some  coveted  after, 
they  have  erred  from  the  faith,  and 
pierced  themselves  through  with  many 
sorrows"  (1  Timothy  6:10).  This  is  be- 
cause it  tends  to  turn  one's  thoughts 


from  God  and  those  things  that  the 
Word  of  God  holds  before  us  as  being 
essential  to  holy  living  in  a  life  of  obe- 
dient service  to  God.  One  may  not  put 
his  whole  effort  to  material  gains  and 
at  the  same  time  do  his  duty  as  the  Bible 
demands  of  a  Christian.  We  each  need 
always  to  remember  that  the  Bible  teach- 
es that  first  things  should  have  priority 
in  all  the  Christian  thinks,  plans,  and 
does.  "And  why  take  ye  thought  for 
raiment?  Consider  the  lilies  of  the 
field,  how  they  grow;  they  toil  not, 
neither  do  they  spin:  .  .  .  Therefore  take 
no  thought,  saying,  What  shall  we  eat? 
or,  What  shall  we  drink?  or,  Where- 
withal shall  we  be  clothed?  ...  But  seek 
ye  first  the  kingdom  of  God,  and  his 
righteousness,-  and  all  these  things  shall 
be  added  unto  you"  (Matthew  6:28,  31, 
33);  "I  can  do  all  things  through  Christ 
which  strengtheneth  me.  ...  But  my 
God  shall  supply  all  your  need  accord- 
ing to  his  riches  in  glory  by  Christ  Jesus" 
(Philippians  4:13,  19). 

John  I.  Paton  in  the  book,  Bible  Ques- 
tions Answered,  says  the  following  on 
Page  53: 

"Men  apart  from  God  do  not  know 
how  to  use  riches  correctly.  Believers 
can  also  fall  into  a  wrong  attitude  to- 
ward riches  by  failing  to  walk  with  the 
Lord.  Paul  warns  that  those  who  wish 
to  be  rich  and  are  resolved  to  be  so  at 
any  cost  are  not  only  exposed  to  tempta- 
tion but  actually  fall  into  the  snare  of 
Satan  and  into  lusts  which  deceive  with 
deadly  hurt  (1  Timothy  6:9). 

"It  is  not  wrong  to  have  riches,  but  it 
is  wrong  to  have  riches  and  allow  them 
to  come  between  the  soul  and  God." 

So  this  is  one  of  the  places  in  the  Bi- 
ble where  God  is  warning  us  Christians 
not  to  allow  Satan  to  use  the  things  from 
God's  bountiful  hand  of  creation  to  turn 
our  minds  from  the  main  purpose  He 
had  in  the  making  of  these  for  our  use 
and  enjoyment.  When  we  do  what  all 
obedient  Christians  must  do— "seek  first 
the  kingdom  of  God  and  His  righteous- 


ness"—we  may  have  greater  enjoyment 
of  and  a  better  use  of  the  things  God 
has  devised  for  our  use  and  good.  When 
we  try  it  the  other  way  around,  which 
is  Satan's  way  for  us,  we  need  to  expect 
heartbreaks  and  disappointments  and 
even  defeat  in  the  Christian  life. 


Woman's  Auxiliary 

(continued  from  page  five) 

quiz.  This  will  be  done  each  year,  in- 
cluding the  previous  one.  The  plaque 
will  be  appropriately  inscribed. 

By  motion  and  vote  that  carried,  the 
convention  will  give  $10  to  each  winner 
of  the  declamations  and  essays.  Mrs. 
Wall  presented  AFC  essay  winner,  Teresa 
Mann,  and  YFA  winner,  Steven  Hill.  Each 
read  his  essay  on  "Power  of  Prayer." 
Denise  Miller,  declamation  winner,  was 
presented  and  gave  her  speech  on  "Pray- 
er Is."  These  winners  were  from  St. 
Mary's  church,  New  Bern,  North  Caro- 
lina. 

After  announcements,  we  adjourned 
for  lunch,  with  grace  and  benediction  by 
the  Rev.  Ralph  Sumner. 

The  afternoon  session  opened  with 
hymn  and  prayer  by  the  Rev.  E.  E.  Ed- 
wards. Special  music  was  by  Denise 
Smith  and  Kay  Thigpen  from  the  Sandy 
Plain  church.  Scripture  came  from  Luke 
22.  A  duet,  "He  Did  It  All  for  Me,"  was 
rendered. 

Mrs.  W.  E.  Baldree,  "Woman  of  the 
Year"  chairman,  reported  11  entrants. 
Each  one  present  was  recognized.  Mrs. 
Bertha  ("Ma")  Smith  from  the  Beula- 
ville  church  was  the  winner,-  Mrs.  Zel- 
phia  Powell  from  the  Moseley  Creek 
church  was  runner-up.  Mrs.  Baldree 
read  the  entry  for  Mrs.  Smith;  Mrs. 
Smith  was  then  presented  a  corsage  and 
a  silver  tray,  appropriately  engraved, 
from  the  convention.  She  very  gracious- 
ly thanked  the  convention. 

Other  denominational  work  reports 
followed.  Mrs.  S.  W.  McCoy,  enlistment 
chairman,  gave  her  report.  She  urged 
the  importance  of  personal  contact  in 
enlisting  members.  Mrs.  Richard  Bryan, 
study  course  chairman,  gave  her  report. 
She  urged  members  to  study,  especially 
the  manual,  because  we  grow  spiritually 
by  studying.  Program-Prayer  Chairman 
Mrs.  John  W.  Taylor  gave  her  report. 
Mrs.  C.  B.  Hansley,  benevolence  chair- 
man, gave  her  report,  and  urged  local 
auxiliaries  to  support  our  superannua- 
tion program.  A  moment  of  silent  pray- 
er, closed  by  the  Rev.  C.  B.  Hansley,  was 
(continued  on  page  thirteen) 
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S  TORIES 

for  our  youth 


SANDRA'S  PLAN 

n 

|^  ANDRA  was  thinking.  She  had  been 
U  thinking  hard  for  several  days. 

Ever  since  she  had  heard  her  father 
and  mother  talking  about  what  they 
could  do  to  help  get  their  new  church 
built,  Sandra  had  wanted  to  help,  too. 

But  what  could  a  girl  do  who  was  only 
nine  years  old? 

If  I  were  a  boy,  I  could  run  errands 
for  the  men  who  work  on  the  church, 
she  told  herself.  But  what  can  a  girl 
do? 

One  night  after  she  had  gone  to  bed, 
she  heard  her  father  say,  "Well,  they 
have  decided  to  brick  the  new  church." 

Sandra  lay  quietly  thinking  how  pret- 
ty their  new  church  would  be  finished 
with  brick.  In  her  mind  she  could  just 
see  the  neat  rows  of  brick  covering  the 
outside  of  the  building. 

That  made  her  thinK  of  a  story  she  had 
read  about  a  mission  station.  It  had 
been  built  of  brick.  Churches  in  America 
had  sent  the  money  to  buy  the  bricks. 
Even  boys  and  girls  had  given  pennies, 
nickels,  and  dimes  to  help  buy  bricks. 

Bricksl  Why,  that  is  what  I  can  dol 
Sandra  told  herself. 

"I  have  twenty  dimes  in  my  bank," 
she  whispered.  "Maybe  that  would  buy 
twenty  bricks." 

The  more  she  thought  about  her  idea, 
the  more  she  wanted  to  help  buy  bricks 
for  their  pretty  new  church. 

I  guess  twenty  bricks  wouldn't  go  very 
far  on  the  building,  she  tojd  herself  after 
a  while.  Then  she  thought  hard. 

"Why,  I  know  what  I  can  do!"  Sandra 
whispered  excitedly,  sitting  right  up  in 
bed.  "I  can  ask  Granddad  to  give  me 
some  dimes  for  bricks!  And  I  can  ask 
Uncle  Dave  and  Uncle  Bill  and  Aunt 
Mary.  I  just  know  they  would  be  glad  to 
help." 

Just  as  Sandra  was  about  to  go  to 


sleep,  she  whispered,  "Tomorrow  I  will 
ask  our  pastor  if  I  can  help  buy  bricks 
for  our  pretty  new  church." 

Sandra  could  hardly  wait  until  school 
was  out  the  next  afternoon.  She  plan- 
ned to  stop  at  the  parsonage  as  she 
walked  home  from  school.  And  if  her 
pastor  was  home,  she  would  ask  about 
the  bricks. 

He  was  home.  "Why,  Sandra!"  he 
said,  when  she  had  told  him  all  about 
her  plan.  "What  a  wonderful  idea!  We 
have  been  wondering  where  we  would 
get  money  to  buy  bricks.  Bring  your 
dimes  next  Sunday  and  we  will  get  start- 
ed on  our  brick  money." 

When  Sandra  reached  home,  she 
found  her  grandfather  there. 

"Here,  Sandra!"  he  said.  "I've  been 
filling  a  dime  bank  for  your  birthday.  I 
might  as  well  give  it  to  you  now." 

Sandra's  eyes  sparkled.  "Oh,  good!" 
she  said.  "Dimes!  Thank  you,  Grandad. 
Did  you  know  that  dimes  can  buy  bricks 
for  our  new  church?  Would  you  mind 
if  I  bought  bricks  instead  of  a  birthday 
present?" 

"Dimes?  Bricks?"  said  Grandad  in 
surprise. 

Sandra  told  him  all  about  her  plan  to 
help. 

"Hm-m!"  was  all  he  said. 

In  a  little  while  he  went  out.  When 
he  came  back,  her  grandfather  placed  a 
box  in  her  lap.  It  was  small  but  very 
heavy. 

Lifting  the  lid  from  the  box,  Sandra's 
eyes  opened  wide.  The  little  box  was 
filled  with  rolls  of  dimes! 

"Is  it  for  bricks,  Grandad?"  she  asked 
softly. 

"Yes,  it's  for  your  bricks,"  said 
Grandad. 

Noticing  that  the  rolls  were  marked 
$5,  Sandra  began  to  count,  "Five  dol- 
lars, ten  dollars—" 

"Why,  Grandad!"  she  said.  "There's 
$100  in  this  little  box!   Won't  my  pas- 


tor be  surprised!  Let's  see— $100  am 
$5  and  $2-why,  that  makes  $107  fo 
bricks!" 

On  the  day  the  first  service  was  hel< 
in  the  pretty  new  church,  Sandra  lookei 
around  happily. 

It  isn't  just  because  we  have  our  nev 
church,  she  told  herself.  And  it  isn' 
because  I  could  help  get  dimes  for  th< 
bricks.  I'm  so  happy  because  Jesus  ha: 
put  His  joy  right  down  in  my  heart,  ant 
I  can  love  Him  at  church  and  at  homi 
and  just  everywhere!— The  Primary  Pu 
pit. 


When  the  late  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Henri 
Ford  celebrated  their  golden  weddinoj 
anniversary,  a  reporter  asked  them,  "T(j 
what  do  you  attribute  your  50  years  o 
successful  married  life?" 

"The  formula,"  said  Ford,  "is  th« 
same  formula  I  have  always  used  in  mak: 
ing  cars— just  stick  to  one  model." 


If  I  had  been  named  according  to  thes 
life  I  have  lived  my  first  name  would  bej 
"Ima"  and  my  last  name  "Mess." 


BOOKSTORE 

HOURS 

***** 

*  The  Ayden  Bible  and  Bookstore! 

*  located  at  the  Free  Will  Baptisi 

*  Press  Foundation,  Inc.,  81 1  NortH 

*  Lee  Street,  Ayden,  North  Caroj 

*  lina,   observes   the  following 

*  hours: 

*  Monday-Friday— 8  a.m.  to  5  p.mj 

*  Saturday— 9  a.m.  to  5  p.m. 


Church  Furniture 

PEWS  -  PULPITS  -  ALTARS 
FONTS-  SCREENS  -  LECTERNS 
READING  STANDS  -  CHAIRS 
TABLES  -  OFFERING  PLATES 

Free  Estimates  and  Planning 

For  information  write 

Free  Will  Baptist 
Press 

P.  O.  Box  158 
Ayden,  N.  C.  28513 


12 


THE  FREE  WILL  BAPTISI 


ild 


3W 


FREE  WILL  BAPTIST  CHILDREN'S  HOME 


"A  Christian  Home  for  Boys  and  Girls" 

MIDDLKSKX,  NORTH  C\I«>UN\  27557 

Phone  (919)  235-4079 

MR.  SAAAMY  WEEKS,  Superintendent 


Stancil's  Chapel  Visits 
Home 


On  Saturday,  April  20,  Stancil's  Chapel 
church  came  to  the  Home  and  held  a 
cookout.  They  served  hot  dogs,  potato 
chips,  drinks  and  cakes.  There  was 
plenty  of  food  and  we  all  had  a  won- 
derful time. 

Any  church  desiring  to  schedule  a 
cookout  at  the  Home  should  arrange  it 
by  telephoning  the  superintendent  at 
235-4079. 
Let  us  hear  from  you  soon! 


Founder's  Day-May  25 

The  Children's  Home  will  celebrate  its 
fifty-fourth  anniversary  at  Founder's  Day 
on  Saturday,  May  25,  1974.  Some  may 
ask,  just  what  is  Founder's  Day?  It  is  a 
day  set  aside  in  memory  of  our  fore- 
fathers who  had  a  vision  and  saw  that 
vision  fulfilled  in  May  of  1920  when  the 
first  children  came  to  our  Home.  Our 
founders'  faith  was  strong  and  their 
works  were  equal  to  the  task.  Now,  54 
years  later  faithful,  dedicated,  Free  Will 
Baptists  are  still  providing  a  Christian 
home  for  unfortunate,  helpless  boys  and 
girls.  Let  us  at  this  point  pause  to  say, 
"We  thank  you,  heavenly  Father,  for 
sending  faithful  workers  into  the  fields 
to  witness  your  love  to  your  little  ones." 

Our  Founder's  Day  services  will  begin 
at  10:30  a.m.  in  Memorial  Chapel.  The 
guest  speaker  will  be  the  Rev.  Lloyd  Ver- 
non, senior  member  of  the  Eastern  Con- 
ference. At  noon,  we  will  eat  lunch  on 
the  grounds,  weather  permitting.  Each 


family  is  asked  to  bring  a  picnic  basket, 
but  the  Home  will  provide  the  drinks 
for  the  meal.  In  the  afternoon,  enter- 
tainment will  be  provided  through  out- 
door games  and  gospel  singing  by  various 
Christian  groups.  The  facilities  of  the 
Home  will  be  open  all  afternoon  for 
those  who  wish  to  tour  the  area  and  see 
what  life  is  like  at  the  Home. 

About  one  month  ago,  a  letter  was 
written  to  all  church  pastors  reminding 
them  that  May  has  been  designated  as 
"Children's  Home  Month"  within  our  de- 
nomination by  our  State  Convention. 
Each  church  is  requested  to  take  up  a 
special  love  offering  for  the  Home  on 
Mother's  Day,  Sunday,  May  12.  This 
offering  will  be  in  memory  of  and  in 
honor  of  our  mothers  and  the  vital  role 
they  have  filled  in  providing  a  Christian 
home  for  children.  During  the  Founder's 
Day  services  on  Saturday,  May  25,  there 
will  be  a  place  on  the  program  for  the 
church  pastor  or  a  representative  to 
present  your  Mother's  Day  offering  to 
the  Home.  If  your  church  is  unable  to 
be  represented  on  Founder's  Day,  then 
please  mail  in  your  offering  in  time  to 
arrive  by  May  25. 

The  staff  and  children  at  the  Home. are 
eagerly  awaiting  the  coming  of  this 
Founder's  Day,  not  just  for  the  occasion, 
but  because  it  will  be  an  opportunity 
for  us  to  be  with  you.  We  have  an  ex- 
citing program  planned  for  this  special 
day,  so,  don't  disappoint  us;  let  us  know 
that  you  care  for  us  by  your  presence  on 
May  25. 


Woman's  Auxiliary 

(continued  from  page  eleven) 

offered  in  memory  of  those  who  served 
God  so  faithfully  and  recently  departed 
this  life.  Mrs.  Rivers  Winstead,  district 
field  worker,  spoke  briefly  on  her  work, 
and  urged  the  auxiliaries  to  continue  in 
even  greater  service  for  the  Lord. 

Minutes  of  the  executive  meeting  were 
read  for  information,  and  the  secretary's 
report  was  given.    Motions  that  were 


recommended  to  the  convention  were  by 
motion  and  vote  carried.  They  were  the 
following:  (1)  to  send  $10  to  the  C.  J. 
Banks  Memorial  Fund  at  Mount  Olive  Col- 
lege in  memory  of  Mrs.  Clyde  Banks, 
who  served  for  many  years  as  pin  award 
chairman;  (2)  to  relieve  Mrs.  Mack  Ross, 
assistant  secretary,  and  Mrs.  J.  C.  Grif- 
fin, pin  award  chairman,  of  their  duties 
since  they  have  requested  this,-  (3)  to 
support  our  state  auxiliary  project  for 
the  year  of  $3,000,  if  the  convention 
passes  on  this.  It  is  for  the  purchase 
and  installation  of  air  conditioning  of 
the  Memorial  Chapel  at  the  Children's 
Home.  Continuing,  the  carried  motions 
were  as  follows:  (4)  to  accept  the  recom- 
mendation of  the  state  executive  com- 
mittee to  continue  our  $3,000  mission 
quota  for  Mrs.  Lucy  Timmons,  Mrs.  San- 
dra Jones,  and  Mrs.  Mattie  Lou  Link 
($1,000  each  per  year),  plus  a  quota  of 
$1,500  a  year  for  home  missions,-  (5)  by 
motion  and  vote  in  regard  to  the  resolu- 
tion that  had  previously  been  tabled,  it 
was  decided  to  leave  the  program  in  the 
hands  of  the  program-prayer  chairman 
and  to  plan  it  as  previously.  The  treas- 
urer, Mrs.  Rom  Mallard,  gave  the  treas- 
urer's report,  and  the  financial  report  of 
today.   Both  were  accepted. 

In  new  business,  the  convention  voted 
to  send  $5  to  the  General  Auxiliary  Con- 
ference when  it  meets.  Mrs.  Matthew 
Prescott  was  elected  to  fill  the  unex- 
pired term  of  Mrs.  J.  C.  Griffin  as  pin 
award  chairman. 

The  resolutions  committee  recom- 
mended that  we  resolve  to  show  our 
Christian  love  to  all  that  we  come  in 
contact  with  by  putting  this  love  in  ac- 
tion and  by  supporting  each  of  our  de- 
nominational enterprises  this  year,  so 
that  God's  love  may  abound  and  His 
kingdom  grow. 

The  courtesy  committee  requested  that 
we  give  a  rising  vote  of  thanks  and  ap- 
preciation to  the  host  church  for  the 
very  warm  welcome  extended,  the  gra- 
cious hospitality,  and  the  bountiful 
lunch  that  was  enjoyed  by  everyone.  Our 
appreciation  extended  to  the  gracious 
fellowship  and  the  beautiful  flowers  in 
the  church. 

Delegates  were  appointed  to  the  state 
convention.  Other  district  conventions 
will  be  represented  by  delegates  or  let- 
ter. The  convention  adjourned  with 
benediction  by  Mrs.  Rivers  Winstead. 

The  music  director  was  Mrs.  Bobby 
Houston  and  the  pianist,  Mrs.  Melba 
Sumner. 

(continued  on  page  fifteen) 
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ST.  CLAIRE  BIBLE  CLAStf) 

THE  SUNDAY  fC'ZiX> 


SCHOOL  LESSOI 

FOR  MAY  19 


Bold  Witness  Provokes 
Controversy 

Lesson  Text:  Acts  21:10-14,  17-24 
Memory  Verse:  Acts  21:13 

I.  INTRODUCTION 

Someone  has  remarked  that  whenever 
Paul  visited  a  community  he  started 
either  a  revival  or  a  riot.  Our  recent 
lessons  seem  to  verify  this.  His  enemies 
said  he  "turned  the  world  upside  down." 
This,  however,  wasn't  fair  to  Paul.  Paul 
knew  the  world  was  upside  down  and 
he  wanted  to  turn  it  right  side  up. 

Paul  also  knew  that  in  order  to  do 
this  he  would  need  a  bold  witness  for 
Christ.  He  and  his  friends  would  have 
to  risk  still  further  provocation,  how- 
ever, if  such  a  bold  witness  was  made. 
Yet,  he  did  not  hold  back;  he  went  on 
even  unto  death  to  carry  out  the  com- 
mand of  his  Lord  to  "go  into  all  the 
world"  as  a  witness  for  Him. 

-The  Advanced  Quarterly  (F.W.B.). 

II.  HINTS  THAT  HELP 

A.  Is  it  possible  that  one  of  the  things 
wrong  with  the  church  today  is  our  easy 
life?  Would  we  be  more  faithful  if  it 
cost  us  more  to  be  Christians?  If  some 
real  persecution  came  to  the  church  to- 
day, and  many  of  us  had  to  suffer  as 
Christians,  would  this  increase  our  ap- 
preciation for  the  opportunity  of  being 
a  witness  to  Christ? 

B.  Did  Paul  do  wrong  to  go  to  Jerusa- 
lem against  the  advice  of  so  many  other 
Christians?  Bible  scholars  have  argued 
about  this  for  centuries.  Some  say  that 
he  did  make  a  mistake  and  that  is  why 
he  had  so  much  trouble.  Others  say  that 
each  man  must  decide  for  himself 
whether  the  Lord  is  leading  him,  and 
that  this  was  a  question  that  Paul  had  to 
decide  and  not  other  Christians.  Of 
course,  we  cannot  settle  the  controversy, 
but  we  are  inclined  to  feel  that  Paul  did 
the  right  thing.  How  do  you  feel  and 
why? 

C.  There  is  a  principle  that  we  should 


always  remember:  "It  is  never  right  to 
do  wrong  to  get  an  opportunity  to  do 
right."  On  the  other  hand  was  it  wrong 
for  Paul  to  go  through  the  process  of 
Jewish  purification?  We  do  not  believe 
that  Paul  sacrificed  one  single  moral  or 
spiritual  principle  in  order  to  do  this, 
and  it  did  give  him  a  great  opportunity 
that  he  would  not  have  had  otherwise. 
Are  you  willing  to  do  some  things  that 
are  not  wrong  but  simply  useless  in  or- 
der to  have  an  opportunity  to  witness? 

D.  There  are  those  who  refuse  to  take 
a  stand  on  many  things  because  they  say 
that  it  will  involve  them  in  controversy. 
Is  this  right?  Are  we  justified  in  keep- 
ing silent  when  the  Lord  needs  a  wit- 
ness? All  will  agree  that  there  is  no 
point  in  speaking  out  just  for  the  sake 
of  controversy.  But  often  men  keep 
silent  when  their  taking  a  stand  would 
have  a  great  positive  influence  on  others 
and  help  them  also  to  take  a  stand  for 
Christ.  This,  we  believe,  is  when  silence 
becomes  sin. 

E.  Many  people  say  that  they  do  not 
try  to  witness  for  Christ  because  they 
do  not  know  how.  Yet  many  of  these 
people  have  been  Christians  for  twenty 
or  thirty  years  and  they  are  making  no 
apparent  effort  to  learn  how.  Is  this  a 
justifiable  position? 

-The  Bible  Teacher  (F.W.B.). 

III.  ADDITIONAL  TRUTHS 

A.  The  will  of  the  Lord  be  done.  This 
is  a  very  significant  factor  in  this  entire 
record.  It  is  one  thing  to  be  foolhardy; 
it  is  quite  another  to  place  one's  life  at 
God's  disposal  when  courage  is  called 
for.  It  is  one  thing  to  be  stubborn  in 
regard  to  one's  own  whims;  it  is  quite 
another  to  be  bold  for  truth  and  righ- 
teousness and  justice  in  the  name  of  the 
Lord.  Some  people  are  bold  because 
they  want  to  have  their  own  way.  This 
is  a  boldness  we  may  pray  God  to  help 
us  overcome.  This  kind  of  boldness 
does  stir  up  controversy,  but  it  is  con- 
troversy that  is  without  good  purpose. 
But  to  have  the  courage  to  speak  for 
what  is  right  in  the  sight  of  God— this  is 


Churches  and  Ministers 
Available 

( Note:  This  column  is  provided,  when 
needed,  for  any  church  that  is  seeking  i 
pastor  and  for  any  minister  who  is  seeking 
a  church  to  serve  and  would  like  to  give 
such  notice.  Please  send  the  necessary  in- 
formation to  the  editor  of  "The  Free  Will 
Baptist."  Each  notice  will  run  for  two  is- 
sues only.) 


Trent  Free  Will  Baptist  Church,  Mer-| 
ritt,  North  Carolina,  is  in  need  of  a  pas-| 
tor.  If  interested,  please  contact  Mr.l 
H.  L.  Spruill,  Merritt,  North  Carolina] 
(telephone  745-3773). 

The  Rev.  Arnold  Woodlief  of  410  West 
Milton  Avenue,  Marianna,  Florida  (tele- 
phone 904-112-482-4659)  announces  that 
he  is  available  for  revival  services  in 
North  Carolina  or  elsewhere.  He  writes, 
"The  first  great  need  in  every  church 
earnestly  seeking  a  revival  of  the  workj 
of  God's  kingdom  is  a  richer  inflowing' 
of  the  blessed  life  of  Jesus  Christ,  of  the! 
life  He  is,  and  which  He  freely  and  gra- 
ciously communicates  to  His  children." 


the  boldness  for  which  we  should  always; 
pray. 

B.  One  quality  that  was  evident  in  the 
lives  of  the  early  Christians  was  bold- 
ness, or  courage.  When  we  think  about 
it,  we  are  ashamed,  or  at  least  we  should 
be  ashamed,  of  the  timidity  that  pad- 
locks our  own  lips  when  we  should  be 
bold  for  our  Lord.  The  disciples  were 
not  men  of  prestige  nor  of  extraordinary 
human  powers.  On  one  occasion  Peter 
himself,  when  he  had  the  opportunity 
to  speak  for  Christ,  denied  Him  instead. 
But  that  was  before  the  resurrection. 
Now  Christ  was  risen.  Peter  and  the 
others  had  seen  Him.  They  served  a  liv- 
ing Saviour.  Now  they  possessed  a  bold- 
ness of  conviction,  a  courage  that  in- 
creased because  it  was  accompanied  by 
bold  action. 

C.  But  who  wants  controversy?  Have 
we  not  had  too  much  of  it  already?  Yes 
we  have— controversy  over  the  wrong 
things.  But  we  still  have  need  for  bold- 
ness in  witnessing  for  Christ.  And,  as 
our  lesson  title  states,  "Bold  witness 
provokes  controversy."  If  we  are  faith- 
ful to  God  in  our  witnessing,  we  can 
expect  some  controversy. 

—Standard  Lesson  Commentary. 
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HOW  RELIABLE  IS 
PRAYER? 

(continued  from  page  three) 

The  greatest  decision  of  His  life  was 
to  be  made  in  this  hour,  and  there  was 
no  one  to  whom  He  could  turn  for  ad- 
vice,- there  was  no  one  who  could  coun- 
sel with  Him.  He  was  alone— as  we  all 
are  in  the  deepest  moments  of  life— 
alone  with  God! 

In  an  act  of  solitary  prayer,  Jesus  had 
to  decide  which  road  to  take.  If  He  re- 
mained where  He  was,  Judas  and  his 
men  could  be  expected  soon  and  a  vio- 
lent death  awaited  Him.  There  was  still 
time  to  withdraw  from  the  emotionally 
charged  atmosphere  of  Jerusalem  and  go 
back  to  Galilee  where  He  could  continue 
preaching,  teaching,  and  healing,  or  per- 
haps in  today's  thought  pattern,  He 
could  retire,  travel,  and  write  a  book! 

The  decision  was  His,  and  no  one  else 
could  make  it  for  Him.  Fortunately,  He 
sought  the  answer  not  through  a  com- 
mittee of  His  disciples,  not  through  a 
study  and  analysis  of  the  "facts,"  but  in 
prayer  with  Abba,  His  Father.  Jesus 
had  taught  so  much  about  prayer.  He 
did  not  hesitate  to  use  prayer  as  the  sole 
means  of  making  the  most  important  de- 
cision of  His  life  and  indeed,  the  most 
important  decision  in  the  history  of  man- 
kind: ".  .  .  Not  as  I  will,  but  as  thou 
wilt"  (see  Matthew  26:39). 

The  meaning  of  this  experience  for 
our  Lord  is  recorded  in  Hebrews  5:7-9: 
"Who  in  the  days  of  his  flesh,  when  he 
had  offered  up  prayers  and  supplications 
with  strong  crying  and  tears  unto  him 
that  was  able  to  save  him  from  death, 
.  .  .  Though  he  were  a  Son,  yet  learned 
he  obedience  by  the  things  which  he  suf- 
fered; And  being  made  perfect,  he  be- 
came the  author  of  eternal  salvation  un- 
to all  them  that  obey  him." 

I  Walked  Today  Where  Jesus  Walked 

I  walked  today  where  Jesus  walked, 

In  days  of  long  ago: 
I  wandered  down  each  path  He  knew, 

With  reverent  step  and  slow. 
Those  little  lanes,  they  have  not  changed— 

A  sweet  peace  fills  the  air. 
I  walked  today  where  Jesus  walked, 

And  felt  His  presence  there. 

My  pathway  led  through  Bethlehem, 

Ah,  memories  ever  sweet; 
The  little  hills  of  Galilee, 

That  knew  those  childish  feet; 
The  Mount  of  Olives:  hallowed  scenes 

That  Jesus  knew  before; 
I  saw  the  mighty  Jordan  roll 

As  in  the  days  of  yore. 

I  knelt  today  where  Jesus  knelt, 
Where  all  alone  He  prayed; 

The  Garden  of  Gethsemane— 
My  heart  felt  unafraid! 


I  picked  my  heavy  burden  up, 
And  with  Him  by  my  side, 

I  climbed  the  Hill  of  Calvary, 
Where  on  the  Cross  He  died! 

I  walked  today  where  Jesus  walked 
And  felt  Him  close  to  me! 

—Daniel  S.  Twohig 


District  Per  Capita  Dues  220.15 
Woman  of  the  Year  Award  16.57 


Total  Disbursements 


883.48 


Woman's  Auxiliary 

(continued  from  page  thirteen) 

CONVENTION  FINANCIAL  STATEMENT 

(March  21,  1974) 
Balance  brought  forward  $  200.15 

Receipts 

Receipts  from  Auxiliaries  $693.40 

Offerings  for  Mount  Olive 
College  and  Children's 
Home  155.15 

Lunch  Money  for 

Development  158.00 


Balance  $  323.22 

TREASURER'S  REPORT 
(March  21,  1974) 
Balance  Brought  Forward  $  200.15 

Receipts  from  Churches  2,517.68 


Total  for  Which  to  Account  2,71.7.83 


Disbursements 


Total  Receipts 


1,006.55 


Total  for  Which  to  Account  1,206.70 

Disbursements 
Offering,  Children's 

Home  79.00 
Offering,  Mount  Olive 

College  79.00 

Secretary  20.00 

Secretary's  Expense  10.61 

Treasurer  25.00 

Treasurer's  Expense  8.00 

Adopted  Child's  Clothing  75.00 

Send  Child  to  Camp  50.00 

Spending  Money  at  Camp  20.00 

Executive  Board             ~  20.00 
Declamation  and  Essay 

Winners  30.00 
Fee  to  State  Auxiliary 

Convention  5.00 
Fee  to  General  Auxiliary 

Convention  5.00 

State  Per  Capita  Dues  220.15 


Christian  Service  Fund  $ 
Alice  E.  Lupton 

Scholarship 
The  Children's  Home 
The  Children's  Home 

( Freezer ) 
Mount  Olive  College 
Mount  Olive  College 

( Organ ) 
The  Harold  Jones  Fund 
Missions 
Home  Missions 
Foreign  Missions 
Mexican  Missions  (Ortega 
Texas  Missions  ( Timmons 
Mattie  Link   ( Missions ) 
Superannuation 
Cragmont  Assembly 
Camp  Vandemere 
J.  C.  Griffin  Scholarship 


512.00 

96.00 
441.23 

200.00 
132.39 

113.06 
144.00 
340.35 
82.65 
80.00 
22.00 
23.50 
45.00 
130.50 
88.00 
65.00 
2.00 


Total  Disbursements 


2,517.68 


Balance  on  Hand  $  200.15 

Balance,  Spending  Money  for 

Randy  Faircloth  $  108.86 


HAVE  YOU  RENEWED  YOUR 
SUBSCRIPTION? 


Notice  Notice 

All  Free  Will  Baptists  Are  Invited  to  Attend 
FOUNDER'S  DAY 

at  the 

Free  Will  Baptist  Children's  Home 

MIDDLESEX,  NORTH  CAROLINA 


on 

Saturday,  May  25, 1974 

10:30  A.M.   Worship  Service 

Rev.  Lloyd  Vernon  (Speaker) 

12:00  A.M.   Lunch  (Bring  Picnic  Baskets) 
1=00  P.M.   Gospel  Singing 
2:30  P.M.   Tour  of  Campus  and  Games 

BRING  YOUR  GIFTS  AND  MOTHER'S  DAY  OFFERINGS  FOR  THE  HOME 
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ANIMALS 

by  Mrs.  Royce  Matthews 


(f\  g  \vNv d 


Above  are  the  answers  to  last  week's  puzzle,  "Animals."   Each  animal  from 

biblical  times  is  circled.  The  answers  may  be  read  vertically,  horizontally,  or  diagon- 
ally, and  may  be  spelled  forwards  or  backwards. 


Camping  Preparations 

Being  the  wilT  of  our  lord,  our  1974 
season  at  Cragmont  will  begin  soon.  The 
manager  and  part  of 'his  staff  will  arrive  . 
around  the  fifteenth  of  Ma'y%to  start 
opening  camp.  We  are  looking  forward 
to  another  season  full  of  blessings  in 
our  Lord's  work  there.        \  >/  ^&Vw 

For  your  interest  I  would  like  to  list 
some  of  the  things  involved  with  open-  * 
ing  camp: 

a.  Make  arrangements  to  have  utili- 
ties, water,  and  phone  turned  on. 

b.  Clean  all  buildings  throughout. 

c.  Cut  grass  and  trim  about  six  acres 
of  lawn. 

d.  Repair  and/or  service  lawn  mow- 
ers. 

e.  Repair  roads  that  may  have  washed 
out  during  winter. 

f.  Paint  and  make  minor  repairs  on 
buildings. 

g.  Order  and  stock  canteen  and  kitch- 
en supplies. 

I  plan  to  make  repairs  to  the  main 
building  as  time  and  money  will  permit. 
These  repairs  will  be  geared  to  the  over- 
all renovation  planned  for  a  later  date. 

Undoubtedly  there  are  some  items  left 
out  but  this  will  give  you  a  general  idea. 

Some  churches  and  auxiliaries  have 
asked  for  projects  that  they  could  do  for 
Cragmont.  That  is  how  our  facility  is 
maintained.  Following  is  a  list  of  need- 
ed items.  They  are  listed  in  priority  of 
need: 

a.  Hot  water  heater  for  cottage  No.  2 
(Massey  house) 

b.  Hot  water  heater  for  cottage  No. 
4  (Floyd  house) 

c.  Adding  machine  for  office 

d.  Lawn  mowers 

e.  Blankets  and  pillows 

f.  Electric  grill  for  kitchen  (36  inch). 
This  grill  would  allow  us  to  change  our 
breakfast  menu  to  hot  cakes  some  morn- 
ings instead  of  eggs  all  the  time. 

g.  Bath  towels.  We  plan  to  issue 
towels  twice  a  week  for  the  campers 
this  year. 

h.  Cement  steps  up  hill  to  cottages 
No.  4  and  6. 

i.  Floor  covering  for  cottage  No.  4 
(Floyd  house) 

j.  Garbage  house 


Please  don't  wait  for  some  other  group 
or  church  besides  yours  to  do  the  above 
listed  projects.  Let  us  put  our  faith 
in  action  and  do  some  of  these  projects 
and  surely  we  will  be  blessed. 

Your  support  in  the  work  at  Cragmont 
is  appreciated.  We  need  your  support 
in  prayer,  finances,  and  your  visits  to 
use  the  facilities  with  which  we  have 
been  blessed. 

Anyone  desiring  information  on  Crag- 
mont is  asked  please  to  write,  call,  or 
visit  and  I  will  be  most  happy  to  provide 
it. 

See  you  there, 
Bill  Davenport 
Manager 


A  mother  is  the  only  person  on  earth 
who  can  divide  her  love  among  ten  chil- 
dren and  each  child  still  have  all  her 
love. 


The  Persistent 
Dandelion 

A  dandelion  is  a  flower  that  shines 
along  the  sides  of  the  road,  in  flower 
gardens,  yards,  among  cultivated  crops, 
or  anywhere  there's  enough  soil  for  its 
tiny  seed  to  germinate. 

If  you're  not  a  gardener,  not  a  farmer, 
and  don't  like  to  have  a  smooth  green 
lawn  free  of  freckles,  you'll  love  the 
dainty  yellow  flower. 

Every  way  has  been  tried  to  stamp  it 
out  but  it  only  pops  its  sunny  head  up 
with  reinforcements. 

The  dandelion  can  say  with  Paul,  "I 
have  fought  a  good  fight." 

Oh,  what  an  example  for  a  Christian 
to  follow! 

—Mrs.  Royce  Matthews. 


Vacant  lots  and  vacant  minds  usually 
become  dumping  grounds  for  rubbish. 
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"Keep  That  Which  Is  Committed  to  Thy  Trust" 

by  Joan  Hooks 

Testings  and  trials  come  to  all  Christians.  At  some  time  in  our  lives,  that  old 
devil  tempts  each  of  us  to  "throw  in  the  rag  and  quit!"  Quitting  is  an  unadmirable 
action  under  most  circumstances,  especially  in  one's  Christian  experience.  Let  us 
examine  the  lives  of  some  "quitters"  from  God's  Word. 

(1)  The  disciples  were  "quitters"  when  they  allowed  themselves  to  fall  asleep 
instead  of  keeping  watch  with  their  Lord  in  the  Garden  of  Gethsemane.  Jesus  had 
brought  them  with  Him  for  moral  support  in  this  most  trying  time  of  His  life  when 
His  soul  was  "exceeding  sorrowful,  even  unto  death."  Jesus  tenderly  rebuked  His 
disciples  saying,  "What,  could  ye  not  watch  with  me  one  hour?"  He  needed  their 
prayer  support  as  He  himself  prayed  "...  0  my  Father,  if  it  be  possible,  let  this  cup 
pass  from  me:  nevertheless  not  as  I  will,  but  as  thou  wilt"  (Matthew  26:39).  What 
Christian  is  there  among  us  who  has  not  felt  the  need  of  others'  prayers?  What  if 
we  ignored  such  requests  for  prayer  by  falling  asleep  to  our  Christian  duties? 

(2)  Peter  was  a  "quitter"  when  he  denied  his  Lord  three  times,  cursing  and 
swearing  so  as  to  leave  no  doubt  in  his  accusers'  minds  that  he  knew  not  this  man. 
No  one  had  to  rebuke  Peter,  for  when  he  heard  the  rooster  crow  and  recalled  Jesus' 
words,  conviction,  like  a  dark  shadow,  crept  over  his  being,  ".  .  .  And  he  went  out 
and  wept  bitterly"  (Matthew  26:75). 

(3)  The  Israelites  were  "quitters"  when  they  could  not  contain  themselves  and 
wait  patiently  for  Moses  to  come  down  from  the  summits  of  Mount  Sinai  where  he 
met  with  God  for  forty  days  and  nights,  receiving  the  Ten  Commandments  and  other 
instructions.  ".  .  .  When  the  people  saw  that  Moses  delayed  to  come  down  out  of 
the  mount,  the  people  gathered  themselves  together  unto  Aaron,  and  said  unto  him, 
Up,  make  us  gods,  which  shall  go  before  us;  for  as  for  this  Moses,  the  man  that 
brought  us  up  out  of  the  land  of  Egypt,  we  wot  not  what  is  become  of  him*"  (Exodus 

32:1). 

Aaron  complied  with  their  request,  taking  golden  earrings  from  the  people 
which  he  melted  and  molded  into  a  golden  calf.  While  Moses  was  receiving  the 
commandments  which  emphasize  "Thou  shalt  have  no  other  gods  before  me.  Thou 
shalt  not  make  unto  thee  any  graven  image,"  his  own  people  at  the  foot  of  the  moun- 
tain were  breaking  these  laws  even  before  he  himself  literally  broke  them  in  anger 
over  their  sins.  The  sin  of  idolatry  moved  the  people  into  singing,  dancing,  drunken 
revelry,  and  an  orgy  which  is  too  horrible  to  contemplate.  One  sin  which  is  not  cur- 
tailed can  become  a  cancer  which  eats  away  at  the  very  heart  of  the  Christian,  spread- 
ing and  bringing  with  it  sure  and  sudden  death! 

(4)  David,  a  man  after  God's  own  heart,  became  a  "quitter"  when  he  allowed 
his  sinful  desire  for  Bathsheba  to  overwhelm  and  consume  him,  prompting  him  to 
devise  a  plot  of  murder.  The  Prophet  Nathan's  accusing  words,  "Thou  art  the  man," 
resounded  throughout  David's  lifetime.  Even  though  David  repented  of  his  sin  and 
God  graciously  forgave  him,  the  effect  of  his  sin  had  damaged  the  nation;  and  it  was 
to  be  remembered  for  all  ages.  Sins  of  like  nature  took  place  among  David's  own 
children,  and  they  brought  to  his  remembrance  the  former  sin  in  his  life.  The  world 
beckons  invitingly  to  Christians,  urging  them  to  forget  their  commitments  to  God 
and  to  become  "quitters." 

(5)  Solomon  became  a  "quitter"  when  he  lost  his  first  love  for  God  and  his 
humbleness  of  heart.  He  lost  concern  for  his  nation  and  began  to  love  many  strange 
women.  ".  .  .  God  gave  Solomon  wisdom  and  understanding  exceeding  much,  and 
largeness  of  heart,  even  as  the  sand  that  is  on  the  sea  shore"  (1  Kings  4:29).  But 
when  Solomon  began  quitting  his  Christian  duties  and  obligations,  the  tables  began 
to  turn  in  his  life.  The  mighty  man  of  God  who  was  wiser  and  richer  than  any  king 
before  or  after  him,  whose  wisdom  drew  unto  him  "all  kings  of  the  earth,"  plum- 
meted down  from  his  pedestal  when  he  began  to  disobey  God. 

Would  you  too  risk  your  Christianity  and  all  the  benefits  it  brings  into  your 
life?  Like  all  desirable  things,  Christianity  demands  responsibility— responsibility  to 
keep  ourselves  morally  clean,  to  be  honest,  to  be  careful  about  our  conversation,  to 
study  God's  Word,  and  most  important  of  all  to  put  it  into  practice  in  our  lives!"  .  .  . 
Keep  that  which  is  committed  to  thy  trust"  (1  Timothy  6:20). 

God  trusts  us  to  be  responsible  Christians!  No  one  likes  a  "quitter"— NOT 
EVEN  GOD! 
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(Editor's  Note:  Mrs.  Joan  Hooks  is  the 
writer  and  illustrator  for  THE  ACTIVITY 
QUARTERLY,  and  during  alternate  quar- 
ters writes  THE  TEEN-AGE  LEAGUER. 
She  is  a  homemaker;  an  active  member  of 
the  Reedy  Branch  Free  Will  Baptist  Church 
near  Winterville,  North  Carolina;  and  is  an 
avid  participant  in  civic  affairs  and  benevo- 
lent work.  She  works  part-time  at  the 
Press  in  the  editorial  department  and  proves 
to  be  an  asset  in  all  capacities.  She  cham- 
pions the  cause  of  Christ  in  word  and  deed 
and  dedicates  herself  to  the  advancement 
of  His  kingdom.  Having  graduated  at  the 
top  of  her  class  and  given  in  addition  the 
distinction  of  "Outstanding  Student,"  her 
talent  and  intellectual  powers  have  not 
gone  unnoticed.  She  would  never  draw  at- 
tention to  herself  or  her  own  accomplish- 
ments, but  her  every  endeavor  proves  suc- 
cessful and  bespeaks  her  superior  ability.) 
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(From  Rags  to  Riches) 


by  Mrs.  Myrtle  Branch  (Jones)  Nobles 


Mrs.  Nobles  reminisces  in  the  article  be- 
low. She  remembers  the  early  years  of 
the  Free  Will  Baptist  Press,  having  been  a 
faithful  employee  for  many  years.  She  has 
seen  the  Press  grow  from  "childhood" 
status  to  its  present  state  of  maturity  and 
is  most  thankful  for  this  growth  which, 
even  against  pricks  of  time  and  adversity, 
has  manifested  itself  in  a  most  obvious 
way.  Now  in  her  seventies,  Mrs.  Nobles 
reflects  over  the  past  experiences  of  which 
she  was  a  part  and  in  her  optimistic  man- 
ner looks  forward  to  the  future  develop- 
ment of  the  institution  which  she  loves  so 
well.  Described  by  those  who  know  her  as 
a  "fine  Christian  lady,"  she  resides  at  502 
South  Lee  Street,  Ayden. 


■I'  HIS  story  dates  back  many  years  ago. 
I  The  Free  Will  Baptist  Press  was 
moved  from  Greene  County  to  Ayden, 
and  Elder  Jim  Barfield  was  editor.  Uncle 
Jim  and  Aunt  Nancy  played  a  great  part 
in  the  growth  of  the  Press,-  and  in  so 
doing,  one  of  their  aims  was  that  of 
helping  worthy  students  to  get  a  start. 
I  was  a  little  girl  at  this  particular  time; 
but  on  my  way  home  from  school,  I 
would  stop  and  fold  papers  for  five  cents 
per  hundred.  At  that  time  all  type  was 
set  by  hand,  which  was  a  slow  process- 
especially  as  one  views  the  speed  with 
which  type  is  set  today. 

I  moved  to  South  Carolina,-  and  upon 
returning  to  Ayden,  I  was  approached  by 
Mr.  C.  K.  Dunn,  the  manager,  who  asked 
if  I  would  like  a  job— for  which  I  was 
very  grateful.  I,  of  course,  accepted  the 
job;  and  Mother  and  my  daughter  helped 
fold  the  papers.  Mrs.  Dunn  and  her 
family  also  helped  in  the  folding  of  the 
papers,  getting  them  ready  for  distribu- 
tion. 

Not  knowing  how  to  use  a  typewriter, 
I  used  the  hunt-and-peck  system.  Uncle 


Jim  (Barfield)  was  partially  deaf,  so  for 
communication  purposes  a  telephone  was 
installed  in  our  house  so  we  could  relay 
messages  to  him.  The  orders  for  lit- 
erature were  small  at  this  time,  and 
many  of  the  bills  were  paid  in  stamps 
which  Mr.  Dunn  in  turn  would  sell  to 
help  meet  the  payroll. 

I  remember  a  fire  which  destroyed  the 
Press,  which  necessitated  our  starting 
over  again.  Finally,  enough  money  was 
saved  to  buy  a  linotype  machine.  The 
company  from  which  it  was  purchased 
provided  lessons  for  the  caring  of  the 
machine,  and  Charlie  Dunn  was  sent  to 
secure  the  instruction  offered. 

We  specialized  in  Bibles  and  Christian 
books  which  were  sold  to  churches  who 
wanted  to  start  a  library.  We  then 
found  a  good  supply  of  assorted  cards, 
and  from  these  we  built  a  wonderful 
business.  There  seemed  to  be  a  demand 
for  these  occasional  type  cards,  and  they 
proved  to  be  an  asset  to  our  stocking. 
After  awhile  we  added  league  material 
and  daily  vacation  Bible  school  material. 
Our  supplies  were  being  used  in  every 
state. 

From  the  state  of  Ohio  came  Professor 
Peeden  and  his  wife,  who  brought  with 
them  a  young  lady,  Miss  Lillian  Myers 
(Munn),  who  played  a  great  part  in  the 
instruction  of  our  Christian  youth.  Busi- 
ness was  good  enough  that  we  had  to 
move  into  larger  quarters.  We  also,  at 
this  time,  began  to  print  Sunday  school 
literature  for  our  black  brethren,  who 
had  a  shipping  site  of  their  own.  Our 
supplies  and  demands  grew  steadily  un- 
til we  were  shipping  in  larger  and  larger 
quantities  to  every  state  in  the  union.  I 
worked  with  the  Press  for  30  years  and 
saw  it  grow  from  "rags  to  riches."  I  am 


thankful  for  the  progress  which  my  own 
eyes  have  seen,  and  I  trust  that  the  fu- 
ture has  even  more  in  store  for  the  insti- 
tution which  I  have  learned  to  love  so 
well. 

It  is  my  constant  prayer  that  God  will 
continue  to  bless  in  the  worthwhile  work 
which  the  Press  offers  to  people  every- 
where. 


A  Perfectly  Confused 
Mind 

My  idea  of  correct  visitation:  Everyone 
coming  to  see  me! 

My  idea  of  sympathy:  Everybody  suffer- 
ing with  me! 

My  idea  of  a  sinful  man:  Those  I  per- 
sonally dislike! 

My  idea  of  a  meek  man:  One  who  yields 
to  me! 

My  idea  of  a  contentious  man:  One  who 

disagrees  with  me! 
My  idea  of  a  wise  man:  One  who  listens 

to  me! 

My  idea  of  a  unity:  Everybody  agreeing 
with  me! 

My  idea  of  a  good  sermon:  One  that  hits 
everybody  but  me! 

—Copied. 


A  Respectable  Exit 

Some  time  ago  an  old  man  in  Stan- 
stead  Abbots,  England,  purchased  an  oak 
casket  for  twenty-five  pounds.  Each  day 
he  goes  to  a  shed  where  it  is  kept  and 
polishes  it.  He  said,  "I  have  even  had 
my  picture  taken  in  it.  I  wanted  to  see 
how  I  will  look  in  death.  I  am  ninety- 
two  years  old.  I  have  had  a  rough  life 
from  infancy.  I  am  making  sure  I  will 
go  out  respectable,  placed  in  an  oak  cas- 
ket with  brass  handles  and  everything." 

It  is  right  to  make  some  provision  for 
the  body.  It  is  the  height  of  folly  to 
make  no  provision  for  the  soul. 


"Can't  Lick  God!" 

"The  day  after  the  great  earthquake 
and  fire  at  San  Francisco  a  newsboy  was 
showing  a  dazed  man  the  way  through 
the  rubble,  and  as  they  walked,  the  lad 
philosophized— "It  took  men  a  long  time 
to  put  all  this  stuff  up,  but  God  tumbled 
it  over  in  a  minute.  Say,  mister,  'taint 
no  use  for  a  feller  to  think  he  can  lick 
God."-The  Lord  Reigneth. 
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SUNDAY,  MAY  19 

Scripture  Reading  Hebrews  10:36 

The  Fortunate  Passengers 
A  train  was  crowded,  and  numbers  were 
standing  in  the  aisles  and  on  the  platform. 
They  took  the  opportunity  to  express  them- 
selves in  no  very  patient  tones  in  regard  to 
the  railway  company.  Some  declared  they 
had  been  standing  for  three  hours.  At  a 
station  others  came  aboard,  and  one  was 
an  invalid  who  was  being  carried  in.  As 
the  passengers  made  way  for  him  one  re- 
peated his  complaint.  "Yes,  we've  been 
standing  here  for  three  hours."  The  invalid 
looked  at  him,  and  quietly  said,  "You  are 
fortunate."  They  were  tired,  it's  true,  but 
the  rebuke  so  honestly  and  gently  given  did 
its  work,  and  there  was  a  great  change  in 
the  looks  and  tones  of  the  passengers.— 
Selected. 

Prayer  Thought 
We  tend  to  think  only  of  ourselves.  We 
often  complain  of  sore  and  aching  feet  but 
they  feel  better  when  we  see  someone  with- 
out feet.  It  seems  we  are  always  able  to 
find  someone  in  worse  condition  than  our- 
selves, if  we  take  time  to  look. 

MONDAY,  MAY  20 
Scripture  Reading— Psalm  34:13 

Watchdogs 
"There  are  in  every  community  and 
every  church,  watchdogs,  who  feel  called 
upon  to  keep  their  eyes  on  others  and  hear 
of  anything  wrong.  Vultures  are  always 
the  first  to  smell  carrion.  They  are  self- 
appointed  detectives.  I  lay  this  down  as 
a  rule  without  an  exception,  that  those  peo- 
ple who  have  the  most  faults  themselves 
arc  the  most  merciless  in  their  watching  of 
others.  From  scalp  of  head  to  soles  of 
foot,  they  are  full  of  jealousies,  of  hyper- 
criticism.  They  spend  their  life  hunting 
for  muskrats  and  mud  turtles,  instead  of 
hunting  for  rocky  mountains  and  eagles, 
always  for  something  mean  instead  of 
something  grand.  They  look  at  their 
neighbors'  imperfections  through  a  tele- 
scope upside  down."— T.  DeWitt  Talmadge. 
Prayer  Thought 
It  is  much  easier  to  notice  errors  of 
others  when  we  have  performed  the  same 
errors  ourselves.   We  usually  find  charac- 


teristics in  others  that  we  are  seeking.  Look 
for  the  good  in  others  and  we  will  find  it. 

TUESDAY,  MAY  21 
Scripture  Reading— Proverbs  3:5 
Faith  Took  the  Remedy 
A  skeptical  physician  said  to  his  Chris- 
tian patient:  "I  could  never  understand 
saving  faith.  I  believe  in  God  and  I  sup- 
pose I  believe  in  Jesus  Christ— I  am  not 
conscious  of  any  doubts.  1  believe  that 
Jesus  Christ  was  the  Son  of  God,  and  I 
believe  in  the  Bible,  yet  I  am  not  saved. 
What  is  the  matter  with  me?"  "Well,"  said 
the  patient,  "a  week  ago  I  believed  in  you 
as  a  very  skillful  physician.  I  believed 
that  if  I  should  get  sick  and  put  myself 
in  your  hands  I  would  be  healed.  In  other 
words  I  trusted  you.  For  two  days  now  I 
have  been  taking  some  mysterious  stuff 
out  of  a  bottle.  I  don't  know  what  it  is,  I 
don't  understand  it,  but  I  am  trusting  in 
you."  Now,  whenever  you  turn  to  the 
Lord  Jesus  Christ  and  say,  "Lord  Jesus, 
Christianity  seems  to  me  to  be  full  of 
mysteries.  I  do  not  understand  them,  but 
I  believe  thou  art  trustworthy  and  I  trust 
thee;  I  commit  myself  to  thee,"  that  is 
faith.  A  very  simple  thing,  is  it  not?  The 
faith  of  the  patient  did  not  heal  him;  it 
was  the  remedy  that  healed  him;  but  the 
faith  took  the  remedy!— Moody  Monthly. 
Prayer  Thought 
Why  are  we  so  hesitant  to  trust  in  God? 
We  trust  in  doctors,  lawyers,  and  even 
commercials.  We  take  so  many  things  on 
faith,  but  when  it  comes  to  Christianity  we 
become  a  group  of  doubting  Thomases. 

WEDNESDAY,  MAY  22 
Scripture  Reading— Proverbs  27:1 
Only  for  an  Emergency 
Some  Christians  seem  to  look  upon  God 
as  a  kind  of  spare  tire.    A  spare  tire  is  for- 
gotten for  months  at  a  time  until  suddenly 
we  have  a  flat  on  the  road.    Then  we  want 
the  spare  tire  to  be   in   good  condition, 
ready  for  use.    Just  so,  many  forget  God 
during  all  the  times  when  things  go  well, 
then  in  an  emergency  they  want  God  to 
be  on  hand,  immediately  ready  to  hear  and 
answer  their  cry  of  distress.— Selected. 
Prayer  Thoucht 
God,  it  seems,  is  not  necessary  when  we 
are  enjoying  good  times  and  good  economy. 
Our  consciences  should  bother  us  when  we 
seek  God  only  in  a  crisis. 

THURSDAY,  MAY  23 
Scripture  Reading— Nahum  1:7 
"The  Lord  Heareth!" 
A  lifeguard  sits  all  day  on  the  beach 
watching  for  persons  needing  his  help.  All 
about  him    is  the    noise   of   hundreds  of 
pleasure-seekers,   talking,   laughing,  shout- 
ing—the   waves    roaring— noises    of  other 
types. 

"I  don't  see  how,"  remarked  a  man  one 
day,  "you  can  hear  a  cry  for  help  when 
someone  out  in  the  water  needs  you." 


"No  matter  how  great  the  noise  and 
confusion,"  replied  the  guard,  "I  have  never 
had  an  occasion  when  1  could  not  distin- 
guish the  cry  of  distress  above  all  the 
other  sounds." 

The  gentleman  went  away  thinking 
about  this— and  reflecting  that  it  is  a  lot 
like  that  with  God.  When  a  soul  cries  out 
for  His  help,  amid  the  babble  and  storms 
of  life,  He  never  fails  to  hear.— W.  B.  K. 
Prayer  Thought 

God  has  promised  to  hear  our  prayers 
and  knows  our  needs.  He  is  both  omnipo- 
tent and  omnipresent.  We  are  in  the  best 
of  care. 

FRIDAY,  MAY  24 
Scripture  Reading— Psalm  50:14 

The  Acid  Test 
The  late  Dr.  W.  B.  Riley  records  how  one 
memorable  Sunday,  Dr.  John  A.  Broadus, 
when  his  ushers  were  about  to  take  the 
offering,  left  his  pulpit  and  walked  down  to 
where  one  usher  was  beginning  his  collec- 
tion, and  went  along  with  him  and  looked 
at  every  penny,  nickel,  dime,  quarter,  and 
dollar  that  went  into  the  basket.  You  may 
well  imagine  that  some  of  the  people  were 
angry.  Some  were  confused.  Others  were 
shamefaced.  Others  were  filled  with 
amazement.  All  were  evidently  surprised. 
When  the  collection  was  over,  Dr.  Broadus 
walked  back  to  his  pulpit  to  speak  from 
his  morning's  text.  He  said  to  his  congre- 
gation: "My  people,  if  you  take  it  to  heart 
that  I  have  seen  your  offerings  this  day 
and  know  just  what  sacrifices  you  have 
made  and  what  sacrifices  you  have  not 
made,  remember  that  the  Son  of  God,  your 
Saviour,  goes  about  the  aisles  with  every 
usher  and  sees  with  His  sleepless  eye  every 
cent  put  into  the  collection  by  His  peo- 
ple." Our  use  of  money  is  often  the  acid 
test  of  our  character.— The  Evangel. 
Prayer  Thought 
All  we  possess  is  but  a  loan  from  God. 
We  are  to  pay  it  back  as  we  have  bor- 
rowed. This  is  not  such  a  strange,  unusual 
act.  Banks  loan  money  and  receive  pay- 
ment without  question. 

SATURDAY,  MAY  25 
Scripture  Reading— 1  John  3:17 
The  Peril  of  Hoarding 
We  are  told  of  a  man  who,  knowing  the 
value  of  water,  lived  in  fear  that  the  sup- 
ply would  become  exhausted.  He  had  a 
farm,  and  on  the  farm  was  a  pond  of  water. 
Whenever  he  could  do  so  he  would  turn 
every  little  stream  into  this  pond.  When 
the  pond  was  full  he  was  happy,  and  when 
it  was  getting  low  he  was  terribly  worried. 
He  would  catch  in  tubs  and  barrels  the 
rainwater  that  would  run  from  the  roofs 
of  his  buildings  and  haul  it  to  the  pond. 
He  begrudged  the  animals  the  water  they 
would  drink.  He  spent  days  bringing 
water  and  pouring  it  into  the  pond.  When 
he  was  bringing  an  unusually  large  quan- 

(continued  on  page  twelve) 
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OUTSTANDING  LAYWOMAN 
CITED  FOR  DEVOTION  AND 
SERVICE  TO  GOD  AND  MAN 


(Information  provided  by  Mrs.  Viola  B. 
White  and  compiled  by  the  Editor) 

THE  energetic  and  dedicated  Mrs.  Zil- 
phia  Nobles  Powell,  a  member  of 
the  Moseley's  Creek  Free  Will  Baptist 
Church,  Dover,  North  Carolina,  has  the 
distinction  of  being  first  runner-up  in 
the  Eastern  District  Woman  of  the  Year 
competition,  and  was  recently  chosen  by 
the  auxiliary  of  her  church  as  "Mother 
of  the  Year."  Honored  by  the  Dover 
unit  of  Woodmen  of  the  World  on  April 
20,  1974,  "Miss  Zilphia"  was  presented 
the  citizenship  award  and  a  certificate 
citing  her  for  outstanding  services  ren- 
dered to  the  community  during  1973. 

To  say  the  very  least,  Moseley's  Creek 
is  justly  proud  of  "Miss  Zilphia."  She 
has  devoted  many  years  to  the  work  of 
her  Lord-faithful  services  offered  not  of 
duty,  but  of  will;  and  in  every  way  pos- 
sible she  has  worked  unselfishly  for  the 
betterment  of  her  family,  her  neighbors, 
her  friends,  her  church,  and  her  fellow 
Christians.  Described  as  a  "true  servant 
of  God,"  she  naturally  endears  herself 
to  people  wherever  she  goes.  She  is  a 
much  loved  and  admired  woman. 

"Miss  Zilphia"  was  born  of  Christian 
parents,  June  16,  1896,  and  from  early 
childhood  was  taught  the  true  values  of 
life.  She  was  married  to  Luther  John- 
son Powell  on  February  14,  1915;  and 
to  this  union  was  born  eight  children,  of 
whom  six  are  still  living.  She  labored 
hard  with  her  husband  and  children  in 
their  farm  fields  and  garden,  nothing  be- 
ing beneath  her  dignity  in  the  way  of 
honest  work.  Zealous  in  every  endeavor, 
she  was  a  model  housewife  and  mother 
(and  still  is),  and  seemingly  never  tires- 
even  though  her  age  would  prove  to  be 
a  handicap  to  many  who  haven't  her  am- 
bition to  "get  things  done." 

Always,  she  attended  the  small  coun- 
try church  into  which  she  put  her  tithes, 
love,  and  work.  Reminiscing,  she  will 
tell  of  the  times  when  it  was  necessary 
to  walk  to  church  in  the  snow  in  order 
to  attend,  or  of  the  times  when  the  old 
mule  would  be  hitched  to  a  wagon,  thus 
providing  a  mode  of  transporation  with 


Mrs.  Zilphia  Nobles  Powell 


which  few  contemporary  people  are 
familiar.  Even  today  it  is  very  seldom 
that  inclement  weather  keeps  her  away 
from  the  house  of  the  Lord. 

During  her  childhood,  "Miss  Zilphia" 
enjoyed  the  various  conferences  and 
union  meetings  which  she  attended  with 
her  father.  She  still  attends  these  meet- 
ings faithfully,  and  is  quick  to  tell  you 
that  she  "loves"  these  meetings.  Not 
only  is  she  at  these  meetings  for  the 
purpose  of  worship  and  fellowship,  but 
she  also  brings  back  to  her  own  church 
reports,  new  ideas,  and  encouragement 
for  better  ways  to  serve  God. 

One  of  the  great  joys  in  her  life  is 
spending  a  week  at  Cragmont  Assembly, 
Black  Mountain,  North  Carolina.  She 
has  made  many  a  friend  during  the  wom- 
an's conferences  there  and  has  always 
returned  with  a  renewed  faith  and  lively 
spark,  urging  others  to  attend  the  vari- 
ous conferences  and  to  support  Crag- 
mont with  their  offerings  and  prayers. 

Other  church-supported  enterprises 
have  seen  the  results  of  her  love  also. 
Children  from  the  Children's  Home  at 
Middlesex,  North  Carolina,  have  always 
been  welcome  in  her  home,-  and,  she  is 
no  stranger  to  the  Home  itself,  having 
visited  there  many  times.  Mount  Olive 
College,  Mount  Olive,  North  Carolina,  has 
received  her  prayerful  support  as  well  as 


her  financial  aid.  The  Moye  Library  there 
contains  several  volumes  which  she  has 
contributed. 

The  works  which  she  has  done  in  her 
own  church  are  numerous.  She  is  an  ac- 
tive Sunday  school  member  and  attends 
league  as  faithfully.  The  youth  groups 
of  the  church  are  supported  by  her,  with 
a  special  encouragement  to  become  ac- 
tive with  declamations  and  essays.  For 
these  speeches  and  literary  efforts,  she 
has  proven  to  be  a  great  source  of  in- 
formation and  inspiration. 

"Miss  Zilphia"  loves  the  fellowship 
building  of  her  church.  This  new  build- 
ing was  made  possible  largely  because 
of  her  belief  that  nothing  is  impossible 
if  it  pleases  the  Lord.  From  its  earliest 
conception,  the  building  program  was 
supported  by  her  financial  contributions 
and  fervent  prayers.  Now  she  has  lived 
to  see  a  dream  come  true— one  that  will 
benefit  the  church  for  years  to  come  and 
bring  glory  to  God. 

An  avid  reader  of  good  Christian  lit- 
erature, she  has  given  many  good  books 
to  the  newly-formed  church  library.  She 
encourages  the  youth  and  others  to  read 
books  that  are  educational  and  spiritual- 
ly uplifting.  Never  in  her  busy  life  has 
"Miss  Zilphia"  forgotten  her  love  for  her 
Lord  and  His  church.  She  has  been  in- 
strumental in  the  organization,  success, 
and  development  of  the  woman's  auxil- 
iary. As  a  charter  member,  she  first 
attended  the  auxiliary  in  1923  when  it 
was  organized  as  the  "Ladies'  Aid"  in 
her  own  mother's  home.  She  has  served 
in  every  office  of  the  auxiliary  and  has 
been  particularly  active  in  the  many  pro- 
jects undertaken  during  the  years.  She 
was  honored  during  the  past  year  as 
Moseley's  Creek  Woman's  Auxiliary  cele- 
brated its  fiftieth  anniversary  with  a 
banquet.  She  received  special  tribute 
because  of  her  own  50  years  of  outstand- 
ing service.  She  has  also  received  in 
years  past  a  "Life  Membership"  award 
and  pin  in  appreciation  for  faithful  and 
outstanding  services  rendered. 

This  lady  touches  many  lives.  Her 
community,  her  myriad  of  friends,  and 
even  mere  acquaintances  have  had  many 
a  day  brightened  by  her  kindness  and 
thoughtfulness.  It  would  be  impossible, 
except  within  the  bounds  of  God's  infi- 
nite knowledge,  to  account  for  the  num- 
ber of  cards  and  letters  she  has  written 
to  the  sick,  the  shut-in,  the  aged,  the 
bereaved,  and  the  lonely.  Members  of 
her  own  family  and  countless  others  have 
received  cards  and  letters  on  birthdays, 
Christmas,  and  other  special  occasions, 
(continued  on  page  thirteen) 
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DENOMINATIONAL  INTEREST 


Ayden  Seminary-Eureka  College 
Alumni  Association  Meeting 

The  Ayden  Free  Will  Baptist  Church, 
East  Third  Street,  Ayden,  North  Caro- 
lina, will  be  the  meeting  place  for  the 
Ayden  Seminary-Eureka  College  Alumni 
Association  Meeting  to  be  held  Wednes- 
day, May  15.  The  convening  time  is 
10  a.m.,  and  all  members  and  interested 
parties  are  urged  to  be  in  attendance. 


Missionary  Jones  to  Conduct 
Winterville  Revival 


Revival  services  will  be  held  at  the 

Winterville,  North  Carolina,  Free  Will 
Baptist  Church,  May  20-24,  nightly  at 
7:45.  The  Rev.  Harold  Jones,  missionary 
to  the  Philippines  and  former  pastor  of 
the  Winterville  church  will  be  the  evan- 
gelist. The  Rev.  Jack  Mayo,  pastor,  will 
assist  Mr.  Jones.  Everyone  is  invited  to 
come  and  worship  the  Lord  together  and 
renew  acquaintance  with  the  Jones  fam- 
ily. 

Rains'  Cross  Roads  to  Observe 
Homecoming  and  Memorial  Day 

The  Rains'  Cross  Roads  Free  Will  Bap- 
tist Church,  Route  1,  Kenly,  North  Caro- 
lina, will  observe  its  annual  homecom- 
ing and  memorial  day  services  on  Sun- 
day, May  19.  The  day's  activities  will 
begin  with  Sunday  school  at  9:45  a.m., 
followed  with  the  message  by  the  pas- 
tor, the  Rev.  Preston  Smith,  at  the  eleven 
o'clock  worship  hour.  A  picnic  lunch 
will  be  served  on  the  church  grounds  at 


the  noon  hour.  Following  the  picnic 
lunch,  a  singspiration  will  be  held. 

The  pastor  and  the  church  member- 
ship invite  all  friends,  relatives,  and 
former  members  to  be  with  them  on  this 
day. 

Special  Music  Service 
At  Owens  Chapel  Church 

The  Harmony  Quartet  of  Kinston, 
North  Carolina,  will  present  a  special 
program  of  music,  Saturday  night,  May 
18,  at  7:30,  at  Owens  Chapel  Free  Will 
Baptist  Church,  Route  3,  Elm  City,  North 
Carolina.  The  public  is  cordially  invited 
to  attend  this  inspirational  service  of 
song  and  testimony.  The  Harmony  Quar- 
tet has  been  described  as  one  of  the  bet- 
ter gospel  singing  groups  which  places 
emphasis  on  reaching  souls  with  music 
and  the  spoken  word. 


Revival  Services  in  Progress 

At  Saints'  Delight  Church,  New  Bern 


The  Rev.  Jack  Scarboro,  visiting 
evangelist  from  Hanover,  Pennsylvania, 
is  conducting  a  series  of  revival  services 
now  in  progress  at  the  Saints'  Delight 
Free  Will  Baptist  Church,  New  Bern, 
North  Carolina,  which  will  continue 
through  Saturday  night,  May  18.  The 
time  of  the  services  is  7:45,  and  special 
singing  is  being  featured  nightly.  Mr. 
Scarboro  is  being  assisted  in  the  ser- 
vices by  the  pastor  of  the  church,  the 
Rev.  Luther  Swinson.  An  invitation  is 
issued  to  the  public  to  be  in  attendance 
for  the  remaining  services. 


Coming  Events  . . . 

May  25— Fifty-Fourth  Anniversary,  Foun- 
ders' Day,  Free  Will  Baptist  Children's 
Home,  Memorial  Chapel,  Middlesex, 
North  Carolina,  10:30  A.  M. 


Three  elderly  sisters,  famous  for  their 
charities,  were  beneficiaries  of  three 
hundred  dollars  from  a  local  citizen. 

In  keeping  with  their  custom,  one 
immediately  sent  her  one  hundred  dol- 
lars to  the  March  of  Dimes,  another  sent 
hers  to  the  Cancer  Fund.  The  third  sis- 
ter, however,  seeing  a  shabbily  dressed 
man  on  the  street,  impulsively  pressed 
the  one  hundred  dollars  into  his  hand, 
gave  him  a  warm  smile,  and  whispered, 
"Godspeed." 

The  next  day  the  third  sister  was  sur- 
prised to  find  the  tramp  outside  the 
door. 

"Do  you  want  to  see  me?"  she  asked. 
The  tramp  doffed  his  hat.  "Yes, 
Ma'am,"  he  beamed.  "Here's  your  eight 
hundred  bucks.  Godspeed  came  in  first 
and  paid  seven  to  one." 

(Note:  This  is  not  intended  to  be  an 
indication  that  we  condone  gambling,- 
rather,  it  is  to  show  the  misuse  of  money 
and  how  some  individuals  allow  it  to 
rule  them.) 


NEW  MARRIAGE 
CERTIFICATES 
AVAILABLE 

The  Free  Will  Baptist  Press  has 
a  marriage  certificate  that  has 
been  in  demand  for  sometime. 

It  is  in  sheet  form,  size  8V2  by 
11  inches,  printed  on  lithograph- 
ed stock.  The  certificates  are 
available  in  booked  lots  of  one 
dozen  for  $2.95,  or  in  single  form 
for  $.25  each.  Each  certificate 
in  the  booked,  or  padded  form 
carries  a  stub  for  the  minister's 
records. 

Send  orders  to  the  Free  Will 
Baptist  Press,  P.  O.  Box  158,  Ay- 
den, North  Carolina  28513.  (State 
tax  where  it  applies.  Shipping 
and  handling— 200  for  the  first 
dollar  and  50  for  each  additional 
dollar.) 
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This  poem  was  submitted  by  Mrs.  Becky 
M.  Boyle  of  Winterville,  North  Carolina,  a 
registered  nurse  and  homemaker,  who  re- 
membered having  learned  the  poem  in  ele- 
mentary school.  The  message  is  clear  and 
provokes  one  to  much  serious  thought.  We 
thank  Mrs.  Boyle  for  sharing  the  poem  with 
readers  of  the  "Baptist"  and  trust  that  it 
will  prove  to  be  of  interest. 

Mrs.  Boyle  is  keenly  interested  in  things 
of  a  literary  nature  and  spends  much  time 
reading.  She  reads  an  average  of  eight 
books  a  week  and  is  adept  at  writing  poet- 
ry, a  skill  she  displays  well  at  a  creative 
writing  class  taught  at  Pitt  Technical  Insti- 
tute, Greenville,  North  Carolina. 

A  Texas  cowboy  lay  down  on  a  barroom 
floor, 

Having  drunk  so  much  he  could  drink  no 
more,- 

So  he  fell  asleep  with  a  troubled  brain 
To  dream  that  he  rode  on  a  hell-bound 
train. 

The  engine  with  murderous  blood  was 
damp 

And  was  brilliantly  lit  with  a  brimstone 
lamp; 

An  imp,  for  fuel,  was  shoveling  bones, 
While  the  furnace  rang  with  a  thousand 
groans. 

The  boiler  was  filled  with  lager  beer 
And  the  devil  himself  was  the  engineer; 
The  passengers  were  a  most  motley 

crew- 
Church  member,  atheist,  Gentile,  and 

Jew, 

Rich  men  in  broadcloth,  beggars  in  rags, 
Handsome  young  ladies,  and  withered 
old  hags, 

Yellow  and  black  men,  red,  brown,  and 
white, 

All  chained  together— 0  God,  what  a 
sight! 

While  the  train  rushed  on  at  an  awful 
pace— 

The  sulphurous  fumes   scorched  their 

hands  and  face; 
Wider  and  wider  the  country  grew, 
As  faster  and  faster  the  engine  flew. 

Louder  and  louder  the  thunder  crashed 
And  brighter  and  brighter  the  lightning 
flashed; 

Hotter  and  hotter  the  air  became 
Till  the  clothes  were  burned  from  each 
quivering  frame. 

And  out  of  the  distance  there  arose  a 
yell, 

"Ha,  ha,"  said  the  devil,  "we're  nearing 
hell!" 


Then  oh,  how  the  passengers  all  shriek- 
ed with  pain 
And  begged  the  devil  to  stop  the  train. 

But  he  capered  about  and  danced  for 
glee, 

And  laughed  and  joked  at  their  misery. 
"My  faithful  friends,  you  have  done  the 
work 

And  the  devil  never  can  a  payday  shirk. 

"You've  bullied  the  weak,  you've  robbed 
the  poor, 

The  starving  brother  you've  turned  from 
the  door, 

You've  laid  up  gold  where  the  canker 
rust, 

And  have  given  free  vent  to  your  beast- 
ly lust. 

"You've  justice  scorned,  and  corruption 
sown, 

And  trampled  the  laws  of  nature  down. 

You  have  drunk,  rioted,  cheated,  plun- 
dered, and  lied, 

And  mocked  at  God  in  your  hell-born 
pride. 

"You  have  paid  full  fare,  so  I'll  carry 

you  through, 
For  it's  only  right  you  should  have  your 

due. 

Why,  the  laborer  always  expects  his 
hire, 

So  I'll  land  you  safe  in  the  lake  of  fire, 

"Where  your  flesh  will  waste  in  the 
flames  that  roar, 

And  the  imps  torment  you  forevermore." 

Then  the  cowboy  awoke  with  an  an- 
guished cry, 

His  clothes  wet  with  sweat  and  his  hair 
standing  high 

Then  he  prayed  as  he  never  had  prayed 

till  that  hour 
To  be  saved  from  his  sin  and  the  demon's 

power; 

And  his  prayers  and  his  vows  were  not 
in  vain, 

For  he  never  rode  the  hell-bound  train. 

—Unknown. 


A  London  paper  offered  a  prize  for  the 
best  definition  of  money.  This  was  the 
winning  answer: 

Money  is  an  instrument  that  can  buy 
you  everything  but  happiness  and  pay 
your  fare  to  every  place  but  heaven. 


CORRECTION  PLEASE 

In  the  April  17  issue  of  THE  FREE  WILL 
BAPTIST  on  the  Children's  Home  page 
was  an  article  entitled,  "Contribution  to 
Building  Fund."  The  church  mentioned 
in  the  article,  Hopewell  Free  Will  Baptist 
Church,  was  improperly  located  in  the 
article:  Four  Caks.  The  correct  address 
is  Route  1,  Smithfield,  North  Carolina; 
and  the  sale  from  which  the  money  con- 
tributed was  received  was  an  auction 
sale  rather  than  a  rummage  sale  as  desig- 
nated in  the  article.  The  presentation 
of  the  check  to  Mr.  Weeks,  superintend- 
ent of  the  Home,  made  by  the  Rev.  Ed- 
mund Gonzalez,  took  place  at  the  Oak 
Grove  Free  Will  Baptist  Church  where 
the  Cape  Fear  Woman's  Auxiliary  Con- 
vention convened.  We  are  sorry  for  the 
errors,  and  request  that  those  who  sub- 
mit news  for  publication  be  explicit  in 
details  so  as  to  avoid  such  problems  in 
interpretation.  We  thank  Mr.  Gonzalez 
for  bringing  this  matter  to  our  attention. 


Mount  Olive  College 
Tours 

The  Division  of  Social  Sciences  at 
Mount  Olive  College  is  sponsoring  two 
tours  this  summer.  The  first  tour  (May 
27— June  5)  will  be  to  the  far  South  and 
will  include  Charleston,  Savannah,  Talla- 
hassee, New  Orleans,  Baton  Rouge,  Nat- 
chez, Montgomery  and  Atlanta,  with  em- 
phasis on  houses,  buildings,  and  his- 
toric sites  associated  with  the  late  Con- 
federacy. The  second  tour  (June  22— 
July  6)  will  be  to  England,  Wales,  and 
Scotland.  The  first  tour  will  carry  one 
semester  hour  of  credit,  and  the  second 
tour  will  carry  two  semester  hours  of 
college  credit. 

Those  interested  may  contact  the  di- 
rector of  the  tours,  Mr.  Claude  H.  Moore, 
professor  of  History,  Mount  Olive  Col- 
lege, Mount  Olive,  North  Carolina. 


"  Tis  Not  Enough!'" 

"  'Tis  not  enough  to  say, 

'I'm  sorry  and  repent' 
And  then  go  from  day  to  day, 

Just  as  I  always  went. 

"Repentance  is  to  leave 

The  sins  we  loved  before, 
And  show  that  we  in  earnest  grieve 

By  doing  them  no  more." 

—Selected. 
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bv  the  Rev.  R.  P.  Harris 


Scriptural  Basis:  "And  now,  Israel, 
what  doth  the  LORD  thy  God  require  of 
thee,  but  to  fear  the  LORD  thy  God,  to 
walk  in  all  his  ways,  and  to  love  him, 
and  to  serve  the  LORD  thy  God  with  all 
thy  heart  and  with  all  thy  soul"  Deuter- 
onomy 10:12. 

CHRISTIANS  ARE  TO  AVOID  CHURCH 
DIVISIONS 

The  overall  purpose  of  the  church  is 
to  bring  people  together  in  a  united  ef- 
fort to  glorify  Christ  and  to  concentrate 
on  making  the  Christian  way  of  life  ef- 
fective. The  reason  for  divisions  in  the 
church  is  obvious.  It  simply  means  that 
at  least  two  people  have  come  up  with 
different  opinions.  This  means  that  the 
two  opinions  will  begin  to  establish 
themselves  and  will  reach  out  for  sup- 
port. In  a  church,  the  head  of  each  opin- 
ion will  begin  searching  for  sympathiz- 
ers, and  these  will  align  themselves  un- 
der the  banner  of  the  opinion  that  best 
suits  them  and  their  feelings.  Some- 
time this  alignment  is  motivated  by  self- 
ish reasons  and  does  not  necessarily 
come  because  of  worth  or  merit.  The 
candidate  just  simply  wants  to  get  into 
position  where  he  is  able  to  get  into  the 
spotlight. 

"The  fear  of  the  LORD  is  the  begin- 
ning of  knowledge:  .  .  ."  (Proverbs  1:7). 
No  one  can  be  in  the  fear  of  the  Lord, 
walking  with  Him  and  loving  Him,  and 
then  have  hate  or  ill  feeling  toward  one 
who  is  sincerely  doing  the  same  thing. 
Every  Christian  should  be  able  to  discern 
right  from  wrong  and  with  this  knowl- 
edge be  able  to  weed  out  the  wrong  and 
cultivate  and  care  for  the  good. 

There  are  many  Scriptures  which  prove 
the  fact  that  a  "house  divided  against 
itself  shall  not  stand"  (see  Matthew  12: 
25).    Some  will  say  that  when  a  team 
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Ministers'  Widows7 
Fund  List 

The  following  is  a  list  of  ministers 
participating  in  the  Ministers'  Widows' 
Fund  as  of  May  8,  1974.  Any  Original 
Free  Will  Baptist  minister  of  North  Caro- 
lina who  desires  to  participate  may  do 
so  by  sending  ten  dollars  ($10)  to  the 
Board  of  Superannuation.  For  any  addi- 
tional information  contact  the  North 
Carolina  Board  of  Superannuation,  c/o 
the  Rev.  Walter  Reynolds,  P.  0.  Box  474, 
Ayden,  North  Carolina  28513. 

R.  W.  Allman,  Raleigh 
Kemery  Ard,  Ayden 
Henry  Armstrong,  Dunn 
L.  E.  Ballard,  Greenville 
Jimmie  L.  Barfield,  Kenly 
Delmas  Brown,  Dover 
Lloyd  Barnette,  Kinston 
N.  B.  Barrow,  Snow  Hill 
N.  D.  Beaman,  Snow  Hill 
Edgar  Benton,  Wilson 
Luther  Bissette,  Sims 
Dewey  C.  Boling,  Clayton 
C.  F.  Bowen,  Wilson 
Hubert  Burress,  Pinetops 
Gary  M.  Bailey,  Dudley 
Jesse  B.  Caton,  Garner 
Roy  L.  Cauley,  Dover 


divides  up  you  will  have  two  teams  in- 
stead of  one,  or  in  the  case  of  the  church 
which  divides  there  will  be  two  churches 
instead  of  one.  While  this  may  be  the 
final  outcome  of  a  split,  the  two  organi- 
zations will  have  to  succeed  in  spite  of 
this  situation.  God  is  able  to  perform 
miracles  in  such  cases,  but  God  is  not 
pleased  with  those  who  oppose  Him  or 
resort  to  cheap  satanic  tricks  to  get 
what  they  want. 

Paul  admonishes  us  to  avoid  divisions 
and  offenses  contrary  to  the  doctrine 
which  we  have  learned;  and  avoid  them. 
Certainly  the  doctrine  which  we  have 
learned  as  Christians  should  be  a  strong 
conviction  of  our  minds  and  should  be 
worthy  of  our  very  best  involvement  and 
vocation.  One  thing  is  sure:  The  closer 
we  walk  together  in  Christ  the  closer 
we  will  be  in  all  things.  The  closeness 
in  the  administration  of  our  rights  as 
Christians  will  bond  us  together  and 
make  the  unmitigated  TRUTH  our  seal. 
After  all  the  TRUTH  should  be  our  BOND, 
and  anything  that  deteriorates  the 
truth  will  spoil  and  cause  divisions  to 
appear.  LOVE  for  the  BRETHREN  is  also 
a  good  standard  by  which  we  may  ex- 
amine the  TRUTH. 


A.  B.  Chandler,  Winterville 

F.  B.  Cherry,  Wilson 

R.  C.  Cherry,  Micro 

C.  M.  Coats,  Smithfield 

Clyde  W.  Cox,  Kenly 

E.  F.  Crary,  Kinston 

William  L.  Dale,  Goldsboro 

Bruce  Dudley,  Davis 

Lester  L.  Duncan  Jr.,  Wilson 

DeWayne  Eakes,  Lucama 

Eddie  Edwards,  Vanceboro 

E.  E.  Edwards,  Vandemere 

J.  A.  Evans,  Seven  Springs 

Graham  Faucette,  Kenly 

Bill  Futch,  Kinston 

Wiley  Ferrell,  Selma 

Foy  Futrelle,  Goldsboro 

Francis  Garner,  Dunn 

C.  Felton  Godwin,  Newton  Grove 

J.  B.  Godwin,  Selma 

M.  E.  Godwin,  Dunn 

Edmund  G.  Gonzalez,  Smithfield 

C.  D.  Hamilton,  Fountain 

C.  B.  Hansley,  Cove  City 

D.  W.  Hansley,  Middlesex 
James  B.  Hardee,  Elizabethtown 
Raymond  W.  Hardison,  New  Bern 
Lloyd  Hargis,  Clayton 

Bobby  Harrell,  Mount  Olive 
Frank  R.  Harrison,  Mount  Olive 
Taylor  Hill,  Fayetteville 
James  E.  Howard,  Merritt 
Joseph  H.  Ingram,  Goldsboro 
Wayne  King,  Pikeville 
R.  H.  Jackson,  Benson 
J.  V.  Joyner,  Kenly 
Emmitt  Jones,  Mount  Olive 
A.  Graham  Lane,  New  Bern 
Robert  Langley,  Pine  Level 
W.  0.  Lassiter,  Four  Oaks 
John  R.  Lee,  Four  Oaks 
James  Lupton,  Pikeville 
L.  B.  Manning,  Fountain 
W.  A.  Martin,  Benson 
W.  R.  Martin,  Micro 
Alton  Mason,  Oriental 
Edward  W.  Miles,  Goldsboro 
R.  L.  Moore,  Clayton 

E.  C.  Morris,  Walstonburg 
C.  H.  Overman,  Ayden 
Ronnie  Parker,  Clinton 

C.  L.  Patrick,  Snow  Hill 
W.  M.  Pollard,  Greenville 
W.  L.  Poythress,  Wilson 
Wesley  Price,  Seven  Springs 
W.  B.  Raper,  Mount  Olive 
Walter  Reynolds,  Ayden 
Fred  A.  Rivenbark,  Goldsboro 
Robert  Rollins,  Pinetown 
R.  T.  Sasser,  Wilson 
Boyd  Shook,  Selma 
S.  A.  Smith,  Beulaville 
Willie  Stilley,  New  Bern 
Ralph  Sumner,  Bridgeton 
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CHRISTIAN  CROSSWORDS 


by  Mrs.  Royce  Matthews 


ATTENTION  LADIES! 

The  Woman's  Auxiliary  Conference 
will  be  held  at  Cragmont  Assembly, 
Black  Mountain,  North  Carolina,  Au- 
gust 12-17.  Please  note  that  the  reg- 
istration fee  is  $10  rather  than  $7, 
and  please  be  sure  to  address  your 
registration  properly  to  Mrs.  Lillie 
Mae  Sasser,  Route  2,  Box  497,  Golds- 
boro,  North  Carolina  27530.  Thirty 
dollars  ($30)  will  be  due  upon  board- 
ing the  bus,  making  the  total  cost  of 
the  conference  per  person,  $40. 

This  conference  is  expected  to  be 
one  of  the  most  inspirational  of  recent 
ones  and  should  afford  many  benefits 
for  those  in  attendance.  Don't  miss 
this  opportunity  of  fellowship  and  in- 
struction. Codirectors  are  Mrs.  Sas- 
ser and  Mrs.  Dola  Dudley. 


Luther  Swinson,  New  Bern 
Floyd  Smith,  Selma 
Elmer  Thompson,  Smithfield 
J.  E.  Timmons,  Texas 
Dan  Venable,  Rocky  Mount 
Lloyd  Vernon,  Richlands 
W.  H.  Willis,  Kinston 
Willis  Wilson,  Winterville 
L.  B.  Woodall  Jr.,  Smithfield 
Herman  Wooten,  Garner 


Six-year-old  Nell,  when  she  complain- 
ed of  a  stomachache,  was  told  by  her 
mother:  "That's  because  your  stomach  is 
empty.  You  would  feel  better  if  you 
had  something  in  it." 

That  afternoon  the  pastor,  visiting  for 
tea,  mentioned  he  had  been  suffering  all 
day  with  a  headache.  Promptly  spoke 
up  little  Nell:  "That's  because  it's  empty. 
You'd  feel  better  if  you  had  something 
in  it." 


BOOKSTORE 

HOURS 

***** 

*  The  Ayden  Bible  and  Bookstore, 

*  located  at  the  Free  Will  Baptist 

*  Press  Foundation,  Inc.,  811  North 

*  Lee  Street,  Ayden,  North  Caro- 

*  lina,    observes    the  following 

*  hours: 

*  Monday-Friday— 8  a.m.  to  5  p.m. 

*  Saturday— 9  a.m.  to  5  p.m. 


ACROSS: 

4.  Most  handsome  (2  Samuel  14:25) 

7.  One  of  12  spies  (Numbers  13:2-6) 

9.  King  of  Sodom  (Genesis  14:2) 

12.  Wisest  (1  Kings  4:29-31) 

14.  First  lefthanded  (Judges  3:15) 

17.  Eagle  (Leviticus  11:18) 

18.  Strongest  (Judges  15:12-16) 

21.  Luxurious,  wicked  city  (Amos  3:12) 

23.  Slew  Bethlehem  Babes  (Matthew  2: 
16-18) 


Well  Said 

A  clergyman  wrote  a  wealthy  and  in- 
fluential businessman  requesting  a  sub- 
scription to  a  worthy  charity.  He 
promptly  received  a  curt  refusal  which 
ended  by  saying,  "As  far  as  I  can  see, 


DOWN: 

1.  First  to  shave  (Genesis  41:14) 

2.  A  dry  measure  (2  Kings  6:25) 

3.  Shortest  man  (Luke  19:1-4) 

5.  Father  of  71  sons  (Judges  8:30,  31) 

6.  First  bigamist  (Genesis  4:19) 

8.  First  to  wear  ring  (Genesis  41:42) 

10.  First  to  write  (Exodus  24:4) 

11.  Jesus  crucified  at  (Matthew  27:33- 
35) 

13.  Tallest  (Deuteronomy  3:11) 

14.  Home  of  Adam  &  Eve  (Genesis  2:8- 
15) 

15.  Feigned  insanity  (1  Samuel  21:12-15) 

16.  Son  of  Seth  (Genesis  5:6-11) 

19.  Married  Jezebel  (1  Kings  16:31) 

20.  Heavenly  Father  (Matthew  6:26) 
22.  Mother  of  Hezekiah  (2  Kings  18:2) 


this  Christian  business  is  just  one  con- 
tinuous give,  give,  give." 

After  a  brief  interval  the  clergyman 
answered,  "I  wish  to  thank  you  for  the 
best  definition  of  the  Christian  life  that 
I  have  yet  heard."— New  Century  Leader. 
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RESERVATION  NOTICE 

We  plan  to  have  (number)   

attend  the  Christian  Seminar  and 
Workshop  at  the  First  Free  Will  Bap- 
tist Church,  Tarboro,  North  Carolina, 
May  18,  1974. 

Number  who  will  eat  lunch  

Number  who  will  eat  dinner   

Church  Name    

Address   


By   

Return  to:  Mr.  James  A.  Meeks, 
secretary,-  Route  3,  Box  246;  Green- 
ville, North  Carolina  27834. 


OPEN  LETTER 

NORTH  CAROLINA  FREE  WILL  BAPTIST 
LAYMAN'S  LEAGUE  BOARD 

P.  0.  Box  982 
Goldsboro,  North  Carolina  27530 

TO:  ALL  CONCERNED  FREE  WILL  BAPTISTS 

FROM:  NORTH  CAROLINA  FREE  WILL  BAP- 
TIST LAYMAN'S  LEAGUE  PLANNING 
COMMITTEE 

SUBJECT:  CHRISTIAN  SEMINAR  AND 
WORKSHOP 

It  has  been  said  of  late  that  our  de- 
nomination has  experienced  a  "static"  or 
"zero"  growth  condition  for  the  past 
12-14  years.  As  a  matter  of  fact,  some 
of  our  churches  have  experienced  a 
"minus"  growth  factor. 

This  is  not  pointed  out  for  the  pur- 
pose of  criticizing  or  condemning,  but 
rather  as  a  matter  of  great  urgency  and 
concern.  Most  of  us  are  gifted  with  the 
ability  to  criticize  and  point  out  prob- 
lems which  does  little  more  than  to  con- 
tinue to  aggravate  the  condition. 

As  a  group  of  concerned  Christian  men 
and  servants  of  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ, 
we  believe  we  have  recognized  some  of 
the  problem  areas  which  have  contribut- 
ed to  the  lack  of  a  forward  and  progres- 
sive growth  factor  over  the  years  and, 
conversely,  a  roadblock  to  a  biblical  soul- 
winning  program.  With  the  prayerful 
participation  and  joint  labors  of  our  fel- 
low believers  in  Christ,  we  can  and  will 
do  great  and  mighty  things  for  our  Lord 
as  He  leads  and  directs  our  efforts  (Jere- 
miah 33:3;  Acts  2:44). 

Now  that  we  are  aware  that  condi- 
tions do  exist  which  hinder  us  in  growth, 
and  more  importantly,  in  carrying  out 
the  Great  Commission  (Matthew  28:18- 
20),  you  might  rightfully  ask  what  we 
propose  to  do  about  these  conditions. 
Our  plan  is  simple,  scriptural  and  spirit- 
ual in  its  intent,  and  purpose  and  we  be- 
lieve, without  hesitation  or  reservation, 
is  pleasing  to  our  Lord. 

On  Saturday,  May  18,  1974,  at  the 
First  Free  Will  Baptist  Church,  Tarboro, 
North  Carolina,  the  North  Carolina  Free 
Will  Baptist  Layman's  League  Board  will 
sponsor  an  all-day  seminar  and  work- 
shop in  the  spiritual  areas  of: 

1.  Personal  witnessing  and  related 
subjects  by  Edward  Shackleford. 

2.  Training  for  new  converts  and  re- 
lated subjects  by  Jeff  Scarborough. 


3.  Family  devotion  and  special  proj- 
ects by  Denver  Mitchell. 

4.  State  Free  Will  Baptist  "Layman  of 
the  Year"  award. 

5.  Inspirational  sharing  of  talents  of 
men's  groups  from  Free  Will  Baptist 
churches. 

6.  Christian  fellowship  and  prepara- 
tion for  laboring  together  for  the  Lord's 
harvest  (Matthew  9:37,  38). 

The  program  is  only  sponsored  by  the 
Layman's  League  Board  and  is  in  no  way 
limited  to  any  particular  group.  The  en- 
tire family  is  invited  and  we  hope  many 
family  units  will  be  in  attendance. 

This  will  be  a  "Show-and-Do"  type 
program  to  prepare  the  participants  for 
implementation  at  the  local  church  level 
and  is  intended  as  an  ongoing  process 
of  laboring  together  for  our  Lord. 

There  are  several  meaningful  ways  you 
can  help  assure  the  success  of  the  pro- 
gram: 

1.  Pray  with  us  for  a  successful  mission 
and  a  continuing  harvest  as  we  labor 
together. 

2.  Select  an  outstanding  layman  in  your 
church  as  a  nominee  for  the  Layman 
of  the  Year  award  and  forward  infor- 
mation to  us  on  form  provided  with 
enclosed  material. 

3.  Let  us  know  if  you  have  a  talented 
group  of  men  in  your  church  who  will 
share  their  talents  with  us  at  the 
meeting. 

4.  Send  enough  people  to  take  the  in- 
formation back  to  the  local  church 
for  implementation. 

5.  Stress  the  importance  of  this  program 
with  your  people. 

6.  Share  any  suggestions  for  spiritual 
programs  with  us. 

7.  Let  us  know  as  soon  as  possible  how 
many  we  can  expect  from  your  church 
so  that  proper  arrangements  can  be 
made  and  materials  obtained  for 
maximum  benefits. 

8.  Meals— (a)  Women  of  the  Tarboro  Free 
Will  Baptist  Church  will  provide  food 
for  lunch. 

(b)  Dinner  will  be  catered  by  Cherry's 
Barbecue,  Wilson,  North  Carolina. 

We  have  the  challenge  before  us.  How 
we  meet  this  challenge  and  the  retained 
results  will  be  entirely  up  to  each  of  us. 
Let  us  not  fail. 

In  His  service, 

Denver  Mitchell,  Chairman 

North  Carolina  Free  Will  Baptist 

Layman's  League  Board 


LAYMAN  OF  THE  YEAR  NOMINEE 

Our  Layman  of  the  Year  nominee  is: 

Name:   

Address:   


Conference:  __ 

Church:   

Submitted  by: 


A  brief  resume  of  nominee's  past  work 
for  the  Lord  and  what  he  is  doing  now, 
including  what  offices  he  is  holding  now 
and  has  held  in  the  past,  is  shown  be- 
low: 


Please  send  to:  Mr.  James  A.  Meeks, 
secretary;  Route  3,  Box  246;  Greenville, 
North  Carolina  27834. 

SEMINAR  AND  WORKSHOP 

9=00-  9=30-Registration 

9:30-1 0:00-Welcome  and  Response 
1 0=00-1 1  =30-Workshop 
11:30-12:30— Lunch 
12:30-  2:00-Workshop 

2:00-  2:15-Break 

2:15-  3:45-Workshop 

3:45-  4:00-Break 

4:00-  5:00-Discussion  Period 

5:00-  6:00-Dinner 

6:00-  7:00-Men's  Talent  Time 

7:00-  8:00-Evening  Workshop 


IB) 
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BIBLE 


QUESTIONS 

and 
ANSWERS 


Conducted  by  J.  P.  BARROW 
Route  1,  Box  475,  LaGrange,  North  Carolina  28551 


Question:  Please  explain,  "But  in  the 
days  of  the  voice  of  the  seventh  angel, 
when  he  shall  begin  to  sound,  the  mys- 
tery of  God  should  be  finished,  as  he 
hath  declared  to  his  servants  the  proph- 
ets" (Revelation  10:7).  What  is  meant 
by  the  "mystery  of  God  should  be  fin- 
ished, as  he  hath  declared  to  his  ser- 
vants the  prophets"? 

Answer:  Scofield's  Notes    on  Page 
1014  (No.  3),  in  the  old  Scofield  Bible 
give  a  discussion  on  the  word  "mystery" 
|  that  should  be  sufficient  to  us  in  cor- 
rectly interpreting  this  verse: 

"A  'mystery'  in  Scripture  is  a  previous- 
ly hidden  truth,  now  divinely  revealed, 
but  in  which  a  supernatural  element  still 
remains  despite  the  revelation.  The 
j  greater  mysteries  are:  (1)  The  mysteries 
of  the  kingdom  of  heaven  (Matthew  13: 
3-50);  (2)  the  mystery  of  Israel's  blind- 
ness during  this  age  (Romans  11:25,  with 
context);  (3)  the  mystery  of  the  transla- 
tion of  living  saints  at  the  end  of  this 
age  (1  Corinthians  15:51,  52);  1  Thessa- 
lonians  4:14-17);  (4)  the  mystery  of  the 
New  Testament  church  as  one  body  com- 
posed of  Jew  and  Gentile  (Ephesians  3:1- 
11;  Romans  16:25;  Ephesians  6:19; 
Colossians  4:3);  (5)  the  mystery  of  the 
church  as  the  bride  of  Christ  (Ephesians 
5:28-32);  (6)  the  mystery  of  the  inliving 
Christ  (Galatians  2:20;  Colossians  1:26, 
27);  (7)  the  'mystery  of  God  even  Christ,' 
i.e.  Christ  as  the  incarnate  fullness  of 
the  Godhead  embodied,  in  whom  all  the 
divine  wisdom  for  man  subsists  (Colos- 
sians 2:2,  9;  1  Corinthians  2:7);  (8)  the 
mystery  of  the  processes  by  which  god- 
likeness  is  restored  to  man  (1  Timothy 
3:16);  (9)  the  mystery  of  iniquity  (2  Thes- 
salonians  2:7;  Matthew  13:33);  (10)  the 
mystery  of  the  seven  stars  (Revelation 
1:20);  (11)  the  mystery  of  Babylon  (Reve- 
lation 17:5,  7)." 

There  is  a  sense  in  which  mystery  in 
part  was  confined  to  Old  Testament 
saints  and  not  to  us.  Previous  to  the 
death,  resurrection,  and  ascension  of 
Christ,  Isaiah  53  contained  more  that 


was  mystery  than  it  does  for  us  on  this 
side  of  those  marvelous  events.  We 
will  understand  what  is  meant  by:  "He 
is  despised  and  rejected  of  men,  a  man 
of  sorrows,  and  acquainted  with  grief: 
and  we  hid  as  it  were  our  faces  from 
him,-  he  was  despised,  and  we  esteemed 
him  not.  Surely  he  hath  borne  our 
griefs,  and  carried  our  sorrows:  yet  we 
did  esteem  him  stricken,  smitten  of  God, 
and  afflicted.  But  he  was  wounded  for 
our  transgressions,  he  was  bruised  for 
our  iniquities:  the  chastisement  of  our 
peace  was  upon  him;  and  with  his  stripes 
we  are  healed"  (Isaiah  53:3-5). 

We  now  have  New  Testament  passages 
that  solve  for  us  the  mystery  of  His  suf- 
fering and  the  response  of  the  Jewish 
representatives  to  this  suffering.  "Pilate 
therefore,  willing  to  release  Jesus,  spake 
again  to  them.  But  they  cried,  saying, 
Crucify  him,  crucify  him.  And  he  said 
unto  them  the  third  time,  Why,  what 
evil  hath  he  done?  I  have  found  no 
cause  of  death  in  him:  I  will  therefore 
chastise  him,  and  let  him  go.  And  they 
were  instant  with  loud  voices,  requiring 
that  he  might  be  crucified.  And  the 
voices  of  them  and  of  the  chief  priests 
prevailed.  And  Pilate  gave  sentence  that 
it  should  be  as  they  required.  .  .  .  And 
when  they  were  come  to  the  place,  which 
is  called  Calvary,  there  they  crucified 
him,  and  the  malefactors,  one  on  the 
right  hand,  and  the  other  on  the  left.  .  .  . 
And  the  people  stood  beholding.  And 
the  rulers  also  with  them  derided  him, 
saying,  He  saved  others,-  let  him  save 
himself,  if  he  be  Christ,  the  chosen  of 
God"  (Luke  23:20-24,  33,  35);  "Then 
saith  Jesus  unto  them,  All  ye  shall  be 
offended  because  of  me  this  night:  for 
it  is  written,  I  will  smite  the  shepherd, 
and  the  sheep  of  the  flock  shall  be  scat- 
tered abroad"  (Matthew  26:31);  "And 
they  that  passed  by  reviled  him,  wagging 
their  heads,  .  .  .  Likewise  also  the  chief 
priests  mocking  him,  with  the  scribes 
and  elders,  said,  He  saved  others,-  him- 
self he  cannot  save.   If  he  be  the  King 


of  Israel,  let  him  now  come  down  from 
the  cross,  and  we  will  believe  him.  He 
trusted  in  God;  let  him  deliver  him  now, 
if  he  will  have  him:  for  he  said,  I  am 
the  Son  of  God.  The  thieves  also,  which 
were  crucified  with  him,  cast  the  same 
in  his  teeth.  Now  from  the  sixth  hour 
there  was  darkness  over  all  the  land 
unto  the  ninth  hour.  And  about  the 
ninth  hour  Jesus  cried  with  a  loud  voice, 
saying,  Eli,  Eli,  lama  sabachthani?  that 
is  to  say,  My  God,  my  God,  why  hast 
thou  forsaken  me?  .  .  .  Jesus,  when  he 
had  cried  again  with  a  loud  voice,  yield- 
ed up  the  ghost.  And,  behold,  the  veil 
of  the  temple  was  rent  in  twain  from 
the  top  to  the  bottom;  and  the  earth  did 
quake,  and  the  rocks  rent"  (Matthew  27: 
39,  41-46,  50,  51). 

This  had  not  been  this  clearly  reveal- 
ed to  the  readers  of  Isaiah  53  until  it 
actually  took  place  as  this  and  other 
prophecies  predicted.  Probably  it  would 
have  been  clearer  to  many  readers  if  it 
had  not  been  for  the  satanic  forces  that 
dominated  the  so-called  Jewish  fathers, 
the  rabbis  that  had  written  incorrect 
interpretations  to  prophecies  and  re- 
corded them  in  the  Talmud.  This  was 
regarded  as  being  of  equal  or  perhaps 
more  value  than  the  Torah  or  the  law 
itself  since  no  layman  was  thought  cap- 
able of  interpreting  the  Old  Testament. 
The  Jews'  eyes  had  thus  been  blinded 
and  for  the  most  part  still  are. 

The  professed  church,  in  this  our  day, 
has  produced  false  teachers  and  false 
christs,  who  through  false  propaganda 
mislead  thousands  and  even  millions. 
We,  in  this  country,  give  the  emphasis 
to  freedom  of  religion  and  in  this  way 
make  it  easy  for  a  Mary  Patterson  Baker 
Eddy,  a  Helen  G.  White,  a  Pastor  Rus- 
sell and  a  Joseph  Smith,  etc.,  to  lead 
myriads  astray. 

The  Scriptures  warn  us  of  this  age, 
and  of  how  the  age  will  end  or  come  to 
its  close.  "For  many  deceivers  are  en- 
tered into  the  world,  who  confess  not 
that  Jesus  Christ  is  come  in  the  flesh. 
This  is  a  deceiver  and  an  antichrist.  .  .  . 
Whosoever  transgresseth,  and  abideth 
not  in  the  doctrine  of  Christ,  hath  not 
God.  He  that  abideth  in  the  doctrine  of 
Christ,  he  hath  both  the  Father  and  the 
Son.  If  there  come  any  unto  you,  and 
bring  not  this  doctrine,  receive  him  not 
into  your  house,  neither  bid  him  God 
speed:  For  he  that  biddeth  him  God 
speed  is  partaker  of  his  evil  deeds"  (2 
John  7,  9-11),-  "Now  the  Spirit  speaketh 
expressly,  that  in  the  latter  times  some 
shall  depart  from  the  faith,  giving  heed 
(continued  on  page  fifteen) 
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IF  YOU  WERE  THE 
ONE 

ONE  Sunday,  after  attending  a  church 
service  several  children  sat  at  the 
taole  enjoying  dinner.  One  of  them  hap- 
pened to  say,  in  the  conversation,  that 
she  wondered  why  the  Good  Shepherd 
should  go  so  far  after  one  sheep  when 
He  had  ninety  and  nine  safe  in  the  fold. 

Another  girl,  ten  years  old,  spoke  up 
and  said,  "I  expect  you  would  know  if 
you  were  the  one.  I  am  so  glad  that 
the  Good  Shepherd  still  goes  out  after 
the  one  sheep  until  He  finds  it,  for  I  was 
that  one  lost  sheep." 

A  long  time  ago  I  heard  the  story  of 
a  little  sheep  named  Billy.  He  was  a 
willful  little  sheep  that  did  not  always 
mind  the  shepherd,  and  stay  close  to 
him  as  he  tried  to  teach  him  to  do.  One 
day,  as  the  shepherd  was  leading  the 
sheep  back  to  the  fold,  Billy  saw  some 
nice  green  grass  just  a  little  off  the  path. 
He  ran  over  to  get  it,  and  it  was  so  ten- 
der and  good.  Then  he  ate  a  little  more 
and  a  little  more,  each  time  getting  just 
a  little  farther  away  from  the  path.  But 
he  looked  up  and  thought  he  could  easily 
run  and  catch  up,  they  were  only  a  little 
way  ahead,  so  he  kept  on  eating. 

Again  he  looked  up.  He  could  not  see 
them  but  he  could  hear  them,  for  they 
had  just  turned  the  crook  in  the  path,  so 
he  would  take  a  few  more  bites,  then  he 
would  run  and  catch  up  with  the  other 
sheep  and  the  shepherd. 

When  he  thought  it  was  time  for  him 
to  run  to  catch  up  with  them,  he  looked 
around  to  get  the  path.  It  was  not  any- 
where to  be  seen!  Nothing  looked  fa- 
miliar, but  he  started  on  the  run  in  the 
direction  that  he  thought  was  the  right 
way.  But  he  couldn't  find  the  path,  and 
he  got  caught  in  the  thorns  and  stumbled 
over  the  rocks  and  hurt  himself,  oh,  he 


was  getting  so  tired!  How  he  wished 
he  had  kept  close  to  the  shepherd! 

The  sun  had  gone  down  behind  the 
hills,  and  it  would  soon  be  dark,  so  he 
began  to  run.  He  fell  over  the  sharp 
rocks  and  was  hurt  so  badly  he  could 
not  get  up.  It  became  very  dark,  he  was 
so  frightened!  Every  little  noise  startled 
him.   Was  it  a  wolf  or  a  dog? 

When  the  shepherd  got  the  sheep  back 
to  the  fold  and  counted  them  as  they  en- 
tered the  door,  he  missed  Billy.  So  out 
into  the  dark  night  he  went  to  find  his 
little  sheep  that  was  lost.  Surely  he 
could  not  be  so  very  far  away  for  he 
had  seen  him  in  the  late  afternoon,  but 
on  and  on  he  went,  searching  and  calling. 

Billy  heard  the  voice  of  his  kind  shep- 
herd in  the  distance,  but  he  was  too 
weak  to  answer  so  that  he  could  be 
heard.  Oh,  would  the  shepherd  come 
and  find  him  or  turn  in  another  direc- 
tion? Finally  he  came  near  and  heard 
the  faint  cry  of  his  little  sheep,  and 
found  it  all  torn  by  the  thorns  and  bruis- 
ed by  the  rocks.  He  tenderly  lifted  it 
and  carried  it  home  in  his  arms,  rejoic- 
ing that  his  sheep  was  found.  And  lit- 
tle Billy,  how  did  he  feel?  Oh,  so  glad 
and  comforted,  but  so  ashamed. 

Do  you  think  that  Billy  ever  strayed 
far  from  the  shepherd  again? 

"All  we  like  sheep  have  gone  astray; 
we  have  turned  every  one  to  his  own 
way;  and  the  Lord  hath  laid  on  him  the 
iniquity  of  us  all." 

So  each  one  of  us  is  "that  one"  that 
has  gone  astray.  And  if  we  have  not 
been  found  of  Jesus,  He  is  still  search- 
ing and  calling. 

Jesus  said,  "I  am  the  good  shepherd: 
the  good  shepherd  giveth  his  life  for  the 
sheep."  "I  am  the  good  shepherd,  and 
know  my  sheep,  and  am  known  of  mine." 
"He  calleth  his  own  sheep  by  name,  and 
leadeth  them  out."  "The  sheep  follow 
him:  for  they  know  his  voice." 

Are  you  in  the  fold?    Is  Jesus  your 


Good  Shepherd?  Do  you  know  His 
voice? 

I  read  of  a  poor  woman  that  had  13 
sheep,  and  she  named  each  one,  and 
knew  them  by  name,  and  they  knew 
their  names  also.  One  morning  she  went 
out  to  feed  them  and  they  were  all  gone. 
She  suspected  a  well-to-do  fanner,  so 
she  called  and  asked  if  he  knew  any- 
thing about  her  sheep.  He  said  he  did 
not.  She  still  thought  he  might  have 
her  sheep,  so  she  got  a  policeman  to  go 
with  her  to  the  man's  house.  They  went 
out  to  the  lot  and  began  to  call  her  sheep 
by  name  and  seven  of  them  ran  to  her, 
much  to  the  surprise  of  the  farmer  and 
the  policeman  also.  So  the  policeman 
took  charge  of  the  farmer,  for  there  was 
no  doubt  as  to  whom  the  sheep  belong- 
ed. 

Satan  has  enticed  you  away  from  the 
Good  Shepherd.  Listen  as  Jesus  calls  you 
by  name  and  run  to  Him.  He  will  receive 
you.  Jesus  said,  "Him  that  cometh  to 
me  I  will  in  no  wise  cast  out."— Gospel 
for  the  Youth. 


FAMILY  FIRESIDE 

(continued  from  page  four) 

tity  one  day,  he  slipped  into  the  pond  and 
drowned. 

You  say,  "How  foolish  he  was!"  And  all 
of  us  say  the  same  thing.  But  are  not 
many  of  us  doing  the  same  thing? 

Here  is  a  person  who  has  set  his  heart 
on  money.  He  wants  money.  He  craves 
money.  He  would  do  anything  to  get 
money.  Yes,  but  you  say,  "This  is  money 
and  not  water."  True,  but  there  have  been 
times  when  rich  men  would  have  given 
all  the  wealth  they  had  for  a  glass  of  re- 
freshing water.— Selected. 

Prayer  Thought 

The  fact  that  we  wish  possessions  is  not 
the  problem.  The  problem  is  when  we  are 
possessed  with  these  wishes. 

(Devotions  used  by  permission,  Knight's 
Master  Book  of  New  Illustrations,  Eerd- 
mans  Press.) 


Russian  Definition 

The  Soviet  State  Publishing  House  in 
Moscow  issued  a  new  Russian  dictionary. 
Here  is  what  it  says  about  the  Bible. 

"A  collection  of  fantastic  legends 
without  any  scientific  support.  It  is 
full  of  dark  hints,  historical  mistakes, 
and  contradictions.  It  serves  as  a  factor 
for  gaining  power  and  subjugating  the 
unknowing  nations." 
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BY  MRS.  ROYCt  MATTHEWS  M 

PERFECT  TIMING 

Space  travel  is  fantastic.  By  man's 
ingenuity,  he  can  design  and  build  work- 
able spacecraft  to  such  superb  crafts- 
manship that  it  withstands  thousands  of 
tons  of  thrust  as  it  leaves  the  earth  on 
its  orbital  journey. 

On  this  spacecraft  he  can  travel  out- 
side the  earth's  atmosphere,  orbit  the 
moon,  traveling  a  total  of  millions  of 
miles,  and  return  to  earth,  landing  at  a 
predesignated  site  almost  as  small  as  a 
dime. 

Even  in  recent  times,  space  trave!  v/as 
reserved  for  comic  books  and  fanatical 
nuts.  If  you  had  stood  on  a  soapbox 
thirty  years  ago  and  talked  of  space 
travel,  moon  rovers,  outerspace  dock- 
ing, and  walking  in  space,  men  in  white 
coats  would  have  had  their  nets  on  you 
before  you  had  finished. 

You  must  admit,  these  are  fabulous 
times  for  man.  Amazing  man,  who  was 
given  dominion  over  the  earth,  is  reach- 
ing out  into  the  unknown  beyond. 

But  most  amazing  about  space  travel 
is  the  fact  that  the  moon  was  where  it 
was  supposed  to  be  when  it  was  sup- 
posed to  be  there.  And  the  earth,  too. 
Suppose  either  had  been  one  degree  off 
its  usual  course.  Do  you  think  the 
spacemen  would  now  have  the  privilege 
of  again  walking  this  planet? 

The  universe  is  the  ultimate  in  design 
and  creation.  Perfect  spacing  and  per- 
fect timing!  Perfect! 

As  we  look  through  the  Bible,  we  also 
see  this  same  pattern  of  perfection. 

On  the  way  to  Jerusalem,  Jesus  sent 
two  of  his  disciples  into  the  little  village 
nearby.  "You  will  find  a  colt  tied  to  a 
tree,"  He  said,  "one  that  has  never  been 
ridden."  The  disciples  went.  And  they 
found  it!  At  the  place  He  said  it  would 
be!   Perfect  timing.   Perfect  location. 

An  angel  spoke  to  Philip,  "Go  down 
to  Jerusalem  through  the  desert."  Why 
the  desert,  Philip  wondered,  but  he 
obeyed.  In  the  desert,  he  neared  a  man 
riding  a  chariot,  a  man  who  needed  to 
know  Jesus.  He  witnessed.  The  man 
believed.  Since  they  were  passing  a 
body  of  water,  the  eunuch  asked,  "Why 
can't  I  be  baptized  here?" 

Was  this  mere  coincidence?  Perfect 
timing,  perfect  location,  perfect  spac- 


Outstanding 
Laywoman  Cited  for 
Devotion  and  Service 
To  God  and  Man 

(continued  from  page  five) 

Missionaries,  ministers,  and  ministers' 
wives  and  widows  have  also  been  in- 
spired by  her  cards. 

Beautiful  flowers  have  always  adorn- 
ed her  lane,  yard,  and  garden.  These 
flowers  have  been  found  at  the  bedside 
of  many  sick  persons  and  have  long 
beautified  the  altar  of  her  church.  She 
receives  much  satisfaction  from  raising 
flowers  and  enjoys  sharing  these  with 
others. 

The  home  of  Zilphia  Nobles  Powell  has 
always  been  open  to  friends  and  visitors. 
Pastors  and  visiting  ministers  and  their 
families  have  all  been  welcomed  guests 
and  cared  for  in  the  most  gracious  man- 
ner. Though  she  makes  no  claim  to 
greatness  in  the  usual  sense  of  the  word, 
she  is  a  great  person  and  has  been  a 
friend  to  the  friendless  and  an  inspiration 
to  numerous  persons  who  have  needed 
love  and  understanding.  Perhaps  she 
has  been  the  greatest  blessing  to  her 
own  family.  She  maintains  constant 
contact  with  her  children,  often  spend- 
ing a  week  or  more  with  different  ones— 
especially  if  they  have  some  immediate 
need  of  her  assistance. 


ing.  Suppose  Philip  had  been  ten 
minutes  late. 

Ananias  was  told  in  a  vision,  "Go  over 
on  Straight  Street.  A  blind  man  named 
Saul  will  be  praying.  Lay  your  hands  on 
him." 

Ananias,  against  obstacles,  went. 
When  he  touched  Saul,  who  was  indeed 
praying,  the  scales  fell  from  the  blind 
eyes  and  a  world  of  vision  opened  up 
before  him. 

Suppose  Ananias  had  been  late  and 
Saul,  or  Paul  as  he  was  renamed,  had 
left.  What  a  great  impact  this  one  visit 
has  on  us  almost  twenty  centuries  later. 
Perfect  timing. 

Living  in  a  time  as  fabulous  as  space 
travel,  with  the  foundations  of  our  gov- 
ernment structure  quaking,  institutions 
crumbling,  and  men  we  have  trusted 
toppling  from  their  pedestals,  we  some- 
times shake  with  fear  of  the  future. 

But  all  the  time  we  can  look  to  God 
who  holds  the  future.  Perfect  timing, 
perfect  location,  perfect  spacing,  perfect! 
God  is  in  control. 


Much  sickness  has  plagued  Mrs.  Pow- 
ell's family,  and  she  has  always  been 
prepared  to  attend  to  the  needs  of  her 
invalid  husband  and  two  children.  She 
has  always  shown  an  amazing  patience 
and  faith— even  in  these  trying  situa- 
tions. 

Although  "Miss  Zilphia"  may  not  have 
(in  the  opinion  of  some)  accomplished 
any  outstanding  feats  during  her  seven- 
ty-seven years,  the  impact  and  influence 
of  her  life  upon  others  is  not  question- 
able. The  many  little  things  which  of- 
ten go  unheralded-the  sending  of  cards, 
flowers,  prayers  offered,  tithes  given, 
and  her  unceasing  love  which  she  gives 
freely  expecting  nothing  in  return— these 
in  themselves  honor  this  dear  lady  and 
are  a  credit  to  her  Christian  living. 

"Miss  Zilphia"  now  lives  alone  but 
still  finds  varied  interests  which  keep 
her  constantly  busy,  her  chiefest  joy  yet 
being  serving  others  and  her  Lord.  You 
may  find  her  reading,  crocheting,  play- 
ing scrabble,  working  in  a  flower  bed, 
staying  with  a  shut-in,  visiting  the  sick, 
attending  a  club  meeting,  or  just  pass- 
ing the  time  away  at  a  neighbor's  home. 
Wherever  she  is,  however,  she  is  an  ex- 
ample of  love,  of  giving,  of  unselfish- 
ness, and  of  dedication  to  the  work  of 
her  Lord. 

Certainly  God  will  someday  say  to 
this  Christian  lady,  "Well  done,  thou 
good  and  faithful  servant:  Thou  hast 
been  faithful  over  a  few  things,-  I  will 
make  thee  ruler  over  many  things.  Enter 
thou  into  the  joy  of  thy  lord"  (see  Mat- 
thew 25:21). 

Your  editor  feels  privileged  to  know 
this  lady  and  to  laud  her  accomplish- 
ments in  Christian  service  while  she  is 
able  to  know  that  she  is  appreciated  and 
highly  esteemed. 


For  Christ's  Sake 

A  distressed,  weeping  woman  said  to 
her  pastor,  "I  do  not  suppose  you  can 
help  me." 

"Why  not?"  asked  the  pastor.  "I'll 
surely  try  to  help  you." 

The  woman  said,  "For  years  I  have 
been  unable  to  pray.  There  is  a  woman 
who  has  come  between  me  and  my  hus- 
band.   I  cannot  forgive  her." 

Thoughtfully  the  pastor  said,  "You 
cannot  forgive  this  woman  for  her  sake, 
but  can  you  not  forgive  this  woman  for 
Christ's  sake?" 

After  heart-searching  silence,  the 
wounded  wife  said,  "Yes.  I  can  forgive 
her  for  Christ's  sake  and  I  will." 
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FOR  MAY  26 


When  Is  a  Man  Really 
Free? 

Lesson  Text:  Acts  26=19-32 
Memory  Verse:  John  8:36 

I.  INTRODUCTION 

It  has  been  well  said,  "If  a  man  once 
gets  a  good  look  at  Jesus  Christ  he  will 
never  be  the  same  man  again."  Surely 
this  was  true  of  Saul  of  Tarsus.  From 
the  moment  Jesus  revealed  Himself  to 
Saul  on  the  Damascus  road  to  the  time 
of  his  departure  from  this  world  he  led 
a  new  life.  Nothing  was  carried  over 
from  the  old  life  into  his  new  life.  Paul's 
life  was  a  living  dramatization  of  his 
own  words,  "If  a  man  be  in  Christ,  he 
is  a  new  creature:  old  things  are  passed 
away;  behold,  all  things  are  become 
new." 

The  truth  of  the  matter  is,  the  re- 
deemed man  is  a  free  man.  He  is  free 
from  the  old  creation  he  was  before  con- 
version. He  is  free,  not  from  the  pres- 
ence of  sin,  but  from  the  power  and 
penalty  of  sin.  The  subject  of  our  les- 
son is  the  question  "When  is  a  man 
really  free?"  Instead  of  pointing  out 
some  ways  he  is  not  free,  this  question 
is  answered  now  and  here:  he  is  really 
free  only  when  Christ  is  in  control  of 
his  life. 

—The  Advanced  Quarterly  (F.W.B.). 

II.  HINTS  THAT  HELP 

A.  Introduction 

1.  In  the  last  part  of  the  Book  of 
Acts,  we  see  Paul  before  three 
persons: 

a.  Felix  is  the  procurator  of  Ju- 
dea. 

b.  Festus  succeeded  Felix  in  the 
reign  of  Nero. 

c.  Agrippa  as  the  Jewish  ruler  of 
Judea,  and  all  Palestine. 

2.  Paul  had  no  concern  for  himself, 
but  great  concern  that  the  gospel 
be  presented. 

3.  The  answers  that  these  men  gave 
to  the  gospel: 


a.  Felix  gave  the  answer  of  pro- 
crastination. 

b.  Festus  gave  the  answer  of  ig- 
norance. 

c.  Agrippa's  answer  is  the  subject 
of  our  study  today. 

B.  Paul's  Defense  Before  Agrippa  (Acts 
26:19-23) 

1.  How  Paul  came  to  stand  before 
Agrippa. 

2.  Paul  gave  his  personal  account  of 
conversion  to  Agrippa. 

3.  Then  he  told  how  God  was  honor- 
ing his  witness  among  men. 

C.  Paul  Demands  Decision  from  Agrippa 
(Acts  26:24-29) 

1.  Agrippa  had  to  make  some  per- 
sonal decision  about  the  claims  of 
the  gospel  which  Paul  presented. 

2.  He  did  not  have  to  make  a  de- 
cision concerning  Paul  by  law,  but 
he  was  asked  to  do  so. 

3.  Every  man  who  hears  the  gospel 
has  to  make  a  decision. 

D.  Agrippa's  Decision  (Acts  26:30-32) 

1.  He  found  no  violation  of  the  Jew- 
ish law  in  Paul. 

2.  So  far  as  we  know,  Agrippa  chose 
to  reject  the  gospel. 

3.  As  far  as  the  gospel  was  con- 
cerned, Agrippa's  decision  was 
one  of  prejudice. 

-The  Bible  Teacher  (F.W.B.). 

III.  ADDITIONAL  TRUTHS 

A.  In  a  sense,  every  man  is  free,-  and 
yet,  every  man  is  also  bound.  The  im- 
portant differences  between  men  are  the 
areas  in  which  freedoms  are  found  and 
bondage  exists,  and  in  the  use  of  the 
freedoms  and  the  effects  of  the  bondage. 

B.  Yes,  the  Christian  is  both  free  and 
bound.  Paul  writes,  "For  he  that  is  call- 
ed in  the  Lord,  being  a  servant,  is  the 
Lord's  freeman:  likewise  also  he  that  is 
called,  being  free,  is  Christ's  servant" 
(1  Corinthians  7:22).  Paul  and  Peter  both 
warn  against  misusing  Christian  free- 
dom.   Paul  wrote  the  Galatians,  "For, 


Churches  and  Ministers 
Available 

(Note:  This  column  is  provided,  when 
needed,  for  any  church  that  is  seeking  a 
pastor  and  for  any  minister  who  is  seeking 
a  church  to  serve  and  would  like  to  give 
such  notice.  Please  send  the  necessary  in- 
formation to  the  editor  of  "The  Free  Will 
Baptist."  Each  notice  will  run  for  two  is- 
sues only.) 


Trent  Free  Will  Baptist  Church,  Mer- 
ritt,  North  Carolina,  is  in  need  of  a  pas- 
tor. If  interested,  please  contact  Mr. 
H.  L.  Spruill,  Merritt,  North  Carolina 
(telephone  745-3773). 

The  Rev.  Arnold  Woodlief  of  410  West 
Milton  Avenue,  Marianna,  Florida  (tele- 
phone 904-112-482-4659)  announces  that 
he  is  available  for  revival  services  in 
North  Carolina  or  elsewhere.  He  writes, 
"The  first  great  need  in  every  church 
earnestly  seeking  a  revival  of  the  work 
of  God's  kingdom  is  a  richer  inflowing 
of  the  blessed  life  of  Jesus  Christ,  of  the 
life  He  is,  and  which  He  freely  and  gra- 
ciously communicates  to  His  children." 


brethren,  ye  have  been  called  unto  lib- 
erty,- only  use  not  liberty  for  an  occa- 
sion to  the  flesh,  but  by  love  serve  one 
another"  (5:13).  And  Peter  writes,  "As 
free,  and  not  using  your  liberty  for  a 
cloak  of  maliciousness,  but  as  the  ser- 
vants of  God"  (1  Peter  2:16). 

C.  Now,  he  who  is  made  free  by  the 
Son  is  free  indeed,  yet  he  is  bound.  He 
is  freed  from  darkness,  but  obligated 
to  live  in  the  light  (see  Acts  26:18);  re- 
deemed for  sin,  but  a  servant  of  righ- 
teousness (see  Romans  6:18,  22);  de- 
livered from  the  law,  but  committed  to 
the  gospel  (see  Romans  7:4);  released 
from  error,  but  bound  by  truth  (see  John 
8:32);  rescued  from  Satan,  but  bound  to 
Christ. 

D.  He  who  is  made  free  by  the  Son 
is  free  indeed;  yet  he  is  not  free  to  pro- 
claim just  any  "gospel"  (see  Galatians 
1 :6-9);  to  set  up  standards  for  God's  for- 
giveness of  sins  (see  John  14:6;  Acts  4: 
12);  to  fill  the  heart  with  hatred,  yet 
avoid  spiritual  death  (see  1  John  3:15); 
to  sin  deliberately  without  fear  of  judg- 
ment and  punishment  (see  Romans  6:23). 

E.  Earthly  bondage  can  last  only  a 
lifetime,-  but  bondage  to  sin  can  hold  us 
in  chains  for  eternity.  He  only  can  be 
truly  free,  forever  free,  who  is  made 
free  by  Christ  and  in  Christ. 
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The  above  answers  are  for  the  cross- 
word puzzle  that  appears  in  this  week's 
issue  of  "The  Free  Will  Baptist." 


Questions  &  Answers 

(continued  from  page  eleven) 

to  seducing  spirits,  and  doctrines  of 
devils,-  Speaking  lies  in  hypocrisy;  hav- 
ing their  conscience  seared  with  a  hot 
iron"  (1  Timothy  4:1,  2);  "This  know 
also,  that  in  the  last  days  perilous  times 
shall  come.  For  men  shall  be  lovers  of 
their  own  selves,  covetous,  boasters, 
proud,  blasphemers,  disobedient  to 
parents,  unthankful,  unholy,  Without 
natural  affection,  trucebreakers,  false  ac- 
cusers, incontinent,  fierce,  despisers  of 
those  that  are  good,  Traitors,  heady, 
highminded,  lovers  of  pleasures  more 
than  lovers  of  God;  Having  a  form  of 
godliness,  but  denying  the  power  there- 
of: from  such  turn  away.  .  .  .  Ever  learn- 
ing, and  never  able  to  come  to  the  knowl- 
edge of  the  truth.  .  .  .  Yea,  and  all  that 
will  live  godly  in  Christ  Jesus  shall  suf- 
fer persecution.  But  evil  men  and  se- 
ducers shall  wax  worse  and  worse,  de- 
ceiving, and  being  deceived"  (2  Timothy 
3:1-5,  7,  12,  13). 

When  Christ  returns  that  in  itself  will 
be  a  revelation  heretofore  a  mystery,  a 
mystery  except  that  which  we  may  un- 
derstand through  the  revelation  we  have 
in  the  written  word.  Revelation  10:7 
depends  upon  the  second  coming  for  a 
full  comprehension  of  its  truth.  "For 
we  know  in  part,  and  we  prophesy  in 
part.  But  when  that  which  is  perfect  is 
come,  then  that  which  is  in  part  shall 
be  done  away.  ...  For  now  we  see 
through  a  glass,  darkly;  but  then  face  to 
face:  now  I  know  in  part;  but  then  shall 
I  know  even  as  also  I  am  known"  (1  Co- 


rinthians 13:9,  10,  12);  "Beloved,  now 
are  we  the  sons  of  God,  and  it  doth  not 
yet  appear  what  we  shall  be:  but  we 
know  that,  when  he  shall  appear,  we 
shall  be  like  him,-  for  we  shall  see  him  as 
he  is"  (1  John  3:2). 

R.  C.  H.  Lenski  in  his  book  St.  John's 
Revelation  comments  on  Revelation  10:7 
on  Page  318,  in  part  as  follows  ".  .  . 
this  angel's  blast  shall  usher  in  the  com- 
pletion, when  the  clock  of  time  shall 
firmly  stand  still."  In  other  words,  this 
blast  from  the  angel's  trumpet  tells  us 
when  there  shall  be  time  no  more  and 
that  we  are  in  eternity. 


Shining  at  Home 

Hudson  Taylor  has  said,  "A  small  cir- 
cle of  usefulness  is  not  to  be  despised. 
A  light  that  does  not  shine  beautifully 
around  the  family  table  at  home,  is  not 
fit  to  rush  to  a  long  way  off  to  do  a 
great  service  elsewhere."  —  Gospel  Her- 
ald. 


A  girl  can  do  nothing  wrong  so  long 
as  a  man  is  in  love  with  her  and  noth- 
ing right  after  he  ceases  to  be. 


Dishonest  with  God 

Spurgeon  said,  "We  cannot  expect  to 
prosper  if  we  are  dishonest  with  God. 
He  can  easily  give  back  to  us  as  we  give 
out  to  Him.  Happy  are  they  who,  having 
been  saved  by  grace,  bring  to  Him  their 
tithes.  Peace  and  prosperity  shall  be 
their  portion." 


"He  Will  Get  Over  It" 

Remember  when  you  first  fell  in  love? 
Observers  said,  "He  will  get  over  it!" 
That  is  exactly  what  occurred  with  God's 
children  in  the  Church  of  Ephesus  in  the 
first  century:  "They  got  over  it!"  That 
is,  they  "ceased  loving  Christ  first!"  God 
save  us  from  "getting  over  it!"— W.  B.  K. 


The  Church  Finance 
Association,  Inc. 

is  now  paying 

5}A%  Interest 

On  All  Deposits 


Take  Advantage 
Of  This  Opportunity 
To  Help  Your  Denomination 
And  Yourself! 

Contact 
THE  REV.  HUBERT  BURRESS 
P.  0.  Drawer  336 
Pinetops,  North  Carolina  27864 


Notice  Notice 

All  Free  Will  Baptists  Are  Invited  to  Attend 
FOUNDER'S  DAY 

at  the 

Free  Will  Baptist  Children's  Home 

MIDDLESEX,  NORTH  CAROLINA 
on 

Saturday,  May  25, 1974 

10:30  A.M.  Worship  Service 

Rev.  Lloyd  Vernon  (Speaker) 

12:00  A.M.   Lunch  (Bring  Picnic  Baskets) 
1:00  P.M.   Gospel  Singing 
2:30  P.  M.   Tour  of  Campus  and  Games 

BRING  YOUR  GIFTS  AND  MOTHER'S  DAY  OFFERINGS  FOR  THE  HOME 
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LIBRARY  .  COM 

DUKE  UNIVERSITY 

DURHAM,  N.  C.  27703 


MISSIONS 


REPORT  FROM  HOME 
MISSIONS 


The  Rev.  Taylor  Hill 


Dear  Friends  and  Fellow  Workers: 

We  are  indeed  thankful  for  the  pray- 
ers and  financial  support  that  we  have 
received  for  Home  Missions.  It  has  been 
impossible  for  us  to  visit  all  the  church- 
es and  conference  meetings  as  we  would 
like,  still  we  have  had  many  churches 
and  individuals  to  rally  to  this  worthy 
cause.  We  are  off  to  a  very  good  start, 
considering  the  short  time  which  we 
have  been  in  operation. 

In  looking  ahead,  I  can  see  where  our 
Home  Missions  Department  can  become 
the  most  significant  department  of  our 
denomination,  because  I  feel  that  it  is 
here  that  the  future  of  our  denomina- 
tion lies.  There  is,  admittedly,  a  lot  yet 
to  be  worked  out  as  we  strive  toward 
a  good  and  sound  system  for  this  work. 
It  will  help  a  lot  if  we  realize  even  now 
that  we  are  subject  to  make  mistakes 
and  are  to  be  faced  with  disappointments 
from  time  to  time;  but  let  us  not  forget 


the  parable  of  the  sower  in  which  our 
Lord  offers  these  comforting  words,  "But 
some  fell  on  good  ground."  It  is  the 
good  ground  on  which  we  are  depending. 


We  hope  that  all  our  friends  will  be 
patient  with  us  and  pray  with  us  that 
our  Lord  will  send  laborers  for  the  pur- 
pose of  Home  Missions.  Included  among 
our  most  recent  contributions  was  $1,- 
021.06  from  our  North  Carolina  State 
Woman's  Auxiliary  Convention,  repre- 
senting 84  churches  and  districts.  We 
are  indeed  thankful! 

Yours  for  Missions, 

Taylor  Hill,  Director-Treasurer 

1207  Arsenal  Avenue 

Fayetteville,  North  Carolina  28305 


BIBLE  TIMES 

Arts  and  Craftsmen 

by  Mrs.  Royce  Matthews 
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BAKER 

FISHERMAN 

SILVERSMITH 

BARBER 

GARDENER 

TAILOR 

BOAT  BUILDER 

JEWELER 

TANNER 

BRAZIER 

MASON 

TENTMAKING 

CARPENTER 

MUSIC 

METALWORKER 

COOK 

NEEDLEWORK 

COPPERSMITH 

PAINTER 

Use  remaining  le 

APOTHECARY 

PORTER 

discover  a  great 

DYER 

POTTER 

EMBALMER 

REFINER 

ENGRAVER 

SEWING 
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Free  Will  Baptist 

AYDEN,  NORTH  CAROLINA,  WEDNESDAY,  MAY  22,  1974 


Roved,  of  44f/rfeo44d4iedd<  null  not  duMice, 
y&i  mete,  nelUfUut  tint  wotitlt  GuufUutUf . 


EDITORIAI  

RELIGION  IS  DANGEROUS 

According  to  Isaac  Watts,  "Religion  was  never  designed  to  make  our  pleasures 
less."  The  sad  part  about  it  all  is  the  fact  that  some  people  think  that  religion  is 
the  answer  to  all  problems  and  as  such  will  bring  the  fulfillment  of  all  desires.  Well, 
we  have  news  for  them!  Religion  in  and  of  itself  isn't  worth  anything. 

Religion  is  "commitment  or  devotion  to  certain  beliefs,  practices,  or  observ- 
ances." Some  of  the  most  religious  people  in  the  world  will  end  up  in  the  wrong 
place,-  that  is,  if  they  have  plans  of  going  to  the  higher  plane.  Persons  can  practice 
religion  all  of  their  lives  and  think  that  their  noble  efforts  will  produce  much  good— 
and  indeed  such  may  be  the  case— but,  let  us  make  it  "perfectly  clear"  that  religion 
is  not  a  solution  to  the  devastations  that  plague  us. 

Some  people  are  so  religious  that  they  can't  turn  to  the  left  or  right;  they  can't 
look  anywhere  but  straight  ahead,  and  at  that  are  so  shortsighted  that  they  often 
miss  sights  that  could  broaden  their  scopes  and  improve  their  living.  We  are  not 
suggesting  injudicious  broad-mindedness;  nevertheless,  we  are  discouraging  the 
type  of  narrow-mindedness  that  makes  "everybody  else  a  sinner  and  me  a  saint." 
There  are  people  with  this  conception  and  who  insist  that  those  who  do  not  con- 
form to  their  set  of  values  and  who  do  not  subscribe  to  their  beliefs  and  adhere  to 
their  principles  are  a  pitiful  bunch. 

Those  who  claim  to  hold  the  keys  to  the  kingdom  may  very  well  be  surprised 
one  day  to  find  that  they  are  unable  to  unlock  the  door— and  how  sad  it  is  to  hold 
promises  in  sway  only  to  find  that  they  were  meaningless  when  made  in  the  first 
place.  Broken  promises,  like  empty  threats  and  impossible  dreams  can  be  compared 
to  a  bucket  which  has  a  big  hole  in  the  bottom  which  allows  the  water  to  escape 
as  quickly  as  it  is  poured  into  it.  No  matter  how  diligently  one  tries  to  fill  such  a 
bucket,  his  efforts  are  in  vain.  One  would  think  that  a  person  with  any  sense  at  all 
could  see  the  leak.  .  .  .  Though  religion  can  be  refreshing,  even  stimulating  for 
awhile,  it  is  never  filling  and  can  never  be  lastingly  satisfying  or  quenching  to 
spiritual  thirst. 

Religion  is  what  the  scribes  and  Pharisees  used  when  they  issued  their  prohi- 
bitions and  restrictions  in  regard  to  what  could  not  be  done  on  the  Sabbath  without 
the  penalty  of  severe  reprisals.  Religion  is  what  tyrannical  rulers  use  and  still  use 
when  they  force  compliance  upon  their  subjects  who  would  by  choice  follow  another 
course. 

Though  religion  can  be  strict  and  rigid  in  standard  (which  is  often  good),  it  can 
keep  one  going  around  in  circles.  It  can  make  one  lose  his  perspective.  Everything 
can  be  blown  out  of  proportion  and  thrown  badly  out  of  focus.  Religion  compli- 
cates our  lives  with  "Thou  shalt  not"  and  "Do  this  or  else."  Religion  separates  us 
from  our  fellowman  and  from  God— yes,  from  God!  Religion,  we  must  emphasize,  is 
not  Christianity.  And,  in  order  to  get  close  to  God,  we  must  get  close  to  Christ. 
The  closer  we  are  to  Him,  the  closer  we  are  to  one  another. 

Religion  builds  up  barriers,-  Christianity  opens  up  gates.  Religion  rejects; 
Christianity  accepts.  Religion  produces  discord;  Christianity  promotes  unity.  Reli- 
gion breeds  hate;  Christianity  manifests  love.  Religion  gives  added  weights,-  Chris- 
tianity lightens  loads.  Religion  bogs  down;  Christianity  lifts  up.  Religion  soothes; 
Christianity  heals.  Religion  attempts  to  rescue,-  Christianity  saves!  There  is  a  dif- 
ference. Agreed? 

Which  have  you,  friends— religion  or  Christianity?  You  have  the  freedom  to 
choose  that  which  you  want  to  direct  your  living.  No  one  except  Mr.  Watts  him- 
self knows  of  a  certainty  just  what  he  meant  when  he  stated  that  religion  was  never 
designed  to  make  our  pleasures  less.  We  don't  pretend  to  know  just  what  connota- 
tion "pleasure"  has  in  this  instance.  Perhaps  it  means  happiness,-  perhaps  not. 
This  one  thing  we  do  know,  however:  There  can  never  be  true  happiness  apart  from 
Christ;  and,  unless  one  receives  Him  as  the  All  in  All  and  as  personal  Saviour,  all  the 
religion  (or  religions)  in  the  world  will  count  for  naught. 

It  is  dangerous  to  build  upon  religion  unless  Christ  is  the  foundation.  Other- 
wise your  house  is  sure  to  crumble.  .  .  . 
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Jesus 

by  CONNIE  STRICKLAND 

"I  will  serve  Thee  because  I  love  Thee, 
you  have  given  life  to  me;  I  was  nothing 
before  you  found  me,  you  have  given  life 
to  me.' 

Can  you  say  the  words  of  this  song 
and  truly  mean  them?  Are  you  serving 
Jesus,  or  are  you  lagging  behind  with 
the  rest  of  the  world?  Are  you  follow- 
ing the  crowd,  or  do  you  stand  up  tall 
and  proud  and  say,  "Hey,  look!  I'm  dif- 
ferent; I'm  serving  Jesus"?  Or  maybe 
you  are  neutral,  win  or  lose,  you  could 
care  less.  If  the  boat  sinks  you  go  right 
down  with  it.  Many  of  you  say  it  is 
hard  to  serve  Jesus.  You  are  right,  it 
is  hard  to  serve  Him.  Everyday  of  your 
life  you  are  faced  with  temptations. 
Something  or  someone  is  pulling  at  you, 
saying,  "Do  this,-  come  on,  let's  have  a 
good  time."  Since  the  day  of  Adam, 
Satan  has  used  every  scheme  and  device 
at  his  command  to  do  this.  The  first 
thing  Satan  tries  to  do  is  to  keep  you 
from  accepting  Christ  as  your  Saviour. 
The  next  is  to  destroy  your  love  and 
care  for  the  church  and  to  influence 
young  Christians  from  yielding  their 
lives  to  any  type  of  Christian  service. 
When  Satan  is  successful,  it  slows  the 
progress  of  the  Christian  program  and 
will  in  the  future  kill  it  completely.  We 
must  learn  to  say  "no"  to  the  devil.  The 
things  of  the  world  are  here  for  only  a 
short  while.  They  will  lead  you  down 
a  long,  dark  road  and  "Bam,"  they  are 
gone  and  you  are  left  hanging  in  mid- 
air. Jesus  is  forever,-  His  road  never 
ends;  it  is  a  one-way  road  that  will  lead 
you  straight  to  home.  If  you  give  your 
life  to  Christ  and  yield  your  body  and 


soul  for  His  divine  service,  you  will 
realize  that  you  have  won  a  great  vic- 
tory over  Satan  and  you  will  have  peace 
of  mind,  a  feeling  of  freedom,  and  divine 
happiness  that  nothing  else  in  this 
world  can  bring. 

It  takes  a  great  deal  of  hard  work 
and  time  to  serve  Jesus.  Time,  that  is 
something  we  do  not  have  a  lot  of;  but, 
Jesus  took  time  out  for  us.  He  walked 
up  a  lonely  hill  to  die  a  cruel  death  on 
that  old  Cross.  We  can  never  repay  Him 
for  the  love  He  has  given  to  us,  but  we 
can  at  least  start  by  serving  Him.  How 
many  miles  have  you  walked  for  Jesus 
lately?  How  many  steps  have  you  taken 
in  His  favor?  Many  people  would  walk 
two  miles  just  to  see  one  of  the  greatest 
basketball  players,  David  Thompson;  but, 
you  cannot  step  out  your  back  door  and 
tell  your  neighbor  or  a  lost  friend  about 


Jesus  Christ.  When  was  the  last  time 
you  talked  to  a  lost  friend  about  being 
saved,  or  you  asked  someone  to  come  to 
church  with  you?  We  cannot  expect 
others  to  know  Jesus  if  we  are  not  will- 
ing to  witness  to  them.  Our  daily  lives 
should  be  an  example  for  others  to  fol- 
low. We  are  not  perfect,  but  we  should 
watch  each  and  every  step  we  take.  Our 
lives  may  be  the  only  Bible  some  people 
read.  What  kind  of  impression  are  you 
leaving  with  others?  Can  your  friends 
see  Jesus  living  in  you  or  do  you  enter- 
tain the  devil?  Does  Jesus  have  first 
place  in  your  life?  If  not,  something 
is  wrong.  He  must  have  complete  con- 
trol of  your  life.  One  cannot  give  Jesus 
95  percent  of  his  life  and  leave  5  per- 
cent for  the  world.  Luke  16:13  states, 
"No  servant  can  serve  two  masters:  for 
either  he  will  hate  the  one,  and  love  the 
other;  or  else  he  will  hold  to  the  one, 


and  despise  the  other.  Ye  cannot  serve 
God  and  mammon."  But  you  say,  "If  I 
serve  Jesus,  I  must  give  up  the  things 
I  enjoy.  I'll  have  to  make  a  new  life 
for  myself.  Everything  will  be  so  dif- 
ferent." Jesus  does  not  ask  you  to  give 
up  the  things  you  need— only  the  world- 
ly goods  that  stand  in  your  way.  "Old 
things  will  pass  away  and  all  things  will 
be  made  new." 

Who  is  this  man  Jesus  and  what  has 
He  got  to  give  me? 

Jesus  is  like  Sears:  He  has  everything. 

Jesus  is  like  Ford:  He  has  a  better 
idea. 

Jesus  is  like  Coke:  He  is  the  real  thing. 

Jesus  is  like  Pan  Am:  He  makes  the 
going  great. 

Jesus  is  like  Bayer  aspirin:  He  works 
wonders. 

Jesus  is  like  General  Electric:  He  lights 
your  path. 

Jesus  is  like  Hallmark  cards:  He  cared 
enough  to  send  the  very  best. 

Jesus  is  like  a  Slow  Poke  sucker:  He 
lasts  a  long  time. 

Jesus  is  like  Pepsi:  He's  got  a  lot  to 
give. 

Jesus  is  like  Tide:  He  gets  out  the 
stains  that  others  leave  behind. 

Jesus  is  like  V05  Hair  Spray:  He  holds 
through  all  kinds  of  weather. 

Jesus  is  like  a  Mattell  toy:  You  can 
tell,  He's  swell. 

Jesus  is  like  Standard:  You  can  expect 
more  from  Him,  and  you  get  it 

Jesus  is  like  Ivory  Soap:  He's  100  per- 
cent pure. 

Jesus  is  like  Dial  Soap:  Aren't  you 
glad  you  know  Him?  Don't  you  wish 
everybody  did? 

Jesus  is  like  Cheerios:  He  makes  you 
feel  groovy. 

Jesus  is  like  Frosted  Flakes:  He's 
g-r-r-eat! 

Jesus  is  like  Amway:  He  goes  all  the 
way. 

Jesus  is  like  Alka  Seltzer:  Try  Him, 
you'll  like  Him. 

Why  don't  you  try  serving  this  man, 
lesus?  He's  got  everything!  As  you  take 
a  close  look  at  your  life  today,  can  you 
truly  say  that  you  are  serving  Jesus,  or 
must  you  hang  your  head  and  say,  "I 
(continued  on  page  fifteen) 

This  sermonette  was  delivered  by  Miss 
Strickland  on  Youth  Sunday,  April  28,  at 
Robert's  Grove  Original  Free  Will  Baptist 
Church,  Route  1,  Dunn,  North  Carolina. 
She  holds  several  offices  in  the  church,  in- 
cluding secretary  of  her  Sunday  school 
class,  secretary  of  the  youth  organization, 
and  a  member  of  the  adult  choir. 

Miss  Strickland  is  a  junior  at  Midway 
High  School  and  participates  in  many  clubs 
and  community  affairs. 
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SUNDAY,  MAY  26 
Scripture  Reading— Matthew  5:9 
How  He  Got  Thbough 
A  certain  mountain  in  West  Africa  was 
held  by  a  tribe  of  cannibals  as  their  strong- 
hold.   Troops  had  tried  to  cross  the  moun- 
tain, but  had  failed.    One  day  a  mission- 
ary went  alone  into  the  enemy's  country, 
calmly  climbed  the  mountain,  and  reached 
the  other  side.    Later,  he  met  the  captain 
of  the  troops.    "Do  you  mean  to  tell  me 
you  have  got  through  untouched?"  he  said. 
"How  did  you  do  it?"    Said  the  mission- 
ary, "You  went  as  men  of  war;  I  went  as 
a  man  of  peace."— Sunday  Companion. 

Prayer  Thought 
The  manner  in  which  we  conduct  our 
lives  has  a  great  deal  to  do  with  the  re- 
sults we  achieve.   Even  the  army  awards 
good  conduct  medals. 

MONDAY,  MAY  27 

Scripture  Reading— Proverbs  20:18 

Old  Glory 

Here's  to  the  Red  of  it; 
There's  not  a  thread  of  it, 
No,  nor  a  shred  of  it 
In  all  the  spread  of  it 

From  foot  to  head, 
But  heroes  bled  for  it, 
Faced  steel  and  lead  for  it, 
Precious  blood  was  shed  for  it, 

Bathing  it  Red. 

Here's  to  the  White  of  it, 
Thrilled  by  the  sight  of  it 
Who  knows  the  right  of  it, 
But  feels  the  might  of  it 

Through  day  and  night; 
Womanhood's  care  for  it 
Made  manhood  dare  for  it; 
Purity's  pray'r  for  it 

Kept  it  so  White. 

Here's  to  the  Blue  of  it; 
Heavenly  view  of  it, 
Star-spangled  hue  of  it, 
Honesty's  due  of  it, 

Constant  and  true. 
Here's  to  the  whole  of  it, 
Stars,  stripes,  and  pole  of  it; 
Here's  to  the  soul  of  it; 

Red,  White,  and  Blue. 

—Selected. 

Prayer  Thought 
Today  we  observe  Memorial  Day.  Many 
brave,  God-fearing  men  have  lost  their  lives 
in  the  act  of  protecting  their  country  and 


fellow  countrymen.  It  is  a  glorious  thought 
that  they  have  not  lost  their  souls. 

TUESDAY,  MAY  28 
Scripture  Reading— Psalm  9:11 

"Let  It  Be  of  Praise" 
A  friend  of  mine  was  recently  summon- 
ed to  the  bedside  of  his  aged  mother. 
More  than  eighty  years  of  age,  she  was 
stricken  with  what  they  feared  would  prove 
her  fatal  illness.  When  her  children  were 
gathered  in  the  room,  her  pastor  came.  As 
he  was  about  to  lead  them  in  prayer,  he 
turned  to  the  aged  saint  and  asked  her 
what  selection  of  Scripture  he  should  read. 
She  said,  "Make  your  own  selection,  but 
let  it  be  of  praise."  The  weakness  of  old 
age  was  on  her,  and  the  pain  of  sickness, 
but  there  was  no  gloom.  It  was  light  at 
eventide.  "Let  it  be  of  praise."— Earnest 
Worker. 

Prayer  Thought 
God  is  worthy  of  our  praise.  We  have 
little  difficulty  praising  astronauts,  ball 
players,  and  movie  stars.  Our  acknowledg- 
ment of  God  often  falls  short  of  the  ac- 
claim we  shower  on  mere  mortals. 

WEDNESDAY,  MAY  29 
Scripture  Reading— 2  Timothy  2:4 
"For  He  Careth  for  You" 
Recently  it  was  my  pleasure  to  listen  to 
a  gospel  address  by  an  officer  of  the  Royal 
Navy  who  had  fought  in  many  encounters 
during  the  first  World  War,  and  came 
through  safely.  He  read  the  91st  Psalm 
everyday  while  aboard  ship.  With  the  out- 
break of  the  World  War  he  again  was  call- 
ed to  the  colors.  Once  more  his  ship  was 
in  conflict  with  the  enemy.  While  in  the 
line  of  duty  she  received  a  bad  hole  in  her 
side.  That  did  not  deter  her  nor  her  crew. 
In  fact,  the  ship  was  in  several  encounters 
after  being  struck.  This  British  officer  re- 
lated a  most  interesting  fact.  He  said  the 
ship's  flag  had  on  it  these  words,  "In  the 
care  of  God."  Whenever  the  ship  was  in 
a  heavy  engagement,  the  men  aboard  could 
look  up  and  see  the  old  flag  flying,  and 
take  courage.  The  ship  was  still  "in  the 
care  of  God."— Erling  C.  Olson. 

Prayer  Thought 
We  are  in  God's  care  at  all  times.  God 
has  told  us  to  bring  all  our  worries  and 
cares  to  Him.  He  is  ready,  willing,  and 
able  to  take  care  of  us  and  all  our  prob- 
lems if  we  will  only  allow  Him. 

THURSDAY,  MAY  30 
Scripture  Reading— 1  Corinthians  8:6 
Many  Ways  to  Fall,  but  One  Way  to 
Stand 

Did  you  ever  see  Balanced  Rock  in 
Colorado?  There  it  stands,  pivoted  pre- 
cariously upon  its  base,  held  up  as  if  by 
some  invisible  hand.  As  we  saw  this  mar- 
vel of  nature,  we  thought  of  this  fact:  What 
an  object  lesson  for  God's  childrenl  We 
can  fall  many  ways,  but  we  can  stand  only 
in  one  way.    None  of  God's  children  is  kept 


from  falling  but  by  the  encircling  and  un- 
dergirding  "everlasting  arms!"  How  heart- 
ening to  know  that  our  God  neither  sleeps 
nor  slumbers;  that  He  is  ABLE  to  keep  us 
from  falling,  and  to  present  us  faultiess 
before  the  presence  of  His  glory,  because 
our  lives  are  foundationed  upon  the  Rock, 
Christ  Jesus! 

"On  Christ  the  solid  rock  I  stand. 

All  other  ground  is  sinking  sand!" 

-Dr.  Joel  D.  Arnold. 
Prayer  Thought 

At  the  beach  we  have  a  good  example 
of  shifting  sand.  We  have  a  very  uneasy 
feeling  when  we  are  unsure  of  our  ability 
to  reach  solid  ground.  If  we  make  our 
stand  on  God's  principles  we  shall  not  fal- 
ter. 

FRIDAY,  MAY  31 
Scripture  Reading— Psalm  96:4 
Still  Under  His  Care 
An  old  mariners'  chart  of  the  east  coast 
of  North  America  and  adjacent  waters, 
drawn  by  an  unknown  cartographer  in 
1525,  and  now  in  the  British  Museum,  has 
some  interesting  and  fearful  directions  on 
it.  The  mapmaker  wrote  across  great  areas 
of  then  unexplored  land  and  sea  the  follow- 
ing inscriptions:  "Here  be  giants,"  "Here  be 
fiery  scorpions,"  "Here  be  dragons."  At 
some  time  in  its  career  the  chart  fell  into 
the  hands  of  the  scientist,  Sir  John  Frank- 
lin. He  scratched  out  the  fearful  old  mark- 
ing and  wrote  across  the  map,  "Here  is 
God."— Christian  Leader. 

Prayer  Thought 
We  fear  the  unknown.  God  has  told  us 
this  is  an  unnecessary  fear.  He  is  all  know- 
ing and  with  us  always.  It  is  consoling  to 
be  in  the  presence  of  One  who  is  familiar 
with  all  circumstances  and  unafraid. 

SATURDAY,  JUNE  1 

Scripture  Reading— Isaiah  59:19 

The  Nation's  Strength 

I  know  three  things  must  always  be 

To  keep  a  nation  strong  and  free. 

One  is  a  hearthstone  bright  and  dear, 

With  busy,  happy  loved  ones  near. 

One  is  a  ready  heart  and  hand 

To  love,  and  serve,  and  keep  the  land. 

One  is  a  worn  and  beaten  way 

To  where  the  people  go  to  pray. 

So  long  as  these  are  kept  alive, 

Nation  and  people  will  survive. 

God  keep  them  always,  everywhere: 

The  hearth,  the  flag,  the  place  of  prayer. 

—Selected. 

Prayer  Thought 
Our  country  was  formed  with  freedom  to 
worship  as  one  of  its  resolutions.  Men  have 
fought  and  died  to  preserve  this  freedom. 
Let  us  make  use  of  it. 

(Devotions  used  by  permission,  Knight's 
Master  Book  of  New  Illustrations,  Eerd- 
mans  Press.) 


There  are  three  sides  to  every  story: 
your  side,  my  side,  and  the  truth. 
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MISSIONS 


THE  FIRST  LOAN 
GRANTED 

The  Gethsemane  Free  Will  Baptist 
Church  in  Acuna  is  the  first  Mexican 
church  to  apply  for  funds  from  the  Loan 
Fund  for  Mexican  Churches. 

During  the  months  of  February  and 
March,  the  Rev.  J.  E.  Timmons  and  Israel 
Gonzalez  came  from  Mexico  to  North 
Carolina  to  hold  mission  rallies  to  raise 
money  to  help  build  churches  in  Mexico. 
During  these  services  about  $5,000  was 
raised  for  this  purpose. 


The  Rev.  Isaias  Lugo  and  family  pic- 
tured above  have  pastored  the  church 
for  several  years.  He  now  has  a  total 
of  42  members  in  his  church.  The  church 
was  organized  into  a  Free  Will  Baptist 
church  on  October  3,  1970.  They  have 
enjoyed  the  blessings  of  God. 


In  the  above  picture  you  can  see  the 
construction  as  it  is  already  underway. 
They  are  building  the  church  around  the 
older  building  and  when  the  walls  are 
completed,  the  old  building  wall  will  be 
removed.  The  construction  is  to  be 
completed  by  July,  1974.  Please  pray 
for  this  church  and  its  pastor  as  they 
continue  to  make  progress  for  our  Lord. 


Above  you  see  part  of  the  congrega- 
tion that  worships  at  the  church  in 
Acuna.  This  is  a  fine  congregation, 
along  with  the  pastor.  We  are  grateful 
that  we  can  be  of  help  to  them  through 
your  foreign  mission  effort. 

Support  for  this  work  along  with  your 
other  foreign  mission  contributions 
should  be  sent  to  North  Carolina  Free 
Will  Baptist  Foreign  Missions  Board,  P. 
0.  Box  979,  Goldsboro,  North  Carolina 
27530. 


Happy  Birthday! 
Brother  Timmons 


Most  any  birthday  celebration  is 
special!  But  one's  50th  birthday  is 
much  like  a  16th.  On  May  1,  1974,  the 
Rev.  James  Timmons,  missionary  to 
Mexico,  was  honored  with  a  surprise 
birthday  dinner. 

The  school  cafeteria  of  the  Free  Will 
Baptist  Institute,  Quemado,  Texas,  was 
gaily  decorated  with  a  blue  and  white 
color  scheme.  After  singing  the  tradi- 
tional birthday  song,  and  having  prayer, 
James,  his  guests,  and  his  family  had 
an  enjoyable  buffet  dinner.  There  were 
18  people  present  for  the  occasion.  Gifts 
were  opened  after  the  meal. 


ONLY  TWO  MONTHS 
LEFT  IN  THIS 
CHURCH  YEAR 

Where  have  the  months  gone?  What 
have  we  accomplished  during  the  first 
ten  months?  What  have  we  failed  to 
do  for  our  Lord? 

These  are  some  of  the  questions  that 
face  us  now  as  we  come  to  the  close  of 
another  church  year.  There  have  been 
many  things  that  each  of  us  intended 
to  do  when  we  began  this  year.  Some 
of  these  have  been  accomplished  and 
these  we  can  take  much  pride  in,  but 
there  are  yet  some  unfinished.  I  trust 
that  each  of  you  who  read  this  will  get 
involved  and  let's  accomplish  at  least  one 
more  task. 

At  our  State  Convention  last  year,  we 
voted  to  give  to  the  foreign  mission 
work  a  budget  of  $110,000.  This  was  a 
venture  in  faith  in  that  Free  Will  Bap- 
tists wanted  to  share  the  message  of 
Christ  to  all  the  world.  During  the  first 
ten  (10)  months  we  have  given  $84,000, 
thus  leaving  about  $26,000  for  the  last 
two  months. 

Through  efforts  by  each  of  us,  we  can 
still  reach  this  goal.  Let  me  suggest  a 
few  things  to  do. 

1.  Check  to  see  if  your  church  has 
sent  the  amount  voted  on  in  the  bud- 
get. Many  times  we  set  an  amount  and 
for  some  reason  we  neglect  to  send  in 
this  amount. 

2.  Every  church  try  to  give  at  least 
$100  for  foreign  missions.  Only  one 
month  ago  there  was  a  total  of  61 
churches  that  had  not  given  anything  to 
foreign  missions.  If  these  were  to  give 
$100  each  from  now  to  June  30,  1974, 
this  would  be  a  total  of  $6,100,  or  about 
one  fourth  the  amount  needed.  There 
were  44  other  churches  that  gave  less 
than  $50.  If  these  were  to  raise  their 
gifts  to  amount  to  $100,  this  would  be 
another  $2,500,  thus  giving  a  total  of 
$8,600.   This  alone  would  be  about  one 

(continued  on  page  thirteen) 


Fast  and  Effective 

is  the  Mother  Church  System  in  es- 
tablishing new  home  missions  points. 
Contact  the  North  Carolina  State  Con- 
vention of  Original  Free  Will  Baptists, 
Home  Missions  Department,  1207  Ar- 
senal Avenue,  Fayetteville,  North 
Carolina  28305;  telephone  485-3980; 
Taylor  Hill,  Director-Treasurer. 
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DENOMINATIONAL  INTEREST 


Williamston  YFA 
Selling  Candy 


The  YFA  of  the  First  Free  Will  Baptist 

Church  of  Williamston,  North  Carolina, 
is  sponsoring  a  candy  sell  to  raise 
money  for  the  youths  to  go  to  Cragmont 
Assembly  this  summer.  This  group  has 
also  sponsored  a  bake  sale  and  a  car 
wash  which  proved  to  be  very  success- 
ful. 

In  the  picture  above  you  see  the  pas- 
tor, the  Rev.  Curtis  W.  Jones,  buying 
some  candy  from  one  of  the  YFA  mem- 
bers. This  group  of  young  people  have 
worked  very  hard  to  raise  the  necessary 
funds  for  the  group  to  attend  one  of  the 
encampments  at  Cragmont  this  summer. 
Also  in  the  background  of  the  picture 
are  the  sponsors  of  the  YFA,  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Bobby  Stalls. 

Youth  Revival  at 
Milbournie  Church 

A  youth  revival  will  be  held  at  Mil- 
bournie Free  Will  Baptist  Church,  Sims, 
North  Carolina,  May  23,  24,  and  25,  be- 
ginning each  evening  at  7:30.  The  speak- 
er for  the  occasion  will  be  Howard  Scott, 
president  of  the  State  Youth  Conven- 
tion. There  will  also  be  special  music 
each  evening.  The  public  is  cordially 
invited  to  attend. 

Missionary  Harold  Jones 
To  Speak  at  Owen's  Chapel 

The  Rev.  Harold  Jones,  missionary  to 
the  Philippines,  will  be  the  guest  speak- 
er for  the  evening  service  at  Owen's 
Chapel  Free  Will  Baptist  Church,  Route 
3,  Elm  City,  North  Carolina,  Sunday,  June 


2.  Services  will  begin  at  7:30  with  the 
supply  pastor,  the  Rev.  Rudy  Owen,  as- 
sisting. The  public  is  cordially  invited 
to  attend. 

Cragmont  Assembly  Treasurer's 
Report  for  April,  1974 

Mrs.  Fountain  Taylor,  treasurer  of 
Cragmont  Assembly,  Inc.,  Black  Moun- 
tain, North  Carolina,  reports  as  follows 
for  the  month  of  April,  1974: 

Balance  April  1,  1974  $5,712.57 
Receipts 

Churches  $1,138.37 

Unions  75.43 

Sunday  Schools  432.43 

Sunday  School  Convention  97.67 

Leagues  38.17 

Auxiliaries  4.00 

Gifts  25.00 

Total  Receipts  1,811.07 

Total  for  Which  to  Account  7,523.64 
Less  Operating  Expenses  261.01 

Balance  May  1,  1974  $7,262.63 


Spring  Revival  at  Smyrna 
Church  a  Great  Success 


Pictured  above  is  the  results  of  the 
recent  spring  revival  held  at  the  Smyrna 
Free  Will  Baptist  Church,  Route  2,  Dunn, 
North  Carolina.  In  the  left  of  the  pic- 
ture is  the  Rev.  Luby  Tyner  of  Selma, 
North  Carolina,  evangelist  for  the  revival. 
To  the  far  right  is  the  pastor  of  the 
church,  the  Rev.  W.  A.  Martin,  who  as- 
sisted Mr.  Tyner  in  the  services.  The 
others  are  the  fifteen  new  converts  as  a 
result  of  the  revival. 

Also  during  the  week-long  revival 
there  were  eleven  rededications.  Truly 
this  was  a  great  meeting  with  God  pour- 
ing out  His  blessings  at  each  service. 


Youth  of  Holly  Springs 
To  Present  Spring  Concert 

The  youth  of  Holly  Springs  Free  Will 
Baptist  Church  located  on  the  Nine-Mile 
Road,  Route  3,  Newport,  North  Carolina, 
will  present  a  spring  concert  entitled, 
"God  Is  Love,"  on  Sunday,  May  26,  at 
7:30  p.m.  The  pastor,  the  Rev.  J.  B. 
Starnes,  and  the  congregation  would  like 
to  invite  the  public  to  attend. 

St.  Paul  Revival 
In  Progress 

Revival  services  are  in  progress  this 
week  at  the  St.  Paul  Free  Will  Baptist 
Church,  Elizabeth  City,  North  Carolina, 
and  will  continue  through  Friday  even- 
ing, May  24.  The  visiting  evangelist  is 
the  Rev.  Delmas  Brown  of  Dover,  North 
Carolina.  He  is  being  assisted  by  the 
pastor,  the  Rev.  John  A.  Owens.  In  ad- 
dition to  the  gospel  message  each  even- 
ing, special  music  is  being  rendered.  A 
cordial  invitation  is  extended  to  the  pub- 
lic to  attend  the  remainder  of  these  ser- 
vices. 

Central  Conference  Youth  Convention 
Meets  at  Children's  Home 

The  Free  Will  Baptist  Children's  Home, 
Middlesex,  North  Carolina,  was  the  site 
of  the  Central  Conference  Youth  Con- 
vention on  May  11,  1974.  On  this  Sat- 
urday, at  3  p.m.,  Faith  Langley,  presi- 
dent of  the  convention,  called  the  group 
together  on  the  front  lawn  of  the  Cen- 
tral Conference  Cottage  for  an  afternoon 
of  singing  and  fellowship.  Miss  Langley 
dedicated  the  devotions  of  the  afternoon 
to  mothers  in  the  poem,  "How  Important 
Will  Mothers  Be  After  Mother's  Day?" 

Following  the  singing  of  several 
choruses  such  as  "I  Have  Decided  to  Fol- 
low Jesus"  and  "Do  Lord,"  the  Rev.  Jack 
Mayo  of  the  Winterville  church  led  the 
group  in  prayer.  This  was  followed  with 
the  receiving  of  the  offering. 

The  youth  from  Aspen  Grove  church 
got  the  singspiration  off  to  a  good  start, 
but  unfortunately  the  rains  came  and 
the  group  had  to  move  to  the  Memorial 
Chapel.  After  a  few  words  from  Mr. 
Weeks,  superintendent  of  the  Home, 
everyone  joined  together  in  song  again, 
(continued  on  page  eight) 


Coming  Events  .  .  . 

May  25— Fifty-Fourth  Anniversary,  Foun- 
ders' Day,  Free  Will  Baptist  Children's 
Home,  Memorial  Chapel,  Middlesex, 
North  Carolina,  10:30  A.  M. 
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MOUNT  OLIVE.  NORTH  CAROLINA 


Appreciation  Dinner  for  the  Rev.  Lloyd  Vernon 


In  recognition  of  sixty-three  years  of 
service  as  an  ordained  Free  Will  Baptist 
minister,  Mount  Olive  College  is  sponsor- 
ing an  appreciation  dinner  for  the  Rev. 
Lloyd  Vernon. 

The  dinner  will  be  held  on  the 
Downtown  Campus  of  the  College  on  Sat- 
urday, June  15,  at  7  p.m.,  and  is  open 
to  all  Free  Will  Baptists  and  friends  of 
Mr.  Vernon  who  would  like  to  pay  tri- 
bute to  him.  There  will  be  no  charge 
for  the  dinner  but  all  who  attend  are 
asked  to  make  reservation  with  the  Col- 
lege in  advance  and  to  make  a  contribu- 
tion to  the  "Lloyd  Vernon  Ministerial 
Student  Aid  Fund"  at  Mount  Olive  Col- 
lege. 

In  announcing  plans  for  the  dinner, 
President  W.  Burkette  Raper  declared, 
"Few  men  have  served  the  Free  Will  Bap- 
tist church  so  long  and  so  well  as 
Brother  Vernon,  and  I  am  sure  that  his 
many  friends  and  loyal  Free  Will  Baptists 
want  to  say  'thank  you'  during  his  life- 
time." 

His  services  to  the  Free  Will  Baptists 
of  North  Carolina  include:  Member  of 
Examining  Board  of  Eastern  Conference 
(45  years),  moderator  Third  Eastern 
Union  Meeting  (total  21  years),  moder- 
ator of  Eastern  Conference  (1  term),  clerk 
of  Eastern  Conference  (1  year),  president 
North  Carolina  Convention  1953-54,  mem- 
ber of  Directors  of  Church  Finance  Asso- 
ciation, president  of  Mount  Allen  Col- 
lege (Cragmont  Assembly,  Black  Moun- 


tain, 1952-53,  1  school  year),  and  taught 
night  classes  at  Mount  Olive  College. 

During  his  ministerial  career,  Mr.  Ver- 
non has  served  the  following  churches: 

Wayne  County:  Northeast,  Grant's 
Chapel,  Indian  Springs,  Casey's  Chapel, 
and  Walnut  Creek. 

Lenoir  County:  Deep  Run,  Smith's  New 
Home,  British  Chapel,  Daly's  Chapel 
(Eastern  Conference),  Daly's  Chapel  (Cape 
Fear  Conference),  and  LaGrange. 

Johnston  County:  Branch  Chapel, 
Bethel,  and  Johnston  Union. 

Duplin  County:  Sarecta,  Lanier's 
Chapel,  Bethlehem,  Cabin,  Sandy  Plain, 
and  Beulaville. 

Craven  County:  Core  Creek. 

Carteret  County:  Woodington. 

Onslow  County:  Mount  Zion  and  Folk- 
stone. 

Jones  County:  Whaley's  Chapel. 
He  is  currently  in  his  37th  year  as  pas- 
tor of  Whaley's  Chapel  church. 

Mr.  Vernon  was  born  December  13, 
1894,  near  Mount  Olive,  North  Carolina, 
and  was  ordained  October  20,  1911.  In 
1916  he  was  married  to  Annie  Wiggins 
of  Mount  Olive  who  passed  away  March 
28,  1974. 

If  you  plan  to  attend  the  dinner, 
please  fill  in  the  application  below  as 
soon  as  possible  and  mail  to  President 
W.  Burkette  Raper,  Mount  Olive  College, 
Mount  Olive,  North  Carolina  28365. 


APPRECIATION  DINNER  FOR  THE  REV.  LLOYD  VERNON 

I  wish  to  make   (number  of  persons)  reservations  to  the  Lloyd  Vernon 

dinner  at  Mount  Olive  College  on  June  15. 

My  contribution  to  the  "Lloyd  Vernon  Ministerial  Student  Aid  Fund"  is  en- 
closed: (make  check  payable  to  Mount  Olive  College). 

Signed   

Address   

City  

Zip   


A  number  of  students  were  honored 
at  the  annual  Awards  Day  Program  re- 
cently held  at  Mount  Olive  College.  Dr. 
Ray  Swords,  academic  dean,  extreme 
right,  is  shown  congratulating  winners: 
left  to  right— Pam  Grady  of  Mount  Olive, 
Mathematics  Award;  Gail  Ball  of  the 
First  Free  Will  Baptist  Church  of  Kins- 
ton,  Cora  Lee  Spivey  Music  Award;  Carl- 
ton Lucas  of  the  First  Free  Will  Baptist 
Church  of  Kinston,  Most  Talented  Art 
Student  Award;  and  James  Cahoon  of 
Sound  Side  Free  Will  Baptist  Church, 
Columbia,  President's  Award. 


Dedication  of  Eagles 
Nest 


State 


A  trio  of  scouts  hoisted  the  colors  as 
nearly  1,500  persons  stood  at  attention 
for  opening  ceremonies  Saturday  at  the 
dedication  of  Eagles  Nest  as  a  confer- 
ence center  serving  Eastern  North  Caro- 
lina. 

Eagles  Nest,  which  served  for  half  of 
(continued  on  page  nine) 
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(continued  from  page  six) 

The  young  people  from  the  Community 
church  in  Weldon  brought  special  music. 
Then  Cheryl  Eason,  secretary  from  King's 
Cross  Roads  church,  reported  on  the  ban- 
ner winners  and  the  attendance.  Nine 
churches  were  represented  at  the  con- 
vention with  a  total  attendance  of  107. 
Aspen  Grove  was  the  winner  of  the  YFA 
banner  with  86  percent  of  their  members 
present.  The  AFC  banner  was  won  by 
Grimsley  church  with  72  percent  of  its 
members  present.  It  was  reported  that 
the  offering  totaled  $119.53. 

Next  on  the  program  was  the  Daystar 
Singers  of  Farmville,  followed  with  a 
singing  group  from  the  Grimsley  church. 
Then  the  Hines  Cousins  of  the  Winterville 
church  and  the  Rev.  John  Wilkens  of 
King's  Cross  Roads  church  rendered 
special  music. 

The  president  then  recognized  the  at- 
tending pastors,  and  Rick  Clayton,  a 
ministerial  student  from  Atlantic  Chris- 
tian College,  spoke  about  "Three  Kinds 
of  Love."  Mrs.  Jack  Dail  from  the 
Bethany  church  offered  grace  for  the 
evening  meal  which  consisted  of  hot 
dogs  and  drinks  which  were  served  on 
the  picnic  grounds  of  the  home. 

The  Central  Conference  Youth  Conven- 
tion would  like  to  extend  its  apprecia- 
tion to  Mr.  Weeks  and  the  rest  of  the 
staff  of  the  home,  along  with  the  chil- 
dren, for  their  hospitality.  Everyone 
who  attended  received  a  blessing  at  this 
informal  gathering.  The  group  voted  to 
make  such  a  visit  to  the  Children's  Home 
an  annual  event.  Those  who  did  not  at- 
tend really  missed  a  treat,  so  you  are 
urged  to  attend  next  year  and  all  the 
meetings  in  between. 

The  president  urged  all  churches  that 
do  not  have  an  AFC  or  YFA  to  please  at- 
tend these  meetings  and  see  just  what 
the  youth  of  your  church  is  missing. 
Please  make  plans  to  attend  the  next 
convention  which  will  meet  with  the 
Grimsley  church  in  Greene  County  in 
August. 


A  Paradox  of  Growth 

Dr.  Bonar  once  said  that  he  could  tell 
when  a  Christian  was  growing.  In  pro- 
portion to  his  growth  in  grace  he  would 
elevate  his  Master,  talk  less  of  what  he 
himself  was  doing,  and  become  smaller 
and  smaller  in  his  own  esteem,  until, 
like  the  morning  star,  he  faded  away 
before  the  rising  sun.— D.  L.  Moody. 


TREASURER'S  REPORT 

NORTH  CAROLINA  FREE  WILL  BAPTIST  WOMAN'S  AUXILIARY  CONVENTION 

END  OF  FOURTH  QUARTER  -  APRIL  30,  1974 


Receipts 


Balance  in  Bank  January  31,  1974 

General  Fund 
Registration  Fees 
Per  Capita  Dues 
Interest 

Promotional  (CSF) 
Denominational  Enterprises 

Total  Receipts 

Total  for  Which  to  Account 

Disbursements 

Convention  Expenses  and  Allocations 
Denominational  Enterprises 

Total  Disbursements 

Balance  in  Bank,  April  30,  1974 

Summary  of  Bank  Account  Balances 

General  Fund 
Interest 

Branch  Banking  and  Trust  Co.  (Checking) 
Atlantic  Savings  and  Loan 


$  2,559.06 


$  12.00 
135.00 
702.12 
11.60 
235.34 
7,187.48 


8,283.54 
$10,842.60 


$  276.47 
7,187.48 

7,463.95 
$  3,378.65 

$2,982.70 

395.95  $3,378.65 


2,482.70 
895.95  $3,378.65 


DENOMINATIONAL  ENTERPRISE  REPORT 

Itemize     Received  Disbursed 


Church  Extension  (Home  Missions) 
Foreign  Missions  (General  Fund) 
Missions  Designated: 

State  Project  (Mrs.  Jones,  Mrs.  Link,  and 
Mrs.  Timmons) 

Harold  Jones 

Vance  Link 

Mexico  (Missionary  Salary) 
Mexico  (General) 
Central  Conference  Missions 
Mr.  Timmons 

Mount  Olive  College: 
General  Fund 

Alice  E.  Lupton  Scholarship 
Chapel  Fund 
Memorial  Organ 
Books 

Free  Will  Baptist  Children's  Home: 
General  Fund 
Clothing 


$ 


$  910.92   $  910.92 
572.44  572.44 


712.00 
133.16 
65.00 
135.00 
190.00 
15.49 
20.00 


205.19 
46.50 
87.73 

943.60 
15.00 


380.01 
415.00 


1,270.65  1,270.65 


1,298.02  1,298.02 
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Allowance  41.00 

Freezer  130.00 

Recreational  Equipment  100.00 

Albemarle  Cottage  (Remodel)  157.80 

Superannuation: 

General  Fund  148.98 

Widows  and  Ministers  3.00 

Retirement  Fund  6.00 

Cragmont  Assembly: 

General  Fund  111.98 

Building  Fund  200.00 

Dining  Hall  189.29 

Remodeling  75.05 

$1,000  Club  45.00 

Life  Membership  Fees  (Mount  Olive  College) 

Anna  Phillips  Loan  Fund 

Camp  Vandemere 

*Christian  Service  Fund: 

Missions  235.34 

Mount  Olive  College  235.34 

Children's  Home  176.50 

Cragmont  Assembly  176.50 

Superannuation  117.66 


1,223.81  1,223.81 


157.98 


157.98 


621.32 

100.00 
41.00 
50.00 


621.32 

100.00 
41.00 
50.00 


941.34  941.34 


Totals  $7,187.48  $7,187.48 

*20  percent  C.S.F.  Retained  for  Promotional  Fund 

Respectfully  submitted, 

Mrs.  Raymond  T.  Sasser,  Treasurer 


Mount  Olive  News 

(continued  from  page  seven) 

a  century  as  Boy  Scout  Camp  Tuscarora, 
was  purchased  in  1972  by  the  Kemp 
Foundation  of  Goldsboro,  North  Carolina, 
and  presented  as  a  gift  to  Mount  Olive 
College. 

The  conference  center  is  located  on  a 
50-acre  tract  which  includes  a  five-acre 
lake.  Encompassed  in  the  rustic  setting 
are  a  number  of  buildings  hewn  from 
logs.    Nature  trails  also  dot  the  site. 

Dr.  Burkette  Raper,  president  of  Mount 
Olive  College,  told  the  gathering  that 
the  school  will  "develop  the  site  into 
one  of  the  leading  conference  centers  in 
the  state— a  center  which  will  be  unique 
in  Eastern  North  Carolina." 

In  addition  to  its  operation  as  a  con- 
ference and  general  purpose  center  open 
to  the  public,  Eagles  Nest  will  be  uti- 
lized by  the  college  for  its  own  educa- 
tional, recreational,  and  religious  pro- 
grams. 

Officials  foresee  the  center  as  a  year- 
round  location  for  retreats,  conventions, 
seminars,  and  recreational  outings. 

Gary  Bailey,  manager  of  the  center, 
announced  a  recreational  camp  featur- 
ing instruction  in  outdoor  and  water 
sports  will  be  held  this  summer. 

"I  can  think  of  nothing  I've  ever  done 


that  has  given  more  pleasure  than  do- 
nating Eagles  Nest  to  Mount  Olive  Col- 
lege and  then  to  see  the  college  fulfill 
a  dream  I  had  about  how  the  property 
could  be  best  used,"  declared  William  P. 
Kemp  Jr.,  president  of  the  Kemp  Found- 
ation. 

Eugene  Price,  editor  of  the  Goldsboro- 
News-Argus,  expressed  appreciation  on 
behalf  of  the  community  for  the  center. 

He  lauded  the  Kemp  family  for  "their 
generosity  and  vision,"  saying  the  "fa- 
cility that  meant  so  much  to  those  in 
the  past,  can  mean  so  much  to  so  many 
more  in  the  future." 

In  conjunction  with  the  dedication 
services,  a  Christian  Music  Festival  in 
which  seven  gospel  singing  groups  par- 
ticipated was  held  on  the  grounds.  The 
Dixie  Melody  Boys  of  Kinston,  The  Young 
World  Singers  of  Vanceboro,  The  Mes- 
sengers of  New  Bern,  The  Free  Spirit 
Singers  of  Kinston,  The  Gary  Webber 
Singers  of  Vanceboro,  The  Four  in  Christ 
Quartet  of  New  Bern,  and  The  New  Cre- 
ations of  Mount  Olive  College  sang  and 
gave  testimonies  to  a  crowd  of  approxi- 
mately 1,500  people.  This  was  truly  a 
day  that  was  spent  honoring  and  glorify- 
ing God  and  one  in  which  many  hearts 
and  lives  were  touched  and  blessed. 
Praise  the  LordI 


ATTENTION  LADIES! 

The  Woman's  Auxiliary  Conference 
will  be  held  at  Cragmont  Assembly, 
Black  Mountain,  North  Carolina,  Au- 
gust 12-17.  Please  note  that  the  reg- 
istration fee  is  $10  rather  than  $7, 
and  please  be  sure  to  address  your 
registration  properly  to  Mrs.  Ullie 
Mae  Sasser,  Route  2,  Box  497,  Golds- 
boro, North  Carolina  27530.  Thirty 
dollars  ($30)  will  be  due  upon  board- 
ing the  bus,  making  the  total  cost  of 
the  conference  per  person,  $40. 

This  conference  is  expected  to  be 
one  of  the  most  Inspirational  of  recent 
ones  and  should  afford  many  benefits 
for  those  in  attendance.  Don't  miss 
this  opportunity  of  fellowship  and  in- 
struction. Codi rectors  are  Mrs.  Sas- 
ser and  Mrs.  Dola  Dudley. 


93  PERCENT  FROM  BROKEN  HOMES 

Public  delinquency  takes  many  forms, 
but— again  according  to  Mr.  Hoover- 
disintegration  of  the  American  home  is 
the  greatest  single  factor. 

Statistically,  some  93  percent  of  the 
country's  delinquents  come  from  broken 
homes.  In  addition,  there  are  many 
from  homes  which  have  been  tragically 
affected  by  the  death  of  one  parent  or 
by  the  inability  of  parents  to  live  and 
work  in  harmony.— Dorothy  C.  Haskin,  in 
Moody  Monthly. 


A  father  was  taking  his  blonde  tod- 
dler on  a  tour  of  the  zoo,  and  they  had 
stopped  outside  the  lion's  cage. 

"Daddy,"  the  little  tyke  asked,  "if  the 
lion  gets  out  and  eats  you  up,  what  bus 
do  I  take  to  get  home?" 


Church  Furniture 

PEWS  -  PULPITS  -  ALTARS 
FONTS-  SCREENS  -  LECTERNS 
READING  STANDS  -  CHAIRS 
TABLES  -  OFFERING  PLATES 

Free  Estimates  and  Planning 

For  information  write 

Free  Will  Baptist 
Press 

P.  O.  Box  158 
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by  the  Rev.  R.  P.  Harris 


Scriptural  Basis:  "And  now,  Israel, 
what  doth  the  LORD  thy  God  require  of 
thee,  but  to  fear  the  LORD  thy  God,  to 
walk  in  all  his  ways,  and  to  love  him, 
and  to  serve  the  LORD  thy  God  with  all 
thy  heart  and  with  all  thy  soul"  Deuter- 
onomy 10:12. 

THE  DUTY  OF  MAN  TO  RESIST  SATAN 

Satan  has  deliberately  made  himself 
into  the  wicked  and  evil  being  he  now  is. 
God  did  not  create  him  a  devil.  Satan 
did  this  himself— making  himself  the  ad- 
versary, enemy,  and  opponent  of  both 
God  and  all  human  kind.  This  leaves 
little  doubt  that  man  can  change  him- 
self into  a  demon  by  allowing  an  evil 
spirit  to  come  into  his  life  and  possess 
him.  Man  with  the  help  of  fallen  an- 
gels (demons)  can  transform  himself 
into  such  a  being.  There  is  no  doubt 
that  demons  are  evil  spirits,  capable  of 
taking  up  their  abode  in  the  hearts  and 
lives  of  any  willing  human  being.  There- 
fore, we  are  to  resist  him  and  seek  ways 
and  means  of  combating  him.  "Be  sober, 
be  vigilant;  because  your  adversary  the 
devil,  as  a  roaring  lion,  walketh  about, 
seeking  whom  he  may  devour;  Whom  re- 
sist stedfast  in  the  faith,  .  .  ."  (1  Peter 
5:8,  9). 

Satan  turned  against  God  and  sought 
to  dethrone  Him  so  that  he  could  be- 
come ruler  of  the  universe  in  the  place 
of  God.  He  was  able  to  persuade  an- 
gels to  unite  with  him  and  there  was 
war  in  heaven,-  but,  God  cast  the  devil 
and  his  angels  out  of  heaven.  Satan 
was  allowed  by  God  to  take  up  his  abode 
on  earth.  He  is  now  in  power  on  earth. 
Christians  believe  that  in  the  near  fu- 
ture God  is  again  going  to  deal  with 
Satan,  and  rid  the  world  of  him  and  his 
angels  forever.  The  devil  has  the  power 
to  stand  up  against  God's  people.  "And 


satan  stood  up  against  Israel,  and  pro- 
voked David  to  number  Israel"  (1  Chron- 
icles 21:1).  The  devil  does  indeed  pro- 
voke people  and  he  does  tempt  them  in- 
to doing  evil  things.  We  are  to  resist 
him  at  all  time  and  at  any  cost.  Jesus 
will  not  allow  us  to  be  tempted  beyond 
our  ability  in  Christ  to  resist  the  devil. 

Finally,  God  has  provided  man  with 
the  necessary  equipment  to  resist  the 
devil.  In  Ephesians  6:11-17  you  will  find 
a  description  of  "the  whole  armour  of 
God."  This  equipment  is  up-to-date. 
You  do  not  need  to  look  around  for  more 
up-to-date  equipment.  God  will  help 
you  to  understand  the  armour  and  will 
fit  it  to  you  in  such  a  way  that  you  will 
be  able  to  use  it  to  do  the  complete  job. 
You  must  equip  yourself  with  the  right 
armour.  God's  armour  is  right.  You  do 
not  need  to  seek  anything  different. 
"For  we  wrestle  not  against  flesh  and 
blood,  but  against  principalities,  against 
powers,  against  the  rulers  of  the  dark- 
ness of  this  world,  against  spiritual 
wickedness  in  high  places"  (Ephesians 

6:12). 

So  you  can  see  that  even  though  Satan 
is  strong  and  powerful,  he  is  not  as 
strong  and  as  powerful  as  God.  The 
powers  that  be  are  ordained  of  God,  and 
God  alone,  can  give  the  devil  his  power. 
God  sublets  power  to  Satan  and  he  in 
turn  sublets  it  to  humans.  Why  don't 
we  get  at  the  top  of  the  list  and  stay 
with  God?  All  this  black  magic,  palm 
reading,  signs  of  the  zodiac,  the  occults' 
manipulatings  are  under  the  power  of 
the  devil.  The  devil  also  has  disciples 
and  he  is  now  organizing  churches  and 
many  people  are  joining  them,  even  at 
the  high  risk  of  destroying  themselves 
and  their  loved  ones.  Candidates  for 
the  church  of  the  devil  seem  to  be  pre- 
vailing. 


Stabbed  Through 

Dr.  Malon  of  Geneva,  on  a  journey,  got 
into  conversation  with  an  unbeliever.  At 
last  the  man  said,  "Don't  you  see  that  I 
don't  believe  in  your  Bible?"  The  doc- 
tor said,  "If  ye  believe  not  that  I  am  he, 
ye  shall  die  in  your  sins."  Years  after 
the  doctor  received  a  letter.  "You  took 
the  Sword  of  the  Spirit  and  stabbed  me 
through  and  through."— Christian  Herald. 


When  asked  why  I  was  looking  so 
healthy,  I  explained  that  I  had  taken  up 
yogurt.  My  friend  exclaimed,  "It  just 
shows  that  some  of  those  funny  foreign 
religions  can  really  help  a  person!" 


Churches  and  Ministers 
Available 

(Note:  This  column  is  provided,  when 
needed,  for  any  church  that  is  seeking  a 
pastor  and  for  any  minister  who  is  seeking 
a  church  to  serve  and  would  like  to  give 
such  notice.  Please  send  the  necessary  in- 
formation to  the  editor  of  "The  Free  Will 
Baptist."  Each  notice  will  run  for  two  is- 
sues only.) 


The  Highland  Pines  Free  Will  Baptist 
Church,  Hamlet,  North  Carolina,  is  in 
need  of  a  full-time  pastor.  Any  minister 
with  experience  and  interested  in  serv- 
ing this  church,  please  call  Mr.  A.  B. 
Brown  after  6  p.m.  at  (919)  582-4142. 


FACING  LIFE 

by  Hazel  Casey 

You  may  experience  a  wonderful,  happy 
life 

Although  you  may  encounter  lots  of 
strife. 

You  may  go  on  in  the  old-time  way 
To  a  richer,  fuller  life  day-by-day. 
Remember,  the  secret  is  found  in  Christ, 
For  there,  you  will  find  values  that  really 
last. 

Take  your  faith  to  work  always, 
And  it  will  help  you  throughout  your 
days. 

He  truly  rules  the  world  each  day, 
And  I  don't  care  what  the  atheists  do 
say. 

God  will  prevail,  and  He  will  save 
Each  person,  no  matter  how  grave 
The  situation  they  may  find  within, 
God  will  always  deliver  you  from  sin. 


Give  and  Have  No  Loss 

Never  try  to  save  out  of  God's  cause,- 
such  money  will  canker  the  rest.  Giving 
to  God  is  no  loss,-  it  is  putting  your  sub- 
stance in  the  best  bank.  Giving  is  true 
having,  as  the  old  gravestone  said  of  the 
dead  man:  "What  I  spent  I  had;  what  I 
saved  I  lost;  what  I  gave  I  have."— 
Charles  H.  Spurgeon. 


Teacher:  "Be  diligent  and  you  will 
succeed.  Remember  my  telling  you  of 
the  great  difficulty  George  Washington 
had  to  contend  with?" 

Little  Jimmy:  "Yes,  Ma'am,  he  couldn't 
tell  a  lie." 
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BIBLE 


QUESTIONS 

and 
ANSWERS 


Conducted  by  J.  P.  BARROW 
Route  1,  Box  475,  LaGrange,  North  Carolina  28551 


Question:  Does  Ezekiel  28=25,  26  teach 
that  Israel  is  to  be  returned  to  Palestine 
as  their  home  on  earth  and  that  God 
will  punish  the  nations  that  were  used 
to  scatter  Israel  and  to  punish  her  in 
other  ways? 

Answer:  Yes.  God  works  in  many 
mysterious  ways  to  bring  about  His  pur- 
poses, and  especially  is  this  clearly  seen 
in  the  Bible  in  His  dealings  with  Israel. 
'The  LORD  hath  also  a  controversy  with 
Judah,  and  will  punish  Jacob  according 
to  his  ways;  according  to  his  doings  will 
he  recompense  him"  (Hosea  12:2). 

Peloubet's  Select  Notes,  1968,  gives 
ithe  following  on  Pages  230-233: 

"We  need  not  tarry  with  this  opening 
statement,  because  it  does  not  relate  di- 
rectly to  the  principal  theme  of  the  chap- 
ter. In  this  passage  the  word  so  fre- 
quently used,  mountains,  is  a  symbol  for 
the  country  itself,  where,  of  course, 
mountains  are  prominent.  The  enemy 
referred  to  here  is  not  only  Edom  but 
the  nations  roundabout  Israel  who  had 
rejoiced  in  her  suffering  under  Nebu- 
chadnezzar and  the  destruction  of  Jeru- 
salem. For  more  elaborate  prophecies 
regarding  the  nations  around  Israel.  (See 
Isaiah  13-27;  Jeremiah  46-51;  and 
again  in  Ezekiel  25-32  and  38  and  39.) 

"Israel  will  be  returned  to  her  land 
(vv.  8-15).  It  is  true  that  there  are  two 
different  views,  and  always  have  been, 
in  the  Christian  church  regarding  the 
Old  Testament  statements  predicting  the 
return  of  Israel  to  her  land.  Some  have 
tried  to  spiritualize  this,  but  when  these 
statements  are  said  to  refer  to  the  church 
they  become  meaningless.  What  prom- 
ised land  do  we  return  to?  Palestine 
can  never  be  a  synonym  for  heaven.  The 
editor  himself  takes  the  view  that  these 
prophecies  are  to  be  literally  considered 
and  will  be  ultimately  fulfilled.  This  is 
a  constant  theme  in  the  Book  of  Jere- 
miah, as  12:15;  15:19;  16:15-18;  24:6; 
30:18-24;  32:37;  as  well  as  Zechariah 
14,  etc. 

"Why  Israel  had  been  scattered  (w. 


16-20).  Between  the  promise  of  a 
restoration  of  Israel  to  the  land  and  the 
promise  of  a  spiritual  restoration  of 
Israel,  which  we  will  be  considering  in 
a  moment,  a  paragraph  is  introduced  re- 
minding Israel  of  the  reasons  for  her  de- 
feat, why  her  people  were  in  a  strange 
land  scattered  among  the  nations.  It 
was  because  they  had  profaned  God's 
name  (see  Jeremiah  33:24).  They  had 
defiled  the  land  by  their  wickedness,  by 
their  impurities  and  idolatries.  This 
whole  theme  of  the  reason  for  God's 
punishment  of  His  people  is  developed 
at  great  length  in  2  Kings  17:7-23. 

"The  future  spiritual  renewal  of  Is- 
rael (vv.  21-32).  Our  passage  opens  with 
a  declaration— one  of  hundreds— concern- 
ing the  holiness  of  God,  a  holiness  that 
belongs  to  His  very  name,-  but,  at  the 
same  time,  a  holiness  that  Israel  had 
profaned  among  the  nations.  The  one 
people  on  earth  who  knew  the  true  and 
only  God  had  forsaken  Him  for  the  idols 
of  the  heathen  nations  roundabout,  and 
in  that  way  betrayed  God,  desecrated 
His  name,  and  failed  to  witness  to  His 
uniqueness.  Bearing  His  name,  they 
should  have  walked  in  holiness,-  instead, 
they  lived  in  sin,  and  disgraced  His 
name.  But,  says  the  Lord,  that  name 
will  yet  be  sanctified  among  these  same 
nations,  and  the  heathen  will  know  that 
God  is  the  Lord;  for  the  day  is  coming 
when  God  will  take  the  nation  of  Israel 
from  out  of  the  countries  in  which  He 
has  scattered  them,  and  bring  them  into 
their  own  land,  and  there  they  will  at 
last  be  what  they  were  at  first  intended 
to  be,  a  holy  nation  unto  God.  This  was 
the  original  proclamation  at  Sinai,  as 
soon  as  the  Israelites  came  out  of  the 
Egyptian  bondage— that  they  should  be 
'a  kingdom  of  priests  and  a  holy  nation' 
(Exodus  19:6).  What  God  will  do  for 
them  when  they  return  to  that  land,  and 
how  they  will  be  thoroughly  inwardly 
reformed,  is  set  before  us  in  the  verse 
we  now  consider. 

"While  I  most  emphatically  believe  in 


baptism,  and  have  no  objection  to  these 
words  being  placed  on  baptismal  fonts, 
as  they  often  are,  the  reference  here  is 
not  to  literal  water  nor  to  baptism,  but 
to  an  inner  cleansing,  a  cleansing  from 
filthiness  and  idolatry.  Thomas  Guthrie 
makes  a  good  point  on  this.  'God's  peo- 
ple are  not  chosen  because  they  are  holy; 
they  are  chosen  that  they  might  become 
holy.  "Ye  have  not  chosen  me,  but  I 
have  chosen  you.  .  .  ."  For  since  God 
chooses  His  people  not  because  they  are 
holy,  but  to  make  them  so,  who  may  not 
be  chosen?  To  my  eye,  hope,  in  that 
truth,  bends  her  bright  bow  on  life's 
blackest  cloud  and  sends  a  beam  of  light 
down  into  the  guiltiest  heart.'  In  the 
New  Testament  there  is  a  parallel  to  this 
passage,  when  the  writer  to  the  Hebrews 
says  that  for  us.  'Our  hearts  are  sprink- 
led from  an  evil  conscience:  and  our 
body  washed  with  pure  water,'  and  else- 
where the  Apostle  Paul  speaks  of  the 
church,  which  is  the  body  of  Christ,  as 
being  washed  with  the  water  of  the 
Word  (Hebrews  10:22;  Ephesians  5:26). 
'A  new  heart  also  will  I  give  you,  and  a 
new  spirit  will  I  put  within  you;  and  I 
will  take  away  the  stony  heart  out  of 
your  flesh,  and  I  will  give  you  an  heart 
of  flesh'  (Ezekiel  36:26).  By  'a  heart  of 
flesh'  is  not  meant  a  carnal  heart,  in 
opposition  to  a  spiritual  one,  but  a  heart 
impressionable  and  susceptible  to  the 
most  delicate  impulses  of  God's  will,  a 
heart  ready  to  receive  the  seed  of  God's 
Word,  in  contrast  to  a  heart  of  stone 
that  would  be  adamant  against  any  reve- 
lation and  command  of  God.  'Writing 
to  a  friend,  Robert  M.  M'Cheyne,  plead- 
ed thus:  "Learn  much  of  your  own  heart; 
and  when  you  have  learned  all  you  can, 
remember  you  have  seen  but  a  few  yards 
into  a  pit  that  is  unfathomable."  It  is 
such  an  acute  sense  of  sinfulness  which 
makes  us  leap  to  such  a  promise  as  this, 
"A  new  heart  also  will  I  give  you."  Have 
you  this  prime  prerequisite  for  the  ob- 
taining of  this  golden  promise?  A  new 
heart  can  only  come  as  a  divine  gift.  "I 
will  give  you  it,"  saith  Jehovah,  Well  it 
is  that  He  saith  it,  for  none  other  can. 
We  are  shut  up  to  faith  in  Him.  Can 
any  man  renew  his  own  heart?  Let  a 
host  of  poor  disappointed  attempters  tell 
us  their  doleful  story.  Nay,  let  each 
of  us  recount  his  own  pitiful  endeavors. 
Who  can  renew  a  heart  but  God  only? 
Nor  priest,  nor  prophet,  nor  friend  can 
effect  this  miraculous  transformation. 
"A  new  heart  also  will  I  give  you."  On- 
ly He  can  bestow  this  ineffable  gift.  But 
He  can!  .  .  .  When  David  was  to  be  pos- 
(continued  on  page  fifteen) 
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PATRICK  AND 
PATRICIA  FIND 
A  WAY 

NELLIE  WELLS 

PATRICK  and  Patricia  were  twins. 
They  were  called  their  full  names 
too— never  "Pat"  because  how  would 
they  know  who  was  being  called  if  there 
were  two  "Pats"  in  the  family? 

They  were  all  excited,  for  Mother  had 
just  told  them  that  they  were  going  to 
spend  two  weeks  with  their  grandpa  and 
grandma  who  lived  on  a  little  old-fash- 
ioned farm,  one  that  had  horses,  cows, 
pigs,  chickens. 

"You  are  nine  years  old  now,"  Mother 
had  reminded  them,  "so  you  can  really 
help  Grandfather  and  Grandmother." 

They  spent  the  first  afternoon  wading 
and  playing  at  the  little  creek  which  was 
only  a  quarter  of  a  mile  away,  but  came 
back  to  the  house  in  time  to  gather  the 
eggs  and  help  with  the  evening  chores. 

They  planned  to  be  up  early  the  next 
morning,  but  breakfast  was  over  before 
they  awakened. 
"Why  didn't  you  waken  us?" 
"You  needed  your  sleep,"  laughed 
Grandmother. 

"As  soon  as  you've  had  your  break- 
fast you  can  go  with  me  and  I'll  show 
you  about  watering  them.  We  have  only 
the  hand-filled  fountains,  and  it  takes 
quite  a  bit  of  time  this  warm  weather. 
They  drink  a  lot,  and  the  fountains  have 
to  be  filled  several  times  a  day.  I'd  like 
to  go  to  town  with  Grandfather  tomor- 
row. I'd  like  to  do  some  shopping,  but 
I  think  it  isn't  wise  for  us  both  to  leave 
at  once  this  hot  weather.  If  the  chick- 
ens should  drink  their  fountains  dry,  it 
would  cut  egg  production.    Then,  too, 


you  can  lose  chickens  with  heat  if  they 
run  out  of  water." 

"We  can  take  care  of  the  chicken 
fountains,  and  you  can  go  with  Grand- 
father," offered  Patrick. 

"You  can  try  it  today  and  see,"  re- 
plied Grandmother,  as  she  showed  them 
how  to  fill  the  watering  cans  with  the 
long  spouts  from  the  pump  on  the  back 
porch.  It  was  quite  a  lot  of  work,  but 
they  managed  it. 

The  next  day  they  felt  important  when 
Grandmother  went  with  Grandfather  and 
left  them  in  charge. 

They  filled  the  fountains  twice  during 
the  forenoon.  The  day  got  hotter  and 
hotter.  In  the  afternoon  the  chickens 
seemed  to  drink  more  and  more. 

"We  will  have  to  fill  them  again,"  said 
Patrick.  It  was  work  by  now.  Patrick 
pumped  up  and  down,  up  and  down,  with 
the  handle.  Suddenly  no  more  water 
came. 

"It  won't  work,"  said  Patrick. 

"Something  has  broken,"  said  Patricia, 
giving  it  a  try. 

"We  don't  know  what  is  the  matter. 
The  chickens  won't  have  any  water  soon, 
and  it  is  getting  hotter  and  hotter,"  said 
Patrick. 

"We  can't  fix  the  pump,"  said  Patricia. 
"Remember,  Daddy  told  us  when  we 
didn't  know  what  to  do  to  ask  the  Lord 
to  show  us." 

They  bowed  their  heads,  and  Patricia 
prayed,  "Dear  Lord  Jesus,  Grandpa  and 
Grandma  are  in  town,  and  we  don't  want 
the  chickens  to  die.  Please  show  us 
what  to  do.  Thank  you.  Amen."  "I 
know  what  we  can  do,"  said  Patrick  af- 
ter a  minute.  "It  will  be  a  lot  of  work, 
but  we  can  carry  water  from  the  creek. 
It  is  so  far  that  we  can't  carry  the  cans 
full,  but  we  can  make  several  trips." 

They  were  soon  on  their  way.  It  was 
hot,  but  they  followed  the  lane  of  shade 
trees,  which  helped.  It  took  two  trips 
to  fill  all  the  fountains.    They  were 


afraid  to  rest  long  between  trips,  for 
the  chickens  were  drinking  a  lot.  They 
had  expected  to  find  time  to  play,  but 
decided  that  they  would  do  well  to  keep 
the  chickens  in  drinking  water.  They 
were  tired,  but  neither  of  them  said  a 
word  about  quitting. 

When  their  grandparents  had  return- 
ed and  found  a  rusty  bolt  had  made  the 
hand  pump  useless  and  the  children  had 
kept  the  chickens  in  drinking  water  by 
carrying  water  from  the  creek,  Grand- 
mother said,  "I'm  proud  to  have  such 
resourceful  grandchildren.  Tomorrow 
we  will  have  a  picnic  by  the  creek.  You 
can  take  your  lunch  and  wade  to  your 
heart's  content." 

Patrick  and  Patricia  felt  very  happy 
because  the  Lord  had  shown  them  what 
to  do  and  because,  even  though  it  was 
hard  work,  they  had  done  what  they 
could.— The  Junior  Pupil. 


Attention! 
Layman's  Leagues 

This  notice  is  directed  to  all  Free  Will 
Baptist  men  of  the  Central  Conference. 
Some  are  members  of  the  Layman's 
League,  others  are  not. 

Once  every  three  months  the  Lay- 
man's Leagues  of  the  various  churches 
of  the  conference  assemble  with  a  host 
church.  We  refer  to  this  as  the  Lay- 
man's League  Fellowship  of  the  Central 
Conference. 

If  your  church  does  not  have  a  Lay- 
man's League,  please  see  that  you  have 
several  representatives  present  at  our 
next  fellowship  to  begin  plans  for  an 
organization. 

If  you  have  a  Layman's  League  that  is 
not  a  member  of  the  fellowship,  please 
attend  and  make  plans  to  join. 

If  your  Layman's  League  is  a  member 
of  the  fellowship,  we  will  be  looking 
forward  to  having  the  pleasure  of  meet- 
ing with  the  men  of  your  group  at  our 
next  fellowship  to  be  held  at  Free  Union 
Free  Will  Baptist  Church  near  Walston- 
burg,  North  Carolina,  at  8  p.m.,  May  28. 

The  fellowship  motto  is:  "Christianity 
should  be  our  steering  wheel  not  our 
spare  tire/' 

Henry  P.  Beaman 
Promotional  Secretary 


"Are  you  in  pain,  my  little  man?" 
asked  the  kind  old  gentleman. 

"No,"  answered  the  boy,  "the  pain's 
in  me." 
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QUARTERLY  COMPARATIVE  ANALYSIS  REPORT 


JANUARY,  FEBRUARY,  MARCH,  1974 


Receipts 


Albemarle  Conference 
Blue  Ridge  Association 
Cape  Fear  Conference 
Central  Conference 
Eastern  Conference 
Pee  Dee  Association 
Piedmont  Conference 
Rockfish  Association 
Western  Conference 
Statewide  Bodies 
Other  Religious  Contributions 
Other  States 

Subtotal 

Parents  and  Relatives 
Friends  and  Others 
Duke  Endowment 
Farm  Sales 
Interest  Income 
Miscellaneous  Income 

Total  Receipts 

Operating  Expenses 
Farm  Expenses 

Miscellaneous  Noninstitutional 

Total  Disbursements 

Excess  Expense  over  Revenue 
Excess  Revenue  over  Expense 


1973-74 

$  2,328.48 
34.51 
4,275.62 
7,465.51 
6,937.94 
1,187.90 
101.39 
15.00 
8,001.52 
135.06 
158.20 
143.08 


1972-73 

1,588.74 
41.75 
2,792.59 
6,880.83 
8,659.02 
604.08 
579.55 

8,067.22 
437.64 
882.50 
102.71 


Increase  or 
Decrease 

$  739.74 


( 


7.24) 
1,483.03 
584.68 
1,721.08) 
583.82 
478.16) 
15.00 
65.70) 
302.58) 
724.30) 
40.37 


$30,784.21    $30,636.63    $  147.58 


$  3,805.30 
1,814.00 
9,148.41 
5,685.41 
968.62 
4,457.44 


$  2,834.80 
1,967.00 
9,234.18 
10,359.23 
478.22 
3,276.75 


$ 


970.50 
153.00) 
85.77) 
4,673.82) 
490.40 
1,180.71 


$56,663.39   $58,786.81  ($2,123.42) 


Disbursements 

$52,999.18 
6,349.24 
281.23 


$48,226.78 
4,303.52 
268.50 


$59,629.65  $52,798.80 
($  2,966.26) 

$  5,988.01 


$4,992.40 
2,045.72 
12.73 

$6,830.85 
$8,954.27 


(Note:  (1)  The  foregoing  is  only  a  quarterly  operational  report  and  does  not  reflect 
total  receipts  or  disbursements.  (2)  Farm  sales  dropped  because  the  hogs  were  not 
marketed  until  April  of  this  year,  but  in  March  of  last  year.) 


!  New  Growth 


BY  MRS.  ROYCE  MATTHEWS  M 

)  THINK  LIKE  A  SINNER 

16  To  catch  a  thief,  you  must  think  like 
j  i  thief.  To  win  a  sinner  to  Christ,  you 
,y  Tiust  think  like  a  sinner, 
j.  If  your  doctor  starts  talking  about 
J  :erebrospinal,  cranial  cavity,  cortex,  and 
J  :erebellum,  you'll  want  to  say,  "Wait  a 
j  fninute,  Doctor.  I  came  about  a  little 
Jr  Jain  in  my  head.  How  does  that  affect 
ne  and  my  life-style?  Not  in  PhD  terms 
jut  in  ignorant  terms  so  I  can  under- 

I  itand  it." 

ls  You  know  enough  about  a  television 
j  ;et  to  flip  a  switch  for  instant  entert^in- 
nent.  When  the  repairman  comes  1o 
nake  a  simple  adjustment,  he  begins 
talking  about  incoming  visual  signals 
>eing  converted  to  perceptible  forms, 
t's  time  for  your  favorite  soap  opera 
ivhere  so-and-so's  wife  is  on  the  verge 
of  being  kissed  by  her  best  friend's  hus- 

II  band.  "Will  you  adjust  the  set  quickly?" 
'  you  want  to  scream,  "I  don't  care  one 
s  iota  about  electrical  phraseology!" 

We,  as  Christians,  have  our  own  reli- 
''  gious  terminology  which  is  all  right  in 
5  communicating  with  other  Christians. 
1  Just  as  we  can't  understand  specialized 
''  professionals  in  their  technical  terms, 
'  many  times  the  non-Christian  may  turn 
a  deaf  ear  because  our  terms  confuse 
I  him. 

p 

Who,  except  a  Christian,  can  compre- 
r  hend  having  a  black  heart  washed  in  the 
1  blood  of  the  Lamb  to  be  made  white  as 
snow?    Everyone  knows  physical  blood 
s  leaves  stains  even  the  toughest  bleach 
'  doesn't  sometimes  faze. 
f    A  sinner  may  understand  the  song, 
"Rescue  the  Perishing,"  around  noon, 
but  after  a  charcoal  steak  and  baked 
f  potato,  he  may  not  be  in  tune  with  the 
]  message  at  the  7  p.m.  service. 

You  see,  he  thinks  in  the  physical.  We 
have  to  reach  him  by  translating  our 
l  Spiritual  comprehension, 
f  The  plan  of  salvation  is  so  simple  that 
even  a  small  child  can  be  saved.  We 
Idon't  have  to  add  fancy  trimmings  to 
make  it  more  impressive.  The  trimmings 
may  have  the  adverse  effect  by  confus- 
ing the  issue.  There's  time  enough  after 
Jhe  is  saved  for  his  learning  to  listen  and 
talk  "religious." 

1  By  thinking  like  a  sinner,  we  can 
adapt  to  his  needs  by  answering  one 
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MISSIONS 

(continued  from  page  five) 

third  of  that  needed  for  the  goal  to  be 
reached. 

3.  Let  us  ask  God  what  He  would  have 
us  do  toward  a  personal  involvement  to 
accomplish  this  job  in  the  next  two 
months. 


question,  "If  I  were  a  sinner,  what,  in 
simple  terms,  would  I  need  to  know?" 


If  each  of  our  people  would  give  $1 
each  over  the  next  two  months  period, 
we  would  go  over  the  goal  and  God 
would  bless  in  a  great  way.  Can  we 
count  on  you  and  your  church?  Send 
your  contributions  to:  North  Carolina 
Free  Will  Baptist  Board  of  Foreign  Mis- 
sions, P.  O.  Box  979,  Goldsboro,  North 
Carolina  27530. 


Trust  before  you  try;  repent  before 
you  die. 
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ST.  CLAIRE  BIBLE  CLAS£"} 
THE  SUNDAY  fC.''jz££> 


SCHOOL  LESSO 


FOR  JUNE  2 


V: 


A  Church  Witness 

Lesson  Text:  1  Thessalonians  1 
Memory  Verse:  1  Thessalonians  1:2,  3 

I.  INTRODUCTION 

Paul,  while  answering  the  call  into 
Macedonia,  planted  the  church  in  Thes- 
salonica,  one  of  the  chief  cities  of  Mace- 
donia,- but  he  met  with  a  great  deal  of 
opposition  from  the  Jews  who  were 
dwelling  in  that  place  and  was  forced  to 
leave  before  he  had  the  church  estab- 
lished upon  the  firm  foundation  which 
he  would  have  desired  it  to  have. 

Paul  had  sent  a  delegation  to  the 
church  at  Thessalonica  on  several  occa- 
sions in  an  effort  to  get  them  firmly 
established  in  the  faith,  but  due  to  the 
demands  of  his  work  in  Athens,  in  Berea, 
and  in  Corinth,  had  been  unable  to  visit 
the  work  himself. 

The  Epistle  to  the  Thessalonians  is 
placed  near  the  end  of  Paul's  epistles  in 
our  Bible  but  it  is  supposed  by  most 
biblical  scholars  to  be  one  of  the  first 
if  not  the  first.  It  is  commonly  believed 
that  it  was  written  by  Paul  from  Corinth 
about  the  year  A.  D.  51.  Its  main  pur- 
pose is  to  express  thanks  for  their  re- 
sponse to  the  gospel,  to  help  confirm 
and  establish  them  in  the  faith  of  the 
Lord,  and  to  encourage  their  continued 
growth  in  holiness. 

The  background  for  today's  lesson 
text  is  the  young  church  at  Thessalonica 
about  the  middle  of  the  first  century 
A.D. 

The  purpose  of  today's  lesson  is  to 
show  the  great  value  of  Christian  con- 
duct to  Christian  testimony  and  growth. 
—The  Teen-Age  Teacher  (F.W.B.). 

II.  HINTS  THAT  HELP 

A.  The  Thessalonian  church  became 
known  for  "sounding  out  the  Word  of 
the  Lord."  Different  churches  are  known 
for  different  things.  Some  are  known 
for  their  witnessing,-  some  are  known 
for  their  beautiful  building;  some  are 
known  for  their  divisions,-  and,  some  are 
known  for  their  wealth.   What  is  your 


church  known  for?  I  would  like  for  my 
church  to  be  like  the  Thessalonian  church 
and  be  known  for  its  witnessing  of  the 
Word  of  God. 

B.  The  United  States'  Declaration  of 
Independence  says  that  "all  men  are 
created  equal,  that  they  are  endowed  by 
their  Creator  with  certain  inalienable 
rights."  All  of  us  take  great  pride  in 
this.  On  the  other  hand,  we  must  not 
forget  that  privilege  and  responsibility 
are  like  the  two  sides  of  a  coin— you  can- 
not have  one  without  the  other.  This 
first  chapter  of  1  Thessalonians  tells  us 
how  to  live  responsibly. 

C.  A  Jewish  rabbi  is  quoted  as  saying, 
"The  Jews  have  rejected  Christ,  and  the 
Christians  have  disgraced  Him."  Of 
course,  he  had  reference  to  the  way 
Christians  live  in  the  face  of  their  pro- 
fession of  Christ.  A  good  question  for 
each  one  of  us  is  this:  "Does  my  life 
bring  glory  to  God  or  does  it  disgrace 
Him?" 

D.  Dr.  R.  G.  Lee  has  said,  "The  chief 
obstacle  to  the  spread  of  Christianity 
around  the  world  is  not  Hinduism,  not 
Buddhism,  not  even  paganism,  but  the 
rotten  behavior  of  the  people  who  call 
themselves  Christians."  God  saved  us 
for  more  than  just  to  take  us  to  heaven. 
He  saved  us  and  left  us  in  this  world  to 
live  a  life  that  would  glorify  His  name. 
What  a  pity  the  way  some  of  us  live. 

E.  It  seems  in  America  that  we  have 
reached  that  point  where  unsaved  peo- 
ple no  longer  attend  church  in  any  ap- 
preciable number.  This  means  that  if 
we  are  to  reach  the  lost,  if  the  church  is 
to  grow,  we  must  go  where  the  lost  peo- 
ple are  and  reach  them  for  Christ.  What 
is  your  church  doing  about  going  out 
after  the  lost  in  your  community?— The 
Bible  Teacher  (F.W.B.). 

III.  ADDITIONAL  TRUTHS 

A.  Paul's  ministry  in  Thessalonica  and 
its  subsequent  impact  on  all  the  area  is 
similar  to  an  atomic  chain  reaction.  He 
arrived  from  Antioch,  sent  and  led  by 
the  Holy  Spirit.  His  impact  upon  Thes- 
salonica made  the  gospel  known  and  felt 


in  other  cities,  and  radiated  also  fronr 
them,  certainly  to  Athens  and  Corinth 
and  perhaps  as  far  as  Rome.  Such  « 
chain  reaction  is  at  the  heart  of  th( 
atomic  reactor,  and  such  a  chain  reac 
tion  took  place  when  the  gospel  struck 
Thessalonica! 

What  about  your  own  church?  How 
old  is  it?  How  much  impact  has  it  hac 
on  your  state?  Your  country?  Is  il 
even  "the  talk  of  the  town"?  Why,  oi 
why  not? 

The  influence  of  a  church  must  be 
measured  not  only  by  its  outward  rep- 
utation, but  by  the  impact  it  has  upon 
the  moral  standards  and  spiritual  ideals 
of  men  and  women  whose  lives  it  touch- 
es—Standard Lesson  Commentary. 

B.  "I  think  of  David  Brainerd  who, 
though  in  a  cool  dry  wind,  sweated  and 
prayed,  and  hundreds  of  hardhearted 
Indians  were  mowed  down  like  grass 
under  the  conviction  of  the  Holy  Ghost. 
I  think  of  Praying  Hands  who  shook  a 
continent  for  the  Lord.  Does  this  put 
you  out  of  the  picture?  I  think  of  twol 
dear  old  ladies  ages  81  and  82,  who  for 
two  years  prayed  for  hours  a  day  in  thtJ 
Hibreides  of  Scotland  until  one  day  the 
fire  of  God  fell  and  revival  came."— Alanj 
Redpath. 

C.  At  a  meeting  in  London  of  Christian 
policemen,  one  prayed,  "0  Lord,  put 
something  in  our  faces  as  we  walk  about 
that  people  in  trouble  may  see,  and  so 
be  led  to  seek  our  help."  The  next  day  a 
drunken  man  handed  him  an  addressed 
envelope,  asking  him  to  call  there.  When 
he  did,  a  man  opened  the  door.  "For 
God's  sake,  come  in  and  pray  with  me! 
This  morning  I  saw  something  in  your 
face  which  told  me  you  could  help  me. 
I  had  decided  to  end  my  life.  I  am  a 
wretched  failure."  He  had  been  a  dea-i 
con,  but  drink  had  tripped  him.  He  got 
back  to  the  Lord,  and  is  serving  Him.— 
Selected. 


Planning  In  Advance 

On  his  fifty-fifth  birthday,  Thomas 
Edison  attended  a  party  given  in  his 
honor.  "What  plans  do  you  have  for 
the  future?"  he  was  asked. 

"From  now  until  I  am  seventy-five,  I 
will  be  occupied  with  my  work,"  he  re- 
plied. "At  seventy-five,  I  expect  to  take 
up  golf.  Coming  up  to  eighty  and  be- 
yond, I  am  going  to  gossip  with  the  la- 
dies." 

"And  at  ninety?"  he  was  asked. 
"I  never  plan  more  than  thirty  years 
in  advance,"  said  Edison. 


14 


THE  FREE  WILL  BAPTIST 


01  Questions  &  Answers 

(continued  from  page  eleven) 

essed  of  a  clean  heart  he  was  inspired 
at  o  pray  "Create  in  me  a  clean  heart,  0 
i"  (Psalm  51:10).  No  saint  ever  yet 
>ecame  a  saint  without  supplication. 
)  »od  will  not  give  Israel  a  new  heart  ex- 
3(  ept  Israel  inquires  for  it.  Is  not  that 
i  he  reason  why  so  many  of  us  lack  a 
oi  lew  heart?  The  old  and  stony  heart 
vould  have  vanished  long  ago  had  we 
111  nade  request  to  God.'— Dinsdale  T. 
•T  roung.  'And  I  will  put  my  spirit  within 
t  ©u,  and  cause  you  to  walk  in  my 
ill  tatutes,  and  ye  shall  keep  my  judg- 

i  nents,  and  do  them'  (Ezekiel  36:27). 
This  is  the  exceeding  glory  of  the  New 

\  lovenant,  of  the  Pentecostal  dispensa- 
|  ion,  that  by  the  Holy  Spirit  God  could 
I  low  again  be  the  indwelling  life  of  His 
ssieople,  and  so  make  the  promise  a 
it,  eality:  "I  will  cause  you  to  walk  in  my 
j  tatutes."  With  God's  presence  secured 
|  o  us  every  moment  of  the  day— "I  will 
turn  away  from  them";  with  God's 
nffear  put  into  our  heart"  by  His  own 

ii  >pirit,  and  our  heart  thus  responding  to 
lis  holy  presence,-  with  our  hearts  thus 
a  Hade  right  with  God,  we  can,  we  shall 

talk  in  His  statutes,  and  keep  His  judg- 
ments.'—Andrew  Murray.  'Being  endow- 
ed with  the  Spirit  of  God  they  will  walk 
,1  n  His  statutes,  for  these  are  expressions 
I  If  His  Spirit.  The  Spirit  of  God  will  ap- 
pear both  as  an  inward  impulse  to  fulfill 
j  Sod's  will,  and  as  a  power  to  do  it.  The 
Itatutes  and  judgments  are  not  the  mere 
Jixternal  enactments  of  the  law;  they 
jmbrace  all  the  moral  laws  to  which 
Ezekiel  so  often  refers.'— A.  B.  Davidson. 
Here  again  we  have  the  initial  statement 
bf  a  truth  that  later  is  to  be  continually 
Jmphasized  and  enriched  in  the  New 
Testament.    The  Apostle  Paul  says  that 
f  we  live  in  the  Spirit  we  are  to  walk 
n  the  Spirit  (see  Galatians  5:25);  that 
fve  are  to  walk  not  after  the  flesh,  but 
after  the  Spirit;  that  is,  we  walk  in  new- 
bess  of  life  (Romans  6:4;  8:4);  that  we 
are  not  to  walk  as  other  Gentiles  walk, 
but  as  children  of  the  light,  and  worthy 
of  the  Lord  (see  Ephesians  4:1,  17;  5:8). 
'And  ye  shall  dwell  in  the  land  that  I 
gave  to  your  fathers;  and  ye  shall  be  my 
people,  and  I  will  be  your  God'  (Ezekiel 
36:28).  With  this  passage  compare  Jere- 
miah 30:22  and  Revelation  21:3,  where 
we   have   the   ultimate,   perfect,  and 
eternal  consummation  of  this  precious 
promise.   We  should  note  carefully  that 
a  life  of  cleanliness,  a  life  of  blessing, 
a  life  of  prosperity,  is  never,  anywhere 
in  the  Bible,  promised  except  in  direct 
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relationship  to  the  presence  of  God,  and 
a  willing  obedience  to  His  will. 

"In  concluding  this  study  of  the  ulti- 
mate restoration  of  Israel  to  her  home- 
land, we  should  remember  that  the  New 
Testament  speaks  of  a  greater  restora- 
tion than  that— of  a  time  of  restoration 
when  the  tragic  condition  resulting  from 
universal  sin  will  be  all  removed,  and 
removed  permanently.  This  is  referred 
to  by  St.  Peter  in  his  second  sermon 
when  he  says  that  Christ  is  received  into 
heaven  '.  .  .  until  the  times  of  restora- 
tion of  all  things,  which  God  hath  spok- 
en by  the  mouth  of  His  holy  prophets 
since  the  world  began'  (Acts  3:21).  The 
writer  of  the  Epistle  to  the  Hebrews  also 
emphasizes  the  same  truth  in  Hebrews 
9:10.  Thayer  refers  to  this  great  com- 
ing time  of  restoration  as  'that  signal 
and  glorious  change  of  all  things  in 
heaven  and  earth  for  the  better,  that 
restoration  of  the  perfect  condition  of 
things  which  existed  before  the  fall  of 
our  first  parents.'  The  Christian  faith 
is  the  only  one  that  contains  such  proph- 
ecies, which  only  God  himself  can  bring 
to  pass." 

(Continued  Next  Week) 


One  young  couple  told  their  friends 
that  they  raised  their  first  child  accord- 
ing to  "The  Book"  on  child  psychology. 
But  they  raised  their  second  child  on  the 
covers  of  the  book! 


SERVING  JESUS 

(continued  from  page  three) 

have  failed"?  If  you  are  failing  in  your 
work  for  Jesus  then  your  whole  life  is 
a  failure.  You  may  think  you  are  flying 
right,  but  without  Jesus  and  peace  with 
your  fellowman  you  are  lost.  Today  is 
the  time  to  straighten  things  out.  To- 
day is  the  first  day  of  the  rest  of  your 
life.  Yesterday  is  gone,  and  tomorrow 
may  never  come,-  but  today,  right  now,  is 
for  certain.  Why  not  come  and  say, 
"Here  I  am  Lord,  forgive  me  of  my 
wrongdoings,  take  my  life  and  use  it  for 
thy  service"?  Jesus  does  not  care  what 
you  did  yesterday  or  even  last  year.  He 
is  ready  and  willing  to  forgive,  but  you 
must  make  the  first  step.  Get  things 
right  with  your  neighbor.  Push  pride 
out  of  the  way  and  say,  "I'm  sorry.  I 
was  wrong."  Do  not  let  anything  stand 
between  you  and  the  Lord.  Time  is  too 
precious  and  we  have  not  time  to  waste. 

Why  not  make  your  decision  to  serve 
Jesus  today?  As  He  gently  knocks  at 
your  heart's  door,  will  you  let  Him  in  or 
will  you  turn  Him  away?  I  have  made 
my  decision— I  am  going  to  serve  Jesus 
and  follow  where  He  leads.  What  about 
you? 


Father:  "I  want  an  explanation  and  I 
want  the  truth." 

Son:  "Make  up  your  mind,  Dad,  you 
can't  have  both." 


Notice  Notice 

All  Free  Will  Baptists  Are  Invited  to  Attend 
FOUNDER'S  DAY 

at  the 

Free  Will  Baptist  Children's  Home 

MIDDLESEX,  NORTH  CAROLINA 


on 


Saturday,  May  25, 1974 

10:30  A.  M.   Worship  Service 

Rev.  Lloyd  Vernon  (Speaker) 

12:00  A.M.   Lunch  (Bring  Picnic  Baskets) 
1:00  P.M.   Gospel  Singing 
2:30  P.  M.   Tour  of  Campus  and  Games 

BRING  YOUR  GIFTS  AND  MOTHER'S  DAY  OFFERINGS  FOR  THE  HOME 
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BIBLE  TIMES 

Arts  and  Craftsmen 

by  Mrs.  Royce  Matthews 
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In  the  puzzle  above,  "Arts  and  Craftsmen,"  were  you  able  to  find  all  the  an- 
swers? The  words  are  circled  for  you.  Remember,  they  may  read  vertically,  hori- 
zontally, or  diagonally,  and  may  be  spelled  forwards  or  backwards. 


In  Memory  of  Mrs. 
Daisy  Williams  Boyd 

On  February  23,  1974,  God  chose  to 
call  home  one  of  His  true  followers,  Mrs. 
Daisy  Boyd,  Route  3,  Greenville,  North 
Carolina.  She  was  born  on  July  21, 
1900,  and  became  a  Christian  in  her 
youthful  days.  Her  achievements  in 
Christian  service  throughout  the  years 
have  been  many.  She  was  an  outstand- 
ing Sunday  school  teacher  for  many 
years.  She  was  a  person  who  loved 
young  people  and  loved  to  work  with 
them.  In  her  early  life,  she  was  a  pub- 
lic schoolteacher  in  the  days  of  the  one- 
room  schoolhouse.  She  served  as  direc- 
tor of  our  Bible  school  for  many  years 
and  was  always  willing  to  work  as  a 
teacher  when  needed,  as  long  as  her 
health  would  permit. 


Her  devotion  to  the  woman's  auxiliary 
has  been  outstanding.  She  has  held 
every  office  in  the  auxiliary  and  when 
she  could,  loved  to  represent  her  auxil- 
iary at  conventions.  She  also  would 
represent  her  church  in  conferences, 
union  meetings,  and  conventions,  and 
was  willing  to  serve  in  any  way  that 
would  benefit  her  church  and  glorify  her 
Lord. 

God  blessed  her  with  a  loving,  faith- 
ful husband,  Mr.  Leon  Sylvester  Boyd; 
three  children,-  and,  three  grandchildren. 
Her  surviving  children  are  Mrs.  Maycie 
Culbreth  and  Garland  Boyd.  Her  Chris- 
tian life  has  been  an  inspiration  to  her 
many  friends  and  neighbors  and  we  all 
realize  that  she  has  reached  the  goal 
that  everyone  who  loves  the  Lord  strives 
for— a  heavenly  home  built  by  the  Lord 
himself  who  said,  "In  my  Father's  house 


are  many  mansions:  ...  I  go  to  prepare 
a  place  for  you"  (John  14:2). 

"Miss  Daisy,"  as  her  friends  called 
her,  was  a  friend  to  everyone  and  was 
loved  by  all.  She  was  a  blessing  to  our 
church  and  our  community  and  an  in- 
spiration to  others  by  putting  Christ  first 
in  her  life.  "0  woman,  great  was  her 
faith— for  her  price  is  far  above  rubies- 
strength  and  honor  was  her  clothing, 
she  opened  her  mouth  with  wisdom  and 
her  tongue  was  the  law  of  kindness" 
(see  Proverbs  31). 

It  broke  our  hearts  to  lose  our  friend, 
But  God  knows  what  is  best; 
He  gave  her  that  which  has  no  end, 
Eternal  life  and  rest. 

And  so  we  want  to  live  our  lives 
In  such  a  righteous  way, 
That  we  can  meet  her  in  the  skies 
When  Jesus  comes  someday. 

With  great  humility  and  happiness  for 
having  known  such  a  woman,  we,  the 
women  of  the  Black  Jack  Free  Will  Bap- 
tist Church,  Route  3,  Greenville,  North 
Carolina,  respectfully  submit  this  as  a 
memorial  tribute  to  Mrs.  Daisy  Williams 
Boyd. 

Respectfully  submitted, 
Black  Jack  Woman's  Auxiliary 


A  DISCONCERTING  QUESTION 

A  story  that  carries  its  own  applica- 
tion to  Christian  faithfulness  has  beeni 
told  of  a  question  and  answer  that  pass-; 
ed  between  Martin  Niemoeller  and  a\ 
chaplain  who  visited  him  in  his  deten- 
tion: "Why  are  you  here?"  asked  the> 
chaplain.  "Why  are  you  not  here?"  ask- ; 
ed  Dr.  Niemoeller.— Christian  Faith  and 
Life. 


BOOKSTORE 

HOURS 

***** 

*  The  Ayden  Bible  and  Bookstore, 

*  located  at  the  Free  Will  Baptist 

*  Press  Foundation,  Inc.,  81 1  North 

*  Lee  Street,  Ayden,  North  Caro- 

*  lina,    observes    the  following 

*  hours: 

*  Monday-Friday— 8  a.m.  to  5  p.m. 

*  Saturday— 9  a.m.  to  5  p.m. 
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he  looked 
at  me  with 
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searching 
eyes 


•  •  • 


Free  Will  Baptist 

AYDEN,  NORTH  CAROLINA,  WEDNESDAY,  MAY  29,  1974 


1 


Cover  Photo  by  Phil  Gurganui 


"I  Don't  Understand. 


His  big  innocent  eyes  were  nearly  more  than  I  could  bear.  The  expression  they  held 
and  the  reason  behind  his  sadness  hurt  even  more.  It  was  almost  impossible  for  me  to 
hold  back  my  own  emotions  as  I  tried  so  hard  to  be  the  wise,  heart  mending  fellow 
he  thought  me  to  be. 

I  had  wiped  his  nose  and  dried  his  tears.  I  had  held  him  as  close  as  I  could  in  re- 
assurance that  it  was  for  the  best,  that  there  was  nothing  else  that  could  have  been  done. 

He  trusted  me  so  much.  Anything  that  I  said  he  would  accept  as  truth.  Anything  that 
I  did  he  would  accept  as  being  right;  and  as  he  looked  up  to  me  for  guidance  and  an 
explanation  with  those  penetrating,  deep  blue  eyes,  it  was  enough  to  move  the  stoutest 
of  men  to  tears- -tears  of  an  inward  nature  which  hurt  more  than  those  that  often  had 
burned  my  cheeks. 

I  didn't  dare  cry  with  him,  though.  Right  now  he  needed  consolation  of  another  kind-- 
the  kind  that  would  cheer  him  up  and  divert  his  attention  at  least  for  awhile  from  the 
dreadful  occurrence.  It  was  difficult  indeed  to  explain.  If  only  I  had  the  proper 
words  ....  How  could  I  make  his  little  mind  accept  the  fact  that  what  had  happened 
was  indeed  for  the  best?  How  could  his  little  mind  comprehend  that  "God  doeth  all 
things  well" --especially  when  it  had  struck  so  close  to  him?  How  could  he  turn  away 
from  the  scene  and  forget?  How  could  he  swallow  his  hurt  and  go  on  his  merry 
little  way,  when  I  myself  was  finding  this  an  almost  impossible  task? 

He  reached  for  my  hand.  His  was  sweaty  and  mine  was  shaky.  He  didn't  seem  to 
notice  my  nervousness.  I  was  his  strength  at  this  hour,  and  I  would  have  to  continue 
to  be  that  strength.  It  would  be  difficult,  but  I  would  have  to  mend  his  brokenness 
and  soothe  his  pains  and  lift  him  from  the  despairs  that  were  bound  to  come  his  way. 
This  present  experience  was  more  than  any  little  boy  deserved,  in  the  realm  of  human 
reasoning;  but,  our  choosing  is  not  always  the  best.  We  cannot  see  as  God  sees,  nor 
can  we  know  as  God  knows. 

His  eyes  searched  mine,  and  I  stooped  to  meet  his  gaze.  "Why  did  it  have  to 
happen,  Daddy?"  I  dropped  my  head  for  a  moment,  and  as  I  looked  back  into  his 
face,  his  eyes  had  fixed  themselves  upon  that  thing  that  he'd  never  before  seen- - 
a  foreboding  thing  that  held  something  more  precious  to  him  than  he  could  explain. 

My  throat  was  dry;  and  I  rubbed  my  head  in  a  helpless  gesture,  trying  to  reengage 
my  tired  brain  to  rational  thought,  to  bring  forth  acceptable  words  that  a  little 
boy  could  understand.  Again  his  eyes  caught  mine,  questioning  almost  pitifully, 
awaiting  mv  answer  which,  at  least  to  his  way  of  thinking,  would  make  everything 
right  and  would  make  reasonable  the  fact  that  this  thing  had  had  to  happen.  Pleadingly, 
he  looked  at  me;  and  I  choked  on  the  words,  "Son,  all  I  can  tell  you  is  that  it  was  for 
the  best.  .  God  knew  what  He  was  doing,  and  He  will  make  it  up  to  you.  Now  try  to 
think  of  happy  times  and  don't  think  of  this  terrible  thing  right  now."  A  futile  attempt 
on  my  part,  for  I  too  was  experiencing  an  inward  war  of  questions  that  all  of  my  spiri- 
tual reserves  could  not  quell  .... 

"Okay,  Daddy,  I'll  try."  With  that  he  smiled  a  faint  smile  with  all  the  strength  he 
could  muster,  and  clutching  my  hand  more  tightly,  he  said,  "Come  on,  Daddy,  let's 
go  outside." 

Outside,  the  birds  were  singing  and  the  sun  was  shining.  A  breeze  feathered  his 
hair,  and  he  brushed  it  back  from  his  forehead  as  he  had  done  so  many  times  before. 
He  would  grow  up,  not  without  trouble  and  not  without  painful  memories- -but  he  would 
grow  up  and  I  would  do  my  utmost  to  see  that  he  was  happy.  Other  winds  would  come  and 
other  sorrows  would  cloud  his  smile  .... 

"Listen  to  the  birds,  Daddy."  At  that  his  face  lit  up  with  former  happiness.  "You 
know,  .  .  ."  then  he  stopped  and  looked  back  toward  the  door  which  we  had  just  closed 
behind  us.  Again  he  looked  up  at  me. 

"Yes,  Son?"  I  tried  to  encourage  him  to  continue.  His  face  again  was  sad- -sad 
enough  to  break  the  heart  of  any  man. 

"You  know,   Daddy --somehow   I   feel  that  Mommy  can  hear  them  singing  too- - 
don't  you?" 

I  dropped  my  head.  "Yes,  Son;  I'm  sure  she  can." 

"But  you  know,  Daddy;  I  still  can't  understand  why  she  had  to  go  away." 

I  looked  at  him  and  could  not  answer,  for  neither  did  I  understand.  Accept  it  I  would, 
but  I  didn't  understand  .... 

Inside  in  a  flower -bedecked  casket  lay  a  beautiful  young  woman- -my  wife  and  his 
mother.  God  had  chosen  to  take  her  for  reasons  of  His  own.  My  pain  was  great  to  be 
sure,  but  that  pain  in  my  little  boy's  face --well,  it  made  me  want  to  hide. 

"I  don't  understand,  Daddy."  The  words  would  haunt  me  for  the  remainder  of  my 
life  and  would  be  amplified  each  time  he  looked  at  me  with  those  big,  searching  eyes. 

(The  incident  depicted  is  imaginary,  but  very  factual  in  that  it  has  occurred  numerous  times  in  the  past 
und  shall  be  a  definite  part  of  future  happenings.  If  it  should  happen  to  you,  how  would  you  cope  with  it? 
Would  you  be  able  to  explain  it  to  a  child's  satisfaction?  Would  you  yourself  be  able  to  accept  the  perfect  will  of 
God  in  regard  to  such  a  circumstance?  It  deserves  serious  thought,  for  the  morrow  might  very  well  hold  such  in 
store  for  many  of  us.) 
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How  Muck  Influence 

You  H  aver 


D 


o 


EVERYONE  has  some  influence 
on  the  people  they  come  into 
contact  with.  People  have  been  using 
their  influence  on  others  since  the 
beginning  of  time.  Just  as  surely 
as  Eve  was  influenced  by  the  ser- 
pent, and  Adam  by  Eve,  so  do  we 
influence  the  people  around  us.  We 
aren't  always  aware  of  the  im- 
pressions and  moods  we  pass  on  to 
others.  Unknowingly  we  may  start 
a  chain  reaction  that  has  many  far- 
reaching  results .  Are  these  good  re  - 
suits  or  evil? 

There  are  two  types  of  influence. 
The  first  is  the  bad  influence.  It  is 
called  "destructive"  because  it  de- 
stroys--people,  homes,  businesses, 
and  yes,  even  churches  and  God's 
work.  It  is  a  fact  that  evil  forces 
do  exist  in  our  world.  These  forces 
try  through  any  means  possible  to 
keep  people  away  from  God.  Look 
around  you  this  very  day  at  the  evils 
that  are  trying  to  entice  you  and  in- 
fluence you  to  go  to  them  for  help 
instead  of  going  to  God's  house. 
Things  like  drugs,  alcohol,  Satan 
churches,  crooked  politicians,  and 
the  wayward  look  or  touch  of  a 
sinful  man  or  woman- -these  in- 
fluences never  help  anyone.  They 
never  have  and  they  never  will. 
They  will  only  destroy  those  who 
give  in  to  them.  The  world  and 
worldiness  work  hand -in -hand  to  in- 
fluence you  in  doing  the  wrong  things. 
High  pressure  sales  and  double 
standards  are  normal  occurrences 
everyday.  It's  on  your  television, 
in  your  mail,  and  in  your  knowl- 
edge that  the  fellow  down  the  road 
has  taken  the  first  downward  steps. 

Is  this  all  because  we  live  in  a 
world  that  has  sophisticated  itself 
into  a  faster  pace  of  life  as  so  many 
believe?  Or  is  it  nearer  the  truth 
that  we  are  only  using  that  as  an 
excuse  to  sin  as  we  please  and  let 
others  do  the  same?  Are  we 
"copping -out"  on  what  God  really 
wants  us  to  do?  There  is  only  one 
way  you  can  go  if  you  choose  to  be 
a  destructive,  evil  influence  during 
your  life;  and  that  is,  out  of  the 
oven  and  straight  into  hellfire!  May 
God  have  mercy  on  your  soul. 

If  you  choose  to  use  the  other 
influence,  the  good  one,  you  will  be 
doing  a  constructive  service  to  your 
fellowman.  Each  time  you  use  your- 
self i  n  a    way  to  do  something  for 


by  Mrs.  Dianne  Raper 


God,  you  are  influencing  others  and 
are  encouraging  them  to  be  better. 
Everytime  you  react  in  a  better  way, 
those  around  you  will  go  to  others 
and  act  in  a  better  way.  There  is 
something  contagious  about  a  good 
Christian.  He  spreads  love  and 
beauty  and  godly  wisdom  wherever 
he  goes.  He  makes  the  day  better 
for  those  he  sees.  He  knows  his 
God  because  he  reads  about  Him  each 
day.  He  stays  in  close  contact 
with  his  Saviour  through  his  church 
services,  visiting  with  the  sick,  the 
needy,  the  old,  and  his  friends  and 
neighbors.  He  prays  to  his  God  often 
and  there  is  a  light  and  a  peaceful 
look  about  him  when  you  meet  him. 
You  know  if  you  have  a  problem 
he  will  listen  and  tell  you  to  take 
it  to  your  Saviour.  He  is  always 
ready  to  tell  strangers  about  his 
God. 

This  man  only  does  what  God 
expects  each  of  us  to  do  -  -  love  others , 
help  them,  lead  them  to  our  Saviour 
as  we  were  loved  and  helped  and 
led.  He  is  a  beautiful  person- -the 
good  Christian.  But  you  know  that 
we  could  be  that  type  of  Christian 
too.  We  could  be  a  good  influence 
for  God.  All  we  have  to  do  is 
say,  "Yes,  Lord,  I  will."  If  each 
of  us  try  a  little,  just  think  what  a 
nicer  community  we  would  live  in. 
God  be  with  you. 


HAVE  YOU  RENEWED  YOUR 


SUBSCRIPTION? 


CITY  AND  COUNTRY 


A  city  boy  has  many  things 

To  satisfy  his  needs. 
With  zoos  and  parks  and  swimming 
pools, 

A  busy  life  he  leads. 

A  country  boy  learns  life  itself- 
All   creatures   are   his  friends. 

His  dusty  feet  know  where  to  wade 
Down  where  the  cool  creek  bends. 

But  each  can  watch  a  sunset  red 
Or  touch  the  winter  snow. 

The  city  and  the  country  folk 
Both  see  God's  glories  glow. 

-Story  Trails. 


Paying  the  Price 

An  old  minister  sought  to  inspire  his 
somewhat  apathetic  audience.  Said  he: 
"This  church  must  get  up  and  walk." 
"Amen,"  exclaimed  a  pious  brother,  "let 
her  walk!" 

'This  church,"  added  the  minister, 
"must  run."  "Amen,  let  her  run,"  said 
the  saintly  man. 

"More  than  that,"  shouted  the  preach- 
er, encouraged  by  the  response,  "this 
church  must  fly."  "Amen,"  ejaculated 
the  pious  one,  "let  her  flyl" 

"Brethren,  it  takes  money  to  make  a 
church  flyl"  "Amen,"  came  from  the 
saint,  "let  her  walk."-CopIed. 


George,  did  you  notice  the  handsome 
fur  coat  worn  by  the  young  lady  in  front 
of  us  in  church  today?" 

"No,  my  dear,  I'm  afraid  I  didn't.  In 
fact  I  think  I  was  dozing  most  of  the 
time." 

"Indeed I  A  lot  of  good  it  does  you  to 
go  to  church." 

Comic  Books 

Did  you  know  that  seventy  million 
avid  readers  use  more  than  sixty  million 
copies  of  comic  books  every  year,  for 
which  they  pay  more  than  $30,000,000? 
More  than  297  separate  titles  roll  off  the 
presses  every  few  weeks,  and  readers 
range  from  small  children  to  university 
professors. 


for  Father's  Oayi  "  * 

;^*^oj&$  Most  Readafrte  Blbfe  *' 

$10.95  * 


&%  Graham  says,  "This  para- 
ptirase  communicates  the  message 
of  Ovist  to  our  generation.  Your 
reading  ft  will  give  you  a  new  un- 
derstanding of  the  kriphfces." 

Christian  Bookstore 
v$:0t)<i  Gift  Shop&V? 

I'V.'^.V^n  North  Lee  Street  vV* 

Aydep,  North  Carolina  2$5 13 
awFar ♦  branek  baxlksfoVeS  jft 
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SUNDAY,  JUNE  2,  1974 
Scripture  Reading-Nehemiah  2:20 

Something  Needed  Inside 
I  heard  of  a  poor  half-witted  fellow 
whose  companion,  working  beside  him, 
dropped  dead.  He  was  found  trying  to 
hold  up  the  dead  man,  trying  to  make 
him  stand  and  sit  upright.  Finding  his 
effort  without  avail,  he  was  saying  to 
himself,  "He  needs  something  inside 
him."  I  suspect  that  is  the  reason  we 
live  at  a  poor  dying  rate.  We  need  a 
living  Spirit  within  to  control  and  up- 
hold us. -Selected. 

Prayer  Thought 

Many  of  us  are  spiritually  dead.  We 
need  the  spirit  of  God  to  stimulate  us  to 
a   life  of  fulfillment  and  worthiness. 

MONDAY,  JUNE  3,  1974 
Scripture  Reading-John  8:12 

The  Cave  and  the  Sun 
There  is  an  allegory  written  for  the 
little  ones,  but  serviceable  to  the  grown 
folks:  Once  upon  a  time  a  Cave  lived 
under  the  ground,  as  caves  have  the  ha- 
bit of  doing.  It  had  spend  its  lifetime 
in  darkness.  It  heard  a  voice  calling  to 
it,  "Come  up  into  the  light;  come  and 
see  the  sunshine."  The  Cave  retorted, 
"I  don't  know  what  you  mean  there  isn't 
anything  but  darkness."  Finally  the 
Cave  ventured  forth  and  was  surprised  to 
see  light  everywhere.  Looking  up  to  the 
Sun  the  Cave  said,  "Come  with  me  and  see 
the  darkness."  The  Sun  asked,  "What  is 
darkness?"  The  Cave  replied,  "Come  and 
see."  One  day  the  Sun  accepted  the  in- 
vitation. As  it  entered  the  cave  it  said, 
"Now  show  me  your  darkness!"  But  there 
was  no  darkness. -Selected. 

Prayer  Thought 
When   the  Light  that  is  God  enters 
our  lives  we  no  longer  have  the  dark- 
ness of  worry  and  fear.     He  sheds  a 
light  of  understanding  and  compassion. 

TUESDAY,  JUNE  4,  1974 
Scripture  Reading-Acts  16:31 
A  Whole  Family  in  Heaven 
Testified  Rev.  H.  W.  Frost,  former 
director  of  China  Inland  Mission:  "Mrs. 


Frost  and  I  were  married  in  1883.  God 
gave  us  seven  children.  All  but  one 
were  married,  and  there  were  nine- 
teen grandchildren.  But  the  most  re- 
markable thing  of  all  is  that  each  one  of 
the  twenty- eight  persons  mentioned  is  a 
professing  Christian,  including  all  the 
grandchildren.  May  I  add  that  the  supreme 
joy  of  our  earthly  lives  is  found  in  the 
assurance  that  our  whole  family  will  be 
gathered,  in  time  to  come,  in  heavenly 
places  and  at  the  feet  of  Jesus. "-Al- 
liance Weekly. 

Prayer  Thought 
We  desire  the  best  of  everything  for 
our  loved  ones.  When  we  discover  God's 
plan  for  salvation  we  want  everyone  to  be 
able  to  receive  the  benefits  of  Chris- 
tianity. 

WEDNESDAY,  JUNE  5,  1974 
Scripture  Reading-Psalm  145:18 
Recipe  for  Rest 
When  at  night  you  sleepless  lie, 
And  the  weary  hours  drag  by- 
Lift  your  thoughts  to  God  above, 
Bending  down  to  you  in  love. 
Feel  His  presence  by  your  bed- 
His  soft  touch  upon  your  head. 
Let    your    last    thought   be  a  prayer, 
As  you  nestle  in  His  care; 
Ask  Him  all  your  way  to  keep, 
Then- why  then -drop  off  to  sleep. 

-Selected. 

Prayer  Thought 
The  above  lines  of  verse  afford  us 
consolation  in  these  trying  days  of 
anxiety  and  unsureness.  To  be  able  to  let 
God  assume  our  burden  of  worry  and 
enable  us  to  relax  is  in  itself  a  magni- 
ficient  achievement. 

THURSDAY,  JUNE  6,  1974 
Scripture  Reading-Exodus  15:2 
Sacrifice  and  Service 
People  talk  of  the  sacrifice  I  have 
made  in  spending  so  much  of  my  life 
in  Africa.  Can  that  be  called  a  sacri- 
fice which  is  simply  paid  back  as  a  small 
part  of  a  great  debt  owing  to  our  God, 
which  we  can  never  repay?  Is  that  a 
sacrifice  which  brings  its  own  best  re- 
ward in  heathful  activity,  the  conscious- 
ness of  doing  good,  peace  of  mind,  and 
a  bright  hope  of  a  glorious  destiny 
hereafter?  Away  with  the  word  in  such 
a  view,  and  with  such  a  thought!  It 
was  emphatically  no  sacrifice.  Say 
rather   it   is  a  privilege. -Livingstone. 

Prayer  Thought 
Do  we  have  the  proper  attitude  towards 
our  responsibility  to  God?  We  tend  to 
feel  that  God  owes  us  a  great  deal. 
How  often  do  we  stop  to  consider  all 
that  we  owe  Him? 

FRIDAY,  JUNE  7,  1974 
Scripture  Reading-Psalm  138:2 

Our  Part-and  God's 


On  a  slope  of  the  Alps  Mountains 
lived  a  little  hunchback,  himself  an  ardent 
admirer  of  the  beauties  about  him,  but 
unable  to  join  the  climbers.  His  daily 
business  was  to  minister  to  those  pass- 
ing, in  the  little  matters  related  to  their 
long  and  arduous  endeavor.  But  one  day 
a  famous  mountain  guide  said  to  him, 
"How  would  you  like  to  climb  the  moun- 
tain yourself?"  The  face  of  the  poor 
misshapen  man  beamed,  "I  should  like 
it  very  much,"  he  said,  "but,  of  course, 
I  cannot  do  it."  "Let's  try  it,"  said 
the  guide;  and  on  the  summit  the  grate- 
ful man  kneeled  down  to  pour  out  his 
soul  in  gratitude.  He  did  his  best; 
his  leader  did  the  rest. -Christian  Stan- 
dard. 

Prayer  Thought 
If  we  should  try  our  very  best  with  our 
God  as  our  Leader  think  of  the  wonderful 
works  we  would  be  capable  of  performing. 

SATURDAY,  JUNE  8,  1974 

Scripture  Reading-James  1:17 
Watch  forthe LittleThings 
Watch  for  the  little  things 

That  brighten  any  day; 
The  color  of  a  bird's  swift  wings, 

The  lovely  jeweled  spray 
Of  leaves  when  they  are  spangled  wet 

With  dew,  and  note  the  grass 
Running  like  music-watch  the  white 

High-flying  clouds  that  pass. 
Watch  for  the  kindly  deeds 

That  you  alone  can  do; 
Help  ever  with  the  simple  needs 

Of  loved  ones  nearest  you, 
And  when  the  day  with  all  it  brings: 

Has  swiftly  passed  away, 
'Twill  be  the  little  simple  things 

That  made  a  lovely  day. 

-Grace  Noll  Crowell. 

Prayer  Thought 
We  find  many  blessings  everyday  in 
our  walks  of  life.    Some  are  seemingl 
small  blessings,  without  which  our  lives 
would  be  so  very  empty. 

(Devotions  used  by  permission,) 
Knight's  Master  Book  of  New  Ulustra- 
tions,  Eerdmans  Press.) 


BOOKSTORE 

HOURS 

***** 

*  The  Ayden  Bible  and  Bookstore, 

*  located  at  the  Free  Will  Baptist 

*  Press  Foundation,  Inc.,  81 1  North 

*  Lee  Street,  Ayden,  North  Caro- 

*  lina,    observes    the  following 

*  hours: 

*  Monday-Friday— 8  a.m.  to  5  p.m. 

*  Saturday— 9  a.m.  to  5  p.m. 
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New  Growth 


BY  MRS.  ROYCI  MATTHEWS 


GRADUATION 

In  a  few  days,  hundreds  of  thou- 
sands of  young  men  and  women  will 
don  caps  and  gowns,  march  to  the 
strains  of  "Pomp  and  Circum- 
stance," thus  signifying  to  the  world 
that  they  know  everything. 

This  year  alone,  enough  technical 
know-how  will  be  emptied  into  society 
from  high  schools,  colleges,  and  uni- 
versities to  change  the  course  of 
human  history. 

You,  the  graduate,  are  now  ready 
to  converge  on  the  business  and 
intellectual  world,  bringing  to  reality 
your  soap-bubble  dreams  and  candy- 
land  plans. 

You  think  once  the  diploma  is 
grasped,  you  education  has  ended 
and  the  projected  good  life  just  begin- 
ning. On  the  contrary,  your  educa- 
tion is  just  beginning,  and  your 
projected  good  life  will  be  what  you 
make  it. 

You  may  find  that  straight  "A's" 
on  a  report  card  does  not  mean  as 
much  to  a  prospective  employer  as 
creativity,  initiative,  and  most  im- 
portant, a  willingness  to  work. 

Unfortunately,  Emily  Post's  man- 
ners, immaculate  English,  and  a 
knowledge  of  Shakespeare  may  not 
offset  a  prejudice  against  long  hair 
by  a  potential  employer.  But  you 
must  remember,  you  may  have  pre- 
judices of  your  own  against  the 
establishment. 

You,  beginning  your  course  in  hu- 
man relations,  will  soar  to  heights 
of  joy  not  before  dreamed;  but, 
there  will  also  be  bumps,  grinds, 
and    hard    knnoks    alone    thf>  wav 


by  the  Rev.  R.  P.  Harris 


Scriptural  Basis:  "And  now, 
Israel,  what  doth  the  LORD  thy 
(God  require  of  thee,  but  to  fear  the 
|LORD  thy  God,  to  walk  in  all  his 
ways,  and  to  love  him,  and  to  serve 
the  LORD  thy  God  with  all  thy 
heart  and  with  all  thy  soul"  (Deuter- 
onomy 10:12). 

IT  IS  THE  DUTY  OF  MAN 

TO  WITNESS  TO  OTHERS 

The  fruit  of  a  Christian  is  another 
Christian.  With  all  our  witnessing 
and  doing  good  there  must  be  the 
inevitable  winning  of  souls.  To 
fail  to  lead  a  single  soul  to  Christ 
means  that  we  will  face  God  empty- 
handed.  Jesus  Christ  is  our  Saviour 
and  He  is  the  only  one  who  can 
save  a  soul.  The  Christian  can 
only  witness  and  try  to  persuade 
people  to  come  to  Christ  for  salva- 
tion. This  may  cause  us  to  do 
many  things  that  in  a  way  look  foolish. 
Think  of  it  this  way:  suppose  you 
knew  that  someone  whom  you  love 
very  much  is  going  somewhere  that 
will  be  of  great  danger  and  might 
even  take  his  life;  would  you  warn 
him,  try  to  persuade  him  not  to  go, 
make  it  your  business  to  stop  him 
at  any  cost ,  or  just  simply  let  him 
go  right  on  to  his  own  destruction? 
Would  you  just  stand  by  and  let 
him  destroy  himself? 

In  Ezekiel  33:7  the  Holy  Spirit 
is  saying  "So  thou,  O  son  of  man, 
I  have  set  thee  a  watchman  unto  the 

!i  house  of  Israel;  therefore  thou  shalt 
hear  the  word  at  my  mouth,  and  warn 
them  from  me."  Christians  are 
watchmen  and  God  holds  us  responsi  - 
ble  for  the  safety  of  our  fellowmen. 
If  we  warn  them  and  they  heed  the 
Iwarning,  we  will  have  done  our  duty. 

1  'God  in  His  Word  says  that  if  we  do 
(this  we  will  have  delivered  our  souls. 
It  is  also  made  very  clear  that  if 
jwe  fail  to  warn  our  fellowmen  and 


they  are  destroyed  that  we  shall  be 
held  accountable  for  them.  Their 
death  will  be  charged  to  our  ac- 
count, making  us  murderers;  and, 
no  murderer  can  inherit  the  kingdom 
of  God. 

The  business  of  the  Christian  is  to 
preach  Jesus  to  the  unsaved.  Many 
people  do  not  like  to  be  preached 
to.  Some  resent  it  greatly  but  we 
have  to  find  a  way  to  get  God's 
message  across  to  the  ungodly  and  the 
sinner.  This  may  mean  that  we 
shall  make  or  diligently  search  for 
means  and  methods  whereby  we  can 
persuade  the  unsaved  sincerely  to 
listen  and  hear  us  out.  Any  plausi- 
ble method  of  persuasion  may  be 
used.  Sometimes  our  method  may  be 
drastic.  Most  anybody  can  under- 
stand why  a  doctor  will  take  all 
kinds  of  risks  to  save  the  life  of 
his  patient.  Many  times  doctors 
place  their  own  security  and  even 
their  own  lives  on  the  line  in  order 
to  save  the  physical  life  of  a  patient. 
He  will  go  all  out  to  persuade  the 
patient  that  it  is  indeed  a  very 
serious  life  or  death  matter. 

The  Christian  must  prepare  him- 
self with  a  knowledge  of  the  Scrip- 
tures, especially  as  it  pertains  to 
salvation  of  souls  through  the  per- 
son of  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ.  Af- 
ter all,  one  can  do  like  Philip  did 
in  Acts  8:35  where  it  is  stated  in 
these  words:  "Then  Philip  opened 
his  mouth,  and  began  at  the  same 
scripture,  and  preached  unto  him  Je- 
sus." 

Opinion  is  free,  facts  are  scarce 


ARE  YOU  RECEIVING 
YOUR  "BAPTIST"? 

Subscribers  to  "The  Free  Will  Baptist,' 
are  you  receiving  your  "Baptist"  regu- 
larly? If  not  there  could  be  a  number 
of  reasons.  Listed  below  are  some 
reasons  why  you  may  not  be  getting 
your  paper: 

Not  the  Correct  Street  Address 

Not  the  Correct  Route  and  Box  Number 

Not  the  Correct  Post  Office  Box 

Not  the  Correct  Town  or  City  with  Zip 
Code 

Not  the  Correct  Name 

Please  check  this  list  and  see  if  any 
of  these  reasons  apply  to  you.  Also  if 
you  have  a  change  of  address  or  name, 
please  let  us  know  immediately  so  you 
will  not  miss  an  issue  of  "The  Free  Will 
Baptist."    Thank  you. 


All  the  ups  and  downs  experienced 
by  seeing  establishments  revamped, 
soap-bubble  dreams  realized,  and 
candy -land  plans  fulfilled  are  worth 
nothing  without  God  in  the  center. 
Without  Him ,  you  may  as  well  be  a 
society  dropout. 

I  challenge  you,  graduate,  accept- 
ing the  coveted  diploma,  to  turn 
loose  completely  to  the  Lord.  Be  led 
by  Him,  motivated  by  Him,  and  pro- 
pelled by  Him.  You  will  become  a 
walking  miracle  and  a  legend  in  your 
own  time. 


V  -  ital 
I  —  nterest 
S  —  ends  us 
I  -  nto 
T  —  he  home. 


THE  FREE  WILL  BAPTIST 


5 


I 

I 


Bethel  Church  Announces 
Revival  Services 


Revival  services  are  scheduled  for 
Bethel  Free  Will  Baptist  Church, 
Route  1,  Merritt,  North  Carolina, 
for  the  week  of  June  3-8,  beginning 
each  evening  at  eight  o'clock.  The 
visiting  evangelist  will  be  the  Rev. 
Johnnie  Bullman  of  Spartanburg, 
South  Carolina.  The  pastor,  the 
Rev.  James  E.  Howard,  will  be  as- 
sisting in  the  services  which  will 
feature  good  gospel  preaching  and 
special  music  throughout  the  week. 

This  will  be  the  first  time  Mr. 
Bullman  has  been  in  Pamlico  County 
for  a  meeting;  so  the  pastor  and  the 
church  membership  extend  to  all  the 
churches  in  the  vicinity  a  special 
invitation  to  attend  to  enjoy  this  time 
of  spiritual  refreshment.  Your  pray- 
ers are  also  solicited  that  many  souls 
will  be  blessed  during  these  series 
of  services. 

On  the  following  Sunday,  June  9, 
the  Bethel  church  will  observe  its 
annual  homecoming.  All  former 
pastors  and  members  are  cordially 
invited  to  attend. 

Special  Pre -Mother's  Day  Service 
At  Little  Creek  Church 

On  Sunday,  May  5,  the  Little  Creek 
Free  Will  Baptist  Church,  Route  1, 
Ayden,  North  Carolina,  held  a  special 
pre -Mother's  Day  services  with  the 


pastor,  the  Rev.  David  C.  Hansley, 
delivering  the  morning  message.  At 
the  conclusion  of  the  message,  Mrs. 
Hagar  Blanchard,  assistant  vice- 
president  of  the  woman's  auxiliary, 
asked  for  the  youngest  mother  pres- 
ent, Mrs.  Wanda  Forrest,  and  the 
oldest  mother  present,  Mrs.  W.  A. 
McLawhorn,  to  come  forward.  As 
Mrs.  Forrest  and  Mrs.  McLawhorn 
stood  behind  a  large  red  and  white 
heart,  Mrs.  Forrest  lifted  from  the 
heart  a  corsage  of  red  roses  which 
she  presented  to  Mrs.  McLawhorn. 
As  the  two  mothers  stood  behind  the 
heart,  each  member  of  the  congrega- 
tion came  forward  and  placed  in  the 
heart  a  rose  which  had  previously 
been  given  them  as  they  entered 
the  sanctuary.  The  members  also 
made  a  presentation  of  money 
towards  the  building  fund  of  the 
church.  This  was  truly  a  very  im- 
pressive service. 

Revival  and  Homecoming 
At  Oak  Grove  Church 

Revival  services  are  scheduled  for 
Oak  Grove  Free  Will  Baptist  Church, 
Route  3,  Elm  City,  North  Carolina, 
the  week  of  June  3-8.  Services  will 
begin  each  evening  at  7:30  with  the 
Rev.  Carl  Shooks  of  Spartanburg, 
South  Carolina,  as  the  guest  min- 
ister. The  pastor  will  be  assisting 
in  each  service  which  will  feature 
special  singing  each  evening. 

On  Sunday,  June  9,  the  Oak  Grove 
church  will  observe  its  annual  home- 
coming service  with  a  picnic  lunch 
served  on  the  church  grounds  at  the 
noon  hour .  The  pastor  and  the  church 
membership  invite  all  former 
pastors,  members,  friends,  and 
the  public  to  attend  both  the  revival 
services  and  the  homecoming. 


Coming  Events  .  . . 

June  25,  26-General  Conference  of 
Original  Free  Will  Baptist,  Hearen 
Circle  Church,  Spartanburg,  South 
Carolina 


Churches  and  Ministers 
Available 

(  Note:  This  column  is  provided,  when 
needed,  for  any  church  that  is  seeking  a 
pastor  and  for  any  minister  who  is  seeking 
a  church  to  serve  and  would  like  to  give 
such  notice.  Please  send  the  necessary  in- 
formation to  the  editor  of  "The  Free  Will 
Baptist."  Each  notice  will  run  for  two  is- 
sues only.) 


The  Rev.  W.  L.  Brickhouse 
announces  that  he  is  available  for 
full-time  or  part-time  pastoral  work. 
Any  church  interested  in  his  ser- 
vices may  write  Mr.  Brickhouse  at 
Route  2,  Box  259,  Columbia,  North 
Carolina  27925,  or  call  Columbia 
796-5076. 


The  Highland  Pines  Free  Will  Bap- 
tist Church,  Hamlet,  North  Carolina, 
is  in  need  of  a  full-time  pastor. 
Any  minister  with  experience  and 
interested  in  serving  this  church, 
please  call  Mr.  A.  B.  Brown  after 
6  p.  m.  at  (919)  582-4142. 


The  First  Original  Free  Will  Bap- 
tist Church  of  Wilmington,  North 
Carolina,  is  seeking  a  full-time 
pastor.  Any  minister  interested  in 
serving  this  church  may  contact  Mr. 
Tommy  Everson,  Route 4,  Glynnwood 
M.  H.  P.,  Wilmington,  North  Caro- 
lina 28401;  or  telephone  (919)  799- 
2674. 


Wilmington  Church  to  Present 
Gospel  Sing  June  1 

The  First  Original  Free  Will  Bap- 
tist Church,  Highway  132  South,  Wil- 
mington, North  Carolina, will  present 
a  gospel  sing  Saturday  evening,  June 
1,  beginning  at  7:30.  The  sing  will 
be  featuring  the  "Four  in  Christ" 
singers.  Everyone  is  cordially  in- 
vited to  attend. 


A  Dutch  farmer  in  South  Africa 
used  to  sit  on  a  stone  ridge  that 
crossed  his  farm  and  mourn  over  the 
sterility  of  his  land.  He  was  only 
too  happy  to  sell  it  for  $25,000. 
But  the  man  who  bought  the  farm 
opened  a  gold  mine  right  under  the 
rocky  ridge  where  the  farmer  used 
to  sit  and  pity  himself. 
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Greenville  Church  Dedicates  Mew  Facility 


THE  First  Free  Will  Baptist 
Church  of  Greenville,  North 
Carolina,  dedicated  its  new  church 
facility  Sunday,  May  19. 

During  the  eleven  o'clock  worship 
hour,  the  Rev.  Charles  Crisp,  pastor, 
delivered  the  dedicatory  sermon. 
Special  music  was  provided  by  the 
church  choir  and  the  church  quartet 
under  the  direction  of  Mr.  David 
Barker,  minister  of  music,  with 
Mrs.  Ruth  Taylor  at  the  organ.  The 
dedication  vows  were  read  respon- 
sively  and  the  dedication  prayer  was 
led  by  the  pastor. 

J.  H.  Hudson,  Inc.,  engineers  and 
contractors,  pointed  out  that  the 
exterior  design  of  the  sanctuary  and 
■education  facilities  are  con- 
Jtemporary  in  style.  The  facade  of 
lithe  sanctuary  features  a  steep - 
jlsloped  roof  above  stained  pilasters. 
1  The  focal  point  of  the  facade  is  a 
Jlarge  stained  glass  window  which 
1  allows  light  to  filter  in  on  the  bap- 


tistry area  and  choir.  A  white 
steeple  spire  rises  70  feet  above  the 
floor  level. 

The  sanctuary,  contemporary  in 
design,  has  upholstered  pew  seating 
for  312  persons  and  48  in  the  choir 
area.  Folding  partitions  open  an 
expansion  area  to  provide  seating 
for  an  additional  90  persons.  The 
sanctuary  floor  is  covered  with  a 
gold  tweed  carpet.  Two  robing  and 
changing  rooms  and  the  baptistry  are 
included  behind  the  choir  area. 

A  15 -classroom  educational  wing 
accommodates  220  persons.  A  study, 
kitchen,  and  two  rest  rooms  are  in- 
cluded in  the  wing.  The  educational 
wing  is  carpeted  with  an  orange 
tweed  carpet.  Folding  partitions 
open  to  provide  a  dining  and  assem- 
bly area  next  to  the  kitchen. 

Paved  drives  and  parking  areas 
provide  space  for  approximately  100 
cars.     The  building  provides  7,483 


square  feet  of  heated  and  air-con- 
ditioned floor  space. 

The  congregation  moved  into 
the  new  church  sanctuary  on  March 
17.  They  had  used  the  old  facili- 
ties at  the  corner  of  Eleventh  and 
Forbes  Streets  since  1915. 

The  woman's  auxiliary  provided 
refreshments  and  the  YFA  conducted 
tours  of  the  building  during  an  "open 
house"  reception  from  2-4  p.  m. 
The  church  reports  a  great  day  in 
the  Lord  was  enjoyed  by  all  in  at- 
tendance. 


WORK  MORE  ON  YOUR  KNEES 

A  preacher,  while  watching  a  marble 
cutter  at  work,  exclaimed:  "I  wish  I 
could  deal  such  clanging  blows  on  stony 
hearts!"  The  workman  replied:  "May- 
be you  could  if  you  worked  like  me,  on 
your  knees.— The  Free  Methodist. 
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MOUNT  OLIVE.  NORTH  CAROLINA 

More  Than  500  Attend 
Commencement  Exercises  at  MOC 

»  V  L 

M . 

^Rj^M^i'    i»  *   If  Bj 

Students  shown  receiving  awards  at  the  Mount  Olive  College  graduation  exercises 
are  left  to  right:  Kathy  Jo  Brickhouse,  Katherine  Price,  Connie  Hollow  ell,  Gary 
Aswell,  Perrett  Award;  James  Carlton  Lucas,  Jordan  Award;  Dr.  L.  K.  Jordan; 
Debra  McKeel,  Johnson  Award;  Sarah  Elizabeth  Powell,  Martin  Award;  and  Freddie 
Fate  Boykin,  male  graduate  with  highest  academic  average. 


Eighty-five  students  were  awarded 
degrees  from  Mount  Olive  College 
Friday  night,  May  10,  at  7  p.  m., 
on  the  lawn  of  the  Moye  Library  on 
the  new  campus. 

The  honorable  Sam  D.  Bundy,  com- 
mencement speaker,  encouraged  the 
graduates  to  improve,  build,  and  ded- 
icate themselves  to  the  love  of  God, 
country,  and  freedom  because  "you 
must  live  for  something  as  nobody 
gets  anywhere  without  purpose." 

Dr.  Hilda  Owens,  dean  of  students, 
announced  the  names  of  graduates 
who  had  been  selected  for  honors 
and  academic  awards. 

James  Carlton  Lucas  of  Kinston 
received  the  Jordan  Award  which  is 
given  annually  to  the  graduating 
student  who  has  evidenced  the  most 
outstanding  qualities  of  citizenship 
during  his  period  of  enrollment.  The 
recipient  is  chosen  by  the  student 
body. 

Dr.  Lyndon  K.  Jordan  of  Smith- 
field,  son  of  the  late  L.  K.  Jor- 
dan of  Mount  Olive  for  whom  the 
award  was  named,  presented  a 
plaque  to  Lucas. 

Lucas,  who  is  the  son  of  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  James  C.  Lucas  of  Kinston, 
is  an  ordained  Free  Will  Baptist 
minister. 


While  a  student  at  Mount  Olive 
College  he  was  chairman  of  the  Men's 
Dormitory  Council,  a  member  of  the 
Student  Government  Association,  the 
chorus,  the  Mount  Olive  Singers,  and 
president  of  Kappa  Chi. 

He  was  also  selected  for  listing 
in  Who's  Who  Among  Students  in 
American  Junior  Colleges. 

Sarah  Elizabeth  Powell,  daughter 
of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Tommie  B.  Powell 
of  Goldsboro,  received  the  Martin 
Award.  It  is  presented  annually  to 
the  student  with  the  highest  academic 
average  for  two  years  of  study  at 
Mount  Olive  College. 

The  Martin  Award  is  presented  by 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Robert  R.  Martin  of 
Mount  Olive,  in  honor  of  Mr.  Mar- 
tin's parents,  Leon  and  Bertha 
Reaves  Martin. 

Dr.  Owens  announced  that  four  stu- 
dents had  achieved  academic  distinc- 
tion to  win  the  Perrett  Award.  This 
award  is  presented  annually  to  the 
freshman  student  with  the  highest 
academic  average. 

Receiving  the  awards  were  Connie 
Hollowell,  daughter  of  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Carl  E.  Hollowell  of  Goldsboro; 
Kathy  Price,  daughter  of  Mr.  and 
Mrs.    Pinkney   A.    Price  of  Seven 


Springs;  Gary  Aswell,  son  of  Mrs. 
Lessie  Best  ,  Aswell  of  Four  Oaks; 
and  Kathy  Brickhouse,  daughter  of 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  J.  Edmond  Brick- 
house of  Columbia. 

All  four  recipients  had  a  perfect 
4.0  average.  The  award  is  given 
by  Mrs.  Michael  J.  Perrett.  Her 
late  husband  was  for  many  years 
professor  of  French  at  the  College. 

Debra  McKeel  of  Micro  received;! 
the  Johnson  Award  given  each  yearj 
to  the  most  outstanding  student  in) 
business. 


STUDENT  GOVERNMENT 
OFFICERS 


Three  new  executive  officers  of  the; 
Student  Government  Association 
were  installed  during  recent  awards; 
day  ceremonies  at  Mount  Olive. 
College  president,  Dr.  Burkette; 
Raper,  extreme  right,  is  shown  con-  i 
gratulating  the  new  leaders,  who  are! 
left  to  right:  treasurer,  Kathy  Brick- 
house of  Sound  Side  Free  Will  Baptist 
Church,  Columbia;  secretary,  Vicki; 
Strickland  of  Wendell;  and  president,  ! 
James  Cahooiv  of  Sound  Side  Free; 
Will  Baptist  Church,  Columbia. 


The  lady  gave  Tommy  an  orange. 
"What  do  you  say  to  the  lady, 
Tommy?"  asked  his  mother. 

"Peel  it,"  said  Tommy. 


ATTENTION! 

Since  Larry  Coats,  a  former  mem- 
ber of  the  Cape  Fear  Coference, 
has  left  the  Original  Free  Will  Bap- 
tist Denomination  and  has  led  his 
church  independent;  we,  the  Ordain- 
ing Council  of  the  Cape  Fear  Con- 
ference of  Original  Free  Will  Bap- 
tists, declare  that  the  said  Larry 
Coats  is  not  in  good  standing  as  an 
ordained  minister,  and  we  declare 
his  credentials  null  and  void. 

This  the  eleventh  day  of  May, 
1974. 

Signed, 

R.  H.  Jackson,  Secretary 
ORDAINING  Council 
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Religious  Contributions 
April,  1974 


Albermarle  Conference 

Corinth 

$  10.00 

Hickory  Chapel 

25.00 

Malachi  Chapel 

50.00 

Mount  Tabor 

89.53 

Sunday  School  Convention 

92.61 

Plymouth 

200.00 

Sidney 

25.00 

Saint  Paul 

165.00 

$  657.14 

Blue  Ridge  Association 

Cedar  Hill 

$  17.57 

Cape  Fear  Conference 

Hopewell 

$  1,250.90 

Johnston  Union 

112.00 

Lee's  Chapel 

193.84 

Palmer  Memorial 

66.69 

Pleasant  Grove 

200.00 

St.  Mary's  Grove 

55.00 

Shady  Grove 

410.00 

Smyrna 

50.00 

Smithfield 

250.00 

West  Clinton 

42.46 

Wooten's  Chapel 

31.50 

$  1,537.39 

Central  Conference 

Aspen  Grove 

$  255.97 

Ayden 

105.00 

Bethany 

39.43 

Black  Jack 

200.00 

Community 

53.27 

Dilda's  Grove 

25.00 

Edgewood 

95.00 

Faith 

20.00 

Free  Union 

456.50 

Friendship 

556.87 

Greenville 

70.00 

Hickory  Grove 

30.00 

Little  Creek 

55.00 

Second  Union 

10.43 

Fourth  Union 

186.80 

Ormondsville 

63.00 

Peace 

13.00 

Reedy  Branch 

55.00 

Rocky  Mount 

200.00 

Rose  Hill 

60.21 

Rose  of  Sharon 

30.00 

Spring  Branch 

18.72 

Winterville 

80.15 

$  2,679.35 

Eastern  Conference 

Antioch 

$  40.00 

Bethlehem 

127.99 

THE  FREE  WILL  BAPTIST 

JJl  1  UgCLUll 

173.00 

RtmHqH  f^hanpl 

5.00 

f"V»T*P  {"'T'PPic 
L/UI  C   \sl  CCA 

81.43 

frah  Point 

45.01 

Dppd  Run 

75.00 

T)i  ihl  i  n  flrnvp 

LJXA.Ull.il  vJ 1  v/VC 

69.32 

Faith 

10.00 

Hi  1 1 Qhpvrv 

OllloUvl  1  V 

10.00 

46.00 

Tark^on  Hpiffhts 

84.88 

Tuninpr  ChaDel 

80.00 

5.00 

T  anipr'c;  (""hanpl 

10.00 

Eastern  Aux.  Convention 

145.00 

Pnl  a  .Tonps 

5.00 

Fifth  SS  Convention 

45.00 

Fifth  Union 

I    1 1  Li  1    KJ  U1U11 

75.00 

Third  Union 

100.00 

Moseley's  Creek 

33.20 

New  Bethlehem 

28.09 

New  Haven 

56.35 

Oak  Grove 

5.00 

Rock  of  Zion 

39.12 

Saint's  Delight 

400.00 

Sandy  Plain 

15.00 

Sarecta 

74.65 

Snow  Hill 

239.66 

Spring  Hope 

50.00 

St.  Mary's 

515.00 

Whaley's  Chapel 

25.00 

Woodington 

35.00 

$  2,748.70 

Pee  Dee  Association 

First  Union  $ 

100.00 

Auxiliary  Convention 

36.44 

White  Oak 

157.50 

$ 

293.94 

Piedmont  Conference 

Bethany  $ 

33.34 

Christ 

10.00 

Mt.  Olive 

9.37 

$ 

52.71 

Toe  River  Association 

Roaring  Creek  $ 

75.00 

Western  Conference 

Barnes  Hill  $ 

71.00 

Branch  Chapel 

122.26 

Calvary 

395.00 

Elwood  Lane 

15.62 

Everett's  Chapel 

86.68 

Friendship 

55.00 

Little  Rock 

49.50 

Marsh  Swamp 

40.00 

Memorial  Chapel 

160.00 

Milbournie 

108.00 

First  Union 

156.82 

New  Sandy  Hill 

25.00 

People's  Chapel 

200.00 

Pine  Level 

95.00 

Pleasant  Grove 

10.00 

Pleasant  Hill 

76.90 

Rosebud 

5.00 

Sherron  Acres 

125.00 

Stancil's  Chapel 

34.27 

Stoney  Creek 

325.00 

Stony  Hill 

25.00 

St.  Mary's 

294.77 

Union  Chapel 

130.00 

Union  Grove 

188.60 

Wilson 

50.00 

$  2  844  42 

Laurel  City,  W.  Va. 

$  41.23 

OthPT*  Rplipinim 

Baptist  Tabernacle 

$  75.00 

Total  Contributions 

«i 1  022  45 

Memorial  Gifts  fop  Appil 

Memorial  gifts  to  the  Children's 
Home  for  April  totaled  $25,  and 
were  given  by  the  following:  In 
memory  of  Mr.  Anthony  King  by 
Sandy  Plain  Free  Will  Baptist  Church 
and  in  memory  of  Mrs.  A.  B.  Bryan 
by  Mr.  and  Mrs. .  Bryant  S.  Hall. 

CENTRAL  YOUTH 
CONFERENCE 

The  Central  Youth  Conference  held 
its  meeting  at  the  Children's 
Home  on  Saturday,  May  11.  Their 
program  consisted  of  special  singing 
by  various  groups  and  a  business 
session.  After  their  meeting,  they 
held  a  cookout  for  everyone  at  the 
Home.  Everyone  in  attendance  had 
a  wonderful  time.  We  at  the  Home 
hope  they  choose  to  meet  here  again 
real  soon. 

Helping  and  participating  in  the 
cookout  also  was  the  Sandy  Plain 
Free  Will  Baptist  Church  at  Pink 
Hill,  North  Carolina. 

SUNDRY   ITEMS  NEEDED 

Right  now,  the  Home  is  in  need 
of  luggage  for  the  children.  We  need 
the  overnight  size  bags,  either  the 
rigid  type  or  cloth  type  will  be  fine. 

Also,  twin-size  bedspreads  are 
very  badly  needed.  If  anyone  has  a 
specific  child  they  would  like  to 
purchase  bedspreads  for,  they  can 
check  with  the  child  or  houseparent 
for  the  color  and  type  needed.  How- 
ever, as  we  have  bedrooms  of  al- 
most every  color,  this  would  not  be 
a  problem. 

Our  cottages  also  need  vacuum 
cleaners.  We  need  six  of  the  regu- 
lar home  type. 

Your  help  in  securing  these  much 
needed  items  will  be  greatly  ap- 
preciated. 
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GUM  SWAMP  CHURCH  AUXILIARY  CHARTER 
MEMBERS  HONORED 


The  Gum  Swamp  Free  Will  Bap- 
tist Church,  Route  5,  Greenville, 
North  Carolina,  honored  its  charter 
members  at  the  May  auxiliary  meet- 
ing. 

Mrs.  Marie  Carraway  presented 
the  monthly  program,  combining  re- 
marks of  recognition  and  praise  of 
the  wonderful  and  faithful  life  of  the 
charter  members.  They  were  com- 
mended for  the  good  work  they  had 
done  in  the  church  and  the  com- 
munity, and  the  good  influence  their 
work  and  faithful  living  has  had  in  the 
lives  of  others.  Their  good  deeds 
will  greatly  influence  the  lives  of 
future  generations  as  they  are  passed 
on  through  the  lives  of  those  who 
are  familiar  with  righteous  living. 
These  charter  members  have  trusted 
in  God  for  their  strength,  support, 
and  guidance  .  They  have  learned 
always  to  be  content,  to  put  their 
trust  in  God  daily,  and  to  help  others. 

On  the  table  was  a  Bible,  a  candle, 
and  a  pair  of  praying  hands  that 
Marie  used  as  examples  which  these 
women  followed  in  their  daily  living. 
The  Bible  represented  God's  Word 
in  which  they  believed  and  trusted, 
living  according  to  its  precepts.  The 
candle  represented  the  light  they  have 
shown  to  others  throughout  the  years 
by  their  Christian  living.  The  pray- 
ing hands  repesented  their  belief  in 
prayer  and  offering  of  thanks. 

Mrs.  Janette  Spain  sang  a  beauti- 
ful song  for  them,  composing  the 
words  to  fit  the  occasion.  Mrs. 
Peggy  Williams  presided  over  the 
meeting. 

It  was  sometime  in  the  twenties 
that  the  Gum  Swamp  Woman's  Auxil- 
iary was  organized  with  seven  ladies 
present  who  also  joined.  It  was  then 
called  the  Ladies  Aid  Society.  All 
but  three  of  the  charter  members  are 
deceased.  The  three  members  re- 
mainig  today  are:  Mrs.  Kellie  Clark, 
Mrs.  Hettie  Manning,  andMrs.  Annie 
Morris.  The  four  deceased  members 
were:  Mrs.  Josephine  Fleming,  Mrs. 
H.  L.  Lewisb,  Mrs.  Zadie  Teel, 
and  Mrs.  Daisy  Moore. 

At  the  beginning  of  the  May  meet- 
ing, corsages  were  pinned  on  the  re- 
maining charter  members,  and  they 
were  asked  to  sit  together  on  the  front 


pew  of  the  church.  At  the 
conclusion  of  the  meeting  they  were 


given  gifts  of  a  silver  pin  with  their 
names  engraved  on  them. 

Favorable  remarks  and  comments 
were  spoken  of  the  older  women 
who  joined  shortly  after  the  auxiliary 
was  organized,  and  have  served  faith- 
fully throughout  the  years,  along  with 
the  charter  members.  It  cannot 
be  too  strongly  emphasized  that  in 
order  to  improve  conditions  a  great 
deal  of  hard  work  is  entailed.  These 
ladies  know  this  and  realize  the 
need  to  pray  for  God's  guidance  and 
the  giving  of  themselves  in  carrying 
out  the  mission  work  of  the  auxiliary. 
(Continued  on  Page  15) 


Almonds 

Barleycake 

Beans 

Beetles 

Bread 

Butter 

Broth 

Cheese 

Cucumber 

Egg 

Fig 

Fish 

Fruit 

Garlic 

Grapes 


BIBLE  TIMES 

Food 

by  Mrs.  Royce  Matthews 
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Grasshopper 

Herbs 

Honey 

Leek 

Lentil 

Locust 

Meal 

Melon 

Mutton 

Nuts 

Oil 

Olive 

Onion 

Corn 

Pomegranate 


Salt 

Spices 

Veal 

Venison 

Vinegar 

Wine 

Quail 

Raisin 


Use  some  of  the  remaining  letters 
to  find  this  blessed  promise: 
"Blessed  are  the  pure  in  heart: 
for  they  shall  see  God"  (Matthew 

5:8). 
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BIBLE 


QUESTIONS 

and 
ANSWERS 


Conducted  by  J.  P.  BARROW 
Route  1,  Box  475,  LaGrange,  North  Carolina  28551 


Question:  Does  Ezekiel  28:25,  26 
teach  that  Israel  is  to  be  returned 
to  Palestine  as  their  home  on  earth 
and  that  God  will  punish  the  nations 
that  were  used  to  scatter  Israel 
and  to  punish  her  in  other  ways? 
(Continued  from  Last  Issue) 
The  following  are  Scriptures  that 
indicate  that  God  overruled  in  men's 
hearts  to  the  degree  that  when  Israel 
insisted  in  living  a  sinful  life  He 
provide  means  through  other  sin- 
ful people  to  carry  her  away  into 
captivity  as  punishment  for  such  dis- 
obedience and  that  He  will  return 
Israel  when  she  repents  and  will  bring 
punishment  upon  those  wicked  Gentile 
nations  that  so  badly  treated  Israel. 
"The  Lord  GOD  hath  sworn  by  his 
holiness,  that,  lo,  the  days  shall 
jcome  upon  you,  that  he  will  take  you 
away  with  hooks,  and  your  posterity 
with  fishhooks  ....  Therefore 
will  I  cause  you  to  go  into  captivity 
beyond  Damascus,  saith  the  LORD, 
whose  name  is  The  God  of  hosts 
....  Though  they  dig  into  hell, 
thence  shall  mine  hand  take  them; 
though  they  climb  up  to  heaven, 
thence  will  I  bring  them  down:  .  .  . 
Behold,  the  eyes  of  the  Lord  GOD 
are  upon  the  sinful  kingdom,  and  I 
will  destroy  it  from  off  the  face  of 
the  earth;  saving  that  I  will  not  utterly 
destroy  the  house  of  Jacob,  saith  the 
LORD.  For,  lo,  I  will  command, 
and  I  will  sift  the  house  of  Israel 
among  all  nations,  like  as  corn  is 
sifted  in  a  sieve,  yet  shall  not  the 
least  grain  fall  upon  the  earth  .... 
In  that  day  will  I  raise  up  the  tab- 
ernacle of  David  that  is  fallen,  and 
close  up  the  breaches  thereof;  and  I 
will  raise  up  his  ruins,  and  I  will 
build  it  as  in  the  days  of  old:  .  .  . 
And  I  will  bring  again  the  captivity 
of  my  people  of  Israel,  and  they 
shall  build  the  waste  cities,  and  in- 
habit them;  and  they  shall  plant 
vineyards ,  and  drink  the  wine  thereof ; 
they  shall  also  make  gardens,  and  eat 
the  fruit  of  them.  And  I  will  plant 
them  upon  their  land,  and  they  shall 
no  more  be  pulled  up  out  of  their 
land  which  I  have  given  them,  saith 
the  LORD  thy  God"  (Amos  4:2;  5:27; 
9:2,  8,  9,  11,   14,  15).    Here  God 


warns  Israel  that  she  is  provoking 
Him  to  send  her  into  captivity. 

He  also  lets  her  know  that  when  she 
repents  He  will  reclaim  her.  (Read 
Micah  4:7,  12,  13;  5:5-7,  9,  12,  15.) 

Then  there  is  the  teaching  to  be 
found  in  the  Bible  that  God  set  Israel 
aside  because  she  turned  from  faith 
in  God.  Also,  while  she  is  set 
aside,  He  forms  the  church;  but, 
when  the  church  through  unbelief 
turns  from  God  He  will  depose  of 
her  and  will  reclaim  Israel  as  she 
turns  to  Christ  in  faith.  (See  Rev- 
elation 3:14-16;  Romans  11:5,  15, 
17,  18,  21-25,  27;  Jeremiah  50: 
17-20.) 

We  are  told  in  the  Scriptures  that 
Christ  will  rule  Israel  in  her  land 
1,000  years.  (See  Revelation 20: 2 -7.) 
We  are  also  told  that  He  will  reign 
with  the  members  of  the  true  church, 
sitting  with  Him  in  His  throne  in  a 
similar  manner  to  that  of  Him  now 
sitting  with  His  Father  in  His  throne, 
and  this  will  be  an  everlasting  king- 
dom. What  a  wonderful  and  glorious 
day  we  who  are  in  Christ  and  love 
Him  have  to  look  forward  to! 

He  is  still  calling  to  the  unsaved 
while  it  is  day  in  the  world,  that  they 
come  join  us,  saying:  "Come  now, 
and  let  us  reason  together,  saith  the 
LORD:  though  your  sins  be  as 
scarlet,  they  shall  be  as  white  as 
snow;  though  they  be  red  like  crim- 
son, they  shall  be  as  wool"  (Isaiah 
1:18);  "Seek  ye  the  LORD  while  he 
may  be  found,  call  ye  upon  him  while 
he  is  near:  Let  the  wicked  forsake 
his  way,  and  the  unrighteous  man  his 
thoughts:  and  let  him  return  unto 
the  LORD,  and  he  will  have  mercy 
upon  him;  and  to  our  God,  for  he  will 
abundantly  pardon"  (Isaiah  55:6,  7); 
"For  he  that  soweth  to  his  flesh 
shall  of  the  flesh  reap  corruption; 
but  he  that  soweth  to  the  Spirit  shall 
of  the  Spirit  reap  life  everlasting" 
(Galatians  6:8). 


Schoolteacher:  "Johnny,  can  you 
tell  me  the  difference  between  per- 
severance and  obstinacy?" 

Johnny:  "One  is  a  strong  will 
and  the  other  is  a  strong  won't." 


A  friend  of  mine,  an  evangelist, 
told  me  of  preaching  in  a  prison 
chapel  one  Sunday  to  twelve  hundred 
men.  Sitting  at  the  front  and  apart 
from  the  others  were  two  young 
men  barely  twenty  years  old.  Af- 
ter the  service  my  friend  asked  the 
warden  about  those  two  men  and 
was  told  they  had  come  from  the 
death  row  and  in  two  days  would  die 
in  the  electric  chair.  It  came  over 
God's  servant  like  a  shock  that  he 
had  preached  the  last  sermon  these 
two  young  men  would  ever  hear  be- 
fore they  went  to  meet  their  God.  - 
Dr.  John  R.  Rice. 


"MAKE   A  GIFT   OF  THE 
BAPTIST" 


GOD,  THE  GIVER 

A  boy  was  bringing  home  a  loaf 
of  bread.  Someone  said,  "What 
have  you  there?"  "A loaf."  "Where 
did  you  get  it?"  "From  the  baker." 
"Where  did  the  baker  get  it?"  "He 
made  it."  "Of  what  did  he  make 
it?"  "Flour."  "Where  did  he  get 
the  flour?"  "From  the  miller." 
"Where  did  he  get  it?"  "From  the 
farmer."  "Where  did  the  farmer 
get  it?" 

Then  the  truth  dawned  upon  the 
boy's  mind,  and  he  replied,  "From 
God."  "Well,  then,  from  whom 
did  you  get  that  loaf?"  "Oh,  from 
God. '  '-Moody  Monthly. 


A  boy  can  usually  find  as  many 
reasons  for  harboring  a  stray  dog 
as  a  man  can  find  for  keeping  up  his 
membership  in  some  useless  orga- 
nization. 
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STORIES 

for  our  youth 


The  Secret  of  the 
Lotus  Flowers 

Bby  Coleen  McCrae 
ANG!  Apple  Blossom  watched 
with  horror  as  the  god  on 
the   shelf   behind  the  door  rocked 
and  then  crashed  to  the  floor. 

"Oh!"  she  cried.  "See  what  hap - 
pended  when  you  slammed  the  door, 
Carnation. ' ' 

Carnation  opened  the  door  and 
looked  inside.  When  she  saw  the 
broken  god,  her  face  paled.  She 
turned  and  ran  swiftly  toward  her 
home. 

"What  will  my  honorable  mother 
say  when  she  comes  home?"  Ap- 
ple Blossom  moaned.  "Many  times 
she  has  told  me  to  close  that  door 
carefully.  Carnation  did  not  know. 
What  shall  I  do?" 

She  began  to  pick  up  the  pieces 
of  the  god.  Carefully  she  placed 
all  of  them  in  the  sleeve  of  her 
kimono.  What  could  she  do  with 
them?  She  couldn't  keep  them  hidden 
in  her  sleeve! 

She  went  out  into  the  garden  and 
stood  by  the  lily  pool.  There  were 
beautiful  lotus  flowers  drifting  on  the 
water .  The  pool  would  be  a  good  place 
to  hide  the  broken  god!  she  thought. 

One  by  one,  she  let  the  pieces  of 
the  god  fall  into  the  pool  with  a 
soft  splash. 

Then  she  heard  her  father  and 
mother  talking  on  the  other  side 
of  the  house.  Father  seemed  very 
excited  about  something,  and  Mother 
sounded  as  though  she  were  frighten- 
ed. Did  they  know  that  the  god  was 
broken? 

"We  must  all  go  tonight,"  she 
heard  her  father  say.  "Then  you 
will  hear  it  yourself." 

"Apple  Blossom  is  too  young  to 
hear  many  words  about  the  gods," 
Mother  answered.  "Surely  you  will 
not  take  her." 

"Apple  Blossom  must  be  there, 


too.  We  will  go  as  a  family  to 
learn  about  the  true  God." 

After  the  evening  meal,  they  pre- 
pared to  go  to  the  meeting.  When 
they  were  ready,  Apple  Blossom's 
mother  whispered,  "Your  honorable 
father  says  that  we  must  all  hear 
the  reading  from  the  black  Book,  but 
I  am  afraid.  What  will  the  gods 
do  to  us?" 

Apple  Blossom  said  nothing,  but 
she  thought,  If  the  most  honorable 
god  could  not  come  out  of  the  lily 
pool,  why  should  we  be  afraid  of 
the  gods? 

The  meeting  was  in  a  tent  at  the 
edge  of  town.  Father  led  them  to 
a  seat  near  the  back  of  the  tent. 
Some  of  the  people  who  filled  the 
tent  seemed  very  happy,  but  many 
of  them  looked  frightened. 

After  they  sang  some  songs,  a 
man  stood  up  and  said,  "When  I 
first  heard  words  from  the  black 
Book,  I  was  afraid.  It  said  I  must 
destroy  the  gods  that  I  had  feared 
and  worshiped  all  my  life.  One 
day  I  spent  many  hours  reading 
about  the  God  of  love.  I  felt  very 
brave.  Taking  all  my  old  gods,  I 
went  to  the  great  ocean  and  threw 
them  into  it.  I  thought  they  would 
come  out  and  destroy  me,  but  they 
did  not.  I  do  not  worship  the  old 
gods  anymore.  And  I  have  found 
a  God  who  loves  me  and  gives  me 
joy  in  my  heart. " 

Others  arose  and  told  about  de- 
stroying their  gods.  Apple  Blossom 
listened  to  every  story,  because 
she  knew  it  was  all  true.  Had 
she  not  done  the  same  thing  with 
their  most  honorable  god  by  acci- 
dent? 

Then  the  white  man  arose  and 
read  from  the  black  Book.  After  a 
while  he  read,  "  'For  God  so  loved 
the  world,  that  he  gave  his  only 
begotten  Son,  that  whosoever  be- 
lieveth  in  him  should  not  perish, 
but  have  everlasting  life'  (John  3: 
16)." 

"Friends,"  the  missionary  said, 
"I  want  to  tell  you  about  Jesus, 
God's  greatest  gift  to  the  world." 


For  the  first  time,  Apple  Blossorr 
heard  about  how  Jesus  was  borr 
and  was  laid  in  a  manger,  how  He 
grew  to  manhood  and  did  manj 
wonderful  things.  Then  she  hearc 
how  He  died  on  the  Cross  for  our 
sins.  She  could  hardly  keep  back 
the  tears. 

The  missionary  paused  and  looked 
over  the  attentive  congregation.  "] 
have  good  news  for  you,"  he 
continued.  "Jesus  did  not  stay  in 
the  grave.  He  arose!  He  is  alive 
now  and  has  gone  to  prepare  a  place 
for  us. " 

He  held  up  the  black  Book.  "I'll 
be  glad  to  give  any  of  you  a  Bible 
if  you  wish  to  read  all  these  things 
for  yourself." 

After  church,  Apple  Blossom  and 
her  mother  waited  while  Father  went 
to  get  a  black  Book. 

On  the  way  home,  Apple  Blos- 
som's mother  asked,  "Honorable 
husband,  must  we  really  destroy 
all  our  gods?  Can  we  not  keep 
the  must  honorable  one?" 

"Honorable  mother,"  he  replied, 
"we  will  have  to  destroy  all  of  our 
gods  if  we  wish  to  obey  the  true 
God." 

As  soon  as  they  were  home,  Ap- 
ple Blossom  saw  her  mother  take; 
a  lighted  candle  and  go  to  the  other 
room.  Would  she  worship  the  gods; 
tonight?  What  would  she  do  wheni 
she  saw  the  empty  place? 

Almost  immediately,  Apple  Blos- 
som heard  her  mother's  gasp.  "The; 
most  honorable  god  is  gone!"  she- 
cried,  rushing  back  into  the  room,.] 
her  eyes  wide  with  fear.  "It  is  I 
because  we  listened  to  the  teaching! 
of  the  black  Book! ' ' 

Apple  Blossom  could  keep  her 
secret  no  longer. 

"Honorable  parents,"  she  quav- 
ered, "I  know  what  happened  to  the 
most  honorable  god." 

Then  she  told  them  how  the  god 
was  broken  and  what  she  had  done 
with  it.  Bravely  she  added,  "I  be- 
lieve in  the  God  of  the  black  Book. ' ' 

"Let  us  go  to  the  lily  pool,"  said 
her  father.  They  stood  by  the 
moonlit  pool  and  bowed  their  heads. 
"Dear  God  of  heaven,"  Father  pray- 
ed, "when  we  did  not  know  thee,  we 
worshiped  many  gods.  Now  we  pray 
for  thy  forgiveness  for  that  and  for 
all  the  other  wrong  things  we  have 
done.  Take  away  fear  from  all  our 
hearts.  Forgive  our  sins  and  fill 
us  with  thy  love.  In  Jesus'  name. 
Amen." 

"The  fear  is  gone,"  Apple  Blos- 
som's mother  said,  "and  a  great 
joy  fills  my  heart.  Like  you,  my 
honorable  husband  and  my  pre- 
cious child,  I  believe." 

The  lotus  flowers  nodded  in  the 
cool  night  breeze.  The  god  whose 
(Continued  on  Page  15) 
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Who's  Who 


Students  elected  for  inclusion  in 
'Who's  Who  Among  Students  in 
American  Junior  Colleges,"  were 
presented  recognition  certificates  by 
Dr.  Hilda  Owens,  dean  of  students, 
at  extreme  right.  Shown  left  to 
right  are:  Linda  Carter  of  Bel- 
haven  Free  Will  Baptist  Church, 
Warrenton;  Linda  Bryan  of  Bethle- 
hem Free  Will  Baptist  Church,  Chin- 
quapin; KristieRaper  Bailey  of  Mount 
Olive  Free  Will  Baptist  Church, 
Mount  Olive;  Vernon  McCoy  of  Core 
Creek  Free  Will  Baptist  Church, 
Cove  City;  Linda  Haddock  of  Union 
Chapel  Free  Will  Baptist  Church, 
Chocowinity;  Frank  Grubbs  of  Ply- 
mouth Free  Will  Baptist  Church, 
Plymouth;  Gail  Ball  of  the  First 
Free  Will  Baptist  Church,  Kinston; 
Carlton  Lucas  of  the  First  Free 
Will  Baptist  Church,  Kinston;  Jackie 
Lambert  of  Calypso;  Freddie  Boy- 
kin  of  Calvary  Free  Will  Baptist 


Church,  Wilson;  Gloria  Brock  of 
Mount  Olive;  Pam  Grady  of  Mount 
Olive;  and  Gregg  Paul  of  Sidney 
Free  Will  Baptist  Church,  Belhaven. 


NOTICE 

When  sanding  pictures  to  be  used  with 
articles  for  publication,  please  send  only 
sharp  black  and  white  prints.  Color 
snapshots  do  not  reproduce  well.  Also, 
please  do  not  request  the  return  of  pic- 
tures unless  accompanied  by  a  self-ad- 
dressed, stamped  envelope.  Thank  you. 

The  Editor 


MY  PLEA 

by  Mrs.  Ora  Barnhill 

Father,  help  me  both  night  and  day, 
Don't  let  me  fail  you  in  any  way. 
Let  me  pass  all  your  inspection 
That  I  may  go  in  the  right  direc- 
tion. 

As  I  travel  down  the  rugged  road 
of  life, 

Help  me  overcome  all  the  sin  and 
strife. 

In  this  world  with  all  its  glorious 
beauty, 

May  I  never  shirk  and  fail  to  do  my 
duty. 

Sometimes  I  think  all  good  things 

pass  me  by, 
And  wonder  why  I  should  worry  and 

try 

To  help  someone  and  lend  a  hand-- 
Why  should  I  worry  about  my  fel- 
lowman? 

But   then  I   look  around  me  and 
smile; 

Surely  God  has  blessed  me  every 

weary  mile. 
God  help  me  not  to  grumble  and 

complain, 
And  I  humble  bow  my  head  in  shame. 


// 


'As  Thy  Days' 

God's  still  small  voice  I  heard  today, 

For  in  the  Word  I  read, 

And  then  when  I  knelt  down  to  pray, 

His  Spirit  softly  said: 

"Go  forth,  My  child,  in  service  free, 

And  as  thy  days,  thy  strength  shall  be." 


Church  Furniture 

PEWS  -  PULPITS  -  ALTARS 
FONTS—  SCREENS  -  LECTERNS 
READING  STANDS  -  CHAIRS 
TABLES  -  OFFERING  PLATES 

Free  Estimates  and  Planning 

For  information  write 

Free  Will  Baptist 
Press 

P.  0.  Box  158 
Ayden,  N.  C.  28513 


THEY  CALL  ME  COACH 

John  Wooden  as  told  to  Jack  Tobin 


"No  coach  should  be  trusted  with  the  tremendous  responsibility  of  working  with  young  men 
under  the  great  mental,  emotional,  and  physical  conditions  to  which  they  are  subjected 
unless  he  is  spiritually  strong.  If  he  does  possess  this  inner  strength,  it  is  only  because  he 
has  faith  in  God  and  truly  loves  his  fellow  man." 
The  fascinating  first-person  story  of  UCLA's  distinguished  basketball  coach. 
"What  Rockne  was  to  football,  Connie  Mack  to  baseball,  and  Wilbur  and  Orville  Wright  to 
flying,  John  Wooden  is  to  basketball.  This  book  captures  the  full  flavor  of  the  man,  the 
philosophies  that  work  in  life  and  philosophies  that  work  on  the  court.  I  commend  it  to 
people  who  want  to  succeed  at  either  —  or  both."  —  Jim  Murray,  LOS  ANGELES  TIMES 
"The  finest  inside  story  of  a  championship  sports  personality  since  Vince  Lombardi's  'Run 
to  Daylight.'  Perhaps  better  than  'Daylight.'  This  is  grass  roots  Americana,  a  story  bigger 
than  basketball.  One  of  those  rare  books  that  is  must  reading  for  everyone." 

—  David  Condon,  CHICAGO  TRIBUNE  Columnist 
THEY  CALL  ME  COACH  traces  the  career  of  college  basketball's  most  successful  coach  from 
the  dirt  court  of  a  small  Indiana  grammar  school  through  his  own  accomplishments  as  an 
All-American  guard  to  the  championship  teams  that  have  rocked  the  sports  world. 

Ilustrated.  $5.95  No.  80305 

In  Paperback  $1.25  No.  90045 
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ST.  CLAIRE  BIBLE  CLAS^T) 

<  ' 

SCHOOL  LESSON^ 


The  Ministry  of 
Pastor  and  People 

Lesson  Text:     1  Thessalonians  2: 
1-13 

Memory  Verse:  1  Thessalonians  3: 12 

I.  INTRODUCTION 

A  farmer  once  said  of  his  young 
son,  "When  this  boy  grows  up,  if  he 
isn't  fit  to  be  a  farmer  or  a  car- 
penter or  a  blacksmith  or  a  butcher, 
I  suppose  I'll  have  to  make  a  preacher 
out  of  him." 

This  was  the  father's  idea  of  a  joke. 
But  the  fact  is  that  if  a  boy  isn't 
fit  for  other  types  of  labor,  we  may 
be  quite  sure  he  will  be  a  misfit  in 
the  ministry.  The  ministry  is  no 
place  for  a  man  who  cannot  make  good 
at  something  else.  The  gospel  minis- 
try calls  for  the  best  that  is  in  a 
man,  and  no  one  should  ever  declare 
himself  for  the  ministry  unless  he  is 
certain  that  God  has  done  the  calling. 
A  man  should  desire  to  be  a  pastor, 
but  desire  is  not  enough.  The  desire 
should  grow  out  of  a  divine  com- 
pulsion to  be  a  pastor. 

There  is  nothing  more  exciting  and 
challenging  than  the  ministry  of  a 
pastor  and  his  people.  It  is  ordained 
of  God  and  has  authority  in  the  Scrip- 
tures. Paul  was  a  pastor,  though 
primarily  a  missionary.  He 
organized  many  churches  and  having 
set  them  in  motion,  turned  the  work 
over  to  others.  But  he  never  lost 
sight  of  them.  He  wrote  letters  to 
them,  visited  them,  cooperated  with 
their  pastors,  and  did  all  in  his 
power  to  help  them  spiritually.  He 
was  also  a  pastor's  pastor,  working 
diligently  with  young  men  such  as 
Timothy,  helping  to  keep  them  on 
their  feet  and  ever  spurring  them 
on  to  greater  achievements. 

In  our  lesson  today  we  will  see 
how  Paul  worked  with  his  people  to 
bring  victory  to  their  work  in  the 
name  of  Jesus  Christ  .-The  Advanced 
Quarterly  (F.  W.  B.). 

II.  HINTS  THAT  HELP 

A.  A  church  may  hire  a  preacher, 
but  the  pastoral  relationship  is  some- 
thing that  cannot  be  bought.  It  is  a 
relationship  that  has  to  develop  out  of 
the  mutual   respect  of  the  pastor 


and  the  people  for  each  other.  It 
takes  time.  Pastor  and  people  should 
be  patient  with  one  another  long 
enough  to  give  this  relationship  an  op- 
portunity to  develop. 

B.  A  pastor  should  minister  to 
his  people  with  love  and  considera- 
tion. The  professional  pastor,  like 
the  professional  Old  Testament 
prophets,  may  have  a  money 
consideration  uppermost  in  his  mind, 
but  not  the  Christian  pastor  who  is 
called  of  God  and  is  truly  God's 
man. 

C.  The  pastoral  relationship  is 
not  a  one-way  street.  While  the  pas- 
tor must  love  and  respect  the  people, 
the  people  must  also  love  and  respect 
him.  The  feeling  has  to  be  mutual 
or  there  is  no  real  pastoral  relation- 
ship. It  is  like  the  husband  and 
wife  relationship-it  cannot  be  a  one- 
sided affair. 

D.  Churches  should  study  Chapter 
2  of  1  Thessalonians  to  learn  how  to 
treat  their  pastor,  and  pastors  should 
study  it  to  learn  how  to  treat  their 
parishioners.  It  is  truly  a  great 
passage  of  Scripture  on  the  pastoral 
relationship. 

-The  Bible  Teacher  (F.  W.  B.). 

m.    ADDITIONAL  TRUTHS 

A.  The  golden  text  sets  the  mood 
for  the  lesson:  "The  Lord  make 
you  to  increase  and  abound  in  love 
one  toward  another,  and  toward  all 
men,  even  as  we  do  toward  you" 
(1  Thessalonians  3:12). 

Through  the  joint  efforts  of  the 
church's  membership  and  its  leaders 
Christian  love  wells  up  and  over- 
flows until,  first,  the  church  itself 
becomes  saturated  with  mutual  care 
and  conscious  concern,  cementing  the 
whole  body  together  in  Christ;  then 
the  same  precious  affectionate  good- 
will spills  over  into  the  lives  of  all 
men  as  a  foretaste  of  Christian  joy. 
Such  is  the  love  of  Christ,  who, 
while  we  were  yet  sinners,  died  for 
us  (Romans  5:8). 

Such  also  is  the  dynamic  behind 
Paul's  confident  statement  in  Romans 
8:28,  "We  know  that  all  things  work 
together  for  good  to  them  that  love 
God,  to  them  who  are  the  called  ac- 
cording to  his  purpose." 

This  is  not  a  magic  promise  that  no 
trouble  will  come  to  the  Christian; 
rather,  it  is  an  affirmation  that  when 


trouble  does  come,  the  love  of  Godil 
one's  heart,  will  inspire  and  enabll 
him  to  overcome  and  surmount  thl 
trouble,  producing  spiritual  maturit; 
thereby.  In  the  first  century  or  th 
twentieth,  this  is  God's  way  to  mee 
troubles.  It  is  the  secret  of  th 
church's  victorious  ministry 
-Standard  Lesson  Commentary. 

B.  In  his  helpful  book  on  pastor  a 
work  entitled  The  Approach  ti 
Preaching,  the  late  W.  E.  Sangsteij 
quoted  a  sentence  from  adepartmen 
store  executive's  letter:  "Althougl 
hundreds  of  letters  and  telephom 
calls  come  to  us  each  day,  we  faktl 
a  personal  interest  in  each  one.' 

To  be  sure,  a  typist's  mistaki 
had  made  the  letter  humorous.  Heij 
finger  had  tapped  an  f  instead  of  < 
t;  yet,  how  much  faked  interest  ii 
people  there  is-even  in  the  church 

However,  Paul's  intererst  in  his 
fellowman  was  genuine.  He  praye< 
and  worked  on  behalf  of  the  Thessa- 
Ionian  Christians  "even  as  a  nurst 
cherisheth  her  children"  (1  Thessa- 
Ionian  2:7).  "We  exhorted  and  com- 
forted and  charged  every  one  of  you 
as  a  father  doth  his  children,"  Pau! 
said  (v.  11). 

One  man  said,  "Because  we  know 
he  loves  us,  our  pastor  can  say  any-1 
thing  to  us."  This  kind  of  Christlike 
concern  marks  the  true  man  of  God  ir 
his  relationship  to  people. -Selected: 


NOTICE 

All  Persons  Interested 
in  Cragmont 
Should  Take  Notice 
The  Youth  Frontier  Conference 
Still  Has  Room 
For  Several  Campers 

YFA  Week:  July  1-6 
(Ages  13-20) 

AFC  Week:  July  8-13 
(Ages  7-13) 

Send  Registration  and  $7  Fee 
To:  Mrs.  David  W.  Hansley 
Route  4,  Box  163 
La  Grange,   N  .  C-  28551 

Name:  . 

Sex  Age  

Address:   

Church:   

Week:  
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by  Phyllis  Coffman 
Living   Waters   Free   Will  Baptist 
Church 
Route  3,  Pikeville,  N.  C. 


HERE  is  someone  who  is  al- 
ways special  in  our  hearts 
nd  mind.  This  woman  has  secured 
le  home,  kept  it  a  unit  with  her  love 
takjnd  strength,  raised  the  family,  and 
rought  faith  from  God  to  those 
round  her. 

Her  sunlight  radiates  happiness, 
omfort,  courage,  love,  trust,  and 
onfidence.  She  is  never  prying, 
ye  iut  when  there  is  trouble  she  offers 
dvice  and  help.  She  is  there  with 
is  through  all  our  traumas  andemo- 
Lonal  crises  even  though  she  may 
nj  ave  her  own  work  to  do.  When 
ve  need  love,  guidance,  confidence, 
md  reassurance,  she  is  there  with 
nore  than  enough. 

Her  patience  is  so  great  that  she 
:an  endure  all  we  do.  Encompassing 
»ur  fads,  rooms,  habits,  music,  and 
:razy  crushes,  she  sees  that  we  be- 
ieve  them  to  be  grown-up  and 
nature,  and  she  goes  along  with  us 
ill  we  are  able  to  see  the  light 
ind  take  note  of  our  mistakes.  She 
behind  our  beliefs  and  works, 
supporting  us  and  encourging  our 
ight  for  them.  She  is  a  strong 
ighter  for  her  own  beliefs  and  in  that 
way  teaches  us  to  look  for  our 
|Dwn. 

This  special  lady  is  the  disci - 
Jlinarian  in  every  home.  She  is 
;he  one  to  settle  all  disputes,  but 
:he  never  favors  one  child  over  the 
Dther.  She  settles  sibling  feuds  and 
says  the  right  words  to  unite  the 
family.  She  is  continually  at  the 
job  of  bringing  harmony  to  her  do- 
main. 

Her  growth  is  proportional  to  our 
own.  Her  mind  and  thinking  are  al- 
ways on  the  same  level  as  ours  and 
that  is  why  she  understands  when 
we  bring  home  strays,  look  at  her 
with  innocent  eyes,  and  beg  to  keep 
them  .  That  is  why  she  can  endure 
our  mental  growth  and  changing  per- 
sonalities and  understands  when  we 
have  broken  friendships,  romances, 
and  numerous  other  personal  trage- 
dies. 

This  lady  aids  our  spiritual  growth 
by  telling  us  of  Christ  and  relating 
His  teachings  to  today's  life,  even 
though  she  feels  unqualified  to  do  so. 
She  is  our  teacher  of  the  world  and 
shaper  of  our  lives.    She  teaches 


us  to  love  one  another- -first  at  home 
then  abroad.  She  tells  us  to  be  our- 
selves for  anyone  worth  having  as  a 
friend  will  love  us  for  ourselves  and 
nothing  else.  Through  her  fight  for 
betterment  of  the  community,  she 
shows  us  the  true  aspects  of  being  a 
responsible  person  and  a  good  citi- 
zen. She  is  the  main  factor  for  bring- 
ing us  up  responsible  and  seeing  us 
through  college;  not  particularly 
money  wise,  but  spiritually  and  men- 
tally. She  is  the  builder  of  the 
sensible  point  in  us  by  restricting 
our  yearning  for  everything.  She 
does  this  through  denying  us  that 
which  is  or  could  be  harmful  to  us 
and  teaching  us  to  work  for  that 
which  we  really  want  and  could  be 
profitable  to  our  growth. 

This  lady  in  our  lives  is  a  strong 
worker  in  spreading  the  gospel  and 
she  affects  so  many  lives  around 
her  through  her  love  for  others- - 
compassion  for  them  and  belief  in 
mankind.  Though  she  may  lose  her 
temper  and  get  frustrated,  we 
remember  that  she  has  problems  of 
her  own  too,  and  are  surprised  that 
she  can  hide  them  so  well. 

Our  special  lady  is  the  strength 
of  many  and  mystery  of  others. 
Without  her  the  world  might  crumble 
and  fall  apart  for  it  is  her  strong 
will  and  determination,  coupled  with 
a  loving  touch  and  understanding 
heart  and  mind,  that  are  the 
pillars  of  civilization,  what  men 
depend  on,  and  what  children  hope  to 
gain.  Mothers,  you  are  the  very 
special  lady  described  here  and  who 
is  so  special  to  us  all.  May  God 
bless   you   and  keep  you  always. 


'MAKE   A  GIFT  OF  THE 
BAPTIST" 


Boys 


'  and  Girls'  Stories 

(Continued  from  Page  12) 

oroken  pieces  were  lying  among 
their  roots  would  never  be  wor- 
shiped again. -Guide  for  Juniors. 

HAVE  YOU  RENEWED  YOUR 
SUBSCRIPTION? 


Woman's  Auxiliary 

(Continued  from  Page  10) 
The  auxiliary  now  has  over  thirty 
members  who  are  doing  great  work 
because  of  the  foresight  of  these 
charter  members.  These  members 
realized  this  organization  would  be  a 
good  influence  and  help  for  the  church 
and  the  community.  Hats  off  to 
them,  and  may  God  continue  His 
blessings  upon  them  and  the  other 
members  of  this  auxiliary  as  they 
continue  their  work  for  God. 

Refreshments  were  served  during 
the  fellowship  hour  at  which  time  the 
older  ladies,  told  the  younger  mem- 
bers of  the  good  old  days  when 
they  all  enjoyed  the  meetings  of 
bygone  years.  It  gave  them  joy  and 
satisfaction  to  go  about  the  com- 
munity asking  for  chickens,  eggs,  and 
other  things  to  raise  money  for 
various  activities  to  help  the  church 
and  the  needy  in  the  community.  At 
the  conclusion  of  the  fellowship  hour, 
everyone  departed  with  a  deeper  love 
for  God,  for  each  other,  and  a 
determination  to  do  greater  work  in 
the  future. 


Earliest  Memory 

A  visiting  friend  found  a  young 
mother  sitting  with  her  baby  on  her  lap 
and  holding  her  Bible  in  her  hand.  She 
asked,  "Are  you  reading  the  Bible  to 
your  baby?" 

The  mother  replied,  "Yes." 

The  visitor  said,  "Surely  you  do  not 
think  he  understands  it?" 

"No,"  said  the  mother.  "He  does  not 
understand  it  now,  but  I  want  his  ear- 
liest memory  to  be  that  of  seeing  and 
hearing  God's  Word. 


People  are  funny;  they  spend  money 
they  don't  have,  to  buy  things  they 
don't  need,  to  impress  people  they 
don't  like. 


Letting  the  Lord  Love 
Her 

An  old  Scotch  woman  who  was  alone 
for  the  greater  part  of  the  day  was  ask- 
ed, "What  do  you  do  during  the  day?" 
"Well,"  she  said,  "I  get  my  hymn  book, 
and  I  have  a  little  hymn  of  praise  to  the 
Lord."  Then  she  added,  "I  get  my  Bible 
and  let  the  Lord  speak  to  me.  When  I 
am  tired  of  reading,  and  I  cannot  sing 
any  more,  I  just  sit  still  and  let  the  Lord 
love  me."-Moody  Monthly. 
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SPONSORED  BY: 

MOUNT  OLIVE  COLLEGE 

Mount  Olive,  North  Carolina  28365 


RATES 


Camp  Week 

The  rate  for  one  week  of  camp  will  be  $30  per 
camper.  When  groups  are  using  the  facilities  for 
overnight  purposes,  the  cost  will  be  $2  per  person 
per  night.  Groups  who  wish  to  come  in  for  a  one- 
day  program  will  be  expected  to  pay. 

Camp  will  begin  on  June  24  and  will  continue 
to  August  17.  It  will  be  open  to  groups  from  April 
until  mid- November. 

Information  may  be  obtained  by  contacting  the 
Rev.  David  C.  Hansley  at  Mount  Olive  College, 
Mount  Olive,  North  Carolina;  or  by  calling  658- 
2502. 


DAY  CAMP 

Campers  who  do  not  wish  to  stay  overnight  may 
have  full  benefit  of  the  camping  program  by  attend- 
ing camp  during  the  day.  The  day  camper  will  be  at 
camp  from  9  a.  m.  to  5  p.  m.  daily.  The  rate  for 
one  week  will  be  $15  or  $3  for  each  day.  This 
cost  includes  lunch. 


ACTIVITIES 


Swimming! 
Canoeing! 
Archery! 
Tennis! 
and 
Other  Sports! 


THE  FREE  WILL  BAPTIST 


Pn  0  Vxi 


0V  Yf 


'U. 


Will  B  aptist 

AYDEN,  NORTH  CAROLINA,  WEDNESDAY,  JUNE  5,  1974 


A  WORD  FITLY  SPOKEN  IS  LIKE  APPLES  OF  GOLD  IN  PICTURES  OF  SILVER,  BUT 
BEWARE  OF  GOLDEN  WORDS  THAT  ROLL  OFF  SILVER  TONGUES. 


Golden  Words  Rolling  Off  Silver  Tongues 

They  have  a  nice  sound  to  them.  They  lift  one  out  of  the  depths  of  his  de- 
spair. They  are  spoken  over  telephones,  in  conference  rooms,  to  groups,  to  indi- 
viduals, and  to  oneself.  They  are  golden  words— and  some  people  have  a  talent  for 
dropping  them  here  and  there  and  everywhere.  Dripping  like  honey  from  an  over- 
filled jar,  after  awhile  they  become  sticky  sweet  and  disgusting;  and  the  person 
speaking  them  becomes  obnoxious.  It  becomes  evident  after  awhile  that  he  lacks 
sincerity,  and  even  his  twenty-four  karat  phrases  have  little  meaning. 

Golden  words  roll  off  silver  tongues  which  are  usually  backed  by  silken  voices 
and  sweet  smiles.  Persons  with  the  ability  to  speak  these  (whether  it  be  a  natural 
or  an  acquired  skill)  really  put  themselves  into  a  particular  situation  and  become 
what  is  known  as  method  actors.  That's  just  the  problem:  They  are  merely  acting, 
but  their  acting  is  so  believable  that  it  is  only  when  much  damage  has  been  done 
is  the  insincerity  ascertained. 

Confidence  or  trust  is  important  in  any  relationship— especially  if  that  relation- 
ship is  to  be  enduring  or  meaningful.  When  silver-tongued  individuals  spiel  off  the 
same  beautiful  golden  phrases  to  everyone  he  knows  and  expresses  the  same  or  simi- 
lar sentiments  to  everyone  with  whom  he  has  contact,  soon  he  is  known  as  a  big 
talker  who  just  "runs  off  at  the  mouth." 

Little  whiny  voices  enhanced  with  "oohs"  and  "ahs"  and  utterances  like  "Oh, 
isn't  that  just  too  bad,"  "I  declare,"  "It's  a  shame,"  "I  understand,"  and  "Just  tell 
me  all  about  it"  become  boring  after  a  spell.  Extravagant  compassion  which  is 
voiced  only  affords  little  comfort.  Listening  and  responding  orally  to  difficulties 
may  be  good,  but  not  good  enough.  Words  really  come  cheap;  and  however  beauti- 
ful the  sound  of  them,  they  accomplish  little. 

Certainly  there  are  well-meaning  people  who  verbalize  their  deep  feelings  with 
golden  words  and  know  little  else  to  do.  We  would  not  suggest  that  speaking  in  kind- 
ness is  not  favorable.  Our  point  is  that  sincerity  is  a  must.  If  one  speaks  niceties 
just  to  be  nice,  then  his  doing  so  is  like  expelling  so  much  hot  air  that's  unwanted, 
unneeded,  and  futile  in  the  attempt  to  accomplish  any  worthwhile  end. 

It  is  difficult  for  naive  people  to  see  through  meaningless  gestures  of  goodwill, 
be  these  gestures  of  a  physical  nature  or  something  not  quite  so  personal.  The 
arm-around-the-shoulder  type  individual  who  assures  a  troubled  soul  that  all  is  go- 
ing to  be  all  right  is  one  to  watch.  Everybody  loves  to  have  this  assurance,  but 
sensible  people  know  that  humanly  speaking  everything  will  never  be  all  right.  It 
just  isn't  logical  nor  conducive  to  rational  thought.  In  certain  circumstances,  sug- 
gesting that  everything  is  going  to  be  all  right  might  seem  the  kindest  thing  to  say, 
but  what  will  you  tell  the  person  when  he  finally  comes  to  the  realization  that  you 
were  wrong,  that  your  promise  was  an  empty  one?  You  can't  take  back  the  spoken 
word,  be  it  kind  or  otherwise,-  for  once  spoken,  it  is  a  creation  of  a  sort  that  may 
be  altered  by  rearranging  or  trying  to  "doctor  it  up"— but,  make  no  mistake,  the 
memory  of  it  will  last.  Anything  born  makes  an  impact;  and  even  if  it  should  die, 
someone  knows  that  it  existed  sometimes.  So  it  is  with  words.  It  behooves  us  to 
choose  them  carefully,  does  it  not? 

Silver  tongues  are  nice  to  have— nicer,  at  least,  than  brass  ones  which  are  tar- 
nished with  filth  and  atrocities,  derogations  and  innuendoes;  still,  even  silver  tar- 
nishes after  awhile  and  has  to  be  polished.  Gold  does  not  tarnish,  but  it  does  be- 
come cloudy  at  times  and  has  to  be  buffed  to  its  original  sheen.  Our  contention  is 
that  too  many  silver  tongues  have  tarnished  without  the  speakers  knowing  about 
it,  and  we  further  believe  that  the  golden  words  rolling  off  have  become  cloudy 
from  too  much  use. 

Perhaps  we've  said  very  little  of  real  consequence  in  this  editorial.  The  writer 
of  Proverbs  said  it  better:  "A  word  fitly  spoken  is  like  apples  of  gold  in  pictures  of 
silver"  (25:11).  We  didn't  discover  this  verse  until  the  editorial  was  written;  and 
certainly,  we  have  no  authority  to  change  Scripture— nor  would  we  ever  consider 
doing  such;  but  we  do  have  the  power  of  interpretation.  Thus,  we  make  the  follow- 
ing exhortation:  Speak  your  "fit"  words,  but  not  unless  they  are  sincere. 

Golden  words  rolling  off  silver  tongues.  .  .  .  Sometimes  they  just  roll  away  and 
do  nobody  any  good.  .  .  . 
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NOCK,  knock. 
The  door  opens. 
"Hi,  we're  from  Cabin  Free  Will  Bap- 
tist Church  and  are  taking  a  community 
religious  survey  to  get  the  thinking  of 
our  community  on  certain  religious  is- 
sues. If  you  have  about  20  minutes, 
we'd  like  to  take  this  survey  with  you 
and  then  get  your  opinion  on  a  little 
book  we  have." 

So  begins  a  typical  visit  of  the  Cabin 
church  "Witness  Group." 

Efforts  such  as  Key  73  have  caused 
a  renewed  emphasis  on  evangelism  in 
churches  throughout  our  country.  Some 
Free  Will  Baptist  churches  have  felt  the 
need  for  a  more  active  evangelism  and 
have  recently  begun  such  programs. 

Although  the  "Witness  Group"  at 
Cabin  is  somewhat  small  and  still  strug- 
gling, it  serves  as  an  example  of  what 
some  churches  are  doing  and  what 
others  can  do  to  have  a  greater  impact 
on  their  community. 

The  group  at  Cabin  began  nine  months 
ago  with  four  church  members  partici- 
pating. Although,  since  then  only  11 
members  have  participated  at  least  once, 
over  75  homes  have  been  visited  and 
seven  people  have  accepted  Jesus  Christ 
as  Saviour. 

A  typical  night  begins  as  the  group 
meets  at  the  church  for  prayer  and  to 
discuss  what  homes  to  visit.  They  soon 
pair  off  and  leave  the  church,  each  pair 
going  to  the  home  they  are  to  visit. 

After  being  invited  in,  the  survey  is 
taken.  It  consists  of  various  questions 
such  as:  "Who  do  you  think  Jesus  Christ 
was?"  "How  would  you  say  a  person 
becomes  a  Christian?"  etc. 

"The  survey  gives  us  a  feeling  of 
where  our  community  stands  spiritually," 
Eleanor  Hinkle,  the  unofficial  leader  of 
the  group,  said.    "It  also  helps  us  to 
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get  started  talking  with  the  family, 
which  is  perhaps  the  most  difficult  part 
of  the  visit." 

After  the  survey,  a  tract  is  read.  It 
explains  simply  and  concisely  how  one 
can  know  God  personally,  and  often 
prompts  questions  and  discussion. 

Albert  Faulkner,  who  began  going  out 
just  recently,  compares  witnessing  to 
giving  medicine  to  his  children.  "You 
can't  force  it  on  them  even  though  you 
know  it's  the  best  thing,"  he  said.  "I 
don't  believe  in  driving  people  to  God; 
it  must  be  their  own  choice." 

After  the  visits,  the  group  meets  back 
at  the  church  for  prayer  and  to  share 
what  happened,  encourage  each  other, 
and  discuss  any  problems  or  difficult 
questions  encountered. 

Mr.  Faulkner  and  his  wife,  who  wit- 
ness together  each  Thursday  night,  do 
not  always  use  the  survey  method.  "But 
it  doesn't  matter  what  method  you  use 
as  long  as  you  tell  them  about  the 
Lord,"  Mr.  Faulkner  said.  "I  see  each 
person  as  different  and  we  have  to  ap- 
proach and  talk  to  people  as  indi- 
viduals." 

"We  really  look  forward  to  Thursday 
nights,"  Mrs.  Faulkner  said.  "Some- 
times we  stay  out  until  11  or  11:30 
talking  and  we  usually  get  invited  back." 

The  group  has  found  nearly  every 
family  unusually  receptive  and  nice. 

"It's  been  a  lot  better  than  I  thought 
and  many  people  seem  to  really  enjoy 
us  going,"  Mrs.  Hinkle  said,  recalling  an 
elderly  woman  who  had  remarked,  "I'm 
so  glad  you  thought  of  me." 

"But  not  only  has  our  witnessing  help- 
ed people  in  our  community,"  Mrs.  Hin- 


kle said,  "I  think  each  one  of  the  group 
would  agree  that  our  own  lives  have 
been  enriched." 

"I've  always  felt  inferior,"  she  con- 
tinued, "and  it's  helped  me  to  realize 
that  God  can  use  me  even  though  I'm 
imperfect." 

Mannah  Lanier,  a  Sunday  school  teach- 
er, said  that  knocking  on  doors  in  the 
community  has  made  her  bolder 
in  other  situations.  "I'm  not  as  afraid 
now  to  talk  about  my  religious  convic- 
tions at  work  and  with  my  friends,"  she 
said.  "I've  found  that  witnessing  any- 
where can  give  me  something  nothing 
else  can.  I  remember  going  to  one  house 
and  not  knowing  the  young  black  wom- 
an who  lived  there.  I  must  admit  I  was 
nervous.  The  young  woman  listened  to 
what  we  had  to  say,  accepted  it  without 
question,  and  with  gladness  and  tears 
received  Christ.  I  left  there  knowing 
that  girl  as  a  real  sister  and  it  felt  won- 
derful." 

Many  Christians  question  the  or- 
ganized, aggressive  "knock-on-doors" 
kind  of  witnessing  of  the  Cabin  program 
and  others  like  it. 

"I  too  had  questions  at  one  time,  but 
not  any  more,"  Mrs.  Faulkner  said.  "I 
now  think  every  church  should  have  a 
witness  program." 

Mr.  Faulkner  agreed,  "Those  who  dis- 
agree should  go  out  at  least  once,  see 
the  results,  and  then  form  an  opinion." 

Edna  R.  Mercer,  assistant  Sunday 
school  teacher,  said  that  "too  many  peo- 
ple right  here  in  our  community  need 
to  know  somebody  cares  and  loves 
them.  For  too  long  we've  kept  our  faith 
locked  inside  a  building.  Now  it's  time 
to  go  out  and  share  what  Christ  means 
to  us."  Mrs.  Mercer  stated  that  Luke, 
Chapter  10,  was  just  one  example  of 
how  the  New  Testament  church  witness- 
ed door  to  door  and  in  pairs.  "I  think 
every  Christian  and  every  church  should 
engage  in  this  kind  of  aggressive  evange- 
lism," she  said. 

But  isn't  it  disappointing  when  such 
a  small  number  participates  in  the  pro- 
gram? 

"It's  disappointing  but  not  discourag- 
ing," Mrs.  Hinkle  said.  "I  just  know  so 
many  others  Christians  are  really  miss- 
ing something  by  not  participating." 

But,  although  small,  the  group  is  look- 
ing to  the  future  in  a  big  way.  They 
hope  to  organize  a  training  program  in 
the  church  for  Christians  who  want  to 
learn  how  to  better  share  their  faith 
(continued  on  page  twelve) 


SUNDAY,  JUNE  9 
Scripture  Reading— 1  Peter  3:12 

A  Simple  Prayer 
One  night,  after  an  evening  of  excite- 
ment among  worldly  people,  my  eye  fell  on 
this  sentence:  "Every  soul  not  already  won 
to  Jesus  is  already  lost."  It  was  like  an 
arrow  of  conviction  to  my  soul.  An  over- 
whelming sense  of  my  lost  and  hopeless 
condition  fell  upon  me,  and  my  soul  was 
hanging  over  the  abyss.  I  had  absolutely 
no  plea  but  for  mercy.  Daily  I  had  said 
my  prayers  since  childhood,  but  that  night, 
like  Saul  of  Tarsus,  I  really  prayed.  The 
blessed  Saviour  placed  upon  my  lips,  "God 
be  merciful  to  me  a  sinner!"  In  my  agony 
I  uttered  it  with  my  face  upon  the  floor. 
And  God  heard  it.  He  always  lifted  me 
out  of  the  miry  clay  and  planted  me  upon 
a  rock.  He  put  a  new  song  in  my  mouth, 
which  I  have  been  singing  ever  since,  even 
salvation  unto  my  God.— Dr.  James  Gray. 
Prayer  Thought 
We  must  "reach  bottom"  before  we  real- 
ize our  need  of  God.  We  reach  a  higher 
plane  only  when  we  allow  His  mercy  to 
rescue  us. 

MONDAY,  JUNE  10 
Scripture  Reading— Ephesians  2:14 
"Peace  Where  There  Is  no  Peace" 

"I  know  a  peace  where  there  is  no  peace, 
A  calm  when  the  wild  winds  blow; 

A  secret  place,  where  face  to  face, 
With  the  Master  I  may  go. 

And  I  find  I'm  strong,  tho'  the  days  be 
long, 

And  sorry  the  winds  may  blow, 
When  I  seek  the  face  in  that  secret  place 
Of  the  Master  whom  I  know. 

"Oh,  tell  me  why  as  the  days  go  by 
And  the  wild  winds  blow  defeat, 

That  I  do  not  go  to  this  place  I  know, 
This  place  of  sure  retreat— 

This  secret  place,  where  face  to  face, 
The  soul  and  the  Master  meet." 

—Selected. 

Prayer  Thought 
Cowardly  man  is  so  prone  to  be  a  quit- 
ter when  confronted  with  adversity.  With 
God,  however,  the  soul  is  comforted  and 
finds  the  peace  that  passeth  understanding. 


TUESDAY,  JUNE  11 
Scripture  Reading— Psalm  119:34 
"I  Understood  Everything  He  Said" 
A  child  accompanied  her  mother  to  a 
preaching  service  of  Dr.  Harry  A.  Ironside. 
The  little  girl  listened  with  rapt  attention 
to  the  straightforward,  simple  gospel  mes- 
sage. Upon  leaving  the  church,  the  child 
said  to  her  mother,  "Mother,  I  thought  Dr. 
Ironside  was  a  great  preacher."  "Yes,  dar- 
ling, he  is,  but  why  do  you  thus  talk?" 
"Why,"  said  the  little  girl,  "I  understood 
everything  he  said!"  Dr.  Ironside  consid- 
ered the  saying  of  the  child  one  of  the 
greatest  compliments  ever  paid  him.— W. 
B.  K. 

Prayer  Thought 
Eloquent    discourses   may   impress  the 
theological  masses,  but  the  simplicity  of  the 
gospel  is  what  reaches  the  heart  and  soul. 

WEDNESDAY,  JUNE  12 
Scripture  Reading— Ecclesiastes  12:14 

The  Sermon  that  Failed 
A  Methodist  layman  visited  a  great  city 
church  in  Ohio  during  a  business  trip.  Af- 
ter the  service  he  congratulated  the  min- 
ister on  his  service  and  sermon.  "But," 
said  the  manufacturer,  "if  you  were  my 
salesman  I'd  discharge  you.  You  got  my 
attention  by  your  appearance,  voice,  and 
manner;  your  prayer,  reading,  and  logical 
discourse  aroused  my  interest;  you  warmed 
my  heart  with  a  desire  for  what  you  preach- 
ed; and  then— and  then  you  stopped,  with- 
out asking  me  to  do  something  about  it! 
In  business,  the  important  thing  is  to  get 
them  to  sign  on  the  dotted  line."— Record 
of  Christian  Work. 

Prayer  Thought 
Worthy  instructions  given  are  noble;  yet 
if  these  reap  no  action,  they  are  in  vain. 
"Doing"  is  more  important  than  "saying." 

THURSDAY,  JUNE  13 
Scripture  Reading— 1  Peter  1:7 

"It  Was  Gold!" 
The  floods  washed  away  home  and  mill 
—all  the  poor  man  had  in  the  world.  But 
as  he  stood  on  the  scene  of  his  loss,  after 
the  water  had  subsided,  broken-hearted  and 
discouraged,  he  saw  something  on  the  bank 
which  the  waters  had  washed  bare.  "It 
looks  like  gold,"  he  said.  It  was  gold.  The 
flood  which  had  beggared  him  made  him 
rich.  So  it  is  ofttimes  in  life.  Sorrow 
strips  off  loved  possessions,  but  reveals  the 
treasures  of  the  love  of  God.  We  are  sure, 
at  least,  that  every  sorrow  that  comes 
brings  to  us  a  gift  from  God,  blessing 
which  may  be  ours,  if  we  will  accept  it.— 
J.  R.  Miller. 

Prayer  Thought 
Losing  all    of    one's    possessions  often 
makes  one  realize  the  true  values  of  life. 
Only  when  we  are  stripped  of  ourselves 
can  we  find  God. 

FRIDAY,  JUNE  14 
Scripture  Reading— Matthew  22:21 


"Your  Flag  -  My  Flag!" 
"Your  flag  and  my  flag, 
And  how  it  flies  today, 
In  your  land  and  my  land, 
And  half  a  world  away! 
Rose-red  and  blood-red, 
Its  stripes  forever  gleam, 
Snow-white  and  soul-white— 
The  good  forefather's  dream. 
Sky-blue  and  true-blue, 
With  stars  that  gleam  aright— 
The  glorious  guide  of  the  day, 
A  shelter  through  the  night! 

-Wilbur  D.  Nesbit. 

Prayer  Thought 
Patriotism  is  good.   One  must  bear  alle- 
giance for  his  country,  but  more  important- 
ly he  must  give  absolute  allegiance  to  the 
heavenly  Father. 

SATURDAY,  JUNE  15 
Scripture  Reading— Exodus  20:12 
That  Dad  of  Mine 

His  shoulders  are  stooped  with  strife  and 
care, 

His  life's  work  is  almost  thru; 
He  sits  alone  in  an  easy  chair 

Dreaming  of  Home  beyond  the  blue. 
Those  snowy  locks  are  a  noble  crown, 

Those  eyes  are  dimmed  with  the  years; 
He  calmly  awaits  the  Harvest  Lord, 

He  knows  no  cares  or  fears, 

That  Dad  of  mine! 

Years  ago  when  he  was  young 

I  was  his  pride  and  joy, 
He  always  prayed  that  God  some  day 

Would  save  his  wandering  boy; 
God  saw  in  him  a  life  so  pure— 

His  prayers  are  answered  now, 
He  is  ready  for  a  crown  of  gold 

To  adorn  his  snowy  brow, 

That  Dad  of  mine! 

When  I  was  but  a  lad  so  small 
I  thought  my  Daddy  grand; 

I  would  be  just  like  him 

When  "I  grow  to  be  a  man." 

Those  days  are  fled  and  vanished, 
When  I  sat  upon  his  knee, 

But  I  look  back  on  yesterday- 
He  was  a  pal  to  me, 
That  Dad  of  mine! 

— Gwendolin  A.  Edge. 

Prayer  Thought 
How  wonderful  to  pay  respect  to  the 
memory  of  "dear  old  Dad."    How  more 
wonderful  to  let  him  know  that  he's  ap- 
preciated while  he's  living! 

(Devotions  used  by  permission,  Knight's 
Master  Book  of  New  Illustrations,  Eerd- 
mans  Press.) 


'THE  DEVIL  AND  GOOD  TUNES!" 

It  was  Moody  who  asked,  when  criti- 
cized for  the  gaiety  of  his  hymns,  "Is  the 
devil  to  have  all  the  good  tunes?"— 
W.  B.  K. 
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Important 
Announcement! 

The  tenth  annual  session  of  the  Wom- 
an's Auxiliary  of  the  General  Conference 
will  convene  with  the  Hearon  Circle  Free 
Will  Baptist  Church,  7408  Lone  Oak 
Street,  Southern  Shops,  Spartanburg, 
South  Carolina,  on  June  24,  25.  Things 
to  take  note  of  are  as  follows: 

1.  Pray  for  your  convention  and  its 
officers. 

2.  Monday  night,  June  24,  7:30  p.m., 
"Youth  Unites"  (young  people). 

3.  Tuesday  morning,  June  25,  10  a.m., 
"Dwelling  Together  in  Unity"  (Psalm  133: 
1),  (woman's  auxiliary). 

4.  The  1973  convention  authorized  its 
executive  committee  to  make  plans  for 
mission  work  by  sponsoring  Bible 
schools  for  churches  that  do  not  have 
them.  If  you  know  of  a  church  that 
needs  a  Bible  school  please  indicate  on 
your  registration  blank. 

5.  General  Mission  Fund— Please  give 
your  money  in  order  that  we  may  go  for- 
ward with  the  Bible  schools  and  other 
mission  work. 

I  am  expecting  a  delegate  and  a  report 
from  your  auxiliary.  Why  not  include 
the  convention  in  your  summer  vaca- 
tion?   Come  and  bring  your  family. 

May  God  bless  and  be  with  you. 

MRS.  NORMAN  ARD,  President 


North  Carolina 
State  Woman's 
Auxiliary  Convention 

by  Ruth  L.  Warrick 
Corresponding  Secretary 

The  North  Carolina  State  Woman's 
Auxiliary  Convention's  forty-seventh  an- 
nual session  convened  Thursday,  May  9, 
at  Oak  Grove  Free  Will  Baptist  Church 
near  Bladenboro,  North  Carolina. 

The  theme  for  the  day  was  "Be  Strong 
and  of  Good  Courage,"  with  Scripture 
taken  from  Deuteronomy  31:6. 


The  meeting  was  called  to  order  by 
the  president,  Mrs.  D.  W.  Hancock,  who 
asked  the  congregation  to  stand  for 
silent  prayer.  Mrs.  Hattie  Adcox  Bright 
gave  the  devotions,  basing  her  remarks 
on  the  theme  Scripture  and  the  leader- 
ship of  Moses.  Mrs.  Hulda  Kinlaw  ren- 
dered special  music,  "He  Restoreth  My 
Soul." 

Mrs.  Sterling  Duncan,  president  of  the 
Pee  Dee  District,  extended  a  very  warm 
welcome.  Mrs.  Carl  Dudley  of  the  Cape 
Fear  District  responded. 

Mrs.  Hancock,  in  her  message,  said 
that  members  of  the  convention  had  been 
courageous  in  that  they  had  met  all 
quotas  on  designated  projects.  She 
thanked  everyone  for  coming  and  also 
commended  the  officers  of  the  conven- 
tion for  their  cooperation  throughout 
the  year.  She  urged  us  to  continue  to 
"be  strong  in  the  Lord." 

The  president  recognized  the  minis- 
ters, state  officers,  and  district  presi- 
dents in  attendance;  also,  Mr.  Sam 
Weeks,  superintendent  of  the  Children's 
Home,  who  thanked  the  women  for  pay- 
ing for  the  walk-in  freezer  for  the  Home 
with  a  surplus  of  approximately  $200 
which  will  be  applied  to  the  new  auxil- 
iary project,  that  of  air-conditioning  the 
chapel. 

The  executive  committee's  minutes 
were  read  by  the  secretary,  Mrs.  W.  B. 
Raper.  They  were  adopted  and  on  mo- 
tion of  the  convention  the  following 
recommendations  were  approved:  The 
adoption  of  a  $3,000  quota  for  foreign 
missions  (to  be  divided  equally  among 
Mrs.  J.  E.  Timmons,  Mrs.  Vance  Link,  and 
Mrs.  Harold  Jones);  also  $1,500  for  home 
missions  and  $3,000  for  air-conditioning 
the  chapel  at  the  Children's  Home. 

Temporary  committees  were  appoint- 
ed. 

Mrs.  A.  B.  Chandler  presented  the  Life 
Membership  Award  on  behalf  of  the  con- 
vention. She  presented  a  very  touching 
"word  picture"  of  the  recipient,  who  was 
her  mother,  Mrs.  Sunie  Hansley  of  Folk- 
stone,  North  Carolina.    Mrs.  Hansley  is 


also  the  mother  of  the  Revs.  David  and 
Carol  Hansley. 

Mrs.  D.  W.  Hansley,  youth  chairman, 
introduced  the  AFC  declamation  winner, 
Helen  Griffin  from  the  Piedmont  District, 
and  the  YFA  winner,  Denise  Miller  from 
the  Eastern  District.  They  both  gave 
their  declamalions,  "Prayer  Is,"  which 
were  very  inspirational.  They  were  both 
awarded  a  trip  to  summer  camp  at  Crag- 
mont  Assembly. 

The  morning  worship  hour  began  with 
the  singing  of  "Faith  Is  the  Victory." 
This  was  followed  by  the  offering  with 
the  Rev.  Gene  Britt  offering  the  offer- 
tory prayer.  Mrs.  Gayla  Bryan  sang 
"Because  He  Loves  Me,"  after  which  Mrs. 
Sterling  Duncan,  vice-president,  intro- 
duced the  Rev.  Harold  Jones,  missionary 
to  the  Philippines,  who  brought  the  con- 
vention sermon.  Mr.  Jones  rehearsed 
incidents  in  the  Old  Testament  relative 
to  the  theme  Scripture  and  said  that  God 
fought  the  battles  for  His  people  then 
and  He  still  has  the  power  to  do  so  to- 
day. He  forcefully  urged  the  church  to 
trust  not  in  themselves,  but  in  the  power 
of  the  Holy  Spirit.  He  quoted  the  "Great 
Commission"  from  Mark  16:15,  and  chal- 
lenged Free  Will  Baptists  to  a  greater  ef- 
fort to  reach  others  with  the  gospel. 

The  noon  hour  was  one  of  fellowship 
and  a  bountiful  lunch  spread  in  the  Oak 
Grove  Community  Building. 

The  afternoon  session  opened  with  a 
hymn  and  the  essay,  "The  Power  of 
Prayer,"  by  the  first-place  winner,  Lisa 
Trivett  of  the  Cape  Fear  District. 

Miss  Leah  McGlohon  gave  a  loving  tri- 
bute to  the  deceased  in  a  memorial  ser- 
vice. 

Mount  Olive  College  was  represented 
by  Russell  Duncan;  the  Rev.  Walter  Rey- 
nolds spoke  on  superannuation,-  and  Mr. 
Sam  Weeks  gave  a  report  from  the  Chil- 
dren's Home.  Mrs.  Dola  Dudley,  mission 
chairman  of  the  convention,  announced  a 
Mission  Rally  for  July  16,  at  Stoney 
Creek  Free  Will  Baptist  Church  near 
Goldsboro.  The  Rev.  Al  Markuson  spoke 
briefly  on  his  work  on  the  home  mis- 
sion field. 

Mrs.  Lillie  Mae  Sasser  gave  the  Anna 
Phillips  Loan  Fund  report.  She  also  spoke 
for  Cragmont  Assembly  and  announced 
that  the  Woman's  Conference  would  be 
held  August  12-17.  Mrs.  Sasser  and 
Mrs.  Dola  Dudley  were  elected  as  codirec- 
tors  for  the  conference.  The  theme  for 
the  conference  will  be  "Victory  in  Jesus." 

The  treasurer,  Mrs.  Raymond  Sasser, 
reported  the  best  financial  year  in  the 
(continued  on  page  fifteen) 
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Clyde  Cox  to  Conduct 
Mount  Zion  Revival 


The  Rev.  Clyde  Cox  will  be  the  visit- 
ing minister  for  revival  services  at 
Mount  Zion  Free  Will  Baptist  Church, 
Roper,  North  Carolina,  the  week  of  June 
10-15.  The  services  will  begin  nightly 
at  7:45  with  the  pastor,  the  Rev.  Charlie 
Overton,  assisting  Mr.  Cox.  Each  service 
will  also  feature  special  music.  The 
pastor  and  the  church  congregation  ex- 
tend a  warm  welcome  to  everyone  to  at- 
tend this  revival. 

Daily  Vacation  Bible  School 
At  Oak  Grove  Church 

The  week  of  June  10-15  will  be  special 
at  the  Oak  Grove  Free  Will  Baptist 
Church  near  Vanceboro,  North  Carolina, 
in  that  this  will  be  the  time  set  aside 
for  daily  vacation  Bible  school.  The  time 
will  be  from  6:30-9:30  p.m.  each  night, 
and  all  area  people  are  urged  to  be  in 
attendance  for  this  period  of  instruction 
and  fellowship.  These  times  of  worship 
and  recreation  have  proven  to  be  of  real 
spiritual  significance. 

Warden's  Grove  Church 
To  Observe  Homecoming 

Homecoming  services  will  be  observed 
at  Warden's  Grove  Free  Will  Baptist 
Church,  Lowlands,  North  Carolina,  Sun- 


day, June  9.  The  day's  services  will  be- 
gin with  Sunday  school  at  9:45  a.m.,  fol- 
lowed with  the  worship  service  at  eleven 
with  the  pastor,  the  Rev.  Billy  Twiddy, 
bringing  the  homecoming  message,  along 
with  some  good  singing.  At  the  noon 
hour  a  picnic  lunch  will  be  served. 

An  afternoon  service  of  singing,  pray- 
er, and  praise  to  the  Lord  will  be  held. 
Everyone  is  cordially  invited  to  attend 
these  services,  and  especially  are  singing 
groups  invited  to  attend  and  participate 
in  the  afternoon  service.  The  church 
members  are  truly  looking  forward  to  a 
day  of  Christian  worship  and  fellowship. 

Revival  Services  Scheduled 
For  Saint  Mary's  Grove 

Revival  services  are  scheduled  for 
Saint  Mary's  Grove  Free  Will  Baptist 
Church,  Route  3,  Benson,  North  Caro- 
lina, for  the  week  of  June  9-15.  The 
services  will  begin  each  evening  at  eight 
o'clock  with  the  Rev.  Billy  Norvell  of  Er- 
win,  North  Carolina,  as  the  guest  min- 
ister. The  pastor,  the  Rev.  R.  H.  Jack- 
son, will  assist  in  the  services  which 
will  feature  special  singing  nightly.  He 
and  the  church  membership  invite  the 
public  to  attend  all  these  services  you 
possibly  can. 

Tarboro  Church  Announces 
Weekend  Revival 

The  First  Free  Will  Baptist  Church  of 
Tarboro,  North  Carolina,  announces  a 
weekend  revival  for  June  7,  8,  and  9,  be- 
ginning each  evening  at  7:30.  The 
speaker  for  these  services  will  be  the 
newly-elected  pastor  of  the  Tarboro 
church,  the  Rev.  0.  B.  Jones.  This  will 
be  a  great  opportunity  for  the  Free  Will 
Baptists  of  this  area  to  hear  the  new 
pastor  proclaim  God's  message.  All  in- 
terested persons  are  cordially  invited  to 
attend  any  or  all  of  these  services. 

Mr.  Jones  is  a  native  of  Johnston 
County,  North  Carolina,  and  comes  to  the 
Tarboro  church  from  the  First  Free  Will 
Baptist  Church  of  Durham  where  he  has 
served  as  pastor  for  the  past  four  years. 
Prior  to  that  time  he  pastored  churches 


Churches  and  Ministers 
Available 

( Note :  This  column  is  provided,  when 
needed,  for  any  church  that  is  seeking  a 
pastor  and  for  any  minister  who  is  seeking 
a  church  to  serve  and  would  like  to  give 
such  notice.  Please  send  the  necessary  in- 
formation to  the  editor  of  "The  Free  Will 
Baptist."  Each  notice  will  run  for  two  is- 
sues only. ) 


The  Rev.  W.  L.  Brickhouse  announces 
that  he  is  available  for  full-time  or  part- 
time  pastoral  work.  Any  church  inter- 
ested in  his  services  may  write  Mr.  Brick- 
house  at  Route  2,  Box  259,  Columbia, 
North  Carolina  27925,  or  call  Columbia 
796-5076. 


in  the  Greensboro  area  for  twenty-five 
years,  having  established  two  Free  Will 
Baptist  churches  in  that  area. 

For  the  past  several  years  Mr.  Jones 
has  had  the  privilege  to  host  a  tour  of 
Israel  each  spring. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Jones  and  their  youngest 
daughter,  Becky,  reside  in  the  church's 
parsonage  at  108  Hope  Lodge  Street  in 
Tarboro. 

Weekend  of  Singing 
At  Oak  Grove  Church 

The  Oak  Grove  Free  Will  Baptist 
Church  near  Vanceboro,  North  Carolina, 
will  observe  singing  services  Saturday 
and  Sunday  nights,  June  8  and  9,  at  7:30 
p.m.  The  public  is  invited  to  attend 
these  inspirational  services  which  will 
feature  three  outstanding  singing 
groups:  The  Joy  Singers,  The  Young  Cru- 
saders, and  The  Young  World  Singers. 
The  pastor  of  Oak  Grove,  the  Rev.  Hil- 
lary Gaskins,  and  the  congregation  issue 
a  warm  invitation  to  the  public  to  be  in 
attendance. 


Coming  Events  .  .  . 

June  24— General  Youth  Conference, 
Hearon  Circle  Free  Will  Baptist  Church, 
Spartanburg,  South  Carolina,  7:30 
P.  M. 

June  24,  25— Woman's  Auxiliary  of  the 
Central  Conference,  Hearon  Circle  Free 
Will  Baptist  Church,  Spartanburg, 
South  Carolina 

June  25,  26  —  General  Conference  of 
Original  Free  Will  Baptists,  Hearon  Cir- 
cle Free  Will  Baptist  Church,  Spartan- 
burg, South  Carolina 
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Grubbs  Elected 
President  of 
Student  Fellowship 


MOUNT  OLIVE.  NORTH  CAROLINA 

APPRECIATION  AND  MEMORIAL  DINNER  FOR 
THE  REV.  AND  MRS.  LLOYD  VERNON 


Free  Will  Baptists  will  have  an  oppor- 
tunity on  June  15  to  pay  special  tribute 
to  the  Rev.  Lloyd  Vernon  and  to  me- 
morialize Mrs.  Vernon  for  sixty-three 
years  of  dedicated  services  to  our  de- 
nomination. A  dinner  for  this  purpose 
has  been  authorized  by  the  Board  of 
Trustees  of  Mount  Olive  College  to  honor 
Mr.  Vernon,  especially  for  his  services 
as  the  first  president  of  Mount  Olive 
College  during  1952-53  when  it  was 
known  as  Mount  Allen  College. 

During  this  year  Mr.  Vernon  commut- 
ed weekly  from  Whaley's  Chapel  church 
near  Richlands,  North  Carolina,  to  Crag- 
mont  Assembly  near  Black  Mountain, 
North  Carolina,  where  the  College  was 
located. 

Mrs.  Vernon  was  a  faithful  companion 
to  Mr.  Vernon  and  she  was  a  "mother" 
to  the  students  enrolled  that  first  year. 

Mrs.  Vernon,  the  former  Annie  Wig- 
gins, passed  away  March  28,  1974.  She, 
along  with  Mr.  Vernon,  was  a  native  of 
Mount  Olive. 

The  Vernon  dinner  will  be  held  on  the 
downtown  campus  of  Mount  Olive  Col- 
lege on  Saturday,  June  15,  at  7  p.m., 
and  is  open  to  all  friends  of  the  Vernons. 
There  is  no  charge  for  the  meal,  but  all 
who  plan  to  attend  are  asked  to  make 
reservations  with  the  College  in  advance 
and  to  make  a  contribution  to  "The  Rev. 
and  Mrs.  Lloyd  Vernon  Ministerial 
Student  Aid  Fund." 


»'»  mm 

The  Rev.  Lloyd  Vernon  and  the  late 
Mrs.  Vernon 


AFRICA  BOUND,  BUT  NO  SOULS  WON 
HERE 

D.  L.  Moody  once  met  a  young  fellow 
on  a  train.  This  young  man  was  bub- 
bling over  with  the  prospect  of  going  to 
Africa  and  winning  the  heathen  for 
Christ.  Mr.  Moody  asked  him  a  very 
pertinent  question,  "How  many  souls 
have  you  brought  to  the  Lord  here  at 
home?"  After  a  brief  pause,  he  answer- 
ed truthfully,  "I  do  not  know  of  one  soul 
that  I  have  won."— Selected. 


Paul  Grubbs,  the  son  of  Mrs.  Herman 
A.  Giubbs  Sr.  and  the  iate  Mr.  Grubbs  of 
Plymouth,  North  Carolina,  has  been  elect- 
ed as  president  for  the  Free  Will  Baptist 
Student  Fellowship  at  Mount  Olive  Col- 
lege for  the  1974-75  academic  year.  The 
Free  Will  Baptist  Student  Fellowship  is  a 
Christian  organization  which  meets 
weekly  on  campus  and  seeks  to  provide 
an  opportunity  for  students  to  develop 
Christian  character  and  leadership. 

During  his  freshman  year  Paul  was  a 
member  of  the  Fellowship,  the  Hender- 
son Science  Club,  Academic  Affairs  Com- 
mittee, Tennis  Team,  and  the  Olive 
Leaves  staff.  As  a  religion  major  dur- 
ing his  fall  semester,  he  was  a  student 
minister  at  Northeast  Free  Will  Baptist 
Church  near  Mount  Olive;  and,  during 
the  spring  semester  he  was  a  student 
minister  at  the  First  Free  Will  Baptist 
Church  of  Kinston,  North  Carolina.  Paul 
has  recently  completed  his  tenure  as 
president  of  the  Cape  Fear  Youth  Rally. 

Regarding  his  role  as  president,  Paul 
said,  "It  is  a  wonderful  pleasure  for  me 
to  have  been  elected  president  of  the 
Free  Will  Baptist  Fellowship  for  the  1974- 
75  school  year  at  Mount  Olive  College. 
My  first  goal  is  to  make  the  Fellowship 
the  best  club  it  is  capable  of  being  and 
getting  more  people  active  and  having 
more  outstanding  programs.  My  second 
goal  for  the  Fellowship  is  to  produce  a 
strong  Christian  relationship  among 
students  at  Mount  Olive  College." 


Announcing  a  special  meeting  the  min- 
ister said,  "Come  early  if  you  hope  to 
get  a  back  seat." 
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APPRECIATION  DINNER  FOR  THE  REV.  LLOYD  VERNON 

I  wish  to  make   (number  of  persons)  reservations  to  the  Lloyd  Vernon 

dinner  at  Mount  Olive  College  on  June  15. 

My  contribution  to  the  "Lloyd  Vernon  Ministerial  Student  Aid  Fund"  is  en- 
closed: (make  check  payable  to  Mount  Olive  College). 

Signed   

Address   

City  State   

Zip   
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"A  Christum  Home  for  Boys  and  Girls 

*       MIDDLESEX,  NORTH  (IVROITNA  27557 

Phone  (919)  235-4079 

MR.  SAMMY  WEEKS,  Superintendent 

EMPLOYEE  NEWS 

During  the  month  of  April,  Mrs. 
Gladys  Weeks  joined  the  Home's  staff  as 
the  superintendent's  assistant.  Her 
specific  duties  are:  to  supervise  the 
houseparent  staff,  to  coordinate  medical 
treatment  of  the  children,  to  supervise 
the  purchase  of  clothing,  and  to  plan 
for  and  coordinate  the  children's  activi- 
ties and  visitations. 


We  warmly  welcome  her  to  this  posi- 
tion and  sincerely  believe  that  she  will 
be  a  tremendous  asset  to  the  Children's 
Home  staff. 


Any  communication  concerning  the 
children  should  be  directed  to  her  of- 
fice, telephone  235-4079,  or  P.  0.  Draw- 
er E,  Middlesex,  North  Carolina  27557. 


FOUNDERS'  DAY 
CELEBRATION 

On  Saturday,  May  25,  we  celebrated 
the  fifty-fourth  anniversary  of  the 
founding  of  our  Home.  It  was  a  lovely 
day  and  the  campus  was  a  beautiful  site 
to  behold.  There  were  only  about  three 
hundred  persons  attending  the  services, 
but  many  more  wanted  to  come  but 
could  not.  We  had  a  nice  service  in  the 
chapel.  The  children  sang  and  the  Rev. 
Lloyd  Vernon  delivered  an  inspiring  mes- 
sage. The  offering  received,  plus  what 
had  been  received  through  the  mail,  to- 
taled over  $10,000.  The  largest  single 
contribution  came  from  Holly  Springs 
Free  Will  Baptist  Church  at  Newport. 


Their  contribution  totaled  $1,470  which 
they  raised  through  a  pork  barbecue 
benefit  supper.  The  hogs  for  the  barbe- 
cue were  donated  by  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Gil- 
bert Slaughter,  members  of  the  church. 
In  the  photo,  Mrs.  Agnes  Garner  is 
shown  simulating  the  presentation  of 
the  gift  to  Mrs.  Weeks  while  other  mem- 
bers look  on. 


After  the  services  were  over,  every- 
one gathered  around  the  picnic  tables 
and  there  we  all  had  a  feast.  The  chil- 
dren enjoyed  the  food  brought  by  the 
ladies  attending  the  service. 


Then  in  the  afternoon,  we  all  gathered 
around  for  an  old-fashioned  gospel  sing- 
ing. Many  of  our  children  sang  along 
with  several  visiting  singing  groups.  It 
was  a  nice  day  and  everyone  had  much 
fun. 

A  listing  of  all  the  contributions  will 
appear  in  a  later  issue  of  "The  Free  Will 
Baptist." 


SCHOOL  NEWS 

A  whirl  of  activity,  excitement,  con- 
cern, and  questions  have  filled  the  past 
weeks  as  our  children  plan  for  the  end 
of  school. 

The  same  old  question  is  in  every 
child's  mind,  "Will  I  pass  my  grade?" 
Most  of  the  time  this  question  can  be 
answered  by  the  individual.  Of  course, 
we  have  some  children  who  have  not 
done  their  best.  Looking  back  at  this 
time  of  the  year  makes  them  realize  the 
importance  of  trying  to  do  their  best 


everyday  of  the  year,  not  just  the  last 
few  days  of  schqol.  Most  of  our  children 
have  done  very  well  in  school.  Many 
students  are  involved  in  the  extra  activi- 
ties at  school,  such  as  football,  basket- 
ball, track,  cheerleaders,  chorus,  and 
band. 

In  the  Middlesex  Elementary  School, 
our  children  took  part  in  a  special  music 
program  Monday,  May  20,  1974,  followed 
by  their  piano  recital  on  Tuesday,  May 
21. 

Mattie  Lena  Davidson  and  Ricky  Eason 
will  graduate  from  the  kindergarten  in 
June  and  Brenda  Sue  Jones  will  be  the 
mascot  for  their  class. 

As  the  day  draws  near  to  leave  one 
school  to  enter  another  school  for  the 
next  school  year,  most  of  our  students 
have  mixed  emotions.  This  is  very  true 
of  our  seniors,  since  they  will  be  leaving 
the  Home  to  venture  out  on  their  own. 
We  have  three  seniors  this  year:  Janice 
Tebo,  Ricky  Faircloth,  and  Judy  Hill. 

Janice  Tebo  will  be  working  at  the 
Caswell  Center  in  Kinston,  North  Caro- 
lina, during  the  summer  and  enter  Mount 
Olive  College  in  the  fall.  Janice  plans 
to  study  for  the  field  of  special  educa- 
tion. Ricky  will  work  this  summer  and 
enter  Mount  Olive  College  in  the  fall, 
also. 

Wedding  bells  will  be  ringing  for  Judy 
Hill  since  she  plans  to  marry  Billy  Joe 
Jones  of  Bailey,  North  Carolina,  on  June 
15,  1974,  here  at  Memorial  Chapel. 

On  May  31,  1974,  we  honored  our 
seniors  with  a  banquet,  trying  in  some 
way  to  let  them  know  we  love  them  and 
will  miss  them  when  they  graduate.  We 
are  very  proud  of  these  young  people, 
for  their  achievements,  integrity,  and 
leadership  abilities  in  their  school- 
Southern  Nash  Senior  High. 

Claudius  Elmore  came  home  the  week- 
end of  May  18  from  Lees-McRae  College 
at  Banner  Elk,  North  Carolina.  We  are 
always  glad  to  have  him  on  the  campus. 
His  report  came  in  a  few  days  ago  and 
we  would  like  to  share  it  with  you: 

Semester 


Subject 

Grade 

Hours 

Western  Civilization 

A 

3 

General  Zoology 

A 

4 

Varsity  Athletics 

A 

1 

New  Testament  Religion 

A 

3 

ROTC 

A 

2 

English  Composition 

A 

3 

Mathematics 

A 

3 

College  Program 

A 

y2 

Total 

He  has  maintained  all  A's  for  the  year, 
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ttaining  38  semester  hours.  This  is  a 
ireat  report  and  we  are  very  proud  of 
laudius. 

As  the  school  year  draws  to  a  close, 
ve  ask  that  you  remember  our  children 
n  prayer  as  they  study  to  show  them- 
elves  approved  in  their  academic  work 
s  well  as  in  their  spiritual  life. 


Founders'  Day  Catch 


After  the  activities  of  Founders'  Day 

pad  passed,  several  of  the  boys  went 
fishing  at  the  Eva  Hinnant  Lake  (on  our 
farm)  late  in  the  evening.  They  were 
-ealiy  surprised  and  excited  about  their 
pig  catch,  which  consisted  of  nine  bass, 
me  largest  one  about  4  pounds.  Not 
sverytime  do  they  land  such  a  catch, 
out  the  boys  really  enjoy  their  fishing 
rime  at  the  pond. 


Group  Visits  the  Home 


On  Saturday,  May  25,  we  were  pleased 
to  have  a  Sunday  school  class  of  Juniper 
Chapel  at  Vanceboro,  North  Carolina,  visit 
with  us.  As  one  can  notice  in  the  pic- 
ture, they  came  in  numbers,  about  thirty 
children.  They  toured  the  campus,  had 
refreshments,  and  had  a  big  time.  We're 
glad  they  came  and  hope  they'll  visit 
again  real  soon. 


A  family  jar  is  no  good  for  preserving 
the  peace. 

THE  FREE  WILL  BAPTIST 


State  Layman's  League 
Board  Honors  State 
Layman  of  the  Year 

by  James  A.  Meeks,  Secretary  N.  C. 
Layman's  League  Board 

One  of  the  highlights  of  the  State 
Layman's  League  Workshop  and  Chris- 
tian Seminar  held  at  the  First  Free  Will 
Baptist  Church,  Tarboro,  North  Carolina, 
Saturday,  May  18,  was  the  selection  of 
the  North  Carolina  Layman  of  the  Year. 

This  selection  was  made  from  names 
of  nominees  sent  in  by  their  church.  Be- 
low is  a  brief  resume  of  the  nominee, 
Billy  Trevathan,  as  submitted  by  Michael 
Gardner  of  the  First  Church,  Tarboro. 
Billy  was  selected  from  all  the  nominees 
as  the  Layman  of  the  Year. 

Billy  Trevathan  is  a  Christian,  busi- 
nessman and  a  member  of  the  First  Free 
Will  Baptist  Church  of  Tarboro,  North 
Carolina.  Billy  is  married  to  the  former 
Miss  Jean  Williamson  and  they  have  two 
fine  children,  ages  11  and  6.  The  whole 
family  is  very  active  in  our  church.  Billy 
started  serving  the  Lord  at  a  very  young 
age  and  has  been  serving  Him  faithfully 
over  the  years.  In  meeting  the  demands 
that  would  be  placed  on  him,  Billy 
served  God  and  his  church  in  the  follow- 
ing ways: 

1.  Member  and  president  of  the  Lay- 
man's League, 

2.  Sunday  school  teacher, 

3.  Chairman  of  the  pulpit  committee, 
and 

4.  Chairman  of  the  board  of  deacons. 
During  the  past  year  Billy  has  had  a 

responsibility  that  only  a  man  submitted 
to  the  will  of  God  could  have  accom- 
plished. Our  pastor  was  called  to  an- 
other pastorate  and  left  the  last  of  No- 
vember. As  chairman  of  the  deacons 
board  Billy  was  looked  to  for  leadership 
and  guidance  in  our  time  of  need.  He 
not  only  was  chairman  of  the  deacons 
board  but  was  also  chairman  of  the  pul- 
pit committee.  The  pulpit  committee 
had  the  double  jobs  of  seeing  that  the 
Word  of  God  was  preached  every  ser- 
vice and  also  that  of  searching  for  a 
new  pastor.  Through  the  leadership  of 
God,  Billy  has  helped  our  church  not 
only  hold  together  without  a  pastor,  but 
have  a  spiritual  revival  and  experience 
renewed  unity. 

Billy  has  been  a  shining  light  to  all 
the  people  in  our  church.  He  has  been 
a  friend,  a  pastor,  and  an  inspiration  in 
our  time  of  need.   Many  times  Billy  has 


Black  Jack  Church 
Honors  Its  Layman 
Of  the  Year 

by  James  A.  Meeks,  President 

On  Sunday,  May  19,  during  the  morn- 
ing worship  service,  the  Black  Jack  Lay- 
man's League  honored  its  Layman  of  the 
Year,  Billy  Elks,  with  the  president, 
James  A.  Meeks,  presenting  the  award. 

The  following  is  a  brief  resume  of 
Billy's  service  to  his  God,  his  church, 
and  his  community: 

Even  though  Billy  Elks  is  a  young  man, 
his  services  to  his  God  and  fellowman 
would  fill  many  pages.  Billy  is  a  firm 
believer  that  one  should  be  involved  in 
the  work  of  the  church,  not  just  asso- 
ciated with  it.  You  can  see  in  Billy's 
life  the  essence  of  involvement— putting 
oneself  in  the  other  person's  place— in 
divine  terms  "the  Word  being  made 
flesh."  This  kind  of  involvement  adds 
empathy  to  sympathy  and  replaces  mere 
association  with  identification. 

His  identification  with  the  church  in- 
cludes the  following: 

1.  Cubmaster  of  Pack  401, 

2.  Chairman  of  church  building  com- 
mittee which  includes  purchasing  sup- 
plies for  janitorial  department  and  kitch- 
en supplies  (also  for  suppers,  benefits, 
and  homecoming), 

3.  Served  as  head  usher, 

4.  Chairman  of  Layman  League  be- 
nevolent committee,  and 

5.  Member  of  church  softball  team. 
Billy  has  served  as  superintendent  of 

the  youth  department  of  his  church. 
Many  retreats  of  youth  at  Cragmont  have 
seen  him  there  with  his  wife  serving  as 
counselors.  The  retreat  at  Eagles  Nest 
last  month  had  Billy  serving  as  counselor, 
along  with  his  wife.  He  is  also  involved 
in  our  visitation  program. 

The  list  goes  on  and  on.  Billy  Elks  is 
truly  an  outstanding  member  of  his 
church  and  community.  Very  few  have 
done  so  much  for  so  many  without  ask- 
ing for  any  personal  gain  or  recognition. 
Yes,  Billy  Elks  is  our  Layman  of  the  Year. 

reminded  us  that  if  we  would  let  God 
lead  our  church  and  unite  for  Christ  that 
everything  would  work  for  the  glory  of 
God.  I  couldn't  begin  to  put  into  words 
what  Billy  has  meant  to  our  church  dur- 
ing the  past  year,  but  I  can  say  that  I 
think  he  would  be  very  deserving  of  such 
an  honor  as  Layman  of  the  Year. 


by  the  Rev.  R.  P.  Harris 


Scriptural  Basis:  "And  now,  Israel, 
what  doth  the  LORD  thy  God  require  of 
thee,  but  to  fear  the  LORD  thy  God,  to 
walk  in  all  his  ways,  and  to  love  him, 
and  to  serve  the  LORD  thy  God  with  all 
thy  heart  and  with  all  thy  soul"  Deuter- 
onomy 10:12. 

THE  DUTY  OF  MAN  TO  LOOK  FOR  THE 
SECOND  COMING  OF  CHRIST 

All  devoted  Christians  are  sincerely 
looking  for  the  return  of  the  Lord  Jesus 
Christ  to  this  earth  (see  Acts  1:11).  His 
coming  will  be  in  three  phases.  First, 
there  will  be  an  appearance  of  the  Lord 
with  a  shout  (see  1  Thessalonians  4:16), 
to  receive  all  saints  who  are  in  the 
tombs  and  to  catch  up  alive  all  Christians 
that  are  remaining.  The  second  phase 
will  be  the  Lord's  appearance  to  subdue 
and  conquer  His  enemies  which  are  en- 
gaged in  the  world's  most  bloody  war. 
The  third  phase  has  to  do  with  the  es- 
tablishing of  His  kingdom  here  on  earth. 
This  kingdom  will  last  one  thousand 
years,  followed  by  the  last  reckoning 
with  sin,  Satan,  and  the  consummation 
(or  termination)  of  all  sinful  pursuits  on 
earth. 

The  second  coming  of  Christ  is  the 
one  remaining  hope  of  all  saints.  There 
are  several  ultimate  reasons  for  this. 
The  Scriptures,  both  the  Old  and  the  New 
Testaments,  declare  His  second  coming 
in  no  uncertain  terms.  You  have  only 
to  get  a  good  Bible  concordance  and  a 
good  reference  Bible  to  find  an  abun- 
dance of  information  to  prove  His  first 
and  His  second  coming. 

While  Christ  was  on  earth  He  prom- 
ised to  return  (see  John  14:1-3),  the  an- 
gels declared  He  would  return  (see  Acts 
1:11),  and  the  Apostle  Paul  in  Hebrews 
10:37  promises  that  our  Lord  will  return. 
The  scoffers  make  fun  of  these  promises 


New  Growth 


BY  MRS.  ROYCE  MATTHEWS  M 

MARRIAGE 

When  I  hear  the  words,  "Dearly  be- 
loved, we  are  gathered  here  in  the  pres- 
ence of  God  and  these  witnesses  to  join 
this  man  and  woman  in  holy  matrimony," 
I  shudder  at  the  gravity  of  these  words. 

And  when  the  minister  gets  to  the 
part  of  the  ceremony  where  he  asks, 
"If  anyone  here  knows  any  reason  why 
these  two  should  not  be  joined  together, 
please  speak  now  or  forever  hold  your 
peace,"  I  want  to  jump  from  my  seat  and 
shout,  "Are  you  sure  you  want  to  go 
through  with  it?  Have  you  thought 
about  this  thing  carefully?" 

Sure  it's  love  when  even  the  sound  of 
his  car  makes  you  giddy,  or  just  to  touch 
his  hand  with  the  tips  of  your  fingers 
makes  crawly  things  travel  down  your 


because  they  are  not  familiar  with  the 
promises  or  are  dumb  with  regards  to 
the  signs  in  the  Scriptures  which  de- 
clare His  return. 

The  center  of  all  evangelistic  and  fun- 
damental preaching  is  based  upon  the 
return  of  the  Lord  to  receive  all  saints 
unto  Himself  and  to  establish  them  in 
His  eternal  kingdom.  This  is  the  ulti- 
mate goal  of  all  Christian  churches, 
creeds,  and  motives.  Destroy  this  hope 
and  there  is  nothing  left. 

The  return  of  Christ  for  His  church 
will  be  with  great  power.  Satan  and 
the  demons  are  in  their  last  desperate 
plight  now  to  destroy  the  Christian  way 
of  life  upon  this  earth.  I  think  Satan  is 
gaining  power  day  and  night  in  all  high 
places  of  human  participation.  He  is 
succeeding  in  government,  in  science,  in 
nature,  and  even  in  religion.  He  is  infil- 
trating the  churches  and  is  establishing 
churches  in  his  own  name  and  his  fol- 
lowers are  increasing  in  great  numbers. 

Now  is  the  time  for  everyone  to  pre- 
pare for  Christ's  return  by  repentance 
for  and  the  forsaking  of  all  sinful  habits, 
practices,  or  participations.  ".  .  .  Be- 
lieve on  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ,  and  thou 
shalt  be  saved,  .  .  ."  (Acts  16:31).  Af- 
ter repentance  you  will  receive  Christ. 
Then  the  Holy  Spirit  will  take  over  to  di- 
rect your  life  so  that  you  will  live  for 
Christ  and  enjoy  His  ministry  by  becom- 
ing His  disciple  and  doing  those  things 
which  the  Lord  wants  you  to  do. 


spine  to  your  toes,  or  his  special  look! 
makes  you  weak  with  ecstasy.  He  treats 
you  like  royalty  and  you  feel  queenlike 
when  he  opens  a  door  for  you.  You  are 
the  most  fortunate  girl  on  earth! 

But  is  this  love  strong  enough  tc 
withstand  the  downs  of  a  life  together?! 
Years  later  when  you  have  been  visiting 
for  a  day,  you  come  out  of  the  house 
with  a  portable  crib  and  diaper  bag  in' 
one  hand,  the  baby  and  your  purse  in! 
the  other.  Your  husband  is  waiting  in 
the  car,  and  the  same  hands  that  once 
opened  the  door  for  a  queen  are  now| 
gripping  the  steering  wheel.  Above  the; 
baby's  shrill  crying,  you  hear  that  once 
sweet  voice  say  in  exasperation,  "Can't! 
you  hurry?  You'll  make  me  miss  the; 
beginning  of  Wide  World  of  Sports." 

Could  your  giddy  love  endure  this? 

Marriage  would  be  perfect  if  each! 
partner  brought  into  it  only  his  best' 
qualities  and  buried  the  rest  under  his  I 
father's  house  the  day  he  leaves.  But 
it  doesn't  always  work  this  way.  There 
is  more  to  marriage  than  happily  ever 
after. 

Marriage  is  a  time  of  growing,  a  time: 
of  giving,  and  a  time  of  receiving.  M 
good  marriage  is  a  treasure  and  a  joy.. 
It  should  not  be  considered  before  much] 
prayer  and  meditation.  The  adjustment 
period  in  a  God-ordained  marriage  is;: 
hard  enough— where  one  not  sanctioned! 
by  God  is  doomed  from  the  beginning.] 
A  look  at  divorce  statistics  will  verify 
this. 

If  those  of  us  who  are  blessed  with  a  i 
good  marriage  could  live  for  one  day  in  | 
the  shoes  of  those  less  fortunate,  we  j 
would  ask  forgiveness  of  God  for  not  be-  ■ 
ing  more  thankful. 

Anything  less  than  a  good  marriage  is 
hell  on  earth.  Only  guidance  from  God  ! 
can  assure  a  successful  one.  It  is  never 
too  early  to  begin  asking  God  to  lead, 
either  in  choosing  the  right  partner  or 
trying  to  mend  broken  threads  with  a 
chosen  partner.  He  is  the  vital  ingre- 
dient to  success. 


HELPED  BY  BEING  HURT 

Sometimes  we  are  helped  by  being 
hurt.  A  skilled  physician  about  to  per- 
form a  delicate  operation  upon  the  ear 
said  reassuringly,  "I  may  hurt  you,  but 
I  will  not  injure  you."  How  often  the 
great  Physician  speaks  to  us  the  same 
message  if  we  would  only  listen!  Rich- 
er life,  more  abundant  health  for  every 
child  of  His,  is  His  only  purpose.  Why 
defeat  that  purpose?— Selected. 
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Conducted  by  J.  P.  BARROW 
Route  1,  Box  475,  LaGrange,  North  Carolina  28551 


Question):  Please  explain,  "Jesus  an- 
swered and  said  unto  him,  What  I  do 
thou  knowest  not  now;  but  thou  shalt 
know  hereafter.  .  .  .  Jesus  saith  to  him, 
He  that  is  washed  needeth  not  save  to 
wash  his  feet,  but  is  clean  every  whit: 
and  ye  are  clean,  but  not  all"  (John  13:7, 
10).  When  did  Peter  really  know  what 
Jesus  said  he  would  know  hereafter?  If 
Judas  had  been  clean  would  he  have 
washed  the  feet  of  the  other  apostles? 

Answer:  I  am  not  sure  just  when  Peter 
came  into  a  full  knowledge  of  that  which 
Jesus  spoke  when  He  said,  as  we  have  it 
recorded  in  John  13:7,  ".  .  .  What  I  do 
thou  knowest  not  now;  but  thou  shalt 
know  hereafter."  However,  Jesus  said 
unto  Peter,  probably  on  the  same  occa- 
sion, "And  the  Lord  said,  Simon,  Simon, 
behold,  Satan  hath  desired  to  have  you, 
that  he  may  sift  you  as  wheat:  But  I  have 
prayed  for  thee,  that  thy  faith  fail  not: 
and  when  thou  art  converted,  strengthen 
thy  brethren"  (Luke  22:31,  32). 

If  not  before,  Peter  was  changed 
enough  in  attitude  on  the  Day  of  Pente- 
cost that  he  preached  that  wonderful 
sermon  found  in  Acts  2:14-40.  The  re- 
sult being:  "Then  they  that  gladly  re- 
ceived his  word  were  baptized:  and  the 
same  day  there  were  added  unto  them 
about  three  thousand  souls.  And  they 
continued  stedfastly  in  the  apostles'  doc- 
trine and  fellowship,  and  in  breaking  of 
bread,  and  in  prayers.  And  fear  came 
upon  every  soul:  and  many  wonders  and 
signs  were  done  by  the  apostles.  And 
all  that  believed  were  together,  and  had 
all  things  common"  (Acts  2:41-44).  "Con- 
verted" means  changed.  Peter  had  some 
change  to  take  place  within  him  on  the 
night  of  Jesus'  arrest  and  trial.  Com- 
pare, "Then  saith  Jesus  unto  them,  All 
ye  shall  be  offended  because  of  me  this 
night:  for  it  is  written,  I  will  smite  the 
shepherd,  and  the  sheep  of  the  flock 
shall  be  scattered  abroad.  But  after  I 
am  risen  again,  I  will  go  before  you  into 
Galilee.  Peter  answered  and  said  unto 
him,  Though  all  men  shall  be  offended 


because  of  thee,  yet  will  I  never  be  of- 
fended. Jesus  said  unto  him,  Verily  I 
say  unto  thee,  That  this  night,  before 
the  cock  crow,  thou  shalt  deny  me 
thrice.  Peter  said  unto  him,  Though  I 
should  die  with  thee,  yet  will  I  not  deny 
thee.  Likewise  also  said  all  the  disci- 
ples" (Matthew  26:31-35)  with,  "Now 
Peter  sat  without  in  the  palace-,  and  a 
damsel  came  unto  him,  saying,  Thou  also 
wast  with  Jesus  of  Galilee.  But  he  de- 
nied before  thern  all,  saying,  I  know  not 
what  thou  sayest.  And  when  he  was 
gone  out  into  the  porch,  another  maid 
saw  him,  and  said  unto  them  that  were 
there,  This  fellow  was  also  with  Jesus 
of  Nazareth.  And  again  he  denied  with 
an  oath,  I  do  not  know  the  man.  And 
after  a  while  came  unto  him  they  that 
stood  by,  and  said  to  Peter,  Surely  thou 
also  art  one  of  them;  for  thy  speech  be- 
wrayeth  thee.  Then  began  he  to  curse 
and  to  swear,  saying,  I  know  not  the 
man.  And  immediately  the  cock  crew. 
And  Peter  remembered  the  word  of  Je- 
sus, which  said  unto  him,  Before  the 
cock  crow,  thou  shalt  deny  me  thrice. 
And  he  went  out,  and  wept  bitterly" 
(Matthew  26:69-75). 

Then  after  the  resurrection  Jesus  fur- 
ther informed  His  disciples.  "So  when 
they  had  dined,  Jesus  saith  unto  Simon 
Peter,  Simon,  son  of  Jonas,  lovest  thou 
me  more  than  these?  He  saith  unto 
him,  Yea,  Lord;  thou  knowest  that  I  love 
thee.  He  saith  unto  him,  Feed  my  lambs. 
He  saith  to  him  again  the  second  time, 
Simon,  son  of  Jonas,  lovest  thou  me?  He 
saith  unto  him,  Yea,  Lord;  thou  knowest 
that  I  love  thee.  He  saith  unto  him, 
Feed  my  sheep.  He  saith  unto  him  the 
third  time,  Simon,  son  of  Jonas,  lovest 
thou  me?  Peter  was  grieved  because 
he  said  unto  him  the  third  time,  Lovest 
thou  me?  And  he  said  unto  him,  Lord, 
thou  knowest  all  things,-  thou  knowest 
that  I  love  thee.  Jesus  saith  unto  him, 
Feed  my  sheep"  (John  21:15-17). 

Later  in  life  Peter  appears  as  the 
mouthpiece  of  Christ  his  Lord  as  he 


writes  the  same  kind  of  instructions  for 
all  Christians,  but  especially  to  his  Jew- 
ish brethren:  "The  elders  which  are 
among  you  I  exhort,  who  am  also  an 
elder,  and  a  witness  of  the  sufferings  of 
Christ,  and  also  a  partaker  of  the  glory 
that  shall  be  revealed:  Feed  the  flock  of 
God  which  is  among  you,  taking  the 
oversight  thereof,  not  by  constraint,  but 
willingly,-  not  for  filthy  lucre,  but  of  a 
ready  mind;  Neither  as  being  lords  over 
God's  heritage,  but  being  ensamples  to 
the  flock.  And  when  the  chief  Shep- 
herd shall  appear,  ye  shall  receive  a 
crown  of  glory  that  fadeth  not  away" 
(1  Peter  5:1-4). 

Then  in  answering,  concerning  Judas 
Iscariot  in  the  light  of  Jesus'  words  as 
found  in  John  13:10,  it  is  my  opinion 
that  if  Judas  had  come  up  to  that  stan- 
dard, both  morally  and  spiritually,  that 
he  would  have  been  willing  and  probably 
ready  and  would  have  assumed  the  role 
of  a  servant  and  therefore  washed  Jesus 
and  His  disciples'  feet.  But  since  he  was 
not  and  none  of  the  apostles  could  get 
out  of  their  mind  a  high  position  in  the 
coming  kingdom  which  apparently  they 
assumed  would  come  before  or  instead 
of  Christ's  death  on  the  Cross,  Jesus  took 
advantage  of  all  the  recent  events,  in- 
cluding the  disciples'  desire  to  great- 
ness, to  inaugurate  the  ordinance  of  feet 
washing. 

If  you  recall  it  was  in  the  midst  of 
an  expressed  misunderstanding  among 
His  apostles  concerning  His  last  de- 
parture from  Galilee  to  Jerusalem  that 
Jesus  introduced  to  His  disciples  His 
plan  to  build  His  church.  (See  Matthew, 
Chapters  16-17.)  Then,  even  though 
He  had  commissioned  His  disciples  ear- 
lier (Matthew  4:18-22;  6:24,-  10:1-15; 
Luke  10:1-20),  after  He  was  resurrected 
from  the  dead  He  did  this,-  taking  ad- 
vantage of  the  occasion  when  their  feel- 
ings for  Him  were  newly  aroused,  He 
gave  what  we  usually  refer  to  as  "the 
Great  Commission."  (See  Acts  1:8;  Mat- 
thew 28:18-20;  Mark  16:14-18;  Luke  24: 
44-53.)  "As  thou  hast  sent  me  into  the 
world,  even  so  have  I  also  sent  them  into 
the  world"  (John  17:18);  "Then  said  Je- 
sus to  them  again,  Peace  be  unto  you: 
as  my  Father  hath  sent  me,  even  so  send 
I  you"  (John  20:21). 

As  we  practice  the  feet  washing  or- 
dinance we  acknowledge  the  need  of 
daily  or  continually  being  cleansed  by 
the  Holy  Spirit  who  will,  we  are  assured 
by  the  Scriptures,  when  we  confess  our 
sins.  We  confessed  our  sins  and  what 
(continued  on  page  fifteen) 
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SOMEONE  IS 
WATCHING 

by  Alice  Hitchcock 

PEARL  BROWN  lived  across  the  street 
from  a  beautiful  old  mansion.  There 
was  a  lovely  walled  garden  at  one  side 
and  Pearl  often  wished  she  might  go 
inside  and  see  all  the  beautiful  flowers. 
But  there  was  a  stern-looking  old  gar- 
dener, who  didn't  look  as  if  he  would 
allow  children  inside  the  wall.  One  day 
Pearl  noticed  that  the  stern-faced  gar- 
dener was  gone.  Instead  there  was  a 
round-faced  jolly-looking  fellow  busy 
with  a  hoe. 

"Do  you  suppose  he  would  allow  us 
to  go  in  and  see  the  flowers?"  Pearl 
asked  her  little  sister  Lois. 

"Want  to  see  flowers,"  Lois  cried. 
"Want  to  smell  flowers." 

Pearl  walked  up  close  to  the  wall.  The 
round-faced  gardener  looked  up. 
"Hello,  there!"  he  said,  with  a  smile. 
Pearl  spoke  up  politely  as  she  knew 
how.   Lois  smiled  and  showed  her  pretty 
dimples. 

"We  would  love  to  see  all  the  flowers 
in  there,"  Pearl  told  him. 

"Come  right  in,"  the  gardener  invit- 
ed. "You  may  walk  along  the  gravel 
paths  and  see  them  all.  But  you  must 
not  pull  them.  Mr.  Saunders  would  be 
angry  if  you  were  to  destroy  his  flowers. 
There  are  several  little  folks  in  the  gar- 
den now.  They  all  promised  to  be  very 
careful  and  not  to  pull  the  blossoms." 

"Oh,  thank  you,"  Pearl  beamed.  "We 
won't  touch  a  single  flower." 

Pearl  took  Lois  by  the  hand,  and  to- 
gether the  little  girls  walked  along  the 
pretty  paths.  Finally  Lois  became  tired 
of  being  led.  She  wriggled  loose  and 
ran  ahead  of  Pearl.    Up  the  path  she 


went  toward  the  stone  steps  that  led 
into  the  rose  garden. 

All  of  a  sudden  Pearl  heard  a  cry. 
It  sounded  very  much  like  Lois's  voice. 
Pearl  rushed  up  the  path  toward  the 
stone  steps.  The  sight  that  met  her  eyes 
made  Pearl  throw  up  her  hands  in  hor- 
ror. She  could  not  even  utter  a  word 
as  she  stood  looking  at  Lois  with  wide 
eyes  and  an  open  mouth!  For  that  mis- 
chievous child  had  strewn  roses  all  over 
the  walk.  Piles  of  red,  pink,  and  yel- 
low petals  lay  everywhere.  She  had 
pulled  the  roses  and  torn  them  apart! 

"Lois!"  cried  Pearl  after  a  moment. 
"Lois,  what  have  you  done?" 

"Old  pin  on  the  pretty  rose  stuck 
Lois,"  the  baby  answered,  holding  up 
an  injured  finger. 

"Oh,  Lois,  what  shall  we  do?"  Pearl 
moaned.  "Just  look  at  the  lovely  flow- 
ers you  have  ruined.  Whatever  will  the 
gardener  say?" 

The  little  girl  did  not  seem  to  under- 
stand what  mischief  she  had  done,  but 
poor  Pearl  knew  that  this  was  the  last 
time  she  would  ever  be  allowed  into  the 
beautiful  garden.  Suddenly  a  thought 
came  to  her.  Perhaps  if  she  took  Lois 
and  ran  out  as  quickly  as  she  could,  the 
gardener  might  not  know  who  had  de- 
stroyed his  flowers.  He  might  even 
blame  those  other  children.  Grabbing 
Lois's  hand  she  began  to  run  toward  the 
gate. 

"Hurry,  hurry,  maybe  we  can  get  out 
before  he  notices  what  you  did." 

When  they  reached  the  gate,  the  gar- 
dener was  busy  pulling  weeds.  His  face 
was  turned  the  other  way.  Pearl  knew 
she  could  slip  past  without  being  seen. 
Just  as  she  was  about  to  do  it,  she  re- 
membered that  Someone  had  seen  her, 
Someone  who  watched  over  the  world 
night  and  day.  Someone  who  would  be 
grieved  if  one  of  His  little  ones  deceived. 
Pearl  stopped  short. 


"Thou  God  seest  me"  (Genesis  16:13). 

If  she  told  the  gardener  what  had  hap-l 
pened,  she  would  never  be  allowed  in 
the  garden  again.  She  hesitated,  bul 
not  for  long. 

"Mr.  Gardener,"  she  said  in  a  small 
voice,  "I'm  terribly  sorry,  I  .  .  ." 

"Why,  what's  wrong?"  the  astonished! 
gardener  asked.  And  Pearl  told  him 
what  had  happened.  "Lois  is  so  smallj 
she  didn't  understand  about  pulling  the 
roses,  I  guess." 

"Come  and  show  me  which  ones  she| 
pulled,"  the  gardener  said. 

Pearl  ran  ahead.  She  bounded  up  the 
stone  steps  and  pointed  to  the  heap  of; 
petals  lying  there.  Then  she  looked  up; 
into  the  face  of  the  gardener.  Why,  he; 
didn't  look  angry  at  all!  He  was  smil- 
ing!   Pearl  couldn't  understand. 

"The  little  girl  didn't  pull  the  roses," 
he  said.  "Those  are  just  old  blossoms 
that  I  snipped  off  this  morning  so  that 
the  buds  would  grow  nicer.  You  needn't 
have  been  so  frightened,  little  Missy,  but 
I  am  very  glad  to  meet  such  an  honest 
little  girl.  You  and  your  sister  may, 
come  in  and  see  the  flowers  anytime: 
you  like." 

"Oh,  thank  you!"  Pearl  said  with  shin- 
ing eyes.  Only  a  few  moments  before, 
everything  had  been  all  wrong  and  now 
everything  was  just  right.  "And  all  be- 
cause I  remembered  Jesus  was  watching 
me,"  Pearl  said  to  herself. 

We,  too,  should  remember  that  Jesus 
sees  everything.  It  helps  us  in  our 
studies  at  school,  in  our  play,  in  fact  in 
everything  we  do.— The  United  Evangeli- 
cal. 


WITNESS  GROUP 
CHANGES  LIVES 

(continued  from  page  three) 

and  set  up  Bible  studies  for  those  who 
become  Christians. 

"And  of  course  we  would  like  to  see 
many  more  Christians  participate  and 
help  reach  our  community  for  Christ," 
Mrs.  Hinkle  said. 

"But,  no  matter  what  happens,  we're 
not  going  to  quit,"  Mrs.  Mercer  said; 
"because  we've  found  that  what  hap- 
pens after  you  knock  on  a  door  can  and 
does  change  lives." 


Anger  is  never  without  a  reason,  but 
seldom  with  a  good  one.— Benjamin 
Franklin. 
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,  Car  Pool  to 

t  Cragmont  for 

J  Ministers7  Conference 

Are  you  interested  in  forming  a  car 
pool  to  Cragmont  for  the  upcoming  min- 
isters' conference?  This  would  be  one 
way  of  defraying  expenses  and  also  a 
means  of  enjoying  good  Christian  fellow- 
ship with  fellow  ministers  on  the  trip 
there.  Consider  the  possibility,  and  con- 
tact the  Rev.  R.  P.  Harris,  1200  Tarboro 
{  Street,  Rocky  Mount,  North  Carolina 
27801. 


p  DONT  OMIT 
CRAGMONT  IN  74! 

As  you  know  June  has  been  designat- 
ed "Cragmont  Month,"  and  the  first  Sun- 
day in  June  is  designated  as  "Cragmont 
Sunday."  This  is  about  the  time  of  year 
that  most  churches  adopt  their  new  bud- 
gets for  the  new  church  year.  You  are 
urged  to  increase  your  giving  to  Crag- 
mont and  include  it  in  your  budget  if 
you  have  not  already  done  so. 

The  reason  for  this  title  to  this  article 
is  the  discovery  of  an  unpleasant  fact  in 
the  reading  of  the  last  edition  of  the 
North  Carolina  State  Convention  minutes. 
There  were  195  of  the  252  Free  Will  Bap- 
tist churches  in  the  state  reporting  to 
the  convention.  Out  of  that  number  80 
churches  reported  nothing  given  to  Crag- 
mont Assembly.  In  other  words,  only 
about  one  half  of  the  churches  support 
Cragmont.  This  is  an  urgent  plea-. 
"Please  don't  omit  Cragmont  in  your  giv- 
ing in  1974!"  If  the  assembly  is  to  con- 
tinue to  operate  as  in  the  past,  the 
amount  of  giving  must  grow!  There  are 
still  two  phases  of  the  development  pro- 
gram to  be  done:  (1)  renovate  the  "Main 
Building"  at  a  cost  of  $110,000  and  (2) 
improve  the  recreational  facilities  (new 
ball  field,  swimming  pool,  turn  taber- 
nacle into  a  gym,  etc.). 

Below  is  a  chart  showing  the  giving 
as  reported  to  the  sixtieth  annual  ses- 
sion of  the  State  Convention: 


Churches 

Amount 

2 

$600-$  1,700 

3 

$500-$599 

10 

$300-$399 

8 

$200-$299 

19 

$100-$  199 

27 

$50-$99 

44 

$5-$49 

Don't  take  this 

in  a  negative  sense. 

Cragmont  is  thankful  for  each  and  every 
gift,  be  it  large  or  small.  Be  an  inter- 
ested supporter  of  Cragmont  Assembly 
by  every  church  assuming  a  responsible 
amount  of  support  for  Cragmont.  If  200 
churches  would  give  $500  over  a  two- 
year  period,  this  would  amount  to  $100,- 


000,  almost  enough  to  renovate  the 
"Main  Building." 

Remember,  don't  omit  Cragmont  in 
your  budget  for  '74! 


Relatives  are  like  sweet  potatoes,  the 
best  part  is  under  the  ground. 


1974  CAMP  SCHEDULE 

CRAGMONT 

ASSEMBLY,  Inc. 

Black  Mountain,  North  Carolina 

MR.  AND  MRS.  BILL  DAVENPORT,  Managers 
Cragmont  will  be  opened  May  15— November  1,  1974 

JUNE  10-15:  GENERAL  YOUTH  CONFERENCE-The  Rev.  Jack  Mayo,  director,-  the  Rev.  L. 
E.  Ballard,  registrar,  1225  South  Washington  Street,  Greenville,  North  Carolina 
27834. 

JUNE  17-22=  MINISTERS'  CONFERENCE-The  Rev.  David  Charles  Hansley,  Goldsboro, 
North  Carolina  27530,  in  charge. 

JUNE  24-29:  CHRISTIAN  CADETS  CONFERENCE-The  Rev.  Raymond  Jones,  director-regis- 
trar, 310  Southland  Street,  Durham,  North  Carolina  27703. 

JULY  1-6:  YOUTH  FRONTIER  CONFERENCE  (YFA,  ages  13  and  up)-The  Rev.  David  Charles 
Hansley,  director;  Mrs.  D.  W.  "Ma"  Hansley,  registrar,  Free  Will  Baptist  Children's 
Home,  P.  O.  Box  E,  Middlesex,  North  Carolina  27557. 

JULY  8-13:  YOUTH  FRONTIER  CONFERENCE  (AFC,  ages  9-12)— The  Rev.  David  Charles 
Hansley,  director,  Mrs.  D.  W.  "Ma"  Hansley,  registrar,  Free  Will  Baptist  Children's 
Home,  P.  O.  Box  E,  Middlesex,  North  Carolina  27557. 

AUGUST  5-10:  YOUNG  PEOPLE'S  BIBLE  CONFERENCE  (all  ages)-The  Rev.  Charles  Crisp, 
director;  the  Rev.  J.  B.  Starnes,  registrar,  Route  3,  Box  123,  Newport,  North  Caro- 
lina 28570. 

AUGUST  12-17:  WOMAN'S  AUXILIARY  CONFERENCE-Mrs.  Dola  Dudley  and  Mrs.  Lillie 
Mae  Sasser,  codirectors,-  Mrs.  Lillie  Mae  Sasser,  registrar,  Route  2,  Box  97,  Golds- 
boro, North  Carolina  27530. 

AUGUST  19-24:  FAMILY  WEEK-Mr.  Bill  Davenport,  director-registrar,  Cragmont  As- 
sembly, Inc.,  Route  1,  Black  Mountain,  North  Carolina  28711. 

OPEN  PERIODS:  May  20-June  9;  July  15-August  4;  August  26-November  1,  1974. 

The  open  periods  are  ideal  for  church  groups  to  assemble  for  a  Churchwide  Spirit- 
ual Life  Retreat.  Many  churches  enjoy  such  retreats  each  summer!  These  times  are 
also  wonderful  opportunities  for  our  church  families  to  stop  by  Cragmont  on  vacations 
and  get  to  know  more  about  the  facilities  we  have  at  Cragmont  and  what  the  needs 
are. 

The  cost  for  youth  encampments  at  Cragmont  this  summer  will  be  $40.  The  reg- 
istration fee  is  $7,  with  the  remainder  due  upon  boarding  the  bus.  The  Woman's  Aux- 
iliary Conference  also  will  be  $40  per  person.  Send  your  name,  address,  sex,  age,  and 
registration  fee  to  the  registrar  of  the  conference  you  desire  to  attend. 
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Christ's  Coming,  Our 
Hope 

Lesson  Text:  1  Thessalonians  4:13—5:6 
Memory  Verse:  1  John  3:2 

I.  INTRODUCTION 

A  gospel  song  writer  published  a  song 
thirty-two  years  ago  which  got  lost  in  a 
great  heap  of  other  such  songs,  but 
which  of  late  has  come  to  be  quite  popu- 
lar with  many  church  groups.  It  is  call- 
ed, "Jesus  Is  Coming  Soon."  The  song 
has  a  catchy  tune,  but  its  present  popu- 
larity may  not  lie  in  its  tune  as  much  as 
in  the  fact  that  Jesus  may  be  actually 
coming  soon. 

Much  has  been  written  of  late  and 
greater  preaching  than  ever  before  has 
been  on  the  possibility  of  an  early  return 
of  Christ,  but  since  no  one  knows  when 
He  will  return  we  must  stay  with  the 
simple  fact  that  He  is  coming,  and  that  it 
will  be  in  God's  own  time. 

Our  concern  should  not  be  with  the 
when  of  His  coming,  but  with  the  hope 
He  gave  us  that  He  would  return.  The 
last  words  He  spoke  on  earth  were  couch- 
ed in  the  Great  Commission  for  us  to  go 
into  all  the  world  and  tell  men,  among 
other  things,  that  He  would  come  again. 
Angels  from  heaven,  at  the  ascension, 
assured  the  disciples  that  Jesus  would 
return.  The  writings  of  Paul,  especially 
in  the  two  letters  to  the  Thessalonians, 
are  filled  with  references  to  His  return. 

Our  lesson  today  treats  this  subject 
affirmatively  and  positively  and  we  hope 
the  student  will  be  caught  up  in  its 
truths  as  we  approach  the  subject.— The 
Bible  Student  (F.W.B.). 

II.  HINTS  THAT  HELP 

A.  All  the  signs  in  the  Bible  point  to 
the  return  of  Christ.  This  is  the  return 
to  the  earth  with  His  saints.  There  is 
no  sign  that  must  be  fulfilled  before  He 
can  come  in  the  clouds  for  His  own. 

B.  There  are  two  aspects  to  the  com- 
ing of  Christ:  The  rapture,  the  catching 
away  of  His  saints,-  and,  the  revelation, 


the  coming  with  His  saints.  Between 
these  two  events  there  will  be  a  period 
of  seven  years  which  is  called  the  tribu- 
lation. 

C.  The  first  resurrection  includes  the 
resurrection  of  Jesus  Christ  and  the 
resurrection  of  the  Christian  dead  which 
will  take  place  at  the  time  of  the  rap- 
ture. The  wicked  dead  will  not  be  rais- 
ed for  a  thousand  years  (Revelation  20: 
5). 

D.  The  promise  of  the  second  coming 
of  Christ  is  not  a  conditional  promise,  so 
man's  obedience  cannot  stop  or  alter 
His  coming.  Your  belief  or  disbelief  in 
it  is  not  going  to  change  it.  He  is  com- 
ing! The  thing  that  we  can  change  is 
our  attitude  toward  it.— The  Bible  Teach- 
er (F.W.B.). 

III.  ADDITIONAL  TRUTHS 

A.  Hope  is  one  of  the  key  themes  of 
Christianity,  one  of  the  most  precious 
possessions  of  the  Christian. 

The  object  of  Christian  hope  is  heav- 
en. It  is  because  heaven  is  real  and  has 
been  made  accessible  by  Christ  that  the 
Christian  has  hope  as  his  present,  as- 
sured possession.  The  presence  of  hope 
in  the  Christian's  heart  helps  him  in  sev- 
eral ways. 

Hope  helps  the  Christian  overcome 
evil  in  his  life.  The  glittering  tinsel  of 
sin  pales  beside  the  brilliance  of  the 
heavenly  glory,  thus  making  the  tempta- 
tion less  alluring.  Too,  loving  devotion 
to  the  Lord,  who  purchased  this  hope  at 
the  cost  of  His  life,  gives  determination 
to  obey  His  commands. 

Hope  gives  purpose  in  life.  Because 
he  has  a  goal  to  aim  for,  the  Christian 
can  chart  a  straight  course  through  life. 
He  is  not  left  to  drift  about,  pursuing 
temporary  whims  and  unsatisfying  goals. 
Every  alternative  is  decided  by  answer- 
ing the  question,  "What  will  glorify  the 
God  who  has  promised  me  a  home  with 
Him?" 

Hope  gives  encouragement  to  face 
life's  trials.  Through  hope,  the  Christian 
can  find  courage  to  endure  any  disheart- 
enment,  any  affliction,  any  setback,  any 


trial.  Recognition  that  this  life  is  but  a 
brief  interlude  before  an  eternity  of 
blessedness  shows  that  the  adversities  of 
this  life  are  of  secondary  importance. 

Truly,  if  Christians  had  no  hope,  we, 
as  all  other  men,  would  be  most  miser-j 
able.— Standard  Lesson  Commentary. 

B.  Two  little  girls  were  told  by  their 
mother  that  Daddy  would  be  coming  J 
home  from  his  long  trip  "this  week."'; 
Not  being  sure  of  the  exact  day,  they  j 
met  every  train  that  came  into  the  sta-l 
tion  each  day  of  the  week  with  bright,! 
expectant,  shining  faces.  Their  little  J 
dresses  were  spotless  and  their  ponytails 
combed  to  perfect  order. 

Toward  the  middle  of  the  week,  the 
stationmaster,  noticing  the  girls  down 
at  the  station  at  each  train's  arrival  j 
time,  asked  about  them  and  for  whom  ; 
they  were  waiting.  They  told  him  in  de- 
tail.  "Do  you  know  what  train  he  will 
be  on?"  asked  the  stationmaster. 

"No,"  replied  the  girls. 

"Do  you  know  the  day?"  Their  answer 
was  another  "No." 

"Then  why  do  you  get  all  dressed  up  I 
to  meet  each  train?"  asked  the  puzzled 
trainman. 

"We  don't  know  when  he  is  coming,  ! 
but  when  he  does  arrive,  we  want  to  be 
ready  and  look  our  best.    So,  we  are 
always  ready,"   they  said.— The  Inter- 
mediate Quarterly  (F.W.B.). 

C.  Has  the  world  ever  held  as  many 
broken  hopes  as  it  does  today?  Our  i 
fears  and  frustrations  are  piling  as  high 
as  mountains  above  us.  One  writer  said, 
"The  world  is  caught  in  an  ebb  tide.  We 
feel  like  prisoners  about  to  face  the  fir- 
ing squad  of  the  ages."  He  added,  "Our 
hearts  are  broken,  our  hopes  waning, 
our  morals  drooping,  and  our  science  has 
backfired."  The  human  race  seems 
bound  in  chains  of  bewilderment. 

Decades  ago  Thomas  Carlyle  wrote, 
"Few  generations  of  men  have  seen  more 
impressive  days,  days  of  ceaseless  calam- 
ity, dislocation,  disruption,  confusion. 
They  are  days  of  utter  despair,  and  no 
small  hope  will  suffice."  No  small  hope 
can  sustain  the  Christian.  He  finds  help 
in  the  confidence  that  Jesus  Christ  will 
return  again  in  power  and  great  glory. 

The  second  coming  of  Christ  has  kin- 
dled hope  in  many  aching  hearts.  It  is  a 
truth  that  also  sets  life  in  the  proper 
perspective.  In  a  sermon  on  the  believ- 
er's hope,  Dr.  Myron  Augsburger  describ- 
ed world  conditions  and  the  uncertain- 
ties of  our  age.  He  closed  his  remarks 
with  this  statement:  "But  I  know  that 
(continued  on  page  fifteen) 
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Supplementary 
Ministers7  Widows' 
Fund  List 

The  following  have  been  added  to  the 
list  of  ministers  participating  in  the  Min- 
isters' Widows'  Fund  from  May  8,  1974, 
to  May  30,  1974: 
Noah  Brown,  Morehead  City 
Milford  Hales,  Kenly 
Harold  Jones,  Clayton 
W.  C.  Overton,  Ahoskie 
J.  B.  Starnes,  Newport 
J.  Walter  Stanley,  Four  Oaks 
Cooper  P.  Thompson,  Four  Oaks 
Any  Original  Free  Will  Baptist  min- 
ister of  North  Carolina  who  desires  to 
participate  may  do  so  by  sending  ten 
dollars  ($10)  to  the  Board  of  Superan- 
nuation. For  any  additional  information, 
contact  the  North  Carolina  Board  of 
Superannuation,  in  care  of  the  Rev.  Wal- 
ter Reynolds,  P.  0.  Box  474,  Ayden, 
North  Carolina  28513. 


Questions  &  Answers 

(continued  from  page  eleven) 

followed  was  the  new  birth  which  is  il- 
lustrated in  baptism  by  immersion  as 
seen  in  Romans  6:3-5.  Then  when  we 
have  in  any  way  come  short  of  Christ's 
command,  we  confess  our  sins  (see  1 
John  1:5-10).  This  cleansing  is  sym- 
bolized by  the  washing  of  the  saints' 
feet. 


Sunday  School  Lesson 

(continued  from  page  fourteen) 

fifty  billion  years  from  now  I'll  still  be 
a  person  living  with  God!"  What  blessed 
confidence  Dr.  Augsburger  expressed! 
God  is  still  in  control  of  this  topsy-turvy 
world,  and  one  day  He  will  set  things 
right.  "Comfort  one  another  with  these 
words"  (1  Thessalonians  4:18). 

God  calls  on  believers  to  be  alert  to 
His  purposes  in  the  world  today.  One 
man  said  of  his  bulldog,  "He  spends  nine 
tenths  of  his  waking  hours  asleep." 
Alas,  that  trait  is  not  confined  to  bull- 
dogs! 

Napoleon  III  of  France,  at  the  time  of 
the  coup  d'etat  which  made  him  em- 
peror, ordered  every  drum  in  Paris  punc- 
tured so  that  there  could  be  no  alarm. 
God  forbid  that  the  climax  of  history 
should  find  churches  unable  to  sound 
an  alarm.  "Let  us  watch  and  be  sober." 
(1  Thessalonians  5:6).— Selected. 


Woman's  Auxiliary 

(continued  from  page  five) 

fourteen  years  she  has  held  the  office  as 
treasurer.  She  reported  over  $26,000 
contributions  handled. 

The  resolutions  committee's  report 
was  adopted  which  encompassed:  (1) 
rededication  of  ourselves  to  the  cause 
of  Christ;  (2)  approval  of  $5,000  for  car- 
peting chapel  at  Mount  Olive  College  as 
a  project  for  the  next  two  years;  and 
(3)  a  rising  vote  of  thanks  to  the  Pee 
Dee  District  for  its  hospitality  of  the 
day. 

The  credentials  committee  reported 
that  88  auxiliaries  reported,  all  7  dis- 
tricts, and  18  ministers  registered. 

The  nominating  committee's  report 
was  adopted  and  the  following  officers 
were  elected  by  acclamation:  Mrs.  D.  W. 
Hancock,  president;  Mrs.  Sterling  Dun- 
can, vice-president;  Mrs.  W.  B.  Raper, 
secretary;  Mrs.  Raymond  Sasser,  trea- 


surer; Mrs.  Hattie  Bright,  field  secretary; 
Mrs.  Dola  Dudley,  missions  chairman; 
Mrs.  D.  W.  Hansley,  youth  chairman; 
Mrs.  William  Dale,  study  course  chair- 
man; Mrs.  N.  Bruce  Barrow  Sr.,  program 
prayer  chairman,-  Mrs.  Sam  Weeks, 
benevolence  chairman;  Mrs.  Lillie  Mae 
Sasser,  Anna  Phillips  Loan  Fund  chair- 
man; Mrs.  H.  L.  Spivey,  life  membership 
pin  chairman;  Mrs.  Almond  Warrick,  cor- 
responding secretary;  Mrs.  James  W. 
Pearce,  Anna  Phillips  Loan  Fund  commit- 
tee,- and  Miss  Velma  Morris,  Cragmont 
stockholder  representative. 

Mrs.  R.  H.  Jackson,  president  of  the 
Cape  Fear  District,  installed  the  officers. 

The  convention  for  1975  was  announc- 
ed to  be  held  at  the  East  Rockingham 
church  in  the  Piedmont  District. 

"Blest  Be  the  Tie"  was  sung  and  we 
left  with  the  feeling  that  it  was  a  good 
day  in  the  Lord  and  that  His  name  had 
been  magnified. 


BIBLE  TIMES 

Food 

by  Mrs.  Royce  Matthews 


In  the  puzzle  above,  "Bible  Times  Food,"  the  names  of  the  foods  are  circled  for 
you.  Remember,  the  words  may  read  vertically,  horizontally,  or  diagonally,  and  may 
be  spelled  forwards  or  backwards. 
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WAS 
$59.95 


NOW  ONLY 


WAS 
$59.95 


95 

»  WHY  PAY  MORE? 

The  entire  New  Testament  on  cassettes.  (King  James  Version.) 

Perfect  gift  for  pastors,  Sunday  school  teachers,  Bible  students,  senior  citizens,  and  the  blind. 


Every  home  should  have  the 
Spoken  Word. 

Listen  to  scripture  come  to 
life  with  real  meaning.  The  beauty 
and  eloquence  of  the  King  James 
version  has  never  been  equaled. 
Every  home  in  America  should  have 
this  available  to  them.  And  with 
this  new  low  price,  the  King  James 
New  Testament  Cassettes  are  now 
available  for  everyone.  Every  home 
in  America  should  listen  to  God's 
word.  Perfect  for  the  non-church 
home.  Ideal  for  your  own  family 
devotions.  "Faith  cometh  by  hear- 
ing, and  hearing  by  the  Word  of 
God,"  (Romans  10:17). 


SCRIPTURE  SELECTION  IS  EASY 


An  excellent  Bible  study  tool 

Listen  to  correctly  pronounced 
names  and  places.  Spoken  clearly 
and  easily  understood.  See  how 
easy  it  can  be  to  memorize  God's 
word.  Listen  again  and  again.  Dis- 
cover new  understanding.  The  New 
Testament  on  cassettes  is  a  special 
teaching  device.  Here  is  a  tool  that 
can  make  home  Bible  studies  come 
alive  with  meaning.  Use  it  in  your 
personal  devotions  and  in  prayer 
meetings.  Rejoice  in  God's  prom- 
ises to  you.  Open  your  eyes  to  new 
truths. 


Truly  the  perfect  gift 

The  King  James  New  Testa- 
ment Cassettes  are  a  gift  that 
cannot  be  bettered.  You  can 
solve  all  your  needs  with  this 
special  gift  price.  Remember 
your  pastor,  the  church  library, 
the  missionary,  the  lonely 
bedfast  patient.  And  those  who 
can  no  longer  read.  What  a 
blessing  for  you  to  give  so  much 
to  someone  in  need.  And  at  a 
price  that  all  can  afford. 


Listen  to  God's  Word  anywhere 

Take  your  New  Testament  cas- 
settes with  you!  No  longer  do  you 
need  a  large  record  player  or  a 
cumbersome  tape  machine.  The 
King  James  New  Testament  Cas- 
settes fit  all  standard  cassette  play- 
ers. Listen  to  them  in  your  car,  your 
home,  on  the  bus,  train,  or  plane, 
in  a  boat  —  anywhere!  Stop  losing 
valuable  time.  Use  it  wisely!  "Hear 
what  Cod  the  Lord  will  speak," 
(Psalm  85:8). 


Quality  and  a  lifetime  warranty 

This  high  quality  production  is 
available  in  album  book  form.  The 
beautiful  cover  is  of  durable  high 
grade,  washable  vinyl.  Attractively! 
created  to  fit  on  your  bookshelf  ori 
on  your  coffee  table.  Engineered  to; 
top  recording  standards.  Each  word 
is  clearly  and  easily  understood. 
Recorded  on  16  cassettes,  each 
cartridge  is  inserted  into  its  own 
special  non-fall-out  pocket.  Every 
cassette  is  distinctively  labeled  for 
easy  identification.  A  lifetime  war- 
ranty is  given  with  each  volume 
you  order.  Send  today  for  this 
outstanding  value. 


CONSTRUCTED  FOR  LONG  WEAR 


WARRANTY 

To  assure  you  of 
our  quality  produc- 
tion, a  Lifetime 
Warranty  is  en- 
closed with  each 
King  James  New 
Testament  Cassette 
album. 


The  above  "New  Testament  on  Cassettes"  may  be  obtained  from  the  Ayden  Bible  and  Bookstore 
811  North  Lee  Street,  Ayden,  North  Carolina  28513,  or  any  of  its  branch  stores  at  Smithfield, New 

Bern,  or  Wilson,  North  Carolina. 
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Editorial... 

GOD'S  GRAFFITI 

As  unusual  as  it  may  seem,  we  have  recently  found  God's  name 
written  on  bathroom  walls,  fence  posts,  gates,  rocks,  buildings,  and 
boardwalks — in  favorable  terms.  We  have  been  conditioned  to  expect 
to  see  protanities  written  on  and  at  these  places,  but  lately  there  has 
been  a  trend  to  be  more  religious  (if  not  Christian)  in  defacing  property 
by  writing  or  painting  in  big  letters,  words,  phrases,  and/or  sentences 
which  (believe  it  or  not)  proclaim  the  message  of  salvation  and  "God 
loves  you." 

"Fools  names,  like  their  faces,  are  always  seen  in  public  places." 
This  chastisement  was  given  aeons  ago  it  seems;  and  from  childhood 
until  now  we  have  been  hesitant  to  write  anything  anywhere  in  a  pub- 
lic place,  be  it  a  name,  a  set  of  initials,  or  a  love  sentence  or  symbol. 
We  were  taught  that  it  just  was  not  a  proper  thing  to  do,  aside  from  the 
fact  that  it  marred  the  beauty  of  tables,  walls,  or  whatever.  Be  tnat  as 
it  may,  we  cannot  help  but  feel  a  little  elated  at  seeing  uod's  name  spell- 
ed ouc  boldly  in  puolic  places  and  the  fact  that  His  name  (for  the  most 
part  now)  is  projected  in  a  favoradie  manner  with  a  clear  message  ad- 
vising one's  repentance  and  dependence  upon  Him  for  the  solution  of 
all  problems. 

Such  phrases  as,  "Why  worry ;  God  can  take  that  away  from  you," 
"Trust  God  when  you  can  trust  no  one  else,"  "Love  is  the  answer — and 
God  is  .Love,"  "(Jnrist  is  the  way  to  nappiness,"  "It  your  (jod  is  dead, 
try  mine,"  "1  know  God  is  alive,  because  i  talked  to  Him  this  morning," 
"bmne,  God  loves  you,"  and  countless  others  of  a  similar  nature  present- 
ly adorn  walis  at  the  beacn,  in  alleys,  in  bathrooms,  restaurants,  movie 
houses,  and  many  other  places. 

This  editor  remembers  having  seen  God's  name  written  numerous 
times  in  various  places  wnen  he  was  a  child,  but  the  association  was  very 
seiuom  a  proper  one ;  rather,  His  name  was  used  as  a  "handle"  for  some 

atrocity  or  profane  exclamation;  such  as,  "God  the  Marines,"  "You 

God  of  a  ,"  and  "You  God  "   The  blanks  can 

be  lined  in  with  one's  imagination.    We  dare  not  print  the  words. 

Graffiti  in  its  original  meaning  indicated  rude  or  vulgar  inscrip- 
tions or  drawings  found  on  rocks  or  wails  (or  anyplace),  so  let  us  has- 
ten here  to  assure  our  readers  that  graffiti  as  we  use  the  term  is  quali- 
fied to  mean  inscriptions  or  drawings  without  any  rude  or  vulgar  at- 
tachments, inasmuch  as  we  have  entitled  this  editorial  "God's  Graffiti." 
It,  of  course,  is  not  good  to  deface  property  with  erratic  brushwork, 
crude  drawings,  or  multicolored  words  and  phrases;  yet,  in  view  of  the 
fact  that  many  individuals  have  never  seen  the  name  of  our  Lord  used 
favorably  in  a  graffito  manner,  we  are  not  so  appalled  anymore  to  see 
this  type  of  display ;  and,  somehow,  when  it  leaps  out  with  good  sayings, 
one  is  given  a  feeling  of  peace  and  security.  There  may  be  those  who 
abhor  the  fact  that  in  graffito  style  the  good  news  is  often  found  in 
such  close  conjunction  with  nefarious  exhortations  and  vulgarisms,  yet 
we  know  of  a  certainty  that  in  all  of  life,  even,  there  is  a  battle  between 
the  good  and  the  bad,  that  the  two  are  often  seen  side  by  side;  there- 
fore, though  we  are  displeased  at  the  salacious  statements  that  still 
scream  out  at  us,  we  nevertheless  find  satisfaction  in  the  quiet  assur- 
ance which  certifies  that  amid  all  evil,  God  is  there  to  fight  it  and  to 
divert  our  attention  from  that  evil  and  to  lead  us  onward.  God's  way 
is  the  best  way.    Yes,  God's  way  is  still  the  right  way. 

If  ever  you  have  the  urge  to  "graffitize"  a  wall  or  whatever,  for 
people's  sake  do  it  in  God's  name,  but  "handle"  it  well.  .  .  . 


Photo  by  Ed  Carlin 
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of  the  Church  Through  the  Family 


in 

I'1  HE  FOCAL  point  of  evangelism  is  al- 
I  ^    ways  the  individual.   But  the  prime 
r  institutional  target  of  evangelism  is  the 
family.  This  was  evident  in  the  develop- 
ment of  the  early  Christian  church.  The 
j  preaching  ministry  of  the  twelve  disci- 
pies,  sent  out  by  Jesus,  at  first  took  on 
;  the  method  of  discussion  and  teaching 
fij  the  families,  rather  than  preaching  to 
I  large  crowds  on  street  corners.  The 

■  apostles  engaged  in  a  "house-to-house" 
I  ministry.  Pentecost  began,  not  in  a 
I  church,  but  in  an  upper  room  of  a  home. 

The  homes  of  Mary  of  Jerusalem,  Cor- 
t  jnelius  of  Caesarea,  and  Lydia  of  Philippi, 
Sjthe  households  of  the  Philippian  jailer, 
land  Jason  of  Thessalonica,  gave  testi- 
dmony  to  the  centrality  of  the  home  in 
|i evangelistic  outreach.  This  has  been  his- 
torically characteristic  of  the  spread  of 
I  Christendom  in  the  days  of  Luther,  the 
I  Pietists,  the  Quakers,  and  the  Puritans, 

I  The  evangelistic  thrust  must  be  pri- 
llmarily  beamed  to  the  home  because  the 
nfamily  is  the  most  important  and  the 
(imost  influential  institution  in  existence. 

■  It  was  the  first  institution  ordained  of 
iGod,  and  it  may  survive  all  institutional 
J  organizations,  even  that  of  the  church. 

The  home  is  the  foundation  upon 
1  which  our  culture  stands.    In  the  fall  of 
I  every  nation  or  empire,  the  cause  has 
I  usually  been  the  disintegration  of  the 
home.  This  was  true  of  the  fall  of  Rome, 
and  it  is  our  most  serious  problem  in 
America.   When  a  nation  achieves  struc- 
tural soundness,  this  is  linked  to  the 
strong  moral  fiber  of  its  homes. 

Our  nation,  our  communities,  our 
churches  will  rise  or  fall  upon  the 
spiritual  strength  of  our  homes. 

The  strongest  strategy  of  evangelism 
is  not  through  organizational  functions 
of  the  church,  but  the  institutional  struc- 
ture of  the  family.    It  is  not  primarily 


through  the  worship  services,  the  preach- 
ing ministry  of  the  pastor,  nor  the  de- 
cisive altar  call.  Our  primary  evange- 
listic thrust  must  be  through  the  home. 
The  home  is  God's  supreme  conductor  of 
Christianity.  The  home  is  heaven's  su- 
preme training  school  of  Christian  charac- 
ter. 

We  need  to  identify  our  evangelistic 
strategy  with  the  home. 

The  family  does  not  function  primarily 
for  the  sake  of  the  church,  but  the 
church  is  in  operation  solely  for  the 
benefit  of  the  family.  When  we  have 
this  philosophy  clearly  in  mind,  we  will 
restructure  our  program  to  minister 
more  effectively  to  families.  We  will 
not  compete  with  the  best  interests  of 
the  home  by  an  overcrowded  church 
schedule. 

We  must  design  our  ministry  to  meet 
the  needs  of  the  family  for  the  next  ten 
years.  Society  and  the  church  may  be 
facing  some  drastic  changes  shortly. 
There  will  be  a  tendency  for  the  Chris- 
tian ministry  to  move  toward  the  family 
institution,  and  away  from  the  organiza- 
tion of  the  church.  We  should  begin  to 
prepare  our  people  for  the  time  when 
evangelism  may  be  forced  to  go  under- 
ground. We  can  do  this  by  the  follow- 
ing methods: 

1.  Personal  evangelism  focused  upon 
parents— the  father  first— in  the  home. 

2.  Small  spiritual  growth  and  study 
groups,  meeting  on  a  weekly  basis  in 
homes— women  in  the  morning,  couples 
in  the  evening.  Bible  study  would  be 
central. 

3.  Promoting  our  Sunday  school,  wor- 
ship services,  and  midweek  activities  on 
a  family  basis,-  serving  the  needs  of  the 
entire  family. 

4.  Emphasizing  the  family  altar.  Teach- 
ing our  people  that  daily  family  worship 
is  just  as  important  as  tithing,-  asking 
the  blessing  at  the  table. 
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5.  Undershepherd  programs— reaching 
families  just  as  couples  use  the  strategy 
of  love  in  winning  other  couples:  dining 
room,  fireplace,  backyard,  picnic  evange- 
lism. 

6.  Teaching  our  families  the  fine  art 
of  building  the  Christian  home  library. 

7.  Family  clinics  on  spiritual  develop- 
ment in  the  home.  Discussing  parental 
relationships— with  each  other  as  well  as 
with  the  children— love,  respect,  disci- 
pline, and  worship  in  the  home. 

8.  Training  in  the  methods  and  values 
of  wholesome  recreation— the  wise  use 
of  leisure  time. 

9.  Restructuring  our  camp  meetings 
into  family  camps  to  meet  the  needs  of 
the  whole  family.  This  would  utilize 
family  activities,  training  at  all  levels, 
nurture,  and  group  recreation.  This 
would  reach  whole  families  with  the  gos- 
pel rather  than  segments.  It  would  let 
the  family  see  the  beauty  of  the  gospel 
in  life  as  well  as  hear  it  by  the  appeal 
of  the  pulpit. 

For  the  first  time  since  its  early  or- 
ganization, our  church  is  wondering 
about  survival.  Over  two  thirds  of  our 
Sunday  schools  are  reporting  losses  in 
attendance  and  enrollment.  A  larqe  ma- 
jority of  the  churches  are  struqqlinq  to 
maintain  the  status  quo  in  membership,- 
and  manv  are  failing  to  do  this.  Only 
one  third  of  our  churches  are  showing 
gains.  Two  thirds  are  failinn  to  use  the 
analysis  and  improvement  "focus"  pro- 
gram provided  by  the  Sunday  school  de- 
partment. Our  failure  to  produce  de- 
mands a  realistic  evaluation  of  the  total 
ministry  of  the  local  church.  It  would 
appear  that  those  churches  which  are 
not  strunqlinq  for  survival  are  sleeping 
away  their  onoortunity  for  survival. 

On  the  other  hand,  the  wide-ooen 
doors  defv  the  pessimism  of  the  unsuc- 
cessful. Never  in  the  history  of  our 
church  has  the  opportunity  been  enual  to 
that  of  todav.  Church  membership  in 
America  has  been  on  the  decline  since 
1962.  This  is  the  first  Protestant  mem- 
bership decline  since  1887.  It  could  be 
a  favorable  siqn.  The  historic  churches 
have  failed  to  provide  the  spiritual  sub- 
stance so  desneratelv  needed  bv  a  frus- 
trated qeneration.  People  are  weary  of 
findinq  no  correlation  between  creed  and 
practice.  Our  vouth  are  seekinq  reality. 
Men  are  weary  of  sacrific'nq  quality  on 
the  altars  of  nuantitv.  There  is  little 
(continued  on  page  fifteen) 
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SUNDAY,  JUNE  16 
Scripture  Reading— Genesis  18:19 
A  Father's  Prayer 

Dear  God,  my  little  boy  of  three 

Has  said  his  mighty  prayer  to  thee; 

Before  his  eyes  were  closed  in  sleep, 

He  asked  that  thou  his  soul  would  keep. 

And  1,  still  kneeling  at  his  bed, 

My  hand  upon  his  tousled  head, 

Do  ask,  with  deep  humility, 

That  thou,  dear  Lord,  remember  me. 

Make  me,  kind  Lord,  a  worthy  dad, 

That  I  may  lead  this  little  lad 

In  pathways  ever  fair  and  bright, 

That  I  may  keep  his  steps  aright. 

O  God,  his  trust  must  never  be 

Destroyed  or  even  marred  by  me. 

So,  for  the  simple  things  he  prayed 

With  childish  voice  so  unafraid, 

I,  trembling,  ask  the  same  from  thee. 

Dear  Lord,  kind  Lord,  remember  me. 

—Selected. 
Prayer  Thought 
A  father's  responsibility  is  a  great  and 
difficult  one.  To  be  an  example  and  mold 
the  character  of  young  impressionable  chil- 
dren is  a  God-given  privilege  which  has  a 
need  of  God's  guidance. 

MONDAY,  JUNE  17 

Scripture  Reading— Psalm  34:4 
The  Inevitable  Alternative 

A  skeptic  once  derided  a  Christian  man 
by  asking  him:  "Say,  George,  what  would 
you  say  if  when  you  die  you  found  there 
wasn't  such  a  place  as  heaven  after  all?" 

With  a  smile  the  believer  replied:  "I 
should  say— well,  I've  had  a  fine  time  get- 
ting there  anyway!" 

Then  the  Christian  sent  a  boomerang 
back  to  the  skpetic— a  question  not  quite 
so  easy  to  answer. 

"I  say,  Fred,"  he  asked,  "what  would 
you  say  if,  when  you  die,  you  found  there 
was  such  a  place  as  hell  after  all?"— Free 
Methodist. 

Prayer  Thought 
Even  if  there  were  to  be  no  heaven  or 
hell  our  lives  here  on  earth  are  more  bear- 
able and  enjoyable  if  we  live  Christian 
ones. 

TUESDAY,  JUNE  18 
Scripture  Reading-Matthew  20:28 

Why  She  Rejoiced 
Though  we  may    have    little    of  this 
world's  goods  we  have  much  for  which  to 


praise  God.  A  woman  was  dying  in  the 
poorhouse.  The  doctor  bent  over  her  and 
heard  her  whisper,  "Praise  the  Lord." 
"Why,  auntie,"  he  said,  "how  can  you 
praise  God  when  you  are  dying  in  a  poor- 
house?"  "Oh,  doctor,"  she  replied,  "it's 
wonderful  to  go  from  the  poorhouse  to  a 
mansion  in  the  skies!"— The  Christian. 

Prayer  Thought 
Our  Lord's  promise  of  a  heavenly  man- 
sion is  a  comfort  and  a  gratifying  hope  in 
this  world  of  discontent  and  disaster.  Life 
without  hope  of  better  things  is  miserable 
indeed. 

WEDNESDAY,  JUNE  19 

Scripture  Reading— 1  Thessalonians  5:11 

Touching  Others 

"The  slightest  breeze  that  ever  blew 
Some  slender  grass  has  wavered, 
The  smallest  life  I  ever  knew 
Some  other  life  has  flavored. 

"We  cannot  live  our  lives  alone 
For  other  lives  we  touch 
Are  either  strengthened  by  our  own, 
Or  weakened  just  as  much." 

—Selected. 

Prayer  Thought 
Our  lives  touch  the  lives  of  more  people 
than  we  realize.   Our  attitudes  and  actions 
can  influence  another  person's  entire  day 
or  life. 

THURSDAY,  JUNE  20 
Scripture  Reading— Proverbs  12:19 
Be  True 

Thou  must  be  true  thyself 

If  thou  the  truth  wouldst  teach; 

The  soul  must  overflow  if  thou 
Another's  soul  wouldst  reach; 

It  needs  the  overflow  of  heart 
To  give  the  lips  full  speech. 

Think  truly,  and  thy  thoughts 
Shall  the  world's  famine  feed; 

Speak  truly,  and  each  word  of  thine 
Shall  be  a  fruitful  seed; 

Live  truly,  and  thy  life  shall  be 
A  great  and  noble  creed. 

— H.  Bonar. 

Prayer  Thought 
If  we  are  unable  to  be  true  to  ourselves, 
it  is  impossible  to  be  true  to  anyone  else. 
Life  is  too  short  to  be  spent  in  untruthful- 
ness. We  may  think  we  are  fooling  others; 
in  reality,  we  are  deceiving  ourselves. 

FRIDAY,  JUNE  21 
Scripture  Reading— 1  Corinthians  7:17 

All  Active 
A  minister  was  once  asked  by  an  old- 
time  friend,  whom  he  met  in  a  distant 
city,  "How  many  members  do  you  have  in 
your  church?"  "One  thousand,",  the 
preacher  replied.  "Really!"  the  friend  ex- 
claimed. "And  how  many  of  them  are  ac- 
tive?" "All  of  them  are  active,"  was  the 
response.  "About  two  hundred  of  them 
are  active  for  the  Lord;  the  balance  are 
active  for  the  devil."  In  which  category 
do  we  fall  when  our  pastor  catalogs  the 
people  of  his  church?  More  important, 
where  are  we  in  the  Lord's  sight?  "He  that 
is  not  with  me  is  against  me,"  said  our 


Churches  and  Ministers 
Available 

(Note:  This  column  is  provided,  when 
needed,  for  any  church  that  is  seeking  a 
pastor  and  for  any  minister  who  is  seeking 
a  church  to  serve  and  would  like  to  give 
such  notice.  Please  send  the  necessary  in- 
formation to  the  editor  of  "The  Free  Will 
Baptist."  Each  notice  will  run  for  two  is- 
sues only. ) 


The  Rose  of  Sharon  Free  Will  Baptist 
Church  (near  Bear  Grass),  Williamston, 
North  Carolina,  is  in  need  of  a  pastor  for 
second  and  fourth  Sundays.  Any  minis- 
ter interested  in  serving  this  church  is 
asked  to  contact  Mr.  Marvin  S.  Cowan, 
Route  1,  Robersonville,  North  Carolina 
27871,  or  telephone  792-4708. 


Lord;  "and  he  that  gathereth  not  with  me 
scattereth  abroad"  (Matthew  12:30).  Line 
up  actively  on  the  Lord's  side  today.— The 
Pilgrim. 

1  raker  Thought 
It  is  very  true  that  every  church  mem- 
ber is  active.  Let  us  endeavor  to  be  active- 
in  a  proper  manner  excluding  activities*, 
which  are  detrimental  to  ourselves  end; 
others. 

SATURDAY,  JUNE  22 
Scripture  Reading— Nahum  1:7 
The  Vine  Clings  in  Fiercest  Storm 
The  vine  clings  to  the  oak  during  thei 
fiercest  of  storms.    Although  the  violence; 
of  nature  may  uproot  the  oak,  twining  ten-: 
drils  still  cling  to  it.    If  the  vine  is  on  thei 
side  of  the  tree  opposite  the  wind,  thei 
great  oak  is  its  protection;  if  it  is  on  the( 
exposed  side,  the  tempest  only  presses  it 
closer  to  the  trunk. 

In  some  of  the  storms  of  life,  God  inter-i 
venes  and  shelters  us;  while  in  others  Hei 
allows  us  to  be  exposed,  so  that  we  will? 
be  pressed  more  closely  to  Him.— B.  M. 
Launderville. 

Prayer  Thought 
We  are  endowed  with  a  shelter  which  is 
always  available  in  all  our  difficulties  in 
life.  Cling  to  God  as  the  vine  does  the  oak 
and  be  sustained  through  each  storm. 

(Devotions  used  by  permission,  Knight's 
Master  Book  of  New  Illustrations,  Eerd- 
mans  Press.) 


Teacher  asked  Wally  how  he  would 
divide  ten  potatoes  equally  among  20 
people.  Wally  promptly  replied,  "I'd 
mash  them." 


A 


THE  FREE  WILL  BAPTIST 


MISSIONS 


SUMMER  MISSIONARIES  ARRIVE 


Fred,  Linda,  Kim,  and  Steve  Baker  ar- 
rived in  Quemado,  Texas,  on  Sunday  af- 
ternoon, May  19.  The  Bakers  will  be 
working  at  the  Free  Will  Baptist  Insti- 
tute there  for  the  next  three  months. 


The  New  Eastwood  Free  Will  Baptist 
Mission  in  Fayetteville,  North  Carolina, 
held  open  house  and  lunch  on  the 
grounds  on  Sunday,  May  26.  The  mother 
church  (Eastwood)  and  the  home  missions 
director  have  joined  in  and  gone  all  the 


Fred  will  be  helping  in  the  renovation 
program  at  the  institute  while  Linda  will 
be  helping  with  the  office  work.  We 
are  certainly  thankful  for  them  and  the 
great  help  that  they  will  be  to  our  work 


way  in  participating  in  the  new  work 
and  fellowship.  The  mission's  average 
attendance  for  the  first  month  was 
around  17,  and  two  souls  have  already 
received  the  Lord  as  Saviour.  The  mis- 
sion director-pastor  is  Alton  Howard. 


at  the  institute. 

Fred  has  already  had  a  good  taste  of 
mission  work,  having  had  the  oppor- 
tunity to  preach  Sunday  night  in  Acuna, 
Mexico,  at  Brother  Lugo's  church.  Then 
on  Monday  night  he  visited  the  mission 
in  a  home  in  the  rural  area  about  fifteen 
miles  from  Acuna. 

We  trust  that  their  stay  at  the  insti- 
tute for  the  summer  will  prove  to  be  a 
real  blessing  to  them.  Pray  for  them  as 
well  as  for  the  Links  and  Timmonses  and 
the  work  in  Mexico  and  Texas. 

Joseph  Ingram, 
Director-Treasurer 


Report  of  Charlotte 
Mission 


Dear  Brother  Hill, 

Greetings  in  the  name  of  our  Lord 
Jesus  Christ. 


I  am  writing  to  let  you  and  our  people 
know  what  the  Lord  is  doing  in  the  mis- 
sion here  in  Charlotte,  North  Carolina. 

We  are  now  averaging  25  in  Sunday 
school  and  worship  service.  The  Lord 
has  sent  to  us  some  of  the  most  dedi- 
cated and  faithful  people  that  I  have  ever 
labored  with;  however,  we  need  the 
prayers  of  our  people  everywhere  for 
God's  leadership  in  this  work. 

We  have  to  move  from  our  present 
location  in  about  a  month,  so  we  need 
God's  supervision  in  finding  and  pur- 
chasing new  property.  I  believe  that 
once  we  have  a  permanent  location,  we 
are  going  to  be  able  to  reach  more  peo- 
ple. 

Surely,  Brother  Hill,  we  are  not  just 
approaching,  but  are  actually  living  in 
the  last  days.    As  I  listen  to  the  news 
from  the  Middle  East,  I  can't  help  but 
(continued  on  page  nine) 
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Wilson  Church  Honors 


Fifty  Year  Attenders 


Not  every  church  can  claim  the  dis- 
tinction of  having  members  who  have 
been  in  attendance  fifty  years  without 
a  break.  But  the  First  Free  Will  Baptist 
Church  of  Wilson,  North  Carolina,  can 
claim  that  distinction. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Charlie  V.  Wadkins,  112 
Park  View  Street,  Wilson,  have  been 
members  of  the  church  since  1924.  At 
that  time  the  church  was  about  three 
years  old  and  the  Rev.  W.  A.  Hales  was 
pastor. 

The  church  was  a  frame  building  fac- 
ing Barnhill  Street.  Today  it  is  a  beauti- 
ful brick  building  and,  with  its  educa- 
tional building  and  other  facilities,  is 
valued  at  $300,000. 

Mr.  Wadkins  has  served  as  deacon  of 
the  church  and  with  his  wife  has  faith- 
fully supported  the  church  through  all 
the  years. 

In  the  above  picture  the  Wadkins  are 
shown  holding  a  plaque  from  the  church, 
presented  to  them  by  the  pastor,  the 
Rev.  C.  F.  Bowen. 

Youth  Revival  at 
Sidney  Church 

T^e  vouth  of  Sidney  Free  Will  Baptist 
Church,  Route  2,  Belhaven,  North  Caro- 
lina, are  sponsoring  a  youth  revival  the 


week  of  June  17-22,  beginning  each  even- 
ing at  eight  o'clock.  The  guest  speaker 
for  these  services  will  be  Evangelist  Bob- 
by Jackson.  There  will  be  special  music 
each  evening.  The  youth  of  the  church 
invite  the  public  to  attend  these  services. 
They  hope  that  everyone  will  come  seek- 
ing and  receiving  a  blessing.  They  re- 
quest your  prayers  for  the  services,  that 
God's  will  shall  be  done.  If  you  are  not 
able  to  be  in  the  services  in  body,  you 
can  be  there  in  spirit  with  your  prayers. 

Sts.  Delight  Revival  in  Progress 
Followed  with  Homecoming 

Revival  services  are  in  progress  this 
week  at  Saints  Delight  Free  Will  Baptist 
Church,  Route  1,  Ayden,  North  Carolina, 
with  the  Rev.  Kemery  Ard,  pastor  of  Elm 
Grove  church,  as  the  visiting  evangelist. 
Services  are  beginning  each  evening  at 
eight  o'clock  with  the  pastor,  the  Rev. 
W.  M.  Pollard,  assisting.  Good  preach- 
ing and  special  music  are  being  rendered 
throughout  the  week. 

On  the  following  Sunday,  June  16,  the 
church  will  observe  its  annual  Father's 
Day  and  homecoming  with  a  picnic  lunch 
served  on  the  church  grounds.  Every- 
one is  cordially  invited  to  attend  the  re- 
mainder of  the  revival  services  and  the 
Father's  Day  and  homecoming  services. 

Pleasant  Grove  to  Host 

Western  District  Youth  Fellowship 

The  Western  District  Youth  Fellow- 
ship will  convene  on  Saturday,  June  22, 
with  the  Pleasant  Grove  Free  Will  Bap- 
tist Church,  Pikeville,  North  Carolina. 
The  fellowship  will  beqin  at  7:30  p.m. 
All  the  youth  of  the  district  as  well  as 
visitors  are  cordially  invited. 

Senior  Citizen  Honored 
At  Juniner  Chapel 

On  May  5  the  members  of  Juniper 
Chanel  Original  Free  Will  Baptist  Church, 
Vanceboro,  North  Carolina,  and  their 
pastor,  the  Rev.  Fddie  Edwards,  honored 
the  senior  citizens  of  the  church. 

The  senior  citizens  were  seated  in  the 
three  front  pews  on  each  side  of  the 
church  which  were  almost  filled.  There 


were,  however,  quite  a  few  who  were 
unable  to  attend  this  service. 

The  committee  for  this  service,  along 
with  the  choir  director,  arranged  songs 
for  the  choir  and  congregational  hymns 
that  were  very  appropriate  for  the  occa- 
sion. There  was  also  special  singing  by 
some  of  the  junior  choir. 

A  gracious  welcome  was  extended  to 
all  these  senior  citizens  by  Mrs.  Irene 
Morris.  In  her  remarks  she  read  Scrip- 
ture from  Philippians  3:13,  14:  ".  .  .  this 
one  thing  I  do,  forgetting  those  things 
which  are  behind,  and  reaching  forth  un- 
to those  things  which  are  before,  I  press 
toward  the  mark  for  the  prize  of  the 
high  calling  of  God  in  Christ  Jesus."  She 
stated  that  the  idea  is  to  live  a  life  of 
service,  of  love,  and  of  growing  up  in 
Him  (Jesus)  in  all  things,-  for  such  a  life 
as  this  never  grows  old.  She  added  that 
the  lives  of  these  senior  citizens  had 
been  examples  set  for  others  as  they 
trusted  in  God,  believed  in  His  promises, 
and  were  grateful  for  the  blessings  He 
had  given  them.  She  also  told  of  the 
words  of  encouragement  and  love  these 
citizens  always  gave  when  needed.  Mrs. 
Morris  closed  her  remarks  by  reading  a 
beautiful  poem  entitled,  "I'm  Not  Grow- 
ing Old." 

As  the  name  of  each  senior  citizen  was 
called,  he  or  she  went  to  the  front  of 
the  church  and  some  relative  or  close 
friend  came  forward  and  pinned  a  lovely 
red  carnation  on  each  one.  Also  at  the 
altar  there  were  arranged  two  flowers 
in  memory  of  two  senior  citizens  who 
had  passed  away  during  the  year. 

The  pastor  then  brought  a  very  ap- 
propriate message  for  the  occasion, 
(continued  on  page  fifteen) 


Coming  Events  .  . . 

June  17-20— North  Carolina  Ministers' 
Conference,  Cragmont  Assembly,  Inc., 
Black  Mountain,  North  Carolina 

June  24— General  Youth  Conference, 
Hearon  Circle  Free  Will  Baptist  Church, 
Spartanburg,  South  Carolina,  7:30 
P.  M. 

June  24,  25— Woman's  Auxiliary  of  the 
Central  Conference,  Hearon  Circle  Free 
Will  Baptist  Church,  Spartanburg, 
South  Carolina 

June  25,  26  —  General  Conference  of 
Original  Free  Will  Baptists,  Hearon  Cir- 
cle Free  Will  Barjtist  Church,  Spartan- 
burg, South  Carolina 
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MOUNT  OLIVE.  NORTH  CAROLINA 


NEW  CAMPING 
EXPERIENCE 

Eagles  Nest  offers  a  new  camping  ex- 
perience—a total  camping  program  with 
excellent  leadership  in  a  beautiful  out- 
door setting.  Combine  these,  and  you 
give  a  camper  the  full  experience  which 
allows  him  to  grow  spiritually,  mentally, 
and  physically. 

As  a  certified  camp  with  Christian 
Camping  International,  one  can  be  as- 
sured that  Eagles  Nest  is  providing  camp- 
ing at  its  best. 

Facilities  at  Eagles  Nest  include  a  num- 
ber of  camp  sites  with  a  large  central 
bathhouse  (with  electricity  and  hot 
water),  an  outdoor  chapel,  a  beautiful 
lake  for  swimming,  canoeing,  sailboating, 
and  the  main  dining  hall  with  excellent 
food  service.  There  are  many  nature 
trails  and  other  secluded  areas,  giving 
the  camp  an  uncrowded  feeling.  Other 
instructional  activities  available  are  the 
following:  tennis,  table  tennis,  volley- 
ball, horseshoe,  and  archery. 

The  first  season  of  summer  camping 
will  begin  the  week  of  June  24-28,  and 
will  continue  until  late  summer.  Day 
camp  for  those  who  do  not  care  to  stay 
overnight  will  be  offered,  giving  the  day 


camper  the  full  benefit  of  the  daily  ac- 
tivities. 

Eagles  Nest  is  located  on  a  fifty  acre 
site  in  a  beautiful  setting  of  woodland, 
seven  miles  east  of  Mount  Olive.  The 
center  is  in  easy  driving  distance  from 
major  towns  and  cities  in  Eastern  North 
Carolina. 

Youth  directors,  Sunday  school  teach- 
ers, and  pastors  are  welcome  to  share 
with  the  College  its  first  summer  camp 
el  Eagles  Nest.  You  are  invited  to  bring 
a  group  from  your  church  or  youth  or- 
ganization for  a  day  or  a  week  to  dis- 
cover this  new  camping  experience. 

For  information  you  may  contact 
David  C.  Hansley,  program  director, 
Mount  Olive  College,  Mount  Olive,  North 
Carolina  28365;  or  telephone  658-2502 
or  658-5605. 


HERBERT  HOOVER  ON  GUIDANCE: 

There  is  no  other  book  so  various  as 
the  Bible,  nor  so  full  of  concentrated 
wisdom.  Whether  it  be  of  law,  business, 
morals  or  that  vision  which  leads  the 
imagination  in  the  creation  of  construc- 
tion enterprises  ...  he  who  seeks  for 
guidance  .  .  .  may  look  inside  its  covers 
and  find  illumination.— Herbert  Hoover. 


REGISTRATION  FORM 

-Overnight  Camp  (ages  9  and  up).  The  cost  for  each  camper  per  week 
is  $30.  Ten  dollars  must  accompany  this  registration  form.  The  re- 
mainder is  to  be  paid  upon  arrival  at  camp. 

_Day  Camp  (ages  7  and  up).  The  cost  for  each  camper  is  $3  per  day.  A 
registration  fee  of  $3  must  accompany  this  form.  The  camper  is  expected 
to  pay  $3  a  day  upon  arrival  at  camp  or  $15  for  a  week. 


Please  check  the  week  you  plan  to  attend  camp: 

 June  24-28   

 July  1-5   

 July  15-19 


-August  21-26 


July  22-26 

-July  29 — August  2 

-August  5-9 


Name  

Grade  Next  Year  

State  ,  Zip- 

Father's  Business  

Home  Phone  


Sex_ 


Age_ 


Address- 


,  Date- 
City— 


School- 


Church  Affiliation- 


Business  Phone- 


Parent's  Signature  . 
Camper's  Signature 


Ministers7  Institute 
To  Be  Held 

The  annual  Ministers'  Institute  will  be 
held  at  Mount  Olive  College  August  5-8, 
1974. 

The  theme  for  the  institute  is  "Pas- 
toral Care  of  the  Bereaved,"  and  will 
consist  of  lectures  on  grief  and  counsel- 
ing the  grief-stricken  family.  Also  a 
number  of  funeral  directors  will  be  on 
the  program  to  share  their  views  of  the 
meaning  of  the  funeral  and  its  relation- 
ship to  the  bereaved  family.  Discus- 
sions of  the  "Christian  funeral"  and  the 
funeral  sermon  will  be  a  part  of  the 
program. 

The  afternoon  will  consist  of  Bible 
study  and  discussions.  Monday  through 
Wednesday  nights  will  consist  of  wor- 
ship events,  featuring  music  from  area 
churches.  The  night  services  will  be 
open  to  the  public  and  Free  Will  Baptists 
are  urged  to  bring  groups  from  their 
respective  churches  for  an  evening  of 
spiritual  blessing  and  renewal. 


A  youth  answered  an  advertisement 
for  a  responsible  boy.  "What  makes  you 
think  you're  responsible?"  asked  the  em- 
ployer. 

"On  every  job  I  have  ever  had  so  far," 
the  young  man  answered,  "whenever 
anything  went  wrong,  the  boss  has  al- 
ways said  to  me,  'You're  responsible!'" 


Two  vacationing  old  maids  were  back 
from  the  Holy  Land,  and  their  pastor 
asked  them  if  they  had  visited  Tyre  and 
Sidon. 

"Why,  no,"  they  answered,  looking 
astonished.  "Are  they  places?  We  al- 
ways thought  they  were  man  and  wife, 
like  Sodom  and  Gomorrah." 


BOOKSTORE 
HOURS 


The  Ayden  Bible  and  Bookstore, 
located  at  the  Free  Will  Baptist 
Press  Foundation,  Inc.,  81 1  North 
Lee  Street,  Ayden,  North  Caro- 
lina, observes  the  following 
hours: 

Monday-Friday— 8:30  a.m.  to  5 
p.m. 

Saturday— 9  a.m.  to  5  p.m. 
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IN  MEMORIAM 

MRS.  ESSIE  S.  EDWARDS 

The  members  of  Juniper  Chapel  Free 
Will  Baptist  Church,  Vanceboro,  North 
Carolina,  wish  to  pay  this  tribute  of 
respect  to  Mrs.  Essie  S.  Edwards  who  de- 
parted this  life  on  Saturday,  May  13, 
1972.  She  was  born  December  23, 
1895,  but  had  been  in  failing  health  for 
two  years. 

"Miss  Essie,"  as  she  was  known  by 
the  church  members  and  her  many 
friends,  was  a  member  of  Juniper  Chapel 
church,  the  woman's  Bible  class,  and  the 
woman's  auxiliary.  She  attended  all  the 
services  of  the  church  faithfully  as  long 
as  her  health  permitted. 

We  believe  our  dear  sister  could  say 
with  Paul,  "I  have  fought  a  good  fight, 
I  have  finished  my  course,  I  have  kept 
the  faith"  (2  Timothy  4:7).  She  was  a 
humble  and  patient  person  and  had 
much  love  for  all  she  knew. 

Her  funeral  was  held  in  the  church  on 
May  15,  1972,  by  her  pastor,  the  Rev. 
Willie  Stilley,  assisted  by  a  former  pas- 
tor, the  Rev.  Billy  Twiddy. 

She  left  to  mourn  her  passing  three 
daughters,  two  sons,  fifteen  grandchil- 
dren, two  great-grandchildren,  two  sis- 
ters, and  one  brother.  Her  husband  pre- 
ceded her  in  death  in  1968.  Burial  was 
in  the  church  cemetery  under  a  mound 
of  beautiful  flowers. 

Respectfully  submitted, 
Woman's  Auxiliary 
Publicity  Committee 

THE  REV.  TH'JRMAN  C.  SMITH 

Feelings  and  emotions  are  sometimes 
very  hard  to  express,  but  with  the  help 
of  the  Lord,  I  will  find  the  right  words. 

It  has  been  just  a  few  short  months 
since  I  attended  the  funeral  of  one  of 
God's  messengers  on  this  earth;  and  even 
now,  it  is  still  very  hard  to  accept.  The 
Rev.  Thurman  C.  Smith  was  this  man. 
For  those  of  us  who  had  the  pleasure  of 
knowing  him,  he  will  be  greatly  missed. 
For  those  who  did  not  have  the  privi- 
lege, may  I  say  that  you  missed  a  bless- 
ing. "Preacher  Smith,"  as  I  always  call- 
ed him,  was  not  one  to  brag  or  to  de- 
mand everyone's  esteem.  He  was  just  a 
man  who  was  himself  at  all  times,  not 
thinking  of  himself  as  being  perfect,  as 
so  many  of  his  friends  thought;  but  tried 
to  live  the  life  that  God  would  have  him 
live. 

He  suffered  many  years  with  illness, 
(continued  on  page  nine) 


1974  ANNUAL  GENERAL  CONFERENCE 

by  TAYLOR  HILL,  Secretary 

The  1974  annual  General  Conference  will  be  held  with  the  Hearon  Circle  Free  Will 
Baptist  Church,  7408  Lone  Oak  Street,  Spartanburg,  South  Carolina,  June  25,  26,  1974. 
The  theme  for  the  conference  will  be  "Unity  of  the  Spirit." 

Our  God  has  warned  us  to  "Not  forsaking  the  assembling  of  ourselves  together, 
as  the  manner  of  some  is;  but  exhorting  one  another:  and  so  much  the  more,  as  ye 
see  the  day  approaching"  (Hebrews  10:25);  ".  .  .  such  as  do  wickedly  against  the  cove- 
nant shall  he  corrupt  by  flatteries:  but  the  people  that  do  know  their  God  shall  be 
strong,  and  do  exploits.  And  they  that  understand  among  the  people  shall  instruct 
many:  .  .  .  they  that  be  wise  shall  shine  as  the  brightness  of  the  firmament;  and 
they  that  turn  many  to  righteousness  as  the  stars  for  ever  and  ever"  (Daniel  11:32, 

33;  12:3). 

Certainly  brethren,  the  time  has  come  that  the  churches  have  become  more  and 
more  isolated  from  one  another,  and  this  ought  not  to  be.  We  sincerely  hope  that 
this  will  be  the  year  that  our  General  Conference  will  play  the  greatest  roll  ever  in 
uniting  our  ministers  and  churches.  We  hope  that  all  Free  Will  Baptist  ministers  and 
churches  will  make  a  special  effort  to  attend  our  1974  annual  conference. 

The  purpose  of  this  organization  is  to  unite  Original  Free  Will  Baptists  in  a  Chris- 
tian fellowship  for  the  advancement  of  the  kingdom  of  God  through  worship,  mis- 
sions, evangelism,  education,  literature,  benevolences,  and  other  means  as  may  be 
mutually  agreed  upon.  This  fellowship  recognizes  the  individual  freedom  and  mutual 
dependence  of  all  who  believe  in  Jesus  Christ  as  Lord  and  Saviour. 

Below  is  the  program  for  this  1974  annual  session  with  the  following  officers 
presiding:  The  Revs.  J.  B.  Starnes,  president;  Norman  Ard,  vice-president;  Taylor  Hill, 
secretary;  and  John  R.  Frame,  treasurer.  The  Rev.  David  Charles  Hansley  will  serve 
as  music  director  with  musicians  provided  by  the  host  church.  The  theme,  "Unity  of 
the  Spirit,"  is  taken  from  Ephesians  4:3,  "Endeavoring  to  keep  the  unity  of  the  Spirit 
in  the  bond  of  peace."   The  program  is  as  follows: 

Tuesday  Afternoon,  June  25 

4:00— General  Board  Meeting  (The  Revs.  J.  B.  Starnes,  Norman  Ard,  Taylor  Hill,  John 
R.  Frame,  Cedric  Pierce,  D.  W.  Hansley,  Fred  Bates,  Johnnie  Bullman,  0.  B.  Jones, 
Ralph  Lightsey,  and  Burrell  Barnette) 

6:00— Registration,  Credentials  Committee 

Evening  Session 

7:30— Song  Service,  the  Rev.  David  Charles  Hansley,  Director,  Mount  Olive,  North 
Carolina 

—Devotions,  the  Rev.  Joseph  Ingram,  Goldsboro,  North  Carolina 
7:45— Greetings  from  the  Host  Church,  the  Rev.  Johnnie  Bullman,  Host  Pastor 

—Conference's  Opening,  the  Rev.  Taylor  Hill,  Secretary,  Fayetteville,  North  Caro- 
lina 

—Business  Session: 

Appointment  of  Committees 

Announcements 
8:15— Conference  Offering 
8:20— Special  Music 

8:30— Sermon,  the  Rev.  Walter  Patterson,  Mason,  West  Virginia 
—Partial  Report  of  Credentials  Committee 
—Hymn 
—Benediction 

Wednesday  Morning,  June  26 

9:00— Registration 
9:30— Song  Service 

—Reading  of  Scripture  and  Prayer,  the  Rev.  Belton  Law 
9:45-Moderator's  Message,  the  Rev.  J.  B.  Starnes,  Newport,  North  Carolina 
10:05— Song  Service 

—Special  Music 

-Sermon,  the  Rev.  Charles  Crisp,  Greenville,  North  Carolina 
10:50— Intermission 
1 1 :05— Song  Service 

—Special  Music 

-Sermon,  the  Rev.  Johnnie  Bullman,  Host  Pastor 
—Hymn 
—Benediction 
12:00-Lunch 
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Afternoon  Session 

1.-30— Song  Service 

—Devotions,  the  Rev.  Harry  Brown,  Bahama,  North  Carolina 
1:45— Business  Session: 

Report  of  all  Committees  and  Boards 
Old  and  New  Business 
Final  Report  of  Credentials  Committee 
Report  of  Treasurer 
—Hymn 
—Benediction 

The  following  is  information  on  the  hotels  and  motels  located  in  the  area  of 
Spartanburg,  South  Carolina: 

Day's  Inn-Phone  (803)  585-2413;  located  at  Boiling  Springs  Exit,  No.  9;  rates: 
single,  $8.88;  double,  $11.88. 

Holiday  Inn-Phone  (803)  576-5220;  located  on  Interstate  85,  one-half  mile  south 
of  Hearon  Circle;  rates:  single,  $11;  double,  $16. 

Ramada  Inn-Phone  (803)  578-7170;  located  at  1-585  Exit  on  Interstate  85;  rates: 
single,  $13;  double,  $18. 

Royal  Scotsman— Phone  (803)  578-6160;  located  at  Boiling  Springs  Exit  on  Inter- 
state 85;  rates:  single,  $8;  double,  $11. 

Howard  Johnson— Phone  (803)  578-7810;  located  at  Hearon  Circle  Exit;  rates: 
single,  $11.44;  double,  $16.64. 

Peach  Blossom-Phone  (803)  578-4220;  located  at  Boiling  Springs  Exit  on  Inter- 
state 85;  rates:  single,  $7-$8;  double,  $12. 

Scottish  Inns— Phone  (803)  576-7270;  located  on  Interstate  85,  one-half  mile  south 
of  Hearon  Circle,  on  the  northbound  side,-  rates:  single,  $6.60;  double,  $10. 

Roadway  Inns-Phone  (803)  578-5400;  located  at  Boiling  Springs  Exit  No.  9  on 
Interstate  85;  rates:  single,  $10;  double,  $14. 

Sheraton  Inn— Phone  (803)  578-5530,-  located  at  Hearon  Circle,-  rates:  single, 
$14-$15;  double,  $19-$20  (depending  on  the  view). 


MISSIONS 

(continued  from  page  five) 

get  excited  about  the  soon  coming  of 
our  Lord.  But  the  devil  also  knows  this 
and  he  is  working  as  never  before.  So 
for  this  reason  I  make  this  plea  to  our 
brothers  and  sisters  in  Christ  to  remem- 
ber the  lost  souls  here  in  Charlotte. 
Many  of  these  will  remain  lost  unless 
you,  God's  children,  join  with  us  in  pray- 
er and  claim  the  promise  that  Jesus 
made  to  us  in  Matthew  21:22,  ".  .  .  all 
things,  whatsoever  ye  shall  ask  in  pray- 
er, believing,  ye  shall  receive." 

Won't  you  join  with  us  in  asking  God 
for  these  things:  a  living  faith,  a  broken 
heart,  and  souls.  Then  God  will  take 
these  things  and  build  for  Himself  a 
church  that  the  gates  of  hell  will  not 
prevail  against.  How  we  praise  God  for 
the  truth  in  His  promises! 

Yours  in  the  Master's  service, 
The  Rev.  Wayne  Watson 

HELP  NEEDED! 

We  would  like  to  ask  you  again 
through  "The  Free  Will  Baptist"  to  help 
us  reach  the  people  who  live  in  the  Le- 
land,  North  Carolina,  or  Wilmington, 
North  Carolina,  area  who  would  be  in- 


terested in  working  with  us  in  our  mis- 
sion to  please  send  us  their  name  and 
address  or  phone  number  so  we  can  con- 
tact them. 

Our  mission  is  located  in  Leland,  on 
Highways  74  and  76,  across  the  railroad 
track,  in  front  of  the  school. 

Any  interested  person  may  send  any 
kind  of  information  to  Mrs.  Doris  Heath, 
4306  Peachtree  Avenue,  Wilmington,  or 
they  may  give  this  telephone  number 
(791-4461)  to  their  friends  or  relatives 
who  live  in  this  area  and  let  them  con- 
tact us,  whichever  is  better. 

Please  pray  that  the  work  here  will 
continue  to  go  forward. 

Yours  in  Christ, 
Mrs.  Doris  Heath 


ATTENTION  LADIES! 

It  is  very  important  that  you  register 
immediately  for  the  Woman's  Conference 
to  be  held  at  Crag  mo  nt  Assembly,  Black 
Mountain,  North  Carolina,  August  12-17. 
The  number  planning  to  attend  must  be 
known  in  order  that  bus  reservations 
may  be  secured.  Please  do  not  delay  In 
sending  your  registration  to  Mrs.  Lillie 
Mae  Sasser,  Route  2,  Box  497,  Goldsboro, 
North  Carolina  27530. 


IN  AAEAAORIAM 

(continued  from  page  eight) 

but  never  once  did  I  see  him  without  a 
smile.  He  was  loved  by  many  of  which 
I  am  just  a  small  part.  To  honor  him 
completely  for  what  he  has  meant  to  my 
life  is  impossible;  but  I  would  like  to 
say,  "Thank  you"  to  him  for  the  many 
lives  he  has  led  to  Christ.  To  me  there 
is  no  greater  tribute  that  can  be  bestow- 
ed upon  anyone.  He  has  gone  home  to 
be  with  Jesus,  and  one  day  I  will  see 
him  there. 

Preacher  Smith,  I  am  sure,  would  not 
have  wanted  a  tribute  to  be  made  to  him 
without  the  mentioning  of  his  wife,  for 
she  was  very  precious  to  his  life.  She 
has  truly  been  what  God  intended  a  wife 
to  be.  To  her  I  would  like  to  say  that 
it  is  my  prayer  that  she  will  find  com- 
fort in  the  knowledge  that  Preacher 
Smith's  suffering  is  over,  and  he  is  at 
peace  with  Jesus. 

In  closing  I  will  just  simply  say  good- 
bye to  a  great  man  of  God. 

Respectfully  submitted, 
Jane  Groves 

CHARLIE  ALBERT  JONES 

It  was  on  the  eighth  of  October,  1973, 
that  the  shadows  of  sadness  fell  over 
the  home  of  Mr.  Charlie  Albert  Jones, 
Route  2,  Vanceboro,  North  Carolina.  He 
died  suddenly  in  the  Lenoir  Memorial 
Hospital,  Kinston,  North  Carolina,  hav- 
ing been  in  failing  health  several  months. 

Mr.  Jones  spent  his  entire  life  in  the 
Vanceboro  community  where  he  was  en- 
gaged in  farming.  He  also  worked  with 
the  Star-Planters  Tobacco  Warehouse 
during  the  fall  selling  season.  He  was  a 
member  of  Juniper  Chapel  Original  Free 
Will  Baptist  Church,  the  men's  Sunday 
school  class,  and  the  men's  fellowship  of 
the  church. 

"Mr.  Albert,"  as  he  was  known  to  all 
his  friends,  loved  the  Lord,  his  church, 
and  his  denomination.  He  manifested 
this  love  by  his  regular  attendance  to 
all  church  services  if  his  health  permit- 
ted. He  served  on  the  church's  deacon 
board  for  25  years,-  also  on  various  com- 
mittees when  needed.  He  was  always 
ready  and  willing  to  help  a  friend  or 
neighbor  in  need-the  black  as  well  as 
the  white. 

The  many  tokens  of  respect  showed 
the  love  and  admiration  that  this  com- 
munity had  for  Mr.  Albert.   There  is  a 
vacancy  left  in  his  church,  his  home,  and 
(continued  on  page  fifteen) 
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New  Growth 


BY  MRS.  ROYC£  MATTHEWS  M 

FATHER'S  DAY 

Father's  Day— a  day  set  aside  to  honor 
our  fathers. 

What  is  a  father?  According  to  Web- 
ster, a  father  is  a  maie  parent.  But  be- 
ing a  male  parent  is  only  the  beginning 
of  being  a  father. 

A  father  is  someone,  usually  always 
busy,  but  never  too  busy  to  take  the 
time  to  listen  or  throw  a  ball. 

A  father  is  someone  who  doesn't  yell, 
but  one  look  will  scorch  your  soul  and 
make  whatever  mischief  you  were  doing 
suddenly  lose  its  luster. 

A  father  is  someone  who,  no  matter 
how  dark  the  situation,  can  come  up 
with  a  statement  to  make  you  see  a  pin- 
prick of  light  that  makes  you  smile. 

A  father  is  someone  who  teaches  you 
to  play  the  game,  but  more  than  that  he 
teaches  you  fair  play,  honesty,  and  to 
give  of  your  best. 

A  father  is  slow  on  criticism  and  fast 
on  your  defense. 

A  father  is  someone  who,  when  he 
sees  you  taking  situations  too  seriously, 
knows  how  to  put  things  in  the  right 
perspective. 

A  father  is  someone  who  comes  to  the 
rescue  when  you've  made  a  blunder,  who 
stands  beside  you  when  others  have  turn- 
ed away. 

A  father  is  someone  who  has  a  stub- 
born independence  to  act,  not  because 
it's  popular,  but  because  he  himself  be- 
lieves it  is  right. 

A  good  father  is  a  Christian:  not  just 
a  professing  Christian,  but  a  day-to-day 
living  Christian. 

A  good  father  is  strong,  steady,  de- 
pendable, but  most  of  all,  a  good  father 
is  love. 


"IT'S  THERE  TO  STAY  I" 

Dr.  W.  B.  Henson,  a  Bible-believing 
minister  of  the  other  years,  preached  a 
mighty  sermon  on  the  second  coming  of 
Christ.  A  group  of  young  ministers 
heard  the  message.  At  the  close  of  the 
service,  they  said  to  Dr.  Henson,  "We 
don't  see  as  you  do,-  we  cannot  get  it 
out  of  the  New  Testament."  Replied 
Dr.  Henson,  "Of  course  you  can't  get  it 
out  of  the  New  Testament.  It's  there 
to  stay!"— Vance  Havner. 


Unmitigated 


by  the  Rev.  R.  P.  Harris 


Scriptural  Basis:  "But  know  that  the 
LORD  hath  set  apart  him  that  is  godly 
for  himself:  the  LORD  will  hear  when  I 
call  him.  Stand  in  awe,  and  sin  not: 
commune  with  your  own  heart  upon  your 
bed,  and  be  still.  Selah.  Offer  the  sac- 
rifices of  righteousness,  and  put  your 
trust  in  the  LORD"  (Psalm  4:3-5). 

THE  DUTY  OF  MAN  TO  OFFER  THE 
SACRIFICES  OF  RIGHTEOUSNESS 

God  made  man  with  the  power  of 
choice— he  is  a  free  moral  agent.  God 
also  makes  it  necessary  for  man  to  as- 
sert himself.  I  think  we  should  under- 
stand this  without  a  doubt.  Those  who 
come  to  grips  with  reality  know  that  a 
decision  must  be  effected.  No  one  can 
stay  on  the  fence  all  the  time,  neither 
can  one  survive  in  a  "No-Man's-Land." 
A  decision  not  to  serve  Christ  may  very 
well  mean  that  you  have  decided  against 
Him.  Christ  himself  declared,  "He  that 
is  not  with  me  is  against  me,-  and  he 
that  gathereth  not  with  me  scattereth 
abroad"  (see  Matthew  12:30).  I  believe 
it  is  absolutely  necessary  for  man  to  "of- 
fer the  sacrifices  of  righteousness"  and 
you  must  "put  your  trust  in  the  Lord." 

There  are  three  reasons  which  I  offer 
here  to  verify  the  above  assertion.  Num- 
ber 1:  Failure  to  offer  the  very  best 
which  God  has  endowed  man  with  is 
short  of  what  God  offers  to  us  for  our 
redemption.  God  gave  His  best— His  on- 
ly begotten  Son  for  us— and  He  expects 
us  to  give  the  best  we  have  in  return. 
On  the  other  hand,  Christ  put  all  He  had 
in  our  salvation.  He  expects  us  to  put 
all  that  we  have  in  our  redemption  and 
our  salvation.  One  does  not  expect 
charity  always.  We  should  not  expect 
to  be  on  the  receiving  end  and  never 
become  charitable  to  Christ  (or  others). 


Christ  is  Lord  of  all  or  He  is  not  Lord 
at  all. 

Number  2:  I  believe  God  expects  us 
to  sacrifice  selfishness  and  to  be  mind- 
ful of  the  needs  of  others.  "Everybody's 
name  is  Jimmy.  I'll  take  all  you  gim- 
my,"  is  well  stated.  Why  do  you  sup- 
pose people  put  themselves  in  a  posi- 
tion to  receive  something?  Notice  those 
who  always  show  up  if  there  is  a  free 
meal,  or  notice  customers  who  (at  least 
around  Christmastime)  look  for  a  gift 
from  their  supplier.  I  know,  because 
my  sideline  business  has  to  do  with  busi- 
ness and  promotional  specialties  which 
are  giveaways.  The  customer  has  been 
spoiled  rotten  with  giveaways.  The 
merchants  and  businessmen  have  been 
sucked  up  in  these  giveaways  until  it  is 
very  distasteful  and  rotten  to  the  core. 
How  does  one  quit?  This  reminds  me  of 
a  youthful  camper  at  Cragmont  one  year 
when  I  was  director  of  the  camp.  I 
took  the  campers  up  to  the  top  of  the 
mountain,  and  on  our  return  trip  (down) 
this  sweet  little  girl  grew  tired  of  check- 
ing her  speed;  and  so  she  decided  to 
let  go  and  see  what  would  happen.  Well, 
the  only  way  she  could  stoD  after  a  few 
paces  was  to  throw  herself  on  the 
ground  and  roll  until  she  struck  a  tree. 
Bam!  But  she  stopped!  Let  us  look 
around  us  and  see  what  we  can  do  for 
others. 

Number  3:  I  believe  absolute  trust  in 
the  Lord  is  what  we  will  learn  when  we 
begin  to  offer  the  sacrifices  of  righteous- 
ness. What  are  some  of  these?  (a)  Quit 
making  excuses  for  not  going  to  Sunday 
school,  church,  prayer  meetings,  and  all 
other  spiritual  meetings  which  offer  you 
the  opportunity  of  becoming  a  better 
person,  (b)  Put  into  action  the  chal- 
lenges God's  Word  offers  you.  (c)  Make 
it  your  business  to  see  that  the  needs  of 
the  needy  are  met  as  far  as  it  is  pos- 
sible for  you  to  do.  (d)  Get  on  the  band- 
wagon for  Christ  and  let  the  world  know 
that  you  really  love  the  Lord,  (e)  Set 
your  house  in  order,  because  this  may 
be  the  day  of  deliverance. 


THE  SONGS  THAT  CHEER 

Haydn,  the  great  musician,  was  once 
asked  why  his  church  music  was  so 
cheerful,  and  he  replied:  "When  I  think 
upon  God,  my  heart  is  so  full  of  joy  that 
the  notes  dance  and  leap,  as  it  were, 
from  my  pen,  and,  since  God  has  given 
me  a  cheerful  heart,  it  will  be  pardoned 
me  that  I  serve  Him  with  a  cheerful 
spirit."— Selected. 
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QUESTIONS 
BIBLE  ANSWERS 

Conducted  by  J.  P.  BARROW 
Route  1,  Box  475,  LaGrange,  North  Carolina  28551 


Question:  Please  explain,  "Now  the 
Ipirit  speaketh  expressly,  that  in  the 
atter  times  some  shall  depart  from  the 
aith,  giving  heed  to  seducing  spirits, 
ind  doctrines  of  devils;  Speaking  lies  in 
lypocrisy;  having  their  conscience  sear- 
id  with  a  hot  iron"  (1  Timothy  4:1,  2). 
las  the  time  "latter  times"  already 
:ome? 

I  Answer:  There  are  to  be  found  similar 
leaching  in  2  Timothy  3:1-5:  "This  know 
pso,  tnat  in  the  last  day  perilous  times 
jj  hali  come,  For  men  shall  be  lovers  of 
■heir  own  selves,  covetous,  boasters, 
■proud,  blasphemers,  disobedient  to  par- 
ents, unthankful,  unholy,  Without  nat- 
JiLiral  affection,  trucebreakers,  false  ac- 
cusers, incontinent,  fierce,  despisers  of 
Whose  that  are  good,  Traitors,  heady, 
Iriighminded,  lovers  of  pleasures  more 
than  lovers  of  God;  Having  a  form  of 
[godliness,  but  denying  the  power  there- 
pf:  from  such  turn  away."  These  verses 
ndd  details  to  the  same  teaching  that 
l^eem  to  better  identify  it  with  the  pres- 
|nt. 

I  How  many  old-fashioned  Free  Will 
jpaptist  homes  are  there  among  us  to- 
JjJay  where  parents  believe  the  Bible  and 
l  ive  by  it  in  every  realm  of  activity?  How 
ifnany  homes  are  reading  and  believing 
|rhe  Bible  daily,  bringing  up  their  chil- 
lilren  in  the  nurture  and  admonition  of 
■  he  Lord,  conducting  their  business  and 
Ipomestic  affairs  and  all  activities  ac- 
Jprding  to  the  teaching  of  God's  Word? 
1  have  not  had  the  privilege  of  visiting 
I  uch  a  home  often  in  the  past  twenty 
wears.  Before  then  I  felt  that  I  saw  such 
Ijiomes. 

What  of  our  schools?  Are  they  doing 
is  much  to  turn  the  pupils'  minds  and 
affections  to  God,  the  Bible,  and  what 
t  teaches  as  the  teachers  and  parents 
)f  children  did  two  or  three  decades 
ago?  I  do  not  think  so.  Therefore,  if 
We  have  not  come  fully  into  this  evil 
ime  mentioned  in  these  verses,  it  is 
luite  evident  that  we  are  laying  the 


ground  work  for  such  an  evil  and  unlaw- 
ful age. 

We  find  a  startling  truth  that  might 
help  us  to  see  that  the  trend  of  the  times 
is  in  the  direction  we  are  alerted  to  be 
ready  for  in  both  1  and  2  Timothy  on 
Page  59  in  the  January,  1974,  issue  of 
the  Christian  Victory  magazine: 

PAGAN  RELIGION  IN  PUBLIC  SCHOOLS 
"Applied  Christianity,  issue  of  Septem- 
ber, 1973,  calls  attention  in  an  editorial 
to  the  invasion  of  Hindu  religion  in  the 
public  schools  of  our  country.  A  recent 
issue  of  Scholastic  Teacher  features  an 
article  on  'Transcendental  Meditation,' 
'TM,'  as  it  is  called.  A  resolution  pass- 
ed the  Illinois  House  of  Representatives 
recommending  that  all  educational  insti- 
tutions within  that  state  be  strongly  en- 
couraged to  study  the  feasibility  of 
courses  in  'Transcendental  Meditation.' 
The  editorial  reports  that  TM  is  being 
taught  in  some  schools  in  New  Jersey 
and  New  York.  Teachers  are  recom- 
mending it  as  rewarding  and  helpful,  and 
that  it  is  a  savior  from  pressures. 

"The  U.  S.  Supreme  Court  outlawed  the 
devotional  reading  of  the  Bible  and  pray- 
er in  our  public  schools.  Now  comes 
heathen  Hindu  religion  in  the  form  of 
'Transcendental  Meditation'— and  in  some 
localities  this  is  being  received  with 
open  arms. 

"The  editorial  closes  with  the  words: 
'If  we  can't  have  the  Word  of  God  and 
prayer  in  our  schools,  why  should  we  as 
Christians  sit  quietly  while  witnessing 
the  introduction  of  a  paqan  religion 
which  has  held  India  in  bondage  for  cen- 
turies?' " 

It  is  high  time  that  we  as  parents  do 
all  we  are  able  in  an  effort  to  blot  out 
paqanism  in  our  society.  When  I  read 
such  articles,  see  such  on  television,  or 
hear  over  the  radio  that  which  indicates 
to  me  that  the  satanic  forces  of  Hades 
are  takinq  over,  not  onlv  in  Furone  and 
Enoland,  but  here  in  our  so-called  Chris- 
tian nation.  I  am  reminded  of  the  f°n/or 
and  enthusiasm  with  which  men  of  God 


like  Dr.  James  M.  Gray,  Reuben  A.  Tor- 
rey,  W.  H.  Griffith  Thomas,  and  several 
others  who  made  it  their  business  and 
personal  concern  to  keep  abreast  the 
trends  of  the  times  along  with  all  in  the 
Moody  Bible  Institute  where  they  taught, 
and  in  Bible  Conferences  throughout 
America,  refuted  the  diabolic  teachings 
of  such  men  as  Litton  Richards  of  Eng- 
land, Harry  Emerson  Fosdick  of  New 
York,  Shaler  Matthews  of  the  University 
of  Chicago,  and  others  that  taught  the 
theory  of  evolution  and  that  the  whole 
Bible  was  not  equally  inspired,  etc. 

These  fundamentalists  wrote  articles 
in  defense  of  the  gospel  that  were  pub- 
lished in  such  magazines  as  Moody 
Monthly  and  Sunday  School  Times,  as 
well  as  speaking  and  teaching  the  Bible 
message  in  a  sufficient  clearness  to  defy 
the  atheist  and  agnostics,  also  those  who 
taught  evolution  as  a  fact. 

Today  Christians  appear  to  be  lulled 
into  a  dangerous  lethargy  appearing  to 
have  no  sentiment  about  it  while  their 
children  attend  classes  regularly,  being 
taught  evolution  and  other  fantasies  as 
though  this  were  all  right  and  it  were 
fitting  and  expected  of  Christians'  chil- 
dren that  they  be  exposed  to  such  false 
teachings  in  schools  supported  by  taxes 
they  pay. 

The  Bible  says:  "Be  ye  not  unequally 
yoked  together  with  unbelievers:  for 
what  fellowship  hath  righteousness  with 
unrighteousness?  and  what  communion 
hath  light  with  darkness?  And  what 
concord  hath  Christ  with  Belial?  or  what 
part  hath  he  that  believeth  with  an  in- 
fidel? .  .  .  Wherefore  come  out  from 
among  them,  and  be  ye  separate,  saith 
the  Lord,  and  touch  not  the  unclean 
thing;  and  I  will  receive  you,  And  will 
be  a  Father  unto  you,  and  ye  shall  be  my 
sons  and  daughters,  saith  the  Lord  Al- 
mighty" (2  Corinthians  6:14,  15,  17,  18); 
"Whosoever  transgresseth,  and  abideth 
not  in  the  doctrine  of  Christ,  hath  not 
God.  He  that  abideth  in  the  doctrine  of 
Christ,  he  hath  both  the  Father  and  the 
Son.  If  there  come  any  unto  you,  and 
bring  not  this  doctrine,  receive  him  not 
into  your  house,  neither  bid  him  God 
speed:  For  he  that  biddeth  him  God 
speed  is  partaker  of  his  evil  deeds"  (2 
John  9-11);  "Depart  from  evil,  and  do 
good;  and  dwell  for  evermore.  .  .  .  Wait 
on  the  LORD,  and  keep  his  way,  and  he 
shall  exalt  thee  to  inherit  the  land:  when 
the  wicked  are  cut  off,  thou  shalt  see  it. 
.  .  .  But  the  transgressors  shall  be  de- 
stroyed together:  the  end  of  the  wicked 
shall  be  cut  off"  (Psalm  37:27,  34,  38). 
(continued  on  page  fifteen) 
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STORIES 

for  our  youth 


I  DON'T 
WANT  TO 

BHET  ERICKSON  closed  the  book  he 
was  reading  when  he  saw  his  father 
pick  up  his  Bible.  He  reached  for  his 
own  and  handed  his  mother  and  his  sis- 
ter Marianne  their  Bibles.  The  Erick- 
son  family  liked  to  read  the  Bible  to- 
gether in  family  worship. 

"Before  we  have  our  family  worship 
tonight,  I  have  something  to  tell  you," 
Mr.  Erickson  said,  glancing  around  the 
family  circle.  "The  company  wants  me 
to  take  over  the  office  at  Alden." 

"But  we  wouldn't  move  there,  would 
we,  Dad?" 

"Yes.  If  I  take  the  job  we  would, 
son." 

"But  I  don't  want  to  move,  Dad.  I 
wouldn't  have  anyone  to  play  ball  with!" 

"I  don't  want  to  move,  either,"  wail- 
ed Marianne. 

"Let's  all  ask  God  to  show  us  what 
He  wants  us  to  do,"  Mrs.  Erickson  sug- 
gested. 

Later,  as  Chet  got  ready  for  bed,  he 
thought  of  all  his  friends  in  Bradford. 
He  had  never  lived  anywhere  else.  He 
had  always  attended  Westside  church. 
"I  sure  hope  we  don't  move  to  Alden," 
he  murmured  as  he  knelt  to  pray. 

Then  he  remembered  what  his  Sunday 
school  teacher,  Mr.  Reed,  had  said.  "It 
isn't  always  easy  to  know  God's  will  for 
us.  And  sometimes  it  isn't  easy  to  do 
God's  will  when  we  know  it.  Even  Jesus 
prayed,  'Not  what  I  will,  but  what  thou 
wilt'  (Mark  14:36).  If  we  pray  as  Jesus 
did,  He  will  help  us  to  choose  God's  way. 
And  God's  way  is  always  best  for  us." 

"Oh,  Jesus,"  Chet  prayed,  "please  help 
us  to  know  what  you  want  us  to  do 
about  moving  to  Alden.  I  don't  want 
to  move.  I'd  rather  stay  here.  But  not 
my  will  but  thine  be  done."    He  arose 


from  his  knees  and  climbed  into  bed, 
feeling  sure  that  Jesus  would  work 
things  out. 

After  breakfast  the  next  morning,  Mr. 
Erickson  said,  "Let's  drive  over  to  Alden 
today.  I  want  to  see  the  office,  and  we 
can  look  around  and  see  how  we  would 
like  to  live  there." 

Soon  they  all  climbed  in  the  car  and 
headed  for  Alden.  The  warm  sun  shone 
through  the  car  windows  and  made  Chet 
think  of  the  fun  he  and  his  friends  al- 
ways had  in  the  park  playing  ball  in 
warm  weather.  He  sighed  when  he  re- 
membered that  he  might  not  be  playing 
ball  with  them  this  summer. 

The  time  flew  by,  and  before  long 
they  were  driving  into  the  office  park- 
ing lot.  "I'll  only  be  a  minute,"  Mr. 
Erickson  said,  getting  out  of  the  car. 

It  was  pleasant  sitting  in  the  car  with 
the  warm  sun  beaming  down.  Again 
Chet  thought  about  his  friends  and  how 
much  fun  they  had  playing  ball  in  the 
park. 

Just  then  his  father  came  striding  out 
of  the  office  and  up  to  the  car.  "Do  you 
remember  Bob  Jones?"  he  asked. 

"Why,  yes,"  answered  Mrs.  Erickson. 
"He  was  in  college  when  we  were.  He 
was  preparing  to  be  a  minister,  wasn't 
he?" 

"Yes,  and  he's  pastoring  here  in  Al- 
den! I  called  him  up  while  I  was  in  the 
office.  He  wants  us  to  drive  out  to  see 
their  new  church." 

"Is  it  far?"  she  asked. 

"No,  it's  close." 

When  they  drove  up  to  the  church, 
Pastor  Jones  came  out  and  greeted  them 
cordially. 

"This  is  Chet  and  Marianne,"  Mr. 
Erickson  said. 

"Our  son,  Bill,  is  about  your  age, 
Chet,"  the  minister  said.  Then,  smil- 
ing at  Marianne,  he  added,  "And  you 
are   about  our   Dorothy's  age.  Their 


mother  took  them  to  the  dentist  this 
morning." 

"Does  Bill  like  to  play  ball?"  Chet 
asked  eagerly. 

"He  sure  does.  If  he  were  here,  he'd 
show  you  their  ball  diamond." 

Chet  grinned  at  his  dad  in  relief  as 
they  got  out  ot  the  car  to  go  tnrough 
the  tnurch. 

"We  |ust  dedicated  our  church  last 
week,"  keverend  Jones  explained.  "We 
have  a  fine  group  or  new  people,  out  we 
need  some  tammes  that  have  oeen  Cnris- 
tians  tor  awnile.  My  wite  and  I  have 
been  asking  the  Lord  for  |ust  one  such 
family. 

"In  fact,"  he  smiled  at  the  Ericksons, 
"I  even  have  a  house  tor  that  family  to 
move  into.  One  ot  our  members  called 
me  this  morning  and  asked  me  to  get  a 
renter  or  a  buyer  tor  their  home.  Her 
husband  died  some  time  ago,  and  she 
and  the  children  are  going  back  to  her 
hometown." 

Could  this  be  God's  way  of  showing 
them  that  it  was  His  will  for  them  to 
move  to  Alden?  Chet  wondered.  He 
saw  his  father  look  questioningly  at  his 
mother.   She  nodded  her  head  slightly. 

"Bob,  could  you  arrange  for  us  to  see 
that  house?"  Mr.  Erickson  asked. 

"Sure  thing,  George,"  Reverend  Jones 
answered,  a  puzzled  look  on  his  face. 
"Let  me  have  a  minute  to  make  a  phone 
call." 

After  he  was  gone,  Mr.  Erickson  turn- 
ed to  his  family.  "How  about  it?"  he 
asked.  "If  this  house  is  what  we  want, 
shall  we  take  it  that  God  wants  us  t<p 
come  to  Alden?"  They  all  nodded 
solemnly. 

It  might  not  be  so  bad  to  live  in  Al- 
den, Chet  decided.  Grandpa  and  Grand- 
ma would  still  live  in  Bradford.  He 
could  visit  them.  And  during  the  sum- 
mer, maybe  Dad  and  Mom  would  even 
let  him  stay  two  weeks  in  Bradford. 
Then  he  could  see  all  his  old  friends.  He 
was  sure  that  God's  way  was  best.— 
Guide  for  Juniors. 


SIMPLE,  LITTLE  THINGS 

It's  the  little  things  we  do  and  say 
That  mean  so  much  as  we  go  our  way, 
A  kindly  deed  can  lift  a  load 
From  weary  shoulders  on  the  road, 
Or  a  gentle  word,  like  summer  rain, 
May  soothe  some  hearts  and  banish  pain. 
What  joy  or  sadness  often  springs 
From  just  the  simple  little  things! 

—Selected. 
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FREE  WILL  BAPTIST  CHILDREN'S  HOME 


"A  Christian  Home  for  Boys  and  Girls" 

MIDDLESEX,  NORTH  CXROUNA  27557 

Phone  (919)  235-4079 

MR.  SAMMY  WEEKS,  Superintendent 


$  200.00 


$  8.36 


Balance  March  31,  1974 

Transferred  from  Capital  Savings 
Transferred  from  Albemarle  Savings 


Receipts 


$5,000.00 
2,000.00 


$  782.80 


STATUS  OF  ALBEMARLE  BUILDING  FUND  AND 
CAPITAL  ACCOUNTS 

The  following  is  a  record  of  transactions  on  the  Albemarle  Building  Fund  and  the 

Capital  Account.  We  plan  to  publish  an  account  of  these  two  funds  on  a  monthly 
basis  to  keep  everyone  informed  as  to  their  status. 

Albemarle  Building  Fund  (Savings  Account) 
Receipts 
Albemarle  Conference 

Auxiliary  District  Conference  $  157.80 

Mt.  Tabor  45.00 

Free  Union  300.00 

St.  Paul  100.00 

Malachi's  Chapel  50.00 

Trinity  130.00 

Total 

Cape  Fear  Conference 

Lee's  Chapel  $1,000.00 

Hopewell  1,197.55 

Cape  Fear  Conference  1,000.00 

Smyrna  205.00 

Smyrna  Young  People  25.00 

Robert's  Grove  224.95 

Powhatan  500.00 

Total 

Central  Conference 

Reedy  Branch  Auxiliary  $  165.00 

Reedy  Branch  50.00 

Black  Jack  Auxiliary  35.00 

Total 

Eastern  Conference 

Saints  Delight 

Total 

Miscellaneous 

Interest  Earned 

Total 

Total  Contributions 
Transferred  to  Capital  Checking  Account 

Total  in  Albemarle  Building  Fund  (Savings  Account) 
Capital  Checking  Account 


4,152.50 


250.00 


200.00 


8.36 


Total  Receipts 


(continued  on  page  fifteen) 


5,393.66 
2,000.00 

$3,393.66 
$  846.32 


7,000.00 


I  Can  Ride  the  Pony 


Five  year  old  Ricky  Eason  is  thrilled 
that  he  is  getting  "big  enough"  to  ride 
the  ponies!  We  have  eight  ponies  and 
a  horse  here  on  the  campus  for  the  chil- 
dren's enjoyment.  Other  children  in  the 
picture  are:  Donnie  Anderson,  Jo  Ann 
Anderson,  Mary  Ann  Warren,  Janice 
Jones,  and  Junior  Eason. 


New  Children 


During  May,  two  new  children  were 
admitted  at  the  Home,  Romona  Ann  Hop- 
kins and  Johnny  Wayne  Hopkins.  They 
are  from  Middlesex,  North  Carolina.  Ro- 
mona is  a  nine-year-old  little  girl  in  the 
third  grade  at  school.  She  is  now  living 
in  the  Smith  Cottage.  Johnny  Wayne  is 
four  years  old  and  is  now  living  in  Albe- 
marle Cottage  No.  1. 


HAVE  YOU  RENEWED  YOUR 
SUBSCRIPTION? 
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ST.  CLAIRE  BIBLE  CLAStf) 
THE  SUNDAY  f£Z££> 
SCHOOL  LESSOIS^^f 


The  Christian's  Hope 
and  the  Daily  Task 

Lesson  Text:  2  Thessalonians  2:1,  2;  3: 
6-16 

Memory  Verse:  2  Thessalonians  3:13 

I.  INTRODUCTION 

As  we  have  already  seen  in  last  Sun- 
day's lesson,  the  Thessalonian  Christians 
had  been  mistaken  about  the  time  of 
Jesus'  return  to  the  earth  and  were  wor- 
ried about  those  who  had  died  in  Christ, 
thinking  that  they  would  not  have  a  part 
in  the  kingodm  Jesus  would  set  up  upon 
His  return.  Paul  wrote  the  first  letter 
to  them  to  correct  this  mistake.  Paul 
wrote  the  second  letter  soon  afterward 
to  show  them  the  difference  between  the 
"Day  of  Christ"  and  the  "Day  of  the 
Lord."  They  were  confused  also  on  this. 

A  second  and  more  important  imme- 
diate reason  for  writing  this  second  let- 
ter was  to  show  the  Thessalonian  Chris- 
tians that  their  main  concern  should  not 
be  when  Christ  would  appear,  which  of 
course  they  could  not  know,  but  which 
was  important,  but  that  they  should  be 
about  their  Master's  business,  ever  seek- 
ing to  win  the  lost  to  Christ.  He  quite 
effectively  showed  that  when  the  day 
of  the  Lord  came,  there  would  be  a  ter- 
rible judgment  upon  the  earth  and  upon 
unbelievers  who  had  refused  to  receive 
the  Son  of  God  as  Saviour.  This  judg- 
ment would  come  immediately  following 
His  return  and  at  the  close  of  the  Great 
Tribulation. 

Our  part  in  all  this  is  that  we  should 
also  realize  that  the  day  of  the  Lord  is 
coming  and  we  should  be  about  our 
daily  tasks  in  the  winning  of  souls  to 
Jesus.  It  is  a  waste  of  time  to  speculate 
on  the  time  of  His  coming,-  we  should  be 
at  work  instead,  helping  to  complete  the 
bride  of  Christ,  the  church,  enabling 
Christ  to  return  for  her.— The  Advanced 
Quarterly  (F.W.B.). 

II.  HINTS  THAT  HELP 

A.  Some  say  that  doctrine  is  not  im- 


portant just  so  a  person  is  sincere.  This 
example  of  the  Thessalonian  church 
should  convince  anyone  that  conduct 
proceeds  from  belief. 

B.  The  "day  of  the  Lord"  is  in  the 
future  after  the  Lord  has  taken  away  the 
church.  We  are  living  in  the  "day  of 
grace"  when  all  men  have  an  oppor- 
tunity to  be  saved. 

C.  Some  men  felt  that  if  the  Lord  was 
coming  soon  that  there  was  no  use  to 
work.  Paul  dispelled  this  idea  and  in- 
sisted that  those  who  do  not  work  should 
not  eat.  Of  course,  he  was  talking  only 
about  those  who  were  physically  able  to 
work. 

D.  Waiting  is  sometimes  the  most  diffi- 
cult task.  Yet  Paul  tells  the  Thessa- 
lonian church  that  they  are  to  wait  with 
patience  and  work  diligently  until  the 
Lord  returns.  We  also  know  from  other 
passages  in  the  Bible  that  Christians  are 
to  witness  until  the  Lord  comes  to  take 
His  own  out  of  the  world. 

E.  What  is  your  attitude  toward  the 
second  coming  of  Christ?  Does  it  make 
you  more  diligent  or  does  it  make  you 
want  to  sit  down  and  do  nothing?  It 
should  be  a  great  spur  to  activity  and 
work  for  the  Lord. 

-The  Bible  Teacher  (F.W.B.). 

III.  ADDITIONAL  TRUTHS 

A.  Modern  literature  and  drama  often 
portray  the  Christian  way  as  either  a 
shallow,  ineffectual  piety,  or  as  the  fran- 
tic anxiety  of  the  political  activist, 
neither  of  which  depicts  the  true  Chris- 
tian vocation. 

If  a  Christian  is  a  mechanic,  let  him 
be  the  very  best  Christian  mechanic  that 
he  can  and  glorify  God  in  his  calling.  Let 
the  Christian  banker,  farmer,  nurse, 
salesman,  or  executive  do  likewise,  ex- 
celling in  his  work  to  the  glory  of  God. 
But  let  him  never  think  that  he  can  glo- 
rify his  Lord  by  abandoning  productive 
labor  for  the  protest  march  or  demon- 
stration, for  by  so  doing  he  places  him- 
self under  the  very  disapproval  stated 
in  our  text.   Though  his  cause  may  be 


ever  so  just,  he  is  an  idler,  stirring  up 
dissent  among  brethren. 

Paul  ministered  in  cities  in  which 
slavery  was  an  accepted  institution,  and 
slaves  constituted  a  large  part  of  the 
population.  The  concept  of  slavery  can- 
not be  harmonized  with  Christian 
brotherhood,  yet  Paul  never  campaigned 
against  it  and  even  sent  a  converted 
slave  back  to  his  master  (read  Philemon). 

Though  Paul  laid  down  principles  that 
struck  slavery  a  deathblow,  he  knew  that 
the  leaven  of  God's  grace  works  slowly, 
and  he  did  not  try  to  hurry  it. 

To  have  agitated  militantly  against 
slavery  (or  against  Rome's  dictatorship, 
for  that  matter)  would  have  stirred  up 
violent  unrest,  much  blood  would  have 
been  shed,  and  the  church  would  have 
been  destroyed  or  would  have  become 
the  tool  of  a  special  interest  group. 

The  church  today  has  the  task  of  fos- 
tering Christian  attitudes  toward  the 
massive  labor  and  employment  problems 
facing  a  modern  technical  world.  Mod- 
ern retirement  programs  relieve  the 
older  folk  of  much  of  the  economic  dis- 
tress that  once  plagued  the  aged.  These 
folk,  for  their  own  peace  of  mind,  need 
to  keep  busy  and  feel  useful.  Here  is 
people-power  available  to  the  church- 
mature  men  and  women  whose  capabili- 
ties may  be  tapped  for  the  cause  of 
Christ. 

Today's  youth  face  problems  of  leisure 
and  employment  that  were  almost  un- 
known a  generation  or  two  ago.  Society 
was  predominantly  rural  and  far  less 
regimented  than  today.  Almost  every- 
one had  daily  chores,  such  as  cows  to 
milk,  hogs  to  feed,  and  chickens  to  care 
for;  and  even  urban  young  people  had 
wood  to  chop  or  coal  to  carry.  Fewer 
restrictions  were  placed  on  employment 
of  youth,  and  they  often  worked  on  the 
farm  or  in  their  parents'  store.  What  to 
do  with  leisure  was  seldom  a  problem- 
Standard  Lesson  Commentary. 

B.  At  a  track  meet  at  Mercersburg 
Academy,  my  admiration  was  provoked 
by  an  incident  in  the  two-mile  run.  The 
track  is  a  quarter  of  a  mile  around,  so 
that  the  runners  had  to  cover  it  eight 
times  to  make  the  two  miles.  Some 
twenty  boys  entered  the  event,  and  the 
race  was  run  in  good  form;  but  the  lad 
who  got  the  heartiest  applause  was  not 
the  one  who  won  first  place.  He  was 
the  one  who  came  in  last.  When  the 
winner  hit  the  tape,  this  lad  was  three- 
eighths  of  a  mile  behind.  As  he  came 
around  the  seventh  time,  he  kept  on 
(continued  on  page  fifteen) 
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CHILDREN'S  HOME 

(continued  from  page  thirteen) 

Total  to  Account  For  7,846.32 

Disbursements 

Albemarle  Building  Expenditures  $2,141.47 

Other  Capital  Improvements  3,204.37 


Total  Disbursements  5,345.84 
Balance  May  31,  1974  $2,500.48 


The  Evangelistic 
Outreach  of  the 
Church  Through 
The  Family 

(continued  from  page  three) 

satisfaction  in  bowing  to  the  fetish  of 
statistics.  .  .  . 

The  next  few  years  are  critical.  We 
will  either  adapt  our  ministry  to  reach 
families,  or  we  will  disintegrate  while 
witnessing  the  degeneration  of  our  cul- 
ture at  the  family  level. 

Every  church  which  has  historically 
emphasized  its  own  institutional  struc- 
ture to  the  neglect  of  the  spiritual  needs 
of  its  families  has  lost  its  Christian  dis- 
tinctives,  its  spiritual  dynamic,  and  its 
redemptive  design.  At  the  same  time, 
these  churches  contributed  to  the  moral 
breakdown  of  the  home.  We  will  use 
our  opportunity  today,  or  lose  it  tomor- 
row. 

If  we  accept  the  challenge  of  reaching 
our  families,  it  will  sharpen  the  cutting 
edge  of  our  harvest  tools,  and  could  rev- 
olutionize our  church— and  save  the 
world  !-The  Free  Methodist. 


NEWS  NOTES 

(continued  from  page  six) 
Friendship  Church,  Middlesex, 
Schedules  Revival  Services 

Revival  services  are  scheduled  to  be 
held  at  Friendship  Original  Free  Will 
Baptist  Church  of  the  Emit  community, 
Route  1,  Middlesex,  for  the  week  of  June 
17-21.  Services  will  begin  each  evening 
at  eight  o'clock.  A  former  pastor,  the 
Rev.  Joe  Gerald,  now  pastor  of  the  Com- 
munity Free  Will  Baptist  Church  of  Wel- 
!|  don,  will  be  the  guest  speaker.  The  pas- 
tor, the  Rev.  Terry  Woodard,  will  assist 
in  the  services  which  will  consist  of 
special  music  nightly.  He  and  the  church 
membership  invite  the  public  to  attend. 

Mr.  Jackson  Guest  Speaker 
At  Robert's  Grove  Church 

Mr.  Byron  Ray  Jackson  of  Jackson- 
ville, North  Carolina,  will  be  the  guest 
speaker  at  the  Robert's  Grove  Free  Will 
Baptist  Church,  Route  1,  Dunn,  North 
Carolina,  Sunday,  June  16,  at  the  eleven 
o'clock  worship  service. 

Mr.  Jackson  grew  up  in  the  church 
community,  the  son  of  Mrs.  Maude  Jack- 
son Outlaw  and  the  late  Mr.  Alton  B. 


Jackson.  He  is  presently  serving  as  vice- 
president  of  the  Bank  of  North  Carolina 
N.  A.  of  Jacksonville. 

The  church  membership  urges  every- 
one to  attend  this  service. 


Questions  &  Answers 

(continued  from  page  eleven) 

The  Lord  wants  us  who  profess  His 
name,  to  walk  uprightly  before  Him,  and 
to  let  our  light  shine  before  a  lost  world 
so  that  we  may  influence  them  to  turn 
to  Christ  and  from  their  sin.  We  are  in 
complete  disobedience  to  this  teaching 
when  we  sanction  the  teaching  of  evolu- 
tion as  a  fact  rather  than  as  a  theory 
which  I  have  heard  is  a  common  practice 
in  many  tax  supported  and  some  private- 
ly maintained  schools.  Wherever  this  is 
to  be  found  current  in  a  school  in  which 
Christian  children  are  attending  God 
would  have  us  to  withdraw  them  from 
such  schools.  The  quote  from  2  John 
9-11  condemns  any  of  us  that  are  Chris- 
tians and  tolerate  such  false  teachings. 

There  is  no  wonder  that  we  hear  so 
much  about  demon  possession  through 
the  news  media  of  today.  Satan  has  or 
is  on  his  way  to  gain  possession  of  the 
minds  and  hearts  of  professed  Christians 
through  our  tax  supported  schools  and 
other  institutions. 

Our  children  are  among  our  most  pre- 
cious possessions.  We  could  not  ren- 
der them  a  greater  disservice  than  to 
send  them  to  schools  where  falsehood 
prevails  and  where  they  are  exposed  to 
antichristian  teachings. 


Sunday  School  Lesson 

(continued  from  page  fourteen) 

running,-  he  had  entered  for  two  miles 
and  he  would  do  two  miles.  As  he  start- 
ed on  the  last  lap  the  bleachers  broke 
into  applause. 
I  thought  of  the  line  from  the  Apoc- 


alypse which  says,  "Be  thou  faithful 
unto  death,  and  I  will  give  thee  the 
crown  of  life,"  and  I  said  to  myself,  "The 
boy  had  lost  the  prize,  but  he  has  won 
the  race!"  If  we  will  put  that  spirit  into 
life,  nothing  can  defeat  us.  If  in  the 
great  race  of  life  we  will  stick  to  duty 
and  drive  on  with  the  same  fidelity  to 
the  last  lap  of  the  road  and  the  last 
tick  of  the  clock,  the  great  Judge  of  all 
awards  will  give  us  the  crown  ...  not 
because  we  won,  but  because  we  kept 
on.  .  .  .— Tarbell's  Teacher's  Guide. 


IN  AAEAAORIAAA 

(cuniinued  on  page  nine) 
his  community  that  can  never  be  filled. 
He  is  greatly  missed  by  his  family,  his 
church,  and  all  his  friends. 

He  left  to  mourn  their  loss  his  wife, 
Alnita  Morris  Jones,-  one  daughter,  Mrs. 
Otis  Gatlin;  two  grandchildren,-  his 
mother,  Mrs.  Charlie  Ann  Jones;  three 
brothers,-  and  one  sister. 

Funeral  services  were  held  at  Juniper 
Chapel  church  on  October  10,  by  his  pas- 
tor, the  Rev.  Paul  Clayton,  and  former 
pastors:  the  Rev.  Billy  Twiddy  and  the 
Rev.  Alvah  Watson,  pastor  of  Holly  Hill 
Pentecostal  Holiness  Church.  Burial  fol- 
lowed in  the  church  cemetery. 

We  thank  the  Lord  for  the  life  of  Mr. 
Albert  and  his  many  years  of  Christian 
service.  We  pray  God's  richest  blessings 
upon  each  member  of  his  family. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

Mrs.  Mabel  Rowe 

Auxiliary  Publicity  Chairman 


IN  THE  BLACKSMITH'S  SHOP 

If  all  Christians  had  the  spirit  of  Dr. 
Norman  McLeod  there  would  be  no 
trouble  about  spreading  the  gospel.  "He 
never  came  to  my  shop,"  said  the  black- 
smith, "without  talking  to  me  as  if  he 
had  been  a  blacksmith  all  his  life,-  but 
he  never  went  away  without  leaving 
Christ  in  my  heart."— King's  Business. 
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>  WHY  PAY  MORE? 

The  entire  New  Testament  on  cassettes.  (K/ng  James  Version.) 

Perfect  gift  for  pastors,  Sunday  school  teachers,  Bible  students,  senior  citizens,  and  the  blind. 

■■■■■■■MPflWPI 


Every  home  should  have  the 
Spoken  Word. 

Listen  to  scripture  come  to 
life  with  real  meaning.  The  beauty 
and  eloquence  of  the  King  James 
version  has  never  been  equaled. 
Every  home  in  America  should  have 
this  available  to  them.  And  with 
this  new  low  price,  the  King  James 
New  Testament  Cassettes  are  now 
available  for  everyone.  Every  home 
in  America  should  listen  to  God's 
word.  Perfect  for  the  non-church 
home.  Ideal  for  your  own  family 
devotions.  "Faith  cometh  by  hear- 
ing, and  hearing  by  the  Word  of 
Cod,"  (Romans  10:17). 


.    !}&.,    IS  J      £    JEiJE  1 

J    L       'i.-.  ~  


SCRIPTURE  SELECTION  IS  EASY 

An  excellent  Bible  study  tool 

Listen  to  correctly  pronounced 
names  and  places.  Spoken  clearly 
and  easily  understood.  See  how 
easy  it  can  be  to  memorize  God's 
word.  Listen  again  and  again.  Dis- 
cover new  understanding.  The  New 
Testament  on  cassettes  is  a  special 
teaching  device.  Here  is  a  tool  that 
can  make  home  Bible  studies  come 
alive  with  meaning.  Use  it  in  your 
personal  devotions  and  in  prayer 
meetings.  Rejoice  in  God's  prom- 
ises to  you.  Open  your  eyes  to  new 
truths. 


Truly  the  perfect  gift 

The  King  James  New  Testa- 
ment Cassettes  are  a  gift  that 
cannot  be  bettered.  You  can 
solve  all  your  needs  with  this 
special  gift  price.  Remember 
your  pastor,  the  church  library, 
the  missionary,  the  lonely 
bedfast  patient.  And  those  who 
can  no  longer  read.  What  a 
blessing  for  you  to  give  so  much 
to  someone  in  need.  And  at  a 
price  that  all  can  afford. 


Listen  to  God's  Word  anywhere 

Take  your  New  Testament  cas- 
settes with  you!  No  longer  do  you 
need  a  large  record  player  or  a 
cumbersome  tape  machine.  The 
King  James  New  Testament  Cas- 
settes fit  all  standard  cassette  play- 
ers. Listen  to  them  in  your  car,  your 
home,  on  the  bus,  train,  or  plane, 
in  a  boat  —  anywhere!  Stop  losing 
valuable  time.  Use  it  wisely!  "Hear 
what  God  the  Lord  will  speak," 
(Psalm  85:8). 


Quality  and  a  lifetime  warranty 

This  high  quality  production  is 
available  in  album  book  form.  The 
beautiful  cover  is  of  durable  high 
grade,  washable  vinyl.  Attractively 
created  to  fit  on  your  bookshelf  or 
on  your  coffee  table.  Engineered  to 
top  recording  standards.  Each  word 
is  clearly  and  easily  understood. 
Recorded  on  16  cassettes,  each 
cartridge  is  inserted  into  its  own 
special  non-fall-out  pocket.  Every 
cassette  is  distinctively  labeled  for 
easy  identification.  A  lifetime  war- 
ranty is  given  with  each  volume 
you  order.  Send  today  for  this 
outstanding  value. 


WARRANTY 

To  assure  you  of 
our  quality  produc- 
tion,  a  Lifetime 
Warranty  is  en- 
closed with  each 
King  James  New 
Testament  Cassette 
album. 


The  above  "New  Testament  on  Cassettes"  may  be  obtained  from  the  Ayden  Bible  and  Bookstore, 
811  North  Lee  Street,  Ayden,  North  Carolina  28513,  or  any  of  its  branch  stores  at  Smithfield,  New 

Bern,  or  Wilson,  North  Carolina. 
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WHAT  A  CHRISTIAN  IS 

A  Christian  is  no  different  from  anyone  else.  A  bold  statement?  Well, 
examine   the   lives   of   many  professing   Christians  and  see  for  yourself. 

Properly  defined,  of  course,  a  Christian  is  a  person  who,  having  recognized 
his  sinful  condition,  realizes  that  he  is  in  need  of  a  Saviour,  repents  of  his 
sins,  and  receives  Christ  into  his  heart  and  life  and  follows  the  precepts 
set  forth  by  Him.  And,  this  is  what  a  Christian  should  be;  but,  not  all  "Chris- 
tians" are  Christians.  This  leads  us  to  identify  a  bona  fide  Christian,  and 
we  would  like  for  you  to  consider  the  following,  if  you  will. 

1.  A  Christian  is  truthworthy.  He  is  dependable.  One  can  put  utmost 
confidence  in  him.  This  is  not  to  say  that  he  will  not  falter  at  times,  but  he 
will  (even  during  times  of  weakness)  prove  that  he  is  made  of  good  "stuff." 

2.  A  Christian  is  loyal.  He  is  loyal  to  Christ  first  of  all,  and  this  loyalty 
carries  over  in  respect  to  worthy  causes-especially  as  these  relate  to  Christian 
principles. 

3.  A  Christian  is  helpful.  He  is  a  good  Samaritan  and  will  go  out  of  his 
way  to  do  good  deeds  for  others,  wanting  no  reward  or  reciprocal  action. 
His  helping  comes  from  a  heart  attitude  and  sincere  desire,  not  superficial 
display  for  man's  applause. 

4.  A  Christian  is  friendly-to  all  people,  despite  their  backgrounds  or 
social  or  professional  affiliations.  While  he  may  differ  in  opinion  with  certain 
individuals,  he  nevertheless  will  project  a  congenial  spirit  toward  them. 

5.  A  Christian  is  courteous.  Politeness  is  a  must;  rudeness  is  definitely 
out.  How  one  speaks  to  another  and  how  he  reacts  to  unpleasantness  make 
others  stand  up  and  notice-favorably  or  unfavorably. 

6.  A  Christian  is  kind.  How  kind  one  is  determines,  to  a  great  extent,  how 
developed  he  is  toward  understanding,  notwithstanding  his  propensity  toward 
compassion.  Kindness  in  all  circumstances  reaps  proper  benefits.  One  can 
never  be  killed  with  kindness,  despite  the  old  saying. 

7.  A  Christian  is  obedient-obedient  to  all  the  godly  principles  set  forth  in 
the  Scriptures.  He  is  obedient  to  his  conscience  and  follows  the  dictates 
of  his  heart  as  they  relate  to  moral  ethics  and  Christian  service. 

8.  A  Christian  is  cheerful.     No  one  can  forever  wear  the  stereotyped 
smile   of   "and   they  lived  happily  ever  after";  but  for  the  most  part,  a 
Christian  can  project  good-naturedness,  despite  conflicts  or  trying  circum- 
stances.    A  "down -in -the -mouth"  person  surely  is  not  representative  of 
the  Lord. 

9.  A  Christian  is  thrifty-but  not  stingy.  He  will  not  be  extravagant;  yet, 
when  it  comes  to  church  giving  or  benevolent  contributions,  he  will  be  gener- 
ous by  virtue  of  his  calling  and  the  name  he  bears.  He  will  be  unselfish, 
putting  the  concerns  of  others  first;  still,  he  will  not  squander  money  for 
foolish  causes  and  try  to  impress  others  by  outspending  them  for  clothes  or 
whatever.  Pennies  saved  surely  make  dollars,  and  dollars  saved  for  the  Lord 
do  much  good  if  allocated  properly. 

10.  A  Christian  is  brave.  Fainthearted  individuals  seldom  do  well  in  battle, 
and  the  Christian  is  constantly  fighting  the  forces  of  Satan.  Certainly,  he 
is  not  to  be  foolhardy  in  action,  nor  is  he  to  take  careless  steps  toward  the 
achievement  of  any  goal;  nevertheless,  he  will  be  of  good  courage  and  stand 
"like  a  man"  against  the  wiles  of  the  devil. 

11.  A  Christian  is  clean.     From  childhood  up  we  have  been  taught  that 
cleanliness  is  next  to  godliness.     Our  bodies  are  the  temples  of  the  Holy 
Spirit,  and  we  are  urged  by  scriptural  injunctions  to  know  this  fact  and  to 
keep  the  temples  clean.    This  refers  not  only  to  the  outward,  but  also  (and 
more  importantly)  to  the  inward. 

12.  A  Christian  is  reverent.  He  gives  rightful  respect  and  allegiance  to 
his  Maker.  He  serves  his  Lord  willingly-and  well.  He  will  give  due  atten- 
tion to  the  Lord's  property,  to  His  work,  and  to  His  overall  mission.  In  all 
situations,  he  will  reflect  a  quiet  dignity  which  will  exemplify  the  Lord  whom 
he  claims. 

If  all  this  sounds  like  something  from  a  Scout  handbook,  you're  on  the  ball, 
dear  reader;  for  the  twelve  points  listed  are  characteristics  of  a  good  Boy 
Scout.  We  elaborated  upon  them  and  made  them  relative  to  good  Christian 
living.  We  would  not  suggest  that  every  Boy  Scout  is  a  Christian,  but  we 
would  say  without  apology  that  in  order  for  one  to  be  really  Christian,  he  must 
adhere  to  these  principles. 

As  we  said  earlier,  all  so-called  "Christians"  are  not  really  Christians- 
no  more  than  all  so-called  "doctors"  are  really  doctors.  Some  just  have  the 
title  affixed  to  their  names  without  practicing.  Our  advice:  Be  a  practicing 
Christian-live  the  life,  that  is-and  then  you  (and  the  world  at  large)  will  have 
no  trouble  knowing  what  a  Christian  is! 

Comment? 
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SUNDAY,  JUNE  23 

Scripture  Reading-Ezra  8:22 
Faith's  Victory 

George  Frederick  Handel,  the 
great  musician,  lost  his  health;  his 
right  side  was  paralzyed;  his  money 
was  gone;  and  his  creditors  seized 
and  threatened  to  imprison  him.  Han- 
del was  so  disheartened  by  his  tragic 
experiences  that  he  almost  despair- 
ed for  a  brief  time.  But  his  faith 
prevailed,  and  he  composed  his 
greatest  work,  "The  Hallelujah  Cho- 
rus," which  is  part  of  his  great 
"Messiah."  The  Apostle  John  wrote, 
"This  is  the  victory  that  overcometh 
the  world,  even  our  faith.  "-Selected. 

Prayer  Thought 

Faith  is  a  great  victory  and  with 
faith  in  our  God  we  can  do  many 
wondrous  deeds.  Faint  heart  never 
wondrous  deeds.  "Faint  heart  never 
won  fair  lady"  or  managed  to  achieve 
anything  else. 

MONDAY  JUNE  24 
-    Scripture   Reading-1  Corinthians 
11:1 

My  Teacher 

2|        A  Sunday  school  teacher, 
I  don't  know  his  name, 
y]  |       A  wonderful  preacher 
Lt  Who  never  found  fame. 

So  faithful,  so  earnest 
b  When  I  was  a  boy- 

11        He  stuck  to  his  task 
n  Tho'  I  tried  to  annoy. 

■i        He  never  was  missing, 
]H  j  In  cold  or  in  heat, 

■*        A  smile  his  face  lighted 
th  The  moment  we'd  meet. 

(  He  taught  by  example 
[51  As  well  as  by  word, 

This  splendid  old  teacher 
Who  honored  his  Lord. 
*         He  helped  my  young  life 
'2  More  than  ever  he  knew. 

Later  years  I  remembered 
And  tried  to  be  true. 

I  suppose  he  has  gone  now 

II* 

It 


To  join  heaven's  ranks. 
May  it  be  my  good  fortune 
Some  day  to  say  thanks. 
-Dr.  Will  Houghton. 

Prayer  Thought 

Often  we  feel  we  are  accomplish- 
ing very  little  with  our  daily  works 
of  love  for  God.  Sometimes  it 
is  years  before  we  see  any  signs 
of  any  appreciable  worth. 

TUESDAY,  JUNE  25 

Scripture  Reading-Hebrews  13:1 
The  Shortest  Way 

"Which  is  the  shortest  way  to 
London?"  was  the  question  for  the 
best  answer  to  which  a  London  news- 
paper offered  a  substantial  cash 
prize.  The  answer  which  won  the 
prize  was,  "The  shortest  way  to 
London  is  good  company."  All 
travelers  know  how  true  that  answer 
is.  Good  company  shortens  any 
journey,  however  long.  In  such 
company  time  flies,  miles  slip  rapid- 
ly past,  and  the  end  is  reached  al- 
most before  one  is  aware  of  it.  The 
journey  to  heaven  is  very  much  short  - 
ened,  the  road  made  easier,  when 
Jesus  Christ  is  our  traveling  com- 
panion. --H.  K.  Downie. 

Prayer  Thought 

We  use  fewer  muscles  smiling  than 
we  do  frowning.  Since  it  takes  less 
effort  why  not  smile  more  often? 
A  laugh  now  and  then  might  help  too. 

WEDNESDAY,  JUNE  26 

Scripture   Reading-2  Corinthians 

9:6,  7 

Parsimony  Begets  Poverty 
We  are  taught  that  getting  is  in 
order  to  giving,  and  consequently 
that  giving  is  the  real  road  to  get- 
ting. God  is  an  economist.  He 
entrusts  larger  gifts  to  those  who 
use  the  smaller  well.  Perhaps 
one  reason  of  our  poverty  is  that 
we  are  so  far  slaves  of  parsimony. 
The  future  may  reveal  that  God  has 
been  withholding  from  us  because 
we  have  been  withholding  from  Him. 
--Arthur  T.  Pierson. 

Prayer  Thought 
Are  we  using  our  God -given  gifts 
well?     If  not,  perhaps  that  is  the 
reason  we  are  not  receiving  the  full 
benefits  of  God  in  our  lives. 

THURSDAY,  JUNE  27 

Scripture  Reading-Romans  12:6 
Different  Kinds  of  Givers 

Some    witty    person  once  said: 
"There  are  three  kinds  of  giver s- 
the  flint,  the  sponge,  and  the  honey- 
comb." 

To  get  anything  out  of  the  flint 
you  must  hammer  it,  and  then  you 
can  get  only  chips  and  sparks. 


To  get  water  out  of  a  sponge 
you  must  squeeze  it,  and  the  more 
you  squeeze  the  more  you  will  get. 

But  the  honeycomb  just  overflows 
with  its  own  sweetness. -Florida Bap- 
tist Witness. 

Prayer  Thought 
Being  like  a  honeycomb  is  a  little 
like  smiling-  it  takes  less  effort 
and  accomplishes  more  pleasant  re- 
sults. If  we  were  to  calm  down  for 
awhile  and  just  let  whatever  goodness 
we  possess  show  through  we  might 
be  surprised. 

FRIDAY,  JUNE  28 

Scripture  Reading-Proverbs  15:33 
"Be  Clothed  with  Humility" 

Humility  will  save  you  from  self- 
consciousness.  It  will  take  away 
from  you  the  shadow  of  yourself  and 
the  constant  sense  of  your  own  im- 
portance. It  will  save  you  from  self- 
assertion  and  from  thrusting  your 
own  personality  upon  the  thoughts  and 
attention  of  others.  It  will  save 
you  from  the  desire  for  display, 
from  being  prominent,  from  occupy- 
ing the  center  of  the  stage,  from  be- 
ing the  object  of  observation  and 
attention,  and  having  the  eyes  of  the 
world  turned  upon  you. -Dr.  A.  B. 
Simpson. 

Prayer  Thought 
Shakespeare  said  that  all  the  world 
is   a      stage  but  even  so  it  gets 
tiresome  when  one  person  performs 
all  the  parts. 

SATURDAY,  JUNE  29 

Scripture  Reading-Psalm  147:6 
A  Secret  of  Charles  Dicken's 

Greatness 
It  is  said  of  Charles  Dickens  that 
people  who  met  him  for  the  first 
time  often  would  never  have  sus- 
pected that  he  was  the  most  dis- 
tinguished literary  man  of  his  time. 
He  never  spoke  of  himself.  He  al- 
ways took  a  most  modest  interest 
in  the  affairs  of  others,  and  they 
learned  with  surprise  that  the  man 
who  had  just  been  talking  with  them 
so  simply  and  showing  such  an  in- 
terest in  their  affairs  was  the  liter- 
ary star  of  his  time. -Dr.  A.  B. 
Simpson. 

Prayer  Thought 

It  is  unnecessary  to  "show  off" 
our  intellect  or  anything  else.  If 
we  have  any  worth  it  will  come  to 
light  without  any  fanfare. 

(Devotions  used  by  permission, 
Knight's  Master  Book  of  New  Il- 
lustrations, Eerdmans  Press.) 


It  is  not  ability  that  God  wants, 
but  usability. 
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b THE  CHURCH 


by  the  Rev.  Ray  Wells 
Selma,  North  Carolina 


IN  a  century  which  history  has 
packed  with  "firsts,"  we  must 
make  room  for  one  more  radical 
phenomenon,  whose  result  is  as  yet 
unpredictable,  whose  climax  is  not 
even  in  sight,  and  which  concerns, 
of  all  people,  Grandma  and  Grandpa; 
namely,  the  much  longer  life  span 
of  mankind. 

Of  our  United  States  population, 
eight  and  one -half  percent  are  now 
over  65;  in  1900  only  four  percent 
were  over  65.  A  thousand  people 
a  day  join  the  ranks  of  this  aging 
population,  increasing  both  the 
number  and  percentage  in  relation  to 
the  overall  population  at  a  fantastic 
rate. 1 

Released  from  many  personal 
obligations,  our  newly  retired  person 
may  sink  into  the  doldrums  of  a 
material  security  or,  from  the 
vantage  point  of  independence,  he  may 
participate  in  or  start  some  new  and 
exciting  activity.  In  one  more  gen- 
eration, perhaps  in  another  decade, 
we  may  see  with  some  assurance 
what  the  new  pattern  of  aging  is  to 
be.  For  the  present  we  are  in  a 
period  of  transition,  and  our  older 
generation  presents  a  mixed  picture. 

One  thing  that  every  minister,  Sun- 
day school  teacher,  and  church  mem- 
ber must  remember  is  that  the  older 
segment  of  our  population  is  not  made 
up  of  categories,  but  of  individuals, 
each  a  person  in  his  own  right.  We 
cannot  subdivide  them  by  chrono- 
logical age,  yet  we  do  need  an  over- 
all picture  of  our  older  people  and 
of  the  church's  relation  to  them; 
perhaps  we  can  do  so  in  terms 
of  their  relative  dependence  and  in- 
dependence. 

It  is  not  enough  to  keep  an  older 
person  alive,  even  pleasantly  alive. 
We  must  use  our  influence  to  make 
sure  that  society  does  not  build  walls 
to  obstruct  his  efforts  to  achieve 
the  fullness  of  life  to  which  he  is 
entitled.  More  important  for  the 
older  person  is  that  we  make  it 
possible  for  him  to  do  for  himself 
and  others.  Some  of  the  things 
the  church  can  do  are  as  follows: 

1.    Guidance    in    Spiritual  Life: 
As  people  grow  older  they  often 
take  a  deeper  interest  in  the  mean- 
ing of  religion,  and  it  is  the  province 


of  the  priest,  rabbi,  and  pastor  to 
guide  these  people  in  finding  the 
full  spiritual  meaning  of  life.  The 
most  important  thing  in  this  aspect 
is  for  the  older  person  to  feel  the 
sense  of  being  welcomed  into  the 
full  fellowship  of  a  friendly  church. 
All  this  serves  to  give  courage  and 
inspiration. 

2.  Guidance  in  Adult  Education: 
Basic  to  the  continuing  growth  of 
many  older  people  is  continuing  edu- 
cation and  this  is  an  area  where  the 
church  and  community  may  well 
share  the  responsibility.  A  church 
counselor  could  introduce  a  series 
of  hobby  classes,  cultural  classes, 
or  refresher  courses  in  Bible  and 
Sunday  school  teaching.  These  would 
serve  as  ways  to  make  the  older 
person  feel  like  a  part  of  the  church. 

3.  Making  Social  Life  Possible: 
It  is  important  that  older  people  be 
encouraged  to  rejoin  the  "human 
race"  or  maintain  their  standing 
with  it  socially. 2 

Many  older  people  who  are  church 
members  will  remind  us  that  the 
church  is,  itself,  devoted  to  serving 
mankind,  and  will  say  that  they  can 
be  most  useful  as  they  work  through 
the  church. 

The  Rev.  Francis  House,  head  of 
the  Division  of  Ecumenical  Action  of 
the  World  Council  of  Churches,  has 
suggested  that  there  are  many  pas- 
toral functions  of  the  church  which 
the  older  members  of  the  congrega- 
tion might  undertake,  both  among 
church  members  and  in  the  com- 
munity as  a  whole.  Even  shut-ins 
and  bedridden  persons  could  be  given 
a  constructive  role  and  a  sense  of 
usefulness  through  being  enrolled  as 
a  "prayer  partner"  on  behalf  of  the 
church. 3 

Religion  can  serve  to  remind  the 
old  people  constantly  that  whatever 
their  background,  their  education, 
financial  resources,  or  health,  they 
can  still  demonstrate  that  giving 
of  themselves  is  even  more  blessed 
than  receiving.  I  believe  the  church 
should  emphasize  the  worth  of  every 
child  of  God  be  he  young  or  old. 
For  the  older  person,  this  will  mean 
retaining  his  own  self-respect  and 
refusing  to  let  rebuffs  or  slights  or 
even  human  injustice  pull  him  down. 
For  the  gifted  it  will  mean  main- 
taining this  same  respect  for  the 
apparently  less  fortunate  members 
of  his  own  age  groups,  helping  them 
in  turn  to  maintain  their  own  self- 


respect  and  spirit  of  service  toward 
others  in  the  community.4 

The  60 -plus  group,  probably  more 
than  any  other  group  in  the  church, 
are  being  called  upon  today  to  do 
some  pioneer  thinking  for  themselves 
and  for  future  generations  of  older 
people.  It  is  appropriate  that  their 
problems  be  recognized  by  the  edu- 
cational program  planners  of  the 
church.  I  think  there  are  three  areas 
to  focus  on  in  the  area  of  education 
for  older  people:  (a)  Education 
for  older  people,  (b)  education  byi 
older  people,  and  (c)  education  about 
older  people. 

I.  EDUCATION  FOR  OLDER  PEO- 
PLE 

A.  One's  first  thought  in  speak- 
ing of  education  of  older  people  is< 
the  adult  Sunday  school  class.  At: 
best  such  a  class  can  be  a  source 
of  strength  and  inspiration.  It  is 
often  an  institution  of  long  stand- 
ing with  effective  leadership  and; 
curriculum,  welcoming  all  matures 
persons  to  its  fellowship. 

B.  A  few  older  people  ( church : 
members)  may  be  religiously  alert, 
who  all  their  adult  lives  have  had  J 
a  special  interest  if  not  experience:; 
in  one  or  several  of  the  various: 
aspects  of  religion;  such  as,  Bible: 
study  and  history.  These  older  peo-j 
pie    could    devote    more    time  to 
biblical    study,    and    in  so  doing, 
enrich  themselves  and  feel  a  closer 
relationship  with  the  church. 

C.  Religious  education  for  any] 
age  group  is  not  confined  to  the: 
Sunday  school  class,  and  this  is: 
especially  true  for  older  people. 
The  sermon  and  the  worship  ser-j 
vice  can  be  places  where  older 
people  could  be  used. 

II.  EDUCATION  BY  OLDER  PEO- 
PLE 

A.  There  has  been  increasing 
stress  during  the  past  few  decades; 
on  the  young,  professionally- train  1 
ed  church  school  teacher.  Religiorl 
has,  however,  an  emotional  as  well) 
as  an  intellectual  content.  Some! 
say  it  is  better  caught  than  taught. 
An  older  and  a  younger  person  has 
special  attributes  to  use.  Older 
people,  however,  have  one  asset  that 
gives  them  a  great  advantage- -that 
is  time.  Good  Sunday  school  teach- 
ing is  time  consuming,  if  a  teacher 
is  to  make  the  most  of  it.  The 
older  person  can  frequently  schedule 
more  time  for  lesson  preparatior 
and  also  bring  about  a  more  persona] 
relationship  with  the  families  of  the 
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"fiildren  in  the  class  through  planned 
sits  in  their  homes. 
This  does  not  imply  that  every  per - 
>n  over  sixty  is  church  school  ma- 
rial.  Older  teachers  should  be 
greened  to  the  same  high  standards 
those  for  any  age  group.  I  am 
ist  suggesting  that  the  over  -  60  group 
a  good  starting  place. 

B.  Another  aspect  of  using  older 
;ople  is  to    use  them  for  specific 

>j  jties  not  related  to  a  particular 
'llass.  They  may  visit  the  homes 
pupils  who  are  sick,  they  may  dis- 
jss  the  Sunday  school  lesson, 
id  they  may  remind  them  of  coming 
vents  at  the  church. 

C.  Finally,  older  people  may  per - 
>rm  a  valid  teaching  function  in  the 
tiurch  by  their  own  example  and 
ay-by-day  living.  By  practicing 
le  ethics  and  virtues  which  their 
nth  advocates,  older  people  may  be - 
ome,  to  all  who  know  them,  living 
ymbols  of  what  religion  can  mean 
3  a  human  life,  and  this  is  in 
eality  the  last  word  in  religious 
ducation. 

[I.  RELIGIOUS  EDUCATION 
kBOUT  OLDER  PEOPLE 

A.  The  church  can  emphasize 
irough  its  whole  teaching  program 
hat  God  made  people  of  all  ages 

jo  dwell  on  this  earth  together  and  we 
ave  no  right  to  condemn  each  other 
cause  of  age.     Instead  we  must 
nd  ways  of  all  working  together 
o  do  God's  will  in  this  His  world. 

B.  The  church  at  all  levels  needs 
o  know  a  great  deal  more  about 
jerontology.  Church  leaders  need  to 
tudy  the  subject  objectively  as  a 
science  and  the  church  needs  to  apply 
vhat  it  learns  to  its  own  older  peo- 
)le. 

C.  The  church  needs  to  teach  its 
children  and  young  people  to 
ecognize  and  appreciate  the  special 
esources  and  attributes  of  age.  At 
he  same  time,  it  can  constantly 
remind  older  people  that  there  are 
many  ways  in  which  they  can  help 
younger  men  and  women  to  achieve 
a  rich  and  rewarding  maturity.  The 
first  demand  upon  them  is  to  be  fully 
worthy  of  the  respect  and  considera- 
tion they  demand  of  youth.5 

For  the  satisfactory  acceptance  of 
aging  and  adjustment  to  its  patterns 
of  life,  the  most  important  question 
of  all  is  this:  How  does  the  older 
person  think  about  himself  and  what 
does  he  himself  demand  of  his  latter 
lyears? 

{  The  worth  of  a  man  in  his  own  eyes 
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and  in  the  sight  of  God  is  a  question 
to  which  religion  has  the  first  right 
and  duty  to  speak.  This  is  the 
church's  own  responsibility  which 
it  will  not  delegate  .  It  is  a  re- 
sponsibility for  the  church,  as  a 
while,  and  for  each  pastor  in  parti- 
cular. 

Every  pastor  is  aware  of  the  de- 
mands for  specific  types  of  counsel- 
ing which  come  from  the  older  mem- 
bers of  his  parish.  The  church  which 
makes  full  religious  experience  pos- 
sible for  its  elders  will  reap  a  rich 
spiritual  reward  through  every  phase 
of  its  life,  because  they  have  a  great 
deal  to  contribute. 

In  the  consideration  of  counseling 
and  group  therapy,  we  have  left  to 
the  last  the  very  important  question 
of  worship-especially  the  sermon. 

In  speaking  of  the  sermon,  we  in- 
clude sermon  broadcasts  and  re- 
ports of  sermons  which  appear  in  the 
morning  papers.  These  may  be  less 
than  the  minister's  ideal  for  worship 
and  counsel,  but  they  do  reach  thou- 
sands who  are  as  yet  too  timid  to 
come  closer  and  they  should  not  be 
scorned.  Both  broadcasts  and  news- 
papers are  especially  important  in 
reaching  older  people  who  may  have 
lacked  transportation  to  bring  them  to 
service  and  were  unable  to  walk. 

In  the  family  of  the  church  where 
we  "share  our  mutual  woes  and  mu- 
tual burdens  bear,"  the  idea  of  the 
worth  of  each  individual  in  the  sight 
of  God  should  be  more  than  pious 
platitude.  If  we  cannot  or  do  not 
demonstrate  the  reality  of  this  basic 
idea  in  the  fellowship  of  the  local 
church  where  is  it  to  be  demon- 
strated? 

An  attitude  of  love,  understanding, 
and  acceptance  must  be  reflected  in 
the  minister's  sermon  and  in  the 
attitude  of  the  congregation.  The 
present  concern  about  aging  offers 
the  church  one  more  opportunity  to 
stand  in  the  community  as  a  witness 
to  one  basic  tenet  of  both  Christianity 
and  democracy;  that  is,  the  essential 
worth  of  every  individual  as  a  person.6 

Many  local  churches  have  eased 
their  consciences  about  the  whole 
matter  by  setting  up  social  clubs 
where  old  people  of  the  com- 
munity can  meet  once  a  week  to  do 
some  craft  work,  sing  old-time  song 
eat  snacks,  have  a  birthday  cake, 
and  folk  dance.  In  a  few  inspired 
instances,  such  local  centers,  under 
devoted  personnel,  have  been  able  to 
develop    valuable  and  constructive 


programs  often  by  teaming  up  with 
available  community  funds  and  facili  - 
ties. 

It  is,  however,  at  a  deeper  level 
that  the  church's  unique  contribution 
lies.  The  church  will  not  be  content 
to  see  that  older  persons  are  housed 
and  entertained,  or  even  that 
acceptables  are  worked  out  to  provide 
them  with  therapy  and  income  from 
jobs. 

It  is  necessary  and  urgent  for  the 
pastors  and  members  of  the  con- 
gregation to  accept  the  older  mem- 
bers of  the  congregation  as  whole 
persons  with  their  own  special  and 
significant  contribution  to  make  to  the 
ongoing  pattern  of  life.  The  church 
must  help  older  people  and  especially 
new  retirees  and  preretirees  to  think 
of  themselves  in  these  terms.  It 
must  tell  them  by  word  and  action 
that  there  are  no  second-class  citi- 
zens in  God's  kingdom.  Programs 
which  the  churches  provide,  per- 
sonnel whom  they  train  for  work  with 
the  aging  in  either  the  church  or 
community,  must  demonstrate  this 
conviction.  It  is  highly  appropriate 
for  the  church  to  give  much  thought 
to  helping  people  live  their  increas- 
ing life  spans  to  the  fullest,  using 
all  the  capacities  and  talents  with 
which  the  Lord  continues  to  bless 
them. 

In  doing  this,  the  church  will  in 
turn  find  itself  richly  blessed  and 
discover  new  and  potent  resources 
for  its  ongoing  ministry  and  spiritual 
renewal. 


Footnotes 


1-  Elsie  T.  Culver.  "New  Church  Programs  with  the 
Aging"  (Association  Press.  New  York.  New  York, 
1961)  p.  3 

2  Ibid.,  p  14 

3  Ibid  .  p  19 

4.  Margaret  Prakes,  "Older  People  Confront  the 
Church."   Christian  Century  (Feb.  6.  1955). 

5  "Churches  and  the  Aging."  special  edition  of  Social 
Action  United  Church  of  Christ  (I960). 

6.    Culver,  p  92. 
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WOMAN'S  AUXILIARY 
CONVENTION  OF  THE  GENERAL 
CONFERENCE 

The  tenth  session  of, the  Woman's 
Auxiliary  Convention  of  the  General 
Conference  of  Free  Will  Baptists 
will  convene  with  the  Hearon  Cir- 
cle Free  Will  Baptist  Church,  Spar- 
tanburg, South  Carolina,  Monday  and 
Tuesday,  June  24,  25,  1974.  The 
convention  theme  will  be  "Dwelling 
Together  in  Unity"  (Psalm  133:1). 
Mrs.  Norman  Ard,  president,  will 
preside.  Mrs.  Doris  Bullman  will 
serve  as  song  leader,  with  Mrs. 
Charlotte  Griffin  as  organist  and 
Miss  Maria  Ard  as  pianist.  The 
program  is  as  follows: 

Monday  Evening,  June  24 
7 : 00-Registration 

7:30-Our  "Youth  Unites"  (Psalm 
71:5),  Bible  Bowl  Quiz  Run- 
offs 

Tuesday  Morning,  June  25 

9:30-Registration 
10:00-Hymn 

-Devotions  and  Prayer, 

Dola   Dudley,  Garner, 

Carolina 
-Welcome,  Host  Church 
-Opening  of  Convention 

R.  H.  Jackson,  Benson,  North 

Carolina 
-Special   Music,  Host  Church 
-Recognition  of  Officers,  Dele- 
gates, and  Ministers 
-President's    Remarks,  Mrs. 

Norman  Ard,  Pink  Hill,  North 

Carolina 
-Business  Session 
-Hymn 

-Special  Music,  Host  Church 
-Message 

-Appointment  of  Committees 

-Lunch 

Tuesday  Afternoon  Session 

1:30-Hymn  and  Prayer 

-Special   Music,  Host  Church 
-Final  Business  Session 
-Report  of  Committees 
-Installation     Service,  Mrs. 

Charlotte   Griffin,  Durham, 

North  Carolina 


Mrs. 
North 


Mrs. 


BOOKSTORES  CLOSED 

The  Ayden  Bible  and  Bookstore 
located  in  the  Press  Foundation 
building  at  811  North  Lee  Street, 
Ayden,  along  with  the  branch  Bible 
and  Bookstores  at  Smithfield,  New 
Bern,  and  Wilson,  will  be  closed 
Thursday  and  Friday,  June  27  and 28, 
for  inventory.  They  will  open  again 
Saturday,  June  29,  at  the  usual  hour. 

The  printing  department  located 
in  the  Press  Foundation  building  will 
be  open  these  days  as  usual. 

The  Ayden  Bible  and  Bookstore  and 
the  printing  departnent  at  811  North 
Lee  Street,  Ayden,  along  with  the 
branch  Bible  and  Bookstores  at 
Smithfield,  New  Bern,  and  Wilson, 
will  be  closed  Thursday,  July  4, 
in  observance  of  Independence 
Day.  They  will  all  be  opened  for 
business  Friday,  July  5,  at  the  usual 
hour. 


Churches  and  Ministers 
Available 

(Note:  This  column  is  provided,  whei 
needed,  for  any  church  that  is  seeking 
pastor  and  for  any  minister  who  is  seekinj 
a  church  to  serve  and  would  like  to  givi 
such  notice.  Please  send  the  necessary  in 
formation  to  the  editor  of  "The  Free  Wil 
Baptist."  Each  notice  will  run  for  two  is 
sues  only.) 


The  Rose  of  Sharon  Free  Will  Bap 
tist  Church  (near  Bear  Grass),  Wil 
liamston,  North  Carolina,  is  in  neec 
of  a  pastor  for  second  and  fourth 
Sundays.  Any  minister  interested  in 
serving  this  church  is  asked  tol 
contact  Mr.  Marvin  S.  Cowan,  Route 
1,  Robersonville,  North  Carolina 
27871,  or  telephone  792-4708. 

The  Moseley's  Creek  Free  Willi 
Baptist    Church,    Route  1,  Dover,! 
North  Carolina,   is  in  need  of  a 
pastor  beginning  July  1.  Any  minis- [ 
ter  interested  in  serving  this  church 
full  time  please  contact  Mr.  War- 
ren Richardson,  Route  1,  Box  404, 
Dover,      North     Carolina  28526;: 
telephone  523-9929. 


"HACKING  AT  BRANCHES  OF  SIN" 

"There  are  an  hundred  men  hacking 
at  the  branches  of  evil,  to  one  who  is 
striking  at  the  root."— Thoreau. 


It  was  Anthony's  first  ride  on  a  rail- 
road. The  train  rounded  a  slight  bend; 
and  plunged  into  a  tunnel.  There  were: 
gasps  of  surprise  from  the  corner  where 
Anthony  was  sitting.  Suddenly  the  train! 
rushed  into  broad  daylight  again,  and  aj 
voice  was  lifted  in  wonder. 
'It's  tomorrow!"  exclaimed  the  small! 


smai 


boy. 


Is  it  not  foolish  to  try  to  push 
God  out  of  our  lives  when  He  is  the 
One  who  created  us? 


THEY  CALL  ME  COACH 

John  Wooden  as  told  to  Jack  Tobin 


"No  coach  should  be  trusted  with  the  tremendous  responsibility  of  working  with  young  men 
under  the  great  mental,  emotional,  and  physical  conditions  to  which  they  are  subjected 
unless  he  is  spiritually  strong.  If  he  does  possess  this  inner  strength,  it  is  only  because  he 
has  faith  in  God  and  truly  loves  his  fellow  man." 
The  fascinating  first-person  story  of  UCLA's  distinguished  basketball  coach. 
"What  Rockne  was  to  football,  Connie  Mack  to  baseball,  and  Wilbur  and  Orville  Wright  t( 
flying  John  Wooden  is  to  basketball.  This  book  captures  the  full  flavor  of  the  man,  ■ 
philosophies  that  work  in  life  and  philosophies  that  work  on  the  court.  I  commend  itjj 
people  who  want  to  succeed  at  either  -  or  both."  —  Jim  Murray,  LOS  ANGELES  TIMt. 
"The  finest  inside  story  of  a  championship  sports  personality  since  Vince  Lombardi's  'Rui 
to  Daylight '  Perhaps  better  than  'Daylight.'  This  is  grass  roots  Americana,  a  story  bigge 
than  basketball.  One  of  those  rare  books  that  is  must  reading  for  everyone. 

—  David  Condon,  CHICAGO  TRIBUNE  Columnis 
THEY  CALL  ME  COACH  traces  the  career  of  college  basketball's  most  successful  coach  fror 
the  dirt  court  of  a  small  Indiana  grammar  school  through  his  own  accomplishments  as  ai 
AIIAmencan  guard  to  the  championship  teams  that  have  rocked  the  sports  woric 


THE  FREE  WILL  BAPTIS' 


-  lbermarle  Union,  League, 

-  jid  Sunday  School  Convention 

The  Union  Meeting,  League  Con- 
llfention,    and    Sunday  School  Con- 
a  sntion  of  the  Albermarle  Conference 
tl  ill  convene  with  Piney  Grove  Free 
rill  Baptist  Church,  Route  1,  Roper, 
t(  orth  Carolina,  Saturday  and  Sunday, 
i  me   29   and  30.     The  scheduled 
rograms  are  as  follows: 
Union  Meeting,  June  29 
Morning  Session  Only 
D:00-Devotions,   the  Rev.   W.  L. 

Brickhouse 
0:10- Welcome,  Mr.  Gordon Chesson 
-Response,  the  Rev.  Robert  May 
0:15-Moderator's  Address,  the  Rev. 
Charlie  Overton 
-Roll  Call  of  Ministers 
-Recognition  of  Visiting  Minis- 
ters 

-Roll  Call  of  Churches 
0:45-Offering   for  Denominational 
Enterprises 
-Announcements 
1:05-Business  Session: 

Report  of  Children's  Home, 
via  Literature 

Report  of  Mount  Olive  College, 
via  Literature 

Report  of  Missions,  via 
Literature 

~~-?t  of  Press  Foundation, 
via  Literature 

Report  of  Cragmont  Assembly, 
via  Literature 
1:20-Reading  of  Minutes  of  Last 
Union  for  Information 
-Report  of  Treasurer 
-Other  Business 
-Announcements  of  Next  Union 
1:30-Minutes   Read  and  Approved 
l:35-Morning  Worship: 
Hymn 

Special  Music,  Host  Church 
Message,  the  Rev.  Willie  Stil- 
ley 

Benediction  and  Adjournment 
L2:30-Lunch 

League  Convention,  June  29 
Evening  Session 
7:30-Devotions,   Mr.   Ray  Collier 
7:40-President's     Message,  Mr. 
Loyd  Jones  Sr. 
-Appointment  of  Digest  Com- 
mittee 
-Offering 

-Roll  Call  of  Leagues 
-Sword  Drill 


-Hymn 

-Recognition  of  Ministers 
-Announcements 
-Special   Music,  Host  League 
-League  Program 
-Business  Period 
-Report  of  Digest  Committee 
-Awarding  of  Banners  and  Pic- 
ture 

-Treasurer's  Report 
9 : 00- Adjournment 

Mr.  Greg  Oliver  will  serve  as 
pianist. 

Sunday  School  Convention,  June  30 
Morning  Session  Only 

9:46-Devotions,   the  Rev.  Johnnie 
Sexton 

9:55-Welcome,  Mr.  Seaton  Patrick, 
Host  Superintendent 
-Response,  Mr.  Oscar  Webster 
10:00-President's  Message,  Mr.  Ir- 

vin  Foreman 
10:05-Sunday    School   Lesson,  Mr. 

Isaac  Furlough 
10:30-Enrollment  of  Ministers 

-Recognition  of  Visiting  Minis- 
ters 

-Roll    Call    of  Churches  and 
Delegates 

-Bringing    Reports    and  Re- 
ceiving Blanks 

-Announcements 

-Offering  for  Children's  Home 

-Offertory  Prayer 
10:55-Business  Session: 

Minutes   of   Last  Convention 
Read  for  Information 
Treasurer's  Report 
New  Business 

Reports    of    Literature  and 
Denominational  Enterprises 
Minutes   Read  and  Approved 
1 1 : 55-Morning  Worship: 

Special  Music,  Host  Sunday 
School 

Message,  the  Rev.  Earl  Min- 
chew 

10:30-Benediction  and  Adjournment 
-Lunch 


Annual  Ministers'  Conference 
Cragmont  Assembly 

The  twenty -eighth  annual  Minis- 
ters' Conference  is  in  progress  this 
week  at  Cragmont  Assembly,  Inc., 
Black  Mountain.  The  conference 
theme  is  "To  Preach  the  Gospel," 
with    Scripture  taken  from  Matthew 


28: 19.    The  following  is  the  seched- 
uled  program: 

Monday  Evening,  June  17 
5:30-Evening  Meal 
7:30-Song  Service,  J.  B.  Starnes, 
Director 

7:40-Conference  Called  into  Ses- 
sion,   Gene   Britt,  Secretary 

7:45-President's  Remarks,  David 
C.  Hansley 

8:00-Special  Music 

8:15-Opening  Message,  Lloyd  Gore 

8:55-Hymn 

9:00-Recess  for  the  Evening 

Tuesday  Morning,  June  18 

7:30-Breakfast 

-Devotions,  Al  Markuson 
9:00-Song  Service  and  Special  Music 
9:15-Message,  Willie  Stilley 
10:00-Break  Time 
10:30-Song  Service 
10: 40- Announcements 
10:45-Message,    Carol   B.  Hansley 
ll:30-Recess  for  Lunch 

-Lunch  (Afternoon  Free) 
Tuesday  Evening,  June  18 
6:00-Evening  Meal 
7:30-Song  Service 
7:45-Message,  R.  C.  Cherry 
8: 15-Business  Session 
9:00-Recess  for  the  Evening 

Wednesday  Morning,  June  19 
7:30-Breakfast 

-Devotions,  Marvin  Waters 
9:00-Song  Service  and  Special  Music 
9:15-Message,  Raymond  Jones 
10:00-Break  Time 
10:30-Song  Service 
10: 40- Announcements 
10:45-Message,  Walter  Reynolds 
ll:30-Recess  for  Lunch 
12:00-Lunch  (Afternoon  Free) 

Wednesday  Evening,  June  19 
6:00-Evening  Meal 
7:30-Song  Service 
7:40-Old  Associational  Film,  Ralph 
Sumner 

8:00-"Remember  the  Old  Days," 
R.  H.  Jackson 

8:20-Presentation  of  Certificates 
to  Ministers,  David  C.  Hans- 
ley 

8:30-Communion    Service,  Lloyd 
Vernon,  Director 
Thursday  Morning,  June  20 
7:30-Breakfast 

-Closing  Devotions,  Eddie  Ed- 
wards 

8:00-Closing   Remarks,  President 
Alternative  speakers:     David  W. 
Hansley  and  Frank  Ray  Harrison. 

Western  First  Union  at 
Holly  Spring  Church 

The  First  Union  Meeting  of  the 
Western  Conference  will  convene 
with  Holly  Springs  Free  Will  Bap- 
tist Church,  Kenly,  Saturday,  June 
29.  The  moderator,  the  Rev.  James 
V.  Joyner,  will  preside,  assisted 
(continued  on  page  fourteen) 
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College  Invites  Laymen 
to  Discuss 
Educational  Needs 

Mount  Olive  College  has  sched- 
uled a  meeting  for  laymen  on  June 
25,  1974,  8  p.  m.,  to  discuss  the 
educational  needs  of  laymen  and 
how  the  College  can  best  help  meet 
those  needs.  Sunday  school  super- 
intendents, clerks,  treasurers, auxi- 
liary presidents,  and  other  interest- 
ed laymen  are  invited  to  the  meet- 
ing. 

A  similar  meeting  was  held  April 
25 ,  1974,  with  representatives  of  con  - 
ference  ordaining  boards  and  other 
ministers  to  discuss  the  educational 
needs  of  ministers  and  how  Mount 
Olive  College  can  best  help  meet 
those  needs. 

Frank  R.  Harrison,  director  of 
church  relations,  states:  "For  some 
time  Mount  Olive  College  has  been 
seeking  to  improve  its  services  in 
church  relations  to  the  Free  Will 
Baptist  Church.  Mount  Olive  College 
feels  a  keen  sense  of  responsibility 
to  its  sponsoring  church  in  seeking 
to  meet  the  continuing  educational 
needs  of  our  people  and  church." 

A  LETTER  OF  APPRECIATION  TO 
THE   WOMAN'S   AUXILIARIES  OF 
NORTH  CAROLINA 

On  behalf  of  our  students  and  per- 
sonnel, I  want  to  express  to  all  Free 
Will  Baptist  auxiliaries  of  the  state 
our  sincere  appreciation  for  your 
pledge  in  the  amount  of  $5,000  to 
help  provide  carpet  for  our 
new  chapel.  The  chapel  is  almost 
complete  now  and  during  June  the 
carpet  should  be  installed. 

We  have  long  needed  this  chapel 
and  because  of  the  prayers  and 
support  of  many  Christian  people  it 
is  now  about  to  be  a  reality.  We 
ask  for  your  continued  prayers  that 
this  building  may  be  used,  not  simply 
to  beautify  our  campus,  but  to  en- 
rich the  spiritual  lives  of  our  students 
and  personnel. 

Each  woman's  auxiliary  is  asked 
to  send  $20  on  the  above  project. 


Contributions  should  be  earmarked 
and  mailed  to  the  state  treasurer, 
Mrs.  Raymond  Sasser,  517Westover 
Avenue,     Wilson,     North  Carolina 

27893. 

Sincerely  yours, 

W.  Burkette  Raper,  President 

Mount  Olive  CoUege 


IMPORTANT  MEETING  ON 
JUNE  22 

Every  Free  Will  Baptist  church 
should  be  represented  at  a  meeting 
of  unusual  importance  at  Mount  Olive 
College  on  Saturday,  June  22,  at  10 
a.  m.,  in  the  Henderson  Building. 

The  main  purposes  of  this  meet- 
ing will  be: 

1.  To  form  a  permanent  Church - 
College  Advancement  Council  which 
will  provide  representation  from 
each  Free  Will  Baptist  church  in 
North  Carolina.  The  council  will 
meet  at  least  annually  and  the  mem- 
bers will  serve  as  standing  rep- 
resentatives of  the  College  in  their 
churches. 

2.  To  seek  recommendations  re- 
garding the  College's  "Twenty -Fifth 
Anniversary  Program."  The  cam- 
paign will  begin  July  1  and  conclude 
December  31,  1976.  The  College 
was  chartered  in  1951  and  will  be 
twenty- five  years  old  in  1976. 

3.  To  get  high  school  students 
from  each  church  to  the  College  for 
a  visit.  The  students  who  attend 
the  meeting  will  be  given  a  tour  of 
the  campus  by  Mount  Olive  students 
and  admissions  personnel.  Each 
church  representative  is  encouraged 
to  bring  local  students  interested 
in  Mount  Olive  College. 

The  meeting  will  conclude  with 
lunch  at  1  p.  m.  at  Eagles  Nest. 
Every  Free  Will  Baptist  church  is 
urged  to  have  at  least  one  represent- 
ative present  for  this  important 
meeting. 


Bowen  Resign 
Wilson  Churc 

The  Rev.  C.  F.  Bowen  resignej 
the  pastorate  of  First  Free  Wil 
Baptist  Church  of  Wilson,  Nortj 
Carolina,  Sunday  morning,  June  9 
His  resignation  will  become  effectiv 
September  8. 

Mr.  Bowen  came  to  the  Wilsoil 
church  in  December,  1962,  and  wil' 
complete  a  term  of  almost  twelvi; 
years.  During  these  years  the  churclj 
received  565  members,  an  averag< 
of  47  for  each  of  the  twelve  years 
Total  income  for  the  church  wil 
amount  to  $571,006.09  when  thii 
year's  budget  is  completed,  an  an 
nual  average  of  $47,583.84.  Th< 
present  budget  is  $74,824.  Gift! 
to  denominational  enterprises  this 
year  amount  to  approximately 
$12,000. 

Mr.  Bowen  is  entering  into  semi 
retirement  but  will  be  available  fo 
pulpit  supply,  will  serve  as  inter  it 
pastor  of  churches  that  may  nee 
him,  and  will  be  available  for  part 
time  pastoral  work. 

His  other  plans  include  workinj 
part  time  with  the  state  missios 
board,  teaching  at  the  Daniel's  Chap 
el  Bible  Institute,  and  writing  forth? 
Free  Will  Baptist  Press. 

Mr.  Bowen  is  a  graduate  of  Camp: 
bell  College,  Wake  Forest  Univer 
sity,  and  George  Peabody  College 
for  Teachers  in  Nashville,  Tennes- 
see, where  he  received  his  Master I 
Degree  in  History  in  1957.  He  di« 
graduate  work  at  Vanderbilt  Unii 
versity  in  1946. 

Mr,  Bowen  has  served  as  pastoi 
of  churches  in  North  Carolina  ano 
Tennessee  since  his  ordination  ir 
1937.  He  is  a  past  moderator  o 
the  Western  Conference  and  a  pas 
president  of  the  North  Carolina  Statij 
Convention.  He  was  chosen  Ministei 
of  the  Year  in  North  Carolina  ii 
1973.  Presently  he  is  a  membei 
of  the  state  mission  board,  clerk  oi 
the  First  Union  Meeting  of  the  West 
ern  Conference,  and  serves  as  i 
member  of  the  ordaining  council  c 
the  conference. 

Expansion  of  the  local  church  undei 
his  ministry  includes  the  erection  o 
a  $160,000  educational  building,  com 
pleted  in  1971. 

Mr.  Bowen  will  be  happy  tocorre 
spond  with  any  pastor  or  churcl 
who  may  desire  his  services  foi 
pulpit  supply,  revivals,  or  part-tinn 
pastoral  service. 


If  absence  makes  the  heart  groif 
fonder,  how  some  people  must  lovi 
Sunday  school  and  church. 
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BIBLE 


QUESTIONS 

and 
ANSWERS 


Conducted  by  J.  P.  BARROW 
Route  1,  Box  475,  LaGrange,  North  Carolina  28551 


Question:  Please  explain,  "Then 
lifted  I  up  mine  eyes,  and  saw,  and 
behold  four  horns.  And  I  said  unto 
the  angel  that  talked  with  me,  What 
be  these?  And  he  answered  me, 
These  are  the  horns  which  have 
scattered  Judah,  Israel,  and  Jeru- 
salem. And  the  LORD  shewed  me 
four  carpenters.  Then  said  I,  What 
come  these  to  do?  And  he  spake, 
saying,  These  are  the  horns  which 
have  scattered  Judah,  so  that  no  man 
did  lift  up  his  head:  but  these  are 
come  to  fray  them,  to  cast  out  the 
horns  of  the  Gentiles,  which  lifted 
up  their  horn  over  the  land  of  Judah 
to  scatter  it"  (Zechariah  1:18-21). 
I,  in  particular,  would  like  for  you 
to  comment  on  the  symbolism  of  the 
four  horns  and  the  four  carpenters. 

Answer:  Horns  in  biblical  pas- 
sages such  as  this  symbolize  power 
and  authority,  and  in  most  cases, 
refer  to  the  power  of  a  nation  or 
nations.  In  this  case  we  are  told 
that  these  were  powers  instrumental 
in  scattering  Judah,  Israel,  and  Jeru- 
salem. The  military  might  belong- 
ing to  Assyria  was  that  which  de- 
stroyed or  scattered  Israel,  the  ten 
northern  tribes  of  Jacob,  at  which 
time  Israel  ceased  to  be  a  mili- 
tary power  for  Gentile  nations  to  deal 
with. 

It  was  something  like  150  years 
after  Assyria  brought  Northern 
Israel  into  subjection,  carried  away 
the  people  who  might  lead  in  a  re- 
bellion, making  them  slaves  in  other 
countries,  and  replacing  them  with 
what  was  regarded  by  the  Jews  as 
low -class  people  of  other  religions 
than  that  of  the  Jews,  that  Neb- 
uchadnezzar sacked  Jerusalem.  In 
four  distinctive  campaigns  against 
them  and  in  as  many  rebellions  by 
the  Jews,  they  took  all  the  people 
of  renown  and  replaced  them  with 
what  Judah  regarded  as  a  low -class 
of  idol  worshipers. 

The  thing  that  may  be  the  most 
difficult  is  to  determine  what  parti- 
cular four  powers  are  in  the  mind 
of  the  Holy  Spirit  here  as  He  makes 
use  of  four  horns  in  His  symboliza- 
tion.  Scofield's  notes  on  the  bottom 
of  Page  966,  in  the  original  Sco- 


field  Notes,  says:  "A  'horn'  is  the 
symbol  of  a  Gentile  king  (Daniel 
7:24;  Revelation  17: 12),  and  the  vision 
is  of  the  four  world- empires  (Daniel 
2:36-44;  7:3-7)  which  have 'scattered 
Judah,  Israel,  and  Jerusalem'  (v. 
19)." 

This  passage  in  Daniel  2:36-44, 
whose  location  occurs  in  Scofield's 
Notes,  protrays  the  image  of  Neb- 
uchadnezzar's forgotten  dream  that 
was  recovered  by  Daniel.  It  was  a 
statue  whose  head  was  of  gold  that 
Daniel  interpreted  as  symbolizing 
Nebuchadnezzar's  and  the  Babylonian 
empire.  Daniel  also  interpreted  the 
other  three  parts  of  the  statue,  and  the 
metals  of  which  they  were  composed, 
as  being  the  symbol  of  the  other 
empires  with  their  rulers  each  one  of 
decreased  quality  to  his  predecessor 
until  finally  the  whole  rebellious 
Gentile  world  is  destroyed  by  the 
return  of  Christ.  This  is  symbolized 
by  the  stone  in  Nebuchadnezzar's 
vision  that  is  cut  from  the  moun- 
tain without  hands  which  falls  on 
this  image's  feet,  destroys  forever 
toes  that  symbolizes  the  last  of  the 
four  Gentile  world  empires,  and  at 
the  same  stroke  of  judgment,  de- 
stroys the  other  qualities  of  Gen- 
tile supremacy.  "And  four  great 
beasts  came  up  from  the  sea,  di- 
verse one  from  another.  The  first 
was  like  a  lion,  and  had  eagle's 
wings:  I  beheld  till  the  wings  there- 
of were  plucked,  and  it  was  lifted 
up  from  the  earth,  and  made  stand 
upon  the  feet  as  a  man,  and  a  man's 
heart  was  given  to  it.  And  behold 
another  beast,  a  second,  like  to  a 
bear,  and  it  raised  up  itself  on 
one  side,  and  it  had  three  ribs  in 
the  mouth  of  it  between  the  teeth 
of  it:  and  they  said  thus  unto  it, 
Arise,  devour  much  flesh.  After  this 
I  beheld,  and  lo  another,  Like  a 
leopard,  which  had  upon  the  back  of 
it  four  wings  of  a  fowl;  the  beast 
had  also  four  heads,  and  domin- 
ion was  given  to  it.  After  this  I 
saw  in  the  night  visions,  and  be- 
hold a  fourth  beast,  dreadful  and 
terrible,  and  strong  exceedingly;  and 
it  had  great  iron  teeth:  it  devoured 
and  brake  in  pieces,  and  stamped 


the  residue  with  the  feet  of  it:  and 
it  was  diverse  from  all  the  beasts 
that  were  before  it;  and  it  had  ten 
horns"  (Daniel  7:3-7).  This  latter 
passage  is  also  given  in  Scofield's 
Notes. 

If  these  are  the  nations  that  are 
symbolized  by  the  horns  here  in 
Zechariah  which  some  seem  to  think 
and  which  Scofield  suggests  by  point- 
ing to  them,  then  the  whole  Gentile 
world  or  powers  are  to  be  seen  in  the 
four  horns.  By  comparing  the  dif- 
ferent symbols  in  the  Book  of  Daniel 
that  are  interpreted  by  Daniel,  we 
learn  that  Babylon  and  Neb- 
uchadnezzar are  symbolized  by  the 
head  of  gold  belonging  to  the  image 
of  the  forgotten  dream,  and  that  the 
lion  with  eagle's  wings  symbolize 
the  same  nation  and  kingdom.  Then 
we  find  in  Chapter  8,  Daniel  himself 
having  a  vision  of  a  he  goat  and  a 
ram  that  the  angel  interpreted  as 
being  symbols  of  Media  and  Persia 
and  Grecia.  "The  ram  which  thou 
sawest  having  two  horns  are  the 
kings  of  Media  and  Persia.  And 
the  rough  goat  is  the  king  of  Grecia: 
and  the  great  horn  that  is  between 
his  eyes  is  the  first  king"  (Daniel 
8:20,  21). 

In  Daniel  2,  as  well  as  in  Daniel 
7,  we  see  a  picture  of  the  whole 
of  the  Gentile  age  from  the  time 
Nebuchadnezzar  conquered  Judea 
until  that  time  when  Christ  puts  to 
naught  all  Gentile  dominion,  so  Rome 
and  those  features  in  her  that  sur- 
vive, until  Christ  comes  in  judg- 
ment to  destroy  Gentile  authorities 
and  sets  up  His  own  worldwide  king- 
dom. The  four  carpenters  or  four 
carvers  may  be  symbols  of  Jeho- 
vah's judgments.  "For  thus  saith 
the  Lord  GOD;  How  much  more  when 
I  send  my  four  sore  judgments  up- 
on Jerusalem,  the  sword,  and  the 
famine,  and  the  noisome  beast,  and 
the  pestilence,  to  cut  off  from  it 
man  and  beast?"    (Ezekiel  14:21). 

He  used  these  and  then  the  Gen- 
tile nations  to  bring  to  naught  Israel 
and  Judah  when  they  continued  to  re- 
bel and  disobey  Him,  and  doubtless 
He  will  resort  to  His  ancient  tactics 
to  bring  Gentiles  to  naught  after 
they  continue  in  their  rebellion  and 
especially  when  they,  through  the 
antichrist,  focus  their  destructive  ef- 
forts on  the  Jews.  It  is  without 
question  that  this  will  be  at  the 
same  time  He  deals  unfavorably  with 
a  decadent  church,  bringing  judgment 
upon  it  throughout  the  Gentile  world 
as  the  Jewish  remnant  repents  and  is 
reinstated.  "I  say  then.  Have  they 
stumbled  that  they  should  fall?  God 
forbid:  but  rather  through  their  fall 
salvation  is  come  into  the  Gentiles, 
for  to  provoke  them  to  jealousy, 
(continued  on  page  fifteen) 
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ST.  CLAIRE  BIBLE  CLAS^) 

THE  SUNDAY  /c^i^>  n 

SCHOOL  LESSON^ 


God's  Redeeming  Grace 

Printed  Text:  Ephesians  1:1-14 
Memory  Verse:     Ephesians  1:7,  8 

I.  INTRODUCTION 

It  is  easy  enough  for  most  of  us 
to  determine  from  a  reading  of 
the  opening  chapters  of  Genesis 
that  God  had  a  very  definite  pur- 
pose in  the  creation  of  man  and  the 
establishment  of  the  human  race.  It 
is  a  little  more  difficult  for  us 
to  grasp  the  fact  that  He  has  a 
very  definite  purpose  in  each  indivi- 
dual human  life;  but  a  careful  study 
of  Scripture,  as  well  as  the  observa- 
tion of  the  great  differences  that 
exist  between  individual  members 
of  the  human  family,  should  serve 
to  convince  that  this  must  be  so. 

Once  we  have  come  to  the  con- 
clusion and  accepted  the  fact  that 
God  has  a  very  definite  purpose  in 
our  individual  life,  it  should  then 
require  very  little  urging  to  move  us 
to  seek  to  determine  that  purpose 
and  to  dedicate  ourselves  to  its  ful- 
fillment; but  this  is  not  always  the 
truth.  In  spite  of  men's  willingness 
to  confess  that  God  has  a  purpose 
in  their  Ives,  they  are  very  re- 
luctant to  do  anything  to  determine 
what  that  purpose  is  and  to  set  them- 
selves to  the  task  of  having  that  pur- 
pose fulfilled  in  their  lives  and 
ministry. 

Paul's  Epistle  to  the  Ephesians 
appears  to  have  been  a  circular 
letter  written  by  the  apostle  while 
in  prison  and  distributed  to  several 
churches.  The  copy  sent  to  the 
church  at  Ephesus  was  received  into 
the  canon,  and  thus  bears  the  name 
of  that  city. 

The  purpose  of  today's  lesson  is 
not  only  to  convince  us  that  God  has 
a  purpose  in  our  own  individual 
life,  but  also  to  influence  us  to  set 
ourselves  to  the  task  of  determin- 
ing that  purpose  and  dedicating  our- 
selves to  its  fulfillment. -The  Teen- 
Age  Teacher  (F.  W.  B  ). 
n.    HINTS  THAT  HELP 

A.  This  is  the  first  of  three  les- 
sons from  Paul's  letter  to  the  Ephe- 
sians; therefore,  you  will  want  to  give 
the  historical  background  for  this 
book. 

B.  Be  sure  to  discuss  the  mean- 


ing and  initiative  of  God's  grace  in 
the  salvation  of  men. 

C.  You  have  in  this  lesson  an 
unusual  opportunity  to  show  what 
the  Bible  really  teaches  about  pre- 
destination. Do  not  be  afraid  of 
the  subject;  prepare  your  lesson 
well.  Then  if  a  student .  asks  a 
question  that  you  can't  answer,  do 
not  hesitate  to  say  so. 

D.  Show  how  the  doctrinal 
applications  of  Ephesians  applies  to 
the  church  today. 

E.  Show  the  part  that  each  Person 
of  the  Trinity  plays  in  the  salvation 
of  man. 

F.  Be  sure  to  plan  your  lesson 
well,  pray  over  it,  and  God  will  help 
you  to  help  your  students. 

—The  Bible  Teacher  (F.  W.  B  ). 
III.    ADDITIONAL  TRUTHS 

A.  Last  year  I  heard  a  major 
league  baseball  player  tell  how  he 
was  once  a  smoker  of  marijuana 
and  opium.  One  day  he  said  to  a 
friend  who  idolized  him  because  of 
his  athletic  prowess:  "If  you  are 
going  to  be  my  friend,  you've  got 
to  quit  being  a  square." 

"What's  good  enough  for  you  is 
good  enough  for  me,"  agreed  the 
friend. 

Only  a  few  hours  later  the  young 
friend  died  in  a  tragic  automobile 
accident- -the  basic  cause  of  which 
was  a  marijuana -opium  cigarette, 
followed  by  heavy  consumption  of  li- 
quor. 

For  weeks  the  athlete  was  miser- 
able with  regret  over  this  accident. 
Later,  he  met  some  happy  Chris- 
tian people  who  introduced  him  to 
Jesus  Christ.  As  a  result  his  life 
was  completely  reversed.  Now  he 
is  giving  all  his  time  as  an  unor- 
dained  evangelist  and  is  warning 
people  against  sin  and  urging  them  to 
turn  to  Jesus  Christ  as  Saviour 
and  Lord.  He  repentedl-Broadman 
Comments. 

B.  Paul  wrote  two  kinds  of  let- 
ters. To  churches  where  he  was 
well  known  he  wrote  intimately  of 
current  problems  there  and  gave 
personal  comments  and  greetings, 
as  in  Corinth  and  Galatia.  But 
with  churches  he  had  not  visited,  he 
devoted  his  letters  to  the  great 
central  doctrines  of  the  Christian 
faith,  as  in  his  letter  to  the  Romans. 


In  this  respect,  Ephesians  resem- 
bles Romans.  It  deals  with  no  per- 
sonalities as  in  Philippians  4:2,  3; 
nor  with  specific  doctrinal  problems 
as  in  Colossians  2:8-23.  It  con- 
tains no  personal  greetings  as  in 
Colossians  4:10-17.  Since  Paul  had 
spent  much  time  in  Ephesus,  one 
might  expect  personal  greetings,  but 
there  are  none. 

Instead,  Paul  sets  forth  in  Ephe- 
sians the  distilled  essence  of  all  the 
best  of  his  other  letters.  Doctrines 
presented  elsewhere  in  bits  and 
pieces  to  meet  urgent  needs  are  here 
developed  into  a  harmonious  pat- 
tern. The  urgent  plea  for  unity 
in  1  Corinthians  is  here  elevated 
to  a  theology  for  all  time.  The 
emotion- charged  instruction  to  the 
Thessalonians  about  the  Lord's 
return  is  seen  here  in  the  strategy 
of  God's  eternal  purpose.  The  prob- 
lem of  the  Judaistic  teaching  in  Gala- 
tians  is  here  resolved  in  Christ  who 
is  our  peace  and  has  made  both 
Jew  and  Gentile  one.  The  exalted 
doctrine  of  Christ's  all  -  sufficiency 
as  expounded  in  Colossians  is,  in 
Ephesians,  woven  into  the  fabric  of 
God's  great  redemptive  plan. 

Because  of  the  nature  of  the  let- 
ter, and  the  fact  that  the  better  man- 
uscripts do  not  contain  the  phrase  "at 
Ephesus"  (1:1),  many  believe  that 
the  letter  was  not  written  to  a  single 
congregation,  but  was  written  to  the 
churches  in  the  province  of  which 
Ephesus  was  the  most  prominent 
city. 

Ephesians  was  written  about  the 
same  time  as  Colossians,  Philip- 
pians, and  Philemon,  while  Paul  was 
in  prison  in  Rome.    It  is  similar 
in  many  respects  to  the  Colossian 
letter,   some  verses  being  almost 
word-for-word  the  same.  InColosse 
people  looked  for  salvation  in  special 
knowledge  and  keeping  of  days  and 
rituals.    Paul,  writing  to  them  of  the 
all -sufficiency  of  Christ,  may  have 
been  inspired  to  expand  this  theme 
for  all  the  churches,  and  may  have 
written  this  letter  to  the  Ephesians 
to  declare  to  them  that  the  proper 
destiny  of  all  men  is  to  be  found 
and    enjoyed    in    Christ. -Standard 
Lesson  Commentary. 

C.  Grace  reaches  down  and  not 
only  pardons  the  guilty  sinner 
but  also  removes  his  guilt.  Can 
you  think  of  anything  more  glorious 
than  this?  What  the  governor  of  a 
state  cannot  do  when  he  grants  a 
pardon  to  a  guilty  criminal,  grace 
can.  Man  can  forgive  but  he  cannot 
remove  guilt.  Only  God's  grace  can 
do  that-C.  F.  Bowen. 

D.    Church  Attendance- What  My  Ab- 
sence Did: 
It  made  some  question  the  reality 
(continued  on  page  thirteen) 
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Scriptural  Basis:    "...  whoso- 
ever doth  not  bear  his  cross,  and 
come  after  me,  cannot  be  my  dis- 
ciple" (Luke  14:27). 
A  DUTY  OF  MAN  TO  BECOME  A 
DISCIPLE  OF  CHRIST 
A  disciple  is  a  person  in  train- 
ing for  service  to  Christ  and  man- 
kind.    This  service  is  limited  to 
spiritual    and    benevolent  benefits 
which  are  described  and  offered  in 
the  Christian  way  of  life.  There 
were  many  disciples  in  training  but 
only  twelve  of  them  became  apostles. 
Apostles  are  the  ones  who  have 
finished  the  training  period  for  dis- 
ciples.   In  other  words,  the  apostles 
are  the  graduates  of  the  Institution 
of  Discipleship. 

It  should  be  pointed  out  here, 
however,  that  the  very  nature  of  the 
office  of  an  apostle  was  so  limited 
that  only  twelve  men  became  apos- 
tles. The  reason?  Jesus  alone  was 
their  teacher,  and  only  Jesus  had  the 
power  to  commission  them  and  to 
send  them  forth.  Only  Jesus  could 
back  them  up  with  authority  and 
supernatural  power.  He  was  the  only 
one  who  could  punish  them  for  their 
misbehavior.  Men  cannot  become 
apostles  anymore,  but  they  can  be- 
come disciples  in  a  continuing  de- 
dication in  Christian  service. 

The  Bible  teaches  that  there  are 
definite  demands  placed  upon  dis- 
cipleship .  Unfaithfulness  of  profess  - 
ing  Christian  people  are  among  the 
greatest  problems  in  our  churches 
today.  A  willing  disciple  wants  to 
know  more  about  Jesus.  His  strong- 
est desire  and  ambition  is  to  please 
Jesus  Christ.  "Blessed  are  they 
which  do  hunger  and  thirst  after 
righteousness:  for  they  shall  be  fill- 
ed" (Matthew  5:6).  Satisfaction  for 
hunger  and  thirst  becomes  a  desire 
with  determination  and  sacrifice.  A 
willingness  to  bear  one's  cross  is  a 
very  definite  duty  for  all  men  if  they 
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will  become  Christ's  disciples. 

The  person  who  bears  his  cross 
is  one  who  imitates  Christ  in  all  his 
passions,  desires,  longings,  am- 
bitions, and  determinations.  Cross 
bearing  is  not  suffering  alone.  For 
example,  a  mother  and  house  wise  in 
my  church  once  asked  me, 
"Preacher,  do  you  think  there  is  any 
hell  for  a  woman  who  cooks  and 
slaves  over  a  hot  stove,  scrubs 
and  cleans  house,  washes  clothes, 
and  does  the  ironing  for  a  large 
family  like  mine?"  I  had  to  tell 
her  that  no  matter  how  hard  one  has 
to  work  and  slave  and  sacrifice,  there 
is  no  way  to  escape  hell  but  by  the 
shed  blood  of  Jesus  Christ.  Our 


Inventor 
Leader 
Nourisher 
Priest 

Prime  Minister 

Progenitor 

Prophet 

Protector 

Teacher 

profession  of  faith  in  Him  and  a 
willingness  to  become  His  disciple 
at  any  cost  becomes  our  cross  for 
Christ. 

Man's  duty  to  become  a  disciple 
for  Christ  makes  him  follow  after 
Christ.  This  is  how  disciples  of 
Christ  are  made.  God,  give  us  more 
disciples! 

A  disciple  of  Christ  will  be  faith- 
ful in  prayer,  in  Bible  study,  and  in 
soul  winning.  These  are  all  a  very 
necessary  part  of  coming  after  Christ 
and  being  His  disciple.  A  good 
disciples  is  one  who  prepares  him- 
self to  serve  others,  not  counting 
the  cost  and  not  shirking  the  re- 
sponsibility. 
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Free  Will  Baptist  Children's  Home 

"A  Christian  Home  for  Boys  and  Girls" 
-MIDDLESEX,  NORTH  CAROLINA  27557 
MR.  SAMMY  WEEKS,  Superintendent  -  Phone  (919)235-4079 


HOMECOMING 

On  Sunday,  July  14,  we  will  have 
our  annual  homecoming  at  the 
Children's  Home.  The  services  will 
commence  in  Memorial  Chapel  at 
10  a.  m.  At  12  noon  lunch  will  be 
served  by  the  Home  staff  and 
children.  After  lunch,  the  Alumni 
Association  will  hold  its  meeting, 
starting  at  1  p.  m.  At  3  p.  m. 
open  house  will  be  held  for  all  our 
visitors. 

It  is  time  again  for  us  to  begin 
making  plans  to  send  some  of  our 


TWR  BROADCASTING 
FROM  CYPRUS 

Dr.  Paul  E.  Freed,  president  of  Trans 
World  Radio,  announced  that  Trans 
World  Radio  has  signed  a  contract  for 
gospel  broadcasting  from  the  Island  of 
Cyprus  in  the  Eastern  Mediterranean. 

In  cooperation  with  Radio  Monte  Car- 
lo, Trans  World  Radio  began  daily  broad- 
casting from  Cyprus  on  May  1,  1974. 
The  transmitter  has  a  power  of  600,000 
watts,  with  directional  antennae  con- 
centrating the  signal  generally  toward 
the  east  and  south.  Programs  in  Arabic, 
French,  English,  and  Armenian  will  be 
heard  on  the  medium  wave  frequency 
of  1232  KHz  in  the  standard  AM  broad- 
cast band. 

Located  strategically  very  near  the 
eastern  coastline  of  the  Mediterranean, 
Cyprus  is  an  ideal  location  for  radio 
broadcasting  to  the  nations  of  the  Mid- 
dle East.  While  Radio  Monte  Carlo  is 
already  operating  the  station  during  the 
daylight  hours,  TWR  will  be  using  the 
facilities  at  night  during  prime  evening 
hours  on  a  special  lease  time  arrange- 
ment with  Radio  Monte  Carlo.  It  is  ex- 
pected that  all  of  the  greater  middle 


This  is  another  opportunity  for 
you  to  visit  the  Children's  Home  on 
a  very  special  occasion.  An  in- 
vitation is  extended  to  all  former 
children  and  employees  of  the  Home , 
the  alumni  members,  and  to  each  of 
our  Free  Will  Baptists.  So,  please 
come  to  our  Home  for  this  home- 
coming. 


children  to  Cragmont.  We  have 
several  children  who  are  very  in- 
terested in  going  to  camp  this  year. 
The  cost  is  $50  per  child  which 
included  spending  money.  So,  if 
anyone  is  interested  in  sponsoring  a 
week  at  camp  for  some  of  our 
children ,  please  send  the  money  to  the 
Home  at  P.  O.  Drawer  E.Middlesex, 
North  Carolina  27557. 


eastern  area  will  be  reached  by  the 
nighttime  gospel  broadcasts.  The  major 
countries  covered  by  the  primary  radio 
signal  will  be  Lebanon,  Syria,  Israel,  Jor- 
dan, Libya,  Saudi  Arabia  and  Iraq.  It  is 
also  anticipated  that  during  the  late 
evening  hours  the  broadcasts  will  reach 
to  much  greater  distances. 

In  the  short  time  that  the  station  has 
been  on  the  air,  it  has  already  become 
one  of  the  two  most  popular  stations  in 
the  Middle  East.  TWR  Cyprus  will  com- 
mence with  programming  aimed  toward 
a  youth  and  student  audience,  the  age 
group  already  strongly  attracted  to  the 
station.  With  this  audience  in  mind, 
new,  fresh  arrangements  of  Arabic  and 
Armenian  music  have  been  recorded  by 
TWR's  Beirut  studios.  French  programs 
are  the  responsibility  of  Radio  Evangile, 
the  TWR  French  branch  in  Strasbourg, 
France. 

All  programs  from  Cyprus  will  present 
Jesus  Christ  as  the  answer  to  contempo- 
rary problems  for  the  peoples  of  the 
Middle  East.  Adly  Fam,  director  of 
TWR's  Middle  East  studios  in  Beirut,  ac- 
claims this  new  opportunity  as  possibly 
the  greatest  breakthrough  for  Middle 
East  evangelism  in  modern  mission  his- 
tory. 


UNDERSTANDING  TONGUES 

Soil  to  a  farmer  means  a  neces- 
sity; to  a  mother  it's  something  she 
wishes  Junior  wouldn't  do  to  his 
jeans. 

A  shot  to  a  doctor  is  an  injection; 
to  an  athlete,  a  chance  to  make 
points;  to  an  alcoholic  it  is  amber 
liquid  he  thinks  he  must  have. 

Pain  is  what  is  felt  when  arthritis 
sets  in,  yet  an  undesirable  person 
can  be  a  pain  in  the  neck. 

To  a  grocer  a  gross  is  twelve 
dozen;  to  a  teen-ager,  gross  is 
either  very  good  or  very  bad. 

Blue  is  the  color  of  a  cloudless 
sky;  to  a  person  who  has  lost  a 
friend,  blue  is  what  he  feels. 

A  lumberman  sees  a  tree  in  board 
feet;  an  artist  sees  it  in  colors 
and  depths;  a  poet  as  home  sweet 
home  for  birds. 

You  see,  a  word  means  to  a  person 
how  it  relates  to  him  as  an  indivi- 
dual. Each  person  has  his  own 
"language." 

My  pastor,  the  Rev.  C.  F.  Bowen, 
took  his  text  from  Joshua.  Achan 
had  disobeyed  God  and  hid  his  sin 
in  the  earth  underneath  his  tent. 
God  said,  "There's  sin  in  the 
camp,"  and  He  withheld  His  blessings 
from  Israel. 

My  thoughts  went  instantly  to  a  few 
days  before  when  I  let  my  temper 
overcome  me.  It  made  me  feel  so 
guilty!  "But,  Lord,"  I  argued,  "you 
know  how  I  hate  anything  that  doesn't 
operate  properly."  He  answered, 
"Child,  your  electric  can  opener 
won't  work.  How  tragic!"  I  thought, 
too,  of  my  other  numerous  short- 
comings. 

After  the  service,  several  voiced 
the  opinion  that  the  message  had 
been  directed  at  them,  and  to  tell 
the  truth,  I  was  relieved.  I  had  be- 
gun to  wonder  if  maybe  the  Lord 
(the  only  other  Person  who  could 
have  possibly  known  my  hidden  sins 
other  than  myself)  had  been  talking 
to  my  pastor. 

Slowly,  the  thought  came:  we  ex- 
perience a  Pentecost  every  Sunday. 
We  come  from  all  walks  of  life,  each 
with  his  own  personal  language.  The 
Lord  takes  the  sermon  and  mira- 
culously each  understands  in  his  own 
language. 

Speaking  and  understanding  ton- 
gues did  not  end  with  the  disciples 
in  the  first  century.  We  have  it 
in  the  here -and -now  when  we  open 
our  hearts  to  receive  God's  Word. 
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for  our  youth 


It's  Good  To  Know 
For  Certain 

Tl 

ARY'S  eyes  were  fixed  on  the 
II J  face  of  Miss  Landis,  hersum- 
ner  Bible  school  teacher.  She  was 
istening  very  carefully,  for  she  did 
lot  want  to  miss  one  word.  Miss 
-.andis  had  just  told  the  story  of 
low  Peter  and  John  had  been  wit- 
nesses for  Jesus  by  telling  many 
people  about  Him.  Then  she  told 
them  that  if  they,  too,  wanted  to  be 
real  witnesses  for  Jesus,  they  must 
mow  for  certain  that  Jesus  had 
saved  them. 

Now  Miss  Landis  was  saying,  "If 
/ou  want  to  be  a  witness  for  Jesus, 
put  you  have  never  given  your  own 
leart  to  Him,  or  if  you  aren't  cer- 
ain  whether  or  not  He  has  saved 
you,  I'll  be  glad  to  help  you  to  be- 
come certain.  I  will  be  here  at  re- 
cess if  you  want  to  talk  with  me  about 
it." 

When  the  class  was  dismissed  for 
recess,  the  boys  and  girls  all  left 
the  classroom.  Mary  kept  close  to 
Ellen.  She  was  certain  that  Ellen 
was  a  Christian,  because  at  school 
she  was  always  honest  and  kind 
and  she  seemed  to  enjoy  telling  her 
friends  how  much  she  loved  Jesus. 

Mary  took  hold  of  Ellen's  arm. 

"Ellen,"  she  said,  "you  know,  I 
would  like  to  talk  to  Miss  Landis 
because  I  don't  know  if  I'm  saved 
[or  not,  I  pray  and  I  love  Jesus,  but 
sometimes  I  feel  as  if  maybe  I'm 
not  saved." 

"Well,  come  on  and  let's  go  talk 
to  her!"  exclaimed  Ellen. 

"But  I  feel  a  little  bit  afraid.  I 
don't  know  what  to  say,"  Mary  re- 
plied. 

"Oh,  don't  be  afraid.  I'll  go  with 
you.  I'm  sure  it  will  be  easy  to 
talk  to  her."  Ellen  took  Mary  by 
the  hand  and  together  they  returned 
to  the  classroom. 

"Miss  Landis,  Mary  would  like  to 
talk  to  you,"   Ellen  said.  Then 


she  slipped  away,  leaving  Mary  and 
Miss  Landis  alone. 

"I'm  so  glad  you  have  come,  Mary. 
What  would  you  like  to  talk  about?" 

"It's  about  what  you  said- 
you  know-whether  we  are  saved  or 
not,"  replied  Mary. 

"Oh,    yes!"    Miss   Landis  said. 

"And  I-well,  I  just  don't  know 
and  I  want  to  be  sure,"  Mary  said. 

"Of  course  you  want  to  be  sure. 
And  Jesus  wants  you  to  be  sure, 
too!  Do  you  know  what  it  means  to 
be  saved,  Mary?" 

"It  means  to  be  saved  from  your 
sins,"  Mary  answered. 

"Why  must  you  be  saved  from 
sin?"  the  teacher  then  questioned. 

"Because  Jesus  doesn't  like  sin, 
and  you  can't  go  to  heaven  if  you 
aren't  saved  from  your  sin,"  Mary 
replied. 

"How  are  we  saved  from  sin?" 

Mary  thought  a  little  while;  then 
she  answered,  "Jesus  died  to  saved 
us  from  our  sins.  I  guess  when  we 
tell  Him  about  our  sins  He  forgives 
us." 

"Did  you  ever  tell  Jesus  about 
yours  sins?"    Miss  Landis  probed. 

"Yes,  when  I  pray  before  I  go 
to  bed  I  tell  Him  about  my  sins  and 
ask  Him  to  forgive  me,"  Mary  said. 

Miss  Landis  told  Mary  to  find 
1  John  1:9  in  her  Bible  and  read  it 
aloud. 

Mary  found  the  verse  and  read 
slowly.  "If  we  confess  our  sins,  he 
is  faithful  and  just  to  forgive  us  our 
sins,  and  to  cleanse  us  from  all  un- 
righteousness." 

Miss  Landis  spoke  again.  "You 
said  you  confessed  your  sins,  andnow 
what  does  this  verse  say  Jesus 
does  when  we  confess  our  sins?" 

"He  forgives  our  sins  and  cleanses 
us,"  she  replied.  Then  suddenly  her 
eyes  flashed  with  an  understanding 
look,  and  she  smiled  brightly. 

"Are  you  saved,  Mary?"  quickly 
asked  Miss  Landis. 

"Oh,  yes,"  she  answered.  "Now 
I  know  I  am  because  the  Bible  says 
so!" 

"You'd   like  to  thank  Jesus  for 


saving  you  and  telling  you  that  He 
saved  you,  wouldn't  you?"  sug- 
gested Miss  Landis. 

They  bowed  their  heads,  and  Mary 
prayed:  "Dear  Jesus,  thank  you  for 
forgiving  my  sins  and  for  saving  me. 
Help  me  to  always  be  honest  and 
kind  and  to  tell  my  friends  about 
you.  And  thank  you  for  making  me 
extra   sure   I'm   saved.  Amen." 

Mary  went  running  out  of  doors 
to  tell  Ellen  that  now  she  was  sure 
she  was  saved  and  ready  to  be  a 
witness  for  Jesus. -Youth's  Visitor. 

by  Evelyn  E.  King 


Coming  Events  .  .  . 

June  17-20-North  Carolina  Minis- 
ter's Conference,  Cragmont  As- 
sembly, Inc.,  Black  Mountain, 
North  Carolina 

June  24-General  Youth  Conference, 
Hearon  Circle  Free  Will  Baptist 
Church,  Spartanburg,  South  Caro- 
lina, 7:30  P.  M. 

June  24,  25-Woman's  Auxiliary  of  the 
General  Conference,  Hearon 
Circle  Free  Will  Baptist  Church, 
Spartanburg,  South  Carolina 

June  25,  26-General  Conference  of 
Original  Free  Will  Baptists ,  Hear  - 
on  Circle  Free  Will  Baptist 
Church,  Spartanburg,  South  Caro- 
lina 

July  14-Homecoming,  Free  Will  Bap- 
tist Children's  Home,  Middlesex, 
North  Carolina,  Beginning  at  10 
A.  M. 


Sunday  School  Lesson 

(continued  from  page  ten) 

of  Christianity. 

It  made  some  think  that  I  was  a 
pretender. 

It  made  many  regard  my  spiritual 
welfare  and  that  of  others  as  a  matter 
of  small  concern. 

It  weakened  the  effect  of  the  church 
service. 

preacher  to  preach. 

It  discouraged  the  brethren,  and 
therefore  robbed  them  of  a  blessing. 

It  caused  others  to  stay  away  from 
church. 

It  made  it  harder  for  me  to  meet 
the  temptations  of  the  devil. 

It  gave  the  devil  more  power  over 
lost  souls. 

It  encouraged  the  habit  of  non- 
church  going. -Selected. 


Keep  your  eye  on  the  ball,  your 
shoulder  to  the  wheel,  and  your 
ear  to  the  ground  .  .  .  now  try  to 
work  in  that  position. 
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by  the  clerk,  the  Rev.  C.  F.  Bowen. 
There  will  only  be  a  morning  pro- 
gram as  follows: 

10:00-Morning  Devotional,  Mr.  Les- 
lie Hawley 

10: 15-Welcome  Address,  the  Rev. 
Royster  Martin,  Host  Pastor 
-Response,  the  Rev.  Fred  Bak- 
er 

10:20-Business  Session 

ll:00-News  from  Denominational  En- 
terprises 

ll:20-Report  of  Committees 

ll:30-Morning  Worship: 

Congregational  Singing  and 
Special  Music 

Offering  for  Children's  Home 
Sermon,  the  Rev.  James  Lup- 
ton 

12: 30- Adjournment  and  Lunch 

Howell  Swamp  to  Host 
Fourth  Central  Union 

The  fourth  Union  District  Meeting 
of  the  Central  Conference  will  con- 
vene on  Sunday,  June  30,  with  the 
Howell   Swamp   Free   Will  Baptist 
Church    near    Walstonburg,  North 
Carolina.    The  union  theme  will  be 
"The  Master  Calleth  for  Thee,"  with 
Scripture   taken   from  John  11:28. 
The  program  is  as  follows: 
Morning  Session 
10:00-Sunday  School 
ll:00-Hymn,  "Glory  to  His  Name" 
-Devotions,    Mr.  R.  B.  Lan- 
caster Jr. 
-Welcome,  Mrs.  Frances  Gay 
-Response,  Mr.  Donald  Webb 
ll:15-President's  Remarks 
-Recognition  Time 
-Greeting  from  the  Children's 

Home,  Mr.  Sam  Weeks 
-Mission  Report 
-Hymn,  "His  Way  with  Thee" 
ll:30-Special      Music,  Edgewood 
Quartet 

-Sermon,  the  Rev.  E.  C.  Morris 
-Appointment  of  Committees 
-Lunch 

Afternoon  Session 
l:15-Devotions,  Mr.  Albert  Proctor 
-Special  Music,  Tracy  Hamm 
and   Harrell's   Chapel  Youth 
Group 

-News  from MountOliveCollege 
-Business  Period 
-Program,  Local  Church 
2 : 1 5- Ad  journment 

Black  Jack  Grove  to  Dedicate 
Its  New  Church 

The  Black  Jack  Grove  Free  Will 
Baptist  Church,  Goldsboro,  North 
Carolina,  will  hold  its  dedication 
service  for  its  new  church  building 
on  June  30,  1974.  All  former  pas- 
tors, their  families,  and  the  pub- 
lic are  cordially  invited  to  attend. 


The  program  will  begin  at  10  a.  m. 
and  continue  throughout  the  day  with 
programs  and  singing.  Lunch  will 
be  served  at  the  noon  hour. 

Cragmont  Assembly  Treasurer's 
Report  for  May,  1974 

Mrs.  Fountain  Taylor,  treasurer 
for  Cragmont  Assembly,  Inc.,  Black 
Mountain,  North  Carolina,  reports 
as  follows  for  the  month  of  May, 
1974: 

Balance  May  1,  1974  $7,262.63 

Receipts 
Churches  $  706.36 

Leagues  30.00 
Unions  11.35 
Pleasant  Grove 

Youth  1,000.00 
N.  C.  W.  A. 

Convention  797.82 

Total  Receipts  2,545.53 
Total  to 

Account  For  9,808.16 
Disbursements 

Operating 

Expenses  $  296.62 
Open  Camp  1,000.00 
Publicity  200.00 
Insurance  269.45 
Lawn  Mower  62.95 
Adding 

Machine  88.40 
Debt 

Retirement      1 , 000 . 00 
Total  Disbursements  2,917.42 
Balance  June  1,  1974  $6,890.74 

(Please  note  that  the  $1,000  raised 
by  the  youth  of  Pleasant  Grove  church 
was  for  debt  retirement  and  was  paid 
to  the  Church  Finance  Association, 
Inc.) 


St.  Mary's  Grove 
Honors  Seniors 


school  graduates  during  the  Sundaj 
morning  worship  service,  May  26 
During  the  processional  the  seniors 
filed  in  and  sat  on  the  front  pew 
of  the  church.  Following  the  opening 
hymn  and  prayer,  each  graduate  was 
presented  a  copy  of  the  Living  Bible 
by  the  pastor,  the  Rev.  R.  H.  Jack 
son. 

In  his  message,  Mr.  Jackson chal 
lenged  the  seniors  with  the  thought 
that  there  were  obstacles  in  Caleb's 
day  just  as  there  are  obstacles  today, 
but  by  fully  surrendering  their  lives 
to  Christ  and  living  a  dedicated 
Christian  life,  there  will  be  victory. 

The  graduating  seniors  were: 
Jeanette  Barbour,  Margaret  Beasley, 
Wanda  Johnson,  Tina  Lowery,  Glenn 
Honeycutt,  and  Ned  Bernard  Parrish. 
Also  graduating,  not  pictured  above, 
were  Randy  Barbour  and  Ricky  Price. 

Coffee  Hour  for 
Senior  Citizens 


Left  to  right:  Jeanette  Barbour,  Mar- 
garet  Beasley,   Glenn  Honeycutt,  Ned 
Parrish,  Tina  Lowery,  and  Wanda  John- 
son. 

The  St.  Mary's  Grove  Free  Will 
Baptist  Church,  Route  3,  Benson, 
North    Carolina,   honored  its  high 


Left  to  right:  Mr.  Parker  Johnson, 
Mrs.  Callie  Roberts,  Mr.  Victor  Penny, 
and  Mrs.  Ellen  Austin. 

The  Young  Women's  Circle  of  St> 
Mary's  Grove  Free  Will  Baptist 
Church,  Route  3,  Benson,  North 
Carolina,  honored  the  senior  citizens 
of  the  church  and  community  at  a 
coffee  hour,  Sunday  afternoon,  May 
26,  from  three  until  five  o'clock. 

The  service  opened  with  the  con- 
gregation singing  "Amazing Grace," 
followed  with  Mrs.  Leo  Lassitor 
welcoming  the  guests.  Mrs.  Ellen 
Austin ,  one  of  the  85  -  year  -  old  guests , 
gave  a  gracious  response  to  the  wel- 
come. The  Rev.  R.  H.  Jackson, 
pastor  of  St.  Mary's  Grove  church, 
gave  the  invocation. 

A  trio,  consisting  of  Norlyn  Mat- 
thews, Mrs.  Billy  Ray  Barbour,  and 
W.  A.  Roberts,  sang  "Heaven  Will 
Be  a  Beauitful  Place"  and  "Kneel 
at  the  Cross."  The  youth  choir 
presented  a  skit,  "The  Light  of  the 
World,"  followed  by  two  musical 
selections  by  the  choir  under  the 
direction  of  the  youth  choir  leader, 
(continued  on  page  fifteen) 
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Pe#Irs.  J.  W.  Lee,  with  Mrs.  Jackie 
''ifrimes  at  the  piano. 

Each  of  the  honored  guests  was 
ecognized  by  the  master  of  cere- 
lony,   Mrs.    Kenneth   Byrd.  The 
ev.    Frank   Matthews  prayed  the 
a'fenediction,  after  which,  each  guest 
as  invited  into  the  activity  build- 
ig  to    enjoy  various  kinds  of  deli- 
ious  cake  and  coffee.  Pictures  were 
es  lade  and  special  music  and  con- 
e(  ersation  were  enjoyed  throughout 
7  le  afternoon. 


THE  DANGER  OF  HIGH  HEADS 


Corn  was  spread  on  the  ground, 
nd  a  net  stretched  at  a  certain 
leight  over  the  grain  to  catch  some 
vild  turkeys.  The  fowls  went  with 
heir  heads  down,  picking  the  corn, 
ut  when  they  tried  to  return,  in- 
tead  of  keeping  their  heads  down 
s  when  they  came  in,  they  lifted 
p  their  heads  and  were  caught  in 
he  net.  If  you  get  into  Satan's 
rap,  you  cannot  get  out  with  head 
srect,  for  God  gives  grace  only 
o  the  humble. -Selected. 


ONE  SOLITARY  LIFE! 

I  am  far  within  the  mark  when  I 
;>ay  that  all  the  armies  that  ever 
narched,  and  all  the  navies  that  ever 
vere  built,  and  all  the  parliaments 
hat  ever  sat,  and  all  the  kings  that 
sver  reigned,  put  together,  have  not 
iffected  the  life  of  man  upon  this 
jarth  as  powerfully  as  has  that 
>ne  solitary  life-the  life  of  Christ. 
Phillips  Brooks. 


FOR  ALL  YOUR 
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F.  W.  B.  PRESS 
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IN  MEMORIAM 

MR.  WILLIE  ARMSTRONG 

The  poem  below  was  written  in  mem- 
ory of  Mr.  Willie  Armstrong  of  Columbia, 
who  passed  away  December  14,  1973. 
The  poem  was  written  and  submitted  by 
his  widow,  Mrs.  Nacie  Armstrong;  and 
his  daughters,  Geneva  Daughtry  and 
Diane  Swain.  He  is  long  missed  by  his 
many  friends  and  loved  ones. 

Come  take  my  hand,  my  dear,  and  walk 
With  me  through  the  garden  of  memories, 
Where  each  day  is  a  passing  fancy 
Among  the  flowers  and  the  trees. 

We  will  stroll  by  the  bed  of  roses, 
The  ones  you  liked  so  well. 
In  the  early  hours  of  the  morning 
I  can  still  remember  their  smell. 

I  could  have  walked  forever 
If  you  were  by  my  side; 
I'm  not  ashamed  of  my  feelings, 
For  love's  not  a  thing  to  hide. 

Those  hours  we  spent  together 
Sitting  under  the  old  cedar  tree, 
Talking  of  our  love  for  God  and  our  chil- 
dren; 

Just  we  two— you  and  me. 

But  now  you  are  gone  from  my  side,  my 
dear,- 

All  these  things  are  in  the  past. 
I  knew  it  could  not  last  forever; 
Our  love  was  too  good  to  last. 

I'll  love  you  forever,  my  dear; 
God  knows  how  much  I  miss  you. 
But  thank  God  for  His  wonderful  promise 
Of  a  new  home  beyond  the  blue. 

Still  I  walk  alone  in  the  garden 
That  has  lost  its  bloom  today. 
Sure  I  know  we'll  be  together  again, 
For  God  always  has  His  way. 

I  know  we'll  have  a  glad  reunion 
Among  the  roses  and  the  trees,- 
Just  you  and  I  and  God, 
In  our  wonderful  garden  of  memories. 


WHEN  MILITARY  DESPOTS  SPOKE  THE 
TRUTH 

Once  when  Frederick  the  Great  was 
about  to  declare  war,  he  instructed  his 
secretary  to  write  a  proclamation.  The 
secretary  began:  "Whereas  in  the  provi- 
dence of  God,"  etc.,  etc.  "Stop  that 
lying,"  Frederick  thundered;  "simply  say, 
'Frederick  wants  more  land.'  " 


Questions  &  Answers 

(continued  from  page  nine) 
.  .  .  For  if  the  casting  away  of 
them  be  the  reconciling  of  the  world, 
what  shall  the  receiving  of  them  be. 
but  life  from  the  dead?  .  .  .  And 
if  some  of  the  branches  be  broken 
off,  and  thou,  being  a  wild  olive 
tree  wert  graffed  in  among  them, 
and  with  them  partakest  of  the  root 
and  fatness  of  the  olive  tree;  Boast 
not  against  the  branches.  But  if 
thou  boast,  thou  bearest  not  the 
root,  but  the  root  thee.  Thou  wilt 
say  then,  The  branches  were  broken 
off,  that  I  might  be  graffed  in. 
Well;  because  of  unbelief  they  were 
broken  off,  and  thou  standest  by 
faith.  Be  not  highminded,  but  fear: 
For  if  God  spared  not  the  natural 
branches,  take  heed  lest  he  also 
spare  not  thee"  (Romans  11:11, 
15,  17-21). 

Then  in  the  Book  of  Revelation 
God  warns  the  lukewarm  church: 
"I  know  thy  works,  that  thou  art 
neither  cold  nor  hot:  I  would  thou 
wert  cold  or  hot.  So  then  because 
thou  art  lukewarm,  and  neither  cold 
nor  hot,  I  will  spue  thee  out  of  my 
mouth"  (Revelation  3:15,  16).  God 
gives  further  warning:  "But  the 
fearful,  and  unbelieving,  and  the 
abominable,  and  murderers,  and 
whoremongers,  and  sorcerers,  and 
idolaters,  and  all  liars,  shall  have 
their  part  in  the  lake  which  burneth 
with  fire  and  brimstone:  which  is  the 
second  death"  (Revelation  21:8). 
Compare,  "He,  that  being  often  re- 
proved hardeneth  his  neck,  shall  sud- 
denly be  destroyed,  and  that  without 
remedy"  (Proverbs  29:1);  "He  that 
believeth  on  the  Son  hath  everlasting 
life:  and  he  that  believeth  not  the 
Son  shall  not  see  life;  but  the  wrath 
of  God  abideth  on  him"  (John  3: 
36). 

The  wrath-judgment  of  God-is  upon 
every  descendant  of  Adam  until  he 
complies  as  Jesus  warned  Nic- 
od3mous:  ".  .  .  Verily,  verily, 
I  say  unto  thee.  Except  a  man  be 
born  again,  he  cannot  see  the  king- 
dom of  God  .  .  .  .Verily,  verily, 
I  say  unto  thee,  Except  a  man  be 
born  of  water  and  of  the  Spirit,  he 
cannot  enter  into  the  kingdom  of  God" 
(John  3:3,  5). 


WHEN  YE  THINK  NOT 

McCheyne,  the  Scotch  preacher,  once 
said  to  some  friends,  "Do  you  think 
Christ  will  come  tonight?" 

One  after  another  they  said,  "I  think 
not." 

When  all  had  given  this  answer,  he 
solemnly  repeated  this  text,  "The  Son 
of  man  cometh  at  an  hour  when  ye 
think  not."— Watchman-Examiner. 
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JUNE 

"The  Free  Will  Baptist" 

onth 


The  North  Carolina  State  Woman's  Auxiliary  Convention  of  Original  Free 
Will  Baptists  has  designated  June,  1974,  as  "The  Free  Will  Baptist" 
month. 

The  goal  is  to  get  "The  Free  Will  Baptist"  into  every  Free  Will  Bap- 
tist home. 

The  Free  Will  Baptist  weekly  magazine  is  an  excellent  media  which  is 
available  to  all  Free  Will  Baptists  to  keep  them  inform  about  our  deno- 
minational enterprises.  Through  "The  Free  Will  Baptist"  we  can  stay  in 
touch  with  our  missionaries,     our  Children's  Home,     the  youth  activities, 

Mount  Olive  College,  Cragmont  Assembly,  Camp  Vandemere,  our  su- 
perannuated ministers  and  widows,  and  local  church  news.      All  this  through 

'The  Free  Will  Baptist"! 

In  addition  to  the  things  mentioned  above,  we  share  many  articles  writ- 
ten by  our  own  people  that  help  us  to  grow  spiritually-especially  the  splen- 
did editorials  by  the  editor  of  the  magazine  and  his  able  assistant.  It  would 
be  impossible  to  name  the  many  blessings  we  may  receive  through  this  de  - 
nominational  publication. 

We  urge   all   auxiliaries,     if  you  have  not  already  done    so,  to  make 

plans  to  contact  every  home  in  your  church  in  an  effort  to  get  every  family  to 

subscribe  to  "The  Free  Will  Baptist." 

I  believe  our  denomination  will  be  blessed  through  these  efforts. 

Mrs.  Ruby  H.  Hancock,  State  President 
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do  matter  hour  sturdy  the  masts ;  no  matter  lew 
substantial  Ike  rigging  f  a  wind — driven  ship 

without  sails  is  no  good , 


SAILLESS  SHIPS  AND  USELESS  LIVES 

No  matter  how  sturdy  the  masts;  no  matter  how  substantial  the  rigging, 
a  wind -driven  ship  without  sails  is  no  good.  The  sails  are  worried  by  the 
wind  until  they  bulge  under  its  force  and  move  the  ship  in  the  direction 
designated  by  the  captain  or  someone  at  the  controls;  that  is,  if  the  sails  are 
available. 

Analogies  are  invariably  drawn  in  such  a  discussion  as  this,  for  we  must 
consider  the  ocean  on  which  the  ship  sails  as  life  and  the  ship  itself  as 
the  individual  trying  to  live  the  life.  Everyone  lives  until  he  dies,  but  few 
people  get  out  of  life  its  intended  purpose.  Very  few  people  live  life  to  its 
fullest.  They  are  like  so  many  useless  ships,  adrift  on  the  ocean  with 
no  sails  to  give  them  direction  or  moving  force. 

Drifting  along  with  the  tide  may  be  relaxing  for  awhile,  but  a  drifting 
ship  is  liable  to  get  caught  in  the  shoals,  be  battered  against  the  rocks, 
or  become  grounded  on  a  sandbar.  These,  compared  to  life,  could  be  deter- 
rents to  good  living,  to  meaningful  existence,  to  purpose,  and  to  fulfill- 
ment. These  could  be  the  snares  of  the  evil  one  as  he  proposes  to  make  one 
flounder,  as  it  were,  until  he  is  no  longer  capable  of  real,  proper  motivation. 

Sailless  ships  and  purposeless  individuals  on  the  ocean  of  life,  going 
nowhere  in  particular,  coming  in  to  shore  only  if  the  water  brings  them  in, 
sometimes  standing  still,  being  tossed  to  and  fro  by  the  turbulent  waves 
(if  the  ocean  happens  to  be  angry),  having  nothing  as  a  steadying  force, 
encountering  many  storms  without  any  means  of  securing  port  or  shelter! 

Yea,  even  an  anchor  will  hold  but  so  long;  it  offers  some  steadying 
force  when  cast,  to  be  sure;  but,  once  it  is  hoisted-well,  adrift  again,  and 
heaven  knows  where.  .  .  . 

Launching  a  ship  is  useless  unless  the  ship  is  equipped  with  sails.  Of- 
ten, people  launch  their  own  lives,  but  do  so  without  the  proper  launching 
equipment.  A  ship  is  usually  "cradled"  into  the  water  by  timbers  which 
support  its  weight,  and  a  person,  too,  is  "cradled"  into  life;  but  once  in 
midstream,  he  is  on  his  own,  to  brave  the  tempests,  the  whirlpools,  the 
violent  surges  of  adversity.  That  is  to  say  that  a  person  is  on  his  own  as  and 
if  he  chooses  to  be.  He  can  ask  for  and  receive  assistance  on  the  ocean  of 
life,  and  all  the  rages  of  the  deep  can  be  stilled  by  a  sincere  and  constant 
faith  in  the  Master  Shipman. 

No  real  mariner  would  dare  venture  into  the  ocean  with  a  wind- driven 
ship  without  first  making  sure  that  the  ship  had  good  sails  and  that  they 
were  properly  placed  and  rigged.  Similarly,  no  sensible  human  being 
would  expose  his  life  to  oceans  of  trouble  without  being  sure  that  he  had 
"sails"  and  that  these  sails  were  well -fixed  and  his  course  well -charted. 
How  else  can  one  expect  to  get  anywhere  on  the  ocean?  How  else  can  one 
propose  to  avoid  becoming  lost  at  sea?  How  else  can  one  avoid  the  rocks 
that  might  crash  a  sinking  blow  to  his  vessel? 

Many  persons  have  good  rigging,  but  at  the  same  time  they  have  neglected 
to  hang  their  sails.  Regardless  of  how  courageous  one  is,  and  regardless 
of   how   daring  or  confident  he  may  be,  one  can  never  get  along  in  life 

with  just  the  skelton  or  mast  of  a  ship  exposed  to  the  wind.  The  sails 
must  be  hung;  they  must  be  blown.  .  .  . 

A  sturdy  ship  with  strong  masts  and  good  rigging  but  no  sails:  like 
a  man  standing  still  or  perhaps  drifting  along,  being  swept  this  way  and 
that  with  naught  to  help  the  "winds"  to  guide  him  onward  to  a  favorable 
port!     Even  ill  winds  can  prove  to  one's  advantage  if  his  ship  is  proper- 
ly sailed. 

"Alone,  alone,  all,  all  alone;  alone  on  a  wide,  wide  sea  ..."  suggests 
"The  Rime  of  the  Ancient  Mariner"  by  Samuel  Taylor  Coleridge,  "and 
nary  a  saint  took  pity  on  my  soul  in  agony."  Our  position,  though  not  in 
conflict  with  Coleridge  (as  he  indeed  depicts  the  situation  of  so  many  lives), 
is  that  no  one  ever  has  to  sail  his  ship  alone.  .  .  . 

The  Master  Shipman  is  there  to  trim  the  sails  and  to  quell  the  tempest 
and  to  sail  with  us  all-but  only  if  we  grant  Him  passage.  .  .  . 

Have  you  a  ticket  for  Him? 
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MEN'S  DAY  AT  K1NST0N  CHURCH 

by   the  Rev.  Bill  Futch,  Pastor 


n 

If  HE  First  Free  Will  Baptist  Church, 
It  Kinston,  held  Men's  Day  June 
|[6,  1974.  As  part  of  their  Men's 
J[)ay  program,  all  sixteen  Sunday 
chool  classes  were  taught  by  one  of 
he  laymen  of  the  church.  Guest 
speaker  for  the  occasion  was  Julian 
Gallop,  a  past  member  of  the  church 
juid  the  first  recipient  of  the 
'Chruchman  of  the  Year  Award." 
He  spoke  on  the  topic,  "The  Lay- 
pan's  Responsibility  in  the  Church," 
basing  this  speech  on  the  text  Acts 
1: 17-22.  The  men's  choir  rendered 
(he  special  music,  "Dear  Lord  and 
Rather  of  Mankind."  Mr.  Charles 
Lancaster  was  the  master  of  cere- 
monies. The  Rev.  Mr.  Futch  pres- 
ented the  Churchman  of  the  Year 
j^ward  to  Jack  T.  Everette  with  the 
ntroductory  remarks   as  follows: 

"All  the  members  of  the  Church- 
man of  the  Year  Committee  are 
chosen  in  secret.  No  one  knows 
jvho  is  on  the  committee  other  than 
he  pastor.  They  do  not  know  who 
s  serving  on  the  committee  them- 
selves. They  are  instructed  to  give 
he  pastor  their  nominations  based 
Dn  Christian  attitudes,  Christian  wit- 
less, and  Christian  service.  The 
lists  of  nominees  are  gathered  from 
each  member  of  the  committee  and 
resubmitted  to  all  members  of  the 
committee  with  the  instruction  to 
past  their  vote  for  one.  This  pro- 
cess is  repeated  until  the  committee 
votes  unanimously  for  the  man  of 
:he  year.  This  is  a  slow  process 
Decause  each  member  of  the 
committee  does  not  know  how  the 
Dther  members  of  the  committee 
lave  voted." 

The  Churchman  of  the  Year  Com- 
mittee, after  six  weeks  of  considera- 
tion among  four  individuals,  voted 
unanimously  for  Jack  T.  Everette. 
Jack  T.  Everette,  recipient  of  the 
Churchman  of  the  Year  Award,  was 
born  October  25,  1929,  in  Bath, 
North  Carolina.  His  parents  are  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Millard  Vance  Everette. 
He  was  the  second  of  five  children 
and  is  the  oldest  son.  His  father 
was  taken  ill  when  Jack  was  10 
years  old  and  was  permanently  hos- 
pitalized. During  this  time  he  shared 
the  responsibility  of  helping  his 
mother  tend  the  farm.  It  was  his 
responsibility  to  sit  with  the  tobacco 
barns  at  nights  during  the  harvest- 
ing season.  Most  of  these  evenings 
were  spent  reading  by  lantern  light. 

Jack  attended  the  Pantego  School 


from  grade  school  through  high 
school.  During  his  high  schooldays, 
he  played  baseball  and  basketball. 
During  his  senior  year,  Jack  was 
captain  of  the  team.  The  main  rival 
of  Pantego  High  School  was  Swan 
Quarter  High  School.  The  girl  that 
he  was  to  later  marry  was  the  head 
cheerleader  of  the  Swan  Quarter 
High  School  cheerleading  team. 

Jack  T.  Everette  made  a  pro- 
fession of  faith  when  he  was  15 
years  old  and  joined  the  Free  Union 
Free  Will  Baptist  Church  in  Pine- 
town,  North  Carolina.  He  was  active 
in  church  work  during  this  period 
of  his  life  at  Free  Union  church. 
As  he  had  no  means  of  transporta- 
tion, he  and  his  brothers  and  sisters 
walked  three  miles  to  Sunday  school. 
His  membership  remained  in  his 
home  church  until  1954,  at  which  time 
he  and  his  family  united  with  the  First 
Free  Will  Baptist  Church  in  Kinston. 

In  the  fall  of  1949,  he  enrolled  in 
North  Carolina  State  College.  Due 
to  the  large  influx  of  returning 
soldiers  at  the  end  of  World  War 
II,  it  was  difficult  to  find  a  job 
to  help  him  finish  college.  There- 
fore, he  enlisted  in  the  Army  with 
the  intention  of  completing  his  edu- 
cation on  the  GI  bill.  On  January 
6,  1952,  he  married  the  former  Jean 
Marlene  Jennette.  While  stationed 
in  Petaluma,  California,  their 
daughter,  Cynthia  Lou,  was  born 
October  30,  1952.  Their  son,  Jack 
Jr.,  was  born  in  1955.  Jack  is 
presently  employed  by  E.  I.  DuPont 
and  works  in  the  department  of 
management. 

In  the  church,  Jack  has  worked 
diligently  and  long  with  the  Boy 
Scouts  and  the  Explorer  Post.  He 
is  still  Explorer  Post  Advisor  with 
the  Post  that  meets  every  Monday 
night  in  his  garage.  He  was  or- 
dained as  a  deacon  in  the  church  in 
1961.  Some  of  the  offices  he  has 
held  are:  chairman  of  the  Board 
of  Deacons,  church  clerk,  assistant 
church  clerk,  chairman  of  the  Needs 
Committee  (a  committee  created  to 
study  the  needs  of  the  church  for 
future  growth),  and  is  presently  serv- 
ing as  assistant  chairman  of  the 
Board  of  Deacons. 

The  qualities  that  the  Churchman 
of  the  Year  Committee  noted  as  their 
reason  for  voting  on  him  are  as 
follows:  (1)  Jack  expresses  an 
attitude  of  care  and  concern  about 
his  church.    (2)    He  lives  with  the 


idea  of  "What  task  can  I  do?" 
Nothing  is  too  simple  or  too  dif- 
ficult for  him  to  undertake.  (3) 
His  concern  not  only  involves  the 
physical  plant,  but  also  the  program 
of  education,  worship,  and  youth 
work.  (4)  His  advice  as  deacon 
reflects  a  concern  for  the  whole 
church  and  its  good  health. 

The  recognition  of  the  Church- 
man of  the  Year  included  a  presenta- 
tion of  a  certificate  of  recognition  and 
presentation  of  a  boutonniere  to  Jack 
and  a  corsage  to  Mrs.  Everette. 
The  general  feeling  of  the  people  of 
the  church  was  that  the  committee 
had  chosen  well. 


DECREASED  WAR  PRISONER'S 
TRANSLATION  WORK  RESUMES 

The  translation  of  the  New  Testa- 
ment into  the  Mnong  Rolom  lan- 
guage of  South  Vietnam,  begun  by  the 
late  Henry  F.  (Hank)  Blood,  Wy- 
cliffe  translator,  was  resumed  by  his 
widow  this  spring.  Evangeline  Blood 
is  now  translating  the  Gospel  of  Luke, 
assisted  by  Y.  Tang  Hmok,  the  only 
Mnong  Rolom  to  come  to  Christ 
through  her  husband's  work  with  the 
group.  In  April  the  20-year-old 
Tang,  his  wife,  and  children  travel- 
ed from  Vietnam  to  the  Philippines. 
Mrs.  Blood  returned  to  the  Philip- 
pines in  1972,  hoping  to  resume  Bible 
translation  in  a  language  of  Vietnam 
while  caring  for  the  education  and 
safety  of  her  four  children. 

Hank  Blood  of  Portland,  Oregon, 
was  captured  by  the  North  Viet- 
namese in  Banmethuot,  Vietnam, 
during  the  Tet  offensive  in  February, 
1968.  Not  until  last  year,  with  the 
return  of  fellow  prisoner  United 
States  AID  Advisor  Michael  Benge, 
was  the  fact  of  Blood's  death  con- 
firmed. He  died  July  13,  1968. 
With  the  release  of  No  Time  for 
Tombstones  (Tyndale  House  Publish- 
ers) next  month  the  full  story  of  the 
capture  of  Blood  and  missionary 
nurse  Betty  Olsen  will  be  told.  Jim 
and  Marti  Hefley  are  authors  of  the 
book. 

In  No  Time  for  Tombstones  Betty 
Olsen  is  quoted  as  saying  to  Blood, 
"Maybe  the  Lord  has  a  great  work 
for  Tang  to  do. ' '  Reports  from  Viet- 
nam reveal  that  Tang,  now  a  gradu- 
ate of  Bible  school,  has  been  active 
in  teaching  the  Mnon  g  people  the 
Scriptures.  Now  some  1,300  be- 
lievers are  numbered  among  this 
montagnard  tribe. 


An  executive  is  one  who  makes  an 
immediate  decision  and  is  sometimes 
right. 
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SUNDAY,  JUNE  30 

Scripture  Reading-Colossians  2:7 
The  Best  Translation! 

Four  clergymen  were  discussing 
the  merits  of  various  translations  of 
the  Bible.  One  liked  the  King  James 
Version  best  because  of  its  simple 
beautiful  English. 

Another  liked  the  American  Re- 
vised Version  best  because  it  is  more 
literal  and  comes  nearer  the  orig- 
inal Hebrew  and  Greek. 

Still  another  liked  Moffat's 
translation  best  because  of  its  up- 
to-date  vocabulary. 

The  fourth  minister  was  silent. 
Finally  he  said,  "I  like  my  mother's 
translation  best.  She  translated  it 
into  life,  and  it  was  the  most  con- 
vincing translation  I  ever  saw." 
-N.  E.  A.  News  Bulletin. 

Prayer  Thought 
The  examples  we  set  with  our 
lives  are  more  impressive  than  any 
amount  of  literature  one  might  read. 
Even  so,  it  would  be  well  for  the 
person  setting  the  example  to  have 
read  the  proper  literature. 

MONDAY, JULY  1 

Scripture  Reading-Titus  2:7,  8 
Revealing  Christ 
"Not  merely  in  the  words  you  say, 

Not  only  in  your  deeds  confessed, 
But   in  the  most  unconscious  way 

Is  Christ  expressed. 

"For  me  'twas  not  the  truth  you 
taught , 

To  you  so  clear,  to  me  so  dim, 
But  when  you  came  to  me  you  brought 
A  sense  of  Him. 

"And  from  your  eyes  He  beckons 
me, 

And  from  your  heart  His  love  is 
shed, 

Till   I   lose  sight  of  you  and  see 
The  Christ  instead." 

-Selected. 

Prayer  Thought 
When  we  truly  love  God  that  love 
shows    in  all  our  actions  through 


life,  no  matter  how  trivial.  A  lov- 
ing heart  is  able  to  surmount  many 
obstacles,  or  at  least  endure  them. 

TUESDAY,  JULY  2 

Scripture  Reading-Job  34:31 
God's  Plus  Sign 

A  crowd  of  university  students 
were  coming  home  from  an  evening  of 
so-called  pleasure.  Their  drunken 
leader  noticed  on  the  steeple  of  a 
church  a  cross,  illuminated  by  the 
moonlight.  Suddenly  he  shouted,  "Ye 
mathematicians,  look  at  God's  plus 
sign!"  One  of  those  students  could 
not  sleep  that  night.  Toward  morning 
he  stepped  into  the  leader's  room, 
and  said  that  the  vision  of  the  Cross 
as  God's  plus  sign-the  symbol  of  His 
abundant  love  for  mankind-had  made 
him  decide  to  uphold  that  Cross. 
Seven  others  of  those  university 
men  followed  in  his  steps. 
-Watchman  -  Examiner . 

Prayer  Thought 
It  is  not  necessary  to  be  a  mathe- 
matician to  realize  the  sum  total  of 
God's  benefits  in  our  lives.  Look 
around  us,  His  love  and  goodness  is 
self-evident. 

WEDNESDAY,  JULY  3 

Scripture  Reading-Psalm  8:2 
Just  Like  God 

A  little  girl  was  reading  with  her 
mother  in  the  New  Testament,  and 
this  was  one  of  the  verses  of  the 
chapter:  "For  God  so  loved  the 
world,  that  he  gave  his  only  begotten 
Son,  that  whosoever  believeth  in  him 
should  not  perish,  but  have  ever- 
lasting life"  (John  3:16).  Stopping 
for  a  moment  in  the  reading,  her 
mother  asked,  "Don't  you  think  it  is 
wonderful? ' ' 

The  girl ,  looking  surprised,  said, 
"  No . "  The  mother ,  somewhat  aston  - 
ished,  repeated  the  question,  so  the 
little  girl  said,  "Why  no.  It  would  be 
wonderful  if  it  were  anybody  else, 
Mother.  But  it  is  really  just  like 
God.  "-War  Cry. 

Prayer  Thought 
Often  we  overlook  goodness  in 
people  because  they  have  always 
been  so  kind  that  it  is  expected 
of  them.  It  is  the  same  way  with 
God:  we  know  how  kind  He  is  and 
we  tend  to  take  Him  for  granted. 

THURSDAY,  JULY  4 

Scripture  Reading-Psalm  33:12 
"Lord,  Teach  America  to  Pray!" 
And  as  her  flag  unfurls  on  high 
Its  starry  splendor  to  the  sky, 
May  we,  in  grateful  thanks  to  thee 
Who  gave  to  us  this  land  so  free, 
Preserve  her  freedom  in  thy  way. 
Lord,  teach  America  to  pray! 


May  our  good  land  be  true  and  just, 
Her  motto  e'er  "In  God  We  Trust." 
May  she  be  guided  by  thy  Word, 
Thy  wisdom  in  her  halls  be  heard.  ; 
May  all  who  love  her  plead  today, 
Lord,  teach  America  to  pray! 

-Selected. 

Prayer  Thought 
May  our  sincere  prayer  be  that  the 
leaders  of  our  country  be  Christian 
men  and  women  dedicated  to  the  [ 
original  precepts  of  our  Constitution.  ^ 


FRIDAY,  JULY  5 

Scripture  Reading-Psalm  133:1 
How  to  Have  Peace 

The  Chinese  have  a  good  proverb, 
and  it   is  corroborated  by  James 
4:1.     "If  there  is  righteousness  in 
the  heart,  there  will  be  beauty  in  thei 
character.    If  there  be  beauty  in  the 
character,  there  will  be  harmony  in 
the  home.    If  there  be  harmony  inj 
the  home,  there  will  be  order  in  the 
nation.    When  there  is  order  in  the 
nation,  there  will  be  peace  in  the 
world.  "-Power. 

Prayer  Thought 
To  regain  order  in  our  nation  we 
must  all  pray  diligently  and  every- 
one do  their  utmost  to  become  faith- 
ful Christians  and  patriotic  Ameri- 
cans. 


SATURDAY,  JULY  6 

Scripture  Reading-Matthew  16:26 
What  Good  Is  It? 

It  is  recorded  of  one  of  America's 
richest  men,  that  before  he  died 
he  said  to  a  friend:  "I  don't  see 
what  good  it  does  me-all  this  money 
that  you  say  is  mine.  I  can't  eat 
it,  can't  spend  it;  in  fact,  I  never 
saw  it,  and  never  had  it  in  my  hand 
for  a  moment.  I  dress  no  better 
than  my  private  secretary,  and  cannot 
eat  as  much  as  my  coachman.  I 
live  in  a  big  servants'  boarding  house, 
have  dyspepsia,  cannot  drink  cham- 
pagne, and  most  of  my  money  is  in 
the  hands  of  others,  who  use  it 
mainly  for  their  own  benefit."  This 
is  the  testimony  of  one  who  put  his 
treasure  in  "a  bag  with  holes." 
-Selected. 

Prayer  Thought 
The  hope  of  our  salvation  does  not 
depend  on  what  we  are  able  to  eat 
or  drink  or  wear.  Our  salvation 
is  to  be  based  on  our  love  of  God 
and  our  choice  of  banks  in  which  to 
store  our  treasures. 

(Devotions   used  by  permission 
Knight's   Master  Book  of  New  II  J 
lustrations,  Eerdmans  Press.) 
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)tter's  Creek  to 
iponsor  Gospel  Sing 

There  will  be  a  gospel  sing  at 
Dtter's  Creek  Free  Will  Baptist 
Church,  Route  1,  Macclesfield,  Sat- 
irday  night,  June  29,  beginning  at 
':30  and  continuing  until  - 

The  featured  singing  groups  will 
»e  "The  Young  Christians"  from 
!now  Hill,  "The  Liberty  Trio"  from 
armville,  and  "The  Gospel -Lites" 
rom  Pinetops.  During  the  program 
free-will  offering  will  be  taken 
or  the  benefit  of  the  Children's 
tome  of  Middlesex. 

The  Rev.  Ralph  Aycock,  pastor  of 
he  church,  and  the  entire  church 
nembership  extend  to  everyone  an 
nvitation  to  attend  and  enjoy  some 
«x>d  gospel  singing. 


felverton's  Grove  to  Host 
!ape  Fear  Union  Meeting 
The  Union  Meeting  of  the  Cape 
ear  Conference  will  convene  on 
Saturday  morning,  June  29,  with  the 
felverton's  Grove  Free  Will  Bap- 
ist    Church,    Route   3,  Smithfield 
ist    Church,    Route  3,  Smithfield, 
torth  Carolina.  The  moderator,  the 
iev.  C.  Felton  Godwin,  will  preside. 
The   local  church  pianist  and  or- 
anist  will  play  for  this  service. 
There  will  only  be  a  morning  session 
is  follows: 

0 : 00-Hymn ,  Congregation 

-Devotions,  Alton  Howard 
-Welcome,  the  Rev.  CM.  Coats 
-Response,    the    Rev.  Henry 

Armstrong 
0:15-Enrollment   of   Officers  and 

Ministers 
-Recognition  of  Visitors 
-Reading  of  Minutes 
-Appointment  of  Committees 
-Roll  Call  of  Churches 
-Report     of  Denominational 

Enterprises 
-Miscellaneous  Business 
l:15-Hymn,  Congregation 

-Special    Music,  Yelverton's 

Grove  Church 
-Offering 

-Message,  the  Rev.  John  Gil- 
liland 

2:00-Report  of  Treasurer 
-Unfinished  Business 
-Adjournment  and  Benediction 


-Lunch 
ship 


and  Christian  Fellow- 


Second  Western  Union  and 
Sunday  School  Convention 

The  Second  Union  Meeting  and  the 
Sunday  School  Convention  of  the 
Western  Conference  will  convene 
with  Free  Union  Free  Will  Baptist 
Church,  Route  2,  Spring  Hope,  Sat- 
urday afternoon  and  evening,  June 
29.  The  theme  for  the  Sunday 
School  Convention  will  be  "God's 
Grace,"  with  Scripture  taken  from 
Ephesians  1:3.  The  programs  are 
as  follows: 

Union   Meeting,   Afternoon  Session 

5:30-Hymn,  Congregation 
-Welcome,  Host  Church 
-Response,  Mount  Zion  Church 
-Devotions,  Mrs.  Nancy  Duncan 
-Moderator's     Remarks,  the 

Rev.  H.  C.  Morgan 
-Appointment    of  Committees 
-Reading  of  Minutes,  Clerk 
-Treasurer's  Report 
-Roll   Call  of  Churches  and 

Ministers,  Clerk 
-Denominational  Reports 
-Offering  for  Superannuation 
-Hymn,  Congregation 
-Business  Session 
-Special    Music,    Free  Union 

Youth  Choir 
-Message,    the  Rev.  Charles 

Morgan 

7:00-Benediction  and  Adjournment 
Sunday  School  Convention 
Evening  Session 

7:30-Song  Service 

-Devotions,  Mrs.  Colman  Ed- 
wards 

-Welcome,  Free  Union  Sunday 
School 

-Response,     Rosebud  Sunday 
School 

-Appointment  of  Committees 
-Offering    for   Cragmont  As- 
sembly 
-Business  Session 
-Report  of  Cragmont  Assembly 
-Awarding     of     Banner  and 

Trophy 
-Adjournment 


Spring  Hope  to  Host  Fifth 
Union  of  Eastern  Conference 

The  Fifth  Union  District  Meeting 


of  the  Eastern  Conference  will  con- 
vene with  Spring  Hope  Free  Will 
Baptist  Church,  Route  6,  New  Bern, 
Saturday,  June  29,  beginning  at  ten 
o'clock.  There  will  only  be  a  morn- 
ing session  as  follows: 
Opening  Hymn 

Welcome,  the  Rev.  Preston  Haddock, 

Host  Pastor 
Response,  Mr.  Hermond  Ireland 
Hymn 

Devotions,  Mr.  Larry  Higgins 
President's  Remarks,  the  Rev.  Billy 

Twiddy 
Offering 

Roll  Call  of  Ministers  and  Officers 
Appointment  of  Committees 
Receiving  of  Church  Reports 
Committees  Retire  to  Get  Reports 
Report    of    Denominational  Enter- 
prises 
Business  Session 
Report  of  Committees 
Special  Music 

Report  of  Obituary  Committee 
Hymn 

Message,  the  Rev.  Raymond Hardi son 
with  the  Rev.  James  Howard, 
Alternate 

Closing  Hymn 

Benediction 

Lunch 


Second  Union  and  Sunday  School 
Convention  of  Central  Conference 
The  Second  Union  Meeting  and  the 
Sunday  School  Convention  of  the 
Central  Conference  will  convene 
Sunday,  June  30,  at  3  p.  m.,  with  the 
Elm  Grove  Free  Will  Baptist  Church, 
Route  2,  Ayden.  All  churches  and 
Sunday  schools  of  the  Second  Union 
are  urged  to  be  represented. 


It  is  good  to  pick  your  friends,  but 
please  do  not  pick  them  to  pieces. 


Church  Furniture 

PEWS  -  PULPITS  -  ALTARS 
FONTS—  SCREENS  -  LECTERNS 
READING  STANDS  -  CHAIRS 
TABLES  -  OFFERING  PLATES 

Free  Estimates  and  Planning 

For  information  write 

Free  Will  Baptist 
Press 

P.  0.  Box  158 
Ayden,  N.  C.  28513 
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ATTENTION,  AUXILIARY 
PRESIDENTS! 

Mrs.  N.  B.  Barrow  Sr.,  compiler 
of  our  program  book  DEVOTION,  in 
her  1974  Forward,  says:  "May  we 
strive  to  grow  in  the  knowledge  of 
God  and  accept  the  challenge  to  make 
Christ  a  living  person  to  all  women. 
May  we  help  all  women  to  know  and 
believe  that  Christ  loves,  reaches 
out,  guides,  and  strengthens  all  who 
have  faith  in  Him." 

I  pray  that  during  this  convention 
year  we  will  accept  this  challenge 
and  strive  through  every  phase  of  our 
women's  work  to  "make  Christ  a 
living  person  to  ALL  women."  Surely 
the  real  joy  and  blessing  will  be 
ours  as  we  accept  this  challenge. 

We  were  very  happy  to  announce 
at  the  state  Auxiliary  Convention  that 
the  freezer  for  the  Children's  Home 
was  paid  for.  We  voted  to  adopt 
as  our  project  for  1974-75  the  air- 
conditioning  of  the  Memorial  Chapel 
at  the  Children's  Home.  I  know 
you  will  respond  as  you  did  for  the 
freezer  and  this  need  will  be  met. 

Our  foreign  mission  project  will 
remain  the  same:  $3,000  to  be 
equally  divided  among  Mrs.  Tim- 
mons,  Mrs.  Link,  and  Mrs.  Jones. 
Your  contribution  asked  for  will  be 
the  same:    $20  from  each  auxiliary. 

We  did  adopt  a  project  of  $1,500 
for  home  missions.  We  know  that  a 
good  home  mission  program  will 
give  more  support  to  our  foreign 
mission  program.  We  grow 
spiritually  as  we  recognize  the  need 
to  carry  the  gospel  message  at  home 
and  abroad,  and  when  we  meet  that 
need.  A  contribution  of  $10  from 
each  auxiliary  will  take  care  of  this 
need. 

I  recently  received  a  letter  from 
Dr.  Raper  thanking  us  for  the  com- 
pletion of  our  organ  project  and 
thanking  us  for  undertaking  the  proj- 
ect of  carpeting  the  chapel  at  Mount 
Olive  College.  We  need  to  get  busy 
on  this  because  the  chapel  will  soon 
be  ready  for  laying  the  carpet.  Each 
auxiliary  is  asked  to  send  $20  on 
this  project. 

This  letter  to  you  outlines  our 
goals  for  the  year.  However,  above 
everything,  we  must  accept  the  chal- 


lenge to  make  Christ  a  living  per- 
son to  all  women;  then,  mission 
funds,  air-conditioning  funds,  and 
carpeting  funds  will  all  be  taken 
care  of. 

The  state  executive  board  wants 
to  help  you  in  your  auxiliary  work. 
Please  contact  us  if  we  can  be  of 
service  to  you.  You  will  find  the 
addresses  in  your  state  minutes  and 
DEVOTION  program  book. 

Looking  forward  to  seeing  many  of 
you  at  Cragmont  Woman's  Con- 
ference and  may  God  bless  each  of 
us  as  we  all  work  together  to  promote 
and  extend  His  kingdom's  work  until 
the  day  of  His  return. 

Ruby  H.  Hancock,  State  President 


SMITH'S  NEW  HOME 
"WOMAN  OF  THE  YEAR" 

Mrs.  J.  W.  Smith,  President 

Proverbs  31:10-12,  25-28,  30 
states:  "Who  can  find  a  virtuous 
woman?  For  her  price  is  far  above 
rubies.  The  heart  of  her  husband 
doth  safely  trust  in  her,  so  that  he 
shall  have  no  need  of  spoil.  She 
will  do  him  good  and  not  evil  all 
the  days  of  her  life.  .  .  .  Strength 
and  honour  are  her  clothing;  and 
she  shall  rejoice  in  time  to  come. 
She  openeth  her  mouth  with  wisdom; 
and  in  her  tongue  is  the  law  of 
kindness.  She  looketh  well  to  the 
ways  of  her  household,  and  eateth 
not  the  bread  of  idleness.  Her 
children  arise  up,  and  call  her 
blessed;  her  husband  also,  and  he 
praiseth  her.  .  .  .  Favor  is  deceitful, 
and  beauty  is  vain:  but  a  woman 
that  feareth  the  LORD,  she  shall  be 
praised." 

We,  the  members  of  Smith's  New 
Home  Woman's  Auxiliary,  Deep  Run, 
feel  we  have  such  a  woman  as  a 
member  of  our  auxiliary  and  nomi  - 
nate  her,  Oma  Caroline  Howard  Hill, 
as  our  Woman  of  the  Year. 

Mrs.  Oma  was  born  September  2, 
1907,  to  the  late  Kit  and  Laura  Stroud 
Howard.  Being  one  of  twelve  children 
and  living  on  a  farm  meant  working 
closely  together  for  long  hours  to 
obtain  a  livelihood.  Along  with 
brothers,  sisters,  and  neighborhood 


children,  she  walked  about  three* 
miles  each  day  to  attend  Tyndall 
Elementary  School,  and  even  farther: 
to  catch  the  bus  for  high  school. 
Tyndall  Elementary  School  was  also  I 
used  as  the  gathering  place  for  a  I 
Free  Will  Baptist  Sunday  school. 
The  Howard  family  attended  these 
services  by  mule  and  cart. 

At  the  age  of  sixteen,  Mrs.  Oma 
married  a  neighborhood  boy,  Jesse 
Grainger  Hill.  Their  first  home 
together  was  in  Kinston.  Later 
they  moved  to  Duplin  County  for  a 
few  years,  then  back  to  the  Nobles 
Mill  area  in  Lenoir  County.  Wher- 
ever they  lived,  they  were  active  in 
a  Free  Will  Baptist  church.  To  this 
union  were  born  five  children-two 
girls  and  three  boys.  They; 
unselfishly  reared  them  in  the  love 
and  fear  of  the  Lord,  instilling  with- 
in them  "any  job  worth  doing  is, 
worth  doing  well." 

Mrs.  Oma  used  her  earlier  home 
training  to  utilize  everything  in  the 
most  profitable  way.  She  made  most  j 
of  the  family  clothing,  as  well  as 
curtains  and  quilts  for  her  home. 
She  did  her  housework  and  worked 
side -by -side  with  the  family  in  the^ 
gardens  and  fields.     There  never 
seemed  to  be  a  task  too  small  or' 
large  for  Mrs.  Oma  to  tackle.  Her 
own  sons  and  several  boys  in  the; 
community  knew  her  as  their  barber. , 
Even  now,  she  never  lets  anything; 
go  to  waste  in  the  garden.  She  always: 
finds  someone  who  enjoys  the  fresh  i 
vegetables,  usually  after  she  gathers; 
them. 

As  her  children  were  growing  up, , 
her   home   was   a  gathering  place? 
for  the  neighborhood  children,  who: 
remember  her  love  and  kindness,, 
as   well   as  the  many  treats  she} 
shared  with  them.    Her  home  has; 
always     been     open    to    pastors, , 
evangelists,  girls  and  boys  from  the; 
Children's  Home,  and  to  anyone  need- 
ing  a  hot  meal  or  lodging.  She; 
lovingly  opened  her  home  and  cared  i 
for    her  aged  mother.     Now,  her 
home  is  not  only  a  gathering  place 
for  her  children,  but  also  for  brothers 
and  sisters  who  live  outside  the 
community. 

Throughout  the  years,  she  has  been 
instrumental  in  involving  neighbor- 
hood children  in  church  activities. 
Mrs.  Oma  never  learned  to  drive,  but 
after  inviting  and  encouraging 
children,  she  and  Mr.  Grainger  would 
go  by  and  take  them  to  the  services. 

Mrs.  Oma  has  served  her  church 
and  auxiliary  in  many  capacities. 
She  has  taught  in  Sunday  school, 
Bible  school,  and  league.  For  several 
years  she  was  a  member  of  the 
choir.  Many  times  she  represented 
her  church  at  conventions  and  con- 
(Continued  on  Page  15) 
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I "Gifts  to  Moye  Library 
Gifts  to  Moye   Library   during  the 
onth  of  April,  1974,  totaled  $442,  and 
/ere  as  follows: 

In  Memory  Of 
Mrs.  Ophus  Bailey  by  Mr.  James  A. 
iowan,  Thibodaux,  Louisiana. 
Mrs.  A.  B.  Bryan  by  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Jack 
.  Everett,  Kinston,  North  Carolina,-  Dr. 
nd  Mrs.  W.  Burkette  Raper,  Mount  Olive, 
Jorth  Carolina;  and  Mr.  and  Mrs.  A. 
tanley  Jenkins,  Kinston,  North  Carolina. 

Mr.  Linwood  Noah  Branch  by  Fidelis 
ilass,  Reedy  Branch  Free  Will  Baptist 
Ihurch,  Winterville,  North  Carolina. 

Mrs.  Ruby  Barbrey  by  Gene  Mercer, 
Aount  Olive,  North  Carolina. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Jeff  Brown  by  Fifth 
Jnion  Meeting,  Eastern  Conference,  New 
tern,  North  Carolina. 

Mr.  N.  Ernest  Bissette  by  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
asper  Hare,  Day  Circle,  Woman's  Auxil- 
ary,  Pleasant  Grove  Free  Will  Baptist 
Church,  Pleasant  Grove  Free  Will  Baptist 
Church,  and  Sunday  School,  Pleasant 
Brove  Free  Will  Baptist  Church,  Pikeville, 
^Jorth  Carolina. 

Mrs.  Julia  Davis  by  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
lames  B.  Hunt,  Lucama,  North  Carolina. 

Mr.  Luther  S.  Davis  by  Powell  Bible 
Ilass,  First  Free  Will  Baptist  Church, 
>mithfield,  North  Carolina. 

Mrs.  Maggie  W.  Daniel  by  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
lames  B.  Hunt,  Lucama,  North  Carolina. 

Mr.  Peter  Ettesen  by  Dr.  and  Mrs.  W. 
iurkette  Raper,  Mount  Olive,  North  Caro- 
ina. 

Mr.  Herman  Grubbs  by  Mr.  Eugene  M. 
Sumner,  Raleigh,  North  Carolina;  Mr.  and 
V\rs.  A.  Stanley  Jenkins,  Kinston,  North 
larolina,-  Youth  Fellowship  Auxiliary, 
Yelverton  Grove  Free  Will  Baptist  Church, 
Smithfield,  North  Carolina;  AFC  and  YFA, 
Marsh  Swamp  Free  Will  Baptist  Church, 
Sims,  North  Carolina;  and  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Quentin  Lamm,  Wilson,  North  Carolina. 

Mr.  S.  Clayton  Headford  by  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Ray  R.  Warwick,  Newton  Grove, 
North  Carolina. 


Mrs.  Beatrice  Lawrence  by  Mr.  Gary 
Fenton  Barefoot,  Mount  Olive,  North 
Carolina. 

Mrs.  Mildred  H.  Mallard  by  Dr.  and 
Mrs.  W.  Burkette  Raper,  Mount  Olive, 
North  Carolina;  The  Rev.  and  Mrs.  Earl 
Glenn,  Goldsboro,  North  Carolina;  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Jarman  Becton,  Kinston,  North 
Carolina;  Mr.  and  Mrs.  J.  M.  Hill,  New 
Bern,  North  Carolina;  and  Miss  Margaret 
Carol  Banks  and  Mr.  Clyde  Banks,  Tren- 
ton, North  Carolina. 

Mrs.  Emma  Mallard  by  the  Grover 
Mallard  Family,  New  Bern,  North  Caro- 
lina. 

Mrs.  Pearl  S.  Mercer  by  Cabin  Wom- 
an's Auxiliary,  Cabin  Free  Will  Baptist 
Church,  Beulaville,  North  Carolina. 

Mr.  Marvin  Lee  Moore  by  Dawson's 
Grove  Free  Will  Baptist  Church,  Scot- 
land Neck,  North  Carolina. 

Mr.  Hubert  T.  Neal  Jr.  by  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
James  B.  Hunt,  Lucama,  North  Carolina. 

Mr.  Alex  Rodgers  by  Mr.  and  Mrs.  R. 
R.  Warwick,  Newton  Grove,  North  Caro- 
lina. 

Mrs.  Minnie  Summerlin  by  Dr.  and 
Mrs.  W.  Burkette  Raper,  Woman's  Auxil- 
iary, Rooty  Branch  Free  Will  Baptist 
Church,  and  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Marcus  C.  S. 
Cherry,  Mount  Olive,  North  Carolina. 

Mrs.  Irene  Summerlin  by  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
R.  S.  Williams,  Mount  Olive,  North  Caro- 
lina. 

Mr.  Arthur  Bryan  Sanders  by  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Jimmy  J.  Sanders,  Parkton,  North 
Carolina. 

Mr.  Nathan  L.  Tadlock  by  Dr.  and  Mrs. 
W.  Burkette  Raper,  Mount  Olive,  North 
Carolina. 

Mrs.  Florence  Turner  by  Mrs.  Viola  M. 
Blizzard,  Deep  Run,  North  Carolina. 

Mrs.  Annie  W.  Vernon  by  Woman's 
Auxiliary,  Cabin  Free  Will  Baptist  Church, 
Beulaville,  North  Carolina;  Dr.  Hervy  B. 
Kornegay  Sr.,  Mount  Olive,  North  Caro- 
lina,- Ladies  Adult  Sunday  School  Class, 
Bethel  Free  Will  Baptist  Church,  Four 
Oaks,  North  Carolina;  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Er- 
nest M.  Allen,  Four  Oaks,  North  Carolina,- 


Mr.  and  Mrs.  James  W.  Batchelor,  Rich- 
lands,  North  Carolina;  and  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
James  B.  Hunt,  Lucama,  North  Carolina. 

Mrs.  Ellen  Vann  Warren  by  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Howard  L.  Turner,  Tulsa,  Oklahoma; 
Dr.  and  Mrs.  W.  Burkette  Raper,  Mount 
Olive,  North  Carolina,-  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Al- 
bert F.  Peterson,  Coral  Gables,  Florida. 

Mr.  William  M.  Wells  by  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
James  B.  Hunt,  Lucama,  North  Carolina. 

Mrs.  Lola  Daughtry  Westbrook  by  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Ray  R.  Warwick,  Newton  Grove, 
North  Carolina. 

Mrs.  Verdie  H.  Whitford  by  Miss  Jean 
Fillingame,  Mount  Olive,  North  Carolina. 
In  Honor  Of 

Mrs.  Pearl  Bass  by  YFA,  Pleasant  Hill 
Free  Will  Baptist  Church,  Pikeville,  North 
Carolina. 

Mr.  Clarence  Bunn  by  YFA,  Pleasant 
Hill  Free  Will  Baptist  Church,  Pikeville, 
North  Carolina. 

Mr.  Edgar  Dixon  by  YFA,  Pleasant  Hill 
Free  Will  Baptist  Church,  Pikeville,  North 
Carolina. 

The  Rev.  and  Mrs.  R.  N.  Hinnant  by 
Woman's  Auxiliary,  Rock  Springs  Free 
Will  Baptist  Church,  Bailey,  North  Caro- 
lina. 

Mr.  Rudolph  Howell  by  YFA,  Pleasant 
Hill  Free  Will  Baptist  Church,  Pikeville, 
North  Carolina. 

Mrs.  Maude  Rollins  by  YFA,  Pleasant 
Hill  Free  Will  Baptist  Church,  Pikeville, 
North  Carolina. 

Mrs.  Hettie  Sasser  by  YFA,  Pleasant 
Hill  Free  Will  Baptist  Church,  Pikeville, 
North  Carolina. 

Gifts 

Mrs.  J.  T.  Wilson,  New  Bern,  North 
Carolina. 


GOD  SPEAKS  TO  US 
by  Alvena  Hallett 
New  Glasgow,  N.  S. 

God   speaks  to  us  in  many  ways: 
The  morning  dew,  the  sun's  bright 
rays,  .  .  . 
The  silent  stars,  the  silvery  moon, 
And  all  the  lovely  flowers 
that  bloom. 

Raindrops  as  they  gently  fall, 

The  stormy  waves,  the  sea  gull's 
call,  .  .  . 

The   loving   kindness   of  a  friend, 
The  letters  folks  take  time 
to  send. 

The   beauty   of  the  autumn  trees, 
The      softest     whisper     of  a 
breeze.  .  .  . 
In   joy  and  sorrow,  loss  or  gain, 
In  glowing  health  or  hours 
of  pain. 
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Joseph  Ingram 
Director-  Treasurer 


MISSIONS 


The  Links  Write 

Dear  Boys  and  Girls, 

Isn't  it  wonderful  to  know  that 
God  loves  you?  We  are  so  happy 
when  we  are  teaching  boys  and  girls 
about  Jesus,  and  how  that  He  died 
to  save  them! 

Where  we  live  (Quemado,  pro- 
nounced K- ma -doe),  Texas,  it  is  very 
hot  and  dry,  although  it  only  takes 
about  5  to  10  minutes  to  walk  down 
to  the  beautiful  Rio  Grand  River, 
behind  our  houses.  Just  on  the 
other  side  of  the  river  is  another 
country,  Mexico. 

The  children  there  act  and  feel 
very  much  like  you  do.  They  play 
and  laugh,  and  run  and  have  a  good 
time.  They  go  barefooted  a  lot, 
and  most  of  their  clothes  are  too 
big  or  too  little,  or  very  old  and 
faded.  When  they  go  to  eat  lunch, 
they  usually  eat  a  type  of  flat  corn- 
bread,  called  tortillas.  Sometimes 
these  are  used  in  place  of  silver- 
ware-like a  scoop-with  beans  or 
cactus  or  goat  meat. 

When  they  sing  ' '  Jesus  Loves  Me , ' ' 
they  sing  "Cristo  me  ama"  (they 
speak  Spanish-not  English).  The 
sad  thing  is  that  many  of  these  boys 
and  girls  can't  sing  this  song  at 
all.  They  do  not  know  about  Jesus. 
They  have  lots  of  silly  fears  (super- 
stitions) and  are  very  empty  feeling 
and  unhappy  inside.  How  wonderful 
when  someone  tells  them  that  Jesus 
loves  them  and  that  they  can  be  saved 
and   go   to  heaven  when  they  die. 

Unless  someone  (like  you  and  us) 
tells  these  boys  and  girls  and  their 
mamas  and  daddies  about  Jesus,  they 
will  be  lost  forever.  Will  you  pray 
for  these  people,  that  someone  will 
go  and  tell  them  the  gospel  story? 
Will  you  give  yourselves  to  God  as 
missionaries  when  you  grow  older? 
Not  only  do  people  in  Mexico  need 
to  know  about  Jesus,  but  also,  peo- 
ple in  other  countries. 

You  can  begin  being  a  missionary 
right  now,  where  you  are.  I'm  sure 
there  are  other  boys  and  girls  that 
you  know  of  that  aren't  in  Bible 
school  today  and  don't  go  to  Sunday 
school.  Pray  for  them;  bring  them 
in!  Oh,  how  God  will  bless  you  when 
you  work  for  Him!  A  special  mes- 
sage from  God  is  found  in  Mark 
16:15  and  in  Romans  10:14, 15.  Read 


these  and  see  what  God  says;  then, 
do   it   in  the  power  of  the  Lord! 

Bye  now,  and  may  the  Lord  bless 
you. 

Love, 
The  Links 
P.  S.    Hope  you  have  a  good  Bible 
school! 


NEWS  FROM  THE  BIBLE 
INSTITUTE  IN  QUEMADO, 
TEXAS 


On  Tuesday,  May  27,  Jimmy  Tim- 
mons  graduated  from  junior  high  to 
the  ninth  grade.  He  was  one  out  of 
a  class  of  approximately  350  students 
from  the  Eagle  Pass  Junior  High 
School.  Here  he  stands  on  the  front 
lawn  at  the  Free  Will  Baptist  In- 
stitute just  before  the  Timmons 
family  left  for  the  ceremony. 


The  children's  Sunday  school  class 
taught  by  Mrs.  Mattie  Link  at  the 
Bible   Institute  had  a  meeting  the 


third  Tuesday  night  in  May.  What 
a  time!  They  play  games  such  as 
"London  Bridge,"  "Red  Rover," 
"The  Farmer  in  the  Dell,"  and 
"Two  Deep."  After  this  they  all 
assembled  in  the  chapel  to  sing 
choruses  and  hear  a  devotion  on 
"The  One  That  Was  Different-Je- 
sus."  Some  of  these  children  were 
invited  guests  and  do  not  attend  Sun- 
day school  anywhere.  What  a  need! 
Pray  for  these  young  people. 

At  least  none  or  ten  of  these  boys 
and  girls  pictured  above  have  re- 
ceived Christ  as  their  Saviour  at 
Sunday  school  at  the  Good  News 
Bible  Club  during  the  past  year. 


Mr.  and  Mrs.  Vance  Link  Sr. 
from  Creedmoor,  North  Carolina, 
visited  their  son  and  his  family  at 
the  Bible  Institute  in  Quemado  for 
two  and  one -half  weeks  during  May. 
Mattie  and  Vance  Jr.,  and  especially) 
their  son  Paul,  certainly  enjoyed 
having  them  for  a  visit.  Their 
stay  seemed  much  too  short.  Paul 
really  missed  their  walks  together 
and  his  outdoor  play  after  they  left. 


WANTED:  HUNDRED  MEN 

John  Wesley  said,  "Give  me  a 
hundred  men  who  fear  nothing  but 
sin,  and  desire  nothing  but  God,  and 
I  will  shake  the  world:  I  care 
not  a  straw  whether  they  be  clergy- 
men or  laymen;  and  such  alone  will 
overthrow  the  kingdom  of  Satan  and 
build  up  the  kingdom  of  God  on  earth. ' ' 
-The  Preacher's  Magazine. 


WHEN  TO  STOP  BORING 

Beneath  a  glass  atop  a  pulpit  which 
Dr.  Walter  Wilson  approached  to 
bring  a  message  occurred  these 
wise  words  of  wisdom,  "If  after  ten 
minutes  you  don't  strike  oil,  Quit 
boring!  "-W.  B.  K. 
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BIBLE 


QUESTIONS 

and 
ANSWERS 


Conducted  by  J.  P.  BARROW 
Route  1,  Box  475,  LaGrange,  North  Carolina  28551 


Question:  What  all  is  involved  in 
being  a  Fundamentalist  as  a  Christ 
jeliever? 

Answer:  Webster's  New  Collegiate 
Dictionary  says:  "Fundamentalism: 
a)  A  recent  movement  in  American 
Protestantism  reemphasizing  as  fun- 
damental to  Christianity  belief  in 
;he  inerrancy  of  the  Scriptures,  bib- 
lical miracles,  especially  the  virgin 
birth  and  physical  resurrection  of 
Christ,  etc.  (b)  The  beliefs  so  empha- 
sized, (c)  The  state  or  fact  of  being 
an  adherent  of  this  belief." 

In  my  way  of  thinking  a  Funda- 
mentalist is  a  Christian  who  believes, 
acts,  talks,  and  thinks  as  the  Bible 
teaches  us  to.  A  Fundamentalist 
is,  in  the  first  place,  a  person  that 
has  experienced  the  new  birth  as 
JJesus  teaches  in  John  3:3,  5.  Then 
tie  must  be  an  avid  student  of  the 
Bible.  One  may  not  be  a  true 
Fundamentalist  on  second-hand  in- 
formation; that  is,  by  accepting  and 
appropriating  that  which  someone 
else  has  learned  through  studying  the 
Bible  and  praying,  but  must  study 
and  pray  and  appropriate  to  his  own 
belief  and  living.  Again,  he  must  have 
an  established  habit  of  daily  Bible 
reading  and  prayer.  He  must  believe 
in  personal  soul  winning- -the  kind 
Jesus  and  His  disciples  practiced; 
thereby,  he  acts  and  proves  that  he 
believes  as  Jesus  and  His  early 
apostles  did. 

The  true  Fundamentalist  believes 
and  teaches  that  Jesus  Christ  was 
and  is  the  only  begotten  Son  of  God 
miraculously  conceived  and  virgin 
born.  This  is  contrary  to  what  some 
liberals  do.  They  claim  to  believe, 
they  teach  that  the  story  of  the  virgin 
birth  is  a  myth,  and  some  even  go 
so  far  as  to  teach  that  the  sacred 
story  is  a  deliberate  fabrication. 
They  regard  Jesus  as  born  by  natural 
generation,  and  some  go  so  far  as  to 
suggest  that  He  was  born  out  of  wed- 
lock. They  contend  that  even  though 
He  may  have  been  a  remarkable 
person,  He  was  only  a  man.  The 
Jews  of  Jesus'  day  suggested  that  Je- 
sus was  born  in  sin.  It  is  worth- 
while to  consider  Jesus'  reply  to 
these  Jews  that  deride  Him.  "Jesus 


said  unto  them,  If  God  were  your 
Father,  ye  would  love  me:  for  I 
proceeded  forth  and  came  from  God; 
neither  came  I  of  myself,  but  he 
sent  me.  Why  do  ye  not  understand 
my  speech?  even  because  ye  cannot 
hear  my  word.  Ye  are  of  your  father 
the  devil,  and  the  lusts  of  your 
father  ye  will  do.  He  was  a  mur- 
derer from  the  beginning,  and  abode 
not  in  the  truth,  because  there  is  no 
truth  in  him.  When  he  speaketh 
a  lie,  he  speaketh  of  his  own:  for  he 
is  a  liar,  and  the  father  of  it. 
And  because  I  tell  you  the  truth, 
ye  believe  me  not.  Which  of  you 
convinceth  me  of  sin?  And  if  I  say 
the  truth,  why  do  ye  not  believe  me? 
He  that  is  of  God  heareth  God's 
words:  ye  therefore  hear  them  not, 
because  ye  are  not  of  God"  (John 
8:42-47). 

As  I  understand  the  Bible  it  would 
classify  the  movement,  or  liberals 
as  some  call  themselves,  with  Je- 
sus' Jewish  enemies  when  He  lived 
here  upon  this  earth.  And,  I  think, 
if  He  were  here  among  the  false 
teachers  of  today  He  would  speak 
to  them  and  regard  them  in  the 
same  manner  as  He  did  these  ancient 
enemies  of  His,  the  Jews. 

It  might  help  us  here  to  note 
some  of  the  things  said  by  the 
General  Committee  in  Fundamental- 
ism within  the  Northern  Baptist  Con- 
vention and  published  in  a  pamphlet 
titled,  Twenty  Questions  What,  Why, 
and   How,    Page   7-13   as  follows: 

"Without  doubt  the  position  of 
Fundamentalists  is  that  of  the  New 
Testament  Christians,  and  the  faith 
they  hold  is  the  same  gospel  which 
Paul  preached,  which  even  then  was  a 
stumbling  block  to  the  Jews,  foolish- 
ness to  the  Greeks,  but  proved  it- 
self the  power  and  wisdom  of  God 
to  all  who  believed. 

"Fundamentalists  believe  that  God 
manifests  Himself  directly  and 
supernaturally  in  human  life. 
Liberals  declare  that  natural  law  ex- 
plains everything;  they  eliminate  all 
thought  of  the  supernatural,  and  re- 
gard all  mention  of  it  in  creation  or 
in  miracle  as  quite  unnecessary. 
They  look  upon  all  that  we  see  about 


us  as  the  result  of  an  evolution  by  pro  - 
cesses  which  we  do  not  understand, 
to  an  end  of  which  we  are  ignorant. 
This  principle  of  the  Modernists 
cuts  deep.  It  repudiates  the  verac- 
ity of  the  Scriptures  by  its  denial 
of  miracle,  and  ultimately  denies  the 
reality  of  Christ's  resurrection. 

"Fundamentalists  believe  that  the 
same  body  which  died  on  the  Cross 
and  was  put  into  the  sepulcher,  came 
out  of  the  sepulcher  alive,  and  after 
appearing  to  the  disciples  for  forty 
days  and  giving  them  many  infallible 
proofs  that  He  was  risen,  Christ 
ascended  into  heaven.  Liberals  say 
that  the  body  of  Christ  never  came 
out  of  the  grave  but  that  His  Spirit 
lives  on.  But  that  surely  was  not 
the  story  that  the  apostles  told,  and 
such  an  announcement  would  not 
have  startled  Jerusalem  as  we  are 
told  the  story  of  the  resurrection 
did.  Dr.  A.  S.  Hobart  well  says, 
'The  bodily  resurrection  of  Christ 
is  as  certain  as  records  could  make 
it.'  More  than  a  hundred  times  the 
resurrection  is  mentioned  in  the 
New  Testament,  and  it  is  always  a 
bodily  resurrection.  It  cannot  be 
understood  in  any  other  way.  Yet 
despite  this  abundant  and  clear  testi- 
mony, Liberals  declare  that  Christ's 
body  never  came  back  to  life. 

"Fundamentalists  believe  that 
Christ  will  return  to  this  world 
personally  and  visibly,  according  to 
His  promise.  They  do  not  by  any 
means  unanimously  take  a  premil- 
lennial  position.  All  premillenarians 
are  Fundamentalists;  many  Funda- 
mentalists are  premillenarians;  but 
the  Fundamentalist  movement  is  by 
no  means  a  premillennial movement. 
Fundamentalists  are  united  in  this 
statement,  that  Jesus  Christ  will 
return  to  this  world  personally  and 
visibly,  according  to  His  promise. 

"Liberals  believe  that  Jesus 
promised  to  return,  and  His  apostles 
expected  His  return;  but  that  Master 
and  disciples  alike  were  mistaken, 
being  misled  by  the  notions  of  that 
age,  and  Christ  never  will  return, 
except  as  He  already  has  returned 
as  a  spiritual  influence. 

"It  surely  is  fair  to  ask,  if  Christ 
was  mistaken  in  this  important 
matter,  how  can  we  be  sure  that  He 
was  not  mistaken  in  other  matters? 

"Undeniably  we  have  always  de- 
clared that  the  Scriptures  are  our 
supreme  rule  of  faith  and  practice. 
If  the  authority  of  the  Old  Testament 
is  denied,  it  is  sufficient  to  say  that 
Christ  appealed  to  it  as  authorita- 
tive and  what  was  authority  for  Him 
is  surely  no  less  so  for  us.  If 
the  authority  of  the  New  Testament 
is  set  aside  by  some  who  say  that 
they  recognize  no  authority  but  that 
(Continued  on  Page  13) 
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FOR  JULY  7 


God's  Eternal 
Purpose 

Printed  Text:  Ephesians  3:1-13 
Memory  Verse:    Ephesians  2:19 

I.  INTRODUCTION 

In  his  invitation  to  the  unsaved, 
the  Prophet  Isaiah  cried,  "Ho,  every 
one  that  thirsteth,  come  ye  to  the 
waters,  and  he  that  hath  no  money; 
come  ye,  buy,  and  eat;  yea,  come, 
buy  wine  and  milk  without  money 
and  without  price"  (Isaiah  55:1). 
The  prophet  was  saying  that  salva- 
tion is  free  and  that  all  may  have  it 
for  the  taking. 

The  Apostle  Paul  wrote  to  the 
Romans,  "For  the  wages  of  sin  is 
death;  but  the  gift  of  God  is  eternal 
life  through  Jesus  Christ  our  Lord' ' 
(Romans  6:23). 

From  both  of  these  invitations  we 
can  see  that  the  offer  of  salvation  in 
Christ  is  free  and  that  whosoever 
will  may  come.  Since  salvation  is 
spiritual  and  belongs  to  the  char- 
acter, it  cannot,  from  its  very  nature, 
be  bought.  Indeed  forgiveness,  the 
gift  of  the  Holy  Spirit,  the  blessings 
of  atoning  love,  heaven,  eternal  life, 
must  be  received  as  free  gifts  from 
God  or  they  cannot  be  received  at 
all. 

How  glad  the  poor  ought  to  be  that 
when  it  comes  to  the  blessings  and 
treasures  of  divine  love  and  grace, 
the  rich  have  no  advantage.  The 
richest  must  say  with  the  poorest: 
"In  my  hand  no  price  I  bring; 
Simply  to  thy  cross  I  cling." 

It  has  been  God's  eternal  purpose 
to  save  all  who  will  trust  in  Christ. 
It  is  eternal  because  it  was  fashion- 
ed in  God's  mind  before  time  began 
and  will  remain  in  His  mind  until 
time  ends.  In  between  two  eterni- 
ties you  and  I  live;  if  we  are  to  be 
saved  we  must  accept  the  free  gift 
now  while  time  is  with  us. -The 
Advanced  Quarterly  (F.  W.  B  ). 

E.    HINTS  THAT  HELP 

A.  Emphasize  the  fact  that  God's 
eternal  purpose  is  to  redeem  all 
mankind  as  revealed  through  Jesus 
Christ. 

B.  The  Jews  believed  that  God 


was  going  to  save  them  as  a  race, 
and  no  one  else;  but  the  coming  of 
Christ  to  the  world  revealed  that 
God  intended  that  all  men  might 
have  the  opportunity  to  be  saved. 

C.  Be  sure  to  show  that  a  dis- 
cussion of  the  eternal  purposes  of 
God  does  not  mean  that  God  pre- 
destinated individuals,  but  a  great 
plan  that  each  individual,  by  his  own 
choice,  determines  where  he  will  fit 
into  the  plan. 

D.  Show  that  in  last  Sunday's 
lesson  we  studied  how  the  church 
began,  and  in  the  lesson  today  we 
will  see  what  God  intends  for  the 
church  to  do. 

E.  A  good  question  for  a  class 
discussion:  "Is  the  church  today 
fulfilling  God's  purpose  for  the 
church?"  Be  sure  to  ask  each  per- 
son to  give  a  reason  for  his  answer 
to  this  question. 

F.  Be  sure  to  emphasize  that  even 
though  God  did  choose  the  Jews,  now 
He  has  chosen  all  who  believe  in 
His  Son;  therefore,  there  is  no  supe- 
rior race  in  the  sight  of  God-all 
men  must  come  to  Him  in  the  same 
way. 

-The  Bible  Teacher  (F.  W.  B.). 

HI.    ADDITIONAL  TRUTHS 

A.  "One  God,  one  system  of  na- 
ture, one  universe."  This  is  the 
opening  sentence  of  Chapter  1  in 
that  old,  but  excellent  book  of  Alex- 
ander Campbell,  The  Christian  Sys- 
tem. The  farther  we  reach  out  in  the 
vast  universe  around  us,  the  more 
we  see  of  unity.  God,  who  created 
all  things,  is  one.  He  ordained  the 
laws  that  govern  the  "stars  in  their 
courses."  The  ancients  recognized 
this  divine  harmony  and  said  much 
about  the  music  of  the  spheres. 
Philo,  the  Jewish  philosopher  of 
Alexandria,  Egypt,  said  that  if  only 
we  had  ears  to  hear  it,  we  would  re- 
move the  sandals  from  our  feet  in 
adoration.  But  when  we  approach 
man,  made  in  God's  image,  we  find 
dissension,  discord.  The  reason  is 
that  God  created  man  with  a  mind 
to  think,  and  also  made  him  free. 
It  is  therefore  not  surprising  to 
see  diversity,  discord,  even  war, 
among  the  nations  and  races  of  hu- 
manity. Yet  unity  was  the  goal 
Christ  sought  when  He  visited  the 
earth  and  gave  an  object  lesson  of 


how  men  ought  to  live.  If  His  life 
and  spirit  were  fully  duplicated  in 
the  hearts  of  humanity,  all  the  dis- 
cord and  turmoil  that  now  charac-] 
terize  nations  and  races  would 
quickly  disappear. 

Most  people  desire  peace,  but  not! 
all  find  it.  To  secure  it  men  have5 
tried  war,  but  that  does  not  make: 
for  friendship.  Diplomacy  has  been; 
tried  and  is  now  being  used  franti- 
cally to  bring  abetter  understanding, 
less  discord,  and  an  approach  to 
unity  among  the  nations,  but  with 
limited  success.  Economic  aid  to 
weaker  nations  has  not  always 
secured  friendship.  Those  who  re- 
ceive aid  are  sensitive.  It  is  a  dif- 
ficult task,  one  that  requires  great 
tact  and  unselfishness  for  the 
superior  to  aid  the  weaker  and  still! 
retain  his  genuine  friendship.  i 

There  is  one  and  only  one  basis 
for  true  unity,  and  that  is  obedience 
to  Jesus  Christ.  Witness  for  exam- 
pie,  the  nations  of  the  earth.  Thei 
pagan  people  are  naturally  suspicious ; 
of  one  another.    But  the  higher  the! 
degree  of  Christianity  between  na- 
tions, the  easier  it  is  for  them  to 
cooperate  with  each  other.  The« 
Anglo-Saxon  and  the  Scandinaviani 
countries,    for  example,  represent! 
perhaps  as  high  a  degree  of  Chris- 
tianity as   can  be  found.  Coop- 
eration between  them  is  easier  thani 
with  governments  that  are  atheistic,, 
refusing  to  recognize  God  and  His  4 
Christ. 

The  same  is  true  in  Christian 
circles.  Looking  at  the  jangling 
sects  that  make  up  most  of  Chris- 
tendom,  it  is  evident  that  the  closer 
they  are  to  Christ  the  nearer  they'i 
are  to  Christian  unity.  Perhaps 
most  or  all  of  the  Christian  bodies 
have  grown  in  grace  during  the  last 
few  centuries-Standard  Lesson 
Commentary. 

B.  I  remember  the  first  time 
people  of  another  race  came  to  at 
worship  service  in  our  church.  There 
were  two  young  men  and  two  young 
women.  It  was  the  first  Sunday 
after  the  colleges  had  dismissed 
classes  for  summer  vacation.  Be- 
fore leaving  the  college  campus  they 
had  doubtless  been  challenged  to  con- 
front the  churches  in  their  home- 
towns with  this  live  issue.  They 
were  seated,  and  they  stood  with 
other  visitors  to  be  recognized.  They 
were  handed  visitor's  cards  to  fill 
out  and  leave  as  a  record  of  their 
visit  with  us. 

It  happened  that  the  deacons' 
monthly  meeting  fell  on  Tuesday 
evening  following  this  epochal  event 
in  the  life  of  our  church.  The 
deacons  discussed  the  event  of  the 
prior  Sunday  with  gratitude  for  the 
(Continued  on  Page  14) 
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FATHER 

by  Lena  Kay  Branch 


R)  A    F    F    0    L  A 


(A.    II    G    |    3    T    OC.R)  0    T    C    A  F 


U    H    Z  (R    1    D    N  U_ 
0    T    I    S/T/  A    C-  X 
B. 


The  connotations  of  "father"  in  the  above  puzzle  are  circled  for  you. 
Remember,  the  words  may  read  vertically,  horizontally,  or  diagonally, 
and  may  be  spelled  forwards  of  backwards.  Were  you  able  to  find  all  of 
them? 


by  the  Rev.  R.  P.  Harris 


is 

:e  Scriptural  Basis:  "Set  your  af- 
l  action  on  things  above,  not  on  things 
ie  In  the  earth"  (Colossians  3:2). 

is 

ie  THE  DUTY  OF  MAN  TO  SET  HIS 
i  AFFECTIONS  ON  THINGS  ABOVE 
;o  The  word  affection  suggests  an 
ie  [ttitude  of  the  mind  toward  cherish - 
in  id  objects.  It  means  to  have  an 
it  ittachment  to  something  worthy  of 
;■  ondness  and  compatibility;  the  things 
ij  worthy  of  a  sense  of  warmness. 
ji  uove  and  tender  attachment  are  the 

hings  upon  which  we  are  admonished 
s  b  set  our  affections.   These  things 

vill  endure  forever  with  an  abiding 
i  ^orth  and  fondness.  The  word  set 
I  neans  to  freeze  or  stabilize  in 
•  ixed  security. 

i  Evil  and  earthly  things  too  may 
lave  a  quality  worthy  of  affection 
s  ind  attachment.    But  we  are  not  to 
]  jecome  attached  to  these  lest  webe- 
'  tome  obligated  to  hang  on  to  them, 
lenying  ourselves  the  privilege  of 
leaven  with  its  bountiful  resources 
a  vhich   God   is   preparing   for  His 
a  jhildren.     We  are  warned  against 
J  ittachment  to  any  earthly  thing  which 
'  nay  jeopardize  our  chances  of  eter- 
j  lal  life  in  heaven. 

'    Humility  of  the  mind  is  our  guide. 
I  We   are   not  to  do  things  through 
strife  or  for  vainglory.    I  suppose 
vainglory  is  the  greatest  besetting 
'  sin  found  in  any  human  being.  Vain- 
1  ?lory  is  an  evil  thing  and  is  a  tool 
'  jf  the  devil  to  deceive  and  mutilate 
I  all  beautiful  and  useful  things  God 
'  provides  for  us.  Strong  drink,  wrong 
use  of  drugs,  abuse  of  the  human 
body   and   its   function,    and  many 
'  rnore  evil  practices  destroy  humans 
:  by  the  millions.    People  who  will- 

■  [fully  indulge  in  evil  practices  become 
i  jso  attached  to  them  that  their  minds 

■  become  so  set  they  cannot  let  go  of 
them,  even  if  they  wanted  to.  This 
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is  when  Christ  is  the  answer,  not 
only  to  liberate  the  prisoner  of 
sin,  but  to  also  establish  his  sense 
of  direction,  making  it  possible  for 
him   to  be  free  indeed  in  Christ. 

It  is  the  duty  of  man  to  gird 
up  the  loins  of  his  mind,  be  sober, 
and  give  attention  to  the  business 
at  hand-the  business  of  setting  his 
affection  of  things  above.  The  ex- 
pression "gird  up  the  loins  of  your 
mind"  comes  from  a  physical 
act  in  the  old  country.  Men  wore 
long  flowing  robes  instead  of  the 
present-day  pants  and  coats.  In 
order  for  a  man  to  run,  it  became 
necessary  for  him  to  pull  his  robe 
up  around  the  middle  of  his  body 
and  to  tie  it  with  a  sash.  This 
eave  him  free  use  of  his  legs  and 
free  movement  of  his  body  so  that 
he  could  move  quickly  out  of 
trouble  or  out  of  danger. 


To  gird  up  the  loins  of  the  mind 
means  to  take  care  of  every  detail 
of  hindrance  so  that  you  will  be  free 
to  run  the  Christian  race  without 
certain  hindrances.  It  means  to  let 
go  of  all  earthly  entanglements  and 
to  hold  fast  to  that  which  promises 
to  take  us  above  the  odds;  thus, 
giving  us  a  sporting  chance.  There 
is  no  possible  way  without  it. 

This  gives  us  ".  .  .  hope  to  the 
end  for  the  grace  that  is  to  be  brought 
unto  you  at  the  revelation  of  Jesus 
Christ"  (1  Peter  1:13).  We  are  now 
living  in  grace,  and  at  the  end  of 
grace,  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ  will  be 
revealed.  When  He  is  revealed  all 
Christians  will  be  gathered  home. 
Those  in  their  graves  will  rise  and 
all  who  are  alive  will  be  caught  up 
to  meet  the  Lord  in  the  air.  What  a 
glorious  thought!  What  a  wonderful 
achievement!  Glory  be  to  God!  Amen. 

11 


/ 


S  TORIES 

for  our  youth 


A  Few  Dimes 

BGleeda  McConahay 
MY  bowed  her  head  and  repeated 
the  closing  prayer  along  with  the 
rest  of  her  Sunday  school  class, 
but  her  thoughts  were  not  on  the 
words. 

Joan  had  done  it  again.  Amy 
had  seen  her  drop  a  nickel  into 
the  collection  plate;  then,  pretending 
it  was  a  quarter,  she  had  taken  out 
two  dimes.  This  was  not  the  first 
time  Amy  had  seen  her  best  friend 
do  this.  The  Sunday  before,  the 
same  thing  had  happened.  Amy 
hadn't  said  anything  because  she 
just  couldn't  believe  what  she  had 
seen.     Now  she  knew  it  was  true. 

As  the  class  walked  toward  the 
door  of  the  sanctuary,  Joan  caught 
up  with  Amy.  "Come  over  to  my 
house  with  me,"  said  said.  "I'll 
give  you  some  cookies  and  milk." 

Amy  looked  at  her  friend.  Joan 
didn't  look  like  a  thief.  In  fact,  she 
looked  exactly  as  she  always  had. 
How  could  she  steal  and  not  change 
at  all? 

"No,  thanks,"  Amy  said  hesitantly. 
"I  don't  want  to.  I'm  going  to  stay 
for  church." 

"Well,  I'm  going  home  this  time," 
Joan  said  as  she  hurried  out  of 
the  church. 

Amy  could  hardly  keep  her  mind 
on  the  minister's  sermon.  As  soon 
as  the  service  was  dismissed,  she 
slipped  out  ahead  of  her  parents 
and  ran  home. 

The  home  was  very  quiet.  Amy 
rushed  up  to  her  room  and  threw 
herself  across  her  bed. 

"I  just  can't  understand  it,"  she 
sobbed  into  her  pillow.  "Joan  looks 
the  same  and  acts  the  same,  and 
she  is  still  my  friend;  but  she  is  a 
thief.  I  thought  a  thief  would  look 
and  act  differently.  I  just  can't 
understand  it." 

For  the  next  week,  Amy  tried  to 
avoid  Joan.  But  this  wasn't  easy 
They  had  been  the  best  of  friends 


for  years,  walking  to  school  together 
each  day  and  sharing  their  lunches 
and  their  secrets.  But  now  it  was 
different. 

On  Friday  afternoon,  Joan  stopped 
at  Amy's  house  at  about  four  o'clock. 
"Hi,"  she  called  as  she  walked  into 
Amy's  room.  "I  thought  you  might 
like  to  go  to  the  school  concert 
tonight.  I  bought  two  tickets." 

Amy  spoke  before  she  thought. 
"How  could  you  buy  two  tickets? 
They  cost  fifty  cents  each." 

Joan  shrugged,  "Money-that's 
never  a  problem  for  me.  I  manage 
to  get  what  I  need." 

' '  You  have  exactly  the  same  school 
lunch  allowance  I  have,"  Amy  pro- 
tested. "I  couldn't  afford  even 
one." 

"Well,  then  you  should  be  happy 
that  I  was  able  to  get  one  for  you," 
said  Joan.  "Now  how  about  it? 
Do  you  want  to  go?  You  have  been 
acting  so  funny  all  week,  I  was 
beginning  to  think  you  were  sick." 

Amy  looked  carefully  at  her  friend 
and  noticed  that  Joan  did  look  dif- 
ferent. She  had  the  same  smile  on 
her  lips,  but  her  eyes  held  a  fright- 
ened look. 

Amy  didn't  want  to  lie  to  Joan, 
but  neither  did  she  want  to  go  to 
the  concert  with  tickets  purchased 
by  stolen  money. 

"You're  right,  Joan,"  she  said. 
"I  don't  feel  like  going  tonight." 

"All  right,  have  it  your  own  way," 
Joan  snapped.  She  turned  and  almost 
ran  out  of  the  room. 

The  hot  sting  of  tears  blinded 
Amy  for  a  moment.  It  was  so  very 
hard  to  lose  a  good  friend. 

That  evening  at  dinner,  her  mother 
asked  about  the  school  concert.  "Why 
aren't  you  going?"  she  asked. 

"I  couldn't  afford  the  ticket," 
Amy  answered,  hoping  her  mother 
wouldn't   ask  any  more  questions. 

"Perhaps  we  could  have  managed 
an  extra  fifty  cents,"  said  her  father 
with  a  smile.  "You  should  have 
asked  me." 

Suddenly,  the  tears  poured  out 
which  had  been  pushing  against  her 


eyelids  for  hours.  Amy  rushec 
from  the  table  and  into  her  room. 
No  amount  of  coaxing  from  her 
parents  could  draw  from  her  the 
cause  of  her  distress. 

The  next  morning,  a  bright  shafl 
of  sunlight  awakened  Amy.  She 
crawled  from  bed  and  quickly  pulled! 
on  her  clothes.  It  was  Saturday 
morning-time  for  raking  leaves,! 
making  a  big  bonfire,  or  going  on  91 
long  hike  to  look  at  the  beautiful! 
trees.  Saturday-the  one  day  in  the' 
week  when  she  was  free  to  just  have! 
fun. 

Then,  with  one  shoe  on  and  the 
other  in  her  hand,  she  stopped. 
What  could  she  do  on  this  beautiful 
Saturday?  Her  good  friend  was 
gone,  and  there  was  no  one  to  take 
her  place,  nothing  to  do.  Slowly 
she  finished  dressing  and  walked 
downstairs. 

Her  mother  was  in  the  kitchen, 
her  forehead  wrinkled  in  a  frown. 
Oh,  oh,  Amy  thought.  Now  come 
all  the  questions. 

"Amy,"  said  her  mother,  sitting 
down  at  the  table  and  looking  at 
her  daughter,  "did  you  know  that 
Joan  had  been  taking  money  from 
the  collection  plate  in  Sunday  | 
school?" 

Amy  couldn't  trust  her  voice;  she^ 
nodded  "yes." 

"Even  our  best  friends  can  make;! 
mistakes,  Amy,"  her  mother  said,  j 
"That  is  what  Joan  has  done." 

"How  did  her  folks  find  out?"! 

"Mr.  Harkness  went  to  their  house? 
last  night  and  talked  to  them. ' ' 

"And  I  thought  she  was  lucky y 
because  she  got  to  go  to  the  con- 
cert last  night,"  Amy  sighed.  "WhyJ 
do  you  suppose  she  did  such  a? 
thing?  I  wish  she  hadn't.  I  really 
miss  her." 

"She's  on  her  way  here  now," 
her  mother  said.  "Maybe  she  can 
answer  your  questions." 

"She's  coming  here?"  Amy  was 
shocked.  "Why?" 

Her  mother  smiled.  "Probably 
because  this  is  where  her  best  friend 
lives." 

At  that  moment,  the  doorbell  rang, 
and  Amy  ran  to  answer  it.  Joan 
stood  on  the  porch.  Her  eyes  were 
red  and  swollen  from  crying,  and  she 
looked  so  unhappy,  it  almost  broke 
Amy's  heart. 

"Come  in,  come  in,"  Amy  said 
quickly.  "Mother  has  told  me  all 
about  it." 

"I  guess  you  knew,  didn't  you?" 
Joan  said.  "I  thought  I  was  being 
so  smart.  I  thought  money  was 
more  important  than  anything  else. 
I  don't  know  how  I  could  have  been 
so  stupid.  I'm  going  to  pay  it  all 
back-every  dime-out  of  my  allow - 
(Continued  on  Page  15) 
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and  topsy-turvy  worlds  for  a  few 
moments  to  dream  about  the  time 
all  this  will  pass  and  we'll  be  re- 
joicing in  heaven  together. 

My  eyes  are  getting  heavy,  happily 
heavy.  Good  night,  Lord.  I  love  you. 
Amen. 


THANK  YOU,  LORD 

Lord,  I  have  noontime  eyes  at  mid- 
night.    The  quietness  is  screaming 
it  me  from  the  darkness  and  it 
;eems  that  I  am  the  only  person  in 
11  the  world  who  is  awake.  There 
ire    appointments    tomorrow  and 
leadlines  that  must  be  met.  Oh, 
[Jiow  I  need  to  get  to  sleep! 
J  But  since  I  can't  sleep  anyway, 
Iti  -,ord,   and  while  you're  not  busy, 
J  nay  I  talk  to  you  for  a  few  moments? 
a    You  have  been  so  extraordinarily 
;ood  to  me  all  these  years-so  good 
J  it  times  I  wonder  if  your  blessing 
]  storehouse  door  has  been  left  open 
11  >y  mistake.     Together  we've  been 
hrough  a  lot,  you  and  I.  The  usual 
Jphildhood  awakenings,  ecstasies  and 
aj)ains     of    adolescence,    the  joys 
Jmd  trials  of  marriage,  and  mother- 
hood.   Lord,  I  don't  know  how  to  be 
hankful  for  your  help  through  these, 
because  I  don't  know  the  bleakness 
bf  being  without  you. 

Sometimes  I  fail  to  say,  "Thank 
rou."  Then  I  have  the  nerve  to  keep 
isking,  asking,  asking. 

You  know  I  appreciate  what  you've 
given  me,  but  I  can't  ever  remember 
falling  the  list  to  you.  Do  you  have 
lime  now,  Father,  while  everyone 
;lse  is  asleep? 

When  I  look  around  at  the  millions 
)f  blessings,  my  heart  fills  to  the 
mrsting  point. 

Thank  you,  Lord,  for  Jesus  Christ, 
or  my  husband,  stars,  churches, 
ny  children,  waterfalls,  clocks,  red 
nolly  berries,  refrigerators,  water, 
Yesterdays,  and  tomorrows. 

Thank  you  for  parents,  washers, 
street  signs,  doctors,  music,  fire- 
nen,  photographs,  grass,  brothers, 
5isters,  telephones,  and  dogwood 
trees. 

i  Thank  you  Lord,  for  purple  violets, 
jiighways,  policemen,  apple  trees, 
(|ioot  owls,  friends,  and  raw  turnips. 
§For  in-laws,  blue  jays,  the  sky, 
Ired  velvet  cake,  mercy,  aunts, 
■ancles,  indoor  plumbing,  and  jet 
pirplanes. 

1  For  home,  preachers,  tomatoes, 
■mellow  cars,  the  United  States,  hope, 
■pieces,  nephews,  mail  service,  and 
Wishing  worms. 

1  Lord,  now  that  we've  started,  we 
■could  go  on  all  night,  but  my  ap- 
Jpointments  will  be  waiting  in  the 
pnorning.  And,  too,  so  will  yours. 
I  Thank  you,  Lord,  for  listening,  and 
I  hope  you  can  forget  about  crises 


BLACK  JACK  YOUTH 
AT  EAGLES  NEST 

by  Mrs.  Bobby  G.  Bazen 

On  April  28,  1974,  fifty-one  teen- 
agers and  nine  adults  left  Black 
Jack  Free  Will  Baptist  Church,  Route 
3,  Greenville,  North  Carolina,  on  a 
bus  bound  for  Eagles  Nest  near 
Mount  Olive  for  a  weekend  "Re- 
treat." 

One  of  our  staff,  Mrs.  Bobby 
Joe  Dixon,  writes  about  the  retreat: 
"The  staff  enjoyed  a  weekend  of 
meaningful  studies  and  discussions 
as  well  as  fun  and  fellowship  with 
the  young  people  on  retreat. 

"We  began  with  our  theme  verse, 
'Thy  Word  is  a  lamp  unto  my  feet 
and  a  light  unto  my  path,'  used  in 
devotional  thoughts  accompanying  the 
lighting  of  the  lighthouse.  On  Fri- 
day evening,  the  group  viewed  a 
thought -provoking  film,  "Changing 
Faces,"  and  enjoyed  a  period  of 
singing  which  was  followed  by  indivi  - 
dual  cottage  prayer  time. 

"Saturday's  activities  featured 
various  studies,  including  an 
explanation  of  the  'Plan  of  Salva- 
tion' and  a  discussion -study  of  'To- 
day's New  Morality.'  An  informal 
rap  session  on  Saturday  night  pro- 
vided the  staff  and  campers  op- 
portunities for  questions  and  answers 
about  subjects  of  interest. 

"Nature  provided  a  beautiful 
setting  for  our  study  during  the 
Sunday  school  hour  and  also  during 
the  worship  service  on  Sunday  with 
the  Rev.  Bruce  Jones  of  Ayden bring- 
ing the  message. 

"As  we  formed  our  friendship  cir- 
cle around  the  lighthouse  to  conclude 
the  activities  of  the  retreat,  it  was 
our  prayer  that  the  shared  ex- 
periences would  be  an  influence  to  the 
lives  of  each  one  on  this  retreat." 

Kathy  Gaskins,  a  teen-ager, 
writes:  "The  youth  retreat  held  at 
Eagles  Nest  proved  to  be  a  most 
enjoyable  one.  Our  good  times  were 
partly  accredited  to  the  beautiful 
lake  and  surrounding  area.  The 
many  trails  leading  to  various  points 
gave  us  all  much  to  explore. 

"Recreation  also  played  a  big 
part  in  the  success  of  the  retreat, 
which  consisted  of  volleyball,  base- 
ball, canoeing,  and  horseshoes.  All 
of  these  activities  were  enjoyed  im- 
mensely. 


"Provided  for  the  girls  were  five 
cabins,  each  with  seven  beds.  The 
boys'  quarters  consisting  of 
numerous  shed-like  buildings,  which 
contained  two  cots  per  building,  gave 
them  a  real  outdoor  feeling. 

"The  lake  brought  rest  to  each  of 
us  as  we  sat  on  the  pier  and  watched 
its  peacefulness. 

"Eagles  Nest  is  really  a  very 
enjoyable  place  with  nature  as  its 
scenery  and  fun  as  its  motto." 

One  of  our  younger  retreaters, 
Timmy  Elks  wrote  this  poem: 

Eagles  Nest  Retreat 
At  Eagles  Nest  youth  retreat, 
We.  have   a  great  time  that  can't 
be  beat. 

Even  when  Roy  and  Bobby  Joe  turn- 
ed over  in  a  canoe, 
We  had  a  great  big  laugh  and  you 

would  have  too. 
Not  only  did  we  enjoy  the  fellow- 
ship sweet, 
But  we  were  also  reminded  we  could 
sit  at  Jesus'  feet. 
Sherry    Padgett    gave    us  these 
memories   as  a  teen-ager  on  re- 
treat: 

Memories- 
Exploring  God's  plan, 
A  lake  with  no  swimming, 
Awaken  by  cold  showers, 
The  sounds  of  nature, 
Learning  about  life, 
Sharing  with-friends, 
To  learn  the  meaning  of  happiness, 
and 

A  place  filled  with  love. 

This  is  sharing  a  little  of  our 
retreat  at  Eagles  Nest  with  you. 
Although  we  found  that  the  water 
was  too  cold  for  swimming  when 
we  were  there  the  last  of  April, 
many  other  things  made  up  for  it. 
The  youth  want  to  go  again,  for  a 
whole  week  the  next  time.  A  light 
does  light  our  path  for  Jesus  is  the 
lighthouse-a  fact  we  hold  self-evident 
from  Eagles  Nest. 


Questions  &  Answers 

(Continued  from  Page  9) 
of  Christ,  it  is  fair  to  say  that  the 
fullest  acknowledgment  of  the 
authority  of  Christ  is  not  in  the 
least  inconsistent  with  the  acknowl- 
edgement of  the  authority  of  the  New 
Testament.  The  only  knowledge  we 
have  of  Christ's  life  we  have  through 
the  New  Testament.  The  only  record 
we  have  of  His  teachings  is  in  the 
New  Testament.  The  book  and  its 
subject  stand  or  fall  together.  Pre- 
sumably that  was  what  was  meant 
when  the  Northern  Baptist  Convention 
at  its  Indianapolis  meeting  declared 
that  'the  New  Testament  is  the  only 
ground  of  our  faith  and  practice  and 
we  need  no  other.'  " 

(Continued  Next  Issue) 
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BIBLE  TIMES 

BIRDS  AND  FOWLS 


by  Mrs.  Royce  Matthews 
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The  birds  and  fowls  listed  below  are  all  found  in  the  Bible.  See  if  you  can 

located  all  of  them  and  circle  each. 


Bittern 

Kite 

Raven 

Cock 

Lapwing 

Sparrow 

Cuckow 

Ospray 

Stork 

Cormorant 

Ossifrage 

Swallow 

Crane 

Ostrich 

Swan 

Dove 

Owl 

Turtledove 

Eagle 

Partridge 

Vulture 

Glede 

Peacock 

Hawk 

Pelican 

Hen 

Pigeon 

Heron 

Quail 

Sunday  School  Lesson 

(Continued  from  Page  10) 
fine  conduct  of  the  service.  Among 
other  wholesome  expressions,  one 
deacon  said  that  it  was  a  new  and 
blessed  experience  for  him.  He 
went  on  to  say  that  he  had  never 
worshiped  with  people  of  another 
race  where  the  racial  lines  are  as 
arbitrarily  drawn  as  they  are  in 
our  town.  He  said  that  it  had  been 
a  spiritual  experience  for  him  when 
it  dawned  on  him  as  never  before 
that  Jesus  Christ  is  the  Saviour 
of  the  world.-Broadman  Comments. 
C .    "  The  trouble  with  thi  s  church , 


brethren,"  said  a  backwoods  preach- 
er in  an  old  story,  "is  that  we  dip 
'em  and  then  drop  'em!"  In  other 
words,  he  was  saying  that  a  great 
problem  in  every  church  is  that 
of  keeping  the  converts  after  they 
have  been  won  to  Christ.  We  work 
hard  to  bring  in  new  people;  then 
we  let  them  drift  back  into  the 
world. 

Paul  was  trying  hard  not  only  to 
win  new  people  to  Christ,  but  he  also 
wanted  them  to  know  that  God's  eter- 
nal purpose  for  their  lives  was  to 
keep  on  keepin'  on  for  Jesus. -C.  F. 
Bowen. 


Churches  and  Minister 
Available 

( Note:  This  column  is  provided,  wh 
needed,  for  any  church  that  is  seeking 
pastor  and  for  any  minister  who  is  seeki 
a  church  to  serve  and  would  like  to  gi 
such  notice.  Please  send  the  necessary  :! 
formation  to  the  editor  of  "The  Free  W 
Baptist."  Each  notice  will  run  for  two 
sues  only.) 


The  Moseley's  Creek  Free  W:| 
Baptist  Church,  Route  1,  Dove 
North  Carolina,  is  in  need  of 
pastor  beginning  July  1 .  Any  mini; 
ter  interested  in  serving  this  chun 
full  time  please  contact  Mr.  Wai 
ren  Richardson,  Route  1,  Box  40 
Dover,  North  Carolina  28526;  teh 
phone  523-9929. 


The  Powhatan  Original  Free  Wi 
Baptist  Church,  Route  2,  Claytoi 
North  Carolina,  is  in  need  of  a 
experienced  pastor  for  full-tim 
services.  Any  minister  intereste 
in  serving  this  church  please  cai 
Mr.  J.  J.  Williams  (919)  553-767< 
or  write  to  him  at  Route  1,  Box  492; 
Clayton  27520. 

INDISPENSABLE  CHRISTIANS 

"He  is  impossible  to  get  aloi 
with,  because  he  thinks  hei 
impossible  to  get  along  without, "  w?| 
said  of  a  Sunday  school  worker.  I 
wonder  the  result  was  a  disma 
failure  for  the  would-be  ir  i 
dispensable.  The  worst  idea  a  Chris 
tian  can  have  is  that  he  is  absolute! 
necessary  to  the  work  in  which  he  i 
engaged;  that  his  absence  would  sto 
the  whole  undertaking. -Sunday  i 
Home. 


FOR  ALL  YOUR 


PRINTING  NEEDS 
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Humor  for  those  of  us  who  are  growing  older 


I'M  FINE 


My  pulse  is  weak  and  my  blood  is  thin, 

But  I'm  awfully  well  for  the  shape  I'm  in. 

My  teeth  will  eventually  have  to  come  out, 

And  my  diet  I  hate  to  think  about. 

I'm  overweight  and  I  can't  get  thin. 

My  appetite,  such  as  it  is,  is  sure  to  win. 

But  I'm  awfully  well  for  the  shape  I'm  in. 

Arch  supports  I  have  for  my  feet, 

Or  I  wouldn't  be  able  to  go  on  the  street. 

Sleep  is  denied  night  after  night 

And  every  morning  I  am  a  sight. 

My  memory's  failing,  my  head's  in  a  spin, 

But  I'm  awfully  well  for  the  shape  I'm  in. 

The  moral  is,  as  this  tale  we  unfold 

That,  for  me  and  you  who  are  growing  old, 

It's  better  to  say,  "I'm  fine!"  with  a  grin 

Than  to  let  them  know  the  shape  we're  in. 

How  do  I  know  my  youth  is  all  spent? 

Well,  my  get-up-and-go  has  got  up  and  went. 

But  in  spite  of  it  all,  I'm  able  to  grin 

When  I  recall  where  my  get-up  has  been. 

Old  age  is  golden,  so  I've  heard  it  said; 

But  sometimes  I  wonder  when  I  get  into  bed — 

With  my  ears  in  a  drawer  and  my  teeth  in  a  cup, 

My  eyes  on  the  table  until  I  get  up. 

Ere  sleep  dims  my  eyes,  I  say  to  myself, 

"Is  there  anything  else  I  should  put  on  the  shelf?" 

And  I'm  happy  to  say,  as  I  close  my  door 

My  friends  are  the  same — perhaps  even  more. 


The  thing  that  surprised  a  college 
tan  the  most  when  he  gets  out  into 
te  world  is  how  much  uneducated 
Bople  know  that  he  doesn't  know. 


Framed 
Church  Covenant 

Size:  18  by  24  inches 

The  frame  is  of  walnut  finish  on  open- 
grained  oak,  with  glass. 

Price:  $15.95 

Available  at  Free  Will  Baptist  Press 
P.  0.  Box  158 
Ayden,  North  Carolina  28513 


Boys'  and  Girls'  Stories 

(Continued  from  Page  12) 

ance,  even  if  I  have  to  go  with- 
out lunches  forever.  I've  asked  God 
to  forgive  me,  too." 

"I'm  glad  it's  over,"  said  Amy, 
putting  her  arm  around  Joan  and 
pulling  her  toward  the  kitchen. 
"Let's  have  some  breakfast.  It's 
so  good  to  have  my  friend  back." 

"I'm  very  glad,  too,"  Joan  said. 
"To  think  I  almost  lost  my  best 
friend  for  a  few  dimes.  "-Guide  for 
Juniors. 


Two  boys  were  walking  home  from 
Sunday  school.  They  had  had  a  lesson 
that  morning  on  the  devil. 

"What  do  you  think  about  this  devil' 
business?"  one  boy  asked  the  other. 

"Well,"  the  other  boy  replied, 
"you  know  how  Santa  Claus  turned 
out-it  is  either  your  mother  or  your 
dad." 


Coming  Events  .  . . 

July  14-Homecoming,  Free  Will  Bap- 
tist Children's  Home,  Middlesex, 
North  Carolina,  Beginning  at  10 
A.  M. 


BOOKSTORES  CLOSED 
The  Ayden  Bible  and  Bookstore 
located  in  the  Press  Foundation 
building  at  811  North  Lee  Street, 
Ayden,  along  with  the  branch  Bible 
and  Bookstores  at  Smithfield,  New 
Bern,  and  Wilson,  will  be  closed 
Thursday  and  Friday,  June  27  and  28, 
for  inventory.  They  will  open  again 
Saturday,  June  29,  at  the  usual  hour. 

The  printing  department  located  in 
the  Press  Foundation  building  will  be 
open  these  days  as  usual. 


The  Ayden  Bible  and  Bookstore 
and  the  printing  department  at  811 
North  Lee  Street,  Ayden,  along  with 
the  branch  Bible  and  Bookstores  at 
Smithfield,  New  Bern,  and  Wilson, 
will  be  closed  Thursday,  July  4,  in 
observance  of  Independence  Day. 
They  will  all  be  opened  for  business 
Friday,  July  5,  at  the  usual  hour. 


Woman's  Auxiliary 

(Continued  from  Page  6) 
ferences.  She  was  a  member  of 
Nobles  Crossroad  Home  Demonstra- 
tion Club  and  a  promoter  of  4-H 
Club  work.  She  has  always  en- 
deavored, both  physically  and  finan- 
cially, to  carry  her  part  of  any 
project. 

Mrs.  Oma  enjoys  reading  her 
Bible,  "The  Free  Will  Baptist,"  de- 
votional books,  and  receiving  friends 
and  neighbors  in  her  home.  She 
attends  church  regularly  and  visits 
the  sick  and  shut-ins  of  the  com- 
munity, never  failing  to  take  them 
a  token  of  love,  something  she  knows 
they  particularly  enjoy.  Her  daily 
life  in  toil  and  love  for  the  Lord 
and  her  family  is  a  great  example. 

Truly,  Oma  Caroline  Howard  Hill 
is  an  example  of  a  virtuous  woman 
and,  therefore,  our  choice  as  our 
Woman  of  the  Year. 


THE  FREE  WILL  BAPTIST 


THERE  IS  A  DIFFERENCE! 

Aunt  Becky  was  punctuating  the 
Negro  preacher's  sermon  with 
"Amen!  Amen!  Praise  de  Lawd!" 
as  he  lit  into  every  sort  of  sin  from 
murder  to  shooting  craps.  Then  the 
parson  moved  on  against  snuff - 
dipping,  and  Aunt  Becky  exclaimed  to 
her  neighbor  indignantly,  "Dar  now! 
He's  done  stopped  preachin'  and  gone 
to  medlin'!  "-Moody  Monthly. 
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DU'"-  UNIVERSITY 
DURHAM,   N.  C. 


NATIONAL 
RELIGIOUS 
BESTSELLERS 

(As  Published  in  the  Bookstore  Journal  for  June,  1974) 

Paperback  Books 


1.  "The  Total  Woman,"  Morgan  $5.95 

2.  "Daktar,"  Olsen  5.95 

3.  "The  Becomers,"  Miller  5.95 

4.  "In  the  Presence  of  Mine  Enemies,"  Rutledge  4.95 

5.  "The  Hiding  Place,"  Corrie  ten  Boom  5.95 

6.  "The  Fat  Is  in  Your  Head,"  Shedd  3.95 

7.  "Someone  Cares,"  Rice  4.95 

8.  "The  Richest  Lady  in  Town,"  Landorf  3.95 

9.  "A  New  Joy,"  Evans  3.95 
10.  "Where  He  Leads,"  Evans -Rogers  3.95 


1. 
2. 
3. 
4. 

5. 
6. 
7. 
8. 

9. 

10. 


Clothbound  Books 


"There's  a  New  World  Coming,"  Lindsey  $2.95 

"The  Hiding  Place,"  Corrie  ten  Boom  2.95 

"The  Vision,"  Wilkerson  1.50 

"Satan  Is  Alive  and  Well  on  Planet  Earth,"  2.95 
Lindsey 

"The  Late  Great  Planet  Earth,"  Lindsey  2.25 

"Prison  to  Praise,"  Carothers  1.25 

"The  Christian  Family,"  Christenson  2.25 

"Evidence  That  Demands  a  Verdict,"  4.95 
McDowell,  Campus  Crusade 

"Hansi,  the  Girl  Who  Loved  the  Swastika,"  1.95 
Hirschman 

"How  to  Win  Over  Depression,"  LaHaye  2.95 


The  above  books  may  be  purchased  at  the  Ay  den 
Bible  and  Bookstore,  811  North  Lee  Street,  or  any 
of  the  branch  stores  at  Smithfield,  New  Bern,  and 
Wilson. 
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OLITICAL 
CONOM1C 

WHICH     PROTECT  THE 
rticnnu    np  TMP 


ANDPURHAM,  I 
RIGHTS 

DIGNITY  AMD 
iMnivintKi 


.  c. 


*  right  to  worship  coo  in 

ONE'S      OWN  WAY 
A      R'OHT    TO     FREE     SPEECH  AND 

P  P  t  s  s 

*  OICHT   TO    PE AC  BABLY  ASSEMBLE 

*  HIO«T    TO    "1'ITION    r  o R 
REDRESS    Or    0  9ltv»NCtS 

*  RIOHT    TO    PRIVACY    IN    OU  A 
HOMES 

*  SIGHT    Or    HABEAS  CORPUS 

-  NO    EXCESSIVE  BAIL 

-*      RIGHT    TO     TRIAL     BY  JURY 

-  INNOCENT  WMTH  "POVtD 
OUUTT 

RIGHT  TO  MOVE  ABOUT 
FCIIIY  AT  HOME  A  N  O 
ABROAD 

•  i  C  M  T    TO    OWN  PRIVATE 
PROPERTY 

RIGHT  TO  FREE  ELECTIONS 
A,  NO    PERSOWAt  SECRET 

•  ALLOT 


RIGHT    TO    WORK  II 
CALLINGS    AN  O  LOCALITIES 

or    our  choice 

RIGHT    TO    BARGAIN  WITH 
OUR      EMPLOYERS  AND 
EMPLOYEES 

RIGHT  TO  CO  INTO 
BUSINESS.  COMPETE. 
MAKE     A  PROFIT 

RIGHT    TO    BARGAIN  FOR 
GOODS     AND. SERVICES  IN 
A     =SU  MARKET 

RIGHT    TO    CONTRACT  ABO 
OUR  AFFAIRS 

RIGHT   TO    THE    SERVICE  { 
GOVERNMENT      AS  A 
PROTECTOR     ANO  REFEREE 

RIGHT  TO  FREEDOM  FROM 
ARBITRARY  GOVERNMENT 
REGULATION     ANO  CONTROL 


CONSTITUTIONAL  GOVERNMENT 

DESIGNED   TO    SERVE    THE  PEOPLE 


FUNDAMENTAL   BELIEF    IN  GOD 


"America,  America,  God  shed  His  grace  on  thee,  .  .  ."  and  He's 
done  so  too  long!  Those  with  objective  eyes  can  see  clearly  how  this 
country  has  ignored  the  blessings  of  liberty  and  prosperity,  even  to  the 
point  of  wanting  more  and  more,  yet  disdaining  to  bear  allegiance  to  the 
fundamental  premises  on  which  the  country  was  founded  or  to  accept  the 
responsibilities  that  come  with  obvious  blessings. 

A  sweet  land,  it  has  been  described  (though  we  are  not  particularly 
fond  of  the  word  sweet).  From  the  mountains  to  the  shores,  Freedom 
rings  a  bright  note-a  note  now  muffled  in  the  roar  of  discontented  voices 
lifted  in  discordant  chants  and  curses!  So  sad,  yet  the  lamentations  are 
not  without  just  cause,  for  today's  America  is  viced  between  the  jaws 
of  destruction  and  stands  at  an  all-time  low  so  far  as  respect  of  other 
countries  is  concerned. 

From  Teapot  Dome  in  1923  during  the  administration  of  Warren  G. 
Harding  (the  Teapot  Dome  episode  having  the  distinction  of  being  one  of 
the  most  notorious  scandals  in  government,  involving  bribery  and  fraud) 
to  the  Watergate  affair  of  the  present  time;  from  student  unrest  to  flag 
burning;  from  the  bombing  of  government  buildings  to  the  attack  of  re- 
vered national  momuments-we  become  sick  when  we  reflect  upon  these 
occurrences,  though  they  have  become  the  accepted  "norm." 

Whatever  happened  to  national  pride  and  honor?  Whatever  happened  to 
"In  God  we  trust"?  Whatever  happened  to  the  proposition  that  "All  men 
are  created  equal"  and  "We  hold  these  truths  to  be  self-evident,  that  all 
men  .  .  .  are  endowed  by  their  Creator  with  certain  unalienable  Rights,  that 
among  these  are  Life,  Liberty,  and  the  pursuit  of  Happiness  .  .  .  ."? 
Whatever  happened  to  loyalty  to  one's  chosen  land?  Whatever  happened 
to  so  many,  many  ideals  that  once  were  so  important  that  men  bled  and 
died  that  they  might  be  preserved  rather  than  destroyed?  Men  still 
bleed   and  die,   but  often  for  distorted  reasons.     Whatever  happened? 

God's  blessings  were  too  bountiful,  that's  what  happened!  He  poured 
out  too  much  love  upon  people  who  were  (and  are)  unable  to  appreciate  it. 
He  willed  that  this  nation,  conceived  in  liberty,  would  long  endure;  yet, 
how  much  longer  can  it  endure-especially  in  view  of  situations  as  they  pre- 
sent themselves  now?  Have  we  not  tried  His  patience  too  often?  Have  we 
not  scoffed  at  Right  and  praised  Wrong?  Have  we  not  joined  the  ranks 
of  dissenters  and  rebelled  without  a  cause  or  at  least  for  an  improper 
cause?  Think  upon  this. 

Certainly  we  are  not  naive  enough  to  think  that  all  is  well.  Anybody 
with  any  sense  can  see  that  clearly-that  things  are  not  as  they  should  be. 
Certainly  we  are  not  foolish  enough  to  close  our  eyes  to  prevailing  dif- 
ficulties and  pretend  that  they  don't  exist.  Taking  a  broad  view  of  reality, 
we  know  full  well  that  much  is  lacking-but  where  in  the  world  is  anything 
better?  We  must  admit  that  the  answer  is  "nowhere." 

America:  A  place  where  music  swelled  the  breeze  and  bred  tranquility- 
this  used  to  be  the  case  .... 

America:  A  place  where  the  Light  of  heaven  shone  brightly,  coupled 
with  that  of  Freedom,  showing  to  the  world  that  ours  was  a  better  way- 
this,  too,  used  to  be  the  case  .... 

America:  A  place  where  all  accused  men  were  considered  innocent 
until  proven  guilty-this,  too,  used  to  be  the  case  ....  Now,  unfortunately, 
newspapers  and  the  public  at  large  try  cases  before  they  reach  the 
courts  .... 

America:  A  place  where  this  editor  loves  to  live,  despite  the  conflicts, 
the  discords,  the  reproaches  .... 

With  S.  F.  Smith,  the  author  of  the  patriotic  song,  "America,"  we  offer 
this  prayer:   "Protect  us  by  Thy  might,  Great  God,  our  King." 

How  much  grace,  though,  is  left  in  His  matchless,  forgiving,  under- 
standing heart?  Only  He  knows,  but  we  had  better  wake  up  before  it  gives 
out!  His  protecting  hand  may  be  withdrawn  at  any  minute! 

Aren't  we  fortunate  that  God's  judgment  is  abounding  in  grace  and  that 
His  heart  is  divine?  If  we  had  His  power,  we  probably  would  have  already 
blasted  this  "God  blessed  America"  to  oblivion.  Our  patience  is  not  long 
enduring;  our  tempers  flare;  and  our  judgments  are  not  wise.  Thankful  we 
should  be  that  He  has  withheld  from  us  the  things  we  really  deserve  .... 
We  would  find  ourselves  sorely  punished  and  little  blessed  ....  How  think 
ye? 


Cover  Photo  by  Harold  M.  Lambert 
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THE  FREE  WILL  BAPTIST 


THE  Rev.  Mr.  Vernon  was  born 
December  13,  1894,  near  the 
town  of  Mount  Olive,  Wayne  County, 
North  Carolina. 

He  was  ordained  to  the  gospel 
ministry  in  the  Original  Free  Will 
Baptist  Denomination  by  the  Eastern 
Conference  of  Original  Free  Will 
Baptists  of  North  Carolina  October 
20,  1911,  and  has  been  a  member  of 
the  Eastern  Conference  continuously 
for  63  years,  and  has  held  every 
office  of  the  conference. 

On  December  3,  1916,  he  was 
narried  to  Miss  Annie  Wiggins  of 
Mount  Olive.  They  share  life  to- 
gether for  58  years.  She  shared 
with  him  his  joys  and  sorrows, 
and  encouraged  him  in  his  times  of 
disappointments.  In  his  worthy 
achievements,  a  great  part  of  them 
were  die  to  her  understanding  and 
help  as  a  minister's  wife.  She  was 
the  perfect  minister's  wife  for  a 
worthy  minister. 

To  this  union  were  born  three 
children:  one  boy,  who  died,  and  two 
girls.  Mrs.  Vernon  passed  to  her 
heavenly   reward  March  28,  1974. 

The  Rev.  Mr.  Vernon  graduated 
from  the  high  school  of  Mount  Olive, 
and  received  his  theological  training 
at  the  Ayden  Seminary,  (a  Free  Will 
Baptist  institution  of  higher  learn- 
ing located  in  the  town  of  Ayden), 
""|under  the  teaching  of  a  great  Free 
Will  Baptist  Theologian,  Dr.  Peeden. 
For  a  number  of  years  the  Rev. 
Mr.  Vernon  taught  in  the  public 
1 schools. 


MINISTERIAL  SERVICES 

During  his  ministerial  career  he 

has  served  a  total  of  25  different 

churches  as  follows: 

Wayne  County:  Northeast,  Grant's 
Chapel,   Indian  Springs,  Casey's 

Lenoir  County:  Deep  Run,  Smith's 
New  Home,  British  Chapel,  Daly's 
Chapel  (Eastern  Conference), 
Daley's  Chapel  (Cape  Fear  Con- 
ference), LaGrange,  First  Church, 
and  Woodington. 

Johnston  County:  Branch  Chapel, 
Bethel,  and  Johnston  Union. 

Duplin  County:  Sarecta,  Lanier's 
Chapel,  Bethlehem,  Cabin,  Sandy 
Plain,  Beulaville,  and  Snow  Hill. 

Craven  County:  Core  Creek. 

Onslow  County:  Mount  Zion  and 
Folkstone. 

THE  FREE  WILL  BAPTIST 


(Tribute  prepared  and  presented  by 
the  Rev.  David  W.  Hansley  at  an 
Appreciation  Dinner  for  Mr.  Vernon 
at  Mount  Olive  College,  June  15, 
1974.) 

Jones   County:      Whaley's  Chapel. 

He  is  currently  in  his  thirty- 
eighth  year  as  pastor  of  Whaley's 
Chapel,  and  he  served  Bethel,  of 
Johnston  County,  for  about  30  years. 

In  his  service  to  the  Original 
Free  Will  Baptist  Denomination  we 
can  give  here  only  the  highlights  as 
follows:  He  was  elected  a  member 
of  the  Examining  Board  of  the  Eastern 
Conference  during  the  session  of 
1928,  and  has  served  in  this  capacity 
for  46  years;  served  as  moderator 
of  the  Eastern  Conference  for  one 
term;  served  as  president  of  the 
North    Carolina  State  Convention  of 


Original  Free  Will  Baptists  in  1953 
and  1954;  has  been  a  member  of  the 
directors  for  the  Church  Finance 
Association,  a  member  of  the  Board 
of  Directors  for  the  Free  Will  Bap- 
tist Press  Foundation,  Inc.,  and  cur- 
rently a  member  of  the  Board  of 
Directors  for  Mount  Olive  College. 
He  also  served  on  the  Board  of 
Directors  of  the  Seminary  and  Eureka 
College  at  Ayden. 

PRESIDENT  OF  MOUNT  ALLEN 
COLLEGE 

In  1952  he  accepted  the  position 
as  the  first  president  of  Mount  Allen 
College  (Cragmont  Assembly,  Black 
Mountain,  North  Carolina),  which 
later  became  Mount  Olive  College. 
He  served  as  president  of  Mount 
Allen  College  at  Black  Mountain, 
during  the  school  year  1952-1953. 


In  1953  Mount  Allen  College  was 
moved  to  a  new  location  in  Mount 
Olive.  Brother  Vernon  continued 
to  serve  the  College  as  president 
during  the  year  1953-1954,  and  taught 
a  night  class,  which  was  the  first 
class  held  in  the  new  location. 

During  the  time  given  above  the 
College  was  struggling  for  its  life. 
Many  people  were  passive  in  their 
attitude  to  the  college  program,  and 
many  were  solid  against  it;  and  I, 
as  the  chairman  of  the  board,  often 
become  discouraged  to  the  break- 
ing point.  However,  if  Brother 
Vernon  ever  became  discouraged  I 
never  knew  it,  because  he  always 
gave  the  feeling  of  encouragement. 
He  was  the  person  who  tipped  the 
chairman  of  the  board  of  directors 
off  to  the  fact  that  the  building  at 
Mount  Olive  might  be  bought  for  the 
College. 

As  I  cannot  in  the  time  allotted 
to  me  today  give  all  the  details 
concerning  this  great  man's  life, 
therefore,  I  will  cut  it  short  by 
saying  that  he  has  served  in  about 
every  capacity  that  his  denomination 
has  had,  and  has  served  without 
thought  of  eulogy,  reward,  or  for 
financial  gain.  He  just  served  to  the 
best  of  his  ability. 

The  Rev.  Mr.  Vernon  is  about  the 
first  minister  I  began  paying  much 
attention  to.  As  my  father's  home 
was  the  headquarters  for  the  dif- 
ferent ministers  who  came  once  a 
month  to  preach  at  my  home  church, 
Folkstone,  I  thought  of  them  as  a 
means  to  make  me  be  on  my  best 
behavior,  and  at  mealtime  "take  an 
old  cold  'tater'  and  wait."  However, 
Brother  Vernon  caused  me  to  think 
differently;  and,  he  had  a  greater 
influence  over  me  becoming  a  min- 
ister than  he  has  ever  known. 

A  MAN  OF  GOD 

I  have  known  him  since  those 
boyhood  days  of  long  ago,  and  I 
know  him  to  be  a  man  of  God, 
who  loves  the  Original  Free  Will 
Baptist  cause.  He  is  a  man  who 
has  given  of  himself  and  has  served 
as  few  men  has  or  will  for  Christ 
and  his  beloved  denomination.  I 
know  him  to  be  a  man  of  strict 
Christian  principals  with  high  ideals. 
I  know  him  to  be  honest,  pure,  wise, 
prudent,  and  always  observing  high 

(Continued  on  Page  13) 
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SUNDAY,  JULY  7 

Scripture   Reading-2  Corinthians 

9:7 

Giving  Is  Living 

The  health  of  a  human  body  de- 
pends upon  the  exhalations  as  well 
as  upon  its  inhalations.  It  is  reported 
that  a  boy  who  was  to  personate  a 
shining  cherub  in  a  play,  on  being 
covered  over  with  a  coating  of  gold 
leaf,  which  entirely  closed  the  pores 
of  his  skin,  died  in  consequence, 
before  relief  could  be  afforded.  Woe 
to  the  Christian  who  gets  so  gold- 
leafed  over  with  his  wealth  that  the 
pores  of  his  benevolence  are  re- 
strained. He  is  henceforth  dead 
spiritually,  though  he  may  have  a 
name  to  live. 

"That  man  may  breathe, 
but  never  live, 

Who  much  receives, 
but  nothing  gives; 

Whom  none  can  love, 
whom  none  can  thank, 

Creation's  blot, 
creation's  blank! ' ' 

-A.  J.  Gordon. 

Prayer  Thought 

Pray  that  whatever  our  mark  is  in 
life  that  it  will  not  be  a  complete 
blank.  The  thought  of  living  an  en- 
tire lifetime  and  leaving  behind  abso- 
lutely nothing  of  any  worth  is  most 
disquieting. 

MONDAY,  JULY  8 

Scripture    Reading-1  Corinthians 

7:7 

His  All 

In  a  lecture  at  Mansfield,  Dr. 
Dinsdale  T.  Young  said  that  the  sub- 
ject of  his  sermon -lectures  was 
Samuel  Bradburn,  a  poor  boy,  who 
once  worked  at  a  cobbler's  bench, 
and  who  became  a  minister  and  presi  - 
dent  of  the  Wesleyan  Methodist  Con- 
ference. At  one  conference  several 
ministers  spoke  of  the  sacrifices  they 
had  made,  one  saying  that  he  had 
"given  up  his  all"  to  take  up  the 
work  of  a  Christian  minister.  Mr. 
Bradburn  then  rose,  and,  to  the 
great  amusement  of  the  conference, 


said,  "Brethren,  when  I  came  into 
the  ministry  I  gave  up  half  a  dozen 
of  the  best  awls  that  a  man  ever  had." 
-Selected. 

Prayer  Thought 
Our  all  is  of  little  significance  in 
comparison  to  the  overpowering  all 
of  God.  If  we  are  unable  to  re- 
lease our  paltry  treasures  we  shall 
never  receive  God's  wealth  of  riches. 

TUESDAY,  JULY  9 

Scripture  Reading-Psalm  22:6 
Can  You  Qualify? 

Charles  Fox,  writes  of  "  'God's 
five -ranked  army  of  decreasing  hu- 
man weakness.'  Concerning  this 
army,  many  of  us  can  qualify  if  we 
are 

Foolish  enough  to  depend  on  Him  for 
wisdom; 

Weak  enough  to  be  empowered  with 
His  strength; 

Base  enough  to  have  no  honor  but 
God's  honor; 

Despised  enough  to  be  kept  in  the 
dust  at  His  feet; 

Nothing  enough  for  God  to  be  every- 
thing." 

-Selected. 

Prayer  Thought 
If  our  opinions  of  ourselves  are 
so  exalted  it  is  difficult  to  place 
God  first  in  our  lives.  Be  reminded 
that  our  God  is  a  jealous  God  and 
there  cannot  be  any  gods  before 
Him. 

WEDNESDAY,  JULY  10 

Scripture  Reading-Psalm  27:14 
The  Derelict 
The  derelict  ship  is  a  haunted  ship 
That  sails  where  the  moon  rides 
low; 

Her   course  is  determined  by  the 
The  derelict  ship  is  a  haunted  ship 
That  sails  where  the  moon  rides 
low; 

Her  course  is  determined  by  the  gales 
Which  buffet  her  to  and  fro. 

Just  like  the  old  ship,  adrift  at  sea, 
Sans  pilot,  sans  cargo,  and  goal, 
We  sometimes  trust  to  the  Winds  of 
Chance 

The  precious  sails  of  the  soul! 

-War  Cry. 

Prayer  Thought 
Our  lives  are  comparable  to 
voyages.  God  is  our  craft ,  and  we 
are  the  crew.  It  takes  the  prepara- 
tion of  a  dedicated  crew  and  a  sturdy 
craft  to  make  a  successful  voyage. 

THURSDAY,  JULY  11 

Scripture  Reading-Joshua  23:11 

Implicit  Obedience 
One   of  the  finest  tributes  ever 
paid  to  a  devoted  animal  is  told  in 


a  story  by  Archibald  Rutledge.  By 
chance  he  came  upon  a  Negro  tur- 
pentine worker,  whose  faithful  dog 
had  died  a  few  moments  earlier  in 
a  great  forest  fire,  because  he  would 
not  desert  his  master's  dinner  pail 
which  he  had  been  toldto watch.  With 
tears  on  his  face  the  old  Negro 
said,  "I  always  had  to  be  careful 
what  I  told  him  to  do  'cause  I  knew 
he'd  do  it."  Of  how  many  of  us, 
I  wonder,  could  the  Lord  say  such  a 
thing?  Love  of  God  makes  us 
obedient  unto  Him.  What  He  asks, 
we  give.  Where  He  sends  us,  we  go. 
While  He  leads,  we  follow.  Love  is 
not  cautious;  it  is  ever  brave  and 
generous  -Upper  Room. 

Prayer  Thought 
It  is  discouraging  to  realize  that 
many  of  us  have  less  faithfulness ; 
than  ordinary  dogs.  We  have  been 
told  what  might  be  accomplished  with 
a  faith  the  size  of  a  mustard  seed. 
Think  of  the  power  of  a  faith  the 
size  of  a  person. 

FRIDAY,  JULY  12 

Scripture  Reading-Romans  2:13 
A  Fireman-Not  a  Brakeman 

We  have  eased  up,  put  on  the 
brakes,  slowed  down  until  we  are; 
shorn  of  power.  The  story  is  told' 
in  Texas  of  a  bishop  who  went  to  the^ 
aid  of  a  pastor  in  a  campaign.  He 
put  his  best  into  the  work.  Great 
crowds  came  and  many  were  saved. 
It  was  a  glorious  meeting.  At  the; 
close  of  it  the  pastor  said,  "Bis- 
hop, you  are  a  great  preacher.  The; 
people  love  you.  You  are  doing  a 
great  work,  but  you  must  put  on  the; 
brakes."  The  bishop  looked  at  him 
and  said,  "Brother,  you  are  mis- 
taken. I  am  not  a  brakeman;  I  am  e 
fireman! '  '-Selected. 

Prayer  Thought 

Are  we  as  Christians  riding  the: 
brakes  on  our  vehicles  of  Chris- 
tianity? We  are  in  danger  of  causing: 
a  breakdown.  Proper  operation  of  anyi 
vehicle  is  necessary  to  steer  a 
straight  course. 

SATURDAY,  JULY  13 

Scripture  Reading-James  5:16 
"The  Face  Tells" 

Dr.  Joseph  Parker  says,  "You can 
tell  whether  a  man  has  been  keep- 
ing up  his  life  of  prayer.  His  witness 
is  in  his  face.  That  face  grows  in 
vulgarity  which  does  not  commune 
with  God  day  by  day.  It  loses 
beauty.  'The  shew  of  their  coun- 
tenance doth  witness  against  them.' 
There  is  an  invisible  sculptor  that 
chisels  the  face  into  the  upper  atti- 
tude of  the  soul.  'They  took  knowl- 
edge of  them,  that  they  had  been  with 

(Continued  on  Page  15) 
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THE  FREE  WILL  BAPTIS1 


BIBLE 


QUESTIONS 

and 
ANSWERS 


Conducted  by  J.  P.  BARROW 
Route  1,  Box  475,  LaGrange,  North  Carolina  28551 


Question:    What  all  is  involved  in 
;ing  a  Fundamentalist  as  a  Christ 
riiever? 
(Continued  from  Last  Issue) 
'  While  the  cults  and  Liberals  are 
5  ring  rampant  in  the  teaching  of  their 
1  lse  doctrines  it  behooves  you  and 

I  e  to  give  most  earnest  heed  to  the 
achings  of  the  Bible  that  warn  us 

gainst  such  false  prophets.  "Be- 
are  of  false  prophets,  which  come  to 
)u  in  sheep's  clothing,  but  inwardly 
ey  are  ravening  wolves.  Ye  shall 
low  them  by  their  fruits.  Do  men 
ither  grapes  of  thorns,  or  figs  of 

II  nstles?   .   .   .  Wherefore  by  their 

I  uits   ye   shall   know  them.  Not 

II  /ery  one  that  saith  unto  me,  Lord, 
"  brd,  shall  enter  into  the  kingdom 
\  ;  heaven;  but  he  that  doeth  the  will 
31  my  Father  which  is  in  heaven" 
Matthew  7:15,  16,  20,  21);  "For 
1!  |ere  shall  arise  false  Christs,  and 
;  lse  prophets,  and  shall  shew  great 
1(  gns  and  wonders;  insomuch  that,  if 
!  were  possible,  they  shall  deceive 
j  |e   very   elect"    (Matthew  24:24); 

III  But  there  were  false  prophets  also 
s  nong  the  people,  even  as  there  shall 
1  ;   false  teachers  among  you,  who 

fivily    shall    bring    in  damnable 
jresies,    even   denying   the  Lord 
at   bought  them,  and  bring  upon 
^lemselves  swift  destruction.  And 
s'  lany  shall  follow  their  pernicious 
"J  ays;  by  reason  of  whom  the  way  of 
nj'uth  shall  be  evil  spoken  of"  (2 
S  feter  2:1,  2);  "Beloved,  believe  not 
/ery   spirit,    but   try   the  spirits 
nether  they  are  of  God:  because 
lany  false  prophets  are  gone  out 
ito  the  world"  (1  John  4:1);  "O 
imothy,     keep     that     which  is 
anpmmitted  to   thy   trust,  avoiding 
p  "ofane  and  vain  babblings,  and  op- 
ss  jsitions    of    science    falsely  so 
iiWled"  (1  Timothy  6:20);  "Now  the 
i|  jririt  speaketh  expressly,  that  in  the 
tj  itter  times  some  shall  depart  from 
in  le  faith,  giving  heed  to  seducing 
n  ririts,    and    doctrines   of  devils; 
iai  aeaking  lies  in  hypocrisy;  having 
ti-  leir  conscience  seared  with  a  hot 
ra  -on"  (1  Timothy 4:1,  2);  "Whosoever 
il  enieth  the  Son,  the  same  hath  not 
\e  Father:    (but)  he  that  acknowl- 


edged the  Son  hath  the  Father  also' ' 
(1  John  2:23);  "If  there  come  any 
unto  you,  and  bring  not  this  doctrine, 
receive  him  not  into  your  house, 
neither  bid  him  God  speed:  For  he 
that  biddeth  him  God  speed  is 
partaker  of  his  evil  deeds"  (2  John 
10,  11);  "But  shun  profane  and  vain 
babblings:  for  they  will  increase  unto 
more  ungodliness"  (2  Timothy 2: 16). 

The  Scriptures  when  correctly 
studied  and  regarded  by  a  Christian 
will  enable  him  to  discern  and  there- 
fore shun  those  who  teach  "another 
gospel,"  making  him  God's  witness 
favoring  the  truth  and  condemning 
prevarications  of  God's  Holy  Word; 
thus,  filling  his  obligation  to  God  to 
be  "instant  in  season  and  out  of 
season,"  preaching  the  Word.  Re- 
member what  Jesus  says  in  Mark 
8:38,  "Whosoever  therefore  shall  be 
ashamed  of  me  and  of  my  words 
in  this  adulterous  and  sinful  genera- 
tion; of  him  also  shall  the  Son  of 
man  be  ashamed,  when  he  cometh 
in  the  glory  of  his  Father  with  the 
holy  angels,"  He  says  to  all  Chris- 
tians. 

It  may  not  seem  too  hard  for  one 
to  talk  the  language  of  a  Christian 
and  pursue  his  ends  when  that  one 
is  surrounded  by  sincere  witness- 
ing Christians,  but  it  is  a  different 
story  when  the  Christian  is 
surrounded  by  seducers  and  gain- 
sayers,  such  as  those  that  surrounded 
Peter  at  the  mock  trial  of  Jesus  when 
Peter  denied  Him.  Jesus  suggested 
that  Peter  repent  and  then  he  would 
be  able  to  teach  transgressions  This 
Peter  did  and  regained  recognition. 
Jesus  warns  us  not  to  sin  against 
the  Holy  Ghost  and  lose  our  op- 
portunity to  repent.  "He  ,  that 
being  often  reproved  hardeneth  his 
neck,  shall  suddenly  be  destroyed, 
and  that  without  remedy"  (Proverbs 
29:1);  "And  grieve  not  the  holy 
Spirit  of  God,  whereby  ye  are  sealed 
unto  the  day  of  redemption.  Let 
all  bitterness,  and  wrath,  and  anger, 
and  clamour,  and  evil  speaking,  be 
put  away  from  you,  with  all  malice: 
And  be  ye  kind  one  to  another, 
tenderhearted,  forgiving  one  another, 


even  as  God  for  Christ's  sake  hath 
forgiven  you"  (Ephesians  4:30-32); 
"Wherefore  I  say  unto  you,  All 
manner  of  sin  and  blashemy  shall 
be  forgiven  unto  men:  but  the 
blasphemy  against  the  Holy  Ghost 
shall  not  be  forgiven  unto  men.  And 
whosoever  speaketh  a  word  against 
the  Son  of  man,  it  shall  be  forgiven 
him:  but  whosoever  speaketh  against 
the  Holy  Ghost,  it  shall  not  be 
forgiven  him,  neither  in  this  world, 
neither  in  the  world  to  come.  Either 
make  the  tree  good,  and  his  fruit 
good;  or  else  make  the  tree  corrupt, 
and  his  fruit  corrupt:  for  the  tree 
is  known  by  his  fruit"  (Matthew 
12:31-33). 

Denying  Jesus  and  turning  from 
Him,  and  all  God  offers  in  the  Bible 
through  Him  to  His  followers,  is  the 
worst  thing  a  church  member  can  do. 
Taking  Him  as  Lord  and  Saviour, 
following  and  obeying  Him,  and  serv- 
ing Him  in  all  conditions  is  the  best 
and  most  profitable  thing  anyone  may 
do.  (Read  and  personally  apply 
Isaiah  1:18;  Matthew  11:28-30.) 


Churches  and  Ministers 
Available 

( Note:  This  column  is  provided,  when 
needed,  for  any  church  that  is  seeking  a 
pastor  and  for  any  minister  who  is  seeking 
a  church  to  serve  and  would  like  to  give 
such  notice.  Please  send  the  necessary  in- 
formation to  the  editor  of  "The  Free  Will 
Baptist."  Each  notice  will  run  for  two  is- 
sues only.) 


The  Powhatan  Original  Free  Will 
Baptist  Church,  Route  2,  Clayton, 
North  Carolina,  is  in  need  of  an 
experienced  pastor  for  full-time 
services.  Any  minister  interested 
in  serving  this  church  please  call 
Mr.  J.  J.  Williams  (919)  553-7674, 
or  write  to  him  at  Route  1,  Box  492, 
Clayton  27520. 


BOOKSTORE 
HOURS 

***** 

*  The  Ayden  Bible  and  Bookstore, 

*  located  at  the  Free  Will  Baptist 

*  Press  Foundation,  Inc.,  811  North 

*  Lee  Street,  Ayden,  North  Caro- 

*  lina,    observes    the  following 

*  hours: 

*  Monday-Friday-8  a.m.  to  5  p.m. 

*  Saturday-9  a.m.  to  5  p.m. 
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Free  Will  Baptist  Children's  Home 

"A  Christian  Home  for  Bors  and  Girls" 
MIWM.KSKX,  NORTH  CAROLINA  27557 
MR.  SAMMY  WEEKS,  Superintendent  -  Phone  (919)235-4079 


Religious  Contributions 

Reedy  Branch 
Kose  Hill 

727.53 
75.00 

MAY,  1974 

Rose  of  Sharon 

100.00 

Saratoga 
Spring  Branch 

187.55 
14.00 

Albermarle  Conference 

Sweet  Gum  Grove 

25.00 

Belhaven  $ 

25.00 

1 arboro 

100.00 

Hickory  Chapel 

216.00 

Williamston 

100. uo 

Malachi's  Chapel 

123.06 

Winterville 

276.81 

Mt.  Tabor 

60.57 

Total  $ 

7,258.11 

Auxiliary  Convention 

169.10 

Shiloh 

69.70 

Eastern  Conference 

Sidney 

25.00 

Antioch  $ 

184.00 

Trinity 

130.00 

Beulaville 

300.00 

Total  $ 

818.43 

Bethlehem 
Bethel 

50.00 
125.00 

Cape  Fear  Conference 

British  Chapel 

19.00 

Casey's  Chapel  $ 

100.75 

Cabin 

75.00 

Eastwood  Mission 

5.00 

Christian  Chapel 

65.00 

Faith 

150.00 

Core  Creek 

87.80 

Lee's  Chapel 

850.47 

Crab  Point 

15.00 

Auxiliary  Convention 

55.65 

Core  Point 

45.75 

Oak  Grove 

159.92 

Croatan 

100.00 

Palmer  Memorial 

20.00 

Davis 

328.00 

Powhatan 

20.00 

Deep  Run 

88.00 

Riverside 

125.00 

Dublin  Grove 

37.25 

Robert's  Grove 

224.95 

Friendship 

24.53 

Saint  Mary's  Grove 

10.00 

Grant's  Chapel 

50.00 

Shady  Grove 

15.00 

Gray  Branch 

412.60 

Smyrna 

25.00 

Hillsberry 

89.41 

Smithfield 

10.00 

Holly  Springs 

1,718.04 

Tee's  Chapel 

409.96 

Indian  Springs 

13.00 

Wooten's  Chapel 

200.00 

Jackson  Heights 

83.41 

Total  $ 

3,292.67 

Juniper  Chapel 
Kinston,  First 

296.20 
40.00 

Central  Conference 

Lanier's  Chapel 

10.00 

Aspen  Grove  $ 

264.00 

Long  Ridge 

20.00 

Ayden 

270.00 

Moseley's  Creek 

465.00 

Bethany 

46.75 

Mt.  Pleasant 

20.00 

Black  Jack 

723.24 

Mt.  Zion 

80.00 

Community 

103.97 

Eula  Jones 

5.00 

Dilda's  Grove 

194.00 

Carteret  Union 

27.50 

Edgewood 

5.00 

New  Bethlehem 

28.93 

Free  Union 

191.48 

New  Haven 

39.84 

Friendship 

633.70 

Northeast 

78.40 

Greenville 

10.00 

Oak  Grove 

105.00 

Gum  Swamp 

100.00 

Oriental 

65.64 

Harrell's  Chapel 

110.00 

Pearsall  Chapel 

179.94 

Hickory  Grove 

711.57 

Pilgrim  Home 

25.00 

Hugo 

258.00 

Pilgrim  Rest 

25.00 

Hull  Road 

18.00 

Reunion  Chapel 

100.00 

King's  Cross  Road 

354.58 

Rooty  Banch 

100.00 

LaGrange 

350.00 

Sandy  Plain 

384.66 

Little  Creek 

55.00 

Sarecta 

80.00 

Central  Youth  Fellowship 

180.00 

Smyrna 

60.00 

Ormondsville 

255.00 

Sneads  Ferry 
Snow  Hill 

45.00 

Otter's  Creek 

345.69 

10.00 

Owen's  Chapel 

136.49 

Sound  View 

150.00 

Peace 

335.75 

St.  Mary's 

105.00 

Vanceboro 
Warden's  Grove 
Warsaw 

Whaley's  Chapel 
Wilmington 
Total 


150.00 
1,038.93 
25.00 
59.46 
25.00 


$  7, 

Pee  Dee  Association 

Beaverdam  $ 

Emerson 

Oak  Grove 

Total  « — 


Piedmont  Conference 

Durham  $ 

Auxiliary  Convention   

Total  $ 

Rockfish  Conference 

Rockfish  Conference  $ 

Western  Conference 
Barnes  Hill  $ 
Branch  Chapel 
Calvary 

Everett's  Chapel 
Free  Union 
Fremont 
Friendship 
Holly  Springs 
Kenly 

Little  Rock 
Living  Waters 
Marsh  Swamp 
Memorial  Chapel 
Micro 
Milbournie 
Mt.  Zion 

Auxiliary  Convention 
First  S.  S.  Convention 
New  Sandy  Hill 
Northern 
Oak  Grove 
People's  Chapel 
Pine  Level 
Piney  Grove 
Pleasant  Grove 
Pleasant  Hill 
Pleasant  Plain 
Rains  Cross  Road 
Sherron  Acres 
Spring  Hill 
Stancil's  Chapel 
Stoney  Creek 
Stony  Hill 
St.  Mary's 
Union  Chapel 
Watson's  Grove 
Wilson 
Total 


$  5,671.: 
$  287.80 


Auxiliary  Convention 

Other  States 

Shelby,  Ohio 
Laurel  City,  W.  Va. 

Total  $  125M 

Other  Religious  Contributions 

$  142.8 

Loose  Offering,  Founder's  Day 

$  104.0 

Total   Religious   Contributions  fori 

May  $26,195.3 

(Continued  on  Page  14) 
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C  R  A,G  MONT  ASSEMBLY  NEWS 

Black  Mountain,  North  Carolina 


Cragmont's  Largest  Assembly 


by  L.  E.  Ballard 
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III! 


Four  large  buses  and  three  cars 
rought  the  largest  group  of  young 
eople  ever  to  assemble  at  Crag- 
lont  for  the  General  Youth  Con- 
srence  June  10-15,  1974.  One 
undred  seventy -eight  campers  and 
punselors  occupied  all  available 
[pace  at  our  mountain  retreat.  On 
he  sad  side,  we  were  forced  to 
efuse  more  than  thirty  applications. 

God  blessed  us  with  a  wonderful 
/eek,  both  as  to  the  weather  and  the 
piritual  benefits  of  the  conference. 
)espite  the  fact  that  about  two  thirds 
f  the  campers  were  in  the  moun- 
ains  for  the  first  time  and  not 
amiliar  with  dangers  unknown  to 
eople  of  the  level  land,  we  had 
io  accidents  of  any  serious  nature, 
nd  as  few  problems  as  we  have  ever 
lad  despite  the  crowded  conditions 
nd  greater  numbers  of  young  peo- 
>le.  It  was  noted  by  some  of  us 
vho  have  participated  in  many  youth 


Ii\  t_Jr     rf  r 


conferences,  that  we  had  less 
smokers  in  this  large  group  than 
we  have  had  in  many  smaller  groups. 
Also,  despite  the  fact  that  we  had 
more  teen-agers  of  "courting  age," 
and  a  more  equally  divided  group  as 
to  sexes,  we  had  no  "boy  and  girl" 
problems  of  any  serious  nature. 
Truly,  the  boys  and  girls  of  this 
large  group  obeyed  the  rule  in  effect 
for  years  in  all  conferences 
sponsored  by  our  State  Sunday  School 
Convention:  "Let  all  our  boys  and 
girls  respect  one  another  as  brothers 
and  sisters. " 

We  want  to  put  "first  things  first" 
in  this  report,  so  let  us  observe 
that  our  campus  pastor  and 
evangelist,  the  Rev.  Wayne  King, 
gave  us  messages  from  night  tonight 
well  adapted  to  young  people,  yet  in  no 
way  compromising  the  gospel  of  Je- 
sus Christ.  And  from  night  to  night, 
the  young  people  came  to  the  altar- 
a  great  number  to  receive  Christ 


as  Saviour  and  many  others  to  re- 
dedicate  their  lives  to  Him  or  to 
enlist  for  Christian  service.  By  the 
closing  night,  practically  everyone  of 
the  163  campers  had  made  some 
kind  of  commitment  to  the  Lord. 
How  genuine  and  sincere  these  com- 
mitments were,  we  have  no  way  of 
knowing.  We  do  know,  however,  that 
the  group  attending  from  the  church 
this  writer  currently  pastors,  St. 
Mary's  of  New  Bern,  were  given  the 
evening  service  on  the  Sunday  follow- 
ing the  conference,  and  they  sang 
some  of  the  wonderful  choruses  they 
learned  at  Cragmont,  gave  their 
testimonies,  and  filled  the  altar  with 
people  seeking  Christ  and  a  deeper 
spiritual  life!  We  did  not  preach 
that  evening-there  was  no  need  to 
preach. 

There  were  other  good  things,  too. 
In  the  morning  workshops,  our  young 
people  learned  many  valuable  things. 
The  fellowship  was  great  throughout 
the  week.  A  well -prepared  program 
of  recreation  contributed  to  the 
physical  good  of  the  boys  and  girls. 
A  visit  to  Carowinds  on  Wednesday 
was  enjoyed  by  all.  Other  trips  and 
hikes  brought  additional  pleasures. 
Yes,  it  was  all  great! 

This  writer,  under  whose  general 
supervision  the  State  Sunday  School 
Convention  sponsored  conferences 
are  promoted,  wishes  to  express  ap- 
preciation for  the  splendid  work  done 
by  Director  Jack  Mayo  and  his  ex- 
cellent staff  in  planning  and  carry- 
ing out  the  program.  All  but  four 
of  the  counselors  had  worked  in 
Cragmont  conferences  before,  but  the 
new  ones  fitted  in  so  well  that  you 
would  have  thought  them  all  ex- 
perienced in  the  work  they  did  dur- 
ing the  week.  Wayne  King,  Carol 
Keech,  Ron  Braxton,  and  Bryan Caton 
were  as  loyal  and  praiseworthy  as 
were  Steve  and  Faye  Little,  "Ma" 
Ballard,  Ada  and  Rose  Ross,  Bruce 
and  Debbie  Gray,  Debra  King,  and 
Wayne  Vincent-all  of  whom  had  work- 
ed in  former  conferences.  To  all 
goes  our  thanks  and  the  thanks  of 
the  State  Sunday  School  Convention. 

The  conference  came  to  a  close 
late  Friday  night  with  a  most  im- 
pressive candlelight  procession  and 
the  singing  of  the  conference  theme 
song,  "Give  Me  Oil  in  My  Lamp, 
Keep  Me  Burning";  along  with  other 
thrilling  songs  and  choruses,  which 
will  long  be  remembered  by  all  who 
were  witnesses  to  it.  Once  again, 
youth  has  "looked  unto  the  hills" 
(see  Psalm  121),  and  witnessed  the 
glory  of  God! 


THE  FREE  WILL  BAPTIST 


7 


PROGRAM 

Theme:  Church  Growth 
Scripture:  1  Corinthians  3:6 
MORNING  SESSION 

10:00  A.M. 
Hymn 
Prayer 

Welcome— Host  Church 

Purpose  and  Goal  of  the  Program- 
Rev.  Joseph  Ingram 

Special  Music— Eastern  Conference 

Message— Dr.  William  L.  Bennett 

11:00  A.M. 

Hymn 

Special  Music— Eastern  Conference 
Message— Rev.  C.  F.  Bowen 
Hymn  of  Dedication 
12:00-1:00— Lunch 

AFTERNOON  SESSION 
1:00  P.M. 
Hymn 

Special  Music— Central  Conference 
Devotional  — Mrs.  Edwin  Roper. 
Hymn 

Church  and  Christian  Growth  — 
Dr.  Bennett 

2:00  P.M. 

Hymn 

Special  Music— Central  Conference 
Message— Rev.  Scott  Sowers 
Hymn 

EVENING  SESSION 

7:30  P.M. 
Hymn 
Prayer 

Praise  Through  Song— Combined 
Choirs  of  Stoney  Creek  Church 

Offering 

Doxology  and  Offertory 

Special  Music- 
Mr.  Sherwood  Parker 

Message— Dr.  Bennett 

Hymn 

Benediction 
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e  Purpose 

To  paraphrase  1  Corinthinas  3:6,  our  Conference  Scripture  verse, 
plant  the  seed  of  His  Word  and  cultivate  it  in  the  hearts  of  men, 
3od  gives  it  growth." 

As  Paul  saw  himself,  he  was  nothing,  and  Apollos  was  nothing, 
h  made  two  nothings.  But  wait;  when  God  joined  them  Paul  could 
"Now  he  that  planteth  and  he  that  watereth  are  one  .  .  ."  (v.  8). 
made  something  out  of  two  nothings! 

The  purpose  of  this  mission-evangelism  conference  is  to  show  us 
we,  too,  can  plant  and  cultivate  the  blessed  seed  of  His  Word  in  the 
s  of  men  all  over  the  world,  and  know  that  His  Word  will  not  return 
God  will  give  the  increase— the  growth— to  the  seed.  Of  that  we 
always  be  certain. 

That  we  may  be  inspired  to  plant  and  water  the  seed,  and  to  look 
od  for  the  increase,  we  will  hear  several  speakers  today  present 
ihallenge  of  the  Cross  to  us.  We  welcome  back  to  our  conference 
Mlliam  L.  Bennett,  pastor  of  the  First  Baptist  Church  of  Fort  Smith 
nsas,  a  church  with  a  membership  of  over  5,000.  He  is  a  native  of 
i  Carolina  and  a  graduate  of  both  Wake  Forest  and  Duke 
rsities . 

May  God  bless  you  as  you  take  part  in  this  annual  mission-evan- 
sm  conference. 


SPONSORED  BY- 


THE  MISSION  BOARD  AND 
WOMAN'S  AUXILIARY  CONVENTION 
OF  THE  NORTH  CAROLINA  STATE 
CONVENTION  OF  ORIGINAL 
FREE  WILL  BAPTISTS 


field 


INFORMATION 

The  accompanying  map  will 
show  you  how  to  reach  Stoney 
Creek  Free  Will  Baptist  Church, 
located  on  the  Patetown  Road, 
leading  off  U.S.  117  on  the  north 
edge  of  Goldsboro.  Rev.  F.  A. 
Rivenbark,  a  member  of  the 
mission  board,  is  pastor  of  this 
thriving  rural  congregation. 

FOR  FURTHER  INFORMATION 
Please  contact  Rev.  Joseph  In- 
gram, state  missions   director,  P. 
O.    Box  979,    Goldsboro',  North 
Carolina  27530. 

Remember,  all  roads  lead  to 
Stoney  Creek  July  16;  get  on  one 
of  them! 


MISSION-EVANGELISM  CONFERENCE 

July  16,  1974 

Stoney  Creek  Free  Will  Baptist  Church 

Theme: 

"Church  Growth"  —  1  Corinthians  3:6 
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ST.  CLAIRE  BIBLE  CLAS£"} 
THE  SUNDAY  fCTU^> 


SCHOOL  LESSOIS^ 


FOR  JULY  14  AND  21 


1: 


Christian  Renewal 

Printed  Text:  Ephesians  4:17-32 
Memory  Verse:  Romans  12:2 

I.  INTRODUCTION 

When  an  individual  repents  of  his 
sins  and  accepts  Christ  as  Lord  and 
Redeemer,  he  finds  new  life  in  Christ 
by  the  indwelling  Spirit  of  God. 
We  call  this  new  life  in  Christ 
"regeneration  or  new  birth."  This 
means  that  our  old  nature  with  its 
sinful  impulses  and  desires  has  been 
crucified,  so  to  speak,  and  we  have 
found  a  new  life  and  a  new  nature 
in  Christ.  As  the  old  man  was  carnal 
in  nature,  the  new  man  in  Christ  is 
spiritual,  for  it  represents  Christ 
living  in  us. 

Paul  never  missed  an  opportunity 
to  point  out  to  Christians  that  since 
they  have  been  crucified  to  sin 
through  the  death  of  the  old  man,  and 
have  arisen  to  the  newness  of 
spiritual  life  in  Christ,  the  old  man 
must  no  longer  exercise  dominion 
over  them.  He  calls  upon  Christians 
to  walk  worthy  of  the  vocation  to 
which  they  are  called  and  to  walk 
worthy  of  the  new  life  which  now  be- 
longs to  them.  To  continue  to  walk 
after  the  manner  of  the  world  is  an 
open  confession  that  the  Spirit  of 
Christ  does  not  abide  in  us. 

Gentile  believers  were  to  know 
that  they  now  differ  from  other  Gen- 
tiles. They  must  no  longer  do  those 
things  that  are  contrary  to  the  teach- 
ings of  their  Lord  and  which  are  in 
opposition  to  the  new  life  which  they 
have  found  in  Him. -The  Senior  Quar- 
terly (F.  W.  B  ). 

n.     HINTS  THAT  HELP 

A.  Point  out  that  while  there  is 
much  joy  in  the  Christian  life,  there 
are  also  some  moral  and  ethical 
demands. 

B.  Show  that  doctrine  is  useless 
unless  it  expresses  itself  in  Christian 
character .  In  the  first  three  chapters 
of  Ephesians  we  have  been  concern- 
ed with  the  doctrine  of  the  church,  and 
in  the  last  three  chapters  we  are  con- 
cerned with  the  way  church  members 
ought  to  live. 

C.  Be  sure  to  stress  in  this  lesson 
that  we  are  saved  by  grace  through 


faith,  and  not  by  our  works.  But 
after  we  are  saved,  God  has  a  right 
to  expect  us  to  live  this  new  life 
that  He  has  given  us  in  such  a  way 
that   it   will   bring   glory  to  Him. 

D.  A  good  question  for  class 
discussion:  "How  does  God  deal  with 
sin  in  the  lives  of  His  children?" 

E.  The  Christian  life  should  be 
an  expression  of  an  inward  ex- 
perience; therefore,  be  sure  that  you 
do  not  leave  the  impression  in  your 
class  that  we  must  live  a  certain 
way  in  order  to  be  saved.  Christians 
are  already  saved.  Our  Christian 
experience  must  motivate  us  to  want 
to  live  for  God.  If  it  has  not  we 
should  examine  our  experience. 

-The  Bible  Teacher  (F.  W.  B  ). 

HI.    ADDITIONAL  TRUTHS 

A.  The  newness  of  a  Christian's 
life  is  not  merely  a  reforming  of  the 
old  life,  but  a  new  style  and  new 
quality  of  life.  It  is  life  lived  in  the 
same  old  body,  but  under  new 
management,  with  new  goals,  new 
motivation,  and  a  new  Spirit.  It  is 
life  lived  in  and  for  Christ,  lived  as 
God  intended,  and  into  which  He  calls 
men  through  His  word.  This  life  He 
made  available  to  man  through  His 
Son. 

God's  Word  is  concerned  with  two 
kinds  of  life:  life  in  the  flesh  and 
life  in  the  Spirit.  One  may  deceive 
himself  and  others  as  to  which  life 
he  is  living.  A  most  noble  act  may  be 
motivated  by  the  carnal  or  fleshly 
nature. 

Someone  may  foil  a  violent  crime 
or  risk  his  life  rescuing  a  child 
from  danger .  The  deed  i  s  commend  - 
able;  but  he  may  have  done  it  because 
he  desires  fame  and  publicity,  or  for 
hope  of  reward.  His  good  deed  may 
have  sprung  from  his  lower  nature, 
a  work  of  the  flesh. 

Another  may  do  a  similiar  deed 
because  he  loves  righteousness  or  is 
moved  by  genuine  compassion;  and 
for  him  it  is  indeed  a  fruit  of  the 
Spirit. 

Most  deeds,  however,  will  them- 
selves reveal  their  own  motive. 
There  is  no  right  way  to  do  a  wrong 
thing;  no  right  motive  for  sinning. 
-Standard  Lesson  Commentary. 

B.  Actually,  temperance  means 
discipline— the  cultivation    of  good 


habits.  The  difference  between  a  good 
life  and  a  poor  one  is  the  difference 
between  the  habits  of  each. 

A  wise  old  man  was  once  taking 
a  stroll  through  a  forest  with  a 
shiftless  youth  at  his  side.  The  man 
suddenly  stopped  and  pointed  to  four 
plants.  The  first  was  a  tiny  sprout. 
The  second  had  rooted  itself  quite 
firmly.  The  third  was  a  small 
shrub.  The  fourth  had  grown  into 
a  well -developed  tree. 

The  old  man  said,  "Pull  up  the 
first  plant."  The  youth  pulled  it 
up  easily  with  his  fingers. 

"Now  pull  up  the  second,"  said 
the  man.  The  youth  obeyed,  and  with 
a  slight  effort  the  plant  came  up,  j 
roots  and  all. 

"And  now  the  third,"  continued  the 
elderly  gentleman.  The  boy  pulled 
with  one  hand,  then  the  other,  but 
it  would  not  come .  Then  he  took 
both  hands,  and  the  plant  yielded 
to  all  his  strength. 

"And  now,"  said  the  old  man, 
"try  the  fourth."  The  youth  grasped 
the  trunk  with  all  his  might,  but  hardly 
a  leaf  shook.  "I  cannot  move  it," 
he  said. 

"Just  so,  my  son,"  said  the  wise 
old  man,  "with  our  habits.  When 
they  are  young  and  small  we  can  cast 
them  out,  but  when  they  are  full 
grown  they  cannot  be  uprooted." 
-Tarbell's  Teacher's  Guide. 


Partnership  in  the 
Gospel 

Printed  Text:     Philippians  1:1-11 

4:10-13 

Memory  Verse:     Philippians  1:3- 

I.  INTRODUCTION 

This  Sunday  and  next  we  will  study 
lessons  from  one  of  Paul's  finest 
though  brief  letters,  written  to  the 
church  at  Philippi,  a  chief  city  at 
that  time  in  Macedonia.  Paul  founded 
the  church  in  A.  D.  50  or  51,  and  this 
letter  was  written  in  A.  D.  64,  as 
most  scholars  believe.  It  was  written 
from  Rome  where  Paul  was  im- 
prisoned. 

The  theme  of  the  letter  is  "Chris- 
tian Experience,"  and  its  key  verse 
is  "For  to  me  to  live  is  Christ,  and 
to  die  is  gain"  (1:21).  In  this  letter 
Paul  sought  to  link  up  younger  and 
less -experienced  labors  in  the  gos- 
pel with  himself,  thus  showing  the 
importance  of  partnership  in  the  gos- 
pel. As  we  view  its  application  to 
ourselves,  we  know  we  cannot  share 
the  privilege  these  Christians  had 
with  Paul,  but  we  can  develop  a 
(Continued  on  Page  13) 
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Unmitigated 


by  the  Rev.  R.  P.  Harris 


Scriptural  Basis:  "Set  your  af- 
lection  on  things  above,  not  on  things 
>n  the  earth"  (Colossians  3:2). 

:he  duty  of  man  to  change 
the  attitude  of  his  mind 

The  humility  of  the  mind  is  one 
•f  the  ways  by  which  man  can  refrain 
rom  strife  and  vainglory.  Humility 
bill  take  the  mind  off  earthly  pur- 
suits or  indulgences  which  spoil  a 
person's  life.  It  causes  him.  so 
speak,  to  come  down  off  his  high 
iorse.  takes  his  head  out  of  the 
louds.  and  gives  him  a  sense  to 
■isteem  others  better  than  himself. 

Christian  must  learn  to  work  with 
owly  things.  He  must  realize  that 
he  "devil  is  the  god  of  this  world 
^nd  he  works  in  the  so-called  high 
blaces  in  life.  "Put  on  therefore, 
as  the  elect  of  God.  holy  and  beloved, 
powels  of  mercies,  kindness,  and 
humbleness  of  mind,  meekness, 
ongsuffering"  (Colossians  3:12). 

Christians  are  to  take  a  good  look 
^t  themselves  to  see  if  they  are 
talking  in  the  vanity  of  their  minds. 
Gentiles  were  a  people  referred  to  in 
Paul's  day  as  pagans  and  sinners. 
'They  were  not  Jews.  There  were  two 
classes  of  people  with  whom  to  deal- 
he  Gentiles  and  the  Jews.  Since  God 
dealt  specifically  with  the  Jews  and 
iaimed  them  as  His  people,  the  Gen- 
iles  were  considered  out  of  touch 
with  God.  Now  it  is  different:  God 
has  committed  the  authority  and  the 
spreading  of  the  gospel  to  the  world 
through  the  Gentile  people.  Before 
it  had  been  necessary  for  a  Gen- 
Jtile.  in  a  sense,  to  become  a  Jew 
In  order  to  be  saved.  Now  the  Jews 
were  obligated  to  come  to  Christ 
and  be  saved  in  the  same  manner  as 
the  Gentiles.  There  is  only  one 
•way  to  be  saved  and  Jesus  Christ 
lis  that  way.  All  people,  world- 
wide, are  saved  through  faith  in  and 
■obedience  to  Christ. 


BIBLE  TIMES 

BIRDS  AND  FOWLS 


bv  Mrs.  Royce  Matthews 
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The  birds  and  fowls  of  Bible  times  in  last  week's  issue  of  the  "Baptist" 
are  circled  in  the  puzzle  above.  Remember,  the  words  may  read  vertically, 
horizontally,  or  diagonally,  and  may  be  spelled  forwards  or  backwards. 
Hope  you  were  able  to  find  all  of  them. 


Man  must  learn  how  to  control 
the  desired  of  the  mind.  "Among 
whom  also  we  all  had  our  conversa- 
tion (manner  of  living)  in  times  past 
in  the  lusts  of  our  flesh,  fulfilling 
the  desires  of  the  flesh  and  of  the 
mind:  and  were  by  nature  the  children 
of  wrath,  even  as  others"  (Ephesians 
2:3).  The  desire  of  the  mind  may 
well  be  the  besetting  sin  of  more 
people  than  anything  else  in  this 
world.  Repentance  to  God  is  the  only 
act  of  man  which  may  clear  his 
mind  of  all  evil.  Repentance  means 
a  change  of  direction,  a  change  in 
habits,  in  actions,  and  in  language. 
The  things  you  once  loved  you  now 
hate,  and  the  things  you  once  hated 
now  you  love.  It  is  an  "about 
face."  You  were  moving  in  the 
direction  of  sin.  now  you  have  turned 
from  sin  and  are  seeking  for  the 
truth. 

Finally,  the  cause  for  lusting  must 


be  destroyed.  This  is  accomplished 
by  cutting  off  the  desires  of  the  mind 
in  that  direction.  The  stream  of  de- 
sire may  be  flowing  freely,  but  if 
the  head  of  the  stream  dries  up 
it  will  cease  to  flow.  Therefore, 
we  must  learn  to  deal  with  desire 
at  the  fountainhead.  Cut  it  off  before 
it  begins  to  move  out.  The  desires 
of  the  flesh  must  come  under  the 
scrutiny  of  the  Holy  Spirit  and  be 
dealt  with  under  His  authority.  The 
Holy  Spirit  is  God  and  He  indwells 
the  heart  of  the  believer.  One 
must  invite  the  Holy  Spirit  into  his 
life,  making  room  for  Him  and  mak- 
ing Him  a  vital  part  of  the  house- 
hold. The  Holy  Spirit  imparts  wis- 
dom to  us  and  prays  for  us.  We 
need  to  honor  Him  in  our  lives  and 
not  grieve  Him.  He  will  change 
us  from  the  children  of  wrath  to  the 
children  of  God. 
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STORIES 

for  our  youth 


Sandra'*  Playmate 

Sby  Miss  Sara  Branch 
UDDENLY  the  thunder  roared  and 
the  lightning  flashed.  The 
sky  was  turning  dark  and  the  clouds 
seemed  to  be  following  Sandra  and 
her  playmate.  Spot,  who  was  a  little 
puppy,  was  her  playmate.  Spot 
loved  Sandra  very  much  and  wanted 
to  see  no  harm  come  to  her,  but 
thunderstorms  were  another  question 
of  thought  for  the  little  brown  and 
white  puppy  was  afraid.  All  Spot 
wanted  to  do  was  to  return  home  and 
get  in  the  house  with  her  mistress. 
There  she  would  be  safe  and  sound 
from  the  storm-free  from  the  noise 
and  the  fast-flashing  lightning. 

"Come  on,  Spot!"  Sandra  yelled. 
"We  must  hurry  to  the  house  before 
the  rain  comes." 

Their  day  of  play  for  the  time 
being  had  ended,  as  raindrops  began 
to  fall.  Six  little  feet  ran  faster 
than  ever. 

"Mother  will  punish  us  if  we  come 
into  the  house  all  wet.  I  don't 
want  her  to  punish  me  or  make  you 
stay  outside  on  the  doorsteps.  I 
love  you,  Spot!  Hurry!" 

Spot  ran  long  beside  Sandra  until 
they  reached  the  house.  Sandra's 
mother  was  canning  vegetables.  The 
weather  for  the  summer  had  been 
very  hot  until  now  when  the  rain 
began. 

"My,  we  sure  needed  the  rain," 
•Said  Sandra's  mother.  "It  has  been 
so  hot  today.  The  vegetables  in 
the  garden  need  it  and  so  do  the 
crops  in  your  father's  fields." 

Sandra  crept  slowly  to  the  window- 
pane  as  her  mother  was  talking  to 
her.  She  replied  sadly,  "But  Mother, 
why  did  God  cause  it  to  rain  today 
when  Spot  and  I  were  having  so  much 
fun?  I  had  just  taught  her  to  ride 
on  my  tricycle  as  I  pushed  her  and 
she  already  likes  to  ride  in  my 
wagon."  Tears  of  disappointment 
formed  in  the  child's  eyes  as  she 
looked  at  her  little  playmate  laying 


comfortably  on  a  small  rug  on  the 
floor . 

"My  child,  there  will  be  other 
sunny  days  when  you  and  Spot  can 
play;  so  while  it  is  raining,  how  about 
finding  a  game  in  your  toy  chest 
and  playing  with  it.  Maybe  after  the 
rain,  we  can  all  go  out  and  find  a 
rainbow.    How  would  you  like  that?" 

"I  would  love  it!"  exclaimed 
Sandra.  "But  Mother,  can  Spot  stay 
beside  me  in  the  house  while  it  is 
thundering  and  lightning?  Look,  she 
is  shaking  all  over." 

"Yes,  but  only  until  it  stops  rain- 


ing. A  dog's  place  is  outside  the 
house  not  in  it,"  said  Mother. 

Then  Mother  turned  and  said  to  the 
dog,  "Now  Spot,  you  stay  there 
where  you  are  and  be  quiet  like  a 
good  dog." 

Spot  hung  her  ears  in  despair  as 
if  Sandra's  mother  was  going  to 
whip  her  with  a  newspaper,  but  she 
soon  realized  that  she  was  being 
sheltered  from  the  rain;  so  she  re- 
mained on  the  old  rug  which  was 
warm  to  her  cold,  wet,  glittering 
fur. 

Sandra  found  her  alphabet  game 
which  she  had  received  for  her 
fifth  birthday  from  her  Sunday  school 
teacher.    The  game  was  fun  to  play. 

Soon  Mother  finished  canning  the 
vegetables  and  sat  down  at  a  small 
table  to    join  Sandra  in  the  game. 


1 

"Mother,  I  am  glad  you  are  play- 
ing this  game  with  me,"  saidSandra. 

"A  is  for  apple,"  replied  Mother. 

"Hey,  that  is  what  we  colored  in 
our  pictures  at  Sunday  school  Sun- 
day," said  Sandra. 

"Your  lesson  must  have  been  about 
the  creation,"  added  Mother. 

"Yes,  Adam  and  Eve  loved  God  and 
lived  in  a  beautiful  garden  and  had 
many  animals  around  them.  There 
were  many  trees  too,  but  they  ate 
fruit  from  a  bad  tree,"  Sandra 
told  her  mother. 

"B  is  for  baby,"  said  Sandra  as 
she  played  her  turn  in  the  game. 

"What  baby  is  your  favorite  in 
the  Bible?"  asked  Mother. 

"Moses  in  his  little  boat,  and  also 
Jesus,  who  was  born  in  a  stable," 
replied  Sandra. 

"C  is  for  Christ,"  Mother  chose 
as  she  continued  to  play  the  game. 

"C  is  also  for  climb,"  added 
Sandra.  "Zacchaeus  climbed  up  a 
tree  as  Spot  climbs  a  ladder."  Spot 
turned  her  head  and  listened  as  her 
name  was  called.  Her  ears  went 
up. 

"D  is  for  deeds,"  picked  Sandra. 

"Jesus  did  many  deeds  for  people 
as  He  fed  the  hunger  people  and 
healed  the  sick,"  explained  Mother. 

"You  know  many  things,"  Sandra 
said,  "about  the  Bible." 

"Yes,  and  I  can  tell  you  have 
been  listening  to  your  Sunday  school 
teacher,  my  child.  You  have  gotten 
all  your  explanations  to  your  squares 
in  the  game  right." 

Suddenly  Spot  jumped  up  and  began 
to  bark.  She  was  ready  to  go  out- 
side because  the  rain  had  stopped. 

"Mother,  can  Spot  and  I  go  out- 
side now?"  begged  Sandra. 

"No  dear,  it  is  too  wet  outside 
for  you  to  play  anymore  today.  Wait 
a  moment  and  I  will  get  the  car 
so  you,  Spot,  and  I  can  ride  and  see 
if  we  can  see  a  rainbow  and  how 
much  water  is  standing  in  the  fields." 

As  they  drove  along,  Sandra  lay 
her  head  on  the  car  seat.  She  felt 
sleepy.  Suddenly  her  mother  said, 
"Look  Sandra!  I  see  the  rainbow. 
Now  we  can  go  home." 

"Mother,  I  am  tired,"  saidSandra. 
"I   know  you  are,"  replied  her 
Mother. 

That  night  Spot  slept  in  her  dog- 
house, while  Sandra  slept  tucked 
gently  in  her  little  bed.  Before 
going  to  bed,  however,  Sandra 
thanked  God  for  the  rain,  the  rain- 
bow, her  mother  and  father,  and  did 
not  forget  her  little  playmate,  Spot. 
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a  unday  School  Lesson 

(Continued  from  Page  10) 

-tnership  with  Christ  and  other 

I  ristian  brethren  in  the  gospel  of 
:  Lord. 

\  careful  study  of  these  two  lessons 
ut  ll  enable  us  to  discover  our  ability 
proclaim  the  gospel  "and  rejoice 
the  Lord  under  adverse  circum- 
,  inces. ' '  This  affords  us  the  highest 
ivilege  a  human  being,  in  Christ, 
have.     We  have  not  begun  to 
,e  Derience  the  deeper  meaning  of 
a  ^cipleship   until   we  have  sought 
it  partnership.     Christ  is  form- 
's \  for  Himself  a  bride  from  the 
•  deemed  believers  of  this  age  and 
in  en  the  bride  is  completed  He  will 
turn  for  her.    As  a  part  of  that 
ide,  we  share  His  responsibility 
j  SPite  the  hardships  attendant  to  it, 
d  count  it  all  joy  to  suffer  for 
s  sake. -The  Advanced  Quarterly 
e  .  W.  B.). 

d     HINTS  THAT  HELP 

a  A.  Paul  ,  having  spoken  well  of 
|  is  church,  will  now  explain  why  they 
r  ere  so  dear  to  him  and  he  to  them. 

B.  This  church  was  continually 
Paul's  mind  and  in  his  heart. 

C.  The  reason  why  he  constantly 
inks  of  them  is  that  they  have  a 
ry  close  relationship  to  him  in 
ery  phase  of  his  ministry. 

D.  Paul  reminds  this  church  of 
s  longing  to  see  them  again,  for 
ey  have  been  partakers  of  his  grace 
>th  in  his  bonds  and  in  his  de- 
;nse  and  confirmation  of  the  gospel. 
-The  Teen- Age  Teacher  (F.  W.  B.) 

[.    ADDITIONAL  TRUTHS 

A.  Every  Christian  can  partici- 
ite  in    the  work  of  Christ,  though 

II  cannot  serve  in  the  same  capacity, 
jach  must  examine  his  own  situation 
ad  apply  himself  to  the  needs  at 
md. 

Some  have  been  trained  as  evan- 
alists,  missionaries,  pastors, 
isachers,  and  for  other  specialized 
ministries.  This  is  good.  Let  them 
5  serve;  but  their  service  need  not 
5  limited  to  those  areas,  nor 
lould  others  look  upon  these  minis- 
•ies  as  more  holy  or  important 
lan  others. 

Let  those  now  in  training  service  in 
isitation,  crusades,  ushering,  and  a 
ozen  other  ways  even  now;  let  none 
ay,  "First  let  me  finish  my  formal 
*aining  and  then  I  will  follow  thee." 
Some  have  followed  Christ  afar 
ff  for  a  long  time.  They  are  timid 
nd  afraid.    Perhaps  they  have  not 
et  tasted  of  His  love,  for  perfect 
>ve   will   cast   out   their   fear  (1 
Iphn   4:18).      Let   them   visit  the 
lick,  feed  the  hungry,  comfort  the 


mourners,    and   pray,    pray,  pray! 

Some  have  but  recently  found 
Christ.  Their  former  companions 
are  alcoholics,  drug  addicts,  and 
prostitutes;  skeptics,  agnostics,  and 
atheists;  runaway  teen-agers, 
friendless  members  of  minority 
groups,  and  loners.  They  may  not 
yet  see  that  their  opportunity  is 
greater  than  that  of  any  of  the  others! 
They  already  have  contact  that  others 
may  never  have.  Their  honest  if  art- 
less testimony  of  the  love  of  Jesus 
will  touch  wounded  and  embittered 
hearts  as  nothing  else  can  do. 

Paul  was  in  prison.  Did  he  sit 
disgruntled,  awaiting  his  release? 
No,  he  converted  his  guards!  He 
used  his  imprisonment  to  conduct 
a  fruitful  ministry!  He  preached 
Christ  to  visitors.  His  helpers 
evangelized  and  ministered  far  and 
near.  Paul  wrote  letters  of  praise, 
correction,  instruction,  and  en- 
couragement to  congregations  he 
could  not  visit. -Standard  Lesson 
Commentary. 

B.  What  did  you  do  for  Christ  yes- 
terday that  you  could  not  have  done 
better  with  HIS  Spirit  to  enable  you? 
A  young  minister  tried  to  pastor  his 
church  in  the  strength  of  his  own 
personality  and  wisdom.  He  failed,  as 
all  others  who  do  will  fail.  He  learned 
that  in  doing  God's  work  we  must  be 
led  and  empowered  by  His  Spirit. 
-C.  F.  Bowen. 

C.  As  a  young  man,  Saul  of  Tar- 
sus was  not  content.  He  had  to  learn 
contentment.  He  learned  it  as  a  by- 
product  of  his  service  to  Christ. 

Travelers  to  India  tell  of  seeing 
what  they  call  the  mango  trick.  A 
seed  is  planted  in  the  ground,  and 
after  five  minutes  of  incantations,  it 
springs  forth  as  a  mature  mango 
bush.  The  spectators  cannot  ex- 
plain how  the  trick  works.  But 
all  are  convinced  that  it  is  a  trick. 
No  one  expects  a  seed  to  sprout 
into  fruitfulness  in  five  minutes. 
Neither  should  we  expect  that  the 
mature  fruit  of  Christian  content- 
ment should  be  immediately  available 
to  the  new  Christian. 

Paul's  contentment  grew  out  of  his 
experience.  He  had  discovered  that 
no  matter  what  his  circumstances 
might  be,  God  was  always  with  him. 
That  was  enough  to  overshadow  every  - 
thing  else. -David  McCarthy. 


The  Man:     Lloyd  Vernon 

(Continued  from  Page  3) 

standards  of  ministerial  ethics. 

Brother  Vernon  has  never  been 
a  "long-winded  preacher."  He  can 
say  more  in  a  few  minutes  than  I 
can  in  an  hour.    One  special  thing 


he  does  just  before  the  close  of  his 
message  is  to  say,  "I  have  been 
speaking  to  you  for  twenty- two 
and  one -quarter  minutes."  I  have 
asked  him  if  he  could  really  watch 
his  time  that  close,  or  did  he  do  it 
for  psychological  reasons  to  make 
people  think  he  was  a  short  ser- 
mon preacher. 

There  are  times  when  he  might 
seem  to  be  a  "stiff  shirt"  or  a 
"sour  puss"  who  would  not  tell  an 
innocent  joke  or  care  to  hear  one. 
But  those  of  us  who  know  him  best, 
know  this  is  not  true. 

Once  I  was  in  a  home  where 
Brother  Vernon  had  visited  many 
times.  The  woman  of  the  house 
tried  to  make  everyone  think  that  she 
was  a  special  sophisticated,  stylish 
person.  Of  course,  Brother  Vernon 
was  aware  of  this,  and  he  always 
put  on  his  best  ministerial  dignity 
around  her .  Her  husband  was  exactly 
different  and  was  always  joking  and 
laughing.  During  my  visit  there,  as 
a  young  boy  minister,  I  joined  in 
with  him.  The  woman  said,  "The 
reason  I  like  Rev.  Vernon  is  be- 
cause he  never  jokes."  Then  I 
thought  that  her  husband  would  laugh 
her  out  of  the  house,  and  she  be- 
came very  angry  with  him  about  it. 
I  later  told  Brother  Vernon  about  it 
and  he  laughed  almost  as  much  as  the 
man  did. 

Another  thing  I  have  observed  is 
when  he  goes  to  Cragmont  Assembly 
to  the  Ministers'  Conference  each 
year  he  walks  quite  a  bit  around 
in  the  mountains  each  day  while  he 
is  there.  I  asked  him  how  he  stood 
it  at  his  age.  He  told  me,  "A  per- 
son is  as  old  as  he  acts."  Then 
I  said,  "It  is  because  you  are  away 
from  Mrs.  Vernon."  He  said,  "You 
can  tell  a  person  that  is  'hen- 
pecked.' "  Then  I  replied  (trying 
to  get  the  best  of  the  argument), 
"You  must  think  that  this  will  be 
your  last  trip  before  you  die."  Then 
he  said  with  a  grin,  "A  man  will 
live  but  one  life,  and  I  wish  to  en- 
joy mine  as  long  as  I  can  in  the 
blessings  of  God.  If  you  would 
get  up  out  of  your  laziness 
you  could  enjoy  it  too."  To 
that  I  have  never  replied. 

Thank  you,  Brother  Vernon,  for 
your  unselfish  life  of  service  to 
God  through  Jesus  Christ  your  Lord 
and  the  Original  Free  Will  Baptist 
Denomination.  When  your  en- 
franchised soul  goes  upward  to  that 
house  not  madw  with  hands,  eternally 
in  the  heavens,  may  the  great  Judge 
of  all  men  give  you  a  part  in  that 
city  with  gates  of  pearl  and  streets 
of  transparent  gold. 
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CHILDREN'S  HOME 

(Continued  from  Page  6) 

Memorial  Gifts 

Memorial  gifts  to  the  Children's 
Home  for  May,  1974,  totaled  $70, 
and  were  giving  as  follows: 


Earnest  M.  Jones  by  Kay  Jones. 

Hardy  K.  Elmore  by  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
W.  E.  Tyndall  and  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Dempsey  Parks. 

Mrs.  Addie  Howell  by  the  Rev.  and 
Mrs.  William  Dale. 

Christy  Maulden  by  the  Rev.  and 
Mrs.  William  Dale. 


TRANSLATION 
COORDINATOR  RECEIVE 
DEGREE 

On  June  3,  1974,  Biola  Colleg 
in  La  Mirada,  California,  awarde 
John  Beekman,  Wycliffe  Bible  Trans 
lators'  translation  coordinator,  a 
honorary  Doctor  of  Literatur 
degree. 

In  conferring  the  degree,  the  Biol 
Board  of  Trustees  cited  his  28 year 
of  service  as  a  Wycliffe  Bible  trans 
lator,  his  service  as  a  translatic 
coordinator  and  consultant  fo 
hundreds  of  translators,  his  minis 
try  to  the  Choi  Indians  of  Mexicc 
and  his  "exemplary  dedication  inth 
face  of  physical  adversity." 

In  spite  of  his  servious  heart  condi 
tion  Beekman,  and  his  wife  Elain< 
attended  the  Summer  Institut 
of  Linguistics  at  Norman,  Okla 
homa  ,  in  1948  and  were  accepter 
to  serve  as  Wycliffe  translator 
among  the  Choi  Indians  of  Mexic( 
After  eight  years  of  strenuous  trans 
lation  and  medical  ministry  in  th 
mountains  of  Chiapas,  Beekman  rt 
turned  to  the  United  States  for  opej 
heart  surgery.  During  the  lord 
recovery  period,  knowing  that  hi 
could  no  longer  hike  the  rugged  traild 
he  laid  plans  to  train  Choi  preachel 
boys  to  use  the  Choi  New  Testamei 
to  evangelize  their  own  people.  Othel 
translation  teams  took  up  wher 
Beekman  left  off  and  in  1960  the  er 
tire  New  Testament  was  publishe 
and  dedicated. 

A  broader  field  of  service  wa 
opened  for  Beekman  when  he  wa 
asked  to  use  his  translation  ex 
perience  to  assist  teams  of  trans 
lators  in  Mexico.  This  resulte' 
in  the  formation  of  Wycliffe'; 
program  of  linguistic  and  translatic; 
workshops  first  at  two  translatic 
centers  in  Mexico  and  now  servirij 
branches  around  the  world. 

A  second  successful  operation  wa 
performed  on  Beekman  by  renowne! 
heart  surgeon  Dr.  Michael  DeBake 
in  March,  1973.  In  spite  of  thi 
interruption  he  has  continued  to  serv 
as  translation  coordinator  fc 
Wycliffe  at  its  International  Lir 
guistic  Center  at  Dallas,  Texas,  fc 
the  past  two  years.  Along  with  Dj 
John  Callow  he  recently  coauthore 
Translating  the  Word  of  God.  Th 
book  deals  with  problems  common] 
faced  by  translators  and  will  soc 
be  released  by  Zondervan  Publish 
ing  House.  The  Beekmans  and  thei 
three  children  now  make  their  hom 
in  Dallas.  Peril  by  Choice  t 
James  C.  Hefley  (Zondervan  Publish 
ing  House)  is  the  heartwarmir 
account  of  the  life  and  service  < 
John  and  Elaine  Beekman. 


Dixie  Melody  Boys  In  Concert 

At 

Children's  Home 
Friday,  July  12,  1974    -     7  P.  M. 


The  Dixie  Melody  Boys  will  conduct  a  gospel  singing 
at  the  Free  Will  Baptist  Children's  Home  on  July  12. 
There  will  not  be  an  admission  charge  for  this  singing; 
however,   a   free-will   offering  will   be  received.  All 
proceeds  from  this  singing  will  be  used  to  help  pay  for 
the  construction  of  our  new  cottage,  State  Cottage.  This 
will  be  an  ideal  time  for  you  to  bring  your  offering  for 
this  cottage  and  see  it,  too.    We  are  looking  forward  to 
a  wonderful  period  of  fellowship  and  a  gospel  message 
through  song. 


See  you  at  7  p.  m.  on  Friday,  July  12! 
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wmHdina  day*  puzzle 


J.  Benny  Tweter 

^REEDOM  is  a  precious  word  to 
most  people.  Our  forefathers 
ight  and  died  that  we  might  have  it. 
eedom  from  the  slavery  of  sin  is 
nething  still  more  precious,  and  only 
>us  Christ  can  give  us  that  as  we 
eive  Him  as  our  Saviour.  In  this 
zzle,  a  word  about  freedom  is  hid- 
rx.  To  solve  it,  spell  out  on  a  sheet 
paper  the  name  of  the  object  drawn 
the  left  of  the  drawing.  Add  to  this 
me  the  spelling  of  all  other  objects 
lletters  that  follow  the  plus  (  +  )  sign, 
ke  away  the  spelling  of  all  objects  or 
ters  that  have  the  minus  ( — )  sign 
front  of  them.  With  the  remaining 
ters,  correctly  put  together,  the  sin- 
word  will  be  shown.  For  further 
idy  you  may  want  to  check  on  this 
rd  in  Leviticus  25:10. 

Answer 

Axaaan  =  tj 
oaT  —  au  +  aaoix  +  Tiaa 


Next  time  you  are  tempted  to  pick 
t  the  faults  in  your  brother,  take 
ne  to  count  ten-ten  of  your  own. 


CLOSED  JULY  4 

The  Ayden  Bible  and  Bookstore 
id  the  printing  department  at  811 
orth  Lee  Street,  Ayden,  along  with 
ie  branch  Bible  and  Bookstores  at 
mithfield,  New  Bern,  and  Wilson, 
ill  be  closed  Thursday,  July  4,  in 
servance  of  Independence  Day. 
hey  will  all  be  opened  for  business 
riday,  July  5,  at  the  usual  hour. 


b 


JO  "BAPTIST"  JULY  10 

In  accordance  with  our  policy  of 
rinting  only  50  issues  of  "The 
ree  Will  Baptist"  each  year,  there 
'ill  be  no  issue  on  July  10.  The 
ext  "Baptist"  printed  will  be  the 
ssue  for  July  17,  1974. 


BIBLE  MUSICAL 
INSTRUMENTS 


by  Lena  Kay  Branch 
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Bagpipe 

Bells 

Cithara 

Cornet 

Cymbals 

Flute 


Hand  drum 

Harp 

Horn 

Lyre 

Psaltery 

Oboe 


Sabka 

Sistrum 

Timbrel 

Trigon 

Trumpet 

Zither 


FAMILY  FIRESIDE 

(Continued  from  Page  4) 

Jesus.'  Their  garments  smelled  of 
cassia,  and  all  the  fragrant  flowers 
that  grow  about  the  feet  of  the  King." 
-Dr.  Alexander  MacLaren. 

Prayer  Thought 

Even  people  who  are  unattractive 
and  some  who  are  down  right  ugly 
become  good  looking  to  us  after  we 
became  familiar  with  them. 

(Devotions  used  by  permission, 
Knight's  Master  Book  of  New  Il- 
lustrations, Eerdmans  Press.) 


Editor's  Note:  Due  to  our  policy 
■of  printing  only  50  issues  of  "The 
Free  Will  Baptist"  each  year,  there 
will  be  no  "Baptist"  for  next  week 
and  thus  no  Family  Fireside.  Please 
use  other  inspirational  readings  to 
continue  your  family  devotions. 


Coming  Events  .  .  . 

July  14-Homecoming,  Free  Will  Bap- 
tist Children's  Home,  Middlesex, 
Beginning  at  10  A.  M. 

August  5-8-Ministers'  Institute, 
Mount  Olive  College 
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NOW  THE  DAY  IS  OVER 

Now  the  day  is  over, 

Night  is  drawing  nigh, 

Shadows  of  the  ev'ning 
Steal  across  the  sky. 

Jesus,  give  the  weary 

Calm  and  sweet  repose; 

With  Thy  tend'rest  blessing 
May  our  eyelids  close. 

Grant  to  little  children 

Visions  bright  of  Thee; 

Guard  the  sailors  tossing 
On  the  deep  blue  sea. 

Thro'  the  long  night  watches, 
May  Thine  angels  spread 

Their  white  wings  above  me, 
Watching  'round  my  bed. 

When  the  morning  wakens, 

Then  may  I  arise, 
Pure  and  fresh  and  sinless 

In  Thy  holy  eyes.  Amen. 

— Sabine  Baring-Gould 


Church  Furniture 

PEWS  -  PULPITS  -  ALTARS 
FONTS-  SCREENS  -  LECTERNS 
READING  STANDS  -  CHAIRS 
TABLES  -  OFFERING  PLATES 

Free  Estimates  and  Planning 

For  information  write 

Free  Will  Baptist 
Press 

P.  0.  Box  158 
Ayden,  N.  C.  28513 


Choir  Robes  and 
Accessories 

Many  styles  and  fabric  selections. 
Write  for  complete  catalog  and 
swatch  card. 

Free  Will  Baptist 
Press 

P.  0.  Box  158 

Ayden,  North  Carolina  28513 


NATIONAL 
RELIGIOUS 

BESTSELLERS 

(As  Published  in  the  Bookstore  Journal  for  June,  1974) 

Paperback  Books 


"The  Total  Woman,"  Morgan 

"Daktar,"  Olsen 

"The  Becomers,"  Miller 

"In  the  Presence  of  Mine  Enemies,"  Rutledge 

"The  Hiding  Place,"  Corrie  ten  Boom 

"The  Fat  Is  in  Your  Head,"  Shedd 

"Someone  Cares,"  Rice 

"The  Richest  Lady  in  Town,"  Landorf 

"A  New  Joy,"  Evans 

"Where  He  Leads,"  Evans-Rogers 


Clothbound  Books 


"There's  a  New  World  Coming,"  Lindsey 
"The  Hiding  Place,"  Corrie  ten  Boom 
"The  Vision,"  Wilkerson 

"Satan  Is  Alive  and  Well  on  Planet  Earth," 

Lindsey 

"The  Late  Great  Planet  Earth,"  Lindsey 

"Prison  to  Praise,"  Carothers 

"The  Christian  Family,"  Christenson 

"Evidence      That      Demands      a  Verdict," 

McDowell,  Campus  Crusade 

"Hansi,   the  Girl  Who  Loved  the  Swastika," 

Hirschman 

"How  to  Win  Over  Depression,"  LaHaye 


$5.95 
5.95 
5.95 
4.95 
5.95 
3.95 
4.95 
3.95 
3.95 
3.95 


$2.95 
2.95 
1.50 
2.95 

2.25  i 

1.25  1 

2.25  1 

4.95  i 


1.95 
2.95 


The  above  books  may  be  purchased  at  the  Ayden 
Bible  and  Bookstore,  811  North  Lee  Street,  or  any 
of  the  branch  stores  at  Smithfield,  New  Bern,  and 
Wilson. 
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Jul  *am 


A  beacon  beckons  rather  than  reckons . 
Don't  let  any  wrecks  be  blamed  on  you.... 


A  BEACON  WITHOUT  A  LIGHT  ? 

A  lighthouse  on  the  shore  to  give  a  safe,  guiding  light  to  the  port,  to 
lead  a  ship  to  land,  to  avoid  dangerous  rocks  and  reefs  which  could  very 
well  dash  a  ship  to  pieces  .... 

The  earliest  lighthouse  was  probably  built  on  the  Island  of  Pharos 
near  Alexandria,  Egypt,  about  300  B.  C.  Since  that  time,  these  structures 
have  been  a  necessary  part  of  the  nautical  world,  as  they  are  built  at  ports 
and  harbors,  stand  on  isolated  rocks,  on  capes  and  ridges  of  land,  so  that 
incoming  ships  can  avoid  the  shoals  or  find  a  needed  refuge. 

The  lantern  of  the  lighthouse  is  composed  of  a  lens  that  is  shaped  some- 
what like  a  barrel,  ranging  in  size  from  six  feet  in  diameter  and  eight 
feet  high  to  many  times  that  size.  Usually,  the  revolving  lens'  lights  are 
intensified  by  prisms,  and  in  most  cases  the  beam  is  sent  out  in  different 
colors,  according  to  the  color  of  glass  by  which  the  lens  passes  in  its 
revolution. 

Sometimes  a  lighthouse  is  referred  to  as  a  beacon,  and  according  to 
Donna  Fargo's  new  song,  "You  can't  be  a  beacon  if  your  light  don't 
shine."  Though  wanting  in  grammatical  correctness,  the  song  neverthe- 
less expresses  a  truth  long  since  established  by  biblical  exhortations. 
Donna  Fargo,  a  North  Carolina  English -teacher -turned -singer,  bears 
witness  to  this  truth  throughout  the  song;  and  it  causes  us  to  reflect  upon 
the  old  hymn  tune  by  P.  P.  Bliss,  "Let  the  Lower  Lights  Be  Burning. " 
This  song  speaks  of  the  Father's  mercy  brightly  beaming  from  His  light - 
-house  and  how  He  places  us  in  charge  of  the  lights  along  the  shore;  that  is 
to  say,  we  must  tend  the  lower  lights.  Thus,  we  are  advised  to  shine  for 
Him-to  let  the  lower  lights  be  burning  and  send  a  gleam  across  the  wave! 
In  so  doing,  we  may  rescue  or  save  some  poor,  fainting,  struggling  sea- 
man. 

Honest -to -goodness  Christians  should  really  need  no  admonishing  in 
regard  to  being  the  "shining  example"  about  which  we  have  heard  since 
early  childhood.  So  often  in  praying  their  prayers,  dear  souls  still  ask 
that  the  Lord  will  help  them  to  be  these  examples.  We  have  no  complaint 
with  the  prayer  as  it  is  prayed  sincerely,  but  is  it  not  believable  that  many 
times  we  ask  the  Lord  to  help  us  be  something  which  we  haven't  helped 
ourselves  to  be?  That  is,  have  we  not  often  been  able  to  do  many  things 
"on  our  own,"  only  to  depend  wholly  upon  Him?  Shouldn't  we  get  the  lead 
out  of  our  feet  and  get  moving  for  Him?  Shouldn't  we  shine,  if  we  have  the 
light-  and  shouldn't  we  share  it  with  those  who  have  it  not-and  shouldn't 
we  help  steer  them  to  proper  living,  if  we  know  how  to  live  properly 
ourselves?  "Help  us  to  be  shining  examples"  indeed!  We  have  to  trim 
our  own  lamps;  then  He'll  direct  the  signal  .... 

On  top  of  a  mountain,  on  the  edge  of  a  cliff,  on  the  crest  of  a  rock,  on 
a  grassy  mound  along  a  jagged  shore:  wherever  the  beacon  happens  to  be, 
it  can  be  an  invaluable  guide  to  those  who  need  to  find  their  way-their  way 
out  of  trouble  or  to  security!  Still,  as  Miss  Fargo  affirms,  a  beacon  is 
no  good  unless  its  light  is  shining.  And  God  does  supply  the  Light  for  us  and 
expects  us  in  turn  to  supply  it  for  others!  Children  still  sing,  "This  little 
light  of  mine;  I'm  gonna  let  it  shine"-and  you  know,  a  tiny,  steady  light 
is  sufficient  to  give  direction.  How  much  darkness  a  little  light  dispells! 
And  what  a  message  a  light  can  relay! 

Remember  the  Old  North  Church  in  Boston  from  whose  steeple  a  signal 
was  to  be  flashed  to  alert  the  American  patriots  that  "the  British  are  com- 
ing"? This  happened  in  1775,  and  the  midnight  ride  of  Paul  Revere  is 
described  in  Henry  Wadsworth  Longfellow's  poem.  Two  lanterns  seen 
hanging  in  the  belfry  of  the  church  would  mean  that  the  British  were  com- 
ing by  water;  one  hanging  there  would  mean  that  they  were  coming  by  land. 
However  impertinent  this  seems  to  be  to  Christianity,  it  nonetheless 
proves  the  importance  of  a  light  (a  beacon,  if  you  will)  to  the  extent  of 
leading  or  misleading.  Suppose  Paul  Revere  had  gotten  his  signals 
crossed  .... 

Enough  said,  perhaps.  The  point  is  this:  Shine  your  light,  my  brother. 
Lead  others  in  the  Way.  Lead  them  out  of  the  storms  into  the  safety  of 
the  harbor.  Bring  them  in  to  shore.  Be  a  beacon,  and  let  your  light  shine. 
Let  it  not  be  said  of  you:  "I  thought  he  was  a  lighthouse,  but  his  light 
didn't  shine  .  .  .  ." 

A  beacon  beckons  rather  than  reckons.  Don't  let  any  wrecks  be  blamed 
on  you  .... 


li 
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Long-Term"  Service 

A  Tribute  to  Wade  Long  Upon  His  Retirement 


llTH  a  businesslike  manner  and 
I  with  utmost  proficiency,  H.  Wade 
>ng  of  702  West  Fourth  Street, 
rden,  has  served  the  Free  Will 
iptist  Press  for  thirty- one  con- 
cutive,  dedicated  years.  Of  these 
irty-one  years,  Mr.  Long  has 
issed  only  one -half  day  of  work 
ie  to  sickness,  which  in  itself  is 
mething  of  a  record.  Diligent  is 
ercising  his  responsibilities,  he 
s  never  had  to  say  "I  love  to 
Drk";  rather,  he  has  proven  this 
-  the  long  duration  of  his  tenure 
id  the  fact  that  he  has  always 
sen  prompt  and  faithful  in  every 
sk. 

His  tasks  have  been  many.  From 
itting  type,  to  making  up  the  quar- 
rlies  in  the  composing  room,  to 
)erating  the  vertical  as  well  as  the 
itbed    presses,    to  proofreading 
py,  and  performing  in  numerous 
her  capacities,  H.  Wade  Long  has 
oved  to  be  an  invaluable  personal 
set  to  the  institution  and  has  seen  it 
ow  from  a  small  publishing  firm 
>  its  present-day  status:    a  large 
lodern  plant  with  three  branch  book- 
ores  offering  gift  items  and  pro- 
ding  anything  in  "religious  mer- 
landise."      He  can  attest  to  the 
ict  that  the  Press  has  come  a  long 
ay,  and  though  he  would  take  no 
ersonal  credit  for  its  growth  and 
xpansion,  it  is  dedicated  men  like 
fade  Long  who  make  such  success 
ossible.      His   reluctancy  to  say 
nuch  about  himself  and  his  tendency 
d  be  content  to  remain  in  the  back- 
round  have  probably  caused  him  not 
o  be  noticed  at  times;  and  conse- 
uently,  he  has  not  been  given  due 
ecognition  in  regard  to  his  worth 
js    a   valued  employee,  when  few 
•thers       have        rendered  such 
neritorious  service. 
A   very  youthful  sixty- five,  Mr. 
ong   puts   many   younger  men  to 
>hame  with  his  energy  and  the  speed 
with  which  he  does  his  work.  Again 
t  must  be  pointed  out  that  he  loved 
he  job  from  which  he  recently  re- 


by  Tommy  Manning 


tired  and  didn't  "play"  at  it.  He 
worked  at  it,  tirelessly,  day  after 
day  -  -  and  surely  many  times  when  he 
should  have  been  in  bed.  Per- 
severance was  (and  is)  a  key  word 
in  his  vocabulary.  No  monkey  busi- 
ness at  work  for  Wade  Long!  The 
job  had  to  be  done  and  done  ex- 
peditiously! When  deadlines  were  to 
be  met  (and  they  were  and  are  nearly 
a  daily  requirement),  he  certainly 
did  his  part  to  see  that  the  cus- 
tomers received  satisfaction  and  that 
every  job  under  his  supervision  re- 
ceived the  proper  delegation.  Pos- 
sessing natural  efficiency,  an  innate 
skill  for  getting  things  done  quickly, 
he  expected  no  more  or  any  less 
from  his  fellow  employees. 

He  projected  a  good  example  in 
workmanship,  and  his  quality  has 
been  seen  to  rub  off  on  those  who 
worked  in  close  conjunction  with 
him  and  who  have  been  awed  by  his 
efficiency  and  dismayed  at  times  by 
his  proclivity  to  "toe  the  line"  as 
a  matter  of  course  rather  than 
through  prompting.  Some  may  mea- 
sure up  to  his  skill,  but  few  ,  if 
any,  surpass  it.  Being  serious 
in  manner  and  willing  to  give  be- 
young  expectancy,  work  was  work  and 
play  was  play  to  Wade  Long;  thus, 
he  has  differentiated  between  the 
two  consistently.  He  of  a  surety 
enjoys  a  good  laugh,  but  there  was 
nothing  funny  when  it  came  to  work, 
as  he  considered  it  important 
"stuff." 

The  son  of  the  late  Joe  N.  and 
Annie  W.  Long,  this  man  exhibited 
at  a  very  early  age  superior  in- 
tellect and  the  desire  to  combine 
brains  and  brawn  to  achieve  what 
he  could.  And,  successful  he  has 
been-in  every  undertaking.  He  thinks 
things  through  and  weighs  the  various 
possibilities  before  making  de- 
cisions. Impulsive  he  is  not,  but 
he  is  quick  on  the  draw-whether  it 
be  a  fast  and  appropriate  retort 
to  some  humorous  remark  or  the 
giving  of  advice  as  to  how  to  pro- 


vide a  superior  product.  This  has 
been  exhibited  almost  daily  in  Mr. 
Long's  work  at  the  Press;  and,  hav- 
ing been  in  the  printing  business  so 
long,  he  knows  the  ink,  the  type,  the 
paper,  the  presses,  and  how  they  all 
should  work  together  toward  supply- 
ing spiritual  and  intellectual  nourish- 
ment. Never  a  pushy  person,  he 
nevertheless  could  provide  the  solu- 
tion to  some  printing  problem  when 
asked  to  do  so.  That  is  to  say  that 
he  would  not  impose  his  opinion  but 
would  give  it  gladly  if  petitioned 
by  one  of  the  new  recruits  or  by  a 
veteran  worker  who  valued  his  ad- 
vice. 

Before  coming  to  the  Press,  Mr. 
Long  worked  for  a  number  of  years 
with  the  Andrews'  Printing  Com- 
pany of  Ayden,  which  is  no  longer 
in  operation.  The  Linotype  machine 
(a  keyboard -operated  typesetting 
machine  that  uses  circulating  ma- 
trices and  produces  each  line  of  type 
in  the  form  of  a  solid  metal  slug) 
is  his  specialty.  This  process  of 
setting  type  is  almost  obsolete  now, 
as  the  majority  of  printing  estab- 
lishments have  gonetocompugraphic 
printing  and  the  offset  process.  Mr. 
Long  may  very  well  be  one  of  the 
last  "great  linotypists." 

Besides  his  work  at  the  Press, 
Wade  Long  has  been  actively  en- 
gaged in  church  activities,  being 
a  member  of  the  Ayden  Free  Will 
Baptist  Church  where  he  has  served 
in  nearly  every  area,  including  Sun- 
day school  superintendent,  trustee, 
treasurer,  chairman  of  the  official 
board,  and  others.  If  the  doors  of 
the  church  are  opened,  he  is  there: 
Sunday  morning,  Sunday  night,  Wed- 
nesday night,  during  revival  meet- 
ings, and  all  other  church -related 
functions.  If  you  happen  by  the 
Ayden  church  some  Sunday  morn- 
ing, you  may  find  the  amiable  Mr. 
Long  distributing  bulletins  and  wel-, 
coming  those  attending  the  worship 
service.  He  is  almost  a  church 
fixture-a  useful  one  to  be  sure-but 
not  prone  to  light  his  own  candle 
or  expound  upon  his  own  merits.  He 
is  not  given  to  incessant  talking 
about  anything,  but  he  is  a  keen 
listener  and  perceptive.  When  he 
does  speak,  he  chooses  his  words 
well  and  speaks  convincingly. 

Mr.  Long  is  married  to  the  former 
Bell  Briley,  a  recently- retired 
registered  nurse;  and  they  have  one 
child,  a  daughter,  Mrs.  Leon  (Ann) 
Allen,  who  is  also  a  registered* 
nurse,  but  who  now  spends  her  time 
making  a  home  for  her  husband  and 
two  children.  Ann  was  an  honors' 
graduate  of  Ayden  High  School  and 
went  on  to  prove  her  effectiveness 
in  the  medical  profession,  serving 
(Continued  on  Page  13) 
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SUNDAY,  JULY  21 

Scripture  Reading-Psalm  84:11 
Which  Will  You  Observe? 

There  is  a  story  told  in  Benjamin 
Franklin' s  autobiography  of  a  clergy- 
man who  was  ordered  to  read  the 
proclamation  issued  by  Charles  I, 
bidding  the  people  to  return  to  sports 
on  Sundays.  To  his  congregation's 
horror  and  amazement,  he  did  read 
the  royal  edict  in  church,  which 
many  clergy  had  refused  to  do.  But 
he  followed  it  with  the  words,  "Re- 
member the  Sabbath  Day,  to  keep  it 
holy,"  and  added:  "Brethren,  I 
have  laid  before  you  the  command- 
ment of  your  king  and  the  command- 
ment of  your  God.  I  leave  it  to  you 
to  judge  which  of  the  two  ought 
rather  to  be  observed.  "-Christian 
Herald. 

Prayer  Thought 
We  are  living  in  a  nation  where 
we  are  not  restricted.  Do  we  spend 
our  time  as  God  would  have  us  spend 
it  ,  or  are  sports  and  recreations 
outside  of  the  church  of  more  im- 
portance to  us? 

MONDAY,  JULY  22 

Scripture   Reading-Galatians  6:2 
Rainbow  in  the  Sky 
"My  heart  leaps  up  when  I  behold 

A  rainbow  in  the  sky; 
So  was  it  when  my  life  began; 
So  is  it  now  I  am  a  man; 
So   be   it  when  I  shall  grow  old, 

Or  let  me  die! 
The   child   is   father   of  the  man; 
And  I  could  wish  my  days  to  be 
Bound  each  to  each  by  natural  piety. " 

-Wordsworth. 

Prayer  Thought 
A  rainbow  in  the  sky  is  yet  another 
of  God's  wonders.  Who  among  us 
could  paint  so  beautiful  a  creation? 
God  is  not  only  the  Master  Painter, 
He  is  Master  over  all. 

TUESDAY,  JULY  23 

Scripture  Reading-1  Chronicles 
16:15 


Dynamite! 

A  man  was  sitting  on  a  pile  of 
planks  near  the  Quirinal  in  Rome.  At 
his  feet  lay  a  large  package.  A 
couple  of  officers,  passing,  noticed 
the  bundle  on  the  pavement.  They 
stopped  and  asked  what  it  contained, 
ever  suspicious  of  infernal  machines. 
"Dynamite!"  said  the  man.  The  of- 
ficers jumped.  One  of  them  gingerly 
seized  the  package,  the  other  the 
man,  and  both  were  taken  to  the 
police  headquarters.  When  the  pack- 
age was  opened  it  was  found  to  con- 
tain-Bibles!  "Where  is  the  dyna- 
mite?" inquired  the  officers.  "  'The 
word  of  God  is  quick,  and  powerful, 
and  sharper  than  any  two-edged 
sword,'  "  replied  the  colporteur.  He 
was  right.  "Dynamic"  is  the  exact 
Greek  word  that  the  sacred  writer 
uses  for  "powerful."  The  Bible  is 
dynamite  toward  sin  and  all  un- 
righteousness.-Homiletic  Review. 

Prayer  Thought 

Our  Bibles  are  truly  dynamite. 
Read  them,  impress  the  words  of  our 
Lord  to  memory.  Someday  we  may 
not  be  as  fortunate  as  we  are  now, 
and  God's  Word  and  love  may  be  all 
we  have  to  reply  on. 

WEDNESDAY,  JULY  24 

Scripture  Reading-2  Timothy  1:13 
Mr.  Meant -To 
Mr.  Meant -To  has  a  comrade, 
And  his  name  is  Didn't -Do. 
Have   you   ever   chanced   to  meet 
them? 

Have  they  ever  called  on  you? 
These  two  fellows  live  together 

In  the  house  of  never -win, 
And   I'm   told   that   it   is  haunted 

By  the  ghost  of  might-have-been. 

-Selected. 

Prayer  Thought 

The  world  is  not  a  prison  home 
but  a  kind  of  spiritual  kindergarten, 
where  millions  of  bewildered  infants 
are  trying  to  spell  God  with  the  wrong 
blocks. -Edward  Arlington  Robinson. 

THURSDAY,  JULY  25 

Scripture  Reading-Psalm  121:8 
Ten  Years  or  a  Thousand 

When  Rufus  Choate,  the  dis- 
tinguished American  stateman,  took 
ship  for  England  in  search  of  health, 
a  friend  said  to  him,  "I  feel  sure 
that  your  health  will  be  restored  and 
that  you  will  be  living  and  at  your 
work  ten  years  from  now."  "Liv- 
ing ten  years  from  now!"  said  the 
great  lawyer.  "I  shall  be  living 
a  thousand  years  from  now."  In  a 
few  days  Mr.  Choate  died,  but  in  the 
sense  in  which  he  used  the  words  he 
did  not  die. -Westminster  Teacher. 


f 

Prayer  Thought  ■ 
Our  imprint  upon  this  earth  re 
mains  after  we  have  been  removei 
from  the  earth.  Our  souls  livtl 
eternally.  Where  our  souls  abode  | 
after  death  depends  upon  ourimprin1 
on  earth. 

FRIDAY,  JULY  26 

Scripture  Reading-Luke  19:10 
Stop  Trying 

I  remember  a  lady  in  the  north  ol 
England  who  became  quite  angry  wher 
I  made  this  statement:     "None  irj 
this  congregation  will  be  saved  until)! 
they  stop  trying  to  save  themselves.  'j| 
Down  she  came  from  the  gallery, 
and  said  to  me,  "You  have  made  me[ 
perfectly  miserable."    "Indeed,"  if 
said,   "how  is  that."    "Why,  I  al-| 
ways  thought  that  if  I  kept  on  trying,! 
God  would  save  me  at  some  time;! 
and  now  you  tell  me  to  stop  trying.  I 
What  then  am  I  to  do?"    "Why  let! 
the  Lord  save  you."-D.  L.  Moody. 

Prayer  Thought 
How  often  have  we  tried  so  hard 
to  bring  about  a  desired  end  and  have 
only  muddied  the  waters  and  caused, 
confusion?  Calm  down  and  let  God 
take  on  your  problems.  His  opinio;) 
is  much  more  reliable. 

SATURDAY,  JULY  27 

Scripture  Reading-Romans  8:28 
"Mind  Your  Own  Business!" 

One  of  God's  soul -winning  ser- 
vants became  greatly  burdened  fori 
the  salvation  of  an  unsaved  girl. 
She  resented  his  efforts  to  causes 
her  to  see  her  lostness  and  need  of>| 
the  Saviour.  She  told  her  mother  of. 
her  displeasure.  Said  the  motheri 
angrily,  "The  next  time  he  speaks^ 
to  you  about  being  saved,  tell  him: 
to  mind  his  own  business!" 

"But  Mother,"  protested  the  girl,,: 
"he  talks  like  this  is  his  business!" 
It  IS  the  business  of  every  born-< 
again  believer  to  do  their  dead-i 
level -best  to  bring  the  lost,  per-^ 
ishing  ones  to  Jesus!-W.  B.  K. 

Prayer  Thought 
God's  work  is  every  Christian's! 
business.    We  should  love  and  help! 
one  another  and,  to  the  best  of  our 
ability,  dedicate  our  lives  to  Christ. 

(Devotions  used  by  permission, 
Knight's  Master  Book  of  New  Il- 
lustrations, Eerdmans  Press.) 
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BIBLE 


QUESTIONS 

and 
ANSWERS 


Conducted  by  J.  P.  BARROW 
Route  1,  Box  475,  LaGrange,  North  Carolina  28551 


Question:  Please  explain,  "Men 
id  brethren,  let  me  freely  speak 
lto  you  of  the  patriarch  David,  that 
i  is  both  dead  and  buried,  and  his 
jpulchre  is  with  us  unto  this 
ly  .  .  .  .  For  David  is  not  ascend- 
1  into  the  heavens:  but  he  saith 
mself,  The  LORD  said  unto  my 
Drd,  Sit  thou  on  my  right  hand" 
lets  2:29,  34). 

Answer:  In  each  case  it  is  neces- 
iry  that  we  read  the  verses  follow - 
g  the  verses  in  this  question: 
Therefore  being  a  prophet,  and 
lowing  that  God  had  sworn  with  an 
llth  to  him,  that  of  the  fruit  of  his 
ins,  according  to  the  flesh,  he  would 
aise  up  Christ  to  sit  on  his  throne; 
e  seeing  this  before  spake  of  the 
isurrection  of  Christ,  that  his  soul 
as  not  left  in  hell,  neither  his  flesh 
d  see  corruption"  (Acts  2:30,  31). 
hese  read  together  with  Verse  29 
hich  is  in  the  question  gives  us  to 
ider stand  that  David,  a  prophet, 
•ophesied  of  Christ,  his  descendant, 
ho  should  arise  from  the  grave 
;cause  God  had  sworn  to  him  that 
is  was  what  must  happen  for  God 
designed  this.  The  Lord  gave 
m  to  understand  that  Christ, 
avid's  descendant,  would  not  re- 
tain in  the  grave  to  decay  and  re- 
irn  to  dust  from  whence  Adam's 
bdy  was  formed  and  all  Adam's 
;scendants  except  Christ,  which 
od  would  miraculously  bring  forth 
om  the  grave  a  final  sign  to  sin- 
il  man  that  even  though  Christ 
as  the  Son  of  man  He  also  was  the 
)n  of  God. 

The  following  is  part  of  what  Dr. 
William  Evans  has  to  say  in  The 
reat  Doctrines  of  the  Bible  about 
le  resurrection  of  Christ: 

"The  resurrection  of  Christ  is  not 
spiritual  resurrection,  nor  were 
lis  appearances  to  the  disciples 
piritual  manifestations.  He  ap- 
peared to  the  disciples  in  a  bodily 
\>rm.  The  body  that  was  laid  in 
Joseph's  tomb  came  forth  on  that 
irst  Easter  morn  twenty  centuries 
go. 


"John  20:27;  Luke  24:37-39.  It  is 
true  that  there  were  occasions  on 
which  He  was  not  recognizable  by  the 
disciples,  but  such  occasions  were 
the  result  of  the  eyes  of  the  dis- 
ciples being  hoi  den  in  order  that  they 
might  not  know  Him.  There  was 
divine  intervention  on  these  oc- 
casions. Does  Christ  still  retain 
the  prints  of  the  nails?  Is  He  still 
the  Lamb  as  though  it  had  been 
slain?  (Revelation  5  and  6). 

"It  bore  marks  and  possessed 
attributes  which  proclaimed  a  rela- 
tion to  the  celestial  or  super - 
terrestrial  sphere.  For  example: 
It  could  pass  through  barred  doors 
(John  20:19),  thus  transcending 
physical  limitations.  It  was  not 
recognizable  at  times  (Luke  24:13- 
16;  John  20:  14,  15;  21:4,  12;  Mark 
16:12).  This  fact  may  be  accounted 
for  in  two  ways:  First,  super- 
naturally-their  eyes  were  holden; 
second,  that  in  that  risen  life  the 
spiritual  controls  the  material  rather 
than  as  here,  the  material  the 
spiritual;  so  that  the  spirit  could 
change  the  outward  form  of  the  body 
at  will  and  at  any  given  time.  Yet, 
note  how  Jesus  had  power  to  make 
Himself  known  by  little  acts,  such  as 
the  breaking  of  the  bread,  and  the  tone 
of  His  voice.  Do  we  carry  these 
little  characteristics  into  the  other 
life?  Shall  we  know  our  loved 
ones  by  these  things?  Then  again, 
Jesus  was  able  to  vanish  out  of 
sight  of  His  friends  (Luke  24:31; 
John  20:19,  26;  Luke  24:51;  Acts 
1:9);  so  He  could  be  in  different 
places  at  very  short  intervals  of  time. 

"Can  we  explain  these  facts?  No, 
not  fully.  Yet  we  must  not  be  so 
material  as  to  totally  disbelieve 
them.  'Daily,  indeed,  are  men  being 
forced  to  recognize  that  the  world 
holds  more  mysteries  than  they 
formerly  imagined  it  to  do.  Probably 
physicists  are  not  so  sure  of  the 
impenetrability  of  matter,  or  even  of 
the  conservation  of  energy,  as  they 
once  were;  and  newer  speculations  on 
the  etheric  basis  of  matter,  and  on 
the  relation  of  the  seen  to  the  un- 


seen universe  (or  universes)  with 
forces  and  laws  largely  unknown, 
open  up  vistas  of  possibility  which 
may  hold  in  them  the  key  to  pheno- 
mena even  as  extraordinary  as  those 
in  question. '-James  Orr. 

"Not  only  is  it  true  that  Christ's 
body  has  not  seen  death  since  His 
resurrection,  but  it  cannot  die  again. 
Romans  6:9,  10;  Revelation  1:18; 
cf.  Luke  20:36.  The  lesson  for  us 
from  this:  Christ  is  the  firstfruits 
(1  Corinthians  15:20)." 

David,  Jesus'  ancestor,  died  and 
his  spirit  or  soul  went  to  paradise 
in  the  same  compartment  of  Hades 
where  Lazarus,  in  the  story  Jesus 
told  of  the  rich  man  and  Lazarus 
in  Luke  16:19-31,  was;  but  his  body 
decayed  and  went  back  to  the  dust 
from  where  it  was  taken  when  God 
created  the  human  race  in  Adam.  It 
will  be  resurrected  when  the 
apostles'  bodies  are  resurrected  and 
when  all  saints'  bodies  are  res- 
surected  previous  to  the  rapture,  and 
will  be  taken  to  the  meetings  at  the 
judgment  seat  of  Christ  and  the 
marriage  supper  of  the  Lamb. 

Then  with  Christ,  at  the  end  of  what 
appears  to  me  to  be  seven  years  in 
the  air,  we  come  back  to  the  earth 
with  Christ  and  the  heavenly  host 
who  remain  with  Him  a  thousand 
years.  We,  the  church,  are  to  sit 
with  Christ  on  His  throne  in  a  reign 
that  is  manifested  on  earth  for  1,000 
years  where  the  end  time  events 
take  place,  and  then  with  Him  when 
the  old  heavens  and  the  old  earth 
have  passed  away,  enjoying  the  new 
heavens  and  new  earth  throughout 
eternity.  Jesus'  body,  for  instance, 
did  not  remain  in  the  grave  like 
David's  or  Paul's  or  D.  L.  Moody's 
or  ours  if  we  die  before  He  comes, 
for  we  read:  "And  when  he  had 
spoken  these  things,  while  they  be- 
held, he  was  taken  up;  and  a  cloud 
received  him  out  of  their  sight. 
And  while  they  looked  stedfastly 
toward  heaven  as  he  went  up,  behold, 
two  men  stood  by  them  in  white 
apparel;  Which  also  said,  Ye  men  of 
Galilee,  why  stand  ye  gazing  up  into 
heaven?  this  same  Jesus,  which  is 
taken  up  from  you  into  heaven,  shall 
so  come  in  like  manner  as  ye  have 
seen  him  go  into  heaven"  (Acts  1: 
9-11);  "For  I  delivered  unto  you 
first  of  all  that  which  I  also  re- 
ceived, how  that  Christ  died  for  our 
sins  according  to  the  scriptures; 
And  that  he  was  buried,  and  that  he 
rose  again  the  third  day  according  to 
the  scriptures:  .  .  .  But  now  is 
Christ  risen  from  the  dead,  and 
become  the  firstfruits  of  them  that 
slept.  For  since  by  man  came  death, 
by  man  came  also  the  resurrection 
of  the  dead.  For  as  in  Adam  all 
(Continued  on  Page  13) 
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Free  Will  Baptist  Children's  Home 

"A  Christian  Home  for  Boys  and  Girls" 

Minni.Ksi'X,  north  Carolina  27557 

MR.  SAMMY  WEEKS,  Superintendent  -  Phone  (919)235-4079 


CONTRIBUTION  FOR 
AIR  CONDITIONING 

The  Pine  Level  Free  Will  Baptist 
Church  recently  accepted  a  project 
to  raise  $2,000  for  air  conditioning 
the  State  Cottage.  On  Sunday,  June 
23,  they  brought  the  first  contribu- 
tion which  amounted  to  $1,277.  In 
the  photograph  the  Rev.  Robert  Lang- 
ley,  pastor,  is  shown  presenting  the 
check  to  the  superintendent  of  the 
Home.  Looking  on  are  several 
other  church  members. 


We  are  very  grateful  to  Pine  Level 
church  for  their  willingness  to  help 

us. 


NOTICE  TO  FARMERS 

If  you  have  extra  vegetables,  fruits, 
or  nuts  and  would  like  to  donate 
them  to  the  Children's  Home,  please 
let  us  hear  from  you  soon.  We're 
trying  to  can  much  food  this  summer 
which  will  help  us  hold  down  our 
food  bill  this  coming  winter.  So, 
if  you  want  to  give,  we'll  be  glad  to 
accept,  thankfully  and  prayerfully. 


THE  STATE  COTTAGE 

Construction  of  our  new  cottage 
is  well  underway.  The  cottage  is 
called  the  State  Cottage  and  is  named 
after  our  North  Carolina  State  Con- 
vention of  Original  Free  Will  Bap- 
tists. It  is  located  on  the  south- 
east side  of  the  campus  which  is  on 
your  right  as  you  approach  the 
campus. 

The  design  of  the  State  Cottage 
is  similiar  to  that  of  the  Central 
and  Rodgers  Cottages.  It  contains 
4,100  square  feet  and  will  accom- 
modate 12  to  16  children.  The  twelve 


boys  now  residing  in  the  Albemarle 
II  Cottage  will  be  moving  into  it, 
hopefully,  in  late  August. 

We  have  selected  these  means  by 
which  to  obtain  the  monies  needed  to 
pay  for  this  construction:  First,  by 
a  series  of  gospel  singings  with  no 
admission  charge,  but  a  free-will 
offering;  second,  by  open  contribu- 
tions from  churches,  groups,  and  in- 
dividuals; third,  by  using  the  offer- 
ing each  church  sends  to  the  State 
Convention  for  the  Children's  Home. 

The  first  gospel  singing  or  con- 
cert was  held  at  the  Children's  Home 
at  7  p.  m.,  Friday,  July  12.  The 
featured  singers  were  the  Dixie 
Melody  Boys.  There  will  be  other 
singings  at  later  dates  and  places. 

In  the  event  that  an  individual, 
group,  or  church  wish  to  make  an 
open  contribution  to  the  building  fund, 
you  may  do  so  at  anytime.  Those 
that  contribute  $500  or  more  will  be 
permanently  recognized  on  a  marble 
plaque  displayed  on  the  wall  of  the 
foyer. 

Our  third  and  perhaps  the  most 
significant  way  of  paying  for  this 
cottage  is  to  ask  each  church  to  send 
or  bring  a  minimum  of  $200  for  the 
Children's  Home  to  the  State  Con- 
then  the  State  Cottage  will  be  com- 
pletely paid  for.  Now  is  the  time 
for  you  and  your  church  to  start 
a  fund-raising  campaign  or  event  for 
this  project. 

As  the  construction  on  the  State 
Cottage  progresses,  other  articles 
will  appear  in  "The  Free  Will  Bap- 
tist" keeping  you  informed.  Also, 
a  listing  of  contributions  to  the 
building  fund  will  be  published 
monthly.  We  invite  each  of  you  to 
come  for  a  visit  and  a  tour  of  the 
cottage. 


FURNITURE  NEEDED 

We  need  new  furniture  for  tht 
State  Cottage  which  should  be  com- 
pleted by  late  August.  Items  needec 
are  39  inch  single  beds,  wood;  chesl 
of  drawers;  dressers  with  wall  mir-i 
rors;  and,  living  room  and  dining 
room  furniture.  If  you  would  like 
to  donate  the  furniture  or  the  monej 
for  it  please  contact  the  superin- 
tendent right  away.  The  address  is 
P.  O.  Drawer  E.  Middlesex,  North, 
Carolina  27557;  telephone  235-4079.; 


DANIELS  CHAPEL  VISITS 
HOME 

On  Saturday,  June  1,  about  forty 
member  of  Daniels  Chapel  Free 
Will  Baptist  Church  of  Black  Creek,: 
near  Wilson,  visited  our  Home  and 
held  a  cookout  in  the  evening  for  us. 
After  the  fine  supper,  the  visiting 
group  toured  the  campus,  cottages, 
and  the  farm. 

Each  of  us  at  the  Home  enjoyed 
the  cookout  and  the  fellowship  with' 
these  visitors.  We  invite  them  and 
all  of  you  to  come  again  at  anytime. 


Churches  and  Ministers 
Available 

(Note:  This  column  is  provided,  whet 
needed,  for  any  church  that  is  seeking  £ 
pastor  and  for  any  minister  who  is  seeking! 
a  church  to  serve  and  would  like  to  give 
such  notice.  Please  send  the  necessary  in| 
formation  to  the  editor  of  "The  Free  Wil 
Baptist."  Each  notice  will  run  for  two  is< 
sues  only.) 


The  Rev.  Cooper  P.  Thompson 
announces  that  he  is  available  for 
pastoral  work  and  revival  services.; 
Any  church  desiring  his  services  may 
contact  him  by  writing  Route  2,! 
Four  Oaks,  North  Carolina  27524; 
telephone  894-4242  at  night. 


The  Rev.  H.  M.  Minchew  has  re 
signed  the  pastorate  of  Mount  Cal- 
vary Free  Will  Baptist  Church  o 
the  Rockfish  Conference  and  is  avail 
able  for  full-time  or  part-time  pas- 
toral services  or  supply  work.  An] 
church  interested  in  his  services 
may  contact  him  at  Route  1,  Kenly 
North  Carolina  27542;  telephone 
Fremont  242-5625. 


THE  COMMON  PEOPLE 

Long  live  also  the  forward  march 
of  the  common  people  in  all  the 
lands  towards  their  just  and  true 
inheritance,  and  toward  the  broader 
and  fuller  age. -Winston  Churchill. 
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CRA.GMONT  ASSEMBLY  NEWS 

Black  Mountain,  North  Carolina 


•i 


ATTENDED  ANNUAL  MINISTERS'  CONFERENCE 


The  ones  pictured  above  are  some 
those   who  attended  the  annual 
ree  Will  Baptist  Ministers'  Con- 
.  rence,  which  was  held  June  17-21, 


F*ee  IY/ll  BAPTisj^MlNtsren's  Conference  ~"^JI/me  I7~zi,lp74 
r  CoAGMoNT  Assembly 


at  Cragmont  Assembly,  Black  Moun- 
tain. The  conference  is  reported 
to  have  been  successful,  with 
spiritual  renewal  and  close  Christian 
fellowship. 


OW  FAR  HAS  CRAGMONT 
:OME  IN  YOUTH  WORK? 

by  L.  E.  Ballard 

It  was  around  seven  o'clock  onSat- 
rday  evening  before  the  second 
unday  in  June  of  1953,  and  this 
writer  counted  over  and  over  the 
umber  of  young  people  registered 
or  the  first  session  of  the  General 
routh  Conference  planned  for  the 
ollowing  week  at  Cragmont  As- 
embly,  Inc.,  Black  Mountain.  He 
Added  up  the  amount  of  money  they 
/ould  pay  in  for  transportation,  and 
ound  it  short  of  the  cost  of  the 
mallest  bus  he  could  engage  for  the 
rip  to  the  assembly  on  the  follow - 
ng  Monday.  We  had  been  com- 
nissioned  by  our  State  Sunday  School 
|  Convention  to  plan  the  conference 
ind  enlist  young  people  for  it.  We 
hought  we  had  done  our  best,  but 
low  we  were  in  distress  over  the 
ondition.    We  went  to  the  telephone 


and  called  three  or  four  pastors 
and  begged  them  to  "try  hard"  to 
get  one  or  two  of  their  young  peo- 
ple to  go.  They  promised  to  do  this 
and  to  call  back  the  results  on  Sun- 
day afternoon.  We  believe  that  they 
did  their  best,  and  as  a  result  around 
nine -thirty  Sunday  night,  we  hastily 
summed  up  the  situation,  and  de- 
cided that  we  would  be  able  to  pay 
for  the  bus.  And  so,  with  thirty- 
four  young  people  we  reached  Crag- 
mont around  six  p.  m.  on  Monday 
for  the  first  Sunday  School  Con- 
vention Youth  Conference—the  only 
youth    conference    held    that  year 

Around  May  15,  1974,  this  writer, 
who  had  been  associated  with  the 
Cragmont  youth  work  during  all  the 
intervening  years,  was  again  in  con- 
fusion and  distress.  He  looked  his 
list  over  and  found  that  he  had 
accepted  applications  for  a  few  more 
than  the  quota  set  by  the  Cragmont 
management  as  the  number  that  could 


be  accommodated  at  the  assembly, 
and  there  were  two  or  three  letters 
on  his  desk.  The  next  morning  he 
would  have  to  begin  writing  "Dear 
John"  letters,  telling  the  young  peo- 
ple whose  names  were  in  these  letters 
that  they  could  not  go  to  the  confer- 
ence. He  could  offer  them  a  bit 
of  hope  because  now  there  were 
four  other  youth  conferences  being 
planned  for  this  year;  but  he  knew 
that  these  too  were  approaching  the 
same  problem  he  faced. 

The  Cragmont  Youth  Program  has 
come  all  the  way  from  that  almost 
conscripted  group  of  34  in  1953  to  a 
group  of  163  young  people  for  the 
General  Youth  Conference  in  1974, 
with  over  30  being  rejected  by  a 
registrar  with  a  heart  just  as  sad 
as  it  had  been  in  1953.  It  has 
also  expanded  to  include  other  con- 
ferences with  the  same  prospects  of 
somebody  writing  "Dear  John"  let- 
ters. 

How  far  will  it  go?  Well,  almost 
everyone  in  last  week's  group  of  163 
said  that  they  hoped  and  intended  to 
try  to  return  next  year.  And  most 
of  them  said  that  they  were  going 
to  try  to  get  somebody  else  to  come 
with  them!  Also  the  same  will  be 
true  of  the  other  youth  groups  going 
to  Cragmont  this  year. 

There  are  some  who  are  pre- 
dicting that  with  the  opening  of  two 
other  youth  camps  among  the  Free 
Will  Baptists  of  North  Carolina, 
Cargmont  may  be  facing  a  possible 
decline;  and,  the  "faintest  of  the 
faint-hearted"  even  intimate  that 
Cragmont  may  in  time  be  replaced 
by  these  other  camps.  It  is  the 
opinion  of  this  writer  that  such  a 
thing  can  never  happen.  Even  if 
Eagles  Nest  and  Camp  Vandemere 
wanted  to  replace  Cragmont-and  we 
are  sure  that  they  have  no  such  a 
desire-they  simply  could  not  do  it! 
Perhaps  in  time  those  who  are 
responsible  for  Cragmont  will  have  a 
few  less  "Dear  John"  letters  to 
write;  but,  it  is  just  as  possible 
that  those  who  promote  these  other 
camps  will  themselves  join  the  ranks 
of  the  "Dear  John"  letter  writers! 
Count  the  little  children  under  ten 
in  your  church  families  next  Sunday 
before  you  decide  that  we  will  not 
need  every  youth  camp  we  have,  and 
maybe  others,  to  take  care  of  our 
young  people  of  tomorrow.  So,  move 
on  Eagles  Nest  and  Vandemere!  Per- 
haps right  now  you  are  the  "second 
love"  of  this  writer's  heart,  but 
there  is  a  lot  of  second  loves  in  our 
heart.  Next  year  our  Cragmont 
conferences  may  again  be  having  to 
return  applications  from  young  peo- 
ple.    We  only  hope  that,  if  this  is 

(Continued  on  Page  13) 
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Of  Denominational  Interest 

Quarterly  Report  of 
Board  of  Superannuation 

The  following  is  the  report  of  the 
Rev.  Walter  Reynolds,  director  - 
treasurer  of  the  Board  of  Superan- 
nuation of  the  North  Carolina  State 
Convention  of  the  Free  Will  Bap- 
tist Church,  for  April  1,  1974,  through 
June  30,  1974: 

Balance  April  1,  1974       $  6,773.97 
Receipts 

Religious 

Contributions  $  3,098.81 
Insurance  and 

Retirement 

Premiums  4,251.87 
Interest  Income  122.25 
Ministers'  Widows' 

Fund  1,240.00 
Burress  -  Galloway 

Endowment  Fund  100.00 
Total  Receipts  8,812.93 
Total  to  Account 

For  15,586.90 
Disbursements 
Ministers'  and  Widows' 

Checks  $  695.00 

M.  R.  S.  Retirement 

Checks  303.48 
Insurance 

Premiums  3,139.03 
Operating 

Expenses  930.64 
Check  for  Widows 

from  M.  W.  F.  860.00 
Transferred  to 

M.  R.  S.  Fund  10.51 
Transferred  to 

M.  W.  F.  407.03 
M.  R.  S.  Death 

Claim  180.00 

Total  Disbursements  6,525.69 
Balance  June  30,  1974       $  9,061.21 


Baptismal  Service  at 
West  Clinton  Church 

On  Sunday  afternoon,  June  23,  at 
3  p.  m.  ,  the  West  Clinton  Free 
Will  Baptist  Church  of  Clinton  held 
a  baptismal  service.  This  was  the 
first  service  of  this  type  for  the 
newly  ordained  pastor,  the  Rev.  John 
Gilliland.  There  were  five  new  con- 
verts who  were  baptized.  As  the 
candidates  for  baptism  descended  in- 
to the  water  holding  hands,  a  group 


of  approximately  45  people  stood  on 
the  bank  of  the  river  and  sang.  Hearts 
were  warmed  by  this  blessed  event. 


Johnnie  Bullman  to  Conduct 
Gum  Neck  Revival 


The  Rev.  Johnnie  Bullman  of  Spar- 
tanburg, South  Carolina,  will  be  the 
guest  minister  for  revival  services 
at  the  Gum  Neck  Free  Will  Baptist 
Church,  Route  1,  Columbia,  the  week 
of  July  22-27.  The  pastor,  the  Rev. 
Earl  Minchew,  will  be  assisting  in  the 
services  which  will  begin  each  even- 
ing at  eight  o'clock.  There  will  be 
special  music  each  evening  by  the 
local  church  and  visiting  singers. 

The  pastor  and  the  church 
membership  extend  a  cordial  in- 
vitation to  everyone  to  attend  all  the 
services  you  possibly  can. 


BOOKSTORE 
HOURS 

*  The  Ayden  Bible  and  Bookstore, 

*  located  at  the  Free  Will  Baptist 

*  Press  Foundation,  Inc.,  81 1  North 

*  Lee  Street,  Ayden,  North  Caro- 

*  lina,    observes    the  following 

*  hours: 

*  Monday-Friday-8  a.m.  to  5  p.m. 

*  Saturday— 9  a.m.  to  5  p.m. 


I 

Eastwood  Mission 
Announces  Revival 


Revival  services  are  scheduled  for 

the  Eastwood  Free  Will  Baptist  Mis- 
sion, 5217  Catalpa  Drive,  Fayette- 
ville,  for  the  week  of  July  22-27. 
Services  will  begin  each  evening  aV 
7:30  with  the  Rev.  Taylor  Hill, 
secretary -treasurer  of  the  Home 
Missions  Department  of  the  North 
Carolina  State  Convention,  as  the 
evangelist.  Mr.  Alton  Howard, 
director -pastor  of  the  mission,  will 
be  assisting  Mr.  Hill.  The  public 
is  cordially  invited  to  attend. 


Supplementary 
Ministers'  Widows' 
Fund  List 

The  following  have  been  added  to 
the  list  of  ministers  participating  in 
the  Ministers'  Widows'  Fund  from 
May    8,    1974,    to   May   30,  1974: 

Noah  Brown,  Morehead  City 

Milford  Hales,  Kenly 

Harold  Jones,  Clayton 

W.  C.  Overton,  Ahoskie 

J.  B.  Starnes,  Newport 

J.  Walter  Stanley,  Four  Oaks 

Cooper  P.  Thompson,  Four  Oaks 

Joe  Barrow,  Texas 

Gene  Britt,  Clayton 

L.  L.  Parker,  Sneads  Ferry 

J.  D.  Vernelson,  Belhaven 

Any  Original  Free  Will  Baptist 
minister  of  North  Carolina  who  de- 
sires to  participate  may  do  so  by 
sending  ten  dollars  ($10)  to  the 
Board  of  Superannuation.  For  any 
additional  information,  contact  the 
North  Carolina  Board  of  Superan- 
nuation, in  care  of  the  Rev.  Wal- 
ter Reynolds,  P.  O.  Box  474,  Ayden, 
North  Carolina  28513. 
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Scenes  at  the  Anniversary 
Dinner  for  Wade  Long 

June  21,  1974 


!  HE  FREE  WILL  BAPTIST 


Left  to  right:  The  Rev.  Walter  Reynolds,  manager 
of  the  Press  Foundation;  Wade  Long,  the  honoree; 
and  his  devoted  wife,  Bell. 


The  cooks  superb:  Johnny  Batts  of  the  bookkeeping 
department;  Asa  Spain  of  the  printing  department; 
and  Marvin  Hathaway,  foreman  of  the  printing  depart- 
ment; pictured  left  to  right  respectively. 
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FOR  JULY  28 
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Pressing  on 
Toward  the  Goal 

Printed  Text  :  Philippians  3:4-16 
Memory  Verse:     Philippians  3:14 

I.  INTRODUCTION 

It  is  common  knowledge  to  most  of 
us  that  if  we  wish  to  attain  any 
measure  of  success  in  life  we  must 
spend  the  early  years  of  our  lives 
preparing  to  perform  in  an  acceptable 
manner  that  work  which  we  accept 
as  our  calling  in  life.  Persons 
who  have  been  able  to  determine 
at  an  early  age  what  they  want  their 
lives  to  be  and  what  they  wish  to  gain 
from  life  and  contribute  to  it  are 
more  frequently  successful  in  attain- 
ing their  goals.  Those  who  fail 
to  realize  the  importance  of  making 
this  decision  as  soon  as  possible  are 
not  privileged  to  enjoy  a  fuller,  more 
fruitful,  and  a  more  enjovable  life 
as  those  who  acted  with  such  fore- 
sight. 

There  are  two  grave  dangers  as- 
sociated with  this  selection  of  one's 
goal  for  life:  the  first,  the  tendency 
to  set  the  goal  beyond  the  capability 
of  attainment;  the  second  to  under- 
estimate ourselves  and  thus  settle 
for  a  life  that  is  much  lower  than 
our  capabilities  could  attain.  One 
thing  is  certain,  however;  when  a  per- 
son determines  to  live  for  Christ  and 
to  make  his  life  successful,  regard- 
less of  the  field  of  labor  to  which  he 
feels  himself  called,  will  not  only 
be  successful  in  that  field  of  la- 
bor but  his  life  will  prove  a  bless- 
ing to  all  who  come  in  contact  with 
him. 

The  background  for  today's  lesson 
is  the  conflict  that  existed  between 
those  who  maintained  that  salva- 
tion was  to  be  found  through  the 
keeping  of  the  law  and  those  who  in- 
sisted that  it  was  a  matter  of  God's 
grace,  and  the  effect  which  that  choice 
between  these  two  had  on  one's  call- 
ing in  life. 

The  purpose  of  today's  lesson  is  to 
influence  youth  to  give  due  and  proper 
consideration  to  God's  purpose  in 
their  lives  as  they  consider  what  their 


vocation  should  be. -The  Teen -Age 
Teacher  (F.  W.  B  ). 

n.    HINTS  THAT  HELP 

A.  Paul  had  come  to  the  place 
in  his  life  where  he  counted  all  of 
his  fleshly  attainments  as  nothing. 
His  goal  was  to  attain  the  perfect 
life.  He  admits  that  he  had  not  at- 
tained it,  but  he  was  constantly 
working  toward  it.  This  meaning 
of  perfection  is  without  sin. 

B.  Paul  admitted  that  he  had  one 
kind  of  perfection:  maturity.  This 
is  the  kind  of  perfection  that  can  be 
attained  by  God's  people.  We  should 
try  to  attain  this,  and  even  then 
there  will  be  much  to  learn  of  God's 
revelation. 

C.  The  only  righteousness  is  that 
which  is  found  in  Christ.  So  Paul 
realized  that  all  of  his  efforts  to  be 
righteous  under  the  law  had  availed 
nothing.  When  he  came  to  accept 
Christ  as  his  Saviour,  he  realized 
that  he  had  found  the  true  righteous- 
ness that  God  will  recognize. 

D.  It  seems  that  Paul  in  this 
lesson  is  picturing  a  race.  He  has 
started  the  race  but  is  aware  that 
he  must  be  constantly  alert  and  con- 
centrate on  the  goal  ahead  if  he  is 
going  to  make  a  success  out  of  the 
race.  This  is  true  of  every  Chris- 
tian. 

E.  When  all  is  said  the  important 
question  for  each  Christian  is  this: 
"Am  I  living  the  Christian  life  in 
such  a  way  as  to  bring  glory  and  honor 
to  the  Lord  who  saved  me?" 

-The  Bible  Teacher  (F.  W.  B  ). 

HI.    ADDITIONAL  TRUTHS 

A.  Imagine  yourself  a  laborer  on 
a  garbage  truck  in  London  on  a 
foggy  December  morning  in  1936. 
Stopping  for  the  refuse  at  the  rear  of 
Buckingham  Palace,  you  see  lying 
there,  discarded  the  royal  throne! 
Lifting  the  lid  of  the  trash  can,  you 
behold  the  king's  crown,  the  ermine 
robes,  the  crown  jewels,  and  all  the 
offical  emblems  and  documents  of 
royal  authority! 

No,  it  didn't  really  happen  that 
way;  but  all  those  royal  appurte- 
nances were  just  as  decisively  dis- 
carded. On  December  11,  1936, 
after   reigning   for   less   than  one 


t 

year,  King  Edward  VIII  of  Grea 
Britain  abdicated  his  throne  tha 
he  might  marry  Mrs.  Wallis  War- 
field  Simpson,  an  American  womai 
whom  he  loved. 

Paul  the  apostle  made  as  decisive 
a  choice.  As  Edward  VIII  chose  be- 
tween the  sovereignty  of  an  empire 
and  a  woman's  love,  so  Paul  chose 
between  all  the  pride,  pomp,  prestige 
and  legal  righteousness  of  first-cen- 
tury Judaism  and  Jesus  Christ  whose1 
resurrection  he  was  determined  t(! 
share. -Standard  Lesson  Com- 
mentary. 

B.  We  have  all  said  at  one  tim 
or  another,  "Hindsight  is  better  thai 
foresight."  This  no  one  can  con 
tradict.  "If  we  had  only  known!' 
is  a  complaint  as  empty  as  it  is 
fruitless.  Yet  one  may  learn  fron 
past  experiences. 

Often  psychiatrists  and  therapists 
lead  a  patient  back  to  his  childhoo< 
so  that  he  recalls  the  experiences 
that  contributed  to  his  illness  on 
maladjustment.  It  helps  us  to  knov' 
how  we  got  where  we  now  are.  S< 
the  real  value  of  hindsight  is  that  il 
may  lead  to  better  insight  into  our- 
selves. 

"Know  thyself"  is  the  wise  counsel 
of  philosophers .  Because  of  the  com  I 
plexity  of  man,  no  one  really  under 
stands  himself  fully.'  David  askes 
God  to  'Search  me,  and  .  .  .  knovj 
my  heart."  His  goal  was  to  knovj 
himself  better. 

The  lack  of  progress  in  develop} 
ing  good  behavior  and  rooting  out  ba^ 
behavior  is  caused  by  our  tendency 
to  so  easily  excuse  ourselves  bl 
saying  that  our  failings  are  just 
part  of  being  human-or  an  inherite^ 
trait.  Then,  even  though  we  looh 
back  into  our  lives  and  see  our  fail' 
ings,  we  do    very  little  about  them 

It's  good  to  think  about  ourselves 
as  we  are,  not  just  as  we  ought  1 
be.  This  helps  us  to  gain  insight. 
Looking  into  the  past  can  help  us  groy 
and  develop  some  of  the  qualities  m 
would  like  to  have.  We  need  this  tl 
become  the  kind  of  persons  wewoul! 
like  to  be.  But  gaining  insight  re: 
quires  honesty  and  a  lot  of  har 
work. 

And  it's  hard  to  be  honest  with  our 
selves-to  really  admit  that  we  hav 
traits  of  character  that  we  shoul 
eradicate.  It's  easy  enough  to  say,  " 
know  I  have  many  faults  and  sins,' 
but  sometimes  it  is  difficult  to  nam 
even  ten  of  them! 

It's  good  to  look  back,  not  to  blame 
or  condemn  ourselves  or  oui 
environment,  but  with  the  intention  o 
gaining  greater  insight  into  both  oui 
strengths  and  weaknesses.  Acknowl 
edging   these   is  the  first  step  ii 

(Continued  on  Page  16) 
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Unmitigated 


by  the  Rev.  R.  P.  Harris 


s 

jo  Scriptural  Basis:    "And  Abraham 
»|  \pk  the  wood  of  the  burnt  offering, 
id  laid  it  upon  Isaac  his  son;  and 
took  the  fire  in  his  hand,  and  a 
S  life;  and  they  went  both  of  them 
gether"    (Genesis   22:6).  (Read 
so  Genesis  22:1-12.) 


HRISTIANS  PREPARING  TO  MAKE 
A  SACRIFICE 

lei 


The  story  of  Abraham  and  Isaac 
a   very  familiar  one  to  most, 
not  all,  seasoned  Christians.  It 
"Istablishes  the  fact  of  Abraham's 
enuine  faith  in  God.  It  proves  that 
od  knows  what  He  is  doing  and  we 
5fhould  never  doubt  Him  at  all,  never 
nder  any  circumstances!  God  knew 
rhat  Abraham  would  do  before  He 
ave  the  command.     However,  He 
new    that    Abraham    needed  the 
Challenge  and  that  all  Christians  need 
good  example  to  guide  them  into 
le  way  of  sacrifice.  Every  Chris- 
an  will  be  tested  and  God  knows 
head  of  time  how  the  test  will  come 
ut.    He  also  knows  that  we  Chris- 
ians  need  to  find  ourselves  moving 
lown  this  same  road  of  sacrifice 
Inhere  an  offering  is  scheduled. 

The   story   moves   swiftly  after 
5od  challenges  Abraham  into  mak- 
ng   a   sacrifice   of   his  only  son; 
hat  is,  the  only  son  of  promise. 
Vbraham   had   another  son  but  he 
las  not  the  promised  son  through 
yhose  seed  the  nations  of  the  earth 
vould  be  blessed.     Isaac  was  the 
ply  one,  and  God  made  this  very 
kain  in  His  dealings  with  Abraham. 
Abraham  began  to  make  arrange- 
ments for  the  sacrifice.    He  made 
jhe  required  journey  to  the  place  God 
"fcommanded     with     the  required 
materials  for  this  particular  sacri- 
fice.    This  is  exactly  what  God  is 
floing   with   all   faithful  Christians 
loday,    and   sometimes  the  testing 
Seems  most  drastic. 


:e 


BIBLE  MUSICAL 
INSTRUMENTS 


by  Lena  Kay  Branch 


The  Bible  musical  insturments  in  the  above  puzzle  have  been  circled 
for  you.  Remember,  the  words  may  read  vertically,  horizontally,  or  diagon- 
ally, and  may  be  spelled  forwards  or  backwards.  Were  you  able  to  locate 
all  of  them? 


God  does  not  use  the  exact  kind 
of  sacrifice  for  an  offering  for  every- 
body. The  sacrifice  can  be  in  the 
form  of  money  or  material  things  as 
in  the  case  of  the  rich  young  ruler 
whom  Christ  ordered  to  sell  his 
goods,  give  to  the  poor,  and  come 
follow  Him.  The  rich  young  ruler 
failed  the  test  and  was  never  num- 
bered with  the  heros  of  faith  because 
of  his  refusal  to  make  the  sacri- 
fice. 

We  cannot  help  but  notice  in  this 
account  how  that  Abraham  was  re- 
quired to  take  his  own  wood  and  fire. 
He  was  not  to  take  the  chance  of 
finding  these  at  the  place  of  sacri- 
fice. I  think  God  wants  Christians 
today  to  be  as  efficient.  What  good 
would  the  sacrificial  object  be  if 
the  ingredients  for  perfecting  it  were 
left  behind?  Christians  are  fail- 
ing the  test  today  because  they  do 
not  find  it  necessary  to  take  the 
wood  and  fire!     The  wood  is  that 


which  feeds  the  fire,  and,  of  course, 
there  would  be  no  fire  without  fuel. 
Furthermore,  Abraham  had  to  carry 
the  fire  and  the  knife  in  his  hands. 
The  fire  must  not  go  out  and  the 
knife  must  be  at  hand. 

Ah,  my  friends,  Christians  should 
prepare  for  the  sacrifice  of  what- 
ever is  required  by  God.  Be  sure 
that  you  are  moving  in  the  right 
direction  with  the  right  materials 
and  with  the  right  motive  in  view- 
that  of  pleasing  God  and  obeying 
Him.  The  wood  may  be  a  type  of 
burden  you  must  bear  in  your  church 
or  community;  the  fire  may  well 
represent  the  presence  of  the  Holy 
Spirit  whose  power  is  to  prepare  the 
sacrifice  into  an  offering  to  the  glory 
of  God. 

Today  we  need  Christians  on  fire 
for  God  and  a  church  that  is  literally 
burning  sacrifices  and  making  offer- 
ings out  of  the  most  precious 
materials  at  hand. 
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STORIES 

for  our  youth 


The  Bible  Story 

by  Linda  Craft 
g.   Winterville,  North  Carolina 

J  OU  give  me  my  Bible,  Henry 
£  Allen!"  Jenny  shouted  to  the 
two  boys  who  were  tossing  her  bat- 
tered old  Bible  about. 

The  large  black  haired  boy  laughed 
and  threw  the  old  book  to  his  friend, 
shouting,  "Catch,  Steve!" 

Jenny  stopped  shouting  and  fell  to 
the  ground.  Hot  tears  fell  down  her 
cheeks. 

David  Bryant  watched  silently  off 
in  the  distance.  The  scene  some- 
how wasn't  so  funny  to  David. 

Jenny  continued  to  cry  and  reached 
out  to  the  boys. 

"Please!  Don't,  please!"  Jenny 
begged. 

David  watched  no  more.  He  ran 
up  to  the  larger  boy  and  roughly 
demanded,  "Give  her  Bible  to  her, 
Henry! ' ' 

"Yeah?  Whose  going  to  make 
us?"  Henry  smartly  answered  back. 

"I  am!"  David  shouted,  clenching 
his  fists. 

"No,  no  please!"  Jenny  cried. 
"Please  don't  fight  over  my  Bible." 

Henry  Allen  looked  at  the  small 
girl,  then  to  the  sandy  haired  boy 
who  stood  over  him,  "Give  her  the 
dumb  old  Bible,  Steve." 

Steve  tossed  the  book  to  the  girl 
and  it  fell  just  short  of  where  Jenny 
was  sitting  on  the  ground.  Henry 
and  Steve  laughed  again  and  ran  down 
the  street. 

David  walked  over,  picked  up  the 
Bible,  and  blew  some  of  the  dirt 
off. 

"I'm  sorry  about  your  Bible, 
Jenny,  it  looks  like  they  kinda  messed 
it  up,"  said  David. 

"It's  OK,  David,  people  shouldn't 
fight  over  the  Bible,"  Jenny  said 
quietly. 

"I  guess  not,"  David  said  feeling 
a  little  ashamed.  "Let  me  help  you 
up." 

Jenny  stood  up  slowly  and  brushed 


the  dirt  off  her  dress. 

"Thank  you  anyway  David,"  Jenny 
smiled  wiping  the  tears  away. 

"I  guess  vou  are  really  mad  at 
Henry  Allen  and  Steve  Cole  for  mess- 
ing  up   your   Bible,"    said  David. 

"I'm  trying  not  to  be  angry  at 
them,  David.  Jesus  said  that  we 
should  love  the  ones  that  try  to  hurt 
us. " 

"But  Jenny,  they  were  going  to 
destroy  your  Bible.  Doesn't  that 
mean  anything  to  you?" 

"Yes,  it    does,     but  they  didn't 

« A*   4?  *i?  tI?  4?   4?  4*  ff?  4? 

JESUS  AND  THE  CHILDREN 

Oh,  Jesus  loved  the  children 

When   on   our   earth  He  stayed! 

He  loved  to  have  them  near  Him, 
And  they  were  not  afraid. 

He  laid  His  hands  in  blessing 

Upon  each  youthful  head: 
"Of   such   is   heaven's  kingdom," 

He  gently,  kindly  said. 

And   still   He   loves   the  children, 
And  wants  them  all  to  grow 

Gentle,  brave,  and  faithful, 
Because  He  loves  them  so. 

And   still   He   helps   the  children, 
At  school,  at  work,  at  play; 

Although  they  cannot  see  Him, 
He's  with  them  everyday. 

-Selected. 

•A*  'A*  'A1  'X*  'A*  'A*  4b  'A'  •  J?  'A'  '1? 

know  what  they  were  doing." 

David  didn't  understand  Jenny  but 
she  was  sincere  in  her  belief. 

"Do  you  try  to  do  all  the  things 
that  the  Bible  says?"  asked  David. 

"My  Sunday  school  teacher  says  we 
should  and  I  do  try  awfully  hard  for 
Jesus'  sake." 

"Tell  me  about  Jesus,  Jenny.  All 
I  know  about  Him  is  that  He  was 
born  at  Christmastime  and  has  some- 
thing to  do  with  Easter.  I  never  really 
figured  out  what.  Tell  me  about  this 
Jesus   if   He   makes   you   want  to 


II 

forgive  your  enemies." 

"All  right  David.    I'll  try  to  ex 
plain  it  like  my  Sunday  school  teacher 
does. 

"Jesus  was  born  at  Christmas.  He 
came  into  this  world  to  take  awaj 
all  the  sins,  the  bad  things  we  do. 
and  He  took  them  on  His  shoulders 
Then  when  He  died,  all  of  our  sins 
went  with  Him,  so  we  can  be  pure 
and  clean  when  we  go  to  God.  Je- 
sus died,  but  on  Easter  morning  He 
rose  from  the  grave  so  nobody  woulc 
ever  have  to  die  in  sin,  but  they  car> 
be  saved  and  go  to  heaven.  Please 
come  to  Sunday  school  with  me  and  lei 
my  teacher  tell  you  about  Him,' 
pleaded  Jenny. 

"Maybe  I  will,  Jenny.  Is  that  all 
that  the  Bible  is  about?" 

"No  David,  the  Bible  is  about 
love:  God's  love  and  Jesus'  love 
for  you  and  me." 

David  smiled  and  began  to  walk 
away.  It  was  getting  late  but  Jenny' s 
words   kept   coming   back  to  him 

David  knew  the  boys  were  not  jus 
throwing  around  an  old  Bible,  they 
were  throwing  around  a  life.  David 
thought  of  Jenny  wanting  to  for- 
give the  mean  boys  and  then  he  thought! 
of  what  she  had  quietly  said.  Davidi 
knew  he  must  know  more  about  this: 
man  named  Jesus. 

"David,"  Jenny  called  after  him] 
He  stopped  and  turned  around. 

"David,  God  wants  you  to  have 
this   Bible,"    she   smiled   at  himi< 

"How   did  you  know,  Jenny? 
was  just  thinking  that." 

"I  didn't  ,  but  God  told  me  to  give 
it  to  you." 

"Is  that  in  the  Bible,  too?"  Davie 
laughed  carefully  holding  the  book 

"Yes,  "  Jenny  smiled,  "that's 
what  the  Bible  is  all  about.  It's 
all  about  God's  love.  That's  the 
Bible  story!" 
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HOUSE  WARNING  FOR  THE 
DAVID  C.  HANSLEY  FAMILY 


On  Saturday  night,  June  29,  the 
ttle  Creek  Woman's  Auxiliary' of 
ttle  Creek  Free  Will  Baptist 
lurch,  Route  1,  Ayden,  invited  the 
;v.  David  C.  Hansley  family  and 
ler  members  of  the  church  to  the 
urch  annex  for  a  covered-dish 
pper.  After  the  supper  was  en- 
yed  by  everyone,  the  Hansley 
mily  was  asked  to  come  forward 
they  were  the  program.  While 
ey  were  still  in  shock  at  being 
ked  to  present  the  program,  the 
ung  folks  went  to  a  Sunday  school 
>om  and  brought  out  gifts  for  them 
open.  Among  the  many  gifts 
ceived  were  two  country  hams. 
The  Little  Creek  church  presented 
r.  Hansley,  their  pastor,  and  his 
hiily  with  a  silver  tray.  Those 
esent  expressed  their  wishes  for 
]  eir  pastor  and  his  family  and  much 
ijoyment  in  their  new  home  at  Mount 
ive,  North  Carolina. 


MRS.  MYRTLE  JAMES 
RECEIVES 
LIFE  MEMBERSHIP 
AWARD 

On  Sunday,  June  16,  during  the 
'  orning  worship  service,  the  Rev. 
ivid  C.  Hansley,  pastor  of  the 
ttle  Creek  Free  Will  Baptist 
lurch,  Route  1,  Ayden,  reminded 
e  members  that  although  it  was 
ither's  Day,  it  was  also  a  day  to 
member  a  special  mother.  Mrs. 
ay  Stocks,  a  member  of  the  woman's 
lxiliary,  was  asked  to  come  forward 
id  make  the  presentation  of  a  Life 
ember  ship  Award  to  Mrs.  Myrtle 
times.  Then  Mrs.  Stocks  asked 
rs.  Carolyn  Wingate,  president  of 
e  auxiliary,  to  come  forward  and 
n  the  membership  award  on  Mrs. 
4mes. 

Mrs.  James  has  been  an  active 
lember  of  the  woman's  auxiliary  for 
le  past  twenty  years.  She  has  al- 
ays  been  more  than  willing  to  do 
3r  part  at  anytime,  and  it  was  a 
reat  privilege  and  with  honor  that 
le  auxiliary  made  this  presentation 
Mrs.  Myrtle  James. 


Thirty  Plus  One: 

"Long-Term"  Service 

(Continued  from  Page  3) 

in  a  county  capacity.  Her  parents 
are  justly  proud  of  her  and  her 
family,  as  she,  too,  is  justly  proud 
of  her  mother  and  father.  Ann  and 
her  family  live  in  Selma,  North 
Carolina. 

Of  course  the  two  grandchildren 
claim  much  of  the  Longs'  atten- 
tion: a  granddaughter,  Leigh  Tay- 
lor Allen;  and  a  grandson,  Jason 
Marcus  Allen.  In  speaking  of  them, 
Mr.  Long's  face  naturally  lights 
up  with  grandfatherly  pride. 

H.  Wade  Long  officially  retired 
from  the  Free  Will  Baptist  Press 
Foundation,  Inc.,  the  last  of  June, 
but  he  certainly  has  not  retired  from 
life.  He  continues  at  the  Press  on 
a  part-time  basis,  not  being  content 
to  do  nothing;  and  he  spends  his  spare 
time  with  his  family  and  in  two 
favorite  avocations:  fishing  and 
gardening.  His  fish  stories  are  true 
ones,  and  no  one  has  a  greener 
thumb. 

On  Friday  evening,  June  21,  Mr. 
Long  was  honored  by  the  Press  at  the 
Elm  Grove  Free  Will  Baptist  Church 
Recreational  Building,  Route  1, 
Ayden,  with  an  anniversary  dinner 
commemorating  his  thirty-one  years 
of  service.  Interestingly  enough,  it 
was  his  birthday  as  well,  and  this 
is  one  time  when  the  astute  Mr. 
Long  was  surprised. 

Wade  Long  is  to  be  congratulated 
for  his  dedication  and  efficient  ser- 
vice to  a  worthwhile  enterprise.  In 
a  world  and  at  a  point  in  time 
when  few  people  take  things 
seriously,  it  is  rewarding  to  know  that 
persons  like  Wade  Long  still  exist. 
A  man  of  caliber,  courage,  and  deter- 
mination, he  has  made  his  impact  and 
will  be  an  inspiration  for  years  to 
come.  The  Press  is  proud  to  have 
had  him  in  its  employ  for  these  many 
years;  and  this  editor  admires  and 
holds  Wade  Long  in  high  esteem. 

Hats  off  to  one  who  has  run  the 
course   well  and  who  already  has 


claimed  part  of  the  prize!  It  is 
good  to  be  able  to  offer  this  tribute 
while  Mr.  Long  is  among  the  living 
and  can  know  how  much  he  is  ap- 
preciated. We  extend  our  sincerest 
congratulations  for  such  notable  ser- 
vice and  commend  him  for  his  un- 
tiring efforts  toward  the  advance- 
ment of  the  gospel.  Honors  be  to 
H.  Wade  Long! 

Questions  &  Answers 

(Continued  from  Page  5) 
die,  even  so  in  Christ  shall  all 
be  made  alive.  But  every  man  in 
his  own  order:  Christ  the  first- 
fruits;  afterward  they  that  are 
Christ's  at  his  coming"  (1  Co- 
rinthians 15:3,  4,  20-23). 

The  reason  why  Jesus  could  not  be 
"holden"  of  death  was  simple-He  was 
God  manifested  in  the  flesh.  He  said: 
"Therefore  doth  my  Father  love  me, 
because  I  lay  down  my  life,  that  I 
might  take  it  again.    No  man  taketh 
it  from  me,  but  I  lay  it  down  of 
myself.    I  have  power  to  lay  it  down, 
and  I  have  power  to  take  it  again. 
This  commandment  have  I  received 
of   my   Father"    (John  10:17,  18). 
That  was  His  purpose  in  coming  to 
the  world.      "Thinkest  thou  that  I 
cannot  now  pray  to  my  Father,  and  he 
shall  presently  give  me  more  than 
twelve  legions  of  angels?  But  how  then 
shall  the  scriptures  be  fulfilled,  that 
thus  it  must  be?  .  .  .  But  all  this 
was  done,  that  the  scriptures  of  the 
prophets  might  be  fulfilled.  Then  all 
the  disciples  forsook  him,  and  fled" 
(Matthew  26:53,  54,56);  "Even  as  the 
Son  of  man  came  not  to  be  minis- 
tered unto,  but  to  minister,  and  to 
give  his  life  a  ransom  for  many" 
(Matthew  20:28);  "And  without  con- 
troversy    great    is    the  mystery 
of  godliness;  God  was  manifest  in 
the   flesh,    justified   in  the  Spirit, 
seen  of  angels,  preached  unto  the 
Gentiles,  believed  on  in  the  world, 
received  up  into  glory"  (1  Timothy 
3:16);     "This  is  a  faithful  saying, 
and  worthy  of  all  acceptation,  that 
Christ  Jesus  came  into  the  world 
to  save  sinners;  of  whom  I  am  chief" 
(1  Timothy  1:15). 


CRAGAAONT  NEWS 

(Continued  from  Page  7) 
true,  you  will  be  able  to  take  some 
of  them  in  1975  at  least.  After  that, 
well,  we're  liable  to  all  be  together 
at  the  "wailing  wall"! 

The  only  thing  I  know  of  that  could 
stop  our  Free  Will  Baptist  youth 
movement  would  be  the  second  com- 
ing of  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ;  and, 
He  just  might  say,  "Keep  right  on 
going  through  the  Millennial!" 
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Brother  Vernon  Honored 


The  Rev.  and  Mrs.  C.  B.  Hans- 

ley,  the  Rev.  Mr.  Vernon,  the  Rev. 

Over  125  people  gathered  at  Mount 
Olive  College  Saturday,  June  15, 
to  pay  tribute  to  the  Rev.  Lloyd 
Vernon,  of  Richlands,  the  first  presi- 
dent of  the  College,  for  distinguished 

Mr.  Vernon  told  those  in  atten- 
dance, "I  accept  these  comments  but 
I  rather  you  look  behind  the  scenes 
and  see  the  greatest  Architect  of  the 
universe."  He  put  his  hand  on  those 
who  had  a  part  in  this  venture 
(Mount  Olive  College). 

A  native  of  Mount  Olive,  Mr. 
Vernon  served  as  the  first  presi- 
dent of  the  College  during  1952-1953 
when  the  institution  was  known 
as  Mount  Allen  College  and  was 
located  at  Black  Mountain.  He  was 
instrumental  in  the  relocation  of  the 
College  in  the  town  of  Mount  Olive 
and  is  currently  a  member  of  its 


L.  L.  Parker,  and  the  Rev.  David 
W.  Hansley. 

Board  of  Trustees. 

In  commenting  on  the  recently 
established  Ministerial  Student -Aid 
Fund  in  his  name  and  in  memory 
of  his  wife,  Mr.  Vernon  said,  "I 
hope  it  will  be  the  means  of  in- 
spiring someone  or  ones  all  along 
life's  way  to  get  the  proper  training 
before  they  step  in  a  pulpit.  A 
call  to  preach  is  a  call  to  prepare." 

Dr.  W.  Burkette  Raper,  the  presi- 
dent of  the  College,  said  that  ".  .  . 
the  purpose  of  the  Vernon  Fund  is  to 
provide  financial  assistance  for 
worthy  and  needy  Free  Will  Baptist 
ministerial  students  as  they  seek  to 
fulfill  their  quest  for  knowledge  while 
performing  a  Christian  witness  for 
mankind.  The  fund  will  allow  a 
young  man  whose  heart  God  has 
touched  to  prepare  to  walk  in  the  steps 


of  this  wonderful  couple  who  serve 
the  Lord  so  unselfishly." 

Friends  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Verne 
have  contributed  $3,  270.16  in  estab 
lishing  the  Rev.  and  Mrs.  LIoji 
Vernon  Ministerial  Student -Ai 
Fund.  The  following  individual 
and  churches  have  made  contribu 
tions:  Mrs.  and  Mrs.  Ernest  \ 
Allen,  Mrs.  A.  W.  Massengill,  Mrs 
Jewel  E.  Temple,  and  Mr.  and  Mrs 
Owen  Thomas,  Four  Oaks;  the  Rev 
and  Mrs.  N.  B.  Barrow,  Snow  Hil 
Sam  D.  Bundy,  Farmville;  the  Re^ 
C.  M.  Coats  and  the  Rev.  and  Mrs 
L.  B.  Woodall  Jr.,  Smithfield;  Mi 
and  Mrs.  James  B.  Hunt,  Lucanu 
Mrs.  Joyce  Johnson  and  Thoma 
E.  Strickland,  Goldsboro;  the  Rev 
and  Mrs.  Emmitt  Jones,  Dr.  am 
Mrs.  Hervy  Kornegay,  Miss  Jea 
E.  Fillingame,  the  Rev.  and  Mr? 
Frank  Harrison,  Dr.  and  Mrs.  Wi 
Burkette  Raper,  Dr.  and  Mrs.  Jami 
Shami,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  H.  Ellswort 
Sutton,  Dr.  I.  R.  Swords,  and  Mr 
and  Mrs.  John  N.  Walker,  Mour 
Olive;  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Arthur  Ken 
nedy  and  the  Rev.  and  Mrs.  S.  I 
Smith,  Beulaville;  Mr.  and  Mrs 
J.  K.  Bryan  Jr.,  Hampton,  Virgin 
ia;  M.  E.  Howard,  Richmond,  Vir 
ginia;  Mr.  and  Mrs.  J.  D.  Murra 
Sr. ,  Newport  News,  Virginia;  Dougla 
Paul,  Belhaven. 

Mrs.  Ethel  K.  Kornegay,  M 
bertson;  the  Rev.  and  Mrs.  Jamei 
Lupton,  Pikeville;  Miss  Verdii 
Davenport,  Deep  Run;  Mrs.  DoL 
Dudley,  Garner;  Mr.  and  Mrs 
Moses  Farmer,  Raleigh;  Williar 
McLawhorn,  Ayden;  Mr.  and  Mrs 
Claude  Moore,  Turkey;  Mr.  and  Mrs 
E.  C.  Morris,  Walstonburg;  Mr.  an( 
Mrs.  R.  A.  Morris  and  Mrs.  Dianni 
Riley,  New  Bern;  J.  W.  Smith 
Greensboro;  Mrs.  and  Mrs.  R.  Y 
Stephenson,  Clayton;  Mr.  and  Mrs; 
Fountain  Taylor  Jr.  and  the  Lloy? 
Vernon  Family,  Richlands;  O.  B! 
Jones,  Sneads  Ferry;  Mr.  and  Mrs- 
Robert  T.  Bryan,  Bixby,  Oklahomaj 
Miss   Bonnie   Farmer,  Middlesex: 

Bethel  church,  Four  Oaks;  Bethle 
hem  and  Lanier's  Chapel,  Chin 
quapin;  Beulaville  and  Mount  Ziori 
Beulaville;  Cabin,  Pink  Hill;  Cor 
Creek,  Cove  City;  Folkstone,  Holl; 
Ridge;  Grant's  Chapel,  Mount  Olive 
Pearsall's  Chapel  and  Sarecta 
Kenans vi lie;  Rock  of  Zion,  Grants 
boro;  Sneads  Ferry  at  Sneads  Ferry 
Walnut  Creek  and  White  Oak,  La 
Grange;  and  First  church  of  Wil 
mington,  Wilmington. 

Anyone  interested  in  contributing 
to  the  Vernon  Fund  may  do  so  b; 
contacting  Dr.  W.  Burkette  Raper 
President;  Mount  Olive  College: 
Mount  Olive,  North  Carolina  28365 
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Mount  Olive  College  Chapel 
Nears  Completion 


Dedication  of  Rodgers  Chapel  at 
[ount  Olive  College  has  been  set 
ir  Saturday,  August  3,  at  7:30  p.  m. 
lown  in  the  foreground  are,  left  to 
ight:  Dr.  W.  BurketteRaper,  presi- 

nt  of  Mount  Olive  College;  Mrs. 
iarah  C.  Rodgers  of  Wilson  and 
kantonsburg,   major  benefactor  of 


the  chapel  project;  and  Frank  Harri- 
son, College  chaplain. 

The  chapel  will  be  the  sixth  build- 
ing on  the  new  110 -acre  campus  of 
Mount  Olive  College.  Funds  for  the 
project  have  come  from  Mrs.  Rod- 
gers, the  Free  Will  Baptists  of 
North  Carolina,  and  special  friends 
of  the  College. 


MINISTER'S  GROWTH  GROUP 
July  22-24,  1974 

A  minister's  growth  group  will 
held  at  Mount  Olive  College  July 
2-24,  1974.  The  purpose  of  the 
roup  is  to  examine  one's  inter - 
ersonal  and  intrapersonal  relation  - 
hips  as  they  relate  to  spiritual 
nd  emotional  growth,  employing 
ome  basic  sensitivity  exercises, 
nder  the  direction  of  the  Rev.  Frank 
Harrison,  College  chaplain. 


The  program  will  begin  at  10 
a.  m.,  Monday,  July  22,  and  will 
end  at  3  p.  m.,  Wednesday,  July  24. 
The  program  will  incorporate  dis- 
cussion groups,  prayer  groups,  and 
meditation  groups.  Cost  will  be  a 
$3  registration  fee. 

One  of  three  books  is  being  re- 
commended for  reading  in  pre- 
paration for  the  group  and  may 
be  obtained  from  the  Free  Will 
Baptist  Press  in  Ayden. 


Mental  Health  Through  Christian 
Community  by  Howard  J.  Clinebell 
Jr.      (Abridged   Press),  hardback. 

The  Transparent  Self  by  Sidney 
M.  Jourard  (Van  Nostrand  Reinhold 
Company),  paperback. 

Your  Inner  Child  of  the  Past  by 
Hugh  Missildine,  M.  D.  (Simon  and 
Schauter),  hardback. 

For  application  and  information 
contact  the  Rev.  Frank  R.  Harri- 
son, Mount  Olive  College,  Mount 
Olive,  North  Carolina  28365;  phone 
658-2502  (office),  or  658-9363 
(home). 


MOUNT  OLIVE  COLLEGE 

CHURCH-COLLEGE 
ADVANCEMENT  COUNCIL 

On  Saturday,  June  22,  representa- 
tives from  twenty- seven  churches 
met  at  Mount  Olive  College  to  or- 
ganize a  Church-College  Advance- 
ment Council  and  to  receive  a  re- 
port on  activities  at  the  College. 

Dr.  W.  Burkette  Raper,  presi- 
dent of  the  College,  explained  the 
purposes  of  the  council.  The  group 
unanimously  adopted  a  statement  out- 
lining the  purpose,  membership,  and 
duties  of  the  council.  The  statement 
sets  forth  the  following  purposes 
and  requirements  for  membership: 
"The  general  purpose  of  the 
council  will  be  to  facilitate  com- 
munication and  services  between  the 
church  and  the  College.  Members  of 
the  council  will  advise  the  College 
on  the  educational  needs  and  ex- 
pectations of  the  church,  and  in  return 
they  will  interpret  to  the  church 
the  services  and  needs  of  the  College. 

"Each  Free  Will  Baptist  church  in 
North  Carolina,  and  each  church  out 
of  the  state  which  supports  Mount 
Olive  College,  is  invited  to  designate 
a  lay  member  to  the  council.  It  is 
recommended  that  the  term  of  office 
be  for  three  years  with  the  privilege 
of  additional  terms  at  the  will  of  the 
church." 

Harold  Herring,  director  of 
development  at  the  College,  related 
the  goals  and  plans  of  the  College's 
"Twenty-Fifth  Anniversary  Pro- 
gram." He  stated  that  plant  develop- 
ment goals  by  1976  are  to  have  a 
College  Union  Building  and  a  Physical 
Education  Building  at  least  under 
construction. 

Mr.  Frank  Harrison,  College  chap- 
lain ,  reported  on  denominational  ser  - 
vices  and  asked  those  present  to  sug- 
gest ways  in  which  the  College  can 
serve  the  church. 

The  need  for  cooperation  among  the 
churches  in  recruiting  students  for 
Mount  Olive  College  was  stressed  by 
Russell  W.  Duncan,  the  director  of 

(Continued  on  Page  16) 
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Mount  Olive  News 

(Continued  from  Page  15) 
admissions.     The  group  suggested 
ways  to  improve  the  recruitment  of 
Free  Will  Baptist  students  for  Mount 
Olive  College. 

Dr.  Raper  reported  that  the  chapel 
should  be  completed  in  July  and  hope- 
fully dedicated  in  early  August.  He 
asked  those  present  to  select  a  time 
for  the  dedication.  After  discussing 
the  matter  the  council  suggested  that 
the  dedication  be  held  on  the  first 
Saturday  night  in  August  after  the 
building  has  been  completed. 

The  council  went  to  Eagles  Nest 
for  lunch.  David  Charles  Hansley, 
the  program  director  of  summer 
camp,  explained  the  camping  pro- 
gram and  urged  the  council  to  en- 
courage their  students  to  attend  one  of 
the  summer  camp  sessions. 

The  next  meeting  of  the  council 
has  been  planned  for  late  August. 


Sunday  School  Lesson 

(Continued  from  Page  10) 
developing  our  characters  and  per- 
sonalities. 

Spiritually,  also,  it  is  good  to  look 
back,  not  to  punish  ourselves  for  our 
past  acts,  but  to  live  more  victori- 
ously in  the  present. -The  Inter- 
mediate Quarterly  (F.  W.  B.). 

C.  The  risen  Christ  is  united 
with  our  lives  if  we  are  true  be- 
lievers. We  receive  His  resurrection 
power  from  the  Spirit  of  God  and  allow 
it  to  be  released  through  our  lives. 
A  missionary  who  was  known  for  his 
spiritual  power  was  asked  for  the 
secret  of  his  life.  He  replied,  "If 
there  is  any  secret,  it  is  in  these 
two  things:  I  have  kept  my  prayer 
life  intact,  and  I've  always  had  tasks 
that  I  couldn't  do.  These  tasks  were 
too  big  for  my  inadequacies;  so  I  have 
offered  my  inadequacies  to  Him  in 
surrender,  and  by  receptivity  I  have 
taken  His  adequacy  . "  If  you  are  dis- 
satisfied with  the  power  in  your  life, 
be  less  of  a  generator  and  more  of 
a  conductor. 

The  Greek  here  pictures  a  runner 
who  is  lunging  toward  the  tape.  He 
has  no  thought  of  past  achievements 
but  sees  only  the  goal  ahead.  He 
surges  toward  the  mark  with  head 
forward,  arms  clawing  the  air,  body 
thrust  forward  to  meet  the  finish 
line. 


"THE  BIBLE  IS  ALIVE!" 

How  many  times  have  you  ever 
gotten  the  same  mental  pictures 
you've  had  hundreds  of  times  before 
while  reading  the  same  Scripture? 

Over  the  years-through  Sunday 
school,  Bible  school,  church,  and 
personal  study-we've  built  up  these 
story  images.  We've  categorized 
the  people  in  the  Bible  to  fit  cer- 
tain patterns.  When  we  read  about 
them,  we  get  the  mental  flash,  and 
there  isn't  any  variance  from  the  time 
before.  The  pictures  are  usually 
one  dimension,  still,  and  in  gold 
frames.  Sometimes  we  may  even 
give  them  a  third  dimension,  but  they 
are  all  clay  figures  like  the  nativity 
scenes  at  Christmas.  Even  if  we 
let  them  move,  they  are  cold,  foreign, 
and  remote.  It  seems  each  time  we 
read  we  are  firing  our  mental  kiln 
to  solidify  their  image  a  little  harder. 

These  people  were  not  figments  of 
an  active  imagination.  They  were 
real  live  flesh  and  blood  people  with 
very  real  hopes,  fears,  joys,  heart- 
aches, and  doubts.  They  actually 
walked  on  two  legs.  They  had  bad 
days  and  good  days,  valleys  and 
mountains.  They  had  headaches, 
backaches,  and  runny  noses.  They 
loved  and  laughed,  cried  and  dream- 
ed, gave  birth  and  died. 

Mary  wasn't  born  with  a  halo.  If 
this  year,  1974,  were  the  year  2  B.  C, 
she  and  her  mother  would  probably 
be  arguing  about  how  short  Mary 
should  wear  her  dresses. 

There  was  a  generation  gap  be- 
tween Jesus  and  His  parents.  When 
He  was  twelve,  because  of  His  neglect 
in  living  up  to  their  expectations, 


In  the  Christian  life  there  is  no 
time  for  us  to  rest  on  our  laurels. 
We  thank  God  for  every  triumph 
given  in  the  past,  but  we  press  for- 
ward to  meet  the  challenge  of  the 
new  day-to  seize  the  opportunities 
for  service  that  Christ  gives  us  at 
this  moment  in  history.  There 
is  a  goal  ahead,  and  we,  like  Paul, 
should  press  toward  it  each  day. 
-David  McCarthy. 


they  had  to  spend  anxious  days 
searching  for  Him. 

You  see,  the  halos  and  gold  frames 
were  given  them  by  artists.  Not 
that  Jesus  was  not  the  perfect  man, 
but  the  people  in  those  days  did  not 
know  that. 

The  Bible  gives  a  lot  of  facts, 
but  we  have  to  draw  on  our  emotions 
to  see  the  feeling.  How  did  Jonah 
feel  when  he  knew  within  a  flash 
he  would  be  entered  into  the  bowels 
of  that  fish?  Whatever  his  feelings, 
there  was  not  one  solitary  thing  he 
could  do  about  it.  How  did  Noah 
feel  as  he  was  driving  pegs  into  his 
floating  masterpiece  while  everyone 
laughed  and  jeered? 

Do  you  think  all  the  time  Paul  was 
in  prison  he  sang  and  preached? 
That  there  was  never  a  time  he  doubt- 
ed, and  never  a  time  he  rebelled  and 
felt  he  would  burst  if  he  didn't 
get  out  of  those  bonds?  Come  on 
now,  you  can  do  better  than  that! 

For  the  next  few  weeks  we  want  to 
smash  the  halos,  gold  frames,  and 
ceramic      coverings.  Somewhere 
underneath  there  is  life.  We  want  to  j 
find  it.  The  Bible  is  alive! 


AN  OPEN  LETTER 

To   any  Free  Will  Baptist  church 
need  of  a  pastor: 

I  wish  to  recommend  to  any  Free 
Will  Baptist  church  in  need  of  a 
pastor  the  Rev.  Paul  Montgomery. 
I  have  known  Brother  Paul  for  several 
years  and  have  never  known  a  finer 
Christian.  He  is  now  attending  the 
Southeastern  Theological  Seminary 
in  Wake  Forest.  He  has  been  an 
active  pastor  and  preacher  of  the 
General  Baptist  Denomination,  but 
desires  to  become  a  part  of  the  Free 
Will  Baptist  movement. 

Mr.  Montgomery  is  only  four  feet 
three  inches  tall,  but  this  does  not 
prevent  him  from  being  effective 
in  God's  work.  Please  consider 
him  as  you  seek  a  pastor,  interim, 
or  someone  for  supply  work.  He 
may  be  reached  by  writing  206  North 
College  Street,  Wake  Forest,  North 
Carolina  27587;  telephone  (919)  556- 
3243. 

Sincerely  yours, 
Charles  W.  Crisp 
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"60  THROUGH" 

by  Ralph  A.  Bowen 
Assistant  Editor 

Heraldry  is  a  study  of  designs  used  to  distinguish  individual  families  and 
to  authenticate  official  documents.  This  word  also  refers  to  the  art  of  re- 
producing these  designs  in  picture  form  known  as  a  Coat  of  Arms. 

This  systematic  study  of  heraldic  symbols  to  distinuish  families  began 
during  the  Crusades  in  the  1200's. 

A  complete  Coat  of  Arms  consists  of  a  shield,  crest,  and  motto.  The 
shield  is  the  basic  element  on  which  a  helmet,  or  supporters,  or  both  may 
be  added.  The  crest,  or  wreath,  represents  a  device  used  to  cover  the 
point  where  it  is  attached  to  the  knight's  helmet.  The  motto  (which  we  wish 
to  expound  on  in  this  editorial)  may  be  a  word,  phrase,  or  sentence  that 
expresses  an  attitude  or  a  principle. 

Besides  a  family  Coat  of  Arms  there  are  also  national  and  business 
firms  Coats  of  Arms.  The  United  States'Coat  of  Arms  is  the  Great  Seal 
with  the  motto:   "In  God  We  Trust." 

The  custom  of  bearing  symbols  on  shields,  helmets,  and  standards 
existed  in  ancient  times.  The  Old  Testament  refers  to  the  separate  sym- 
bols of  each  of  the  twelve  tribes  of  Israel;  for  example,  the  lion  for  the 
tribe  of  Judah  and  the  wolf  for  the  tribe  of  Benjamin. 

The  families  of  England  and  Scotland  have  a  Coat  of  Arms  on  which 
there  are  many  different  figures  and  symbols  which  have  a  particular 
meaning.  On  one  such  Coat  of  Arms  there  appears  the  motto:  "Go 
Through."  This  is  a  good  motto  that  every  person  should  adopt. 

It  is  a  good  motto  in  sports.  The  athlete  must  go  through  football 
practice,  working  together  with  the  team,  to  reach  the  goal  line  and 
score.  It  is  also  true  with  basketball,  baseball,  and  other  sports.  It  is 
necessary  to  go  through  practice,  training,  and  teamwork  in  order  to  play 
the  game  and  score  the  points. 

It  is  a  good  motto  in  school.  The  student  must  go  through  the  first 
grade  to  reach  high  school.  He  must  go  through  high  school  to  reach 
college.  He  must  go  through  arithmetic  to  reach  trigonometry.  Yes,  it 
is  a  good  motto  in  school. 

It  is  a  good  motto  in  business.  The  young  person  must  go  through 
the  jobs  of  less  importance  to  jobs  of  greater  service.  He  must  go  through 
valleys  of  economic  stress  to  reach  the  mountaintop  of  plenty.  He  must 
go  through  honesty,  integrity,  truthfulness,  sincerity,  and  truthworthiness 
to  reach  the  place  of  responsibility. 

It  is  also  a  good  motto  in  religion.  Christ  went  through  life  preaching, 
teaching,  and  healing.  He  went  through  death  on  the  Cross  and  the  resur- 
rection to  make  a  way  for  you  for  eternity.  You  must  go  through  life  with 
Him  living  in  your  heart,  to  live  with  Him  for  eternity.  Jesus  said, 
".  .  .1  am  the  way,  the  truth,  and  the  life:  no  man  cometh  unto  the  Father, 
but  by  me"  (John  14:6). 

To  become  a  Christian  we  must  be  born  again,  become  a  babe  in  Christ, 
and  go  through  this  life  living  a  Christlike  life  to  reach  the  goal  (a  home  in 
heaven)  which  God  has  prepared  for  His  children. 


The  Free  Will  Baptist 

JULY  24,  1974 


Volume  89 


Number  29  t 


"Go  Through"  is  surely  a  good  motto, 
of  life  and  every  person  should  use  it. 


It  is  a  good  motto  in  every  area 
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A  Close  Look  At 
Romans  12:1,2 


n 

I  I  PEN  your  Bible  to  the  first  two 
U  verses  of  Romans,  Chapter  12, 
and  let's  consider  what  God  is  say- 
ing: "I  beseech  you  therefore, 
brethren,  by  the  mercies  of  God, 
that  ye  present  your  bodies  a  liv- 
ing sacrifice,  holy,  acceptable  unto 
God,  which  is  your  reasonable  ser- 
vice. And  be  not  conformed  to  this 
world:  but  be  ye  transformed  by  the 
renewing  of  your  mind,  that  ye  may 
prove  what  is  that  good,  and 
acceptable,  and  perfect,  will  of  God. " 

First,  we  want  to  consider  the 
context  in  which  we  find  these  two 
verses;  and  second,  we  want  to  see 
what  the  verses  say.  Last,  we  want 
to  make  some  comments  about  what 
we   do   not    find   in   this  passage. 

Paul,  the  inspired  writer  of  the 
Book  of  Romans,  had  not  yet  visited 
the  local  congregation  of  Christians 
at  Rome  when  he  wrote  this  letter 
(see  Romans  1:10-13).  So  his  mes- 
sage to  them  is  a  summary  of  the 
key  truths  of  the  gospel. 

In  the  first  chapter,  Paul  shows 
that  all  Gentiles  are  lost  and 
separated  from  God.  In  the  second 
chapter,  he  shows  that  Jews  are 
also  lost  and  separated.  Then,  in 
chapter  three,  Paul  puts  everyone 
in  the  same  boat  and  concludes  in 
the  oft -quoted  verse  that  ".  .  .  all 
have  sinned,  and  come  short  of  the 
glory  of  God"  (Romans  3:23). 

After  convincing  his  readers  that 
everyone  is  a  sinner,  Paul  spends 
two  chapters  talking  about  the 
remedy  God  has  provided  for  this 
sin-faith  in  Jesus  Christ  (see  Romans 
4:24,  25;  5:1,  8,  10).  Then,  with 
chapter  six,  his  discussion  begins 
to  center  around  the  Christian,  the 
sinner  who  has  been  saved  by  faith 
in  Christ. 

So,  as  we  learn  from  the  first 
two  verses  of  Chapter  12,  let  us 
keep  in  mind  that  God  is  speaking 
through  Paul  to  Christians-those  who 
have  been  saved  by  faith  in  Jesus 
Christ.  This  is  made  even  clearer 
by  the  fifth  word  of  Verse  1,  as  Paul 
refers  to  his  listeners  as  "brethren" 
or  brothers  in  Christ. 


by  Calvin  R.  Mercer  Jr. 

Paul  begins  by  saying  "I  beseech 
you  therefore,  brethren."  So  what- 
ever Paul  is  going  to  say  to  Chris- 
tians, he  is  beseeching  or  urging 
them  to  do  it.  In  other  words,  it 
will  be  something  that  is  voluntary. 
We  do  not  become  robots  when  we 
accept  Christ  as  our  Saviour,  but 
rather,  as  God's  children,  we  must 
continue  to  submit  ourselves  to  God. 
This  is  something  we  as  Christians 
can  choose  to  do  or  not  do,  but 
Paul  here  urges  or  pleads  with 
Christians  to  do  what  he  is  about  to 
say. 

Skipping  for  the  moment  the  phrase 
"by  the  mercies  of  God,"  we  move 
on  to  read  what  Paul  is  beseeching 
Christians  to  do.  "Present  your 
bodies  a  living  sacrifice."  This 
language  is  of  the  Old  Testament. 
Before  Christ  came,  God's  people 
brought  dead  animals  and  laid  them  on 
the  altar  as  a  sacrifice  to  God. 
But  here,  although  Christ  has  now 
offered  the  supreme  and  final  sacri- 
fice for  the  believer's  sin,Godurges 
us  Christians  to  present  our  very 
bodies  on  the  altar  of  sacrifice.  Ob- 
viously, God  cannot  use  a  dead  body, 
and  the  passage  points  out  that  He 
wants  us  alive  so  we  can  move  and 
work  for  Him. 

God  also  wants  a  holy  body.  This 
is  really  the  only  kind  of  body 
He  can  accept.  We  are  made  holy 
through  Christ,  but  as  Christians 
we  must  continue  to  live  holy  by 
confessing  our  sin  as  the  Holy  Spirit 
points  it  out  to  us  through  God's 
Word  (see  1  John  1:8,  9). 

Why  should  we  as  Christians  lay 
our  body  on  the  altar,  alive  and 
holy,  to  be  used  by  God?  Paul  lists 
three  reasons. 

First,  he  beseeches  us  to  do  this 
"by  the  mercies  of  God."  Paul  de- 
voted the  first  five  chapters  of 
Romans  to  describing  how  God  saved 
us,  who  are  sinners,  not  by  our  works, 
but  through  our  faith  in  Jesus  Christ. 
Now  he  uses  this  very  argument 
to  say  that  it  is  the  mercies  of  God 
which  should  now  motivate  us  to  good 
works. 


Let  us  think  of  how  God  has  saved 
us  from  hell,  gave  us  the  Holy 
Spirit ,  blessed  us  with  every  spiritual 
blessing,  and  is  preparing  an  eternal 
home  for  us.  As  we  realize  He 
has  done  this  by  His  mercy  for 
us  who  are  undeserving,  surely  it 
should  cause  us  to  want  to  give  our 
whole  life  to  God. 

Second,  Paul  says  that  if  we  do 
this,  it  is  "acceptable  to  God." 
This  will  please  Him,  and  if  there's 
one  thing  Christians  should  want  to 
do,  it ' s  to  please  our  Father  who  loves 
us  so  much. 

But  third,  Paul  says  that  this  "is 
your  reasonable  service."  I  think 
many  of  us,  whether  we  admit  it 
or  not,  have  in  the  back  of  our 
minds  the  idea  that  it  is  good  for 
any  person  to  go  all  out  for  the 
Lord-it  is  good  that  God  calls  cer- 
tain ones  to  such  unselfish  allegiance 
to  Him.  But  Paul  points  out  here 
that  the  kind  of  service  he  is  describ- 
ing is  the  normal  Christian  life. 
This  is  God's  will  for  every  Chris- 
tian. As  Christians,  it  is  only 
"reasonable"  that  we  commit  our- 
selves to  God  in  this  way. 

The  second  verse  goes  on  to 
describe  further  the  act  of  presenting 
our  bodies.  Paul  points  out  that  we 
are  not  to  be  "conformed  to  this 
world.  "  From  other  passages  of 
Scripture,  it  is  evident  that  Paul 
is  not  urging  us  to  be  pious  or  to 
have  a  "better  than  thou  attitude." 
He  simply  is  telling  us  we  should 
not  allow  the  world  to  mold  and 
shape  us.  The  world  is  greedy, 
short-tempered,  hateful,  and  set  on 
material  things.  As  lambs  in  the 
midst  of  wolves,  it  is  easy  for 
these  things  to  make  inroads  on  our 
behavior.  But  the  world's  ways  are 
not  to  be  our  ways.  We  are  not  to 
live  for  money,  treat  others  as  they 
treat  us,  or  worry  and  fret. 

Rather,  we  are  to  be  transformed. 
How?  "By  the  renewing  of  your 
mind."  Here  Paul  does  not  speci- 
fically tell  us  how  to  do  this,  but 
other  passages  point  out  that  we 
(Continued  on  Page  14) 
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SUNDAY,  JULY  28 

Scripture  Reading-John  1:12 
"Like  Christ" 

I  find  that  the  greatest  hindrance 
to  the  gospel  and  the  greatest 
hindrance  to  many  precious  truths 
taking  effect  in  the  hearts  and  con- 
sciences of  unbelievers  is  the  un- 
christlike  lives  of  those  who  profess 
the  truth.  Oh,  give  me  a  hundred 
people  that  are  making  it  the  business 
of  their  lives  to  be  "like  Christ"- 
reading  His  Word  and  crying  to  God 
to  show  them  the  right  way-and  I  will 
show  you  a  place  where  there  will 
be  permanent  blessing. -J.  R.  Cald- 
well. 

Prayer  Thought 

Hypocrites  are  a  most  unloved 
group  of  humanity.  We  who  profess 
God  must  also  live  God  daily.  Our 
lives  are  closely  followed  and  do 
make  a  difference  to  those  around  us. 

MONDAY,  JULY  29 

Scripture  Reading-Joshua  24:15 

Flowing  Together 

A  man,  through  whose  land  ran  a 
mountain  stream,  went  into  the  busi- 
ness of  raising  ducks.  He  made 
stout  pens,  and  into  each  pen  he 
put  a  distinct  breed  of  ducks.  All 
was  well  until  a  flood  came.  Then  the 
waters  rose  over  the  pens  and  the 
ducks  were  seen  swimming  together. 

Today  we  are  fenced  off  in  our 
denominational  coops,  but  as  we  pray 
for  the  downpours  and  floods  of  the 
Spirit,  we  will  be  lifted  above  the 
barriers  of  creed  and  dogma  andex- 
perience-and  Christ's  prayer  will  be 
answered-we  will  be  one  as  He  and  the 
Father  are  One  -Sword  of  the  Lord. 

Prayer  Thought 

None  of  us  were  allowed  to  request 
our  particular  race  or  creed.  Since 
this  is  so,  how  can  we  resent  other 
people?  God  loves  us  all  and  we  are 
to  try  to  emulate  Him. 

TUESDAY,  JULY  30 

Scripture  Reading-Proverbs  23:17 


Defeated  by  Snowflakes 

Napoleon  proposed  to  invade  Rus- 
sia and  brings  its  Czar  under  his 
sway.  It  is  said  that  someone 
ventured  to  say  of  his  purpose,  "Man 
proposes,  but  God  disposes."  On 
hearing  the  remark,  Napoleon  is  said 
to  have  replied,  "I  propose,  and  I  dis- 
pose." But  that  was  to  leave  God 
out  of  the  reckoning,  and  it  proved 
fatal.  For  God  dealt  with  Napoleon 
through  one  of  the  tiniest,  most 
fragile  creations,  the  snowflake.  By 
the  snows  of  Russia  God  defeated 
the  presumptuous  Napoleon.  "Russia 
shall  be  mine,"  his  proud  heart 
had  said-whereas  the  Lord  was  there. 
And  because  of  God,  the  Corsican's 
proudly  conceived  invasion  came  to 
disaster  and  defeat.  Emperors, 
kings,  dictators,  generals,  and 
statesmen  who  leave  God  out  of 
their  reckoning  are  fools. -Selected. 

Prayer  Thought 

God  works  in  miraculous  ways  His 
wonders  to  perform.  All  through 
history  we  have  seen  the  truth  in 
this  statement. 

WEDNESDAY,  JULY  31 

Scripture  Reading-1  John  1:3 
Toilers  with  God 

God  can  grow  trees,  and  lift  moun- 
tains, and  fill  space  with  singing 
stars,  and  people  the  earth  with 
bright -eyed  babies,  and  stretch  the 
seas  from  continent  to  continent, 
and  weigh  the  nations  as  dust  in  the 
balance,  and  fill  the  earth  with  His 
glory;  but  He  has  so  arranged  things 
that  He  needs  our  help  in  the  salva- 
tion of  a  lost  world,  in  comforting 
a  broken  heart,  in  making  the  desert 
place  blossom  as  the  rose  for  those 
out  of  whose  lives  the  light  has  gone 
and  into  whose  lives  the  night  has 
come.  Let  us  help  God  with  His 
work. -Selected. 

Prayer  Thought 
Oftentimes  we  hold  our  employers 
at  our  daily  work  in  high  esteem. 
We  acknowledge  their  wisdom  and 
trust  their  judgment.  Our  heavenly 
Employer  is  even  more  powerful 
and  intelligent.  Afford  Him  the  ad- 
miration   to  which  He  is  entitled. 

THURSDAY,  AUGUST  1 

Scripture  Reading-Leviticus  26:12 
Making  a  Garden 
"Man   plows  and  plants,   and  digs 
and  weeds, 
He   works   with   hoe  and  spade; 
God  sends  the  sun  and  rain  and  air- 
And  thus  a  garden's  made. 

"He  must  rejoice  who  tills  the  soil, 

And  turns  the  heavy  sod, 
How  wonderful  a  thing  to  be 

In  partnership  with  God!" 

-Selected. 


Prayer  Thought 

When  we  plant  a  small  seed  and 
grow  lovely  flowers  or  vegetables  to  | 
enrich  our  lives,  how  is  it  possible  I 
not  to  accept  the  divinity  of  God?  I 

FRIDAY,  AUGUST  2 

Scripture  Reading-Psalm  41:13 
The    "Here"   Shapes   the  "After" 

"I'm  tired  of  all  this  preaching 
about  the  hereafter,"  said  one.  "I'm 
living  now,  and  I  mean  to  haveagoodj 
time.  The  hereafter  isn't  here  yet." 
Her  companion  said:  "No,  only  the 
first  part  of  it.  But  I  shouldn't 
wonder  if  the  'here'  had  a  good  deal 
to  do  with  shaping  the  'after.'  " 
-Forward. 

Prayer  Thought 
How  often  do  we  as  Christians 
consider  our  everyday  lives  in 
respect  to  our  eternal  life?  We 
fail  to  realize  that  our  fun-filled 
days  may  reward  us  with  an  eternity 
of  sorrow. 

SATURDAY,  AUGUST  3 

Scripture  Reading-Proverbs  1:23« 
Not    Always    the   Same  Method 

The  Spirit  is  like  the  wind.   There  ? 
is    mystery,    there    is  power,  and! 
we  cannot  chart  the  course  of  the 
Spirit.    He  is  sovereign  to  do  as  He 
pleases,  just  as  the  wind  blows  where 
it  lists.     He  did  not  use  the  same  ? 
method  or  manner  with  Savonarola 
and  Knox  and  Luther  and  Wesley  and 
Moody.     Just  as  there  are  hurri- 
canes   and   zephyrs,  so  the  Spirit  I 
storms  and  soothes.    He  speaks  im 
mighty  tornado  or  gentlest  whisper. 
The    Spirit    did    not   work  in  the', 
Reformation  as  He  did  in  the  Great 
Awakening.  With  Whitefield  He  blew 
in  one  fashion,  with  Moody  in  another. 
The  great  Awakening  was  not  like 
the  Welsh  Revival  -Vance  Havner.  ; 

Prayer  Thought 
We  must  be  loyal  and  faithful  to 
God  because  we  are  not  always  cap- 
able of  understanding  the  ways  of  the 
Holy  Spirit  .  We  need  a  childlike 
faith  because  our  questions  and  un- 
certainties create  confusion. 

(Devotions  used  by  permission, 
Knight's  Master  Book  of  New  Il- 
lustrations, Eerdmans  Press.) 


Coming  Events  .  .  . 

August  3,  7:30  P.  M. -Dedication  Ser- 
vice of  Rodgers  Chapel,  Mount 
Olive  College,  Mount  Olive,  North 
Carolina 

August  5-8-Ministers'  Institute, 
Mount  Olive,  North  Carolina 
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QUESTIONS 

and 
ANSWERS 


Conducted  by  J.  P.  BARROW 
Route  1,  Box  475,  LaGrange,  North  Carolina  28551 


Question:  Please  explain,  "Ye 
cannot  drink  the  cup  of  the  Lord, 
and  the  cup  of  devils:  ye  cannot  be 
partakers  of  the  Lord's  table,  and  of 
the  tables  of  devils"  (1  Corinthians 
10:21). 

Answer:  The  verse  above  this 
should  help  us  in  the  correct  inter- 
pretation of  this:  "But  I  say,  that 
the  things  which  the  Gentiles  sacri- 
fice, they  sacrifice  to  devils,  and  not 
to  God:  and  I  would  not  that  ye 
should  have  fellowship  with  devils" 
(1  Corinthians  10:20).  A  professed 
Christian  who  freely  associates  with 
[people  of  a  false  religion  on  an  equal 
|  basis  is  guilty  of  partaking  of  the 
false  worshiper's  guilt.  Jesus  him- 
self said:  "No  servant  can  serve 
two  masters:  for  either  he  will  hate 
the  one,  and  love  the  other;  or  else 
he  will  hold  to  the  one,  and  despise 
the  other.  Ye  cannot  serve  God  and 
mammon"  (Luke  16:13);  "No  man 
can  serve  two  masters:  for  either 
he  will  hate  the  one,  and  love  the 
other;  or  else  he  will  hold  to  the 
one,  and  despise  the  other.  Ye  can- 
not serve  God  and  mammon" 
(Matthew  6:24). 

Perhaps  one  of  the  worst  divisions 
Israel  was  guilty  of  was  that  of  join- 
ing the  heathens  she  had  been  com- 
manded to  exterminate  in  their  reli- 
gious activities.     "Take  heed  unto 
yourselves,  lest  ye  forget  the  cove- 
nant of  the  LORD  your  God,  which  he 
made   with   you,    and  make  you  a 
graven  image,  of  the  likeness  of  any 
thing,  which  the  LORD  thy  God  hath 
forbidden  thee.    For  the  LORD  thy 
God  is  a  comsuming  fire,  even  a 
jealous  God.    When  thou  shalt  beget 
children,  and  children's  children,  and 
ye  shall  have  remained  long  in  the 
land,  and  shall  corrupt  yourselves, 
and  make  a  graven  image,  or  the 
likeness  of  any  thing,  and  shall  do 
evil  in  the  sight  of  the  LORD  thy 
God,  to  provoke  him  to  anger:  I 
call   heaven   and   earth  to  witness 
against  you  this  day,  that  ye  shall 
soon  utterly  perish  from  off  the  land 
whereunto   ye   go   over   Jordan  to 
possess  it;  ye  shall  not  prolong  your 
days  upon  it,  but  shall  utterly  be 


destroyed.  And  the  LORD  shall 
scatter  you  among  the  nations,  and  ye 
shall  be  left  few  in  number  among 
the  heathen,  whither  the  LORD  shall 
lead  you.  And  there  ye  shall  serve 
gods,  the  work  of  men's  hands,  wood 
and  stone,  which  neither  see,  nor 
hear,  nor  eat,  nor  smell.  But  if 
from  thence  thou  shalt  seek  the  LORD 
thy  God,  thou  shalt  find  him,  if  thou 
seek  him  with  all  thy  heart  and  with  all 
thy    soul"    (Deuteronomy  4:23-29). 

God  has  a  way  of  judging  or  punish- 
ing His  people  by  giving  them  or 
making  available  to  them  an  abundant 
supply  of  the  evil  thing  or  element 
they  disobey  Him  in  acquiring  or 
lusting  after.  When  He  delivered 
them  from  Egypt  He  emphasized  the 
fact  that  He  would  take  care  of  their 
needs,  making  it  impossible  for  great 
nations  who  were  superior  in  number 
and  military  skill  and  might  to  stand 
before  them  as  long  as  they  were 
obedient  to  Him.  He  proved  this 
when  Pharaoh  pursued  them  as  they 
were  going  to  cross  the  Red  Sea. 
You  recall  how  the  army  of  war 
horses  and  chariots,  together  with 
Pharaoh  and  his  military  leaders, 
met  their  final  doom.  However,  the 
Israelites  were  conducted  safely  over 
land  that  had  been  made  dry  as  God 
miraculously  fought  their  battle  by 
allowing  the  waters  to  bank  up  in 
heaps,  making  a  path  of  dry  land  upon 
the  bottom  of  the  sea  for  the  Israelites 
to  cross  over.  Then  God  simply 
and  naturally  allowed  the  waters  to 
flow  back  in  place,  drowning  all  the 
Egyptians  as  the  Israelites  joined 
to  their  God.    (See  Exodus  14- -15.) 

"When  Israel  went  out  of  Egypt, 
the  house  of  Jacob  from  a  people  of 
strange  language;  Judah  was  his 
sanctuary,  and  Israel  his  dominion. 
The  sea  saw  it,  and  fled:  Jordan 
was  driven  back"  (Psalm  114:1-3); 
"And  Moses  stretched  forth  his  hand 
over  the  sea,  and  the  sea  returned  to 
his  strength  when  the  morning 
appeared;  and  the  Egyptians  fled 
against  it;  and  the  LORD  overthrew 
the  Egyptians  in  the  midst  of  the  sea. 
And  the  waters  returned,  and  covered 
the  chariots,  and  the  horsemen,  and 


all  the  host  of  Pharaoh  that  came  into 
the  sea  after  them;  there  remained 
not  so  much  as  one  of  them.  But 
the  children  of  Israel  walked  upon 
dry  land  in  the  midst  of  the  sea; 
and  the  waters  were  a  wall  unto 
them  on  their  right  hand,  and  on 
their  left"  (Exodus  14:27-29). 

In  the  Book  of  Numbers,  Chapters 

22-  -25,  we  have  the  case  of  Balak, 
the  king  of  Moab,  employing  Balaam, 
the  false  prophet,  son  of  Beor,  to 
curse  Israel.  But  this  Balaam,  the 
false  prophet,  could  not  do  because 
"This  poor  man  cried,  and  the  LORD 
heard  him,  and  saved  him  out  of  all 
his  troubles.  The  angel  of  the  LORD 
encampeth  round  about  them  that 
fear  him,  and  delivereth  them" 
(Psalm  34:6,  7).  When  the  devil 
is  unable  to  damage  God's  obedient 
people  in  one  way,  he  does  not  give 
up,  but  tries  another  way.  One  of  the 
most  successful  ways  is  that  of  trying 
to  defeat  God's  children  by  alluring 
some  by  making  one  of  the  opposite 
sex,  who  is  not  a  child  of  God,  un- 
usually attractive  to  one  that  is  God's 
child.  This  he  did  by  influencing 
Balak  to  make  attractive  to  young 
men  of  Israel  the  heathen  feasts  of 
a  religious  nature  through  the 
presence  and  participation  of  the 
most  attractive  Moabitish  girls.  The 
result  was  "And  Israel  abode  in 
Shittim,  and  the  people  began  to 
commit  whoredom  with  the  daughters 
of  Moab.  And  they  called  the  people 
unto  the  sacrifices  of  their  gods: 
and  the  people  did  eat,  and  bowed 
down  to  their  gods.  And  Israel 
joined  himself  unto  Baal-peor:  and 
the  anger  of  the  LORD  was  kindled 
against  Israel.  .  .  .  And  those  that 
died  in  the  plague  were  twenty  and 
four  thousand.  .  .  .  And  the  LORD 
spake  unto  Moses,  saying,  Vex  the 
Midianites,  and  smite  them:  For 
they  vex  you  with  their  wiles,  where- 
with they  have  beguiled  you  in  the 
matter  of  Peor,  and  in  the  matter 
of  Cozbi,  the  daughter  of  a  prince 
of  Midian,  their  sister,  which  was 
slain  in  the  day  of  the  plague  for 
Peor's  sake"  (Numbers  25:1-3,  9, 
16-18). 

I  sometimes  think  it  would  be  well 
for  some  young  people  of  today  who 
are  posing  as  church  members,  but 
carry  on  with  the  opposite  sex  as  the 
sinful  worldly  folk,  to  read  such 
passages  as  this:  1  Corinthians 
7:1;   Matthew  5:27-37;  Proverbs  6: 

23-  33.  "But  the  fearful,  and  un- 
believing, and  the  abominable,  and 
murderers,  and  whoremongers,  .  .  . 
and  all  liars,  shall  have  their  part 
in  the  lake  which  burneth  with  fire 
and  brimstone:  which  is  the  second 
death"  (Revelation21 :8);  "Nowcon- 
cerning  the  things  whereof  ye  wrote 

(Continued  on  Page  14) 
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Christ  Above  All 

Lesson  Text:  Colossi  ans  1:15-27 
Memory  Verse:  Colossians  1:19,  20 

I.  INTRODUCTION 

Almost  all  the  religions  of  man- 
kind claim  to  have  a  prophet -savior, 
some  portraying  him  as  a  great 
sufferer,  eventually  dying  to  save 
those  who  believe.  Islam  has  its 
Mohammed  and  the  religions  of  the 
Far  East  have  their  Buddha  and 
Confucius,  but  Christ,  the  Founder 
of  the  Christian  religion,  is  above 
them  all.  He  alone  is  able  to  save 
men.  Beside  Him  there  is  none 
other. 

Being  above  all,   Christ  is  most 
real  to  the  followers  of  Christianity. 
His  presence  is  everywhere  for,  as 
Saint  Patrick  wrote: 
"Christ  be  with  me,  Christ  within 

me, 

Christ  behind  me,  Christ  before  me, 
Christ  beside  me,  Christ  to  win  me, 
Christ  to  comfort  and  restore  me, 
Christ  beneath  me,  Christ  above  me, 
Christ  in  quiet,  Christ  in  danger, 
Christ  in  hearts  of  all  that  love  me, 
Christ  in  mouth  of  friend  and  stran- 
ger." 

In  his  letter  to  the  Colossians, 
who  had  been  plagued  with  false 
teachings  of  strange  gods  and  a 
system  of  mysticism  alien  to  Chris- 
tianity. Paul  sought  to  emphasize 
the  superiority  of  Christ  above  all 
other  so-called  gods.  His  purpose 
was  to  show  that  in  Christ  all  the 
fullness  of  the  Godhead  dwelt  bodily. 
-The  Advance  Quarterly  (F.  W.  B  ). 

O.    HINTS  THAT  HELP 

A.  This  is  the  first  of  four  les- 
sons on  the  Book  of  Colossians,  so 
be  sure  to  give  the  historical  back- 
ground of  this  letter. 

B.  At  the  time  Paul  wrote  the 
Colossian  epistle,  the  church  was 
threatened.  Be  sure  to  point  out 
this  threat,  and  raise  this  question: 
Are  there  any  threats  to  the  church 
today?  If  so,  what  are  they? 

C.  After  any  threat  to  the  church 
today  is  identified,  be  sure  to  dis- 
cuss what  individual  church  members 
can  do  to  help  overcome  the  threat 
to  the  church. 


D.  Don't  overwork  the  idea  that 
the  church  has  failed  in  some  areas, 
but  spend  most  of  your  time  in  a 
positive  way  showing  what  can  be 
done  to  improve  the  church  and  its 
ministry. 

E.  This  Epistle  to  the  Colossians 
exalts  Christ  as  Lord  in  a  wonderful 
way;  therefore,  you  will  have  the  op- 
portunity to  help  your  students  in 
these  lessons  from  this  book  to  exalt 
Christ  more  as  Lord  of  their  lives. 
Don't  miss  this  opportunity. 

-The  Bible  Teacher  (F.  W.  B  ). 

DI.    ADDITIONAL  TRUTHS 

A.  Most  persons  today  would  ac- 
knowledge that,  in  Christianity,  the 
one  essential  still  is  to  be  in  Christ. 
If  one  is  in  Christ,  he  is  forgiven; 
he  is  a  saint,  a  brother,  a  citizen 
of  Christ's  kingdom.  There  is  a 
unity  of  all  those  who  are  in  Christ. 

But  some  today  are  not  content  to 
recognize  others  as  brethren  and  to 
have  fellowship  with  them  on  this 
basis.  It  is  acknowledged  that  one 
must  receive  Christ  as  Saviour.  But 
more  is  required  by  some  before  they 
will  receive  one  as  a  brother  or  sis- 
ter in  the  Lord. 

One  of  the  great  causes  of  the  ex- 
clusion of  others  is  the  insistence  that 
certain  opinions  be  endorsed  and  ac- 
cepted. To  insist  on  this  is  to  set 
up  false  standards  for  measuring 
whether  or  not  one  is  a  Christian. 
The  opinions  may  be  about  disputed 
points  of  doctrine-such  as  premil- 
lennialism  or  post-millennialism. 
They  may  have  to  do  with  manner 
of  dress,  or  hairstyle,  or  similar 
matters.  They  may  deal  with  the 
type  of  architecture  to  be  used  in 
building  houses  of  worship  or  the  or- 
der of  worship.  Opinions  on  these 
and  other  matters  are  strongly  held, 
legitimately.  But  they  must  not  be 
made  tests  of  fellowship.  To  do  so 
can  only  fracture  the  body  of  Christ. 
To  do  so  is  to  require  more  for  ad- 
mission into  that  body-the  church- 
than  Christ  himself  requires. 

Another  barrier  that  is  raised  is 
that  of  traditions.  The  false  teachers 
at  Colossae  had  traditions  about  food 
and  about  the  keeping  of  certain  days. 
Christ  would  receive  folk  into  His 
fellowship  without  these  things,  but 
not  they!    Today  we  have  traditions 


too.  Some  are  harmless,  such  as 
a  traditional  hour  (perhaps  11  a.  m. 
for  worship.  Others  are  pernicious, 
such  as  that  the  church  is  to  be 
made  up  of  all  whites  or  all  blacks. 
And  all  are  bad  insofar  as  we  in- 
sist that  others  must  keep  these 
traditions  if  they  would  have  fellow- 
ship with  us. 

There  is  still  another  threat  that 
confronts  the  church  today.  We  may 
speak  of  it  as  the  threat  of  "divine 
insight."  By  this  we  mean  the  clairr 
of  som.e  who  speak  of  having  re- 
ceived further  revelations  from  God. 
Some  have  written  these  "revela- 
tions" in  books,  and  the  writings 
are  presented  to  the  Christian  world 
as  being  on  a  par  with  the  Scrip- 
tures. Indeed,  the  acceptance  of 
these,  in  addition  to  the  acceptance  of 
Christ,  is  made  a  condition  of  fellow- 
ship. 

All  three  of  these  extrabiblical 
areas  of  concern  have  one  thing  in! 
common.  They  serve  to  bar  the  way' 
of  fellowship  to  all  who  will  not  sub-' 
scribe  to  them.  Christ  himself  has 
given  us  the  only  way  of  fellowship 
together  in  the  family  of  God.  "No 
man  cometh  unto  the  Father,  but  by 
me,"  He  said.  For  us  to  require 
more  of  any  person  is  to  erect  a: 
barrier  in  defiance  of  what  our  Lord 
has  given.  "I  am  the  door,"  He 
said.  And  there  is  no  other  .-Standard! 
Lesson  Commentary. 

B.  Dr.  F.  B.  Meyer  used  to  say! 
that  if  he  had  his  preaching  ministry,! 
to  live  over  again  he  would  preach! 
more  sermons  on  encouragement  to 
God's  people.  Surely  in  such  a  day 
as  this,  whatever  encouragement  can: 
be  brought  should  not  be  withheld, 
for  it  is  sorely  needed.  The  Chris-j 
tian  faith  is  basically  optimistic  be- 
have "strong  encouragement,  who; 
have  fled  for  refuge  to  lay  hold  upon) 
changing  counsel"  of  the  living  God. 
Because  with  Him  there  is  noj 
"shadow  of  turning"  we  may  indeed' 
have  "strong  encouragement,  whoj 
have  fled  for  refuge  to  lay  hold  upon 
the  hope  set  before  us.  "-Selected. 

C.  The  publisher  of  the  New  York 
Times  recently  wrote  about  his  ob- 
servations after  many  years  in  the 
field  of  journalism.  He  said,  "Pub- 
lishing and  editing  the  New  York 
Times  have  been  a  tremendous  edu- 
cational experience  for  me.  I  have 
learned  much  about  putting  out  a 
newspaper,  but  I  have  learned  more 
about  people.  People  say  that  they 
want  the  truth,  but  this  isn't  always 
so.  They  want  the  truth  only  if 
it  agrees  with  them." 

God's  truth  never  changes.  Men 
find  life  when  they  respond  to  that 
truth;  they  remain  in  the  bondage  of 
sin  when  they  reject  it. 

(Continued  on  Page  11) 
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MINISTERS'  INSTITUTE 
PROGRAM 

The  annual  Ministers'  Institute  at 
/Iount  Olive  College,  Mount  Olive, 
fidll  be  held  August  5-8.  The  theme 
3r  the  institute  will  be  "Pastoral 
Care  of  the  Bereaved."  The  Rev. 
)avid  C.  Hansley  will  serve  as 
irector,  assisted  by  the  Rev.  Frank 
larrison,  codirector.  The  scheduled 
rogram  is  as  follows: 

Monday,  August  5 
00-5:30  P.  M. -Arrival  on  Campus 
and     Room    Assignments  (Hart 
Lounge) 

00  P.  M. -Dinner  (Cafeteria) 
a|5:00  P.  M. -Worship  Service,  the  Rev. 
Earl  Glenn  (College  Chapel) 
Tuesday,  August  6 
f:45  A.  M. -Breakfast  (Cafeteria) 
30  A.   M. -Lecture  on  the  Nature 
of  Grief,  the  Rev.  Frank  Harrison 
(All  classes  will  be  in  Room  115 
of  the  Henderson  Building.) 
130-11:15  A.  M.-"How  to  Conduct  a 
Funeral,"  Don  Shackleford  and  El- 
liot   Futrell,    Funeral  Directors 
0:15-10:30       A.    M. -Refreshment 
Break 

0:30-11:30  A.   M. -Shackleford  and 
Futrell 

il:30  A.  M. -12:15P.M. -"The Chris- 
tian Funeral  Service,"  the  Rev. 
Bill  Futch 
12:30  P.  M. -Lunch  (Cafeteria) 
2:00-4:00  P.   M. -Bible  Study:  The 
Book  of  Amos,  the  Rev.  Sheldon 
Howard 
5:30  P.  M. -Dinner  (Cafeteria) 
3:00    P.    M. -Evening  Worship,  the 
Rev.    Fred    Rivenbark  (College 
Chapel) 

Wednesday,  August  7 
7:45  A.  M. -Breakfast  (Cafeteria) 
3:30-10:00  A.  M. -Lecture  of  Minis- 
try to  the  Bereaved  Family,  the 
Rev.  Frank  Harrison 
10:00-10:30      A.     M. -Refreshment 
Break 

10:30  A.  M. -12:00  Noon-Lecture  on 
the  Purpose  and  Content  of  the 
Funeral  Sermon,  the  Rev.  Floyd 
Cherry 

12:00  Noon-Lunch  (Cafeteria) 
2:00-4:00  P.   M.-Bible  Study:  The 
Book  of  Amos,  the  Rev.  Sheldon 
Howard 


5:30  P.  M. -Dinner  (Cafeteria) 
8:00  P.  M. -Evening  Worship,  the  Rev. 
C.    L.    Patrick  (College  Chapel) 
Thursday,  August  8 
7:45  A.  M. -Breakfast  (Cafeteria) 
8:30-10:00    A.   M.-" Counseling  the 
Bereaved,"  the  Rev.  Frank  Harri- 
son 

10:00-10:30  A.  M. -Refreshment 
Break 

10:30-11:15  A.  M. -Report  on  His 
Studies  in  England,  Dr.  Michael 
Pelt 

11:15-11:45  A.  M.-"The  ChurchAsa 
Healing  and  Supporting  Com- 
munity," the  Rev.  Eugene 
Sumner 

11:45  A.  M. -12:15  P.  M. -Awarding of 

Certificates 
12:15-Lunch    and   End   of  Institute 

(Cafeteria) 

Recommended  reading  for  the  Min  - 
isters'  Institute:  Ministering  to  the 
Grief  Sufferer  by  C.  Charles  Bach- 
mann  (New  Jersey:  Prentice-Hall, 
Inc.,  Englewood Cliffs),  1964.  Paper- 
back edition  may  be  obtained  from  the 
Free  Will  Baptist  Press  FoundatJon, 
Ayden. 

College  phone  numbers  where  min- 
isters may  be  reached  if  needed  dur- 
ing the  institute:  658-2502  (Hender- 
son Building)  and  658-9772  (Resident 
Dorm  Director's  Office). 


My  First  Conceptions  of 
Mount  Allen  College 

by  Arthur  B.  Chandler 

After  the  passage  of  so  many 
years  it  is  rather  difficult  for  me  to 
recall  my  first  impressions  of  Mount 
Allen  Junior  College,  which,  as  most 
of  you  know,  was  the  forerunner  of 
Mount  Olive.  Some  things,  however, 
are  still  vivid  and  stand  out  through 
the  mists  of  the  years  in  bold  relief 
and  are  not  likely  to  be  so  forgotten. 

Mount  Allen  Junior  College  existed 
as  a  dream  in  the  mind  of  the  Rev. 
David  W.  Hansley,  who  in  those  days 
was  chairman  of  the  board  of  Chris- 
tian education.  To  him  fell  the  dif- 
ficult task  of  trying  to  make  that 
dream  become  a  reality.  To  do  this 
he  had  to  convince  the  other  mem- 
bers of  the  board  of  the  feasibility 


and  the  desirability  of  having  a  liberal 
arts  college  under  the  sponsorship  of 
the  Free  Will  Baptist  of  North  Caro- 
lina. 

This  was  no  easy  task,  but  with  the 
help  of  some  other  interested  mem- 
bers of  the  board  and  influential 
members  of  the  North  Carolina  State 
Convention,  the  idea  was  approved, 
and  the  task  of  implementing  that  ap- 
proval began. 

From  the  day  of  its  inception  Mount 
Allen  had  to  fight  on  two  fronts: 
It  had  to  operate  on  a  shoestring 
budget  that  at  times  was  broken  into 
several  pieces,  and  it  had  to 
constantly  busy  itself  trying  to  off- 
set the  denunciation  and  opposition 
that  it  was  meeting  from  within  the 
denomination  itself. 

The  opening  of  Mount  Allen  cer- 
tainly was  not  marked  with  pomp 
or  pageantry;  for  even  the  most 
avid  of  its  adherents  realized  that  a 
long  and  difficult  road  lay  ahead  of  it. 

Brother  Lloyd  Vernon,  whom  we 
honor  today ,  served  not  only  as  presi  - 
dent  of  the  infant  endeavor,  but  also 
as  classroom  teacher.  The  entire 
faculty  consisted  of  Brother  Vernon 
and  one  assistant.  The  student  body 
numbered  a  grand  total  of  eight. 
Both  Brother  Vernon  and  I,  along 
with  some  of  the  students  who  were 
also  in  the  ministry,  had  to  commute 
weekly  between  Cragmont  and  our 
churches,  which  were  located  in 
Eastern  North  Carolina.  When  you 
consider  that  this  weekly  trip  con- 
sisted of  about  eight  hundred  miles 
you  can  gain  an  inkling  of  some  of 
the  difficulties  that  were  encounter- 
ed by  faculty  and  students  in  their 
efforts  to  keep  a  college  going  at 
Cragmont  Assembly. 

Now  that  I  look  back  in  retro- 
spect I  realize  that  in  spite  of  the 
hardships  and  the  difficulties  of  that 
first  year's  operation,  there  were 
many  moments  of  satisfaction  and  en- 
joyment. The  smallness  of  the 
student  body  made  possible  a  per- 
sonal relationship  between  teacher 
and  pupil  that  is  not  often  found  in 
schools  of  any  type.  I  once  read  of 
a  man  whose  idea  of  a  perfect  edu- 
cational opportunity  was  to  have  Mark 
Hopkins  sitting  on  one  end  of  a  log 
while  he  sat  on  the  other.  We  did 
not  deceive  ourselves  into  believing 
that  any  Mark  Hopkins  was  on  our 
faculty,  but  we  did  recognize  and 
take  full  advantage  of  the  unique 
opportunity  for  personal  and  mutual 
instruction. 

I  can  still  remember  the  long, 
cold  winter  evenings  and  the 
opportunity  of  fellowship  that  they 
presented  us  as  we  stood  around  the 
open  fireplace.  We  stood,  instead 
of  sitting,  for  this  gave  us  an  op- 
(Continued  on  Page  15) 
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Unmitigated 


by  the  Rev.  R.  P.  Harris 


Scriptural  Basis:  "And  she  went, 
and  came,  and  gleaned  in  the  field 
after  the  reapers:  and  her  hap  was  to 
light  on  a  part  of  the  field  belong- 
ing unto  Boaz,  who  was  of  the  kindred 
of  Elimelech"  (Ruth  2:3);  "Study 
to  shew  thyself  approved  unto  God, 
a  workman  that  needeth  not  to  be 
ashamed,  rightly  dividing  the  word 
of  truth"  (2  Timothy  2:15). 

MAN  SHOULD  GLEAN  FROM 
GOD'S  WORD 

The  word  glean  means  first  to 
gather  after  the  reaper,  as  grain. 
Next  it  means  to  assemble  or  collect 
bit-by-bit,  as  facts.  Man,  therefore, 
should  study  God's  Word,  gathering 
bit-by-bit  and  assembling  it  in  a 
storehouse  of  knowledge.  Bread 
made  from  wheat  is  the  staff  of 
life-it  guarantees  that  the  physical 
body  will  have  proper  building  mater  - 
ials  essential  to  good  health. 
Spiritual  man  needs  also  building 
blocks  that  are  found  in  the  glean- 
ings from  God's  Word. 

When  we  glean  from  God's  Word 
we  learn  more  about  salvation.  If 
you  are  not  saved  you  need  to  glean 
from  God's  Holy  Book  the  truth  about 
salvation.  From  the  Bible  you  will 
learn  that  salvation  is  a  present 
possession:  "Verily,  verily,  I  say 
unto  you,  He  that  heareth  my  word, 
and  believeth  on  him  that  sent  me, 
hath  everlasting  life,  and  shall  not 
come  into  condemnation;  but  is 
passed  from  death  unto  life"  (John 
5:24).  You  can  have  salvation  here 
and  now;  you  do  not  need  to  wait 
for  it.  Salvation  is  a  continuing 
process  so  that  we  should  be  able 
to  say,  "I  have  been  saved,"  "I 
am  now  being  saved,"  or  "I  shall 
be  saved."  Salvation  means  that  the 
blood  of  Jesus  Christ  has  covered 
your  life,  and  by  this  token  God 
does  not  reckon  you  accountable 
for  your  sins.    Praise  God,  we  are 


BIBLE  TIMES 

FRUITS  AND  FOODS 


by  Miss  Sara  Branch 


Bible  times  as  well  as  in  use  today. 
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See  if 

you 

can 

find 

these 

fruits 

and  foods  in  use  in 

Almond 
Apple 
Bean 
Cane 

Caperberry 
Cinnamon 


Corn 

Cucumber 

Fig 

Garlic 

Grape 

Hazel 


Herbs 

Melon 

Mint 

Mustard 

Oats 

Olive 


Onion 

Pomegranate 

Raisin 

Sycamine 

Vinegar 

Wheat 


free!  Jesus  Christ  set  us  free  when 
He  died  on  the  Cross  for  the  sins 
of  everyone  who  will  believe,  repent, 
and  live  a  Christian  life-a  life 
dedicated  to  doing  the  things  that 
Christ  would  have  us  do. 

It  would  be  well  for  us  to  con- 
sider the  fact  that  salvation  is  a 
precious  possession:  ".  .  .1  know 
whom  I  have  believed,  and  am  per- 
suaded that  he  is  able  to  keep  that 
which  I  have  committed  unto  him 
against  that  day"  (2  Timothy  1:12). 
It  is  indeed  a  precious  possession. 


It  cost  God  the  life  of  His  only 
begotten  Son.  It  cost  the  Son  of 
God  a  sacrifice  of  His  own  precious 
blood.  The  most  precious  blood 
ever  shed  was  that  of  Jesus  Christ, 
our  blessed  Lord.  Hallelujah!  What 
a  Saviour! 

Finally,  when  we  glean  from  God's 
Word  we  learn  that  salvation  is  an 
eternal  possession.  Man  was  created 
to  be  an  eternal  being.  The  kind 
of  salvation  I  am  talking  about  is 
eternal.  Jesus  Christ  is  now  in  the 
(Continued  on  Page  16) 
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>agmont  Assembly  Treasurer's 
teport  for  June,  1974 

Mrs.   Fountain  Taylor,  treasurer 
pr     Cragmont     Assembly,  Inc., 
Hack  Mountain,  reports  as  follows 
Dr  the  month  of  June,  1974: 
Jalance  June  1,  1974  $6,890.74 


©/Pat*  6  <§4£fo 

Of  Denominational  Interest 


'hurches 


Receipts 

$1,393.23 


iunday  Schools 
Sunday  School 
Conventions 
Missions 
Auxiliaries 


137.33 
25.00 

5.00 
39.00 


Total  Receipts 
Total  for  Which 
to  Account 

Disbursements 

Operating  Exp.  $  461.91 
nterest  on  Note  480.00 

Total  Disbursements 
Jalance  July  1,  1974 


1,599.56 
8,490.30 


941.91 
$7,548.39 


Mt.  Tabor  Revival 
August  5-10 


The  Mt.  Tabor  Free  Will  Bap- 
tist Church  near  Creswell  announces 
revival  services  for  the  week  of 
August  5-10,  beginning  nightly  at 
7:30.  The  Rev.  Clyde  Cox  will  be 
the  visiting  evangelist,  assisted  by 
jthe  pastor,  the  Rev.  William  Little- 
ton. The  pastor  and  the  church 
membership  invite  the  public  to  at- 
tend . 


Smyrna  Youths  Sponsors 
Sing,  July  27 


The  Youth  Fellowship  of  Smyrna 
Free  Will  Baptist  Church  near  Mead- 
ow is  sponsoring  a  gospel  sing  in 
the  Benson  Elementary  School  Audi- 
torium, July  27,  beginning  at  8  p.  m. 
The  featured  singing  group  on  the 
program  will  be  the  nationally  known 
Singing  Hall  Family  of  Cumnock, 
North  Carolina.  Along  with  the 
Hall  Family  Marcus  and  Patty  Wood 
of  Benson  and  The  Glory  Land 
Singers  will  also  be  on  the  program. 
The  Glory  Land  Singers  of  Broad- 
way, North  Carolina,  is  a  singing 
group  new  to  this  area. 

Tickets  for  the  sing  may  be  pur- 
chased in  advance  or  at  the  door. 
Senior  citizens,  65  or  over,  may  be 
admitted  free.  The  youth  fellow- 
ship urges  all  who  possibly  can 
to  attend  and  enjoy  an  evening  of 
good  singing  and  fellowship. 


Mr.  and  Mrs.  Troy  Byrd  Jr. 
Entertains  John  Floyd  Sunday 
School  Class 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Troy  Byrd  Jr.  enter- 
tained the  John  Floyd  Sunday  School 
Class  of  the  St.  Mary's  Grove  Free 
Will  Baptist  Church,  Benson,  with 
a  cookout  Saturday  evening,  July  13, 
at  their  beautiful,  spacious  country 
home. 

While  the  men  cooked  the  steaks, 
the  ladies  prepared  the  tables.  The 
dinner,  which  consisted  of  steaks, 
baked  potatoes,  tossed  salad,  hot 
buns,  tea,  and  old-fashioned  pound 
cake  was  served  on  the  patio  which 


was  lighted  by  an  Italian  flaming 
torch. 

The  Rev.  R.  H.  Jackson,  pastor 
of  the  church,  gave  thanks  for  the 
food.  Everyone  enjoyed  himself  in 
the  beautiful  setting  and  to  a 
bountiful  meal. 

Following  the  dinner,  the  guests 
were  invited  into  the  den  for  rec- 
reation and  conversation. 

Those  in  attendance  were  as  fol- 
lows: the  Rev.  and  Mrs.  R.  H. 
Jackson,  Faye  Pollard,  Pansy  Byrd, 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Donald  Clifton,  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Douglas  Roberts,  Shelby 
Johnson,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Norlyn  Mat- 
thews, Mr.  Dave  Foster,  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Roy  Benson,  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Leo  Lassiter,  and  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Jerry  Roberts. 


R.  W.  Allman  Resigns 
Palmer  Memorial  Church 

The  Rev.  R.  W.  Allman  resigned 
the  pastorate  of  Palmer  Memorial 
Free  Will  Baptist  Church  in  Raleigh, 
North  Carolina,  in  a  regular  business 
meeting  July  10,  1974.  His  resigna- 
tion will  become  effective  October  1. 

Mr.  Allman  came  to  the  Palmer 
Memorial  church  in  January,  1970. 
The  church  has  experienced  con- 
tinued growth  since  that  time.  The 
church  membership  has  more  than 
doubled,  with  many  of  this  number 
being  first-time  decisions. 

A  new  church  building  valued  at 
$125,000,  complete  with  sanctuary 
and  educational  department,  has  been 
erected.  The  indebtedness  on  the 
parsonage  has  been  retired  and  the 
building  formerly  used  for  worship 
services  has  been  renovated  and 
made  into  a  fellowship  hall. 

Mr.  Allman  has  pastored  churches 
in  the  Cape  Fear,  Central,  and  West- 
ern Conferences  in  North  Carolina. 
He  is  a  former  member  of  the 
North  Carolina  State  Mission  Board, 
as  well  as  a  former  member  of  the 
Cape  Fear  Board  of  Education  and 
former  moderator  of  the  Cape  Fear 
Union  Meeting.  He  is  presently 
a  member  of  the  Cape  Fear  Con- 
ference Mission  Board. 

Mr.  Allman  is  entering  into  semi- 
retirement.  He  will  be  available 
for  part-time  pastoral  work  or  pul- 
pit supply.  Anyone  interested  in  his 
services  may  reach  him  at  3707 
Old  Garner  Road,  Raleigh,  North 
Carolina  27606,  or  by  telephone  (919) 
772-1980. 


Revival  in  Progress 
Followed  with  Homecoming 

Revival  services  are  in  progress 
this   week   at   the  Oriental,  North 
Carolina,  Original  Free  Will  Bap- 
tist Church.    The  Rev.  Noah  Brown 
(Continued  on  Page  15) 
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mzi     Free  Will  Baptist 

Children's  Home 

"A  Christian  Home  for  Boys  and  Girls" 

MIDDLESEX,  NORTH  CAROLINA  27557 

MR.   SAMMY  WEEKS,  Superintendent 
Phone  (919)  235-4079 


CRAGMONT 
BOUND 


It  was  an  exciting  and  anxious  time  Monday  morn- 
ing, July  8,  1974,  on  the  campus  of  the  Children's 
Home,  There  were  twenty  boys  and  girls  eagerly 
awaiting  the  bus  for  the  AFC  Camp  at  Cragmont. 

We  trust  that  our  younger  children  will  receive  as 
great  a  blessing  as  our  YFA  group  did  last  week. 
Our  YFAs  came  back  with  their  cups  running  over  and 
each  of  them  gave  a  wonderful  testimony  in  our  morn- 
ing worship  service  on  Sunday  morning. 

We  would  like  to  thank  each  of  you  who  helped 
make  it  possible  for  the  children  to  go  to  camp 
this  year,  and  we  praise  God  for  the  spiritual  bless- 
ings they  received  while  there. 

WHAT  DOES  THE  PASTOR  DO? 
by  Mrs.  Faye  B.  Adams 
Greenville,  North  Carolina 

Does  he  find  the  lost  ones  who  have  gone  astray, 

And  take  them  into  his  fold  everyday? 
Does  he  visit  the  ones  that  are  ill, 

Or  does  he  just  send  them  a  little  pill? 
Does  he  listen  to  the  problems  of  the  soul, 

And  heal  them  before  they  grow  old? 
Does  he  help  the  church  to  grow  and  grow, 

Like  the  little  seeds  that  you  sow? 


STATUS  OF  ALBEMARLE  AND 
STATE   COTTAGE  BUILDING  FUNDS 


Building  Fund 
Receipts 


Month  of  June 

ALBEMARLE  CONFERENCE 


1974  Cumulative 
Totals 


Auxiliary  District 

Conference 
Mt.  Tabor 
Free  Union 
St.  Paul 

Malachi's  Chapel 
Trinity 
Gum  Neck 
Union  Chapel 
Totals 


20.00 
50.00 
140.47 
$  210.47 


CAPE  FEAR  CONFERENCE 
Lee's  Chapel  $ 
Hopewell 

Cape  Fear  Conference 
Smyrna 

Smyrna  Young  People 
Robert's  Grove 
Powhatan 
Wooten's  Chapel 
Bethel 

Cape  Fear  Union 
Totals 


25.00 

32.25 
450.85 
100.80 
$  608.90 


CENTRAL  CONFERENCE 
Reedy  Branch  Auxiliary 
Reedy  Branch 
Black  Jack  Auxiliary 
Total 


EASTERN  CONFERENCE 


Saints  Delight 
Snow  Hill 
Totals 


7.50 
7.50 


Second  Union 
Totals 


WESTERN  CONFERENCE 
$  30.00 


$  30.00 
MISCELLANEOUS 


Friends 

Interest  Earned 
Totals 

Total  Contributions     $  856.77 

Building  Fund  Disbursements 

Albemarle  No.  1  Cottage 

Renovation  $  4,921,53 

State  Cottage  10,797.35 


Total 

Disbursements 


$15,718.88 


Disbursements  in  Excess  of  Receipts 

Note:  As  you  can  see  from  the  above,  our  dis- 
bursements have  exceeded  our  contributions  by  $12, 
885.23  at  the  end  of  June,  1974!  At  the  time  of  this 
writing  another  $12,000  has  been  spent  in  July,  so 
you  can  see  that  we  need  your  contribution  to  pay 
the  bills  and  debts. 
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STORIES 

for  our  youth 


BATTER  UP! 

I  by  Sara  Branch 

HE  hot  burning  sun  shone  down 
on  the  dusty  baseball  diamond 
3  Umpire  Smith  yelled,  "Batter  up! 
fhose  team  is  first?"  The  Tiny 
bps  and  the  Good  Spirits  stood 
agerly  by  to  play  ball.  Their  rec- 
pational  fun  was  just  beginning  for 
le  season. 

Umpire  Smith  picked  up  a  bat 
bickly.  "How  about  having  the 
itchers  from  both  teams  come  for- 
ard,"  he  called  to  the  boys. 
"I  am  the  pitcher  for  the  Tiny 
ops, "  said  Bill. 

"I  am  the  pitcher  for  the  Good 
pirits,"  replied  Timmy. 
Umpire   Smith   gave  them  a  bat 
!>  decide  which  team  would  be  first; 
ence,    both  boys  shook  hands  and 
aid  together,   "May  the  best  team 
in."     Bill  placed  his  hand  at  the 
ottom  of  the  bat.     Timmy' s  hand 
rent  over  Bill's.     This  continued 
ntil  the  boys'  hands  reached  the 
Dp  of  the  bat. 
"Good   Spirits,    you   are   in  the 
eld   and   Tiny   Tops   you   are  at 
at,"    said   Umpire   Smith.  "We 
re  now  ready  to  play  ball." 
Jack,  who  was  a  tall,  thin  boy, 
ent  over  and  picked  up  a  bat  trying 
out  for  size.    He  gave  it  a  good 
wing  and  said,   "It's  fine.  Let's 
lay,  Good  Spirits;  I'm  ready."  Then 
e  walked  up  to  the  plate. 
Suddenly  Timmy  threw  the  ball. 
Strike  one!     Ball  one!    Ball  two! 
trike  two!"  yelled  Umpire  Smith. 

"Come  on,  Jack,"  yelled  h&steam- 
lates,  "don't  strike  out!" 

Immediately  there  was  a  cracking 
ound.    Jack  had  hit  the  ball  in  the 
ift   field.     He  ran  to  first  base. 
Sam,  who  was  a  fat  boy,  gripped 
ie  bat  next.    He  hit  the  first  ball 
lat  Timmy  threw.  This  placed  Sam 
n  first  base  and  Jack  went  to  second 
pase.    The  Tiny  Tops  seemed  to  be 
fijetting  excited.    They  had  to  score. 
I  Jerry  was  the  third  player  to  come 
b  bat.    He  was  a  red-haired,  quiet 


person.  He  pounded  a  hit  on  the 
second  pitch,  batting  the  ball  over 
the  fence.  This  made  his  team  have 
one  home  run  with  two  runs  batted 
in. 

The  score  was  the  Tiny  Tops  three 
and  the  Good  Spirits  nothing. 

Howard's  turn  at  bat  proved  to  be 
a  different  story  for  his  team.  He 
was  a  smart,  very  intelligent  boy  who 
wore  glasses  and  could  tell  you  all 
about  baseball,  but  he  wasn't  a  very 
good  player;  consequently,  he  struck 
out.  This  was  followed  with  two  more 
outs,  thus  retiring  the  team. 

Now  it  was  time  for  the  Good  Spirits 
to  come  to  bat.  Timmy  batted  first 
and  went  to  first  base  with  a  hit. 

Stevie  batted  second  and  got  atwo- 
bagger,    sending   Timmy   to  third. 

Johnny  came  to  bat  next  and  struck 
out;  so  did  Eddie.  However,  when 
Danny  came  to  bat  he  sent  a  ball 
over  the  left  fence  whiqh  tied  the 
score  three  to  three. 

Then  when  Brad  came  to  bat  he 
struck  out  and  retired  the  Good 
Spirits,  thus  ending  the  first  inning. 

The  game  went  on  and  on  until 
the  last  inning.  The  teams  had 
worked  hard  and  the  score  was  tied. 
"I  wonder  who  is  going  to  win," 
thought  each  player  to  himself;  but 
each  player  knew  that  the  best  team 
would  win.  Each  player  of  the  teams 
seemed  to  be  getting  overanxious  for 
the  game  to  end  as  they  were  getting 
tired.  Suddenly  each  team  re- 
membered what  playing  ball  meant  to 
them,  as  the  Good  Spirits  always 
played  in  good  spirit  with  a  happy 
outlook.  This  caused  each  team  not 
to  lose  its  temper. 

Finally,  Tommy  of  the  Tiny  Tops 
team,  came  forward  to  bat.  Tommy 
was  a  tiny,  dark -haired  boy.  He  was 
oftentimes  laughed  at  by  his  team- 
mates who  envied  him.  But  today  they 
all  seemed  to  love  him  as  they  yelled, 
"Go  Tiny  Tommy.  You  can  do  it. 
You  can  make  us  win." 

"I'll  try,"  called  Tommy  back  to 
them.  He  knew  his  size  had  an  ad- 
vantage for  him.  It  caused  him  to 
run  faster  than  his  teammates. 


"Strike,"    yelled   Umpire  Smith. 

The  ball  seemed  the  fly  passed 
the  heads  of  the  Good  Spirits.  Tiny 
Tommy  had  hit  the  winning  ball.  He 
had  made  the  Tiny  Tops  win 
because  of  his  home  run.  His  team- 
mates didn't  laugh  at  him  this  time, 
but  as  a  result  of  his  winning  play, 
they  carried  him  on  their  shoulders. 
Tiny  Tommy  was  their  hero.  He 
won  the  game  for  them. 

The  Good  Spirits  team  congratu- 
lated the  Tiny  Tops  for  playing  such 
a  good  game. 

"Timmy,  your  team  has  good 
spirits  which  shows  good  sportsman- 
ship even  if  you  lost,"  said  Bill. 
"You  sure  live  up  to  your  name." 

"Thanks,"  said  Timmy,  "but 
sometimes  we  are  tempted  to  play 
unfairly.  We  hope  to  play  you  guys 
again  real  soon.  Maybe  we  will  win 
next  time.  I  think  we  need  more 
practice. " 

"Did  you  know  God  is  happy  to 
see  little  boys  play  as  you  did  to- 
day? Keep  up  that  good  attitude 
and  you  can  go  forward  throughout 
life,"  said  Umpire  Smith. 

"We  enjoyed  having  you  as  our 
umpire,"  replied  TinyTommy.  "I'm 
glad  that  we  are  happy  boys  and  that 
God  is  happy  with  us  because  we 
played  fairly  today." 

All  the  boys  could  hardly  wait  to 
play  ball  together  again  when  Um- 
pire Smith  would  yell,  "Batter  up! 
Let's  play  ball! ' ' 


Sunday  School  Lesson 

(Continued  from  Page  6) 
A  college  student  prayed,  "Jesus,  I 
invite  you  to  come  into  my  life  and 
take  control.  Make  us  the  kind  of 
person  you  want  me  to  be."  Later 
that  young  man  could  testify,  "As 
Jesus  lives  in  me,  I  am  able  to  see 
qualities  in  others  that  I've  never 
seen  before.  As  I  become  more 
committed  to  Christ,  He  enables  me 
to  love  and  accept  others.  The  only 
way  to  change  things  is  to  change  the 
way  we  are,  and  the  only  way  to 
do  that  is  to  turn  to  Jesus  Christ.  "- 
David  McCarthy. 

BOOKSTORE 

HOURS 

***** 

*  The  Ayden  Bible  and  Bookstore, 

*  located  at  the  Free  Will  Baptist 

*  Press  Foundation,  Inc.,  811  North 

*  Lee  Street,  Ayden,  North  Caro- 

*  lina,    observes    the  following 

*  hours: 

*  Monday-Friday-8:30  a.m.  to  5 

p.m. 

*  Saturday— 9  a.m.  to  5  p.m. 
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Joseph  Ingram 
Director-  Treasurer 


MISSIONS 


HENDERSON  MISSION 
BREAKS  GROUND 


The  Henderson  Free  Will  Baptist 

Mission  is  already  underway  in  build- 
ing a  30  by  70  feet  basement  com- 
plex on  their  beautiful  nine-acre 
plot  of  ground  for  the  purpose  of 
Sunday  school  and  worship  services. 
The  structure  is  designed  so  that 
the  sanctuary  and  additional  rooms 
can  be  added  in  the  future.  The  con- 
tractor for  this  mission  building 
is  a  member  of  the  Home  Mission 
Board,  the  Rev.  Grayson  Spencer. 
Mr.  Spencer  is  making  a  large  con- 
tribution toward  constructing  the 
building. 

The  Slaughter  family  who  started 
this  mission  moved  to  Henderson 
from  Durham  where  they  were  mem- 
bers of  the  Sherron  Acres  Free  Will 
Baptist  Church.  The  Sherron  Acres 
church  is  serving  as  the  mother 
church.  Stanley  Slaughter  is  the 
director -pastor. 

Home  missions  need  your  prayer- 
ful and  financial  support.  Send  all 
contributions  to  the  Rev.  Taylor  Hill, 
Director-Treasurer,  1207  Arsenal 
Avenue,  Fayetteville,  North  Carolina 
28305. 


REPORT  ON  EASTWOOD 
MISSION 


ATTENTION,  PLEASE! 

The  Home  Mission  Department 
is  in  desperate  need  of  your 
prayers  and  financial  support. 
The  department  is  supporting 
missions  in  Fayetteville,  Hope 
Mills,  Henderson,  West  Hills- 
borough, and  Charlotte. 

The  North  Carolina  State  Con- 
vention of  Original  Free  Will 
Baptists,  Home  Missions  De- 
partment, is  under  the  direction 
of  the  Rev.  Taylor  Hill, 
Secretary -Treasurer,  1207 
Arsenal  Avenue,  Fayetteville, 
North  Carolina  28305. 


Mission  of  Fayetteville,  held  its 
first  vacation  Bible  school  the  week 
of  July  8-12,  with  the  high  attendance 
of  33.  This  was  very  good  con- 
sidering that  the  mission  has  only 
been  in  operation  six  weeks,  and 
souls  are  already  being  saved. 

The  mission  is  being  sponsored  by 
the  Eastwood  Free  Will  Baptist 
Church  of  Fayetteville  and  is  directed 
by  Alton  Howard,  under  the  auspices 
of  the  Home  Missions  Department 
of  the  North  Carolina  State  Con- 
vention of  Original  Free  Will  Bap- 
tists. 


HILLSBOROUGH  MISSION 
REPORTS  PROGRESS 


The  Eastwood  Free  Will  Baptist 


The  work  at  the  West  Hillsborough 
Free  Will  Baptist  Mission  is  pro- 
gressing. The  Lord  is  really  working 
in  behalf  of  the  mission  in  many 
ways.  The  Rev.  Grayson  Spencer, 
who  is  director -pastor  of  the 
mission,  is  living  at  Henderson 
where  he  is  contractor  for  the  work 
there,  but  he  spends  his  weekends 


with  the  Hillsborough  mission.  Hi 
states  that  "the  first  coat  of  pain 
has  been  put  on  the  Hillsborougl 
mission  and  that  rest  rooms  are 
being  installed. 

He  also  states  that  the  basemen 
floor  of  the  Henderson  mission  haj 
been  poured  and  the  blocks  arebein^ 
laid.  The  work  at  Henderson  shouk 
be  completed  within  six  weeks.  The 
Wachovia  Bank  and  Trust  Companj 
has  advanced  the  money  for  this  proj 
ect  and  the  mission  is  paying  as 
the  building  is  being  built.  The 
mission  should  get  some  moral  sup- 
port from  this.  Mr.  Spencer  states 
that  he  is  enjoying  being  with  ano 
working  with  the  Slaughters  as 
brothers  and  sisters  in  Christ. 


MOBILE  UNIT  PURCHASE! 
FOR  HOME  MISSIONS 
WORK 


Partial  payment  was  made  to  the 
Ben-Don  Sales,  Inc.  of  Tarboro,  for 
a  used  mobile  unit  to  be  used  ill 
home  missions  work  with  the  intent 
of  being  able  to  move  it  on  any! 
new  mission  sight.  It  is  a  12  byi 
50  foot  unit  equipped  with  heat  and| 
air  condition  complete  with  footings! 
and  steps.  It  has  been  used approxi-! 
mately  one  year. 

The  unit  was  purcahsed  by  faith: 
on  a  60-day  contract  for  $3,000. 
The  Charlotte  mission  will  be  the; 
first  to  use  it,  providing  they  are? 
able  to  purchase  the  land  they  are; 
currently  negotiating  for.  The  mis- 
sion is  now  meeting  in  the  home  of 
one  of  the  members,  Mr.  Clayton 
Everette,  who  has  moved  to  Charlotte 
from  the  Aspen  Grove  community 
near  Fountain. 

Please  send  all  contributions  for 
home  missions  to  the  Rev.  Taylor 
Hill,  Secretary -Treasurer,  1207 Ar- 
senal Avenue,  Fayetteville,  North 
Carolina  28305. 

(Continued  on  Page  14) 

MORE  THAN  A  NEW  COAT 

"Socialism,"  declared  a  street 
orator,  "can  put  a  new  coat  on  a 
man!"  "Jesus  Christ,"  cried  a 
voice  in  the  crowd,  "can  put  a  new 
man  in  the  coat,  and  that  is  better 
still! '  -Onward. 
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The  Shepherds 

"And  there  were  in  the  same 
ountry  shepherds  abiding  in  the 
eld,  keeping  watch  over  their  flock 
y  night"  (Luke  2:8). 

Can  you  picture  yourself  out  on  a 
jnely  hillside  tending  sheep?  You 
re  away  from  home  and  family, 
ity  traffic,  stereo,  television,  radio, 
nd  electric  lights.  The  campfire 
hows  a  circle  of  faces,  bronzed  by 
ears  of  braving  the  outside  ele- 
lents. 

You  and  the  other  shepherds  talk 
uietly,  and  sometimes  not  so  quietly, 
bout  world  problems,  politics,  and 
peal  gossip.  An  orchestra  of 
rickets  are  singing  their  night 
horus,  the  deep  contraltos  trying 
?  outdo  the  sopranos.  You  hear  the 
leat  of  a  little  lamb  and  the  rustle 
5  the  mother  quiets  him.  Your 
ars ,  extremely  attuned  to  these  night 
ounds,  pick  up  the  howl  of  a  wolf 
n  another  hill.  All  your  senses 
ristle  to  attention  and  you  know  be- 
>re  the  night  is  gone,  he  may 
enture  to  your  hill  and  become  a 
ireat  to  one  of  your  precious  sheep. 

Suddenly,  you  notice,  as  if  on  cue, 
le  crickets  have  ended  their  song, 
'he  breathing  of  the  sheep  has 
ecome  so  gentle  you  wonder  if  they 
re  alive.  Around  the  campfire  a 
[ush  falls  as  a  sentence  is  snapped 
n  the  middle.  You  feel  the  world 
3   suspended   in  time  and  space. 

The  sky  opens.  A  creature  appears 
bove  you.  It  doesn't  look  human, 
or  does  it  look  animal -like.  You've 
ever  seen  anything  like  it  before, 
in  iridescent  glow  surrounds  it  as 
;  comes  toward  you  singing  in  a  loud 
oice.  What  would  you  do? 

"And,  lo,  the  angel  of  the  Lord 
ame  upon  them,  .  .  .  and  they  were 
ore  afraid"  (Luke  2:9). 

These  weren't  supernatural  people 
ending  sheep.  They  were  real, 
ardworking,  physical  men.  In  their 
own-to- earth  occupation,  they  were 
sed  to  the  natural,  physical  order  of 
dnds,  storms,  sunshine,  heat,  and 
old.  They  weren't  dreamers  used 
a  seeing  angels  everyday! 

Don't  you  imagine,  had  you  been  on 
hat  lonely  hillside  that  night,  that 
'sore  afraid"  would  most  definitely 
lave  meant  flat  scared!  The  only 
hing  that  would  have  kept  me  around 
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to  hear  the  message  would  have 
been  my  jelly  legs. 

This  isn't  a  fairy  story  with  make- 
believe  people.  It  is  an  actual 
account  of  a  real  life  happening  to 
real  live  people. 

The  Bible  is  alive! 


In  AAemoriam 

MR.    ARTHUR  R.  SPIKES 

This  in  memoriam  is  written  in 
loving  memory  of  Mr.  Arthur  R. 
Spikes  of  Farmville,  who  passed 
away  on  April  20,  1974. 

God  saw  fit  to  take  you  home 
Where  sin  and  pain  no  longer  roam. 
We   all   loved   you   so  very  dear, 
And  still  yearn  to  have  you  near. 

We    know   that   you    loved    us  too, 
But  God  had  better  plans  for  you. 
You  will  always  be  in  our  memory 
Til  someday  together  we  will  be. 

Respectfully  submitted. 
Wife  and  Daughter 
Laura  and  Linda 


THE    REV.    JAMES    W.  PITTMAN 

This  in  memoriam  was  written  in 
loving  memory  of  the  Rev.  James 
W.  Pittman  who  passed  away  a  little 
over  a  year  ago  on  June  14,  1973. 

Just    one    year    ago   you  left  your 

earthly  fold, 
But  now  we  know  you're  on  those 

streets  of  gold. 
Oh'    how  we  miss  your  loving  hands 

and  smiling  face; 
Soon  God  will  say  to  us,  "My  child. 

you  have  won  the  race." 

God  had  a  purpose  for  taking  you 

home  with  Him- 
In  heaven  everthing  is  bright,  never 

dim. 

As    each   hour   passes  our  hearts 

are  filled  with  sadness: 
We  long  to  join  you  where  there  will 

only  be  gladness. 

While  here  on  earth  you  knew  so  much 
pain. 

But  there  in  heaven  you  have  so  much 
to  gain. 

Dad.  you  have  always  been  so  special 
to  us  all. 

So  we'll  just  wait  each  day  for  God  to 
call. 

There's  going  to  be  a  big  home- 
coming in  the  sky, 

As  the  angels  sing  so  sweetly  on 
high. 

There  will  be  no  tears-they'll  all 

be  wiped  away; 
So  Dad.   we  love  you  and  will  join 
you  on  that  day 

Respectfully  submitted. 

The  James  W.  Pittman  Family 


Churches  and  Ministers 
Available 

(Note:  This  column  is  provided,  when 
needed,  for  any  church  that  is  seeking  a 
pastor  and  for  any  minister  who  is  seeking 
a  church  to  serve  and  would  like  to  give 
such  notice.  Please  send  the  necessary  in- 
formation to  the  editor  of  "The  Free  Will 
Baptist."  Each  notice  will  run  for  two  is- 
sues only. ) 


The  Rev.  Cooper  P.  Thompson 
announces  that  he  is  available  for 
pastoral  work  and  revival  services. 
Any  church  desiring  his  services  may 
contact  him  by  writing  Route  2, 
Four  Oaks,  North  Carolina  27524; 
telephone  894-4242  at  night. 


The  Rev.  H.  M.  Minchew  has  re- 
signed the  pastorate  of  Mount  Cal- 
vary Free  Will  Baptist  Church  of 
the  Rockfish  Conference  and  is  avail- 
able for  full-time  or  part-time  pas- 
toral services  or  supply  work.  Any 
church  interested  in  his  services 
may  contact  him  at  Route  1,  Kenly, 
North  Carolina  27542;  telephone, 
Fremont  242-5625.  . 


The  Unity  Free  Will  Baptist  Church 
located  on  Pervis  Road  in  Durham 
is  in  need  of  a  full-time  pastor. 
Any  minister,  under  the  leadership 
of  God,  who  would  be  interested  in 
serving  this  church,  may  obtain  fur- 
ther information  by  contacting  Mr. 
D.  H.  Bordeaux,  Route  5,  Box662-B, 
Patterson  Road,  Durham,  North 
Carolina  27704;  or  by  telephoning 
after  6  p.  m.,  688-9167. 


The  Rev.  Charlie  T.  Rice  Jr.  is 
available  for  full-time  or  part-time 
pastoral  services.  Any  church 
interested  in  his  services  may  con- 
tact him  by  writing  P.  O.  Box  445, 
New  Bern,  North  Carolina  28560,  or 
phoning  637-5775. 


Visitor  at  church  to  friend,  as 
collection  plate  approaches:  "Put 
that  back  into  your  pocket.  Bill: 
this  is  on  me. 


YOUNG  PEOPLE'S  BIBLE 
CONFERENCE 

Openings  are  still  available  for 
campers  to  attend  the  Young  Peo- 
ple's Bible  Conference  at  Cragmont 
Assembly,  Black  Mountain,  the  week 
of  August  5-10.  Those  interested 
are  to  contact  the  Rev.  J.  B.  Starnes. 
registrar.  Route  3,  Box  123,  New- 
port, North  Carolina  28570. 
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(Continued  from  Page  12) 

Report  of  Victory 
Mission 


Greetings  from  one  of  your  home 
missions,  the  Victory  Free  Will 
Baptist  Mission,  Hope  Mills.  I 
thought  you  might  be  interested  in  an 
"on  the  inside  report." 

Although  Victory  mission  is  small 
in  number,  we  have  felt  the  warmth 
and  love  of  the  Holy  Spirit  on  each 
visit  to  the  mission.  After  much 
prayer  Dan,  Martha,  and  I  have 
definitely  been  led  by  the  Lord  to 
unite  with  this  mission  instead  of 
seeking  an  established  church.  We 
have  moved  from  Crab  Point  in  More  - 
head  City  to  Cumberland,  making  this 
our  permanent  home  and  church  as 
Dan  has  retired  from  the  Coast 
Guard. 

On  June  9,  five  new  members 
joined  the  mission  (four  adults  and 
one  child).  Praise  the  Lord  for 
this!  The  vacation  Bible  school 
was  held  in  July.  What  a  challenge! 
Already,  with  the  Lord's  help,  ideas 
and  plans  are  flying  thick  and  fast. 
Being  inspired  by  the  Rev.  AlMarku- 
son,  our  pastor,  the  laymen  of  the 
mission  held  the  Wednesday  night 
prayer  services  while  he  attended 
the  Ministers'  Conference  at  Crag- 
mont  and  the  General  Conference  in 
South  Carolina. 

The  woman's  auxiliary  recently 
had  a  successful  candy  sale.  Plans 
are  now  being  made  to  sew  towels 
and  buy  offering  plates  with  some  of 
the  profit. 

What  a  thrill  it  was  to  greet  three 
fellow  Free  Will  Baptist  visitors 
from  Goldsboro  a  few  Sundays  ago. 
Victory  mission  extends  a  loving 
hand  of  welcome  to  all.  Please  come 
and  visit  us  and  see  how  your  prayers 


are  being  answered.  Also  see  how 
your  money  is  being  spent. 

Please  pray  and  pray  some  more 
for  each  home  mission  as  you  do 
for  our  foreign  mission  program. 
Almighty  God  will  honor  a  Chris- 
tian's prayer  when  it  is  in  His  will, 
and  I  feel  that  the  Victory  mission 
is  in  His  will  because  God  has  sent 
us  a  Bible-believing,  Bible-preach- 
ing man  in  Brother  Al. 

Remember  Christians,  if  you  are 
not  a  missionary,  then  you  are  a 
mission. 


Almost  everyone  likes  mixed 
greens-especially  fives,  tens,  and 
twenties. 


Questions  &  Answers 

(Continued  from  Page  5) 

unto  me:  It  is  good  for  a  man  not 
to  touch  a  woman"  (1  Corinthians  7: 
1);  "Ye  have  heard  that  it  was  said 
by  them  of  old  time,  Thou  shalt  not 
commit  adultery:  But  I  say  unto 
you,  That  whosoever  looketh  on  a 
woman  to  lust  after  her  hath  com- 
mitted adultery  with  her  already  in 
his  heart"  (Matthew  5:27,  28). 

God  made  us  in  His  own  image 
and  after  His  likeness,  with  the 
ability  and  responsibility  to  dominate 
the  fish  of  the  sea,  the  fowls  of  the 
air,  and  everything  that  moves  upon 
the  earth  but  prohibited  man  from 
touching  the  fruit  of  the  tree  of  good 
and  evil.  When  man  disobeyed  in 
this  he  forfeited  all  power  to  rule 
to  Satan.  God  hastened  to  make 
him  a  way  of  escape  through  the 
shedding  of  blood  of  an  innocent 
victim  in  His  prescribed  way.  Abel 
followed  God's  instructions  and  was 
accepted  of  God.  Cain  disobeyed  and 
was  rejected  and  continued  in  sin  as 
long  as  we  hear  or  read  anything 
about  him. 

So  now  all  who  are  disobedient  to 
God's  instructions  find  themselves 
in  the  evil  way  of  Cain.  All  who  are 
obedient  to  God's  Word  and  comply 
to  His  command,  like  Abel  and 
Stephen  of  Acts  7,  find  themselves 
being  hated  and  destroyed  by  the 
world,  the  enemy  of  God,  but  honor- 
ed by  Christ  Jesus  who  came  to  seek 
and  to  save  that  which  was  lost  and 
is  giving  an  universal  call.  "Come 
unto  me,  all  ye  that  labour  and  are 
heavy  laden,  and  I  will  give  you  rest. 
Take  my  yoke  upon  you,  and  learn 
of  me;  for  I  am  meek  and  lowly 
in  heart:  and  ye  shall  find  rest 
unto  your  souls.  For  my  yoke  is 
easy,  and  my  burden  is  light" 
(Matthew  11:28-30). 


A      CLOSE      LOOK  A 
ROMANS  12:1,  2 

(Continued  from  Page  3) 
renew  our  mind  by  regular  Bibi 
reading,  prayer,   and  fellowship 
a  local  church,  all  of  which  resu 
in  a  Spirit -filled  Christian  life. 

With  almost  every  command  in  tl 
Scriptures  there  is  also  a  promisJ 
Paul  has  beseeched  us  to  presei 
our  bodies  a  living  sacrifice  to  God 
be  not  conformed  or  molded  by  tl 
world,  but  rather  be  transformed 
Then  in  verse  two  we  find  Godl 
promise. 

If  we  practice  what  Paul  beseeche 
us  to  do,  we  will  "prove  what  i 
that  good,  and  acceptable,  and  perl 
feet  will  of  God."  This  is  a  powerl 
ful  promise  that  deserves  carefi 
consideration  .  God  here  promise' 
that  if  we,  as  Christians,  give  our 
selves  wholly  to  Him,  that  His  pla 
will  be  activated  in  our  lives.  It 
probably  in  the  back  of  our  mine! 
that  if  we  make  this  kind  of  com 
mitment  to  God's  way  of  life,  wl 
will  become  dull,  unhappy  servants  c 
a  God  who  will  want  us  to  give  al 
our  money  to  the  poor  and  keep  ou 
heads  stuck  in  a  Bible  all  day.  A' 
a  young  person  I  felt  that  this  kin 
of  commitment  would  most  assuredl 
result  in  my  becoming  a  preacher  o^ 
a  missionary  in  some  faraway  land 

But  we  must  take  a  closer,  mon 
careful  look  at  the  three  words  Paa 
uses  to  describe  God's  will.  God' 
will  for  our  life,  whether  it  b] 
preaching  or  farming,  will  be  th< 
good,  acceptable,  and  perfect  thing 
It  will  be  acceptable  to  God  and  t( 
us.  And,  if  that's  not  enough,  Paul 
says  that  it  will  be  perfect  for  us 
It  will  be  the  best  thing  that  coul 
happen  to  us;  the  thing  that  will  satl 
isfy  us  the  most.  One  reason  Gocj 
became  flesh  was  so  we  might  have 
abundant  life  (see  John  10:10).  So 
no  matter  how  tough  life  seems,  ii 
we  present  ourselves  wholly  to  Godl 
His  will  shall  be  done  in  our  lives! 
which  He  promises  is  the  best  thing! 
that  could  happen.  On  the  other! 
hand,  if  we  as  Christians  do  not 
put  God  first  and  wholly  commit 
ourselves  to  Him,  we  may  miss 
out  on  His  will  for  our  lives. 

In  these  two  verses  God  is  tell- 
ing us  something  He  wants  us  to  do; 
yet,  this  passage  does  not  deal  with 
specifics.  Nowhere  in  these  verses 
does  Paul  say  read  your  Bible, 
pray,  or  witness. 

These  basic  things  which  should 
characterize  the  life  of  every  Chris- 
tian are  taught  and  implied  through- 
out the  Scriptures,  so  why  in  this 
passage  calling  for  a  total  commit - 

(Continued  on  Page  15) 
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HI  I  Close  Look  At  Romans 
2:  1,  2 

(Continued  from  Page  14) 

j^nent  to  God,  does  not  Paul  deal 
yVith  these  things? 

In  this  and  other  similar  passages, 
t  is  taken  for  granted  that  the 
^  Christian  should  read  his  Bible, 
J  ray,  and  witness.  And  I  think 
.J  lost  Christians  today  know  we  should 
;0(  o  these  things.  So  the  problem 
(joes  deeper  than  just  knowing  what 
J  'e  should  do. 

The  reason  many  Christians  are 
bt   doing   these  things  has  to  do 
l^'ith  our  wills.    We  have  accepted 
j^irist    as    personal    Saviour,  but 
er  omewhere  along  the  Christian  life, 
er  re  have  left  our  first  love.  We  have 
llowed  the  world  to  mold  and  shape 
sejs  and  our  desires.  In  short,  we  have 
^gain  become  the  boss  of  our  life, 
J  oing  what  we  want  rather  than  what 
I  lod  wants.   This  is  why  many  Chris- 
ans   and  many  churches  are  not 
egularly   feeding  on  God's  Word, 
raying,  and  winning  souls  into  the 
ingdom.    This  is  the  problem  Paul 
|  5  speaking  of  in  Romans  12:1,  2. 
M  God  is  telling  us  that  our  whole 
^bdy,  our  time,  money,  efforts,  de- 
sires,   gifts-our   very  wills,  must 
|  3  submitted  to  Christ.    We  must 

0  3  willing  to  do  what  our  Father 
ants  us  to  do,  and  not  what  we 

1  ant  to  do.  After  we  make  this 
u  ind  of  commitment  to  God's  way 
j  f  life,  we  may  find  ourselves  at  the 

i  ame  job,  doing  many  of  the  things 
l!  re  used  to  do,  but  our  attitudes  will 
s  different.  We  will  be  doing  things 
bw  because  we  feel  it  is  God's 
ill  rather  than  our  own.  Most 
^finitely,  we  will  be  reading  our 
$ibles  regularly,  praying  to  God,  and 
J  elling  others  how  and  encouraging 
hem  to  accept  Jesus  Christ  as 
heir  personal  Saviour.  These  are 
hings  that  God,  throughout  the  Scrip- 
ures,  and  especially  the  NewTesta- 
nent,  has  already  said  is  His  will 
or  every  Christian  life. 

So  God  is  telling  us  that  our 
/hole  selves  must  be  submitted  to 
limself.  If  we  have  this  kind  of 
ttitude  toward  our  Father,  then 
aily  Bible  reading,  prayer,  wit- 
essing,  and  being  a  faithful  church 
/orker  will  come.  But  these  things 
all  not  come  as  long  as  we  are  in 
ontrol  of  ourselves,  doing  what  we 
/ant,  and  satisfying  our  own  fleshly 
esires. 

The  kind  of  commitment  that  Paul 
escribes  in  Romans  12:1,  2  means 
etting  up  out  of  our  rocking  chairs, 
t  means  some  time,  some  effort, 
nd  some  work.  It  takes  willpower 
nd  comes  only  when  we  decide  for 

Burselves  to  put  God  first  in  our 

Wives. 


There's  a  lot  more  to  the  Chris- 
tian life  than  attending  three  ser- 
vices a  week  and  putting  a  $20  bill 
in  the  offering  plate  every  Sunday. 
God  has  many  more  blessings  to 
give  us. 

Mount  Olive  News 

(Continued  from  Page  7) 

portunity  to  turn  the  cold  spots 
to  the  fire's  warmth. 

"Ma"  Massey  served  as  cook  and 
housekeeper,  and  hers  was  the  most 
difficult  job  of  all.  She  could  serve 
only  that  which  was  provided  her  for 
the  purpose,  and  all  too  frequently 
that  turned  out  to  be  chicken  noodle 
soup.  I  have  never  been  overly 
fond  of  this  dish,  and  I  can  truth- 
fully say  that  I  became  much  less 
fond  of  it  before  my  stay  at  Crag- 
mont  on  that  occasion  was  finished. 
I  have  not  tasted  of  it  since  my  de- 
parture, and  if  the  Lord  will  continue 
to  bless  me  to  that  degree  that  will 
keep  me  from  the  very  brink  of 
starvation,  I  will  restrain  from  its 
consumption  the  rest  of  my  days. 

These  were  difficult  days;  but 
with  God's  help,  the  help  of  dedicated 
men  like  Brother  Vernon,  and  the 
desire  of  eight  students  who  sought 
to  broaden  their  horizons,  the  first 
school  year  was  completed. 

Today,  as  I  look  back  at  the  pos- 
sibilities that  Mount  Allen  seemed 
to  offer  and  compare  what  it  actually 
was  at  that  time  to  what  our  people 
have  at  Mount  Olive  today,  I  am 
moved  to  try  to  paraphrase  a  won- 
derful expression  on  another  subject 
by  the  great  English  novelist  and  poet , 
Thomas  Hardy: 

No   prelude   did   I   there  perceive 

Of  greatness  of  all, 
Or    foreshadow    what    time  would 
weave 

From  beginnings  so  small.  .  .  . 
The  scale  could  have  so  easily  been 
turned 

Against  it  by  a  feather; 
But  we,  by  working  with  God, 

Have   accomplished   it  together. 

(Mr.  Chandler  was  a  member  of 
the  faculty  of  Mount  Allen  College 
during  its  operation  at  Cragmont  As- 
sembly in  1952-53.) 

(Continued  on  Page  16) 
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(Continued  from  Page  9) 
of   Morehead    City   is  the  visiting 
evangelist.     Services  will  continue 
each  evening  at  8  o'clock  through 
Saturday,  July  27. 

On  Sunday,  July  28,  the  Oriental 
church  will  observe  its  annual  home- 
coming. The  public  is  cordially  in- 
vited to  attend  and  enjoy  a  day  of 
Christian   fellowship   and  worship. 


Pastor  Appreciation  Day 
At  Calvary  Church 


The  members  of  Calvary  Free 
Will  Baptist  Church  of  Wilson  ob- 
served "Pastor  Appreciation  Day" 
Sunday,  July  14.  Upon  their  arrival 
at  the  church,  the  pastor,  the  Rev. 
Dewey  Boling,  was  presented  a  red 
rose  boutonniere,  and  Mrs.  Boling 
a  corsage  of  red  roses. 

Mr.  Dan  Godwin  was  in  charge 
of  the  regular  morning  worship  ser- 
vice. During  the  service  Mr.  Hugh 
Harrell  sang  two  solos:  the  favorite 
song  of  Mrs.  Boling,  "If  That  Isn't 
Love,"  and  the  favorite  of  Mr.  Boling, 
"Most  of  All."  Mrs.  Florence  Tay- 
lor did  a  presentation  of  "This  Is 
Your  Life"  to  Mr.  Boling.  She  out- 
lined the  important  events  from  Mr. 
Boling's  life  from  birth  through  his 
present  ministry  at  Calvary  church. 
She  then  presented  him  with  a  scrap- 
book  that  was  made  by  his  daughter 
and  Mrs.  Boling.  Mrs.  Taylor  also 
read  some  poems  which  were  written 
by  Mrs.  and  Mrs.  Boling's  son  and 
daughter. 

Mrs.  Barbara  Pittman  presented 
the  Bolings  with  a  travel  brochure 
which  described  a  trip  to  the  Holy 
Land  that  is  being  given  to  them  by 
the  church  members.  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Boling  will  be  leaving  October  20 
for  a  nine-day  tour  of  the  Holy  Land. 
A  special  offering  of  $500  was  re- 
ceived which  is  to  help  finance  the 
trip.  Previous  projects  have  been 
held  to  raise  the  remainder  of  the 
expenses  of  the  trip. 

Mr.  Godwin  introduced  the  guest 
speaker  for  the  occasion,  the  Rev. 
E.  C.  Morris.  Mr.  Morris,  an  un- 
cle of  Mr.  Boling,  will  begin  his 
sixtieth  year  in  the  ministry  in 
October.  Special  music  was  ren- 
dered by  Mrs.  Joyce  Beaman  and 
(Continued  on  Page  16) 
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(Continued  from  Page  15) 
Mrs.  Peggy  Gay  of  the  Spring  Branch 
Free  Will  Baptist  Church  of  Wal- 
stonburg. 

At  the  close  of  the  service  a  pic- 
nic lunch  was  held  on  the  church 
grounds. 


Youth  Weekend  Revival 
At  Kenly  Church 

The  youth  of  Kenly,  North  Caro- 
lina, Free  Will  Baptist  Church  will 
sponsor  a  weekend  revival  July  25, 
26,  27,  with  the  Rev.  Marvin  Waters 
as  the  evangelist.  Services  will 
begin  each  evening  at  7:30,  with  the 
public  cordially  invited  to  attend.  On 
Friday  night  special  music  will  be 
rendered  by  "The  Free  Spirit  Sing- 
ers' '  of  Kinston. 


NOTICE 

When  sending  pictures  to  be  used  with 
articles  for  publication,  please  send  only 
sharp  black  and  white  prints.  Color 
snapshots  do  not  reproduce  well.  Also, 
please  do  not  request  the  return  of  pic- 
tures unless  accompanied  by  a  self-ad- 
dressed, stamped  envelope.   Thank  you. 

The  Editor 
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PRINTING  NEEDS 
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F.  W.  B.  PRESS 
81 1  N.  Lee  St  -P  0.  Box  158 
Ayden.  V  C  28513 
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MOUNT  OLIVE  NEWS 

(Continued  from  Page  15) 
MOUNT  OLIVE  COLLEGE  OFFERS 
SPECIAL  SERVICES  TO  FREE  WILL 
BAPTISTS 
Fall,  1974 

Night  Courses 

As  a  means  of  providing  educa- 
tional services  designed  to  meet  the 
special  needs  of  Free  Will  Baptists 
(both  laymen  and  ministers),  the 
following  on- campus  and  extension 
courses  will  be  offered  at  night.  The 
cost  for  each  course  is  only  $10 
and  they  may  be  taken  for  college 
credit  or  audited.  Additional  in- 
formation on  the  courses  and  other 
denominational  services  may  be  ob- 
tained by  contacting  the  Rev.  Frank 
Harrison,  college  chaplain;  Phones: 
College  658-2502;  home  658-9363. 

Preaching  and  Pastoral  Care 
taught  by  the  Rev.  Frank  Harrison. 
The  course  is  a  study  of  the  nature 
and  purpose  of  preaching  as  it  relates 
to  human  need  and  it  will  include 
sermon  preparation  and  delivery. 
Registration  and  first  class:  Monday, 
September  9,  7  p.  m.,  Henderson 
Building,  Room  115. 

Hebrew  Prophets  taught  by  the  Rev. 
Sheldon  Howard.  The  course  is  a 
study  of  the  Old  Testament  prophets, 
their  message,  and  its  meaning  for 
our  world  today.  An  excellent  course 
for  both  laymen  and  ministers. 
Registration  and  first  class:  Thurs- 
day, September  5,  7  p.  m.,  Hender- 
son Building,  Room  115. 

Introduction  to  the  Old  Testament 
taught  by  Dr.  Michael  Pelt.  The 
course  is  an  introduction  to  the  Old 
Testament  and  its  meaning  to  the 
Christian  faith  in  our  time.  Rec- 
ommended for  Sunday  school 
teachers,  layman,  and  ministers. 
Registration  and  first  class:  Tues- 
day, September  3,  Saint  Mary's 
Church,  New  Bern. 

Fall  Semester 
The  fall  semester  for  regular  stu- 
dents begins  Tuesday,  September  3. 
Although  applications  are  twenty 
percent  ahead  of  last  year,  interested 
students  still  have  time  to  apply  and 
financial  aid  is  available  to  cover  the 
full  need  of  any  qualified  student. 
Application  forms  and  additional  in- 
formation may  be  obtained  from  Mr. 
Russell  Duncan,  director  of  admis- 
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sions;  Phones:  College  658-25C 
home  658-5486. 

Scholarship  for  the  Minister's  Wi 

The  wife  of  an  ordained  or  licensi 
minister  will  be  provided  a  full  tu 
tion  scholarship  for  all  courses,  e: 
cept  private  music  lessons,  atMou 
Olive  College.  The  only  charge 
a  registration  fee  of  $10  per  coun 
plus  books.  Any  number  of  course 
may  be  taken. 
Ministers'  Institute,  August  5-8 

Mount  Olive  College  will  sen 
as  host  to  the  Ministers'  Institui 
which  will  have  as  its  theme,  "Pas 
toral  Care  of  the  Bereaved."  Th 
institute  is  sponsored  by  the  Nort 
Carolina  Ministerial  Association  an 
information  may  be  obtained  from  th 
Rev.  Ralph  Sumner,  Bridgeton  Nort 
Carolina  28519. 


Unmitigated  Truth 

(Continued  from  Page  8) 
process  of  preparing  a  place  for  m 
and  everyone  who  believes  and  come 
to  know  salvation.  This  salvatio 
is  offered  to  you.  It  is  free, 
costs  you  nothing,  but  you  will  b 
glad  to  give  everything  to  keep  ii 
This  fact  means  that  you  will  liv 
for  Christ  at  any  cost.  God  help 
us  to  be  dedicated,  saved  Christians 
willing  to  sacrifice  all  we  have  t 
glorify  the  precious  name  of  Jesus 
We  need  also  to  tell  everybod: 
how  great  is  the  love  of  Jesu 
and  what  a  wonderful  Saviour  Heist 
us.  | 


WHY  IS  IT  .  .  .  I 

That  people  can  go  to  their  table; 

but  not  the  Lord's  table? 
That  people  can  go  to  work  in  th 

rain,  but  not  to  church? 
That  people  go  to  the  doctor,  bi 

not  to  the  great  Physician? 
That  people  have  time  to  read  th 

newspaper,  but  not  the  Bible 
That  people  will  obey  the  evil  laws 

but  not  the  laws  of  Christ 
That  people  will  talk  to  their  dogs 

but  not  to  God? 
That  people  will  listen  to  gossip 

but  not  to  the  gospel? 
That    people   will  invite  others  tl 

clubs  and  other  meetings,  bu 

not  to  church? 
That  people  will  prepare  for  an  over 

night  trip,  but  fail  to  prepar 

for  eternity?-Copied. 
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Uh  tkti  mud :  Real  and  Pieuda- 


DAILY  CRUCIFIXION?  GLORY  IN  IT! 

The  real  Christian  is  crucified  daily.  One  could  very  well  ask:  "How 
can  one  be  a  Christian  without  being  a  real  one,  and  why  should  a  Chris - 
tain  be  crucified  when  Christ  himself  suffered  that  fate  for  all  mankind?" 
The  answer  is  so  simple  that  the  question  seems  ridiculous;  yet,  all  of 
us-even  the  most  learned  of  our  number-have  at  sometime  in  our  experience 
recognized  the  reality  of  the  initial  statement  and  have  pondered  within 
ourselves  the  "Why?" 

To  clarify  a  possibly  misunderstood  point,  let  us  hasten  here  to  explain 
why  "Christian"  was  qualified  with  the  word  "real. "  There  is  a  nominal 
Christian  (one  who  calls  himself  by  the  name  and  carries  his  banner  high 
but  who  has  never  received  the  cleansing  of  Christ),  and  there  is  the 
genuine  Christian  (one  who  has  indeed  accepted  Christ  as  his  Saviour  from 
sin  and  who  has  consecrated  himself-and  his  all-to  the  heavenly  Father). 
Thus,  we  can  readily  see  that  all  "Christians' '  are  not  the  real  thing. 

Whether  they  be  the  real  thing  or  not,  professors  of  Christianity  betray 
themselves  in  every  manner  of  living.  The  word  "betray"  may  be  a  ques- 
tionable term  to  use-especially  in  reference  to  the  genuine  Christian; 
yet,  "betray"  means,  in  one  important  sense,  to  reveal  unintentionally- 
and  certainly  the  false  or  pseudo- Christian,  without  meaning  to  do  so,  fre- 
quently discloses  his  hypocrisy  and  is  left  without  a  veil  to  hide  behind.  .  .  . 

The  real  Christian,  therefore,  finds  himself  in  the  same  dilemma.  He 
cannot  help  but  follow  godly  injunctions  to  the  betterment  of  himself  and  of 
those  with  whom  he  has  contact.  He  cannot  help  but  "betray"  or  reveal 
the  fact  that  Christ  lives  in  him.  Make  no  mistake  about  it:  The  Chris- 
tian will  not  betray  his  Lord,  but  he  will  betray  himself  to  the  world  as 
a  follower  of  Christ.  As  Peter's  voice  betrayed  him,  so  will  the  Chris- 
tian's mode  of  living  betray  him.  This  type  of  betrayal  is  the  only  favorable 
kind,  and  more  of  us  should  be  so  accused  and  found  guilty!  Just  as  tear- 
ful eyes  often  betray  (make  known)  hidden  sorrow,  so  does  active  com- 
passion betray  a  kind  heart.  .  .  . 

Now,  where  does  the  crucifixion  take  place?  Everywhere!  The  Chris- 
tian is  herded  into  the  arena  daily-thrown  to  the  lions,  if  you  will-unless 
he  conforms  to  the  world.  The  Christian  suffers  belittlement,  is  scorned 
by  scholarly  men  who  find  his  ideas  foreign  or  seemingly  foolish,  is 
derogated  by  his  associates  who  consider  his  method  or  pattern  of  living 
absurd,  is  faced  with  raised  eyebrows,  is  subjected  to  backstabbings; 
and  yes,  is  forced  to  bear  the  cross  of  misunderstanding,  cynicism,  and 
deprecation,  until  he  is  hung  upon  it.  Though  the  Christian  may  not 
agonize  physically  as  a  consequence  of  his  following  Christ,  he  will 
nonetheless  suffer  emotional  crucifixion-but  praise  be!  He  promised 
never  to  leave  His  followers  comfortless,  and  He  taught  that  when  man- 
kind accuses  and  abuses,  the  Christian  will  know  that  Christ  is  seen  in 
him!  Further,  He  said  that  the  godly  would  suffer  persecution  because  of 
Him  and  that  their  allegiance  to  Him  would  result  in  numerous  attacks 
from  the  evil  one  and  his  adherents.  Persuasive  men  with  copious 
tongues  may  do  the  Christian  harm,  but  the  real  Christian  will  not  retort 
in  like  style. 

A  Christian  is  known  by  his  love.  The  best  retaliation  to  a  harsh  re- 
mark is  a  silent  response-a  kind  expression  from  the  eyes.  The  best  way, 
then,  to  conquer  hate  is  to  love-not  in  word,  but  in  deed.  Loving  in  deed 
is  the  most  effective  manifestation  of  real  Christianity. 

Sadly  enough,  the  real  Christian  must  bear  the  blame  for  the  pseudo - 
Christian's  misconduct.  Again,  we  would  emphasize  that  all  "Christians" 
are  not  Christians  and  no  more  belong  to  the  family  of  God  than  do  all  who 
bear  the  name  "Smith"  belong  to  the  same  family.  There  are  so  many  John 
Smiths  in  the  world  that  their  acts  and  names  are  frequently  correlated 
erroneously.  So  it  is  with  Christians  who  are  placed  in  the  firing  line 
because  a  pseudo- Christian  acted  injudiciously  or  contrary  to  biblical 
injunctions.  This  is  not  to  say  that  the  real  Christian  will  not  err;  rather, 
it  is  to  say  that  he  is  not  responsible  for  all  to  which  he  is  said  to  be 
answerable. 

Though  the  ones  about  whom  He  was  speaking  did  not  bear  His  name 
(legally  or  otherwise),  Jesus  said  it  this  way  to  the  Pharisees-and  the  ex- 
hortation is  just  as  applicable  today:  "...  behold,  I  send  unto  you  prophets, 
and  wise  men,  and  scribes:  and  some  of  them  ye  shall  kill  and  crucify; 
and  some  of  them  shall  ye  scourge  .  .  .  and  persecute  ..."  (Matthew  23:34). 
Thus,  it  is  fulfilled. 

The  Christian  is  crucified  daily-and  more  often  than  not  with  the  tongue, 
the  deadliest  of  weapons;  but  lo,  the  suffering  shall  not  be  in  vain!  "Re- 
joice and  be  exceeding  glad,"  He  said.  Question:  Have  you  had  reason  to 
"rejoice"  lately? 
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The  "Holy  Spirit" 
Turns  Me  Off 


B young  wife  lay  dying  of  terminal 
illness. 
"Don't  worry,"  well-meaning 
friends  consoled  the  grieving  hus- 
band, "we've  prayed  about  it,  and  the 
Holy  Spirit  has  told  us  Emily  will 
get  well." 

Like  a  drowning  man  grasping  a 
piece  of  driftwood,  the  young  man 
held  tightly  to  this  promise.  Even 
though  the  doctors  with  laboratory 
reports  and  X  rays  assured  him 
Emily  was  gradually  nearing  death, 
the  young  man  smiled  and  said 
triumphantly,  "I'm  not  worried.  The 
Holy  Spirit  will  work  a  miracle. 
I'll  be  taking  Emily  home  in  a  few 
days . ' ' 

'  'The  Holy  Spirit  told  us  we  would 
go  to  prayer  meeting,  but  we  would 
leave  before  the  service  ended," 
a  young  woman  told  a  gathering, 
"and  that's  exactly  what  happened. 
Isn't  it  marvelous  how  the  Holy 
Spirit  is  working  today?"  she  ask- 
ed, her  eyes  lighting  and  her  face 
beaming. 

"I   never   could  drink  alcoholic 
beverage  with  a  clear  conscious," 
wione  middle-aged  lady  confided,  "un- 
!4til  I  received  the  Holy  Spirit.  Now 
I'm  free!    I  can  drink  and  not  feel 
unashamed.  Isn't  it  exciting?" 

Everywhere  you  go  today,  whether 
to  the  supermarket  or  a  church 
convention,  there  is  a  bombardment 
of  conversation  using  the  term  Holy 
Spirit.  We  also  hear  it  on  radio 
and  television,  read  it  in  periodicals 
and  books.  It  seems  that  the  Holy 
Spirit  is  talking  to  everybody;  every- 
body except  me,  that  is. 

I   hate  to  admit  it,  but  I  come 
within  a  fraction  of  an  inch  break - 
|  ing  the  tenth  commandment,  "Thou 
shalt  not  covet."    Oh,  for  the  Holy 
Spirit  to  have  a  hot  line  zeroed  in 
bj  on  me  like  that!  It  makes  me  wonder 

Iim  at  times  if  I  have  the  real  thing, 
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like  maybe  the  Lord  had  to  answer 
an  emergency  call  in  the  middle  of 
my  conversion  and  failed  to  complete 
the  job  on  me.  Like  in  a  stadium 
of  120,000  frantically  cheering  fans, 
I  am  a  spectator  who  doesn't  know 
how  to  watch  the  game  because  I 
don't  know  the  rules. 

But  Emily  died,  and  her  death  was 
crushing  for  her  husband.  Oh,  how 
much  harder  was  this  grief  coupled 
with  disillusionment  and  confusion! 
Would  the  Holy  Spirit  do  this  to  a 
man?  Would  He  promise  life,  only  to 
snatch   it  back  a  few  days  later? 

Questioning  revealed  the  young 
lady  left  prayer  meeting  early  en- 
abling her  stopping  at  the  shopping 
center  before  it  closed.  Did  the 
Holy  Spirit  really  foretell  she  would 
leave  the  meeting?  What  purpose? 
Was  her  rushing  in  to  make  her  pur- 
chase and  rushing  out  again  a  prom- 
inent part  of  God's  plan? 

Would  the  Holy  Spirit  really  give 
permission  to  partake  of  something 
God's  Word  describes  as  a  mocker, 
bites  like  a  serpent,  causes  sickness, 
and  brings  poverty  when  the  human 
conscience  rebels  against  it? 

The  Holy  Spirit  seems  to  be  getting 
a  lot  of  credit  these  days  for  things 
completely  out  of  character.  Is 
there  more  to  this  Person  of  the 
Godhead  than  we  had  imagined? 

The  Holy  Spirit  has  never  said 
to  me  outright,  in  clear  and  concise 
language,  "You  do  this,"  or  "You do 
that . ' '  With  statements  such  as  these , 
there  would  be  no  room  for  doubt. 
All  the  lights  would  be  setting  on 
"go,"  full  steam  ahead.  He  works 
more  subtly  with  a  deep  interplay 
of  inner  emotions  or  with  tiny  pin- 
pricks on  my  conscience.  Some- 
times there  is  a  gentle  tug  in  a 
broad  direction,  other  times  there  is 
a  powerful  force  within  me  that  will 


burst  if  I  don't  get  it  out.  But  all 
the  while,  in  the  background,  there 
is  the  nagging  question,  "Is  this  the 
Holy  Spirit,  or  is  it  T  who  is  giv- 
ing the  directions?"  It  is  extremely 
confusing  between  the  two.  Could  it 
be  a  wedding  of  the  Holy  Spirit  and 
my  innerself,  each  making  his  own 
contribution;  not  all  one,  not  all  the 
other,  but  some  of  each  working 
together?  Sometimes  more  Spirit, 
sometimes  more  me? 

If  God  were  going  to  make  us  sim- 
ple stenographers  of  the  dictation  of 
the  Holy  Spirit,  why  did  He  bother 
to  fill  the  space  between  our  ears? 
With  less  creativity,  He  could  have 
made  a  robot.  Under  the  dictation 
method,  we  would  remain  as  spiritual 
babes,  never  to  grow  into  strong 
Christians  who  can  take  hard  knocks 
and  get  up  to  try  again. 

Yes,  all  this  supermarket  "holy 
spirit"  talk  turns  me  off. 

But  there  are  many  ways  in  which 
to  see  the  Holy  Spirit.  I  could  see 
Him  in  the  lives  of  a  telephone 
company  employee  and  his  wife  who 
faced  his  approaching  death  with 
reality.  "Never  once,"  she  said, 
"did  we  hold  on  to  false  hope." 
They  were  an  inspiration  as  they 
made  every  minute  count.  Then 
when  death  appeared,  their  victory 
was  evident  in  an  arrangement  by  the 
casket-a  telephone,  with  the  receiver 
dandling,  and  words  inscribed  on  red 
ribbon,   "Jesus  has  called." 

I  can  see  Him  working  in  the  life 
of  a  young  lady  tangled  in  arthritis. 
He  gives  her  the  grace  and  strength 
to  smile  through  excruciating  pain. 

I  can  see  Him  in  the  miracle  of 
a  changed  life. 

Yes,  I  can  see  Him,  not  in  the 
process  of  vocal  gurgling,  but  in  the 
quiet  ways,  as  the  word  Spirit  im- 
plies. This  Holy  Spirit  turns  me  on. 
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SUNDAY,  AUGUST  4 

Scripture   Reading-Exodus  33:14 
"My  Presence" 
Our  hearts  would  ask  a  program, 

An  outline,  sent  from  Heaven, 
But  no  such  chart  is  granted, 

A  life-map  is  not  given; 
Instead,    there   comes   a  promise, 

A  promise  for  each  day, 
"My  presence  shall  go  with  thee, 

My  presence-all  the  way." 

Prayer  Thought 
God  has  promised  us  His  presence 
at  all  times.  We  need  never  worry 
because  God  is  with  us.  To  have  a 
loyal  and  faithful  friend  by  our  sides 
at  all  times  is  a  meaningful  consola- 
tion. 

MONDAY,  AUGUST  5 

Scripture  Reading-Mark  11:24 
Prayer 

Prayer  has  divided  seas,  rolled  up 
flowing  rivers,  made  flintly  rocks 
gush  into  fountains,  quenched  flames 
of  fire,  muzzled  lions,  disarmed 
vipers  and  poisons,  marshaled  the 
stars  against  the  wicked,  stopped  the 
course  of  the  moon,  arrested  the 
rapid  sun  in  its  great  race,  burst 
open  iron  gates,  recalled  souls  from 
eternity,  conquered  the  strongest 
devils,  commanded  legions  of  angels 
down  from  heaven.  Prayer  has 
bridled  and  changed  the  raking 
passions  of  man  and  destroyed  vast 
armies  of  proud,  daring,  blustering 
athei sts .  Prayer  has  brought  one  man 
from  the  bottom  of  the  sea,  and 
carried  another  in  a  chariot  of  fire 
to  heaven.  What  has  not  prayer  done! 
-The  Anchor. 

Prayer  Thought 

Earnest,  trusting  prayer  is  an 
implement  of  power.  A  power  so 
great  that  its  magnitude  is  beyond  our 
wildest  expectations.  Use  it  wisely 
and  often. 

TUESDAY,  AUGUST  6 
Scripture  Reading-Philippians  4: 

6,  7 


Definiteness 

We  should  know  that  our  heavenly 
Father  wants  us  to  make  definite 
requests  known  unto  Him.  Many  of 
us  do  not  know  the  place  of  victory 
in  prayer  because  we  are  too  inde- 
finite. How  can  we  expect  definite 
answers  to  indefinite  prayers?  Have 
you  asked  God  for  anything  definite 
today?  If  not,  why  not?  We  should 
remember  our  special  requests  to 
God  and  thank  Him  when  the  answer 
comes.  Doubtless,  the  practice  of 
vague  indefiniteness  in  our  prayer 
life  is  prompted  by  Satan  to  defeat 
us.  When  we  have  sins  to  confess, 
we  should  tell  God  exactly  what  these 
sins  are  and  ask  Him  to  forgive 
these  definite  sins.  If  some  special 
people  are  the  objects  of  our 
prayers,  let's  be  definite  enough  to 
call  these  names  to  God  and  ask 
Him  for  definite  things  for  them. 
When  we  thank  Him  for  blessings, 
let's  know  some  blessings  to  thank 
Him  for  and  name  them  in  our  pray- 
ers. Will  you  try  this  in  a  definite 
way  today?  God  bless  you  who  want 
to  obey  Him. 

Prayer  Thought 

Jesus  has  told  us  that  He  does  not 
care  for  a  lukewarm  Christian.  He 
wants  us  to  be  definite  Christians 
with  a  sound  purpose  and  goal. 

WEDNESDAY,  AUGUST  7 
Scripture   Reading-1  Samuel  7:5 
Prayer,  the  Background  of  Samuel's 
Life 

Samuel  came  of  praying  people. 
This  is  more  important  than  most 
people  realize.  It  is  true  that 
children  are  not  born  Christians 
because  their  parents  are  Chris- 
tians; but  it  is  also  true  that  the 
background  of  a  genuine  prayer  life 
in  the  forefather  of  children  will 
bear  fruit  in  years  to  come.  Samuel 
came  into  the  world  through  the 
consecrated  prayers  of  a  godly 
mother;  and  remember,  he  wasn't 
an  answer  to  one  prayer  alone.  Who 
knows  how  long  that  mother  prayed 
for  a  son  whom  she  might  present 
to  God?  When  the  answer  came  Han- 
nah praised  God  and  gave  her  son  to 
Him  even  before  his  birth.  She  made 
no  reservations  in  her  bargain  with 
God  either. 

Prayer  Thought 
Our  lives  are  examples  for  our 
children  and  their  children  to  come. 
We  may  feel  as  though  some  of 
our  actions  go  unnoticed,  but  there 
is  little  we  do  in  life  that  does  not 
reflect  again  and  again. 

THURSDAY,  AUGUST  8 

Scripture  Reading-Philippians  4:1 


How  They  Prayed 

David  Brainerd,  missionary  to  the 
North  American  Indians,  1718-1747, 
declared,   "Lord,  to  Thee  I  dedi- 
cate myself.    Oh,  accept  of  me,  anc 
let  me  be  Thine  forever.    Lord,  ] 
desire  nothing  else;  I  desire  nothing 
more."  The  last  words  in  his  diary,! 
written  seven  days  before  he  died! 
were,  "Oh,  come  Lord  Jesus,  cornel 
quickly.  Amen." 

Prayer  Thought 
Let  us  pray  that  we  may  live  a 
life  that  will  enable  us  to  pray  that 
God  would  take  our  souls  quickly. 
So  many  of  us  will  have  to  pray  for 
a  little  more  time. 

FRIDAY,  AUGUST  9 

Scripture  Reading-Philippians  3:7, 

8 

Wealth  of  a  Millionaire 

Had  I  the  wealth  of  a  millionaire, 
Twould  be  less  in  worth  than  my 

tiny  prayer 
That  the  Saviour's  love  and 

His  keeping  power 
Strengthen  and  bless  you  each  pass- 1 
ing  hour. 

Prayer  Thought 
All  the  wealth  in  this  world  will 
not  buy  us  as  much  salvation  as  a! 
small,  seemingly  insignificant  pray- 
er, made  in  deep,  believing  supplica- 
tion. 

SATURDAY,  AUGUST  10 

Scripture  Reading- James  5:13-20| 
Prayer  and  Divine  Healing 

Not  many  months  ago  the  writer! 
was   called  to  the  bedside  of  one! 
who  was  very  sick.  The  patient  ex-J 
pressed  her  desire  for  prayer  that! 
she  might  be  healed.    He  knelt  by! 
her  bed  in  special  prayer  for  herl 
recovery    then   and  several  timesl 
later,  but  God  never  gave  any  as-j| 
surance  that  she  would  be  healed.  She  J 
lingered  only,  a  few  weeks  and  died.l 
Hers  was  a  case  of  sickness  unto 
death.      God's  mind  would  not  be 
changed;  and  so  He  never  gave  the 
assurance  that  she  would  recover.! 

Prayer  Thought 
Times  of  death  are  difficult,  but 
we  have  the  assurance  that  our 
God  knows  best  and  He  will  not  bur- 
den us  with  more  than  we  are  able 
to  endure. 

(Devotions  are  taken  from  th« 
booklet  "When  God  Answers  Prayer" 
by  Ernest  D.  Hancock.) 

"GET  ON  FIRE!" 
"How  can  I  get  crowds  to  attend 
my  services?"  asked  a  young  preach- 
er of  John  Wesley.  Replied  Wesley, 
"Get  on  fire  and  people  will  come  out 
to  see  you  burn!"-W.  B.  K. 
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Conducted  by  J.  P.  BARROW 
Route  1,  Box  475,  LaGrange,  North  Carolina  28551 


Question:  Please  explain  Hebrews 
1-3.  I  heard  it  said  that  Melchise- 
gc  was  an  appearance  of  God  in  the 
irm   of  an  angel.     Is  this  true? 

Answer:  I  have  heard  this  also,  but 
t  the  several  Bible  teachers  that  I 
ave  studied  this  book  under,  none  of 
lem  seemed  to  take  this  view  and 
do  not  think  this  to  be  correct.  I 
link  he  was  a  man,  a  king  priest, 
ho  was  a  descendant  of  Shem.  Some 
link  he  was  Shem,  who  according 
)  the  length  of  time  he  lived  might 
ave  been  living  at  the  time  he  ap- 
jars  to  Abraham.  All  the  true 
riests  who  lived  after  the  flood  were 
lem  or  someone  who  descended 
om  him.  He  (Melchisedec)  was 
ng  of  Salem  and  priest  of  the  most 
gh  God.  Salem  (located  where 
jrusalem  is)  evidently  was  a  center 
worship  and  capital  of  a  city 
tate  when  he  met  Abraham. 
Dr.  L.  T.  Talbot  has  the  following 
say  in  answering  a  similar  ques- 
on  on  Pages  80-82  in  his  book  Bible 
uestions  Explained: 
"Some  Bible  teachers  do  hold 
le  view  that  Melchizedek  (Melchise- 
3c)  was  an  appearance  of  Godinan- 
slic  form,  basing  this  opinion  on 
ebrews  7:3,  but  most  students  of  the 
ford  of  God  hold  the  other  view, 
lat  he  was  merely  a  man,  a  type 
I  Christ  in  His  High  Priestly  Per- 
£)n.  I  am  convinced  that  this  latter 
jiterpretation  is  correct,  for  the 
blowing  reasons: 

"1.  He  was  king  of  Salem,  the 
ncient  site  of  the  city  of  Jerusalem, 
hich  means  'the  city  of  peace.' 
fealem'  means  'peace';  therefore,  as 
ing  of  peace,  Melchizedekwasatype 
f  Christ,  the  Prince  of  Peace  and 
ing  of  Peace. 

"2.    He    was    also    'by  inter- 
relation   king    of  righteousness,' 
type  of  the  Lord  Jesus,  who  one 
ay  will  rule  in  righteousness. 
"3.    As  priest  of  the  most  high 
od,  he  was  a  type  of  Christ,  our 
'riest. 

'4.    Nothing  is  written  of  Mel- 
hizedek   in   all   the   Bible  except 
e  story  recorded  in  Genesis  14: 
7-20;  the  statement  that  he  is  a  type 
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of  Christ  in  Psalm  110:4;  and  the  ex- 
planation of  the  type  in  Hebrews  6:20; 
7:1-28.  Very  evidently  the  Holy 
Spirit  omitted  all  reference  to  Mel- 
chizedek's  parents,  in  order  that  he 
might  be  a  type  of  the  eternal  Son 
of  God,  who  verily  has  'neither 
beginning  of  days,  nor  end  of  life.' 
In  this  connection,  please  note  the 
Revised  Version  for  the  word 
'descent'  of  the  Authorized  Ver- 
sion of  Hebrews  7:3.  Accurately 
translated,  it  means,  'without father, 
without  mother,  without  genealogy'; 
in  other  words,  without  recorded 
genealogy,  in  order  that  he  might  be 
a  type  of  the  eternal  Son  of  God. 

"Let  it  be  remembered  that  the 
whole  argument  presented  in 
Hebrews  is  that,  as  Melchizedek was 
greater  than  Aaron,  the  first  high 
priest  in  Israel,  so  also  Christ  is 
greater  than  Aaron  in  His  eternal 
priesthood.  The  Holy  Spirit  was 
seeking  to  lead  Christian  Jews  away 
from  Judaism  to  Christ  himself .  The 
Aaronic  priesthood  had  served  God's 
purpose,  and  had  been  done  away  in 
Christ;  therefore,  why  return  to 
Judaism?  That,  in  fact,  is  the  argu- 
ment of  this  entire  weighty  epistle. 

"Just  one  further  word  to  show 
how  Melchizedek  was  greater  than 
Aaron:  (1)  Abraham,  Aaron's  fore- 
father, was  blessed  by  Melchizedek; 
(2)  Abraham  paid  tithes  to  Mel- 
chizedek; (3)  having  no  recorded 
genealogy,  he  is  a  type  of  the  eternal 
High  Priest,  even  Jesus.  Aaron  and 
his  sons  died;  Christ  abideth  a  Priest 
continually,  unchanging,  ever  living  to 
make  intercession  for  us. 

"Moreover,  Aaron  was  only  a 
priest,  from  the  tribe  of  Levi;  Christ 
was  from  the  kingly  tribe  of  Judah, 
according  to  the  flesh;  and  is,  there- 
fore, both  King  and  Priest. 

"Again,  Aaron  and  his  sons  were 
made  priests  without  an  oath 
(Hebrews  7:20,  21);  Christ  was 
proclaimed  a  Priest  forever  after  the 
order  of  Melchizedek-not  after  the 
order  of  Aaron-when  the  Father  con- 
firmed His  Word  by  His  oath. 

"Once  again,  the  Levitical  priests 
had  to  offer  sacrifices  for  their  own 
sins;  animal  sacrifices;  many  sacri- 


fices; whereas  Christ  had  no  sin  for 
which  to  atone;  He  offered  Him- 
self; He  offered  one  sacrifice  for- 
ever! 

"This  is  a  profound,  yet  a  very 
important  truth.  Every  Christian 
needs  to  realize  what  many  seem 
not  to  comprehend,  that  in  the  glory 
the  Man  Christ  Jesus  is  our  Ad- 
vocate with  the  Father,  our  Inter- 
cessor, our  eternal,  unchanging  High 
Priest.  As  .Melchizedek  is  a  type  of 
His  Person,  so  Aaron  is  a  type  of 
His  work  on  Calvary's  Cross.  And 
to  quote  another,  Melchizedek  is 
a  type  of  the  'priestly  work  of  Christ 
in  resurrection,  since  he  presented 
only  the  memorials  of  sacrifice, 
bread  and  wine. '  ' ' 

Jesus,  our  High  Priest,  a  King 
Priest,  is  able  to  meet  all  our 
needs.  "Seeing  them  that  we  have 
a  great  high  priest,  that  is  passed 
into  the  heavens,  Jesus  the  Son  of 
God,  let  us  hold  fast  our  profession. 
For  we  have  not  an  high  priest  which 
cannot  be  touched  with  the  feeling 
of  our  infirmities;  but  was  in  all 
points  tempted  like  as  we  are,  yet 
without  sin.  Let  us  therefore  come 
boldly  unto  the  throne  of  grace,  that 
we  may  obtain  mercy,  and  find  grace 
to  help  in  time  of  heed"  (Hebrews 
4:14-16);  "So  also  Christ  glorified 
not  himself  to  be  made  an  high 
priest;  but  he  that  said  unto  him, 
Thou  art  my  Son,  to  day  have  I  be- 
gotten thee.  As  he  saith  also  in 
another  place,  Thou  art  a  priest  for 
ever  after  the  order  of  Melchisedec. 
Who  in  the  days  of  his  flesh,  when 
he  had  offered  up  prayers  and 
supplications  with  strong  crying  and 
tears  unto  him  that  was  able  to  save 
him  from  death,  and  was  heard  in 
that  he  feared;  Though  he  were  a  Son, 
yet  learned  he  obedience  by  the  things 
which  he  suffered;  And  being  made 
perfect,^  he  became  the  author  of 
eternal  salvation  unto  all  them  that 
obey  him;  Called  of  God  an  high  priest 
after  the  order  of  Melchisedec" 
(Hebrews  5:5-10).  Also,  He  is  Lord 
of  lords:  "These  shall  make  war 
with  the  Lamb,  and  the  Lamb  shall 
overcome  them:  for  he  is  Lord  of 
lords,  and  King  of  kings;  and  they 
that  are  with  him  are  called,  and 
chosen,  and  faithful"  (Revelation  17: 
14);  "Wherefore  he  is  able  also  to 
save  them  to  the  uttermost  that 
come  unto  God  by  him,  seeing  he 
ever  liveth  to  make  intercession 
for  them"  (Hebrews  7:25).  (See  and 
compare  Matthew  11:28-30.) 

As  the  Holy  Spirit  gives  us  warn- 
ing through  the  writer  of  Hebrews 
as  found  in  Chapter  3,  Verse  7  and 
8,  ".  .  .  To  day  if  ye  will  hear  his 
voice,  Harden  not  your  hearts,  ..." 
compare  "He,  that  being  often  re- 
(Continued  on  Page  14) 
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I.  INTRODUCTION 

The  union  of  God  and  man  in  the 
person  of  Jesus  is  difficult  to  under- 
stand, but  if  there  is  one  doctrine 
that  is  amply  and  clearly  presented 
in  the  New  Testament,  it  is  that  Je- 
sus was  both  God  and  man.  He  was 
not  part  God  and  part  man,  as  some 
mistaken  people  would  have  us  be- 
lieve, but  he  was  fully  and  completely 
God  and  man,  for  in  Him  dwelt  all 
of  the  fullness  of  the  Godhead  bodily. 

Down  through  the  long  flight  of  the 
passing  ages  man  has  been  looking 
for  a  worthy  ideal  after  whom  he 
could  pattern  his  life  and  find 
an  anchor  for  his  soul.  That  search 
is  culminated  for  all  who  have  been 
able  through  faith  to  recognize  in 
Jesus  the  fulfillment  of  their  needs, 
for  He  was  sent  by  the  Father  into 
the  world  not  only  to  seek  and  to  save 
the  lost,  but  also  to  serve  as  Guide 
and  Example  to  all  who  are  seeking 
the  more  rewarding  and  more  abun- 
dant life. 

The  background  for  today's  lesson 
is  the  confused  condition  that  existed 
in  the  Colossian  church  as  a  result 
of  their  leadership  that  was  genuine 
and  worthy  of  their  trust  and  ser- 
vice. 

The  purpose  of  today's  lesson  is  to 
convince  youth  that  only  Christ  is 
worthy  of  their  wholehearted  com- 
mitment.-The  Teen- Age  Teacher  (F. 

W.  B.). 

n.    HINTS  THAT  HELP 

A.  Philosophy  is  always  specula- 
tive. It  is  really  a  mental  explor- 
ation of  the  possible.  On  the  other 
hand,  the  Bible  is  the  revealed  truth 
of  God.  Therefore,  we  should  never 
allow  philosophy  to  conflict  with  the 
Word  of  God  in  our  thinking. 

B.  The  Gnostics  believed  that  the 
human  body  was  in  itself  sinful. 
It  is  true  that  our  hearts  are  de- 
graded because  of  the  fall  of  Adam, 
but  this  does  not  mean  that  our  bodies 
are  sinful  in  themselves.  Our  bodies 
are  God's  creation  and  are  the  dwell - 
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ing  place  of  the  Holy  Spirit  if  we 
are  Christian;  therefore,  they  should 
be  taken  care  of  and  used  in  such  a 
way  as  to  glorify  Him  whom  we  serve. 

C.  One  of  the  hardest  doctrines 
in  the  Bible  for  men  to  accept  is 
that  of  salvation  by  grace  alone.  This 
doctrine  leaves  no  room  for  self- 
righteousness.  It  means  that  the  in- 
dividual has  no  recourse  but  to  trust 
God  completely  for  his  salvation. 
This  is  why  it  is  so  difficult  to  ac- 
cept. 

D.  Someone  has  rightly  said,  "We 
either  crown  Christ  Lord  of  all  or 
we  do  not  crown  Him  at  all."  How 
true  this  is!  Have  you  crowned  Him 
in  your  life? 

E.  As  a  minister  of  the  gospel, 
God  had  revealed  the  truth  concern- 
ing the  church  to  Paul  which  had 
been  hidden  in  ages  past.  This 
truth  was  that  God  would  save  through 
Christ  both  Jew  and  Gentile  who 
believed  and  unite  them  into  one 
body,  the  church. 

-The  Bible  Teacher  (F.  W.  B.). 

HI.    ADDTIONAL  TRUTHS 

A.  A  college  senior  was  con- 
sidering dropping  his  classes,  though 
he  was  just  a  few  months  from  gradu- 
ation. "So  many  voices!"  he  said. 
"Some  voices  saying,  'Lo,  thisisthe 
way,'  or  'That  is  the  way.'  Other 
voices  saying,  'There  is  no  way. 
Life  is  a  dead-end  street.'  So 
many  voices.  Which  shall  I  follow?" 

In  the  spiritual  realm,  especially, 
there  are  many  voices,  and  there  is 
confusion.  People  are  disillusioned 
with  materialism.  They  have  found 
that  man  cannot  live  by  bread  alone. 
But  whom  to  follow?  "Try  spiritual- 
ism," some  shout.  "No,  try  Yoga," 
others  say.  Others  assure  us  that  the 
way  to  find  guidance  in  life  is  through 
astrology.  Still  others  look  to  the 
teachings  of  Islam. 

In  Christendom  also  there  is  a 
multitude  of  different  voices.  "You 
should  go  the  way  of  Catholicism," 
one  says.  "No,  Protestantism  is  the 
true  way,"  another  answers.  "Yes," 
comes  another  voice,  "provided  you 
take  the  way  of  our  particular  brand 
of  Protestantism."  "No,  ours," 
shouts  another.  "We  have  the  true 
doctrine,  and  you  can  read  it  all  in 


this  book  that  was  written  by  our 
illustrious  founder." 

So  many  voices!  Little  wonder  that 
people  on  earth  are  confused  and  di- 
vided into  so  many  factions.  They  are 
following  such  a  variety  of  voices. 
This  division  is  tragic.  Also  a 
tragedy  is  the  fact  that  millions  of 
souls  are  milling  around  like  a  herd 
before  a  storm  and  do  not  know  which 
voice  to  follow. -Standard  Lesson 
Commentary. 

B.  Many  regard  the  Apostle  Paul 
as  the  greatest  spiritual  giant  of  the 
Bible.  When  we  consider  what  he 
was  before  he  met  Christ,  an  arch- 
enemy of  the  gospel,  a  persecutor 
of  the  Christians,  a  sworn  enemy  of 
this  new  sect  of  believers  and 
what  he  became  through  the  grace  of 
God-the  most  outstanding  apostle  of 
Christ-we  can  only  marvel  at  the 
transforming  power  of  the  Holy 
Spirit. 

Under   God   Paul  was  the  great 
instrument  for  the  propagation  of  the 
good  news  of  Christ  from  Jerusalem 
to  the  ends  of  the  then  known  world. 
He   worked  and  served,  tirelessly 
preaching,     teaching,  establishing; 
churches.      In   addition,  he  wrote 
fourteen  books  of  the  New  Testament, 
edified      believers,      visited  the 
churches  and  prayed  "without  ceas- 
ing" for  his  converts.  Literally, 
he  did  the  work  of  a  score  of  men. 
But  what  was  the  driving  force  of  j 
his  life?'     How  did  he  accomplish; 
what  he  did? 

Perhaps  the  key  to  his  complete 
consecration  and  utter  dedication  is ; 
to  be  found  in  seven  words  inPhilip- 
pians    1:21:     "For  to  me  to  live 
is  Christ."    Paul  no  longer  existed 
for  himself.    His  personal  life  was! 
of  no  consequence  to  him.  He  count- 
ed not  his  life  dear  unto  himself .  I 
His  only  thought  was  to  advance  thei 
cause  of  the  One  whom  he  loved,  the  j 
Lord  Jesus  Christ  who  had  forgiven | 
him  and  commissioned  him  to  preach. 

Suppose  by  some  chance  the  great 
Apostle  Paul  were  alive  today,  with  | 
the  great  driving  force  and  dedication 
that  was  his.  Or  suppose  there  were 
some  twenty,  or  fifty,  or  a  thousand 
Pauls  going  the  length  and  breadth 
of  this  ungodly  world.  How  long  un-I 
til  the  cause  of  Christ  would  triumph 
from  sea  to  sea? 

But  why  not?  The  invitation  ofj 
Christ  is  the  same.  The  power 
of  God  is  still  available.  The  gracious 
guidance  and  companionship  of  the 
Holy  Spirit  are  ours  for  the  taking. 
What  hinders? 

What  a  motto  for  your  life!  Look! 
at  it  again:  "For  to  me  to  live"  I 
is  not  to  live  at  all,  but  for  the  i 
glorious,  living,  risen,  powerful,  vie- 1 
torious  Christ  to  live  in  and  through 
(Continued  on  Page  14) 
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MISSIONS 


CHRISTIAN  YOUTH  IN  ACTION  SCHOOL 


Mary  Timmons,  Judl  Link,  Ruth  Timmons,  Mattie  Link,  Paul  Link,  and  Vance  Link 


With  car  all  loaded  the  Timmons 
iris  and  the  Link  family  are  off  for 
ne  Christian  Youth  in  Action  School 
rtiich  was  held  in  Lubbock,  Texas, 
une  9- 14. 
During  the  school  24  young  peo- 
le  and  two  adults  completed  the 
ourse  of  training  for  summer  mis- 
ionary  work.  There  were  185 
hildren  from  the  city  of  Lubbock 


enrolled  in  ten  different  five-day 
Bible  clubs.  These  were  held  in 
various  neighborhoods  with  an  aver- 
age attendance  of  114,  with  77  deci- 
sions for  Christ. 

What  a  blessing  the  school  turned 
out  to  be  for  everyone! 

".  .  .  the  Son  of  man  is  come  to 
seek  and  to  save  that  which  was 
lost"  (Luke  19:10). 


jObservations  on  Returning 
Missionaries 

by  Ruth  L.  Warrick 


light  leaving  11:58  a. 
1974  .  .  . 


m.-July  2, 


Refreshment  table  at  Triangle  Motel 
overlaid  with  red  and  white 
cloth  .  .  . 
Small  United  States  Flags  flying  in 
blue  and  white  floral  arrange- 
ments .  .  . 
ome  auxiliary  women  spreading  ham 
biscuits,  cookies,  mints,  and 
nuts  .  .  . 

huge  decorated  cake  with  "Bon 
voyage,   Harold,  Sandra,  Wendy, 


and  Misty"  on  it-a  plane  atop 
set  for  take  off  .  .  . 

Red  punch,  refreshing,  on  a  90  de- 
gree day  .  .  . 

Director  of  foreign  missions,  mem- 
bers of  the  board  and  wives,  other 
laymen  and  ministers  arriving  .  .  . 

Relatives  and  missionaries  arrive- 
a  grandmother  whom  I  learned  to 
love  when  my  father  pastored  her 
church  so  long  ago  .  .  . 

Parents  and  grandparents  with  mixed 
emotions  .  .  . 

Reminds  me  of  Paul's  writings  to 
Timothy  of  "  .  .  .  the  unfeigned 
faith  that  is  in  thee,  which  dwelt 
first  in  thy  grandmother  Lois,  and 
thy  mother  Eunice;  and  I  am  per- 


suaded    that     in     thee  also" 
(2  Timothy  1:5)  .  .  . 
A  short  devotion  by  a  board  mem- 
ber .  .  . 

A  beautiful  engraved  plaque  present- 
ed the  couple  by  the  board  .  .  . 

Prayer  and  refreshments  .  .  . 

Thank  you,  Lord,  for  Harold  and 
Sandra  Jones  who  are  willing  to  go 
to  the  Philippines  that  others  might 
know  Him  .  .  . 

Pledging  our  lives  once  again  to  the 
faithful  at  home  and  support  them 
there. 


Three  Churches  to  Promote 
Home  Missions 


The  Rev.  Al  Markuson,  Missionary  at 
Hope  Mills 

Three  churches  in  the  More- 
head  City  area  are  having  home 
mission  rallies  in  their  churches 
on  the  following  nights: 

Holly  Springs  church,  Newport, 
July  31. 

Faith  church,  Morehead  City,  Au- 
gust 1. 

Crab  Point  church,  Morehead  City, 
August  2. 

The  Rev.  Al  Markuson,  pastor  of 
the  Hope  Mills  mission,  will  be  on 
hand  to  show  slide  pictures  of  the 
home  mission  work  in  North  Caro- 
lina. All  Free  Will  Baptist  churches 
in  this  area  are  urged  to  attend  and 
bring  an  offering  for  mission  work. 

There  will  be  other  home  mis- 
sion rallies  over  the  state  during 
the  first  week  of  September  that  will 
be  announced  at  a  later  date. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

Taylor  Hill,  Secretary- Treasurer 

"IT  OUGHT  TO  BE  REVERSED!" 

Our  country  (the  USA)  has  only 
seven  percent  of  the  world's  popula- 
tion, yet  ninety -three  percent  of  our 
theological  and  Bible  school  students 
remain  in  this  country.  It  ought  to 
be  reversed!  "-Rev.  T.  A.  Hege  in 
World  Conquest. 
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The 


Unmitigated 


by  the  Rev.  R.  P.  Harris 


Scriptural  Basis:  "Study  to  shew 
thyself  approved  unto  God,  a  work- 
man that  needeth  not  to  be  ashamed, 
rightly  dividing  the  word  of  truth" 
(2  Timothy  2:15). 

WHEN   WE    GLEAN   FROM  GOD'S 
WORD  WE  LEARN  ABOUT  THE 
HOLY  SPIRIT 

When  we  study  God's  Word  we  find 
that  the  Holy  Spirit  is  a  person. 
He  has  character  in  that  He  demon- 
strates the  characteristics  of  a  per- 
son. He  had  the  same  power,  knowl- 
edge, understanding,  and  feeling  as 
God  and  the  Son  of  God.  He  is  the 
third  person  of  the  Triune  God  or  the 
Holy  Trinity:  Father,  Son  and  Holy 
Spirit-three  but  one. 

The  Holy  Spirit  is  a  person  of  the 
Trinity  who  testifies  concerning 
Chirst:  "But  when  the  Comforter  is 
come,  whom  I  will  send  unto  you  from 
the  Father,  even  the  Spirit  of  truth, 
which  proceedeth  from  the  Father,  he 
shall  testify  of  me"  (John  15:26). 
The  testimony  of  the  Spirit  con- 
cerning Christ  is  the  one  thing  needed 
by  everyone  to  guarantee  the 
authenticity  of  Christ  and  to  seal  us 
in  His  power.  The  Holy  Spirit  is 
that  power  which  seals  us  in  the  be- 
loved and  makes  it  possible  for  us  to 
serve  Him  and  to  live  a  holy  life 
in  Him.  Jesus  declared  that  the  Holy 
Spirit  would  testify  of  Him  and  all 
Christians  need  reassuring  day- by - 
day  as  they  are  confronted  with 
problems  of  everyday  living.  It 
would  be  impossible  for  Christians 
to  walk  worthy  of  the  Son  of  God 
without  the  Holy  Spirit's  guidance  and 
power. 

It  is  also  true  that  when  we  glean 
from  God's  Word,  we  learn  that  the 
Holy  Spirit  actually  dwells  within 
the  Christian.  When  we  invite  Je- 
sus to  come  into  our  hearts,  He  sets 
up  housekeeping  and  makes  arrange- 
ments for  the  Holy  Spirit.  He  pre- 
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BIBLE  TIMES 

FBUITS  AND  FOODS 


by  Miss  Sara  Branch 
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The  fruits  and  foods  in  use  in  Bible  times  as  well  as  today  are  circled 
in  the  puzzle  above.  The  words  circled  may  read  vertically,  horizontally, 
or  diagonally,  and  may  be  spelled  forwards  or  backwards.  Hope  you  were 
able  to  locate  all  of  them. 


pares  every  room  within  our  hearts 
for  this  indwelling.  He  lives,  not 
only  in  the  front  room  (the  parlor) 
of  our  hearts,  but  He  dwells  in  the 
kitchen,  the  dining  area,  the  bed- 
room ,  and  in  the  den.  He  is  present 
in  every  conversation  and  in  every 
act  that  we  make.  We  grieve  Him 
when  He  is  excluded  from  any  or  all 
of  our  acts. 

Finally,  in  our  gleanings  from 
God's  Word,  we  learn  that  the  Holy 
Spirit  becomes  our  instructor;  this 
is,  He  teaches  us  the  truth  about 
all  our  lives  and  responsibilities  and 


about  Christ.  He  is  able  to  move 
mountains  and  perform  miracles  to 
help  us.  I  know  He  does  this  be- 
cause of  my  personal  experience  with 
Him.  "But  the  Comforter,  which  is 
the  Holy  Ghost  (Holy  Spirit),  whom 
the  Father  will  send  in  my  name, 
he  shall  teach  you  all  things,  and 
bring  all  things  to  your  remem- 
brance, whatsoever  I  have  said  unto 
you"  (John  14:26).  A  person  cannot 
know  the  truth  unless  the  Holy  Spirit 
teaches  him.  God  help  us  to  listen, 
because  God  speaks  by  the  Holy 
Spirit! 


8 


THE  FREE  WILL  BAPTIST 


THE  SEARCH 


by  Phil  Foreman 


(The  article  below  was  written  by  an 
8-year-old  boy,  Phil  Foreman,  who 
ved  at  Route  2,  Belhaven,  but  is  now 
erving  time  at  Polk  Correction  Center, 
!aleigh,  for  armed  robbery  due  to  drugs. 

Since  Phil  was  first  sentenced  to  prison 
i  Washington,  North  Carolina,  he  has 
iven  his  life  to  Jesus  in  full  surrender 
God's  will.  He  has  also  led  his 
lother  and  father  to  fully  surrender  their 
Ives  to  God. 
Phil  has  written  several  articles  that 
feel  will  touch  many  hearts.  He  has 
iven  me  permission  to  ask  that  some  of 
lem  be  printed  in  "The  Free  Will  Bap- 
st."  His  only  desire  now  is  to  help 
ther  young  people  to  find  Christ  as  their 
viour  before  they  fall  victim  to  Satan's 
vil  devices  that  will  ruin  their  lives 
trough  deceit  as  it  has  his. -Mrs.  Ed- 
in  Roper.) 

1  AVE  you  ever  wondered  why  peo- 
I  pie  do  the  things  they  do?  Have  you 
iver  wondered  why  some  people  be- 
ome  strung  out  on  drugs  or  why 
ithers  become  alcoholics?  The 
inswer  is  really  quite  simple.  A 
>erson  without  Christ  is  at  a  constant 
earch;  but,  what  is  this  person 
eraching  for?  Many  people  can 
ever  answer  these  questions  because; 
ley  themselves  don't  realize  they 
re  searching.  For  those  that  do 
nswer  the  questions,  there  are  many 
nswers  given.  Some  will  say:  "I'm 
ust  trying  to  find  my  head;  just 
rying  to  make  sense  out  of  what's 
lappening."  Then  there  are  those 
|hat  do  the  only  thing  that  gives 
riem  any  peace. 

No  matter  if  a  person  has  a 
reason  or  not  for  doing  the  thing 
iie  does,  the  real  reason,  even  if  it 
le  unknown  to  him  at  the  present 
Ime,  is  because  that  person  is 
searching  for  something.  Thatsome- 
jhing  he  is  searching  for  is  in  reality 
I  meaning  to  life  itself, 
j  When  you  think  about  it,  it's  funny 
Jhe  way  people  almost  try  to  find 

Iomething  in  the  wrong  places.  A 
erson  might  travel  all  over  the 
'orld ,  or  study  the  stars,  or  even 
jook  into  himself  for  life's  meaning; 
iut,  the  true  meaning  to  life  is  found 
n  Jesus.  So  in  reality,  it  is  Christ 
hat  people  are  looking  for.  The 
ronic  thing  about  the  way  people 
earch  for  the  meaning  for  life  is 
hat  Jesus  is  right  there  with  them 
veryday  they  search.  The  reason 
hey  can't  experience  His  presence 
s   because  they  don't  know  Him. 
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I  wonder  how  many  of  us  have 
looked  for  something  at  our  homes 
or  at  work  and  had  trouble  finding 
it.  Sometimes  we'll  start  tearing 
out  things  and  looking  under  things, 
and  more  or  less,  mess  up  the  whole 
place  in  the  search.  Then  when  we're 
just  about  ready  to  give  up,  we  find 
the  thing  we  are  looking  for  right 
out  in  plain  sight,  or  in  other  words, 
right  under  our  very  noses. 

That's  the  way  it  is  about  the  lives 
of  a  lot  of  people.  In  their  search 
for  a  reason  for  being  alive,  a  lot  of 
times  they'll  start  looking  in  the 
wrong  places  and  make  a  mess  of 
their  lives  as  they  go.  Then  when 
they  look  back  at  where  they  have 
been,  they  see  nothing  but  trouble, 
and  looking  ahead  shows  only  more  of 
the  same.  When  a  person  comes 
to  this  stage  in  life,  he  is  ready  to 
just  give  up  and  does  the  only  thing 
that  gives  him  pleasure,  which  may  be 
alcohol  or  drugs  or  something  else 
that  he  feels  is  important  to  him. 
In  time,  a  person  like  this  will  find 
himself  so  low  in  a  pit  of  depression 
that  he  will  almost  have  to  look  up 
to  see  the  bottom.  Once  at  the  bottom 
of  the  pit,  a  person  will  look  for 
some  means  of  pulling  himself  out, 
and  a  lot  of  times  he'll  find  that 
the  only  thing  that  can  help  him  is 
God.  Before  the  person  found  him- 
self in  the  pit,  all  the  things  in  his 
life  had  kept  him  from  ever 
personally  knowing  Jesus  Christ. 
When  the  person  accepts  Jesus  as  his 
personal  Saviour  is  when  the  true 
meaning  to  life  is  found,  not  only  the 
temporary  life  lived  on  earth,  but  the 
eternal  life  given  by  God. 

It  doesn't  always  have  to  be  this 
way,  but  a  lot  of  times  God  will  let 
a  person  come  to  the  end  of  himself 
in  order  to  bring  him  to  Christ. 
A  lot  of  people  don't  have  to  suffer 
this  much  to  find  Christ,  but  some  do. 
However  a  person  is  brought  to  ask 
Jesus  to  come  into  his  life  is  part 
of  God's  perfect  plan  for  that  per- 
son. 

It's  man's  nature  to  experiment 
and  to  seek  to  have  knowledge  about 
the  unknown.  Man's  curiosity  brings 
him  to  study  the  depths  of  the  oceans 
and  even  the  endless  reaches  of  outer 
space.  Curiosity  is  what  motivates 
learning;  and,  curiosity  is  what  many 
times  brings  people  to  God.  If  you 
feel  that  curiosity  doesn't  play  a  large 
part  in  what  a  person  does,  well 
you  have  just  proved  yourself  wrong 
by   reading   what   I   have  written. 


Churches  and  Ministers 
Available 

(Note:  This  column  is  provided,  when 
needed,  for  any  church  that  is  seeking  a 
pastor  and  for  any  minister  who  is  seeking 
a  church  to  serve  and  would  like  to  give 
such  notice.  Please  send  the  necessary  in- 
formation to  the  editor  of  "The  Free  Will 
Baptist."  Each  notice  will  run  for  two  is- 
sues only.) 


The  Unity  Free  Will  Baptist  Church 
located  on  Pervis  Road  in  Durham 
is  in  need  of.  a  full-time  pastor. 
Any  minister,  under  the  leadership 
of  God,  who  would  be  interested  in 
serving  this  church,  may  obtain  fur- 
ther information  by  contacting  Mr. 
D.  H.  Bordeaux,  Route  5,  Box  662 -B, 
Patterson  Road,  Durham,  North 
Carolina  27704;  or  by  telephoning 
after  6  p.  m.,  688-9167. 


The  Rev.  Charlie  T.  Rice  Jr.  is 
available  for  full-time  or  part-time 
pastoral  services.,.  Any  church 
interested  in  his  services  may  con- 
tact him  by  writing  P.  O.  Box  445, 
New  Bern,  North  Carolina  28560,  or 
phoning  637-5775. 


The  Rock  of  Zion  Free  Will  Bap- 
tist Church,  Grantsboro,  North  Caro- 
lina, is  seeking  a  full-time  pastor. 
Any  minister  interested  in  serving 
this  church  may  contact  Mr.  Matthew 
Prescott,  Route  1,  Box  294- A,  New 
Bern,  North  Carolina  28560. 


New  Bern  Bicentennial 

The  city  of  New  Bern,  North  Caro- 
lina, will  celebrate  its  bicentennial 
(200th  anniversary)  during  the  month 
of  August,  1974.  The  city  has  asked 
the  New  Bern  Bible  and  Bookstore 
to  decorate  its  window,  August  15- 
20,  with  a  family  Bible  or  any 
Bible  that  would  date  back  200  years. 

The  Operators  of  the  New  Bern 
Bible  and  Bookstore  are  asking  if 
there  might  be  someone  who  has  a 
Bible  that  dates  back  200  years;  if 
so,  would  you  be  so  kind  as  to  loan 
it  to  them  for  this  occasion.  It 
would  be  taken  care  of  and  returned 
to  you  promptly  after  the  celebration. 

You  may  contact  anyone  at  the  New 
Bern  Bible  and  Bookstore,  213  Middle 
Street,  New  Bern,  North  Carolina 
28560;  telephone  638-6193. 


Free  Will  Baptist  Children's  Home 

"A  Christian  Home  for  Boys  and  Girls" 
Minm.KSKX,  NORTH  CAROLINA  27557 
MR.  SAMMY  WEEKS,  Superintendent  -  Phone  (919)235-4079 


eliqious  Contributions 
June,  1974 


Albermarle  Conference 


Free  Union  $ 

226.90 

Gum  Neck 

100.00 

Malachi's  Chapel 

50.00 

Mt.  Tabor 

60.35 

Mt.  Zion 

225.00 

Union  Meeting 

16.96 

S.  S.  Conv. 

75.36 

Aux.  Conv. 

10.00 

Sidney 

75.00 

Trinity 

20.00 

Union  Chapel 

364.87 

Total                           $  i 

224.44 

Blue  Ridge  Association 

Cedar  Hill  $ 

14.19 

Cape  Fear  Conference 

Bethel  $ 

450.85 

Casey's  Chapel 

17.00 

Goldsboro 

170.00 

Lee's  Chapel 

206.09 

Cape  Fear  Conf. 

40.00 

Union  Meeting 

100.80 

Robert's  Grove 

150.00 

St.  Mary's  Grove 

105.00 

Shady  Grove 

125.00 

Smithfield 

250.00 

St.  Paul 

100.00 

Wooten's  Chapel 

32.25 

Total                             $  1,746.99 

Central  Conference 

Aspen  Grove  $ 

213.00 

Ayden 

155.00 

Bethany 

115.15 

Black  Jack 

292.58 

Community 

3.92 

Daniels  Chapel 

15.00 

Dilda's  Grove 

100.00 

Edgewood 

24.00 

Elm  Grove 

35.00 

Free  Union 

164.15 

Friendship 

38.85 

Greenville,  First 

110.00 

Grimsley 

50.00 

Gum  Swamp 

250.00 

Harrell's  Chapel 

90.00 

Hickory  Grove 

96.38 

King's  Cross  Road 

56.83 

Little  Creek 

55.00 

Marlboro 

200.00 

Second  Union 

12.96 

Saints  Delight 

100.00 

Ormondsville 

5.00 

10 


Peace 

15.25 

Piney  Grove 

88.35 

Roanoke  Rapids 

7.50 

Rocky  Mount 

8.00 

Spring  Branch 

10.00 

Sweet  Gum  Grove 

200.00 

Tarboro 

250.00 

Winterville 

.  149.56 

Total 

$  2,911.48 

Eastern  Conference 

Antioch 

$  40.00 

Angola 

25.00 

Bethlehem 

105.01 

Bridgeton 

43.07 

Crab  Point 

15.00 

Deep  Run 

95.00 

Dublin  Grove 

30.33 

Edwards  Chapel 

45.00 

Faith 

100.00 

Folkstone 

75.00 

Friendship 

27.98 

Gethsemene 

120.00 

Hillsberry 

55.79 

Kinston 

10.00 

j_.amer  i^napei 

10.00 

Long  Ridge 

5.00 

Mays  Chapel 

200.00 

Memorial 

50.00 

Mt.  Zion  (Onslow) 

49.50 

Mt.  Zion  (Pamlico) 

50.00 

Eula  Jones 

5.00 

Auxiliary  Dist.  Fund 

25.00 

New  Haven 

32.29 

Northeast 

39.40 

Oriental 

67.35 

Pearsall  Chapel 

135.90 

Pilgrim  Rest 

5.00 

Rock  of  Zion 

109.81 

Russell  Creek 

50.00 

Sandy  Plain 

14.00 

Smith  New  Home 

141.40 

Snow  Hill 

407.50 

St.  Mary's 

530.00 

Trent 

5.00 

Verona 

5.00 

Whaley  Chapel 

28.79 

White  Oak  Grove 

275.00 

Total 

$  3,028.12 

Pee  Dee  Association 

Beaver  Dam 

$  25.00 

First  Union 

106.00 

Oak  Grove 

33.60 

Thomasboro 

100.00 

Total 

$  264.60 

Piedmont  Conference 

Christ 

$  20.00 

Mt.  Olive 

41.38 

Total 

$  61.38 

Rockfish  Conference 

Sandy  Grove  $  100.0C 


Western  Conference 


Barnes  Hill 

$  10 

OC 

Branch  Chapel 

73 

57 

Calvary 

50 

OC 

Everett's  Chapel 

81 

62i 

Fremont 

110 

OC* 

Friendship 

66 

93 

Holly  Springs 

15 

OC. 

Kenly 

55 

OC 

Little  Rock 

5 

00 

Marsh  Swamp 

257 

70 

Memorial  Chapel 

100 

00 

Milbournie 

83 

00 

Mt.  Zion  (Nash) 

25 

00: 

Second  Union 

30 

00 

New  Sandy  Hill 

25 

00 

People's  Chapel 

180 

00 

Pine  Level 

1,922 

00 

Pleasant  Grove 

5 

00 

Pleasant  Plain 

196 

90 

Rock  Springs 

25 

00 

Rosebud 

5 

00 

Selma 

50 

00 

Sherron  Acres 

125 

00 

Stancil's  Chapel 

32 

40 

Stony  Hill 

45 

00 

Union  Chapel 

65 

00 

Union  Grove 

55 

00 

Wilson 

15 

00 

Total 

$  3,709 

12 

Other  Religious 

Trinity                           $  25.001 

Statewide  Bodies 

State  Convention              $  475.28 


Total  Religious 

Contributions  $13,560.60* 


Memorial  Gift 

A  memorial  gift  of  $14  was  giveij 
by  the  adult  Sunday  school  class  ot 
Sandy  Plain  church  in  memory  ot 
Mr.  Clifton  Smith. 


WHAT  IS  WRONG? 
by  Alvena  Hallett 
New  Glasgow,  N.  S. 

I  looked   into  the  eyes  of  right* 
And  oh!     she  gave  me  such  a 
fright. 

She  said,  "My  child,  you  have  done 
wrong. " 

The  message  came  through  clear 
and  strong. 
I  searched  my  heart  from  day  to 
day 

To  find  where  I  had  gone  astray. 
And  then,  quite  suddenly,  I  knew- 

Wrong  isn't  always  things  we  do, 
But  little  things  we've  left  undone 

That  might  have  helped  or  cheered 
someone. 

THE  FREE  WILL  BAPTIST 


ENERAL  YOUTH 
ONFERENCE 

The  General  Youth  Conference  of 
ree  Will  Baptists  met  attheHearon 
ircle  Free  Will  Baptist  Church, 
)artanburg,  South  Carolina,  Monday 
ght,  June  24,  at  7:30.  The  con- 
rence  theme  was:  "Our  Youth 
nited,"  with  Scripture  taken  from 
Peter  3:8  and  Psalm  71:5:  "And 
>w  this  word  to  all  of  you:  You 
lould  be  like  one  big  happy  family, 
11  of  sympathy  toward  each  other, 
ving  one  another  with  tender  hearts 
id  humble  minds.  .  .  .  O  Lord, 
)u  alone  are  my  hope;  I've  trusted 
>u  from  childhood"  (Living  Bible). 

Charles  Mason,  master  of  cere- 
onies  and  song  leader,  called  the 
mference  to  order.  Charles  is  a 
)74  graduate  of  Mars  Hill  College, 
ars  Hill,  with  a  BS  degree  in 
usiness  Administration.  He  is  a 
ember  of  the  First  Free  Will  Bap- 
st  Church  of  Kinston,  and  the  son 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  William  F.  Mason, 
aute  8,  Kinston.  Miss  Maria  Ard, 
ilughter  of  the  Rev.  and  Mrs.  Nor- 
an  Ard  of  the  Christian  Chapel 
ree  Will  Baptist  Church,  Pink  Hill, 
:rved  as  pianist.  She  is  a  rising 
nior  of  South  Lenior  High  School, 
jrtis  Brock,  son  of  the  Rev.  and 
rs.  Eldon  Brock,  1901  Andrew 
ihnson  Road,  Kinston,  served  as  or - 
inist.  Curtis  is  a  member  of  the 
irst  church  of  Kinston  and  a  rising 
inior  of  the  Kinston  High  School. 


The  Happy  Trio 


North  Carolinians  were  the  Win- 
ers of  the  Book  of  Acts  Bible 
lowl  Quiz.  First-place  winners  of 
le  YFA     competition     were  as 


follows:  Anita  Herbert,  Darius 
Holloway,  and  Sabrina  Green  all 
members  of  the  Mount  Olive  Free 
Will  Baptist  Church  of  Kannapolis. 

The  first-place  winners  in  the  AFC 
competition  were  also  from  the  Mount 
Olive  church  of  Kannapolis  and  were 
Marian  Herbert,  Mary  Tucker,  and 
Vickie  Lambert.  Mrs.  Morris  Her- 
bert and  Mrs.  Charles  Tucker  were 
the  sponsors  for  these  groups. 


First  row:  AFC  Winners;  back 
row:  Mrs.  Morris  Herbert,  Spon- 
sor; YFA  Winners;  Mrs.  Charles 
Tucker,  Sponsor. 


Each  winning  team  received  a 
trophy  in  recognition  of  their  hard 
work  and  faithfulness.  The  YFA 
team,  in  addition  to  the  trophy,  re- 
ceived a  $75  bond. 

The  second -place  winners  of  the 
YFA  Bible  Bowl  Quiz  were  from  the 
Crab  Point  Free  Will  Baptist  Church, 
Morehead  City,  and  were  Kathy  Cuth- 
rell,  Lisa  Buck,  and  Denise  Gore. 
Their  sponsors  were  the  Rev.  and 
Mrs.  Lloyd  Gore.  This  team  also 
received  a  trophy. 

The  second -place  winners  of  the 
AFC  Bible  Bowl  Quiz  were  from  the 
Gum  Swamp  Free  Will  Baptist  Church 
near  Greenville,  and  were  Paula 
Morris,  Darlene  Clark,  and  Rita 
Clark.  Their  sponsors  were  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  John  A.  Carraway.  This  team 
also  received  a  trophy. 

The  Youth  Conference  is  very 
proud  of  these  young  people  and  con- 
gratulate them  for  their  desire 
to  learn  more  about  God's  Word  by 
taking  the  time  to  prepare  them- 
selves and  learn  the  Book  of  Acts 
for  this  quiz.    Congratulations  also 


go  to  the  young  people  of  the  Cen- 
tral, Pee  Dee,  and  Cape  Fear  Dis- 
trict YFAs  who  participated  in  the 
North  Carolina  State  Bible  Bowl 
Quiz  at  the  State  Youth  Convention 
in  Middlesex  in  April.  The  State 
Youth  Convention  is  looking  for- 
ward to  every  district  in  the  North 
Carolina  State  Convention  sending  an 
AFC  team  and  a  YFA  team  to  the 
April,  1975,  convention.  Youth  spon- 
sors, please  do  not  let  your  young 
people  down.  They  are  interested, 
are  you? 

During  the  General  Youth  Con- 
ference young  people  from  South 
Carolina  and  North  Carolina 
presented  special  messages  in  song. 
The  Bullman's  Three  from  the  host 
church  and  Scott  Bullman  also  of 
Spartanburg,  rendered  special 
music.  Youths  from  the  Durham, 
North  Carolina,  Free  Will  Baptist 
Church,  the  First  church  of  Kinston, 
Christian  Chapel  church,  and  Crab 
Point  church  were  among  the  others 
who  presented  special  music. 

Charles  Mason  of  the  First  church, 
Kinston,  was  the  principal  speaker. 
His  message  was  entitled,  "Faith." 
He  pointed  out  the  importance  of 
uniting  together  in  our  Christian 
faith. 

Mrs.  Marlene  Everett  announced 
at  the  conference  that  next  year's 
Bible  Bowl  Quiz  would  be  on  1  and 
2  Corinthians  and  Galatians.  But  it 
has  been  learned  since  that  this 
series  may  not  be  available  at  this 
time.  Please  contact  your  new 
General  Conference  Youth  Chair- 
man, Mrs.  Calvin  (Charlotte)  Grif- 
fin, 2207  Wake  Forest  Road,  Dur- 
ham, North  Carolina  27703,  telephone 
596-8065,  before  beginning  your 
study;  also  keep  watching  "The  Free 
Will  Baptist"  for  a  note  of  change 
in  case  of  necessity. 

Mrs.  Marlene  Everett  expresses 
her  thanks  to  all  local,  district,  and 
state  youth  chairmen  for  their  won- 
derful support  and  cooperation  during 
her  term  as  General  Youth  Chair- 
man. She  states,  "We  expect  your 
continued  cooperation  and  support  for 
without  it  our  youth  work  cannot 
continue.  If  you  need  assistance 
Mrs.  Griffin  will  be  happy  to  assist 
you,  so  get  in    contact  with  her." 


Oriental  Auxiliary 
Installation  Ceremony 

The  Woman's  Auxiliary  of 
Oriental,  North  Carolina,  Free 
Will  Baptist  Church  held  an  installa- 
tion ceremony  for  new  officers  during 
the  monthly  meeting  July  9.  Mrs. 
Bertha  Thompson,  program  chair- 
man, presided  over  the  service  and 
the  following  officers  were  installed: 
(Continued  on  Page  14) 
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MINISTERS'  INSTITUTE 

Mount  Olive  College 
AUGUST  5-8, 1974 


Program  Features: 

Lectures  and  Discussions  on  Grief 

The  Funeral  Sermon -Purpose  and  Content 

Counseling  the  Bereaved  Family 

Opinions  and  Discussions  by  Funeral  Directors 

Afternoon  Bible  Study 

Evening  Worship  in  the  Chapel 

Sponsored  by  the  North  Carolina 
Ministerial  Association  of  Original 
Free  Will  Baptists 


to  Free  Will  Baptists,  as  conference 
speaker  or  for  evangelistic  work.  My,, 
address  will  be  517  North  9  1/2J 
Street,  Paragould,  Arkansas  72450. 


An  Open  Letter  to  Original  Free  Will  Baptists 


by  the  Rev. 

On  October,  1968,  I  met  two  men 
who  were  influential  in  many  changes 
being  made  in  my  life.  At  that  time 
I  was  an  active  pastor  of  the  General 
Baptist  Denomination  and  a  delegate 
to  the  General  Association  of  General 
Baptists  meeting  in Owensboro,  Ken- 
tucky. The  Revs.  David  Charles 
Hansley  and  Walter  Reynolds  talked 
to  me  of  the  possibility  of  con- 
tinuing my  education  at  Southeastern 
Baptist  Theological  Seminary  and 
pastoring  a  Free  Will  Baptist  church. 

In  June,  1969,  my  family  and  I 
moved  to  Rocky  Mount  and  assumed 
the  pastorate  of  the  First  Free  Will 
Baptist  Church.  There  we  found  a 
wonderful  group  of  people.  During 
the  two  years  we  were  their  pastor, 
they  expressed  their  love  in  so  many 
ways. 

In  August,  1971,  we  moved  to 
Greenville  and  assumed  the  pastorate 
of  the  First  Free  Will  Baptist  Church 
there.  During  the  past  three  years, 
the  people  of  the  Greenville  church 
have  done  great  things  for  God.  They 
have  risen  from  difficulties  and  prob- 
lems of  the  past  and  built  a  beauti- 
ful new  church  building.  As  their 
outgoing  pastor,  words  cannot  ex- 
press my  gratitude  to  the  members 
of  the  Greenville  church,  who,  in 
obedience  to  God's  Spirit  in  unified 
efforts  and  faithfulness  in  financial 
giving,    have    made    possible  the 


Charles  Crisp 

erection  and  equipping  of  a  new  edi- 
fice. This  new  building,  located  on 
a  strategic  seven  acres  of  land,  is  a 
glory  to  God  and  a  credit  to  Free 
Will  Baptists.  Their  untiring  ef- 
forts and  unwavering  faith  have 
created  a  spiritual  heritage  we  must 
treasure  always. 

August  18  will  be  my  last  Sunday 
with  this  great  church.  I  will  be  re- 
turning to  the  General  Baptists  and 
my  home  area.  My  wife  and  I  feel 
that  because  of  the  advanced  age  and 
health  of  our  parents  we  should  be 
near  to  them. 

Our  lives  will  never  be  the  same, 
because  they  have  been  touched  by 
the  lives  of  so  many  North  Carolina 
Free  Will  Baptists.  Words  could 
never  express  our  love  and  apprecia- 
tion to  you  lovely  people.  I  have 
preached  revivals  in  many  of  your 
churches  and  perhaps  I  have  been  of 
some  service  to  the  Free  Will  Bap- 
tist cause.  Truly,  "I  was  a  stranger 
and  you  took  me  in." 

My  prayer  is  that  God  will  bless 
Free  Will  Baptists  of  North  Carolina. 
One  of  the  comsuming  desires  of  my 
heart  is  to  see  a  closer  fellowship 
between  the  Free  Will  Baptists  of 
North  Carolina  and  the  General  As- 
sociation of  General  Baptists.  We 
have  so  much  in  common  and  could 
be   of  great  help  to  eacn  otner. 

My  services  will  still  be  available 


Change  of  Address 

Please  note  the  change  of  address 
for  the  Rev.  Robert  Rollins.  His 
old  address  was  Route  1,  Box  68, ii 
Pinetown,  North  Carolina  27865;  his 
new  address  is  Route  1,  Box  357,' 
Bailey,  North  Carolina  27807;  tele-} 
phone  235-3033.  Mr.  Rollins  is  now 
pastor  of  New  Sandy  Hill  Free  Will 
Baptist  Church  near  Bailey.  He| 
states  that  he  is  available  for  re- 
vival services. 


REPORT  OF  THE  GENERAL 
CONFERENCE 

The  General  Conference  of  Orig- 
inal Free  Will  Baptists  held  its 
annual  session  June  25,  26,  with  the 
Hearon  Circle  Free  Will  Baptist 
Church,  Spartanburg,  South  Carolina. 
It  was  agreed  by  many  that  this 
was  one  of  the  most  inspiring  ses- 
sions in  the  history  of  the  conference. 

The  woman's  auxiliary  presented 
its  youth  program  on  Monday  night, 
June  24,  preceding  the  conference, 
which  proved  to  be  very  successful. 

People  are  still  rejoicing  over  the 
inspiring  events  that  tookplace;  such 
as,  the  good  preaching,  good  singing, 
and  wonderful  testimonies.  There} 
was   such   love   and   unity   of  the 
Spirit  that  time  was  permitted  during! 
the  services  for  everyone  who  wish-j 
ed  to  move  out  of  his  place  to  show; 
his  love  for  his  fellowman.  Tears 
of  joy  were  flowing  and  very  little 
business  was  conducted.  There  were] 
several   husbands   and  wives  who 
took  advantage  of  the  spiritual  re- 
freshing along  with  a  couple  of  days 
away  from  the  regular  routine  at 
home  and  at  work. 

There  were  several  delegates  from 
as  far  away  as  West  Virginia  and  AlaH 
bama. 

The  conference  took  steps  in  trying 
to  help  a  group  of  Free  Will  Baptists 
in  Elba,  Alabama,  to  become  orga- 
nized. This  group  is  in  urgent  need 
of  a  pastor. 

The  highlight  of  the  business  ses- 
sion was  missions.  The  ministers 
and  delegates  seemed  to  be  con- 
vinced that  the  General  Conference 
serves  a  very  good  purpose  and  that 
its  outlook  for  the  future  is  very 
bright. 

The  theme  for  the  conference  was 
"Unity  of  the  Spirit." 

The  president  of  the  conference  is 
the  Rev.  J.  B.  Starnes,  pastor  of 
Holly  Springs  church,  Newport,  North 
Carolina. 
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S  TORIES 

for  our  youth 


Amu 


by  Linda  Craft 
P  Winterville,  North  Carolina 

AN  always  thought  of  herself  as  a 
very  good  person.  She  made 
ry  good  marks  in  school  and  had 
ts  of  friends. 

Jan  obeyed  her  parents  and  had 
ree  gold  stars  for  Sunday  school 
tendance. 

Jan  thought  she  was  all  a  girl 
>uld  be.  She  was  very  pleased 
th  herself.  Then  a  new  family 
oved  in  next  door. 
Jan  watched  with  joy  when  she  saw 
movers  bring  in  furniture  and 
ys  of  a  little  girl.  A  very  large 
llhouse  was  brought  in  and  Jan 
uld  just  imagine  herself  playing 
th  it.  It  was  the  biggest  doll- 
luse  she  had  ever  seen. 
Jan  was  very  excited.  She  couldn't 
lit  to  meet  the  new  girl.  Jan  tried 
think  of  all  the  things  they  could 
together  and  the  fun  she  knew 
ey  were  going  to  have. 
Jan  overheard  her  parents  saying 
e  name  of  Forrester  which  belonged 
the  new  family. 

"And  Jan,  they  have  a  little  girl, 
ght  years  old-the  same  age  that  you 
e,"  said  Jane's  mother.  "Won't 
be  nice  to  have  a  friend  in  the 
ighborhood  the  same  age  as  you?" 
Jan  smiled,  "Oh,  Mama,  I  hope 
e  likes  me!  I  really  do.  Just 
ink,  if  I  could  have  a  friend  next 
or.  Sylvia  Porter  is  my  closest 
iend  and  she  is  ten  blocks  away." 
"It  would  be  nice  if  both  of  you 
t  along  well;  and  Jan,  be  sure  you 
k  her  to  come  to  Sunday  school 
th  you. ' ' 

Oh,  I  will  Mama,"  Jan  promised. 
At  last  moving  day  came  and  with 
the  new  family  drove  up  in  their 
r. 

From  her  upstairs  window  Jan 
itched  her  mother  carry  over  a 
ay   with   cake   and   coffee.  Jan 


smiled  as  she  watched  a  blonde  - 
haired   girl   step  out  of  the  auto. 

Jan  stepped  back  a  moment  in  sur- 
prise. The  little  blonde  girl  was 
wearing  dark  glasses  and  held  a 
white  tipped  cane  in  front  of  her. 

"Oh  no!"  Jan  gasped,  "I  can't 
be  friends  with  her,  she  is  blind! 
I  can't  invite  her  to  play  or  even  to 
go  to  church  with  me." 

She  watched  the  girl  leave  her 
parents  and  make  her  way  slowly  up 
the  walkway  to  the  house.  Upon 
reaching   the   steps,  the  girl  fell. 

Jan  sadly  watched  as  the  new  girl 
braced  herself  and  pulled  herself  up 
the  steps  by  the  rail. 

Jan  saw  her  mother  point  to  their 
house  and  knew  she  was  telling  the 
Forresters  about  her. 

"Don't!"  Jan  cried,  "don't  tell 
them  about  me!  I  don't  want  to  be 
friends  with  a  blind  girl!" 

Jan  fell  back  on  her  bed  and 
cried. 

She  had  always  thought  she  was 
good,    but  now  Jan  felt  very  bad. 

Jan  thought  she  always  did  what  the 
Lord  wanted  her  to,  so  she  decided 
to  go  and  meet  the  poor  little  blind 
girl.  She  decided  to  go  ahead  and 
get  it  over  with. 

Jan  took  a  deep  breath  and  walked 
slowly  over  to  the  house.  She  had 
already  decided  not  to  stay  long.  She 
wouldn't  even  ask  the  girl  to  come  to 
church  or  Sunday  school.  Besides, 
Jan  told  herself,  how  could  the  new 
girl  enjoy  herself  anyway,  especially 
since  she  couldn't  see  what  was  going 
on. 

Jan  knocked  at  the  door  and  almost 
turned  away. 

"Yes?"  the  smiling  girl  asked. 
"Is  someone  there?" 

Jan  wanted  to  run  faraway  but  she 
took  another  deep  breath  and  said, 
"Hello,  I'm  Jan  O'Neal.  We  live 
next  door  in  the  green  house,  opps, 
I'm    sorry,    I   didn't  mean   .    .  ." 

The  new  girl  laughed,  "I'm  Amy 
Forrester.  As  you  can  see,  I'm 
blind,  and  I'm  glad  you  told  me  the 
color  of  your  house.  Won't  you 
come  in?" 

Jan  stepped  in  as  Rex,  the  large 


white  German  shepherd,  growled  at 
her. 

"Rex!"  Amy  said  sternly.  "It's 
hard  enough  to  make  friends;  you  be 
still." 

The  large  dog  sat  at  his  mis- 
tress' feet  and  kept  an  eye  on  Jan. 

"This  is  Rex,  he's  my  Seeing 
Eye  dog.  Don't  be  afraid,  he  was 
just  trying  to  protect  me.  He  isn't 
mean  at  all.  Please  sit  down," 
Amy  motioned,  picking  up  her  knitting 
needles. 

"Do  you  knit?"  Jan  asked  very 
surprised. 

"Oh,  yes.  I  also  like  to  read, 
play  with  my  dolls,  I  take  piano 
lessons,  and  even  have  my  own  horse. 
Of  course,  he  is  very  gentle  and  I 
have  to  have  someone  to  ride  with 
me.  Could  you  ride  with  me  one 
day?" 

"I  guess  I  could,"  Jan  said  shyly. 
"I  know  I  would  like  to  knit,  if 
you  could  show  me." 

"Oh,  yes.  Jan,  is  there  a  good 
church  and  Sunday  school  around 
here?"  Amy  asked.  "I  guess  this 
is  going  to  sound  corny,  but  I  love 
Jesus  and  read  my  Bible  everyday. 
Jesus  gives  me  the  strength  to  live 
each  day. " 

Jan  hung  her  head  in  shame.  She 
was  glad  that  Amy  couldn't  see  the 
tears  she  was  crying. 

"I  have  to  go  now  but  I  promise  to 
come  back  later,"  said  Jan.  "Amy, 
I  know  we  will  be  the  best  of  friends. " 

Jan  paused  at  the  door.  She  had 
learned  so  much  that  day  from  know- 
ing Amy. 

Jan  realized  she  was  a  selfish 
girl  and  didn't  want  a  blind  girl  for 
a  friend.  She  had  forced  herself 
in  the  name  of  Jesus  to  come  over 
when  she  felt  she  was  doing  the 
blind  girl  a  favor. 

Jan  came  to  see  the  blind  girl; 
but  instead  she  saw  herself  for  what 
she  really  was.  She  meant  what  she 
had  told  Amy. 

She  did  want  to  be  Amy's  friend  and 
she  was  going  to  learn  to  love  and 
know  Jesus  like  Amy  did.  She  would 
change  because  of  Jesus  and  with 
Amy's  help.  She  would  always  re- 
member what  she  saw  in  the  eyes 
and  heart  of  Amy. 


Coming  Events  . 


August  3,  7:30  P.  M. -Dedication  Ser- 
vice of  Rodgers  Chapel,  Mount 
Olive  College,  Mount  Olive,  North 
Carolina 


August  5-8-Ministers'  Institute, 
Mount  Olive,  North  Carolina 
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C  R  A,G  MONT  ASSEMBLY  NEWS 

Black  Mountain,  North  Carolina 


(Bob  Uraii  ? 
Not  at  Crapont 

by  Louise  Lovitt 

Tears  shed  on  a  plain  altar  made 
of  wood  can  make  a  difference  in 
someone's  life. 

The  story  of  Eddie  Gray  made  a 
difference  in  my  life  as  he  told  of 
the  way  he  had  once  been.  As  the 
group  became  quiet,  we  all  thought 
we  were  going  to  hear  a  sermon 
based  on  the  Bible;  but  instead,  we 
heard   the   story   of   Eddie's  life. 

Eddie  told  a  story  of  a  boy  who 
began  drinking  at  the  age  of  twelve, 
starting  off  by  just  tasting  beer 
bought  at  a  store  by  people  who 
knew  him.  This  beer  tasting  led 
him  to  start  drinking  liquor.  As 
time  went  on  and  his  drinking  be- 
came more  and  more,  he  did  not  care 
whom  he  hurt,  not  even  his  parents, 
just  as  long  as  he  was  having  a  good 
time.  As  matters  grew  worse  and 
his  voice  became  unsteady,  he 
couldn't  even  face  hi  sown  mother.  So 
one  night  he  turned  around  and  left 
home. 

It  was  only  a  short  time  later  that 
he  (Eddie)  had  a  "head  on  crash" 
with  God.  He  saw  himself  for  the 
first  time  and  it  really  hurt.  It  was 
then  on  his  knees  that  he  asked  God 
to  help  him.  Afterwards  when  Eddie 
told  his  friends  about  it,  they  mocked 
him  and  made  fun  of  him.  They  did 
not   believe   what   he   was  saying. 

Eddie  paused,  and  with  a  smile  on 
his  face,  he  exclaimed,  "I  was  glad 
they  made  fun  of  me  for  it  made  me 
a  better  Christian.  I  knew  then 
that  I  had  to  prove  to  them  that  I 
was  telling  the  truth." 

The  glow  that  shone  from  his  face 
affected  the  whole  place.  Tears 
were  streaming  down  the  faces  of 
those  who  heard  the  story.  When 
the  altar  call  was  given,  several 
young  people  accepted  Christ  for  the 
first  time,  while  others  renewed  their 
lives  to  Him.  All  among  the  group 
you  could  hear  several  speaking  of  the 
things  they  had  done  and  how  they 
hoped  things  would  be  different  from 
now  on. 

During   this   week  at  Cragmont, 


July  1-6,  others  spoke  of  how  Christ 
had  lifted  them  out  of  destruction. 
Ulua  told  of  how  his  own  life  was 
spared  after  he  was  stricken  with 
polio,  and  now  he  can  walk  again- 
walking  for  the  glory  of  God.  Billy 
of  the  Sound  Side  church  told  how 
glad  he  was  to  be  saved.  He  men- 
tioned his  own  past  sins  with  un- 
ashamed tears.  Everyone  knew  he 
was  happy  by  just  watching  him  and 
his  wife  together.  Junior,  also  of 
Sound  Side  church,  told  us  how  glad 
he  was  to  know  the  Lord,  for  without 
Him,  he  could  not  have  been  there 
telling  of  his  love  for  Jesus. 

Young  people  throughout  the  camp 
stood  up  and  admitted  that  their  en- 
emies at  camp  had  now  become 
friends  because  they  had  forgiven 
each  other. 

At  Cragmont  love  is  the  key  and 
prayer  is  the  answer.  With  the 
spirit  which  prevails  here  at  Crag- 
mont Assembly  on  Mount  Allen,  great 
and  wonderful  things  have  happened. 
Here  we  experienced  that  God  was  not 
dead  for  His  presence  could  be  felt 
everywhere. 

I  wish  all  of  our  Free  Will  Bap- 
tist churches  were  like  Cragmont 
for  a  year.  If  they  were,  we  would 
see  wonderful  things  happen! 

The  following  version  of  Psalm  121 
is  taken  from  the  Revised  Standard 
Version  of  the  Bible  as  published 
by  the  American  Bible  Society. 

I  LIFT  UP  MY  EYES  TO  THE  HILLS 
Psalm  121 

I  lift  up  my  eyes  to  the  hills. 

From  whence  does  my  help  come? 
My  help  comes  from  the  Lord, 
who  made  heaven  and  earth. 
He  will  not  let  your  foot  be  moved, 

He  who  keeps  you  will  not  slumber. 
Behold,  He  who  keeps  Israel 

will  neither  slumber  nor  sleep. 
The  Lord  is  your  keeper; 

the  Lord  is  your  shade 

on  your  right  hand. 
The   sun   shall   not   smite  you  by 
day, 

nor  the  moon  by  night. 
The  Lord  will  keep  you  from  all 
evil; 

He  will  keep  your  life. 
The  Lord  will  keep 

your  going  out  and  your  coming  in 
from  this  time  forth  and  for  ever- 
more. 


Sunday  School  Lesson 

(Continued  from  Page  6) 
me  to  the  salvation  and  edificatio: 
of  never-dying  souls.  What  do  yo 
say?  Will  you  make  this  motfc 
yours? 

A  challenge:  The  present  worli 
has  yet  to  see  the  power  and  in- 
fluence of  one  man's  life  who  likt 
the  Apostle  Paul  is  completely  ded 
icated  to  the  cause  of  the  Lore 
Jesus  Christ.  By  the  grace  of  God 
might  this  person  be  you?-Top  o) 
the  Morning  by  W.  W.  Orr. 

C.  "An  old  song,  popular  year; 
ago,  expressed  a  great  longing  for 
faith  that  would  enable  one  to  'flee  a; 
a  bird  to  the  mountain.'  It  was 
lilting  tune,  a  winsome  rhyme,  am 
a  very  singable  hope  of  escape 
But  escape  was  not  the  sortofgospe 
the  Colossians  needed,  and  it  is  no 
the  kind  people  today  need.  This  da; 
calls  for  a  faith  that  will  enabh 
persons  to  surmount  their  dif 
ficulties,  not  evade  or  escape  them.' 
-Roy  L.  Smith. 


Church  Auxiliary 

(Continued  from  Page  11) 

Dolly  Spriull,  president;  Pearl  M; 
son,  vice-president;  Joan  H.  Howe: 
secretary;  Linda  Caroon,  treasurer 
Bertha  Thompson,  devotional  chairi 
man;  Allie  Simpkins,  benevolenci 
chairman,  Paulette  Stephenson  anl 
Dora  Pittman,  enlistment  chair 
men. 

Mrs.  Thompson  used  for  a  titl 
of  the  ceremony,  "Now  Is  the  Time. 
She  challenged  each  officer  with 
charge  of  things  to  do  and  things  1 
be.  The  things  to  do  were  as  follows 
pray,  lead,  work,  enlist,  train,  e: 
amine,  evaluate,  consider,  and  lovi 
things  to  be  were,  be  humble,  be  tact 
ful,  and  be  awake. 

The  service  closed  with  everyor 
praying  together  "The  Lord's  Pra>; 
er." 


Questions  &  Answers 

(Continued  from  Page  5) 

proved  hardeneth  his  neck,  shall  sud 
denly  be  destroyed,  and  that  withot 
remedy"  (Proverbs  29:1)  and  "H 
that  believeth  on  the  Son  hath  ever 
lasting  life:  and  he  that  believet 
not  the  Son  shall  not  see  life;  bii 
the  wrath  of  God  abideth  on  him' 
(John  3:36). 
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There  isn't  a  prettier  picture  in  the 
hole  of  the  Bible  than  the  one  painted 
y  Matthew  depicting  the  birth  of  Je- 
us.  We  read  this  and  get  a  mental 
ash  of  a  beautiful  young  virgin 
ithout  a  blemish  on  her  character, 

man  a  few  years  old  with  a  beard 
ist  beginning  to  form  on  his  young 
ice,  and  a  saintly  tiny  baby.  They 
re  in  a  stable.  Halos  are  around 
leir  heads  and  they  look  serene 
nd  at  peace  with  the  world.  The 
*ame  is  gold. 

This  is  a  most  beautiful  picture, 
ut  it's  a  little  unreal,  isn't  it?  Like 

fairy  tale.     Happily  ever  after. 

Let's  smash  the  halos  and  take 
way  the  frame,  letting  them  move 
nd  breath. 

In  all  probability,  Mary  and  Joseph 
ere  painfully  awaiting  the  day  when 
leir  wedding  would  be  performed 
nd  they  could  live  as  husband  and 
if e  in  rapturous  delight.  They  were 
lanning  a  joyful  wedding  with  maids 
f  honor  and  groomsmen,  and  a  suc- 
ulent  wedding  feast,  even  though  it 
'as  stretching  her  family's  budget 

little  thin. 

An  angel  appeared  to  Mary  and 
nnounced  that  she  was  the  chosen 
ne  to  bear  the  Christ  Child  into 
le  world,  fulfilling  the  prophecy  that 
virgin  would  bring  forth  a  son. 
Can  you  imagine  the  humiliation 
ary  must  have  felt  when  she  had 
tell  Joseph  that  she  was  expect - 
ig  a  child?  And  her  mother?  And 
er  father?  And  the  heartbreak  she 
ndured  when  her  family  and  friends 
idn't  believe  her?  And  the  night- 
flare  Joseph  lived  through,  wanting 
p  believe  Mary,  but  all  his  being 
rying  out  that  she,  whom  he  loved 
'ith  all  his  heart,  had  betrayed 
im?  And  the  glorious  relief  he  must 
ave  experienced  when  the  angel 
'rased  those  doubts? 
They  must  have  suffered  the  great - 
st  of  fright  when,  for  the  safety 
f  their  baby,  they  had  to  leave 
amily,  friends,  and  all  their  worldly 
ossessions,  and  flee  into  Egypt.  The 
rip  must  have  been  agony,  carry - 
ng  a  newborn  baby,  and  Mary  hav- 
ng  not  completely  regained  her 
trength.  They  were  trying  to  stay 
/arm  and  keep  the  baby  from  be- 
oming  sick  as  they  camped  on  the 
hief- infested  roads  at  night,  cook- 
ng  their  meager  meals  over  a  cranky 
ampfire.  And  they  were  never  sure 
/hen  someone  they  met  might  be  one 


of  Herod's  agents  to  snatch  their  baby 
from  their  arms  and  smash  His 
dainty,  curly  head  against  a  stone; 
thus,  ending  a  threat  to  Herod's 
throne. 

I  am  sure  there  were  times  when 
they  must  have  felt  they  were  mil- 
lions of  miles  from  God.  Seeing 
the  condition  of  Mary  and  Jesus, 
Joseph  probably  cried,  "My  God, 
if  you're  so  full  of  miracles,  deliver 
us  to  the  safe  comfort  of  Egypt  on 
angel's  wings." 

We  think  of  Mary  and  Joseph  as 
being  the  most  joyful  parents  since 
time  began  because,  without  a 
shadow  of  doubt,  they  were  the  most 
blessed.  They  knew  the  height  of 
ecstasy,  but  they  also  knew  the  depths 
of  despair.  Their  joy  was  laced 
with  a  sorrow  so  profound  and  a 
sacrifice  so  great  it  could  never  be 
described  by  words;  it  could  only  be 
experienced. 

It  was  an  animal  with  giant  claws 
forever  lurking  behind  them,  stalk- 
ing them;  awaiting  a  day  it  would 
use  those  sharp  claws  to  tear  their 
hearts  asunder  and  rip  their 
spirits  to  shreds. 

These  were  ordinary  people  with  an 
extraordinary  purpose.  They  had 
pride  and  reputations  to  protect  the 
same  as  you  and  I.  Yes,  Mary  and 
Joseph  were  really  human  beings. 

The  Bible  is  alive! 

Utya!  is  flour 
*5>nyxtig  ? 

by  Dr.  W.  Burkette  Raper 

(This  article  first  appeared  in  "The 
Free  Will  Baptist"  on  July  22,  1953, 
when  the  author  was  pastor  of  Hull 
Road  Free  Will  Baptist  Church,  Snow 
Hill,  North  Carolina.) 

Your  church  pew  has  an  eloquent 
tongue.  Every  Sunday  it  not  only 
hears  a  sermon,  but  it  also  preaches 
one. 

The  message  of  the  empty  pew  is 
something  like  this.  To  the  preacher 
it  says,  "Your  sermon  is  not  worth- 
while." To  the  visitor  it  whispers, 
"You  see,  we  don't  take  the  support 
of  our  church  very  seriously."  To 
the  non- Christian  who  is  consider- 
ing making  this  his  home  church  it 
says,  "You  had  better  wait  awhile." 
To  the  treasurer  it  shouts,  "Let  the 
missionary  in  India  and  the  lonely 
orphan  do  without  while  I  am  on 
vacation."  To  the  members  who  are 
present  it  asks,  "Why  don't  you  go 
visiting   next   Sunday,  too?"  The 


empty  pew  speaks  against  the 
service.  It  chills  inspiration, 
smothers  hope,  and  dulls  the  fine 
edge  of  zeal.  The  empty  pew  is  a 
weight. 

I  want  to  add  a  word  especially 
for  our  young  people.  Suppose  the  day 
had  come  for  your  wedding.  You  had 
sent  out  invitations  to  your  friends. 
The  florist  had  decorated  the  church. 
You  and  your  wedding  party  had  ar- 
rived. The  hour  for  the  wedding  had 
come.  You  were  ready  to  march 
down  the  aisle.  Then  suddenly  some- 
one asks;  "Where  is  the  preacher?" 
And  another  answers,  "Why,  I  saw 
him  down  at  the  beach  in  swimming 
this  morning.  He  said  it  was  too 
hot  to  dress  up  and  go  out  to  church. 
Besides  a  heavy  schedule  last  week, 
he  was  called  out  two  nights  to  go 
visit  the  sick,  and  thus  he  said  he 
felt  entitled  to  a  few  days  of  rest  and 
recreation."  "That  brute!"  you 
would  scream-and  you  might  think  a 
lot  more  that  would  best  be  left  un- 
said. To  put  it  lightly,  you  would 
feel  that  the  preacher  had  let  you 
down.  Well,  my  friend,  after  work- 
ing hard  during  the  week  to  pre- 
pare a  sermon  for  you,  it  doesn't 
exactly  make  me  happy  to  stand  in  the 
pulpit  on  Sunday  and,  see  your  pew 
empty.  That  empty  pew  of  yours  is 
preaching  much  more  effectively  to 
the  congregation  than  I  can.  The 
empty  pew  has  an  eloquent  tongue. 

But  the  occupied  pew  has  a  con- 
vincing message  also.  Tothepreach- 
er,  the  occupied  pew  says:  "I  be- 
lieve in  you."  To  the  Lord  it  says: 
"I  love  you  and  appreciate  your 
forgiving  me  of  my  sins."  To  the 
visitor  it  says:  "I  love  mychurch." 
To  the  stranger,  it  says:  "Come 
with  us,  and  we  will  do  you  good." 
To  the  treasurer  it  declares:  "In 
season  and  out  of  season  you  can 
depend  on  me."  The  occupied  pew  is 
a  herald  of  good  news. 

My  friends,  what  is  your  pew  saying 
this  summer? 

"Let  us  hold  fast  the  profession  of 
our  faith  without  wavering;  .  .  .  Not 
forsaking  the  assembling  of  our- 
selves together  ,  .  .  ."  (Hebrews 
10:23,  25). 


GOD 

God  is  to  me  that  creative  force, 
behind  and  in  the  universe,  who  mani- 
fests Himself  as  energy,  as  life,  as 
order,  as  beauty,  as  thought,  as  con- 
science, as  love,  and  who  is  self- 
revealed  supremely  in  the  creative 
person  of  Jesus  of  Nazareth,  and 
operative  in  all  Jesus -like  move- 
ments in  the  world  today. -Henry 
Sloane  Coffin. 
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DUKE  UNIVERSITY 

DURHAM,  N.  C.  27703 


MOUNT  OLIVE  COLLEGE  CHAPEL  TO  BE  DEDICATED 
SATURDAY,  AUGUST  3,  AT  7:30  P.  M. 


An  Open  Invitation  to  All  Friends  of  the  College 

MOUNT  OLIVE  COLLEGE 

cordially  invites  you  to  attend 
The  Official  Opening  and  Dedication  of 

RODGERS  CHAPEL 

Saturday,  the  third  of  August 
Nineteen  hundred  and  seventy- four 
at  seven- thirty  o'clock  in  the  evening 
on  the  New  Campus 


"I  was  glad  when  they  said  unto  me,  Let  us  go  into  the  house  of  the  LORD" 
(Psalm  122:1). 


THE  FREE  WILL  BAPTIS1 


DUKE  UNIVERSITY  LlBRASJf 
AUG    3  19M 


ree  Wi«-«-  Baptist 


AYDEN,    NORTH   CAROLINA,    WEDNESDAY,  AUGUST  7,  1974 


^/sutdimf  —  c^te*  the  IgaJu&h,  ofi  a  child 
with  44M4juedti4HUH4j,  j/cUtU—  luuUnf  jjOund 

the.  tectel  of  JlU  pA&iestce  .  . . . 
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Jh  the  Secret  ojJlil  Ptetence 

Consolation  comes  to  him  who  seeks  it  according  to  his  need  and  ac- 
cording to  extended  effort.  When  secured  by  the  yearning  soul,  it  pro- 
vides refuge  from  present  sorrow,  distress,  anguish,  and  all  of  the  "I 
don't  know  whys"  of  life.  There  is  a  secret  place  where  everyone  can  find 
his  solace.  There  is  for  each  person  a  particular  time  and  special  spot 
where  he  can  find  the  Lord  best,  where  that  person  is  more  receptive  to 
His  silent  voice  and  is  able  to  receive  the  gift  of  His  matchless  grace, 
that  sweet  peace  that  passeth  understanding. 

That  tranquility  for  which  one  longs,  the  answer  to  a  probing  question, 
and  the  comfort  which  only  He  can  provide  are  found  sometimes  in  the 
semidarkness  of  one's  room  when  all  the  world  is  quiet  and  life  has  slowed 
its  pace  at  least  for  awhile.  It  is  often  here-and  sometimes  here  only- 
that  one  is  able  to  meditate  and  feel  the  warmth  of  His  Spirit  and  an  over- 
flow of  His  love  and  a  reenforcement  of  faith. 

For  some  people  a  "high"  low  is  required  before  they  realize  their  need 
of  reestablishing  good  communication  with  the  heavenly  Father.  Though  it 
is  known  that  His  counsel  is  the  wisest,  all  too  often  every  other  means 
of  solving  problems  is  exhausted  before  at  last,  in  desperation,  eyes  and 
hearts  are  turned  toward  Him.  But  oh  how  wonderful  it  is  when  one  arrives 
at  the  point  that  he  must  tell  God  all,  that  the  troubled  soul  is  willing  to 
admit  that  he  cannot  bear  his  burdens  alone! 

And,  there  are  so  many  burdens  which  have  to  be  borne!  True,  some  in- 
dividuals weight  themselves  more  heavily  than  others  with  seemingly 
insignificant  cares;  yet,  no  care-however  small-is  insignificant  to  the  One 
who  sees  the  sparrow  fall  and  knows  even  the  number  of  hairs  on  every 
head.  He  never  leaves  man,  nor  does  He  turn  away;  rather,  man  pushes 
Him  aside  and  blames  Him  for  self-imposed  afflictions.  In  like  measure, 
man  questions  the  reason  for  some  sadness,  for  some  suffering  he  ex- 
periences which,  to  his  way  of  thinking,  is  undeserved.  When  a  loved  one  is 
taken,  it  is  natural  to  wonder,  if  not  to  utter,  the  "Why?"  One  must  remind 
himself  during  these  times  that  God  doeth  all  things  well  and  someday 
will  make  the  dark  glass  clear.  .  .  . 

Clear-the  dark  glass  clear-all  will  be  understood  someday  when  the 
shadows  flee  away!  Everyone  will  see  and  know  even  as  he  is  seen  and 
known.  The  reasons  for  so  many  things  which  now  confuse  finite  minds 
will  be  disclosed.  It  is  good  that  He  has  clouded  human  vision  for  awhile; 
for  though  one  might  deem  himself  wise,  he  in  actuality  does  not  know  what 
is  best  for  him.  God-and  only  God-knows  what  is  best;  and  however  cruel 
life  seems,  there  is  a  purpose  for  every  happening.  Being  tried  with  fire 
and  being  sorely  oppressed,  one  oftentimes  hangs  his  head,  yielding  him- 
self to  self-pity;  yet,  how  bright  is  the  day  and  how  clear  is  the  path  for  the 
one  who  can  rise  above  his  sorrow  and  is  able  to  trust  his  Lord! 

Trusting  Him  for  all  things  and  in  every  difficulty-simply  trusting  af- 
ter the  fashion  of  children  with  unquestioning  faith-this  should  be  the  ap- 
proach. Yet,  with  fear  and  trembling  and  feigning  self-possession, many 
face  their  trials  alone,  ignoring  the  outstretched  hand  which  would  lift 
them  up.  Lifted  up-from  Despair  to  Hope-by  the  Lord  of  heaven!  Can 
anything  be  more  wonderful?  Only  as  one  reaches  out  for  Him,  however, 
is  the  Lord  able  to  reach  back  and  grant  that  which  is  needed. 

Needs  are  expressed  in  prayer,  but  too  many  times  prayers  are  offered 
halfheartedly.  Then  the  disappointment  comes.  Howbeit  that  one  finds  it 
so  difficult  to  accept  the  fact  that  there  is  no  disappointment  in  Him  except 
as  He  is  limited  in  power  and  grace  by  lack  of  faith?  Faith  is  the  victory! 
Faith  is  the  answer. 

In  the  secret  place  of  the  Most  High-in  the  secret  of  His  presence- 
there,  the  pure  in  heart  may  dwell.  There  the  soul  is  hidden  under  the 
shadow  of  the  Almighty.  There  Love  brings  her  offering;  there  the  heart 
yields  its  praise;  and  there  the  Lord  reveals  Himself  to  every  sincere 
seeker. 

In  the  secret  of  His  presence-an ineffable,  quieting  comfort-an  indescrib- 
able contentment!  One  can  experience  this  and  rise  to  heights  unbeliev- 
able. If  the  soul  loves  and  serves  Him  every  consecrated  hour,  then  he 
can  truly  find  himself  ...  in  the  secret  of  His  presence. 
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I  3aiu  lift  Haunt 

(Reflections  in  a  Hospital  Mirror) 


tote:  1  am  copying  this  just  as  I  wrote 
down  in  my  hospital  bed.  May  be  a  bit 
ambling  and  unpolished,  but  I  hope  and 
ray  it  may  be  of  inspiration  and  en- 
9uragement  to  some  older  folk  like  me 
ho  are  facing  "the  sunset."  May  it 
leer  some  heart  as  mine  was  cheered. 
Mrs.  Carawan.) 


am  facing  the  west- 
The  night  is  long  and  dark,  and 
seems  to  stretch  into  a  week  of 
lackness. 

Fortunate  is  the  person-if  there  be 
le-who  has  not  experienced  such  a 
ght,  either  from  illness,  auxiety, 
sorrow.  Or,  on  second  thought, 
|  such  a  one  really  so  blest  as  we 
iay  think?  When  I  remember  how 
/ery  dark  night  in  my  life  has 
•ought  a  deeper  sense  of  His 
-esence  and  nearness,  and  has 
ught  me  something  I  would  have 
issed  otherwise.  I  thank  God  for 
/eryone  of  them. 


To  get  back  to  this  specific  night, 
I  say,  though  seemingly 
bntradictory  to  the  topic,  I  am  fac- 
lg  the  west.  As  yet,  I  am  not 
ware  of  directions,  but  I  am  soon 
)  find  that  I  have  an  eastern  view 
eflected  in  a  large  mirror.  (The 
arse  has  forgotten  to  close  the 
linds  to  the  east  window,  for  which 
am  to  be  most  grateful.) 

It  had  been  said  that  the  darkest 
our  is  just  before  the  dawn.  Time 
fter  time,  as  the  night  wears  on, 
open  my  eyes,  hoping  to  see  re- 
ected  in  my  mirror  some  small 
ign  of  the  coming  day.  And,  time 
fter  time,  disappointed,  I  close 
lem  again. 

Ah!  At  last,  it  appears-the  first 
ays  of  light  peeping  over  the  hori  - 
on-a  rosy  dawn,  slowly  but  surely 
ghting  up  a  dark  and  sleepy  world. 
>nly  a  reflection  in  a  mirror;  but  how 
thrills  my  very  being  as  I  see  in  the 
awning  of  a  new  day,  not  only  the 
eauty  of  God's  handiwork,  but,  over 
nd  above  all,  His  great  and  mar- 
elous  love  and  compassion  for  a 
lind  and  erring  people.  My  mir- 
or  tells  me  I  am  facing  west-the 
unset.     But  I  see  not  the  sun  go- 


by Mrs.  Laura  Carawan 
Deep  Run,  North  Carolina. 

ing  down,  but  a  beautiful  sunrise, 
bringing  hope  for  a  better  day. 
Day  after  day,  following  this  inspiring 
picture  of  the  dawn,  my  mirror  gives 
back  to  me  only  the  reflection  of 
dark  clouds,  gray  skies,  rain-and 
even  storms.  Right  now  as  I'm 
writing,  flashes  of  lightning  are  mir- 
rored before  me,  and  I  can  imagine 
the  accompanying  sound  of  thunder. 
I'm  filled  with  awe  and  wonder,  as 
I  always  am  at  this  marvelous 
demonstration  of  God's  mighty 
power.  I  pause  a  moment  and  think 
how  He  could  well  pour  out  His 
wrath  upon  a  rebellious  world,  at 
any  time  He  choses. 

But  beyond  the  storm  and  cloudy 
skies,  I  can  still  see  the  rosy  glow 
of  dawn,  and  again  I  am  reminded 
that  He  is  a  God  of  love,  patience, 
and  mercy  toward  undeserving  crea- 
tures like  me. 

Moving  a  little  to  the  right,  my 
mirror  sends  back  still  another  re- 
flection. Until  this  moment,  it  has 
not  obstructed  my  east  window  view. 
But  now,  plain  and  unattractive,  it 
looms  up  before  me,  taking  prece- 
dence over  all  else  pictured  in  the 
mirror.  But  once  again  I  am  able 
to  look  beyond  the  natural,  and  I 
see  in  me  also  another  miracle: 
a  miracle  of  God's  love  and  grace 
and  power.  Three  miracles  in  one. 
First,  a  miracle  that  He  loves  even 
me,  the  unlovable;  then  a  miracle 
that  His  grace-not  my  works  or  even 
my  faith  alone,  but  His  grace-could 
ever  save  me;  and,  lastly,  a  miracle 
that  His  power  can  keep  me.  Sad 
to  say,  so  many  Christians  today  are 
doubting  or  denying  that  power. 

I  am  here  reminded  of  the  words 
of  David  in  Psalm  40:2,  3:  "He 
Drought  me  up  .  .  .  out  of  the  miry 
clay,  and  set  my  feet  upon  a  rock, 
and  established  my  goings.  And  he 
hath  put  a  new  song  in  my  mouth, 
even  praise  unto  our  God:   .   .  ." 

And  then  he  goes  on  to  add:  "... 
many  shall  see  it,  and  fear,  and  shall 
trust  in  the  LORD." 

As  my  own  image  stares  back  at 
me,  I  ponder  long  and  seriously 
over  these  last  words.  I  see  nothing 


attractive  in  me,  that  one  should  take 
a  second  look.  But  that  song  of 
praise  in  my  heart  that  gets  louder 
and  clearer  with  the  passing  years- 
even  when  my  voice  cannot  be  heard- 
how  many  have  "seen  it"  and  be- 
lieved in  the  Lord?  That  is  not  for 
me  to  know.  But  my  reward,  right 
here  and  now,  for  endeavoring  to  live 
a  life  of  praise,  is  far  greater  than 
any  words  can  describe.  And  with 
the  coming  dawn,  how  much  greater 
it  will  be! 

Paul  admonishes  us  to  give  thanks 
in  everything  (see  1  Thessalonians 
4:18).  That  doesn't  mean  just  when 
all  is  well  and  good.  It's  easy  then. 
But  we  are  to  give  thanks  in  the 
darkest  nights,  always  remembering 
that  dawn  is  sure  to  follow.  Giving 
thanks  in  all  situations,  while  not 
always  easy,  can  be  cultivated  to 
become  as  much  a  part  of  us  as 
breathing. 

Thank  God  for  a  reflection  of  the 
dawn,  instead  of  the  western  skies. 
It  has  enabled  me  to  look  beyond  the 
sunset  and  "catch  a  gleam  of  glory 
bright,"  that  golden  daybreak,  far 
more  dazzling  and  brilliant  than  we 
can  ever  imagine.  And,  miracle  of 
miracles,    it    is  waiting  for  me! 

When  I'm  home  again  and  stand  at 
my  western  window,  as  I  so  often 
do,  watching  the  sun  go  down  in  all 
its  splendor  and  array  of  color,  I 
shall  be  thrilled  again  by  its  beauty. 
But  I'll  also  look  beyond,  remember- 
ing the  rosy  light  of  dawn  reflected 
in  my  hospital  mirror.  And  I  will 
thrill  anew  in  anticipation  of  that 
glorious  dawn  of  God's  tomorrow. 

Yes,  I'm  facing  the  sunset,  but  by 
the  reflections  in  the  mirror  of  God's 
precious  Word-His  promises-I  am 
actually  looking  toward  the  eastern 
skies,  awaiting  the  sunrise  of  one 
unending  day. 

"And  there  shall  be  no  night  there; 
..."  (Revelation  22:5). 

(Editor's  Note:  Mrs.  Carawan  is  a  woman 
of  great  faith  and  courage  and  is  the 
epitome  of  virtuous  womanhood.  Having 
known  her  for  many  years,  I  can  attest 
to  her  living,  Christian  example,  and 
her  deep  sense  of  commitment  to  the 
cause  of  our  Lord.  His  blessings 
upon  her!) 
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SUNDAY,  AUGUST  11 

Scripture  Reading-Psalm  36:7-9 
A   Sea   as  Well  as  a  Fountain 

The  Rev.  Dr.  Alexander  Whyte,  of 
Free  St.  George's  church,  Edinburg, 
once  made  a  running  comment  on 
Cowper's  famous  hymn-a  hymn  which 
some  ministers  wished  excluded 
from  the  New  Hymnary,  as  offensive 
to  good  taste  and  fine  feeling.  This 
great  divine  and  devout  minister, 
when  he  read,  "There  is  a  fountain 
filled  with  blood,"  paused  and  said, 
"My  sins  for  their  cleansing  call  for 
a  sea,  not  a  fountain."  Said  a  min- 
ister who  heard  Dr.  Whyte' s 
comment,  "Is  not  that  the  sea  in 
which  God  cast  our  sins?  "-British 
Weekly. 

Prayer  Thought 
If  reference  to  the  blood  of  Christ, 
which  was  so  generously  shed  for 
remission  of  our  sins  offends  us, 
we  should  reevaluate  our  sensibili- 
ties. 

MONDAY,  AUGUST  12 

Scripture  Reading-Proverbs  29:25 
Too  Hot  to  Handle 

Bishop  Evin  Beggrav,  primate  of 
the  Norwegian  Lutheran  Church,  who 
was  under  Nazi  guard,  is  reported 
to  have  gotten  peculiar  treatment 
from  his  captors.  It  is  said  that 
his  11 -man  guard  was  changed  con- 
stantly to  prevent  their  coming  under 
his  strong  spiritual  influence. -The 
Pathfinder. 

Prayer  Thought 
A  strong  spiritual  influence  is 
something  all  of  us  should  have. 
Let  us  strive  toward  this  goal  and 
perhaps  we  may  be  a  good  influence 
if  only  in  our  striving. 

TUESDAY,  AUGUST  13 

Scripture  Reading-Proverbs  8:17, 

18 

Short -Lived  Progress 
A   gourd   wound   itself   round  a 
loftly  palm,    and   in  a  few  weeks 
climbed  to  its  very  top.    "How  old 


may'st  thou  be?"  asked  the  new- 
comer. "About  one  hundred  years, 
and  no  taller!  Only  look,  I  have 
grown  as  tall  as  you  in  fewer  days 
that  you  count  years."  "I  know  that 
well,"  replied  the  palm.  "Every 
summer  of  my  life  a  gourd  has 
climbed  up  around  me  as  proud  as 
thou  art,  and  as  short-lived  as  thou 
wilt  be.  "-Sunday  Circle. 

Prayer  Thought 
Is  our  faith  short-lived?  If  so,  we 
may  find  that  we  have  in  store  for 
us  an  eternity  of  weeping  and  wail- 
ing. 

WEDNESDAY,  AUGUST  14 

Scripture  Reading-James  2:5 
The  Homeland 

"THINK- 

Of  stepping  on  shore  and  finding 
it  heaven; 

Of  taking  hold  of  a  hand  and  find- 
ing it  God's  hand; 

Of  breathing  a  new  air  and  find- 
ing it  celestial  air; 

Of  feeling  invigorated  and  finding 
it  immortality; 

Of  passing  from  storm  and  tempest 
to  an  unbroken  clam; 

Of  looking  up-and  finding  it 
HOME!" 

-Myrtle  Erickson. 

Prayer  Thought 
Are  our  earthly  pleasures  worth 
the  loss  of  our  homecoming  with 
God?  An  eternity  of  restful  peace 
and  happiness  in  the  home  of  our 
loving  Father  is  a  promise  well  worth 
taking  advantage  of. 

THURSDAY,  AUGUST  15 

Scripture  Reading-1  Timothy  6: 18, 

19 

"If  Little  Word" 
"If  any  little  word  of  ours 

Can  make  one  life  the  brighter; 
If  any  little  song  of  ours 

Can  make  one  heart  the  lighter; 
God  help  us  speak  that  little  word, 

And  take  our  bit  of  singing 
And   drop   it  in  some  lonely  vale 

To  set  the  echoes  ringing." 

-Selected. 

Prayer  Thought 
Our  every  word  makes  an  impres- 
sion on  someone's  thoughts.  Pray 
that  we  may  use  the  right  words 
at  the  right  time  and  be  able  to 
brighten  the  lives  of  those  around  us. 

FRIDAY,  AUGUST  16 

Scripture  Reading-Isaiah  9:6 
From  a  Child's  Lips 

A  teacher  of  children  had  told  them 
that  daddies  sometimes  allow  them 
to  take  the  wheel  of  the  car  but 
they  always  place  their  hands  over 
their  little  ones  to  be  sure  there  will 


be  no  mistake.  Sometime  afterward 
a  little  fellow,  eight  years  old,  wa: 
asked  if  he  would  like  to  lead  ii 
prayer.  This  is  what  he  said:  "Dea: 
Lord,  will  you  please  put  your  hands 
over  the  hands  of  our  President,  s< 
he  will  know  how  to  turn  the  whee 
for  our  country."  -Selected. 


Prayer  Thought 
Let  us  all  pray  that  the  wheel  o 
our  country  will  turn  in  the  propel 
direction  and  drive  us  on  a  straigh 
course.  We  pray  God  will  toucl 
the  heart  and  mind  of  our  Presiden 
and  guide  him  aright. 

SATURDAY,  AUGUST  17 

Scripture  Reading-Psalm 34: 15- 1 
Whom  He  Wanted  to  Please 

At  a  church  reception  given 
young  man  who  had  just  been  in 
stalled  as  the  pastor,  a  woman  wen 
up  to  the  young  man  and  said,  "I 
do  not  understand  how  you  dared  at 
tempt  the  task  of  pleasing  seve: 
hundred  people."  Quick  as  a  flas 
he  replied:  "I  did  not  come  to  thi 
city  to  please  seven  hundred  people 
I  have  come  to  please  only  One,  and' 
I  please  Him  all  will  be  well.' 
-Record  of  Christian  Work. 

Prayer  Thought 
We  are  fortunate  in  that  we  havj 
only  one  God  to  please.  We  worr 
over  so  many  inconsequential  thing 
when  our  only  real  worry  is  pleasin 
God. 

(Devotions  used  by  permissio: 
Knight's  Master  Book  of  New  I] 
lustrations,  Eerdmans  Press.) 
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ANSWERS 


Conducted  by  J.  P.  BARROW 
Route  1,  Box  475,  LaGrange,  North  Carolina  28551 


Question:  Please  explain,  "A  new 
art  also  will  I  give  you,  and  a  new 
irit  will  I  put  within  you:  and  I 
11  take  away  the  stony  heart  out  of 
ur  flesh,  and  I  will  give  you  a 
art  of  flesh"  (Ezekiel 36:26).  What 
meant  by  "a  heart  of  flesh"? 


Answer:  Dr.  Wilbur  M.  Smith  has 
ven  an  answer  to  this  on  Pages 
i,  232  in  Peloubet's  1968  Select 
)tes  as  follows: 

'By  'a  heart  of  flesh'  is  not 
eant  a  carnal  heart,  in  opposition 
a  spiritual  one,  but  a  heart  im- 
essionable  and  susceptible  to  the 
ost  delicate  impulses  of  God's  will, 
heart  ready  to  receive  the  seed  of 
od's  Word,  in  contrast  to  a  heart 
stone  that  would  be  adamant  against 
ly  revelation  and  command  of  God. 
riting  to  a  friend,  Robert  M. 
'Cheyne  pleaded  thus:  'Learn much 
'.  your  own  heart;  and  when  you 
ive  learned  all  you  can,  remember 
5U  have  seen  but  a  few  yards  into  a 
t  that  is  unfathomable.'  It  is 
ach  an  acute  sense  of  our  sinful - 
jss  which  makes  us  leap  to  such 
promise  as  this,  'A  new  heart  also 
ill  I  give  you.'  Have  you  this 
rime  prerequisite  for  the  obtaining 
I  this  golden  promise?  A  new  heart 
an  only  come   as   a  divine  gift. 

will  give  you  it,'  saith  Jehovah, 
fell  it  is  that  He  saith  it,  for  none 
ther  can.  We  are  shut  up  to  faith 
Him.  Can  any  man  renew  his 
wn  heart?  Let  a  host  of  poor  dis- 
ppointed  attempters  tell  me  their 
oleful  story.  Nay,  let  each  of  us 
ecount  his  own  pitiful  endeavors, 
ftio  can  renew  a  heart  but  God 
nly?  Nor  priest,  nor  prophet,  nor 
fiend  can  effect  this  miraculous 
ransformation.  'A  new  heart  also 
ill  I  give  you.'  Only  He  can  bestow 
lis  ineffable  gift.  But  He  can!  .  .  . 
Vhen  David  was  to  be  possessed  of 
clean  heart  he  was  inspired  to 
ray  'Create  in  me  a  clean  heart,  O 
od'  (Psalm  51:10).  No  saint  ever 
et  became  a  saint  without  supplica- 
ion.    God  will  not  give  Israel  a  new 


heart  except  Israel  inquires  for  it. 
Is  not  that  the  reason  why  so  many 
of  us  lack  a  new  heart?  The  old  and 
stony  heart  would  have  vanished  long 
ago  had  we  made  request  to  God. 
-Dinsdale  T.  Young." 

Christ  tells  all  what  to  do  if  they 
would  be  made  whole.  "Come  unto 
me,  all  ye  that  labour  and  are  heavy 
laden,  and  I  will  give  you  rest. 
Take  my  yoke  upon  you,  and  learn 
of  me;  for  I  am  meek  and  lowly 
in  heart:  and  ye  shall  find  rest 
unto  your  souls.  For  my  yoke  is 
easy  and  my  burden  is  light"  (Mat- 
thew 11:28-30);  "Jesus  answered 
and  said  unto  him,  Verily,  verily, 
I  say  unto  thee,  except  a  man  be 
born  again,  he  cannot  see  the  king- 
dom of  God.  Nicodemus  saith  unto 
him,  How  can  a  man  be  born  when 
he  is  old?  can  he  enter  the  second 
time  into  his  mother's  womb,  and  be 
born?  Jesus  answered,  Verily, 
verily,  I  say  unto  thee,  Except  a  man 
be  born  of  water  and  of  the  Spirit, 
he  cannot  enter  into  the  kingdom  of 
God.  That  which  is  born  of  the 
flesh  is  flesh;  and  that  which  is 
born  of  the  Spirit  is  spirit.  Marvel 
not  that  I  said  unto  thee,  Ye  must  be 
born  again.  The  wind  bloweth  where  it 
listeth,  and  thou  hearest  the  sound 
thereof,  but  canst  not  tell  whence 
it  cometh,  and  whither  it  goeth:  so 
is  every  one  that  is  born  of  the 
Spirit.  ...  He  that  believeth  on 
the  Son  hath  everlasting  life:  and 
he  that  believeth  not  the  Son  shall 
not  see  life;  but  the  wrath  of  God 
abideth  on  him"  (John  3:3-8,  36). 

The  apostles  told  the  jailer  what 
one  must  do:  "And  they  said,  Be- 
lieve on  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ,  and 
thou  shalt  be  saved,  and  thy  house" 
(Acts  16:31).  The  Bible  further 
teaches,  "That  if  thou  shalt  confess 
with  thy  mouth  the  Lord  Jesus,  and 
shalt  believe  in  thine  heart  that  God 
hath  raised  him  from  the  dead,  thou 
shalt  be  saved.  For  with  the  heart 
man  believeth  unto  righteousness; 
and  with  the  mouth  confession  is 
made  unto  salvation.  For  the  scrip- 


ture saith,  Whosoever  believeth  on 
him  shall  not  be  ashamed"  (Romans 
10:9-11);  "The  prophet  that  hath  a 
dream,  let  him  tell  a  dream;  and  he 
that  hath  my  word,  let  him  speak 
my  word  faithfully.  What  is  the  chaff 
to  the  wheat?  saith  the  LORD.  Is 
not  my  word  Hke  as  a  fire?  saith 
the  LORD;  and  like  a  hammer  that 
breaketh  the  rock  inpeices?"  (Jere- 
miah 23:28,  29);  "And  I  will  give 
them  one  heart,  and  I  will  put  a 
new  spirit  within  you;  and  I  will 
take  the  stony  heart  out  of  their 
flesh,  and  will  give  them  an  heart 
of  flesh:  That  they  may  walk  in 
my  statutes,  and  keep  mine 
ordinances,  and  do  them:  and  they 
shall  be  my  people,  and  I  will  be 
their  God"  (Ezekiel  11:19,  20). 

The  hard  heart  and  the  stony 
heart,  also  the  hard  and  stiff  neck, 
are  mentioned  several  times  in  the 
Bible  as  being  symbolic  of  a  spiritual 
condition-one  who  continues  to  rebel 
against  God  and  His  teachings  as 
found  in  the  Bible  grows  into. 
Pharaoh  kept  on  doing  this  throughout 
God's  dealing  with  him  in  the  12 
signs  or  miracles,  including  the  10 
plagues.  Then  we  read:  "He, 
that  being  often  reproved  hardeneth 
his  neck,  shall  suddenly  be  destroy- 
ed, and  that  without  remedy" 
(Proverbs  29:1).  So  this  is  what 
happened  to  Pharaoh  when  he  was 
drowned  in  the  Red  Sea  after  God 
had  done  to  him  what  we  read  con- 
cerning His  long  tolerance  and 
patience  in:  "The  Lord  is  not  slack 
concerning  his  promise,  as  some  men 
count  slackness;  but  is  longsuffering 
to  us -ward,  not  willing  that  any  should 
perish,  but  that  all  should  come  to 
repentance"  (2  Peter  3:9).  (See  and 
compare  1  Timothy  2:2-6.) 

All  men  from  Adam  until  the  last 
Christian  that  is  saved  acquired  this 
hardness  of  or  stony  heart  in  sin. 
Adam,  the  first  man  that  sinned, 
and  every  human  being  except  Christ 
the  God,  has  sinned  and  will  con- 
tinue in  sin  until  he  is  born  again 
or  saved.  Except  this  stony  heart 
be  removed  by  the  power  of  God  as 
exercised  in  the  Word  of  God,  every- 
one will  continue  to  sin  and  acquire 
through  this  a  harder  or  more  stone - 
like  heart  in  every  act  of  sin.  Pharaoh 
did,  the  antichrist  will,  and  so  will 
all  that  are  unsaved;  so  why  not 
give  heed  to  God's  warnings  and 
accept  His  invitation?  "But  he  that 
received  seed  into  the  good  ground 
is  he  that  heareth  the  word,  and 
understandeth  it;  which  also  beareth 
fruit,  and  bringeth  forth,  some  an 
hundredfold,  some  sixty,  some 
thirty"  (Matthew  13:23);  "All  that  the 
Father  giveth  me  shall  come  to  me; 
and  him  that  cometh  to  me  I  will  in 
no  wise  cast  out"  (John  6:37). 
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ST.  CLAIRE  BIBLE  CLAS^} 

THE  SUNDAY  ^jy^Jl> 
SCHOOL  LESSOIS^T 


FOR  AUGUST  18 


Freedom  in  Christ 

Lesson  Text:  Colossians  2:13-23 
Memory  Verse:  Galatians  5:1 

I.  INTRODUCTION 

When  man  was  created  he  was  en- 
dowed with  the  greatest  gift  a  mortal 
could  have:  freedom.  He  was  free 
to  enjoy  an  environment  we  have 
never  had.  He  was  free  to  worship 
his  Maker.  He  was  free  to  choose. 
The  only  restriction  placed  on  him 
was  that  he  should  obey  God.  To 
some  this  may  seem  a  lack  of  free- 
dom, but  in  reality  his  was  a  free- 
dom that  came  through  discipline.  A 
lack  of  discipline  does  not  insure 
freedom;  on  the  contrary,  it  puts 
man  in  the  bondage  of  an  unbridled 
nature  and  he  becomes  a  pawn  of 
sin. 

Having  once  known  the  blessings 
of  freedom,  man  has  never  ceased 
to  desire  it  again.  In  His  compassion 
for  man's  captivity  to  sin,  God  made 
provision  for  his  freedom  once  more. 
When  Adam  was  driven  from  Eden 
God  provided  a  covering  for  his 
body,  a  type  of  the  covering  of  our 
sin  by  the  blood  of  Jesus  Christ. 
When  we  receive  Christ  as  Saviour, 
our  spirit  is  set  free  from  the  bondage 
of  sin,  although  our  bodies  are  still 
subject  to  eventual  death.  If  we  con- 
tinue in  the  faith  we  shall  never 
again  be  bondservants  to  the  flesh 
and  the  devil. 

This  freedom  in  Christ  is  a  gift 
to  us  for  we  could  not  earn  it,  neither 
do  we  deserve  it-it  is  all  of  grace. 
Because  of  this  we  should  always 
recognize  that  what  we  are  or  ever 
hope  to  be  is  because  of  Christ. 
Also  because  of  this  we  must  ever 
be  aware  that  our  freedom  should  not 
be  used  as  a  license  to  do  wrong. 
We  should  use  our  freedom  to  glorify 
Christ  as  we  attempt  to  enlist  others 
in  that  same  freedom. -The  Advanced 
Quarterly  (F.  W.  B  ). 

II.  HINTS  THAT  HELP 

A.  One  of  the  great  dangers  of 
Gnosticism  in  the  days  of  Paul  and 
the  Colossian  church  was  the  fact 
that  it  perverted  true  worship  and 
caused  the  people  to  worship  angels 
rather  than  God.  Anything  that  keeps 
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one  from  worshiping  God  in  spirit 
and  in  truth  is  a  false  doctrine  and 
is  to  be  avoided. 

B.  When  one  allows  his  body  to 
have  such  habits  that  he  cannot  break 
away  from,  he  has  become  a  slave 
to  his  body.  We  believe  that  this  is 
the  point  at  which  habits  that  are 
sometimes  regarded  as  harmless  be- 
come sinful.  No  man  who  is  a 
slave  to  a  habit  is   really  free. 

C.  When  one  becomes  a  slave  to 
some  philosophy  he  is  no  longer  free. 
There  is  no  doubt  that  some  peo- 
ple have  become  so  enamored  of 
certain  cultic  or  philosophical  doc- 
trines that  they  cannot  free  them- 
selves from  them. 

D.  When  one  accepts  Christ  as 
Saviour  he  is  free  to  do  what  he 
wishes,  but  usually  he  wishes,  as  did 
Paul,  to  become  bondservant  of  the 
Lord.  Christ  is  the  Truth,  and  the 
Bible  says  that  the  Truth  shall  make 
you  free.  Therefore,  the  only  free 
man  is  the  Christian. 

E.  Paul  knew  that  the  Colossians 
were  free  because  they  were  Chris- 
tians, but  he  also  knew  that  they 
were  being  tempted  by  a  false  doc- 
trine. So  he  warns  them  and  prays 
for  them  that  they  may  continue  to  be 
free  in  the  Lord. 

-The  Bible  Teacher  (F.  W.  B  ). 

III.    ADDITIONAL  TRUTHS 

A.  Many  interpret  freedom  as 
being  able  to  do  as  they  please.  The 
freedom  Christ  gives  makes  it  pos- 
sible for  us  to  do  what  we  ought. 
How  can  my  life  be  made  meaning- 
ful and  find  its  fulfillment?  How  can 
I  come  to  have  peace  and  joy  within 
my  soul?  Christ  makes  us  free  for 
these  things .  The  freedom  to  do  what 
I  like  is  worse  than  tyranny  if  I 
like  only  those  things  that  bring  me 
damnation.  Look  at  the  prodigal 
son.  The  younger  of  two  sons,  he 
resented  the  restraints  imposed  upon 
him  in  his  father's  house.  He 
yearned  to  be  free,  to  be  his  own 
boss,  to  do  what  he  wanted  to  do 
when  he  wanted  to  do  it.  And  so 
he  was  given  his  wishes.  The 
restraints  were  removed,  and  he 
moved  out  into  the  world  without 
the  encumbrance  of  a  father's  watch- 
ful eye.  Where  did  his  path  of 
unrestrainted    freedom    lead  him? 


Straight  to  a  pig  sty!  Christ  makes 
us  free  for  hetter  things. 

Freedom  may  be  the  emptiest  o 
all  words  if  it  means  only  absence 
from  restraint  or  absence  o: 
authority.  "Freedom  of  speech,' 
says  Dr.  Robert  M.  Hutchins,  "ij 
empty  unless  we  have  something  tc 
say."  What  good  is  free  speed 
if  we  use  it  to  lie  and  fill  the  aii 
with  useless  talk?  Freedom  of  wor- 
ship is  empty  if  we  have  no  God  tc 
worship .  Someone  has  said  that  som< 
of  our  people  here  in  the  land  oi 
the  free  were  terribly  upset  whei 
Russia  closed  its  churches,  but  didn'i 
even  know  that  their  own  churches 
were  open.  Freedom  is  not  good 
nay,  it  is  damning  if  it  is  made  ai 
end  in  itself  and  is  divorced  front 
divine  purpose. 

A  Christian  lives  on  a  highei 
plane  than  that  of  law.  A  marriag 
that  is  based  merely  on  a  lega 
contract  may  be  faithfully  kept  am 
yet  be  a  hell  on  earth.  It  is  nc 
virtue  to  a  father  to  provide  for  his 
family  just  because  the  law  says  he 
must.  And  the  son  who  succumbs 
to  a  father's  decrees  is  not  neces- 
sarily virtuous.  He  may  be  merely 
a  slave. 

What  then  is  the  place  of  the  laws 
of  God  that  were  included  in  the 
old  covenant?  Negatively,  they  are 
not  the  basis  of  our  acceptability 
with  Him.  It  is  from  this  condemna-j 
tion  that  Christ  has  set  us  free.  Thejj 
do  show  the  will  of  God  for  His 
children.  But  henceforth  I  will  not 
steal,  not  because  of  the  compulsion! 
of  the  law,  but  because  of  the  com- 
pulsion of  love. 

See  how  this  works.  When,  in  the 
early  days  of  the  church,  need  arose 
among  the  poor  Christians  in  Jeru- 
salem, no  law  was  imposed  upon 
those  with  possessions  to  make  them 
surrender  them.  They  were  free  tol 
keep  them  selfishly,  if  they  would; 
But  they  were  also  free  to  give  themj 
away.  What  a  joyous  freedom!  Ant 
what  joy  they  found  in  it!  In  Christ 
we  are  set  free  to  live  life  on  its 
highest  level,  as  the  children  ol 
God. -Standard  Lesson  Commentary,! 

B.  King  James  could  imprison 
that  humble  thinking,  John  Bunyan, 
for  preaching  on  the  streets  of  Bed- 
ford, and  proclaiming  to  the  work 
a  great  spiritual  emanicipation;  bul 
Bunyan  was  free  in  a  soul  that  re- 
veled in  spiritual  visions  and  de- 
lights. 

There  is  a  true  freedom  that  lives 
under  the  compulsion  of  love.  Are 
you  really  free  not  only  as  a  citi- 
zen of  American  but  of  the  heavenly 
country?  Or  are  you  under  the 
dominion  of  sin,  compelled  to  give 
way  to  evil  temptations  and  lusts- 
(Continued  on  Page  15) 

THE  FREE  WILL  BAPTISli 


Free  Will  Baptist  Children's  Home 

"A  Christian  Home  for  Boys  and  Girls" 

Minnij'SKX,  north  Carolina  27557 

MR.  SAMMY  WEEKS,  Superintendent  -  Phone  (919)235-4079 


School  News 


mft  to  right:  Janice  Tebo,  Ricky 
Idrcloth,  and  Judy  Hill. 


|  School  closing  was  indeed  a  busy, 
:citing  time  here  at  the  Children's 
)me.  The  excitement  of  passing 
eir  grades  and  getting  ready  to  go 
i  their  vacation  had  everyone  hurry - 
g  to  and  fro. 

[In  the  Central  Cottage-Janice 
sbo,  who  graduated  from  Southern 
ish  Senior  High  School,  was  pack- 
jg  her  things  to  move  to  Kinston. 
le  is  working  on  the  PACE  program 
Caswell  Center  during  the  summer 
id  staying  with  her  sponsors  at 
ritish  Chapel  church.  In  the  fall 
mice  will  be  attending  Mount  Olive 
allege,  Mount  Olive.  We  miss  her  on 
e  campus  but  she  talks  like  she  is 
ljoying  her  work. 

Also  in  the  Central  Cottage,  Judy 
ill,  who  graduated  from  Southern 
ash  Senior  High  School,  was  busy 
icking  her  things  but  for  a  dif- 
rent  reason.  Judy  was  busy  get- 
ng  things  ready  for  her  wedding  to 
Lily  Joe  Jones  here  in  the  Memorial 
tiapel.  With  her  friends  and  family 
>ming  in  everyone  was  excited  and 
;ady  to  help  with  the  wedding.  It 
as  a  beautiful  wedding  and  she  is 
>w  living  in  Bailey.  Judy  and  Billy 
)e  visit  us  often. 

In  the  Rodger s  Cottage,  Ricky 
aircloth,  who  graduated  from  South - 
*n  Nash  Senior  High  School,  was 
lsy  packing  his  things  to  go  to 
ork  with  his  sponsor,  Free  Union 
lurch,  Greene  County.  He  is  look- 
g  forward  to  attending  Mount  Olive 
ollege  this  fall.     It  is  always  a 


pleasure  to  see  our  children  return 
for  a  weekend  visit  on  our  campus. 

Claudius  Emore  is  home  for  the 
summer  and  works  in  Spring  Hope. 
Claudius  is  in  school  atLees-McRae 
College,  Banner  Elk,  and  was  named 
on  the  Dean's  List  for  the  fall  and 
spring  semesters,  1973-1974.  The 
Dean's  List  is  a  high  honor  extend- 
ed only  to  those  students  who  re- 
ceived a  minimum  of  a  three -point 
ratio  for  fourteen  or  more  credit 
hours.  We  are  very  proud  of  Clau- 
dius' academic  record  and  extend  our 
best  wishes  for  continued  success  at 
Lees-McRae  College  next  fall. 

We  are  now  having  a  summer 
school  program  for  our  younger 
children,  who  need  help  in  getting 
ready  for  the  next  school  year.  Each 
morning,  Monday  through  Friday, 
from  9:30  to  11:30  a.m.,  we  have 
classes  in  our  educational  depart- 
ment of  the  chapel.  After  our 
morning  devotion,  we  have  classes 
for  the  kindergarten  to  the  sixth 
grade.  Classes  consist  of  phonics, 
reading,  English,  spelling,  science, 
math,  and  art.  Each  child  is  show- 
ing an  interest  in  his  or  her  work 
and  seems  to  enjoy  coming  to  school 
each  day. 

There  are  three  of  our  older  girls 
who  are  tutors  for  our  summer 
school:  Misses  Cindy  Patterson, 
Judy  Warren,  and  Brenda  Weeks. 
In  this  program  we  hope  to  develop 
a  self-interest  and  a  feeling  of  secu- 
rity in  the  things  each  child  learns 
from  attending  our  summer  school. 
If  we  can  just  instill  within  them  a 
desire  to  improve  in  self-respect, 
manners,  conduct,  and  a  reason  for 
studying,  we  will  have  accomplished 
a  great  task. 

Recreational  Center 

by  Kay  Hill 

A  recreational  area,  the  front  half 
of  the  laundry  building,  has  recently 
been  built  for  the  enjoyment  of  the 
children  at  the  Home.  In  this  area 
there  is  a  place  for  games  and  fun 
for  all.  We  now  have  an  air  hockey 
game,  an  electric  football  game, 
checkers,  and  other  boxed  games. 
For  the  little  ones  there  are  color- 
ing books,  electric  trains,  etc.  How- 


ever, some  of  the  children  like  to 
bring  their  own  games  down  to  the 
recreational  center  to  share  with 
others.  Also  we  have  a  nice  stereo 
to  play  while  enjoying  our  games. 

The  canteen  has  been  moved  into 
this  building  in  a  convenient  area 
for  serving.  We  have  a  schedule 
posted  on  the  wall  so  the  children 
will  know  when  the  center  is  open- 
ed. At  2  p.m.  the  center  is  opened 
for  the  smaller  children  so  they 
can  be  with  their  friends.  Then  at 
night,  at  7:30,  it  is  open  for  the 
older  children.  The  children  may  go 
to  the  center  when  it  is  open  to  buy 
refreshments.  If  the  children  do  not 
have  use  of  the  games,  they  socialize 
with  each  other  until  they  can  play. 

Now  for  the  energetic  ones  we  have 
almost  completed  our  tennis  court. 
There  is  still  a  little  work  to  be 
done,  but  it  is  ready  enough  to  be 
used.  However,  there's  only  enough 
tennis  supplies  available  for  a  few 
couples  to  play.  We  hope  to  be 
better  equipped  later  on  so  there  will 
be  a  better  chance  for  all  to  play. 

The  children  at  the  Home  would 
like  to  express  their  appreciation  to 
all  who  have  made  it  possible  to  have 
this  recreational  center  and  the  tennis 
court  built  and  hope  when  you  visit 
the  Home  you  will  come  down  and  be 
with  them  while  enjoying  these 
games. 


New  Children  Join 
Family 


Pictured  above  are  three  new  mem  - 
bers  of  the  Children's  Home  family. 
They  are  left  to  right:  Allen,  age 
nine;  Dorothy,  age  four;  and  Jeffery 
Johnson,  age  eight.  They  came  to 
us  July  29  from  Wilson  County.  We 
welcome  our  new  members  to  the 
campus. 

(Continued  on  Page  12) 
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TEARS  OF  ANGELS 


mOST  everyone  was  gone  when 
David  arrived  at  the  gravesite. 
He  paused  a  moment  before  leaving 
the  taxicab. 

The  on  pour  of  rain  shrouded  the 
earth  and  left  the  window  blurred. 

"Come  on,  Mister,"  the  sloppy 
cab  driver  demanded.  "I  got  lots 
of  runs  to  make.    Have  a  heart." 

' '  Yeah,  sure, ' '  David  heard  himself 
say.  He  stepped  out  of  the  taxi 
into  a  large  pool  of  water  which 
splashed  his  pants  and  shoes. 

David  didn't  even  pause  to  look 
down  but  moved  toward  the  new 
gravesite. 

One  man  passed  him  and  touched 
his  weather-beaten  hat  in  David's 
direction. 

David  passed  him  without  a  sign  and 
walked  on. 

The  sky  roared  angerly  with  thun- 
der.   It  popped  and  cracked  merci- 
lessly at  the  ground  below. 

David  halted  and  looked  with  pain 
and  regret  to  the  mound  of  clay 
and  dirt. 

"Moth  .  .  ."  he  at  last  tried  to 
say  but  his  voice  cracked  with  pain 
and  grief.  The  tears  he  was  cry- 
ing blended  with  the  now  softer 
rainfall. 

"Mama,"  he  at  last  uttered  in  a 
wail  of  hurt  and  pain. 

The  rain  began  beating  harder 
and  harder  on  the  mound.  The 
water  was  trickling  into  the  loose 
dirt   and  seeping  into  the  ground. 

"  !"  he  shrieked  to  the  sky. 

"God  .  .  ." 

"David,"  a  voice  quietly  spoke  be- 
hind him. 

David  wheeled  about  in  anger  as  he 
came  face  to  face  with  Rev.  Martin. 

David  looked  down  to  the  earth. 
The  rain  seem  to  beat  him  wearily 
down  and  down. 

"I  came  as  soon  as  I  could," 
David  tried  to  explain. 

"I  know  you  did." 

"How  did  my  mother  die?  I  didn't 
even  know  she  was  sick,"  David 
questioned  quietly. 

"No  one  knew  she  was  sick.  She 
kept  her  pain  between  herself  and 
the  Lord.  He  looked  after  her, 
David." 

"You      believe     that?"  David 
sneered. 
"Yes." 

David  turned  away.  He  was  hurt 
and  wounded  from  her  death. 

"Come  on,  let's  go  into  my  of- 


by  Linda  Craft 

fice  in  the  church.  It's  at  least 
dry." 

David  followed  with  numbness. 

The  sky  overhead  cracked  again 
and  again.  The  rainwater  poured 
on,  drowning  the  earth  with  the  clear 
liquid. 

Inside,  David  tossed  his  raincoat 
over  one  of  the  chairs.  He  walked 
to  the  window  of  the  pastor's  of- 
fice and  stared  into  the  gray  world 
around  him. 

"Was  it  a  good  funeral?  I  mean, 
did  a  lot  of  people  come?"  asked 
David. 

"Yes,  your  mother  had  many 
friends.  Many,  many  friends." 

David  covered  his  weary  eyes  with 
the  palm  of  his  left  hand. 

"My  father,  how  is  he?"  he  asked. 

"He's  hurt  David,  but  he's  com- 
forted by  the  fact  he'll  be  with 
your  mother  one  day  in  heaven." 

"You  never  give  up,  do  you  Pas- 
tor," David  snapped  at  the  older 
man. 

"No;  neither  does  God." 

"How  are  my  brothers  and  sis- 
ters?" David  inquired. 

"All  fine.  Carolyn  has  two  sons 
and  Dana  is  engaged  to  Steve  Carl- 
ton. Ned  and  Kurt  are  both  liv- 
ing in  town  with  their  families." 

"You  know,  I  could  buy  and  sell 
everyone  of  them  five  times  over," 
David  said  proudly. 

"Yes,  you  are  a  successful  man; 
but,  'For  what  shall  it  profit  a  man, 
if  he  shall  gain  the  whole  world  and 
lose  his  own  soul?'  (Mark  8:36)." 

David  made  no  sign  of  emotion  but 
continued  looking  out  at  the  rain. 

"David,  David,"  the  minister  said 
sadly  as  the  sky  roared  around 
him. 

David  kept  looking  out  the  rain- 
streaked  window.  He  had  left  many 
years  ago  with  nothing  but  a  dream 
of  wealth  and  power.  He  thought 
his  former  life  with  God  and  family 
was  behind  him,  cut  off  forever; 
but  now  he  realized  the  ties  were 
more  binding  than  before. 

"I  hurt  my  own  mother,  Rev. 
Martin.  All  my  life,  I've  hurt 
my  mother  and  sinned  against  God," 
confessed  David. 

"She  forgave  the  hurt  before  you 
had  committed  it,  like  God;  just  like 
God." 

For  the  first  time  in  years  David 
wept  openly.  His  heart  truly  was 
broken. 

The  rain  poured  on  in  rhapsody. 
The   now   blacken   sky  cracked  to 


his  left.  It  was  answered  with  a 
roar  to  his  right. 

"I  almost  wish  I  knew  this  God 
that  my  mother  loved.  Maybe  He 
could  love  me  too,"  David  said  softly. 

"He  does!"   the  pastor  smiled. 

"No,  I'm  too  far  gone.  I  am  a 
sinner  and  there  is  no  turning  back." 

"Do  you  know  what  the  Bible 
says,  David?  'Come  now,  and  let 
us  reason  together,  saith  the  LORD, 
though  your  sins  be  as  scarlet,  they 
shall  be  white  as  snow;  .  .  .' 
(Isaiah  1:18).  Luke  5:31  also  says, 
'.  .  .  They  that  are  whole  need 
not  a  physician;  but  they  that  are 
sick.'  Jesus  is  the  great  Healer. 
He  can  forgive  your  sins  and  mend 
your  broken  heart,"  answered  the 
Reverend. 

"He  can't  give  my  mother  life," 
sobbed  David. 

The  pastor  smiled,  "David,  I'm 
as  sure  as  I  am  standing  here  that 
your  mother  is  with  Him  now,  this 
moment,  in  heaven." 

David  bit  at  the  side  of  his  lip. 

"You  talk  a  good  sale,  Preacher. 
I  ought  to  have  you  on  my  sales 
staff,"  said  David,  as  he  looked  out 
into  the  blackness  of  night. 

"David,  the  Lord  is  your  only  ref- 
uge in  this  time  of  storm.  Come  to 
Him.  He  is  waiting  with  open  arms," 
begged  the  pastor. 

The  sky  cracked  again. 

"He  loves  you,  David.  He  died  for 
you!"  the  pastor  pleaded  on. 

"It's  too  late,  Pastor.  God  doesn't 
want  me.  If  He  did,  He'd  let  me 
know,"  David  cried  wildly  as  he  ran 
from  the  pastor's  small  office  into 
the  rain. 

Instinctively,  David  walked  to  his 
mother's  grave.  Confused  and  hurt, 
he  looked  into  the  dirt  mound. 

Could  God  still  love  me?  Could 
God  forgive  me?  Could  God  show  me 
all  was  not  lost  in  the  grave?  David 
questioned. 

"God!"  he  at  last  cried  out,  "For- 
give me." 

David  wept  like  the  child  he  felt 
inside.  There  was  no  hope  for 
him,  no  love,  no  forgiveness,  and  no 
God. 

Suddenly  the  sky  roared  and  broke 
with  thunder.  The  white  lightning 
brightened  the  earth  with  illumina- 
tion enough,  and  the  world  appeared 

as  day. 

David  looked  in  disbelief  to 
his  mother's  grave. 

The  light  lingered  on  for  what 
seemed  like  an  eternity. 

(Continued  on  Page  15) 
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Unmitigated 


by  the  Rev.  R.  P.  Harris 


Scriptural  Basis:  "Study  to  shew 
thyself  approved  unto  God,  a  work- 
man that  needeth  not  to  be  ashamed, 
rightly  dividing  the  word  of  truth" 
(2  Timothy  2:15). 

WHEN   WE   GLEAN   FROM  GOD'S 
WORD  WE  GROW  IN  GRACE 

A  boy  or  girl  who  is  physically 
well  will  grow  up  to  be  a  man  or 
woman.  There  are  many  things  to 
contribute  to  this  growth.  The  right 
kind  of  diet,  the  right  amount  of 
exercise,  and  the  right  amount  and 
kind  of  entertainment  will  bring 
good  health,  and  in  most  cases, 
prosperity. 

The  same  conditions  are  true  as  a 
Christian  grows  in  grace  and  in  the 
knowledge  of  our  Lord  and  Saviour, 
Jesus  Christ.  First,  the  infant 
Christian  needs  the  sincere  milk  of 
the  Word  and  then  as  he  grows  up 
he  will  need  the  sincere  meat  of  the 
Word.  The  Christian  growth  also 
needs  participation  in  doing  things- 
taking  part  in  religious  activities, 
bearing  one  another's  burdens,  and 
feeding  regularly  from  the  Word  of 
God. 

Christians  are  Christians  only  by 
God's  grace.  God's  grace  is  the  only 
source  of  spiritual  needs.  God's 
grace  is  sufficient  for  us  in  all  our 
problems  and  difficulties.  Many 
times  we  learn  the  hard  way  that 
God's  grace  is  sufficient.  We  take 
over  and  try  to  force  things  our 
way  to  find  out  that  God's  plans  for 
us  were  working  all  the  time.  Abra- 
ham forced  the  issue  of  providing 
an  heir  when  he  had  a  son  by  one 
of  his  concubines.  He  could  not 
wait  for  God's  time  to  give  him  a 
son  by  his  wife,  Sarah.  But  God  did 
give  him  a  son,  a  legal  son,  the  one 
through  whom  the  nations  of  the 
earth  would  be  blessed. 

So  then  the  Christian  is  to  grow 
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Zin  (wilderness) 
Seir  (mount) 
Shapher  (mount) 
Shur  (wilderness) 
Sin  (wilderness) 
Sinai  (mount) 
Syrian  (desert) 
Tabor  (mount) 
Moreh  (hill) 


Nebo  (mount) 
Olive  (mount) 
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in  the  grace  and  in  the  knowledge  of 
our  Lord  and  Saviour,  Jesus  Christ. 
This  growth  is  provided  for  us  in 
God's  Word.  We  need  only  to  glean 
from  the  Word  and  use  what  we  learn. 

Food  is  no  good  to  our  bodies  un- 
less the  body  absorbs  and  uses  it 
for  all  its  physical  needs.  Just  so 
the  spiritual  needs  are  met  only  when 
we  are  able  to  use  what  God's  Word 
supplies. 

This  brings  us  again  to  the  fact 
that  God's  grace  is  sufficient  for  us. 
We  do  not  need  to  look  to  any  other 
source.  God's  grace  becomes  suf- 
ficient as  we  apply  it  in  all  the 
areas  of  our  living.  The  same  reli- 
gious principles  will  apply  in  all  our 


dealings  with  one  another.  It  ap- 
plies in  business  deals,  social  and 
entertainment  involvements,  and  in 
all  our  responsibilities  to  the  church 
and  its  activities. 

God's  divine  grace  is  an  all-suf- 
ficient guide.  When  we  are  in  doubt 
about  anything,  we  need  only  to  com- 
mit it  to  God  in  prayer  and  then 
wait  on  God  for  the  answer.  Pa- 
tience will  pay  off.  God  knows  that 
we  need  time  to  think  and  to  ob- 
serve before  we  act.  Therefore, 
He  waits  until  His  time  is  ripe 
for  the  occasion.  God  helps  us  to 
wait  upon  Him  and  to  apply  our 
hearts  into  wisdom-the  wisdom  of 
God  from  His  Holy  Word! 
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NOAH 

When  I  think  of  Noah,  I  think  of  him 
as  the  man  whom  God  told  to  build 
an  ark  and  he  built  it.  We  picture  the 
beauty  and  simplicity  as  the  animals 
in  pairs  lined  up  to  board  the  ark, 
and  finally  Noah  and  his  family 
triumphantly  coming  aboard.  The 
floods  came  and  Noah's  family  was 
saved.  It  was  simple.  God  told 
Noah  to  build  an  ark.  No  scruples. 
Noah  built  it.  How  foolish  the  people 
were  who  gave  up  life  on  the  ark  for 
death  in  the  muddy,  swirling  flood 
waters. 

But  let's  take  a  closer  look.  The 
world  was  wicked.  You  couldn't  look 
anywhere  without  seeing  sin.  There 
was  sin  in  the  home,  sin  in  the 
business  world,  sin  in  the  temples, 
and  even  sin  on  the  sacrificial  altars. 
Noah  and  his  family  worshiped  God 
devoutly. 

One  day  as  Noah  was  on  his  knees 
praying  to  God  for  a  revival,  God 
heard  his  prayers.  But  He  didn't 
send  a  revival.  He  said,  "Noah, 
I've  given  these  people  every  op- 
portunity they  need,  but  they'll  not 
turn  from  their  wickedness.  I'll 
give  them  one  more  chance.  I  want 
you  to  build  an  ark  because  I'm 
sending  a  flood  to  destroy  my  beauti- 
ful creation  and  all  those  sinful 
people.  You  can  warn  them  that  only 
those  on  the  ark  will  be  saved  when 
the  floods  come." 

Can't  you  hear  Noah  stuttering 
when  he  asked,  "But,  God,  build  an 
ark  in  the  middle  of  dry  land?  Why, 
I'll  be  the  laughingstock!  People 
are  already  calling  me  a  religious 
fanatic!" 

God  answered,  "Hear  me,  Noah! 
Unless  this  is  done,  no  one  will 
be  saved." 

Noah  answered  softly,  "I've  always 
tried  to  obey  you  and  I'll  do  my 
best  now,  Lord." 

Thus  began  the  most  extensive 
building  program  in  the  history  of 
man.  The  most  durable  building 
materials  were  used.  On  the  Sab- 
bath Day,  Noah  rested  from  his 
physical  labor  and  preached  repen- 
tance. 

To  begin  with,  people  came  from 
near  and  far  to  see  this  phenomenon 
as  Noah  and  his  sons  worked  stead- 
fastly through  the  sultry  heat  of 
summer  and  the  freezing  rains  of 


winter.  This,  no  doubt,  was  a 
tourist  attraction.  Campfires  of 
travelers  could  be  seen  freckling 
the  landscape  at  night.  They  prob- 
ably wondered  in  the  beginning  if 
Noah  could  be  telling  the  truth. 
Would  God  destroy  the  world?  Noah 
would  sound  so  positive  when  he'd 
turn  from  a  peg  he  was  driving 
and  invite  the  people  to  join  him. 

The  novelty  soon  wore  off,  and  the 
people  didn't  wonder  anymore  if  this 
was  truth.  They  crossed  him  off 
as  a  religious  fanatic  bordering  on 
lunacy.  They  still  came,  but  to 
laugh  and  jeer  at  him  and  make 
obscene  remarks  about  his  mental 
capacity. 

We  hear  so  much  about  the  patience 
of  Job,  but  have  you  ever  consider- 
ed the  persistence  of  Noah?  He 
spent  120  years  building  the  ark  and 
preaching.  All  his  earthly  resources 
were  invested  in  the  project.  Now, 
that's  total  commitment!  Can't  you 
imagine  there  must  have  been  times 
when  he,  himself,  must  have  ques- 
tioned what  he  was  doing?  Times 
when  he  wanted  to  crawl  off  into  a 
hole  from  the  jeering  mob?  His 
preaching  for  120  years  hadn't  re- 
sulted in  a  single  convert  outside 
his  immediate  family.  He  probably 
asked  time  and  time  again,  "Why, 
Lord,  why?"  He  experienced  times 
of  depression  and  frustration  as  great 
as  any  ever  experienced  by  man. 

As    He  promised,  God  sent  the 


deluge  and  only  Noah's  family,  the 
animals,  and  the  fowls  who  inhabit- 
ed the  ark  were  saved.  The  mul- 
titudes believed  then,  but  too  late. 
Can  you  picture  yourself  as  one  of  the 
unbelievers,  clamoring  against  the 
door  trying  to  open  it?  You  had  been 
down  twice  and  knew  it  was  your  last 
breath.  Think  for  a  moment  how 
you'd  feel. 

This  isn't  a  fairy  tale  about  gods 
and  goddesses,  but  real  honest -to - 
goodness  people.  They  walked  on  two 
legs .  They  experienced  joy,  pain,  and 
sorrow.  They  had  doubts  and  per- 
plexities the  same  as  you  and  I. 
The  Bible  is  alive! 


Music  Lover:  "I'm  sorry  that 
other  engagements  prevent  my 
attending  your  charity  concert,  but  I 
shall  be  with  you  in  spirit." 

Solicitor:  "That's  fine!  Where 
would  you  like  your  spirit  to  sit? 
We  have  tickets  for  a  half  dollar, 
a  dollar,  and  two  dollars." 


Coming  Events  .  .  . 

August  5-8-Ministers'  Institute, 
Mount  Olive,  North  Carolina 

September  21,  10  A.M.-Free  Will 
Baptist  Visitation  Day,  Mount  Olive 
College,  Mount  Olive 
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Bible  Popular  As  School  Textbook 


by  Clarence  Duncan 

Teaching  Bible  Literature 
in  the  English  departments 
of  the  nation's  schools  is 
becoming  more  prevalent 
every  year.  Most  of  these 
courses  use  only  the  Bible  as 
a  textbook,  and  the  King 
James  version  is  popular 
because  of  its  poetic  style, 
according  to  Mrs.  Katharine 
Fugitt,  head  of  the  English 
Department  at  Fai  rfield 
High  School  in  Hamilton, 
Ohio.  Resource  books  in 
Mrs.  Fugjtt's  Bible  Litera- 
ture classes  include  a  con- 
cordance, a  Bible  diction- 
ary, and  several  copies  of 
The  Living  Bible,  a  modern 
paraphrase  of  the  Bible. 

Mrs.  Fugitt  is  typical  of 
the  English  teachers  who 
find  Bible  Literature  courses 
popular  electives  and  who 
initiate  such  studies  because 
they  deem  a  knowledge  of 
the  Bible  vital  to  the  well- 
read  or  "educated"  person. 
She  says  she  doesn't  expect 
her  students  to  know  every- 
thing in  or  about  the  Bible, 
but  "there's  no  excuse  for 
not  knowing  where  to  go  to 
find  out." 

As  English  departments 
add  new  electives  to  their 
courses  of  study  and  teach- 
ing schedules,  the  Bible 
taught  as  literature  is  being 
included  as  fast  as  teachers 
can  be  found  who  aren't 
afraid  to  teach  the  course. 

"I  volunteered  to  teach 
Bible  Literature  because  I 
thought  I  was  well-qualified, 
having  studied  the  Bible 
most  of  my  life,"  Mrs. 
Fugitt  says.  "I  didn't  know 
as  much  as  I  thought  I  did, 
however,  and  had  to  study 
diligently  to  stay  ahead  of 
my  classes.  The  kids  kept 
coming  up  with  questions  I 
didn't  have  the  answer  to," 
she  states.  "Eve  spent  more 


time  in  preparation  for  this 
course  than  for  anything 
I've  ever  taught." 

Just  how  many  high 
schools  are  offering  this 
elective  is  unknown.  Even 
the  state  departments  of 
education  likely  do  not 
know  just  how  widespread 
study  of  the  Bible  really  is 
because  the  local  high 
school  generally  lays  out  its 
own  course  work. 

Since  Fairfield  High 
School  in  Hamilton  is  on 
the  quarter  system,  Mrs. 
Fugitt  has  from  90  to  100 
in  each  class  she  teaches  on 
the  Bible.  She  has  had 
several  thousand  students  in 
these  two  elective  courses 
since  it  first  began  several 
years  ago.  "One  of  the 
primary  purposes  of  the 
course  is  to  make  the 
students  familiar  enough 
with  the  Bible  that  everyday 
allusions,  and  allusions  in 
literature,  can  be  easily 
understood. 

"For  example,  when 
someone  says  to  them,  'I  see 
the  handwriting  on  the 
wall,'  they  know  he's  refer- 
ring to  the  story  in  Daniel 
5:5,  or  if  they  say  'as  old  as 
Methusalah,'  they  know  it's 
old." 

As  long  as  the  Bible  is 
approached  as  literature  and 
discussions  of  denomina- 
tional belief  are  not  allow- 
ed, both  pastors  and  parents 
seem  to  favor  the  course. 
Mrs.  Fugitt  says  she  has  had 
only  one  minister  and  one 
parent  who  have  called  her 
to  say  they'd  like  to  visit 
the  class  to  see  how  she 
handled  it.  Neither  one 
showed  up.  She  has  had  no 
negative  reactions  and  no 
remarks  from  anyone,  she 
says. 

"I've  had  numerous  calls 
from    teachers    in  other 


schools  in  other  cities,  in- 
quiring about  the  course 
and  wanting  to  discuss  a 
curriculum  through  which 
they  could  begin  similar 
Bible  study  courses  in  their 
school's  English  depart- 
ment," says  Mrs.  Fugitt. 

"I  would  say  that  about 
half  the  students  who  sign 
up  for  Bible  Literature  I 
(Old  Testament)  or  Bible 
Lieterature  II  (New  Testa- 
ment) know  some  Bible 
stories  but  can't  place  them 
in  the  Bible.  Fewer  than 
one  tenth  of  the  students 
have  any  depth  knowledge 
of  the  Bible  which  would 
affect  their  way  of  life,"  she 
observes. 

The  secret  of  success  in 
teaching  the  Bible  in  high 
school  seems  to  be  to  leave 
theology  or  sectarian  reli- 
gious beliefs  completely  out 
of  the  course  of  study.  Mrs. 
Fugitt  declines  to  identify 
herself  with  any  denomina- 
tion or  faith  group,  al- 
though she  is  a  Christian 
and  has  definite  convictions 
based  on  her  knowledge  and 
belief  of  the  Bible  as  the 
Word  of  God. 

Although  a  student  may 
use  any  Bible  he  wishes  in 
the  Fairfield  High  Bible  Lit. 
courses,  Mrs.  Fugitt  teaches 
primarily  from  the  King 
James  version.  She  says  she 
emphasizes  to  her  students 
that  the  King  James  Bible  is 
used  for  its  "literary  value," 
but  that  "some  of  the 
modern  translations  are 
more  accurate  because  of 
the  Dead  Sea  Scrolls  and 
other  archaeological  discov- 
eries since  the  King  James 
version  was  translated." 

The  Living  Bible  is  used 
to  help  clarify  difficult 
passages  of  the  Bible.  Some 
students  who  have  little 
Bible    background    use  it 


almost  exclusively,  but  all 
of  Mrs.  Fugitt's  students  use 
it  for  reference.  Asked  how 
she  feels  about  The  Living 
Bible,  Mrs.  Fugitt  simply 
says,  "Well,  I  keep  two  on 
my  desk  at  school,  I  have 
three  at  home,  and  I've 
asked  the  school  librarian  to 
order  10  more  for  my 
classes.  Many  of  my  stu- 
dents carry  it." 

"There  are  lots  of  kids 
who  think  they  can't  be 
tough  and  show  an  interest 
in  religion,"  Mrs.  Fugitt 
continues.  "But  they  can 
find  out  about  the  Bible  in 
Bible  Lit.  without  their 
peers  thinking  anything  a- 
bout  it." 

This  English  teacher,  and 
many  of  her  counterparts  in 
other  high  schools  with 
whom  she  has  discussed  the 
matter,  believe  that  kids  will 
"buy  anything  that  is  kept 
interesting  and  yet  challeng- 
ing. Not  too  easy,  not  too 
hard,  and  yet  interesting. 
The  Bible  offers  so  much 
material  that  it's  possible  to 
put  together  a  course  like 
that." 

Mrs.  Fugitt  says  she's 
learned  more  in  teaching  the 
Bible  than  "I  have  learned 
in  any  other  subject.  I  have 
no  way  of  knowing  what  it 
has  done  for  the  lives  of  my 
students,  but  I  hope  it  has 
had  an  impact  on  them. 

"No  matter  whether  they 
believe  that  Jesus  is  the 
promised  Messiah,  or  a  pro- 
phet and  not  the  Messiah,  or 
that  He  was  just  a  man,  or  is 
a  fictitious  character  — 
there's  no  way  they  can  get 
around  the  fact  that  He  has 
influenced  their  lives." 

Clarence  E.  Duncan  is  pro- 
motion director  of  the  Southern 
Baptist  Radio  and  Television 
Commission  and  is  a  widely  read 
religion  writer. 
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MOUNT  OLIVE  COLLEGE 
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MOUNT  OLIVE  COLLEGE  OFFERS 
UNIQUE  EDUCATIONAL 
OPPORTUNITY  FOR 
MINISTER'S  WIFE 

Mount  Olive  College  offers  a  uni- 
que educational  opportunity  for  the 
minister's  wife.  A  scholarship 
covering  full  tuition  is  available 
to  the  wife  of  any  minister  for 
any  number  of  courses  she  may  wish 
to  take.  The  only  charge  is  a  fee 
of  $10  per  course,  plus  books.  Each 
first  time  applicant  also  pays  a  $10 
application  fee  which  applies  to  all 
students. 

The  purpose  of  the  program  is 
to  give  the  wife  of  the  minister 
an  opportunity  to  learn  and  develop 
her  own  life,  and  if  she  prefers,  her 
own  professional  or  vocational 
career,  along  with  her  husband.  As 
church  leadership  and  pastoral  duties 
become  more  complex  and  demand- 


ing, the  minister  and  his  wife  must 
function  as  a  team  in  the  ministry. 

A  variety  of  courses  are  avail- 
able to  the  minister's  wife,  includ- 
ing those  in  biblical  studies,  or  in  the 
pastoral  care  area  with  such  courses 
as  "The  Minister  and  His  Work," 
which  is  an  introduction  to  the  Chris- 
tian ministry.  A  variety  of  courses 
are  available  in  the  area  of  secre- 
tarial science,  business,  and  music. 
There  will  be  extra  charge  for  those 
who   take   private   music  lessons. 

Registration  for  fall  classes  will 
be  Wednesday,  September  4,  1974, 
and  classes  will  begin  Thursday, 
September  5,  1974. 

For  application  form  and  other  in- 
formation write  to  Mr.  Russell  Dun- 
can, Director  of  Admissions,  Mount 
Olive  College,  Mount  Olive,  North 
Carolina  28365;  telephone,  (919)  658- 
2502. 


CHILDREN'S  HOME 

(Continued  from  Page  7) 

To  Enter  Hospital 

Kevin  Lee  will  enter  Wilson 
Memorial  Hospital  in  Wilson,  on 
August  22  for  corrective  surgery  on 
his  nose.  His  surgery  is  scheduled 
for  eight  o'clock  on  the  morning  of 
August  23. 

Kevin  is  fifteen  years  old  and 
lives  in  the  Rodger s  Cottage.  We 
ask  that  you  remember  Kevin  in  your 
prayers  and  also  he  would  appreciate 
a  card  from  you. 

Children's  Off- 
Campus  Visits 

Our  visiting  weekend  for  the  month 
of  August  will  be  the  Labor  Day 
weekend.  The  children  may  be 
picked  up  at  five  o'clock  on  Friday 
afternoon,  August  30,  and  returned  on 
Monday,  September  2,  by  five  p.m. 

If  you  are  a  sponsor  or  visiting 
family  and  desire  to  have  a  child  or 
children  in  your  home  for  this  week- 


end, please  contact  the  child's  house- 
mother by  Wednesday,  August  28. 

If  you  are  not  a  sponsor  or  visit- 
ing family  already  and  are  interested 
in  having  some  of  our  children  visit 
with  you,  please  contact  Mrs.  Gladys 
Weeks,  Children's  Home,  Middlesex, 
North  Carolina  27557,  or  call  235- 
4079.  We  have  several  young  and 
older  children  who  do  not  have  a 
sponsor  or  visiting  family.  Thank 
you  for  your  help  and  interest  in  our 
children. 


GOD'S  GREAT  LOVE 
One  time  a  father  wanted  to  teach 
his  son  the  lesson  of  God's  great 
goodness.  He  took  him  to  the  top 
of  a  high  hill  and  pointed  north- 
ward over  Scotland,  southward  over 
England,  eastward  over  the  ocean, 
westward  over  hill  and  valley,  and 
then  sweeping  his  arm  around  the 
whole  circling  horizon,  he  said, 
"Johnny,  my  boy,  God's  love  is 
as  big  as  all  that."  "Why,  father," 
the  boy  replied  with  sparkling  eyes, 
"then  we  must  be  right  in  the  middle 
of  it. "-Earnest  Worker. 


THE  LIVING  NEW  TESTAMENT 
IN  LARGE  PRINT.  The  New 

Testament  paraphrased  in  the 
clear  and  direct  style  of  to- 
day's language— in  an  easy-to- 
hold,  easy-to-read  edition.  It's 
ideal  for  people  who  need  or 
prefer  a  truly  large  print  edi- 
tion (16  point  type  on  strong 
but  lightweight  paper). 

Kivar,  $5.95 

An  actual  sample  of  the  type. 

O  This  one  who  is 
God  has  been  sh< 
we  guarantee  that 
seen  him;  I  am  sp 
Christ,  who  is  eterm 

"The  Living  New  Testament" 
(large  print  edition)  may  be  pur- 
chased at  the  Ayden  Bible  and  Book- 
store, 811  North  Lee  Street,  Ayden, 
or  any  of  its  branch  stores  at  Smith- 
field,  New  Bern,  or  Wilson,  North 
Carolina. 
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STORIES 

for  our  youth 


The  Birthday 
Surprise 

pi  ILLY  shuffled  into  the  kitchen 
U  with  a  face  as  long  as  an  all  - 
day  sucker,  dragging  his  baseball 
I  bat  behind  him.  His  mother  knew 
just  what  he  was  going  to  say  be- 
fore he  even  opened  his  mouth. 

"Mom,  what  can  I  do?"  Billy 
came  up  close  to  the  table  to  watch 
his  mother  turning  out  a  nice  big 
gelatin  mold  onto  a  plate  covered 
with  crisp  green  lettuce. 

"How  about  riding  your  bike  around 
the  block?" 

"It's  too  hot,"  complained  Billy. 
"And  I  don't  feel  like  it." 

Mother  pushed  the  gelatin  gently 
with  the  spoon  so  that  it  was  right 
in  the  center.  Then  she  suggested, 
"You  could  color  your  big  coloring 
book;  it  isn't  finished  yet.  Out  on 
the  front  porch  would  be  a  nice 
shady  place  to  sit  and  color." 

But  Billy  didn't  want  to  color, 
either.  And  although  Mother  thought 
of  a  few  other  things  that  he  often 
liked  to  do,  such  as  sailing  his  boat 
in  the  bathtub,  playing  with  his  cars, 
and  blowing  bubbles,  Billy  wasn't 
in  the  mood  for  any  of  them.  Nothing 
sounded  like  fun  to  him. 

"I  know,"  said  Mother,  smiling. 
"I  have  something  really  important 
for  you  to  do." 

That  sounded  exciting.  "What  is 
it?" 

"You  know,  it's  Aunt  Betsy's  birth- 
day today,  and  she's  all  alone  this 
afternoon,  because  Uncle  Jim  had  to 
go  to  his  office.  I  made  this  gela- 
tin dessert  for  a  little  surprise  for 
her.  I  thought  I'd  take  it  over 
to  her  myself,  but  now  I  see  it's 
time  for  me  to  start  supper.  So  if 
you  could  take  it  to  her,  that  would 
make  me  happy,  and  I'm  sure  Aunt 
Betsy  would  be  so  glad  to  see  you." 

Billy's  face  fell.  "You  mean  you 
just  want  me  to  run  an  errand? 
That's  no  fun!" 


Mother  was  putting  the  pretty 
dessert  into  a  big  cake  tin.  "May- 
be not  so  much  fun,  but  it  is  important. 
It  will  help  me;  it  will  make  Auntie 
happy  on  her  birthday,  and  it  will 
be  something  for  you  to  do.  Of 
course,  I'd  want  to  be  very  sure 
you  can  carry  this  without  tipping  it; 
do  you  think  you  can? ' ' 

Billy  knew  he  could.  "Sure,  look!" 
And  he  picked  up  the  handle  of  the 
cake  tin  cover.  "Well,  it  isn't  so 
heavy;  I  guess  I'll  take  it." 

"Thank  you,  Billy,  and  tell  Aunt 
Betsy  'Happy  Birthday'  from  me." 
Mother  watched  as  Billy  started 
down  the  sidewalk.  He  walked  slowly 
and  carefully,  holding  the  cake  tin 
in  front  of  him. 

Billy's  steps  got  even  slower  when 
he  arrived  at  Aunt  Betsy's  gate.  He 
knew  she  would  be  glad  to  see  him, 
but  he  didn't  feel  like  being  kissed 
and  hugged.  He  thought  about  just 
putting  the  gelatin  in  its  container  on 
the  front  porch,  ringing  the  bell,  and 
running  away.  Then  Aunt  Betsy  would 
wonder  who  had  brought  it. 

But  Billy  knew  that  she  would  be 
much  happier  to  see  him  and  hear 
him  wish  her  Happy  Birthday.  And 
while  he  stood  at  the  gate,  a  Bible 
verse  popped  into  his  mind.  "What- 
soever ye  do,  do  it  heartily,  as  to 
the  Lord  and  not  unto  men."  That 
was  the  verse  his  Sunday  school 
teacher  had  explained  last  Sunday. 
She  said  that  it  meant  doing  things 
cheerfully,  and  as  well  as  we  can, 
even  when  we  don't  feel  much  like 
doing  them.  That  way,  we  please 
the  Lord. 

Billy  made  up  his  mind.  Instead 
of  running  away,  as  his  feet  had 
wanted  to  do,  he  pushed  the  bell 
and  waited. 

When  Aunt  Betsy  opened  the  door 
right  away,  Billy  said,  "Hello,  and 
Happy  Birthday!  Mother  sent  you 
this  for  a  little  surprise." 

Aunt  Betsy  took  the  cake  tin ,  so 
she  couldn't  hug  Billy.  But  she  beam- 
ed at  him  and  called,  "Uncle  Jim, 
look  who's  here  with  a  birthday  sur- 
prise." 

Billy  was  surprised  himself  to  see 


Uncle  Jim,  who  had  left  his  office 
early  that  day.  "Come  on  outside, 
Billy,  "  invited  Uncle  Jim,  "and  see 
what  we've  got!" 

Billy  followed  Uncle  Jim  out 
through  the  house  to  the  backyard, 
munching  the  warm  cookie  Aunt  Betsy 
had  tucked  into  his  hand.  Into  the 
garage  Uncle  Jim  went,  with  Billy 
at  his  heels.  "Now,  just  look  in 
that  box,"  invited  Uncle  Jim. 

Billy  looked,  and  then  he  knelt 
down  to  look  better.  In  fact,  he  al- 
most tumbled  into  the  box  himself. 
For  there,  on  a  soft  old  blanket, 
were  two  puppies!  One  was  all 
black,  the  other  was  black  and  white. 
"  Where 'd  you  get  them,  Uncle  Jim?" 

"Mr.  Hansen,  our  next-door  neigh- 
bor ,  was  looking  for  a  good  home  for 
them.  I  told  him  I'd  like  to  have 
one,  and  I  figured  I  knew  a  young 
man  who  might  like  to  have  one, 
too." 

Billy  almost  stopped  breathing. 
"What  young  man,  Uncle  Jim?" 

"The  name  is  Billy  Barnett.  Which 
one  do  you  want,  boy?" 

Billy  reached  for  the  wriggling 
black  and  white  puppy,  and  stood 
up,  hugging  him.  "I'd  like  this  one, 
and  thanks  ever  so  much,  Uncle 
Jim." 

Uncle  Jim  smiled.  "I've  already 
asked  your  mother  about  it,  so  I 
know  it's  all  right  with  her,  Billy. 
Now  take  good  care  of  that  pup; 
he'll  make  a  fine  dog  some  day." 

"Oh,  I  will,"  promised  Billy.  And 
as  he  walked  home  with  his  new 
treasure  in  his  arms,  he  thought, 
"Am  I  glad  I  did  that  errand 'heartily, 
as  to  the  Lord'! "-The  Lighted  Path- 
way. 


ENTHUSIASM! 

That  certain  something  that  makes 
us  great-that  pulls  us  out  of  the  medi- 
ocre and  commonplace-that  builds 
into  us  power.  It  glows  and  shines- 
it  lights  up  our  faces-enthusiasm, 
the  keynote  that  makes  us  sing  and 
makes  men  sing  with  us. 

Enthusiasms-the  maker  of 
friends-the  maker  of  smiles-the  pro- 
ducer of  confidence.  It  cries  to  the 
world,  "I've  got  what  it  takes."  It 
tells  all  men  that  our  job  is  a  swell 
job-that  the  house  we  work  for  just 
suits  us-the  goods  we  have  are  the 
best. 

Enthusiasm-if  we  have  it,  we 
should  thank  God  for  it.  If  we  don't 
have  it,  then  we  should  get  down 
on  our  knees  and  pray  for  it. 

Upon  the  plains  of  hesitation, 
bleached  the  bones  of  countless  mil- 
lions who,  on  the  threshold  of  vic- 
tory, sat  down  to  wait,  and  waiting, 
they  died. -Author  Unknown. 
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ATTENTION,  AUXILIARY  WOMEN! 

The  North  Carolina  State  Free 
Will  Baptist  Woman's  Auxiliary 
Executive  Committee,  in  session  July 
27,  1974,  passed  the  following  mo- 
tions: 

"That  all  mission  funds  sent  to  the 
treasurer  be  applied  to  the  State 
Missions  Project  of  $4,500  until  the 
quota  is  met,  except  as  specifically 
stated  otherwise." 

Also,  "That  each  district  plan  a 
district -wide  study  course  on  the 
subject  of  'Stewardship'  during  this 
convention  year,  coordinated  by  Mrs. 
William  Dale,  state  study  course 
chairman." 


On  behalf  of  the  executive  commit- 
tee, let  me  urge  each  local  auxiliary 
to  notate  on  the  checks  State  Mis- 
sions Project  so  that  our  quota  of 
$3,000  for  foreign  missions  and 
$1,500  for  home  missions  will  soon  be 
reached. 

Mrs.    William  Dale  will  be  re- 
leasing information  on  the  district 
study  course  as  plans  are  worked 
out.   We  seek  to  glorify  God  through 
study  and  solicit  the  cooperation  of 
all  auxiliary  women  in  the  endeavor. 

Respectfully  submitted, 
Mrs.  Ruth  L.  Warrick 
Corresponding  Secretary 


Churches  and  Ministers 
Available 

(Note:  This  column  is  provided,  when 
needed,  for  any  church  that  is  seeking  a 
pastor  and  for  any  minister  who  is  seeking 
a  church  to  serve  and  would  like  to  give 
such  notice.  Please  send  the  necessary  in- 
formation to  the  editor  of  'The  Free  Will 
Baptist."  Each  notice  will  run  for  two  is- 
sues only.) 


The  Rock  of  Zion  Free  Will  Bap- 
tist Church,  Grantsboro,  North  Caro- 
lina, is  seeking  a  full-time  pastor. 
Any  minister  interested  in  serving 
this  church  may  contact  Mr.  Matthew 
Prescott,  Route  1,  Box  294 -A,  New 
Bern,  North  Carolina  28560. 


The  Rev.  Edgar  Benton  announces 
that  he  is  now  available  for  full- 
time  or  part-time  pastoral  services; 
also  available  for  revival  work.  Any 
church  desiring  his  services  may 
contact  him  by  writing  Route  1, 
Box  295-A,  Fremont,  North  Caro- 
lina 27830;  or  by  telephoning  242- 
5283. 


CHANGE  OF  ADDRESS 

Please  note  the  change  of  address  i 
for     the    Rev.    Lloyd    F.  Hargis  i 
from  Route  2,  Clayton,  North  Caro- 
lina, to  Box  487,  Fremont,  North  i 
Carolina  27830.     All  future  cor- 
respondence should  be  to  his  new 
address. 


A  FRIEND 

A  friend  once  asked  me,  "Who  is 
the  Man  you  always  talk  about?  Where 
did  you  meet  Him?  He  must  mean 
an  awful  lot  to  you." 

I  answered,  "My  friend,  He  does. 
I  met  Him  when  I  was  young  and, 
have  known  Him  for  a  very  long  time. 
He  is  my  best  Friend,  for  He  lives j 
in  my  heart  when  I  am  lonely  and 
picks  me  up  when  I  have  fallen. 
I  can  talk  to  Him  anytime  I  want 
to,  day  or  night." 

Then  my  friend  asked,  "Can  I  meet 
Him  too?" 

I  replied,  "The  only  way  to  meet 
Him  is  to  pray  and  ask  God  to  come 
into  your  heart. " 

A  week  later  when  I  saw  this 
friend,  he  told  me  that  he  knew  my 
Friend,  Jesus,  and  he  had  never 
been  happier  in  his  life. 

I  hope  this  friend  keeps  our  Lord 
and  Saviour  in  his  heart.  He's  my 
Friend,  won't  you  let  Him  be  yours 
too.  Why  not  take  Him  into  your 
heart,  just  as  others  have  done? 
-Ellen  Parnell. 


HARD  COVER 

$495 

SOFT  COVER 

$250 


In  a  day  when  the  church 
has  emphasized  the 
wife's  submission  to  her 
husband . . .  THERE 
ARETW0SIDES ...  HIS 
and  HERS!  Both  sides 
must  receive  love, 
prayer  and  much 
understanding 

This  beautifully  written  and  timely  book  issues  a  clarion  call  for  com- 
mitment to  biblical  formulas  for  bringing  healings  to  troubled  marriages 

TRULY  A  MANUAL  FOR  MEN  &  WOMEN  WHO 
WANT  TO  BECOME  ALL  GOD  HAS  INTENDED 

The  manual  pictured  above  may  be  purcahsed  at  the  Ayden  Bible  and 
Bookstore,  811  North  Lee  Street,  Ayden,  or  any  of  its  branch 
stores  at  Smitfield,  New  Bern,  or  Wilson,  North  Carolina. 
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Come  Climb  the 
S olden  Stairs 
With  Me 

by  Mrs.  Hersel  Bowen 
Winterville,  North  Carolina 

P 

rl  S  I  walked  up  the  steps  of  my 
■  I  church  (Reedy  Branch  Free  Will 
[Baptist  Church)  one  step  at  the 
[time,  I  thought  of  the  golden  stairs 
K.0  heaven  and  began  to  feel  the  love 
pf  God  as  it  raced  through  my  body. 
(When  I  looked  down  at  the  old  shoes 
[upon  my  feet  that  were  far  from 
[being  beautiful,  I  gave  thanks  to 
|God  for  allowing  me  feet  that  have 
{carried  me  thus  far. 

It  is  not  an  easy  road  for  me  to 
walk  and  carry  these  old  feet  and 
[legs  with  the  joints  slowly  coming 
[apart.  But  why  worry  about  what  has 
[been  or  what  is  to  be?  With  God's 
[help  I  can  do  all  things;  without 
i  Him  I  am  nothing. 

One  day-oh,  yes,  one  day-I  shall 
[climb  the  golden  stairs  with  my 
fiSaviour,  no  more  taking  one  step  at 
a  time,  but  I'll  be  able  to  run  and 
i  jump  and  have  no  more  worries.  No 
longer  will  I  have  to  look  at  each 
ispot  where  I  put  my  feet  for  fear 
pf  falling  for  I  will  have  my  hand  in 
the  hand  of  the  Man  who  walked  the 
[shores  of  Galilee. 

Oh,  dear  friend,  do  not  let  your 
^afflictions  keep  you  out  of  your 
ichurch  and  doing  the  few  things  you 
lean  do  for  Jesus!  Remember,  God 
Ks  always  watching  over  you.  I 
(believe  we  who  suffer  afflictions 
tthank  more  about  our  afflictions  than 
rthose  around  us.  Are  we  giving 
i:God  a  fair  change  by  giving  up?  No, 
a  definite  no!  Please  take  His 
jhand  and  let  Him  lead  and  hold  you 
pp.  He  will  provide  a  way  for  us 
iiwhen  we  have  fallen.  He  has  done 
fit  for  me  many  times,  and  He  will  do 
it  for  you  if  you  will  only  put  your 
itrust  and  faith  in  Him. 

As  we  stumble  upon  this  road  of 
j;life  we  fall  short  of  God's  blessings. 
fAre  we  going  to  lie  in  the  dust  of 
.our  sins,  or  are  we  going  to  get 
[up  and  serve  the  Master?  Friends, 
the  choice  is  up  to  you.  Who  will 
you  serve-Jesus  Christ  or  Satan? 
|Yes,  we  have  a  free  will  and  the 
'right  to  choose  whom  we  will  serve. 

I  believe  that  when  we  believe 
on  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ  all  other 
jthings  will  be  added  unto  us,  as  the 
Scriptures  say. 

We  often  speak  of  freedom,  but  I 
do  not  think  we  will  ever  have  free- 
dom here  on  this  earth.  Only  in 
heaven  will  we  be  free  from  pain, 


sorrow,  heartaches,  trouble,  and  the 
many  cares  which  overcome  us  each 
day  here  in  this  old  sinful  world. 
In  heaven  there  will  only  be  joy  and 
happiness  forever  and  ever. 

Dear  friend,  won't  you  come  climb 
the  golden  stairs  with  me  and  place 
your  hand  in  Jesus'  hand  on  the  road 
to  heaven?  This  is  real  living! 
This  is  the  life! 


MY  CHURCH 
by  Hazel  Casey 

My  church  means  so  much  to  me, 
For  I  learn  about  what  kind  of  per- 
son I  should  be. 
Each  service  that  I  can  attend, 
Another  soul  I  desire  to  win. 

From  a  little  girl  I  have  loved  God's 
plan, 

For  it  is  the  only  one  that  can  stand 
Under  the  sin  that  spreads  from  shore 
to  shore, 

And   the  more  I  hear,  the  desire 
comes  to  know  more. 

My  primary  class  God  gave  to  me, 
For  it  is  so  wonderful,  you  can  see. 
These  little  angels  fill  the  room, 
And  as  a  rose,  they  begin  to  bloom. 

Oh   God,    may   I   lead   them  right 

each  day; 
May  they  go  on  their  way 
To  a  greater,  fuller  life  in  thee, 
So  that  they  may  one  day,  heaven  see. 

My  pastor  is  such  an  inspiration, 
For  he  tells  me  all  about  tempta- 
tion. 

He  preaches  God  and  His  plan, 
And  the  redeeming  love  He  has  for 
every  man. 

Preacher    Glenn  visits    the  sick, 

prays  for  their  need, 
And   the   Bible   too,  He  will  read 
To  each  one,  as  he  shows  the  way 
To   a   new   life,    in  this  our  day. 

Lord,  bless  my  church  in  a  great 

way  today 
As  we  work  and  lead  others  to  the 

way! 

Speak  to  us,  that  we  may  hear 
Each  word  and  hold  thee  very  dear. 

(The  above  poem  was  written  about 
the  First  Free  Will  Baptist  Church 
of  Goldsboro.  I  hope  that  you  might 
print  this  to  let  others  know  what  a 
great  influence  this  church  has  been 
on  my  life,  for  I  have  attended  it 
most  all  of  my  50  years.- 
Mrs.  Casey.) 


Sunday  School  Lesson 

(Continued  from  Page  6) 

a  servant  of  Romans  seventh  experi  - 
ence?  If  so  move  over  into  the 
eighth  chapter  and  shout,  "The  law  of 
the  spirit  of  life  in  Christ  Jesus 
hath  made  me  free  from  the  law  of 
sin  and  death.  "-Selected. 


TEARS  OF  ANGELS 

(Continued  from  Page  8) 

David  stated  into  the  dirt  mound 
frightened  and  scared. 

He  turned  quickly  and  ran  back 
to  the  pastor's  lighted  office. 

The  earth  was  now  black  again  and 
the  light  from  the  man  of  God's  of- 
fice shone  like  a  beacon  into  the 
darkness. 

David  hurried  back  home.  He  was 
making  his  way  back.  Back  to  his 
family;  back  to  church;  back  to  life; 
and  back  to  God. 

As  he  entered  the  office  door,  the 
sky  lighted  again  with  a  soft  light, 
revealing  in  the  dirt  of  the  new 
grave,  where  the  rain  had  formed 
with  the  tears  of  angels,  the  sign  of 
a  cross. 

r-Corrie's-n 
new  book! 


Now.  Come  ten  Boom  writes  of  her 
world-wide  ministry  since  the  thrilling 
wartime  underground  adventures  she 
described  in  The  Hiding  Place  Here 
are  her  penetrating  teachings,  inter- 
twined with  tascinating  views  of  her 
tireless  travels  to  spread  the  message 
she  learned  at  Ravensbruck  concen- 
tration camp:  Jesus  Christ  is  Victor. 

$5  95 

Corrie  ten  Boom's  new  book, 
"Tramp  for  the  Lord,"  may  be  pur- 
chased at  the  Ayden  Bible  and  Book- 
store, 811  North  Lee  Street,  Ayden, 
or  any  of  its  branch  stores  at  Smith - 
field,  New  Bern,  or  Wilson,  North 
Carolina. 


THE  FREE  WILL  BAPTIST 


15 


LIBRARY 

DUKE  UNIVERSITY 
DURHAM,  N.  C. 


SEPTEMBER  13,  14,  15,  1974 


SPONSORED   BY   "THE  PROCLAIMERS"  OF 
WINTERVILLE,  NORTH  CAROLINA,  FREE  WILL  BAPTIST  CHURCH 

A  time  planned  for  group  discussions,  singing,  good 
gospel  preaching,  and  clean  Christian  recreation. 

Arrival  Time  6:00  P.M.,  Friday,  September  13 

Departing  Time  8:30  A.M.,  Sunday,  September  15 

Total  Cost  $20 

Registration  must  be  in  by  August  31,  1974.   Open  for 
young  people  of  all  ages. 

Fill  in  registration  blank  and  send  it  in  today. 

Name:  ■  ■  

Age:  

Address :  ■ — 


COM 

27703 


Home  Church: 


Mail  your   $20   registration  to: 


The  Rev.  Jack  Mayo,  Director 
P.  O.  Box  817 

Winterville,  North  Carolina  28590 
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Boats  ttuur  mindum ? 


Rosa  Wooten,  Press  Illustrator 


Surely,  at  one  time  or  another,  all  of  us  have  seen  a  stained-glass 
window.  But  have  we  ever  paused  to  consider  just  how  much  work  goes  into 
such  a  creation  of  beauty? 

An  artist  designing  a  stained- glass  window,  first  paints  a  small  colored 
sketch.  The  central  theme  is  drawn,  then  the  background  pieces  are  filled 
in,  taking  care  to  choose  harmonious  colors  and  contrasts.  Next  the  artist 
makes  a  full-scale  drawing,  which  is  used  as  a  blueprint  for  making  the  win- 
dow. Each  tiny  section  is  numbered  to  show  where  the  various  pieces  of 
colored  glass  are  to  fit. 

The  pieces  of  colored  glass  are  cut  by  workmen  to  fit  each  of  the  num- 
bered parts  of  the  full-scale  drawing.  The  jigsaw -puzzle  pieces  of  glass 
are  then  fitted  together  on  a  sheet  of  glass  which  overlies  the  full-scale 
drawing.  Melted  wax  is  used  to  fill  the  spaces  between  the  colored  glass 
pieces  where  the  lead  will  be,  and  to  hold  the  pieces  on  the  sheet  of  glass. 

The  artist  paints  the  details  of  the  design  on  the  glass  pieces  with  colored 
opaque  enamels,  or  by  the  use  of  acid  to  cut  away  parts  of  the  surface  of  the 
glass,  to  let  more  light  through.  Finally  the  bits  of  glass  are  fitted  together 
with  H- shaped  strips  of  lead  and  soldered  at  the  joints.  Any  remaining 
cracks  are  filled  with  putty  to  make  the  window  waterproof.  So  then,  we 
can  see  that  a  great  deal  of  planning  and  work  go  into  the  making  of  a  stained- 
glass  window. 

The  problem  of  putting  our  lives  together  seems,  at  times,  as  intricate 
as  trying  to  piece  together  a  stained-glass  window.  Either  problem  looms 
insurmountable  without  some  plan  or  guideline. 

God  is  the  Artist  who  designs  the  stained -glass  windows  of  our  lives. 
He  has  given  us  the  instruction  sheet  for  piecing  together  our  lives.  The 
Bible  outlines  in  direct  simplicity,  the  steps  toward  ultimate  completion. 
Unfortunately,  so  many  of  us  tend  to  jump  into  life  without  reading  the 
instructions.  Think  how  disasterous  and  confusing  it  would  be,  if  the 
workmen  tried  to  piece  together  a  stained-glass  window  without  the  full- 
scale  drawing. 

Consider  the  people  in  our  lives  as  fragmented  bits  of  colored  glass. 
They  come  in  many  colors,  each  chosen  by  the  hand  of  God,  the  Artist,  to 
fit  according  to  His  plan,  in  harmony  together.  Each  of  the  persons  in  our 
lives  has  been  touched  by  the  hand  of  God.  He  has  added  to  some  and  taken 
away  from  others.  Often  those  He  has  taken  away  from,  reflect  even  more  of 
His  light,  much  as  the  bits  of  glass  whose  surface  has  been  etched  by  the 
artist's  acid.  We  must  be  careful  of  the  perspective  in  which  we  place  the 
people  who  touch  our  lives.  Unless  we  consult  God's  plan  often,  we  might 
produce  a  picture  which  seems  out  of  focus  and  lacking  in  depth  and  beauty. 
How  wasteful,  to  produce  a  window  which  would  be  rejected  by  the  Artist  as 
unacceptable! 

God  has  given  us  Jesus  Christ  as  a  central  theme  for  our  window.  Once 
Christ  is  put  in  the  center,  all  the  other  people-pieces  fall  into  place  and 
are  held  together  by  the  wax  of  Hope. 

Once  we  have  done  this,  we  must  consider  how  best  to  hold  the  pieces 
together  permanently.  This  is  best  done  with  the  solder  of  Christian  Love. 
The  waterproofing  should  be  done  with  the  putty  of  Faith,  consecrated  by 
participation  in  our  churches. 

We  see  now  that  our  lives  must  be  worked  at  also,  if  we  are  to  project 
full  measure  of  the  beauty  God  has  planned  in  them. 

Let  us  try,  then,  to  make  Christ  the  central  theme  of  our  stained- 
glass  window,  and  let  us  fill  the  cracks  with  Christian  hope,  faith,  and  love. 
Then  its  light  shining  in  the  world  will  be  bright,  beautiful,  and  acceptable 
in  God's  sight. 
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FAITH  OP  MY 
FATHER 


h 


THE  title  of  the  hymn,  "Faith  of 
Our  Fathers,"  has  been  going 
through  my  mind  for  a  year.  But, 
instead  of  fathers,  I  think  of  only 
one  father  and  his  faith.  Who?  My 
father,  Eugene  Warren  Averett  Sr., 
better  known  as  "Boy"  to  his  family, 
"Gene"  to  his  coworkers,  and 
"Daddy"    to   my  brother  and  me. 

When  he  passed  away  last  August, 
I  tried  to  think  of  something  that  was 
his-some  material  thing  that  I  could 
have  and  keep.  My  brother  got  his 
watch  and  ring.  I  imagine  they  werr 
the  most  valuable  material  posses- 
sions he  owned.  Finally,  I  thought  of 
a  Bible  which  my  brother  and  I  had 
given  him  for  a  present.  It  was  at 
this  particular  moment  that  I  realized 
Daddy  had  given  me  something  far 
more  valuable  than  a  watch  or  ring. 
He  had  given  me  faith-faith  in  God. 

He  wasn't  the  type  of  daddy  who 
took  his  family  to  church  and  left 
them,  but  he  went  with  us.  We  lived 
up  to  the  old  saying,  "Everytime  the 
-  church  doors  are  open,  they  are 
there."  I  was  expected  to  attend  all 
services,  even  when  I  was  engaged 
to  be  married.  I  can  truthfully  say 
I  never  really  detested  going  to 
church. 

However,  I  use  to  hate  the  time  he 
pvas  superintendent,  because  it  meant 
peing  at  the  church  at  least  15  minutes 
jefore  anyone  else.  My  brother  and 
rarely  knew  what  it  meant  to  have 
:he  back  seat  of  the  car  to  ourselves, 
it  seems  that  we  were  always  carry- 
ing someone  along  with  us  when  we 
went  to  church. 

Daddy's  love  and  devotion  for  God 
made  for  a  wonderful  home  life. 
There  were  always  love  and  harmony. 
My  friends  were  always  welcome;  and 
once  they  came  they  always  wanted  to 


Ik 

lm|  ^^^^^^^^^^^^™""™^^~ 

(Mrs.  Webster  is  the  wife  of  the  Rev. 

James  Webster,  and  is  very  active  as  a 
pastor's  wife  as  well  as  a  busy  home  - 
is*  maker  and  devoted  mother.) 


come  back.  My  girl  friends  used  to 
say  that  I  had  the  "greatest"  father. 

The  first  time  my  friends  in  col- 
lege met  him  they  thought  he  was  a 
preacher.  Stretching  the  point  a 
little,  I  guess  you  could  say  that  he 
was.  He  could  preach  really  good, 
especially  if  he  got  upset  about  some- 
thing. I  know  he  wasn't  always  right, 
but  he  stood  up  for  what  he  believed. 
He  always  backed  up  his  words  with 
actions.  No  matter  how  disturbed 
he  got  over  an  issue,  he  never  let 
it  or  anyone  keep  him  from  the  ser- 
vices at  his  church. 

Through  the  29  short  years  of  my 
life  that  I  was  allowed  to  share 
with  him,  his  faith  in  God  and  love 
of  God  touched  me.  They  touched 
me  through  his  words  and  his  deeds- 
by  his  total  life. 

Mrs.  Winnifred  A.  Webster 
Beaulaville,  North  Carolina 

Even  though  all  the  words  of  the 
hymn,  "Faith  of  Our  Fathers, "  might 
not  be  true  for  him-as  he  was  never 
"chained  in  prisons  dark"-he  did 
love  both  friend  and  foe;  and,  his 
life  preached  as  love  knows  how 
"by  kindly  words  and  virtuous  life." 

It  is  my  prayer  that  each  child 
can  say  this  about  his  or  her  mother 
or  father.  In  fact,  each  Christian's 
life  should  speak  of  his faith-his  faith 
in  God.  My  father  went  to  sleep 
in  Jesus,  and  I  have  never  doubted 
that  for  a  moment.  Because  of 
his  faith  and  my  faith,  one  day  we  shall 
be  reunited  to  sing  hymns  to  our 
heavenly  Father  who  gave  us  this 
faith. 

What  are  we  leaving  our  children? 
A  ring  or  a  watch?  Is  it  some 
material  possession  that  will  rust  or 
be  eaten  up  by  moths?  What  can  be 
more  valuable  than  eternal  life  which 
we  receive  through  faith  in  Jesus? 
May  we  live  such  lives  that  others 
might  see  this  faith.  The  faith  of 
my  father  is  living  still. 


HAPPINESS 
by   Hazel  Casey 

I  am  so  very  happy  today, 

Because  Jesus  is  with  me  in  a  won- 
derful way! 

He  fills  my  heart  and  makes  life 
real. 

And  to  me,  He  does  reveal 
That  I  can  go  on  in  a  deeper  way 
And  experience  His  love  in  this  our 
day. 

My  home  and  my  family  mean  so 

much  to  me; 
They  are  part  of  my  world,  you  see. 
Each  person  who  passes  through  my 

home 

Is  another  opportunity,  so  I  must  not 
roam; 

But  I  shall  witness  of  Jesus  each 
hour 

And  tell  others  about  His  keeping 
power. 

As  long  as  I  live  I  hope  to  grow 
In   God's   love,    and  His  grace  to 

others  show 
What  He  has  done  for  me  when  He 

saved  my  soul, 
And  how  He  can  make  any  person 

completely  whole. 
Though,  you're  a  sinner  buried  deep 

in  sin; 

Trust  in  God  and  an  eternal  home 
you'll  win. 

Won't  you  accept  this  dear  Lord  of 

mine, 

And  happiness  and  joy  in  your  life 
find? 

Turn  your  life  completely  over  to 
Him 

And  you'll  conquer  all,  no  matter 
how  dim. 

The  Saviour  is  waiting  to  beckon  you 
home; 

Please,  d«  ar  friend,  do  not  from  Him 
roam! 

Changes  of  Addresses 

The  following  ministers  announce 
a   change   of   address   as  follows: 

The  Rev.  W.  L.  Brickhouse, 
formerly  of  Route  2,  Columbia,  has 
accepted  the  pastorate  of  the  First 
Free  Will  Baptist  Church  in  Roanoke 
Rapids  and  his  new  address  is  P.  O. 
Box  846,  Roanoke  Rapids,  North 
Carolina  27870.  All  future  cor- 
respondence should  be  to  his  new  ad- 
dress. 


The  Rev.  Davie  Brinson  wishes  to 
inform  all  interested  people  of  his 
change  of  address.  His  old  address 
was  Route  3,  Box  93-C,  Kenly,  North 
Carolina.  His  new  address  is  Route 
2,  Box  229,  N.  Yaupon  Terrace, 
Morehead  City,  North  Carolina  28557. 
His  new  telephone  number  is  726- 
1491. 
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SUNDAY,  AUGUST  18 

Scripture  Reading-Proverbs  10:2 
Clear  Gain 

At  a  dinner  given  by  a  Grand  Army 
Post,  a  veteran  soldier  was 
introduced  as  one  of  the  speakers. 
In  making  the  introduction,  the  pre- 
siding officer  referred  to  the  fact  that 
the  man  who  was  to  speak  had  lost 
a  leg  in  the  war,  and  the  veteran 
was  greeted  with  loud  cheering  as  he 
arose  to  make  the  address.  He  be- 
gan by  disavowing  the  introduction. 
"No,"  he  said,  "that  is  a  mistake. 
I  lost  nothing  in  the  war,  we  gave  our 
country  all  that  we  had,  and  all  we 
brought  back  was  so  much  clear 
gain.  "-Pearls  for  Preachers. 

Prayer  Thought 
If  all  of  us  who  have  experienced 
what  we  feel  are  losses  could  realize 
that  all  we  have  is  pure  gain,  we 
would  be  much  more  content  and 
pleasant. 

MONDAY,  AUGUST  19 

Scripture  Reading-Psalm  25:8,  9 
"So  Low  as  to  Hate!" 

Said  Booker  T.  Washington,  one  of 
America's  greatest  citizens,  "No 
man  is  able  to  force  me  so  low  as 
to  make  me  hate  him!"  Love  and 
hate  cannot  dwell  in  the  same  heart 
at  the  same  time.  O,  the  havoc 
worked  among  God's  children 
in  allowing  the  "root  of  bitterness" 
to  rankle  in  their  hearts!  "This  is 
my  commandment,  That  ye  love  one 
another,  as  I  have  loved  you"  (John 
15:12). 

Prayer  Thought 
How  long  will  it  take  us  to  realize 
that  to  hate  is  to  become  low  and 
bitter?  God  has  told  us  that  vengeance 
is  His  not  ours. 

TUESDAY,  AUGUST  20 

Scripture   Reading-2    Peter  3:18 
Growing  Like  Christ 
Each   day   to   grow   more  humble, 

Yet  stronger  in  Thy  might; 
More  valiant,  Lord,  to  carry 

Thy  standard  for  the  right. 


Each  day  to  grow  more  gracious, 
More  sweet  and  gentle,  too; 

Yet  braver,  more  courageous, 

More  firm,  more  pure,  more  true. 

That  I  may  grow  more  like  Thee; 

In  me  Thy  Spirit  shine; 
Transformed  from  grace  to  glory, 

Touched  by  a  power  Divine. 

-M.  E.  Kendrew. 

Prayer  Thought 
Striving   to   be  like  Jesus,  even 
though  we  can  never  achieve  His  per- 
fection, is  worthwhile.  In  our  effort 
we  do  become  more  Christlike. 

WEDNESDAY,  AUGUST  21 

Scripture  Reading-Joshua  24:15 
What  Makes  a  Home? 
"It  isn't  the  chairs  and  the  books  and 
things, 

Or  the  pictures  that  hang  on  the  walls; 
And  it  isn't  the  bird,  although  gaily 
he  sings, 

It's  the  laughter  that  rings  in  the 
halls; 

It  's  the  smile  on  the  face  of  the  mother 
at  night, 

And  the  joy  in  the  little  one's  eyes, 
And  our  love  for  each  other  with  all 

its  delight 
That   makes  up  the  home  that  we 

prize. ' ' 

-Selected. 

Prayer  Thought 
A  hovel  can  be  more  home  than  a 
mansion.  Christian  love  makes  the 
difference.  If  we  had  more  real  homes 
we  would  have  fewer  institutional 
homes. 

THURSDAY,  AUGUST  22 

Scripture  Reading-John  17:24 
Point  of  View 

"How  can  you  believe  that?"  ex- 
claimed a  university  student  coming 
upon  a  classmate  reading  the  Bible. 
"Don't  you  have  difficulty  with  such 
a  miracle  as  the  dividing  of  the  Red 
Sea?" 

"Yes,  I  have  difficulty  with  the  Red 
Sea,"  was  the  reply,  "but  my  dif- 
ficulty is  not  how  it  was  divided, 
but  how  it  was  made.  For  certainly 
He  who  made  it  could  divide  it." 
-Christian  Digest. 

Prayer  Thought 
The  truth  in  the  statement  that  God 
gives  and  has  the  authority  to  take 
away  is  indisputable.  The  fear  of  God, 
alone,  should  keep  us  in  line. 

FRIDAY,  AUGUST  23 

Scripture  Reading-James  5:16 
"Young   Man,  You    Can't  Preach!" 

A  young  convert  tried  to  preach  in 
the  open  air.  He  could  not  preach 
very  well,  but  he  did  the  best  he 
could.    Someone  interrupted  him  and 


said,  ' '  Young  man,  you  cannot  preach; 
you  ought  to  be  ashamed  of  yourself." 

Said  the  young  man,  "So  I  am,  but 
I  am  not  ashamed  of  my  Lord." 
-Moody. 

Prayer  Thought 

We  may  not  be  able  to  express 
ourselves  well  with  words,  but  we 
are  all  capable  of  living  in  such  a 
way  that  we  express  God  through  our 
lives. 

SATURDAY,  AUGUST  24 

Scripture  Reading-Psalm  97:11 
Dangerous  Inclusiveness 

A  brilliant  modernistic  preacher, 
who  had  pleased  his  audience  with 
flowery  oratory  as  he  discoursed 
glibly  of  the  importance  of  breadth 
of  view  and  the  danger  of  bigoted 
opinions,  was  bidding  farewell  to  his 
congregation  as  he  was  about  to  leave 
them  for  a  new  parish.  One  of  his 
young  men  approached  him,  and  said: 
"Pastor,  I  am  so  sorry  we  are  losing! 
you.  Before  you  came  I  was  one  whoj 
did  not  care  for  God,  man,  or  the! 
devil,  but  through  your  delightful: 
sermons,  I  have  learned  to  love  them] 
all! "-Dr.  H.  A.  Ironside. 

II 

Prayer  Thought 
There  is  a  very  real  danger  in 
permissiveness  and  inclusiveness.  I 
is  much  easier  to  get  along  with; 
our  fellowman  if  we  do  not  take  any; 
particular  stand.  If  we  don't  make  our 
stand  for  God  we  will  have  to  make 
it  with  the  devil.  We  are  allowec 
freedom  of  choice. 

(Devotions  used  by  permission,; 
Knight's  Master  Book  of  New  Il- 
lustrations, Eerdmans  Press.) 


The  surest  way  to  get  a  job  done, 
is  to  give  it  to  a  busy  man.  He'i: 
have  his  secretary  do  it. 


BOOKSTORE 

HOURS 

***** 

*  The  Ayden  Bible  and  Bookstore, 

*  located  at  the  Free  Will  Baptist 

*  Press  Foundation,  Inc.,  811  North 

*  Lee  Street,  Ayden,  North  Caro- 

*  lina,    observes    the  following 

*  hours: 

*  Monday-Friday— 8:30  a.m.  to  5 

p.m. 

*  Saturday— 9  a.m.  to  5  p.m. 
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QUESTIONS 
BIBLE  ANSWERS 

Conducted  by  J.  P.  BARROW 
Route  1,  Box  475,  LaGrange,  North  Carolina  28551 
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Question:  Since  all  people  on  the 
earth  are  descendants  of  Noah  and 
his  sons,  why  are  there  those  of  us 
of  different  colors  and  having  other 
racial  distinctions? 

Answer:  Whatever  other  details 
may  be  needed  to  go  in  the  answer  of 
such  a  question  let  us  remember  that 
God  created  the  races;  that  is,  He 
designed  the  means  by  which  under  the 
circumstances,  many  of  which  we 
know  little  or  nothing  about,  by  which 
these  distinctions  should  come  about, 
all  being  to  the  greatest  good  of  man 
and  the  greatest  glory  to  God.  (See 
Romans  8:28.) 

Dr.  L.  T.  Talbot  in  his  book, 
Bible  Questions  Explained,  answers 
a  question  calling  for  a  similar  re- 
ply as  this  on  Page  75  which  is  as 
follows: 

"Before  we  discuss  this  question, 
let  us  note  the  meaning  of  some  of 
the  names  associated  with  this  topic: 

"  'Ham'  means  'heat,'  'hot,' 
'black.' 

"'Ethiopia'  means  'sunburnt,'  or 
'blackness.'  Compare  Jeremiah  13: 
23:  'Can  the  Ethiopian  change  his 
skin,   or   the   leopard  his  spots?' 

"  'Negro'  comes  from  the  Latin 
'niger,'  meaning  'black.' 

"Color  is  only  one  characteristic 
that  differentiates  the  races  of  man; 
'5  the  hair,  the  skull,  the  size  of  the 
!  aody,    facial  characteristics-these 
are  some  of  the  things  considered 
in  distinguishing  the  races. 

"But  to  return  to  your  question, 
while  climate  is  usually  given  as  an 
important  reason  for  differences  in 
color  of  the  races;  yet  some  people 
af  tropical  countries  are  not  black, 
&s  are  the  Negroes.    Therefore,  we 
cannot   attribute   all   of  the  racial 
characteristics  of  the  Negro  to  his 
i(i  snvironment.     My  personal  opinion 
lii  is  that,  while  environment  does  make 
it  faiany  differences,  yet  it  still  remains 
ijftrue  that  Genesis  9:25  gives  us  the 
ii  Dnly  real  reason  for  the  difference 
between  the  blackness  of  the  race 
„i  ;hat  is  a  'servant  of  servants'  (Ne- 
"  groes)  and  the  comparative  darkness 
jf  the  skin  of  other  peoples  who  in- 
habit  countries   equally  as  hot  as 


tropical  Africa.  Indeed,  why  are  the 
Egyptians  not  as  black  as  the 
Negroes?  Both  are  descendants  of 
Ham.  Why  are  the  Abyssinians, 
also  children  of  Ham,  not  Negroes? 
They  live  in  the  same  latitude  as  do 
the  blackest  people.  I  think  the  an- 
swer lies  in  the  fact  that  the  Negroes 
came  from  Canaan,  who  was  under  the 
curse;  whereas,  the  Egyptians  and 
the  Abyssinians  were  descended  from 
other  sons  of  Ham. 

"Even  so,  could  the  omnipotent 
God  not  use  the  laws  of  nature,  which 
He  made,  to  bring  this  to  pass,  if 
He  so  desired,  insofar  as  color  and 
other  racial  characteristics  are  con- 
cerned? Or,  was  He  not  able  to  put 
a  difference  between  the  sons  of 
Canaan  and  the  other  sons  of  Ham 
in  a  moment's  time,  if  He  so  de- 
sired, by  His  decree  that  it  should 
be  so?  We  do  not  have  to  explain 
all  the  ways  of  our  sovereign  God, 
you  know. 

"It  is  irrefutable  that  He  has 
stamped  the  Negroes  with  charac- 
teristics which  forever  distinguish 
them  from  other  races-charac- 
teristics, of  which  color  is  only  one. 
And  it  is  not  by  chance  that  the  Negro 
has  been  'a  servant  of  servants,' this 
fact  is  but  prophecy  fulfilled. 

"Without  any  doubt  whatever,  the 
degradation  and  ignorance  and  super- 
stition of  any  race,  of  whatever 
color,  are  the  result  of  long -con- 
tinued sin.  We  do  not  need  the 
scientist  to  tell  us  that!  In  fact, 
many  scientists  'falsely  so-called' 
place  the  lowest  of  men  at  the  bottom 
of  the  evolutionary  'family  tree,' 
all  of  which  is  contrary  to  the  Word 
of  God.  Read  the  first  chapter  of 
Romans  to  see  how  man  'became 
degenerate,  having  fallen  from  the 
exalted  position  of  Adam,  made  in  the 
image  and  likeness  of  God,  even  unto 
the  degradation  of  heathenism.' 

"However,  let  us  not  trouble  our 
minds  too  much  about  the  matter  of 
racial  differences.  If  God  had  want- 
ed us  to  know  more  than  He  has  told 
us,  would  He  not  have  written  it  in 
His  Word? 

"At  the  same  time,  the  discoveries 
of  science  are  both  interesting  and 


profitable;  for  true  science  always 
verifies  the  Bible.  Therfore,  having 
sought  to  find  out  what  anthropology 
and  ethnology  have  said  upon  this 
subject-though  finding  little  of  defi- 
nite help-yet  we  are  quoting  here  a 
few  excerpts  which  may  or  may  not 
be  of  any  value  to  the  reader.  These 
are  taken  from  'The  Races  of  Man,' 
by  J.  Deniker,  ScD.  Among  other 
positions  of  honor  held  by  Dr.  Deni- 
ker are  these:  Chief  Librarian  of 
the  Museum  of  Natural  History, 
Paris;  Honorary  Fellow  of  the  An- 
thropological Institute  of  Great  Bri- 
tain. These  quotations  are  given  with 
no  thought  of  the  author's  religious 
creed:  we  refer  to  him  only  as  one 
recognized  in  his  field  of  science: 

"  'The  differences  between  the 
"races"  are  shown  in  the  somatolo- 
gical  characteristics  which  are  the 
resultant  of  the  continual  struggle  in 
the  individual  of  two  factors:  Varia- 
bility, that  is  to  say,  the  produc- 
tion of  the  dissimilar;  and  heredity, 
that  is  to  say,  the  perpetuation  of 
the  similar  .  .  . 

"  'The  distribution  of  the  pigment 
which  gives  colouring  to  the  skin, 
to  the  hair,  to  iris,  varies  much 
according  to  race  .  .  .  According 
to  race,  the  microscopic  granules  of 
pigment  of  a  uniform  brown  are  very 
unequally  distributed  around  the 
nuclei  of  the  cells,  to  which  they 
give  the  most  varied  tones  from 
pale  yellow  to  dark  brown,  almost 
black.  As  the  pigment  exists  in 
all  races,  and  in  all  parts  of  the 
body,  it  is  to  its  more  or  less 
plentiful  accumulation  in  the  cells  that 
the  colouring  of  the  skin  and  its 
derivatives  is  due.  Further,  there 
must  be  added,  for  certain  races  at 
least,  the  combination  with  the  tint 
of  the  bleed  of  the  vessels,  as  seen 
through  the  skin  .  .  . 

"  'I  can  scarcely  treat  here  as 
fully  as  I  could  wish  such  interest- 
ing questions  as  the  influence  of 
external  circumstances,  of  acclima- 
tion and  crossings  or  hybridisation, 
inasmuch  as  they  are  still  very  little 
and  imperfectly  studied.  The  direct 
influence  of  environment  has  rarely 
been  observed  with  all  the  scienti- 
fic exactness  to  be  wished.  Ordinarily 
we  have  to  rest  satisfied  with  phrases 
which  do  not  mean  a  great  deal  .  .  . 

"  'I  cannot  refute  here  all  the  er- 
roneous assertions  in  regard  to  the 
assumed  influence  of  environment .  .  . 
It  is  enough  to  give  some  examples. 
Negroes  are  not  black  because  they 
inhabit  tropical  countries,  seeing  that 
the  Indians  of  South  America,  who  live 
in  the  same  latitudes,  are  yellow; 
Norwegians  and  Great  Russians,  who 
are  fair  and  tall,  live  side  by  side 

(Continued  on  Page  14) 
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BUSH 


by  Phil 

(The  article  below  was  written  by  an 
18-year-old  boy,  Phil  Foreman,  who 
lived  at  Route  2,  Belhaven,  but  is  now 
serving  time  at  Polk  Correction  Center, 
Raleigh,  for  armed  robbery  due  to  drugs. 

Since  Phil  was  first  sentenced  to  prison 
in  Washington,  North  Carolina,  he  has 
given  his  life  to  Jesus  in  full  surrender 
to  God's  will.  He  has  also  led  his 
mother  and  father  to  fully  surrender  their 
lives  to  God. 

Phil  has  written  several  articles  that 
I  feel  will  touch  many  hearts.  He  has 
given  me  permission  to  ask  that  some  of 
them  be  printed  in  "The  Free  Will  Bap- 
tist." His  only  desire  now  is  to  help 
other  young  people  to  find  Christ  as  their 
Saviour  before  they  fall  victim  to  Satan's 
evil  devices  that  will  ruin  their  lives 
through  deceit  as  it  has  his. -Mrs.  Ed- 
win Roper.) 

D 

■  ICTURE  in  your  mind  a  shrub- 

■  one  of  the  many  varieties  that 
bloom-bringing  forth  blossoms, 
adorning  itself  with  color,  and  add- 
ing beauty  to  its  surroundings.  Then 
think  of  this  bush  as  being  uncared 
for,  existing  in  a  yard,  being  grown- 
up and  out  of  shape,  and  unable  to 
bloom  because  of  its  outgrown,  un- 
necessary branches  drawing  the 
nourishment  needed  by  the  flow- 
ers. 

Now  picture  a  gardener  passing  by, 
seeing  the  bush,  and  having  compas- 
sion on  it;  for  he  knows  of  the  beauty 
hidden  inside.  The  gardener  goes  to 
the  bush  with  pruning  shears  in  hand 
and  begins  shaping  the  plant  and 
cutting  off  the  unnecessary  branches. 

In  time,  new  sprouts  will  grow 
where  the  life- sucking  branches  had 
been;  new  life  is  brought  from  the 
bush  in  the  form  of  new  leaves  and 
tiny  buds.  The  buds  will  grow  and 
bloom   into  flowers,  thus  exposing 


Foreman 

the  beauty  that  had  been  hidden  from 
sight. 

Now  think  of  ourselves  as  that 
shrub.  Before  we  accept  Christ  as 
Saviour,  we  merely  exist-unable  to 
truly  see  the  beauty  of  the  world  and 
unable  to  find  ourselves  or  the  thing 
for  which  we  search.  Before  Jesus, 
the  Gardener,  comes  into  our  lives 
we  are  all  grown-up  and  out  of  shape. 
We  permit  less  important  things  to 
receive  our  true  love  and  devotion. 
Placing  these  less  important  things 
above  the  Lord  keeps  the  beauty 
of  our  soul  hidden  so  deeply  that  we 
are  never  able  to  see  what  was  packed 
deep  inside.  Even  so,  Jesus  knows 
us  better  than  we  know  ourselves  and 
loves  us  better  than  we  can  under- 
stand. 

Jesus  is  the  Gardener  in  our  lives: 
He  shapes  and  prunes  us,  permitting 
our  souls  to  be  free,  so  His  love  can 
be  shown  to  the  world.  His  pruning 
shears  are  not  made  of  wood  and 
steel,  but  of  suffering  and  testing. 
The  suffering  we  go  through  is  for  our 
good.  More  important,  it  is  for  the 
good  of  our  Saviour.  When  we  suffer 
from  something  in  our  lives  that  is  not 
going  as  we  would  like,  we  must  con- 
sider it  not  as  suffering,  but  as  some- 
thing to  praise  the  Lord  about.  Suf- 
fering, in  the  end,  results  in  some- 
thing good.  We  must  be  thankful; 
we  should  be  happy  that  we  are  allow- 
ed to  experience  dark  times.  This 
is  when  suffering  ceases  to  be  suffer- 
ing. 

We  must  allow  our  souls  to  blos- 
som through  suffering  and  be  ready 
to  be  tested.  We  must  trust,  love, 
and  praise  the  Lord.  We  must  ask 
and  be  open  to  His  guidance  in  time 
of  suffering  and  testing.  We  must 
be  thankful  in  all  things! 

An  experienced  gardener  prunes 
no  more  than  what  is  good  for  the 
plant,  neither  does  Jesus. 


THE  LIVING  NEW  TESTAMENT 
IN  LARGE  PRINT.  The  New 

Testament  paraphrased  in  the 
clear  and  direct  style  of  to- 
day's language— in  an  easy-to- 
hold,  easy-to-read  edition.  It's 
ideal  for  people  who  need  or 
prefer  a  truly  large  print  edi- 
tion (16  point  type  on  strong 
but  lightweight  paper). 

Kivar,  $5.95 


An  actual  sample  of  the  type. 

^  This  one  who  is 
God  has  been  sh 
we  guarantee  that 
seen  him;  I  am  sp 
Christ,  who  is  eterm 


"The  Living  New  Testament" 
(large  print  edition)  may  be  pur- 
chased at  the  Ayden  Bible  and  Book- 
store, 811  North  Lee  Street,  Ayden, 
or  any  of  its  branch  stores  at  Smith - 
field,  New  Bern,  or  Wilson,  North 
Carolina. 
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Joseph  Ingram 
Director-  Treasurer 


MISSIONS 


HOME  MISSIONS  REPORT 

(August  1,  1973  --  June  30,  1974) 

The  following  is  a  report  of  the  Home  Missions 
Department  of  the  North  Carolina  State  Convention 
of  Original  Free  Will  Baptists  for  the  period  August 
1,  1973- -June  30,  1974,  as  reported  by  the  Rev. 
Taylor  Hill,  secretary-treasurer: 


Brought  Forward  August  1,  1973 
Contributions 


Anonvmoim 

$  1.00 

Asnpn  Crovp  Church 

33.84 

N  C  Woman's  Auxiliarv 

1,865.40 

Ralph  Aycock 

100.00 

Ayden  Church 

100.00 

Albemarle  Union  Meeting 

100.00 

Barnes  Hill  Church 

100.00 

Black  Jack  Church 

848.43 

Beaver  Dam  League 

100.00 

Bethany  Church 

162.26 

Bethany  Church  (Piedmont) 

33.33 

Beulaville  Church 

100.00 

Beulaville  Auxiliary 

25.00 

Bridgeton  Church 

108.28 

Cabin  Church 

25.00 

Calvary  Church 

300.00 

Cape  Fear  Conference 

750.00 

Mrs.  R.  R.  Case 

10.00 

Christian  Chapel  Church 

100.00 

Core  Creek  Sunday  School 

50.00 

Core  Creek  Church 

60.00 

Community  Church 

28.59 

Corinth  Sunday  School 

25.00 

Crab  Point  Church 

150  99 

Dublin  Grove  Woman's  Auxiliary 

12.00 

The  Rev.  and  Mrs.  Lester  Duncan 

60.00 

First  Union  (Eastern) 

25.00 

Third  Eastern  Youth  Fellowship 

50.00 

Fifth  Eastern  S.S.  Convention 

20.00 

Eastwood  Church 

1,475.00 

Eastwood  Mission 

50.00 

Edgewood  Church 

30.00 

Elm  Grove  Church 

225.00 

Everett's  Chapel  Church 

69.67 

Everett's  Chapel  Sunday  School 

100.00 

Everett's  Chapel  Auxiliary 

30.00 

Faith  (Morehead  City) 

624.00 

Fifth  Union  (Eastern) 

50.00 

Anonymous 

50.00 

Free  Union  (Nash  County) 

70.00 

Free  Union  (Pinetown) 

100.00 

Free  Union  (Walstonburg) 

110.00 

Friendship  Church 

200.00 

Friendship  League 

83.86 

The  Rev.  Foy  Futrelle 

70.00 

First  Union  (Western) 

200.00 

First  Church,  Greenville 

300.00 

John  M.  Furlough  Sr. 

73.00 

The  Rev.  Francis  Garner 

20.00 

(Continued  on  Page  9) 

$ 


681.77 


,  J  BY  MRS  ROYCI  MATTHEWS 


JONAH 

I  especially  like  old  Jonah.  You 
remember,  during  a  rebellion  against 
God's  will,  Jonah  was  swallowed  by 
a  giant  fish  and  after  three  days,  he 
was  spit  out  on  dry  land.  That's  our 
picture  of  Jonah. 

Let's  look  closer. 

We  see  that  God  called  Jonah  to 
go  to  Nineveh  and  cry  against  its 
wickedness.  Jonah  probably  thought, 
"I  can't  go  there.  There  are  many 
people  more  qualified  than  I.  I 
don't  have  the  popularity  for  a  job 
like  that.  Besides,  what  will  those 
people  say?  They'll  think  I've  flipped 
my  lid." 

So  instead  of  obeying  the  command 
given  him,  Jonah  chose  to  flee  to 
Tarshish  and  hide  from  God.  He  went 
by  way  of  Joppa,  paid  his  fare  on  a 
ship  and  boarded  it.  He  probably 
thought,  "God  will  forget  me  for 
awhile.  Then  I'll  do  something  good 
in  Tarshish  and  call  His  attention 
tome."  But  Jonah  couldn't  hide  from 
God  and  God  didn't  forget. 

A  mighty  tempest  surrounded  the 
ship  and  the  crew  was  afraid  for  their 
lives.  They  awoke  Jonah  and  asked 
that  he  pray  to  his  God  for  de- 
liverance, having  already  prayed  to 
theirs  to  no  avail.  But  Jonah' spray- 
ers didn't  have  any  effect  on  the 
storm.  (You  see,  when  we've  broken 
fellowship  with  God,  He  only  hears 
one  prayer  and  that's  the  prayer  of 
repentance  ) 

In  general  conversation,  they 
learned  Jonah  was  trying  to  flee 
from  God;  so  in  an  effort  to  save 
themselves,  they  threw  the  cause  of 
the  storm  overboard  (Jonah)  and  the 
waters  quieted.  Then  the  crew  fear- 
ed the  Lord,  offered  a  sacrifice,  and 
made  vows  then  and  there. 

God  could  have  let  Jonah  perish 
in  those  waters.  He  had  every 
reason  since  Jonah  hadn't  obeyed 
Him.  But  there  still  remained  the 
warning  to  be  carried  to  the  people 
of  Nineveh;  and  Jonah  was  the  best 
man  for  the  job,  else  God  wouldn't 
have  chosen  him  in  the  first  place. 
Jonah  had  already  lost  hope  for  his 
survival,  but  was  fighting  the  fight 
of  a  drowning  man,  when  he  saw  the 
giant  fish.  Through  the  fish's  open 
mouth  he  saw  the  red  throat  mus- 
cles contracting,  making  ready  for  the 
tasty  morsel  entering.  He  probably 
(Continued  on  Page  9) 
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ST.  CLAIRE  BIBLE  CLAS$1 
THE  SUNDAY  f^jJ* 
SCHOOL  LESSONt^T 


FOR  AUGUST  25 


PJ 


Developing  Christian 
Relationships 


Lesson  Text:     Colossians  3:12- -4: 
1,  5,  6 

Memory  Verse:  Colossians  3: 12,  13 


I.  INTRODUCTION 

In  previous  lessons  for  this  quarter 
we  learned  that  God  was  in  Christ 
reconciling  the  world  unto  Himself, 
and  that  through  Christ  the  believer 
could  find  an  inward  peace  of  mind 
and  tranquility  of  spirit  as  a  result 
of  that  reconciliation  to  God.  In  this 
lesson  we  learn  of  another  type  of 
reconciliation  that  is  made  available 
to  the  believers  through  Christ-the 
establishment  and  maintenance  of  a 
peaceful  relationship  with  his  fellow- 
men,  and  especially  with  those  who 
also  are  members  of  the  family  of 
faith. 

It  is  doubtful  if  there  is  any  one 
thing  that  so  weakens  the  testimony 
of  the  church  and  influences  the  un- 
converted to  view  its  claims  with 
doubt  as  this  failure  to  maintain  peace 
and  harmony  within  the  church  body. 
The  unconverted  are  not  likely  to 
give  much  heed  to  our  method  of 
establishing  peace  in  the  world  until 
such  time  as  we  demonstrate  to  them 
that  the  Spirit  of  Christ  maintains 
our  fellowship  in  peace  and  perfect 
harmony. -The  Senior  Quarterly  (F. 
W.  B.). 

II.  HINTS  THAT  HELP 

A.  If  one's  Christian  experience 
does  not  effect  his  relationship  with 
his  family  and  with  those  that  he 
works  with  everyday,  then  he  has 
the  wrong  kind  of  experience. 

B.  The  duties  outlined  in  this  les- 
son are  all  reciprocal.  Where  there 
is  a  duty  for  one  there  is  always 
a  corresponding  duty  for  the  other. 
We  must  not  overlook  this. 

C.  Have  you  ever  seen  a  person 
who  was  polite  and  kind  to  those  out- 
side his  family  circle,  but  was 
grouchy  and  difficult  with  those  of  his 
own  household?  This  is  the  wrong 
way  for  a  Christian  to  act. 

-The  Bible  Teacher  (F.  W.  B  ). 


III.    ADDITIONAL  TRUTHS 

A.  Growth  in  Christian  character 
is  not  only  possible,  it  is  inevitable 
when  Christ  becomes  the  center  of 
one's  life.  This  growth  is  not  the  re- 
sult of  our  "trying  harder."  "Which 
of  you  by  taking  thought  can  add 
one  cubit  unto  his  stature?"  (Mat- 
thew 6:27).  Growth  results  when  we 
put  ourselves  in  contact  with  the 
source  of  the  new  life-even  Jesus. 
One  needs  only  to  be,  in  truth,  a 
child  of  God  and  then  to  live  like  a 
child  of  God. 

Live  as  a  child  of  God.  That  is  it. 
But  the  only  place  in  which  we  can 
live  as  Christians  is  in  our  daily 
life  and  our  daily  work.  We  do  not 
grow  in  Christian  character  just  by 
reading  books,  not  even  by  reading 
the  Bible,  nor  by  worship,  not  by 
prayer,  alone.  It  is  in  life  as  it  is 
lived  with  other  people  that  we  grow, 
either  in  Christlikeness  or  in  the  op- 
posite direction.  Love  is  not  kind 
thoughts.  It  is  kind  words  and  lov- 
ing action.  Mercy,  kindness, 
patience,  and  other  Christian  virtues 
are  not  a  part  of  one's  life  except 
as  they  find  expression  in  the  home, 
daily  at  work,  and  in  the  market- 
place. Every  Christian  can  exercise 
these  virtues  and  grow.  How?  "Abide 
in  me,  and  I  in  you  .  .  .  for  without 
me  ye  can  do  nothing"  (John  15:4, 
5). -Standard  Lesson  Commentary. 

B.  A  Christian  boy  complained 
that  this  is  an  age  of  conformity  and 
that  since  a  Christian  can't  go  along 
with  all  that  unbelievers  do,  he  is 
considered  "square"  and  "out  of  it." 

Undoubtedly  there  is  truth  in  his 
observation,  but  isn't  it  also  true  that 
this  is  an  age  of  nonconformity? 
Young  people  are  doing  all  kinds  of 
strange  things  to  throw  off  con- 
formity. If  their  nonconformity  is 
real,  then  they  will  appreciate  the 
Christian  who  is  a  nonconformist. 

Granted  that  some  young  people 
will  try  to  discourage  a  Christian 
in  every  way  that  they  can.  It  is 
also  true  that  if  a  Christian  is  the 
kind  of  person  our  Lord  died  to 
make    him,    he    will  have   an  ir- 


resistable  appeal.  The  kindness, 
generosity,  gentleness,  helpfulness, 
honesty,  and  love  that  pour  from  a 
Christian  heart  form  a  fountain  of 
goodness  to  which  nearly  everyone  is 
attracted. 

Sometimes  Christians  hear  so 
much  about  being  scorned  that  they 
come  to  expect  it.  In  defense,  they 
sometimes  withdraw  into  their  cir- 
cle of  Christian  friends.  The  Lord, 
on  the  other  hand,  ate  with  "pub- 
licans and  harlots,"  sinners  of  all 
kinds.  Undoubtedly  they  found  Him 
attractive  even  if  they  disagreed 
with  Him. 

Witnessing  for  Christ  has  never 
been  easy,  for  Satan  sets  up  every 
roadblock  that  he  can  to  prevent 
it.  The  most  effective  roadblocks 
are  the  Christian  himself  and  the 
preconceived  ideas  which  he  has 
about  how  his  witness  will  be 
received.  The  young  Christian  men- 
tioned in  the  beginning  should  also 
realize  that  not  all  conformists  are 
happy  in  their  conformity.  Chris- 
tians whose  witness  is  rejected  are 
often  personally  rejected  because 
they  do  not  live  a  life  that  measures 
up  to  the  godliness  that  Jesus  died 
to  give .  When  others  truly  see  Christ 
in  us,  they  will  desire  Him  and  want 
what  we  have,  and  soon,  talking 
about  the  Lord  will  be  as  natural  as 
talking  about  anyone  else. -Teen  Quiet 
Times  by  Margaret  Graham. 

C.  Edwin  Markham  gives  us  a 
beautiful  little  poem  which  will  help 
us  in  our  dealings  with  hostile  or 
disagreeable  persons.     Here  it  is: 

"He  drew  a  circle  that  shut  me  out- 
Heretic,  rebel,  a  thing  to  flout. 
But  love  and  I  had  the  wit  to  win: 
We  drew  a  circle  that  took  him  in!" 

We  have  given  you  this  poem  be- 
fore but  accept  it  again  as  we  close 
this  quarter's  lessons.  It  is  still 
good  however  many  times  it  is  used. 
-C.  F.  Bowen. 

D.  An  English  pastor  spent  many 
a  long  night  in  the  London  air-raid 
shelters  where  he  served  as  a  warden 
during  World  War  II.  One  night  he 
overheard  a  conversation  between 
a  Christian  woman  and  an  unkempt 
tramp.  The  conversation  had  been 
going  on  for  some  time  when  he  began 
to  notice  the  most  unctuous  evangeli - 
cal  sentiments  floating  in  the  di- 
rection of  the  tramp. 

The  lady  was  saying  things  like  the 
following:  "You  know,  it  must  be 
'yea'  and  'amen'  to  all  the  promises 
of  God";  "I  suspect  that  you  are 
still  living  under  the  old  dispensa- 
tion"; "I  am  not  sure  that  you  even 
understand  the  difference  between 
natural  and  effectual  faith";  "I  wish 
(Continued  on  Page  10) 
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Churches  and  Ministers 
Available 


i(1j|NoTE:  This  column  is  provided,  when 
Jyfaeeded,  for  any  church  that  is  seeking  a 
y  >astor  and  for  any  minister  who  is  seeking 
,  I)  church  to  serve  and  would  like  to  give 
,  uch  notice.  Please  send  the  necessary  in- 
jjprmation  to  the  editor  of  "The  Free  Will 
ijpaptist."  Each  notice  will  run  for  two  is- 
I]  ;ues  only.) 


The  Rev.  Edgar  Benton  announces 
hat  he  is  now  available  for  full- 
ime  or  part-time  pastoral  services; 
ilso  available  for  revival  work.  Any 
murch  desiring  his  services  may 
:ontact  him  by  writing  Route  1, 
3ox  295 -A,  Fremont,  North  Caro- 
ina  27830;  or  by  telephoning  242- 
>283. 


loming  Events  .  .  . 

eptember  11,  12-North  Carolina 
State  Convention  of  Original  Free 
Will  Baptists,  Kenan  Memorial 
Auditorium,  Kenansville,  North 
Carolina 

eptember  21,  10  A.M.-Free  Will 
Baptist  Visitation  Day,  Mount  Olive 
College,  Mount  Olive,  North  Caro- 
lina 


New  Growth 

(Continued  from  Page  7) 
ried,  "Oh,  God,  have  mercy  on  me. 
f  you'll  save  me  from  this  terrible 
reature,  I'll  go  anywhere  for  you." 
kit  even  as  Jonah' scries  were  heard, 
he  fish  swallowed  him,  leather 
;andals  and  all. 

For  three  days  and  nights,  Jonah 
emained  in  the  belly  of  the  fish, 
Graying  to  God  for  deliverance.  You 
ee,  like  us,  when  he  got  himself 
nto  a  jam,  he  wanted  very  much  for 
}od  to  know  his  location. 

Finally,  Jonah  was  vomited  out  on 
lry  land.  God  again  spoke  to  him 
ind  commanded  that  he  go  to  Nine- 
reh.  Can  you  imagine  the  scram- 
bling as  Jonah  was  running  around  fill  - 
ng  a  wineskin  and  packing  bread  for 
he  journey?  I'll  bet  this  time  he 
:ouldn't  get  to  Nineveh  fast  enough. 

Jonah  was  real!  He  had  mental  and 
piritual  battles  the  same  as  you  and 

How  many  times  has  God  spoken 
o  you  and  you  have  said,  "I  can't, 
-ord.  I've  got  to  go  elsewhere  to- 
lay!  Call  on  me  again  at  a  more 
:onvenient  time  and  for  an  easier 
ob." 

Yes,  the  Bible  is  alive! 


MISSIONS 


(Continued  from  Page  7) 


First  Church,  Goldsboro  $ 

200.00 

Goldsboro  Sunday  School  (C.  Mitchell) 

75.00 

Grant's  Chapel  Church 

20.00 

Mrs.  Adaline  Gray 

5.00 

C.  Hart  Garris  Auxiliary 

20.00 

Gethsemane  Church 

30.00 

Hickory  Chapel  Church 

323.75 

Hickory  Grove  Church 

120.00 

Holly  Springs  Auxiliary 

80.00 

Holly  Springs  Church 

865.00 

Hugo  Church 

70.00 

Hull  Road  Church 

220.00 

Johnston  Union  Church 

150.00 

The  Rev.  Harry  Jones 

25.00 

Eula  Jones 

30.00 

Anonymous 

50.00 

L.  S.  Joyner 

20.00 

Juniper  Chapel  Sunday  School 

50.00 

Juniper  Chapel  Auxiliary 

50.00 

Kenly  Church 

20.00 

First  Church,  Kinston 

225.00 

First  Church,  Kinston,  Auxiliary 

10.00 

King's  Cross  Roads  Church 

11.69 

Lee's  Chapel  Sunday  School 

498.31 

Little  Rock  Church 

122.68 

McPherson  Realty 

550.00 

Maury  Church 

20.00 

Marsh  Swamp  Church 

140.86 

Mrs.  H.  G.  Mendenhall 

20.00 

May's  Chapel  Church 

100.00 

Memorial  Chapel  Church 

175.00 

N.  C.  Missions 

290.47 

Ministerial  Association 

78.00 

Mt.  Tabor  Church  ($25- -foreign  missions) 

65.00 

Mt.  Zion  Auxiliary 

37.50 

Mt.  Zion  Church 

50.00 

Moseley  Creek  Church 

400.00 

N.  C.  State  Convention 

316.00 

Oak  Grove  Church  (Bladenboro) 

25.00 

Oak  Grove  Church  (Elm  City) 

64.00 

Oak  Grove  Church  (Vanceboro) 

21.00 

Owen's  Chapel  Church 

225.00 

Owen's  Chapel  League 

50.00 

Peace  Church 

100.00 

Pilgrams  Home  Church 

55.00 

Pleasant  Grove  Church  (Erwin) 

200.00 

Piedmont  Conference 

200.05 

Pleasant  Grove  (Goldsboro) 

500.00 

Pleasant  Hill  Church 

250.00 

Pleasant  Plain  Church 

77.50 

First  Church,  Plymouth 

65.00 

Powhatan  Church 

283.25 

Mrs.  Allen  Quinn 

25.00 

Rains  Cross  Roads  Church 

75.00 

W.  Burkette  Raper 

25.00 

Reedy  Branch  Sunday  School 

69.98 

Riverside  Church 

550.00 

Rock  of  Zion 

100.00 

First  Church,  Rocky  Mount 

25.00 

Roberts  Grove  Church 

37.50 

Rose  of  Sharon  Church 

20.00 

Rose  Hill  Sunday  School 

45.00 

Rose  Hill  Church 

44.42 

Sandy  Plain  Church 

139.32 

Saratoga  Church 

61.93 

Mrs.  Ada  B.  Sasser 

40.00 

(Continued  on  Page  10) 
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MISSIONS 

(Continued  from  Page  9) 


Second  Union  S.  S.  Convention 

$  200.00 

Selma  Church 

137.50 

Shady  Grove  Church 

300.00 

Sherron  Acres  Church 

1,022.74 

Shiloh  Church 

255.94 

St.  Mary's  Grove 

137.68 

St.  Mary's  Grove  Young  Adult  Class 

50.00 

St.  Mary's  Church  (Kenly) 

500.00 

St.  Mary's  Church  (New  Bern) 

50.00 

St.  Mary's  (J.  Matthew  Class) 

80.00 

St.  Mary's  Auxiliary 

101.43 

Snow  Hill  Woman's  Auxiliary  No.  2 

20.00 

Sound  View  Church 

194.15 

Spring  Branch  Church 

81.22 

The  Rev.  Grayson  Spencer 

100.00 

Spring  Hill  Church 

100.00 

Stony  Hill  Church 

25.00 

Sweet  Gum  Grove  Auxiliary 

15.00 

First  Church,  Tarboro,  Good  Will  Circle  25.00 

First  Church,  Tarboro 

174.66 

Tee's  Chapel  Church 

285.00 

union  v^napei  v^nurcn 

135.77 

Victory  Mission 

45.37 

Mrs.  Charles  Vinson 

10.00 

Virginia  Rpaoh  Church 

100.00 

Warden's  Grove  Church 

83.54 

Mrs.  Margaret  Wallace 

100.00 

Watery  Branch  Church 

15.00 

Watkins  Community  Mission 

300.00 

West  Clinton  Church 

100.00 

West  Hillsborough  Church 

50.00 

First  Western  S.  S.  Convention 

50.00 

First  Union  (Western) 

100.00 

Second  Western  S.  S.  Convention 

48.34 

Whaley's  Chapel  Church 

25.00 

White  Oak  Church 

125.00 

Winterville  Church 

119.50 

Winterville  Sunday  School 

50.00 

Winterville  League 

20.00 

Wooten's  Chapel  Church 

183.84 

Zion  Woman's  Auxiliary  (Georgia) 

69.00 

Total  Contributions 

Refunds  Back  to  Missions 

593.44 

Loan  from  Church  Finance 

3,500.00 

Loan  from  Eastwood  Church 

2.500.00 

Total  Refunds  and  Loans 

Total  to  Account  For 

Disbursements 

23,993.54 


6,593.44 
$31,268.75 


Missions 

Loan  Repaid  to  Eastwood 
Interest  Paid  on  Loans 
Valley  View  Development  Corp. 
(Henderson  Property) 

Other  Expenses 

Total  Disbursements 
Balance  July  1,  1974 


$17,799.92 
2,500.00 
350.00 
4,000.00 


2,675.79 

27,325.71 
$  3,943.04 

Respectfully  submitted, 

Taylor  HILL,  Secretary -Treasurer 


Sunday  School  Lesson 

(Continued  from  Page  8) 
that  you  could  experience  a  mighty! 
outpouring  of  the  Spirit";  and  "You! 
realize,   don't   you,   that  all  your 
righteousness  is  like  filthy  rags?" 

The  tramp  took  little  part  in  thejj 
conversation.  When  the  lady  finally 
moved  on  with  the  sweet  assurance 
that  she  would  be  interceding  for 
him  at  the  throne  of  grace,  he  sim- 
ply said,  "Okey-doke."  He  didn't 
say  this  sarcastically  but  as  a  mur- 
mured assurance  of  his  vague  aware- 
ness that  she  was  trying  to  be  kind  to 
him. 

Two  worlds  had  met  in  those  two 
persons,  and  these  worlds  had  never 
intersected.  Her  speech,  although! 
sincere,  had  gone  completely  over  the 
man's  head.  The  language  of  Canaan 
may  be  meaningful  to  those  who  dwell 
there,  but  outsiders  need  to  hear 
God's  message  in  familiar,  easily 
understandable  terms. -David  Mc- 
Carthy. 


NO  GREATER  LOVE 
by  Mrs.  Elizabeth  Boyd 

(After  working  in  our  Bible  school 
and  studying  the  literature  publish- 
ed at  the  Free  Will  Baptist  Press- 
Foundation,  Ayden,  these  little; 
thoughts  came  to  mind  and  I  jotted 
them  down.  I  thought  maybe  you'd; 
like  to  share  them  with  others  of( 
our  Free  Will  Baptist  faith.  We; 
used  this  poem  in  our  Bible  school  I 
commencement  at  Black  Jack  Free 
Will  Baptist  Church,  Route3,  Green-  ■ 
ville.-Mrs.  Boyd.) 

From  darkness  to  light  the  world 

had  its  beginning; 
Set   into  motion  by  God,  it  began  i 

spinning. 

He   created   man   and   all  animals 

too; 

Put   them  in  a  garden  filled  with 
flowers  and  fruit. 

But  man  sinned-and  sad  was  God's 
heart; 

So  from  the  garden,  man  had  to  de- 
part. 

Then  God  promised  His  Son  to  send 
To  save  the  world  of  sinful  men. 

He  came-His  life  He  gave-a  sacri- 
fice, 

And  upon  the  Cross  He  paid  the  price; 

So  that  you  and  I,  with  hearts  of 

love, 

May  live  with  Him  in  heaven  above. 

No  greater  love  one  will  ever  see 
Than  the  love  God  has  for  you  and 

me. 
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The 


Unmitigated 


by  the  Rev.  R.  P.  Harris 


Scriptural  Basis:  "Study  to  shew 
hyself  approved  unto  God,  a  work- 
nan  that  needeth  not  to  be  ashamed, 
ightly  dividing  the  word  of  truth" 
2  Timothy  2:15). 

THE   DUTY   OF  MAN  TO  LEARN 
MORE  ABOUT  JESUS 

The  name  Jesus  Christ  is  the 
!p~eatest  name  the  world  has  ever 
mown.  It  is  a  name  above  all 
ikher  names  from  the  very  beginning 
Ibf  creation  to  the  end  of  time,  and 
hven  on  into  eternity.  It  is  the  duty 
|f  all  men  everywhere  and  of  all 
liges  to  learn  more  about  Jesus. 
Irhere  are  many  reasons  why  this  is 
I rue  and  I  shall  name  some  of  them. 

First,  Jesus  Christ  is  the  Author 
lind  the  Finisher  of  our  faith  (see 
Hebrews  12:2).  This  means  that  He 
Is  the  One  who  makes  faith  available 

10  us.  "...  faith  cometh  by  hear- 
ing, and  hearing  by  the  word  of 
bod"  (Romans  10:17).  Since  Jesus  is 
|(he  incarnate  Word  of  God,  one  has  to 
Jiear  Him  before  faith  can  be  known, 
bhrist  is  the  Author  of  our  faith  by 
mrtue  of  the  fact  that  He  created  it 
lor  us  and  He  adapts  it  to  our  needs. 
liVe  need  Christ  more  than  we  need 
linything  else  in  this  world-more  than 
Ijiouses  or  land,  silver  or  gold,  family 
i>r  friends. 

It  is  impossible  to  go  to  heaven 
vithout  a  saving  knowledge  of  Christ. 
This  saving  knowledge  means  that  one 
las  put  his  hopes,  desires,  andambi- 
ions  into  the  hands  of  Christ  and 
rusts  Him  with  all  his  heart.  Hav- 
ng  done  this,  the  believer  disciplines 
dmself     to    live    day    by  day  in 

fbedience  to  Christ.  Things  to  do, 
laces  to  go,  and  all  phases  of  liv- 
ing will  be  dedicated  to  the  Christian 
■way  of  life. 

11  Second,     Christ     is    the  Great 
phepherd  of  the  sheep  (see  Hebrews 

'  i3: 20).  This  means  that  He  is  equipped 
o  take  care  of  our  every  need.  The 


BIBLE  TIMES 

Wildernesses  ,  Plains , 
Deserts,  and  Mountains 


by  Mrs.  Royce  Matthews 
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In  the  puzzle  above,  "Bible  Times  Wildernesses,  Plains,  Deserts,  and 
Mountains,"  were  you  able  to  locate  all  of  them?  Above  the  words  are 
circled  for  you.  Remember,  they  may  read  vertically,  horizontally,  or 
diagonally,  and  may  be  spelled  forwards  or  backwards.  Did  you  notice 
the  error  in  the  spelling  of  Mount  Gerizim?  Sorry  about  that! 


Good  Shepherd  is  equipped  to  care  for 
our  hurts,  bruises,  and  sicknesses. 
He  is  able  to  lead  us  into  green 
pastures  and  to  bubbling  brooks.  He 
is  able  to  provide  us  with  sleeping 
facilities  and  to  soothe  and  comfort  us 
when  troubles  come  upon  us.  The 
Good  Sepherd  can  feed  us  the  living 
bread  and  sustain  us  in  all  areas  of 
living.  There  is  indeed  no  other 
source  for  soul  food  or  any  other 
benefits  vital  to  our  well-being. 

Third,  Christ  is  our  advocate  with 
the  Father  (see  1  John  2:1).  This 
means  that  in  Christ  we  have  some- 
one to  represent  us  to  the  Father. 
Since  man  is  a  sinner  he  cannot 
look  upon  God  and  live.  There  has 
to  be  a  reconcilation  from  man  to 
God   because   God   will  not  accept 


man  as  he  is.  There  has  to  be  a 
mediator  and  God  has  agreed  for 
Christ  to  be  the  Mediator.  There 
is  no  other  way. 

".  .  .  I  am  the  way,  the  truth, 
and  the  life:  no  man  cometh  unto  the 
Father,  but  by  me"  (John  14:6).  No 
wonder  Jesus  Christ  is  such  a  beauti- 
ful name! 

God,  our  Father,  has  placed  all  our 
hopes  in  Christ.  What  Christ  does 
with  us  and  for  us  is  final.  God  will 
not  intervene.  All  things,  both  in 
heaven  and  on  earth,  have  been  com- 
mitted unto  Christ.  Every  man  with  a 
lick  of  sense  ought  to  realize  how  im- 
portant it  is  to  love  and  obey  Jesus 
Christ  and  worship  and  adore 
Him  with  all  his  might,  grace,  and 
knowledge! 
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Of  Denominational  Interest 

Cragmont  Treasurer's  Report 
For  July,  1974 

Mrs.    Fountain  Taylor,  treasurer 
for  Cragmont  Assembly,  Inc.,  Black 
Mountain,  reports  as  follows  for  the 
month  of  July,  1974: 
Balance  July  1,  1974  $7,548.39 

Receipts 
Churches  $1,701.73 
Auxiliaries  10.00 
Unions  27.92 
Sunday  Schools  60.00 
Sunday  School  Conv. 19.00 
Leagues  3 1 . 93 

Total  Receipts  1,850.58 

Total  to  Account  For  9,398.97 
Disbursements 
Operating  Expenses  38.80 
CPA  for  1973  430.00 
Insurance  178.70 

Total  Disbursements  647.50 
Balance  August  1,  1974  $8,751.47 


Revival  Scheduled  for 
Living  Waters  Church 

Revival  services  will  be  held  the 
week  of  August  19-23,  at  the  Living 
Waters  Free  Will  Baptist  Church, 
Route  2,  Pikeville,  beginning  each 
evening  at  eight  o'clock.  The  visit- 
ing evangelist  will  be  the  Rev.  Win- 
ford  Floyd,  pastor  of  the  First  Free 
Will  Baptist  Church,  Elizabethton, 
Tennessee.  There  will  be  good 
preaching  and  good  singing  each 
evening.  Also  a  nursery  will  be 
provided  for  those  who  wish  to  use 
it.  A  cordial  invitation  is  extended 
everyone  to  attend  and  enjoy 
the  Christian  worship  and  fellow- 
ship. 


Piney  Grove  Revival 
In  Progress 

Revival  services  are  in  progress 
this  week  at  the  Piney  Grove  Free 
Will  Baptist  Church  near  Creswell 
(better  known  as  Pea  Ridge).  Ser- 
vices will  continue  through  Sunday 
evening,  August  18,  with  the  Rev. 
Larry  Barber  as  the  guest  speaker. 
Mr.  Barber  is  being  assisted  each 
evening  by  a  lay  speaker,  Mr.  Issac 
Furlough.  The  services  are  begin- 
ning each  evening  at  7:45,  featuring 
special  music  each  service.  The 
public  is  cordially  invited  to  attend 
the  remainder  of  the  services. 


Pleasant  Grove  Church 
Honors  Pastor  and  Family 


Saturday  evening,  July  20,  the 
members  of  Pleasant  Grove  Free 
Will  Baptist  Church  near  Erwin, 
honored  their  pastor  and  his 
family,  the  Rev.  and  Mrs.  Billy 
Nowell  and  children,  Stanley  and 
Diana,  with  a  dinner  held  in  the 
fellowship  hall  of  the  church.  The 
hall  was  decorated  in  red  and  white. 
The  tables  were  covered  with  white 
cloths  with  centerpieces  of  red 
roses,  red  and  white  carnations, 
and  baby's  breath.  Mr.  Nowell  was 
presented  a  red -rose  boutineer  and 
Mrs.  Nowell  received  a  corsage  of 
three  red  roses. 

After  the  dinner  and  fellowshiping 
together,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Nowell  open- 
ed gifts  given  them  by  the  members 
of  the  church. 


Youth  Sunday  Observed 
At  Bethlehem  Church 

On  Sunday,  July  28,  the  youth  of 
Bethlehem  Free  Will  Baptist  Church 
at  Fountaintown,  took  charge  of  the 
services  for  the  day.  The  follow- 
ing YFA  members  served  as  officers 
and  teachers  for  the  Sunday  school: 

Pianist,  Susan  Edwards;  superin- 
tendent, Byron  Fountain;  nursery 
teacher,  Susan  Edwards;  beginner 
teachers,  Lisa  Jones  and  Brenda 
Fountain;   primary  teachers,  Billy 


Curtis  and  Tammie  Fountain;  junior 
teacher,  Rita  Mobley;  intermediate 
teacher,  Philip  Wood;  ushers,  Jenci 
Jones  and  Jolly  Williams;  and  song1 
leader,  Vernie  Fountain. 

A  special  song  was  rendered  byj 
Billy  Curtis,  RitaMobley,  and, Brenda! 
Fountain. 

The  president  of  the  YFA,  Vernie' 
Fountain,  presented  a  brass  studv' 
lamp  to  the  church  in  appreciation] 
of  the  many  years  of  services  ren- 
dered by  Mrs.  Mae  Jones  as  pianist 
of  the  church.  He  also  presentee 
a  desk  set  to  the  Rev.  and  Mrs. 
Floyd  Barnette  in  observance  of  the 
one  year  anniversary  of  full-time 
services  at  the  church.  A  boutineer 
was  presented  to  the  pastor  and  a 
corsage  to  his  wife  by  the  woman's 
auxiliary  of  the  church.  The  presen- 
tation was  made  by  Mrs.  Grace 
Jones,    president   of  the  auxiliary. 

Following  the  morning  service, 
lunch  was  served  in  the  fellowship! 
hall  of  the  church.  In  the  after- 
noon services  resumed  with  special: 
singing  by  the  Miles  family  of  Pink! 
Hill  and  the  Southernairs  of  Rich- 
lands . 

Tammie  Fountain,  reporter,  states: 
"Truly  this  was  a  day  of  good 
Christian  fellowship  which  was  enjoy- 
ed by  all."  i 


Ethel  Willoughby j 

A  gloom  of  sadness  was  felt  through- 
out Hickory  Chapel  Free  Will  Bap-  ■ 
tist  Church  and  surrounding  com- 
munities on  July  15,  1974,  by  the:' 
passing   of   Miss  Ehtel  Willoughby 
near  Ahoskie,  North  Carolina. 

She  was  born  August  25,  1904, 
and  accepted  Christ  early  in  life. 
She  was  a  faithful  member  of  her 
church,  net  just  in  attendance,  but 
in  whatever  she  could  do.  Her  life 
was  a  blessing  to  her  home,  her 
church,  and  her  community,  for  each 
has  been  better  by  her  having  been 
part  of  them.  She  grew  in  grace  as 
well  as  in  years. 

She  filled  her  place  in  life  well  and 
will  be  greatly  missed.  We  hated 
to  give  her  up,  but  realizing  God 
doeth  all  things  well,  we  bow  in 
humble  submission,  knowing  our  loss 
is  her  gain,  for  her  reward  is  that  for 
a  life  well  lived  and  one  to  be 
cherished  and  long  remembered. 

Respectfully  submitted, 
Bettie  Tinkham 
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STORIES 

for  our  youth 


Seven  Pairs  of  Shoes 


*  by  Agnes  Ranney 

HAT  are  you  doing-going  into  the 
shoeshine  business?"  Barry 
ooked  up  quickly  at  the  sound  of 
Chip's  voice.  Chip  stood  there,  an 
unused  grin  on  his  freckled  face, 
ooking  at  the  shoes  lined  up  on  the 
Dack  steps  of  Barry's  house. 
"This  is  sort  of  my  Saturday 
j  ob,"  Barry  explained. 

"It  looks  like  a  morning's  job," 
^said  Chip.  "Can't  you  play  now 
J^and  do  this  later?" 

'I  guess  I'd  better  not,"  Barry 
said  reluctantly.  There  was  no  use 
xplaining  that  at  this  house  chores 
;ame  first. 

"Well,  so  long,"  Chip  said,  start- 
ing back  toward  the  vacant  lot.  "May- 
je   I'll   see    you  this  afternoon." 

"Sure,"  Barry  said,  "come  on 
Dver."  But  he  didn't  think  Chip 
would. 

Chip  does  as  he  pleases,  Barry 
said  to  himself.  Chip  didn't  go  to 
Sunday  school  either,  although  Barry 
had   asked  him   to  several  times. 

Barry  scowled  as  he  looked  at 
the  shoes  lined  up  on  the  steps. 
There  were  seven  pairs!  Why  did 
tie  have  such  a  big  family,  anyway? 
There  were  Dad's  black  shoes-he 
didn't  mind  doing  them.  Mom's 
blue  suede  pumps  had  been  her  best 
pair  for  so  long;  they  would  need  only 
brushing.  The  brown  oxfords  be- 
longed to  George,  his  big  brother; 
it  did  seem  as  if  he  could  shine  his 
own  shoes!  Then  there  were  Martha's 
black  slippers.  He  could  hear  his 
big  sister,  now,  whipping  up  a  cake 
in  the  kitchen.  Then  there  were  his 
own  brown  oxfords.  Next  were  Jim- 
my's brown  shoes,  models  of  his  own 
in  a  five -year -old's  size,  and  there 
were  little  Cindy's  white  ones. 

Well,  that  was  his  family,  and 
there  were  the  shoes.  And  here  he 
sat-the  only  boy  in  Clover  Cor- 
ners who  had  seven  pairs  of  shoes  to 
shine  on  Saturday  morning!  Gloom - 
ly,  he  rubbed  the  dauber  in  the 
polish. 

Sure  enough,  the  afternoon  went 
by  without  his  seeing  Chip.  He  help- 


ed Martha  mow  the  lawn  and  he  took 
Cindy  for  a  ride  in  her  stroller.  He 
played  a  game  of  catch  with  Jimmy 
and  the  little  boy  next  door.  Then, 
just  after  dinner,  Chip  was  at  the 
door. 

"Say,  Barry,  come  on  over  to  my 
house.  My  uncle  has  just  sent  me 
a  keen  new  model  jet.  Stay  all 
night  with  me,  and  we'll  put  it  to- 
gether." 

Barry's  eyes  shone.  "Could  I, 
Mom?"  he  asked. 

"What  about  Sunday  school?"  said 
his  mother. 

"I  could  come  home  in  time  to 
go." 

"I'll  come  with  you,"  Chip  said 
with  a  grin. 

"Well,  in  that  case  I  don't  see 
why  not,"  his  mother  smiled.  In 
a  few  minutes  they  were  off. 

Chip  had  a  neat  room.  The  place 
was  filled  with  models.  Jets  and 
planes  hung  by  wires  from  the  ceil- 
ing so  they  had  to  duck  their  heads 
when  they  went  in.  Model  cars 
swarmed  on  the  bookshelves  and  the 
windowsill.     Barry's  eyes  widened. 

"Boy,    look  at  all  the  models!" 

"They're  fun  to  put  together," 
Chip  admitted.  "Mom  says  they 
keep  me  out  from  underfoot."  He 
cleared  a  space  on  his  desk,  and 
he  and  Barry  opened  the  box  with 
the  new  model.  Then  they  became 
busy  fitting  the  tiny  parts  together, 
holding  them  carefully  while  the  ce- 
ment dried.  The  house  was  very 
quiet. 

"Everybody's  gone,"  Chip  ex- 
plained, "so  we've  got  the  place  to 
ourselves."  They  worked  on,  not 
saying  much.  Barry  found  himself 
yawning,  and  he  looked  at  the  clock. 

"Hey,  Chip.  It's  almost  midnight! 
We'd  better  turn  in  if  we're  going 
to  go  to  Sunday  school!" 

Barry  had  scarcely  closed  his 
eyes  when  he  heard  a  terrific  noise. 
Shouts  came  up  the  stairs-voices 
loud  with  anger.  He  sat  up  with 
a  start  and  jerked  Chip  awake. 

"Wake  up,  Chip!  Something  aw- 
ful must  have  happened.  Your  house 
has  been  broken  into,  or  something! " 
Chip  blinked  sleepily. 


"Oh,  that's  just  Dad  and  Howard. 
Howard  is  late  getting  home  with 
the  car,  and  Dad's  angry  again.  It's 
all  right-go  back  to  sleep,  Barry." 

"But-does  he  always  talk  like 
that?"  Barry  stammered. 

"Oh,  no-sometimes  he  really  loses 
his  temper,"  Chip  said,  settling  back 
once  more.  "Good  night,  Barry." 
There  was  the  slamming  of  a  door, 
and  the  voices  stopped.  Barry  lay 
there  for  a  long  tme  in  the  uneasy 
silence  of  the  strange  house.  What 
if  his  dad  talked  to  his  big  brother 
like  that?  Or  to  him?  Sure,  they 
had  disagreements  sometimes-but 
never  like  that!  It  seemed  as  if  they 
hated  each  other. 

Chip  was  not  asleep.  Barry  could 
tell  by  the  way  he  was  staring  at  the 
ceiling  that  he  wasn't  as  unconcern- 
ed as  he  had  seemed.  Never  be- 
fore had  Barry  stopped  to  think 
that  his  family  was  in  any  way  out  of 
the  ordinary-that  all  boys  didn't  have 
folks  like  his.  But  now  he  said  a 
silent  prayer  of  thanks  for  them- 
and  for  Chip,  that  somehow  he  might 
come  to  know  the  Lord  Jesus. 

The  alarm  rang  all  too  soon. 
Barry's  eyes  felt  full  of  sand  as  he 
scrambled  out  of  bed.  He  was  soon 
dressing  in  the  clothes  he  had  worn 
the  day  before,  since  he  would  have 
to  go  home  and  change  before  Sun- 
day school.  Chip  was  rummaging 
through  his  bureau  drawers  for  his 
clothes.  He  kept  coming  up  with 
mismated  socks  and  shirts  with 
missing  buttons. 

At  last  Chip  was  dressed. 

Barry's  house,  when  they  got  there, 
seemed  strangely  inviting.  It  was  a 
little  noisy,  with  everyone  hurrying 
to  finish  breakfast  and  Cindy  pound- 
ing her  highchair  tray  with  her  spoon. 
But  it  was  warm  and  full  of  life. 

"Hey,  something  smells  good!" 
Chip  exclaimed.  Pancakes  and  ba- 
con, Barry  could  tell.  Martha  made 
a  place  for  him  and  Chip  between 
Cindy  and  Jimmy,  and  she  brought 
each  of  them  a  generous  pile  of  the 
steaming  brown  pancakes.  After 
breakfast,  Barry  hurried  to  dress 
for  Sunday  school. 

As  he  and  Chip  stepped  back  to 
hold  the  church  door  open  for  his 
family  that  morning,  Barry  looked 
at  the  line  of  shoes  marching  in- 
the  same  shoes  he  had  scowled  at 
on  the  back  steps  the  morning  be- 
fore. 

It  wasn't  such  a  wonderful  job 
he  did  for  his  family,  he  guessed- 
this  job  of  keeping  the  shoes  pol- 
ished. But  he  certainly  was  thank- 
ful for  a  family  who  loved  the  Lord 
and  one  another-and  from  now  on, 
it  was  a  job  he  would  do  with  a 
smile  instead  of  a  frown!-Junior 
Journeys. 
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MOUNT  OLIVE  COLLEGE  BOARD  OF  TRUSTEES 

The  governing  agency  of  Mount  Olive  College  is  a  Board  of  Trustees 
elected  by  the  Free  Will  Baptist  State  Convention  of  North  Carolina. 
Trustees  are  elected  for  a  six- year  period  and  have  the  responsibility 
of  choosing  the  administrative  officers  of  the  College,  approving  faculty 
appointments,  establishing  the  annual  budget,  and  determining  general 
policies  for  the  governance  of  the  institution. 


Shown  at  a  recent  meeting  of  the  Board  of  Trustees  are,  seated  left  to 
right:  Mrs.  Mary  Winfield  Howard,  Washington;  the  Rev.  L.  B.  Woodall  Jr., 
Smithfield;  the  Rev.  C.  M.  Coats,  Smithfield;  the  Rev.  Lloyd  Vernon, 
Richlands;  Miss  Louise  Edgerton,  Pikeville;  Ray  Warwick,  Newton  Grove; 
Mrs.  W.  P.  Kemp  Sr.,  Goldsboro;  Nathan  Garner,  Newport;  Robert  By - 
nam,  Stantonsburg;  Sam  Bundy,  Farmville;  Mrs.  N.  B.  Barrow,  Snow  Hill; 
and  Miss  Jean  Fillingame,  assistant  secretary  to  the  board. 

Shown  standing,  left  to  right:  Dr.  W.  Burkette  Raper,  president;  James 
B.  Hunt  Sr.,  vice-chairman  of  the  board;  and  Harold  Herring  Jr.,  director 
of  development  for  the  College. 

Mr.  Ralph  A.  Morris  of  New  Bern  is  chairman  of  the  Board  of  Trustees 
and  during  two  full  terms  he  has  missed  a  meeting  of  the  board  only 
twice. 

The  next  meeting  of  the  Board  of  Trustees  will  be  Tuesday,  August  27. 


YOUNG  AND  OLD  HEADS 

In  the  Sunday  School  Times,  Joseph 
Edwin   Harris  said,   "When  a  boy 

or  girl  truly  accepts  the  Saviour, 
God  does  not  change  a  young  head 

or  a  young  heart  into  an  old  one.  A 
little   child  of   six  prayed,  'Dear 

Lord,  please  make  me  the  kind  of 
boy  you  were  when  you  were  six.' 
That  was  a  wise  prayer." 


"Mama,  when  is  God  going  to  send 
us  a  blanket?"  asked  seven- year - 
old  Caryl  one  day. 

"Why  do  you  think  God  is  going  to 
send  us  a  blanket?"  asked  her 
mother. 

"Because,"  replied  the  young 
daughter,  "our  Sunday  school  teach- 
er said  that  God  promised  a  com- 
forter when  Jesus  went  back  to 
heaven.  And  Jesus  has  been  in  heaven 
a  long  time." 


Questions  &  Answers 

(Continued  from  Page  5) 
with     the     Laplanders     and  the! 
Samoyeds,  who  are  dark  and  of  verjl 
low  stature.' 

"The  above  quotations  are  but  a 
few  of  many  such  that  might  be  cited,! 
setting  forth  the  fact  that-as  the 
student  of  the  Word  of  God  sees  it-]l 
man  can  offer  no  theory  for  the 
origin  of  the  Negro  race  half  as  satis- 
fying or  plausible  as  that  suggest- 
ed by  the  words  of  Genesis  9:25: 
'Cursed  be  Canaan;  a  servant  of  ser- 
vants shall  he  be  unto  his  brethren.' 
As  for  other  variations  in  the  races, 
it  seems  logical  that  diet,  climate, 
variability,  heredity,  and  hybridism 
could  well  be  responsible  for  these!" 

Racial  prejudice  of  any  kind  is 
not  in  keeping  with  the  Great  Com- 
mission and  should  never  be  prac- 
ticed by  Christians.  This  does  not 
mean  that  we  tolerate  from  one 
of  another  nation  things  we  would 
not  from  one  of  one's  own  race.  It 
means  that  in  each  instance  whether 
Jew  or  Gentile  they  and  what  they  do 
and  how  they  behave  calls  forth  fromi 
us  the  same  reaction.  We  are  not) 
to  be  unevenly  yoked  together  with! 
anyone  of  any  race  and  we  are  not 
to  form  fellowship  or  any  kind  of 
friendship  with  God's  enemies.  We* 
are  to  obey  God's  Word  alike  regard- 
less to  racial  or  other  distractions  of 
this  nature.  "Be  ye  not  unequally 
yoked  together  with  unbelievers:  fori 
what  fellowship  hath  righteousnessl 
with  unrighteousness?  and  what  com- 
munion hath  light  with  darkness? 
(2  Corinthians  6:14);  "If  there  come 
any  unto  you,  and  bring  not  this 
doctrine,  receive  him  not  into  your 
house,  neither  bid  him  God  speed:! 
For  he  that  biddeth  him  God  speed 
is  partaker  of  his  evil  deeds"  (2  John 
10,  11). 

We  are  to  be  Christlike  to  all  which 
call  for  us;  on  the  one  hand,  "be 
all  things  to  all,"  that  we  may  win 
some;  but  at  the  same  time,  obey 
Christ's  orders.  "And  I  heard  an- 
other voice  from  heaven,  saying,' 
Come  out  of  her,  my  people,  that 
ye  be  not  partakers  of  her  sins,  andi 
that  ye  receive  not  of  her  plagues" 
(Revelation  18:4);  "And  what  con- 
cord hath  Christ  with  Belial?  or 
what  part  hath  he  that  believeth  with 
an  infidel?  And  what  agreement  hath 
the  temple  of  God  with  idols?  for 
ye  are  the  temple  of  the  living  God; 
as  God  hath  said,  I  will  dwell  in 
them,  and  walk  in  them;  and  I  will  be 
their  God,  and  they  shall  be  my  peo- : 
pie.  Wherefore  come  out  from  among 
them,  and  be  ye  separate,  saith  the 
Lord,  and  touch  not  the  unclean  thing; 
(Continued  on  Page  15) 
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four  Convention- 
What  Will  You 
Make  of  It? 

Floyd  B.  Cherry 
President 


The  sixty- second  annual  ocssion 
f  the  North  Carolina  State  Conven- 
on   of   Original   Free   Will  Bap- 
sts  will  meet  in  the  Kenan  Memorial 
.uditorium,      Kenansville,  North 
:arolina,  Wednesday  and  Thursday, 
eptember  11  and  12. 
The  Duplin  County  Free  Will  Bap- 
st  churches  extended  to  the  con- 
ention  executive  committee  their  in- 
itation  for  the  convention  to  meet 
rith  them,  with  the  information  that 
le  Kenan  Auditorium  would  be  se- 
ured  for  the  meeting.  Although  we 
re  grateful  for  all  of  the  invitations 
pat  were  extended  to  the  convention 
jt   its   1974   session,    the  Duplin 
bounty  invitation  was  accepted  unan- 
mously  by  the  executive  committee, 
"his  will  be  the  first  time  the  con- 
tention  has  met  in  Duplin  County 
i  more  than  a  quarter  of  a  century, 
ye  appreciate  the  invitation  to  meet 
i  the  county  seat  and  in  the  beauti- 
jl  Kenan  Memorial  Auditorium.  We 
sel   sure   that  all  who  attend  the 
ession  will  enjoy  the  space  and  com - 
Drt  of  this  fine  facility. 
Items  of  great  concern  to  both  lay - 
len  and  ministers  are  to  be  consider - 
d  at  the  convention  this  year.  We 
all  hear  reports  from  the  denomina- 
ional  institutions  and  boards,  and 
ach  one  will  present  a  budget  for 
ts  operation  during  the  1974-75  fiscal 
•ear.     The  combined  budget  of  all 
'Enterprises  is  expected  to  be  more 
han  a  million  and  a  half  dollars. 


We  will  also  hear  a  report  from  the 
committee  that  was  elected  at  last 
year's  session  to  study  the  matter  of 
a  unified  budget  for  the  convention. 
This  committee  has  some  recom- 
mendations that  will  be  of  vital  im- 
portance to  every  church  in  the 
state.  You  will  not  want  to  miss 
this  report. 

In  addition  to  the  above  mentioned 
items,  the  convention  must  find  some 
means  of  adequately  financing  itself. 
The  same  amount  of  offerings  that  was 
sent  in  by  the  churches  for  conven- 
tion expense  twenty  years  ago  simply 
is  not  adequate  now.  Churches  should 
also  remember  that  money  sent  to  the 
convention  for  special  purposes; 
such  as  the  Children's  Home,  Mount 
Olive  College,  and  missions  cannot 
be  used  for  convention  expenses.  We 
urge  that  each  church  send  a  mini- 
mum of  $25  for  convention  expense 
this  year;  otherwise,  the  work  of  the 
convention  will  be  hampered  for  lack 
of  funds. 

In  addition  to  the  regular  business 
of  the  convention,  there  will  be  many 
interesting  and  helpful  features. 
Mount  Olive  College,  the  Children's 
Home,  the  Foreign  Mission  Board, 
and  the  Free  Will  Baptist  Press 
Foundation  have  already  expressed 
their  intention  of  having  an  interest- 
ing and  helpful  display  at  the  con- 
vention. If  there  are  other  boards 
and  institutions  who  wish  to  have  some 
assigned  space  for  display,  please  let 
us  know  as  soon  as  possible. 

The  program  itself  has  many 
spiritual  features.  The  full  program 
will  appear  in  The  Free  Will  Bap- 
tist within  the  next  month;  however,  in 
the  meantime  let  me  just  mention  an 
item  or  two  that  will  interest  you. 
On  the  first  day,  the  morning 
message  will  be  brought  by  the  Rev. 
Norman  Ard  from  the  Eastern  Con- 
ference. On  the  second  day  the 
eleven  o'clock  message  will  be 
brought  by  the  Rev.  Earl  Glenn  of 
the  Cape  Fear  Conference.  The  Revs. 
J.  B.  Starnes  and  Clyde  Cox  will  be 
in  charge  of  the  music  for  the 
session.  Also  we  must  not  forget 
the  great  mission  rally  on  Wednesday 
night  of  the  convention. 

In  next  week's  issue  of  The  Free 
Will  Baptist  we  plan  to  run  a  pic- 
ture of  the  Kenan  Memorial 
Auditorium,  and  a  list  of  motels  and 
other  accommodations  for  those  who 
will  be  spending  the  night  in  Kenans- 
ville. Later  we  will  publish  the  com- 
plete program  for  the  convention 
and  a  list  of  all  committees  to  be 
appointed  by  the  president  at  the 
convention. 

Make  your  plans  now  for  the  largest 
and  best  session  of  the  State  Con- 
vention! 


Questions  &  Answers 

(Continued  from  Page  14) 
and  I  will  receive  you"  (2  Corin- 
thians 6:15-17). 

It  so  happens  that  I  have  heard 
from  missionaries  sad  tales  of  new 
missionaries  that  went  too  far  in 
adapting  the  practices  of  the  nations 
to  whom  they  had  been  sent  to  minis- 
ter the  gospel.  I  recall  hearing  of 
one  new  missionary  that  was  report- 
ed to  have  lost  both  legs  when  he 
accepted  a  native's  challenge  to  walk 
on  hot  stones  that  the  native  had 
walked  upon  without  what  seemed 
any  ill  effect.  The  missionary  at- 
tributed the  miracle  to  demonic 
power:  a  power  these  particular  na- 
tives claimed  called  for  complete 
dedication  to  the  devil  or  one  of  his 
emissaries.  When  we  meet  a  lost 
world  in  the  name  of  our  Christ  we 
need  to  have  secured  to  ourselves 
the  whole  armour  of  God.  (See 
Ephesians  6:10-18;  2  Corinthians 
6:1-7.) 


MISS  DONNA  MARIE  LLOYD 

This  in  memoriam  is  written  in 
loving  memory  of  Donna  Marie  Lloyd 
of  Vanceboro,  who  passed  away  July 
17,  1974.  We  hated  to  give  her  up, 
but  we  know  she  is  now  an  angel  in 
heaven. 

Donna 

A  little  girl  that  I  knew, 
A  child  of  God,  so  fair  and  true; 
Laughing,  playing,  and  on  the  run- 
Always  having  lots  of  fun. 

To  everyone  she  was  a  friend, 
Keeping  her  chin  up  until  the  end. 
Altho  she  was  sick  for  many  years, 
She   never   showed   any  doubt  and 
fears. 

I  ask  the  question,  Why?  Oh,  why 
Did  Jesus  let  this  little  girl  die? 
The  answer  is  plain  for  us  to  see: 
He  needed  her  more  than  we. 

God  took  her  gently  to  His  throne; 
He  left  an  emptiness  in  her  home. 
He  carried  her  to  a  beautiful  land 
To  be  an  angel  in  His  band. 

Even  tho  we  loved  her  dearly, 
If   we   could   think   more  clearly, 
I'm    sure   we'd  hear  her  whisper 
sweet, 

"I  am  not  dead,  I'm  just  asleep." 

Written  by  a  dear  Friend, 
Elsie  Whitford 
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SEPTEMBER  13,  14,  15,  1974 

SPONSORED   BY   "THE  PROCL AIMERS"  OF 
WINTER VILLE ,  NORTH  CAROLINA,  FREE  WILL  BAPTIST  CHURCH 

A   time   planned  for  group  discussions,  singing,  good 
gospel  preaching,  and  clean  Christian  recreation. 

Arrival  Time  6:00  P.M.,  Friday,  September  13 

Departing  Time  8:30  A.M.,  Sunday,  September  15 

Total  Cost  $20 

Registration  must  be  in  by  August  31,  1974.   Open  for 
young  people  of  all  ages. 


Fill  in  registration  blank  and  send  it  in  today. 


Name: 
Age:- 


Address: 


Home  Church: 


Mail  your  $20  registration  to: 


The  Rev.  Jack  Mayo,  Director 
P.  O.  Box  817 

Winterville,  North  Carolina  28590 


16 


THE  FREE  WILL  BAPTIST 


Free  Will  Baptist 

AYDEN,    NORTH   CAROLINA,   WEDNESDAY,   AUGUST  21,  1974 


Our  sufferings  are  not  worthy  to 
be  compared  with  the  glory  which 

shall  be  revealed  in  us  .... 


Cover  Photo  by  Ed  Carlin 


Suffering  Brings  Glory? 
It  Can  If  One  Will  Let  It! 

Everybody  suffers.  Some  suffer  physically  and  some  suffer  emotionally; 
and  some  suffer  both  ways  and  to  a  degree  they  think  impossible  to  bear. 

Agonizing  in  the  aftermath  of  tragedy,  the  mind  reprimands  the  op- 
pressing and  depressing  villain  which  imposed  the  tragedy,  be  that  villain 
a  human  being  or  an  unavoidable  circumstance.  Grasping  for  whatever  help 
is  available,  the  suffering  one's  reach,  all  too  frequently,  is  too  short.  He 
cannot  secure  for  himself  the  aid  he  needs-or  he  thinks  he  cannot-and,  too, 
he  often  waits  until  too  late  to  reach  out  for  assistance. 

The  body  can  take  a  lot  of  abuse-so  can  the  mind-as  has  been  proved  by 
some  individuals  who,  according  to  medical  science,  were  beyong  repair. 
This  writer  has  seen  many  miracles  in  his  short  lifetime;  in  fact,  he  has 
seen  six  or  seven  in  the  last  decade;  and  the  lives  in  which  the  miracles  were 
wrought  are  still  a  phenomenon  to  the  doctors  who  frankly  had  said,  "We've 
done  all  we  can;  now  it's  up  to  Someone  else." 

Faith  entered  in  and  proved  itself-faith  on  the  part  of  the  victim  and  his 
family,  friends,  and  Christian  acquaintances.  Faith  reasoned  that  all  things 
that  were  asked  in  prayer,  believing,  the  same  would  be  received  in 
accordance  with  the  holy  will  of  God.  Let  no  man  deceive;  faith  can  move 
mountains;  and,  it  is  our  belief  that  physical  mountains  can  be  moved  as 
well  as  spiritual  ones  if  the  King  of  heaven  is  glorified  in  the  "moving." 

Standing  by  the  bed  of  a  critically  injured  friend  and  having  been  told  that, 
in  the  realm  of  human  reasoning  and  according  to  medical  technology, 
there  is  no  way  that  he  can  be  living,  baffles  us.  If  any  person  can  truly 
claim  atheism  and  see  one  rise  from  what  was  said  to  be  sure  death  to  use- 
ful living,  that  person  lacks  something  in  the  way  of  intellect.  Though  we 
know  some  geniuses  (after  the  manner  of  man)  who  contend  that  there  is  no 
higher  power,  we  cannot  help  but  question  the  fact  that  they  really  discount 
God.  Do  they  not  perhaps  say  that  there  is  no  God  merely  because,  in- 
tellectually speaking,  His  wonders  are  beyond  human  comprehension  and 
they  have  been  taught  that  if  something  is  not  humanlyascertainable.it  is 
not  to  be  accepted?  There  may  indeed  be  some  real,  confirmed  atheists, 
but  we  wonder  if  at  their  point  of  departure  from  this  life  whether  they  do 
not  at  least  wonder  if  they  were  not  wrong.  .  .  .  Would-be  atheists  must 
suffer  a  lot  psychologically,  for  after  their  resources  are  exhausted  (the 
physical  and  emotional  ones),  they  have  nowhere  else  to  go.  Christians  do. 
They  have  the  Lord.  True,  He  should  be  the  first  source  of  help  rather 
than  the  last,  though  some  Christians  are  guilty  of  selling  Him  short  and 
find  themselves  marveling  at  His  great  healing  and  keeping  power.  But 
how  wonderful  it  is  that  the  Lord  of  lords  intervenes  in  our  behalf  whether 
we  be  plagued  with  pain,  stress,  or  sin! 

Aside  from  physical  pain  and  emotional  turmoil,  there  is  spiritual 
suffering;  and  this  is  usually  the  most  frustrating.  Deep  in  the  valley  is 
where  we  find  ourselves,  when  high  on  the  mountaintop  is  where  we  should 
stay.  Our  human  weakness  is  responsible  for  our  lack  of  elevation.  The 
all-inclusive  word,  "faith,"  is  again  the  answer. 

A  mentally- deranged  mind  is  restored  to  rational  thought.  A  broken, 
mangled  body  is  mended  when  doctors  had  said,  "Impossible!"  A  sin- 
infested  soul  is  cleansed  by  His  blood  and  life  takes  on  new  and  added 
meaning.  We  are  awe-inspired.  Even  perspicacious  men  with  twenty 
degrees  to  their  credit  (or  discredit)  cannot  help  but  shake  their  heads 
in  wonderment. 

We  are  not  too  amazed  at  miracles  anymore,  for  we  have  seen  them.  We 
know  that  for  every  happening  there  is  a  purpose  and  that  in  the  wake  of 
tragedy  there  is  a  blessing-a  blessing  that  will  manifest  itself  in  due  sea- 
son. Take  glory  in  suffering,  for  after  every  heartache  there  is  a  song; 
something  good  always  follows  (or  is  made  possible  by)  the  bad. 

Paul  told  the  Romans  in  Verse  18  of  Chapter  8:  "For  I  reckon  that  the 
sufferings  of  this  present  time  are  not  worthy  to  be  compared  with  the 
glory  which  shall  be  revealed  in  us."  Humanly  speaking,  it  is  difficult- 
almost  impossible-to  take  joy  in  sorrow;  but  if  we  ever  doubted  the  reason 
for  suffering,  we  should  make  a  personal  application  of  the  verse  stated 
above.  How  wonderful  that  He  should  choose  to  reveal  glory  in  us!  Make  of 
every  heartache  a  blessing-and  be  happy.  .  .  .  And,  to  God  be  the  glory! 
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A  CHAPEL  FOR  MOUNT  OLIVE  COLLEGE 


E  are  gathered  for  two  pur- 
poses: (1)  To  give  thanks  to 
God  who  through  His  people  has  met 
a  deep  and  long -felt  need  for  a  chapel 
on  the  campus  of  Mount  Olive  College; 
and,  (2)  to  dedicate  this  chapel  to  the 
glory  of  God  and  to  the  development 
of  the  spiritual  life  of  the  College 
family  and  community. 

I.  Thanksgiving 

First,  let  us  give  thanks.  In  the 
words  of  the  psalmist:  "Praise  ye 
the  LORD.  O  give  thanks  unto  the 
LORD:  for  he  is  good:  for  his  mer- 
cy endureth  for  ever"  (Psalm  106: 
1). 

Today  will  be  recorded  as  one  of 
the  highwater  marks  in  the  history  of 
Mount  Olive  College. 

For  some,  this  day  has  come  ten 
years  too  late.  There  are  loyal 
friends  of  the  College  who  sincerely 
believed  that  this  chapel  should  have 
been  the  first  building  on  the  new 
campus.  To  them,  hope  was  deferred 
for  a  decade. 

For  others,  the  chapel  has  come 
prematurely.  For  these,  there  were 
other  buildings,  particularly  the 
Physical  Education  Center  and  the 
College  Union,  which  should  have  had 
priority  over  the  chapel. 

It  is  not  our  role  today  to  defend 
the  deferment  of  the  chapel  until  the 
College  had  an  academic  building  for 
instruction,  housing  for  its  students, 
and  a  library;  nor  is  it  our  role  to 
justify  the  priority  of  the  chapel  over 
much  needed  buildings  yet  in  the  fu- 
ture. That  judgment  must  now  be  left 
to  history. 

We  are  here  to  give  thanks.  The 
story  of  this  chapel  can  be  sum- 
marized in  a  few  words:  "God  has 
heard  and  answered  the  prayers  of 
His  people." 

Approximately  ten  years  ago,  the 
College  began  a  chapel  fund  with 
the  distribution  of  hundreds  of  little 
chapel  banks.  Some  responded,  like 
Mrs.  Helen  Askew' s  Primary  Class 
at  Hull  Road  church  which  has  re- 
ceived regular  offerings  for  the 
chapel  during  these  years.  But  for 
most  of  our  people  the  vision  of  a 
chapel  was  either  seen  dimly  or  the 
need  was  felt  lightly,  with  the  results 
that  as  late  as  mid- 1972  the  chapel 
fund  totaled  only  $13,981. 


Remarks  by  President  W.  Burkette 
Raper  at  the  Dedication  of  Rodgers 
Chapel,  August  3,  1974 

In  late  1971,  however,  a  group  ot 
students  were  asked,  "How  can  the 
College  best  help  you  develop  your 
spiritual  life?"  Their  answer  in- 
cluded comments  like  the  following: 
"We  came  to  Mount  Olive  because  it 
was  a  church -related  college,  but 
there  is  no  place  on  this  campus 
where  we  can  go  and  feel  that  it  is  set 
aside  for  the  worship  of  God.  We 
need  a  place  for  prayer  and  worship 
that  is  not  used  for  everything  else." 

I  assured  these  students  I  under- 
stood their  need-that  I  felt  it  too- 
but  I  also  explained  that  the  College 
did  not  have  the  money.  Out  of  this 
discussion  came  a  covenant  of  prayer 
and  in  December,  1971.  a  cross  from 
the  words  of  the  late  Nathan  Tadlock, 
a  true  friend  of  Mount  Olive  College, 
was  erected  on  the  site  where  we  are 
now  assembled. 


"I  was  glad  when  they  said  unto  me, 
Let  us  go  into  the  house  of  the  LORD" 
(Psalm  122:1). 


In  January,  1972,  the  committee 
appointed  to  prepare  specification  for 
the  chapel  held  its  first  meeting. 

In  April,  1972,  Mrs.  Sarah  Condon 
Rodgers  of  Wilson  County  made  a 
commitment  of  $60,000  to  the  chapel 
in  memory  of  her  late  husband,  Will 
R.  Rodgers. 

An  humble  and  debout  Christian 
woman,  Mrs.  Rodgers  wanted  the  gift 
to  be  anonymous  and  it  was  only  be- 
cause it  was  to  memorialize  her  be- 
loved husband  that  she  later  agreed 
for   her   identity  to   be  revealed. 

Due  to  the  inflationary  cost  of 
construciton,  the  amount  of  addi- 
tional funds  needed  increased  sub- 
stantially. The  search  for  these 
funds,  which  has  not  yet  ended,  has 
been  a  deeply  rewarding  experience. 
Thus  far: 

Thirty- seven  (37)  Free  Will  Bap- 
tist churches  and  eighty-six  (86) 
individuals  or  families  have  made 
pledges  in  the  amount  of  $1,000  or 
more; 

In  all  fifty- five  (55)  Free  Will 
Baptist  churches  and  185  individuals 
or  families  have  made  pledges. 
Special  gifts  have  included: 
A  contribution  by  Mrs.  Angeleta 
Tyndall  of  Duplin  County  to  spon- 
sor one  of  the  rooms  in  the  chapel 


as  a  memorial  to  her  husband,  the 
late  Henry  S.  Tyndall; 

A  pledge  by  the  Free  Will  Bap- 
tist State  Woman's  Auxiliary  Con- 
vention to  sponsor  the  carpet; 

A  gift  by  Mrs.  Lela  McLawhorn 
of  Craven  County  to  sponsor  the 
communion  table  as  a  memorial 
to  her  mother,  Mrs.  Louisiana  Vir- 
ginia Phillips  Dail; 

A  gift  by  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Robert 
Holmes  of  Mount  Olive  to  sponsor 
the  pulpit  and  lectern  as  memorials 
to  their  parents. 

Dedication  services  for  the  organ 
and  carillon  are  scheduled  for  Sat- 
urday, September  21,  at  which  time 
the  sponsors  of  these  important  in- 
struments will  be  recognized. 

To  all  our  friends,  whether  your 
gift  has  been  the  widow's  mite  or 
$60,000,  we  give  thanks.  We  hope 
that  you  are  glad  that  you  have 
taken  part  of  the  money  God  has 
deposited  with  you  and  invested  it 
in  a  house  for  His  worship  on  the 
campus  of  Mount  Olive  College. 

Let  us  "Enter  into  his  gates  with 
thanksgiving,  and  into  his  courts  with 
praise:  be  thankful  unto  him,  and 
bless    his    name"    (Psalm  100:4). 


n.  Act  of  Dedication 

As  one  approaches  this  sanctuary, 
there  is  a  plaque  which  christens 
this  building,  "Rodgers  Chapel," 
and  on  that  plaque  is  inscribed  the 
following  quotation  from  the  Book 
of  Isaiah,  Chapter  56,  Verse  7: 
"  .  .  .  mine  house  shall  be  called 
an  house  of  prayer  for  all  people." 

The  Scriptures  give  clear  witness 
to  the  need  of  the  human  soul  for 
a  place  it  can  identify  with  the  pres- 
ence of  God.  It  is  not  that  God  is 
restricted  to  certain  times  and  lo- 
cales, but  as  creatures  with  limit- 
ed minds  and  spirits,  we  need  aids 
in  our  worship  of  God. 

It  was  the  practice  of  the  great 
patriarchs  to  mark  as  sacred  those 
places  where  they  encountered  the 
presence  of  God.  Jacob,  for  exam- 
ple, when  making  his  trip  to  the 
ancestral  home  of  his  fathers,  stop- 
ped for  the  night  at  a  place  called 
Luz.  That  night  God  appeared  to 
him,  and  before  leaving  the  next 
morning  he  took  the  stone  he  had 
used  for  a  headrest,  set  it  up  as 
(Continued  on  Page  15) 
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SUNDAY,  AUGUST  25 

Scripture  Reading-Job  27:6 
Lincoln's  Business 

One  day  a  stranger  called  to  secure 
Lincoln's  services.  "State  your 
case,"  said  Lincoln.  A  history  of  the 
case  was  given,  when  Lincoln 
astonished  him  by  saying,  "I  cannot 
serve  you,  for  you  are  wrong,  and 
the  other  party  is  right."  "That  is 
none  of  your  business,  if  I  hire 
and  pay  you  for  taking  the  case," 
said  the  man.  "Not  my  business!" 
exclaimed  Lincoln.  "My  business 
is  never  to  defend  wrong.  I  never 
take  a  case  that  is  manifestly  wrong." 
"Not  for  any  amount  of  pay?"  said 
the  stranger.  "Not  for  all  you  are 
worth,"  replied  Lincoln. -Christian 
Herald. 

Prayer  Thought 
Wrong  cannot  be  made  right  by 
money  or  anything  else.  When  we 
are  wrong  we  must  become  sincerely 
sorry  and  ask  forgiveness  of  our 
heavenly  Father.  Only  then  may  we 
feel  we  are  in  the  right. 

MONDAY,  AUGUST  26 

Scripture  Reading-Isaiah  61:10 
It  Worked! 

Sarah  A.  Cooke  in  her  splendid 
book,  Wayside  Sketches,  gives  this 
experience: 

While  holding  meetings  some  years 
ago  in  Valparaiso,  Indiana,  a  mother 
gave  this  testimony:  "I  was  left 
with  five  children.  My  oldest  boy 
became  wicked  and  I  could  do  nothing 
with  him;  he  would  lie  and  steal,  and 
I  began  to  think  that  I  would  have  to 
put  him  in  a  reformatory.  One 
night  I  dreamed  that  a  voice  came  to 
me  telling  me  to  read  the  Bible  with 
my  children.  I  had  never  read  the 
Bible  with  my  children,  though  I  had 
a  beautiful  one  for  an  ornament  on 
the  parlor  table.  I  began  to  read  it 
with  the  children,  and,  oh,  what  a  dif- 
ference it  made  in  our  home!  The 
children  would  gather  around  me  as 
gentle  as  kittens,  and  my  eldest  boy, 
two  or  three  days  after  I  commenced, 
broke  down  and,  putting  his  arms 


around  .my  neck,  promised  he  would 
be  a  good  boy  and  be  saved.  Truly, 
'the  entrance  of  thy  words  giveth 
light.'  "-Norman  V.  Williams. 

Prayer  Thought 
God  has  told  us  to  raise  up  our 
children  in  the  way  that  we  would 
have  them  go  and  they  would  not  de- 
part from  it.  A  large  majority  of 
us  seem  to  be  suffering  from  a 
communication  gap. 

TUESDAY,  AUGUST  27 

Scripture  Reading-Isaiah  60:16 
Have  You  Forgotten  God? 
In  the   glare   of  earthly  pleasure, 
In  the  fight  for  earthly  treasure, 
'Mid  your  blessing  without  measure, 

Have  you  forgotten  God? 

You  are  thoughtful  of  the  stranger 
From   the   palace   or  the  manger; 
And  the  weak  you  shield  from  dan- 
ger- 
Have  you  forgotten  God? 

While  His  bounties  you're  accepting, 
Are  you  His  commands  neglecting 
And  His  call  to  you  rejecting? 
Have  you  forgotten  God? 

See   the   shades  of  night  appalling 
On   your  pathway  now  are  falling. 
Hear  you  not  those  voices  calling? 
Have  you  forgotten  God? 

-Robert  J.  Koffend. 

Prayer  Thought 
It  would  truly  seem  that  we  have 
forgotten  God.  Let  us  turn  back  to 
God  and  in  His  infinite  mercy  find 
the  peace  and  understanding  we  all 
so  desperately  seek. 

WEDNESDAY,  AUGUST  28 

Scripture  Reading-Matthew  7:7 
"The  Door  Is  Open" 

Dr.  T.  C.  Horton  entered  an  eleva- 
tor one  day  and  called  for  the  floor 
at  which  he  wished  to  stop.  Always 
ready  to  seize  an  opportunity  to  tell 
what  God  had  done  for  a  world  of 
lost  sinners,  he  turned  to  the  eleva- 
tor boy,  and  asked,  "Are  you  bound 
for  heaven  or  hell?"  "I don't  know," 
the  startled  young  man  replied.  When 
the  desired  floor  was  reached,  the 
elevator  stopped,  and  the  door  was 
opened.  But  Dr.  Horton  made  no 
move  to  go.  The  elevator  boy  wait- 
ed a  moment,  and  then  said  to  him, 
"Why  don't  you  go?  The  door  is 
open."  "So  is  the  door  of  heaven," 
answered  Dr.  Horton,  walking  out,  and 
leaving  the  young  man  to  make 
the  very  obvious  application. 
-Selected. 

Prayer  Thought 
We  are  a  people  well-known  for 
grasping  at  opportunity.  Why  are  we 


so  slow  to  go  through  the  open  door 
of  salvation? 

THURSDAY,  AUGUST  29 

Scripture  Reading-Psalm  27:1 
Dangling   by   Rope   'Neath  Airship 

Three  men  were  accidentally  car- 
ried aloft  by  the  great  airship  Akron, 
as  they  clung  to  a  ground -rope  that 
should  have  been  cast  off.  The 
thousands  that  witnessed  the  plight 
of  these  men  were  horrified  as  they 
watched  them  holding  on  in  awful 
desperation  while  they  were  being 
carried  higher  and  higher.  The 
strength  of  one  man  failed  and  he 
went  hurtling  down  to  instant  death. 
Men  prayed  and  cursed  by  turns. 
Women  shrieked  and  fainted.  An- 
other fell.  And  when  at  last  the 
third  was  safely  drawn  up  to  the 
dirigible,  there  was  unrestrained  and 
universal  rejoicing  over  his  rescue. 
But  only  rarely  indeed  does  a  man's 
imminent  danger  of  a  fall  to  spiritual 
death  occasion  violent  grief,  or  an- 
other's rescue  to  salvation  in  Christ 
bring  tears  and  exclamations  of  re- 
joicing to  an  onlooking  multitude. 
-Selected. 

Prayer  Thought 
No  wonder  we  are  so  despairing. 
We  are  much  more  concerned  with 
gloom  and  traumatic  incidents  than 
we  are  with  pleasant  thoughts.  We 
find  in  life  what  we  look  for. 

FRIDAY,  AUGUST  30 

Scripture  Reading-John  6:35 
Preserved  or  Pickled? 

Aunt  Sophia  made  this  comment 
concerning  Psalm  40: 11-" Let  thy 
loving -kindness  and  thy  truth  con- 
tinually preserve  me."  She  said, 
"Dat  is  just  like  the  deah  Lord.  He 
puts  His  trusting  children  right  in  de 
big  sause  pan  of  His  lub,  and  He 
sweetens  dem  with  de  sweetness  of 
His  grace,  so  dey  nebber  get  sour. 
And  when  you  see  one  who  is  cross 
and  fretful  and  gloomy,  bress  you, 
honey;  dey's  not  preserved,  dey'sonly 
pickled. '  '-Selected. 

Prayer  Thought 
It  is  a  wonderful  thought  that  we  are 
able  to  be  preserved  in  God's  love  and 
truth.    Read  His  words  and  sanctify 
His  name. 

SATURDAY,  AUGUST  31 

Scripture  Reading-John  8:12 
A  Matter  of  Tense 

When  Hudson  Taylor  was  on  his  way 
to  China,  he  was  accosted  one  day  by 
the  ship's  captain. 

"Taylor,  do  you  think  the  heathen 
will  be  lost  if  you  don't  go  to  China?" 

"I  think  the  heathen  are  lost.  That's 

(Continued  "on  Page  15) 
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Conducted  by  J.  P.  BARROW 
Route  1,  Box  475,  LaGrange,  North  Carolina  28551 


Question:  Please  explain,  "Now  the 
Spirit  speaketh  expressly,  that  in  the 
latter  times  some  shall  depart  from 
the  faith,  giving  heed  to  seducing 
spirits,  and  doctrines  of  devils; 
Speaking  lies  in  hypocrisy;  having 
their  conscience  seared  with  a  hot 
iron"  (1  Timothy  4:1,  2). 

Answer:  Since  God  knew  that  the 
fact  expressed  in  the  above  verses 
was  true  He  saw  fit  to  equip  the 
born- again  Christian  against  the  evil 
of  the  dark  days  of  this  evil  age. 
"For  God  hath  not  given  us  the 
spirit  of  fear;  but  of  power,  and  of 
love,  and  of  a  sound  mind.  .  .  . 
That  good  thing  which  was  committed 
unto  thee  keep  by  the  Holy  Ghost 
which  dwelleth  in  us"  (2  Timothy 
1:7,  14);  "And,  behold,  I  send  the 
promise  of  my  Father  upon  you: 
but  tarry  ye  in  the  city  of  Jerusalem, 
until  ye  become  endued  with  power 
from  on  high"  (Luke  24:49);  "And, 
being  assembled  together  with  them, 
commanded  them  that  they  should  not 
depart  from  Jerusalem,  but  wait  for 
the  promise  of  the  Father,  which, 
saith  he,  ye  have  heard  of  me.  For 
John  truly  baptized  with  water;  but 
ye  shall  be  baptized  with  the  Holy 
Ghost  not  many  days  hence.  .  .  . 
But  ye  shall  receive  power,  after  that 
the  Holy  Ghost  is  come  upon  you: 
and  ye  shall  be  witnesses  unto  me 
both  in  Jerusalem,  and  in  all  Judaea, 
and  in  Samaria,  and  unto  the  utter- 
most part  of  the  earth"  (Acts  1:4, 
5,  8);  "And  when  the  day  of  Pente- 
cost was  fully  come,  they  were  all  with 
one  accord  in  one  place.  .  .  .  And 
they  were  all  filled  with  the  Holy 
Ghost,  and  began  to  speak  with  other 
tongues,  as  the  Spirit  gave  them  ut- 
terance. .  .  .  But  Peter,  standing  up 
with  the  eleven,  lifted  up  his  voice, 
and  said  unto  them,  Ye  men  of 
Judaea,  and  all  ye  that  dwell  at 
Jerusalem,  be  this  known  unto  you, 
and  hearken  to  my  words:  .  .  .  But 
this  is  that  which  was  spoken  by  the 
prophet  Joel;  And  it  shall  come  to 
pass  in  the  last  days,  saith  God,  I 
will  pour  out  of  my  Spirit  upon  all 
flesh:  and  your  sons  and  your  daugh- 
ters shall  prophesy,  and  your  young 


men  shall  see  visions,  and  your  old 
men  shall  dream  dreams:  And  on  my 
servants  and  on  my  handmaidens  I 
will  pour  out  in  those  days  of  my 
Spirit:  and  they  shall  prophesy"  (Acts 
2:1,  4,  14,  16-18). 

Compare  the  above  verses  with 
these:  "And  they  said,  Believe  on 
the  Lord  Jesus  Christ,  and  thoushalt 
be  saved,  and  thy  house"  (Acts  16: 
31);  "That  if  thou  shalt  confess  with 
thy  mouth  the  Lord  Jesus,  and  shalt 
believe  in  thine  heart  that  God  hath 
raised  him  from  the  dead,  thou  shalt 
be  saved.  For  with  the  heart  man 
believeth  unto  righteousness;  and  with 
the  mouth  confession  is  made  unto 
salvation.  For  the  scripture  saith, 
Whosoever  believeth  on  him  shall  not 
be  ashamed"  (Romans  10:9-11);  "He 
that  believeth  on  the  Son  hath  ever- 
lasting life:  and  he  that  believeth  not 
the  Son  shall  not  see  life;  but  the 
wrath  of  God  abideth  on  him"  (John 
3:36);  "O  the  depth  of  the  riches 
both  of  the  wisdom  and  knowledge 
of  God:  how  unsearchable  are  his 
judgments,  and  his  ways  past  find- 
ing out!"  (Romans  11:33);  "Butasit 
is  written,  Eye  hath  not  seen,  nor 
ear  heard,  neither  have  entered  into 
the  heart  of  man,  the  things  which 
God  hath  prepared  for  them  that 
love  him.  But  God  hath  revealed 
them  unto  us  by  his  Spirit:  for  the 
Spirit  searcheth  all  things,  yea,  the 
deep  things  of  God.  For  what  man 
knoweth  the  things  of  a  man,  save 
the  spirit  of  man  which  is  in  him? 
even  so  the  things  of  God  knoweth 
no  man,  but  the  Spirit  of  God.  Now 
we  have  received,  not  the  spirit  of 
the  world,  but  the  spirit  which  is 
of  God;  that  we  might  know  the  things 
that  are  freely  given  to  us  of  God. 
Which  things  also  we  speak,  not  in  the 
words  which  man's  wisdom  teacheth, 
but  which  the  Holy  Ghost  teacheth; 
comparing  spiritual  things  with  spiri  - 
tual"  (1  Corinthians  2:9-13). 

It  is  true  as  we  often  hear  it  said, 
that  God  had  promised  to  send  the 
Holy  Spirit  and  that  in  His  fore- 
knowledge He  knew  exactly  when  He 
would  send  the  Holy  Spirit  and  when 
the  exercises  at  Pentecost  would  be 
manifested;  but  it  is  also  just  as 


true  that  Jesus  knew  the  disciples 
would  obey  His  orders  to  tarry  in 
Jerusalem  until  the  Holy  Spirit  did 
come  and  He  had  promised  He  would. 

The  Bible  teaches  also,  "But  they 
that  wait  upon  the  LORD  shall  renew 
their  strength;  they  shall  mount  up 
with  wings  as  eagles;  they  shall  run, 
and  not  be  weary;  and  they  shall 
walk,  and  not  faint"  (Isaiah  40:31). 
Surely  the  Lord  who  has  known  the  end 
of  everything  from  the  beginning 
knows  just  how  and  when  everything 
will  be  throughout  all  activities  of 
all  kinds,  and  yet  He  gives  direc- 
tions to  all  and  promises  to  reward 
or  chasten  His  children  according  to 
how  they  respond  to  such  teachings. 

But  this  in  no  way  hinders  any  right 
now  to  qualify  for  heaven.  They  sim- 
ply must  believe  in  Christ  in  the 
sense  that  they  commit  themselves  to 
Him  and  His  cause.  Then  the  more 
perfectly  they  obey  Christ,  as  the 
Bible  indicates,  they  should  walk  in 
the  light  of  Christ  as  in  the  presence 
of  the  Person  of  the  Holy  Spirit, 
obeying  the  precepts  God  has  placed 
in  the  Bible. 

The  Lord  knew  before  He  in- 
spired the  Word  what  would  be  needed 
by  sinners.  He  also  made  provision 
for  this  in  the  completed  Bible  He 
has  given  us;  but  study  it,  we  must. 


29,247  Pennsyvlanians 
Hear  Evangelist 
Grady  Wilson 

Despite  rain -threatening  evenings, 
29,247  persons  attended  the  10- day 
Fayette  County  Crusade  for  Christ, 
June  14-23  in  Uniontown,  Pen- 
nsylvania. 

Grady  Wilson,  long-time  associate 
of  Billy  Graham,  spoke  nightly  of 
the  reality  of  life  in  Christ.  Some 
1,172  persons  indicated  their 
decision  for  Christ  by  "coming  for- 
ward" as  an  outward  sign  of  an  in- 
ward commitment. 

Special  guests  at  the  Crusade,  who 
told  the  audience  what  being  a  Chris- 
tian meant  to  them,  were  Myrtle 
Hall  Maloney,  soloist  with  the  Billy 
Graham  Crusades;  John  Fraley, 
president  of  the  Carolina  Freight 
Carriers  Corporation;  and  Melvin 
Graham,  brother  of  Billy  Graham. 

Singing  in  the  Crusade  were  the 
"Valley  Singers"  and  Miss  Ethel 
Waters  of  Los  Angeles. 

Over  100  churches  participated  in 
the  Crusade  by  providing  counselors, 
choir  members,  ushers,  and  youth 
involvement. 

Uniontown  is  a  community  of  15,000 
persons. 
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SAFETY 

"AM  I  MY  BROTHER'S  KEEPER?" 

Genesis  4:9 


Tragedy  occurs  so  frequently  on 
our  highways  today,  we  have  al- 
most become  insensitive  when  we 
read  the  details  in  the  local  paper, 
or  hear  them  on  the  local  news- 
cast. Yet,  thousands  of  people, 
many  of  them  innocent  victims  of 
someone's  careless  judgment  and 
unconcern,   go  to  an  early  grave. 

Whose  responsibility  is  highway 
safety?  And  why  should  we  as  Chris- 
tian people  be  concerned  about  it? 

Perhaps  Cain  was  asking  himself 
these  questions  of  "whose  concern?" 
when  God  asked  him  about  his  broth- 
er, Abel.  Cain  had  committed  a 
crime- -he  had  murdered  his  brother 
in  a  moment  of  careless  anger.  God 
confronts  Cain  with  a  stinging  ques- 
tion, "Where  is  thy  brother?"  Cain 
answers  with  that  classic  reply,  "Am 
I  my  brother's  keeper?" 

Cain  asked  a  question  that  we  can- 
not escape  today,  especially  in  re- 
gard to  the  matter  of  highway  safe- 
ty. It  is  a  question  we  cannot  brush 
aside  as  we  look  at  Cain. 

First,  let  us  note  his  motive.  It 
was  deadly!  He  was  jealous  and  an- 
gry. Abel's  sacrifice  had  been  re- 
ceived; his  had  been  rejected.  Dis- 
obedience had  entered  his  heart.  In 
a  thoughtless  moment,  Cain outed out 
his  anger  toward  his  brother.  The 
taking   of   a   life   was   the  result. 

How  may  people  today  get  in  a  car 
with  a  "deadly"  motive?  Four  thou- 
sand pounds  of  iron,  rubber,  and  glass 
become  a  deadly  weapon.  In  a  mo- 
ment of  anger,  a  moment  of  care- 
lessness, a  moment  of  egotism,  they 
become  killers,  not  only  of  them- 
selves, but  of  other  innocent  people 
on  the  highways. 

What  is  the  motive  of  the  drunk 
driver?  What  is  the  motive  of  the 
speed  demon  who  feels  he  has  no 
responsibility  to  others,  and  the 
highway  is  for  his  exclusive  use? 
Basically,  I  think  motive  is  selfish- 
ness that  is  rooted  in  the  depravity 
of  the  human  race. 

Second,  may  we  note  the  crime  of 
Cain:  Murder.  Cain  had  taken  the 
life  of  his  brother.  He  had  no  regard 
for  the  sanctity  of  life. 

Is  Cain  really  much  different  from 
the  driver  of  a  car  who  takes  a  human 
life?     Perhaps  some  in  the  intent 


(Prepared   and  submitted  by  Dr.  W. 
Burkette  Raper  for  Traffic  Safety  Sabbath 

Weekend  of  August  23-25,  1974) 
and  motive;  nevertheless,  the  taking 
of  human  lives  occurs  whether  in- 
tentional murder  or   by  accident. 

For  the  Christian,  highway  safety 
is  a  moral  and  ethical  issure.  If 
man  is  made  in  the  "image  of  God" 
and  human  life  is  sacred,  to  destroy 
it  on  the  highway  is  a  crime  against 
God  and  mankind.  To  destroy  human 
beings  on  the  highway,  and  injure 
millions  of  others,  should  be  of  con- 
cern to  every  child  of  God. 

From  1930  through  1973,  51,768 
people  have  died  in  traffic  accidents 
in  North  Carolina.  In  1973  alone, 
1,889  fatalities  occurred  in  North 
Carolina,  plus  thousands  of  injured, 
not  to  mention  the  suffering  and 
agony  of  the  families  related  to  the 
dead  and  injured.  Alcohol  was  in- 
volved in  more  than  half  of  the  acci- 
dents in  North  Carolina  last  year, 
and  in  76  percent  of  all  accidents 
in  North  Carolina  last  year,  at  least 
one  driver  was  in  violation  of  a 
traffic  law.  "Speeding"  was  the 
leading  violation  in  all  accidents  as 
well  as  fatal  accidents. 

Surely,  it  is  time  each  of  us  become 
more  alert  and  concerned  at  what 
is  happening  on  our  highways  in 
North  Carolina  and  in  our  country! 
Surely  I  am  my  brother's  keeper! 

The  third  thing  I  want  to  point 
out  about  Cain  is  his  attitude.  "Am 
I  my  brother's  keeper?"  he  asked. 
What  was  he  saying?  Perhaps  he 
was  asking,  "Should  I  care?"  "Do 
I  have  any  responsibility  for  my 
brother?"  "What  concern  is  he  to 
me?" 

Cain  knew  his  crime.  He  knew  the 
secret  that  lay  in  his  heart.  He 
didn't  care! 

Do  we  have  any  responsibility  for 
our  own  family  when  we  drive?  Do 
we  have  any  responsibility  for  others 
on  the  road?  The  answer  is  quite 
clear- -of  course  we  do! 

To  deny  that  would  be  to  deny  the 
essence  and  reality  of  the  Chris- 
tian gospel.  To  kill  others  on  the 
highway  is  a  violation  of  the  law  of 
God  and  man.  It  is  to  bring  suffer- 
ing on  those  who  have  a  son,  a  daugh- 
ter, a  mother,  a  father,  or  any  rela- 
tive  killed   in  a  vehicle  accident. 

Highway  safety  is  the  moral  and 
ethical  responsibility  of  every  driver 


on  the  road.  Christianity  demands  an 
attitude  and  ethic  of  concern  and  com  - 
passion.  The  responsible  use  of  our 
highways,  undergirded  with  the 
Christian  ethic  of  love,  enables  one  to 
live  with  others  safely.  A  Christian 
is  aware  of  his  responsibilities  to 
others  and  sets  an  example  for 
others.  He  does  not  have  to  ask 
Cain's  question,  "Am  I  mybrother's 
keeper?"  Through  the  law  of  the 
gospel  of  love,  revealed  in  Jesus 
Christ,  he  knows  the  answer  to  be 
affirmative. 


SAUL 

We  are  familiar  with  the  story  of 
Saul  of  Tarsus  who  persecuted  the 
Christians  until  he  was  struck  blind 
on  the  road  to  Damascus.  A  voice 
asked  him,  "Why  persecutest  thou 
me?"  This  resulted  in  his  conver- 
sion and  he  became  one  of  the  great- 
est Christian  leaders  and  mis- 
sionaries of  all  time. 

We  think,  How  could  anyone  with 
his  right  mental  faculties  be  so  wicked 
and  cold  blooded  and  have  the  nerve 
to  persecute  God's  people?  How?  He 
was  an  educated  person.  He  should 
have  known  better. 

That  is  a  cold,  blood-curdling  story, 
isn't  it?  But  let's  look  closer  and 
we'll  see  the  fire  in  Saul. 

Saul  was  born  to  wealthy  parents 
who  gave  him  every  advantage 
available  in  their  day.  He  had  the 
best  tutors  that  could  be  found, 
who  taught  him  the  arts,  sciences, 
and  religion.  He  had  an  unparalleled 
religious  zeal;  he  kept  all  the  feast 
days;  he  tithed.  He  was  anxious 
for  Jehovah  to  send  the  promised 
King.  He  wanted  to  be  a  part  of  the 
new  kingdom  and  witness  firsthand 
the  changes  that  would  take  place. 
Jesus  Christ  didn't  fit  the  picture 

(Continued  on  Page  8) 
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, 0      17;  3:22-24 
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S(,   Memory  Verse:  Genesis  1:26 

^   I.  INTRODUCTION 

We  begin  today  a  six -month  sur- 
u   vey  of  the  entire  Bible.  Of  course  we 
understand  that  such  a  survey  em- 
braced  by  only  twenty- six  lessons 
1   can  at  best  be  sketchy,  so  certain 
I    emphases  must  be  placed  where  they 
will  do  the  most  good. 

This  quarter's  thirteen  lessons 
"are  built  on  significant  events  and 
personalties  in  the  Old  Testament," 
but  do  not  follow  a  chronological 
arrangement  or  even  a  book- by -book 
outline.  The  general  theme  of  the 
quarter,  "The  Living  God  Seeks 
Man,"  suggests  the  real  purpose  of 
the  lessons:  to  help  us  become  in- 
creasingly aware  that  God  is  con- 
cerned with  our  lives  and  in  dis- 
covering this  truth  anew,  we  hope 
to  make  the  best  response  we  can  to 
His  search  for  us. 

Today's  lesson  takes  us  back  to  the 
beginning-back  to  the  time  of  God's 
mighty  creative  acts.  Everything  He 
did  had  a  purpose.    There  was  pur- 
pose back  of  His  creative  work  in  the 
vast  expanse  of  the  universe,  in  na- 
ture   itself,    and  especially  in  the 
creation  of  His  highest  order,  man. 
It  is  significant  to  notice  that  all  other 
things  were  created  before  man,  and 
when  man  came  all  things  were  given 
over  to  him.  This  tells  us  that  all 
things  on  the  earth  were  first  pre- 
pared for  the  yet -to -be -created  man. 

But  our  lesson  today  should  teach  us 
that  God  had  a  greater  reason  for 
creating  man  than  merely  to  give  him 
dominion  over  the  lesser  creations. 
-The  Advanced  Quarterly  (F.  W.  B.). 

H.    HINTS  THAT  HELP 

A.  Read  the  first  chapter  of  Gene- 
sis and  notice  how  God  created 
the  universe  step  by  step,  and  that 
each  step  seemed  to  be  setting  the 
stage  for  some  great  event  that  was 
going  to  happen.  When  the  stage  was 
all  set,  God  created  man.    This  is 


the  crowning  act  of  God's  creation. 

B.  The  Bible  tells  us  that  God 
created  man  in  His  image  and  like- 
ness. In  what  way  is  man  like  God? 
God  is  a  spiritual  being  and  man  is 
physical;  therefore,  it  could  not  be  in 
his  physical  features.  God  is  aTrin- 
ity  of  Father,  Son,  and  Holy  Ghost; 
and  He  made  man  a  tripartite  being 
with  body,  soul,  and  spirit. 

C.  Why  did  God  create  man?  What 
was  the  real  purpose  God  had  in  mind 
when  He  brought  human  beings  into 
existence?  It  seems  that  God  wanted 
to  create  a  being  with  the  power  of 
choice,  and  give  him  the  opportunity 
to  exercise  that  choice.  God  would 
get  glory  out  of  the  lives  of  men  who 
chose  to  accept  Him  and  live  for 
Him  in  this  world.  So  the  man  or 
woman  who  rejects  God  cannot  find 
happiness  for  himself  or  bring  glory 
to  God. 

D.  Exactly  what  did  man  lose  in 
the  fall?  First,  he  lost  God's  ap- 
proval. Before  this,  man  had  been 
in  perfect  harmony  with  God  and  had 
God's  approval  on  all  that  he  did; 
but  after  the  fall  he  had  God's  disap- 
proval. Second,  he  lost  the  nature  of 
God.  Man's  nature  is  now  depraved 
and  wicked.  Third,  man  lost  his 
eternal  home  with  God. 

E.  God  has  provided  a  way  that  the 
things  which  man  lost  in  the  fall 
may  be  restored.  Christ  came  to 
earth  and  died,  thus  paying  the  penal- 
ty for  man's  sin.  When  men  will  be- 
lieve this  truth  and  trust  in  Christ 
instead  of  themselves,  they  are  born 
anew  and  are  again  in  the  favor  of 
God;  and,  all  of  the  things  that  they 
lost  in  the  fall  are  restored. 

-The  Bible  Teacher  (F.  W.  B.). 

HI.    ADDITIONAL  TRUTHS 

A.  The  bright  picture  of  creation 
in  the  first  two  chapters  of  Genesis  is 
followed  swiftly  by  the  dark  picture 
of  sin  and  death  in  Chapter  3.  But 
even  in  that  dark  chapter  there  is  a 
gleam  of  hope.  Strangely,  it  shines 
in  God's  condemnation  of  the  ser- 
pent: "I  will  put  enmity  between 
thee  and  the  woman,  and  between 
thy  seed  and  her  seed;  it  shall  bruise 
thy  head,  and  thou  shalt  bruise  his 
heel"  (Genesis  3:15).  This  is  the 
first  gleam  of  redemption,  the  first 
promise  of  the  Saviour. 

Other  and  brighter  gleams  shine 


from  many  pages  of  the  Old  Testa- 
ment, but  in  the  New  Testament  the 
glory  of  redemption  bursts  upon  us. 
Men  were  still  lost  in  sin;  but  when 
they  cried,  "What  shall  we  do?" 
the  answer  was  clear  and  sure:  "Re- 
pent, and  be  baptized  every  one  of 
you  in  the  name  of  Jesus  Christ  for 
the  remission  of  sins,  and  ye  shall 
receive  the  gift  of  the  Holy  Ghost" 
(Acts  2:37,  38). 

Jesus,  the  seed  of  Eve,  born  of  a 
later  woman,  is  the  Son  of  God. 
Though  sorely  bruised  by  Satan's 
power,  He  rose  to  crush  the  tempter's 
head  and  set  his  captives  free.  The 
beauty  of  Eden  pales  beside  the  glory 
of  that  city  where  they  need  no  sun. 
There  grows  again  the  tree  of  life. 
It  grows  in  the  street  where  every- 
one can  reach  it,  on  the  banks  of  a 
flowing  river  of  the  water  of  life. 
There  the  lost  fellowship  of  man 
and  God  is  restored  forevermore  (see 
Revelation  22:1-5).  "And  the  Spirit 
and  the  bride  say,  Come.  And  let 
him  that  heareth  say,  Come.  And  let 
him  that  is  athirst  come.  And  who- 
soever will,  let  him  take  the  water  of 
life  freely"  (Revelation  22:17).  For 
this  did  God  make  us. -Standard  Les- 
son Commentary. 

B.  Robert  Ripley,  of  "Believe-It- 
or-Not"  fame,  tells  of  an  Indian  fakir, 
known  as  "Sankal  Walah"-"The  Man 
of  Chains"-who  was  for  many  years 
a  familiar  sight  on  the  streets  of  the 
city  of  Lahore,  India.  He  dressed 
entirely  in  iron  chains.  The  weight 
of  his  strange  garment  being  at  the 
time  of  his  death  one  hundred  sixty 
pounds. 

Though  this  man  considered  his 
burden  an  act  of  piety,  it  serves  as 
an  apt  illustration  to  us  of  the  en- 
slaving and  destroying  power  of  sin. 
-The  Senior  Quarterly  (F.  W.  B.). 

C.  Punishment  is  often  a  form  of 
protection.  In  a  recent  political  dis- 
pute in  our  area  a  great  protest  was 
raised  over  the  erection  of  a  chain - 
link  fence  around  a  city- owned  park. 
The  protesters  loudly  proclaimed  that 
the  fence  deprived  them  of  their  right 
of  indiscriminate  entry  into  the  park, 
which  was  for  public  use.  The  bat- 
tle was  waged  with  bitter  words  and 
ethnic  as  well  as  personel  vilification. 
Finally  the  much  abused  fence  was 
removed.  In  a  short  time  the  park 
simply  disappeared.  Indiscriminate 
entry  without  concern  for  its  pre- 
servation destroyed  it. 

Wasn't  God  acting  in  man's  best 
interest  when,  because  of  our  sin, 
He  "forced"  us  away  from  the  tree 
of  life?  Would  we  really  want  to 
live  forever  separated  from  God? 
Such  "punishment"  has  potential 
benefit  for  all  by  restricting  our 
foolish  intrusion  into  God's  grand  de- 
sign  and   purpose  for  man.-W.  P. 
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Of  Denominational  Interest 

Homecoming  and  Revival  At 
Saints  Delight  Church 

The  Saints  Delight  Free  Will  Bap- 
tist Church,  Route  6,  New  Bern,  will 
observe  its  annual  homecoming  on 
Sunday,  September  1.  The  day's  ser- 
vices will  begin  with  Sunday  school  at 
9:45,  followed  with  the  morning  wor- 
ship at  eleven  o'clock.  At  the  noon 
hour  a  lunch  will  be  served  in  the 
fellowship  hall  of  the  church.  An 
afternoon  of  singing  has  been  planned 
to  close  out  the  homecoming  program. 

The  pastor,  the  Rev.  Luther  Swin- 
son,  and  the  church  membership  ex- 
tend a  cordial  invitation  to  friends  and 
former  pastors  to  join  them  in  these 
services  of  prayer,  fellowship,  and 
praise  unto  the  Lord. 


On  Monday  evening,  September  2, 
the  fall  revival  will  begin  at  Saints 
Delight  church.  The  services  will 
begin  nightly  at  7:30  and  continue 
throughout  the  week.  The  visiting 
evangelist  will  be  the  Rev.  Noah 
Brown  of  Morehead  City.  He  will 
be  assisted  in  the  services  by  the 
pastor  of  the  church.  Good  preaching, 
along  with  special  music,  will  be 
featured  each  evening.  The  public 
is  cordially  invited  to  attend  all  these 
services  you  possibly  can. 


Cape  Fear  Youths  Presents 
Gifts  to  Youth  Chairman 

The  Cape  Fear  Youth  Conference 
Fellowship  met  at  Pleasant  Grove 


Free  Will  Baptist  Church  near  Er- 
win,  Saturday  evening,  August  3,  for 
its  monthly  meeting.  During  the 
recreation  period,  Mrs.  Jerry  (Gail) 
Denning,  district  youth  chairman,  was 
presented  two  gifts  for  her  newborn 
son.  These  gifts  were  presented  in 
appreciation  of  her  faithful  service 
to  the  Cape  Fear  Conference.  Mrs. 
Denning  received  a  standing  ovation 
at  the  presentation. 

The  Cape  Fear  Youth  Rally  for  next 
month  (September)  will  be  held  with 
the  Bethel  Free  Will  Baptist  Church 
near  Four  Oaks,  beginning  at  7:30 
p.m. 


St.  Mary's  Church  Reports 
Successful  Bible  School 

"Good  News  Is  Jesus"  was  the 
theme  for  the  vacation  Bible  school 
held  recently  at  Saint  Mary's  Free 
Will  Baptist  Church  in  New  Bern. 
Everyone  seemed  really  to  enjoy 
themselves  as  they  studied  from 
God's  Word. 

A  week  prior  to  the  Bible  school 
a  rally  was  held  in  Sunday  school 
assembly,  along  with  the  dedication 
of  all  the  teachers. 

The  school  contained  classes  from 
the  nursery  group  through  the  teen- 
age group.  Mrs.  Carol  Jean  Keech 
served  as  director  for  the  school, 
assisted  by  Larry  Higgins. 

The  teachers  were  as  follows: 
Nursery  I,  Mrs.  Tempi e  Lupton;  Nur- 
sery II,  Mrs.  Mary  Miller  and  Mrs. 
Jean  Burroughs;  Primary  I,  Mrs. 
Grace  Jones  and  Mrs.  Jean  Lamm; 
Primary  II,  Mrs.  Janice  Gaskins  and 
Miss  Denise  Miller;  Middlers,  Mrs. 
Nancy  Jones,  Mrs.  Ruby  Hancock, 
Miss  Nancy  Holt,  and  Mrs.  Versie 
Baldree;  Juniors,  Mrs.  Janice  Hamm 
and  Lawrence  Goodwin;  Youth  I,  Miss 
Susan  Hill;  Youth  II,  Mrs.  Diane  Riley. 

Refreshments  were  furnished  by 
the  Sunday  school  classes  and  were 
served  each  day  by  Mrs.  and  Mrs. 
Heber  Baker.  Crafts  for  the  entire 
school  were  instructed  by  Mrs.  Helen 
Banks.  Director  of  music  was  Mrs. 
Janeth  Hopewell  with  Stephen  Hill 
serving  as  pianist. 

The  commencement  was  held  on 
Friday  night  in  the  form  of  a  time 
capsule  being  opened  by  the  mayor 


of  the  city,  along  with  the  judge  and 
a  news  commentator.  It  was  a 
continuous  program  of  what  had  been 
learned  during  Bible  school. 

On  Saturday  following  the  Bible 
school  a  cookout  was  held  at  Glen- 
burnie  Park  and  enjoyed  by  all  the 
members  of  the  school. 

The  Rev.  Raymond  Jones  is  the 
new  pastor  of  Saint  Mary's  church. 

Bethlehem  Church  To 
Observe  Homecoming 

The  Bethlehem  Free  Will  Baptist 
Church  (Fountaintown  Community), 
Chinquapin,  will  observe  its  annual 
homecoming  on  Sunday,  August  25. 
The  day's  activities  will  begin  with 
Sunday  school  at  10  a.m.,  followed 
with  the  worship  service  at  eleven 
o'clock.  The  pastor,  the  Rev.  Lloyd 
Barnett,  will  bring  the  homecoming 
message.  During  the  worship  ser- 
vice the  young  people's  choir  will 
render  special  music  in  song.  Lunch 
will  be  served  in  the  church  fellow- 
ship hall  at  12:30  p.m. 

At  1:15  p.m.  there  will  be  a 
memorial  service  in  memory  of  the 
deceased  members  during  the  past 
year.  All  former  pastors,  members, 
and  friends  are  invited  to  share  a 
day  of  worship,  reverence,  and  fel- 
lowship, along  with  good  food. 

NEW  GROWTH 

(Continued  from  Page  6) 
he  had  envisioned  of  the  coming 
King. 

Jesus  had  been  crucified  and  His 
devoted  followers,  who  called  them- 
selves Christians,  proclaimed  He  was 
the  One.  Saul  was  engulfed  with  a 
rage  and  hatred  unlike  any  he  had 
ever  felt  before  .  The  blood  rushed 
to  his  head  as  his  pulses  quickened. 
He  gritted  his  teeth  audibly.  His 
hands  were  clinched  into  tight  fists 
as  he  thought  with  a  vengeance,  "Any 
who  claims  to  be  king  should  have 
a  throne!  That's  blasphemy  against 
my  God!" 

He,  being  a  prestigious  stature,  was 
appointed  to  an  office  in  the  govern- 
ment which  dealt  with  such  blas- 
phemers. Some  were  put  to  death 
by  crucifixion,  some  were  stoned. 
Saul  really  believed  in  his  heart  that 
he  was  performing  a  task  for  his 
God. 

Can  you  imagine  the  humility  Saul 
must  have  felt  when  he  realized  to 
what  extent  he  was  hurting  his  Je- 
hovah? Also  the  anguish  and  agony 
that  tormented  his  soul? 

Saul  was  a  real  person.  He  wasn't 
a  cold  figment  of  someone's  imagina- 
tion. He  had  desires  the  same  as 
you  and  I.  When  he  stubbed  his  toe 
over  a  rough  pebble,  he  was  in  pain 
the  same  as  you  and  I.  He  actually 
lived!  The  Bible  is  alive! 
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Treasurer's  Report 


NORTH  CAROLINA  FREE  WILL  BAPTIST 
WOMAN'S  AUXILIARY  CONVENTION 
End  of  First  Quarter-July  31,  1974 


Balance  in  Bank  April  30,  1974 

General  Fund: 

Contributions 

Registration  Fees 

Per  Capita  Dues 

Promotional  (CSF) 
Denominational  Enterprises 

Total  Receipts 

Total  for  Which  to  Account 


$3,378.65 


Receipts 


F  19.10 
380.00 
15.55 
152.70 

4,122.90 


4,690.25 
8,068.90 


Disbursements 


Convention  Expenses  and  Allocations 
Denominational  Enterprises 

Total  Disbursements 
Balance  in  Bank  July  31,  1974 


$  798.14 
4,122.90 


General  Fund 
Interest 
Total 


Summary  of  Bank  Account  Balances 


Branch  Banking  and  Trust  Co.  (Checking) 
Atlantic  Savings  and  Loan 
Total 


4,921.04 
$3,147.86 


$2,751.91 
395.95 
$3,147  86 

$2,251.91 
895.95 
$3,147.86 


Denominational  Enterprise  Report 

Itemize  Received 

Church  Extension  (Home  Missions)  $  $  528.50 

Central  Conference  Missions  25.00 
Mexico  210.00 
State  Project  (Foreign  Missions) 

Equally  Divided  Among  881.87 

Mrs.  Link,  Mrs.  Jones,  Mrs.  Timmons 

Mount  Olive  College: 

General  Fund  104.00 

Alice  Lupton  Scholarship  48.00 

Memorial  Organ  145.00 

Chapel  Fund  40.00 

Chapel  Carpet  132.40 

Books  15.00  484.40 
- 

Children's  Home: 

General  Fund  403.45 

Clothing  60.00 

Allowance  25.00 


Disbursed 

$  528.50 
25.00 
210.00 

881.87 


484.40 


W  A  Convention  a 
Great  Success 


The  tenth  session  of  the  Woman's 
Auxiliary  Convention  of  the  General 
Conference,  convening  with  the 
Hearon  Circle  Free  Will  Baptist 
Church,  Spartanburg,  South  Carolina, 
was  undoubtedly  one  of  the  richest 
in  spiritual  blessings  I  have  attend- 
ed. The  Spirit  of  the  Lord  was 
really  working.  Oh,  it  was  truly 
great  to  fellowship  in  the  "Unity  of 
the  Spirit"! 

Let  me  ask  you  something.  Have 
you  lost  your  love  for  others.  Does 
your  soul  feel  starved  for  food?  Would 
you  honestly  like  to  feel  "on  fire  for 
God"? 

Now  let  me  answer  these  questions. 
All  these  questions  could  be  answered 
by  you  if  you  would  only  set  aside 
the  last  week  in  June,  1975,  and  attend 
the  General  Conference.  I  truly 
promise  that  if  you  will  do  this,  all 
your  needs  will  be  supplied. 

The  Bible  Bowl  Quiz  Contest  book 
to  be  used  for  1975  will  be  the  Book 
of  Exodus.  Your  auxiliary  may 
sponsor  a  YFA  team  and  an  AFC 
team.  Youth  chairmen,  place  your  or- 
der today  for  the  Bible  Bowl 
Quiz  book  with  the  Ayden  Bible  and 
Bookstore  or  any  of  its  branch  stores 
at  Smithfield,  New  Bern,  or  Wilson, 
North  Carolina.  Do  not  delay!  Get 
your  young  people  busy! 


Congratulations  to  the  North  Caro- 
lina teams  for  winning  the  contest 
at  the  last  convention. 

Once  again  let  me  say  '  'Thank  you, ' ' 
to  all  those  who  made  the  conven- 
tion a  success.  To  the  Hearon  Cir- 
cle members,  I  send  our  appreciation 
for  the  thoughtful  hospitality  shown 
during  the  convention.  To  those  who 
came,  to  those  who  spoke,  and  to  those 
who  sang,  I  say  "Thanks."  To  those 
churches  who  contributed  but 
could  not  attend,  I  especially  say, 
"Much  obliged. " 

During  the  convention  we  were  able 
to  contribute  to  a  call  for  help  to 
establish  a  church  in  Alabama. 
Please  pray  about  this  new  work. 

May  God  bless  us  as  we  continue 
in  His  Work. 

Respectfully  submitted, 
Mrs.  Norman  Ard,  President 
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TREASURER'S  REPORT 


Mother's  Day  Offering  84.00 

Chapel  Air -Conditioning  291  30 

Founders'  Day  10.00          873.75  873.75 

Superannuation: 

General  Fund  12l  75 

Adopted  Widows  6  00 

Pastor  Retirement  4  on         131.75  131.75 

Cragmont  Assembly,  Inc.: 

General  Fund  246.80 

Building  Fund  2o'oo 

Improvement  Fund  10^00  276.80 

Camp  Vandemere  50  qq 

Fred  Baker  Fund  50  Q0 

♦Christian  Service  Fund: 

Missions  152.70 

Mount  Olive  College  152^70 

Children's  Home  114.54 

Cragmont  114  54 

Superannuation  76^        610  83         Bin  «a 

10talS  $4,122.90  $4,122.90 

*20  percent  retained  for  promotional  (see  receipts,  $152.70). 


276.80 
50.00 
50.00 


STATE  PROJECT  FOR 
CHILDREN'S  HOME 

At  our  State  Convention  we  voted 
to  adopt  the  project  of  air-condi- 
tioning the  Memorial  Chapel  at  the 
Children's  Home,  Middlesex,  at  a 
cost  of  three  thousand  dollars. 
($3,000).  We  have  asked  each  aux- 
iliary to  send  twenty  dollars  ($20) 
on  this  project.  The  air-condition- 
ing has  already  been  installed  and  we 
urge  each  auxiliary  to  send  this 
twenty  dollars  as  soon  as  possible 
so  that  it  may  be  applied  on  the  pay- 
ment of  our  project. 

We  thank  you  auxiliary  women  for 
the  way  you  have  always  responded 
to  the  needs  of  the  Children's  Home. 

Gladys  Weeks 

State  Benevolence  Chairman 


EASTERN   DISTRICT  AUXILIARY 
CONVENTION 

The  Eastern  District  Woman's 
Auxiliary  Convention  will  meet  on 
Thursday,  September  19,  with  the 
Spring  Hope  Free  Will  Baptist  Church 
(about  seven  miles  from  New  Bern). 
The  Rev.  Bobby  Harrell,  pastor  of 
Smith's  New  Home  church,  will  bring 
the  convention  message,  and  special 


Respectfully  submitted, 

Mrs.  Raymond  T.  Sasser,  Treasurer 


music  will  be  rendered  by  the  Pres- 
cott  Family  of  New  Bern. 

Mrs.  John  W.  Taylor 
Program  Chairman 


"ATTENTION  LADIES" 
Is  there  not  someone  in  your  aux- 
iliary who  has  served  and  worked 
faithfully  and  is  worthy  to  be  honor- 
ed? 

I  believe  that  every  auxiliary  has 
someone  they  would  like  to  honor  in 
a  very  special  way.  This  can  be 
done  by  presenting  this  "special 
someone"  with  a  life  membership 
award.  At  the  same  time  you  will 
be  helping  the  Children's  Home  at 
Middlesex.  The  life  membership 
funds  are  going  to  the  Children's 
Home  this  year.  The  home  is  in 
a  building  program  and  is  in  need 
of  your  help. 

The  fee  for  a  life  membership  is 
$25  and  should  be  sent  to  the  state 
treasurer.  Woman's  auxiliary  pins 
are  two  dollars  ($2)  or  five  dollars 
twenty-five  cents  ($5.25).  With  a 
life  membership  one  will  receive  a 
guard  for  the  pin  and  a  certificate 
to  be  framed.  What  a  nice  way  to 
honor  someone  special  and  help  the 
Children's  Home! 

Mrs.  Gladys  Weeks 

State  Benevolence  Chairman 


SUPERANNUATION         ,  . 

How  can  our  woman's  auxiliarij 
and  churches  help  our  ministd 
through  the  superannuation  progral 
First  of  all,  if  your  church  is  d 
contributing  regularly  to  this  prd 
gram,  then  you  are  failing  yojl 
pastor  and  the  program.  In  our  19j 
State  Convention  we  accepted  ti 
recommendation  and  challenge  jj 
contribute  at  least  one  dollar  ($] 
per  church  member  to  this  prograri 
How  long  has  it  been  since  yod 
church  has  taken  a  special  offeriri 
for  the  superannuation  program?  U 
you  have  this  program  inyourchurcl 
budget? 

October  is  designated  "Superan- 
nuation Month."  If  you  church  hat 
failed  in  this  important  work  of  oui 
denomination,  we  urge  you  to  praj 
about  this  and  then  give  as  God 
directs. 

Let's  help  our  ministers  to  help 
themselves  as  they  prepare  for  the 
future.  They  have  given  or  are  giv- 
ing their  lives  to  the  cause  of  Christ.! 
Surely  we  are  concerned  about  these 
men  of  God  and  can  show  them  thati 
we  are  by  our  gifts,  out  of  love,  toi 
the  superannuation  program. 

Second,  we  must  remember  our 
ministers,  their  wives,  or  widows 
who  have  already  retired  but  did  not 
have  an  opportunity  to  be  a  part  of 
a  retirement  program.  We  can  do 
this  by  sending  them  a  gift;  and  we 
ask  you  especially  to  remember  them 
on  their  birthday.  They  have  given 
their  lives  in  service  to  their  Lord 
and  to  us.  We  appreciate  them  so 
much,  so  let's  show  them  that  we 
do! 

The  following  is  a  list  of  our 
superannuated  ministers,  their 
wives,  their  widows,  and  those  on  the 
ministerial  retirement  system  list: 
Ministers'  Pension  List 

Rev.  Hermon  Wooten  (February  15, 
1893),  104  Avery  Street,  Garner, 
North  Carolina  27529 

Rev.  Wiley  Ferrell  (September  27, 
1902),  608  Tower  Street,  Selma,  North 
Carolina  27576 

Rev.  Milford  Hales  (February  5, 
1898),  Route  3,  Kenly,  North  Caro- 
lina 27542 

Widows'  Pension  List 

Mrs.  M.  A.  Woodard(June5, 1891), 
c/o  Rachel  W.  Gorsuch,  60  Lemon 
Street,  St.  Augustine,  Florida  32084 

Mrs.  Duffy  Toler  (February  8, 
1884),  131  North  Eastern  Street, 
Greenville,  North  Carolina  27834 

Mrs.  Julia  W.  Snyder  (August  25, 
1896),  Box  162,  Erlanger,  North 
Carolina  27292 

Mrs.  Mary  J.  Parrish  (Septem- 
ber 23,  1903),  Box  43,  Elm  City, 
North  Carolina  27822 

Mrs.  J.  W.  Alford  (October  11, 
(Continued  on  Page  15) 
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MOUNT  OLIVE  COLLEGE 
CHAPEL  DEDICATED 


A  long-awaited  event  took  place 
at  Mount  Olive  College,  Saturday, 
August  3,  with  the  dedication  of  the 
new  $250,000  Rodger s  Chapel  on  the 
110- acre  campus. 

In  his  declaration  of  the  occasion, 
Dr.  W.  Burkette  Raper,  College 
president,  said,  "Today  will  be 
recorded  as  one  of  the  highwater 
marks  in  the  history  of  Mount  Olive 
College. 

"We  are  here  to  give  thanks  and 
the  story  of  this  chapel  can  be  sum- 
marized in  a  few  words:  'God  has 
heard  and  answered  the  prayers  of 
His  people.' 

"In  all  55  Free  Will  Baptist 
churches  and  185  individuals  and 
families  have  made  pledges  on  this 
project." 

Special  tribute  was  paid  by  Dr. 
Raper  to  Mrs.  Sarah  Condon  Rod- 
gers,  whose  gift  of  $60,000  played  a 
key  role  in  making  the  chapel  pos- 
sible. The  gift  was  in  memory 
of  her  husband,  the  late  Will  R. 
Rodgers  for  whom  the  chapel  was 
named. 


Presiding  at  the  dedication  was 
Frank  Harrison,  College  chaplain. 
Scripture  reading  was  by  Ralph 
Morris  of  New  Bern,  chairman  of 
the  board  of  trustees,  and  a  mem- 
ber of  Saint  Mary's  Free  Will  Bap- 
tist Church.  A  prayer  of  thanksgiv- 
ing was  offered  by  James  Cahoon, 
president  of  the  Student  Government 
Association  and  a  member  of  the 
Sound  Side  Free  Will  Baptist  Church. 
Sound  Side  Free  Will  Baptist 
Church  in  Columbia. 

The  dedicatory  message  was 
delivered  by  the  Rev.  Harold  Mac 
Wallace,  a  1968  graduate  of  the 
College  and  now  pastor  of  Sherron 
Acres  Free  Will  Baptist  Church  in 
Durham. 

"Some  things  are  worth  more  than 
money  and  cannot  be  measured  in 
financial  terms,"  Mr.  Wallace  said. 
"Some  investments  are  in  things  that 
we  cannot  see,  such  as  this  chapel. 
We  are  providing  a  place  for  our  stu- 
dents to  worship,"  he  added. 

He  said  that  while  some  had  wanted 


a  chapel  built  earlier  and  others 
thought  it  should  wait  until  other 
facilities  were  provided,  he  thought  it 
came  at  just  the  right  time. 

"I  think  it  came  from  God,  was  done 
for  God,  and  was  given  as  an  act  of 
love.  We  are  attesting  to  our  faith. 
We  are  saying  that  we  care  for  the 
welfare  of  human  beings,"  Mr. 
Wallace  concluded.- 

Following  the  dedicatory  message, 
Mr.  Harrison  led  the  crowd  of  over 
400  in  the  act  of  dedication.  Dr. 
Michael  Pelt,  chairman  of  the  de- 
partment of  religion,  offered  a  pray- 
er of  dedication. 

After  the  service,  the  crowd  enjoy- 
ed refreshments  on  the  lawn  of  Moye 
Library  while  the  chapel  carillon 
chimed  many  favorite  hymns. 


NEW  CREATIONS  REUNION 

The  New  Creations,  a  singing  group 
from  Mount  Olive  College,  held  a 
summer  reunion  on  July  20,  21,  at 
the  Free  Will  Baptist  Children's 
Home  in  Middlesex.  The  group  en- 
joyed a  time  of  fun  and  fellowship 
joyed  a  time  of  fun  and  fellowship, 
highlighted  with  a  Sunday  morning 
service  of  songs  and  testimonies.  The 
members  of  the  group  would  like  to 
thank  all  those  at  the  Children's 
Home  for  their  hospitality  and  for 
making  the  reunion  possible. 

The  following  New  Creations  were 
present:  Gregg  Paul,  Belhaven;  Ver- 
non McCoy,  Cove  City;  Linda  Had- 
dock, Chocowinity;  Howard  Scott, 
Kenly;  James  Cahoon,  Columbia; 
Barry  Whitley,  Cocoa,  Florida;  Shar- 
lene  Creech,  Goldsboro;  Debbie 
Rackley,  Momeyer;  Cathy  Wallace, 
Mount  Olive;  Rebecca  Heath,  Cove 
City;  and  Kathy  Brickhouse,  Co- 
lumbia. 


APPLICATIONS  FOR  FALL 
SEMESTER  STILL  ACCEPTABLE 

The  admissions  office  at  Mount 
Olive  College  would  like  to  remind 
Free  Will  Baptist  students  that  ap- 
plications for  the  fall  semester  (be- 
ginning September  3)  are  still  being 
accepted. 

Free  Will  Baptist  students  are 
urged  to  enroll  in  either  the  terminal 
or  college -transfer  programs. 
Courses  are  transferable  to  senior 
institutions.  The  first  two  years  in 
most  professional  fields  are  offered 
at  Mount  Olive.  A  one -year  certi- 
ficate program  in  business  is  also 
available. 

Finanical  aid  is  available  to  meet 
the  needs  of  any  qualified  student. 

Mount  Olive  offers  the  distinct 
advantage  of  a  Christian  environment 
for  spiritual  and  academic  growth. 
(Continued  on  Page  15) 
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The 


Unmitigated 


by  the  Rev.  R.  P.  Harris 


Scriptural  Basis:  "Study  to  shew 
thyself  approved  unto  God,  a  work- 
man that  needeth  not  to  be  ashamed, 
rightly  dividing  the  word  of  truth" 
(2  Timothy  2:15). 

THE   CHRISTIAN   SHOULD  LEARN 
ABOUT  PRAYER 

Prayer  is  communion  with  God. 
It  is  the  best  way  to  open  one's 
heart  to  release  all  troubles  and  to 
lay  hold  of  God's  blessings.  Prayer 
is  the  soul's  sincere  desire  expressed 
to  a  loving  Father  who  will  listen 
and  will  answer.  God  does  not  always 
answer  yes.  Sometimes  He  must 
say  no.  But  you  can  always  rest 
assured  that  He  always  does  what  is 
best  for  us  in  any  situation.  Through 
prayer  one  can  become  intimate  with 
God.  You  can  get  to  know  Him  and 
appreciate  Him  and  what  He  can 
do  for  you. 

Christians  find  real  joy  in  prayer. 
This  is  how  they  learn  of  Christ  and 
the  power  of  His  gospel.  They  learn 
the  way  of  peace  and  joy,  faith  and 
spiritual  prosperity,  sacrifice  and 
service.  They  become  persons  dedi- 
cated to  the  business  of  going  about 
doing  good  in  the  name  of  Jesus 

Those  who  pray  honestly  and  per- 
sistently come  to  know  that  God  hears 
and  answers  every  one  of  their 
prayers:  "O  thou  that  hearest  pray- 
er, unto  thee  shall  all  flesh  come" 
(Psalm  65:2).  God  also  uses  us  in 
prayer  to  prepare  our  hearts  for 
what  lies  ahead  as  well  as  that  which 
is  presently  in  evidence.  Through 
prayer  one  learns  the  way  of  humil- 
ity. The  feeling  of  the  presence  of 
God's  Holy  Spirit  in  our  lives  usu- 
ally reaches  its  peak  while  we  pray. 
We  have  a  feeling  that,  come  what 
may,  we  will  always  be  faithful  and 
true  to  Christ  and  His  way  of  life 
in  us.  Prayer  causes  one  to  empty 
his  soul  in  deep  surrender  to  God 
and  the  initiation  of  His  will  in  all 
his  living. 


BIBLE  TIMES 

MYERS,  LAKES,  twi  SEAS 


by  Mrs.  Royce  Matthews 
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Sea  of  Galilee 

Abana 

Pison 

Dead  Sea 

Arnon 

Red  Sea 

Nile 

Chebar 

Adriatic  Sea 

Euphrates 

Gihon 

Lake  Gennesaret 

Gozan 

Jabbok 

Great  Sea 

Jordan 

Kanah 

Thospitis  Lake 

Tigris 

Kishon 

Ulai 

Pharpar 

Christians  learn  that  prayers 
should  be  addressed  to  the  Father,  but 
in  the  name  of  Jesus  Christ.  This 
is  because  God  wants  everything  to 
be  for  and  on  the  behalf  of  His  Son. 
God  has  committed  all  things,  both 
in  heaven  and  on  earth,  to  His  Son. 
All  that  we  can  do  and  every  bless- 
ing God  blesses  us  with  is  for  the 
full  and  complete  glory  of  Christ. 
So,  if  we  are  ever  blessed  of  God, 
it  is  done  in  a  way  to  honor  Jesus 
Christ,  His  Son.  God  loves  His  Son 
so  much  that  He  honors  Him  with  all 
the  good  that  man  can  do. 

When  an  earthly  father  raises  a 
worthy  son,  and  when  the  time  comes 
he  turns  all  his  resources  over  to 
that  son;  just  so,  there  came  a  time 
when  God  so  honored  Jesus,  His 


Son.     If  God  has  any  blessings  at 
all  for  us,  they  will  be  given  out  to 
us  in  honor  of  His  Son.    We  need, 
therefore,  to  seek  out  every  opportu- 
nity to  praise  and  honor  and  glorify 
the  precious  name  of  Jesus.   We  do 
this  by  living  a  holy  and  consecrated 
life.     This  we  do  when  we  honor 
him  by  doing  all  the  things  we  can 
in  His   will   and  by  not  doing  the 
things  which  dishonor  Him. 
Here  are  some  suggestions: 
Keep  the  Lord's  Day  holy; 
Provide  things  honest  before  all 
men; 

Take  care  of  your  body  by  eating, 
drinking,  and  doing  what  you  know 
please  God; 

Avoid  all  evil;  and 

Worship  Him  in  spirit  and  in  truth. 
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THE  FREE  WILL  BAPTIST 


Free  Will  Baptist  Children's  Home 

"A  Christian  Home  for  Boys  and  Girls" 
MiniM.KSKX,  NORTH  CAROLINA  27557 
MR.  SAMMY  WEEKS,  Superintendent  -  Phone  (919)235-4079 


OOKOUT   BY   WILSON  SUNDAY 
SCHOOL 


Pictured  above  is  the  Bible  Stu- 
lents  Sunday  School  Class  from  the 
irst  Free  Will  Baptist  Church  of 
jjVilson,  as  they  gave  a  cookout  to  the 
hildren  and  staff  at  the  Children's 
lome. 

This  group  brought  a  lot  of  enjoy - 
nent  to  all  of  us.  They  came  early 
Saturday  afternoon,  August  10,  and 
slayed  games  with  the  children  and 
served  a  delicious  supper  to  every - 
jone  at  five  o'clock. 
I  We  appreciate  the  thoughts  and  in- 
terest of  this  Sunday  school  class 
so  much.  Come  back  again  soon. 


CONSTRUCTION  PROGRESS 

Pictured  below  is  the  State  Cot- 
tage in  its  present  condition.  We're 
hoping  to  have  this  cottage  completed 
and  in  use  by  mid- September. 


The  Albemarle  I  Cottage  renovation 
is  nearing  completion.  In  order 
to  appreciate  the  change  in  this  cot- 
tage one  must  come  and  look.  The 
children  and  houseparents  in  this 
cottage  are  very  pleased  with  their 
new  living  areas. 

The  construction  on  the  State  Cot- 
tage is  going  smoothly  and  at  a 
rapid  pace;  however,  the  contribu- 
tions are  coming  in  slowly.    If  the 


buildings  are  to  be  completed  and 
paid  for  we're  going  to  need  the 
help  of  each  person  and  each  church. 
Won't  you  help  us  today  by  sending 
your  contribution  to  the  Free  Will 
Baptist  Children's  Home,  P.  O.  Draw- 
er E,  Middlesex,  North  Carolina 
27557?  All  of  us  at  the  Home  are 
depending  upon  you. 


NEW  CHURCH  MEMBERS 


Pictured  above  from  left  to  right 
are  Sandra,  age  11;  Stacy,  10; 
Stephanie,  2;  with  their  parents,  the 
Rev.  and  Mrs.  Vernon  Twaits. 

The  Rev.  and  Mrs.  Twaits  and 
their  daughters  joined  our  chapel 
family  at  Memorial  Chapel  Sunday, 
July  21. 

We  welcome  this  fine  Christian 
family  into  our  fellowship. 


SCOUTS  VISIT  HOME 
On  Saturday,  August  10,  boys 
dressed  in  neat  uniforms  could  be 
seen  all  over  our  campus.  These 
boys  constituted  Boy  Scout  Troop  and 
Cub  Scout  Pack  706  of  Jamesville, 
North  Carolina,  and  Scout  Troop 
27  of  Williamston,  North  Carolina. 
Their  scout  leader  is  Mike  Cowan 
and  the  assistant  leader  is  Glenn 
Price. 


Much  to  our  delight,  these  boys 
didn't  come  empty  handed.  They 
bought  two  new  table  tennis  sets  and 
a  pool  table.  These  games  are 
valued  at  $250.  The  scouts  raised 
this  money  through  various  ways 
and  then  bought  the  games.  They 
assumed  the  Children's  Home  as  their 
project  this  year  and  we're  very 
thankful  they  did. 


CHILDREN'S  OFF-CAMPUS  VISITS 

Our  visiting  weekend  for  the  month 
of  August  will  be  the  Labor  Day 
weekend.  The  children  may  be  picked 
up  at  five  o'clock  on  Friday  after- 
noon, August  30,  and  returned  Monday 
afternoon,  September  2,  by  five 
o'clock. 

If  you  are  a  sponsor  or  visiting 
family  and  desire  to  have  a  child 
or  children  in  your  home  for  this 
weekend,  please  contact  the  child's 
housemother  by  Wednesday,  August 
28. 

If  you  are  not  a  sponsor  or  visit- 
ing family  already  and  are  inter- 
ested in  having  some  of  our  children 
visit  with  you  please  contact  Mrs. 
Gladys  Weeks,  Children's  Home, 
Middlesex,  North  Carolina  27557,  or 
call  235-4079.  We  have  several 
young  and  older  children  who  do  not 
have  a  sponsor  or  visiting  family. 
Thank  you  for  your  help  and  interest 
in  our  children. 


Coming  Events  .  .  . 

September  11,  12-North  Carolina 
State  Convention  of  Original  Free 
Will  Baptists,  Kenan  Memorial 
Auditorium,  Kenansville,  North 
Carolina 

September  19-Eastern  District  Wo- 
man's Auxiliary  Convention,  Spring 
Hope  Free  Will  Baptist  Church  near 
New  Bern,  North  Carolina 

September  21,  10  A.M. -Free  Will 
Baptist  Visitation  Day,  Mount  Olive 
College,  Mount  Olive,  North  Caro- 
lina 


BOOKSTORE 

HOURS 

***** 

*  The  Ayden  Bible  and  Bookstore, 

*  located  at  the  Free  Will  Baptist 

*  Press  Foundation,  Inc.,  81 1  North 

*  Lee  Street,  Ayden,  North  Caro- 

*  lina,    observes    the  following 

*  hours: 

*  Monday-Friday— 8:30  a.m.  to  5 

p.m. 

*  Saturday— 9  a.m.  to  5  p.m. 
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STORIES 

for  our  youth 


by  Vida  Wimberly 

TED  and  Jack  paused  at  the  cor- 
ner.   "Look  who's  coming  down 
the  street!"    said  Jack.    "Flo  is  on 
his  way  to  Bible  school.    I  wonder 
what  he'll  learn  today." 

"Looks   like   a   parson,  carrying 
his  Bible,"  laughed  Ted.  "Guess 
he's  meeting   Carl   over  there  in 
front  of  the  church." 

"Hi,  fellows,"  said  Florio  as  he 
passed  them. 
"Hi,"  said  Jack. 

"Do  you  sit  with  the  girls  in  your 
class,  Flo?"  laughed  Ted. 

Florio  made  no  reply.  His  chum, 
Carl,  said,  "Don't  pay  any  atten- 
tion to  those  fellows.  They're  just 
jealous  because  most  of  the  fellows 
like  you,  and  he  knows  it  bothers  you 
to  be  called  Flo." 

Florio  looked  troubled.  "I  wish 
I  could  stop  minding  what  the  fellows 
call  me.  I  guess  the  only  way  to 
stop  Ted  from  teasing  me  is  to  get 
him  into  the  Bible  school  class." 

Carl  looked  startled.  "That,"  he 
said,  "will  be  the  day!  Ted  would 
laugh  at  the  very  thought  of  going 
to  church." 

"In  our  lesson  last  Sunday,  we 
were  told  to  find  a  difficult  situation, 
pray  over  it,  and  then  work  out  a 
solution.  Ted  would  be  the  toughest 
problem  I  can  think  of.  He  calls  the 
boys  sissies  who  go  to  Bible  school." 

"Jesus  told  us  to  love  our  enemies 
and  do  good  to  those  who  persecute 
us,"  said  Carl.  "I  guess  Ted  really 
is  'persecuting'  you,  Florio." 

"It  will  be  difficult  for  me  to  ask 
Ted  to  come  to  class,"  Florio  ad- 
mitted. "But  I'm  willing  to  make  a 
great  effort  and  let  God  guide  me 
in  it." 

During  the  lesson,  Florio  was 
thinking  he  needed  a  lot  of  courage 
to  invite  Ted  to  the  Bible  school.  By 
the  time  he  left  the  church,  he  felt 
that  the  pastor,  through  his  ser- 
mon,  had  helped  him  to  be  brave 


enough  to  face  Ted  and  give  him  the 
invitation.  He  saw  Ted  and  his  pals 
on  the  street  corner. 

"Ted,  I-,"  he  began.  His  high  re- 
solve crumbled  right  there.  He 
shifted  from  one  foot  to  another,  and 
his  face  was  burning  as  he  turned 
and  walked  away.  He  could  hear 
the  boys  talking  and  laughing. 

"It's  no  use,"  he  groaned  in  mis- 
ery.  "I  can't  do  it!" 

On  Tuesday  morning  in  school  Ted 
was  reading  a  note  from  Florio.  He 
was  laughing  and  making  gestures. 
He  passed  it  to  the  boys  who  made 
remarks  and  laughed  with  him.  It 
all  looked  so  hopeless.  Florio  won- 
dered whether  God  was  testing  his 
courage.  The  note  invited  Ted  to 
come  to  Bible  school. 

Saturday  morning  there  was  a 
baseball  game  on  the  playground.  A 
team  from  the  south  side  of  town 
was  playing  a  team  in Florio's neigh- 
borhood. Florio  had  planned  to  see 
the  game.  On  his  way  to  the  play- 
ground he  passed  Ted's  home.  He 
heard  Ted  talking  to  his  mother  in 
the  yard  back  of  the  house.  They 
were  staring  at  a  line  of  clothes, 
streaked  with  dirt. 

"Oh,  dear,  what  a  mess,  just  when 
I  am  in  such  a  hurry  to  go  to  work! ' ' 
exclaimed  Ted's  mother.  "I  must 
get  a  new  line,  Ted.  And  you'll  have 
to  help  me.  Take  all  the  clothes  off 
the  line  and  I'll  get  the  machine 
ready." 

"But,  Mom,"  protested  Ted,  "our 
baseball  team  is  playing  this  morn- 
ing, and  I'm  the  pitcher.  I  should 
be  there  now." 

"I'm  sorry,  Ted,  but  the  team  will 
have  to  get  along  without  you  this 
morning,"  said  his  mother  firmly. 
"Now  please  hurry  and  take  the 
clothes  into  the  house,  so  I  can 
get  to  my  work." 

As  Florio  listened  to  the  conver- 
sation, he  was  tempted  to  rejoice 
in  Ted's  misery.  He  knew  he  ought 
to  feel  otherwise.  But  he  kept 
thinking,  No,  I  won't  do  it! 

Suddenly  something  caused  him  to 
turn  abd  look  back.  Maybe,  he 
thought,  this  is  just  the  time  to  win 


Ted  by  being  helpful.  I  hope  I  car! 
make  myself  do  it! 

He  turned  resolutely  and  hurried 
back  to  the  yard. 

"Hello,"  he  said  to  Ted's  mother. 
"I  couldn't  help  overhearing  what 
you  just  said.  I  am  Florio,  and 
live  down  the  street.  The  team  does' 
need  Ted  badly.  I  could  help  you 
with  the  clothes  if  you'll  let  him 
play.  I  often  help  my  mother  with 
the  laundry." 

Ted  stared  at  Florio  a  moment. 
Then  his  freckled  face  broke  into  a 
broad,  happy  grin.  "He's  right, 
Mom!  He's  a  good  worker.  He  did 
all  the  washing  when  his  mother  was 
sick  last  spring.  The  fellows  told  me 
about  it.  Please,  Mom?" 

His  mother  nodded.  "All  right. 
I'll  accept  your  kind  offer.  And 
Ted,  you  run  along  and  win  the 
game."  She  turned  to  Florio.  "I'm 
sure  that  if  we  work  hard  we'll  be 
finished  in  time  for  you  to  see  most 
of  the  game,  too." 

"But  your  work,  Mrs.  James?" 
Florio  said,  puzzled. 

"I'll  phone  my  employer  and  ex- 
plain the  situation.  I'm  sure  he 
will  allow  me  an  hour's  absence." 

"Ok,  Mrs.  James.  Ted,  why  don't 
you  get  going?  It's  almost 
game  time  now. " 

Ted  hesitated.  "After  all  the 
mean  things  I've  said  and  done  to 
you,  I  feel  like  a  first-class  heel," 
he  told  Florio.  "And  look-if  ever 
I  hear  anyone  calling  you  'Flo'  again, 
I'll  give  him  the  punishment  he'll 
deserve!" 

Florio  grinned  happily.   "OK,  Ted. 
Now  scoot!" 

Florio  was  busy  hanging  out  the 
clothes  when  the  boys  and  girls 
passed  Ted's  home,  but  he  didn't 
mind  their  teasing.  He  felt  happier 
than  he  had  in  months. 

He  got  to  see  over  half  the  game, 
too.  As  they  walked  home  with  the 
other  fellows,  Ted  said,  "We  won, 
and  you  helped,  Florio."  He  pro- 
nounced the  full  name  carefully.  "If 
ever  I  can  do  any  good  turn  for 
you,  just  let  me  know." 

"Thanks,  Ted,"  Florio  said, 
loudly  enough  for  all  to  hear. 
"I'd  like  to  have  you  accept  my  in- 
vitation to  my  Bible  school  class  next 
Sunday  morning." 

Ted  hesitated  just  a  moment  be- 
fore he  smiled  and  said,  "You  win. 
I'll  be  there.  And  thanks-lots." 
-Christian  Trails. 


SHOWCASES 

It  has  been  well  said  that  "God 
has  great  and  wonderful  things  to 
display  if  he  finds  suitable  show- 
cases." Are  you  a  showcase  for  the 
Lord  Jesus?-Selected. 
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MOUNT  OLIVE 

(Continued  from  Page  3) 

in  altar,  anointed  it  with  oil,  and 
"eclared:     "And  this  stone,  which 
have   set  for  a  pillar,  shall  be 
od's  house:     and  of  all  that  thou 
halt  give  me  I  will  surely  give  the 
enth  unto  thee"     (Genesis  28:22). 

And  through  the  centuries  that  site 
as   been  known  as  Bethel,  which 
eans  "House  of  God." 
The  building  of  the  temple  under 
ing  Solomon  was  one  of  the  truly 
significant  focal  points  of  Hebrew  his- 
ory.    It  was  a  house  for  the  wor- 
ship of  God,  and  through  the  rav- 
ages of  war  and  time  destroyed  this 
structure  and  other  temples  were 
built,   their  purpose  remained  the 
same-a  place  where  people  went  to 
meet  a  living  God,  to  confess  their 
sins  and  to  receive  God's  forgive- 
ness, and  to  find  God's  will  and  di- 
rection for  their  lives. 

The  only  expression  of  anger  Jes- 
us ever  showed  was  when  He  observ- 
ed the  temple  being  perverted  from 
its  sacred  use.  He  regarded  the 
temple  as  His  Father's  house  and  He 
drove  from  it  those  who  were  using 
it  for  their  convenience  or  profit, 
and  He  justified  His  action  by  citing 
the  Prophet  Isaiah:  ".  .  .mine house 
shall  be  an  house  of  prayer  for  all 
people."  We  have  long  needed  such 
a  house   at  Mount  Olive  College. 

Let  us  be  recorded  that  this  chapel 
was  conceived,  designed,  financed, 
and  is  now  ready  to  be  dedicated  to 
the  glory  of  God  and  for  the  spir- 
itual development  of  Mount  Olive 
CoHege.  Let  it  be  known  near  and 
far  that  this  is  a  house  of  God,  and 
let  it  be  remembered  that  God  has 
said,  ".  .  .  mine  house  shall  be 
called  an  house  of  prayer  for  all 
people." 

In  an  era  when  the  prevailing  style 
of  life  largely  ignores  God  and  our 
system  of  values  are  increasingly 
secular,  we  need  a  reminder  that 
God  is  in  our  midst  and  that  He  is 
holy.  A  chapel  will  not  make  our 
College  Christian,  but  it  can  point 
us  to  the  Cross  of  Christ  for  the 
forgiveness  of  our  sins  and  it  can 
call  us  to  worship  the  true  and  liv- 
ing God  who  alone  has  life. 

When  the  bells  of  worship  are 
sounded,  may  all  we  who  hear  say 
from  the  depths  of  our  hearts,  "I 
was  glad  when  they  said  unto  me, 
Let  us  go  into  the  house  of  the  LORD. ' ' 
Amen! 


NO  REGRETS! 

No  man  ever  repented  of  being  a 
Christian  on  his  death  bed. -Hannah 
More. 


FAMILY  FIRESIDE 

(Continued  from  Page  4) 

why  I  go  to  China.  "-Sunday  School 
Promoter. 

Prayer  Thought 

We  don't  have  to  go  all  the  way  to 
China  to  find  lost  sinners.  We  may  be 
able  to  bring  our  own  lives  and  those 
of  our  neighbors  to  Christ  if  we  put 
forth  a  little  effort  and  a  lot  of  pray- 
ers. 

(Devotions  used  by  permission, 
Knight's  Master  Book  of  New  Il- 
lustrations, Eerdmans  Press.) 


Auxiliary 

(Continued  from  Page  10) 

1881),  c/o  Mrs.  Earl  Lewis,  Box 
163,  Knightdale,  North  Carolina 
27545 

Mrs.  G.  C.  Joyner  (April  15, 1894), 
c/o  Mrs.  Norma  Eubanks,  Route  3, 
Pittsboro,  North  Carolina  27312 

Mrs.  Bessie  G.  Mitchell  (July  18, 
1891),  Box  65,  Pikeville,  North  Caro- 
lina 27863 

Mrs.  W.  H.  Lancaster  (August  2, 
1899),  405  Raleigh  Road,  Smithfield, 
North  Carolina  27577 

Mrs.  Letha  M.  Ringgold  (December 
7,  1903),  Route  2,  Box  47,  New  Bern, 
North  Carolina  28560 
Ministerial  Retirement  System  List 

Dr.    J.    P.  Barrow  (October  26, 
1898),  Route  1,  Box  474,  LaGrange, 
North  Carolina  28551 

Rev.  L.  S.  Joyner  (November  5, 
1905),  1220  Lynn  Road,  Durham, 
North  Carolina  27703 

Rev.  J.  A.  Evans  (November  10, 
1905),  Route  1,  Seven  Springs,  North 
Carolina  28578 

Rev.  Willie  E.  Stilley  (July  28, 
1909),  Route  5,  Box  12,  New  Bern, 
North  Carolina  28560 

Rev.  L.  B.  Manning  (May  13, 1900), 
Box  163,  Fountain,  North  Carolina 
27829 

Mr.  Wade  Long  (June  21,  1909), 
702  West  Fourth  Street,  Ayden,  North 
Carolina  28513 

Gladys  Weeks 

State  Benevolence  Chairman 


OUR  TWO  FEET 

Evan  Hopkins  said  to  a  friend  who 
was  earnestly  seeking  victory  over 
sin:  "You  know  our  hymns  are  call- 
ed, 'Hymns  of  Consecration  and 
Faith,'  and  those  are  the  two  feet 
we  have  got  to  walk  on.  You  are 
trying  to  walk  on  one  foot  only- 
consecration.  Do  not  worry  so 
much  ...  go  and  have  a  good  be- 
lieving time. '  '-Selected. 


Mount  Olive  News 

(Continued  from  Page  11) 

Please  call  (658-2502)  or  write: 
Director  of  Admissions,  Mount  Olive 
College,  Mount  Olive,  North  Caro- 
lina 28365,  for  further  information. 


MOUNT  OLIVE  COLLEGE 
ANNOUNCES  PLANNING  MEETINGS 
FOR  1974  DINNERS 

Plans  are  now  underway  for  the 
annual  Mount  Olive  College  dinners 
for  Free  Will  Baptists  throughout 
North  Carolina.  Each  church  is  asked 
to  appoint  a  "Mount  Olive  College 
Committee"  which  will  attend  the 
planning  session  in  their  county. 
Pastors  are  also  encouraged  to  at- 
tend. 

Below  is  a  partial  schedule  of 
planning  sessions  at  which  the  1974 
dinners  will  be  planned. 

Sunday,  August  25,  3  p.m.,  Mount 
Zion  church,  Pamlico  County,  the 
Rev.  E.  E.  Edwards,  host  pastor. 

Monday,  August 26,  7:30p.m.,  First 
church,  Kinston,  Lenoir  County,  the 
Rev.  Bill  Futch,  host  pastor. 

Tuesday,  August  27,  7:30  p.m., 
Hull  Road  church,  Greene  County,  the 
Rev.  Leon  Grubbs,  host  pastor. 

Thursday,  August  29,  7:30  p.m., 
Smithfield  church,  Johnston  and 
Wake  Counties,  the  Rev.  L.  B.  Wood- 
all  Jr. ,  host  pastor. 

Friday,  August  30,  8  p.m.,  Folk- 
stone  church,  Onslow  and  New  Han- 
over Counties,  the  Rev.  L.  L.  Park- 
er, host  pastor. 

Tuesday,  September  3,  7:30p.m., 
First  church,  Greenville,  Pitt  County, 
the  Rev.  Buddy  Sasser,  host  pastor. 

Thursday,  September  5,  8  p.m., 
First  church,  Goldsboro,  Wayne 
County,  the  Rev.  Earl  Glenn, 
host  pastor. 

Saturday,  September  7,  7:30p.m., 
Crab  Point  church,  Carteret  County, 
the  Rev.  Lloyd  Gore,  host  pastor. 

Monday,  September  9,  7:30  p.m., 
Oak  Grove  church,  Sampson,  Harnett, 
and  Cumberland  Counties,  the  Rev. 
Felton  Godwin,  host  pastor. 

Tuesday,  September  10,  7:30  p.m., 
Saint  Mary's  church,  Craven  County, 
the  Rev.  Raymond  Jones,  host  pastor. 

Tuesday,  September  17,  7:30p.m., 
Free  Union  church,  Beaufort  County, 
the  Rev.  Francis  Garner,  host  pastor. 


CONSCIENCE  FREE 

"I  desire  so  to  conduct  the  affairs 
of  this  administration  that  if  at  the 
end,  when  I  come  to  lay  down  the 
reins  of  power,  I  have  lost  every 
other  friend  on  earth,  I  shall  at 
least  have  one  friend  left,  and  that 
friend  shall  be  down  inside  of  me. 
-Abraham  Lincoln. 
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AN  URGENT  PLEA 
FROM  YOUR 
HOME  MISSIONS  DIRECTOR- TREASURER 


I  hope  you  will  give  this  ad  your  careful  consideration.  Due  to  the  fact  that  manv 
of  our  churches  are  still  in  the  dark  about  the  work  going  on  in  our  Home  Mis 
sions  Department,  we  will  have  Booster  Rallies  spotted  throughout  the  state  the 
first  week  in  September.  We  cannot  go  to  all  of  you  because  we  have  not  been 
able  to  afford  a  full-time  field  worker;  so  we  hope  you  will  make  a  special  ef 
tort  to  attend  these  rallies  and  meet  us  halfway.  We  need  your  cooperation  in 
order  to  get  the  boost  we  need  at  this  time. 

At  these  rallies  we  will  have  special  singing,  slide  pictures,  and  up-to-date  informa- 
tion on  six  locations  that  are  now  serving  as  mission  points.  These  locations  are 
as  follows:  Fayetteville,  Hope  Mills,  Henderson,  West  Hillsborough,  Charlotte  and 
Leland,  North  Carolina.  Our  missionaries  and  several  of  the  mission  members  will 
participate  in  these  rallies. 

Our  Home  Missions  and  Church  Extension  Department  must  rank  high  on  our 
priority  list  if  it  is  to  continue  to  grow  and  bear  fruit. 

Listed  below  are  the  dates  and  locations  of  the  Booster  Rallies  We  sincerelv 
hope  your  church  will  be  represented  at  the  one  nearest  you.  Remember  we  need 
a  boost;  so  please  bring  a  nice  offering,  and  it  is  certain  that  our  Lord  will  bless 
you.     All  the  rallies  will  begin  promptly  at  8  p.m. 

Monday,  September  2  Eastwood  Church,  Fayetteville 

Tuesday,  September  3  Sherron  Acres  Church,  Durham 

Wednesday,  September  4  First  Church,  Tarboro 

Thursday,  September  5  Black  Jack  Church  near  Greenville 

Friday,  September  6  Antioch  Church,  New  Bern 

Saturday,  September  7  Sandy  Plain  Church,  Beulaville 
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y^Shutup 

the  kingdom 

of  heaven 

against  men: 

for  ye  neither 

go  in  yourselves, 

neither  suffer 
ye  them  that 

are  entering  to 
go  in  "(Matthew 

23:  13). 


Is  that  what  you  are  —  the 
most  despicable  of  persons? 

Gould  be .  • . 


"IS  THAT  WHAT  I  AM?" 

"I  want  it  now." 

He  said  nothing.  I  suppose  the  silence  meant  that  I  should  wait.  I  sat 
there,  wondering  why  I  should  wait  (if  indeed  I  must)  when  I  had  done  so 
much  for  Him.  Had  He  forgotten  the  times  I  had  fed  the  poor,  visited  the 
widows  and  orphans,  the  prisoners,  and  given  direction  to  the  erring?  Had 
He  forgotten  my  willingness  to  suffer  for  Him  and  the  fact  that  I  had 
praised  His  name  in  every  situation?  Didn't  He  know  that  I  wanted  no  honor 
for  myself,  that  my  real  aim  was  to  serve  Him  and  to  lift  Him  up  before 
mankind?  It  seemed  to  me  that  my  attitude  was  obvious  and  that  my  values 
were  certain  .... 

"I  want  it  now."    Again  I  uttered  the  words;  this  time  a  little  louder. 

Still,  nothing  from  Him  except  silence.  I  suppose  I  was  to  wait  a  little 
longer,  but  I  did  wish  that  He'd  hurry  and  grant  my  request.  After  all,  what 
merit  could  there  possibly  be  in  waiting?  I  couldn't  help  but  ponder 
the  procrastinating  spirit  which  He  was  evidencing  at  this  time  in  regard  to 
me.  I  couldn't  help  but  reflect  upon  the  numerous  times  I  had  so  unselfish- 
ly done  so  much  for  Him-and  without  even  so  much  as  a  second  thought,  doing 
what  I  did  automatically -and  without  consideration  for  myself  or  my  own 
physical  capacity,  as  I  had  often  overextended  myself  for  His  benefit! 
Hadn't  I  travelled  long  distances  for  Him?  Hadn't  I  sat  up  night  after 
night  with  the  sick?  Hadn't  I  displayed  more  compassion  than  the  average 
fellow,  and  hadn't  I  accomplished  much  for  Him?   Why  couldn't  He  see? 

"I  want  it  now."  Again  I  made  the  request,  and  this  time  with  a  little 
more  urgency. 

Surely  He  couldn't  expect  more  of  me!  No  response.  Nothing  but  empty 
silence!  Was  He  trying  to  tell  me  something?  If  so,  why  didn't  He  come  right 
out  and  say  what  was  what?  Must  I  remind  Him  that  I  had  delivered  grand 
orations  for  Him?  I  had  researched  my  material  well  and  touched  scores 
of  hearts.  Didn't  He  remember?  How  about  the  numbers  who  had  walked 
the  aisles  at  my  invitation  and  had  pledged  their  all  to  Him  at  the  altar 
of  repentance  and  dedication?  How  about  the  confessions  I  had  prompted 
them  to  make  and  the  bitter  tears  I  had  encouraged  them  to  shed  at  the 
mourners'  bench?  Wasn't  He  aware  of  all  these  works  that  I'd  done  for 
Him?  Why,  then,  was  He  holding  out? 

"I  want  it  now."  I  was  getting  a  little  impatient-and  with  just  cause! 
I  couldn't  be  expected  to  wait  forever.  I  had  given  Him  ample  time  to  hear 
my  petition  and  to  give  me  what  I  wanted.  It  wasn't  as  though  I  were 
asking  for  the  moon  or  something.  I  wasn't  asking  for  any- 
thing unreasonable-just  something  I  deserved,  well  within  the  realm  of 
expectation-no  more  and  no  less  than  what  was  rightfully  mine.  He  knew  full 
well  that  I  was  a  good  person.  I'd  always  been  a  model  of  Christianity- 
He  knew  that!  I'd  consecrated  all  my  efforts  to  His  cause  and  had  done 
marvellous  things  for  Him.  My  achievements  were  great.  Surely  He 
couldn't  have  forgotten  the  times  I  had  witnessed  for  Him  in  the  face 
of  ridicule.  I  had  stood  like  a  man  against  the  pricks  of  adversity,  the 
scornful  glances  of  evil  people.  I  had  tolerated  their  laughter  and  cyni- 
cism when  I  had  really  wanted  to  run  and  hide  in  shame.  And  still,  He  was 
witholding  just  one  small  favor.  Who  did  He  think  He  was  anyhow?  Did 
I  just  hear  thunder?  .  .  . 

"I  want  it  now,  Lord-now!  I  want  it  now,  not  tomorrow-and  don't  tell 
me  to  take  no  thought  for  the  morrow-I  know  that  Scripture  well  enough. 
Haven't  I  preached  it  until  I  was  nearly  blue  in  the  face?"  Couldn't  He 
remember  how  tired  I'd  been  from  all  that  work  I'd  done  for  Him?  Some- 
times my  tongue  was  literally  hanging  out  of  my  mouth,  I  was  so  tired. 
Didn't  He  remember?  Well,  He  should! 

"I  want  it  now,  Lord-just  a  little  credit!  Just  a  little  credit!  Do  you 
hear?"  Well,  He  was  finally  going  to  answer  me.   "What,  Lord?" 

From  somewhere-whether  in  my  mind  or  heart  or  from  someplace 
above  me-came  the  sound  of  a  voice  so  loud  that  it  was  as  though  it  were 
amplified  a  million,  million  times:  "  '.  .  .  whosoever  exalteth  himself 
shall  be  abased;  and  he  that  humbleth  himself  shall  be  exalted'  (Luke  14: 
11).  'Let  another  man  praise  thee,  and  not  thine  own  mouth;  .  .  .'  (Pro- 
verbs 27:2)." 

Suddenly  I  realized  that  I  had  sought  self -glory,  perhaps  the  most 
grievous  of  sins.  And,  God  had  chosen  to  answer  in  His  own  good  time; 
and,  what  an  answer  it  was!  No,  I  didn't  get  what  I  wanted,  but  I  was 
allowed  to  view  myself  as  I  really  was-a way  quite  obvious  to  others,  though 
not  to  myself.  I  was  finally  able  to  see  myself  through  the  eyes  of  His 
Word,  and  my  pride  was  crushed  indeed  as  I  realized  that  I  was  the  most 
despicable  of  persons-a  modern  Pharisee.  .  .  . 
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THE  ORIGIN  OF 
THE  FREE  WILL  BAPTISTS 
AMONG  ENGLISH  GENERAL  BAPTISTS 

by  Dr.  Michael  Pelt 
(Chairman  of  Department  of  Religion,  Mount  Olive  College) 


(Note:  The  article  below  was  written 
>y  Dr.  Pelt  during  his  recent  stay  in 
England.  Dealing  with  Free  Will  Bap- 
ist  origin  among  the  General  Baptists 
)f  England,  a  historical  connection  is 
shown  between  our  denomination  and  the 
English  General  Baptists  of  the  early 
;ighteenth  century.  Every  Free  Will 
Baptist  should  read  this  very  informative 
ind  interesting  article  and  learn  to  relate 
listorically  to  the  beliefs  and  practices  of 
he  denomination.) 

THE  beginnings  of  the  Free  Will 
Baptist   movement   in  North 
Carolina  has  often  been  the  subject 
of  reports  presented  by  the  Histori- 
cal Commission  at  annual  meetings  of 
he  North  Carolina  State  Convention 
jf  Free  Will  Baptists.    Those  who 
tiave  attempted  to  write  a  history  of 
he  denomination  have  likewise  given 
jrief  summaries  of  its  origin.  In 
i960  a  special  issue  of  The  Free 
Will     Baptist     contained  several 
articles  which  dealt  with  early  history 
pf  the  denomination,  in  particular  its 
-oots  in  the  English  General  Bap- 
cist  movement.      In  one  of  these 
articles  this  writer  pointed  to  the 
dnfession   of   1660,   presented  by 
nglish  General  Baptists  to  Charles 
j  at  the  time  of  the  restoration  of 
he  English  monarchy,  as  the  source 
rom  which  the  earliest  extant  Free 
Will  Baptist  statement  of  faith  (1812 
6dition)  was  derived.    The  articles 
of  faith  and  practice  so  often  re- 
stated by  English  General  Baptists 
as  marks  of  their  identity  are  found 
•epeated  in  the  early  statements 
3f  Free  Will  Baptists  in  modified 
form.    A  comparison  of  the  princi- 
>al  doctrines  of  the  two  religious 
>odies  makes  it  clear  that  a  his- 
orical  link  exists  between  them  and 
hat  the  Free  Will  Baptist  denomina- 
ion  owes  its  distinctive  character - 
sties  to  the  parent  body,  the  Eng- 
ish  General  Baptists.  Yet  the  scar- 
:ity  of  primary  sources  dealing  with 
he  early  Free  Will  Baptists  has 
tampered  research  that  would  show 
learly  the  lines  of  historical  de- 
elopment  from  England  to  America, 
rhe  opportunity  to  examine  some  of 
he  sources  of  denominational  his- 
ory  on  the  English  side  of  the  At- 
antic  has  placed  this  matter  in  a 


new  perspective  and  has  shed  im- 
portant light  on  the  beginnings  of 
the  Baptist  movement  in  Virginia  and 
North  Carolina. 

Generally  those  who  describe  the 
beginnings  of  the  Free  Will  Baptist 
Church  are  content  to  mention  cer- 
tain areas  along  the  eastern  seaboard 
where  churches  were  established  in 
the  colonial  period  possessing  char- 
acteristics similar  to  those  of  later 
Free  Will  Baptist  churches.  Then 
Paul  Palmer  is  introduced  as  the 
founder  of  the  denomination  when  he 
organized  a  church  in  1727  in  Per- 
quimans Precinct.  The  subsequent 
labors  of  Joseph  Parker  and  William 
Sojourner  are  barely  mentioned,  due 
to  the  paucity  of  written  records 
dealing  with  the  contribution  of  these 
men.  So  little  information  is  avail- 
able about  these  early  Free  Will 
Baptist  leaders  and  the  churches 
they  organized  that  the  total  context 
of  their  labors  is  seldom  explored. 
Were  they  in  fact  conscious  of  lay- 
ing the  foundations  of  a  new  denomina- 
tion? A  careful  study  of  their  situa- 
tion will  make  it  clear  that  they  were 
not.  They  were  not  continuing  the 
task  of  proclaiming  the  gospel  in  a 
Baptist  framework  and  establishing 
churches  on  the  frontiers  of  English 
colonies  in  America.  According  to 
Morgan  Edwards,  an  eighteenth  cen- 
tury Baptist  historian,  Palmer  him- 
self was  a  native  of  Maryland,  bap- 
tized in  what  is  now  Delaware,  and 
ordained  in  Connecticut.  Finally 
he  moved  to  North  Carolina,  where  he 
found  other  Baptists  like  himself  who 
believed  in  the  doctrine  of  general 
atonement  or  "general  redemption" 
as  it  was  sometimes  referred  to. 
They  were  not  yet  known  as  Free  Will 
Baptists;  indeed  many  years  would 
pass  before  that  name  would  be  ap- 
plied to  them  and  longer  still  before 
their  successors  would  adopt  it  as 
the  denominational  title. 

The  earliest  settlers  in  North 
Carolina  migrated  from  Virginia  into 
the  northeastern  corner  of  the  colony. 
They  included  many  Quakers  and  per  - 
haps  some  Baptists  as  well,  who 
had  suffered  from  the  want  of  reli- 
gious toleration  in  Virginia  and  in 
England.     All  dissenters,  including 


Baptists,  under  English  rule  during 
the  reigns  of  Charles  II  and  James  II 
had  been  subjected  to  untold  indigni- 
ties because  of  their  religious  convic- 
tions. Prior  to  1689  scores  of  Bap- 
tists were  imprisoned  in  England  for 
allowing  their  homes  or  property  to 
be  used  as  meeting  places  for  wor- 
ship. Even  after  the  Act  of  Tolera- 
tion, passed  by  Parliament  in  1689, 
they  were  sometimes  harrassed  by 
the  authorities  and  not  allowed  to 
enter  public  service  except  as  "oc- 
casional conformers."  If  they 
decided  to  emigrate  to  Virginia  or 
to  one  of  the  New  England  colonies 
(with  the  exception  of  Rhode  Island), 
they  were  likely  to  run  into  establish- 
ed churches  which  had  little  use  for 
Baptists.  In  Virginia,  especially, 
the  authorities  showed  little  inclina- 
tion to  recognize  the  British  Act  of 
Toleration,  so  that  for  a  generation 
after  1689  Baptists  were  subject 
to  infringements  of  their  rights,  often 
out  of  ignorance  of  those  rights. 
For  this  reason  dissenters  of  all 
kinds  moved  southward  into  North 
Carolina  to  escape  ecclesiastical  op- 
pression. During  this  early  colonial 
period  North  Carolina  gained  a  rep- 
utation as  an  asylum  for  the  reli- 
giously persecuted.  This  reputation 
became  known  widely  in  England  as 
well  as  in  the  colonies. 

When  these  English  Baptists  began 
to  settle  in  the  colonies  of  Virginia 
and  North  Carolina,  the  Church  of 
England  was  the  established  church  in 
Virginia,  and  likewise  in  North  Caro- 
lina after  1701.  However,  there  were 
no  bishops  in  the  colonies,  and  in 
North  Carolina  the  parishes  were  so 
large,  with  very  few  Anglican  clergy- 
men to  staff  them,  that  all  Dissenters 
could  enjoy  a  much  greater  freedom 
of  worship  than  was  possible  in 
the  mother  country. 

It  seems  likely  that  before  1700 
there  were  already  General  Baptists 
living  in  North  Carolina,  having 
settled  in  the  colony  after  a  brief 
attempt  to  find  a  home  in  Virginia 
or,  in  some  cases,  after  sailing 
directly  from  England.  1  These  Bap- 
tist settlers  were  apparently  without 
adequate  leadership  to  organize 
(Continued  on  Page  11) 
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SUNDAY,  SEPTEMBER  1 

Scripture  Reading-Psalm  62:7 
Did  You? 

Never  did  I  hear  anyone  state,  "I 
was  undone  and  outcast  but  I  read 
Tom  Paine 's  'Age  of  Reason'  and  I 
was  saved  from  the  power  of  sin." 
Did  you? 

Never  did  I  hear  of  one  who  de- 
clared, "I  was  in  darkness  and  de- 
spair and  knew  not  where  to  turn 
until  I  read  'Robert  Ingersoll's  Lec- 
tures' and  found  liberty  and  peace." 
Did  you? 

Never  did  I  hear  an  atheist  telling 
that  his  atheism  had  been  the  means 
by  which  he  had  been  freed  from  the 
bondage  of  drink  and  set  in  holiness 
and  happiness.  Did  you? 

But  I  have  heard  many  testify 
that  when  as  hopeless  and  helpless 
sinners  they  had  turned  in  their 
need  to  the  Son  of  God  and  cast 
themselves  upon  Him  for  forgiveness 
and  for  victory  over  sin,  that  He  set 
them  in  freedom  as  worshipers  at 
His  pierced  feet.  Have  you?-Evange- 
lical  Tract. 

Prayer  Thought 
Our  God  is  loving,  forgiving,  and 
considerate.     Through  Him  we  are 
able  to  receive  happiness  and  eter- 
nal salvation. 


MONDAY,  SEPTEMBER  2 

Scripture  Reading-Psalm  37:23 
Hearing  God's  Word 

A  caller  found  a  young  mother  with 
her  babe  in  her  lap  and  her  Bible 
in  her  hand.  "Are  you  reading 
to  your  baby?"  was  the  humorous 
query.  "Yes,"  the  young  mother 
replied.  "But,  do  you  think  he 
understands?"  "I  am  sure  he  does 
not  understand  now,  but  I  want  his 
earliest  memories  to  be  that  of  hear- 
ing God's  Word."  God's  Word  is  the 
"sword  of  the  Spirit."  Only  by  His 
Word  are  we  purified  and  strengthen- 
ed to  do  His  will.  It  is  impossible 
to  overestimate  the  importance  of 


reading  the  Word  all  through  life. 
-King's  Business. 


Prayer  Thought 
Our  personalities  are  shaped  by 
our  daily  encounters.  May  our  minds 
and  hearts  be  directed  through  God's 
Word  and  example. 


TUESDAY,  SEPTEMBER  3 

Scripture  Reading-Exodus  20:1-17 
Where  He  Got  It 

Roger  W.  Babson,  the  statistician, 
sent  to  his  customers  a  leaflet  en- 
titled, "Essentials  of  Business  Suc- 
cess." They  consisted  entirely  of 
the  Ten  Commandments  plus  the  "new 
commandment"  given  by  Christ. 
Among  the  letters  of  acknowledge- 
ment that  poured  in  from  all  parts 
of  the  country  was  one  from  a  Western 
businessman  whose  enthusiasm  could 
hardly  be  restrained.  "I  have  never 
seen"  he  wrote,  "such  a  fine  state- 
ment of  the  essentials  for  success. 
Where  did  you  get  it? '  '-Congregation  - 
alist. 

Prayer  Thought 
The  Ten  Commandments,  if  follow- 
ed, can  bring  us  success  not  only 
in  business  but  in  every  endeavor 
we  undertake. 


WEDNESDAY,  SEPTEMBER  4 

Scripture  Reading-Psalm  23 
A  Radiogram  Answered 

A  Presbyterian  youth  from  New 
Orleans  was  a  naval  "wireless" 
operator  during  the  war.  Early  one 
morning,  after  a  night  on  duty,  he 
snatched  a  few  minutes  for  his  "Quiet 
Hour"  when  no  message  was  going 
over,  and  he  was  reading  the  Twenty- 
Third  Psalm.  Suddenly  the  thought 
came  to  him  to  send  the  Psalm  out 
over  the  water  and  see  if  any  ship 
would  take  it  up.  He  did,  and  as  he 
sent  the  last  word  sixteen  ships 
answered  a  wireless,  "Amen." 
-Christian  Life. 

Prayer  Thought 
Often  we  as  Christians  are  afraid 
of  what  other  people  will  think  or 
say  if  we  show  the  world  we  are 
Christians.  Try  it,  you  may  be 
pleasantly  surprised. 


THURSDAY,  SEPTEMBER  5 

Scripture  Reading-Psalm  46:1 
God  Is  Mindful  of  His  Own 

When   distress   and  cares  oppress 
you, 

And  you  seem  to  walk  alone; 
Look  up,  friend,  for  God  will  bless 


you, 

"He  is  mindful  of  His  own." 

You   may   walk  with  Him  forever, 
He's  a  never-failing  Guide; 

He  will  not  forsake  you,  never, 
He  will  keep  right  at  your  side. 

What  a  word  of  consolation; 

Sweetest  theme  you've  ever  known; 
In  the   time   of  fierce  temptation, 

"God   is   mindful   of  His  own." 

-Good  Tidings. 

Prayer  Thought 
God  knows  our  every  need  and  want. 
He  does  not  forget  His  own.  Turn 
to  Him  in  your  need  and  with  your 
problems.  Earthly  friends  cannot 
compare. 


FRIDAY,  SEPTEMBER  6 

Scripture  Reading-Psalm  37:23 

Crime  Breeders 
"Why  the  American  people  will 
continue  to  spend  thousands  of; 
millions  on  schools  and  teachers,"] 
says  Roger  Babson,  "to  train  the 
children  of  our  cities,  and  then  permit 
a  bunch  of  irresponsible  men  to  ex- 
hibit each  night  crime -breeding  pic-: 
tures  within  the  shadow  of  the  school 
building,  just  to  make  a  few  dollars,, 
is  beyond  my  comprehension.  Such: 
pictures  in  one  night  uproot  all  the; 
good  seed  which  the  schools  can  plant 
in  a  month.  It  is  exactly  like  appro- 
priating money  for  a  fire  department,; 
and  then  permitting  everyone  to  sett 
the  buildings  on  fire  to  collect  in- 
surance. "-Alliance  Weekly. 

Prayer  Thought 

Christians  are  very  prone  to: 
swallow  an  elephant  and  choke  on  a; 
gnat.  We  take  on  large  responsibil-; 
ities  but  fail  to  lay  a  substantial 
foundation. 


SATURDAY,  SEPTEMBER  7 
Scripture  Reading-2  Thessalonians 

2:17 

How  to  Escape  Criticism: 

"Say  Nothing; 
Do  Nothing; 
Be  Nothing!" 
-W.  B.  K. 


Prayer  Thought 
We  may  bypass  human  criticism 
with  a  nothing  life,  but  God  requires 
good   works,    good   intentions,  and 
good  results. 

(Devotions  used  by  permission, 
Knight's  Master  Book  of  New  Illus- 
trations, Eerdmans  Press.) 
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and 
ANSWERS 


Conducted  by  J.  P.  BARROW 
Route  1,  Box  475,  LaGrange,  North  Carolina  28551 


Question:  Please  explain,  "For  I 
will  take  you  from  among  the  heathen, 
and  gather  you  out  of  all  countries, 
and  will  bring  you  into  your  own  land. 
Then  will  I  sprinkle  clean  water 
upon  you,  and  ye  shall  be  clean: 
from  all  your  filthiness,  and  from  all 
your  idols,  will  I  cleanse  you" 
(Ezekiel  36:24,  25).  Does  this  have 
reference  to  Israel  as  a  nation  or  are 
we  to  apply  it  to  the  church?  If 
Israel,  is  it  to  be  fulfilled  in  the  fu- 
ture? 

Answer:  As  I  understand  this 
prophecy  it  refers  to  Israel  and  is  to 
be  fulfilled  after  the  Great  Tribula- 
tion; in  a  literal  sense,  after  the 
church  has  been  raptured. 

Dr.  Wilbur  M.  Smith  has  something 
interesting  to  say  on  the  subject 
on  Pages  230,  231  in  Peloubet's  1968 
Select  Notes,  as  follows: 

"We  have  in  this  chapter  one  of 
the  great  statements  regarding  the 
ultimate  restoration  of  Israel  in  a 
twofold  way-a  restoration  of  the  na- 
tion to  the  Promised  Land,  which  is 
yet  to  come;  and  a  restoration  of 
spiritual  richness,  of  full  fellowship 
with  God,  and  continued  obedience  to 
His  holy  law. 

"1.  Judgments  Upon  the  Nations 
| Adjacent  to  Israel  (w.  1-7).  In  this 
passage  the  word  so  frequently  used, 
mountains,  is  a  symbol  for  the  country 
itself,  where,  of  course,  mountains 
are  prominent.  The  enemy  referred 
to  here  is  not  only  Edom  but  the  na- 
tions roundabout  Israel  who  had  re- 
joiced in  her  suffering  under 
Nebuchadnezzar  and  the  destruction 
of  Jerusalem.  For  more  elaborate 
prophecies  regarding  nations  around 
Israel  see  Isaiah  13-27;  Jeremiah 
46-51;  and  again  in  Ezekiel  25- -32; 
38- -39. 

"2.    Israel  Will  Be  Returned  to 
Her   Land   (w.  8-15).     It  is  true 
hat  there  are  two  different  views, 
refand  always  have  been,  in  the  Chris - 
anftian  church  regarding  the  Old  Testa - 
Tment  statements  predicting  the  re- 
turn of  Israel  to  her  land.  Some 
pave  tried  to  spiritualize  this,  but 
when  these  statements  are  said  to 
(refer   to   the   church  they  become 
(meaningless.  What  Promised  Land  do 


we  return  to?  Palestine  can  never 
be  a  synonym  for  heaven.  The  editor 
himself  takes  the  view  that  these 
prophecies  are  to  be  literally  con- 
sidered and  will  be  ultimately  ful- 
filled. This  is  a  constant  theme  in 
the  Book  of  Jeremiah,  as  12:15;  15: 
19;  16:15-18;  24:6;  30:18-24;  32:37, 
as  well  as  Zechariah  14;  etc.  indi- 
cates. 

"  3 .    Why  Israel  Had  Been  Scatter  - 

ed  (w.  16-20).  Between  the  promise 
of  a  restoration  of  Israel  to  the  land 
and  the  promise  of  a  spiritual  re- 
storation of  Israel,  which  we  will  be 
considering  in  a  moment ,  a  paragraph 
is  introduced  reminding  Israel  of  the 
reasons  for  her  defeat,  why  her  peo- 
ple were  in  a  strange  land  scattered 
among  the  nations.  It  was  because 
they  had  profaned  God's  name  (see 
Jeremiah  33:24).  They  had  defiled 
the  land  by  their  wickedness,  by  their 
impurities  and  idolatries.  This  whole 
theme  of  the  reason  for  God's  punish- 
ment of  His  people  is  developed  at 
great   length   in   2   Kings  17:7-13. 

"4.  The  Future  Spiritual  Renewal 
of  Israel  (w.  21-32).  Our  passage 
opens  with  a  declaration-one  of  hun- 
dreds-concerning the  holiness  of  God, 
a  holiness  that  belongs  to  His  very 
name,  but,  at  the  same  time,  a  holi- 
ness that  Israel  had  profaned  among 
the  nations.  The  one  people  on  earth 
who  knew  the  true  and  only  God  had 
forsaken  Him  for  the  idols  of  the 
heathen  nations  roundabout,  and  in 
that  way  had  betrayed  God,  desecrat- 
ed His  name,  and  failed  to  witness  to 
His  uniqueness.  Bearing  His  name, 
they  should  have  walked  in  holiness; 
instead,  they  lived  in  sin,  and  dis- 
graced His  name.  But,  says  the 
Lord,  that  name  will  yet  be  sancti- 
fied among  these  same  nations,  and 
the  heathen  will  know  that  God  is  the 
Lord;  for  the  day  is  coming  when  God 
will  take  the  nation  of  Israel  from 
out  of  the  countries  in  which  He  has 
scattered  them,  and  bring  them  into 
their  own  land,  and  there  they  will 
at  last  be  what  they  were  at  first 
intended  to  be,  a  holy  nation  unto 
God.  This  was  the  original  pro- 
clamation at  Sinai,  as  soon  as  the 
Israelites  came  out  of  the  Egyptian 
bondage-that  they  should  be  "a  king- 


dom of  priests  and  a  holy  nation" 
(Exodus  19:6).  What  God  will  do 
for  them  when  they  return  to  that 
land,  and  how  they  will  be  thoroughly 
inwardly  reformed,  is  set  before  us 
in  the  verses  that  we  now  consider. 

"While  I  most  emphatically  be- 
lieve in  baptism,  and  have  no  ob- 
jection to  these  words  being  placed 
on  baptismal  fonts,  as  they  often  are, 
the  reference  here  is  not  to  literal 
water,  nor  to  baptism,  but  to  an 
inner  cleansing,  a  cleansing  from 
filthiness  and  idolatry.  Thomas  Guth- 
rie makes  a  good  point  on  this: 
'God's  people  are  not  chosen  because 
they  are  holy;  they  are  chosen  that 
they  might  become  holy.  "Ye  have 
not  chosen  me,  but  I  have  chosen 
you.  ".  .  .  For  since  God  chooses 
his  people  not  because  they  are  holy, 
but  to  make  them  so,  who  may  not 
be  chosen?  To  my  eye,  hope,  in 
that  truth,  bends  her  bright  bow 
on  life's  blackest  cloud  and  sends 
a  beam  of  light  down  into  the  guilt- 
iest heart.'  In  the  New  Testament 
there  is  a  parallel  to  this  passage, 
when  the  writer  to  the  Hebrews 
says  that  for  us,  'our  hearts  are 
sprinkled  from  an  evil  conscience: 
and  our  body  washed  with  pure  water.' 
And  elsewhere  the  Apostle  Paul 
speaks  of  the  church,  which  is  the 
body  of  Christ,  as  being  washed 
with  the  water  of  the  Word  (Hebrews 
10:22;  Ephesians  5:26)." 

Even  though  there  may  be  found 
teachings  in  abundance  that  we  are 
to  apply  to  ourself  individually  who 
live  in  the  church  age,  no  Scrip- 
ture that  names  Israel  giving  such 
specific  teachings  concerning  her 
and  her  return  to  Palestine  and  her 
cleansing  may  be  applied  literally 
to  the  church.  We  each  individually 
may  use  Israel's  disobedience  and 
God' s  judgment  upon  her  for  such  dis- 
obedience as  an  example  to  teach  that 
no  sin  in  any  of  our  lives  will 
go  unnoticed  by  the  holy  Creator 
and  Sustainer  of  all  things.  Except 
sinners  repent  of  their  sins  they 
shall  all  likewise  perish.  "And 
turning  the  cities  of  Sodom  and 
Gomorrha  into  ashes  condemned  them 
with  an  overthrow,  making  them  an 
ensample  unto  those  that  after  should 
live  ungodly"  (2  Peter  2:6).  Sodom 
and  Gomorrha  became  cesspools  of 
iniquity  when  their  inhabitants  de- 
parted so  far  from  God,  His  ways, 
and  teachings  that  those  among  them 
not  only  vexed  righteous  Lot's  soul 
day  and  night,  but  when  God's  an- 
gels visited  Lot,  telling  of  the  im- 
pending judgment,  they  made  an  ef- 
fort to  assault  those  holy  persons. 
And  we  are  told  in  the  Scriptures 
that  at  the  end  of  this  age  the  world 

(Continued  on  Page  15) 
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DH,  Murray  look,  there's  some- 
one up  in  that  tree,"  Walter 
whispered  excitedly. 

Murray  squinted  his  eyes  and  look- 
ed too,  and  sure  enough,  there  was  a 
girl  up  in  the  tree  almost  hidden 
by  the  thick  foliage.  They  could 
see  a  part  of  her  dress  and  her  feet. 
How  curious  they  were,  but  being 
complete  strangers  they  didn't  go 
near  nor  call.  There  were  so  many 
things  to  explore  around  their  new 
home  that  they  hardly  knew  which 
way  to  look  next.  Underneath  the 
high  porch  were  tied  two  goats.  And 
just  down  the  hill  there  was  a  coco 
plantation,  an  old  water-mill,  and  a 
river.  This  was  going  to  be  an  ex- 
citing place  in  which  to  live. 

They  had  just  arrived  in  this  island 
of  the  West  Indies  where  Father  and 
Mother  were  going  to  open  a  Bible 
school.  Crossing  the  rough  channel 
had  been  lots  of  fun  for  them  too, 
because  they  weren't  seasick  like 
the  older  folks  had  been.  Daddy  had 
pointed  out  to  them  the  mountain 
where  they  would  be  living,  and  now 
they  were  actually  standing  on  it. 
Far  below  lay  the  city  and  the 
Caribbean  Sea.  The  sea  was  dotted 
by  tiny  sailboats  and  there  was  a 
big  steamer  in  harbor  and  an  oil 
tanker  on  the  horison.  They  scamp- 
ered into  the  house  to  watch  the  un- 


packing and  explore  their  new  home  a 
bit  more. 

But  there  was  the  girl  in  the  tree 
to  keep  an  eye  on  too,  so  they  rushed 
to  the  back  of  the  house  to  see  if  she 
was  still  there.  But  she  wasn't. 
They  tore  around  the  house  for  it 
would  never  do  to  miss  her,  but 
didn't  see  her  anywhere. 

"Maybe  Mother  has  seen  her," 
Murray  suggested  and  they  bounded 
up  the  steps.  They  stopped  short, 
for  there  she  was,  sitting  right  in  the 
doorway  between  the  little  kitchen 
and  front  room.  Her  head,  with  an 
old,  worn  hat  squashed  down  on  very 
unruly  curls,  was  tilted  too  far  back 
to  be  natural.  The  boys  didn't  know 
that  she  was  very  cross-eyed  and 
slowly  going  blind.  Her  hair  was 
badly  in  need  of  combing;  her  dress 
pathetically  worn  and  her  feet  bare. 

"What's  your  name?"  Mother 
asked. 

"My  name  is  Eu-nicie,"  she  de- 
clared, "but  all  de  people  call  me 
Nicie."    So  Nicie  it  was  for  us  too. 

"My  poppy  and  mummy  are  Por- 
tuguese," she  informed  us. 

"This  queer  child  seems  rather 
likable,"  Mother  said  softly  to  the 
other  missionary  as  she  passed  her. 

No  doubt  she  thought  to  herself, 
"These  people  need  watching.  I  will 
see  what  they  do."  So  Nicie  watched 
us  unpack. 

"Would  you  like  to  come  to  Sun- 
day school?"  Mother  asked  her  one 
day. 

"Oh  yes,  and  I  bring  others  too." 

So  it  was  left  to  Nicie  to  invite  the 
children.  She  brought  children  and 
more  children  until  there  wasn't 
room  for  them  all. 

The  story  of  Jesus  is  always  very 
sweet  to  boys  and  girls  all  over  the 
world.  As  they  heard  it  they  began 
to  give  their  hearts  to  Him. 

"Nicie,  don't  you  want  to  give  your 
heart  to  Jesus,  too?"  Mother  asked 
her  one  day.  But  she  just  lowered 
her  strange,  blue  eyes  and  weakly 
shook  her  head. 

Walter  and  Murray  began  to  pray 
for  Nicie.  They  liked  her  very  much. 
She  knew  where  some  wild  plums 


were  ripening!  She  had  found  some 
good  trees  to  climb!  She  had  found 
a  good  wading  spot  and  there  were 
crayfish  in  the  river!  Everyday  she 
planned  something  new  and  exciting 
while  the  boys  were  at  their  lessons. 

The  boys  did  want  to  see  Nicie 
saved.  It  seemed  everybody  else 
was  asking  the  Lord  to  come  into 
their  hearts.  They  didn't  mean  to 
frighten  her  when  they  told  her  she 
would  just  have  to  to  hell,  but  they 
did.  She  came  looking  very  worried. 

"Mom,  de  byes  say  I'm  going  to 
hell,  and  Mom,  when  my  heart  beat- 
ing fast  so,  is  it  de  Lawd  knocking?" 

"Nicie,  we  wish  you  would  ask  the 
Lord  to  come  into  your  heart  and 
then  you  would  be  ready  for  heaven 
and  wouldn't  have  to  worry  about 
the  other  place.  And  Jesus  does 
knock  at  our  heart's  door  until  we 
let  Him  in.  He  says  in  His  Word, 
Behold,  I  stand  at  the  door  and 
knock.'  " 

"Poppy  would  be  very  angry,"  she 
confided  slowly.  "One  time  he  al- 
most kill  me.  He  drinks  lots  ot 
rum. " 

She  removed  her  hat  and  for  the 
first  time  we  saw  the  long,  ugly  scari 
on  her  head.  The  boys  understood 
now.      They   would  pray  for  her. 

God's  Spirit  was  talking  to  this' 
little  wisp  of  a  mountain  girl.  Often 
she  hid  her  face  in  her  hands,  weep-j 
ing  while  the  lesson  was  given.  One| 
day  she  could  stand  it  no  longer.] 
She  rushed  from  her  bench  and  fled: 
to  a  corner  of  the  cold,  cement 
basement  where  she  hid  her  face: 
against  the  wall  and  sobbed,  "I  wantj 
to  save." 

Mother  put  her  arms  around  Nicie! 
and  together  they  knelt  and  sheaskecl 
the  Lord  to  come  into  her  heart* 
She  went  right  home  to  tell  her] 
mother  who  only  said, 

"Don't  you  dare  tell  Poppy." 

A  few  days  later  the  boys  camtj 
running  wildly  into  the  house. 

"Nicie  is  brave!    Nicie  is  brave' 
She   told  her  daddy  and  he  didn' 
hurt  her.     He  just  walked  away.'| 

Now  boys  don't  really  believe  tha 
girls  are  brave,  but  they  had  seei 
Nicie' s  father-and  they  too  were 
scared  of  him.  They  knew  that  hen 
was  one  brave  girl.  They  knew  to< 
that  Jesus  had  made  her  brave.  Be 
cause  she  was  so  brave  her  mothei 
soon  came  to  know  the  Lord,  as  wel 
as  her  sister  and  cousin.  And  novj 
together  they  are  praying  for  "Popf 
py." -Selected. 
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Chosen  to  Bless  Others 


Lesson  Text:  Genesis  12:1-3,  7; 
I  17:1-8 

■Memory  Verse:  Genesis  12:2 

[.  INTRODUCTION 

1  Our  lesson  for  today  is  built  around 
line  call  and  commission  of  Abraham, 
■the  covenant  which  God  established 
JLvith  him,  and  the  promise  which 
Jpod  made  to  him  concerning  the  bless  - 
|ngs  which  would  come  to  all  nations 
Jjthrough  his  seed. 

Abraham  has  very  aptly  been  called 
'The  Father  of  the  Faithful. "  Jews 
tiave  been  proud  that  they  could  say 
they  had  Abraham  for  their  father, 
ivhich  would  seem  to  imply  that  being 
a  natural  descendant  of  Abraham 
made  them  eligible  to  share  the  prom  - 
ses  which  God  made  to  him  and  to  his 
seed.  John  the  Baptist  was  careful 
;o  point  out  to  the  scribes  and  the 
Pharisees,  however,  that  there  was 
little  merit  in  being  a  natural  son  of 
\braham,  but  that  there  was  much  in 
)eing  a  spiritual  son,  one  who 
aithfully  serves  God  as  Abraham  did 
Jnd  seeks  to  emulate  the  faith  and 
)bedience  which  Abraham  manifested 
n  his  answer  to  God's  call  and 
commission. 

The  background  for  today's  lesson 
s  the  ancient  city  of  Ur  of  the 
Chaldees,  considered  by  many 
luthorities  as  the  cradle  of  civiliza- 
ion,  and  the  Land  of  Promise,  where 
\braham  dwelt  as  a  stranger,  but 
which  would  become  the  inheritance 
f)f  his  seed. 

The  purpose  of  today's  lesson  is  to 
prove  that  God  has  a  divine  pur- 
pose in  the  life  of  each  of  us,  and 
ihat  He  calls  us  to  specific  fields 
)f  labor  in  order  to  fulfill  that  pur- 
Jose.  A  positive  and  affirmative 
response  to  that  call  gives  assur- 
ance of  achieving  the  more  abun- 
iant  life  which  God  has  made  our 
)otential.-The  Teen -Age  Teacher  (F. 
N.  B). 

I.    HINTS  THAT  HELP 

A.  Why  did  God  choose  Abraham 
o  be  the  father  of  the  Hebrew  peo- 
)le?  God's  selection  of  him  was  a 
natter  of  God's  grace.  It  was  not 
oecause   of  anything  that  Abraham 


had  done.  However,  when  God  called 
him  he  had  the  opportunity  to  re- 
spond or  reject  the  call.  Why  does 
God  offer  salvation  to  all  men?  Not 
because  of  our  merit  or  worth,  but 
because  of  His  grace.  We  have  the 
opportunity  to  respond  or  reject  His 
offer. 

B.  God  told  Abraham  that  He 
would  bless  him  and  make  him 
a  blessing.  Is  this  not  the  way 
that  it  is  always?  God  blesses  peo- 
ple in  order  that  they  may  be  a 
blessing  to  others.  We  do  not  have 
the  right  to  ask  God  for  a  blessing 
that  we  are  not  willing  to  use  in  a 
way  such  as  to  bless  others. 

C.  The  Jews  have  always  had 
trouble  with  the  Arabs.  Yet  the  Arabs 
came  into  existence  through  Abra- 
ham. If  it  had  not  been  for  him 
there  would  have  been  no  Arabs. 
So,  in  a  way,  Abraham  brought  this 
trouble  upon  himself  and  his  seed. 
Is  it  not  true  that  most  of  the  time, 
in  one  way  or  another,  we  bring 
our  troubles  upon  ourselves? 

D.  God's  covenant  with  Abraham 
and  his  seed  was  an  everlasting  cove- 
nant. The  fact  that  the  Jews  failed 
God  does  not  mean  that  the  cove- 
nant is  cancelled.  God's  covenant 
with  the  Jew  still  stands;  He  has  His 
hand  upon  them,  and  they  will  one 
day  possess  the  land  of  Canaan  for- 
ever. 

-The  Bible  Teacher  (F.  W.  B  ). 

III.    ADDITIONAL  TRUTHS 

A.  The  key  to  God's  favor  is 
faith.  Eve  believed  the  devil,  and  the 
result  was  disaster.  Noah  believed 
God,  and  in  faith  he  built  the  ark 
that  saved  him  and  his  family  from 
the  flood  (Hebrews  11:7).  Abram 
was  not  altogether  good.  But  Abram 
believed  God;  and  in  God's  book- 
keeping his  faith  was  credited  to 
him  for  righteousness.  In  like 
manner  we  also  are  justified  by 
faith,  though  what  we  do  is  not  al- 
together just  (Genesis  15:6;  Romans 
4:1-8;  5:1).  Since  so  much  depends 
on  our  faith,  let's  take  a  little  time 
to  think  about  it. 

1.  Faith  is  confidence  in  unseen 
things   (Hebrews   11:1).  Abraham 


had  not  seen  the  Land  of  Promise , 
but  he  set  out  on  a  long  trip  confi- 
dent that  he  would  reach  it.  He  was 
childless  at  the  age  of  seventy- five, 
and  had  a  barren  wife;  yet  he  was 
confident  that  his  descendants  would 
become  a  nation.  (Read  more  about 
his  faith  in  Hebrews  11:8-19.)  We 
have  not  seen  God,  or  the  Holy 
Spirit,  or  Jesus.  We  have  not  seen 
angels,  or  heaven,  or  eternity.  Yet 
we  believe  all  these  are  real,  and 
our  life  depends  on  our  believing. 

2.  Faith  is  necessary.  We  cannot 
please  God  without  it,  no  matter 
what  we  do.  "Without  faith  it  is  im- 
possible to  please  him:  for  he  that 
cometh  to  God  must  believe  that  he 
is,  and  that  he  is  a  rewarder  of 
them  that  diligently  seek  him"  (He- 
brews 11:6). 

3.  Faith  saves  us.  Abram's  faith 
was  counted  to  him  for  righteous- 
ness, and  we  also  are  justified,  made 
just,  by  faith.  This  is  vitally  im- 
portant. In  emphasizing  it,  however, 
let  us  not  be  so  careless  as  to  say  we 
are  saved  by  faith  alone.  We  are 
saved  by  the  power  of  God  also, 
and  by  the  grace  of  God.  We  are 
saved  by  the  blood  of  Jesus,  by  His 
sacrifice  of  His  life.  These  truths 
must  be  emphasized  too.  But  for  us 
the  power  of  God  will  not  avail  and 
the  sacrifice  of  Jesus  will  be  in  vain 
unless  we  believe.  We  are  saved  by 
faith  as  well  as  God's  grace  and 
Christ's  sacrifice. 

4.  Faith  does  things.  The  kind  of 
faith  that  saves  is  active.  Doing 
things  is  part  of  its  nature.  In  doing 
God's  will,  faith  in  God  is  com- 
pleted or  perfected.  It  is  idle  to  ask 
if  faith  can  save  us  without  any 
works  on  our  part.  According  to  the 
Scriptures,  faith  cannot  even  exist 
without  works  (James^  2: 17-26). 
-Standard  Lesson  Commentary. 

B.  A  little  girl  got  all  excited 
while  reciting  the  Twenty- Third 
Psalm,  and  it  came  out,  "The  Lord 
is  my  shepherd.  That's  all  I  want." 
With  the  blessing  of  God,  who  could 
ask  for  anything  more?  Abraham 
had  all  any  man  could  ask  for  be- 
cause it  was  assured  to  him  in  God's 
covenant.  That  covenant's  bless- 
ings also  belong  to  us  as  Chris- 
tians. The  trouble  with  most  of  us 
is  that  we  should  be  living  like  kings 
and  priests  but  instead  we  are  too  of- 
ten spiritual  paupers.  We  become 
"beggars  with  bags  of  gold"  because 
we  do  not  claim  what  God  has  for  us. 
-The  Advanced  Quarterly  (F.  W.  B  ). 

C.  J.  Wilbur  Chapman,  the 
evangelist,  began  his  ministry  in  a 
pastorate  in  Philadelphia.  For  sev- 
eral years  his  work  was  barren  of 
blessing.    One  day  Chapman  read  a 

(Continued  on  Page  15) 
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COMMISSION  ON  SCOUTING 

North  Carolina  State  Convention  of  Free  Will  Baptists 

The  following  information  is  necessary  in  order  for  the  Commission  to  keep  a 
record  of  the  number  of  boys  and  girls,  scout  troops,  cub  packs,  etc.,  within  the  scout- 
ing program  in  Original  Free  Will  Baptist  churches. 

Notice:  This  form  is  to  be  returned  to  the  Convention  secretary  along  with  your 
Convention  report. 

Please  answer  the  following  questions: 

1.  Do  you  have  a  Girl  Scout  program?  

Underline  the  group  which  applies:  Senior,  Cadette,  Junior,  Brownie. 
Total  number  of  girls  within  troops  

2.  Do  you  have  a  Boy  Scout  Program?   

Underline  the  group  which  applies:  Cub  Pack,  Boy  Scout,  Explorer. 

Total  number  of  boys  within  troops  

3.  Designate  whether  your  church  partially  or  totally  sponsors  troops   

4.  Are  any  of  the  above  troops  meeting  in  your  church  facilities?    If  so,  explain   

5.  How  many  boys  in  your  church  have  received  the  God  and  Country  Award?   

6.  How  manv  are  now  working  on  the  God  and  Country  Award?   

7.  Name  and  Address  of  Church   


YOUR  SCOUTING  COMMISSION 


TO  THE  CHURCH  CLERKS  OF  THE  NORTH  CAROLINA 
STATE  CONVENTION  OF  ORIGINAL  FREE  WILL 

BAPTISTS 


8.    Name  and  Address  of  Clerk 


9.    Name  and  Address  of  all  Scout  Leaders 


Dear  Church  Clerk: 

The  North  Carolina  State  Conven- 
tion of  Original  Free  Will  Baptists 
will  convene  in  its  annual  session 
on  September  11,  12,  1974,  at  Kenan 
Memorial  Auditorium,  Kenansville, 
North  Carolina.  The  churches  of 
Duplin  County  will  be  serving  as  hosts 
this  year.  Registration  will  begin  at 

9  a.m.  both  mornings,  with  the  Con- 
vention     starting      promptly  at 

10  o'clock  on  Wednesday  and  9:30 
Thursday. 

In  this  issue  of  "The  Free  Will 
Baptist"  is  a  copy  of  the  Conven- 
tion report  blank,  which  has  already 


been  mailed  to  you.  If  by  chance 
you  have  misplaced  yours,  you  may 
clip  this  one  for  your  report.  Please 
remember  that  your  church  can  rep- 
resent with  one  delegate  for  each  one 
hundred  members  or  fraction  thereof. 
Also  enclosed  are  a  Commission 
on  Scouting  report  blank  and  a  Lay- 
man's League  report  blank  that  are  to 
be  completed  and  returned  with  your 
regular  report. 

On  Wednesday  evening  there  will  be 
a  special  mission  program  under  the 
direction  of  the  State  Foreign  Mis- 
sion Board.  The  mission  rally  will 
begin  at  7:30  p.m.  and  each  church 


is  urged  to  make  a  special  con- 
tribution to  missions  during  this  ser- 
vice. 

The  Convention  requests  that  each 
church  send  at  least  a  $10  con- 
tribution to  the  Paul  Palmer  Endow- 
ment Fund.  This  fund  is  used  to  help 
underwrite  the  department  of  reli- 
gion at  Mount  Olive  College.  In  addi- 
tion, a  special  offering  will  be  re- 
ceived for  the  college  and  the  Free 
Will  Baptist  Children's  Home  during 
the  Convention. 

Please  note  that  this  year  we  are 
requesting  you  to  mail  your  report 
blanks  (and  contributions,  too,  if  you 
wish)  to  the  assistant  secretary  at 
the  following  address:  North  Caro- 
lina State  Convention  of  Free  Will 
Baptists,  The  Rev.  J.  B.  Starnes, 
Assistant  Secretary,  Route  3,  Box 
123,  Newport,  North  Carolina  28570. 

Sincerely  yours, 
Cedric  D.  Pierce  Jr. 
Secretary 


IN  LOVING  MEMORY  OF 
MRS.  DORA  P.  DAVIS 

God  called  our  beloved  mother,  J 
Mrs.  Dora  P.  Davis,  home  August t 
18,  1973.  She  was  91  years  young  and  j 
a  devoted  wife,  mother,  and  friend. 
She  reached  out  to  all  with  love  andj 
compassion.  She  listened  with  heH 
heart  and  mind,  always  thinking-  ofi 
others  and  giving  her  all  to  God,  herj 
family,  her  church,  and  her  friends. 

Mother  was  lovingly  called 
"Granny"  by  her  many  grandchildren 
and  friends,  young  and  old.  In  her 
beloved  church,  the  Marsh  Swamp 
Free  Will  Baptist  Church  of  Sims,  shej 
was  known  as  "Miss  Dora."  She  was 
a  member  of  Marsh  Swamp  church  for 
67  years  and  her  life  was  a  living 
example  of  a  true  Christian.  Her 
love  for  God  and  her  fellowman  was 
reflected  in  every  thought  and  deed. 
Her  faith  was  something  to  behold. 
She  was  an  inspiration  to  everyone,  j 

"Her  children  rise  up  and  call  her 
blessed;    .    .   ."  (Proverbs  31:28). 

Oh,  how  we  miss  that  smile,  that 
twinkle  in  her  eyes  which  always 
shone  with  love  and  devotion!  Her 
touch  always  seemed  to  make  things 
right. 

Thank  you,  Father  in  heaven,  for 
our  wonderful  mother.    She  will  al-I 
ways  live  in  our  hearts. 

Respectfully  submitted, 
Her  Children 
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I  by 
f         Mrs.  Royce  Matthews 


Nominating  Committee  for 
State  Convention  Announced 


JESUS 


We  even  have  mistaken  ideas  about 
esus,  the  Man.  We  think  of  Him 
rst  as  being  supernatural,  the  Son 
God,  born  of  a  virgin.  He  was 
n  obedient  child  who  grew  up  into 
n  unpretentious  gentleman  who  was 
erfection  personified,  superior  to 
lan.  He  was  the  central  figure 
the  universe  with  everything  re- 
olving  around  Him.  He  was  a  part 
f  the  Trinity  in  the  form  of  man. 
[e  was  the  promised  Messiah!  Why 
idn't  the  people  accept  Him  as  Lord? 
fhy? 

The  Jews  were  subject  to  the 
'oman  government.  Seven  hundred 
ears  earlier,  God  promised  them  a 
ing.  Through  each  generation,  they 
rayed  fervently  for  deliverance  from 
le  Romans  and  prayed  the  arrival 
f  the  King  would  be  hastened.  They 
Irere  expecting  a  King  with  a  royal 
alace  set  up  in  Jerusalem.  A  new 
ay  would  be  born  in  the  history  of 
tie  Jews.  He  would  bring  peace  and 
rosperity. 

And  here  came  a  poor  carpenter 
j/ho  had  cried  just  like  any  other 
aby.  He  had  indigestion  and  tooth - 
che  like  any  other  child.  He  be- 
ame  hungry  and  thirsty,  and  I'm 
ure  He  became  dirty,  walking  the 
usty  roads  of  Palestine  in  open 
andals.  He  became  tired  at  times. 
!o  tired  He'd  find  it  necessary  to 
lip  away  by  Himself  to  rest.  On 
>ne  occasion,  upon  hearing  of  the 
leath  of  a  friend,  He  wept-not  just 
spirit,  but  wracking  sobs  tore 
rom  His  body  and  salty  tears  drench - 
;d  His  face.  He  was  even  physically 
ind  spiritually  tempted. 

Instead  of  associating  only  with 
oyalty  and  the  priests  of  the  tem- 
>le.  He  befriended  all  people  alike, 
-even  the  poor,  the  ignorant,  the 
iged,  the  young,  and  the  lawbreakers. 
\le  even  had  compassion  on  a  young 
poman  caught  in  the  act  of  adultry. 
rle  must  have  caught  grains  of  dirt 
inder  His  fingernails  when  He  wrote 
>n  the  ground  that  day.  He  even 
jecame  inflamed  with  anger  in  the 
emple  where  He  overturned  the 
ables  and  chased  out  the  money- 
changers. The  people  weren't  ex- 
acting this  from  their  Messiah  and 
Ihey  wouldn't  accept  Him. 

Don't  you  believe  He  must  have  ex- 
perienced the  depths  of  humiliation 
(Continued  on  Page  15) 


The  names  of  the  nominating  com- 
mittee for  the  sixty- second  annual 
session  of  the  North  Carolina  State 
Convention  of  Original  Free  Will 
Baptists,  which  will  meet  in  Kenan 
Memorial  Auditorium,  Kenansville, 
on  September  11  and  12,  was  announc- 
ed this  week  by  the  convention's 
president,  the  Rev.  F.  B.  Cherry. 

In  announcing  the  members  of  the 
committee,  Mr.  Cherry  said:  "Se- 
lecting a  nominating  committee  for 
the  convention  was  an  awesome  re- 
sponsibility. We  wanted  to  find  mem- 
bers for  the  committee  who  are 
representative  of  the  convention  and 
who  are  acquainted  with  the  work  of 
the  convention  and  the  people.  We 


believe  we  have  succeeded  in  our 
selections  for  the  committe  this 
year.  The  members  of  the  commit- 
tee are  as  follows:  the  Rev.  James 
Evans,  chairman;  the  Rev.  Fred 
Rivenbark;  Mr.  Oscar  Webster;  the 
Rev.  Henry  Armstrong;  and  the  Rev. 
Leonard  Woodall." 

Discussing  the  committee  further, 
Mr.  Cherry  stated:  "No  two  of 
these  men  are  from  the  same  con- 
ference, all  of  them  are  men  of  good 
reputation  and  experience,  and  all 
have  agreed  to  serve  on  the  commit- 
tee. It  is  hoped  that  by  announcing 
the  committee  early,  they  will  be 
able  to  do  a  more  effective  job  and 
the  work  of  the  convention  will  be 
expedited." 


Pictured  above  is  the  Kenan  Mem- 
morial  Auditorium,  the  site  where  the 
1974  session  of  the  State  Conven- 
tion will  be  held. 


For  those  who  will  be  spending  the 
night  at  the  convention,  there  is  The 
Squires  Vintage  Inn  on  Highway  24 
just  four  miles  from  the  auditorium. 
Only  eight  miles  away  in  Warsaw, 
there  are  the  Village  Motel  and  the 
Warsaw  Motor  Lodge.  You  should 
have  no  problem  making  a  reserva- 
tion  with   either   of  these  motels. 

When  you  arrive  in  Kenansville, 
you  will  have  no  problem  locating 
the  Kenan  Memorial  Auditorium.  It 
is  adjacent  to  the  elementary  school 
and  only  a  short  distance  from  the 
hospital. 


If  there  are  out-of-state  visitors 
who  need  help  in  getting  to  the  con- 
vention, please  write  the  Rev.  F.  B. 
Cherry,  Route  3,  Box  637,  Wilson, 
North  Carolina  27893.  We  will  see 
that  you  are  given  all  of  the  assistance 
that  it  is  possible  for  us  to  give. 

The  seating  capacity  of  the  Kenan 
Memorial  Auditorium  is  1,600.  There 
are  ample  rest  room  facilities  and 
rooms  for  displays  by  our  boards  and 
institutions.  We  are  most  grateful 
to  the  Free  Will  Baptists  of  Duplin 
County  for  providing  such  spacious 
accommodations  for  our  convention 
this  year. 
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ANNUAL  CHURCH  LETTER 

To  The  North  Carolina  State  Convention  Of  Free  Will  Baptists 

FOR  THE  YEAR  ENDING  JUNE  30,  


Name  of  Church 


Address  of  Church    ZIP 

County    Conference  or  Association  


Delegate   Convention  Contribution  enclosed  $ 

Contribution  to  Mount  Olive  College  Endowment  Fund  enclosed  $  

WE  REPORT  AS  FOLLOWS: 

Total  Number  of  Church  Members  


Number  Members:  Sunday  School    Leagues    Auxiliaries 

Number  of  Sunday  School  Rooms  Do  You  Have  A  Parsonage?  

Value  of  Parsonage  $    Value  of  Other  Church  Property  $  

Value  of  All  Church  Property  $  


NUMBER  OF  MEMBERS  RECEIVED  THIS  YEAR: 

Baptism   Letter   Restoration   Total   

NUMBER  OF  MEMBERS  LOST  THIS  YEAR: 

Death   Letter   Expulsion   Total   

(List  below  the  total  amounts  of  money  paid  to  the  following,  by  the  church  and  all  the  auxiliaries  of  the  church.) 
AMOUNT  USED  LOCALLY  UNITED  PROGRAM  FUNDS 

Pastor's  Salary    $    (List  only  the  amount  sent  to  these  causes.) 

Evangelistic  Service    $   Cragmont    $   

Repairs  and  Improvement   $    Missions  $  


Fuel,  Lights,  Janitor,  etc.    $   Orphanage  

Conferences,  Unions,  etc.    $   Christian  Education  

Literature  and  Supplies   $   N.  C.  Promotional  Work  

Local  Charity,  etc.                                       $   Church  Finance  Association 

Other  Miscellaneous  Items  (Local)   $    Superannuation  


Total  Used  Locally   $   Total  Sent  U.  P.  Funds 

Amount  Contributed  to  Causes  Not  Listed  Above  $  


Amount  Given  for  the  Office  and  Work  of  General  Secretary  $ 
Total  Amount  Paid  Out  for  All  Purposes  During  the  Year  $  


Please  list  below  the  amount  of  the  above  that  was  given  by  the  church,  and  that  given  by  the  different  auxiliaries. 

The  Church   $    The  Auxiliaries   $  

The  Sunday  School   $    The  Leagues   $  

Pastor's  Name   

Address    ZIP  

Clerk's  Name   

Address   ZIP  

Treasurer's  Name   

Address   ZIP  

S.  S.  Superintendent's  Name  ,  


Address  ZIP. 

W.  A.  President's  Name  


Address   ZIP 

League  Director's  Name   


Address    ZIP 
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Information  for  the  Layman's  League  Board 

of  the 

North  Carolina  State  Convention  of  Original 
Free  Will  Baptists 

ear  Co-Laborers: 

The  Layman's  League  Board  is  seeking  better  to  serve  the  churches  of  the  North 
jarolina  State  Convention.  Please  read  carefully  and  supply  the  following  information 
pr  the  board.  This  form  should  be  returned  with  your  regular  report  to  the  secretary 
tf  the  convention. 

.    Name  of  Church  .  

Address  .  .  .  . 


Conference  or  Association 
County   - 


Church  Clerk 
Address   


Does  vour  church  have  a  Layman's  League?  yes_ 
President's  Name  


no_ 


Address 


Secretary's  Name 


Add 


ress 


With  guidance  from  the  Layman's  League  Board  would  there  be  a  possibility  of 

organizing  a  Lavman's  League  in  vour  church?    yes  ;  no  Please 

supply  the  board  with  the  name  and  address  of  a  good  layman  to  serve  as  contact 
person  in  your  church. 

Name   .  .  


Address 


hank  you  for  vour  cooperation! 


YOUR  LAYMAN'S  LEAGUE  BOARD 


THE  ORIGIN  OF  THE  FREE  WILL 
BAPTISTS  AMONG  ENGLISH 
GENERAL  BAPTISTS 

(Continued  from  Page  3) 


hurches  among  them,  for  a  group  of 
hem  wrote  to  their  brethren  in  Staf- 
ordshire,  England,  stating  their  de- 
sire to  be  supplied  with  a  ministry 
i>r  books.    This  letter  which  has  not 
survived,  implies  that  already  a  small 
p~oup  of  believers  were  gathered  who 
elt  the  need  of  a  spiritual  leader  or 
>rinted  materials  to  guide  them  in  the 
)rdering  of  their  lives  as  settlers  in 
in  untamed  wilderness.    Their  re- 
quest was  taken  before  the  annual 
neeting  of  the  General  Association 
)f  General  Baptists  held  in  Whites 
\lley  Church,  Morefields,  London,  on 
June  3-5,  1702.  This  Association  had 
arlier  severed  its  relations  with  the 
taiain  body,  the  General  Assembly, 
over  a  doctrinal  issue  concerning  the 
Person  of  Christ.    The  Association 
pok  the  following  action  on  the  re- 
quest from  their  brethren  across  the 


Atlantic:  "Whereas  our  brethren  of 
the  Baptist  persuasion  and  of  the 
general  faith  who  have  their  abode 
in  Carolina  have  desired  to  supply 
them  with  a  Ministry  or  with  books, 
we  being  not  able  at  present  to  doe 
the  former  have  collected  the  sum  of 
seven  pounds  twelve  shillings  wch 
wth  wt  can  be  further  obtained  we 
have  put  into  the  hands  of  our  Bror. 
S.  Keeling  to  supply  ym  with  ye 
latter  and  yt  ye  said  Bror.  Keeling 
doe  wright  a  letter  to  them  in  the 
name  of  this  Assembly."  2 

We  have  no  record  of  the  organiza- 
tion of  a  Baptist  church  resulting  from 
these  contacts  between  General  Bap- 
tists in  England  and  their  brethren 
in  North  Carolina.  Some  of  the  latter 
may  have  later  been  organized  into  a 
church  by  one  of  the  ministers  as- 
sociated with  Paul  Palmer  or  even  by 


Palmer  himself.  It  should  be  re- 
membered that  in  most  instances 
Baptists  would  meet  for  study  and 
worship  in  homes  rather  than  houses 
erected  for  worship,  so  that  meetings 
of  like-minded  brethren  could  have 
been  held  over  a  period  of  several 
years  without  any  formal  organiza- 
tion of  a  church,  especially  in  the 
absence  of  an  ordained  minister. 
Meetings  in  homes  had  been  the  pat- 
tern among  Baptists  in  England  for 
several  decades.  Henry  Sator,  an 
English  General  Baptist  who  settled 
in  Maryland  in  1709,  invited  Bap- 
tist ministers  to  preach  in  his  house 
for  several  years  before  a  church  was 
formally  established  in  1742.  One  of 
the  ministers,  who  is  said  to  have 
preached  there  and  baptized  nine  per- 
sons, was  Paul  Palmer.  3  If  there 
were  no  Baptist  ministers  among  the 
settlers  in  North  Carolina  during  the 
early  years  of  the  eighteenth  cen- 
tury, small  groups  in  need  of  leader- 
ship would  simply  have  to  wait  until 
a  man  with  the  requisite  qualities 
and  ministerial  ordination  should  ap- 
pear. At  that  time  there  was  no 
precedent  among  English  Baptists 
for  sending  men  to  the  colonies  or 
anywhere  else  abroad  for  the  pur- 
pose of  making  converts  and  estab- 
lishing churches.  It  was  thirty  years 
before  John  Wesley  came  to  America 
with  the  idea  of  evangelizing  the  In- 
dians, and  no  other  Anglicans  or 
Dissenters  had  shown  any  interest 
in  doing  evangelistic  work  in  the 
southern  colonies  before  the  eigh- 
teenth century.  4 

(Continued  Next  Issue) 

)  FOOTNOTES 

According  to  o  note  by  W  F.  Whitley  in 
The  Baptist  Quarterly,  New  Series,  Vol  8.  p 
316.  o  Doctor  John  Hommersley  emigrated  to 
Albemorle  Sound  on  the  Perquimons  River  in  North 
Carolina,  where  he  did  good  work  until  at  least 
1742.  Hammersley  had  been  a  member  of  the  Stone 
Church  in  Staffordshire,  England,  which  cor- 
responded with  the  General  Association  of  General 
Baptists  in  1  702  and  secured  a  gift  of  books  to 
the  Carol  ma  settlers 

2  Minutes  of  the  General  Association  as  pre- 
served in  Minutes  of  the  General  Assembly  of 
General  Baptists,  edited  by  W  T  Whitley,  Vol 
I.  p  75 

3  David  Benedict,  A  General  History  of  the 
Baptist  Denomination  in  America,  Vol  II,  Boston, 
1813,  p  13 

4  The  Society  for  the  Propagation  of  the  Gos- 
pel (Anglican)  sent  its  first  two  missionaries  to 
North  Carolina  in  1  708 


NOTICE! 

The  Free  Will  Baptist  Press 
Foundation  and  the  Ayden  Bible  and 
Bookstore,  along  with  the  branch 
stores  at  Smithfield,  New  Bern,  and 
Wilson,  will  be  closed  Monday,  Sept- 
ember 2,  in  observance  of  Labor 
Day.  They  will  be  be  open  Tues- 
day, September  3,  at  the  usual  hours. 
Thank  you. 
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Of  Denominational  Interest 


Mr.  and  Mrs.  Cowan  Honored 
By  Rose  of  Sharon  Church 


On  Sunday,  July  14,  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Marvin  Cowan,  Route  1,  Roberson- 
ville,  were  honored  by  the  members 
of  Rose  of  Sharon  Free  Will  Baptist 
Church  for  their  many  years  of 
faithful  service  to  God,  the  church, 
and  their  community  of  Bear  Grass. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Cowan  are  charter 
members  of  the  Sunday  school,  which 
was  organized  in  1935.  Mr.  Cowan, 
served  as  superintendent  of  the  school 
for  36  years,  along  with  his  duties 
as  treasurer  of  the  church  and  various 
other  offices.  He  has  served  in  the 
capacity  of  custodian  of  the  building 
and  grounds  as  well  as  head  deacon 
for  many  decades.  Through  his  vali- 
ant efforts  the  pulpit  has  never  been 
empty  at  any  preaching  services 
or  Wednesday  night  prayer  meetings. 
He  always  fills  in  for  the  preacher  or 
teacher  on  a  minute's  notice. 

Mrs.  Cowan  has  acted  as  secre- 
tary for  the  adult  Sunday  school  class 
for  many  years.    She  has  served  as 


president,  vice-president,  and  trea- 
surer of  the  woman's  auxiliary  over 
the  years,  and  has  worked  beside  her 
husband  in  the  care  of  the  sanctuary. 

During  the  ceremonies  Mrs.  Cowan 
was  presented  a  bouquet  of  red  roses 
by  Mr.  Jack  Roberson,  one  of  the 
teachers  who  recently  suceeded  Mr. 
Cowan  as  teacher  of  the  young  peo- 
ple's class. 

The  Rev.  Gary  Bailey,  who  is  af- 
filiated with  Mount  Olive  College  as 
camp  manager  of  Eagles  Nest,  pre- 
sented Mr.  and  Mrs.  Cowan  a  plaque 
honoring  them  for  their  devotion  to 
their  church.  In  order  to  receive 
this  honor  there  has  to  be  $100 
or  more  donated  to  the  Free  Will 
Baptist  Heritage  Foundation  at  the 
college  in  the  name  of  the  honorees. 
The  Heritage  Foundation  Funds  are 
used  for  scholarships  for  worthy  and 
needy  students  who  are  attending  the 
college.  In  addition  to  the  plaque, 
a  bronze  bar  is  displayed  with  the 


recipients'  names  engraved  and  hung  I 
in  a  prominent  room  at  the  college. I 
After  the  regular  church  services,! 
which  included  a  warm  and  moving! 
message  by  the  Rev.  Joseph  Leh-| 
mann,  pastor  of  the  church,  on  the! 
exemplary  lives  of  this  gracious 
couple,  the  congregation  reassemb- 
led in  the  fellowship  hall  for  a  cover- 
dish  dinner. 

Homecoming  and  Revival 
At  Smyrna  Church 

The  Smyrna  Free  Will  Baptist 
Church,  Blount s  Creek,  will  observe 
its  annual  homecoming  on  Sunday, 
September  1,  with  the  pastor,  the 
Rev.  Joe  Edwards,  bringing  the  home- 
coming message.  This  will  be  follow- 
ed with  a  picnic  lunch  served  by  the; 
church  at  the  noon  hour. 

On  Monday  night,  following  the 
homecoming,  and  continuing  through 
Saturday  night,  September  7,  the  Rev. 
Jerry  B.  English  will  bring  a  series 
of  revival  messages.  He  will  be  as- 
sisted by  the  pastor  with  the  ser-! 
vices  beginning  each  evening  at  7:45. 
These  services  will  each  feature  goodJ 
preaching  and  special  singing. 
Everyone  is  cordially  invited  to  at-; 
tend  both  the  homecoming  and  all  the! 
revival  services  you  possibly  can.! 

Sound  Side  Youths  to 
Hold  Campfire  Service 

The  YFA  of  Sound  Side  Free  Will 
Baptist  Church,  Columbia,  under  thee 
direction  of  the  pastor,  the  Rev.  N. 
D.  Wiggs,  will  sponsor  an  afternooni 
and  evening  of  fun- filled  Christian! 
fellowship  down  on  the  sound  shored 
Saturday,  September  14.    The  acti- 
vities will  begin  around  3  p.m.  with 
various  types  of  recreation,  followed: 
with  a  cookout.   The  highlight  of  the] 
evening  will  be  campfire  service  of!l 
witnessing  for  the  Lord,  including] 
singing,    prayers,  and  testimonies.) 

Transportation  for  the  service  is- 
being  arranged  by  the  pastor.  Those j 
interested  in  attending  may  contact 
him  at  Route  2,  23  Crescent  Drive, 
Kinston,  North  Carolina  28501;  tele- 
phone 523-5243.  You  are  requested 
to  register  with  him  by  September  l.j 

Plans  are  being  made  for  a  bus 
to  leave  the  Kinstonian  Motel  at  12: 
30  p.m.,  the  cost  being  $3.50  per 
person.  However,  if  you  plan  to  at- 
tend by  car,  please  contact  Mrs. 
Madge  Van  Home,  Route  2,  Colum- 
bia, North  Carolina  27925,  telephone 
796-2151. 

Durham  Church  Has 
Great  Spiritual  Movement 

The  First  Free  Will  Baptist  Church 
of  Durham  (formerly  the  Edgemont 
church)  has  been  experienceing  an 
unusual  growth  and  spiritual  deep- 
continued  on  Page  15) 
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The 


Unmitigated 


by  the  Rev.  R.  P.  Harris 


Scriptural  Basic:    "Study  to  shew 
myself  approved  unto  God,  a  work- 
nan  that  needeth  not  to  be  ashamed, 
ightly  dividing  the  word  of  truth" 
h  Timothy  2:15). 

CHRISTIANS  LEARN  MORE  ABOUT 
THE  VICTORIOUS  LIFE 

jit  is  through  the  study  of  God's 
word  that  we  learn  how  to  live 
Ijictorious  lives.  The  knowledge 
If  the  Holy  Scriptures  imparts  a 
|eling  of  security  and  prosperity  to 
Ipe  Christians.  The  sinner  cannot 
Ipjoy  this.  No  matter  how  much 
llioney  or  how  many  friends  one  has, 
mere  is  always  a  feeling  of  insecur- 
ity, doubt,  and  the  horrible  fear  of 
what  the  future  holds. 

I  There  is  no  experience  or  material 
Ihing  that  can  produce  peace  and  vic- 
Ipry  apart  from  a  saving  knowledge 
If  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ;  and  there 
s  no  other  place  to  find  this  knowledge 
|jhan  in  the  Holy  Bible.    There  are 
|ome  Christians  whose  lives  are  so 
jlttuned  to   God  that  a  reasonable 
|mount  of  Bible  knowledge  can  be 
ound  in  them,  but  we  need  to  go 
liirectly   to    the    Word    of  God  to 
Iferify     the     reality     of     the  ex- 
perience.     Sure   some  people  are 
wrought  to  Christ  by  the  testimony 
If  another  Christian,  but  they  cannot 
lontinue  to  be  sure  of  their  testi- 
mony unless  or  until  they  find  as- 
surance in  God's  Holy  Word. 

There  is  only  one  source  by  which 
he  can  achieve  victory  and  that  is 
he  source  given  by  God  to  us  through 
jhe  Lord  Jesus  Christ.   "But  thanks 
e  to  God,  which  giveth  us  the  vic- 
ory  through  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ" 
Jl  Corinthians  15:57).  There  should 
jilways  be  thankfulness  unto  God  for 
ilis  Son  who  brings  victory  to  us. 
le  brings  victory  to  us  when  we  en- 
gage in  Christian  activities.  Sure  the 


BIBLE  TIMES 

RIVERS,  LAKES,  and  SEAS 


by  Mrs.  Royce  Matthews 


The  rivers,  lakes,  and  seas  of  Bible  times  in  the  puzzle  above  are  circled 
for  you.  Were  you  able  to  find  all  of  them?  Remember  the  words  circled 
may  read  vertically,  horizontally,  or  diagonally,  and  may  be  spelled  forwards 
or  backwards. 

Thank  you  for  your  comments  on  these  puzzles.  We  hope  to  have  one  for 
you  every  other  week  in  the  future. 


devil  tries  us  and  tempts  us  on  every 
hand,  but  Jesus  supplies  us  with  grace 
and  power  sufficient  to  bring  victory. 
There  is  no  kind  of  defeat  than  can 
destroy  victory  in  the  soul  of  one  who 
is  fully  dedicated  to  Christ.  Also, 
there  is  no  power  that  can  take  us 
out  of  God's  hands. 

Just  remember,  it  is  Christ  who 
has  the  power  to  bring  victory  to 
your  life.  Give  Him  a  chance!  Yield 
your  life  to  Him  and  He  will  bring 
victory  and  peace  to  your  soul. 

The  Word  of  God  promises  that 
there  will  be  rewards  for  those  who 
live  a  victorious  life.  "Blessed 
is  the  man  that  endureth  temptation: 
for  when  he  is  tried,  he  shall  receive 
the  crown  of  life,  which  the  Lord 
hath   promised   to   them   that  love 


him"  (James  1:12).  The  crown  of 
life  means  that  the  victory  has 
been  won  and  that  all  God's  promises 
and  provisions  for  everlasting  hap- 
piness have  been  satisfied.  Glory! 
What  a  victory!  What  joy!  Everlast- 
ing peace  and  eternal  victory  is 
ours.  Praise  His  holy  name! 

Think  of  all  the  rewards  which  go 
along  with  the  crown  of  life:  eter- 
nal deliverance  from  all  evil  things; 
no  more  death,  sorrow,  sickness,  or 

disappointment;  no  more  separation 
from  love  ones  or  friends;  no  more 
poverty  or  need  for  anything.  God 
will  give  us  all  the  desires  of  our 
hearts  and  He  will  make  us  happy  and 
full  of  joy  forever.  The  is  the  UN- 
MITIGATED TRUTH.     Praise  God! 
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Free  Will  Baptist  Children's  Home 

"A  Christian  Home  for  Boys  and  Girls" 
MiniM.I  SI  X.  NORTH  CAROLINA  27557 
MR.  SAMMY  WEEKS,  Superintendent  -  Phone  (919)235-4079 


SAD  REGRETS 


It  is  with  regret  that  we  announce 
the  death  of  Terry  Thomas.  He  was 
accidently  electrocuted  August  14, 
1974.  Terry  was  a  member  of  the 
Children's  Home  family  from  August, 
I960,  until  he  was  discharged  in 
June,  1971. 


LETTER  TO 
CHURCHES 


On  behalf  of  the  Children's  Home, 
I  would  like  to  extend  my  deepest 
appreciation  to  you  for  your  faith- 
ful support  to  the  Children's  Home 
this  past  and  preceding  years.  Each 
year  your  contributions  have  in- 
creased, but  little  real  gain  has  been 
made  because  of  the  increased  cost 
of  living.  I  need  not  tell  you  about 
the  sharp  rise  in  food  and  fuel  costs 
because  you  have  felt  the  sting  of  it 
also.  So  let  me  say  that  the  monies 
we  have  been  receiving  is  just  enough 
to  live  on. 

The  year  of  1974  has  found  us  once 
again  in  a  building  program.  The 
living  situation  in  the  Albemarle  I 
and  II  Cottages  was  almost  unbear- 


able and  it  was  unsafe.  To  remedy 
this  situation  we  had  to  go  into  an 
extensive  renovation  of  the  Albemarle 

I  Cottage  and  the  construction  of  a 
new  cottage  to  replace  the  Albermarle 

II  Cottage  which  was  economically 
unsound  for  renovation.  The  new 
cottage  has  been  named  the  State 
Cottage  after  our  North  Carolina 
State  Convention  of  Original  Free 
Will  Baptists.  It  is  located  in  the 
southeast  corner  of  the  campus  and 
should  be  ready  for  occupancy  by  mid- 
September.  The  cost  of  the  Albe- 
marle I  Cottage's  renovation  and 
building  of  the  State  Cottage  will  be 
approximately  $90,000.  If  we  get  this 
work  finished  and  paid  for  we're  go- 
ing to  have  to  receive  financial  help 
from  every  church;  so,  we  are  asking 
each  of  you  to  help  us. 

Each  year  a  special  love  offering 
is  received  for  the  Children's  Home 
at  the  State  Convention.  This  year's 
convention  will  be  held  at  the  Kenan 
Memorial  Auditorium,  Kenansville, 
on  September  11,  12.  We  are  re- 
questing that  each  church  either  bring 
or  send  $200  to  the  Convention  for 
the  Home.  That  amount  will  not 
pay  the  total  cost  of  construction; 
but  if  each  church  will  give  its 
share,  a  large  payment  can  be  made. 

In  closing,  I'll  only  say  that  your 
Children's  Home  has  a  need  and 
your  church  can  filfill  that  need  by 
giving  a  $200  love  offering  at  the 
State  Convention.  I  am  confident  that 
each  of  you  will  honor  this  request. 
Please  continue  to  remember  us 
in  your  daily  prayers  and  visit  us 
whenever  you  can.  May  God  bless 
you  and  yours  for  your  willingness  to 
help  us. 

In  His  service, 

Sam  Weeks,  Superintendent 


In  Memoriam 

IN  LOVING  MEMORY  OF 
FLOYD  P.  BAKER 

It  was  early  Monday  morning,  just 
after  midnight,  on  July  29,  1974,  that 
the  death  angel  entered  the  room  of 
our  beloved  brother,  Floyd  Parker 
Baker,  and  took  him  home  to  be  with 


the  Lord.  This  room  was  in  Wayne! 
Memorial  Hospital  in  Goldsboro. 

Floyd  was  born  in  Lenoir  County 
near  the  Caswell  Training  School 
in  Kinston.  The  name  of  this  school! 
was  later  changed  to  Lenoir  Center 
and  is  still  in  the  town  of  Kinston 
He  was  born  July  1,  1918,  making 
his  stay  on  earth  56  years  and  2' 
days.  He  has  left  one  brother  be- 
hind, Joe  Wayne  Baker,  whose  nick- 
name is  "Tony."  He  is  also  sur- 
vived by  six  sisters,  of  which  I  air 
one. 

Floyd  was  loved  greatly  by  his  wife 
and  three  children.  He  was  als< 
loved  by  his  brother,  his  sisters 
his  neighbors,  and  his  church  friends 
He  would  drive  his  car  out  of  thewaj 
to  get  someone  to  take  them  to  church 
I  can  remember  many  cold,  rainj 


nights  when  Floyd  and  his  wife,  Ed 
na,  would  come  after  me  to  go  witfcj 
them  to  quarterly  meetings.  They 
always  helped  me  get  back  home 
when  I  had  no  other  way.  This  wa 
surely  appreciated. 

Floyd  was  a  member  of  Pleasan 
Hill  Free  Will  Baptist  Church,  Routq 
2,  Pikeville.  He  always  attende; 
church  as  long  as  he  was  able.  He) 
served  as  superintendent  of  the  Sun-: 
day  school  for  20  years ,  and  als^ 
served  as  chairman  of  the  board  o: 
deacons. 

His  body  was  laid  to  rest  in  th 
church  cemetery  beneath  a  beautifu 
mound  of  flowers. 

Yes,  our  hearts  were  left  sad  a 
grieved  when  he  passed  away,  but  we 
all  tried  to  act  humble  and  submis 
sive  to  God's  holy  will. 

As  I  look  back  now  of  days  goro 
by,   I  know  I  was  looking  throu, 
a  glass  darkly.  I  truly  believe  that  ij 
we  live  by  faith  and  prayer,  we  wilEj 
meet  Floyd  again  in  the  sweet  by  andj 
by-  ,  I 


My  Choice 
If  I  had  the  choice 

Of  another  day; 
I'd  choose  the  same  Saviour 

That  led  us  today. 

I'd  choose  the  same  brothers 

Who  helped  me  along; 
I'd  choose  the  same  sisters 

Who  sang  me  a  song. 

I'd  choose  the  brothers 

And  sisters-in-law, 
Because   in  them  there  was  love 

And  good  things  that  I  saw. 

I'd  choose  the  same  Jesus 

To  lead  the  new  day; 
I'd  choose  the   same  mother  anc 
friends 

Who  taught  me  to  pray! 

Written  by  his  sister, 
Mrs.  Adele  Baker  Hinnant 
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(Continued  from  Page  12) 
ning  for  the  past  ten  weeks.  The 
lev.  M.  E.  Cox  accepted  the  pas- 
arate  of  the  church  the  first  Sunday 
l  June,  1974.  Since  then  the  church 
as  received  34  new  members  by 
onversion,  state  of  faith,  and  let- 
:;r .  The  majority  of  these  new  mem- 
ers  have  been  in  their  middle  age. 
lany  redications  and  other  decisions 
ave  also  been  made. 

Under  Mr.  Cox's  ministry  the  of- 
;rings  of  the  church  have  doubled, 
nd  the  church  has  just  purchased 
nd  paid  for  a  new  organ.  There 
;  a  great  spirit  of  joy  and  antici- 
ation  from  service  to  service.  The 
astor  credits  this  movement  be- 
ause  the  members  have  kept  the 
uth  and  have  permitted  the  Holy 
Dirit  to  use  them  as  a  contribu- 
ng  factor.  Truly  there  is  a  spiritual 
tmosphere  and  a  friendliness  seldom 
>und  in  a  church  congregation. 

The  church  has  a  tremendous  musi  - 
al  program  and  the  youth  work  is 
rowing.  With  every  service  you 
ill  find  the  church  filled. 

The  Sunday  evening  services  are 
roadcasted  directly  from  the  church 
ver  radio  station  WTIK  which  has  a 
stening   audience  of  over  12,000. 

The  church  wishes  to  share  this 
siritual  movement  with  you  in  hopes 

will  encourage  others  to  do  like- 
ise  and  to  tell  you  that  God  is  still 
iessing.  The  church  members  also 
jquest  that  since  so  many  sick 
jrsons  are  brought  to  Duke  and 
atts  Hospitals  here  in  Durham,  that 
)u  call  on  them  for  any  service 
ley  might  render  to  you  and  your 
ck  friends.  The  church  has  a 
sitation  team  that  will  be  happy  to 
sit  your  sick  while  they  are  con- 
ned here. 


Sari  Glenn  to  Conduct 
Spring  Branch  Revival 


The  Rev.  Earl  H.  Glenn,  pas- 
tor of  the  First  Free  Will  Baptist 
Church,  Goldsboro,  will  be  the  guest 
minister  for  revival  services  at 
Spring  Branch  Free  Will  Baptist 
Church,  Route  2,  Walstonburg,  the 
week  of  September  2-6.  Services 
will  begin  each  evening  at  7:45  with 
the  pastor,  the  Rev.  E.  C.  Morris, 
assisting  Mr.  Glenn.  Special  music 
will  be  rendered  each  evening. 

The  pastor  and  the  church  member- 
ship extend  a  warm  welcome  to  every- 
one who  will  to  attend  these  services 
and  enjoy  the  messages  and  Christian 
fellowship. 


ATTENTION  LADIES 
All  life  award  and  auxiliary  pins 
are  to  be  ordered  with  $25  included 
for  each  award  made.  Mail  orders 
to  Mrs.  H.  L.  Spivey,  Box  82,  Maury, 
North  Carolina  28554. 

Sunday  School  Lesson 

(Continued  from  Page  7) 

booklet  written  by  F.  B.  Meyer.  The 
booklet  said,  "If  you  are  not  willing 
to  surrender  everything  to  God,  are 
you  willing  to  be  made  willing  about 
everything?" 

Alone  before  God,  Chapman  said, 
"I  am  willing."  Then  God  brought 
before  the  preacher  his  ambition, 
his  personal  ease,  his  home,  and  other 
things.  He  gave  them  to  the  Lord 
one  by  one. 

"Last  of  all,"  said  Chapman,  "my 
will  was  surrendered  about  every- 
thing. Then,  without  any  emotion  .  .  . 
I  said,  'My  Father,  I  now  claim 
from  Thee  the  infilling  of  the  Holy 
Spirit.'  From  that  moment  to  this  He 
has  been  a  living  reality." 

Chapman  found  that  for  him  Bible 
study  and  preaching  were  new,  for  it 
was  done  in  the  power  of  the  in- 
dwelling Holy  Spirit.  There  was  a 
greater  measure  of  blessing  in  Chap- 
man's preaching,  and  eventually 
he  was  called  to  the  ministry  of 
evangelism  that  made  his  name  a 
household   word  around  the  world. 

God  is  willing  to  make  our  lives 
fruitful  in  His  service. -David  Mc- 
Carthy. 

Questions  &  Answers 

(Continued  from  Page  5) 
will  be  like  unto  Sodom  and  Gomor- 
rha  as  they  then  sinned  against  God. 

It  would  be  well  for  us  now  in  this 
age  to  apply  the  inspired  words  spoken 
personally  by  Daniel  to  Nebuchad- 
nezzar when  he  had  taken  things 
in  his  own  hands,  ignoring  God  and  His 


teachings:  "Wherefore,  O  king,  let 
my  counsel  be  acceptable  unto  thee, 
and  break  off  thy  sins  by  righteous- 
ness, and  thine  iniquities  by  shewing 
mercy  to  the  poor;  if  it  may  be  a 
lengthening  of  thy  tranquility"  (Dan- 
iel 4:27). 

Even  though  God  spoke  these  words 
personally  to  the  king  of  Babylon  in 
Daniel's  day,  they  manifest  funda- 
mental truth  that  may  guide  aright 
anyone  at  any  time  when  they  are 
obeyed.  The  same  is  true  of  any 
fundamental  moral  and  spiritual 
teaching  in  any  part  of  God's  Word. 
However  it  remains  a  fact  that  when 
God  says  Israel,  He  means  Israel; 
and  when  He  says  the  Gentile  na- 
tions or  mentions  anyone  of  them  He, 
means  that  nation.  When  He  refers 
to  the  church,  He  means  the  church 
in  the  light  of  the  context  in  which 
the  reference  appears. 


New  Growth 

(Continued  from  Page  9) 

and  despair  when  He  was  rejected 
time  and  time  again?  He  was  lied 
about,  spat  upon,  ridiculed,  betray- 
ed, and  crucified  between  two  thieves. 
There  were  times  when  He  must 
have  felt  He  didn't  have  a  friend  left 
on  earth.  In  the  Garden  of  Geth- 
semane  He  left  all  alone  when  His 
disciples  slept  while  He  prayed  un- 
til sweat  as  great  drops  of  blood 
popped  from  the  pores  in  His  face; 
likewise,  during  His  crucifixion,  when 
He  prayed,  "My  God!  My  God!  Why 
hast  thou  forsaken  me?" 

This  wasn't  remote  coolness  or 
aloofness;  He  was  experiencing  utter- 
most sorrow.  He  was  in  earnest 
for  He  had  physical  feelings.  He 
was  in  pain;  but  no  physical  pain 
is  as  profound  as  the  separation  from 
God.  "My  God!  My  God!"  Can't 
you  hear  the  desperation  in  those 
words  as  they  rang  like  thunder 
over  the  jeering  angry  mob?  "My 
God!  My  God!"  Every  sin  of  man- 
kind was  made  audible  in  that  cry 
of  anguish. 

He  was  God;  yet,  He  was  man.  I'm 
sure  He  didn't  have  an  easy  life 
obeying  God  with  the  nature  and  de- 
sires of  man.  He  experienced  every 
pain,  joy,  sorrow,  and  humiliation 
we've  ever  experienced,  except  His 
was  to  a  worse  degree.  It  must  have 
been  doubly  hard  for  Him,  because  at 
any  moment  He  could  have  called 
a  legion  of  angels  to  His  defense. 
It  must  have  crossed  His  mind  for 
He  was  human  flesh.  He  was  real! 
And,  praise  God,  He  was  triumphant! 
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j fpn n O Y  COM 

DUKE  UN IVERSITY 

DURHAM,  N .  C.  27703 


AN  URGENT  PLEA 
FROM  YOUR 
HOME  MISSIONS  DIRECTOR- TREASURER 


Taylor  Hill 


I  hope  you  will  give  this  ad  your  careful  consideration.  Due  to  the  fact  that  man] 
of  our  churches  are  still  in  the  dark  about  the  work  going  on  in  our  Home  Mis; 
sions  Department,  we  will  have  Booster  Rallies  spotted  throughout  the  state  th«j 
first  week  in  September.  We  cannot  go  to  all  of  you  because  we  have  not  beet 
able  to  afford  a  full-time  field  worker;  so  we  hope  you  will  make  a  special  ef 
fort  to  attend  these  rallies  and  meet  us  halfway.  We  need  your  cooperation  ir 
order  to  get  the  boost  we  need  at  this  time. 

At  these  rallies  we  will  have  special  singing,  slide  pictures,  and  up-to-date  informa 
tion  on  six  locations  that  are  now  serving  as  mission  points.  These  locations  ar< 
as  follows:  Fayetteville,  Hope  Mills,  Henderson,  West  Hillsborough,  Charlotte,  an< 
Leland,  North  Carolina.  Our  missionaries  and  several  of  the  mission  members  wi] 
participate  in  these  rallies. 

Our  Home  Missions  and  Church  Extension  Department  must  rank  high  on  oui 
priority  list  if  it  is  to  continue  to  grow  and  bear  fruit. 

Listed  below  are  the  dates  and  locations  of  the  Booster  Rallies.  We  sincerely 
hope  your  church  will  be  represented  at  the  one  nearest  you.  Remember,  we  neec 
a  boost;  so  please  bring  a  nice  offering,  and  it  is  certain  that  our  Lord  will  blesj 
you.     All  the  rallies  will  begin  promptly  at  8  p.m. 

Monday,  September  2  Eastwood  Church,  Fayetteville 

Tuesday,  September  3  Sherron  Acres  Church,  Durham 

Wednesday,  September  4  First  Church,  Tarboro 

Thursday,  September  5  Black  Jack  Church  near  Greenville 

Friday,  September  6  Antioch  Church,  New  Bern 

Saturday,  September  7  Sandy  Plain  Church,  Beulaville 
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THE 


Will  Baptist 

AYDEN,  NORTH  CAROLINA,  WEDNESDAY,  SEPTEMBER  4,  197  4 


S  E  P  6  mi 


i 


mU  the  lead     tlwle,  m  km  mi  bm  it 

mk  Jim  • 

Question:  Is  this  man  a  candidate  for  a 

rest  home? 


They,  Too,  Are  His  Own 

They  lie  in  their  beds  motionless,  oblivious  to  the  time- -whether  it 
be  day  or  night --often  not  even  knowing  where  they  are  and  caring  less, 
wishing,  rather,  that  they  could  cease  to  live.  Some  of  the  more  "fortu- 
nate" are  able  to  sit  up,  yet  still  in  bed,  and  are  able  to  look  around  the 
room,  at  this  wall  and  that  wall,  perhaps  through  the  window  at  the  grass, 
the  sky,  the  sun,  or  the  empty  blackness.  A  table  and  a  chair,  a  water 
pitcher,  a  glass,  a  cabinet,  an  occasional  vase  of  flowers:  These  are 
their  company. 

Others  of  them  sit  in  wheelchairs  for  endless  hours  which  stretch  on 
to  endless  days,  welcoming  the  night  when  they  can  be  helped  to  their 
beds  by  a  kind  nurse  or  an  attendant,  hoping  and  praying  for  a  restful 
sleep,  fearing  the  morning  which  is  bound  to  come,  but  accepting  the 
fact  that  here  they  must  be- -that  it  is  best  for  them- -though  their  hearts 
ache  for  former  times  when  they  were  well  enough  to  be  on  their  own 
and  were  able  to  see  to  their  own  necessities.  Their  loved  ones  visit 
them,  helpless  to  make  things  any  better,  though  wishing  they  could. 
When  they  leave,  their  hearts  are  perhaps  the  sadder- -to  see  a  mother 
or  a  father  confined  to  a  hospital  for  the  sick  and  aged:  a  rest  home 
where  little  real  rest  is  realized.  Still,  such  is  a  necessary  thing,  for 
these  dear  elderly,  sick  people  need  care  which  cannot  be  provided  other- 
wise. 

Some  of  these  resident  patients  have  no  family  at  all,  and  perhaps 
their  plight  is  worse- -seldom  having  a  visitor  at  all- -and  if  any,  a  social 
worker,  a  minister,  or  a  compassionate  soul  who  makes  it  his  or  her 
business  to  visit  whomever  whenever.  .  .  .  Sadder  than  this,  however, 
is  the  sick,  elderly  mother  whose  son  pops  in  once  a  month,  too  much 
in  a  hurry  even  to  sit  by  her  bed  for  half  an  hour,  having  just  enough 
time  to  peck  a  hurried  kiss  on  her  forehead  and  to  be  on  his  way,  each 
brief  visit  breaking  her  heart  more  than  the  last. 

Someday,  if  we  live  long  enough,  each  of  us  will  become  old,  too  feeble 
to  shift  for  ourselves;  and  we,  too,  may  find  ourselves  confined  to  the 
sometimes  insensitive  surroundings  of  a  rest  home.  The  doctors  and 
nurses  and  the  administration  do  their  utmost  to  provide  comfort  and 
to  give  medical  attention,  and  are  as  personable  as  they  can  be;  yet, 
they  are  not  equipped  physically  or  emotionally  to  provide  all  that  is 
needed,  however  hard  they  try.  We,  the  general  public,  must  make  it 
our  business  to  go  about  doing  good.  Surely,  at  least  one  day  a  week 
we  can  find  the  time  to  visit  a  rest  home  to  let  those  bound  there  (by 
choice  or  force)  know  that  the  whole  world  is  not  cold  and  indifferent, 
that  there  is  compassion  left  in  the  hearts  of  some  who  empathize  with 
their  needs. 

A  pat  on  the  shoulder,  a  squeeze  of  the  hand,  a  light  touch  on  the  brow, 
a  smile,  a  soft  hello,  a  few  minutes'  visit,  perhaps  a  flower  picked  from 
the  garden,  or  merely  a  look  of  understanding:  How  unlimited  can  be 
the  value  of  these  seemingly  insignificant  gestures  to  the  aged  and  bed- 
ridden! How  much  good  these  small  acts  of  kindness  can  do,  and  how 
rewarding  to  the  heart  of  the  doer  as  he  leaves,  knowing  that  for  at  least 
a  brief  period  he  has  made  life  a  little  more  bearable  for  someone! 
Though  he  would  not  wish  to  use  himself  as  an  example,  this  writer  must 
confess  that  he  has  never  visited  a  sick  or  aged  person,  whether  in  a 
rest  home  or  someplace  else,  that  he  did  not  come  away  touched  and 
filled  with  an  indescribable  feeling  of  blessedness. 

In  accord  with  this,  your  editor  is  well  acquainted  with  a  gracious 
lady  who  epitomizes  Christian  principles- -a  lady  who  daily  does  some 
good  deed  for  victims  of  dire  circumstances.  This  lady,  though  herself 
not  in  the  best  of  health,  has  seen  fit  (not  out  of  duty,  but  sincere  de- 
sire) to  cook  goodies,  to  tape  sermons,  to  prepare  baskets  of  fruit,  to 
do  things  too  numerous  to  mention  for  people  in  need- -people  who  per- 
haps only  need  her  genuine  smile  and  her  musical  voice  which  are  a 
permanent  part  of  her  makeup.  We  esteem  this  lady  highly,  and  we 
treasure  her  friendship  and  admire  her  for  the  unselfish  spirit  she  mani- 
fests constantly.  And,  there  are  others,  surely- -men  as  well- -who  go 
about  doing  unto  the  "least  of  these"  and  therefore  do  it  unto  and  for 
their  Lord. 

Sad  it  is,  yet,  that  too  few  of  us  make  it  our  business  to  be  about  His 
business;  for  though  we  may  be  unwilling  to  admit  it,  we  must  accept 
the  fact  that  if  we  have  not  done  it  unto  the  least  of  these,  we  have  not 
done  it  unto  Him!  Herein  lies  the  real  tragedy,  for  serving  our  Lord 
and  others  is  what  Christianity  is  all  about  anyhow;  and,  we  are  found 
wanting.  .  .  . 

They  lie  in  their  beds,  and  we  walk  on  our  feet- -but  all  too  often  in, 
the  other  direction.  'Tis  sad  indeed.  ...  fi  i  .1      ■  I 
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(Continued  from  Last  Issue) 

Sarly  Baptists  in  Eastern  Virginia 

Those  Baptists  who  settled  in  North 
Carolina  at  the  turn  of  the  century 
vere  soon  to  have  their  numbers  in- 
:reased  by  the  migration  of  General 
3aptists  from  Isle  of  Wight  County, 
Virginia,  where  the  earliest  Baptist 
hurch  was  established  about  1714. 
Uthough  Baptists  were  probably  re- 
siding in  Virginia  long  before  this 
late,  there  is  no  record  of  the  or- 
janization  of  a  church  until  a  small 
roup  in  Isle  of  Wight  County  ap- 
•ealed  to  the  Kent  Association  of 
Jeneral  Baptists  in  southeast  Eng- 
and,  who  in  turn  sent  out  mis- 
ionaries  to  Virginia. 

In  1708  and  the  next  two  years 
i  dozen  or  more  Baptist  churches  in 
Cent  and  Sussex  Counties  sent  rep- 
esentatives  to  the  annual  meetings 
f  the  Kent  Association.  Although 
hey  were  busy  discussing  the  recent 
upture  in  the  General  Assembly 
>ver  the  doctrinal  issue  raised  by 
Matthew  Caffyn,  who  espoused  a  pec  u- 
iar  notion  concerning  the  Person  of 
Christ,  they  decided  not  to  support 
he  General  Assembly  in  its  attempt 
o  define  the  doctrine  of  the  Person  of 
Christ  but  would  adhere  to  the  old 
tandard  of  1660  and  decline  to  ex- 
>lain  it  further.  It  was  probably  a 
vise  decision  in  view  of  Caffyn's 
nfluence  in  the  churches  of  Kent  and 
Sussex.  5 

The  Kent  Association  was  not  so 
/jlleeply  involved  in  the  controversy 
^hich  had  split  the  denomination  that 
t  could  not  give  attention  to  preaching 
|  he  gospel  and  establishing  churches 
n  new  areas.    For  this  reason  in 
711  five  Messengers  were  nominated 
it  once,  men  whose  duties  included 
vangelizing  new  areas  as  well  as  the 
|  oversight  of  the  churches  which  had 
*  :hosen  them  for  the  office  of  Mes- 
senger.   The  next  year  the  associa- 
9  ion  declared  that  it  would  choose 
j  is   many   Messengers   as  it  could 
:onveniently  place  in  service.  Six 
lew   nominations   followed,    and  it 
i  vas  agreed  that  while  their  work  lay 
:hiefly  among  the  churches  choosing 
;hem,     they    were    more  largely 
it  liberty  if  either  called  or  sent  to 
some  locality.    Then  in  1714  we  are 


informed  that  two  are  dispatched  to 
Virginia:  Robert  Norden  of  Warble - 
ton  and  Thomas  White  of  Sevenoaks. 
In  the  same  year  the  General  As- 
sembly, at  its  meeting  in  Glasshouse 
Yard  Church,  Goswell  Street,  London, 
on  May  19,  approved  the  appointment 
of  Norden  and  White  to  go  to  Virginia 
and  agreed  to  encourage  support  for 
their  mission.  In  a  separate  motion 
they  declared  that  "the  persons  ap- 
pointed to  go  to  Virginia  go  with  all 
convenient  speed,"  implying  a  note  of 
urgency  in  their  actions.  It  is  pos- 
sible that  both  the  Kent  Association 
and  the  General  Assembly  were  re- 
sponding to  a  request  from  Baptist 
settlers  in  Virginia  who  needed  a 
ministry,  just  as  earlier  Baptist 
settlers  in  North  Carolina  had  ap- 
pealed to  their  brethren  for  a  min- 
istry or  books.  The  action  of  the 
Kent  Association  in  appointing  Norden 
and  White  for  this  mission  is  note- 
worthy in  that  their  decision  to  send 
Messengers  to  Virginia  resulted  in 
the  organization  of  the  earliest  Bap- 
tist church  in  that  colony,  according 
to  Benedict, 6  and  the  fact  that  it  was 
a  General  Baptist  church. 

Thomas  White  is  reported  to  have 
died  on  the  voyage  to  Virginia,  but 
Norden  arrived  and  soon  thereafter 
gathered  a  church  at  a  place  called 
Burley  in  Isle  of  Wight  County. 7 
Then  in  1714,  the  Kent  Association 
chose  three  more  Messengers  to  go 
to  Virginia,  one  of  whom  was  Wil- 
liam Wood  of  Lewes,  who  returned  to 
England  after  a  brief  period  and 
settled  at  Ditchling  in  Sussex.  His 
early  return  raised  questions  among 
some  of  the  brethren  in  the  associa- 
tion since  part  of  his  travel  ex- 
penses had  been  paid  for  out  of  as- 
sociation funds.  The  other  Messen- 
gers chosen  to  go  that  year  were 
Thomas  Harrison  and  Thomas  Ben- 
ge,  but  the  latter  did  not  make  the 
journey  because  of  insufficient  funds 
collected.  Interest  in  the  Virginia 
mission  was  high,  but  the  effort  was 
crippled  to  some  extent  by  the  lack 
of  financial  support  from  the  churches 
and  by  the  method  of  choosing  candi- 
dates. But  enthusiasm  was  higher 
in  1717  when  five  more  churches  were 
represented  at  the  meeting  of  the  as- 
sociation. A  total  of  sixty -five  pounds 


was  raised  for  the  support  of  the 
Messengers.  The  following  year 
there  was  a  determined  effort  to 
create  more  interest  in  the  mission 
and  to  raise  money  for  its  support 
through  personal  visits  to  the 
churches.  The  fact  that  two  hundred 
pounds  was  raised  demonstrates  the 
zeal  with  which  these  General  Bap- 
tists, most  of  whom  were  poor  by 
our  standards,  undertook  to  supply 
a  ministry  for  the  work  in  Virginia. 

There  were  occasional  contacts 
between  leaders  of  the  association 
and  Robert  Norden  in  Virginia,  who 
expressed  a  desire  to  return  to  Eng- 
land in  1718.  The  association  con- 
sidered his  request  and  agreed  that  he 
should  return  if  someone  could  be 
found  to  replace  him.  Their  search 
for  a  suitable  replacement,  however, 
was  without  success,  even  though  Wil- 
liam Wood  was  chosen  to  go.  At 
the  next  meeting  of  the  association 
Wood  pleaded  ill  health  as  the  rea- 
son for  his  failure  to  undertake 
the  journey. 

It  should  be  remembered  that  the 
day  of  Protestant  missionary  activity 
had  not  yet  arrived.  William  Carey, 
who  is  regarded  as  the  pioneer  of 
modern  missions,  was  sent  to  India 
by  the  newly  organized  Baptist  Mis- 
sionary Society  in  1793.  Further- 
more, the  Messengers  of  the  Kent 
Association  were  seldom  expected 
to  go  beyond  the  boundaries  of  Kent 
and  Sussex  Counties  to  preach  the 
gospel.  A  trans- Atlantic  journey  of 
more  than  three  thousand  miles  was 
almost  unthinkable  unless  one  was 
prepared  to  settle  permanently  in  one 
of  the  colonies.  Few,  if  any,  of 
these  men  were  thinking  of  finding 
a  permanent  home  in  Virginia,  if 
for  no  other  reason  than  the  fact  that 
they  were  considered  emissaries  of 
the  churches. 

In  1724,  Norden  wrote  to  the  Gen- 
eral Assembly  to  request  that  body 
to  consider  the  advisability  of  his 
returning  to  England.  No  action  was 
taken  on  his  request  that  year  but 
the  following  year  Henry  Miller  and 
Robert  Messers,  both  Messengers, 
were  appointed  to  take  whatever 
action  they  deemed  necessary  and  to 
call  on  the  assistance  of  the  churches 
(Continued  on  Page  7) 
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SUNDAY,  SEPTEMBER  8 
Scripture  Reading-Psalm  25:10 

"I   Should   Really  Like  to  Know!" 

Said  the  Robin  to  the  Sparrow: 

"I  should  really  like  to  know, 

Why   these   anxious  human  beings, 
Rush  about  and  worry  so." 

Said  the  Sparrow  to  the  Robin: 

"Friend,  I  think  that  it  must  be 

That  they  have  no  heavenly  Father, 
Such  as  cares  for  you  and  me!" 

-Elizabeth  Cheney. 

Prayer  Thought 
Not  only  is  it  sinful  to  worry,  it 
is  unnecessary  and  time  consuming. 
If  we  were  to  spend  as  much  effort 
in  loving  God  and  attending  to  His 
business  as  we  do  in  worry,  we 
would  have  a  much  better  life. 

MONDAY,  SEPTEMBER  9 

Scripture  Reading-1  Timothy  1:14 
What  Am  I? 
"I  speak  every  language  and  enter 
every    corner    of    the  earth. 
"I  bring  information,  inspiration,  and 
recreation  to  all  who  heed  my 
words . 

"I  treat  all  persons  alike,  regard- 
less of  race,  color,  creed,  or 
condition. 

"I  have  power  to  stretch  man's 
vision,  to  deepen  his  feeling, 
and  to  enrich  his  life. 

"I  am  a  true  friend,  a  wise  coun- 
selor, and  faithful  guide. 

"I  am  as  silent  as  gravitation,  pliant 
and  powerful  as  the  electric 
currents,  and  enduring  as  the 
everlasting  hills. 

"I  am  the  Bread  of  Life  with  the 
message  of  salvation  for  every 
lost  soul. 

"I  am  the  Bible." 

-The  War  Cry. 


Prayer  Thought 
We  are  fortunate  enough  to  have 
access  to  the  Bible.  Make  good  use 
of  this  priceless  treasure  and  bene- 
fit from  it. 


TUESDAY,  SEPTEMBER  10 

Scripture  Reading-Psalm  42:11 
Be  Careful 

Aunt  Alice  came  downstairs  frown- 
ing with  a  miserable  headache.  She 
was  advised  to  go  back  to  bed  and  rest. 

"But  I  can't,"  she  replied.  "You 
see,  I  have  to  read  a  paper  at 
my  Saturday  morning  club,  and  I  just 
have  to  go.  I'll  take  a  couple  of 
headache  pills  and  get  by  somehow." 

The  next  morning  (Sunday),  she 
said:  "I  simply  can't  go  out  today 
with  this  headache.  Somebody  else 
will  have  to  take  my  Sunday  school 
class.  No,  you  needn't  phone  the 
superintendent.  There  will  be  some- 
one he  can  get .  Anybody  can  take  it . " 

Small  Dorothy  was  observing  it  all, 
and  doing  some  significant  learning. 
Later  in  life  she  may  be  one  of  those 
people  about  whom  we  ask  wonder ing- 
ly,  "Why  are  so  many  Christians 
so  indifferent?" --Selected. 

Prayer  Thought 
We  have  all  been  subjected  to  con- 
venient headaches.  Hopefully  God 
has  a  large  supply  of  aspirin  so  His 
head  will  not  be  aching  when  we  need 
Him. 


WEDNESDAY,  SEPTEMBER  11 

Scripture  Reading-1  John  1:7 
Faithful  to  the  End 

There  are  those  who  begin  well  in 
the  Christian  life  but  who  do  not 
"carry  through."  It  is  a  joy  to  see 
faithfulness  maintained  to  *he  end. 
A  beautiful  incident  was  told  in  a 
personal  letter  to  the  editor  last 
summer  from  the  widow  of  Dr.  Perry 
Valiant  Jenness,  the  well-known 
Presbyterian  pastor  of  Denver  who 
was  taken  home  to  be  with  the  Lord, 
at  seventy -four  years  of  age,  after 
an  operation  in  the  hospital.  Mrs. 
Jenness  wrote: 

"On  the  night  before  the  opera- 
tion, after  the  floor  nurse  had  made 
him  comfortable  for  the  night  and 
I  went  back  to  his  room,  he  said: 
'What  do  you  think  has  happened?' 
His  face  was  radiant.  'This  dear 
girl,  who  has  made  me  comfortable 
for  my  night's  rest  said,  as  she 
worked  over  me:  "Dr.  Jenness, 
I'm  a  good  girl,  and  I  go  to  church 
and  Sunday  school  when  I  can  get 
away  from  my  work,  but  I'm  not  a 
Christian.  Can  you  tell  me  how  to  be 
one?"  '  And  then  he  said:  'I 
had  her  hand  me  my  Bible,  and  I 
read  some  passages  to  her  and  prayed 
with  her,  and  gave  her  several  little 
tracts  that  were  in  my  handbag,  and 
she  has  promised  to  read  them,  and 
I'll  talk  with  her  again  when  I'm 
better.'  'Valiant'  --  yes,  valiant  to 
the  end  for  the  Lord  he  loved  so 
dearly  and  served  so  faithfully.  I 


stood  by  his  bed  and  held  his  dear 
hand  till  he  entered  the  gates  oj 
the  city  that  hath  foundations,  whose 
builder  and  maker  is  God!"-- 
Moody  Monthly. 

Prayer  Thought 
May  our  lives  be  such  that  we  are 
able  to  be  a  testimony  to  God  ever 
during  our  last  hours  here  on  earth 
Who  knows  what  soul  we  may  touch"! 

THURSDAY,  SEPTEMBER  12 

Scripture  Reading-2  Chronicles  1 
11,  12 

Wanted   Pocketbook   Baptized,  too! 

Dr.  R.  E.  Neighbour  was  in  the  bap- 
tismal pool  with  a  railway  engineer 
The  pastor  was  ready  to  proceec 
with  the  baptismal  service.  "Wait!' 
whispered  the  engineer;  "I  forgol 
something.  I  want  to  return  to  the 
robing  room,  and  get  my  pocket- 
book  and  let  you  baptize  it  with  me!'1 
O,  that  more  of  our  pocketbooks  were 
"baptized."  O,  that  more  of  God's 
children  were  taking,  with  serious- 
ness, their  financial  responsibilities 
to  God's  work!--W.  B.  K. 

Prayer  Thought 
Quite  a  few  pocketbooks  could  stanc 
the  sanctification  of  baptism.  We  are 
prone  to  forget  our  Benefactor  andi 
fail  to  give  to  Him  accordingly  as  Hej 
gives  to  us. 

FRIDAY,  SEPTEMBER  13 

Scripture  Reading-Matthew  11:28 
Changing  Pastures 

I  saw  a  painting  of  a  large  boat 
laden  with  cattle  that  were  being 
ferried  across  an  angry,  swollen 
river  in  time  of  storm.  The  artist 
had  so  cleverly  pictured  the  dark 
threatening  clouds  and  the  play  ot 
the  treacherous,  jagged  lightning  that 
I  immediately  concluded  that  thej 
freight  of  the  poor  dumb  cattle  was, 
marked  for  destruction.  But  the 
title  of  the  painting  was  simpls 
"Changing  Pastures."  Many  times, 
we  imagine  that  God's  plans  meai 
disaster  and  affliction,  but  He  is( 
simply  "changing  pastures,"  for  our 
good  and  the  welfare  of  our  brethren 
-  -  Selected. 

Prayer  Thought 
We  get  "up  tight"  so  very  quicklj 
without  even  trying  to  think  things 
through.    Many  times  how  we  reac 
to  a  situation  determines  the  outcome 

SATURDAY,  SEPTEMBER  14 
Scripture  Reading-1  Timothy  6:1' 
Sealed  Orders,   But  the  Cap  tail 
Aboard 

One  of  our  poets,  in  speaking  of  oui 
birth,  beautifully  says,  "Every  sou 
(Continued  on  Page  15) 
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Question:   Please  discuss,  "A  new 
Dmmandment  I  give  unto  you,  That  ye 
>ve  one  another;  as  I  have  loved 
I  ou,  that  ye  also  love  one  another, 
y  this  shall  all  men  know  that  ye 
e  my  disciples,  if  ye  have  love 
e   to  another"  (John  13:34,  35). 

Answer:  The  love  of  God  as  set 
>rth  in  John  13:14-17  cannot  be  fully 
xpressed  from  a  human  vocabulary. 

is  well  expressed  in  what  God  the 
ather  did  in  giving  Jesus  as  our  Sin 
earer  before  the  foundation  of  the 
orld  and  by  Jesus  as  offering  His 
fe  as  a  ransom  for  our  souls  at 
lat  ime.  "And  whosoever  will  be 
tiief  among  you,  let  him  be  your 
ervant:  Even  as  the  Son  of  man 
ame  not  to  be  ministered  unto,  but 
)  minister,  and  to  give  his  life  a  ran- 
om  for  many"  (Matthew  20:27,  28); 
For  even  the  Son  of  man  came  not 
be  ministered  unto,  but  to  minis - 
;r,  and  to  give  his  life  a  ransom  for 
any"  (Mark  10:45);  "For  this  is 
bod  and  acceptable  in  the  sight  of 
od  our  Saviour;  Who  will  have  all 
len  to  be  saved,  and  to  come  unto 
e  knowledge  of  the  truth.  For  there 
one  God,  and  one  mediator  between 
od  and  men,  the  man  Christ  Jesus; 
o  gave  himself  a  ransom  for  all, 
be  testified  in  due  time"  (1  Timo- 
[ry  2:3-6). 

Now  let's  view  what  is  said  in  the 
bove  quoted  verses  with  the  follow - 
lg:  "And  we  have  seen  and  do 
stify  that  the  Father  sent  the  Son 
be  the  Saviour  of  the  world.  Who- 
oever  shall  confess  that  Jesus  is  the 
on  of  God,  God  dwelleth  in  him, 
nd  he  in  God.    And  we  have  known 

tnd  believed  the  love  that  God  hath 
)   us.     God  is  love;  and  he  that 
jwelleth  in  love  dwelleth  in  God,  and 
Sod  in  him.  Herein  is  our  love  made 
[erfect,  that  we  may  have  boldness 
n  the  day  of  judgment:  because  as 
[e   is,    so   are   we  in  this  world, 
there  is  no  fear  in  love;  but  perfect 
Ipve  casteth  out  fear:  because  fear 
lath  torment.    He  that  feareth  is  not 
Kiade   perfect  in  love"  (1  John  4: 
14-18);  "For  the  love  of  Christ  con - 
Btraineth  us;  because  we  thus  judge, 
"hat  if  one  died  for  all,  then  were 
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all  dead:  And  that  he  died  for  all, 
that  they  which  live  should  not  hence- 
forth live  unto  themselves,  but  unto 
him  which  died  for  them,  and  rose 
again.  .  .  .  Therefore  if  any  man  be 
in  Christ,  he  is  a  new  creature: 
old  things  are  passed  away;  behold, 
all  things  are  become  new.  And  all 
things  are  of  God,  who  hath  recon- 
ciled us  to  himself  by  Jesus  Christ, 
and  hath  given  to  us  the  ministry  of 
reconciliation;  To  wit,  that  God  was  in 
Christ,  reconciling  the  world  unto 
himself,  not  imputing  their  tres- 
passes unto  them;  and  hath  committed 
unto  us  the  world  of  reconciliation. 
Now  then  we  are  ambassadors  for 
Christ,  as  though  God  did  beseech 
you  by  us:  we  pray  you  in  Christ's 
stead,  be  ye  reconciled  to  God.  For 
he  hath  made  him  to  be  sin  for  us, 
who  knew  no  sin;  that  we  might  be 
made  the  righteousness  of  God  in 
him"  (2  Corinthians  5:14,  15,  17- 
21);  "But  the  fruit  of  the  Spirit  is 
love,  joy,  peace,  longsuffering, 
gentleness,  goodness,  faith,  Meek- 
ness, temperance:  against  such  there 
is  no  law.  And  they  that  are  Christ's 
have  crucified  the  flesh  with  the  af- 
fections and  lusts.  If  we  live  in  the 
Spirit,  let  us  also  walk  in  the  Spirit" 
(Galatians  5:22-25);  "Beloved,  let  us 
love  one  another:  for  love  is  of  God; 
and  every  one  that  loveth  is  born  of 
God,  and  knoweth  God.  .  .  .  Beloved, 
if  God  so  loved  us,  we  ought  also  to 
love  one  another.  No  man  hath 
seen  God  at  any  time.  If  we  love 
one  another,  God  dwelleth  in  us,  and 
his  love  is  perfected  in  us.  Here- 
by know  we  that  we  dwell  in  him, 
and  he  in  us,  because  he  hath  given 
us  of  his  Spirit"  (1  John  4:7,  11- 
13);  "Jesus  answered  and  said  unto 
him,  If  a  man  love  me,  he  will 
keep  my  words:  and  my  Father  will 
love  him,  and  we  will  come  unto 
him,  and  make  our  abode  with  him" 
(John  14:23);  "No  man  can  serve  two 
masters:  for  either  he  will  hate  the 
one,  and  love  the  other;  or  else  he 
will  hold  to  the  one,  and  despise  the 
other,  Ye  cannot  serve  God  and  mam- 
mon" (Matthew  6:24);  "Herein  is  my 
Father  glorified,  that  ye  bear  much 
fruit;  so  shall  ye  be  my  disciples" 


(John  15:8);  "But  ye  shall  receive 
power,  after  that  the  Holy  Ghost  is 
come  upon  you:  and  ye  shall  be 
witnesses  unto  me  both  in  Jerusalem, 
and  in  all  Judaea,  and  in  Samaria, 
and  unto  the  uttermost  part  of  the 
earth"  (Acts  1:8);  "And  Jesus  came 
and  spake  unto  them,  saying,  All 
power  is  given  unto  me  in  heaven  and 
in  earth.  Go  ye  therefore,  and  teach 
all  nations,  baptizing  them  in  the 
name  of  the  Father,  and  of  the  Son, 
and  of  the  Holy  Ghost:  Teaching  them 
to  observe  all  things  whatsoever  I 
have  commanded  you:  and,  lo,  I  am 
with  you  alway,  even  unto  the  end 
of  the  world.  Amen"  (Matthew  28: 
18-20). 

Jesus  proved  His  love  for  us  in 
that  while  we  were  yet  sinners  and 
enemies  to  Him,  He  gave  His  life  a 
ransom,  and  He  died  on  the  cruel 
Cross  that  we  might  live.  God  so  loved 
us  in  the  lost  world  that  He  gave  His 
only  begotten  Son  to  die  in  our  place 
and  stead.  Now  if  He  so  loved  us 
the  Bible  teaches,  we  in  turn  should 
so  love  the  lost  of  our  generation 
that  we  would  give  our  lives  in  death 
for  them  if  it  be  necessary.  We 
should  always  remember  in  this  con- 
nection that  the  kind  of  giving  of  our- 
selves as  Jesus  taught  requires  that 
we  be  candidates  for  martyrs  if  God 
wills  that  we  should  go  that  way.  He 
said  of  us  Christians:  "Then  said 
Jesus  unto  his  disciples,  If  any  man 
will  come  after  me,  let  him  deny 
himself,  and  take  up  his  cross,  and 
follow  me.  For  whosoever  will 

save  his  life  shall  lose  it: 
and  whosoever  will  lose  his  life 
for  my  sake  shall  find  it.  For  what  is 
a  man  profited,  if  he  shall  gain  the 
whole  world,  and  lose  his  own  soul? 
or  what  shall  a  man  give  in  exchange 
for  his  soul?"    (Matthew  16:24-26). 

No  one  can  be  a  Christian  indeed 
and  in  truth  unless  he  is  a  mission- 
ary at  heart.  He  must  be  willing 
and  in  a  state  of  readiness  to  go  any- 
where in  the  world  at  anytime  and 
there  lay  down  his  life  for  Christ. 
To  be  Christlike,  which  is  what  being 
a  Christian  means,  He  must  say  with 
Christ  and  mean  it:  "...  not  my 
will,  but  thine,  be  done"  (Luke  22:42). 
Note  that  following  these  words  of 
surrender  uttered  by  Jesus,  "And 
there  appeared  an  angel  unto  him  from 
heaven,  strengthening  him"  (Luke  22: 
43).  Also  remember  with  this  what 
we  are  assured:  "The  angel  of  the 
LORD  encampeth  round  about  them 
that  fear  him,  and  delivereth  them" 
(Psalm  34:7).  They  shall  always  be 
near  us.  The  same  is  true  of  Satan 
and  his  evil  company  of  angels. 
We  need  not  fear  any  such  as  long 
as  we  walk  in  the  light  with  Christ, 
for  the  holy  angels  present  with  us 
(Continued  on  Page  15) 
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Cragmont  Woman's  Conference 
by  Ruth  L.  Warrick,  Corresponding 
Secretary 

The  theme  for  the  Cragmont 
Woman's  Conference  this  year  was 
"Victory  in  Jesus."  Also  the  theme 
song  was  "Victory  in  Jesus."  Truly 
it  was  just  that,  all  the  way. 

Monday  afternoon  we  arrived  at 
the  assemble  in  Black  Mountain,  142 
women,  and  were  greeted  by  our 
hosts,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Davenport  and 
the  staff,  who  assisted  us  with  our 
luggage  and  made  us  feel  we  were 
distinguished  guests. 

The  evening  meal,  as  they  all  were, 
was  delicious.  Mrs.  Dola  Dudley  and 
Mrs.  Lillie  Mae  Sasser,  codirectors 
of  the  conference,  led  us  in  a  short 
devotion,  followed  with  several  testi- 
monies. A  touching  good- night  pray- 
er was  prayed  by  Mrs.  Katie  Roper. 
Thus  began  a  jubilant  conference  of 
fellowship  and  blessings. 

Tuesday  morning  Mrs.  Esther  Pen- 
nington of  the  Little  Rock  church  at 
Lucama  brought  morning  devotions  on 
the  subject,  "God  Is  Great." 

The  first  class  in  the  tabernacle 
at  midmorning  was  a  music  class 
conducted  by  Mrs.  Alma  Dale.  Alma 
seemed  to  get  as  much  enjoyment 
from  this  as  did  the  students.  She 
directed  a  choir  (which  will  sing  at 
the  Mission  Rally  at  the  State  Con- 
vention), also  a  quartet,  and  arranged 
several  special  numbers  by  different 


members  of  the  choir  throughout  the 

week.  She  was  assisted  at  the  piano 
by  Mrs.  Nina  Grace  Register  of  the 
First  church,  Kinston. 

Mrs.  Dudley  recognized  seven  state 
officers  and  the  staff  members  in 
attendance. 

Mrs.  Queenie  Clark  brought  the 
morning  message  on  the  subject, 
"Victory  Through  Prayer."  Mrs. 
Queenie  has  been  going  to  Crag- 
mont for  years  and  as  always,  her 
message  was  a  challenge  to  a  more 
dedicated  prayer  life. 

Tuesday  afternoon  saw  many  of 
us  boarding  the  buses  for  a  two- 
hour  shopping  spree  at  one  of  the 
shopping  centers  in  Asheville. 

Tuesday  evening  Mrs.  Alice  Bar- 
row began  our  nightly  Bible  study 
on  the  Book  of  First  Peter  whose 
theme  is  "Sufferng  and  Glory."  Mrs. 
Barrow  blessed  our  hearts  with  her 
simple  and  pointed  explanations, 
verse  by  verse.  The  Cragmont 
Quartet  composed  of  Alma  Dale,  Nina 
Grace  Register,  Ruth  Warrick,  and 
Frances  Phillips  and  the  choir  ren- 
dered special  music  at  this  service. 

Wednesday  morning's  devotion  was 
given  by  Mrs.  Hettie  Sasser  of  Rains 
Cross  Roads  church.  Her  subject 
was  "God  Is  Powerful." 

During  the  music  class  Wednesday 
morning,  Mrs.  Louise  Murphy,  a 
Methodist  who  attended  the  confer- 
ence last  year,  came  back  this  year 


and  gave  her  testimony  of  God'j 
healing  power  in  her  life  following 
a  serious  auto  accident  in  which  hen 
husband  lost  his  life.  Following 
her  testimony,  Leah  McGlohon  sang! 
"I  Walked  Today  Where  Jesus  Walk- 
ed." 

Mrs.  Ruby  Hancock,  North  Caro- 
lina State  Woman's  Auxiliary  Presi- 
dent, brought  us  a  message  on  Stew- 
ardship. She  read  the  Scripture  fron 
Mark  12:41-44  concerning  the  wid 
ow's  mite.  Her  remarks  were  ar 
inspiration  to  all  of  us  to  use  oui 
time,  talent,  and  finances  for  oui 
Lord.  Mrs.  Carol  Prescott  sang 
"Jesus  Use  Me"  in  this  service. 
What  a  blessing! 

The  afternoon  trip  was  a  visit 
of  the  Biltmore  Estate  and  a  fabric 
center. 

Wednesday  evening  it  was  rain- 
ing, so  with  fast  work  in  the  kitchen, 
things  were  squared  away  for  us  to 
have  our  Bible  study  in  the  dining! 
hall.  Thank  the  Lord  for  this  won- 
derful  building   and   its  facilities.! 

Mrs.  Dudley  had  reminded  us  ear-1 
lier  of  the  penny  Mrs.  R.  H.  Jack- 
son had  given  each  of  us  last  yean 
when  she  spoke  on  the  parable  of  the! 
talents.  She  said  that  the  offerings 
would  be  taken  at  this  service  as  to 
how  we  had  increased  the  talent  we1 
had  been  given. 

The  group  passed  a  motion  to  urget; 
our  local  churches  to  send  $100  fori 
the  debt  retirement  of  the  dining 
hall  and  that  the  talent  offering  be] 
held  in  reserve  for  renovation  of  the:' 
Main  Building.  The  talent  offering? 
was  taken  in  the  amount  of  $1,505.50. ! 

Mrs.  Barrow  ably  discussed  the 
second  chapter  of  First  Peter. 

Each  night  prayer  services 
were  held  in  the  individual  cottages- 
or  floors  in  the  Main  Building.  These: 
were  a  tremendous  blessing  as  ex-j 
periences  were  shared  and  prayer*; 
requests  were  made. 

Thursday  morning's  devotion  was 
brought  by  Miss  Carolina  Castelloe 
who  teaches  at  Mount  Olive  College. 
(She  looks  more  like  a  high  school 
senior.)  Her  subject  was  "God  Is 
Glorious."  I  sat  there  as  she  spoke, 
praising  God  for  young  women  who 
will  witness  for  a  "praiseworthy" 
God  as  she  termed  Him. 

Trips  were  made  on  Thursday  to 
Cherokee  to  the  Indian  Reservation 
and  to  the  Christus  Gardens  in  Gatlin- 
burg,  Tennessee. 

Thesewho  did  not  go  on  the  trips 
were  led  in  a  service  Thurday  be- 
fore lunch  by  Mrs.  Lillie  Mae  Sasser. 
They  sang  and  had  testimony  time. 

Mrs.  Carol  Prescott  sang  "Broken 
Vessel"  prior  to  the  evening  Bible 
study  by  Mrs.  Barrow.    A  "talent" 
was  once  again  passed  out  to  the 
(Continued  on  Page  15) 
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as  they  thought  proper.  Norden,  how- 
ever, died  at  his  post  in  1725. 

We  know  of  only  one  other  church 
organized  by  Norden  and  his  cola- 
aorers  in  Virginia.  It  was  located  in 
:he  neighboring  county  of  Surrey. 
Both  the  church  at  Burley  and  the  one 
in  Surrey  are  mentioned  in  a  letter 
Written  by  Paul  Palmer  to  his  friend 
jkev.  John  Comer  of  Newport,  Rhode 
Island,  in  1729.    Concerning  these 
churches  Palmer  wrote:    "There  is 
comely  little  church  in  the  Isle 
I  if  Wight  County,  of  about  thirty  or 
orty  members,  the  elder  of  which 
s  one  Richard  Jones,  a  very  sensible 
Did  gentlemen,  whom  I  have  great  love 
or.     We  see  each  other  at  every 
j  if  early  Meeting  and  sometimes  more 
f ten.     There  is  another  church  in 
Surrey  County,  where  my  brother 
Tones  lives,  I  suppose  of  about  thirty 
'nore."  8 


Richard  Jones  and  Casper  Mintz, 
oth  Baptist  elders,  came  from  Eng- 
and  in  1727,  not  sent  expressly  from 
he  General  Assembly.  Jones  became 
astor  of  the  church  at  Burley  and 
pparently  continued  in  that  office 
or  several  years,  for  we  find  his 
ame  at  the  head  of  the  list  of  mem- 
ers  of  that  church  in  a  letter  ap- 
ealing  to  the  Philadelphia  As- 
sociation for  help  in  ordering  their 
affairs.  9  What  became  of  this 
church  is  not  certainly  known, 10  but 
according  to  Morgan  Edwards' 
account  of  Baptists  in  Virginia  it 
was  dissolved  after  forty  or  fifty 
years,  partly  by  sickness  and  partly 
by  the  removal  of  families  to  North 
Carolina,  where  they  gained  many 
proselytes  and  in  ten  years  increased 
;o  a  total  of  sixteen  churches." 

This  last  statement  refers  to  the 
beginnings  of  or  gani  zed  General  Bap  - 
ists  (later  called  Free  Will  Bap- 
ist)  churches  in  North  Carolina.  The 
*ole  of  Paul  Palmer  in  organizing 
he  first  of  these  churches  is  well 
mown  to  us.  A  native  of  Maryland, 
3almer,  was  baptized  by  Owen 
Thomas  at  Welch  Tract  in  Delaware 
and  later  ordained  in  Connecticut. 
He  came  to  North  Carolina  after 
jrief  periods  spent  in  New  Jersey 
md  Maryland.  In  1727,  he  organized 
he  first  Baptist  church  in  North 
Carolina  at  Cisco  in  Perquiman's 
Precinct  on  the  Chowan  River.  Two 
/ears  later  he  gathered  a  church  in 
fPasquotank  which  took  the  name  of 
Shiloh  and  is  today  affiliated  with  the 
f^orth  Carolina  Baptist  State  Conven- 
tion. It  is  likely  that  these  churches 


became  members  of  the  Yearly  Meet  - 
ing  which  Palmer  mentioned  in  his 
letter  to  Rev.  John  Comer  in  1729. 
As  more  churches  were  organized  in 
North  Carolina  by  Palmer  and  his 
co -laborers,  they  soon  formed  a 
Yearly  Meeting  or  association  to 
which  these  churches  sent  represent- 
atives. 

Among  those  most  often  mention- 
ed as  colaborers  with  Palmer  are 
Joseph  Parker  and  William  So- 
journer. Parker  is  reported  to 
have  been  a  disciple  of  Palmer.  He 
soon  began  preaching  and  establishing 
churches  in  the  same  area  and  con- 
tinued his  labors  long  after  the  re- 
constitution  of  most  of  these  churches 
and  the  formation  of  the  Kehukee  As- 
sociation of  Particular  Baptists  in 
1765. 12  His  burial  place  has 

been  located  and  identified  near  Wheat 
Swamp  church  in  Lenoir  County  and  a 
suitable  marker  erected  at  the  site. 

An  epidemic  in  Isle  of  Wight  County, 
Virginia,  in  1741,  or  1742,  is  said  to 
have  caused  numbers  of  General  Bap- 
tists under  the  leadership  of  William 
Sojourner  to  move  to  the  Kehukee 
Creek  area  of  North  Carolina.  This 
group  began  a  very  promising  move- 
ment of  evangelization,  using  itiner- 
ant   preachers,    and    the  Kehukee 
church  became  the  mother  of  sev- 
eral other  churches  in  the  area.  In 
all  there  were  sixteen  General  Bap- 
tist churches  in  North  Carolina  by 
1750,  some  of  which  had  over  two 
hundred    members   each. 13  What 
happened  to    these  churches  is  part 
of  another  chapter  in  the  history  of 
the  denomination. 

'  For  some  of  the  information  in  this  and  the 
following  paragraphs  I  am  indebted  to  a  brief  article  in 
Transcription  of  the  Baptist  Historical  Society.  Vol  IV. 

pp.  55-57  However.  I  have  checked  the  MS  of  the 
minutes  book  of  the  Kent  Association  for  the  years 
1708-1728.  which  was  desposited  in  Dr  Williams' 
Library  in  London,  to  obtain  a  more  complete  account 
of  their  missionary  work  in  Virginia 

6  Benedict,  op.  at.,  pp.  23.  24. 

7  ibid. 

8  ibid  .  p  24 

9  ibid  ,  p.  25  The  letter  is  said  to  have  been  written 
in  1756.  This  is  about  the  same  time  that  General  Bap- 
tist churches  in  North  Carolina  were  reconstituted  as 
Particular  Baptist  churches  as  a  result  of  visits  by 
representatives  from  the  Philadelphia  Baptist  Associa- 
tion It  is  likely  that  John  Ganoand  others  visited  these 
churches  in  Virginia  also. 

10  Dr  Robert  B.  C.  Howel  in  his  Early  Baptists  of 
Virginia  (Philadelphia.  1857).  says  that  the  church  at 
Burley  has  since  taken  the  name  of  Mill  Swamp  and 
the  name  of  the  other  at  Brandon  in  Surrey  was  be- 
lieved now  to  be  Otterdams. 

1 1  Cited  by  Benedict,  p.  24. 
'2    Benedict,  op.  c it.,  p.  97 

13  G  W  Paschal.  History  of  North  Carolina  Bap- 
tists, Vol.  I  (Raleigh,  1930).  pp  147.  148 


New  Stewardship  Program 
Increases  Weekly 
Church  Support 

A  new,  pretested  stewardship  pro- 
gram called  "In  Joyful  Response"  is 
now  available  from  the  Louis  Nei- 
bauer  Company. 

The  program  is  designed  to  build 
a  significant  increase  in  regular 
weekly  church  support.  It  also  en- 
courages increased  applications  of 
time  and  talent  to  the  work  of  Christ 
by  deepening  members'  awareness 
of  their  Christian  responsibilities. 

Materials  for  the  "In  Joyful  Re- 
sponse" program  include  a  large, 
colorful  poster;  a  booklet  outlining 
a  seven -week  Bible  study  based  on 
seven  key  words  of  St.  Luke's  Gos- 
pel; Sunday  bulletin  and  bulletin  in- 
sert; commitment  cards;  theme 
letterheads  and  envelopes;  an  appeal 
sheet;  and  several  tracts  and  book- 
lets. 

The  materials  were  tested  and 
proven  during  the  last  year  by  hun- 
dreds of  churches  of  a  large  denomi- 
nation. They  are  now  available  for 
use  by  other  local  churches  and 
denominations. 

"The  average  church  needs  to 
spend  only  about  65£  per  member  on 
program  materials  to  engage  in  a 
successful  stewardship  emphasis," 
says  Louis  Neibauer,  president  of  the 
company.  "This  expenditure,  coupled 
with  the  commitment  and  training  of 
lay  leaders,  can  almost  ensure  a 
large  increase  in  support  and  a 
rebirth  of  spiritual  vitality  in  the 
congregation." 

"In  Joyful  Response"  is  the  newest 
biblical  stewardship  program  added 
to  the  catalog  of  the  Neibauer  com- 
pany, which  is  known  as  "the  largest 
publisher  of  stewardship  materials." 
The  other  stewardship  programs- 
along  with  programs  and  materials 
for  tithing,  deferred  giving,  mission, 
etc. -have  been  used  by  over  54,000 
churches. 

Requests  for  the  new  church -sup- 
port catalog  and  for  more  informa- 
tion about  "In  Joyful  Response" 
should  be  sent  to  Nathan  Neibauer, 
Louis  Neibauer  Company,  Inc.,  York 
Road  and  Township  Line,  Jenkintown, 
Pennsylvania  19046. 


NOT  TOO  FAST 
Be  not  in  such  a  hurry  to  do  that 
you  fail  to  be,  so  anxious  to  give 
out  that  you  fail  to  take  in:  "... 
he  that  believeth  shall  not  make 
haste"  (Isaiah  28:16). 
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Corinth  Revival 
In  Progress 

Revival  services  are  in  progress 
this  week  at  Corinth  Free  Will  Bap- 
tist Church,  Jamesville,  with  the 
Rev.  Harry  Jones  as  guest  evangelist. 
The  services  are  beginning  each 
evening  at  7:45  with  the  pastor,  the 
Rev.  Frank  Grubbs,  assisting  Mr. 
Jones.  Services  will  close  with 
the  Saturday  evening  service.  Every- 
one is  cordially  invited  to  attend  the 
remainder  of  these  services. 

West  Clinton  Church 

To  Sponsor  Mission  Program 

On  Sunday  night,  September  8,  at 
7:30,  the  West  Clinton  Free  Will 
Baptist  Church  at  Clinton,  will  be 
host  to  a  foreign  mission  program. 
The  Rev.  Joseph  Ingram,  director - 
treasurer  of  the  foreign  mission 
board,  will  be  the  guest  speaker. 
The  public  is  cordially  invited  to 
attend. 

Revival  Services  in  Progress 
At  Community  Church 

Monday  evening,  September  2,  re- 
vival services  began  at  the  Com- 
munity Free  Will  Baptist  Church, 
Weldon,  and  will  continue  throughout 
the  week.  The  visiting  minister  is 
the  Rev.  James  Joyner  of  Kenly. 
He  is  being  assisted  by  the  pastor, 
the  Rev.  Joe  E.  Gerald,  each  even- 
ing. Special  music  is  also  a  part 
of  every  service.  A  cordial  wel- 
come is  extended  everyone  to  attend 
the   remainder   of  these  services. 

North  Carolina  State  Convention 

At   Kenansville,  September  11,  12 

The  sixty- second  session  of  the 
North  Carolina  State  Convention  of 
Original  Free  Will  Baptists  will  con- 
vene with  the  Free  Will  Baptist 
churches  of  Duplin  County  in  the 
Kenan  Memorial  Auditorium, 
Kenansville,  Wednesday  and  Thurs- 
day, September  11  and  12.  The 
convention  president,  the  Rev.  Floyd 
B.  Cherry,  will  presided  over  this 
session,  assisted  by  the  secretary, 
the  Rev.  Cedric  Pierce  Jr.  The 
Rev.  J.  B.  Starnes  will  serve  as 
music  director  with  the  Rev.  Clyde 
Cox  as  pianist.  The  scheduled  pro- 
gram is  as  follows: 


Wednesday,  September  11 
Morning  Session 
8:30-Registration  of  Ministers  and 

Delegates 
9:30-Convention  Call  to  Order  by  the 
Secretary,   the   Rev.  Cedric 
Pierce  Jr. 
-Congregational    Singing,  the 
Rev.  J.  B.  Starnes,  Director; 
the  Rev.  Clyde  Cox,  Pianist 
-Scripture  and  Prayer,  the  Rev. 
Sheldon  Howard 
9: 50- Address  of  Welcome,  the  Rev. 
S.  A.  Smith 
-Response,  the  Rev.  C.  L.  Pat- 
rick 

9:45-Partial  Report  of  Credentials 
Committee 
-Recognition  of  Visitors 
-Appointment  of  Committees 
10:05-President's  Message,  the  Rev. 

Floyd  B.  Cherry 
10:30-Report    of    Commission  on 
Scouting 

10:40-Report    of    Foreign  Mission 
Board 

ll:00-Report  of  Children's  Home 
ll:20-Morning  Worship  Service: 

Congregational  Singing 

Special  Music 

Offering  for  Children's  Home 
Introductory  Sermon,  the  Rev. 
Norman  Ard 
12:00-Noon  Recess 

Afternoon  Session 
I:00-Congregational  Singing 

-Scripture  and  Prayer,  the  Rev. 
Francis  Garner 
l:15-Report  of  the  Free  Will  Bap- 
tist Press  Foundation 
1:30-Representatives  from  General 
Baptists 

1:45-Representative   from  Chris- 
tian Action  League 

2:00-Report  of  General  Conference, 
the  Rev.  J.  B.  Starnes 

2:10-Business  Session: 

Report  of  Executive  Committee 
Report  of  State  Woman's  Auxil- 
iary Convention 
Report  of  North  Carolina  Min- 
isterial Association 
Report  of  State  Sunday  School 
Convention 

Report  of  State  League  Conven- 
tion 

Report  of  Home  Missions  and 
Church  Extension  Board 


Report  of  Superannuation 
Board 

Report  of  Chaplain's  Commis- 
sion 

Report  of  Church  Finance  As- 
sociation 

Miscellaneous  Business 

Evening  Session 
7:30-Mission     Rally     Under  the 
Direction     of    the  Foreign 
Mission  Board 

Thursday,  September  12 
Morning  Session 
9:30-Congregational  Singing 

-Scripture  and  Prayer,  the  Rev. 

Danny  Braswell 
9:45-Business  Session: 

Final  Report  of  Credentials 

Committee 

Report  of  Cragmont  Assembly, 

Inc. 

Report  of  Layman's  League 
Board 

Report  of  Historical  Commis- 
sion 

10:45-Miscellaneous  Business 
ll:00-Report  of  Mount  Olive  Colleges 
ll:20-Morning  Worship: 

Congregational  Singing 
Offering  for  Mount  Olive  Col- 
lege 

Sermon,  the  Rev.  Earl  H.  Glenn 
12:00-Noon  Recess 

Afternoon  Session 
I:00-Congregational  Singing 

-Scripture  and  Prayer,  the  Rev. 
Carol  Hansley 
l:15-Report  of  Temperance  Com- 
mittee 

-Report  of  Obituary  Committee: 
-Report  of  Resolutions  Com- 
mittee 

-Report   of  Nominating  Com- 
mittee 
-Report  of  Treasurer 
3: 30- Adjournment  and  Benediction 


Free  Union  Church  to 
Observe  Homecoming 

Sunday,  September  8,  the  Free 
Union  Free  Will  Baptist  Church, 
Route  2,  Spring  Hope,  will  observe 
its  annual  homecoming.  Services 
will  begin  with  Sunday  school  at  10 
a.m.,  followed  with  the  worship  ser- 
vice at  eleven  o'clock.  The  home- 
coming message  will  be  delivered 
by  a  former  pastor,  the  Rev.  James 
Joyner.  At  the  noon  hour  lunch 
will  be  served  in  the  fellowship 
building.  This  will  be  followed  with 
a  program  of  singing  in  the  after- 
noon. 

The  pastor,  the  Rev.  Lester  Dun- 
can, and  the  church  membership 
extend  a  warm  welcome  to  all  former 
pastors,  members,  and  friends  to 
worship  with  them  on  this  occasion. 
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N  June  18  of  this  year,  the 
undersigned  wrote  a  letter  to 
each  Free  Will  Baptist  church  ask- 
ing for  certain  information  relative  to 
establishment  of  retirement  homes. 
Attached  to  this  letter  was  a  ques- 
tionaire  which  was  to  be  filled  out 
by  each  church  pastor  and  returned 
by  July  17.  In  this  letter  a  promise 
was  made  to  publish  a  lengthy  article 
in  The  Free  Will  Baptist  prior  to  the 
sixty-  second  session  of  the  State  Con- 
vention if  the  proposal  was  to  be 
presented  for  a  vote  at  that  conven- 
tion. That  is  the  purpose  of  this 
article:  to  fulfill  that  promise  to  pro- 
vide you  with  detailed  information 
about  the  "Proposed  Retirement 
Homes." 

This  effort  commenced  last 
February  when  the  Children's  Home 
Board  of  Trustees  at  Middlesex  ap- 
pointed a  committee  to  study  the 
feasibility  and/or  desirability  of 
establishing  retirement  homes  on  the 
Children's  Home  property,  but  not 
on  its  campus.  The  committee  was 
composed  of  Mrs.  Rebecca  Daven- 
port, the  Rev.  A.  Graham  Lane, 
Mr.  Sam  Weeks  from  the  Children's 
Home,  and  the  Rev.  Walter  Reynolds 
from  the  Superannuation  Board. 
First,  the  committee  appeared  be- 
fore the  Superannuation  Board  with 
the  proposed  idea  of  locating  retire- 
ment homes  on  the  Children's  Home 
site  at  Middlesex.  The  Superannua- 
tion Board  voted  to  support  the 
retirement  home  project.  Next,  the 
committee  met  with  the  executive 
committee  of  the  State  Convention 
asking  for  their  permission  to  sur- 
vey the  churches  for  information,  to 
develop  a  proposed  plan,  and  to 
el  present  the  proposed  plan  to  the  next 
fl  session  of  the  State  Convention.  The 
third  step  of  this  study  was  to  survey 
the  churches  collecting  working  data. 
On  June  18  a  letter  and  questionaire 
were  sent  to  each  church  pastor  ask- 
ing them  to  fill  out  the  questionaire 
i  and  return  it  by  July  17.  The  ques- 
tionaire was  designed  to  make  two 
determinations:    (1)    If  there  were 


a  need  for  retirement  homes;  and 
(2)  if  the  churches  would  support 
the  project  if  and  when  the  State 
Convention  approved  it. 

On  July  18  the  committee  met  and 
screened  the  forty- four  responses 
returned .  The  information  from  these 
questionaires  follows:    There  were 


74  persons  who  indicated  they  antic- 
ipate the  use  of  the  proposed  retire- 
ment homes.  Twelve  were  ministers 
and  their  wives,  and  the  remaining 
fifty  were  laymen  and  women.  There 
were  34  churches  out  of  44  responses 
who  indicated  that  they  would  be  will  - 
ing  to  support  the  retirement  homes  if 
and  when  our  State  Convention  ap- 
proved the  plan.  This  equates  to  about 
78  percent  for  the  proposal.  There 
were  32  churches  out  of  44  or  73 
percent  who  favored  locating  the 
retirement  homes  on  the  Children's 
Home  geographical  site.  Four 
churches  indicated  they  would  not 
support  the  plan  and  six  were  un- 
decided. 

After  screening  these  question- 
aires the  committee  unanimously 
agreed  to  continue  the  project  with 
its  endorsement.  The  committee  fur- 
ther agreed  that  the  proposed  retire- 
ment homes  should  be  located  near  the 
Children's  Home  campus.  In  reaching 
these  decisions  the  committee  exam- 
ined many  factors  having  an  effect 
upon  the  operation  of  the  retirement 
homes  next  to  the  Children's  Home. 
Some  disadvantages  explored  were: 
(1)  Locating  in  a  rather  rural 
area,  (2)  climate,  and  (3)  differ- 
ence in  life  styles  of  children  and 
adults. 

Some  of  the  advantages  explored 
were:  (1)  Availability  of  good  medi- 
cal facilities,  (2)  availability  of  good 
rescue  services,  (3)  availability  of 
good  shopping  facilities,  (4)  reduction 
in  overhead  costs  of  operation,  (5) 
availability  of  existing  public  facil- 
ities at  the  Home,  (6)  use  of  adults 
in  Sunday  school  and  church  work, 
and  (7)  availability  of  land  for  con- 
struction of  the  village  and  for  rais- 
ing food. 

On  August  21  the  Retirement  Home 
Committee  made  its  report  to  the 
Children's  Home  Board  of  Trustees. 
The  trustees  voted  for  the  committee 
to  continue  its  work  of  developing  a 
retirement  home  plan  and  to  present 
it  to  the  sixty- second  session  of  the 
State  Convention. 

Now  an  attempt  will  be  made  to 
portray  to  the  reader  some  details 
about  the  retirement  home  proposal. 
This  will  be  done  by  utilizing  the 
5  W's:  What,  Why,  Whom,  Where, 
and  When. 

I.  What 

The  retirement  home  village  in  its 


finished  state  would  consist  of  twelve 
duplex  apartment  units.  Each  apart- 
ment would  have  two  bedrooms,  a  liv- 
ing room,  a  bathroon,  and  a  kitchen. 
Some  would  be  furnished  and  some  un- 
furnished. Each  would  be  brick 
veneered  and  designed  to  ac- 
commodate the  aged.  These  should 
not  be  considered  as  resthomes,  con- 
valescent centers,  hospitals,  etc., 
but  retirement  homes  available  for  a 
minimum  rental  fee. 
n.  Why 

Establishing  retirement  homes  is 
another  avenue  of  Christian  service. 
It  is  in  answer  to  God's  command  to 
care  for  the  elders  and  widows. 
To  answer  this  question,  one  might 
ask,  why  any  existing  Free  Will  Bap- 
tist enterprize  or  institutional  effort? 
This  answer  is  self-evident  when  re- 
sults are  measured. 

m.  who 

The  occupants  of  these  homes  would 
be  limited  to  ambulatory  persons 
who  are  members  of  Original  Free 
Will  Baptists  churches  belonging  to 
conferences  within  our  State  Con- 
vention and  other  persons  who  have 
served  at  least  ten  years  as  em- 
ployees of  Free  Will  Baptist  enter - 
prizes/institutions.  All  persons  must 
be  of  reasonably  good  health,  physi- 
cally and  mentally,  and  recommend- 
ed by  their  pastor. 

IV.  Where 

The  retirement  home  village  would 
be  located  on  the  25 -acre  tract  on 
the  southeast  corner  of  the  Children's 
Home.  The  sketch  below  will  better 
tell  where. 

children's  HOM£  campus 
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V.  When 

A  resolution  or  recommendation 
will  be  tendered  at  the  State  Con- 
vention requesting  that  the  convention 
sponsor  the  establishment  of  a  re- 
(Continued  on  Page  10) 
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OPEN  LETTER 

Dear  Pastors  or  Clerks: 

I  am  sure  that  you  are  fully  aware 
of  the  Foreign  Mission  Rally  at  the 
State  Convention  in  Kenansville, 
North  Carolina,  this  year  on  Sep- 
tember 11,  1974,  at  7:30  p.m.  The 
place  of  the  meeting  will  be  at  the 
Kenan  Memorial  Auditorium.  I  have 
been  informed  that  this  building  will 
seat  about  1,500  people.  This  is  the 
largest  building  that  the  convention 
has  met  in  during  the  past  several 
years.  Each  year  we  have  tried  to 
encourage  our  people  to  fill  the  house 
for  God's  glory.  This  year  is  no  ex- 
ception. We  can  do  so  if  each  church 
will: 

1.  Take  your  prayer  service  by 
motorcade  or  bus  to  the  rally. 

2.  Encourage  your  members  to 
drive  their  cars  and  share  a  ride 
with  someone  else.  The  fellowship 
to  and  from  will  be  good. 

3.  As  pastors,  set  the  example. 
Say  to  your  people,  "Come  on,  let's 
go  to  Kenansville." 

Also,  we  would  ask  that  you  bring 
a  special  offering  for  the  occasion. 
There  are  only  two  drives  made  each 
year  for  this  part  of  our  work: 
usually  in  the  spring,  and  this  time  at 
the  convention  rally.  This  year  I 
hope  that  each  of  our  churches  will 
bring  an  offering  of  at  least  $100. 
Some  can  do  more.  I  know  we  can  de- 
pend on  you. 

In  behalf  of  all  our  foreign  mis- 
sion workers,  let  me  express  ap- 
preciation to  you  and  your  churches 
for  your  support  both  in  money  and 
prayers  during  the  past  year.  Your 
love  has  encouraged  those  of  us  who 
work  for  you  and  our  Lord. 

Special  music  for  the  rally  will  be 
given  by  a  special  ladies'  choir 
formed  at  Cragmont  this  year  during 
the  Woman's  Conference.  You  will 
not  want  to  miss  this. 

In  His  service, 
Joseph  H.  Ingram 


PLEASE  NOTICE! 
MISSION  CHAIRMAN  OR 
PRESIDENT  OF  LOCAL  WOMAN'S 
AUXILIARIES 

Dear  Co -Worker: 

We   are   appealing  to  you  again 


through  our  mission  department. 
Brother  Vance  Link  will  be  coming 
up  to  be  with  us  at  our  State  Con- 
vention September  11  and  12.  He 
will  be  speaking  for  us  at  the  Mis- 
sion Rally  on  Wednesday  night.  He 
will  be  driving  a  pickup  truck  back 
to  Texas  and  will  be  able  to  take 
much  needed  food  supplies.  We  are 
urging  each  auxliary  to  help  with  a 
food  pounding  for  the  Bible  Institute. 
Bring  any  staple  items  such  as  can 
goods,  sugar,  potatoes,  cured  meats, 
etc.  With  the  increased  cost  of 
groceries,  this  is  a  way  that  we  can 
share  some  items  that  we  have  been 
blessed  to  have.  Any  nonperishable 
food  items  that  you  have  can  be  used. 
Due  to  the  limited  amount  of  space, 
please  do  not  include  clothes  on  this 
occasion. 

Please  bring  these  requested  items 
to  the  Mission  Rally  at  Kenan 
Memorial  Auditorium,  Kenansville, 
North  Carolina,  on  Wednesday,  Sep- 
tember 11,  1974;  or  get  them  to  the 
Rev.  Joseph  Ingram,  Goldsboro, 
North  Carolina;  or  to  me,  Mrs. 
Dola  Dudley,  1409  Faye  Drive, 
Garner,  North  Carolina  27529. 

Yours  in  His  service, 
Mrs.  Dola  Dudley 

State  Auxiliary  Mission  Chairman 


THE  BARROWS  VISIT  BIBLE 
INSTITUTE  IN  QUEMADO 


Joe  and  Faye  Barrow  and  their  two 
children  were  recent  visitors  to 
the  Free  Will  Baptist  Bible  Institute 


in  Quemado,  Texas,  during  the  week 
of  July  29-August  2.  We  certainly 
enjoyed  having  them  visit  with  us 
here  at  the  Bible  Institute.  We  ap- 
preciated the  fellowship  and  the  help 
they  gave  us.  Faye  helped  some  in  the 
kitchen  and  also  did  some  typing 
for  us,  and  Joe  spoke  to  the  pastors 
during  the  Tuesday  night  chapel  ser- 
vice and  also  on  Wednesday  night  at 
the  service  in  Piedras  Negras.  He 
spoke  on  the  work  of  the  Holy  Spirit 
in  the  life  of  the  believer. 

Pray  for  them  as  they  have  re- 
turned to  Dallas,  Texas  ,  where  Joe 
is  enrolled  in  school. 

Respectfully  submitted, 
Vance  Link 


PROPOSED   RETIREMENT  HOMES 
FOR  FREE  WILL  BAPTIST 

(Continued  from  Page  9) 

tirement  home  village  on  the  site 
indicated  above;  that  a  separate  cor- 
poration be  established,  effective 
January  1,  1975;  and  that,  apart- 
ment units  be  constructed  as  funds 
are  available  and  the  need  for  oc- 
cupancy occurs.  In  other  words  no 
debt  will  be  incurred  at  anytime, 
nor  will  units  be  built  until  needed. 

In  closing  one  point  should  be 
stressed:  The  retirement  homes 
would  not  be  under,  belong  to,  nor 
integrated  with  the  Children's  Home. 
It  would  be  a  parallel  structure  per- 
haps governed  by  the  same  board  of 
trustees  and  augmented  by  the  Super- 
annuation Board  on  matters  pertain- 
ing to  the  retirement  home.  It  could 
and  should  function  under  the  same 
management  receiving  supporting 
services,  but  be  a  separate  corpora- 
tion. 

This  committee  extends  our  sin- 
cere thanks  to  you  for  your  patience 
in  reading  of  this  article.  We  trust 
you  will  pray  and  meditate  much  about 
this  proposal  prior  to  the  State  Con- 
vention. Anyone  having  further  ques  - 
tions  is  encouraged  to  telephone  or 
write  to  any  one  of  the  committee 
members. 

Submitted  by, 

Retirement  Home  Committee 


"THE  HEAVENS  DECLARE!" 

"How  do  you  know  whether  there 
be  a  God?"  was  once  asked  of  a 
Bedouin;  and  he  replied,  "How  do  I 
know  whether  a  camel  or  a  man 
passed  by  my  tent  last  night?  By 
their  footprints  in  the  sand."  "The 
heavens  declare  the  glory  of  God" 
(see  Pslam  19:1). -Christian  Digest. 
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ST.  CLAIRE  BIBLE  CLAS$1 

THE  SUNDAY  f&L>Jt 
SCHOOL  LESSON^§* 

FOR  SEPTEMBER  15 


LIBERATING  THE 

OPPRESSED 

Lesson  Text:    Exodus  3:7-10;  19:3- 


Memory  Verse:  Exodus  20:2 

I.  INTRODUCTION 

About  325  years  have  passed  be- 
tween the  time  of  last  Sunday's  lesson 
and  today's  events.  In  the  interven- 
ing years  Isaac  was  born,  then  Joseph. 
We  recall  the  events  that  brought 
Joseph  to  Egypt  where  he  rose  to  be 
next  to  the  king.  Then  we  remember 
that  Jacob  and  his  family,  about 
seventy  in  all,  came  down  to  Egypt 
to  live  with  Joseph.  Upon  the  death 
of  Jacob  and  Joseph  their  bodies 
were  taken  back  to  Canaan  and  buried. 

Following  Joseph's  death,  Jacob's 
children  and  descendants  remained 
in  Egypt  and  multiplied  greatly,  and 
when  unfriendly  kings  came  to  the 
throne  they  were  slowly  but  surely 
made  slaves  of  the  Egyptians.  By 
the  time,  Moses  was  born,  they  num- 
bered many  thousands;  their  lot  was 
hard  and  life  was  hardly  worth  liv- 
ing. 

God  knew  the  plight  of  His  people 
in  Egypt  and  decided  to  raise  up  a  de- 
liverer to  bring  them  back  to  the  land 
of  their  father  Abraham.  So  it  was 
that  Moses,  brought  up  in  the  king's 
palace  and  trained  by  his  mother  to 
remember  Jehovah,  was  chosen  to  be 
that  deliverer.  An  unusual  event, 
fraught  with  danger  for  him,  caused 
Moses  to  flee  from  Egypt  to  become 
a  sheepherder  for  his  father-in-law, 
Jethro,  in  the  back  pastures  of  the 
land  of  Midi  an.  It  was  here  that 
God  prepared  him  for  his  role  of 
deliverer,  a  task  which  hewouldper- 
form  for  forty  years  after  he  was  al- 
ready eighty. 

It  was  while  he  was  tending  his 
'ather- in -law's  sheep  that  God  ap- 
jeared  to  him  in  a  burning  bush  and 
palled  him  to  the  greatest  service 
le  would  ever  perform.  That  is  where 
)ur  story  begins  today. -The  Advanced 
Quarterly  (F.  W.  B.). 

fl.    HINTS  THAT  HELP 

A.  The  main  thought  of  today's 
lesson  is  the  fact  that  God  delivered 
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the  people  from  the  bondage  of  Egypt. 
"Egypt"  always  represents  the  world 
in  the  Bible;  and,  if  men  will  follow 
the  call  of  God,  He  will  deliver  them 
from  the  bondage  of  this  sinful  world. 

B.  God's  hearing  the  cries  of  the 
Israelites  when  they  were  in  bondage 
and  delivering  them  should  give  His 
people  assurance  today.  We  should 
have  the  assurance  that  He  will  hear 
our  prayers  when  we  call  on  Him. 
Furthermore,  we  should  have  the  as- 
surance that  He  will  help  us  in  the  time 
of  trouble.  However,  we  ought  to 
observe  that  God  did  not  keep  the 
Israelites  from  trials.  They  had  many 
in  the  wilderness,  but  He  was  with 
them  in  the  trials.  God  has  not  prom - 
ised  to  keep  us  from  trouble,  but  He 
has  promised  to  take  care  of  us  in 
trouble. 

C.  We  must  remember  that  to- 
day's lesson  covers  a  great  deal  of 
time  in  the  history  of  the  Israelites. 
Our  lesson  closes  today  with  the  giv- 
ing of  the  law.  What  was  the  pur- 
pose of  the  law?  The  Israelites  had 
turned  from  God,  and  the  purpose 
of  the  law  was  to  show  them  their  sin- 
fulness and  their  need  of  the  Lord. 
The  law  did  not  save  them,  but  it 
showed  them  that  they  were  weak 
sinners  and  could  not  save  them- 
selves. 

D.  Some  people  have  the  idea  that 
God  gave  the  law  to  save  Israel  and 
when  the  law  failed  He  sent  His  Son. 
The  law  did  not  fail.  It  did  exactly 
what  God  intended  for  it  to  do.  It 
was  a  link  in  God's  plan  for  the  re- 
demption of  mankind. 

E.  The  law  showed  the  Israelites 
that  they  were  individually  respon- 
sible for  their  sins  and  that  atone- 
ment had  to  be  made  for  each  in- 
dividual's sins.  There  are  many 
things  in  our  society  today  that  com- 
bine to  cause  men  to  forget  their  in- 
dividual responsibility.  However,  we 
are  still  individually  responsible  be- 
fore God,  and  each  one  of  us  must 
turn  to  Him  for  help  and  salvation. 

-The  Bible  Teacher  (F.  W.  B  ). 

in.    ADDITIONAL  TRUTHS 

A.  After  seeing  the  great  plagues 
of  Egypt,  who  could  ever  doubt  God's 
concern  for  His  people  and  His  anger 
toward  their  enemies?  Remembering 
the  water  of  the  Red  Sea  standing 
like  two  great  walls  while  God's  peo- 


ple walked  through  it  on  dry  land, 
who  could  ever  forget  God's  power? 
Recalling  the  desert  covered  with 
manna  and  the  water  flowing  from 
barren  rock,  who  would  not  trust 
God's  mercy?  Who  could  ever  falter 
in  obeying  the  God  who  did  all  these 
wonders? 

Who  could?  Anybody  could,  and 
the  Hebrews  did.  Thus  once  more 
were  demonstrated  the  weakness  of 
man  and  the  power  of  sin. 

Adam  understood  God's  command, 
but  he  disobeyed.  His  descendants 
became  so  corrupt  that  they  were 
destroyed  in  the  flood.  Noah  knew 
God's  will,  and  he  was  a  preacher 
of  righteousness  (2  Peter  2:5).  Yet 
his  descendants  ignored  his  preach- 
ing and  turned  away  from  righteous- 
ness until  God  gave  them  up  to  un- 
cleanness  (Romans  1:24).  God  then 
separated  Abram  from  them  to  be- 
come the  father  of  His  chosen  peo- 
ple, the  people  with  whom  He  made 
His  covenant  in  the  time  of  Moses, 
the  people  who  said,  "All  that  the 
Lord  hath  spoken  we  will  do."  But 
they  did  not   keep  their  promise. 

The  Hebrew  people  broke  their 
covenant  with  God.  Like  their  an- 
cestors before  the  flood,  they  became 
corrupt  and  godless.  Like  their  an- 
cestors before  the  time  of  Abram, 
they  turned  to  false  gods.  Lower  and 
lower  they  sank  until  God  no  longer 
would  keep  them  in  the  good  land 
He  had  given  them. 

Like  every  failure  of  mankind  be- 
fore it,  this  failure  showed  that  man 
needs  a  Saviour.  "When  the  fulness  of 
the  time  came,  God  sent  forth  his 
Son  born  of  a  woman,  born  under 
the  law,  that  he  might  redeem  them 
that  were  under  the  law"  (Galatians 
4:4,  5,  American  Standard  Version). 
Not  only  that,  but  He  sent  His  Son 
to  redeem  also  those  who  were  never 
under  the  law,  those  given  over  to 
uncleanness.  He  sent  His  Son  ac- 
cording to  prophecy  "that  the  residue 
of  men  might  seek  after  the  Lord, 
and  all  the  Gentiles"  (Acts  15:17). 
All  mankind  followed  Adam  into  fail- 
ure, and  God  sent  the  Redeemer  for 
all  mankind. -Standard  Lesson  Com- 
metary. 

B.  If  we  never  find  our  path  dip- 
ping down  into  the  sunless  valley, 
we  may  seriously  question  whether 
we  have  not  missed  the  way  to  the 
Celestial  City.  The  road  to  the 
Mount  of  Ascension  invariably  passes 
through  the  shadowed  Garden  of 
Gethsemane,  and  over  the  steep  as- 
cent of  Calvary,  and  then  down  into 
the  garden  to  the  grave. -F.  B.  Mey- 
er. 

C.  In  Old  Testament  times,  ac- 
cess to  God  was  the  privilege  of  the 
professional  priesthood,  and  the  high 

(Continued  on  Page  15) 
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In  early  1972,  the  W.  P.  Kemp 
Foundation  of  Goldsboro  presented 
Mount  Olive  College  with  what  was 
then  the  old  camp  Tuscarora.  Since 
that  time,  the  site  has  become  known 
to  Free  Will  Baptists  as  "Eagles 
Nest."  This  summer  marks  the 
beginning  of  full  operation  of  Eagles 
Nest  Conference  Center.  We  are 
proud  to  report  that  this  first  summer 
has  been  a  successful  one. 

Summer  camp,  which  ran  for  six 
weeks,  ended  on  August  9.  Many 
young  people  came  to  camp  for  the 
first  time,  and  before  they  left,  they 
had  become  aware  of  themselves 
and  the  reality  of  God.  The  summer 
program,  directed  by  the  Rev.  David 
Charles  Hansley,  was  tailored  around 
the  total  person  of  the  young  camper 
with  emphasis  on  recreation,  edu- 
cation, and  religious  life.  A  promi- 
nent place  for  Eagles  Nest  is  fore- 
seen in  the  total  camping  program 


being  offered  to  and  by  the  Orig- 
inal Free  Will  Baptists  of  North 
Carolina. 

One  of  the  greatest  things  witnessed 
at  Eagles  Nest  this  summer  was  the 
day  camp  for  patients  of  Cherry 
Hospital  at  Goldsboro.  The  college 
donated  to  the  hospital  the  facili- 
ties of  Eagles  Nest  for  one  week. 
The  recreation  and  the  therapeutic 
departments  formed  their  own 
programs.  You  can  never  know  the 
beauty  of  Eagles  Nest  like  those  who 
had  been  isolated  from  nature  for 
months  or  maybe  years.  Their 
eyes  were  beams  of  joy  as  they 
walked  the  trails,  caught  bass  from 
the  stream,  and  waded  in  the  swim- 
ming area. 

Some  churches  in  the  surround- 
ing area  have  taken  advantage  of 
Eagles  Nest  as  a  place  for  meet- 
ings such  as  laymen  leagues  and  so 
forth.      Many  churches  have  visited 


on  Saturday  and  Sunday  afternoons 
for  picnics  and  swimming.  Those 
who  have  been  for  such  purposes 
have  all  enjoyed  and  praised  the 
beauty  of  the  fifty  acre  site. 

Although  a  short  visit  will  con- 
vince you  of  its  beauty,  one  must  re- 
main for  several  hours  to  fully  en- 
joy Eagles  Nest  for  what  it  is. 
Eagles  Nest  is  a  creation  of  God  set 
aside  by  the  generosity  of  the  Kemps 
to  be  experienced  by  all  who  will 
come. 

Throughout  the  summer  those  who 
have  enjoyed  Eagles  Nest  the  most  are 
those  who  have  participated  in  the 
weekend  retreats.  Each  weekend 
since  mid- June  we  have  had  retreats 
beginning  Friday  evening  and  ending 
Saturday  afternoon  or  Sunday  morn- 
ing. Nearly  all  of  these  have  been 
religiously  oriented. 

By  taking  part  in  a  successful 
spiritual  retreat,  a  person  begins  to 
see  himself  as  an  important  per- 
son in  God's  sight,  but  also  rec- 
ognizes that  others  are  important. 
Something  mystical  happens  when  one 
is  seated  in  the  outdoor  chapel  and 
thinks  of  God.  What  the  speaker 
says  means  more  when  he  is  sur- 
rounded by  the  grandeur  which  is 
God  s  in  His  creation. 

It  is  extremely  refreshing  to  see: 
young  people  enjoying  themselves; 
in  good,  clean  recreation  in  a  Chris- 
tian atmosphere.  Whether  on  the; 
field  playing  Softball,  near  the  nett 
playing  volleyball,  pitching  horse- 
shoes,  or  in  the  water  swimming,  ] 
the  presence  of  God  is  felt  through- j 
out  one's  visit  to  Eagles  Nest. 

Those  who  have  been  this  summer 
are  making  plans  to  return  earlyi 
next  year.  Those  of  you  who  have  not i 
yet  visited  may  we  encourage  you  to 
make  your  plans  soon.  The  weekends; 
of  September  and  early  October  are 
booked  for  retreats,  but  there  still  j 
is  room  for  your  group. 

Gary  Bailey,  camp  manager,  will 
be  glad  to  talk  with  you  concerning 
dates  or  in  helping  you  plan  your; 
retreat.  He  may  be  contacted  by 
calling  658-5277  after  six  p.m.  or 
by  mail  at  Eagles  Nest  Conference 
Center,  Route  2,  Box  537,  Dudley, 
North  Carolina  28333. 

COLLEGE  OFFERS  COURSE  IN 
PREACHING  AND  PASTORAL  CARE 

The  Rev.  Frank R.  Harrison,  chap- 
lain of  Mount  Olive  College,  has 
announced  that  a  course  on  "Preach 
ing  and  Pastoral  Care"  will  be  offer 
ed  at  the  College  beginning  on  Sep- 
tember 9. 

The  course  which  will  be  taught  by 
Mr.  Harrison  is  a  study  of  preaching 
and  its  relationship  to  pastoral  care. 
(Continued  on  Page  14) 
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STORIES 

for  our  youth 


NANCY  AND  OLD  MR.  GROUCH 


ANCY  skipped  along  until  she 
got  to  Mr.  Banner's  place. 
Then  she  slowed  down  as  she  went 
by.    She  stared  past  his  fence  to  the 
old,  vine-covered  house. 

Nancy  was  a  bit  afraid  of  Mr.  Ban- 
ner. All  the  children  were.  If  you 
even  leaned  on  his  fence  he  would 
come  out,  swinging  his  cane,  and 
shouting,  "Go  away!  What  are  you 
doing,  breaking  my  fence?" 

Nancy  shivered  just  a  little  as  she 
looked  at  the  bare  windows.  Then 
she  hurried  on.  But  she  was  sorry 
for  him.  He  never  seemed  very 
happy.  Mr.  Grouch,  some  of  the 
children  called  him-Old  Mr.  Grouch. 

As  soon  as  Nancy  got  home,  she 
asked  her  mother,  "Is  he  really  an 
old  grouch?" 

Her  mother  stopped  drying  dishes 
and  studied  a  minute.  "No,  I  don't 
think  so,  Nancy  dear.  I  think  he  is 
just  terribly  unhappy.  You  see  his 
wife  died  years  ago  and  he  lives 
alone  with  nobody  to  love.  He  doesn't 
even  know  and  love  God  like  we  do." 

"I  never  saw  him  smile."  Nancy 
shook  her  head.  "Never!"  Now  she 
felt  even  more  sorry  for  him. 

' '  Mother , ' '  she  looked  up  earnestly, 
"God  can  make  him  happy,  can't 
He?" 

"Yes,  Honey." 

"We-11,"  Nancy  decided,  "I'm  go- 
ing to  ask  God  to  come  into  his 
heart." 

"I'm  glad,  dear."  That  was  all 
her  mother  said. 

So  Nancy  went  into  her  little  blue 
and  white  bedroom.  She  knelt  down 
with  her  face  against  her  blue  spread. 
"Dear  Lord  Jesus,"  she  prayed, 
"please  come  into  Mr.  Banner's 
tffheart.  Please  make  him  happy  and 
please  help  him  to  smile  again.  Amen. 
Thank  you,  Jesus,"  she  added. 

While  she  was  kneeling  a  quiet 
voice  said  deep  inside,  "Would  you 
be  willing  to  tell  him?" 

Suddenly  Nancy  was  afraid,  "Oh, 
e  I  couldn't,"  she  said.  "Somebody 


big  can  do  it." 

But  her  heart  answered.  "Would 
you  Nancy?  You  are  big  enough  to 
help  Jesus   answer  your  prayer." 

And  then,  because  Nancy  loved 
God  very  much,  she  told  Him,  "If 
you  help  me,  I  will-even  if  I  am 
afraid." 

When  she  went  back  into  the  kitch- 
en   her    face    had  a  shine  on  it. 

I  THANK  THEE 

Dear  Father  God,  I  bow  my  head  in 
prayer. 

I  fold  my  hands.    I  know  that  Thou 
art  there 

To  hear  the  words  I  say,  to  know  and 
share 

The  thoughts  I  have  of  all  Thy  loving 
care. 

Help  me,  O  God,  that  I  may  do  and 
say 

The  things  I  know  are  right  all  through 
the  day: 

Help  me  to  speak  the  truth  and  to  obey, 
And  help  me  to  be  kind,  OGodI  pray. 

Thou  hast  been  close  beside  me  even 
when 

My  thoughts  were  far  away,  and  Thou 
again 

Wilt  be  with  me  while  sleeping  even 
then. 

I  thank  Thee,  God,  for  all  Thy  care. 

In  Jesus'  Name.  Amen. 
 -Christian  Trails. 

"I'm  going  to  help  God,  Mother. 
I'm  going  to  go  tell  Mr.  Banner  about 
Jesus." 

"Now,  Nancy?"  her  mother  asked, 
surprised. 

"Yes,  right  now.  Maybe  if  I  wait 
I  will  be  too  scared." 

"I'm  glad  you  are  going,  dear," 
her  mother  smiled  gently,  "and  God 
will  go  with  you." 

When  Nancy  got  to  Mr.  Banner's 
fence  her  knees  began  to  get  shaky. 
She  stood  there  a  minute  and  just 
stared  at  the   big,   square  house. 


"Help  me  be  brave,"  she  whispered. 
Then  she  went  in.  As  the  gate  latch 
clicked  behind  her,  she  jumped.  She 
almost  wished  she  could  turn  and 
run.  What  if  the  old  man  shook  his 
cane  at  her?  Then  what  would  she 
do?  But  she  went  anyway,  up  the 
walk,  and  knocked  at  the  door. 

When  Mr.  Banner  stood  above  her, 
she  was  trembling  inside. 

"Well,"  he  growled  down  at  her, 
"what  do  you  want?" 

"I-please,  Mr.  Banner.  I  want 
you  to  be  happy." 

"You  what?"  he  shouted. 

"I-I  want  to  tell  you  how  to  be 
happy." 

"Humph,"  he  sputtered.  Suddenly 
his  face  cracked  in  an  unexpected 
grin.  "Well,"  he  muttered,  "good- 
ness knows  I  could  do  with  a  little 
happiness.  Come  in."  He  swung  the 
door. 

In  the  old,  musty  living  room,  with 
its  high  ceiling,  Nancy  sat  on  the 
edge  of  a  straight  chair.  "Now," 
he  glowered  at  her,  "What's  this  all 
about?" 

So  Nancy  told  Mr.  Banner  about 
Jesus'  love,  and  about  praying  for 
him.  And  she  told  him,  "When  God 
lives  in  our  hearts,  He  makes  us 
happy." 

Mr.  Banner  thumped  his  cane  on 
the  floor  very  hard.  Then  his  eyes 
began  to  blink.  He  didn't  look  very 
mean  to  Nancy  anymore.  He  just 
looked  like  a  lonesome  old  man.  All 
of  Nancy's  fear  was  gone  and  she 
slid  down  from  her  chair. 

She  went  over  and  laid  her  hand 
on  his  knee,  "Would  you  like  to  ask 
Jesus  to  come  into  your  heart?"  She 
looked  into  the  thin,  old  face. 

Mr.  Banner  laid  a  big,  wrinkled 
hand  over  her  little  smooth  one  and 
nodded.  So  Nancy  prayed,  "Dear 
Lord,  please  come  into  Mr.  Banner's 
heart  and  make  him  happy.  For 
Jesus'  sake.  Amen." 

She  looked  up  and  saw  a  hot  tear 
fall.  His  shoulders  were  shaking. 
Then  he  prayed  too.  "Dear  God,  for- 
give me  and  come  into  my  heart. 
I  need  you,  oh,  God.  Nobody  knows 
how  much,  but  you  sent  this  little 
girl." 

His  tears  were  falling  fast  now.  Af- 
ter a  little  while  the  old  man  lifted 
his  head  and  smiled.  His  face  was 
wet.  He  patted  Nancy's  hand  and  she 
smiled  back. 

"Now  you  have  two  friends,"  she 
told  him.  "You  have  Jesus  and  you 
have  me." 

"Yes,"  he  nodded  and  his  smile 
was  glad.  "Yes,  yes."  He  kept 
nodding.  "I  have  God  and  I  have 
you."  He  held  her  hand  tightly. 
"I  am  a  very  happy  old  man." 
-Evangelize. 
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YOUTH  HONORS  RETIRING  PASTOR 

by  Mrs.  Florence  Skinner 

On  Monday  night,  August  5,  the 
young  people  of  the  First  Free  Will 
Baptist  Church  in  Wilson,  entertained 
their  pastor  and  his  wife,  the  Rev. 
and  Mrs.  C.  F.  Bowen,  at  an  ice- 
cream supper.  Mr.  Bowen  spoke 
to  the  young  people  using  the  thir- 
teenth chapter  of  1  Corinthians  as 
his  text.  At  the  close  of  the  evening 
the  young  people  presented  the 
Bowens  a  mixer  and  a  framed  copy 
of  a  tribute  to  Mr.  Bowen  which  was 
written  for  the  young  people  by  Nancy 
Matthews.  The  tribute  reads  as 
follows. 


Preacher  Bowen 


We,  the  young  people  of  the  First 
Free  Will  Baptist  Church  in  Wilson, 
want  to  thank  you  for  what  you've 
been  to  our  lives  since  your  pastor- 
ate began  here  twelve  years  ago. 

For  those  of  us  who  have  bounced 
into  society  since  you  came,  we  want 
to  thank  you  for  the  encouragement 
you  gave  to  our  parents.  You  looked 
at  a  red,  wrinkled  bundle  with  no 
teeth,  not  much  sign  of  hair  and  said, 
"Isn't  he  pretty!"  This  gave  our 
parents  mental  flashes  of  future  Miss 
Americas  or  United  States  Presi- 
dents. 

Then  we  became  toddlers.  On 
Easter  Sunday  you  let  us  march  down 
the  aisle  in  new  shoes  that  bit  our 
feet  and  frilly  bows  that  pulled  our 
hair.  We  guess  the  pain  must  have 
been  worth  it  though  by  the  smiles 
from  the  congregation.  But,  to  be 
quite  truthful,  we  couldn't  have  cared 
less  about  those  marches. 

Then  came  the  long  awaited  day 
when  we  were  old  enough  to  join  the 
Cherubs .  You  led  us  through  choruses 
which  we  frequently  bumbled.  But 
that  didn't  bother  us.  We  knew  the 
Lord  was  using  this  to  bless  us  and 
the  congregation,  didn't  we? 

We  kept  growing,  and  during  this 
time  the  conviction  of  sin  began  to 
grow  under  your  inspired  messages. 
Finally,  one  by  one,  we  turned  from 


sin  to  accept  Jesus  as  Saviour. 

Yo  u  carried  us  safely  through  the 
baptismal  services,  never  dropping 
the  first  one! 

As  in  everyone,  Satan  keeps  after 
us  when  we  don't  fight  hard  enough. 
Who  has  been  there  to  console  our 
parents  and  counsel  with  us?  You 
have,  night  or    day,  rain  or  shine. 

Then  came  the  day  the  church  was 
dressed  in  flowers  and  before  a 
candlelit  altar,  you  performed  the 
ceremony  joining  us  in  marriage. 
But  we  weren't  through  with  you 
then.  Into  this  happy  ever  after 
came  bouncing  baby  girls  and  boys. 
You  were  on  hand  for  the  dedication. 

Yes,  you've  been  one  of  the  great- 
est influences  in  our  lives  during 
these  twelve  years  with  your  kind- 
ness, your  guidance,  your  patience, 
your  counsel,  your  love,  and  your 
prayers. 

How  in  the  world  does  one 
say,    "Thank  you,"    for   all  this? 

With  all  our  love, 

Cherubs,  BAs,  GAs,  and  YFAs 

Mr.  Bowen  will  retire  from  his 
pastorate  of  the  First  Free  Will 
Baptist  Church  in  Wilson  on 
September  8,  1974. 


Coming  Events  .  .  . 

September  11,  12-North  Carolina 
State  Convention  of  Original  Free 
Will  Baptists,  Kenan  Memorial 
Auditorium,  Kenansville,  North 
Carolina 

September  19-Eastern  District  Worn - 
man's  Auxiliary  Convention,  Spring 
Hope  Free  Will  Baptist  Church  near 

September  21,  10  A.M. -Free  Will 
Baptist  Visitation  Day,  Mount  Olive 
College,  Mount  Olive,  North  Caro- 
lina 


MOUNT  OLIVE 

(Continued  from  Page  12) 

The  course  also  includes  the  study 
of  creative  sermon  preparation  and 
delivery. 

The  first  class  meeting  will  be 
Monday,  September  9,  at  7  p.m.,  in 
Room  115  of  the  Henderson  Build- 
ing. 

In  addition  to  the  course  on  Pas- 
toral Care,  a  course  on  "Hebrew 
Prophets"  will  be  taught  by  the  Rev. 
Shelton  Howard  The  course  is  a  study 
of  the  prophets  of  the  Old  Testament 
and  their  writings  with  particular 
emphasis  on  their  message  for  our 
time.     The  course  is  open  to  all 


interested  Sunday  school  teacher 
and  interested  laymen. 

COURSE  IN  NEW  BERN 

A  course  in  Old  Testament  studie 
is  being  taught  at  St.  Mary's  church  ii 
New  Bern.  The  class  had  its  firs 
meeting  on  Tuesday,  September  3 
however,  anyone  interested  in  takini 
the  course  may  still  register  at  thi 
next  class  meeting  on  Tuesday,  Sep 
tember  10,  at  7  p.m. 

The  course  will  be  a  survey  of  th< 
books  of  the  Old  Testament,  the  back 
ground  out  of  which  they  came,  an< 
their  message  for  our  time. 

The  course  will  be  taught  by  Dr 
Michael  Pelt,  chairman  of  the  depart 
ment  of  religion  at  the  College,  andi 
can  be  taken  for  college  credit  oi 
noncredit.  The  cost  of  the  cours 
will  be  $10  per  person,  plus  the  cos 
of  books. 

All  Free  Will  Baptists  are  urge( 
to  take  advantage  of  this  special  edu- 
cational opportunity. 


LET  JESUS  BE  YOUR  GUin 
by  Ora  Mae  Barnhill 
Wilson,  North  Carlina 

If  you  take  Jesus  for  your  guidi 

You  will  never  stray. 
He  will  be  right  by  your  side 

And  He  will  lead  the  way. 
Don't   let  the  devil  be  your,  guici 

In  anything  you  do; 
He  will  only  get  you  down 

And  make  a  bum  of  you. 

Oh,  let  Jesus  be  your  guide! 

He  will  take  you  through, 
And  you  will  be  satisfied 

And  never  more  be  blue. 
He  will  guide  you  up  the  hills 

And  in  the  valleys  below; 
He  will  brush  the  tears  away, 

Oh,  He  loves  you  so! 

I  want  Jesus  for  my  guide 

All  along  the  way; 
To  lead  me  up  that  rocky  hill 

To  that  eternal  day; 
Where   the   sun  will  always  shin 

And  the  sky  is  always  blue, 
I  want  Jesus  for  my  guide, 

How  about  you? 

When  Moses  and  the  Israelites 

From  Pharaoh's  men  did  flee 
Behind  them  were  old  Pharaoh's  men 

Before  them  was  the  sea. 
Old  Moses  walked  up  to  the  shor 

And  lifted  his  shining  rod; 
And  praise  the  Lord  the  waters  rolle 

By  the  mighty  hand  of  God. 

As  God  led  these  men  of  old, 

He  will  lead  you  too; 
If  you'll  only  trust  in  Him, 

He  will  see  you  through, 
So  friends,  don't  be  afraid 

To  face  men  with  your  God; 
Just  remember  he's  always  there 

If  the  straight  road  you  trod. 
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Questions  &  Answers 

(Continued  from  Page  5) 
Jhave  delegated  authority  and  the 
power  of  God  to  protect  us  again  all 
satanic  wiles;  and  then  Jesus  prom- 
ised both  to  send  the  blessed  Holy 
Spirit  to  be  with  us  and  in  us;  and 
He  promised  Himself  to  be  present 
with  us  having  all  power  in  heaven  and 
on  earth. 

There  is  to  be  found  on  Page  87 
m  Peloubet's  1968  Select  Notes  a 
!(good  illustration  on  loving  one  another 
as  Jesus  taught  that  we  should: 

"The  History  of  the  British  and 
oreign  Bible  Society  contains  a  re- 
arkable  illustration  of  the  use  of  a 
verse  in  our  lesson  among  the  con- 
Jverted  savages  of  New  Zealand,  known 
s  the  Maoris.   'In  later  years,  when 
he  New  Testament  had  been  com- 
Jpleted  and  the  light  of  the  gospel 
[J  lad  been  shed  over  the  three  islands, 
it  is  told  that  a  missionary,  holding 
i  farewell  service  before  his  return 

to  England,  observed  a  Maori  sudden  - 
y  withdraw  from  the  semicircle  be- 
fore the  Lord's  table  and  go  back  the 
whole  length  of  the  church  to  his 
I]  seat,  and  then,  after  some  time  re- 
turn and  partake  of  the  Holy  Com- 
munion. Questioned  as  to  his  strange 
behavior,  the  islander  replied: 
'When  I  approached  the  table  I  did  not 
know  beside  whom  I  should  have  to 
kneel.  Then  I  suddenly  saw  that  I 
was  bside  a  man  who  some  years 
ago  slew  my  father  and  drank  his 
jlood,  and  whom  I  then  sore  I  would 
till  the  first  time  that  I  should  see 
him.  .  .  .  So  I  went  back  to  my 
seat.  Arrived  there,  I  saw  in  the 
spirit  the  upper  sanctuary,  and  seem  - 
3d  to  hear  a  voice:  'Thereby  shall 
all  men  knowthat  ye  are  my  disciples, 
f  ye  love  one  another.'  That  made  a 
deep  impression  on  me;  and  at  the 
same  time  I  thought  I  saw  another 
sight-a  Cross  and  a  Man  nailed 
:hereon-and  I  heard  Him  say,  'Father, 
ii»  forgive  them,  for  they  know  not  what 
hey  do.'  Then  I  went  back  to  the 
altar."  '  " 

It  might  be  well  that  we  follow 
Paul's  admonition  and  examine  each 
lis  ownself,  remembering  that  "... 
■0  le  that  eateth  and  drinketh  unworthily, 
pateth  and  drinketh  damnation  to  him- 
self" (1  Corinthians  11:29).  The  Bible 
is  the  lamp  to  our  feet  and  the  light 
o  our  path.  Let  us  become  suf- 
ficiently well  acquainted  with  its 
contents  to  make  personal  application 
jf  its  truths  at  all  times  and  under 
ill   conditions  and  circumstances. 

Dr.  L.  T.  Talbot  says  on  Page  56 
in  his  book,  Bible  Questions  Explain - 
Jd: 

"It  (Matthew  25:41)  does  imply 
hat  hell  was  not  'prepared'  for  man. 
Hell  was  'prepared'  for  the  devil  and 


his  angels.  When  man  fell  into  sin, 
God  'prepared'  salvation  for  him. 
But  it  is  clearly  stated  that,  if  man 
rejected  that  prepared  salvation,  he 
will  find  himself  in  the  place  pre- 
pared for  the  devil  and  his  angels." 

So  let  us  shun  it  by  obeying  John 
3:36:  "He  that  believeth  on  the  Son 
hath  everlasting  life:  and  he  that 
believeth  not  the  Son  shall  not  see 
life;  but  the  wrath  of  God  abideth 
on  him." 

Sunday  School  Lesson 

(Continued  from  Page  11) 
priest  in  particular.    He  alone  was 
able   to   enter   the  holy  of  holies. 

But  Jesus  Christ  has  opened  a  new 
and  living  way  by  His  sacrifice  on  the 
Cross.  As  believers  who  know  our 
sins  are  forgiven,  we  have  access  to 
God  without  going  through  a  special 
class  of  priests.  In  fact,  God's 
Word  declares  that  all  who  know  the 
Lord  Jesus  are  priests  of  God. 

The  Latin  word  for  priest  isponti- 
fex,  meaning  one  who  builds  bridges. 
The  priest  is  really  one  who  builds 
a  bridge  for  others  to  come  to  God. 
The  Christian  has  an  obligation  to 
build  bridges;  that  is,  to  bring  men 
and  women  to  the  Saviour  who  waits 
to  receive  all  who  seek  Him. -David 
McCarthy. 


From  the  Southland 
To  the  Northland; 
And  all  around 

From  East  to  West; 
God's  blest  America 

Above  the  rest! 
God's  blessed  America- 
Give  Him  your  best! 


-Selected. 


CORRECTION  PLEASE! 

The  article  "Highway  Safety" 
which  appeared  in  the  August  21  's 
issue  of  The  Free  Will  Baptist  was 
credited  to  Dr.  W.  Burkette  Raper, 
president  of  Mount  Olive  College. 
However,  proper  credit  should  be 
given  to  the  Rev.  Frank  Harrison, 
chaplain  at  the  college.  We  apolo- 
gize for  this  error. 


Auxiliary 

(Continued  from  Page  6) 

women  as  a  challenge  for  next  year's 
offering  for  the  renovation  of  the  Main 
Building. 

Mrs.  Merle  Godwin  of  Pine  Level 
conducted  the  Friday  morning' s  devo- 
tion. Her  subject  was  "God  Is  Ma- 
jestic." 

In  the  morning  message  Mrs.  Katie 


Roper  of  Belhaven  spoke  on  "Vic- 
tory Through  Witnessing."  She  pre- 
sented a  skit  with  puppets.  Mrs. 
Frances  Phillips  sang  "Most  of  All, 
I  Want  to  See  Jesus." 

At  2  p.m.  Friday,  Mrs.  Barrow 
completed  her  Bible  study. 

The  Friday  evening  service  is  al- 
ways a  mission  service.  The  Rev. 
Joe  Ingram,  director -treasurer  of 
the  Foreign  Mission  Board,  came  up 
to  bring  the  message.  His  subject 
was  "Go  and  Tell."  Special  music 
was  rendered  by  a  quartet  composed 
of  Mrs.  Lucretia  Burbage,  Mrs.  Nina 
Grace  Register,  Mrs.  Lorraine  Garn- 
er, and  Mrs.  Frances  Phillips  who 
sang  "Win  the  Lost  at  Any  Cost." 
Mrs.  Alma  Dale  sang  "Because  He 
Loved  Me."  The  offering  for  mis- 
sions was  $639. 

Mrs.  Dola  Dudley  read  Scripture 
Saturday  morning  and  Mrs.  Alma 
Dale  sang  "The  Next  Step"  which 
concluded  a  glorious  week  with  old 
friends,  new  friends,  and  a  sweeter 
relationship  with  a  Friend  that 
"sticketh  closer  than  a  brother." 


FAMILY  FIRESIDE 

(Continued  from  Page  4) 

leaves  port  under  sealed  orders.  We 
cannot  know  whither  we  are  going, 
or  what  we  are  to  do,  until  the  time 
comes  for  breaking  the  seal."  But 
I  can  tell  you  something  more  beauti- 
ful than  this.  Every  regenerated 
soul  sets  out  on  its  voyage  with  an 
invisible  Captain  onboard,  who  knows 
the  nature  of  our  sealed  orders  from 
the  outset,  and  who  will  shape  our 
entire  voyage  accordingly  if  we  will 
only  let  Him. --Dr.  A.  J.  Gordon. 

Prayer  Thought 
We  have  heard  repeatedly  that  God 
knows  and  understands.  It  is  re- 
freshing to  know  that  we  are  in  cap- 
able hands.  Let  us  trust  Him  al- 
ways. 

(Devotions  used  by  permission, 
Knight's  Master  Book  of  New  Illus- 
trations, Eerdmans  Press.) 


GROW  LOVELY  GROWING  OLD! 

"Let  me  grow  lovely  growing  old, 

So  many  fine  things  do; 
Silks  and  ivory  and  gold, 

And  laces  need  not  be  new. 
There  is  healing  in  old  trees, 

Old  streets  a  glamour  hold, 
Why  not  I  as  well  as  they 

Grow  lovely,  growing  old?" 

-Selected. 
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HOW  WOULD  YOU  REACT  TO  THE  STATEMENT  THAT 
SOMEONE  IN  YOUR  FAMILY  WAS  HOPELESSLY  ILL  ? 

MORAL  OR  IMMORAL  ? 


Miguel... 

LIVE  AND  LET  LIVE? 

"If  I  had  my  way,  I'd  let  him  die  now!"  The  words  startle  us  as  they  are 
spoken,  but  the  brave  soul  doing  the  speaking  may  be  expressing  what  we 
ourselves  feel  but  are  unable  to  say  for  fear  of  severe  reprisals  from  those 
who  would  be  dismayed  at  the  very  thought  of  our  letting  such  an  idea  enter 
our  heads. 

For  sometime  now  there  has  been  serious  discussion  concerning  euthana- 
sia-mercy killing,  if  you  will;  and  few  of  us  are  able  to  view  the  subject 
objectively.  The  very  idea  of  taking  another's  life-be  it  in  self-defense  (as  in 
war),  by  accident  (an  unintentional  snuffing  out  of  one's  existence),  or 
by  purpose  (real  intent)-is  repugnant  to  most  humane  individuals.  On  the 
other  hand,  doctors  who,  for  generations  have  made  it  their  business  to  pre- 
vent and  cure  disease  and  to  heal  the  bruised  and  broken  and  to  treat  and  re- 
lieve the  suffering,  view  the  subject  from  a  scientific  as  well  as  a  moral 
standpoint. 

Patients  who  are  no  more  than  the  proverbial  vegetable,  lying  on  a  bed 
year  after  year,  unable  to  move,  unconscious  of  subsisting,  even  (and  if  so, 
perhaps  wishing  otherwise)  are  a  strong  argument  for  the  proeuthanasic 
group.  "They  are  not  really  living  anyway.  They're  no  good  to  themselves 
or  their  families;  and,  their  families  suffer  extreme  psychological  harm 
by  watching  them,  knowing  that  there  is  no  better  for  them.  It  would  be 
best  to  put  an  end  to  it." 

"Oh  no!"  answers  the  moralist.  "You haven't  the  right  to  take  something 
you  cannot  give.     There's  a  purpose  for  it  all.  Don't  try  to  play  God! " 

A  victim  of  an  automobile  accident  is  told  that  he  will  be  permanently 
paralyzed  (as  doctors  no  longer  hold  back  the  grim  facts  and  are  criti- 
cized as  being  too  honest),  and  we  are  made  to  wonder  why  such  a  thing  must 
happen.  Day-by-day,  they  become  little  more  than  a  "thing,"  debilitated  to 
the  extent  that  the  only  part  of  their  anatomy  of  which  they  have  control  is 
the  head,  and  sometimes  not  even  that.  If  the  victim  can  speak,  he  does  so 
haltingly,  disdaining  to  verbalize  his  discomfort  in  stammering  syllables, 
soon   to   become  quieter  and  quieter  until  he  no  longer  communicates. 

A  person  is  slowly  dying  of  cancer,  perhaps  the  most  dreaded  of  dis- 
eases, and  our  hearts  break  with  them  and  their  family.  Even  if  no  pain 
is  present  (because  an  operation  has  been  performed  to  clip  the  nerves), 
one  can  hardly  bear  to  watch  the  body  waste  gradually  away  until  there  is 
little  more  than  skin  and  bones  and  hollow,  hollow  eyes  that  plead  for  help 
but  know  that  there  is  little  that  can  be  offered. 

A  child's  body  is  crushed  and  mammocked  beyond  recognition.  His  head 
has  sustained  an  injury  which  causes  irreparable  brain  damage.  Destined 
to  an  existence  of  erratic  behavior,  uncontrollable  fits,  everpresent  pain, 
he  is  never  to  be  of  any  real  pleasure  to  himself  or  anyone  else,  un- 
able to  be  a  useful  member  of  society,  regardless  of  the  amount  of  rehabili- 
tation. "He  should  be  put  out  of  his  misery,"  say  some.  And,  a  baby 
is  born  malformed,  a  freak  by  society's  standards.  He  may  be  a  hydro- 
cephalic (a  waterhead),  a  mongoloid,  or  perhaps  a  spina  bifida  (one  born 
with  an  opened  spine  who  is  to  be  plagued  by  operation  after  operation  with 
little  success  anticipated).  "These,"  say  some,  "should  be  mercifully 
'put  away'  before  they  are  allowed  to  agonize  physically  and  emotionally." 

The  problem  with  this  philosophy  (if  one  can  call  it  such)  is  that  God  all 
too  often  is  left  out  of  the  picture.  Our  finite  minds  are  not  supposed  to 
understand  the  reasons  for  suffering  and  deformity;  and,  certainly,  we  do  not 
enjoy  seeing  such.  Yet,  because  God  is  God,  we  must  allow  Him  the  last 
word  and  act  concerning  life  and  death.  Our  thoughts  are  prompted  to- 
ward some  words  from  the  beloved  black  poet,  James  Weldon  Johnson,  in 
his  poem,  "The  Creation":  "This  great  God,  like  a  mammy  bending  over 
her  baby,  kneeled  down  in  the  dust  toiling  over  a  lump  of  clay  till  He  shaped 
it  in  His  own  image;  then  into  it  He  blew  the  breath  of  life,  and  man  became 
a  living  soul  Amen.  Amen."  Though  not  strictly  scriptural,  this  passage 
does  say  something  to  us. 

God  gave  the  breath  of  life,  and  we  cannot,  in  good  conscience,  consider 
taking  it  away,  regardless  of  how  kind  it  may  seem.  Sometimes  miracles 
are  wrought  by  and  from  tragedy.  Let  us  not  be  guilty  of  preventing  a 
miracle.  ...  If  you  or  someone  dear  to  you  were  hopelessly  sick  or  in- 
jured and  the  decision  rested  with  you  to  let  live  or  kill,  what  would  you  do? 
Just  think!  Could  enough  water  (or  blood)  cleanse  your  hands?  How  about 
your  mind  and  heart?  Shouldn't  we  allow  all  to  live  unless  we  have  something 
better  to  give?  Comment? 
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KJHf     JLj  JL  X3th  XI X  X 

by  Mrs.  Dianne  Raper 


n 

f  ULLETS  were  exploding  every - 
■I  where.  The  smell  of  powder, 
blood,  and  violence  was  strong  in  the 
air.  The  haze  of  smoke  made  it 
difficult  to  see  clearly.  The  screams 
of  the  innocent  and  guilty  rang  over 
the  land.  Men,  women,  and  children 
gave  their  sweat,  their  tears,  their 
blood,  their  lives,  everything-to  form 
i  new  country  for  those  who  would 
come  after  them.  Many  were  poor, 
aneducated,  and  starving.  Yet  they 
fought  and  died  so  that  a  new,  better 
ivay  of  life  for  all  men,  women,  and 
children  could  be  a  reality,  not  just 
i  dream.  They  made  a  constitu- 
[ion  to  guide  and  protect  future  gen- 
erations from  the  pitfalls  and  troubles 
:hey  knew  were  to  come.  Then  they 
Started  building  toward  the  type  of  fu- 
ture they  knew  would  last.  They  up- 
leld  all  the  moral  values  and  truths 
Vhich  all  men  recognized  as  neces- 
sary for  honorable  peace  and  personal 
|reedom.  They  instructed  the  up- 
:oming  generations  of  men  and  women 
n  observance  of  God,  in  the  peace - 
ul  preservation  of  our  country,  and  in 
ighting  destructive  forces  who  would 
villingly  take  over  other  countries 
is  well  as  our  own. 

Since  the  founding  of  our  country, 
_  /e  have  fought  honorably  in  two  world 
vars  and  in  several  smaller  wars. 
Ve  had  to  help  preserve  some  type 
if    freedom    and    some  objective 
lalance  with  the  other  countries  of  the 
rorld.    In  each  incident  we  have  be- 
J  aved  in  a  constructive,  reasonable 
«  lay,  giving  assistance  when  asked. 

ut 

bt 

But  there  is  a  war  going  on  now  in 
J  ur  country  that  most  of  the  average 
ft  itizens  aren't  even  aware  of.  It 
ed  s  very  carefully  and  deliberately 
'«  Indefined.  It's  not  a  war  that  is 
S  |ut  in  the  open  so  you  can  deal  with 

t.  It's  a  sneaky,  underground,  can- 
J  erous  type  of  war  that  is  eating 

way  at  our  country  through  its  peo- 

le  and  its  natural  resources.  Thou- 
K  ands  of  people  throughout  our  land 
I  re    being    brainwashed    and  pro- 

rammed  by  subversive  propaganda 
-  veryday.  They  are  using  drugs, 
iit  lcohol,  or  any  means  at  their  dis- 
0  osal  to  infiltrate  our  everyday  lives 
'  nd  destroy  us  without  our  knowledge. 


Fountain,  North  Carolina 

They  work  through  our  young  people 
who  are  dissatisfied  with  their 
present  lives,  union  members  who 
want  better  working  conditions,  and 
racial  groups  who  seek  better  liv- 
ing conditions.  They  are  so  thorough 
in  their  infiltration  techniques  that 
these  groups  are  swayed  to  their  will 
without  any  knowledge  of  having  been 
used.  They  work  on  our  government 
to  undermine  it,  and  cause  trouble 
between  the  government  and  its  peo- 
ple. They  frame  innocent  people 
and  place  corruption  where  there 
was  no  corruption.  They  buy  up 
land  or  channel  it  into  use  by  other 
countries  so  that  we  are  quite  un- 
aware that  we  are  selling  our  country 
out.  They  always  have  large  sums  of 
money  at  their  fingertips  to  buy  the 
weak  and  needy  who  fall  prey  to  them. 
And  if  any  detection  or  trouble  comes 
their  way,  they  are  always  ready  to 
crawl  back  into  the  woodwork  from 
which  they  come. 


Who  are  these  nameless,  soulless 
people  no  one  can  identify  or  find? 
Is  it  just  our  country  they  are  work- 
ing on?  No!  They  are  working  on 
every  country  where  God  can  be 
found.  Any  country  that  counts  in- 
dividual freedom,  worship,  and  per- 
sonal honor  as  a  necessary  means  to 
peaceful  living.  They  are  the  sons 
and  daughters  of  Satan  who  are  gradu- 
ally preparing  the  countries  of  the 
world  for  his  arrival,  his  subjuga- 
tion of  its  people  to  him,  and  the 
ultimate  last  war.  The  Bible  tells 
us  over  and  over  again  that  that  day 
is  coming.  Read  Revelation  and  you 
will  find  all  the  facts  you  need  to 
realize  just  how  hard  Satan  will 
work  to  keep  you  away  from  the 
only  hope  you  can  ever  have-God! 
Satan  is  recruiting  more  help  every- 
day. Paganism,  witchcraft,  and  devil 
worship  may  sound  very  intriguing 
and  exciting,  but  may  God  have  mercy 
on  your  soul  if  you  take  part  in  any 
of  these  things  and  don't  repent  to 
the  real,  everlasting  God;  because, 
brother  and  sister,  you  are  surely 
headed  for  eternal  damnation! 

It  is  very  important  that  we  under- 
stand our  heritage.  And  even  more 
important,  that  we  understand  what  is 


going  on  in  our  country  now.  If  we 
can  realize  this,  we  will  know  where 
we  stand.  Then,  and  only  then,  can 
we  work  together  to  save  ourselves 
for  God.  But  you  have  to  stand  on 
your  own  two  feet.  You  can't  shove 
your  responsibility  for  your  country 
off  on  someone  else.  It  is  each  and 
every  citizen  who  makes  up  this  great 
land  of  America,  and  it  is  the  same 
"every  citizen"  who  will  determine 
whether  we  will  go  into  captivity  or 
remain  free.  I  cannot  step  on  your 
toes  hard  enough  about  this  because 
too  many  of  you  say,  "I'm  not  in- 
volved." Well,  friend,  you  were 
born  and  raised  here,  you  live  here, 
and  you  will  be  involved  one  way 
or  the  other  until  you  die.  By  sitting 
back  and  holding  your  hands  you  are 
selling  your  own  country  away.  Or, 
by  working  with  those  who  believe  in 
freedom  and  Christianity,  you  can 
save  yourself  and  several  others.  It's 
not  going  to  be  easy,  but  whoever 
said  that  unselfishness  and  courage 
were  ever  easy?  They  are  just  very 
worthwhile. 


In  saving  our  country,  in  keeping 
its  laws  and  moral  ethics  from  being 
changed  or  destroyed,  we  will  help 
other  countries  keep  their  courage 
up,  also.  They  will  fight  harder 
against  Satan  to  save  more  of  their 
people.  Do  you  think  God  would 
have  it  this  way?  Of  course  He 
would.  That  is  why  He  is  giving  us 
time,  knowledge,  and  ability  to  help 
ourselves.  He  tells  us  throughout  the 
Bible  to  work  to  save  our  fellow - 
man;  to  learn  His  laws  and  obey 
them;  to  beware  of  Satan  and  to 
fight  him;  to  pray  daily  to  God  for 
guidance  and  understanding,  for  wis- 
dom and  courage,  for  peace  and 
strength.  Please,  don't  let  God  or 
your  fellowman  down!  It's  too  im- 
portant to  ignore  or  cast  aside. 
Please  have  some  pride  in  your 
country.  Work  for  it  and  elect  Chris- 
tian people  who  have  the  fear  of  God 
in  them  to  lead  you.  Support  the 
Christians  you  already  have  in  of- 
fice. But  most  important,  find  out 
where  all  of  our  leaders  stand  on 
every  issue.  Find  someone  you  can 
trust.  Remember,  this  is  your 
country:  of  the  people,  by  the  people, 
for  the  people.  God  is  Truth-are  you? 
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SUNDAY,  SEPTEMBER  15 

Scripture  Reading-Proverbs  17:17 
Faithful  in  Adversity 

Adversity  is  the  wind  or  the  fan 
which  separates  the  chaff  of  flattery 
from  the  grain  of  solid  friendship. 
The  Shadow  once  said  to  the  Body: 
"Who  is  a  friend  like  me?  I  follow 
you  wherever  you  go.  In  sunlight 
or  in  moonlight  I  never  forsake 
you . "  "  True , ' '  answered  the  Body , 
"you  go  with  me  in  sunlight  and 
moon  light .  But  where  are  you  when 
neither  sun  nor  moon  shines  upon 
me?"  The  true  friend  is  one  who  is 
faithful  in  adversity  and  who  abides 
with  us  in  the  darkness  of  the  night. 
-Clarence  E.  Macartney. 

Prayer  Thought 
To  be  a  real  friend  one  must 
always  be  willing  to  help  another,  es- 
pecially in  a  time  of  need.  A  friend 
is  a  priceless  possession,  more 
precious  than  gold. 

MONDAY,  SEPTEMBER  16 

Scripture  Reading-Deuteronomy  4: 

7 

The  Greatness  of  America 
De  Tocqeville  of  France,  over  a 
hundred  years  ago,  visited  America. 
Upon  his  return  home  he  wrote:  "I 
sought  for  the  greatness  of  America 
in  her  harbors  and  rivers  and  fer- 
tile fields,  and  her  mines  and  com- 
merce. It  was  not  there.  Not  until 
I  went  into  the  churches  and  heard 
her  pulpits  flame  with  righteousness 
did  I  understand  the  greatness  of  her 
power.  America  is  great  because 
she  is  good;  and  if  America  ever 
ceases  to  be  good,  America  will 
cease  to  be  great.  "-Selected. 

Prayer  Thought 
America  was  founded  on  freedom  of 
religion.     Perhaps  our  forefathers 
should  have  specified  which  God  we 
were  to  "worship. 

TUESDAY,  SEPTEMBER  17 

Scripture  Reading-Ephesians  4:32 
A  Father's  Love  and  Sacrifice 
Many  years  ago  a  boy  came  back 


to  the  city  from  which  he  had  run 
away  some  time  before.  He  came 
riding  in  a  box  car,  drunk  and  penni- 
less. The  next  morning,  while  his 
brain  was  still  dull,  he  stopped  a 
couple  of  men  on  the  street  and  asked 
for  money  for  a  meal.  One  of  the  men 
looked  closely  at  him,  and  then  said 
to  the  other,  "I  must  ask  you  to  ex- 
cuse me.  I  recognize  here  the  son 
of  an  old  friend,  and  I  must  go  with 
him."  But  what  he  could  not  bring 
himself  to  say  in  the  shock  of  the 
recognition  was  that  it  was  his  own 
son  who  stood  there.  The  father 
took  the  boy  with  him.  He  arranged 
his  business  so  he  could  be  away 
from  it,  and  gave  up  his  life  to  his 
son.  He  never  left  him  day  or  night, 
and  never  by  word  or  sign  rebuked 
him  for  the  past,  but  put  all  the 
strength  of  his  soul  into  the  battle 
until  after  six  months,  one  night  in  a 
city  mission,  the  boy  found  Christ  and 
was  saved.  What  a  picture  the  story 
gives  of  the  divine  Father,  seeking  and 
striving  with  wandering  children,  with 
no  recriminations  for  the  past,  only 
an  eager  longing  that  the  sinner  come 
back  into  right  relationship  with  his 
Maker. -Youth's  Companion. 

Prayer  Thought 
We  have  a  loving  heavenly  Father 
who  is  waiting  patiently  for  us  to  re- 
turn to  Him.  His  sheltering  arms 
will  embrace  us  as  soon  as  we  request 
His  presence. 

WEDNESDAY,  SEPTEMBER  18 

Scripture  Reading-2  Corinthians  4: 

17 

"These  Hands" 

A  young  man  and  a  young  woman 
had  plighted  their  troth,  and  were 
looking  forward  to  a  near  wedding 
day,  when  the  young  man  was  sudden- 
ly called  to  service.  From  the  field 
of  warfare  letters  regularly  came  and 
went,  and  love  shone  brightly  in  all  of 
them.  Then  letters  from  the  young 
man  abruptly  ceased.  A  few  weeks 
passed  and  then  there  came  a  letter 
in  a  strange  handwriting.  In  it  the 
young  woman  read: 

"There  has  been  another  battle. 
I  have  lost  both  my  arms.  I  asked 
my  comrade  to  write  this  for  me, 
and  to  tell  you  that  I  release  you  from 
our  troth,  for  now  I  will  not  be  able 
to  work  and  support  you." 

That  letter  was  never  answered. 
By  the  next  train  the  young  w  man 
journeyed  southward.  She  left  the 
train  and  went  direct  to  the  hospital. 
Inquiring  the  location  of  the  young 
man's  cot  she  quietly  approached  and 
suddenly  flung  herself  down  by  the 
side  of  his  cot  with  the  passionate 
words,  "I  will  never  give  you  up. 
These  hands  of  mine  will  work  for 
you.  We  will  live  our  life  of  love 
together.  "-S.  E.  DuBois. 


Prayer  Thought 
We  should  not  fall  in  love  with  any 
one  part  of  a  person.  We  love  the 
person  for  their  entire  being,  their 
inner  being.  We  love  what  a  person 
stands  for  and  believes  in  as  well  as 
their  physical  form. 

THURSDAY,  SEPTEMBER  19 

Scripture  Reading-Luke  6:35 
If  You  Were  Busy 
If  you  were  busy  being  kind, 
Before  you  knew  it  you  would  find 
You'd  soon  forget  to  think  'twas  true 
That   someone  was  unkind  to  you. 

If  you  were  busy  being  glad, 
And  cheering  people  who  are  sad, 
Although  your  heart  might  ache  a  bit, 
You'd  soon  forget  to  notice  it. 

If  you  were  busy  being  good, 
And  doing  just  the  best  you  could, 
You'd  not  have  time  to  blame  some 
man 

Who's  doing  just  the  best  he  can. 

-Selected. 

Prayer  Thought 
No  one  can  expect  us  to  do  any- 
more than  our  best.  We  know  when 
we  are  extending  ourselves  to  the 
limit  of  our  resources.  God  knows 
and  understands,  what  others  think 
is  of  no  consequence. 

FRIDAY,  SEPTEMBER  20 

Scripture  Reading-Psalm  36:7 
"Nothing  Left   to  Worry  About!" 

Let  us  give  up  our  work,  our 
plans,  ourselves,  our  lives,  our  loved 
ones,  our  influence,  our  all,  right  in- 
to His  hand;  and  then,  when  we  have 
given  all  over  to  Him,  there  will  be 
nothing  left  for  us  to  be  troubled 
about,  or  to  make  trouble  about. 
-J.  Hudson  Taylor. 

Prayer  Thought 
Be  much  in  prayer  and  allow  God  to 
take  over  your  fears  and  sorrows. 
He  has  promised  to  help  if  we  will 
only  come  to  Him  and  ask. 

SATURDAY,  SEPTEMBER  21 

Scripture  Reading-Proverbs  20:1 
The  Greater  Danger 

An  elderly  person  asked  her  aged 
father:  "Father,  why  did  you  never 
drink?  Was  it  because  you  didn't 
like  it?"  "No,"  he  replied,  "it 
was  because  I  did  like  it. "-Selected. 

Prayer  Thought 
Most  of  us  find  the  forbidden  fasci- 
nating. Sinful  acts  are  more  attrac- 
tive than  good,  wholesome  activities. 
The  devil  does  not  make  himself 
ugly,  only  his  results. 

(Devotions  used  by  permission, 
Knight's  Master  Book  of  New  Il- 
lustrations, Eerdmans  Press.) 
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QUESTIONS 

and 
ANSWERS 


Conducted  by  J.  P.  BARROW 
Route  1,  Box  475,  LaGrange,  North  Carolina  28551 


Question:  Please  explain,  "Then 
said  Jesus  unto  his  disciples,  If  any 
man  will  come  after  me,  let  him 
ieny  himself,  and  take  up  his  cross, 
ind  follow  me"   (Matthew  16:24). 


Answer :  George  H .  Sandi son  answers 
a  similar  question  on  Page  257  in  his 
book,  1000  Difficult  Bible  Questions 
Answered,  which  seem  fitting  to  quote 
here: 

"This  passage  in  Matthew  16:24 
las  been  often  discussed.  It  would  be 
mpossible  to  state  just  what  details 
tor  each  individual  life  are  involved 
in  this  sacrifice.    Christ  definitely 
commanded  the  rich  young  ruler  to 
sell  all  his  property  and  give  it  to 
the  poor.  He  refused,  and,  so  far  as 
we  know,  lost  his  soul.    But  Christ 
left  no  specific  command  that  every 
follower  of  his  must  do  that  same 
ping.   What  he  did  demand,  and  still 
demands,  is  that  every  follower  must 
acknowledge  that  all  his  possessions 
belong  to  Christ,  must  cease  to  use 
them  selfishly,  and  begin  and  con- 
tinue to  use  them  for  the  welfare  of 
[others.  It  is  true  enough  that  radical 
changes  would  take  place  in  society 
if  all  professed  Christians  should 
really  live  on  this  principle.  But  it  is 
the  clear  teaching  of  Christ,  and  we 
cannot  do  otherwise  without  forfeiting 
our  discipleship.  We  must  deny  our- 
selves for  the  sake  of  others,  we  must 
take  up  our  cross,'  that  is,  must  do 
he  thing  that  is  hard  or  will  cause 
>is  loss,  because  our  loyalty  to  Christ 
demands  it;  and  we  must  follow  him  in 
paths    of    self-sacrifice  and  sym- 
pathetic helpfulness." 

I  feel  that  Christ  means  that  we  need 
to  do  as  Paul  and  the  other  early 
lisciples  did-to  dedicate  our  lives  so 
completely  that  we  have  but  minimum 
nclination  toward,  and  time  left,  to 
ievote  to  the  consideration  of  needs 
which  we.  have  in  the  natural  realm. 
Paul  said,    "I  am  crucified  with 


Christ:  nevertheless  I  live;  yet  not 
I,  but  Christ  liveth  in  me:  and  the 
life  which  I  now  live  in  the  flesh  I 
live  by  the  faith  of  the  Son  of  God, 
who  loved  me,  and  gave  himself 
for  me"  (Galatians  2:20). 

Christ's  life  and  commandments 
meant  so  much  to  Paul  that  little 
else  seemed  important  enough  to  use 
even  one  unnecessary  moment  to  con- 
sider his  natural  needs.  He,  like 
Christ,  when  Christ  was  fulfilling  His 
life's  ministry,  realized  that  time 
here  was  short  in  which  to  per- 
form the  task  Christ  left  for  us,  the 
church,  to  fulfill.  Sometimes  we  of 
the  church  are  slow  to  accept  and 
fully  appropriate  our  Lord's  final 
orders  to  the  church.  He  said  that 
we  should  receive  the  Holy  Spirit 
for  one  specific  purpose:  "But  ye 
shall  receive  power,  after  that  the 
Holy  Ghost  is  come  upon  you:  and  ye 
shall  be  witnesses  unto  me  both  in 
Jerusalem,  and  in  all  Judaea,  and  in 
Samaria,  and  unto  the  uttermost  part 
of  the  earth"  (Acts  1:8). 

His  purpose  for  sending  the  Holy 
Spirit-another  Comforter,  Teacher, 
and  Empowerer-was  that  we  be  wit- 
nesses of  Christ  to  all  the  whole 
world ,  even  to  every  creature.  None 
of  us  has  completely  obeyed  Christ 
if  we  relax  until  we  have  done  all 
under  the  guidance  of  the  Holy  Spirit 
in  our  own  power  and  possibility  to 
reach  every  unsaved  soul,  the  whole 
world  over.  One  might  say  that  we 
can't  all  go  to  some  foreign  land 
and  carry  the  gospel,  and  surely  he 
would  be  correct  to  assume  this; 
but  the  question  that  follows  is,  Have 
we  done  all  we  can  in  fulfilling  God's 
marching  orders  as  we  remain  here 
in  the  homeland? 

Unless  we  have  established  the  kind 
of  praying  habits  that  cause  us  to  con- 
sistently and  regularly  pray  daily  and 
intelligently,  as  we  are  able,  for  all 
the  missionaries,  all  their  needs,  and 
for  all  the  lost  everywhere  that  it  is 
possible  for  us  to  do,  have  we  ful- 
filled God's  orders.     Christ  says, 


"But  seek  ye  first  the  kingdom  of 
God,  and  his  righteousness;  and  all 
these  things  shall  be  added  unto 
you"  (Matthew  6:33).  And  Paul,  under 
the  influence  of  the  Holy  Spirit,  wrote, 
"Pray  without  ceasing.  .  .  .  Brethren, 
pray  for  us"  (1  Thessalonians  5:17, 
25). 

Beside  praying  and  informing 
others  what  the  Bible  teaches  about 
praying  and  winning  souls,  we  need  to 
be  giving  all  that  we  are  able  and  see- 
ing the  best  we  can  that  it  is  used, 
as  nearly  as  possible,  for  the  pur- 
pose of  supporting  the  missionary 
himself,  not  for  such  slightly  re- 
lated purposes  as  maintaining  an  un- 
necessary home  staff  or  paying  the 
expenses  of  some  of  these  while  they 
fly  all  over  the  globe  on  missionary 
sightseeing  trips,  as  I  have  read  of 
certain  officials  doing.  It  is  also 
possible  that  we  have  too  many  pam- 
pered missionaries  absorbing  the 
funds  that  should  have  been  used  to 
keep  more  real  soul  winners  on  the 
field. 

If  the  funds  are  used  to  bring  mis- 
sionaries home  each  time  some  little 
emergency  flares  up,  they  can't  be 
used  for  all  the  essential  need  of 
getting  the  gospel  of  the  saving  grace 
of  Christ  to  as  many  as  possible  be- 
fore Jesus  comes.  Thus  these  un- 
saved persons  will  depart  this  life  and 
it   will   be  everlastingly  too  late. 

There  may  be  too  much  money  that 
is  given  to  evangelize  the  lost  that 
is  used  in  constructing  buildings  and 
purchasing  equipment  for  the  staff 
that  knows  none  of  the  hardship  and 
skimpy  equipment  missionaries 
themselves  must  put  up  with.  Ac- 
cording to  the  Bible,  God  is  going  to 
hold  us  responsible  for  our  steward- 
ship. This  being  true,  how  cautious 
we  should  be  in  giving  our  all  in 
seeing,  as  nearly  as  possible,  that 
every  cent  is  used  for  the  purpose  for 
which  it  was  given!  If  we  remain  here 
in  the  homeland  and  fulfill  God's  pur- 
pose for  us,  we  are  going  to  win  all 
here  we  can  and  do  what  is  necessary 
to  make  sure  that  the  powerful  gospel 
of  Christ  is  delivered  to  as  many 
of  the  lost  as  we  possibly  can. 

There  is  no  time  for  pleasure  trips, 
as  the  world  thinks  of  them,  nor  for 
relaxing  if  we  would  do  the  work  the 
Bible  assigns  each  of  us.  The  Word 
teaches :  "  Go  ye  therefore ,  and  teach 
all  nations,  baptizing  them  in  the  name 
of  the  Father,  and  of  the  Son,  and  of 
the  Holy  Ghost:  Teaching  them  to  ob- 
serve all  things  whatsoever  I  have 
commanded  you:  and,  lo,  I  am  with 
you  alway,  even  unto  the  end  of  the 
world.    Amen"  (Matthew  28:19,  20). 
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IN   MEMORY  OF 


TODAY    WE  WORSHIPED 
WITH 
GOD'S  PEOPLE 

by  Peggy  Dildy  Gay 


On  Sunday  morning,  July  12,  my 
family  and  I  had  the  very  special 
pleasure  of  attending  worship  ser- 
vices at  the  Calvary  Free  Will  Bap- 
tists in  Wilson,  North  Carolina.  The 
church  had  proclaimed  this  day  as 
"Appreciation  Day"  for  its  beloved 
pastor  and  his  wife,  the  Rev.  and 
Mrs.  Dewey  Boling. 

Because  our  own  pastor,  the  Rev. 
E.  C.  Morris,  had  been  invited  to 
be  the  guest  speaker  for  this  special 
day,  we  had  made  plans  in  advance 
to  attend.  You  see,  Mr.  Boling  is 
the  nephew  of  Mr.  Morris. 

As  we  came  up  on  the  church 
yard,  the  warm  and  friendly  smiles, 
words  of  greeting,  and  the  genuine 
attitude  of  the  members  let  us  know 
that  our  presence  was  welcomed  and 
appreciated.  We  were  greeted  at  the 
door  by  Mr.  Boling  himself.  As 
we  looked  we  realized  that  the  sanctu- 
ary was  almost  filled  to  capacity. 
Only  one  or  two  pews  had  vacant 
seats,  just  as  if  they  had  been  re- 
served for  us.  This  alone  was  a 
beautiful  tribute-to  see  a  church 
filled  with  people-both  members  and 
visitors,  to  honor  one  of  God's  faith- 
ful servants. 

As  we  made  our  way  down  the 
aisle  to  our  seats,  our  two  children 
continued  to  the  front  of  the  church 
where  they  greeted  Mr.  Morris  with 
a  hug  as  they  so  often  had  done 
on  many  other  occasions.  My  hus- 
band and  I  watched  with  pride  as 
our  boys  greeted  their  pastor.  We 
saw  the  beam  upon  our  pastor's  face 
and  uttered  a  prayer  of  thanks  to 
God  for  giving  our  family,  especially 
the  children,  the  joy  and  privilege 
of  knowing  such  a  man  as  Mr.  Mor- 
ris. 

As  the  services  began  it  was  very 
obvious  that  those  present  had  come 
to  worship  God  and  to  honor  one  of 
God's  chosen  leaders.  The  presence 
of  God  could  be  felt  in  every  song, 
every  prayer,  every  word  uttered, 


and  in  every  "Amen."  A  soloist 
rendered,  so  beautifully,  the  favorite 
songs  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Boling:  "Most 
of  All"  and  "If  That  Isn't  Love." 

A  "This  Is  Your  Life"  tribute 
was  read  which  contained  interesting 
facts  about  the  life  of  Mr.  Boling 
from  birth  to  the  present  time  and 
was  evident  that  much  time  and 
effort  and  love  had  been  put  forth  in 
the  preparation  of  this  tribute. 

At  the  conclusion  of  the  "Apprecia- 
tion Service"  the  church  member- 
ship presented  to  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Boling  the  finances  for  a  trip  to 
the  Holy  Land  planned  for  October  of 
this  year.  How  grand  and  glorious 
and  beautiful  it  was  to  see  these 
people  come  to  the  altar,  one  by 
one,  bringing  their  gifts  of  money  to 
share  in  the  expenses  of  the  trip- 
a  gift  to  their  pastor.  "If  That  Isn't 
Love,"  truly  it  has  never  been  ex- 
pressed before. 

As  our  pastor,  Mr.  Morris,  was 
introduced  we  were  so  proud  of 
him.  It  was  expressed  how  honored 
the  members  were  to  have  the  uncle 
of  Mr.  Boling  for  their  guest  speak- 
er. They  paid  special  tribute  to 
Mr.  Morris  for  having  served  in  the 
ministry  of  the  Free  Will  Baptist 
church  for  sixty  years.  Mr.  Mor- 
ris's remarks  dealt  with  the  early 
life  of  Mr.  Boling' s  family. 

On  this  day  we  worshiped  with 
God's  people-His  presence  was  real. 
Many  times  have  we  given  of  our 
time  and  talents,  often  when  we  had 
nothing  more  to  give,  because  we 
love  God's  way  and  God's  people. 
However,  many  times  we  have  been 
rejected  by  those  we  loved  because 
the  presence  of  God  was  not  real. 

But  today-today  we  worshiped 
among  God's  people,  and  His  presence 
was  real.  His  presence  was  real  be- 
cause there  was  love  and  sharing 
and  God's  people  who  cared  for  one 
another. 


MY  MOTHER 
MRS.  POLLY  O.  HAMILTON 

On  June  3,  1974,  the  death  angel 
visited  my  family  once  more  and 
took  my  dear  mother,  Mrs.  Polly 
Owens  Hamilton,  out  of  her  suf- 
fering to  be  with  Him.  She  was  a 
good,  devoted  wife  and  the  best  and 
dearest  mother  anyone  ever  had.  She 
was  more  than  a  mother  to  me;  she 
was  the  best  friend  I  ever  had  on 
earth.  Never  was  she  too  busy,  too 
tired,  or  too  sick  to  help  me  when  I 
needed  help. 

Mama  always  put  her  trust  and  faith 
in  God  and  taught  me  to  do  the  same. 
Even  though  she  was  in  poor  health 
for  several  years,  she  i.ever  com- 
plained and  her  faith  in  God  never 
failed. 

She  loved  her  family  dearly  and 
wanted  to  stay  with  us,  but  God 
needed  another  angel  in  heaven.  Now 
she  is  out  of  all  her  troubles  andi 
pain  and  is  resting  with  Jesus.  Heaven  i 
seems  sweeter  just  knowing  thati 
Mama  is  there. 

Mama  and  my  husband,  J.  Lloyd: 
Horton,  who  died  on  October  23, 
1973,  had  a  reunion  in  heaven  last 
June  3,  and  I  long  for  the  day  when  I 
too  can  join  both  of  them. 

Yes,  my  mama  was  a  dear  and: 
sweet  Christian  lady  and  I  loved: 
her  so  very  much.  It  seems  I  can] 
hear  her  saying,  "Live  a  life  thatl 
you  can  meet  me  over  here.  It  is 
so  peaceful  and  sweet  over  here? 
with  Jesus." 

By  God's  grace  and  help  I  plan  to 
meet  her  and  my  husband  in  heaven! 
one  day. 

Submitted  by  her  daughter: 
Learline  Horton 
Route  1 

Fountain,  North  Carolina 


Churches  and  Minister 
Available 

-  — - 

The  Rev.  David  Hoke  announces 
that  he  is  interested  in  full-time 
pastoral  duties  in  a  Free  Will  Bap- 
tist church,  or  part-time  pastor  a] 
duties  that  may  be  of  use  to  the 
denomination.  Anyone  interested  in 
his  services  may  write  him  at  | 
205  West  Hill  Avenue,  Hillsborough,! 
North  Carolina  27278;  telephone  (91 9't 
732-3790. 
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MISSION  WORK  PROGRESS 
IN  MEXICO 

by  the  Rev.  Vance  Link 


Brother  Israel  Gonzalez  on  motor  bike 
urchased  with  the  help  of  the  Faith  Free 
mi  Baptist  Church. 


How  we  thank  God  for  those  who 
re  willing  to  answer  the  call  to 
ollow  Jesus!  Such  is  the  testimony 
f  Brother  Israel  Gonzalez.  Brother 
brael  is  a  native  of  Peidras  Negras, 
lexico.  He  began  by  attending  the 
hurch  in  Peidras  Negras,  pastored 
y  the  Rev.  Antonio  Escbar.  Brother 
srael  was  saved  under  the  ministry 
If  Brother  Escobar  in  the  fall  of 

a  972.  He  began  attending  the  classes 
t  the  Bible  Institute,  and  in  De- 

-  fember  of  1973,  answered  the  call  of 

I  fod  into  the  ministry.  In  January, 
|974,   be   came   to  work  with  Our 

'  lission  program  in  Mexico.  He 
loved  to  Allende  and  began  working 
ith     the     mission    there.  The 

^  nthusiasm     and     faithfulness  of 

"  rother  Israel  is  certainly  bearing 
*uit  today.    How  we  thank  God  for 

ce  im! 

id 

ap 

jf  |  On  July  13,  during  an  evening  ser- 
tl  ice,  the  mission  in  Allende  was  or- 
d  anized    into  a  church,  taking  the 

I I  ame,  The  Good  Samaritan  Free  Will 
^Baptist  Church.  They  presently  have 
gJwelve  members,  two  awaiting  bap- 

|sm,  and  with  an  average  attendance 


of  around  thirty.  They  have  recently 
purchased  a  new  lot  in  Allende,  and 


Allende  Mission  organized  into  church. 
Brother  Timmons  congratulates  Brother 
Israel. 


have  begun  construction  of  a  new 
church.  They  have  the  walls  up  al- 
ready. 


Nine  members  of  the  Ejido  de  Zara- 
goza  Mission  and  Brother  Timmons  as 
he  conducts  baptismal  services. 

In  connection  with  the  work  in  Al- 
lende, Brother  Israel  has  a  ministry 
at  a  ranch  located  approximately  15 
miles  from  Rosita,  called  Ejido  de 
Zaragoza.  On  Saturday,  July  13, 
Brother  Fred  Baker,  Brother  Tim- 
mons, and  myself  joined  them  in  a 
service.  The  ranch  is  located  about 
13  miles  off  the  highway.  It  took 
us  approximately  two  hours  to  reach 
the  area  by  car.  This  gives  you  some 
idea  of  the  road  or  trail  leading 


there.  But  the  service  proved  to  be 
a  real  blessing.  Brother  Timmons 
baptized  nine  adults.  This  makes 
thirteen  baptized  believers  in  this 
mission.  They  have  around  forty 
who  attend  the  services.  They  are 
presently  making  plans  to  erect 
a  place  to  meet.  Pray  for  this  min- 
istry. Pray  that  many  more  will 
follow  Jesus. 


Bethel  Mission  in  Acuna 
Organized  into  Church 

by  the  Rev.  Vance  Link 

In  Acuna,  Mexico,  during  the  year 
1970,  the  Rev.  Antonio  Lopez  began 
holding  services  in  a  rented  building 
and  the  Bethel  Mission  was  later 
organized.  Later  the  mission  secur  - 
ed lana  and  moved  to  its  present 
location.  Through  the  years,  Brother 
Lopez  has  worked  faithfully  to  build 
a  chapel  and  establish  a  work  for 
our  Lord. 


m 


The  Bethel  church  in  Acuna,  Mexico, 
pastored   by    the    Rev.    Antonio  Lopez. 

On  June  16,  during  the  evening 
service,  the  Bethel  Mission  was  or- 
ganized into  the  Bethel  Free  Will 
Baptist  Church.  There  were  ap- 
proximately sixty  people  present  for 
this  service.  At  the  present  time, 
the  Bethel  church  has  thirty- five 
members  with  an  average  attendance 
of  around  fifty. 

Brother  Timmons  presided  over 
the  meeting,  leading  the  group  in 
their  organization.  I  then  brought 
a  message  on  "The Church,"  stress- 
ing the  church  and  its  foundation, 
its  source  of  power,  its  mission,  and 
the  responsibilities  of  the  members 
in  the  work  of  the  church.  At  the 
conclusion  of  the  service,  the  mem- 
bers gathered  around  the  altar  for 
a  prayer  of  dedication. 

Pray  for  this  church  as  they  at- 
tempt to  carry  the  Lord's  Word  and  do 
His  work  here  in  Acuna. 

The  support  of  Brother  Lopez  is 
provided  in  part  by  the  Fremont, 
(Continued  on  Page  15) 
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Free  Will  Baptist  Children's  Home 

A  Christian  Home  for  Boys  and  Girls" 
MinOM-SKX,  NORTH  CAROLINA  27557 
MR.  SAMMY  WEEKS,  Superintendent  -  Phone  (919)235-4079 


Religious  Contributions 

FOR  JULY 


Albemarle  Conference 


Corinth 

$  10.00 

Malachi's  Chapel 

50.00 

Mt.  Tabor 

58.10 

League  Convention 

230.76 

Sidney 

25.00 

Sound  Side 

50.00 

Totals 

$  423.86 

Cape  Fear  Conference 

Bethel 

$  38.58 

Daly's  Chapel 

100.00 

Johnston  Union 

256.00 

Lee's  Chapel 

155.00 

Oak  Grove 

15.00 

Saint  Mary's  Grove 

60.00 

West  Clinton 

75.00 

Totals 

$  699.58 

Central  Conference 

Aspen  Grove 

$  127.00 

Ayden 

255.00 

Bethany 

29.75 

Black  Jack 

308.60 

Community 

54.30 

Edgewood 

123.55 

Friendship 

35.07 

Greenville 

130.00 

Grimsley 

250.00 

Little  Creek 

55.00 

Ormondsville 

127.00 

Owen's  Chapel 

82.23 

Peace 

87.55 

Reddy  Branch 

50.00 

Rocky  Mount 

25.00 

Rose  Hill 

50.00 

Spring  Branch 

60.00 

Winterville 

12.00 

Totals 

$1,862.05 

Eastern  Conference 

British  Chapel 

$  44.56 

Core  Creek 

89.63 

Crab  Point 

15.00 

Dublin  Grove 

33.36 

Friendship 

22.40 

Hillsberry 

10.00 

Jackson  Heights 

94.80 

Kinston 

355.00 

Lanier's  Chapel 

10.00 

Miscellaneous 

5.00 

5th*S.  S.  Conv. 

45.00 

5th  Union  Meeting 

65.00 

New  Bethlehem 

19.12 

New  Haven 

48.61 

Oak  Grove 

55.00 

Oriental 

173.73 

Pearsall  Chapel 

61.62 

Sarecta 

76.45 

Spring  Hope 

50.00 

Trent 

63.25 

White  Hill 

102.00 

Wintergreen 

50.00 

Wilmington 

23.00 

Totals 

$1,512.53 

Pee  Dee  Association 

Oak  Grove 

$  71.81 

White  Oak 

157.50 

Totals 

$  229.31 

Piedmont  Conference 

Bethany 

$  48.50 

Christ 

10.00 

Durham 

10.00 

Hilltop 

21.49 

Totals 

$  89.99 

Rockfish  Conference 

Rockfish  Conference  $  25.00 


Western  Conference 


Barnes  Hill 

$ 

10.00 

Elwood  Lane 

5.00 

Everett's  Chapel 

90.46 

Friendship 

5.00 

Kenly 

5.00 

Little  Rock 

59.00 

Marsh  Swamp 

30.00 

Memorial  Chapel 

107.57 

Milbournie 

87.00 

First  Union 

42.45 

New  Sandy  Hill 

50.00 

People's  Chapel 

75.00 

Pine  Level 

5.00 

Piney  Grove 

45.32 

Pleasant  Hill 

134.98 

Rosebud 

5.00 

Sherron  Acres 

125.00 

Stancil's  Chapel 

32.63 

Stoney  Creek 

325.00 

Stony  Hill 

25.00 

bt.  Mary  s 

5.00 

Union  Grove 

185.00 

tt  liouii,  r  11  Ol 

50.00 

Total 

$1,504.91 

Other  States 

Laurel  City,  W.  Va. 

$ 

33.43 

Shelby,  Ohio 

60.00 

Total 

$ 

93.43 

Grand  Total 

$6,440.66 

WHAT'S   THIS  ? 


CHILDREN'S  jrftf 

HOME  LIFE 


FREE  WILL  BAPTIST  CHILDREN'S  HOME, INC. 


THE  NAME  OF  THE  NEWSLETTER  FOR  THE 
FREE  WILL  BAPTIST  CHILDREN'S    HOME.  BE 
WATCHING  FOR  IT.    YOU  WILL  FIND  INFOR* 
MATIVE  ARTICLES,  PICTURES,  AND  OTHER 
ITEMS   PERTINENT  TO  THE   HOME    AND  ITS 
VARIOUS   FUNCTIONS.     BE  AN  INFORMED 
FREE  WILL  BAPTIST  AND  KNOW  MORE 
ABOUT   YOUR  CHILDREN'S  HOME. 
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Memorial  Gift* 

Memorial  gifts  for  July  totaled  $20 
nd  were  in  memory  of  Mrs.  Ora 
[/alston  by  Mrs.  Mary  M.  Stokes, 
jnd  Mrs.  Mary  Whitford  by  Mr. 
;eorge  Ipock. 


SCHOLARSHIP  AWARD 

|  Claudius  Elmore,  a  rising  sopho- 
iore  in  college,  is  all  smiles  about 
is  three -year  Army  ROTC  award. 


This  young  man,  a  member  of  the 
liome,  finished  his  freshman  year  at 
|ees-MacRae  College  with  an  amaz- 
ng  record.  He  carried  a  load  of 
16  quarter  hours  for  the  year  and 
pade  all  A's.  We're  very  proud 
f  his  achievement  and  would  like 
p  quote  from  a  letter  notifying  him 
|f  his  award. 

I  "Congratulations  upon  your  se- 
pction  as  a  recipient  of  a  three - 
[ear  ROTC  scholarship.  In  achiev- 
lig  this  honor,  you  have  demonstrated 
In  enviable  record  in  academic  and 
hilitary  subjects  and  have  demon - 
Itrated  outstanding  qualities  of 
feadership.  These  traits  are  found 
ply  in  truly  outstanding  leaders 
nd  potential  regular  Army  officers. ' ' 

Claudius  signed  and  returned  his 
2tter  accepting  this  scholarship  and 
rill  be  attending  Appalachian  State 
fniversity  this  school  year.  Upon 
raduation  from  college  he  will  re- 
>  eive  a  Second  Lietenant's  commis- 
ion  in  the  Army. 


SMYRNA  VISITS  HOME 

On  Sunday,  August  25,  the  Smyrna 
tible  Student's  Class  of  Smyrna  Free 
yill  Baptist  Church,  Benson,  came 
d  the  Home  for  a  visit  and  a  cook- 
^  ut. 

■tfjUE  FREE  WILL  BAPTIST 


Shown  in  the  picture  are  some  of 
the  children  and  church  members  as 
they  are  being  served  hot  dogs,  pota- 
to chips,  drinks,  and  dessert,  it  was 
a  delicious  evening  meal  and  we  all 
had  a  wonderful  time  of  fellowship 
together.  While  this  group  was  on 
campus  they  presented  the  Home  with 
a  $75  gift  from  the  church  and  a 
$20  gift  from  their  YFA  group. 

We  sincerely  thank  Smyrna  for  the 
visit,  cookout,  and  their  contribu- 
tions. 


In  Memoriam 
Mr.  Eugene  Warren  Averette 

One  year  ago  this  past  August  16, 
many  hearts  were  saddened  by  the 
passing  of  Eugene  Warren  Averette, 
better  known  as  "Boy." 

Early  on  this  August  morning,  when 
the  sun  was  coming  up,  God  looked 
over  the  eastern  horizon,  while  the 
dew  was  still  on  the  roses,  and  saw 
the  splendor  reflected  there.  Then 
the  Master  came  and  plucked  from 
this  earthy  garden  one  of  the  most 
perfect  blossoms  to  be  with  Him  in 
heaven. 


Blossoms  of  wondrous  beauty, 
Rich  colors  and  rare  perfume; 
And  He  summoned  an  angel  to  gather 
A  few  of  the  sweetest  blooms. 

Then  He  carried  them  back  to  heaven 
Where  they  never  will  wither  or  die, 
But  live  forever  rejoicing 
In  His  wonderful  garden  on  high. 

At  the  end  of  the  road  is  an  open 
gate 

Through  which  each  one  must  go 
alone; 

And  there  is  a  light  we  cannot  see- 
Our  Father  who  claims  His  own. 

God  must  have  loved  Eugene  very 
much, 

And  we  all  loved  him  too; 

For  we  know  the  many  helpful  things 

His  kind  hands  found  to  do. 


Not  just  things  for  his  family, 
But   to  all  he  wuld  lend  a  hand; 
Now   we  know  he  rests  in  heaven 
With  God's  holy  angel  band. 

We  will  never  know  the  joys 
Which  are  his  beyond  the  sunset  gold, 
Until   we   reach   that   happy  place 
Where  all  our  griefs  are  consoled. 

Although  the  sky  is  cloudy 
And   the   sun   is   lost   from  view, 
May  there  be  some  small  comfort 
In  knowing  God  loved  him  too. 

His  life  is  a  beautiful  memory; 
His  absence  is  a  silent  grief. 
He  sleeps  in  God's  beautiful  garden 
Amid   sunshine  and  perfect  peace. 

He  has  left  a  beautiful  memory 
And  a  sorrow  too  great  to  be  told; 
But  to  us  who  loved  and  lost  him, 
His  memory  will  never  grow  old. 

What  I  admired  most  about  Eugene 
was  his  Christian  faith.  He  was  not 
ashamed  of  the  gospel  and  always 
stood  up  for  what  he  thought  was 
right.  If  the  majority  did  not  agree 
with  him,  he  never  shirked  his  duty 
but  went  along  with  the  rest  and  did 
his  part  in  his  church,  the  Reedy 
Branch  Free  Will  Baptist  Church, 
Winterville.  He  loved  his  church  and 
was  faithful  in  attending  all  the  ser- 
vices possible. 

We  miss  him  very  much,  but  I 
feel  that  our  loss  is  heaven's  gain. 

Eugene  was  the  son  of  the  late 
Amos  and  Sallie  Braxton  Averette 
and  the  grandson  of  the  late  W.  J. 
and  Sarah  Braxton.  He  certainly 
had  a  Christian  background,  and  the 
life  he  lived  will  live  on  and  on  in  the 
hearts  of  those  who  knew  and  loved 
him  as  I  did. 

Submitted  by  his  aunt, 
Mrs.  Martha  Moye  Braxton 


Coming  Events  . .  . 

September  11,  12-North  Carolina 
State  Convention  of  Original  Free 
Will  Baptists,  Kenan  Memorial 
Auditorium,  Kenansville,  North 
Carolina 

September  19-Eastern  District  Wom- 
an's Auxiliary  Convention,  Spring 
Hope  Free  Will  Baptist  Church  near 
Vanceboro,  North  Carolina 

September  21,  10  A.M. -Free  Will 
Baptist  Visitation  Day,  Mount 
Olive  College,  Mount  Olive,  North 
Carolina 
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Off  nonnmi nntinnnl  IntAroct 

Otter's  Creek  Church 
To  Observe  Homecoming 

Homecoming  services  will  be  ob- 
served at  Otter's  Creek  Free  Will 
Baptist  Church,  Route  1,  Maccles- 
field, on  Sunday,  September  15,  with  a 
former  pastor,  the  Rev.  Foy  Fut- 
relle,  bringing  the  homecoming  mes- 
sage. Following  the  morning  wor- 
ship a  picnic  lunch  will  be  served  in 
the  fellowship  building.  A  program  of 
gospel  singing  has  been  planned 
for  the  afternoon. 

The  pastor,  the  Rev.  Ralph  Ay- 
cock,  and  the  entire  church  member  - 
ship  extend  a  cordial  invitation  to  all 
former  members,  pastors,  and 
friends  to  worship  with  them  on  this 
occasion  and  enjoy  a  day  of  worship 
and  Christian  fellowship. 


May's  Chapel  Announces 
Weekend  Revival 


There  will  be  three  great  evenings 
of  revival  services  at  May's  Chapel 
Free  Will  Baptist  Church,  Dudley, 
September  19,  20,  and  21,  beginning 
each  evening  at  7:30.  The  Rev.  Fred 
A.  Rivenbark,  pastor  of  Stoney  Creek 
church,  will  be  the  guest  speaker. 
The  pastor,  the  Rev.  Billy  Jordan, 
and  the  church  membership  extend  to 
the  public  a  special  invitation  to  at- 
tend, and  to  be  much  in  prayer  for 
the  success  of  the  meeting. 


Annual  Homecoming  at 
Stancil's  Chapel  Church 

The  Stancil's  Chapel  Free  Will 
Baptist  Church,  Route  2,  Kenly,  will 
hold  its  annual  homecoming  on  Sun- 
day, September  15,  with  the  Rev.  Otis 
Lassiter  bringing  the  homecoming 
message.  At  the  noon  hour  a  picnic 
lunch  wil  be  served  on  the  church 
grounds.  An  afternoon  program  of 
singing  has  been  planned  featuring 
"The  Way  of  Life  Singers,"  along 
with  other  singers. 

The  Rev.  J.  B.  Godwin,  pastor  of 
the  church,  and  the  church  member- 
ship extend  a  warm  welcome  to  all 
former  pastors,  members,  and 
friends   to   attend   these  services. 

Homecoming  to  Be  Observed 
At  Powhatan  Church 

The  Powhatan  Free  Will  Baptist 
Church,  Route  2,  Clayton,  will  ob- 
serve its  annual  homecoming  on  Sun- 
day, September  15.  The  day's  activ- 
ities will  begin  with  Sunday  school 
at  10  a.m.,  followed  with  the  home- 
coming message  at  eleven  o'clock. 
The  message  will  be  delivered  by 
the  Rev.  Lloyd  Hargis  of  Fremont. 
A  picnic  lunch  will  be  served  on  the 
church  grounds  at  the  noon  hour.  An 
afternoon  of  singing  has  been  planned. 

The  pastor,  the  Rev.  Kemery  Ard, 
and  the  church  members  extend  an 
invitation   to   the  public  to  attend. 

Sheldon  Howard  to  Deliver 
Sarecta  Homecoming  Message 

On  Sunday,  September  15,  the 
Sarecta  Free  Will  Baptist  Church, 
Route  1,  Kenansville,  will  observe  its 
annual  homecoming.  Services  will 
begin  with  Sunday  school  at  10  a.m., 
followed  with  the  homecoming  mes- 
sage at  eleven  by  the  Rev.  Sheldon 
Howard.  Lunch  will  be  served  around 
12:30  p.m.  An  afternoon  singspira- 
tion  is  planned. 

The  pastor,  the  Rev.  Stephen  A. 
Smith,  and  the  church  members 
cordially  invite  you  to  join  them  for 
a  day  of  worship  and  fellowship 
together . 

Youth  Fellowship  Revival 
Deep  Run  Church 

The  Deep  Run,  North  Carolina, 
Free  Will  Baptist  Church  will  hold 
a  Youth  Fellowship  revival  with  the 


theme,  "More  for  Christ  in  '74,' 
the  week  of  September  16-20.  Ser 
vices  will  begin  Monday  through  Fri 
day  at  7:30  each  evening  with  th< 
following  ministers  and  singers  be 
ing   featured:      Monday,   the  Rev 
David  C.  Hansley,  with  the  Mile; 
Family;    Tuesday,    the   Rev.  Gan| 
Bailey,  with  the  Dixie  Melody  Boys' 
Wednesday,  the  Rev.  John  Melancon 
with  the  One  Way  for  Christ  group 
Thursday,  the  Rev.  Frank  Flowers; 
with  the  Free  Spirits;  Friday,  the 
Rev.  Wayne  King,  with  the  Harmony 
Quartet. 

Saturday  night  the  services  will  be. 
held  at  the  Eastern  Conference  As-} 
sembly  Building  near  Pink  Hill; 
beginning  at  6  p.m.,  with  a  wiener 
roast  (each  church  being  responsible 
for  their  wieners  and  buns).  Al( 
7:30  officers  will  be  elected  for  the, 
fellowship  with  the  Rev.  Mel vin  Ever  | 
ington  conducting  the  installation  ser-| 
vice.  Special  music  will  be  furnish- 
ed by  the  Rosewood  Quartet. 

Serving  as  master  of  ceremonieSj 
for  the  services  will  be  Philip  Wood 
with  Pam  Kennedy  as  song  leaderj 
and  Joette  Sumner  as  pianist.  Thej 
planning  committee  consisted  of  Mr.j 
and  Mrs.  Nerry  T.  Wall,  Mrs.  Ed- 
ward Thigpen,  Mrs.  Odell  Griffin,, 
and  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Albert  Faulkner. 

Homecoming  and  Revival 
At  Sherron  Acres  Church 


On  September  15,  the  annual  home- 
coming at  Sherron  Acres  Free  Wii 
Baptist  Church,  Durham,  will  be  ob- 
served. The  Rev.  Ralph  Lightsej 
of  Statesboro,  Georgia,  a  formei 
pastor,  will  deliver  the  homecominj 
message.  The  pastor,  the  Rev 
Harold  "Mac"  Wallace,  and  the 
church  invite  all  former  pastors 
former  members,  and  friends  t< 
attend  the  activities  of  the  day.  There 
will  be  lunch  served  at  the  noon  houi 
and  an  afternoon  of  singing. 
(Continued  on  Page  15) 
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Unifying  a  People 


,esson   Text:     Joshua  24:1-7,  14, 
15,  24 

lemory  Verse:  Joshua  24:24 


INTRODUCTION 

In  our  lesson  for  this  Sunday  we  will 
ave  opportunity  to  learn  of  another 
Jlreat  man  of  God  who  served  Israel 
luring  the  formative  years  of  her 
listory.  Joshua  had  been  very  closely 
''Associated  with  Moses  when  the 
Children  of  Israel  were  wandering 
m  the  wilderness.  He  had  joined 
[Caleb  in  recommending  to  Moses 
fiat  Israel  should  cross  Jordan  and 
fake  the  land  which  God  had  promised 
hem.  All  of  the  activities  of  his 
life  served  to  show  him  to  be  a  coura- 
geous man  and  one  who  placed  his 
rust  in  the  Lord;  thus,  it  was  only 
latural  that  when  the  time  of  de- 
parture should  arrive  for  Moses  that 
Ipshua  should  be  selected  by  God 
Is  his  successor. 

I  The  Children  of  Israel  had  met  with 
jlmazing    success    in    the   land  of 
lanaan.     Under  the  leadership  of 
Ibshua,  the  land  had  been  taken  and 
livided  among  the  Children  of  Israel 
jr  an  inheritance,  and  peace  reigned 
the  camp.     As  is  so  frequently 
le  case,  the  triumphant  nation  found 
self  more  endangered  by  the  social 
nd  religious  standards  of  its  neigh - 
ors  than  it  was  by  their  power  of 
rms;  therefore,  many  in  Israel  grew 
eglectful  of  the  Lord  and  served  the 
Dds  of  the  Amorites  in  whose  land 
^ey  dwelt,  while  others  served  the 
pds   of  the  Egyptians.     Our  les- 
on  for  today  constitutes  Joshua's 
ist  speech  to  Israel  and  his  fervent 
[forts  to  bring  the  people  back  to 
orship  the  true  and  living  God  in 
nity. 

The  background  for  today's  lesson 
;  the  city  of  Shechem,  which  is 
>cated  between  Mount  Gerizim, 
here  the  blessings  of  God  had  been 
Dured  out  upon  an  obedient  people 
id  Mount  Ebal,  where  the  curse  of 
od  in  judgment  had  been  pronounced 
pon  sin  and  rebellion. 

The  purpose  of  today's  lesson  is  to 
npress  upon  our  minds  the  great 
Jnportance  of  maintaining  an  un- 
divided allegiance  to  our  God. -The 
een-Age  Teacher  (F.  W.  B.). 


H.    HINTS  THAT  HELP 

A.  Unity  of  purpose  is  necessary 
if  God's  people  are  to  serve  Him  ef- 
fectively (Joshua  24:1). 

B.  Our  ancestors  were  wrong 
about  some  things,  and  we  would 
do  well  to  adopt  only  the  traditions 
that  are  good  (v.  2). 

C.  Counting  our  blessings  is  one 
sure  way  of  overcoming  despair  and 
causing  us  to  look  to  God  (w.  3-7). 

D.  A  proper  reverence  for  God  is 
necessary  if  one  is  to  serve  Him  sin- 
cerely (Joshua  24:14;  Malachi  4:2). 

E.  It  is  important  that  we  deter- 
mine to  follow  God  today;  tomorrow 
may  be  too  late  (Joshua  24:15). 

F.  Taking  a  public  stand  for  God  is 
still  an  effective  way  to  witness  con- 
cerning Him  (Joshua  24:15;  Acts  4: 
18-21). 

G.  Man  can  only  serve  God 
through  obedience  to  His  will  and  His 
commandments  (Joshua  24:24). 

-Bennie  Rhodes. 

IH.    ADDITIONAL  TRUTHS 

A.  This  lesson  is  entitled  "Uni- 
fying a  People."  Have  we  wandered 
far  away  from  that  thought?  Not 
really.  Nothing  else  can  unify  a 
people  like  a  steadfast  devotion  to 
God  and  His  will. 

The  people  of  Israel  had  taken 
control  of  their  promised  land.  The 
land  was  divided  among  the  tribes. 
Each  had  its  own  area,  its  own 
leaders,  its  own  aims  and  ambitions. 
Under  such  circumstances  the  cen- 
trifugal force  of  selfishness  could  do 
its  worst.  The  nation  of  Israel  could 
easily  become  twelve  nations,  jealous 
and  hostile. 

But  there  was  a  unifying  force,  a 
centripetal  force,  to  hold  these  tribes 
together  in  one  nation.  That  force 
was  their  devotion  to  God,  their  obe- 
dience to  His  law,  their  unselfish 
wish  to  do  right.  At  stated  times 
all  the  tribes  came  together  for  great 
national  feasts  honoring  their  God. 
When  they  scattered,  priests  and 
Levites  were  dispersed  among  them 
to  teach  God's  law  and  guide  them 
in  keeping  it.  As  long  as  these  con- 
ditions prevailed,  the  nation  was  uni- 
fied, strong,  secure. 

What  is  the  centrifugal  force  that 
fragments  a  nation,  that  shatters  its 
unity?    It  is  selfishness.  It  is  greed 


for  money  or  power  or  fame  or  com  - 
fort.  Individuals  and  groups  demand 
more  and  more  for  themselves,  pay- 
ing only  lip  service  to  the  needs  of 
others.  Each  group  points  an  accus- 
ing finger  at  others,  declaring  they 
are  selfish  and  unjust,  but  each  is 
blind  to  its  own  selfishness  and  in- 
justice. 

What  is  the  power  that  can  over- 
come the  shattering  force  of  selfish- 
ness? "Thou  shalt  love  the  Lord  thy 
God  with  all  thy  heart,  and  with  all 
thy  soul,  and  with  all  thy  mind. 
This  is  the  first  and  great  command- 
ment. And  the  second  is  like  unto 
it,  Thou  shalt  love  thy  neighbour  as 
thyself"  (Matthew  22:37-39).  Acom- 
mon  devotion  to  God,  a  determina- 
tion to  serve  Him  in  sincerity  and 
truth,  an  unselfish  regard  for  others 
-these  make  a  nation  one,  strong, 
secure.  "One  nation  under  God"  is 
an  ideal  worthy  of  our  best. -Standard 
Lesson  Commentary. 

B.  When  General  Lee  was  coming 
up  the  Chamber  sburg  Road  to  Getty - 
burg,  "Gettysburg  Hannah"  (as  she 
was  called),  grabbed  her  poker  and 
started  down  the  road  to  meet  the 
enemy.  Nothing  happened.  Lee  came 
right  on,  and  the  decisive  battle  was 
fought.  After  the  war  was  over,  they 
were  having  a  quilting  party  in  one  of 
the  Gettysburg  homes  and  Hannah 
was  there.  The  other  women  were 
having  some  fun  with  Hannah.  Said 
Mrs.  Bromberger,  "Hannah,  what  in 
the  world  did  you  expect  to  do  with  the 
old  poker  against  the  great  Southern 
army?"  "Well,"  said  Hannah  in  her 
rich  Pennsylvania  Dutch  (if  I  can  spell 
it  right),  "I  no  expect  to  do  nodings 
yet  a  ready,  but  I  left  'em  know  what 
side  I  was  on,  ain't  I? "-Selected. 

C.  "Many  years  ago  in  the  old 
pioneer  days  there  was  a  family  that 
lived  in  a  backwoods  area.  The  lit- 
tle boy  of  the  family  was  just  ready 
to  start  school.  His  father,  who  was 
a  very  brave,  strong  woodsman  want- 
ed his  son  to  become  very  strong  and 
brave,  too.  But  somehow  the  little 
boy  had  uneasy  feelings  about  going 
to  school  alone.  He  was  afraid  of  the 
Indians  who  might  leap  out  at  him  or 
the  bears  that  might  suddenly  appear 
from  the  forest. 

"  'Son,  you  must  learn  to  go  to 
school  alone,'  said  the  father.  'You 
cannot  be  frightened  anymore.' 

"So  with  great  determination  the 
young  boy  went  to  school  alone.  Day 
after  day  he  did  this.  When  he  saw 
that  neither  Indians  nor  bears  jumped 
out  at  him,  he  soon  forgot  that  he 
had  ever  been  afraid. 

"But  one  day  as  the  boy  was  re- 
turning from  school  a  big  bear  did 
step  out  on  the  path  in  front  of  him. 
The  young  boy  trembled  with  fear. 
(Continued  on  Page  15) 
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The 


Unmitigated 


by  the  Rev.  R.  P.  Harris 


Scriptural  Basis:    "Study  to  shew 
thyself  approved  unto  God,  a  work- 
man that  needeth  not  to  be  ashamed, 
rightly  dividing  the  word  of  truth" 
(2  Timothy  2:15). 

THE  CHRISTIAN  DEVELOPS 
FELLOWSHIP  WITH  THE  LORD 

As  the  Christian  gleans  from  God's 
Holy  Word  he  develops  a  sense  of 
closeness  to  God.  All  fears  of  God 
melt  away  and  the  Christian  gets  a 
feeling  that  he  belongs  in  the  fellow- 
ship of  God.  When  we  grow  in  the 
grace  and  knowledge  of  God  we  are 
able  to  cleanse  our  ways  by  leaving 
off  evil  and  by  participation  in  the 
good.  We  need  to  form  the  habit 
of  doing  good.  This  causes  us  to 
become  attached  to  Christ  and  we 
learn  to  lean  on  Him  for  assurance 
and  for  the  satisfaction  of  knowing 
that  we  are  moving  in  the  processes 
of  achievement.  We  will  know  that 
what  we  are  doing  is  right  and  in 
so  doing,  we  are  adding  to  our  trea- 
sures in  heaven. 

Jesus  reminds  us  that  what  we  lay 
up  in  heaven  is  safe  and  secure. 
Decay,  mildew,  and  age  will  have  no 
affect  upon  our  treasures  and  thieves 
cannot  break  in  and  steal. 

In  Genesis  5:22-24  the  Bible  tells 
us  how  Enoch  developed  fellowship 
with  the  Lord.  Enoch  learned  the 
joy  of  walking  with  God.  I  think 
Enoch  had  such  a  wonderful  fellow- 
ship with  God  that  every  morning  he 
longed  for  a  feeling  of  closeness  to 
God,  so  much  so  that  he  made  sure 
that  he  did  not  plan  to  go  anywhere 
or  do  anything  without  the  assurance 
that  God  would  be  with  him.  I  am 
sure  that  such  a  practice  can  be 
realized  by  the  modern  methods  of 
living.  Why  should  we  not  live  so 
close  to  God  everyday  that  we  can 
always  be  able  to  say,  "Lord,  I'm 
going  to  such  and  such  a  place  today 
and  I  am  going  to  be  doing  such  and 


Fruits  of  the  Spirit 
and  Works  of  the  Flesh 

by  MRS.  CD.  Clark 

LXJDRUNK  ENNESSENT 

GOOD    NES    S    GB  ADGSMOF 
Y    SVM    FXH    XEX    Z    NGEUL  A 
N    S  P    E  A    CEANH    I  NXNLAR 
OEXEI    GODTL    I    VE  SAWC 
INZKTZOjALREXZUTAH 
TNSNHOREE    CEZSOI  NC 
AAGEG    WVF    N   V   A    DEI  ODT 
C    ENS    X   E  F   A    E  A    DXDVNS  I 
I  LISRURESRUOIISUW 
NCYXS    EFPS  ILFTCRCS 
RNVGPII     W  W  A    T    L    I  S   E  H  A 
OUNMRRO  ATNEEOADLT 
FOET    I    RLRXC    R   S    N  L  R   I  A 
LTST    KKY'X  ZEYHSXUKN 
SEISER  EHFRUI'TZMEZ 


Spirit 
Fruit 
Love 
Joy 

Gentleness 
Peace 

Longsuffering 
Faith 
Meekness 
Temperance 


Good 

No  Law 

Witchcraft 

Walk 

Live 

God 

Flesh 

Works 

And  Such  Like 
Bad 


Adultery 
Fornication 
Uncleanness 
Evil 

Revellings 

Drunkenness 

Lasciviousness 

Idolatry 

Satan 

Hatred 


Variance 

Emulations 

Wrath 

Strife 

Seditions 

Heresies 

Envyings 

Murders 


such  things?  Would  you  please  come 
along  with  me,  Lord,  and  help  me 
make  the  day  worthwhile?"  I  believe 
this  was  the  desire  and  mind  of 
Enoch,  and  I  know  we  can  do  the  same 
thing  today. 

In  Exodus  33:14-17  we  read  the 
story  in  the  Bible  which  tells  us  that 
Moses  developed  fellowship  with  God. 
This  is  when  Moses  wanted  the  as- 
surance that  when  and  if  Israel  did 


move  out  toward  the  Promised  La 
that  the  Lord  would  go  with  thei 
Moses  felt  that  it  would  be  impo 
sible  for  Israel  to  endure  the  har< 
ships  and  problems  that  would  ari 
while  in  transit.  God  did  promi 
Moses  and  Moses  did  lead  the  p& 
pie  out  of  Egypt  and  into  the  Proi 
ised  Land. 

We,  too,  are  pilgrims  and  travele: 
(Continued  on  Page  15) 
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S  TORIES 

for  our  youth 


THE  HERO 

by  Ralph  W.  Neighbour 

I  I  ON'T    someone  come  and  help 
■J    me  quick!"  It  was  Mrs.  Jennie 
jhnson  who  was  calling. 
"What's  happened?"  Pastor  Jones 
sked  excitedly. 

"Jerry  and  Sam  are  fighting," 
Irs.  Johnson  explained.  "Jerry  hit 
am  pretty  hard." 

Pastor  Jones  rushed  to  the  scene 

I  the  fight  where  Sam  was  lying 
n  the  ground.  Some  of  the  boys 
ere  holding  Jerry.  "You  fellows 
elp  me  carry  Sam  into  the  office," 
astor  Jones  said.  "Jerry,  wait  in 
le  Sunday  school  room.  I  want 
)  see  you." 

They  laid  Sam  down  on  the  couch 
i  the  office  and  put  wet  towels  on 
is  forehead.  Sam  opened  his  eyes 
nd  gasped  for  breath. 
Pastor  Jones  went  to  the  Sunday 
chool  room  to  see  Jerry.  "Tell  me 
list  what  happened." 
"He,  he,  was  making  fun  of  me 

II  last,  last  week,  because  I,  I 
tutter,  I,  I  couldn't  he,  he,  help 
;.  I  jus,  just  go  so  mm  m  mad  I 
idn't  know  what  I  was  doing!" 

"Now  take  it  easy,  Jerry.  Slow 
town  and  you  won't  stutter.  You 
urt  Sam  very  badly." 

Jerry  turned  pale.  For  once  he 
id  not  stutter.  "I  didn't  mean  to 
urt  him  so  much!  He'll  be  all  right, 
ron't  he?"  Tears  were  running  off 
erry's  cheeks. 

"I  think  he  will  be  better  soon, 
erry,  you  may  go  to  your  class 
iow.  I  will  see  you  later." 
After  examining  Sam,  the  pastor 
aid,  "I  think  he  will  be  all  right 
oon.      Put  a  blanket  over  him." 

By  the  time  school  dismissed, 
5am  was  much  better,  and  one  of 
he  teachers  took  him  home  in  her 


par. 


But  Mrs.    Johnson   came  to  the 


pastor's  office  and  said,  "Pastor,  I 
am  afraid  of  what  will  happen  to- 
morrow. I  had  planned  to  take  the 
boys  on  a  picnic  at  Dewey's  Park. 
I  am  afraid  Sam  and  Jerry  might 
get  into  another  fight." 

"Mrs.  Johnson,"  Pastor  Jones 
said,  "I'll  talk  with  the  boys  to- 
morrow morning." 

The  next  morning,  Mrs.  Johnson 
said,  "Jerry  and  Sam,  go  to  the 
pastor's  office.  He  wishes  to  talk 
with  you." 

"Come  in,  boys,"  Pastor  Jones 
said.  Jerry  and  Sam  sat  down  be- 
side each  other. 

The  pastor  said,  "Boys,  I'm  not 
taking  sides  with  either  of  you.  You 
were  both  wrong  yesterday.  Sam, 
you  shouldn't  have  teased  Jerry  and 
made  fun  of  his  stuttering.  You  should 
have  helped  him.  Jesus  would  not 
make  fun  of  someone  who  stuttered. 
Don't  you  wish  to  be  like  Jesus?" 

"Yes,"  answered  Sam. 

"Now,  Jerry,  let  me  read  some- 
thing to  you.  Jesus  said,  'Thou  shalt 
not  kill  .  .  .  But  I  say  unto  you, 
That  whosoever  is  angry  with  his 
brother  without  a  cause  shall  be  in 
danger  of  the  judgment.'  In  other 
words,  Jerry,  when  we  lose  our  tem- 
pers we  are  in  danger  of  killing  some- 
one. People  who  go  to  the  electric 
chair  for  murder  didn't  plan  it  that 
way.  They  just  lost  their  tempers 
and  killed  someone  before  they 
realized  what  they  were  doing. 

"Jesus  told  us  to  love  those  who 
hate  us  and  to  do  good  to  those  who 
do  evil  against  us.  Now  I  want  you 
two  boys  to  shake  hands  and  make 
up." 

"I'd  make  up  with  him,"  Jerry 
said,  "but  he  will  go  right  ahead 
and  do  the  same  things.  He  is  not 
mean  only  to  me,  but  to  everyone." 

"Sam ,  will  you  agree  to  be  differ- 
ent?" said  Pastor  Jones. 

"Yeah,"  Sam  said. 

The  boys  shook  hands  and  left 
the  office. 

At  the  picnic,  Sam  said  to  Jerry, 
"I'll  get  even  with  you  for  what  you 


did  to  me  yesterday.    You  just  wait 
and  see  if  I  don't." 

"Sam,  leave  me  alone,"  Jerry 
pled.  "I  don't  want  to  fight  with 
you,  and  I  nearly  hurt  you  badly 
yesterday;  so  don't  make  me  mad 
again." 

"This  time  it  will  be  you!"  Sam 
said  with  a  sneer.   "You  just  wait." 

The  lifeguard  used  the  buady  sys- 
tem. Each  boy  had  a  pal  for 
whom  he  was  responsible.  When  he 
appointed  Jerry  and  Sam  as  pals, 
everybody  laughed,  but  said  nothing. 

Jerry  and  Sam  were  on  the  diving 
board.  Just  as  Jerry  was  about  to 
dive,  Sam  tripped  him,  and  Jerry 
fell  straight  down  into  the  water. 
The  water  stung,  but  the  laughs 
smarted  even  more.  Jerry  swam 
out  of  the  pool.  Sam  still  stood  on 
the  diving  board.  Jerry  ran  onto 
the  diving  board  to  settle  scores 
with  Sam,  but  Sam  leaped  into  the 
water.  Jerry  dived  right  behind 
him  but  landed  on  top  of  him. 

Jerry  was  stunned.  His  head  had 
struck  the  back  of  Sam's  head.  He 
swam  to  the  surface  of  the  water 
and  looked  for  Sam.  He  was  going 
to  settle  things  once  and  for  all.  But 
Sam  did  not  come  up! 

"Help,  help!"  Jerry  cried  to  the 
lifeguard.  "My  buddy  hasn't  come 
up!" 

The  lifeguard  hurried  to  the  spot, 
but  when  he  arrived,  Jerry  was  gone, 
Jerry  dove  down  underwater,  and 
when  he  came  up  he  was  fighting  to 
bring  Sam  to  the  top.  He  had  found 
him,  unconscious  on  the  bottom  of  the 
pool. 

The  lifeguard  helped  Jerry  with 
Sam  and  gave  him  oxygen.  Jerry 
stood  by  praying  and  crying,  "Je- 
sus, please  don't  let  Sam  die.  Please 
let  him  live." 

It  was  a  long  time  before  Sam 
opened  his  eyes.  He  looked  up  at 
Jerry. 

"Please  forgive  me,"  Jerry  pled, 
as  soon  as  Sam  was  conscious  again. 

"It's  all  my  fault,"  Sam  confessed. 

"Jerry  saved  your  life,  Sam,"  the 
lifeguard  said. 

Sam  pulled  his  hand  out  from  un- 
der the  blanket  and  held  it  out  to 
Jerry.  "Shake,  Jerry.  I  mean  it  this 
time.  From  now  on,  we  are  going 
to  be  friends." 

Jerry  shook  hands,  "I  mean  it 
this  time,  too.  I'm  sorry,  Sam. 
We'll  be  pals  instead  of  enemies  from 
now  on.  I've  learned  it  doesn't  pay 
to  disobey  God." 

"Yes,  Jesus  taught  us  to  forgive 
and  not  to  hate,"  Sam  added. 
-Selected. 
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EASTERN  DISTRICT  WOMAN'S 
AUXILIARY  CONVENTION 


The  Eastern  District  Woman's 
Auxiliary  Convention  will  convene 
with  the  Spring  Hope  Free  Will  Bap- 
tist Church  near  Vanceboro,  Thurs- 
day, September  19.  The  conven- 
tion's theme  is  "Let  Us  Advance  on 
Our  Knees,"  with  Scripture  taken 
from  Proverbs  3:5,  6:  "Trust  in  the 
LORD  with  all  thine  heart;  and  lean 
not  unto  thine  own  understanding.  In 
all  thy  ways  acknowledge  him,  and 
he  shall  direct  thy  paths."  Mrs.  Fred 
Register,  district  president,  will  pre- 
side, with  Mrs.  Troy  Jones  serving 
as  music  director  and  Mrs.  Jimmy 
Collins  as  pianist.  The  program  is  as 
follows: 

Morning  Session 

9:30-Registration 

10:00-Hymn,   "The  Beautiful  Garden 
3rayer" 

10:05-Devotions  and  Prayer,  Mrs. 
a  Kirk 

10:15-Welcome,  Mrs.  Jimmy  Jones, 
Host  Auxiliary  President 
-Response,  Mrs.  Wayne  Davis 

10:25-Recognition  of  Ministers,  Of- 
ficers, and  Delegates 
-Remarks  and  Announcements, 
Mrs.  Fred  Register,  District 
President 

10:35-Report  of  Free  Will  Baptist 
Press  Foundation,  Mrs.  Ellen 
Dixon 

10:45-Report   of   Children's  Home, 

Mrs.  Sam  Weeks 
10:55-Report  of  Mount  Olive  College, 

Dr.  W.  Burkette  Raper 
ll:05-Hymn,    "Saviour,      Like  a 

Shepherd  Lead  Us" 
-Offering  (equally  divided  be- 
tween Mount  Olive  College  and 

the  Children's  Home) 
1 1 : 10- Announcements 

-Appointment  of  Committees 
ll:20-Worship  Time: 

Special   Music,   the  Prescott 

Family 

Convention  Sermon,  the  Rev. 
Bobby    Harrell,      Pastor  of 
Smith's  New  Home  Church 
12:00-Lunch 

Afternoon  Session 
1:00-Hymn,  "My  Faith  Looks  Up  to 

Thee" 
l:05-Memorial  Service 
l:15-Other    Denominational  Work 


Reports: 

Youth,  Mrs.  Nerry  Wall 
Missions,  Mrs.  George  Gray 
Camp  Vandemere,  Mr.  Mat- 
thew Prescott 

Superannuation,  Mrs.  Carol 
Hansley 

District  Field  Secretary,  Mrs. 
Rivers  Winstead 

2:00-State  President's  Remarks  and 
Report  of  Cragmont  Assembly, 
Mrs.  D.  W.  Hancock 

2:10-Minutes  of  Executive  Com- 
mittee 

2:15-Presentation  of  Pin  Awards, 

Mrs.  Matthew  Prescott 
2:20-Secretary's  Report 

-Treasurer's  Report 

-Old  Business 

-New  Business 

-Appointment      of  Delegates 

to  Other  Conventions 
-Closing  Hymn,  "Blest  Be  the 

Tie" 
-Adjournment 

EASTERN  DISTRICT  YOUTH 
CONVENTION 

The  Eastern  District  Youth  Con- 
vention will  be  held  on  Saturday, 
September  14,  with  the  Crab  Point 
Free  Will  Baptist  Church,  Morehead 
City,  from  10  a.m.  until  12  noon. 
Guest  singers  for  the  convention 
will  be  "The  Four  in  Christ."  Also 
plaques  will  be  presented  to  the 
churches  winning  the  Bible  Bowl 
Quiz.    Everyone  is  invited  to  attend. 

Respectfully  submitted, 
Melody  R.  Wall 
Youth  Chairman 


A  POOR  HEATHEN 

A  certain  rich  man  did  not  ap- 
prove of  foreign  missions.  One  Sun- 
day at  church,  when  the  offering  was 
being  received,  the  usher  approached 
the  millionaire  and  held  out  the  plate. 
The  millionaire  shook  his  head,  "I 
never  give  to  missions,"  he  whisper- 
ed. 

"Then  take  something  out  of  the 
plate,  Sir,"  said  the  usher  softly. 
"The  money  is  for  the  heathen." 
-The  Outlook. 


MOUNT  OLIVE  COLLEGI 
DINNERS  FOR  1974 

Plans  have  been  finalized  for  tt 
organizational  meetings  of  the  19' 
benefit  dinners  for  Mount  Olive  Co: 
lege.  Below  is  a  schedule  of  the  re 
maining  planning  meetings  to  be  hel< 

Wilson  County-Monday,  Septembe 
16,  at  7:30  p.m.,  Daniels  Chap< 
church. 

Beaufort  County-Tuesday,  Sep 
tember  17,  at  7:30  p.m.,  Free  Unic 
church. 

Duplin  County-Thursday,  Septem, 
ber  19,  at  7:30  p.m.,  Cabin  churcl 

Edgecombe -Halifax  Counties-Frij 
day,  September  20,  at  7:30  p.m 
First  church,  Tarboro. 

Nash  County-Sunday,  Septembe 
22,  at  3  p.m.,  Free  Union  church 


"FREE  WILL  BAPTIST  DAY" 
At  Mount  Olive  College 

submitted  by  Harold  Herring 

"Free  Will  Baptist  Day"  will  1 
observed  at  Mount  Olive  Colleg 
Saturday,  September  21,  1974.  Tl 
scheduled  activities  are  as  follow 
Morning 

10:00-Open  House,  New  Campui 
Henderson  Building,  Moye  9 
brary,  Rodger s  Chapel,  Dor| 
mitory  Complex  for  Womei 
Men's  Dormitory 

10:30-Carillon  Music:  Campus  Prq 
gram  on  75 -Bell  "Americana 
Carillon 

ll:00-Worship  Service  in  Rodgei 
Chapel,  Theme:  "The  Distinc! 
tive  Mission  of  Mount  01i\j 
College , ' '  Dedication  of  Cari} 
Ion 

12:00  Noon-Lunch  on  Grounds  of  Ne 
Campus     ($1.75    per  plat; 
catered  by  Wilbur's  of  Golds 
boro),  Carillon  Music 
Afternoon 
1 :00-Meeting  of  the  Church -College 
Advancement      Council  ar| 
Dinner  Committees,  Tour  <j 
Eagles  Nest  (for  those  not  at- 
tending council  meeting) 
2 : 3  0- Ad  j  ournm  ent 

Mount  Olive  College  exists  tod? 
because  of  the  prayers  and  suppo 
of  thousands  of  Free  Will  Baptis 
all  across  North  Carolina.  We  attl 
College  would  like  to  share  with  y( 
the  product  of  what  you  have  shan 
with  us. 

Will  you  join  us  on  Saturday,  Sen 
tember  21,  as  we  observe  "Free  Wi 
Baptist  Day"  at  Mount  Olive  College 
Will  you  give  us  a  chance  to  show  y< 
the  results  of  your  prayers  and  yoi 
support?  Will  you  give  us  the  od 
portunity  to  say  thanks  for  your  coil 
tinuing  interest  in  Mount  Olive  Co! 
lege? 
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J    Unmitigated  Truth 

(Continued  from  Page  12) 

|i  transit.  We  need  the  assurance 
Jj>m  God  that  He  will  indeed  accom- 
|ny  us  on  this  long  and  dangerous 
'lirney.  I  have  found  fellowship 
6|h  the  Lord  in  the  sense.  I  can 
H  that  the  Lord  has  been  with  me 
!p  has  made  every  provision  needed 
'  bring  me  down  the  journey  thus 

Where     is     a     New  Testament 
feracter  known  as  the  Apostle  John 
jo  also  developed  fellowship  with 
Id.     In  1  John  1:3,  John  declared 
ill  fellowship  to  us,  having  achieved 
'  for  himself.    Fellowship  with  God 
|  Father  and  with  His  Son  Jesus 
rist-what  more  could  one  ask  for? 
is  is  how  our  joy  can  be  made 
1.     Again,  what  more  could  one 
k  for? 


unday  School  Lesson 

(Continued  from  Page  II) 

wanted  to  run,  but  he  dared  not, 
sause  he  knew  that  the  bear  could 
l  much  faster.  While  he  was  stand - 
there  trying  to  decide  what  to  do, 
suddenly  heard  a  shot.  Then  he 
y  the  bear  drop  to  the  ground 
sad.  In  just  a  moment  a  man 
pped  out  from  the  bushes.  It 
s  his  father. 

!' '  It's  all  right,  Son,'  he  said, 
're  been  with  you  everyday.  Even 
ugh  I  stayed  quite  a  distance  from 
l,  I  have  walked  to  school  with 
I  every  morning,  and  followed  you 
ne  again  every  afternoon.  But 
vanted  you  to  become  brave  and 
irageous,  so  I  let  you  think  you 
re  going  by  yourself.' 

'The  Bible  promises  us  that  Jesus 
always  with  us  too.  His  Word  says, 
■will  never  leave  thee,  nor  forsake 
le'  (Hebrews  13:5).    We  need  not 
;r  anything,  for  God  is  always  with 
Since  His  eye  is  on  the  tiny  spar- 
v,  we  can  certainly  be  assured  that 
watches  over  us  too.  "-Devotions 
for  Early  Teens. 


REASON  FOR  ALARM 

"homas  Gurthrie  used  to  say:  "If 
i  find  yourself  loving  any  plea- 
e  better  than  your  prayers,  any 
k  better  than  the  Bible,  any  house 
ter  than  the  house  of  God,  any 
le  better  than  the  Lord's  Table, 
persons  better  than  Christ,  and 
indulgence  better  than  the  hope 
heaven-take    alarm . '  '-Alliance 

WE  FREE  WILL  BAPTIST 


NEWS  NOTES 

(Continued  from  Page  10) 

On  Sunday  night,  September  15,  the 
fall  revival  will  begin  at  Sherron 
Acres  with  the  Rev.  Ray  Wells  of 
Selma  as  the  guest  speaker.  This 
series  of  services  will  last  through 
Wednesday  evening,  September  18, 
and  the  public  is  invited  to  attend. 


Tee's  Chapel  Sunday  School 
Awards  Perfect  Attendance  Pins 

At  the  close  of  the  1973-74  church 
year  Tee's  Chapel  Free  Will  Baptist 
Church,  Route  2,  Smithfield,  was 
happy  to  award  22  of  its  approximate 
200  Sunday  school  members  perfect 
attendance  pins.  The  superintendent, 
Mr.  Aaron  Overman,  in  making  the 
presentation,  made  the  following 
statement:  "We're  very  proud  of 
these  boys  and  girls  and  men  and 
women.  We  hope  that  at  the  end  of 
the  year,  1974-75,  there  will  be 
many  more  pupils  to  receive  pins. 
With  a  little  more  effort  and  the 
love  of  Jesus  we  can  see  this  happen." 


Pictured  on  the  steps  of  the  church 
are,  first  row  left  to  right:  Rob- 
bin  Sellers  and  Chris  Norris,  second 
year;  Lee  Anne  McLamb  and  Tracy 
Massey,  first  year;  Angie  Edwards, 
fourth  year;  and  Bennie  Edwards, 
third  year.  Second  row:  Darlene 
Sellers,  third  year;  Tammy  Norris, 
fifth  year;  and  Dolly  Wadsworth  and 
Rene  McLamb,  first  year.  Third 
row:  Shane  Woodall,  first  year; 
Mrs.  Johnnie  Mae  Edwards,  thir- 
teenth year;  Mrs.  Judy  Massey, 
Leonard  Grant,  Phillip  Edwards,  and 
Mrs.  Geneva  Edwards,  first  year;  and 
Durwood  Woodall,  fourteenth  year. 
Fourth  row:  Delma  McLamb,  first 
year;  Linwood  Massey,  third  year; 
Robert  Edwards,  first  year;  and 
Frankie  Norris,  fifth  year.  Absent 
when  the  picture  was  taken  was  Mrs. 
Shirley  Sellers,  first  year. 

Homecoming  and  Revival 
At  Saratoga  Church 

The  Saratoga,  North  Carolina,  Free 


Will  Baptist  Church  will  observe 
its  annual  homecoming  on  Sunday, 
September  15,  with  a  former  pastor, 
the  Rev.  Dan  Beaman,  bringing  the 
homecoming  message.  Following  the 
morning  worship  service  a  picnic 
lunch  will  be  served  on  the  church 
grounds.  The  afternoon  service  will 
consist  of  a  singing  and  musical 
program.  All  persons  who  have 
a  past  interest  or  a  present  interest 
in  the  church  are  invited  to  attend. 

On  Monday  night,  following  the 
homecoming,  revival  services  will 
begin  in  the  Saratoga  church,  con- 
tinuing through  Friday  night,  Septem- 
ber 20.  The  visiting  evangelist  will 
be  the  Rev.  Eddie  Franks  of  Garner. 
Mr.  Franks  is  known  for  his  funda- 
mental preaching  and  his  musical 
talent.  Special  music  will  be  ren- 
dered each  service  which  will  begin 
nightly  at  7:45.  The  pastor,  the 
Rev.  Larry  Barbour,  will  assist  in  the 
services.  The  public  is  invited  to 
attend. 


Missions 

(Continued  from  Page  7) 

North  Carolina,  Free  Will  Baptist 
Church,  pastored  by  the  Rev.  Lloyd 
Hargis. 


Brother  Timmons  as  he  presides  over 
the  organizational  meeting. 


CHANGE  OF  ADDRESSES 

To  those  who  are  concerned,  it 
should  be  noted  that  the  Rev.  and  Mrs. 
C.  F.  Bowen  have  a  new  address. 
It  is  1213  South  Tarboro  Street, 
Wilson,  North  Carolina  27893;  tele- 
phone 291-2681. 


The  Rev.  and  Mrs.  R.  W.  Allman 
are  now  living  at  504  West  Parrish 
Drive,  Benson,  North  Carolina  27504. 
Their  former  address  was  3707 
Garner  Road,  Raleigh,  North  Caro- 
lina. Please  address  all  correspon- 
dence to  their  new  address. 
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COMMENTARIES  ON  INTERNATIONAL  BIBLE 


LESSONS,    UNIFORM  SERIES 


(September,  1974,  through  August,  1975) 


INVALUABLE  AIDS  FOR  SUNDAY  SCHOOL  TEACHING 


Standard   Lesson  Commentary 

Higley  Commentary 
Peloubet's  Notes 

Tarbell's  Teacher's  Guide 
Rozell's  Complete  Lessons 
Arnold's  Commentary 
International  Lesson  Annual 
Broadman  Comments 
Points  for  Emphasis 
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Free  Will  Baptist 


AYDEN,  NORTH  CAROLINA,  WEDNESDAY,  SEPTEMBER  IS,  1974 


Certainly  we  do  not  wish  to  play  politics  ,  but 
isn't  Christianity  a  needed  ingredient  to  make 
the  political  cake  more  palatable? 

Who  is  not  a  rebel  ? 


HE  PARDONED  A  REBEL? 

No  political  overtures,  please;  but,  President  Ford's  recent  "free,  full, 
and  absolute"  pardoning  of  the  ex -President  has  caused  much  hullabaloo 
among  the  citizenry  of  the  nation;  and  though  we  do  not  intend  to  express 
our  own  particular  political  opinions  in  regard  to  this,  we  cannot  help  but 
draw  a  parallel.  Whether  or  not  the  President  had  the  moral  or  legal 
right  to  exonerate  the  ex- President  is  something  which  will  not  be  decided 
by  this  editor,  though  he  does  indeed  have  his  own  convictions.  Whether 
Mr.  Ford  did  indeed  "open  a  can  of  worms,"  as  expressed  by  a  Southern 
governor,  is,  again,  something  to  be  decided  by  the  individual;  and,  whether 
there  is  fairness  in  pardoning  other  convicted  persons  in  the  Watergate 
affair  and  granting  amnesty  to  draft  evaders  are  other  matters  which 
merit  serious  attention.  This  writer  is  not  transparent  (he  hopes),  but 
some  of  his  feeling  is  bound  to  be  seen  by  his  readers;  therefore,  lest 
he  reveal  too  much,  he  will  stop  short- -for  the  time  being. 

Where  is  the  parallel  we  mentioned  in  the  first  sentence?  It  is  still 
being  drawn!  No  President  is  divine;  each  one  has  made  mistakes  in  the 
past,  and  the  present  one  (and  those  of  the  future)  will  make  similar  mis- 
takes. To  cover  up  or  to  try  to  conceal  said  mistakes  or  to  shift  the  blame 
to  someone  else  is  another  basket  of  apples- -rotten  ones  at  that!  Yet, 
don't  all  of  us  try  to  appear  better  than  we  are?  Don't  all  of  us,  when 
backed  into  a  corner,  use  every  weapon  at  our  disposal  --  even  prevarication 
(a  little  "white  lie")  at  times--to  save  face?  Though  there  is  nothing 
honorable  in  lying  oneself  out  of  a  difficult  situation,  every  human  being, 
at  sometime  in  his  life,  has  lied  by  choice  or  by  necessity.  By  necessity? 
Is  it  ever  necessary  to  lie?  This  causes  us  to  examine  more  closely  our 
own  character,  for  it  takes  a  bigger  person  to  admit  a  mistake  than  to 
deny  one  or  to  cover  up  one.  It  takes  a  bigger  person  to  bare  himself  to 
the  whip  than  to  cower  in  the  corner  in  abject  fear,  desperately  attempting 
to  avoid  the  accusing  eye  and  the  stinging  lash.  "How  big  are  we?"  is 
an  obvious  question.  Are  we  big  enough  to  face  disharmonious  music, 
the  discordant  crescendoes  caused  by  ourselves  or  by  our  injudicious 
approach  to,  and  involvement  in,  what  could  be  regarded  as  questionable 
dealings?  Do  we  not  expect  too  much  when  we  think  that  society  in  general 
could,  and  should,  project  a  good  measure  of  quiescent  acceptance  to  what- 
ever wrong  is  perpetrated  by  us,  because  we  happen  to  hold  some  pres- 
tigious position?  Is  any  man  (or  woman)  any  better  than,  and  less  account- 
able than,  another?  Some  have  suggested  that  because  individuals  in  the 
national  and  universal  eye  are  more  apt  to  be  made  spectacles  of,  they 
merit  special  consideration.  Still,  we  cannot  justify  double  standards  in 
any  situation  and  insure  what  our  constitution  calls  domestic  tranquility, 
establish  and  maintain  justice,  and  secure  the  blessings  of  liberty. 

Further,  and  in  a  spiritual  sense,  God  is  certainly  no  respecter  of 
persons,  not  willing  that  any  should  perish,  desiring,  rather,  that  all 
come  to  repentance,  expecting  at  the  same  time,  that  man  exercise  due 
caution  in  his  interpersonal  relationships,  overt  and  secretive  acts,  and  that 
he  be  honorable- -even  holy- -in  all  manner  of  living.  A  God  of  love 
first,  He  is  also  (and  to  the  same  extent)  a  God  of  wrath.  "He 
hath  loosed  the  fateful  lightning  of  His  terrible,  swift  sword,  and  His  truth  is 
marching  on,"  suggested  the  battle  hymn. 

In  view  of  this,  how  dare  we  be  anything  but  truthful? 

God,  in  His  infinite  mercy,  pardons  rebels  like  you  and  this  writer,  and 
through  His  Son  has  provided  the  way,  the  truth,  and  the  life.  He  made  it 
"perfectly  clear"  that  no  one  could  gain  admittance  to  the  Father  unless 
he  received  His  sinless,  truth-personifying  Son  as  Saviour.  Politically, 
we  have  notions  and  make  commotions.  Spiritually,  there  is  but  one  method 
to  approach  a  problem  and  to  achieve  its  just  solution.  The  golden  rule  is 
still  the  best  principle  by  which  to  live,  and  personal  piety-  -especially  when 
overextended- -can  do  more  harm  than  good.  Finite  judges,  are  we,  and 
frequently  we  tilt  the  scales  to  our  own  liking.  Thankful  we  should  be  that 
God  exercises  absolute  equity  and  is  impartial  in  His  judgments.  Would 
you  "string  'em  up"  or  "sing  'em  up"?  Be  honest,  now,  and* consider  the 
fact  that  you,  too,  are  weighed  in  the  balances  and  are  found  wanting.  .  .  . 

A  rebel- -What  is  a  rebel?  Are  not  all  rebels  of  a  sort,  and  are  not  we 
subject  to,  and  deserving  of,  reprimands?  Granted,  we  may  justly 
receive  criticism  for  entertaining  what  could  be  categorized  as  a  political 
discussion  in  a  Christian  magazine,  but  then  again,  isn't  the  absence  of 
Christianity  the  real  albatross  which  hangs  around  the  neck  of  politics? 
How  say  ye? 
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THE  FREE  WILL  BAP? 


-A-  T37it>\xte  to  tne 
Rev.  c.  F\  Bowen 


WELVE  wonderful  years  have  come  to  an  end-- 
twelve  years  of  working  and  growing  together 
Us  a  congregation  and  pastor.  The  Rev.  C.  F.  Bow  en 
Isigned  the  pastorate  of  First  Free  Will  Baptist  Church 
1  Wilson  effective  September  8. 

Even  though  it  came  as  no  surprise,  we  were  not 
Ifepared  for  it.  Many  tears  of  sadness  were  shed  on 
He  Sunday  he  read  his  letter  of  resignation,  again 
|ring  his  last  sermon,  and  again  at  the  reception  in 
llnor  of  him  and  Mrs.  Bowen.  But  along  with  the 
Bars  of  sadness  came  tears  of  gratitude  for  the  past 
ipnderful  years. 

j  Mr.  Bowen  is  leaving  full-time  pastoral  work  for 
lemiretirement.  Semiretirement  is  a  state  entered  into 
jji  old  age  where  the  big  job  is  laid  down  for  a  hundred 
irnaller  jobs  that  add  up  to  more  work  than  the  one  big 
tb. 

I  Mr.  Bowen  brought  to  our  church  a  certain  dignity  -  - 
Is  personality  and  the  manner  in  which  he  carries  him- 
I If- -his  total  person  is  outstanding.  Not  the  least  of 
Is  assets  is  a  head  full  of  pretty,  silvery  hair  that 
ts  admiring  second  glances  from  the  young  and  old, 
lale  and  female,  alike.  Even  strangers  have  asked  to 
buch  his  hair.  He  accepts  the  compliments  graciously, 
ever  telling  the  secret  behind  his  handsome  style- -Mrs. 
lowen's  regular  Friday  night  shampoos  and  his  favorite 
air  spray. 

If  we  should  be  given  a  choice  of  one  word  in  the  English 
anguage  to  describe  our  feelings  for  Mr.  Bowen,  that 
;ord  without  argument,  would  be  "love." 

We  love  him,  not  so  much  for  what  he  has  done,  even 
hough  he  has   done  very  much,   but  for  what  he  is. 

We  love  him  as  a  godly  minister,  preaching  sermons 
which  we  could  trust  were  spiritually  Bible  oriented. 

We  love  him  as  a  counselor.  Only  God  knows  how 
tiany  have  been  affected  by  his  guidance.  We  have  come 

o  him  with  many  needs --some  trivial,  others  earth- 
shattering  problems.  But  he  understood  the  personal 
seriousness  of  the  trivial  and  treated  us  all  with  the  same 


respect.  His  guidance  has  helped  to  mend  our  broken 
homes  and  has  given  comfort  when  some  could  not  be 
mended.  He  has  helped  bridge  giant  gulfs  between 
parents  and  child  and  between  Christian  brothers. 
We  could  talk  openly  to  him,  knowing  he  will  take  our 
confidence  with  him  to  his  grave.  He  has  helped  many 
of  us  to  regain  prospective   and  others  to  revamp. 

Countless  people,  reaching  far  beyond  our  con- 
gregation—patients, hospital  staff,  and  visitors- -have 
been  cheered  and  comforted  by  his  daily  hospital  visits. 

We  love  him  as  a  man  of  God  with  both  feet  planted 
firmly  on  the  ground,  showing  us  the  steadiness  of  the 
firm  foundation.  We  have  found  him  slow  to  anger, 
gentle,  and  understanding.  Mr.  Bowen  doesn't  make 
rash  judgments  or  give  us  lofty,  unattainable  ideals  to 
strive  for,  but  common  sense  advice.  He  has  laughed  with 
us,  cried  with  us,  and  sometimes  his  wit  has  turned  our 
dismal  failure  into  a  learning  experience. 

Sometimes  a  mental  flash  of  him  has  put  our  con- 
science into  gear.  We  remember  some  statement  he 
has  made  and  a  petty  little  sin  gets  nipped  in  the  bud  or 
big  sins  have  gone  uncommitted.  We  have  said  to  our- 
selves, "I  didn't  want  to  do  that  anyway." 

Though  we  have  been  benefited  by  his  education,  he  is 
a  humble  man  and  has  never  allowed  his  college  degrees 
to  become  a  communication  barrier  between  him  and  the 
common  man.  We  love  him  for  that  because  most  of  us 
are  just  common  folks. 

We  love  him  as  a  friend.  A  friend  is  a  person,  who 
knowing  even  our  vilest  thoughts,  can  love  us  anyway.  We 
feel  Mr.  Bowen  is  such  a  friend. 

We  have  grown  to  love  him  as  a  brother,  a  friend,  a 
man,  a  person,  a  father,  a  counselor,  and  a  minister. 

He  is  a  pastor  who  will  be  missed  because  his  love  has 
extended  through  us  into  our  homes,  our  communities,  and 
our  places  of  business- -from  Sunday  through  Sunday.  But 
even  though  he  won't  be  serving  us  as  pastor,  he  will  live  on 
in  our  hearts. 

No,  the  twelve  wonderful  years  are  not  over.  They  will 
never   end.   '  The  love  instilled  in  us  is  here  to  stay. 


PVE  NEVER  SEEN  GOD 


I've  never  seen  God, 

but  I  know  how  I  feel. 
It's  people  like  you 

who  make  Him  "So  real' 
My  God  is  no  stranger, 

He's  friendly  and  gay 
And  He  doesn't  ask  me 

to  weep  when  I  pray. 
It  seems  that  I  pass  Him 

so  often  each  day.  .  . 
In  the  face  of  people 

I  meet  on  my  way.  .  . 


He's  the  stars  in  the  heavens, 

a  smile  on  some  face.  .  . 
A  leaf  on  a  tree 

or  a  rose  in  a  vase.  .  . 
He's  winter  and  autumn 

and  summer  and  spring.  . 
In  short,  God  Is  Every 

Real,  Wonderful  Thing.  .  . 
I  wish  I  might  meet  Him 

much  more  than  I  do.  .  . 
I  wonder  if  there  were 

More  People  Like  You. 
--Helen  Steiner  Rice. 


THE  FREE  WILL  BAPTIST 


SUNDAY,  SEPTEMBER  22 

Scripture  Reading- -Proverbs  2:2 
She  Knew  What  It  Meant 

A  little  girl  had  learned  the  verse, 
"Suffer  the  little  children  to  come 
unto  me,"  to  repeat  at  a  meeting.  She 
stood  on  a  platform  and  began. 
"Suffer" --it  was  her  first  attempt  at 
speaking  in  public.  She  was  fright- 
ened, and  stopped  for  a  moment.  Then 
she  began  again.  "Suffer  little"- - 
again  her  fear  overcame  her.  But  be- 
ing a  determined  little  one,  she  made  a 
third  attempt,  and  said,  "Suffer little 
children."  With  a  last  grand  effort, 
she  said,  not  exactly  the  verse,  but 
these  words:  "Jesus  wants  us  all  to 
come  to  Him:  and  don't  anybody  try  to 
stop  us. "--King's  Business. 

Prayer  Thought 
Jesus  has  pleaded  with  us  all 
through  the  Bible  to  come  to  Him, 
leave  our  problems  and  worries  with 
Him  and  be  uplifted  by  His  love.  It 
is  not  necessary  for  us  to  exert  our- 
selves in  any  way  to  reach  God.  He  is 
all  around  us. 


MONDAY,  SEPTEMBER  23 

Scripture  Reading- -2  Thessalonians 

2:17 

"Who  Flies  the  Kite?" 
A  preacher  talked  to  the  children 
about  making  and  flying  kites.  He 
quoted  some  lined  about  kite -lying. 
Here  they  are: 

Who  flies  the  kite? 
"I,"  said  the  joy;  "it 

is  my  joy; 
I  fly  the  kite." 

Who  flies  the  kite? 

"I,"  said  the  wind;  "it  is  my  whim; 

I  fly  the  kite." 

Who  flies  the  kite? 
"I,"    said  the   string,    "I  am  the 
thing 

That  flies  the  kite." 


Who  flies  the  kite? 

"I,"    said  the   tail,      "I  make  it 

sail; 
I  fly  the  kite." 

Who  flies  the  kite? 

All  are  wrong;  all  are  right; 

All  fly  the  kite. 

Now,  belonging  to  a  church  or  Sun- 
day school  is  like  that.  Paul  says 
the  church  is  like  a  body,  with  hands 
and  feet,  and  eyes  and  ears  and  nose, 
and  it  takes  everyones  of  these  parts, 
and  more,  to  make  a  body.  In  the 
church  there  are  apostles  and  proph- 
ets and  evangelists  and  pastors  and 
teachers,  and  there  is  you.  Jesus 
needs  everyone  of  us  to  do  His  work, 
and  each  must  play  his  part.  Don't 
forget --all  fly  the  kite.--G.  Osborn 
Gregory. 

Prayer  Thought 
Are  we  functioning  with  the  rest  of 
our  church?  If  not,  it  is  not  wonder 
that  this  all  to  obvious  problem 
exists  in  our  churches.  Check  with 
our  great  Physician  and  heal  the  sick 
members  of  the  church. 


TUESDAY,  SEPTEMBER  24 

Scripture  Reading-  -  Philippians 

1:29 

God  Controls  Droughts 

Joao  Moaxi,  a  native  convert,  was 
placed  in  charge  of  work  among  a  can- 
nibal African  tribe,  among  whom  work 
had  begun  only  a  few  months  before. 
It  was  in  the  dry  season  when  he  took 
charge.  Soon  the  rainy  season  came, 
but  month  after  month  went  by  without 
r ain .  Then  came  the  dry  season  again . 
Everyone  was  suffering  from  hunger, 
and  starvation  was  near.  The  native 
chief  told  Joao  that  in  all  the  years 
they  had  worshiped  their  fathers' 
gods,  rain  had  never  failed  them  to 
this  extent.  The  mission  workers 
must  leave  the  country  and  take  the 
white  man's  God  with  them.  Joao 
refused  to  go.  The  chief  said,  "If 
your  God  is  good,  and  rules  the  sky, 
why  doesn't  it  rain?  If  it  does  not 
rain  by  sunrise  tomorrow,  we  will 
drink  your  blood  and  eat  your  flesh." 
Joao  thought  of  Elijah,  and  he  went 
to  his  hut  and  prayed  to  Elijah's 
God,  while  the  heathen  were  waitine 
for  sunrise  and  their  cannibal 
feast.  Toward  daylight  came  thunder, 
lightning,  and  torrential  rain.-- 
John  C.  Wengatz,  D.  D. 


Prayer  Thought 
We  have  spiritual  dry  seasons  in 
our  lives  and  are  in  much  need  of 
prayer,  lest  we  wither  and  dry  up. 
If  our  spiritual  thirst  goes  unquenched 
our  souls  become  as  restless  as 
desert  sands. 


WEDNESDAY,    SEPTEMBER  25 

Scripture  Reading- -Psalm  23:4 
Fear  Not! 

The  Scotch  preacher,  John  McNeil; 
tells  of  an  experience  with  his  fathtl 
in  boyhood  days.  As  a  lad,  he  hi 
been  to  town  and  was  late  in  startii, 
the  tramp  of  six  or  seven  milr 
through  the  lonely  glen  to  his  hom* 
The  night  was  very  dark  and  thero« 
had  a  bad  name.  "In  the  densest  > 
the  darkness,"  says  McNeill,  "thei 
suddenly  rang  out  a  great,  stron: 
cheery  voice:  'Is  that  you,  Johnny 
It  was  my  father- -the  braves 
strongest  man  I  ever  knew."  Aij 
then  the  minister  adds:  "Many! 
time  since  when  things  have  bet 
getting  very  black  and  gloomy  abo| 
me,  I  have  heard  a  voice  greate 
than  any  earthly  father  cry:  'Fee 
not;  for  I  am  with  thee.'  "--Chris 
tian  Index. 

Prayer  Thought 
In  times  of  great  duress  we  fe< 
God's  presence  probably  because  1 
are  seeking  His  guidance.  If  wewer| 
to  remain  in  close  communicaticl 
with  God,  we  would  feel  His  present 
more  frequently. 

THURSDAY,  SEPTEMBER  26 
Scripture  Reading- -Psalm  28:7 
Out  in  the  Fields  with  God 

The   little  cares  that  freted  r 

I  lost  them  yesterday 
Among  the  fields,  above  the  se 

Among  the  winds  at  play; 
Among  the  lowing  of  the  herds, 

The  rustling  of  the  trees; 
Among  the   singing  of  the  bird 
The  humming  of  the  bees. 

The  foolish  fears  of  what  may  happeL 

I  cast  them  all  away 
Among  the  clover -scented, grass, 

Among  the  new -mown  hay; 
Among  the  rustling  of  the  cor|, 

Where  drowsy  poppies  nod, 
Where  ill  thoughts  die  and  good  i 

born- - 
Out  in  the  fields  with  God. 

--Elizabeth   Barrett  Brownin. 

Prayer  Thought 
Often  we  feel  better  when  we  cor- 
mune  with  nature;  which  is  just  a- 
other  way  of  becoming  closer  I 
God.  Surrounded  by  man -made  iters 
we  tend  to  think  ourselves  ve( 
creative  and  brilliant  until  we  nci 
the  magnitude  of  God's  creatici 

FRIDAY,  SEPTEMBER  27 

Scripture  Reading- -James  1:17 

Asking  and  Receiving 
Sir  Walter  Raleigh  once  made  a  r 
quest  of  the  Queen  and  she  pet 
ulantly  answered,  "Raleigh,  whj 
will  you  leave  off  begging?"  Il 
Walter  replied,  "When  yourMajesl 
(Continued  on  Page  15) 
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Conducted  by  J.  P.  BARROW 
Route  1,  Box  475,  LaGrange,  North  Carolina  28551 


Question:  Please  explain,  "Then 
hall  he  say  also  unto  them  on  the 
sft  hand,  Depart  from  me,  ye  cursed, 
nto  everlasting  fire,  prepared  for  the 
evil  and  his  angels"  (Matthew  25: 
1).  Does  this  not  teach  that  in- 
tead  of  hell's  being  prepared  for  man 
t  was  prepared  for  the  devil  and  his 
ngels? 

Answer:     Yes!     Until  Adam  and 
Hfive  sinned  and  thereby  joined  the 
[evil  and  other  fallen  angels,  man 
ms  not  eligible  for  eternal  resi- 
ence  in  that  awful  place;  but  the 
nstant  he  disobeyed  God  and  sinned, 
e  placed  himself  in  the  same  cate- 
;ory.      God  told  Adam,  "And  the 
-ORD  God  took  the  man,  and  put 
Jim  into  the  garden  of  Eden  to  dress 
X  and  to  keep  it.    And  the  LORD 
Jod  commanded  the  man,  saying, 
)f  every  tree  of  the  garden  thou 
nayest  freely  eat:    But  of  the  tree 
f  the  knowledge  of  good  and  evil, 
hou  shalt  not  eat  of  it:  for  in  the  day 
hat  thou  eatest  thereof  thou  shalt 
urely  die"  (Genesis  2:15-17).  Eve 
jlaced  the  integrity  of  Satan's  au- 
hority  above  God's  Word.  "Now  the 
erpent  was  more  subtil  than  any 
•east  of  the  field  which  the  LORD 
J5od  had  made.     And  he  said  unto 
ihe  woman.     Yea,  hath  God  said, 
e  shall  not  eat  of  every  tree  of  the 
garden?     And  the  woman  said  unto 
he  serpent,  We  may  eat  of  the  fruit 
f  the  trees  of  the  garden:  But  of 
'Ihe  fruit  of  the  tree  which  is  in  the 
nidst  of  the  garden,  God  hath  said, 
,nfe  shall  not  eat  of  it,  neither  shall 
afe  touch  it,  lest  ye  die.    And  the 
erpent  said  unto  the  woman,  Ye  shall 
enjfot  surely  die:    For  God  doth  know 
jeifo&t  in  the  day  ye  eat  thereof,  then 
notour  eyes  shall  be  opened,  and  ye 
[iofhall  be  as  gods,  knowing  good  and 
vil.    And  when  the  woman  saw  that 
he  tree  was  good  for  food,  and  that 
t  was  pleasant  to  the  eyes,  and  a 
ree  to  be  desired  to  make  one  wise, 
irfhe  took  of  the  fruit  thereof,  and  did 
at,  and  gave  also  unto  her  husband 
Mnth  her;  and  he  did  eat.    And  the 
yes  of  them  both  were  opened,  and 
ley  knew  that  they  were  naked;  and 
ley  sewed  fig  leaves  together,  and 


made  themselves  aprons"  (Genesis 
3:1-7). 

Adam  and  Eve  knew  only  good  be- 
fore the  temptation  they  yielded  to;  but 
when  they  partook  of  the  forbidden 
fruit,  it  was  no  longer  that  way.  They 
now  knew  what  it  was  to  disobey 
God  and  have  their  eyes  opened 
to  the  fact  that  stripped  of  God's 
goodness  they  were  evil;  that  is, 
on  the  side  of  the  evil  one.  They 
could  no  longer  walk  with  God  in  the 
"cool  of  the  day"  in  unbroken  fellow- 
ship, but  they  did  know  what  it  was  to 
be  in  Satan's  likeness  in  being 
sinners. 

When  finding  them  naked,  God  had  a 
remedy.  He  killed  innocent  ani- 
mals, shedding  their  blood  for  the 
remission  of  their  sins,  taking  the 
innocent  creatures'  skins  and  making 
them  a  covering.  This  typified  Christ, 
the  Lamb  slain  from  the  foundation  of 
the  world,  whose  blood  cleanses  all 
sin.  "But  we  see  Jesus,  who  was 
made  a  little  lower  than  the  angels 
for  the  suffering  of  death,  crowned 
with  glory  and  honour;  that  he  by  the 
grace  of  God  should  taste  death  for 
every  man  ....  For  in  that  he 
himself  hath  suffered  being  tempted, 
he  is  able  to  succour  them  that  are 
tempted"  (Hebrews  2:9,  18);  "For  we 
which  have  believed  do  enter  into 
rest,  as  he  said,  As  I  have  sworn 
in  my  wrath,  if  they  shall  enter  in- 
to my  rest:  although  the  works  were 
finished  from  the  foundation  of  the 
world"  (Hebrews  4:3);  "Though  he 
were  a  Son,  yet  learned  he  obedience 
by  the  things  which  he  suffered;  And 
being  made  perfect,  he  became  the 
author  of  eternal  salvation  unto  all 
them  that  obey  him"  (Hebrews  5: 
8,  9);  "Wherefore  he  is  able  also  to 
save  them  to  the  uttermost  that  come 
unto  God  by  him,  seeing  he  ever  liveth 
to  make  intercession  for  them"  (He- 
brews 7:25);  "But  Christ  being  come 
an  high  priest  of  good  things  to 
by  a  greater  and  more  perfect  taber- 
nacle, not  made  with  hands,  that  is 
to  say,  not  of  this  building;  Neither 
by  the  blood  of  goats  and  calves, 
but  by  his  own  blood  he  entered  in 
once  into  the  holy  place,  having  ob- 
tained eternal  redemption  for  us.  For 


if  the  blood  of  bulls  and  of  goats,  and 
the  ashes  of  an  heifer  sprinkling  the 
unclean,  sanctifieth  to  the  purifying 
of  the  flesh:  How  much  more  shall 
the  blood  of  Christ,  who  through  the 
eternal  Spirit  offered  himself  without 
spot  to  God,  purge  your  conscience 
from  the  dead  works  to  serve  the 
living  God?  .  .  .  And  almost  all  things 
are  by  the  law  purged  with  blood; 
and  without  shedding  of  blood  is  no 
remission  ....  So  Christ  was  once 
offered  to  bear  the  sins  of  many;  and 
unto  them  that  look  for  him  shall  he 
appear  the  second  time  without  sin 
unto  salvation"  (Hebrews  9:11-14, 
22,  28);  "Forasmuch  as  ye  know  that 
ye  were  not  redeemed  with  corrupt- 
ible things,  as  silver  and  gold,  from 
your  vain  conversation  received  by 
tradition  from  your  fathers;  But  with 
the  precious  blood  of  Christ,  as  of  a 
lamb  without  blemish  and  without 
spot:  Who  verily  was  foreordained 
before  the  foundation  of  the  world, 
but  was  manifest  in  these  last  times 
for  you"  (1  Peter  1:18-20);  "But  if 
we  walk  in  the  light,  as  he  is  in  the 
light,  we  have  fellowship  one  with 
another,  and  the  blood  of  Jesus  Christ 
his  Son  cleanseth  us  from  all  sin" 
(1  John  1:7);  "For  since  by  man 
came  death,  by  man  came  also  the 
resurrection  of  the  dead.  For  as  in 
Adam  all  die,  even  so  in  Christ  shall 
all  be  made  alive"  (1  Corinthians 
15:21,  22). 

Man  made  in  the  image  and  af- 
ter the  likeness  of  God  was  made  for 
eternal  fellowship  with  Him.  When 
Satan  deceived  Eve  and  she  in  turn 
influenced  Adam  to  join  her  in  dis- 
obeying God  in  the  act  of  eating 
the  forbidden  fruit,  the  race  fell,  be- 
came dead  spiritually;  and  since  man 
begets  his  offspring  in  his  own  like- 
ness, all  of  Adam  and  Eve's  descend- 
ants were  born  in  sin,  in  rebellion 
against  God,  and  are  all  doomed  to 
eternal  perdition. 

It  took  what  God  the  Son  did  in 
giving  His  life  a  ransom,  and  what  the 
Father  did  in  offering  Him  as  both 
the  sacrifice  and  the  scape  goat  to 
redeem  man  from  sin.  Jesus  told 
a  Pharisee,  one  that  was  very  reli- 
gious, but  had  not  experienced  the  new 
birth:  "Jesus  answered  and  said 
unto  him,  Verily,  verily,  I  say  unto 
thee,  Except  a  man  be  born  again,  he 
cannot  see  the  kingdom  of  God.  Nico- 
demus  saith  unto  him,  How  can  a  man 
be  born  when  he  is  old?  can  he  en- 
ter the  second  time  into  his  mother's 
womb,  and  be  born?  Jesus  answer- 
ed, Verily,  verily,  I  say  unto  thee, 
Except  a  man  be  born  of  water  and 
of  the  Spirit,  he  cannot  enter  into  the 
kingdom  of  God  ....  And  as  Moses 
lifted  up  the  serpent  in  the  wilder- 
ness, even  so  must  the  Son  of  man 
(Continued  on  Page  15) 
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THE  PIT  OF  DISCOURAGEMENT 
AND  DEPRESSION 


(The  article  below  was  written  by  an 
18-year-old  boy,  Phil  Foreman,  who 
lived  at  Route  2,  Belhaven,  but  is  now 
serving  time  at  Polk  Correction  Center, 
Raleigh,  for  armed  robbery  due  to  drugs. 

Since  Phil  was  first  sentenced  to  prison 
in  Washington,  North  Carolina,  he  has 
given  his  life  to  Jesus  in  full  surrender 
to  God's  will.  He  has  also  led  his 
mother  and  father  to  fully  surrender  their 
lives  to  God. 

Phil  has  written  several  articles  that 
I  feel  will  touch  many  hearts.  He  has 
given  me  permission  to  ask  that  some  of 
them  be  printed  in  "The  Free  WiU  Bap- 
tist." His  only  desire  now  is  to  help 
other  young  people  to  find  Christ  as  their 
Saviour  before  they  fall  victim  to  Satan's 
evil  devices  that  will  ruin  their  lives 
through  deceit  as  it  has  his. -Mrs.  Ed- 
win Roper.) 

TO  a  person  who  has  never  known 
the  Lord,  the  blessings  of  God 
can  never  be  explained  well  enough 
for  him  to  actually  comprehend  just 
how  wonderful  God  is.  There  is  no 
way  to  justly  describe  the  love  of 
God  and  the  feeling  one  has  once 
he  has  experienced  it;  but,  for  two 
or  more  people  who  know  and  love 
Jesus,  this  divine  love  can  be  well 
communicated  because  it  has  been  ex- 
perienced by  those  involved  in  the 
conversation. 

A  person  who  has  never  known  the 
Lord  could  never  know  what  it's  like 
to  become  unreceptive  to  the  love  of 
God-only  a  brother  or  sister  in 
Christ  could  understand  the  pain  in- 
volved. God  never  stops  loving 
anyone.!  ".  .  .1  am  persuaded,  that 
neither  death,  nor  life,  nor  angels, 
nor  principalities,  nor  powers,  nor 
things  present,  nor  things  to  come, 
Nor  height ,  nor  depth,  nor  any  other 
creature,  shall  be  able  to  separate 
us  from  the  love  of  God,  which  is 
in  Christ  Jesus  our  Lord"  (Romans 
8:38,  39). 

So  the  Bible  tells  us  that  we  can 
never  be  separated  from  the  love  of 
God.  Why  then  do  we  at  times  feel 
that  soot  in  our  lives,  that  was  once 
so  full  of  the  love,  that  only  God  can 
supply,  becomes  so  empty?  The  rea- 
son is  not  because  God  has  stopped 
loving  us,  but  simply  because  we  have 
become  unreceptive  to  the  love  of 
God-His  divine  loye.   The  thing  that 


(Satan's  Two-Way  Mirror) 

by  Phil  Foreman 

makes  us  unreceptive  to  His  love  is 
sin. 

At  times  sin  can  be  like  a  two-way 
mirror.  God  continues  loving  and 
watching  over  us  daily,  but  there  has 
been  a  mirror  of  sin  positioned  be- 
tween our  hearts  and  God  by  Satan. 
So  by  looking  at  sin  as  a  two-way 
mirror,  we  see  that  it  is  the  mirror 
that  has  made  us  unreceptive  to  God's 
love.  We  may  pray  at  times  for  God 
to  convict  us  of  sin  and  to  show  us 
exactly  what  is  blocking  our  open 
channel  with  Him,  but  through  that  act 
of  prayer,  Satan's  mirror  has  not  been 
destroyed  but  only  revealed  to  us. 
God  will  show  us  our  sins,  but  then 
we  may  find  ourselves  paying  more 
attention  to  our  sins,  and  trying  to 
discontinue  them  than  we  do  to  God. 
We  may  look  at  the  mirror  of  sin  and 
it  will  glow  right  back  at  us  with  our 
own  reflection  which  we  see  as  being 
only  full  of  sin,  telling  us  that  we 
must  stop  committing  these  sins. 
The  more  we  try  to  stop  committing 
sin  on  our  own,  the  more  discouraged 
we  feel.  That  is  when  Satan's  mirror 
is  serving  its  purpose. 

The  first  man,  Adam,  brought  sin 
and  death  into  the  world,  but  the  Son 
of  God  brought  life  and  deliverance 
from  sin  for  whoever  would  accept 
Him.  All  a  person  has  to  do  to  be 
forgiven  of  sin  is  to  simply  sincerely 
ask  forgiveness.  Sin  can  be  like 
a  two-way  mirror  when  we  don't  ask 
forgiveness,  when  we  ask  forgiveness 
and  feel  that  we  haven't  been  forgiven 
because  of  doubt  and  lack  of  faith, 
or  when  we  try  to  stop  committing 
a  given  sin  without  first  asking  for  the 
divine  guidance  and  the  strength  of 
God. 

The  Bible  says  in  Psalm  37:4  and 
1  Thessalonians  5:16,  18;  "Delight 
thyself  also  in  the  LORD;  and  he 
shall  give  thee  the  desires  of  thine 
heart";  "Rejoice  evermore";  and, 
"In  every  thing  give  thanks:  for  this 
is  the  will  of  God  in  Christ  Jesus 
concerning  you."  Delight  thyself,  re- 
joice evermore,  in  everything  give 
thanks!  How  can  anyone  be  delight- 
ed in  the  Lord  when  he  can  only  feel 
disappointment  and  discouragement 
toward  himself?  How  can  anyone  re- 
joice when  he  sees  his  life  full  of 
sin-the  very  thing  that  depresses  him 
so  deeply?  How  can  anyone  be  thank- 
ful when  he  is  brokenhearted  by  the 


only  thing  he  can  see-his  life  cor 
roded  with  sin?  The  answer  t< 
all  of  these  questions  is,  as  the} 
stand,  he  can't!  There  is  no  way  foi 
anyone  to  be  delighted  in  the  Lord 
rejoice,  or  be  thankful  when  that  per  | 
son  places  sin  and  disappointmen 
in  himself  above  his  love  for  Jesus 
Christ. 

Jesus  overcame  death  and  He  over  ! 
came  the  temptation  to  sin.  Since  w( 
have  accepted  Jesus  into  our  owi 
lives,  He  can  do  the  same  for  us 
but  first,  we  need  to  ask  ourselves 
just  where  does  He  stand  in  our  lives 
Then,  we  must  ask  forgiveness  o: 
God  for  the  sins  we  have  committed 
believing  we  are  forgiven.  Once  w< 
have  made  ourselves  straight  witl 
God,  all  we  need  do  is  to  realize 
that  we  need  the  power  of  Jesus  ii 
our  daily  lives  to  overcome  tempta 
tion,  to  keep  our  eyes  focused  an< 
our  minds  concentrating  on  God 
and  to  ask  the  Lord  to  take  from  us 
those  things  that  make  us  impure  an< 
replace  them  with  His  presence 

Sin  is  in  the  world  because  of  th< 
great  deceiver,  Satan.  Satan  cai 
use  any  means  known  to  man,  an< 
then  some,  to  turn  our  eyes  from  Go< 
to  one  of  his  counterfeits.  It  is  be 
cause  of  these  counterfeits  that  mai 
loses  his  closeness  with  God.  When! 
person  feels  that  he  has  lost  con' 
tact  with  God,  he  will  find  himsel 
in  a  pit  of  discouragement  and  de- 
pression. To  get  out  of  that  pit! 
he  has  to  stop  looking  at  himsel 
and  start  being  "delighted  in  th 
Lord."  i 


CAPE  FEAR  CONFERENCE 
Be  it  known  to  all  that  a  one,  Charh 
N.  Pittman,  was  declared  out  of  fe 
lowship  by  the  Ordaining  Council  i 
the  Cape  Fear  Conference  of  Origj 
nal  Free  Will  Baptists  on  OctotK 
25,  1971,  and  this  action  was  reports 
to  the  Cape  Fear  Conference  while 
session  at  Lee's  Chapel  church  ( 
November  4,  1971  ,  and  was  adopt 
and  became  part  of  the  records 
that  session.  Thus,  since  mat  tin 
Mr.  Charles  N.  Pittman' scredentia 
as  an  ordained  minister  of  Origin 
Free  will  Baptists  nave  been  ni 
and  void. 

Respectfully  submitted 
R.  H.  Jackson,  Secreta 
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C R A,G MONT  ASSEMBLY  NEWS 

Black  Mountain,  North  Carolina 


YOUNG  ^BOFLESS 
BIBLE 

C  ON  PERBNCE 


I  The  week  of  August  5-10  was  the 
eek  of  the  Young  Peoples'  Bible 
onference  at  Cragmont  Assem- 
y.  The  Rev.  J.  B.  Starnes,  di- 
pctor;  Mr.  James  Gurganus,  assis- 
nt  director,  the  Rev.  Jerry  Rowe, 
tangliest -pastor;  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Da v- 
lport,  managers;  and  counselors 
id  camp  workers  did  an  outstanding 
b  throughout  the  week  with  their 
lidance  and  help. 

In  spite  of  the  many  obstacles  that 
ime  up  in  getting  ready  to  go  and  also 
roughout  the  week,  this  was  a  week 
:  deeper  appreciation  as  God  blessed 
id  souls  were  saved  and  brought 
a  life  of  rededication  and  a  closer 
alk  with  Him. 

It  was  in  the  evangelist  services 
at  His  love  was  felt  the  greatest, 


especially  the  Friday  night's  camp- 
fire  service  with  a  bonfire,  a  cross, 
and  a  bench  provided  for  the  use  of 
an  altar.  During  this  service  His 
love  became  more  real  as  each 
one  saw  the  life  that  Christ  lived 
and  His  death  upon  the  Cross.  Al- 
so each  camper  saw  his  life  of  sin 
here  on  this  earth. 

Even  though  some  of  the  activi- 
ties had  to  be  canceled  because  of  the 
rainy  weather,  the  week  served  its 
purpose  as  the  campers  gathered 
together  with  mountaintop  ex- 
periences in  unity  and  spirit  which 
made  the  valleys  seem  a  little  higher. 

God,  in  His  own  special  way  as 
only  He  can  do,  made  it  a  week 
of  experiences  that  will  long  be  re- 
membered. 


CENTRAL  WOMAN'S 
AUXILIARY  CONVENTION  TO 
MEET   AT   BETHANY  CHURCH 

The  Central  Conference  Wom- 
an's Auxiliary  Convention  will  con- 
vene Wednesday  September  25,  at  the 
Bethany  Free  .Will  Baptist  Church, 
Winterville,  North  Carolina,  with  the 
president,  Mrs.  A.  B.  Chandler,  pres- 
iding. The  theme  of  the  convention 
will  be  "Do  All  to  the  Glory  of  God," 
with  Scripture  from  1  Corinthians 
10:31,  "...  whatsoever  ye  do,  do  all 
to  the  glory  of  God." 

The  scheduled  program  is  as 
follows: 

Morning  Session 

9:30- -Registration 
10:00- -Hymn,  "Serve  the  Lord  with 
with  Gladness" 
--Devotions,      Mrs.  Bertha 
Harris 

10:15- -Welcome,  Mrs.  Clinton  Can- 
non 

--Response,      Mrs.  Richard 
Holloman 
10:20- -Greetings,  the  President 

--Business  Period 
10:45- -"Glorifying  God  by  Spreading 
the  Gospel,"  Miss  Leah  Mc- 
Glohon 
--Roll  Call  of  Auxiliaries 
11:00- -"Glorifying  God  Through  the 
Children's     Home,"  Mrs. 
Barrow 
11:10- -Love  Offering 

--Hymn,  "Glory  to  His  Name" 
11:20- -Special     Music,  Mesdames 
Charles  McLawhorn,  BillMc- 
Lawborn,    and    Rex  Wain- 
wright 

11:25- -Introduction  of  Speaker,  Mrs. 

Ruby  Ginn 
11:30- -Convention  Message,  the  Rev. 

Leon  Grubbs 
12:00- -Lunch 


1:15- 


1:20- 


Afternoon  Session 
Hymn,  "Trust  and  Obey" 
Prayer 

"Glorifying  God  Through  the 
Printed  Page,"  Mrs.  Eliza- 
beth Hill 

1:30- -"Glorifying  God  Through  Our 
Youth,"  Mrs.  Jack  Dail 

1:40- -"Glorifying  God  Through 
Christian  Education,"  Dr. 
Hilda  Owens 

Report  of  Cragmont  Assembly 
Memorial  Service,  Mrs.  Judy 
Moore 
2:10- -Business  Period 
--Committee  Reports 
Hymn,  "Blest  Be  the  Tie" 
Adjournment 


1:50 
2:00 


2:25- 


Musicians  for  the  convention  will  be 
as  follows:  organist,  Mrs.  Carl 
Barrow;  pianist,  Mrs.  Rex  Wain- 
wright;  and  music  director,  Miss 
Leah  McGlohon. 


HE  FREE  WILL  BAPTIST 


7 


 cj*^T~#S)  

Of  Denominational  Interest 

Arapahoe  Revival 

In  Progress  and  Homecoming 


Revival  services  are  in  progress 
this  week,  continuing  through  Satur- 
day evening,  September  21,  at  the 
Arapahoe,  North  Carolina,  Free  Will 
Baptist  Church.  The  Rev.  Noah 
Brown  of  Morehead  City  is  the  visit- 
ing evangelist.  Services  are  begin- 
ning each  evening  with  the  prayer 
room  at  7:15,  followed  with  the  re- 
vival services  at  7:30.  Special  sing- 
ing is  being  rendered  each  evening 
featuring  such  groups  as  The  Whit- 
leys ,  The  Singing  Ormonds ,  The  Pres  - 
cott  Family,  and  The  Master's  Four. 
The  public  is  cordially  invited  to 
attend  the  remainder  of  these  ser- 
vices. 

Following  the  revival,  the  Arapahoe 
church  will  observe  its  annual  home- 
coming on  Sunday,  September  22.  The 
day's  program  will  begin  with  Sunday 
school  at  10  a.  m.,  followed  with  the 
morning  worship  at  eleven  o'clock. 
At  the  noon  hour  a  picnic  lunch  will 
be  served  on  the  church  grounds 
(weather  permitting)  or  in  the  fellow- 
ship hall.  An  afternoon  program  of 
singing  will  feature  the  "Four  in 
Christ"  singers.  The  pastor,  the  Rev. 
Bobby  Jones,  and  the  church  member- 
ship invite  you  to  attend  some  or  all 
of  these  special  events. 

New  Sandy  Hill  to 

Host  Western  Conference 

The      Western     Conference  of 


Original  Free  Will  Baptists  will  meet 
with  New  Sandy  Hill  Free  Will  Bap- 
tist Church,  October  17,  convening 
at  9:30  a.m.  The  church  is  located 
just  east  of  Bailey,  on  Highway  581. 
"Letters  to  church  clerks  of  the  con  - 
gerence  have  been  mailed.  Pastors, 
please  see  that  your  church  is 
properly  represented  by  letter  and 
delegation.  Let's  make  this,  the 
eighty-eighth  annual  session,  the  best 
in  history,"  states  the  Rev.  James  V. 
Joyner,  conference  clerk. 

The  conference's  program  will 
appear  in  a  later  issue  of  "The 
Free  Will  Baptist."  Be  on  the  look- 
out for  what  appears  to  be  a  very 
inspiring  program. 

Ormondsville  Church  to 
Observe  Homecoming 

The  Ormondsville  Free  Will  Bap- 
tist Church,  Route  1,  Ayden,  will  ob- 
serve its  annual  homecoming  on  Sun- 
day, September  22.  The  day's  pro- 
gram will  begin  with  Sunday  school  at 
9:45  a.m.,  with  the  superintendent, 
Mr.  James  E.  Johnson,  in  charge. 
Following  Sunday  school  the  morning 
worship  service  will  be  held  with  the 
pastor,  the  Rev.  Clifton  Rice,  bring- 
ing the  homecoming  message.  Dur- 
ing this  service  the  adult  choir  will 
render  special  music  with  Ralph  A. 
Bowen  as  choir  director  and  organist. 
Also  during  the  service  church  mem- 
bers will  be  given  an  opportunity  to 
bring  their  tithes  and  offerings  to  the 
altar  to  be  applied  on  the  church 
budget.  The  morning  service  will 
close  with  a  memorial  service  con- 
ducted by  Mrs.  Clovis  S.  Bowen.  At 
approximately  12:30  p.m.,  a  picnic 
lunch  will  be  served  on  the  church 
grounds. 

The  pastor  and  the  church  member  - 
ship  extend  to  everyone  a  warm  wel- 
come to  worship  with  them  on  this 
occasion  and  enjoy  the  Christian 
worship  and  fellowship. 

The  usual  fourth  Sunday  evening 
service  will  not  be  held. 

First  Union  of  Western 
Conference,  Kenly  Church 

The  First  Union  Meeting  of  the 
Western  Conference  will  be  held  with 
the  Kenly  Free  Will  Baptist  Church, 
Kenly,  Saturday,  September  28. 
There  will  only  be  a  morning  ses- 


sion. Below  is  the  program. 
10:00-Morning  Devotional,  the  Rev 

William  Dale 
10: 15-  Wei  come    Address,  the  Re\ 

James  V.  Joyner,  Host  Pas 

tor 

-Response,   the  Rev.  Grahar 

Faucette 
10:20-Business  Session 
1 1 :00-News  from  Denominational  En 

terprises 
ll:20-Report  of  Committees 
ll:30-Morning  Worship: 

Congregational     Singing  an 

Special  Music 

Offering  for  the  Children' 
Home 

Sermon,  the  Rev.  C.  F.  Bowe 
12:30-Adjournment  and  Lunch 


Sneads  Ferry  Church 
Announces  Revival 


The  Rev.  Rudy  Shepard  of  Co; 
City  will  be  the  guest  speaker  for  r 
vival  services  at  the  Sneads  Fen 
North  Carolina,  Free  Will  Bapti 
Church  the  week  of  September  2| 
28.  Services  will  begin  each  eve 
ing  at  7:45  with  the  pastor,  the  Re 
O.  B.  Taylor,  assisting  Mr.  Shepai 
Mr.  Taylor  and  the  church  membej 
ship  invite  all  who  will  to  attend  a| 
to  be  much  in  prayer  for  the  succej 
of  the  meeting. 


Cragmont  Assembly  Treasurer's 
Report  for  August,  1974 

Mrs.  Fountain  Taylor,  treasur 
for  Cragmont  Assembly,  Inc.,  Bis 
Mountain,  reports  as  follows  for  t 
month  of  August,  1974: 
Balance  August  1,  1974  $8,751 

Receipts 
Churches  $  850.84 

Auxiliaries  20.00 
Gifts  227.00 
YFAs  2.00 
Unions  70.00 
Sunday  Schools  40.00 
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unday  School  271.88 

Conventions 
.  C.  Woman's  391.34 

Auxiliary 

Convention 

Total  Receipts 
Total  for  Which  to 
Account 

Disbursements 
aerating      $  25.00 
Expenses 

tsurance  56.06 

Total  Disbursements 
ilance  September  1, 
1974 


1,873.14 
10,624.61 


vited  to  attend  and  be  a  part  of  these 
services.  Christians,  please  pray 
much  for  the  success  of  the  meeting. 

Union  Grove  Church 

To  Observe  Homecoming 


81.06 


$10,543.55 


tter's  Creek  Church  to 
pst  Fourth  Union 

The  Fourth  Union  Meeting  of  the 

ntral  Conference  will  convene  Sun- 
iy ,  September  29 ,  with  Otter '  s  Creek 
ree  Will  Baptist  Church  near  Mac- 
esfield.  The  union  theme  will  be, 
Why  Pray?"  with  Scripture  taken 
pm  Isaiah  55:6,  "Seek  ye  the  LORD 
[lile  he  may  be  found,  call  ye  upon 
!m  while  he  is  near."  The  program 

as  follows: 

Morning  Session 

:00-Sunday  School 

:00-Hymn,     "Jesus     Is  Always 
There" 

-Devotions,  Mrs.  Edward  Wal- 
ston 

-Welcome,  Mrs.  Darlene  Nor- 
ville 

-Response,  Miss  Alice  Lang- 
lev 

:15-President's  Remarks 
-Recognition  Time 
-Greetings  from  the  Children's 
Home 

-Hymn,   "I  Must  Tell  Jesus" 
:30-Special  Music,  Edgewood  Youth 
Choir 

-Sermon,  the  Rev.  J.  R.  Ay- 
cock 

-Appointment  of  Committees 
-Lunch 

Afternoon  Session 
415-Devotions,  Mr.  Dow  Ellis 

-Special  Music,  Mrs.  Marie 
Taylor  and  R.  B.  Lancaster 
Jr. 

-News  from  Mount  Olive 
-Business  Period 
-Program,  Local  Church 
15-Adjournment 

;ur 

ilarona  Revival 
rbtember  23-27 
Revival  services  are  scheduled 
the  Verona,  North  Carolina,  Free 
^1  Baptist  Church  for  the  week  of 
rtember  23-27.  Services  will  be- 
each  evening  at  7:30  with  the  Rev. 
B.  Starnes  of  Newport  as  the 
iting  evangelist.  Mr.  Starnes 
1  be  assisted  by  the  pastor,  the 
Ed  Fordham.    Everyone  is  in- 


The  Union  Grove  Free  Will  Bap- 
tist Church,  Route  2,  Fremont,  will 
observe  its  annual  homecoming  cel- 
ebration Sunday,  September  22,  with 
a  former  pastor,  the  Rev.  James  A. 
Evans,  delivering  the  homecoming 
message  at  the  eleven  o'clock  wor- 
ship hour.  Immediately  following 
the  worship  service,  a  picnic  lunch 
will  be  spread  on  the  church  grounds. 
The  pastor  of  the  church,  the  Rev. 
Bobby  Futrell  of  Pikeville,  North 
Carolina,  and  the  church  member- 
ship issue  a  warm  invitation  to  all 
former  pastors,  former  members, 
and  friends  to  be  in  attendance  for  the 
celebration. 

An  afternoon  singspiration,  fea- 
turing the  "Dixie  Melody  Boys,"  is 
expected  to  be  inspirational  and  en- 
tertaining. The  "Dixie  Melody  Boys" 
have  established  themselves  as  one 
of  the  most  popular  singing  groups, 
having  recorded  several  albums  and 
having  made  numerous  personal  ap- 
pearances in  several  states. 

Homecoming  Services 
At  Peace  Church 

Homecoming  services  will  be  ob- 
served at  the  Peace  Free  Will  Bap- 
tist Church,  Pinetops,  North  Caro- 
lina, Sunday,  September  22,  with  the 
pastor,  the  Rev.  Danny  Braswell, 
delivering  the  eleven  o'clock  worship 
service  message.  Lunch  will  be 
served  at  the  Pinetops  Community 
Building,  to  be  followed  by  a  program 
of  music  featuring  "The  Pilgrims," 
a  well-known  singing  group  which  has 
performed  at  many  such  functions  and 
has  provided  inspirational  programs 
of  song  and  testimony. 

All  former  pastors,  former 
members,  and  friends  are  issued  a 
cordial  invitation  to  be  in  attendance 
for  this  day's  activities. 

Grant's  Chapel  Revival  Slated 
For  September  23-27 

Revival  services  are  scheduled  for 


Grant's  Chapel  Free  Will  Baptisi 
Church  near  Seven  Springs,  North 
Carolina,  with  the  Rev.  Wayne  King  of 
Nahunta  serving  as  evangelist.  Ser- 
vices begin  nightly  at  7: 30  with  special 
music  by  local  and  visiting  groups. 
The  pastor,  the  Rev.  Emmitt  E. 
Jones,  will  assist  Mr.  King  in  the 
services;  and  a  cordial  invitation  is 
extended  to  the  public  to  be  in  atten- 
dance. 

Smith's  New  Home  to  Observe 
Homecoming  and  Revival 

The  Smith's  New  Home  Free  Will 
Baptist  Church  near  Kinston,  North 
Carolina,  will  observe  its  annual 
homecoming  celebration  on  Sunday, 
September  22,  with  a  former  pas- 
tor, the  Rev.  C.  L.  Patrick  of  Wal- 
stonburg,  North  Carolina,  delivering 
the  homecoming  message  at  the 
eleven  o'clock  worship  hour.  A  pic- 
nic lunch  will  be  served  at  the  noon 
hour  in  the  fellowship  hall  of  the 
church. 

On  Monday  night,  September  23, 
at  7:30,  a  series  of  revival  ser- 
vices will  begin,  with  the  Rev.  Clyde 
Cox  as  guest  evangelist.  The  ser- 
vices will  continue  through  Saturday 
night,  September  28,  with  special 
music  featured  during  each  ser- 
vice. 

The  pastor  of  the  church,  the  Rev. 
Bobby  Harrell,  and  the  church  mem- 
bership extend  a  cordial  invitation 
for  interested  people  to  be  in  at- 
tendance for  all  these  services. 

Homecoming  and  Revival 
At  Tarboro  Church 

The  First  Free  Will  Baptist  Church 
of  Tarboro,  North  Carolina,  will  ob- 
serve its  twenty- first  anniversary 
with  homecoming  on  Sunday,  Septem- 
ber 22.  Plans  for  the  day  include 
Sunday  school  at  9:45,  morning  wor- 
ship at  eleven,  and  a  singspiration  in 
the  afternoon. 

Special  music  will  be  provided  by 
the  Fellowship  Singers  from  Durham, 
North  Carolina;  the  Garris  Family 
from  Hampton,  Virginia;  and  groups 
from  the  local  church. 

On  Monday  evening,  September  23, 
fall  revival  begins  with  the  Rev. 
Walter  Carter,  pastor  of  the  East 
Rockingham,  North  Carolina,  Free 
Will  Baptist  Church  as  the  evange- 
list. 

All  members,  former  members, 
and  friends  are  cordially  invited  to 
attend  all  these  services. 

Riverside  Church  to  Observe 
Homecoming  Celebration 

Sunday,  September  22,  the  River- 
side  Free   Will  Baptist  Church  of 
Route  1,  Princeton,  will  observe  its 
(Continued  on  Page  14) 
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Fruits  of  the  Spirit 
and  Works  of  the  Flesh 


by  MRS.  CD.  Clark 


R    U  I  T)  7   M  E  Z 


The  answers  to  last  week's  puzzle,  "Fruits  of  the  Spirit  and  Worksl 
of  the  Flesh,"  by  Mrs.  C.  D.  Clark,  are  circled  in  the  puzzle  above.! 
Again  the  words  may  read  vertically,  horizontally,  or  diagonally,  andi 
may  be  spelled  forwards  or  backwards.  Hope  you  were  able  to  locate! 
all  of  them. 

Thank  you  for  your  comments  on  the  puzzles.  If  you  have  one  of  your 
own  and  would  like  for  us  to  publish  it,  please  send  it  to  us. 


by  the  Rev.  R.  P.  Harris 


Scriptural  Basis:  "All  scripture 
is  given  by  inspiration  of  God,  and  is 
profitable  for  doctrine,  for  reproof, 
for  correction,  for  instruction  in 
righteosness:  That  the  man  of  God 
may  be  perfect,  throughly  furnished 
unto  all  good  works"  (2  Timothy  3: 
16,  17). 

WHEN  WE  GLEAN  IN  GOD'S  WORD, 
WE  LEARN  HOW  TO  USE  IT 

All  Scripture  is  inspired  of  God. 
If  a  man  changes  God's  Word,  it 
is  no  longer  inspired  Scripture.  The 
Word  of  God  must  be  kept  clean  and 
free  from  any  human  contamination. 
That  is  why  God  warns  men  not  to 
take  away  or  add  to  its  holy  status 
lest  they  be  severely  punished.  (See 
Revelation  22:19.) 

The  Holy  Scriptures  are  designed 
by  God  to  perform  in  a  particular 
way.  If  man  changes  its  direction 
or  its  performance  in  any  way  from 
what  God  intended,  the  one  respon- 
sible for  that  change  must  be  punish- 
ed. Therefore,  we  must  be  in  dead 
earnest  in  searching  the  Scriptures 
lest  we  wrest  them  or  cause  them  to 
become  meaningless  by  our  careless- 
ness. 

Every  seeker  of  the  truth  needs  to 
schedule  himself  to  study  God's  Word 
regularly.  Feeding  on  God's  Word 
everyday  causes  one  to  grow  in  grace 
and  in  knowledge.  Our  bodies  are 
made  to  receive  nourishment  andre- 
vitalization  at  daily  measurements 
for  good  health.  Even  so,  our  spiritual 
being  is  in  need  of  soul  food  which 
God  provides  in  His  Holy  Word.  We 
must  gather  and  use  this  heavenly 
food  ourselves.  We  do  not  eat  food 
to  make  another  person  strong  and 
healthy;  neither  do  we  benefit  from 
spiritual  food  gleaned  by  others.  "To 
each  his  own"  is  a  good  policy  for 
factual  results  in  spiritual  nourish- 
ment. (Read  Acts  17:10,  11.) 

Not  only  must  one  search  God's 
Word  everyday,  but  we  must  also 


meditate  regularly  upon  what  it  teach  - 
es.  (See  Psalm  1:2.)  When  one 
meditates  upon  God's  Word  he  as- 
similates and  digests  it  so  that  his 
spiritual  blood  stream,  as  it  were, 
may  pick  up  the  vitals  of  what  it 
teaches  and  good  results  will  be  forth- 
coming. Good  food  for  the  soul 
is  more  necessary  than  food  for  the 
body,  because  a  person  may  die 
physically  from  starvation,  but  be 
saved  spiritually.    If  one  dies  from 


lack  of  soul  food,  there  is  no  ho) 
because  there  is  no  hope  in  hell  a 
no  one  ever  returns  from  hell. 

The  Christian  then  is  to  sear 
God's  Word  daily,  meditate  upon 
and  be  prepared  to  declare  it  dai! 
There  are  these  three  things  su 
gested  above  which  become  vital 
the  Christian's  sustenance  a 
growth.  Memorize  them:  (l)sean 
(2)  meditate,  (3)  declare  God's  Wo 
(Continued  on  Page  15) 
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ST.  CLAIRE  BIBLE  CLAStf) 
THE  SUNDAY  <<C  '*< 


SCHOOL  LESSO 

FOR  SEPTEMBER  29 

N  THE  MIDST 
OF  CHANGE 

isson  Text:     1  Samuel  12:13-18, 
22-24 

jmory  Verse:      1  Samuel  12:24 
INTRODUCTION 

iur  Old  Testament  survey  ended 
it  Sunday  with  the   Children  of 
ael   in  the  conquered  Promised 
id  and  Joshua's  charge  to  them  to 
k  unity  in  worship  of  the  one  and 
true  God.    Between  last  Sun- 
's lesson  and  today' s  practically 
entire  period  of  the  judges  has 
ssed,  with  Samuel  being  the  last 
About  330  years  have  passed 
Itween  the  lessons. 

the  closing  years  of  Samuel's 
jeship,  the  people,  seeing  other 
Itions  around  them  with  their  pomp 
circumstance,  their  kings,  and 
apparent  glory  of  it  all,  gradually 
le  to  desire  kings  of  their  own. 
iy  said  to  Samuel ,  "...  thou  art 
and  thy  sons  walk  not  in  thy 
/s:    now  make  us  a  king  to  judge 
like  all  the  nations"  (1  Samuel 
m     Samuel  was  displeased,  but 
comforted  him  by  saying  that  the 
bple  had  not  rejected  him  but  had 
jjected  God  as  their  King  (8:7), 
|l  He  told  Samuel  to  provide  a  king 
them  (8:22).    Thus  it  was  that 
luel  later  anointed  Saul  to  be  their 
st  king. 

}od  was  pleased  wth  this  arrange - 
it,  for  in  the  people's  minds  He 
reduced  from  God  and  King  to  just 
But  this  was  a  time  of  change 
God  allowed  it  to  happen,  not  that 
thought  it  best,  but  in  order  to 
te  the  best  of  the  change  that  came 
the  thinking  of  the  people.  He 
|w  they  would  regret  their  choice 
He  permitted  them  to  learn  this 
hard  way.    Just  as  this  was  the 
le  with  Israel,  so  it  is  often  the 
He  with  us  when  we  desire  changes 
often  run  counter  to  God's  will, 
le  Advance  Quarterly  (F.  W.  B.). 

HINTS  THAT  HELP 

Why  did  Israel  want  a  king? 
pee  reasons  (1)  They  saw  that  the 
ions  around  them  had  kings;  (2) 
saw  that  the  loose  confederation 


of  tribes  was  not  adequate  to  face  the 
enemies  that  they  had  to  face;  (3) 
Samuel  was  an  old  man  and  his  sons 
were  not  dependable  as  leaders. 

B.  The  reasons  that  the  Israelites 
wanted  a  king  seemed  reasonable  un- 
til you  note  that  they  did  not  take 
God's  will  and  power  into  account. 
They  did  not  consider  what  God  want- 
ed them  to  do  and  they  did  not  con- 
sider that  if  they  were  in  the  will 
of  God  He  would  help  them  to  over- 
come any  enemy. 

C.  God  gave  Israel  a  sign  through 
Samuel  that  He  was  displeased  with 
what  they  had  done.  Does  God  give 
us  any  signs  today  to  show  that  He  is 
displeased  with  us?  If  so,  what  are 
some  of  these  signs? 

D.  God's  people  are  not  to  adjust 
to  change  in  the  sense  that  we  go 
along  with  all  change  whether  it  is 
right  or  wrong,  but  we  must  learn  to 
live  with  those  things  that  happen. 
We  need  to  learn  to  live  with  them 
and  be  faithful  to  God  at  the  same 
time. 

E.  The  greatest  appeal  for  coming 
to  Christ  is  His  mercy  and  goodness. 
This  is  the  appeal  that  Samuel  made 
to  the  people,  and  it  is  the  appeal 
that  Paul  made  for  full  consecration. 

-The  Bible  Teacher  (F.  W.  B  ). 

IH.    ADDITIONAL  TRUTHS 

A.  The  Hebrews  were  dissatisfied 
with  existing  conditions  as  Samuel 
grew  older,  and  they  thought  they 
had  a  remedy,  "Give  us  a  king," 
they  said.  They  wanted  to  change 
the  system,  to  have  a  new  form  of 
government.  They  wanted  to  set  up 
a  king  and  shift  all  their  responsibil- 
ity to  him. 

God  told  them  that  wouldn't  work. 
A  king  would  become  a  tyrant.  He 
would  tax  them  too  much  and  help 
them  too  little.  For  that  very  rea- 
son, kings  have  gone  out  of  style 
in  recent  centuries.  In  some  coun- 
tries that  still  have  them,  their 
powers  are  stictly  limited.  People 
prefer  to  put  authority  in  the  hands 
of  elected  officials  who  can  be  re- 
placed if  they  misuse  it.  But  we  have 
found  that  this  system  too  is  imper- 
fect. Taxes  still  go  up,  and  justice 
does  not  always  prevail.  Agitators 
are  saying  we  must  change  the 
system-either  the  system  of  govern- 


ment or  the  system  of  capitalism,  or 
both. 

That  is  not  the  answer.  It  is  not 
the  system  that  needs  to  be  changed, 
it  is  the  people.  Any  system  will 
work  if  the  people  are  what  they 
ought  to  be. 

The  Hebrews  didn't  need  a  king. 
They  needed  to  do  right .  If  they  had 
obeyed  God's  law  of  their  own  free 
will,  all  would  have  been  well.  This 
was  proved  over  and  over  in  their 
history.  We  don't  need  a  new  system. 
We  need  new  people  in  government, 
in  industry,  in  the  home  and  schools. 
We  need  people  who  will  do  right. 

In  this  changing  world  the  need 
is  a  change  in  people.  People  need 
to  be  transformed  by  the  renewing 
of  their  minds  to  demonstrate  what 
is  the  good  and  acceptable  and  per- 
fect will  of  God.  People  need  to 
have  in  them  the  mind  that  was  in 
Jesus  when  He  left  heaven  to  come 
to  earth  and  die  for  others.  People 
need  to  get  acquainted  with  Jesus 
and  fall  in  love  with  His  marvelous 
goodness.  People  need  to  be  born 
again,  to  become  children  of  God, 
shaped  in  His  image.  There  is  a 
power  that  can  make  the  right 
changes  in  this  changing  world,  and 
that  power  is  the  everlasting  gospel, 
God's  power  unto  salvation. 
-Standard  Lesson  Commentary. 

B.  The  history  of  the  American 
church  in  its  early  years  never 
produced  a  more  passionate  soul  than 
David  Brainerd,  a  brave  young  mis- 
sionary who  led  whole  Indian  tribes 
to  accept  the  gospel.  Yet  his  journal 
shows  that  his  power  in  public 
declaration  was  matched  by  his  zeal 
in  prayer.  Note  this  item  from  his 
diary: 

"My  soul  was  never  so  drawn  out 
in  intercession  for  others  as  it  has 

been  this  night  I  wrestled  for 

the  ingathering  of  souls,  for  multi- 
tudes of  poor  souls,  personally,  in 
many  different  places.  I  was  in  such 
an  agony,  from  sun  half -an -hour  high 
till  near  dark,  that  I  was  wet  all  over 
with  sweat;  but  O,  my  dear  Lord, 
did  sweat  blood  for  such  poor  souls, 
I  longed  for  more  compassion." 

The  business  of  winning  men  and 
women  to  the  Master  is  costly.  It  is 
not  a  task  for  the  lazy  Christian.  Has 
there  been  any  pain  in  your  prayers 
for  others  lately?  Do  you  really 
care  about  others  and  long  for  them  to 
be  saved?  Have  you  really  tasted 
the  fellowship  of  your  Lord's  suffer- 
ing in  supplication?  Let  us  approp- 
riate for  our  own  the  following  from 
a  servant  of  God:  "Moreover  as  for 
me,  God  forbid  that  I  should  sin 
against,  the  LORD  in  ceasing  to  pray 
for  you  (1  Samuel  12: 23). -David  Mc- 
Carthy. 
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MOYE  LIBRARY 
MT.  OLIVE  COLLEGE 

Gifts  to  Moye  Library  during  the 
month  of  August,  1974,  totaled  $242. 
50,  and  were  as  follows: 

In  Memory  Of 

Mrs.  Lizzie  Barnette  by  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Crawford  Jr.,  Pikeville;  and  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Carl  Bottoms,  Fredericks- 
burg, Virginia. 

Mrs.  Annie  Bass  by  Ladies  Auxi- 
liary, Calvary  Free  Will  Baptist 
Church,  Wilson. 

Mr.  Nezer  B.  Boyd  by  Fidelis 
Class,  Reedy  Branch  Free  Will  Bap- 
tist Church,  Winterville. 

Mr.  Norwood  E.  Bryan  by  Dr. 
and  Mrs.  W.  Burkette  Raper,  Mount 
Olive. 

Mr.  James  W.  Col  well  by  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Calude  Moore,  Turkey; 
and  Mrs.  Martha  Fainson,  Faison. 

Mrs.  Hortense  E.  Creech  by  Powell 
Bible  Class,  First  Free  Will  Bap- 
tist Church,  Smithfield. 

Miss  Karen  Michelle  Davis  by  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Alex  Barwick,  Deep  Run. 

Mr.  Lester  Hart  Garris  by  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Gerald  Briley,  Ayden;  and 
Dr.  and  Mrs.  W.  Burkette  Raper, 
Mount  Olive. 

Mr.  John  Goodrich  by  Adult  Sun- 
day School  Class,  Calypso  Presby- 
terian Church,  Calypso. 

Mr.  Charlie  Lee  Harris  by  Daw- 
son's Grove  Free  Will  Baptist 
Church,  Enfield. 

Mrs.  Josephine  E.  Johnson  by  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Ray  Warwick,  Newton 
Grove. 

Mr.  Raymond  J.  McDuffie  by  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Alex  Barwick,  Deep  Run. 

The  Rev.  E.  A.  Killette  by  Dr.  and 
Mrs.  W.  Burkette  Raper,  Mount  Olive. 

Mr.  Alford  Radford  by  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Donald  Case,  Tarboro. 

Mr.  Willie  Sawyer  by  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
William  Upton  and  Sabrine,  Choco- 
winity. 

Mrs.  Effie  Dail  Simmons  by  Little 
Rock  Free  Will  Baptist  Church,  Lu- 
cama. 

Mr.  Leonard  Sorie  by  Dawson's 
Grove  Free  Will  Baptist  Church,  En- 
field. 


Mrs.  Lillie  O.  Stroud  by  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Alex  Barwick,  Deep  Run. 

Mrs.  Mable  R.  Stroud  by  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Alex  Barwick,  Deep  Run. 

Mr.  Alton  H.  Sugg  by  Woman's 
Auxiliary,  First  Free  Will  Baptist 
Church  and  Mr.  and  Mrs.  W.  B. 
Warren,  Kinston. 

Mr.  Gilbert  Vann  by  Dr.  and  Mrs. 
W.    Burkette   Raper,    Mount  Olive. 

Mrs.  Lloyd  Vernon  by  Woman's 
Auxiliary,  Bethel  Free  Will  Baptist 
Church,  Four  Oaks. 

Mr.  R.  Duffy  Weeks  by  Mr.  Junnie 
Warren  and  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Ray  W. 
Warwick,  Newton  Grove. 

Mr.  Floyd  White  by  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Albert  H.  Proctor,  Walsonburg. 

Miss  Ethel  Willoughby  by  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  C.  M.  Early  and  the  Adult 
League  Class,  Hickory  Chapel  Free 
Will  Baptist  Church,  Ahoskie;  and 
Dr.  and  Mrs.  W.  Burkette  Raper, 
Mount  Olive. 


Gifts 

North  Carolina  Free  Will  Baptist 
Woman's  Auxiliary  Convention, 
Wilson. 

Mrs.    J.   T.    Wilson,  New  Bern. 

Celia  Hart  Free  Will  Baptist  Wom- 
an's Auxiliary,  Ayden  Free  Will  Bap- 
tist Church,  Ayden. 


Mt.  Olive  College  Students 
Challenged 

"Your  very  future  will  be  deter- 
mined in  the  next  five  or  six  days, 
within  two  weeks  at  the  latest,"  stu- 
dents at  Mount  Olive  College  were 
told  Sunday,  September  8,  1974. 

The  speaker  at  the  fall  convoca- 
tion in  Rodgers  Chapel,  to  mark  offi- 
cial beginning  of  the  23rd  academic 
year,  was  Dr.  Lyndon  K.  Jordan,  a 
Smithfield  physician. 

"Any  professor  can  tell  within 
a  short  time  what  you  are  going  to 
do.    Give  your  best  now  and  you  will 


do  better  next  week,"  the  Moi 
Olive  native  told  the  students. 

Dr.  Jordan  asked  and  answer, 
for  the  students,  questions  on  wl 
they  are  doing  at  Mount  Olive  Collej 
why  and  how  they  chose  it,  and  wl 
they  will  do  when  they  leave. 

He  called  Mount  Olive  "the  fine' 
two-year  college  I  know"  and  r 
ferred  to  its  phenomenal  growth dui 
ing  the  past  two  decades  which  h 
its  meager  beginning  in  a  buildi 
downtown  which  was  his  elementa 
school . 

"This  college  is  not  a  two-ye 
way  to  instant  success  and  neith 
is  any  other  college,"  Dr.  Jord 
said.  "Colleges  don't  educate  pe 
pie,  they  give  you  the  tools  to  do 
yourself." 

Comparing  an  education  to  1 
molding  of  a  stone  into  a  precic 
gem  by  a  jeweler,  he  said,  "Coi 
ing  here  identifies  you  as  a  diamc 
in  the  rough  and  there  are  some  « 
cellent  craftsmen  here  to  help  mi; 
you  into  a  percious  stone." 

"It's  the  quality  of  a  student  t 
counts  and  its  up  to  you  to  ma 
this  school  great,"  he  added, 
told  the  students  that  they  must  w<j 
now  and  after  they  leave  to  help 
college  grow. 

"If  you  give  this  college  a  secor 
rate  effort  it  will  haunt  you  the  rt 
of  your  life.  Respect  yourself  £ 
others  will  respect  you  and  you  wo 
give  a  second-rate  effort,"  Jorc 
said. 

In  conclusion,  he  told  the  studer 
"What  you  get  out  of  college  depei' 
on  what  you  put  into  it.    You  dc 
get  something  for  nothing,  and 
higher  the  cost,   the  greater 
value." 

Dr.  Jordan  was  introduced  by 
W.  Burkette  Raper,  college  presidj 
He  recognized  as  a  special  gu< 
Mrs.  Sarah  Rodgers,  widow  of  j 
R.  Rodgers  for  whom  the  new  ch* 
was  named. 


"NEVER  TOO  SOON" 
You  cannot  do  a  kindness  too  s 
because  you  never  know  how  so 
will  be  too  late. -Emerson. 


WELL  SPENT! 
"A  Sabbath  Day  well  spent 
Brings  a  week  of  content, 
And  strength  for  the  toil  of 

morrow, 
But  a  Sabbath  profaned, 
Whatever  may  be  gained, 
Is  a  sure  forerunner  of  sorn 
-Selected. 
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THE  CAT'S  EYE 


by  Joyce  Nelms 


T  was  an  hour  after  dawn  in 
Guatemala,  and  a  long  shaft  of 
inlight  was  pouring  into  the  thatch - 
l-roof  house  at  the  edge  of  the  vil- 
ige.     Suddenly,  Manuel  awoke  and 
imped  to  his  feet. 

There   is  much  to  do  today,  he 
Bought,     rolling     up    his  sleep- 
ing mat.     I  must  gather  wood  for 
joking  and  carry  vessels  of  water 
i|  the  little  garden  behind  the  house 
if  the  corn  and  peppers  will  grow. 
Swiftly,  he  brushed  straw  shav- 
I  from  his  yellow  shirt  and  green 
users,  and  tightened  the  red  sash 
rfound  his  waist.    His  stomach  was 
!owling  with  hunger,  so  he  hurried 
,o  the  main  room  of  the  house.  It 
I  empty.    Papa  was  gone  to  work 
the  Americanos  at  the  banana 
tation,  and  his  younger  sister, 
sa,    was    helping   Mamma  wash 
thes   on  the  rocks  down  at  the 
Re. 

,  But  there  were  big,  round  cakes 
corn  and  some  peeled  bananas 
iting  for  him  on  the  table,  and 
sat  down  to  eat  them  eagerly, 
sid'fust    when    Manuel  remembered 
Pnething,  and  it  made  his  heart  beat 
%er.     The  marble  game!  Today 
and  Pedro  were  playing  the  big 
ne  of  marbles. 

vlanuel  hurried  out  to  gather  twigs, 
as  he  did  so,  he  kept  thinking 
Hit  the  months  of  working  andsav- 
He  had  gathered  wood  to  sell, 
once  a  week  he  had  helped 
lora  Gomez  carry  her  pottery  in- 
marketplace  at  Guatemala  City, 
by  one,  he  had  saved  the  coins 
il  he  had  enough  to  buy  a  bag  of 
rbles  of  his  very  own.  They  were 
y  small  glass  balls  of  red  and 
en  and  blue,  but  Manuel  was  very 
,1  ud  of  them, 
esterday  he  had  hurried  home 
found   Pedro   and   a  group  of 
?r  boys  kneeling  around  a  ring 
3rri  wn  in  the  dust . 

ted,  Pedro!"  Manuel  called.  "I've 


got  my  very  own  marbles.  See!" 

Pedro  looked  at  the  marbles  and 
laughed.  "They  look  like  the  peas 
from  my  papa's  garden." 

Manuel  looked  at  Pedro's  mar- 
bles. They  were  twice  as  big  as 
his.  Some  of  them  were  striped, 
and  some  looked  like  they  were 
filled  with  fleecy  clouds.  But  the 
most  beautiful  one  was  a  cat's- eye, 
It  was  a  yellow -green  color,  and 
when  the  light  struck  it,  it  did  look 
like  the  eye  of  the  jungle  cat!  Ma- 
nuel couldn't  help  wishing  he  owned 
such  a  fine  marble. 

"Maybe  my  marbles  are  small," 
he  admitted.  "But  I've  been  prac- 
ticing with  small,  round  pebbles, 
and  I  can  play  marbles  just  as  well 
as  you  can- -maybe  even  better!" 

The  other  boys  in  the  group  put 
their  hands  over  their  mouths  to 
hide  their  grins. 

"All  right,  little  one,"  Pedro 
said,  "if  you  are  such  a  good  mar- 
ble shooter,  prove  it.  I  challenge 
you  to  a  game." 

Manuel  swallowed  hard.  Pedro 
was  the  best  marble  shooter  in  the 
village.  Maybe  he  had  said  too 
much.   "For  keeps?"  Manuelasked. 

Pedro  nodded. 

Manuel  realized  that  a  game  with 
Pedro  could  make  him  lose  the  mar- 
bles he  had  worked  so  hard  for; 
but  then,  maybe  he  would  win  the 
beautiful  cat's- eye. 

"Well,"  Pedro  broke  into  his 
thoughts.  "What's  the  answer?  Are 
you  afraid  of  losing  those  little  glass 
peas?" 

The  boys  all  laughed  again.  "I'm 
not  afraid,"  Manuel  told  Pedro.  'I'll 
be  here  tomorrow  when  the  sun  is 
directly  over  your  house." 

Manuel  looked  up  now  and  saw 
the  sun  getting  higher.  He  must 
hurry  with  his  chores,  or  he  would 
be  late  for  the  game. 

Quickly,  he  went  to  the  well  and 
filled  the  big  pottery  vessel  with 


water.  Then  he  hurried  to  the  gar- 
den. As  Manuel  watched  the  thirsty 
ground  quickly  soak  up  the  water,  he 
thought  about  how  happy  he  had  been 
the  day  his  friend,  the  missionary,  had 
given  him  the  packets  of  seed  to 
plant- -almost  as  happy  as  he  had  been 
that  wonderful  day  when  he  had  let 
Jesus  come  to  live  in  his  heart.  Not 
long  ago,  Manuel  and  his  family 
had  worshiped  stone  idols  as  some 
of  the  villagers  still  did.  Then  one 
day,  an  Americano  had  come  to  the 
village  and  asked  everyone  to 
come  to  his  church  at  the  foot  of 
the  mountain.  Manuel  did,  and  now 
he  and  Papa  and  Mama  and  Rosa 
all  loved  Jesus. 

"Plant  the  seeds  and  something 
wonderful  will  grow,"  the  mission- 
ary had  told  him.  "Just  as  some- 
thing wonderful  will  happen  if  you 
will  plant  seeds  of  love  and  good- 
ness of  your  heart." 

Suddenly,  Manuel  straightened  up 
and  dropped  the  vessel.  Oh,  no! 
He  had  forgotten  about  his  promise. 
Last  Sunday  the  missionary  had  asked 
him  to  bring  someone  to  church, 
and  he  had  promised.  Now  it  was 
almost  Sunday  again,  and  he  hadn't 
asked  a  single  person.  Manuel's 
face  flushed.  What  could  he  do?  The 
boys  laughed  at  him  because  he  went 
to  church ,  and  somehow  he  found  it 
hard  to  talk  to  them  about  it.  Manuel 
made  up  his  mind.  He  would  ask  an- 
other time- -maybe.  There  was  so 
much  to  do- -gathering  wood  and 
watering  the  garden.  The  missionary 
would  understand.  Besides,  this 
afternoon  he  had  an  important  mar- 
ble game  with  Pedro. 

Soon  Manuel  's  chores  were  done. 
He  put  the  bag  of  marbles  into  his 
pocket  and  headed  for  Pedro'shouse. 
Pedro  and  three  other  boys  were 
waiting  for  him. 

"Well,  well,  you  are  right  on 
time,"  Pedro  teased.  "I  guess  you 
can  hardly  wait  to  lose  all  of  those 
marbles." 

Manuel  tried  to  pretend  Pedro's 
words  didn't  bother  him  as  he  pick- 
ed a  red  marble  for  his  shooter. 

Pedro  knocked  out  three  of  Ma- 
nuel's marbles  with  his  first  shot. 
Manuel  tried  his  best,  but  after 
several  turns,  he  had  taken  only 
two  of  Pedro's  small  agates,  while 
Pedro  had  captured  all  but  three  of 
Manuel's  marbles. 

"Give  up?"  Pedro  asked. 

Manuel  would  gladly  have  given 
the  game  to  Pedro  except  for  one 
thing- -the  cat's -eye  marble  was  still 
in  the  ring.  If  he  captured  it, 
losing  his  own  marbles  wouldn't  seem 
quite  so  bad.  Surely  there  must 
be  a  way.  An  idea  took  shape 
in  his  mind. 


(Continued  on  Page  15) 
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CHILDREN'S  HOME 
PROJECTS 

Many  churches,  auxiliaries,  and 
individuals  have  written  and  called 
concerning  projects  for  the  Child- 
ren's Home. 

We  appreciate  so  much  the  wonder- 
ful response  from  our  Free  Will 
Baptist  people  in  meeting  the  needs 
here  at  the  Home. 

We  hope  that  your  church,  ladies 
auxiliary,  youth  group,  or  Sunday 
school  class  will  accept  one  of  the 
projects.  We  can  purchase  these 
items  at  discount  prices  if  you  de- 
sire to  send  up  the  money. 

Below  is  a  list  of  projects  that 
are  urgently  needed. 

May  God  bless  you  as  you  share  in 
His  ministry  here  at  the  Free  Will 
Baptist  Children's  Home. 

For  the  State  Cottage  we  need  12 
bedspreads  and  curtains  ensembles, 
12  clothes  hampers,  15  waste  baskets, 
12  bedside  lamps,  bath  mat  ensem- 
bles, throw  rugs,  6  double  dressers, 
1  living  room  suite,  and  dining  room 
(commercial)  tables. 

Our  minens  are  getting  very  low 
and  are  needed  for  the  entire  campus. 
We  need  blankets,  quits,  twin  bed 
sheets,  pillow  cases,  towels,  wash 
cloths,  dish  cloths,  and  difjh  towels. 

May  we  suggest  that  your  church  or 
a  group  within  your  church  have  a 
linen  shower  for  the  Children's  Home! 

In  His  service, 
Mrs.  Gladys  Weeks 
Assistant  Superintendent 


HINDRANCES   IN   THE  PULPIT 

Wesley  once  said,  "There  are 
some  men  who  preach  so  well  when 
in  the  pulpit,  that  it  is  a  shame 
they  should  ever  come  out  of  it; 
and  when  they  are  out  of  it,  they 
live  so  illy  that  it  is  a  shame  they 
should  ever  enter  it.  "-Selected. 

NEWS  NOTES 

(Continued  from  Page  9) 

annual  homecoming.  Services  will 
begin  at  10  a.m.,  follwed  with  the 
worship  service  at  eleven  o'clock. 
Special  music  will  be  rendered  by  the 
church  choir.  The  homecoming  mes- 
sage will  be  delivered  by  a  former 
member  of  the  church,  the  Rev.  Roy- 
ster  Martin.  Lunch  will  be  served 
at  the  noon  hour  in  the  fellowship 
hall. 

In  the  afternoon,  there  will  be 
a  singspiration  which  is  expected  to  be 
spiritually  uplifting  and  entertaining. 
The  pastor,  the  Rev.  Joe  Johnson, 
and  the  church  membership  extend  a 
warm  welcome  to  all  former  pastors, 
members,  and  friends  to  worship  with 
them  on  this  special  occasion. 


Coming  Events  . . . 

September  19-Eastern  District  Wom- 
an's Auxiliary  Convention,  Spring 
Hope  Free  Will  Baptist  Church  near 
Vanceboro,  North  Carolina 

September  21,  10  A.  M.-Free  Will 
Baptist  Visitation  Day,  Mount  Olive 
College,  Mount  Olive,  North  Caro- 
lina 

September  25-Central  Conference 
Woman's  Auxiliary  Convention, 
Bethany  Free  Will  Baptist  Church 
near  Winterville,  North  Carolina 

October  2-Western  Conference  Worn  - 
an's  Auxiliary  Convention,  Plea- 
sant Hill  Free  Will  Baptist  Church 
near  Pikeville,  North  Carolina 

October  5-Pee  Dee  Association  Wom- 
an's Auxiliary  Convention,  Beaver 
Dam  Free  Will  Baptist  Church, 
Chadbourn,  North  Carolina 

October  9-Cape  Fear  Conference 
Woman's  Auxiliary  Convention, 
First  Free  Will  Baptist  Church, 
Smithfield,  North  Carolina 

October  9-Albemarle  Conference  of 
Original  Free  Will  Baptists,  Gum 
Neck  Church,  Columbia,  North 
Carolina 


October  12-Piedmont  Conference 
Woman's  Auxiliary  Convention, 
First  Free  Will  Baptist  Church, 
Durham,  North  Carolina 

October  17-Albermarle  Conference 
Woman's  Auxiliary  Convention, 
Sound  Side  Free  Will  Baptist 
Church,  Columbia,  North  Carolina 

October  17-Western  Conference  of 
Original  Free  Will  Baptists, 
New  Sandy  Hill  Church,  Bailey, 
North  Carolina 

October  19-Pee  Dee  Association  of 
Original  Free  Will  Baptists,  White 
Oak  Church,  Bladen  County,  North 
Carolina 


October  23,  24-Eastern  Conference 
of  Original  Free  Will  Baptists, 
Oriental  Church,  Oriental,  North 
Carolina 

October  31 -November  1-Cape  Fear 
Conference  of  Original  Free  Will 
Baptists,  Bethel  Church,  Route  2, 
Four  Oaks,  North  Carolina 


A  SPIRITUAL  AWAKENING 

by  Mrs.  Norvell  Dawson 

In  these  days  of  apostacy,  in  th 
midst  of  the  Mid- East  crisis  and  a 
a  time  when  our  national  leaders 
sins  are  being  publically  exposed,  on 
marvels  as  he  sees  Scripture  ful 
filled  before  his  very  eyes 
Especially  at  such  a  time  it  is  wonder 
ful  to  sit  still  and  watch  the  Lord  s 
work.  Christians  at  Shady  Grov 
church,  Route  5,  Dunn,  are  awar 
that  the  Lord  is  working  among  them 

Last  year,  about  this  time,  agrou 
of  concerned  people  covenanted  t 
pray  that  the  Lord  would  send  ther 
the  pastor  He  had  chosen  for  them 
Unknown  to  the  group,  a  pastor  wa 
praying  that  the  Lord  would  revec 
to  him  the  area  where  He  wante 
him  to  serve.  Just  as  the  Lor 
brought  Cornelius  and  Peter  togethei 
so  He  answered  both  these  prayers' 
The  Rev.  Cedric  D.  Pierce  Jr.  bega 
his  ministry  as  pastor  of  Shady  Grovj 
church  on  December  1,  1973. 

Mr.  Pierce  is  no  stranger  to  thi 
church,  having  served  as  pastor  froii 
1966-1968;  yet  the  members  wen' 
soon  keenly  aware  of  definite  changes 
in  him.  It  was  not  just  the  tm 
that  he  had  furthered  his  educatipl 
in  order  to  serve  the  Lord  more  e| 
fectively,  having  obtained  a  BA  dd 
gree  from  Wake  Forest  in  1962  ai 
did  postgraduate  work  at  Southeaster' 
for  one  year;  then  on  May  26  jl 
this  year  he  received  his  MA  degra 
from  East  Carolina  University.  THi 
real  change,  however,  was  in  hi 
maturity,  both  physical  and  spiritual 
His  sermons  are  deep  and  meaningful 
This  is  due  to  the  fact  that  he  preacM 
the  Word  without  compromise.  Tf 
Lord  uses  him  as  an  effective  will 
ness  to  the  lost  and  he  has  a  powej 
ful  ministry  with  the  sick  and  shi 
ins. 

I 

Slowly,    like   the  leaven  worki 
in  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ's  parable 
spiritual  awakening  began  at  Sha 
Grove  and  it  is  spreading.  Chui, 
members  are  becoming  Christia^ 
We  thank  the  Lord  for  His  faithf 
ness  and  are  increasingly  aware  j 
His  power  and  His  mercy.  We  pi 
that   we  might  honor  Him  throij 
these   blessings  and  that  the  H 
Spirit  will  so  fill  us  that  all  with  wh 
we  have  contact  will  hunger  and  thi 
to  know  Him.    By  revival  time, 
October,  may  this  awakening  be 
general  that  everyone  will  take  n 
that  we  have  been  with  Jesus. 

May  this  same  kind  of  spirit)1 
awakening    come   to  your  churl 
"This  is  the  LORD'S  doing;  it 
marvellous   in   our   eyes"  (Ps»j 
118:23). 


14 


THE  FREE  WILL  BAPT 


Questions  &  Answers 

(Continued  from  Page  5) 
|e  lifted  up:     That  whosoever  be- 
.eveth  in  him  should  not  perish,  but 
ave  eternal  life.    For  God  so  loved 
we  world,  that  he  gave  his  only  be- 
ptten  Son,  that  whosoever  believeth 
n  him  should  not  perish,  but  have 
verlasting  life.    For  God  sent  not 
us  Son  into  the  world  to  condemn  the 
prld;  but  that  the  world  through  him 
tight  be  saved"  (John  3:3-5,  14-17). 
He  also  told  another  religious  per - 
>n,  "Ye  are  of  your  father  the  devil, 
id  the  lusts  of  your  father  ye  will 
p.  He  was  a  murderer  from  the 
eginning,  and  abode  not  in  the  truth, 
scause  there  is  no  truth  in  him. 
Tien  he  speaketh  a  lie,  he  speaketh 
[  his  own:   for  he  is  a  lair,  and  the 
Ither  of  it.  .  .  .He  that  is  of  God 
jareth  God's  words:  ye  therefore 
fear  them  not,  because  ye  are  not  of 
bd"  (John  8:44,  47):   "But  thefear- 
'1,  and  unbelieving,  and  the  abomin- 
>le,    and  murderers,  and  whore - 
ongers,  and  sorcerers,  and  idola- 
|rs,  and  all  liars,  shall  have  their 
urt  in  the  lake  which  burneth  with 
re  and  brimstone;  which  is  the  sec - 
id  death"  (Revelation  21:8). 
iTo  the  natural  man  keeping  a  moral 
>de  the  best  he  can  might  seem  suf  - 
eient,  but  Jesus  made  it  plain  to 
icodemus  that  one  must  be  born 
Dm  above  even  to  see  the  kingdom  of 
od.    The  Holy  Spirit  caused  Paul  to 
*ite  under  inspiration,  "For  all  have 
ined,  and  come  short  of  the  glory 
I  God"  (Romans  3:23);  "Come  now, 
d  let  us  reason  together,  saith  the 
)RD:  though  your  sins  be  as  scar- 
;,  they  shall  be  as  white  as  snow; 
nigh  they  be  red  like  crimson,  they 
all  be  as  wool"  (Isaiah  1:18).  To 
ite  under  this  influence,  "All  we 
te  sheep  have   gone   astray;  we 
h/e  turned  every  one  to  his  own  way; 
Id  the  LORD  hath  laid  on  him  the 
quity  of  us   all"   (Isaiah  53:6). 


oys'  and  Girls'  Stories 

(Continued  from  Page  13) 

"Of  course  I  don't  give  up,"  Ma- 
lel  declared.  "Now  be  very  quiet, 
s  my  turn." 

(Manuel  took  a  long  time,  closing 
ie  eye  to  see  his  shot  better, 
len,  in  the  split  second  that  he 
t  the  marble  fly  from  his  thumb 
id  index  finger,  he  shouted,  "Look! 
l  Americano  car  coming  up  the 
ad." 

When  the  boys   turned  to  look, 
quickly  rolled  the  cat's- eye  out  of 
e  ring. 

"I  don't  see  anything,"  Pedro  said. 
AlE  FREE  WILL  BAPTIST 


As  they  turned  back  to  the  game, 
one  of  the  boys  shouted,  "Look, 
Pedro!  Manuel  knocked  your  cat's- 
eye  out  of  the  ring." 

"You  are  a  better  marble  player 
than  I  thought,"  Pedro  said. 

It  worked!  Manuel  thought.  The 
cat's-eye  is  mine. 

"Maybe  we  can  play  again  an- 
other day,"  Pedro  said  as  he  gath- 
ered up  his  marbles. 

"Maybe,"  Manuel  answered  and 
hurried  toward  home.  As  he  walked 
along,  he  rolled  the  cat's-eye  over  and 
over  in  his  hand  to  let  the  sunlight 
catch  it.    What  a  beautiful  marble! 

Then  he  remembered  that  the  mis- 
sionary had  said,  "If  you  love  God 
with  all  your  heart,  you  will  show  it 
by  doing  the  things  that  will  please 
Him." 

Manuel  suddenly  felt  sick  inside, 
He  had  done  a  terrible  thing.  He 
had  wanted  the  cat's-eye  marble  so 
badly  that  he  had  forgotten  about 
pleasing  God.  The  more  he  thought 
about  it,  the  slower  he  walked,  and 
the  more  his   shoulders  drooped. 

Finally,  he  slumped  down  by  a 
big  rock  and  put  his  head  down 
on  his  knees.  "Oh,  Jesus,"  he 
whispered,  "forgive  me  for  play- 
ing marbles  for  keeps  and  for  ly- 
ing and  cheating  too.  I'll  take  the 
marbles  back  to  Pedro  and  tell  him 
I'm  sorry." 

After  he  had  finished  praying,  He 
got  up  and  walked  swiftly  toward 
Pedro's  house.  Pedro  was  still  in 
the  yard.  Manuel  walked  up  to 
him  and  handed  him  the  marbles. 
"Here,"  he  said,  "I  cannot  keep 
them." 

"But  why?"  Pedro  asked. 

"Because  a  boy  who  loves  Jesus 
should  not  play  marbles  for  keeps. 
And  I  told  a  lie-and  I  cheated,  too. 
I  didn't  see  a  car.  I  only  wanted 
you  to  look  away  so  I  could  push 
the  cat's-eye  out  of  the  ring." 

"Is  that  what  you  learn  at  the 
missionary's  church?"  Pedro  asked. 

Manuel  nodded. 

Pedro  was  silent  for  a  moment, 
and  then  he  said,  "Pedro  must  learn 
such  wisdom,  too.  Will  you  take  me 
to  church  with  you?" 

Manuel  could  have  burst,  with  joy. 
"Yes,"  he  replied,  "tomorrow.  Be 
ready  right  after  breakfast." 

Manuel  hurried  home,  whistling 
happily.  What  wonderful  things  hap- 
pened to  a  boy  when  Jesus  lived 
in  his  heart.  Tomorrow  Pedro  would 
be  helping  him  to  keep  a  promise, 
and  that  made  him  happier  than  all  the 
cat's-eye  marbles  in  the  world! 
--Guide  for  Juniors. 


Unmitigated  Truth 

(Continued  from  Page  10) 

daily.  All  you  need  is  a  little  deter- 
mination and  willpower  to  get  the  job 
done. 

When  we  declare  God's  Word  it 
means  that  we  are  sharing  it  with 
someone  else.  This  is  done  by: 
First,  making  sure  that  our  own  lives 
are  free  from  sin;  second,  by  being 
equipped  with  a  knowledge  of  God's 
Word,  we  are  able  to  guide  and  warn 
other  people;  and  third,  the  fellow- 
ship of  all  Christians  will  become 
unique  and  strong  as  the  knowledge 
and  wisdom  of  God  works  toward 
peace  and  goodwill  to  all  godly  peo- 
ple everywhere. 


FAMILY  FIRESIDE 

(Continued  from  Page  4) 

leaves  off  giving,"  and  his  request 
was  granted.  But  the  God  of  all 
grace  never  grows  weary  of  our 
coming.  - -Henry  W.  Frost. 

Prayer  Thought 

In  fact,  God  requests  our  petitions 
but  human  beings  are  too  stubborn 
or  ignorant  to  accept  His  invitation 
to  be  loved,  understood,  and  coddled. 


SATURDAY,  SEPTEMBER  28 

Scripture  Reading- -Leviticus  19: 

16 

Do  You  Agree? 

"There  is  so  much  good  in  the 
worst  of  us, 

And  so  much  bad  in  the  best  of 
us, 

That  it  hardly  becomes  any  of  us 
To  talk  about  the  rest  of  us." 
-  -  Selected. 

Prayer  Thought 

We  are  so  busy  talking  that  oc- 
casionally we  miss  much  of  the  good 
things  of  life.  Sit  back  and  meditate 
once  in  awhile  and  listen  to  others. 
We  may  learn  something  worthwhile. 

(Devotions  used  by  permission, 
Knight's  Master  Book  of  New  U- 
lustrations,  Eerdmans  Press.) 


IS  YOUR  FLAG  FLYING? 

Principal  Rainy,  of  whom  a  child 
once  remarked  that  she  believed 
that  he  went  to  heaven  every  night 
because  he  was  so  happy  everyday, 
once  used  a  fine  metaphor  about  a 
Christian's  joy,  "Joy,"  he  said,  "is 
the  flag  which  is  flown  from  the  castle 
of  the  heart  when  the  King  is  in 
residence  there. "-Bristish  Weekly. 
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ATTENTION 

ALL  FREEWILL 
BAPTISTS  ! 

Visit  Mount  Olive  College 

as 

8  FREE  WILL  BAPTIST  DAY ■ 

Is  Observed 

"Free  Will  Baptist  Day"  will  be  observed  at  Mount 
Olive  College,  Saturday,  September  21,  1974.  The 
scheduled  activities  are  as  follows: 

Morning 

10: 00 -Open  House,  New  Campus:  Henderson  Building, 
Moye  Library,  Rodgers  Chapel,  Dormitory  Complex 
for  Women,  Men's  Dormitory 

10:30-Carillon  Music:  Campus  Program  on  75-Bell 
"Americana"  Carillon 

11:00- Worship  Service  in  Rodgers  Chapel,  Theme:  "The 
Distinctive  Mission  of  Mount  Olive  College,"  Ded- 
ication of  Carillon 

12:00  Noon -Lunch  on  Grounds  of  New  Campus  ($1.75  per 
plate,  catered  by  Wilbur's  of  Goldsboro),  Carillon 
Music 

Afternoon 

1:00-Meeting  of  the  Church -College,  Advancement  Coun- 
cil and  Dinner  Committees,  Tour  of  Eagles  Nest 
(for  those  not  attending  council  meeting) 
2 : 30  -  Adjournment 
Mount  Olive  College  exists  today  because  of  the  prayers 
and  support  of  thousands  of  Free  Will  Baptists  all  across 
North  Carolina.  The  College  would  like  to  share  with  you 
the  product  of  what  you  have  shared  with  it. 

Be  on  hand  Saturday,  September  21,  as  "Free  Will 
Baptist  Day"  is  observed  at  Mount  Olive  College? 
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THE 

Free  Will  Baptist 


"When  the  waters  of  the  flood 
abated,  the  ark  rested  on  the 
mountains  of  Ararat." 


Do  you  believe  it  is  still  there  ? 


Cover  Photo  by  Camerique 


Noah's  Ark  Found? 

Thus  reads  Genesis  8:4,  "And  the  ark  rested  in  the  seventh  month,  on  the 
seventeenth  day  of  the  month,  upon  the  mountains  of  Ararat."  That,  so  far 
as  we  know,  was  the  final  resting  place  of  the  ark,  as  the  Scriptures  state 
nothing  more  which  would  suggest  that  the  ark  was  destroyed  or  moved  from 
the  "mountains  of  Ararat." 

For  generations,  man's  inquisition  into  the  unknown  and  his  propensity 
toward  confirming  "theories"  (  and  even  known  facts )  have  made  him  delve 
into  countless  mysteries,  to  prove  or  disprove  accepted  beliefs,  the  least 
of  which  not  being  the  actual  existence  of  Noah's  ark- -a  phenomenon  at 
which  Bible  scoffers  have  laughed  for  ages.  Faithless  man- -and  especially 
the  pseudointellectual- -will  castigate  anything;  and,  sad  to  say,  the  Bible 
receives  undeserved  belittlement  on  university  and  college  campuses- -and 
even  in  so-called  classes  of  religion  under  the  supervision  of  egotistical 
theologians  who,  in  acquiring  their  many  degrees,  have  somehow  (stupidly) 
bypassed  the  necessity  of  Christianity  which  would  promote  the  acceptance 
of  the  Bible  as  truth,  not  the  "mythological  work  of  a  genius." 

We  do  not  choose  to  argue  doctrine  in  this  or  any  other  discussion,  but 
we  do  subscribe  to  the  validity  of  the  Scriptures  and  their  being  God- in- 
spired and  God-given.  Any  man  who  disputes  this  (  the  fact  that  the  Bible 
is  God's  Word  )  will  find  our  whole  effort  herein  meaningless  anyhow.  So, 
when  the  Bible  states  that  the  ark  rested  on  the  mountains  of  Ararat,  we 
believe  it- -regardless  of  some  learned  men's  consternation. 

The  first  public  interest  in  the  possibility  of  the  ark's  still  being  around 
was  sparked  in  1937,  when  Fernand  Navarra,  a  wealthy  French  businessman 
and  mountain  climber,  promised  a  man  named  Alim  (  who  lived  in  the  area 
of  Ararat  and  whose  family  tradition  insisted  that  the  ark  was  yet  on  the 
mountain  )  that  someday  he  (  Navarra )  would  indeed  try  to  climb  the  moun- 
tain and  find  it.  Ararat,  as  you  may  know,  is  in  Turkey  and  borders  Rus- 
sian-owned land,  which  has  caused  no  little  difficulty  in  expeditions.  A  find 
of  this  magnitude  would  make  the  Russians  redder  than  ever,  in  view  of 
their  vehement  refutal  of  biblical  teachings. 

Be  that  as  it  may,  under  Turkish  authority,  Navarra  made  at  least 
three  climbs,  the  last  of  which  was  made  with  his  son,  resulting  in  his 
being  able  to  retrieve  the  first  artifact:  an  eight-foot  piece  of  rough, 
dark,  reddish-black,  well -preserved  wood,  which  he  proclaimed  to  the  world 
as  a  part  of  Noah's  ark.  While  some  considered  (  and  still  consider  ) 
Navarra  a  fool,  aerial  photographs  and  size  computations  have  indeed 
proven  that  a  boat -like  structure,  450  feet  long  and  75  feet  wide,  does  rest 
in  a  lake  of  ice  in  a  cove  surrounded  by  rocky  ridges  atop  the  17,000- 
foot-high  Mount  Ararat.  The  measurements,  confirmed  by  space  photo- 
graphy, interestingly  enough  coincide  with  measurements  as  prescribed  by 
God  when  He  told  Noah  to  make  the  ark  "three  hundred  cubits"  long, 
"fifty  cubits"  wide,  and  "thirty  cubits"  high. 

Search  Foundation,  Inc.  of  which  Dr.  Ralph  Crawford  is  director,  is 
convinced  that  if  this  captive  vessel  vessel  is  proven  to  be  the  ark  of  Gene- 
sis 6- -8,  it  will  be  "the  most  significant  expedition  of  man"  since  the  moon 
landing.  Also,  if  the  craft  does  indeed  turn  out  to  be  Noah's  ark,  it  will 
cause  a  lot  of  "Bible  myth  sayers"  to  turn  red  in  the  face. 

The  last  and  most  recent  expedition  (  eleventh  in  number  )  was  made 
this  past  summer,  with  plans  already  in  the  making  for  a  more  extensive 
one  which  hopefully  will  uncover  the  captive  vessel  for  a  closer  examina- 
tion. However,  the  ark,  if  successfully  uncovered,  will  remain  on  the 
mountain  and  will  be  accessible  by  means  of  a  seventeen -mile -long 
gondola  cablecar  system  which  will  be  constructed  for  transporting  peo- 
ple to  the  sight  for  observational  purposes.  Also,  a  huge  hotel  will  be 
built  for  tourists. 

Whether  or  not  the  structure  encased  in  ice  atop  Mount  Ararat  is  actually 
the  ark  which  saved  Noah,  his  family,  and  every  species  of  animal  life  from 
the  Deluge  is  not  for  us  to  say- -nor  is  it  really  going  to  shake  our  faith  if 
it  proves  to  be  a  hoax.  What  is  important  is  that  we  believe  that  the  ark 
was  built,  that  the  waters  did  flood  the  earth  and  destroy  all  that  were  not 
inside,  and  that  when  the  waters  abated,  the  ark  did  "rest  upon  the  mountains 
of  Ararat."  In  short ,  we  believe  what  the  Bible  says.  And,  we  will  not  be  too 
disappointed  if  the  wooden  structure  does  not  prove  to  be  the  ark  of  Noah. 
Still,  wouldn't  it  be  interesting  (  and  embarassing  to  some  anti- Bible 
scientists  )  if  Noah's  ark  is  "deiced"  to  the  glory  of  God? 
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THE  FREE  WILL  BAP 


BIBLE  TRANSLATION  DAY 

SEPTEMBER  30 


IBLE  Translation  Day,  fixed  by  the  United  States 
Senate  as  September  30  seven  years  ago,  will  be 
served  this  year  with  special  ceremonies  in  Wash- 
gton,  D.  C.  The  date  marks  the  death  of  Jerome, 
I  "father  of  Bible  translation."  Churches  through - 
1  North  America  will  also  recognize  the  work  of 
ble  translation  and  the  need  for  more  Bible  trans - 
Jtors  in  services  on  Sunday,  September  29. 

"Every  person  who  possesses  a  Bible  shares  in 
me  degree  in  the  moral  responsibility  to  provide 
for  everyone  who  doesn't,''  says  George  M.  Cowan, 
esident  of  Wycliffe  Bible  Translators.  Events  and 
ograms  centered  around  Bible  Translation  Day  in 
urches  will  be  planned  to  demonstrate  ways  this 
"  sponsibility  can  be  f unfilled  and  to  report  on  the 
jjpgress  of  Bible  translation  around  the  world. 

1  Today  many  groups  besides  Wycliffe  Bible  Trans - 
rors  are  at  work  giving  the  Scriptures  to  ethnic  groups 

n  their  vernacular  language.  Denominational  societies, 

J}:h  as  Lutheran  Bible  Translators,  have  formed  to 
rry  out  the  unfinished  work.     The  increasing  in- 

"Jjlvement  of  national  translators  working  on  a  language 
their  homeland  means  added  acceleration  toward  the 

|al  of  giving  every  man  the  Bible  in  his  own  language. 

[jjjln  mid- 1974  Wycliffe  Bible  Translators  reported  work 
hi  progress  in  600  languages  in  26  countries.  After  17 
"jars  in  Papua,  New  Guinea,  Wycliffe  linguists  have 
Altered  more  than  one  hundred  language  groups  there 
B"d  already  three  New  Testaments  have  been  published 
people  of  this  South  Pacific  island.  The  eighth  revised 

ition  of  The  Ethnologue,  just  released  by  Wycliffe,  lists 
'''B87  languages  in  the  world,  "568  with  a  definite  need 
l«iir  Bible  translation."  Mrs.  Barbara  Grimes,  editor  of 

le  Ethnologue,  found  that  for  60  percent  of  the  world's 
"Iriguages  the  need  for  Bible  translation  is  still  unde- 
wrmined. 


ne  of  the  most  recently  completed  New  Testaments 


is  the  Eastern  Otomi,  published  by  the  World  Home 
Bible  League  in  time  for  a  May,  1974,  dedication  in 
Mexico.  A  team  of  Wycliffe  translators  have  been  working 
on  this  translation  since  1943.  Today,  with  the  availa- 
bility of  translation  workshops  and  many  more  written 
helps  for  translators,  a  New  Testament  can  be  finished 
in  twelve  to  fifteen  years  from  the  time  a  translation  team 
enters  a  language  group. 

Wycliffe 's  academic  arm,  the  Summer  Institute  of 
Linguistics  (SIL),  has  just  completed  concentrated  ses- 
sions of  linguistic  training  in  Great  Britain,  Germany, 
at  three  universities  in  the  United  States,  and  at  Gordon 
College.  Its  summer  school  in  Great  Britain  was  at- 
enters  a  language  group. 

Wycliffe 's  academic  arm,  the  Summer  Institute  of 
sions  of  linguistic  training  in  Great  Britain,  Germany, 
at  three  universities  in  the  United  States,  and  at  Gordon 
College.  Its  summer  school  in  Great  Britain  was  at- 
tended by  more  than  200  potential  linguists  from  the 
United  Kingdom  and  the  continent  and  the  course  in  Ger  - 
many  attracted  35  students.  SIL  courses  in  New  Zealand 
and  Australia  are  to  be  held  later  this  year. 

SIL'S  International  Linguistic  Center  in  Dallas,  Texas, 
opened  its  third  academic  year  this  fall  with  an  enrollment 
of  110  students,  many  of  whom  are  planning  to  enter 
Bible  translation  or  literacy  work  somewhere  in  the 
world. 

Supporting  these  linguists  are  thousands  of  churches 
and  individuals  and  a  host  of  teachers,  secretaries, 
pilots,  printers,  and  others.  Wycliffe's  technical  arm, 
the  Jungle  Aviation  and  Radio  Service,  now  operates  52 
aircraft  and  some  450  two-way  radios  in  13  nations 
around  the  world,  providing  transportation  and  com  • 
munication  so  that  Bible  translation  can  be  speeded 
further  toward  a  swift  completion. 

Wycliffe's  international  offices  are  located  in  Hunting- 
ton Beach,  California. 


IE  FREE  WILL  BAPTIST 


SUNDAY,  SEPTEMBER  29 

Scripture  Reading- -Colossians  3:2 
Next  Door  to  God 

An  English  traveler  in  Jerusalem 
was  trying  to  find  someone  who  could 
speak  both  English  and  Arabic.  He 
heard  of  an  American  missionary 
who  lived  nearby.  Accosting  an 
Arab  boy  who  knew  a  little  English, 
he  asked  if  he  could  direct  him  to  the 
missionary's  home.  The  face  of  the 
boy  lit  up,  and  he  said,  "You  mean 
the  lady  who  lives  next  door  to  God." 
If  an  uneducated  Arab  boy  could 
detect  one  who  walked  with  God,  why 
cannot  we  so  live  here  that  the  world 
can  see  Jesus  in  us?- -Selected. 

Prayer  Thought 
If  the  love  of  God  is  in  our  hearts 
we  cannot  conceal  it.  If  God's  work 
is  uppermost  in  our  minds  we  cannot 
help  but  reveal  it. 

MONDAY,  SEPTEMBER  30 

Scripture  Reading- -Job  5:8 
"It  Pays  to  Put  God  First" 

Robert  G.  LeTourneau  writes: 
"Our  young  peoplehad  been  regularly 
to  a  mission  to  hold  a  gospel  service, 
and  I  had  been  going  with  them.  One 
night  I  had  some  special  work  to  do. 
I  was  operating  a  small  factory  at  the 
time,  and  machinery  had  to  be  built 
the  next  day  for  which  I  had  to  make 
the  design  that  night  in  order  that  a 
crew  of  men  on  contract  could  build 
it  the  next  morning.  How  could  I 
do  my  work  and  attend  the  meeting 
at  the  mission?  The  Lord  and  I  had 
quite  a  struggle  while  I  was  trying  to 
decide  what  to  do.  Although  I  could 
not  understand  how  I  was  going  to  get 
the  plan  drawn  for  the  next  morning, 
I  went  with  the  young  people  and  we 
had  a  profitable  time.  I  returned 
home  about  ten  o'clock.  Up  to  that 
time  I  had  been  unable  to  make  a 
single  plan.  I  sat  at  the  drafting 
board,  and  in  about  five  minutes  the 
outline  and  plan  was  as  plain  as  it 
could  be.  What  is  more,  the  little 
piece  of  machinery  designed  that 
night  has  been  the  key  machine  in  all 
that  I  have  been  building  since.  It 


pays  to  put  God  first."- -King's  Bus- 
iness. 

Prayer  Thought 
We  find  time  for  our  pleasures  and 
work  in  which  we  are  interested.  Let 
us  take  sometime  to  spend  with  Jesus. 
He  is  the  most  pleasurable  friend  we 
have  and  working  with  Him  is  most 
profitable. 

TUESDAY,  OCTOBER  1 

Scripture  Reading- -Mark  12:42-44 

A  Little  Girl's  Pennies 
Hattie  Wiatt,  a  little  girl,  came  to  a 
small  Sunday  school  and  asked  to  be 
taken  in,  but  it  was  explained  there 
was  no  room  for  her.    In  less  than 
two  years  she  fell  ill,  and  slipped  away 
on  her  own  little  last  pilgrimage,  and 
no  one  guessed  her  strange  little 
secret  until  beneath  her  pillow  was 
found  a  torn  pocketbook  with  fifty- 
seven  pennies  in  it,  wrapped  in  a 
scrap  of  paper  on  which  was  written, 
"To    help    build  the  little  temple 
bigger,  so  that  more  children  can  go 
to  Sunday  school."   For  two  years 
she  had  saved  her  pennies  for  the 
cause  which  was  nearest  her  heart. 
The  pastor  told  the  incident  to  his 
congregation,  and  the  people  began 
making  donations  for  the  enlarge- 
ment.    The  papers  told  it  far  and 
wide,  and  within  five  years  those 
fifty- seven   pennies   had  grown  to 
$250,000,    and    today  in  Philadel- 
phia, can  be  seen  a  great  church,  the 
Baptist    Temple,    seating   3,300,  a 
Temple   College  with  accommoda- 
tions for  more  than  1,400  students, 
a  Temple  Hospital,  and  a  Temple 
Sunday  school  so  large  that  all  who 
wish  may  come  and  be  comfortable. 
She  was  only  a  little  girl,  but  who 
can  estimate  the  result  of  her  un- 
selfishness, and  her  fifty -seven pen- 
nies?--Christian  Herald. 

Prayer  Thought 
"Pennies  make  dollars"  is  an  old 
but  true  statement.  Many  large 
undertakings  have  stemmed  from  a 
small  seed  implanted  in  a  determined 
soul. 

WEDNESDAY,  OCTOBER  2 

Scripture  Reading- -Proverbs  31: 

31 

Her  Day 

She  cooked  the  breakfast  first  of  all, 
Washed  the  cups  and  plates, 

Dressed  the  children  and  made  sure 
Stockings  all  were  mates. 

Combed  their  heads  and  made  their 

beds, 

Sent  them  out  to  play. 
Gathered   up  their   motley  toys, 

Put  some  books  away. 
Dusted  chairs  and  mopped  the  stairs, 

Ironed  an  hour  or  two, 
Baked  a  jar  of  cookies  and  a  pie, 

Then  made  a  stew. 


The  telephone  rang  constantly, 
The  doorbell  did  the  same, 

A  youngster  fell  and  stubbed  his  to< 
And  then  the  laundry  came. 

She  picked  up  blocks  and  mende 
socks, 

And  then  she  blackened  up  the  stov< 
(Gypsy  folks  were  fortunate  with  car 
free  ways  to  rove!) 
And  when  her  husband  came 
six 

He  said:   "I  envy  you! 

It  must  be  nice  to  sit  at  horn 
Without  a  thing  to  do!" 

--Selected. 

Prayer  Thought 
Quite  often  the  busiest  of  us  are  tl 
quietest.  It  requires  concentrate 
for  accomplishment.  Appearand 
may  be  very  deceiving;  so  check  1 
before  you  speak  up. 

THURSDAY,  OCTOBER  3 

Scripture  Reading- -Psalm  86: 
Consider  the  Bee 

Here  is  a  little  bee  that  organize!) 
city,  that  builds  ten  thousand  cells  f 
honey,  twelve  thousand  cells  I 
larvae  a  holy  of  holies  for  the  moth 
queen;  a  little  bee  that  observes  the  j 
creasing  heat,  and,  when  the  wax  m 
melt  and  the  honey  be  lost,  organiz- 
the  swarm  into  squads,  puts  sentim 
at  the  entrances,  glues  the  feetdoy 
and  then,  with  flying  wings,  creates 
system  of  ventilation  to  cool  the  honj 
that  makes  an  electric  fan  seemtai 
dry- -a  little  honey  bee  that  will  ij 
elude  twenty  square  miles  in  t 
field  over  whose  flowers  it  has  ove 
sight. 

But  if  a  tinybraininabeeperfori 
such  wonders,  who  are  you,  that  I 
should  question  the  guidance  of  G< 
Lift  up  your  eyes,  and  behold  the  h« 
that  supports  these  stars,  without  p 
lars,  the  God  who  guides  the  planl 
without  collision. --Selected. 

Prayer  Thought 
A  little  education  is  dangero 
Often  we  have  only  enough  intel| 
gence  to  follow  our  own  ideas.  Foil 
Jesus'  guidance,  His  ideas  havebt 
tried  and  proven  correct. 

FRIDAY,  OCTOBER  4 

Scripture  Reading- -Psalm  19:7 
Bible  Kicks  Me 

A  heathen  Chinese  gave  a 
Bible  back  to  the  missionary.  "Ev 
time  I  read  it , "  he  said ,  " it  kicks  r 
--Biblical  Research  Monthly. 

Prayer  Thought 
Are  we  able  to  withstand  the  kic 
our  Bibles?  Don  the  armor  of  God 
withstand  the  kicks  of  truth  and 
barbs  of  humanity. 

(Continued  on  Page  15) 
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BIBLE 


QUESTIONS 

and 
ANSWERS 


Conducted  by  J.  P.  BARROW 
Route  1,  Box  475,  LaGrange,  North  Carolina  28551 


Question:  Why  is  it  that  Free  Will 
ptists  do  not  baptize  infants? 

nswer:     It  is  because  that  our 
ebears    were    among    the  early 
Jristians  that  adopted  the  Bible  and 
teachings  as  their  sole  guide  or 
ans  of  instruction  in  the  new  life 
Christian  activities,  including  the 
iinance  of  the  church.  They  be- 
yed,  and  I  believe,  that  baptism  by 
mersion  is  the  only  way  to  symbol - 
what  the  Bible  teaches  took  place 
he  life  of  every  believer  when  that 
^lderf ul  and  glorious  thing  happened 
1  they  became  a  Christian.  Paul 
iftaks  of  this  miraculous  change  in 
Bible  as  a  death:  "And  if  Christ 
in  you,  the  body  is  dead  because 
sin;  but  the  Spirit  is  life  because 
righteousness"      (Roman  8:10); 
am  crucified  with  Christ:  never - 
less  I  live;  yet  not  I,  but  Christ 
afeth  in  me:  and  the  life  which  I  now 
in  the  flesh  I  live  by  the  faith  of 
Son  of  God,  who  loved  me,  and 
fre  himself  for  me"  (Galatians  2: 
A  crucified  person  is  a  dead 
son  Baptism  by  immersion  does 
only  tell  of  a  death,  but  of  a  res- 
ection   that  has  already  taken 
|ce  in  the  believer's  experience. 
fKnow  ye  not,  that  so  many  of  us 
e  baptized  into  Jesus  Christ  were 
tized  into  his  death?  Therefore  we 
buried  with  him  by  baptism  into 
th;  that  like  as  Christ  was  raised 
rlfrom  the  dead  by  the  glory  of  the 
efher,  even  so  we  also  should  walk 
liewness  of  life.    For  if  we  have 
bin  planted  together  in  the  likeness 
fiis  death,  we  shall  be  also  in  the 
ness  of  his  resurrection:  Knowing 
that  our  old  man  is  crucified  with 
that  the  body  of  sin  might  be 
troyed,  that  henceforth  we  should 
serve  sin.  .  .  .Likewise  reckon  ye 


Ei  3  yourselves  to  be  dead  indeed  unto 


but  alive  unto  God  through  Jesus 
1st  our  Lord.  .  .  .Being  then  made 
i  from  sin,  ye  became  the  servants 
•ighteousness.  .  .  .  For  when  ye 
e  the  servants  of  sin,  ye  were 
i  from  righteousness.  What  fruit 
ye  then  in  those  things  whereof 
fare  now  ashamed?  for  the  end  of 
e  things  is  death.  But  now  being 


made  free  from  sin,  and  become  ser - 
vants  to  God,  ye  have  your  fruit  unto 
holiness,  and  the  end  everlasting  life. 
For  the  wages  of  sin  is  death;  but  the 
gift  of  God  is  eternal  life  through 
Jesus  Christ  our  Lord"  (Roman  6:3- 
6,  11,  18,  20-23).  Compare,  "That 
if  thou  shalt  confess  with  thy  mouth 
the  Lord  Jesus,  and  shalt  believe  in 
thine  heart  that  God  hath  raised  him 
from  the  dead,  thou  shalt  be  saved. 
For  with  the  heart  man  believeth  unto 
righteousness;  and  with  the  mouth 
confession  is  made  unto  salvation" 
(Romans  10:9,  10). 

In  order  that  it  be  a  valid  baptism 
it  must  of  necessity  follow  and  not 
precede  confession,  for  this  is  a 
Christian  ordinance,  meaning  of 
course,  that  when  baptism  is  taking 
place  it  is  a  symbol  telling  a  lost 
world  of  sinners  that  this  one  being 
baptized  is  a  Christian  brother  or 
sister  belonging  to  the  family  of  God, 
the  same  as  he  that  administers  the 
rites.  This  regenerated  convert  that 
has  passed  from  death  unto  life  is 
making  a  change  and  a  new  alliance 
with  Christ  official  in  the  sense  that 
he  is,  through  the  means  of  baptism 
by  immersion,  telling  all  men  of  this 
lost  world  and  Satan,  the  god  of  this 
world  system,  that  he  is  no  longer 
a  loyal  citizen  of  his,  but  that  hence- 
forth his  allegiance  shall  be  to  Christ, 
the  King  of  kings  and  Lord  of  lords. 

I  remember  as  well  as  if  it  had  just 
happened  being  baptized  in  my  boy 
friend's  father's  millpond  and  what 
this  ordinance  meant  to  him  since  he 
was  not  a  Christian.  He  made  it 
somewhat  a  laughing  matter  until 
he  discovered  that  I  was  dead  serious 
about  the  matter.  That  indeed  separ- 
ated us  socially,  as  well  as  it  told 
him  that  I  was  spiritually  and  per- 
manently seperated  from  him.  If 
as  an  infant,  instead  of  its  being  on  the 
eve  of  my  fifteenth  birthday,  neither 
of  us  would  have  suffered  the  pangs 
of  this  separation,  for  I  most  likely 
would  not  as  an  infant  have  been  el- 
igible to  realize  so  keenly  the  dif- 
ference that  had  come  to  me  to  make 
me  aware  of  this  eternal  separation. 
I  say  eternal  because  only  a  miracle, 
not  a  water  baptism,  could  change 


this.  It  was  changed  when  he  suffered 
in  a  lingering  terminal  illness  and  in 
this  condition  professed  Christ  a  year 
or   so  before  departing  this  life. 

It  has  been  the  belief  of  us  who  call 
ourselves  Original  Free  Will  Baptists 
that  the  idea  of  infant  baptism  springs 
from  two  sources:  that  of  decadent 
Judaism  and  that  of  idolatrous  or 
heathen  worshipers..  The  Rev.  R.F. 
Pittman,  a  Bible  teacher  intheAyden 
Seminary,  and  the  Rev.  J.  E.  Sawyer 
that  taught  in  the  same  school,  be- 
lieved and  taught  this,  and  I  presume 
Dr .  Peaden  did  since  they  often  quoted 
from  or  cited  him  as  being  sym- 
pathetic to  this  teaching. 

Jesus  did  not  propose  to  be  in  sym- 
pathy with  all  the  traditions  of  His 
day;  neither  did  He  offer  us  a  revised 
or  overhauled  Judaism  as  He  found  it 
in  Palestine,  but  He  said:  "And  I  say 
also  unto  thee,  That  thou  art  Peter, 
and  upon  this  rock  I  will  build  my 
church;  and  the  gates  of  hell  shall 
not  prevail  against  it.  And  I  will 
give  unto  thee  the  keys  of  the  king- 
dom of  heaven:  and  whatsoever  thou 
shalt  bind  on  earth  shall  be  bond  in 
heaven:  and  whatsoever  thou  shalt 
loose  on  earth  shall  be  loosed  in  heav- 
en" (Matthew  16:18,  19). 

The  gospel  was  that  which  He  left 
in  the  hands  of  His  followers  to  do 
what  He  required  of  them  when  the 
church  was  then  seen  as  being  in  the 
future.  Paul  believed  the  gospel  suf- 
ficient to  do  as  Christ  demanded  of 
him  and  now  requires  of  us.  "So,  as 
much  as  in  me  is,  I  am  ready  to  preach 
the  gospel  to  you  that  are  at  Rome  al- 
so. For  I  am  not  ashamed  of  the  gos- 
pel of  Christ:  for  it  is  the  power  of 
God  unto  salvation  to  every  one  that 
believeth;  to  the  Jew  first,  and  also 
to  the  Greek"  (Romans  1:15, 16).  Then 
the  Bible  further  says,  "For  the  word 
of  God  is  quick,  and  powerful,  and 
sharper  than  any  twoedged  sword, 
piercing  even  to  the  dividing  asunder 
of  soul  and  spirit,  and  of  the  joints 
and  marrow,  and  is  adiscerner  of  the 
thoughts  and  intents  of  the  heart" 
(Hebrews  4:12);  "For  Christ  sent  me 
not  to  baptize,  but  to  preach  the  gos- 
pel; not  with  wisdom  of  words,  lest 
the  cross  of  Christ  should  be  made 
of  none  effect.  For  the  preaching  of 
the  cross  is  to  them  that  perish  fool- 
ishness; but  unto  us  which  are  saved 
it  is  the  power  of  God.  For  it  is  writ- 
ten, I  will  destroy  the  wisdom  of  the 
wise,  and  will  bring  to  nothing  the  un- 
derstanding of  the  prudent.  Where  is 
the  wise?  where  is  the  scribe?  where 
is  the  disputer  of  this  world?  hath  not 
God  made  foolish  the  wisdom  of  this 
world?   For  after  that  in  the  wisdom 
of  God  the  world  by  wisdom  knew 
not  God,  it  pleased  God  by  the  fool- 
ishness of  preaching  to  save  them 
(Continued  on  Page  15) 
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BOARD  CHAIRMAN  STEPS  DOWN 
College  Honors  Morris 


If  Ralph  Morris  had  had  his  wish, 
Mount  Olive  College  would  be  New 
Bern  College  .  .  .  or  at  least  be  lo- 
cated there. 

On  Tuesday,  August  17,  1974,  the 
Mount  Olive  College  Board  of  Trust- 
ees, at  a  lucheon  meeting  attended 
by  the  faculty  and  staff,  paid  tribute 
to  Morris  who  is  ending  his  12th  year 
tenure  as  a  member  of  that  decision- 
making body,  having  served  as  its 
chairman  since  1963. 

Prior  to  1963,  Morris  had  en- 
deavored to  persuade  other  college 
officials  to  relocate  the  two-year 
junior  college  in  New  Bern. 

In  paying  tribute  to  Mr.  Morris, 
Dr.  W.  Burkette  Raper,  president 
of  the  College,  put     it  this  way: 

"In  1962,  Mount  Olive  College 
was  confronted  with  the  most  im- 
portant decision  its  administrative 
staff  had  ever  made  •  .  .  whether  or 
not  to  place  the  college  in  New 
Bern.  The  offer  of  free  land  and 
other  enticements  made  the  decision 
even  more  difficult  to  make.  But  the 
final  decision  was  to  keep. the  col- 
lege in  Mount  Olive. 


"In  1962,  Mr.  Ralph  Morris  of 
New  Bern  became  a  member  of  the 
board  of  trustees  of  Mount  Olive 
College;  and  while  loyal  to  his  city 
and  its  people,  he  was  always  quite 
open,  honest,  and  fair.  He  never 
led  other  members  of  the  board  to 
make  any  other  decision  except  those 
which  he  thought  would  be  in  the  best 
interests  of  the  college." 

Dr.  Raper  said  Mr.  Morris  had 
"long  been  a  friend  of  this  school. 
You  couldn't  have  asked  for  a  better 
chairman  with  which  to  work." 

Morris  was  elected  chairman  of 
the  Mount  Olive  College  Board  of 
Trustees  in  1963,  after  the  resig- 
nation of  the  Rev.  David  W.  Hansley 
who  stepped  down  from  the  post  af- 
ter several  years  of  service.  The 
State  Convention  of  Free  Will  Bap- 
tists recently  set  a  policy  of  limit- 
ing the  tenure  of  board  chairman  to 
two  terms  of  six  years  each. 

"However,  after  a  year  off,  you 
can  come  back  on,"  Dr.  Raper  quip- 
ped, directing  his  remarks  to  Mr. 
Morris.  Those  in  attendance  ap- 
plauded. 


Following  the  reading  of  a  re 
olution  of  appreciation,  unanimous 
approved,  Mr.  Morris  was  present* 
a  silver  tray,  with  his  name  and  tl 
dates  of  his  chairmanship  inscribt 
upon  it. 

"Being  a  member  of  the  collej 
board  has  been  one  of  the  best  n 
wards  of  my  life,"  he  said, 
wondered,  at  first,  why  the  collej 
didn't  go  to  New  Bern  after  all  thoi 
promises  of  money,  boat  rides,  a 
free  land.  But  the  Lord  works 
mysterious  ways  .  .  .  and  I  accept' 
it  as  the  Lord's  will  that  the  colle 
stay  here." 

The  regular  quarterly  meeting 
the  board  of  trustees  was  held  in 
mediately  following  the  luncheo 


Church  College  Advanceme 
Council  Members 

Mount  Olive  College  has  announ 
that  36  churches  have  designated  th 
representatives  on  the  recer 
formed  Church  College  Advancem 
Council. 

The  purpose  of  the  council  is 
facilitate  communication  and  serv 
between  the  church  and  the  Colic 
Members  of  the  council  will  adv 
the  College  on  the  educational  ne 
and  expectations  of  the  church;  i 
in  return,  they  will  interpret 
services  and  needs  of  the  Colle 
The  present  membership  of 
council  includes  the  follow 
churches  and  individuals: 

Albermarle  Conference  -  -  Un 
Chapel,  Mr.  Bill  Gurganus;  Mc 
Zion,  Lloyd  Jones  Jr.;  Sound  S 
James  W.  Cahoon. 

Cape  Fear  Conference- -Johns 
Union,  Mrs.  Merle  Stephenson; 
Paul,  L.  G.  Creech;  Hopewell,  IV 
Betty  Lee  Whitley. 

Central  Conference- -Free  Un 
Mrs.  Danny  Taylor;  Williams 
First,  Mr.  Howard  Radford;  Bl 
Jack,  Mr.  J.  C.  Boyd;  Rose 
Sharon,  Mrs.  Mahue  Baeley;  C 
Swamp,  Mrs.  Floyd  P.  Harris;  Pi 
Grove  (Beaufort  Co.),  Alton  G.  | 
bon;  Bethany,  Rex  Wainri 
Grimsley,  Jimmy  L.  Jones;  Li 
Creek,  James  R.  McLawhorn;  Sv 
Gum  Grove,  Mrs.  Eloise  Futi 
Eastern  Conference  -  -  Jacl 
Heights,  Jesse  B.  Rouse;  Wilming I 
First,  Jane  Groves;  Hillsbd 
Thomas  G.  Melamb;  Dublin  Grj 
Jane  Brooks;  Croatan,  James  1 
moth;  Oriental,  Tom  Caroon;  Ca 
Nathan  Hinkle;  Kinston,  First 
Stanley  Jenkins;  Bethlehem,  Ph 
Wood;  Smith's  New  Home,  1 
Lowanna  Taylor;  Grant's  Ch*| 
(Continued  on  Page  15) 
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Free  Will  Baptist  Children's  Home 

W$W%t<  "A  Christian  Home  for  Boys  and  Girls" 

MIDDt.KSKX,  NORTH  CAROLINA  27557 
MR.  SAMMY  WEEKS,  Superintendent  -  Phone  (919)235-4079 


IILDREN'S  OFF -CAMPUS  VISITS 

I 

Our  visiting  weekend  for  the  month 
September  will  be  September  27- 
I.    The  children  may  be  picked  up 
five  o'clock  on  Friday  afternoon, 
"ptember  27,  and  returned  on  Sun- 
8|y,  September  29,  by  five  o'clock 
m. 

p  you  are  a  sponsor  or  visiting 
,,nily  and  desire  to  have  a  child  or 
'ildren  in  your  home  for  this  week- 
9  please  contact  the  child's  house - 
)ther  by  Wednesday,  September  25. 
f  you  are  not  a  sponsor  or  visit - 
|  family  already  and  are  interested 
[having  some  of  our  children  visit 
0|h  you,  please  contact  Mrs.  Gladys 
jseks,  Children's  Home,  Middlesex, 
C.  27557,  or  call  235-4079.  We 
e  several  young  and  older  children 
)  do  not  have  a  sponsor  or  visit - 
family.   Thank  you  for  your  help 
il  interest  in  our  children. 

TOYS  GALORE! 


"? On  Sunday  afternoon,  September 

lSt,  Mr.  M.  R.  Boswell  of  Wilson  visit- 
s' the  Children's  Home  and  brought 
ie  th  him  58  beautiful  stuffed  animals. 

Boswell  had  a  great  time  dis- 
puting the  toys  to  our  boys  and 
'rls  and,  needless  to  say,  thechild- 
f'J  were  thrilled  to  choose  a  beautiful 
N  if  fed  animal  for  themselves. 
^'We  appreciate  this  fine  gentleman 
ip  his  kindness  to  our  children  here 
ckthe  Home. 


J6         FARMER'S  NOTICE 

jF'[f  you  have  extra  sweet  potatoes 
\i  would  like  to  share  some  with  the 
ildren's  Home,  we'dbe  very  grate - 
for  them.  Please  call  235-4079  if 
x  need  us  to  pick  them  up. 


the  Home;  however,  it  was  one  needed 
for  a  longtime.  This  new  job  is  called 
the  Director  of  Family  Services  and  is 
occupied  by  Mr.  Samuel  Lane.  Mr. 
Lane's  job  encompasses  three  areas: 
(1)  Processing  children  intake;  (2) 
establishing  and  maintaining  good  re- 
lationships between  the  child,  rel- 
atives, and  institution;  (3)  establish- 
ing and  maintaining  contact  with  the 
alumni  of  the  Home. 


"NEW  EMPLOYEES" 
iecently  a  new  job  was  created  at 


Mr.  Lane's  wife,  Dianne,  has  re- 
cently assumed  the  job  of  Director  of 
Education.  This  job  was  vacated  by 
Mrs.  Hansley  because  of  health  prob- 
lems. 

Sam  graduated  from  Farm  Life 
High  School  in  Vanceboro,  North 
Carolina,  in  1970.  He  attended  Mount 
Olive  College  from  1970- -1972  and 
graduated  with  Associate  of  Arts  and 
Associate  of  Science  degrees.  Sam 
transferred  to  UNC  at  Chapel  Hill  in 
1972,  graduating  in  1974withaB.A.  in 
Sociology.  He  is  the  son  of  the  Rev. 
and  Mrs.  A.  Graham  Lane  of  New 
Bern. 

Dianne  graduated  from  Farm  Life 
School  in  Vanceboro,  in  1970.  She 
attended  UNC  at  Chapel  Hill  from 
1970- -1974.  Dianne  received  a  B.S. 
degree  in  mathematics  in  the  spring  of 
1974. 

We  welcome  Sam  and  Dianne  to  our 
campus  and  believe  they  will  be 
tremendous  asset  to  our  staff. 


Coming  Events  . . . 

September  19-Eastern  District  Wom- 
an's Auxiliary  Convention,  Spring 
Hope  Free  Will  Baptist  Church  near 
Vanceboro,  North  Carolina 

September  21,  10  A.  M.-Free  Will 
Baptist  Visitation  Day,  Mount  Olive 
College,  Mount  Olive,  North  Caro- 
lina 

September  25-Central  Conference 
Woman's  Auxiliary  Convention, 
Bethany  Free  Will  Baptist  Church 
near  Winterville,  North  Carolina 

October  2-Western  Conference  Worn  - 
an's  Auxiliary  Convention,  Plea- 
sant Hill  Free  Will  Baptist  Church 
near  Pikeville,  North  Carolina 

October  5-Pee  Dee  Association  Worn  - 
sn's  Auxiliary  Convention,  Beaver 
Dam  Free  Will  Baptist  Church, 
Chadbourn,  North  Carolina 

October  9-Cape  Fear  Conference 
Woman's  Auxiliary  Convention, 
First  Free  Will  Baptist  Church, 
Smithfield,  North  Carolina 

October  9-Albemarle  Conference  of 
Original  Free  Will  Baptists,  Gum 
Neck  Church,  Columbia,  North 
Carolina 


October  12-Piedmont  Conference 
Woman's  Auxiliary  Convention, 
First  Free  Will  Baptist  Church, 
Durham,  North  Carolina 

October  17-Albermarle  Conference 
Woman's  Auxiliary  Convention, 
Sound  Side  Free  Will  Baptist 
Church,  Columbia,  North  Carolina 

October  17- Western  Conference  of 
Original  Free  Will  Baptists, 
New  Sandy  Hill  Church,  Bailey, 
North  Carolina 

October  19-Pee  Dee  Association  of 
Original  Free  Will  Baptists,  White 
Oak  Church,  Bladen  County,  North 
Carolina 

October  23,  24-Eastern  Conference 
of  Original  Free  Will  Baptists, 
Oriental  Church,  Oriental,  North 
Carolina 

October  31-November  1-Cape  Fear 
Conference  of  Original  Free  Will 
Baptists,  Bethel  Church,  Route  2, 
Four  Oaks,  North  Carolina 

November  6,  7-Central  Conference 
of  Original  Free  Will  Baptists, 
Aspen  Grove  Church  near 
Fountain,  North  Carolina 
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Of  Denominational  Interest 

Bethel  Church  to  Host 
Cape  Fear  Union 

The  Union  Meeting  of  the  Cape 
Fear  Conference  will  convene  on 
Saturday  morning,  September  28, 
with  the  Bethel  Free  Will  Baptist 
Church  at  Four  Oaks.  The  modera- 
tor, the  Rev.  C.  Felton  Godwin,  will 
preside.  The  local  church  pianist 
and  organist  will  play  for  the  meet- 
ing.    The  program  is  as  follows: 

10:00- -Hymn,  Congregation 

--Devotions,  the  Rev.  Edward 

C.  Taylor 
--Welcome,  the  Rev.  Edward 

C.  Taylor 
--Response,   the  Rev.   R.  H. 

Jackson 

10:15- -Enrollment  of  Officers  and 
Ministers 
--Recognition  of  Visitors 
--Reading  of  Minutes 
--Appointment  of  Committees 
--Roll  Call  of  Churches 

-  -  Reports    of  Denominational 

Enterprises 
--Miscellaneous  Business 
11: 15- -Hymn,  Congregation 

--Special  Music,  Bethel  Church 

-  -Offering 

--Message,   the  Rev.  Roy  C. 
Futrell 

-  -  Ordination,  Ordaining  Coun- 

cil 

12:15- -Report  of  Treasurer 
--Unfinished  Business 
--Adjournment  and  Benediction 
--Lunch  and  Christian  Fellow- 
ship 


Second  Union  Meeting  And 
S.  S.  Convention  (Central) 

The  Second  Union  Meeting  and 
Sunday  School  Convention  of  the  Cen- 
tral Conference  will  meet  Sunday, 
September  29,  at  the  First  Free 
Will  Baptist  Church  of  Greenville, 
North  Carolina,  located  near  Pitt 
Plaza  Shopping  Center  on  Highway  43 . 
The  day's  activities  will  begin  with 
the  Sunday  school  convention  at  3 
p.m.,  to  be  followed  with  the  union 
meeting.  President  of  the  convention 
is  Mr.  Bruce  Gray,  and  moderator 
of  the  union  meeting  is  the  Rev. 
Curtis  Jones.  The  public  is  cordially 
invited  to  attend  these  important 
meetings. 


Friendship  Church  to  Host 
Western  S.S.  Convention 

The  Second  District  Sunday  School 
Convention  of  the  Western  Conference 
will  convene  with  Friendship  Free 
Will  Baptist  Church  near  Middlesex, 
Saturday  evening,  September  28.  The 
convention  theme  will  be  "Evan- 
gelism," with  Scripture  taken  from 
Matthew  28:19,  20.  The  program  is 
as  follows: 

7:30- -Song  Service,  Friendship  Sun- 
day School 
--Devotions,  the  Rev.  Jack  Bur- 
nett 

--Welcome,  Weldon  Trippett 
--Response,  Mrs.  Louise  Peland 

-  -  Appointment  of  Committee 
--Report  of  Home  Missions,  the 

Rev.  Ray  Wells 
--Offering  for  Home  Missions 
--Program,   Friendship  Sunday 

School 

--Business  Session,  the  Rev. 
Lester  Duncan,  President, 
Presiding 

-  -  Reports  of  Committees 

-  -  Awarding  of  Banner  and  Trophy 

-  -  Adjournment 


Palmer  Memorial  Church 
Revival  Services 

The  Palmer  Memorial  Free  Will 
Baptist  Church,  3707  Garner  Road, 
Raleigh,  announces  revival  services 
for  the  week  of  October  7-11.  The 
Rev.  C.  F.  Bowen  of  Wilson  will  be 
visiting  evangelist .  Services  will  be  - 
gin  each  evening  at  7:30,  featuring 
good  preaching  and  special  music 
each  evening.  The  public  is  cordially 
invited  to  attend. 


Fall  Revival  Services 
At  Piney  Grove  Church 

The  Piney  Grove  Free  Will  Baptist 
Church  at  Albertson  announces  its  fall 
revival  for  the  week  of  September 
30- -October  5,  beginning  each  evening 
at  eight  o'clock.  The  church's  pastor, 
the  Rev.  Gurney  Chase  of  Kinston,  will 
be  doing  the  preaching.  There  will  be 
special  music  rendered  each  evening 
as  follows:  Monday, the  Hardy  Broth- 
ers; Tuesday,  Jackson  Heights  Quar- 
tet; Wednesday,  Rosewood  Trio; 
Thursday, the  Miles  Family;  Friday, 
Dorene  Edna,  and  Carol;  Saturday, 
the  Harmony  Quartet. 


The  pastor  and  the  church  membei 
ship  cordially  invite  the  neighborii 
churches,  friends, and  former  men 
bersto  attend  and  to  pray  that  God  wi 
bless  in  the  meeting  and  many  sou] 
will  be  won  for  Christ. 


Fall  Revival  at  Ormondsville  Chur 
Sept.  30- -Oct.  4 


Fall  revival  services  are  schedi 
for  the  Ormondsville  Free  Will  Bi 
tist  Church,  Route  1,  Ayden,  the  w»| 
September  30 --October  4.  Servi; 
will  begin  each  evening  at  7:30  I 
the  Rev.  C.  L.  Patrick  of  Walstonbt 
as  the  guest  speaker.  The  past' 
the  Rev.  Clifton  Rice,  will  be  assisf 
in  the  services.  Along  with  I 
preaching  from  God's  Word,  spe 
music  will  be  rendered  each  even. 

The  pastor  and  the  church  memb 
ship  extend  to  everyone  a  warm  i 
tation  to  attend  all  these  services; 
possibly  can,  and  to  be  much  in  pra 
for  the  success  of  the  meeting. 


Fifth  Union  and  Sunday  School 
Convention,  Bethel  Church 

The  Fifth  Union  Meeting  end  Sui 
School  Convention  of  the  Eastern  C 
ference  will  convene  with  the  Be 
FreeWill  Baptist  Church  of  Whort 
ville,  Saturday  and  Sunday,  Septei 
28,  29.  In  each  there  will  only 
morning  service  as  follows: 

Union  Meeting 
Saturday,  September  28 

10:00- -Opening  Hymn 

--Welcome,  the  Rev.  James 

Howard,  Host  Pastor 
--Response,  Mr.  VauseGas 

-  -  Hymn 

--Devotions,  Mr.  Bobby  J 

-  -  President's  Remarks,  the 

Billy  Twiddy 
--Offering  j 
--Roll  Call  of  Ministers  am 

ficers 

--Appointment  of  Commii 
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--Receiving  of  Church  Reports 
--Committees  Retire  to  Get  Re- 
ports 

--Reports  of  Denominational  En- 
terprises 
--Business  Session 
--Reports  of  Committees 
--Reports  of  Committees 
--Special  Music,  Host  Church 
--Obituary  Report 
--Hymn 

--Message,  the  Rev.  Joseph 
Moore; Alternate,  the  Rev.  Joe 
Edwards 

-  -  Closing  Hymn 
--Benediction 

:  00 --Lunch 

Sunday  School  Convention 
Sunday,  September  29 
Theme:    "In  the  Midst  of  Change" 
:00- -Opening,  Mr.  Charles  Mason, 
President 
--Prayer,     the     Rev.  James 
Howard,  Host  Preacher 

-  -  Hymn 

--Welcome,   Superintendent  of 

Host  Sunday  School 
--Response,  Mr.  J.  T.  Wilson, 
Juniper  Chapel 
:  15 --Recognition  of  Pastors,  Del- 
egates, and  Officers 
: 20 --Convention  Offering 
:25- -Sunday  School  Lesson,  Mr. 
Wesley  Mtoris 
'  : 50 --Program,  Host  Sunday  School 
1  :05- -Business  Session: 

Nominating    Committee  Ap- 
1  pointed 
s         Minutes  Read 

Treasurer's  Report 
Presentation  of  Awards 
"  :15- -Denominational  Reports: 

Report  of  Camp  Vandemere, 
Carroll  Hawkins 
1  :25- -Special  Music,  "TheNewCal- 
;         vary  Singers, "Juniper  Chapel 
--Special  Music,  "The  Singing 
Phillips  Family" 
t: 55 --Adjournment,   the  President 


i  pur  in  Christ  Quartet 
( t  Union  Chapel  Church 

i  The  Four  in  Christ  Quartet  of  New 
1  era  will  present  a  program  of  gospel 

ii  [usic  at  the  Union  Chapel  Free  Will 
i  frrtist  Church,  Route  1,  Middlesex, 

iinday  afternoon,  September  29,  at 
to  o'clock.  The  pastor,  the  Rev. 
alton  E.  Parrish,  and  the  church 
lembers  extend  to  everyone  a  cordial 
elcome  to  attend  this  gospel  sing. 

ii 

orman  Ard  to  Conduct 
s  iveet  Gum  Grove  Revival 
1  The  Rev.  Norman  Ard  of  Pink  Hill 
Mill  be  the  guest  minister  for  revival 
e  ervices  at  the  Sweet  Gum  Grove  Free 
[rill  Baptist  Church,  Route  1,  Stokes, 

eginning  Monday  evening  September 
it),  and  continuing  through  Saturday 
fvening,  October  5.  The  pastor,  the 
lev.  Andrew  Till,  will  be  assisting  in 


the  services  which  will  begin  each 
evening  at  7:30.  There  will  be  special 
music  each  night  and  the  public  is 
invited  to  attend. 


Homecoming  Services  at 
May's  Chapel  Church 

The  May's  Chapel  Free  Will  Baptist 
Church,  Dudley,  will  hold  its  annual 
homecoming  on  Sunday,  September  29, 
with  the  Rev.  Norman  Ard,  a  former 
pastor,  bringing  the  message.  Fol- 
lowing the  worship  service,  a  picnic 
lunch  will  be  served  by  the  church. 
An  afternoon  program  of  gospel  sing- 
ing has  been  planned. 

The  pastor,  the  Rev.  Billy  Jordan, 
and  the  church  membership  extend  a 
warm  welcome  to  all  former  pastors, 
members,  and  friends  to  attend  and 
enjoy  the  Christian  worship  and  fel- 
lowship. 


Smith's  New  Home  Revival 
Now  in  Progress 


On  Monday  night,  September  23, 
following  homecoming  on  the  twenty - 
second,  evival  services  began  at 
Smith's  New  Home  Free  Will  Baptist 
Church,  Route  1,  Deep  Run,  which  will 
continue  throughout  the  week.  The 
Rev.  Clyde  Cox  is  the  visiting  min- 
ister. The  pastor,  the  Rev.  Bobby 
Harrell,  is  assisting  in  the  services 
which  begin  each  evening  at  7:30. 
Special  music  is  also  being  rendered. 

Mr.  Cox  is  a  well-known  and  in- 
spiring evangelist  as  well  as  a  tal- 
ented musican.  The  pastor  and  the 
church  congregation  invite  all  who 
can  to  attend  the  remainder  of  these 
services.  Also  to  be  much  in  prayer 
that  souls  will  be  saved  and  Christ- 
ians drawn  closer  to  God. 


Saint  Mary's  Grove  Church 
To  Observe  Homecoming 

Homecoming  services  will  be  ob- 
served at  Saint  Mary's  Grove  Free 
Will  Baptist  Church,  Route  3,  Benson, 
on  Sunday,  October  6.  The  pastor,  the 


Rev.  R.  H.  Jackson,  will  bring  the 
homecoming  message  during  the  wor  - 
ship  hour.  A  picnic  dinner  will  be 
served  in  the  activity  building  of  the 
church.  A  program  of  gospel  singing 
and  talks  by  former  pastors  has  been 
planned  for  the  afternoon. 

The  pastor  and  the  church  members 
extend  a  cordial  invitation  to  all  for- 
mer members,  former  pastors,  and 
friends  to  attend  these  services. 


Albemarle  Union,  League,  and 
S.S.  Convention  at  Plymouth 

The  Albemarle  Union  Meeting, 
League  Convention,  and  Sunday 
School  Convention  will  meet  with 
the  Plymouth,  North  Carolina,  Free 
Will  Baptist  Church  on  Saturday  and 
Sunday,  September  28  and  29,  with) 
only  a  morning  session  for  the  Union 
and  Sunday  School  Convention.  The 
program  for  each  is  as  follows: 
Union  Meeting 
Saturday,  September  28 

10:00-  -Devotions,  the  Rev.  John  Owens 
10:10- -Welcome,  Mr.  Charles  Spruill 
Sr. 

-  -  Response,  the  Rev.  Robert  May 
10:15- -Moderator's  Address,  the  Rev. 

Charlie  Overton 
10:20- -Roll  Call  of  Ministers 

--Recognition  of  Visiting  Minis- 
ters 

--Roll  Call  of  Churches 
10:45- -Offering  for  Denominational 
Enterprises 

-  -  Announcements 

11:05-  -Report  of  Children's  Home,  via 
Literature 

-  -  Report  of  Mount  Olive  College, 

via  Literature 
--Report  of  Press  Foundation, 

via  Literature 
--Report of  Cragmont Assembly, 

via  Literature 
11:20- -Reading  of    Minutes  of  Last 

Union  for  Information 

-  -  Report  of  Treasurer 

-  -  Other  Business 
--Announcements  of  Next  Union 

11:30- -Minutes  Read  and  Approved 
11:35- -Morning  Worship; 
Hymn 

Special  Music,  Host  Church 
Message,   the  Rev.  Marvin 
Waters 
Benediction 
12:30- -Adjournment  and  Lunch 


League  Convention 
Saturday  Evening 

7:30- -Devotions,  Mr.  Martie  Miller 
7:40-  -  President's  Message,  Mr.  Loyd 
Jones,  Jr. 
--Appointment  of  Digest  Com- 
mittee 
-  -  Offering 

--Roll  Call  of  Leagues 
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--Sword  Drill 

-  -  Hymn 

--Recognition  of  Ministers 

-  -  Announcements 

--Special   Music,   Host  League 

-  -  League  Program 

-  -  Minutes  of  Last  Convention 
--Business  Period 

-  -  Report   of  Digest  Committee 
--Awarding  of  Banners  and  Pic- 
tures 

--Treasurer's  Report 
9:00--  Adjornment 

Pianist,  Mrs.  Lucy  Jones 

Sunday  School  Convention 
September  29 

9:45- -Devotions,  Mr.  Lyn  Jones 
9:55- -Welcome,  Judy  Alligood,  Sun- 
day School  Superintendent 
--Response,  Mr.  Isaac  Furlough 
10:00- -President's    Message,  Mr. 

Bobby  Phelps 
10:05- -Sunday   School  Lesson,  Mr. 

Charles  Spruill  Jr. 
10:30- -Enrollment  of  Ministers 

--Recognition  of  Visiting  Min- 
isters 

--Roll   Call   of  Churches  and 
Delegates 

-  -  Bringing  Reports  and  Receiv  - 

ing  Blanks 

-  -  Announcements 

-  -  Offering  for  Children's  Home 
--Offertory  Prayer 

10:55- -Minutes  of    Last  Convention 
--Read  for  Informantion 
--Treasurer's  Report 

-  -  New  Business 

--Reports  of    Literature  and 
Denominational  Enterprises 

--Minutes  Read  and  Approved 
11:55- -Morning  Worship: 

Special  Music,  Host  Sunday 
School 

Message,  the     Rev.  Earl 
Minchew 
Benediction 
12:30- -Adjournment  and  Lunch 


RECEPTION  HONORING 
THE  REV.  AND  MRS.  C.  F.  BOWEN 


FOR  ALL  YOUR 


PRINTING  NEEDS 


Contact: 
F.  W.  B  PRESS 
811  N.  Lee  St.-P  O.  Box  158 
Ay  den.  V  C  2S513 


A  reception  honoring  the  Rev.  and 
Mrs.  C.  F.  Bowen  on  the  occasion  of 
Mr.  Bowen 's  retirement  as  pastor, 
was  held  Sunday  afternoon,  September 
8,  from  three  until  five  o'clock,  in 
Fellowship  Hall  of  the  First  Free  Will 
Baptist  Church  in  Wilson.  Thiscom- 
pleted  nearly  twelve  years  of  service 
Mr.  Bowen  has  rendered  to  the  Wilson 
church. 

The  guests  were  greeted  at  the  re- 
ception by  the  chairman  of  the  Board 
of  Deacons  and  his  wife,  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Roman  Lucas. 

On  this  date,  prior  to  the  reception, 
during  the  morning  worship  service, 
the  congregation  presented  to  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Bowen  a  gift  of  cash.  At  the  re- 
ception they  were  also  remembered 
with  an  antique  shelf  clock. 

Upon  their  arrival  at  the  reception, 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Bowen  were  greeted  by 
the  reception  committee:  Miss  Alane 
Vester,  Mrs.  Ashton  Wiggs,  Mr. 
Melvin  Beaman,  and  Mrs.  Charles 
Sullivan.  The  committee  presented 
Mrs.  Bowen  with  a  white  orchid 
corsage  and  Mr.  Bowen  a  white 
boutonniere. 

Miss  Vanessa  Beaman  and  Miss 
Teresa  Murray  presided  at  the  guest 
register,  and  piano  music  was  pro- 
vided during  the  afternoon  by  Mrs. 
Sandra  Pearson. 

The  refreshment  table  was  covered 
with  a  large  arrangement  of  Rover 


mums,  yellow  roses,  pink carnationsS 
yellow  and  white  pompoms,  gladioli 
and  Baker  fern.  A  beige  linen  cloth' 
covered  the  table  where  chicken  salac 
in  pattie  shells,  cheese  straws,; 
mints,  nuts,  and  lemon  lunch  wem 
served  from  silver  appointments^ 
Mrs.  Kathleen  Pipkin  and  Mrs.  Den-i 
nis  Boykin  alternated  in  serving 
punch. 

Others  assisting  in  serving  wenj 
as  follows:  Mrs  Richard  Murray 
Mrs.  Dexton  Cooke,  Mrs.  RoyceMat-j 
thews,  Mrs.  Quentin  Fulghum,  Mrs< 
Robert  Lamm,  and  Miss  Shirley  Rostj 
Davis. 

The  following  young  people  also  as -j 
sisted  in  the  serving:  Phyllis  Bea- 
man, Toni  Murray,  Joy  Creech,  Laurj| 
Dicker  son,  Ann  Parsons,  Donna  FuL 
ghum,  Cathy  Cooke,  Susan  Matthews, 
Cingy  Suggs,  Randy  Baker,  arid  Gar; 
Starling,  Eddie  Skinner,  and  Randj 
Fulghum. 

Smaller  floral  arrangements  sim 
ilar  to  the  one  on  the  main  table  wen 
used  on  the  piano  and  at  the  register 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Bowen' s  son  am 
daughter-in-law,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Jef 
Bowen  of  Greensboro,  were  present 
for  the  occasion. 

Other  out-of-town  guests  wen 
from  Goldsboro,  New  Bern,  Nash- 
ville, Raleigh,  Greenville,  and  Wals 
tonburg. 

(Continued  on  Page  15) 


10 


THE  FREE  WILL  BAPTIS' 


The 


Unmitigated 


by  the  Rev.  R.  P.  Harris 


JOHN  THREE  SIXTEEN 


Scriptural  Basis:  "All  scripture 
given  by  inspiration  of  God,  and  is 
rofitable  for  doctrine,  for  reproof, 
jr  correction,  for  instruction  in 
ighteosness:  That  the  man  of  God 
lay  be  perfect,  throughly  furnished 
nto  all  good  works"  (2  Timothy  3: 
6,  17). 

LEANING  IN  GOD'S  WORD  BRINGS 
JOY  UNSPEAKABLE 

When  a  person  first  begins  serious - 
/  to  read  and  search  God's  Word  he 
'lay  become  frightened.  There  are 
!iany  frightening  things  for  the  sinner 
3  understand  and  he  needs  to  come  to 
trips  with  them. 

A  missionary  lost  some  pages  from 
lis  Bible  in  a  heathen  land.  A  native 
jnd  his  wife  came  across  one  of  the 
lages  which  contained  the  Golden 
fext  of  the  Bible,  John  3:16.  When 
he  husband  first  began  to  read  the 
tage  he  became  frightened  and  said  to 
[is  wife,  "Hey,  according  to  those 
vords  we  are  lost!"  As  he  contin- 
ued to  read  he  came  to  the  verse, 
John  3:16.  Then  with  a  loud  shout 
le  cried,  "Hey  wife,  according  to  the 
lords  we  may  be  saved!  "  He  con- 
knued  to  read  aloud  and  his  wife 
istened  with  much  seriousness, 
fhen  they  both  confessed  their  sins 
?nd  were  saved  and  filled  with  great 
by.  Following  this  the  couple  be- 
fan  to  seek  the  missionary  who  had 
lost  the  pages  from  his  Bible.  When 
hey  found  him,  they  became  very 
'aithf  ul  witnesses  for  the  Lord  and  led 
ijfiany  to  Christ  themselves. 

Christians  have  real  joy  in  their 
I  puis  when  they  come  to  realize  that 
i|esus  saves.  This  joy  is  so  great  and 
Id  wonderful  to  them  that  they  want 
lb  share  it  with  others. 
I  To  be  delivered  from  sins' bondage 
pd  to  be  free  in  Christ  is  indeed 
i leal  joy  filled  with  glory.  Sin  binds 
pe  to  Satan,  and  all  that  is  sin- 
ul  is  ugly.     Only  Christ  can  set 


by  Mrs.  CD.  Clark 
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The  above  puzzle  is  somewhat  different  from  the  others  we  have  pub- 
lished. The  letters  in  the  block  above  contain  the  Golden  Text  of  the 
Bible.  You  are  to  circle  each  word  in  this  verse  of  Scripture  along  with 
the  reference.  Again  the  words  may  read  vertically,  horizontally,  or  di- 
agonally, and  may  be  spelled  forwards  or  backwards.  The  verse  of 
Scripture  is  as  follows:  "For  God  so  loved  the  world,  that  he  gave  his 
only  begotten  Son,  that  whosoever  believeth  in  him  should  not  perish,  but 
have  everlasting  life"  (John  3:16). 


us  free  from  the  bondage  of  sin, 
and   in  Him   we  are  free  indeed. 

Christians  who  are  free  in  Christ 
have  unspeakable  joy  because  of  their 
temporal  blessings.  (Read  Joel  2: 
23,  24.)  In  these  verses  God  promises 
real  blessings  and  prosperity  to  all 
who  obey  Him  and  live  in  obedience 
to  His  commandments.  He  promises 
good  health  along  with  a  fruitful  her- 
itage. 

God's  blessings  are  so  great  and 
numerous  that  is  is  hard  to  stop 
praising  Him  with  all  our  heart.  In 
fact,  it  is  impossible  to  cease  prais- 
ing and  adorning  God  for  His  wonder- 
ful blessings  and  protection. 

The  Christian  has  unspeakable  joy 
because  of  the  Lord's  presence  with 
him.  This  is  why  he  wants  to  walk 
with  the  Lord  everyday.  He  dares 
not  go  anywhere  if  Jesus  will  not  go 
with  him.  He  knows  that  the  Lord 
will  not  go  with  him  in  the  ways  of 
sin.  The  Christian  who  really  loves 
the  Lord  will  stop  and  think  before 


he  goes  anywhere  or  attempts  to  do 
anything  where  there  is  doubt  about 
its  being  God's  will  for  him. 

When  we  are  in  the  presence  of  our 
Lord  we  will  give  special  attention  to 
how  we  dress,  how  we  eat  or  drink, 
how  we  talk,  and  how  we  walk.  To 
enjoy  Christ's  presence  means  that 
we  will  honor  and  worship  Him.  We 
will  give  to  the  support  of  the  church 
and  her  program  generously.  We 
will  honor  our  pastor  and  all  other 
Christian  members  in  our  church. 

The  blessings  that  come  to  us  as 
we  search  God's  Word  are  indeed 
unspeakable  and  full  of  glory! 

****** 
LIFE 

Nature  gives  to  every  time  and  sea- 
son some  beauties  of  its  own;  and  from 
morning  to  night,  as  from  the  cradle 
to  the  grave,  is  but  a  succession  of 
changes  so  gentle  and  easy  that  we 
can  scarcely  mark  their  progress. 
--Charles  Dickens. 
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ST.  CLAIRE  BIBLE  CLAS^) 
THE  SUNDAY  /c 
SCHOOL  LESSON^ 


FOR  OCTOBER  6 


THROUGH 

RESPONSIBLE 
LEADERS 

Lesson  Text:  2  Samuel  7:8-10,  21-29 
Memory  Verse:  2  Samuel  7:22 

I.  INTRODUCTION 

Our  lesson  for  today  deals  with  that 
period  in  Israel's  history  when  David 
became  king.  With  the  possible  ex- 
ception of  Moses,  there  is  no  man  in 
Jewish  history  who  has  been  so  re- 
vered by  his  people  in  his  own  day  and 
throughout  posterity  than  David.  Even 
the  Lord  made  reference  to  him  as  a 
man  after  His  own  heart.  Though 
David  was  human  and  subject  to  the 
frailties  of  human  nature,  he  had  one 
redeeming  characteristic;  he  was  a 
man  who  put  his  trust  in  the  Lord 
God  of  Israel  and  was  always  ready  to 
repent  of  any  mistake  or  evil  which  he 
had  done  and  dedicate  himself  anew 
to  the  service  of  God. 

David  not  only  revered  and  sought 
to  follow  the  Lord  himself,  but  he 
made  full  use  of  his  office  as  king 
over  Israel  to  influence  the  people 
to  do  likewise;  thus,  more  lasting 
good  was  accomplished  during  his 
reign  than  during  the  reign  of  any 
other  king  in  Israel.  In  fact,  his 
reign  became  the  model  by  which 
all  others  were  judged. 

Ancient  Israel  at  the  end  of  Saul's 
reign  and  the  anointing  of  David 
as  king  is  the  setting  for  today's  les- 
son. 

The  purpose  of  today's  lesson  is 
to  show  the  great  advantage  of  a  na- 
tion having  rulers  who  respect  and 
serve  God's  will  for  their  people. -- 
The  Teen -Age  Teacher  (F.  W.  B). 

n.  HINTS  THAT  HELP 

A.  God's  covenant  with  David 
proves  two  things:  (1)  There  are 
promises  that  are  unconditional  and 
there  promises  that  are  conditional; 
and,  (2)  God  is  not  through  with  the 
Jews.  God  made  this  promise  to 
David  without  making  any  demands 
on  him,  but  sometimes  God  makes 
promises  that  are  conditioned  upon 


what  man  does.  This  covenant  prom- 
ised David  that  his  house  would 
reign  forever.  This  means  that  God 
is  not  through  with  the  Jews,  but 
still  has  His  hand  upon  them  in  an 
unusual  way. 

B.  A  people  can  rise  no  higher 
than  their  leadership.  David  was  a 
great  leader;  therefore,  Israel  had 
its  greatest  period  during  the  reign 
of  David. 

C.  What  are  some  of  the  qualities 
of  David  that  made  him  a  great  leader? 
First,  he  recognized  his  dependence 
upon  God.  Second,  he  had  great  com- 
passion and  concern  for  the  people 
whom  he  led.  Third,  he  knew  the 
people  that  he  led.  Fourth,  he  was 
concerned  not  only  about  himself,  but 
the  future  of  his  nation.  These  qual- 
ities of  leadership  will  lead  any 
people  to  have  a  great  history. 

D.  The  prayer  of  David  which  we 
studied  in  this  lesson  is  one  of  the 
great  prayers  of  the  Bible.  It  could 
serve  as  a  model  for  our  praying. 
This  prayer  contains  thanksgiving, 
praise,  and  petition.  These  things 
should  characterize  the  praying  of  all 
God's  people. 

E.  Two  great  needs  of  the  church 
today  are  more  and  better  leaders. 
We  need  more  men  who  will  respond 
to  the  call  of  God  as  leaders;  and,  we 
need  leaders  who  are  dedicated  to 
God  and  the  task  of  leadership  that 
He  gives  them. --The  Bible  Teacher 
(F.  W.  B.). 

III.     ADDITIONAL  TRUTHS 

A.  A  pastor  once  said  that  the 
most  frightening  aspect  of  hell  may  be 
seen  in  the  words  of  Abraham  to  the 
rich  man  in  hell :  "Son,  remember." 
An  intensified  memory  in  hell  may 
very  well  be  the  most  dreadful  of  all 
hell's  torments.  Think  of  the  leaders 
in  secular  life  God  has  called  to  per- 
sonal salvation  and  Christian  service, 
who  rejected  that  call  and  went  to 
hell.  Think  how  terrible  it  will  be 
for  them  always  to  remember  the 
chances  they  had  to  serve  God  and 
failed  to  do  so.  - -The  Advanced  Quar- 
terly (F.  W.  B.). 

B.  Visiting  a  children's  Sunday 
school  class  on  one  occasion,  I  listen- 
ed to  a  child  pray  with  the  simple  di- 
rectness so  characteristic  of  the 
young.  The  childprayed,  "God,  bless 


Mommy  and  Daddy.  Help  them  to  get 
along  better .  They  fight  about  money, 
and  our  house  is  not  happy.  God,  you 
want  them  to  be  happy.  Give  them  what 
they  need  because  you  can.  In  Jesus' 
name,  amen." 

I  think  we  can  learn  a  lesson  from 
the  young  regarding  our  prayers. 
Children  are  without  guile.  They  know 
nothing  of  the  facade  of  pride  that 
too  many  adults  erect,  which  keeps 
them  from  asking  God  for  what  they 
actually  need .  David  was  not  ashamed 
to  ask  for  a  blessing  because  he  knew 
God  wanted  to  give  it.  With  boldness, 
and  yet  with  humility,  he  prayed, 
"Thou  hast  promised  this  goodness 
unto  thy  servant." 

Every  promise  that  God  has  of fered 
to  us  is  ours  to  claim.  I  think  that 
Sunday-school  child  had  the  right 
prayer.  Trouble  at  home  needed  a 
blessing  from  God.  He  could  provide 
it,  and  the  direct  prayer  asked  for 
His  intervention.  It  is  praying  like 
this  that  gets  results. --W.  P. 

C.  In  Old  Testament  times,  God 
required  each  person  to  keep  His 
law,  yet  He  provided  responsible 
leaders  such  as  Moses  and  David. 
In  New  Testament  times  Jesus  ap- 
pointed apostles  who  were  inspired 
by  the  Holy  Spirit  to  lead  the  church 
in  its  beginning,  and  those  apostles 
directed  that  other  leaders  should  be 
chosen  for  later  times  (Titus  1:5-9). 

Like  any  other  group  of  people 
working  together,  a  church  needs 
leaders  who  will  set  a  straight  course 
between  the  rock  of  arrogant  tyran- 
ny and  the  whirlpool  of  uncertainty, 
and  who  will  hold  that  course  through 
every  storm.  It  is  no  easy  to  find 
such  men.  Some  who  want  to  lead 
are  already  on  the  rock  of  arrogance, 
and  so  would  never  be  able  to  lead 
well.  Some  who  are  able  to  lead 
prefer  to  hide  among  the  baggage  and 
evade  that  responsibility.  The  men 
needed  are  men  like  David,  men  who 
do  not  thrust  themselves  forward, 
but  answer  with  a  will  when  they  are 
called.  And  even  men  like  David  may 
have  to  be  set  back  on  course  some- 
times. Perhaps  that  is  why  the  Scrip- 
tures speak  of  elders,  not  just  one 
elder,  in  a  congregation. - -Standard 
Lesson  Commentary. 

D.  A  camper  spent  most  of  an 
afternoon  watching  a  tall,  lone  tree  at 
the  end  of  a  point  of  land  in  Wis- 
consin battle  against  a  severe  wind- 
storm. Frequent  gusts  of  wind  would 
exert  mighty  pressures  against  the 
tree,  threatening  to  topple  it.  The 
pine  would  yield  to  the  wind,  then  re- 
bound ,  ready  always  to  withstand 
the  next  onslaught. 

The  camper  walked  over  to  the  |i 
tree's  base  in  an  effort  to  determine 
if  the  roots  were  being  loosened  by  the 

(Continued  on  Page  15) 
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for  our  youth 


'SS 

THE  TWO 


la  S  AMUEL  awakened  early  one 
lijj  J  morning.  He  felt  excited. 
[or  pmething  was  going  to  happen,  but 
He  b  could  not  remember  right  away 
list  what  it  was.  He  sat  up  on  his 
;0(j  leeping  mat  and  looked  around  to 
jjjee  what  his  mother  was  doing. 
jjJi'hen  he  remembered! 
id  I  This  was  the  day  Mother  had 
ID.ijromised  to  take  him  to  market. 
.J  [he  was  going  to  sell  some  of  the 
,cj|oth  she  had  made  from  the  wool 
ieJf  their  sheep.  She  wanted  to  buy 
jjlbme  new  bowls.  She  was  already 
a,  j|i"eparing  to  go.  How  he  wished 
,lflje  could  buy  her  a  small  bowl 
m\>t  a  present. 

S!  i  Soon  they  were  on  their  way. 
mj jDo  you  think  David  will  come  to 
tyjliarket  with  his  father  today?"  Samu- 
el asked  his  mother.  "I  like  to 
jJatch  his  father  make  the  bowls 
jjltid  pitchers.  David  said  he 
cejtas  learning  how  to  make  them  too." 
eaj  "Perhaps  he  will  be  there  today." 
aiamuel's  mother  said.  "He  is  old 
albough  to  begin  to  learn  his  father's 
ie;|fade.  So  don't  expect  him  to  play 
.Ijfith  you  as  he  has  always  done  be- 
rdftre." 

M  Samuel  ran  ahead  when  they  were 
lajfear  the  marketplace.  David  had 
jjpme  with  his  father  and  Samuel  ran 
J(j  their  booth. 

.J  "See  the  little  bowl  I  made!" 
JBavid   held   up    a    beautiful  little 

pwl  as  soon  as  he  saw  Samuel. 
,'|Father    says    it  is  good  enough 
ip  sell.     If  anyone  buys  it  today  I 
'  iiay  have  the  money." 

i  "What  will  you  do  with  your 
"ikoney?"  Samuel  asked.  He  had 
','  ever  had  any  money  to  spend,  and 
„'»p  could  only  imagine  how  wonderful 
'  }  would  be  to  have  some.  If  he  only 
r  1  jad  some  now! 

j  "I  am  going  to  buy  a  new  table  mat 
,  j>r  Mother,"  David  answered  quickly. 
1  She  wants  one  and  I  have  already 
*  javed  almost  enough  for  it." 

"I  wish   I  could  buy  your  bowl 

pr  my  mother  because  that  is  what 


PRESENTS 

she  would  like  to  have,"  smiled 
Samuel.  "But  I  have  no  money, 
and  cannot  make  anything  to  sell," 
he  finished  sadly. 

"Let's  go  around  the  market- 
place," David  said.  "My  father  said 
I  might  if  any  of  my  friends  came." 

Samuel's  mother  always  let  him 
walk  around  while  she  was  visiting 
with  the  other  women  and  selling  and 
buying.  The  two  boys  stopped  and 
watched  the  carpenter  making  a  stool . 
Then  they  watched  the  mat  maker 
weaving  mats  from  palm  fronds. 
David  picked  out  the  one  he  wanted  if 
someone  bought  his  little  bowl. 

They  stopped  to  hear  the  old  story- 
teller tell  about  David  killing  the 
lion  and  about  the  boy  Samuel  who 
heard  God  calling  him.  He  always 
told  these  stories  when  David  and 
Samuel  came  because  he  knew  they 
liked  to  hear  ahout  these  men  who  had 
the  same  names. 

They  heard  a  commotion  near  the 
gate.  A  camel  train  was  stopping 
outside.  Very  few  of  the  long  camel 
trains  stopped  at  their  little  town, 
for  most  of  them  hurried  on  to  Jeru- 
salem. The  boys  ran  to  the  gate  to 
see  if  the  rich  merchant  was  coming 
into  the  marketplace. 

The  merchant  was  standing  just 
outside  the  gate.  As  the  two  boys 
came  to  the  gate,  he  motioned  for 
Samuel  to  come  near  him.  "Go  tell 
the  seller  of  raisins  and  figs  to  bring 
me  a  basket  of  them,"  he  directed 
as  he  tossed  a  coin  to  him.  Samu- 
el quickly  caught  the  money  and  ran 
to  the  raisin- and- fig  seller.  David 
followed. 

Samuel  explained  what  the  mer- 
chant wanted.  Old  Ephraim  smiled 
happily.  He  would  get  a  good  price 
and  sell  much  of  his  stock  of  fruit. 
Then  he  stopped.  "Who  will  keep 
my  booth  while  I  am  gone?" 

"I  will  stay  here,"  answered  Sam- 
uel. 

"You're  a  smalllad,"  OldEphraim 
said,  "but  I'm  sure  I  can  trust  a  son 


of  Josiah." 

He  loaded  up  a  large  basket  with 
his  best  fruit  and  went  to  the  gate. 

The  boys  stayed  at  the  booth  and 
Samuel  proudly  sold  several  small 
baskets  of  figs.  Soon  Old  Ephraim 
was  back. 

"He  bought  my  fruit  and  my  basket 
too,"  he  smiled.  "He  paid  me  much 
more  than  I  expected,  but  he  said  my 
fruit  looked  better  than  most,  and  he 
wanted  the  basket  to  carry  it  in.  Here 
is  a  coin  for  you  boys  to  say  thank  you 
for  helping  me." 

Samuel  looked  at  the  coin  which 
Ephraim  held  out.  He  wanted  it  so 
much.  He  glanced  at  David  who  was 
also  looking  at  it  longingly.  However, 
he  said,  "Thank  you  just  the  same, 
Ephraim,  but  you  see  the  rich  mer- 
chant gave  me  a  coin  for  coming  to 
tell  you.  We  could  not  take  another. " 

Old  Ephraim  laughed.  "Now,  that's 
what  I  call  honest.  I  want  you  to  have 
it  anyway.  I'm  sure  two  boys  can 
spend  another  coin  in  the  market!" 

The  boys  took  the  coin  and  thanked 
him.  They  walked  slowly  through  the 
market.  David  said,  "You  cannot 
earn  money  like  I  can.  You  take  my 
part  of  Old  Ephraim 's  money." 

"You  need  it  to  get  your  mother  the 
table  mat,"  Samuel  said  as  he  looked 
at  the  money.  Then  a  big  smile  came 
over  his  face.  "I  know  what  we  can 
do!  I  will  take  both  coins  and  buy 
your  bowl  for  my  mother.  Then  you 
will  have  enough  money  to  buy  the 
mat." 

"Oh,  Samuel!"  exclaimed  David. 
"What  a  wonderful  idea!" 

The  two  boys  raced  toward  the 
booth  where  David's  father  was  sell- 
ing bowls.  David's  bowl  was  still 
there.  Samuel  gave  David  the  coins 
as  he  tucked  the  present  for  his 
mother  under  his  arm.  Then  they 
raced  to  the  booth  of  the  mat  maker 
and  got  the  present  for  David's 
mother. 

"What  a  wonderful  market  day!" 
Samuel  said  and  David  agreed.  -- 
Canadian  Young  Soldier. 

HE  SPEAKS 

June  Stanton 

It  isn't  just  a  cold,  white  day 
When  snow  clouds  line  the  Milky  Way, 
For  God  is  there  and  speaks  to  all 
too; 

In  every  snowflake  He  lets  fall. 
God  speaks  when  winter  winds  blow, 
too; 

He  speaks  in  gray  cloud's  gentle  hue, 
And  then  at  night  when  stars  all  glow, 
He  speaks  to  say  He  loves  us  so. 

-Junior  Challenge. 
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SIDNEY  CHURCH  HONORS 
SUNDAY  SCHOOL  SUPERINTENDENT 


The  Sidney  Free  Will  Baptist 
Chruch  and  Sunday  school  of  Bel- 
haven,  North  Carolina,  recently 
paid  special  tribute  to  Mr.  Frank 
Daw  for  his  service  of  Sunday 
school  sprintendent  for  25  years. 
This  service  was  held  on  Sunday, 
September  1,  during  the  Sunday 
school  and  morning  worship. 

The  day's  activities  began  witn 
the  usual  opening  hymn  by  the 
Sunday  school.  This  was  followed 
witn  special  music  by  the  youth  cnoir. 
The  usual  Sunday  school  classes  were 
held.  During  the  closing  assembly 
for  Sunday  school  a  duet  was  render- 
ed by  Michelle  and  Robin  Burbage 
which   was  dedicated  to  Mr.  Daw. 

During  the  morning  worship,  Mrs. 
Zinkie  Ann  Jones  and  Miss  Veneisa 
Daw,  daughters  of  the  honoree,  sang 
a  special  song  for  their  father. 

At  the  noon  hour  the  church  and 
Sunday  school  members  enjoyed  a 
picnic  lunch  served  in  the  fellow- 
ship hall  of  the  church.  Special 
guests  for  the  occasion  were  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Daw;  their  daughters; 
son-in-law,  Don  Jones;  and  their 
granddaughter,    Amanda   Jo  Jones. 

Before  the  meal  was  served,  Mrs. 
Lucretia  Burbage  read  a  tribute  to 
Mr.  Daw  and  presented  him  with  a 
beautiful  black  onyx  ring  with  a  tiny 
gold  cross  inset.  This  presentation 
was  made  as  a  gift  of  love  from  the 
church  and  Sunday  school.  The 
incoming  superintendent,  Mr.  Lin- 
wood  Jones,  prayed  a  prayer  of  thanks 
for  the  life  of  the  retiring  superinten- 


dent and  his  many  years  of  service 
both  to  the  Sunday  school  and  the 
church.  He  also  offered  thanks  for  the 
food. 

The  following  is  the  tribute  as  read 
by  Mrs.  Burbage: 

"'He  hath  shewed  thee,  O  man, 
what  is  good;  and  what  doeth  the  LORD 
require  of  thee,  but  to  do  justly,  and 
to  love  mercy,  and  to  walk  humbly 
with  thy  God?'  (Micah  6:8). 

"In  speaking  of  Frank  Daw  as  a 
faithful  servant  of  the  Lord,  we  are 
reminded  of  the  verse  of  Scripture 
quoted  above.  Surely  God  has  shown 
him  what  is  good  and  in  return, 
Frank  has  done  justly  in  the  service 
of  his  Lord  through  love,  mercy, 
and  daily  walking  humbly  before  God. 

"In  the  23  years  Mr.  Daw  has 
served  as  superintendent  of  the  Sidney 
Sunday  school,  he  has  shown  forth 
humility  as  a  servant  of  God  through 
faithful  service.  The  times  he  has 
been  absent  have  been  very  few;  only 
when  he  was  led  by  the  Holy  Spirit  to 
serve  -elsewhere. 

"His  everpleasant  smile  as  he 
stood  behind  the  sacred  desk  each 
Sunday  morning  and  welcomed  the 
Sunday  school  members  and  visitors, 
giving  words  of  encouragement  in  ex- 
panding the  Sunday  school  through 
soliciting  more  members,  has  be- 
come a  part  of  the  Sunday  school 
program  and  will  be  greatly  missed 
by  each  of  us. 

"Another  of  Mr.  Daw's  attributes 
is  found  in  God's  Word:   'Let  nothing 


be  done  through  strife  or  vainglory! 
but  in  lowliness  of  mind  let  eacl! 
esteem  other  better  than  themselves! 
(Philippians  2:3).  This  has  been  hi; 
attitude  throughout  the  years  that  h< 
has  served  as  superintendent  of  th 
Sunday  school.  Many  times  he  ha: 
suggested  his  resignation  in  favor  o 
someone  else,  giving  as  his  reason 
that  someone  else  could  do  a  better  jol 
than  he  was  doing.  However,  througl 
God's  help,  the  Sunday  school  am 
church  always  decided  that  he  wa 
their  choice. 

"Now  that  the  time  (God's  appointei 
time)  has  come  for  us  to  accept  thr 
resignation  of  Mr.  Daw  as  super 
intendent ,  we  do  so  with  much  love  am 
gratitude  for  a  job  well  done.  Hi; 
Christian  influence  upon  the  church  a 
large  will  ever  be  an  inspiration  evei 
after   his   work  on  earth  is  done 

"May  the  love,  mercy,  and  peace  o 
God  ever  abide  in  his  heart  and  in  hi; 
home  to  keep  him  and  his  family  eve: 
active   in  the  work  of  the  Lord.' 

Respectfully  submitted, 
Sidney  Church  and  SundE 
School  Members 


Churches  and  Ministe 
Available 

(Note:  This  column  is  provided,  v8 
needed,  for  any  church  that  is  seeking! 
pastor  and  for  any  minister  who  is  seek! 
a  church  to  serve  and  would  like  to  g 
such  notice.  Please  send  the  necessary 
formation  to  the  editor  oi  "The  Free  V 
Baptist."  Each  notice  will  run  for  two 
sues  only.) 


The  Rev.  David  Hoke  annound 
that  he  is  interested  in  full -tin 
pastoral  duties  in  a  Free  Will  Baj] 
tist  church,  or  part-time  pastor' 
duties  that  may  be  of  use  to  1 
denomination.  Anyone  interested 
his  services  may  write  him 
205  West  Hill  Avenue,  Hillsboroug 
North  Carolina  27278;  telephone  (91 
732-3790. 

****** 

"SUFFER  LITTLE  CHILDREN  1 
COME" 

Dr .  Horatius  Bonar  said  concern 
the  spiritual  history  of  253  conve 
with  whom  he  was  familiar,  "Sa\ 
under  20  years  of  age,  138;  betwt 
20  and  30  years,  85;  between  30  £ 
40  years,  22;  between  40and50ye£ 
4;  between  50  and  60,  3;  between 
and  70  years,  1;  over  seventy  not  on 
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I  FAMILY  FIRESIDE 

(Continued  from  Page  4) 

i 

I     SATURDAY,  OCTOBER  5 

I  Scripture  Reading  -  -  Ecclesiastes 
13,4 

How  Old  Are  You? 
ge  is  a  quality  of  mind: 
you  have  left  your  dream  behind, 

If  hope  is  cold, 
you  no  longer  look  ahead, 
your  ambition  fires  are  dead  -  - 
Then  you  are  old. 

it  if  from  life  you  take  the  best, 
id  if  in  life  you  keep  the  jest, 

If  love  you  hold; 
i  matter  how  the  years  go  by, 
i  natter  how  the  birthdays  fly, 

You  are  not  old. 
- -Selected. 

Prayer  Thought 
Do  our  ambition  fires  wane  and  go 
t  when  we  encounter  some  work  of 
)d's  kingdom?  We  become  all  fired 
by  politics  and  civic  activities  but 
)mehow  religion  often  leaves  us 
)ld. 

fevotions  used  by  permission, 
light's  Master  Book  of  New  II- 
strations,  Eerdmans  Press.) 

Questions  &  Answers 

(Continued  from  Page  5) 

lat  believe"  (Corinthians  1:17-21); 
But  ye  shall  receive  power,  after 
at  the  Holy  Ghost  is  come  upon 
i  ju:  and  ye  shall  be  witnesses  unto 
ie  both  in  Jerusalem,  and  in  all 
idaea,   and  in  Samaria,  and  unto 
ie  uttermost   part   of  the  earth" 
icts  1:8);  "And  he  said  unto  them, 
o  ye  into  all  the  world,  and  preach 
•fie  gospel  to  every  creature.  He  that 
elieveth  and  is  baptized  shall  be 
aved;  but  he  that  believeth  not  shall 
s  damned"  (Mark  16:15,  16). 
In  obeying  the  gospel  one  of  neces- 
Lty  should  put  the  preaching,  bap- 
sm,  the  taking  of  the  Lord's  supper, 
id  the  washing  of  the  saints'  feet  in 
leir  proper  order.  All  of  these  have 
leir  place  in  the  economy  of  God. 
it  the  preaching  of,  hearing  of,  re- 
onding  to  the  gospel,  and  being  born 
gain  are  to  precede  baptism;  and  in - 
ants  would  not  measure  up  to  these 
[iandards  laid  down  in  the  Word  of 
|od.    We  know  of  none,  except  be- 
lievers  being   baptized   as  church 
ilembers,     but     truly    born -again 
"feople.     You  will  please  note  that 
v|elieving  on   Christ   was  required 
,aS  the  Philippian  jailer,  and  that  fol- 
''jWing  his  belief  Paul  baptized  him 
3i'tid  not  before.    "And  brought  them 
:ejit,  and  said,  Sirs,  what  must  I  do 
el;>  be  saved?  And  they  said,  Believe 
01  4  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ,  and  thou 


shalt  be  saved,  and  thy  house.  And 
they  spake  unto  him  the  word  of  the 
Lord,  and  to  all  that  were  in  his 
house.  And  he  took  them  to  the  same 
house.  And  he  took  them  the  same 
hour  of  the  night,  and  washed  their 
stripes,  and  was  baptized,  he  and 
all  his,  straightway"  (Acts  16:30- 
33);  "And  as  they  went  on  their  way, 
they  came  unto  a  certain  water:  and 
the  eunuch  said,  See,  here  is  water; 
what  doth  hinder  me  to  be  baptized? 
And  Philip  said,  If  thou believest  with 
all  thine  heart,  thou  mayest.  And  he 
answered  and  said,  I  believe  that 
Jesus  Christ  is  the  Son  of  God.  And  he 
commanded  the  chariot  to  standstill: 
and  they  went  down  both  into  the  water , 
both  Philip  and  the  eunuch;  and  he  bap- 
tized him"  (Acts  8:36-38).  The  infant, 
it  occurs  to  me,  would  not  be  capable 
of  such  a  complete  commitment  as 
was  made  by  either  the  jailer  or  the 
Ethiopian  treasurer. 

It  is  true  that  Jesus  said  and  it  is 
recorded  ."Whosoever  therefore  shall 
humble  himself  as  this  little  child, 
the  same  is  greatest  in  the  kingdom 
of  heaven.  And  whoso  shall  receive 
one  such  little  child  in  my  name  re- 
ceiveth  me"  (Matthew  18:4,  5);  but 
may  I  call  to  your  attention  to  the  fact 
that  nothing  is  even  hinted  concerning 
Christian  baptism.  Children,  women, 
and  even  prisoners  of  any  kind  that  are 
in  need  of  our  special  attention  should 
move  us  to  act  in  a  Christlike  manner 
in  their  behalf.  How  one  treats  pris- 
oners in  need  tells  how  that  one  is 
acting  in  behalf  of  Christ. 


are  in  a  stronger  Anchor.  Confidence 
in  the  Lord's  unfailing  presence  will 
keep  the  Christian  stable  despite,  the 
pressures  of  life.  -  -David  McCarthy. 


CHURCH  COLLEGE 
ADVANCEMENT 

(Continued  from  Page  6) 

Glenn  Lupton;  Juniper  Chapel, 
J.  T.  Wilson. 

Western  Conference- -Union 

Grove,  Russell  Corbitt;  Fre- 
mont Chapel,  Leon  (Buck)  Peele; 
Pleasant  Hill,  Mrs.  Zora  Bunn;  Lit- 
tle Rock,  Charles  Raper;  Marsh 
Swamp,  Fred  Boykin;  St.  Mary's, 
Mrs.  Kathy  Sullivan,  Mrs.  Mrytle 
Scott,  Mrs.  Betty  Farrell,  Mrs.  Ber- 
tha Edwards,  Mrs.  Harvey  Pittman, 
Mrs.  Kathy  Byrnes. 


Sunday  School  Lesson 

(Continued  from  Page  12) 

battering  assault.  Apparently  the 
roots  were  as  taut  and  solid  as  ever. 
The  roots  had  reached  down  under  a 
huge  rock,  and  this  anchor  enabled  the 
old  pine  to  successfully  resist  the 
elements. 

The  believer  may  be  subjected  to 
severe  storms  in  life,  but  his  roots 


RECEPTION  HONORING  THE  REV. 
AND  MRS.  C.  F.  BOWEN 

(Continued  from  Page  10) 

Good-byes  were  said  by  the  vice- 
chairman  of  the  Board  of  Deacons 
and  his  wife,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Alton 
Dickerson. 

The  Rev.  and  Mrs.  Bowen  are 
making  their  new  home  at  1213  South 
Tarboro  Street,  Wilson,  North  Caro- 
lina 27893. 


WESTERN  DISTRICT 
WOMAN'S  AUXILIARY 
CONVENTION 

The   Western   District  Auxiliary 
Convention  will  convene  with  the  Plea- 
sant Hill  Free  Will  Baptist  Church, 
Wayne  County,  on  the  Gurley  Dairy 
Road  between  North  Carolina  High- 
way 581  and  United  States  Highway 
70,  on  Wednesday,  October  2.  The 
theme   for   the   convention  will  be 
"Lovest  Thou  Me?"  with  Scripture 
from  John  21:15-17.    The  program 
is  as  follows: 
9: 15-  -Registration 
9:45- -Hymn  "My  Saviour's  Love" 
--Devotion,  Mrs.  Raymond  Sas- 

ser,  Stony  Hill  Church 
--Welcome,  Mrs.  Bobby  Bunn, 

Pleasant  Hill  Church 
--President's   Remarks,  Mrs. 
James  Joyner,  Kenly  Church 
10:15- -Hymn  "My  Jesus  I  Love  Thee" 
--Loving  Others  Through  Bene- 
volence,   Mrs.    Joe  Sasser, 
Piney  Grove  Church 
--Special  Music,  Mrs.  Wesley 
Matthews,  Mount  Zion  Church 
--Lovest  Thou  Me  in  Witnessing 
Mrs.  Mark  Taylor,  Calvary 
Church 
--Special  Mission  Offering 
ll:00--Hymn,  "I  Know  I  Love  Thee 
Better,  Lord" 

-  -  Convention  Offering 
--Special  Music  Mrs.  William 

Dale,  Spring  Hill  Church 
--Convention  Message,  the  Rev. 
Joe  Ingram,  Director  of  Fore- 
ign Missions 
12:00- -Lunch 
1:00- -Hymn  "He  Loves  Me" 

--Devotion,  Mrs.  Roy  Clifton, 

Mount  Zion  Church 
--Songs  and  Testimonies  from 
CragmontWoman's  Conference 

-  -  Love  Our  Youth,  Mrs.  Charles 

Sullivan,  First  Church, Wilson 
--Business  Session 

-  -  Closing  Hymn 

-  -  Benediction 
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LIBRARY 

MIKE  UNIVERSITY 
DURHAM,  N.  C. 


COM 


27703 


COMMENTARIES  ON  INTERNATIONAL  BIBLE 

LESSONS,    UNIFORM  SERIES 

(September,  1974,  through  August,  1975) 

INVALUABLE  AIDS  FOR  SUNDAY  SCHOOL  TEACHING 


Standard  Lesson   Commentary         (cloth)  $4.95 

(paper)  $3.95 

Higley  Commentary 

(kivar)  $3.95 

Peloubet's  Notes 

(cloth)  $4.95 

(paper)  $3.95 

Tarbell's  Teacher's  Guide 

(cloth)  $4.50 

Rozell's  Complete  Lessons 

(kivar)  $3.95 

Arnold's  Commentary 

(paper)  $3.90 

International  Lesson  Annual 

(paper)  $3.50 

Broadman  Comments 

(paper)  $3.25 

Points  for  Emphasis 

(large  type)  $1.95 

(regular  type)  $1.25 

The  above  commentaries  may  be  purchased  from  the  Ayden  Bible  and  Book- 
store or  any  of  the  branch  stores  at  Smithfield,  New  Bern,  and  Wilson. 
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Her  Daddy  has  been  accused  of  an 
assassination .  Can  she  possibly 

understand  ?  Have  you  ever 
assassinated  a  person  ? 

You  may  indeed  be  guilty  of  the  worst . 


THE  WORST  ASSASSINATION 

There  have  been  many  assassinations  recorded  in  the  annals  of  history,  and 
just  as  many  unrecorded.  Unless  one  is  particularly  prominent,  unless  he 
holds  a  political  office  of  consequence,  and  unless  his  position  is  such  as  to 
merit  special  notice,  he  probably  does  not  make  the  papers,  the  radio,  or 
television;  nor  does  he  merit  space  in  history  books,  if  assassinated.  On  the 
other  hand,  if  he  happens  to  be  the  head  of  a  government  or  some  powerful 
figure  or  some  big  name  who  enjoys  an  overabundance  of  publicity,  mouth-to- 
ear  communication- -and  every  other  means- -is  used  to  make  known  to  the 
general  public  (and  the  world  at  large)  the  dastardly  deed  which  took  his  life. 
Too,  at  least  one  column  or  page  in  a  history  book  or  encyclopedia  will  be 
given  him. 

Assassination  is  the  act  of  murdering  unexpectedly  and  treacherously, 
for  fanatical  reasons.  Most  of  us  studied  in  grade  school  the  account  of  Cae- 
sar's assassination  by  false  friends  and  the  account  of  Lincoln's  assas- 
sination by  the  actor,  John  Wilkes  Booth.  Lincoln's  assassination  was 
prompted  to  memory  with  the  truama  of  John  F.  Kennedy's  assassination 
in  1963  by  Lee  Harvey  Oswald.  Lincoln's  and  Kennedy's  murders  were 
peculiarly  similar  in  many  respects- -so  much  so,  in  fact  that  fortune- 
tellers and  professional  seers  capitalized  on  the  strange  turn  of  events. 
One  popular  "prophetess,"  who  has  a  large  following,  and  who,  according 
to  news  reports,  had  warned  Kennedy  that  he  should  not  go  to  Dallas, 
Texas  (the  scene  of  the  murder),  rose  to  even  greater  prominence  dur- 
ing the  time  of  the  assassination  and  its  investigation. 

Many  of  us  who  had  been  conditioned  to  expect  the  murder  of  figureheads 
or  important  personages,  but  who  had  never  experienced  the  actual  drama 
of  such  a  killing  and  who  had  given  little  consideration  to  the  probability  of 
such  happening  during  our  lifetime,  were  shocked  speechless  when  the 
newsflash  informed  us  that  "The President  has  been  shot!"  This  writer  was 
in  school  in  Atlanta  at  the  time,  and  he  remembers  well  the  hush  of  the 
crowd,  then  the  moans  of  disbelief  and  the  murmuring  wave  which  surged 
from  the  dining -hall  assembly  as  the  College  president  made  the  announce- 
ment. Cries  were  heard,  sighs,  and  then  silence  again,  as  many  fell  to 
their  knees  in  prayer.  In  was  incredible- -but  real --and  we,  who  were  not 
ready  to  accept  the  reality  of  such  a  thing,  had  difficulty  in  convincing 
ourselves  that  this  was  not  a  nightmare  which  would  flee  the  next  morning. 
Alas!  A  nightmare  it  was  -  -  but  a  real  one! 

Later,  when  we  were  almost  over  the  horror  of  Kennedy's  murder  and  the 
murder  of  his  accused  assassin  by  night-club  owner,  Jack  Ruby  (which  was 
aired  "live"  on  nationwide  television),  we  were  shocked  again  when  Martin 
Luther  King  Jr.  and  Kennedy's  brother,  Robert,  were  slain  while  still  in 
their  prime.  More  recently,  King's  mother,  while  seated  at  the  organ  in 
Ebenezer  Baptist  Church  in  Atlanta,  was  shot  and  killed  during  a  religious 
service.  She  was  the  innocent  victim  of  a  plot  to  kill  her  husband,  the  Rev. 
Martin  Luther  King  Sr.,  according  to  reports. 

Other  notables  have  been  killed  or  almost  killed  by  knives,  guns,  bombs, 
and  whatever;  and  though  the  gruesome  details  cause  many  to  shudder  when 
reminded  of  said  events,  we  nevertheless  have  learned  to  accept  the  unex- 
pected wherever  and  whenever.  No  one  is  really  safe,  and  we,  ourselves 
(however  insignificant  we  think  we  are),  may  very  well  find  ourselves  in  the 
firing  line. 

Now,  another  kind  and  more  widespread  type  of  assassination  is  worth 
discussing.  It  is  likely  that  each  of  us  will  experience  it  sometime.  This 
is  the  assassination  of  character  and/or  the  killing  of  one's  reputation. 
Granted,  there  is  a  decided  difference  between  reputation  and  character 
(as  the  usual  connotation  is  that  character  is  what  we  are,  while  reputation 
is  what  people  think  we  are).  Yet,  there  is  a  coalescence  of  both  in  all 
individuals. 

Numerous  individuals  have  been  shot  down  in  cold  blood  (and  by  hot 
gossip)  and  have  had  their  names  defamed  beyond  repair,  as  measured  by 
society's  standards.  Defamation  of  character  is  seldom,  if  ever,  deserved; 
and  certainly,  assassins  of  such  had  better  beware  lest  they,  themselves, 
suffer  the  same  fate. 

Killing  one's  body  is  bad  indeed,  but  is  it  not  possible  that  the  killing  of 
character  is  worse?  Sad  to  say  ,  all  to  often,  we  are  our  own  assassins; 
for,  another  can  kill  our  reputation,  but  we  ourselves  must  kill  our 
character,  if  it  is  killed  at  all.  Tradition  says  that  a  self-murderer 
cannot  enter  heaven.  We  will  not  argue  that  point,  but  if  we  destroy 
our  character,  that  is  another  matter  entirely;  and  we  shall  do  our- 
selves grave  harm  if  we  play  around  with  Satan's  weapons.  Regret- 
tably, we  find  ourselves  under  attack  daily.  "Et  tu,"  anybody? 
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THE  FREE  WILL  BAPTIS 


WHAT  MAKES  A 
SUNDAY  SCHOOL  CLASS  ? 

(This  article  was  written  by  the  Rev.  Jack  Burnett  and 
presented  to  Dr.  Allan  Sharp,  a  professor  of  religion  at 
Atlantic  Christian  College,  Wilson,  on  April  22,  1974. 
The  course  of  study  was  "Education  Work  of  the  Church." 
Mr.  Burnett  received  an  "A"  plus  for  this  article  which 
we  are  happy  to  share  with  our  readers  of  "The  Free  Will 


m Baptist.") 
ANY  people  have  asked,  "What  makes  a  Sunday 
school  class?"  To  this  question  there  have  been  as 
many  different  replies  as  there  have  been  people  making 
replies.  Still  there  is  no  one  pat  answer  that  will 
truly  satisfy  the  depth  of  this  question.  One  may 
claim  that  it  is  leadership  that  turns  an  unruly  group 
into  an  efficient  class  where  Christian  education  takes 
place.  Another  will  sight  the  material  used  as  the  source 
of  success  in  developing  a  program  of  Christian  educa- 
tion. Yet  another  will  tell  you  that  the  key  to  a  well 
organized  program  of  Christian  education  is  found  in 
the  way  the  faclities  are  arranged  anditilized.  Certain- 
ly no  one  can  dispute  these  replies;  however,  there  can 
be  many  valid  counter  arguments  to  any  one  answer. 
Thus  we  are  forced  to  the  conclusion  that  it  is  a  cooperate 
set  of  facts  that  comprise  the  answer.  The  first  fact 
that  must  come  to  the  forefront  of  any  discussion  on 
education,  either  religious  or  secular,  is  the  importance 
of  the  student.  Once  there  is  a  student,  then  comes  the 
need  for  a  teacher  to  teach,  the  material  that  is  to  be 
taught,  and  facilities  to  aid  and  assist  the  overall  pro- 
cess of  learning.  Once  these  four  prime  factors  have 
been  achieved,  then  the  class  for  the  purpose  of  Chirs- 
tian  education  will  not  have  to  be  made- -it  will  develop 
of  its  own. 

One  may  then  ask  which  of  these  prime  factors 
carries  the  greatest  weight?  The  analogy  of  the  chain 
that  is  no  stronger  than  its  weakest  link  may  be  used 
to  make  reply,  for  as  with  the  chain,  the  Sunday  school 
depends  on  each  link  or  prime  factor.  One  weakness 
j  seen  in  many  writings  dealing  with  religious  education 
seems  to  be  the  overlooking  of  one  of  these  vital  links; 
wflnamely,  that  of  the  pupil. 

The  pupil  may  be  very  young  or  he  may  be  a  person 
well  advanced  in  years.    He  may  come  from  a  back- 
ground of  affluence  or  he  may  come  from  a  social - 
economic  heritage  of  poverty.  But  regardless  of  back- 
ground, all  pupils  will  have  a  common  integer.  They 
ire  human  beings  that  have  feelings,  emotions,  andcer- 
ian  abilities  and  limitations.    When  these  factors  are 
cept  in  mind  the  pupil  becomes  more  than  just  a  warm 
jody  or  a  number  in  the  record  book.   If  "the  object 
)f  learning  is  not  knowledge  but  the  building  of  habits, 
'lfskills,  and  attitudes,"  '  as  suggested  by  J.  M.  Price, 
hen  the  characteristics  of  each  pupil  must  be  a  vital 
>art  of  the  development  of  the  Sunday  school .  Although 
tfr.  Price's  approach  tends  to  lean  more  to  the  concept 
*  )f  intdoctrination  than  education,  still  he  makes  a  valid 
)oint  on  the  idea  of  individual  differences  in  development. 
3ne  of  the  chief  objectives,  if  not  the  prime  objective 
yjnf  Christian  education,  is  that '  'each  individual  shall  know 
I'lrimself  as  a  child  of  God."2  This  can  only  be  achieved 
Uvhen  the  pupil  has  obtained  for  himself  the  experience  of 
Irust,  love,  and  commitment.   It  is  natural  that  a  child 
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of  preschool  age  cannot  be  expected  to  have  an  under- 
standing of  such  abstract  ideas.  It  is  therefore  neces- 
sary to  recognize  that  while  the  fellowship  of  Christian 
believers  does  not  draw  any  boundary  lines  as  to  age, 
each  age  grouping  does  have  special  needs  and  certain 
limitations.  Within  each  group  there  are  many  variables 
that  are  external  of  the  organized  program  of  Chris- 
tian education.  In  his  book,  The  Sunday  School  in  Action, 
Clarence  Benson  contrasts  the  ratio  of  hours  spent  in 
Sunday  school  to  the  hours  spent  in  public  schooling. 3 
In  addition  to  the  influence  of  the  public  school,  the  home 
life  of  the  individual  plays  an  important  part  in  the  way 
an  individual  will  respond.  If  in  his  home  Christian 
education  is  a  part  of  the  family  life,  he  comes  into  the 
church's  organized  program  of  Christian  education  with  a 
preconceived  value  of  the  worth  of  his  taking  part  in  that 
program.  If  he  encounters  no  religious  training  from  the 
home,  the  idea  of  any  meaningful  experience  taking 
place  in  the  Sunday  school  is  unlikely  unless  his  own  in- 
dividual needs  are  clearly  seen  and  met.  This  is  true 
for  the  adult  as  well  as  the  child. 

As  Christian  we  have  set  before  us  the  goal 
that  Christ  should  be  lord  of  our  hearts, 
bringing  every  act  and  thought  of  ours  into 
obedient  captivity.4 
Thus  each  student  must  be  seen  as  who  he  is,  where  he  is, 
and  what  his  needs  are  so  as  to  aid  him  in  achieving 
that  goal. 

The  responsibility  for  assisting  each  student  becomes 
the  task  of  the  human  teacher  working  with  the  divine 
Teacher  .  5  The  role  of  the  teacher  is  more  than  just  to 
be  present  each  Sunday  to  read  the  lesson  to  the  class. 
For  one  to  teach  requires  their  becoming  personally 
involved  with  each  pupil.  The  success  of  the  church 
school  depends  largely  on  the  interactions  of  teacher 
and  pupil.  Regardless  how  well  versed  a  person  is  on 
any  subject,  if  there  is  no  communication,  there  can  be 
no  learning.  This  communication  must  always  be  a  two- 
way  process  where  both  teacher  and  pupil  actively 
participate,  both  in  class  and  out  of  class.  To  achieve 
the  close  personal  relationship,  the  teacher  will  need  to 
visit  in  the  home  of  the  pupil  and  learn  something  of  the 
pupil's  personal  goals,  hopes,  and  background.  The 
teacher  will  find  it  most  rewarding  to  keep  close  follow- 
ups  on  pupil  absentees.  Besides  showing  concern  for  the 
welfare  of  each  member  of  the  class,  it  will  show  a 
commitment  and  belief  in  what  the  teacher  has  been 
teaching. 

One  of  the  greatest  pitfalls  that  any  teacher  can  fall 
into  is  that  of  overconfidence.  While  it  is  essential 
that  the  teacher  have  confidence  in  his  own  ability  to 
teach,  a  feeling  of  overconfidence  can  quickly  lead  to 

(Continued  on  Page  7) 
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Scripture  Reading- -Psalm  16:11 
Why  She  Was  Unconcerned 

An  aged  lady  left  Buffalo  by  boat  for 
Cleveland,  Ohio,  to  visit  a  daughter. 
A  terrible  storm  arose,  and  the  pas- 
sengers, fearing  death,  gathered  for 
prayer.  But  the  aged  lady  seemed 
quite  unconcerned.  She  sat  praising 
the  Lord.  Some  of  the  passengers 
after  the  storm  subsided,  became 
curious  to  know  the  reason  for  the 
old  lady's  calmness.  They  gathered 
around  her  and  asked  her  the  secret. 
"Well,  children,"  she  replied,  "it 
is  like  this.  I  had  two  daughters.  One 
died  and  went  home  to  heaven;  the 
other  moved  to  Cleveland.  When  the 
storm  arose,  I  wondered  which  daugh- 
ter I  might  visit  first,  the  one  in 
Cleveland  or  the  one  in  heaven,  and 
I  was  quite  unconcerned  as  to  which," 
--Wesleyan  Methodist. 

Prayer  Thought 

If  we  have  lived  a  life  that  is  such 
that  we  have  the  assurance  of  having 
an  eternal  home  with  God  we  shall 
not  fear  death.  We  shall  realize  it 
is  but  a  stop  over  on  our  journey  to 
heaven. 

MONDAY,  OCTOBER  7 

Scripture  Reading  -  - 1  Timothy  4: 10 
Somebody  Forgets 

A  little  fellow  in  the  slum  section 
of  a  large  city  was  induced  to  attend 
a  mission  Sunday  school,  andby-and- 
by  became  a  faithful  little  Christian. 
He  seemed  quite  settled  in  his  Christ  - 
ian  faith,  but  someone,  surely  in  a 
thoughtless  mood,  tried  to  test  or 
shake  his  simple  faith  in  God,  asking 
him,  "If  God  loves  you,  why  does 
He  not  take  better  care  of  you?  Why 
doesn't  He  tell  someone  to  bring  you 
shoes  and  a  warm  coat  and  better 
food?"  This  little  fellow  thought  a 
moment,  then  with  tears  starting  in 
his  eyes,  said,  "I  guess  He  does 
tell  somebody,  but  somebody  for- 
gets."--Selected. 

Prayer  Thought 

God  has  told  us  to  help  our  fellow - 


man.  He  regards  any  small  act  of 
kindness  as  having  been  performed 
for  Him.  He  stands  at  the  door  and 
knocks.  How  long? 


TUESDAY,  OCTOBER  8 

Scripture  Reading- -1  Kings  3:16- 

28 

It's  Best  to  Take  a  Stand! 

During  the  Civil  War,  it  is  said 
that  there  was  a  man  who  was  sym- 
pathetic to  both  sides.  He  lived, 
you  see,  in  a  borderline  state. 
Finally,  he  decided  that  he  would 
effect  a  compromise.  He  put  on 
a  mixed  uniform,  wearing  the  Con- 
federate gray  coat,  and  the  Union 
blue  trousers. 

All  went  well,  it  seems,  until 
he  became  engaged  in  a  hard -fought 
battle,  when  the  Federals  shot  him 
in  the  coat,  and  the  Confederates 
shot  him  in  the  trousers!  Now, 
here's  the  moral  of  this  highly 
improbable  story:  It's  best  not  to 
compromise.  It's  best  to  "stand 
up  and  be  counted!"- -W.  B.  Knight. 

Prayer  Thought 
This  particular  story  may  be  im- 
probable but  many  people  are  living 
an  entire  life  of  compromise.  Jesus 
does  not  care  for  lukewarm  Christ- 
ians. He  feels  we  are  either  with 
Him  or  against  Him.  What  is  your 
stand? 

WEDNESDAY,  OCTOBER  9 

Scripture  Reading- -Psalm  121 
Wesley's  Cow  Sermon 

One  day  John  Wesley  was  walking 
with  a  troubled  man  who  expressed 
his  doubt  as  to  the  goodness  of  God. 
He  said,  "I  do  not  know  what  I 
shall  do  with  all  this  worry  and 
trouble."  At  the  same  moment 
Wesley  saw  a  cow  looking  over  a 
stone  wall.  "Do  you  know,"  asked 
Wesley,  "why  that  cow  is  looking 
over  the  wall?"  "No,"  said  theman 
who  was  worried.  Wesley  said,  "The 
cow  is  looking  over  the  wall  because 
she  cannot  see  through  it.  That  is 
what  you  must  do  with  your  wall  of 
trouble- -look  over  it  and  avoid  it." 
Faith  enables  us  to  get  above  circum- 
stances and  look  to  Christ  who  is  over 
all,  blessed  forever.- -Wonderful 
Word. 


Prayer  Thought 
We  each  have  our  walls  of  trouble. 
In  fact,  we  build  these  walls  our- 
selves. Life  is  what  we  make  it. 
Pray  that  we  will  allow  God  to  make 
in  us  a  new  life:  a  life  pleasing  to 
Him. 


THURSDAY,  OCTOBER  10 

Scripture  Reading- -John  4:34 
With  God 

To  talk  with  God  no  breath  is  lost; 
Talk  on. 

To  walk  with  God  no  strength  is  lost; 
Walk  on. 

To  toil  with  God  no  time  is  lost; 
Toil  on. 

Little  is  much,  if  God  is  in  it; 
Man's  busiest  day  not  worth  God's 

minute. 
Much  is  little  everywhere 
If  God  the  business  doth  not  share.  So 
work  with  God,  then  nothing's  lost 
Who  works  with  Him  does  well  and 
most. --An  Old  English  Verse. 

Prayer  Thought 
With  God  taking  an  important  role 
in  our  lives  we  feel  a  surge  of  re juve- 
nation.  God  is  like  a  breath  of  Spring 
air,  refreshing  and  invigorating. 
Love  God,  love  your  fellowman,  and! 
you  cannot  help  but  be  loved  in  return.  ! 

FRIDAY,  OCTOBER  11 

Scripture  Reading- -John  15:12 
Our  Neighbors 

"Thou  shalt  love  thy  neighbor  as:' 
thyself"  (Matthew  19:19).  A 
gentleman  once  said  to  Dr.  Skinner, 
who  was  asking  aid  for  foreign  mis-' 
sions,  "I  don't  believe  in  foreign  mis-; 
sions.  I  won't  give  anything  except  to 
home  missions.  I  want  what  I  give  to 
benefit  my  neighbors." 

"Well,"  said  the  doctor,  "whomdci 
you   regard   as   your  neighbors?"! 

"Why,  those  around  me." 

"Do  you  mean  those  whose  lanci 
joins  yours?" 

"Yes." 

"Well,"  said  Dr.  Skinner,  hovi 
much  land  do  you  own?" 

"About  five  hundred  acres,"  wa&i 
the  reply. 

"How  far  down  do  you  own  it?"  in- 
quired the  doctor. 

"Why,  I  never  thought  of  it  before* 
but  I  suppose  I  own  half  way  through? ' 

"Exactly," said  the  doctor;  'I  sup 
pose  you  do,  and  I  want  this  money  fo:i 
the  Chinese- -the  men  whose  land 
joints  yours  at  the  bottom."  Ever 
Christian  should  say  in  a  higher  sens 
than  the  heathen  poet,  "I  am  a  mar 
and  nothing  human  i  s  f or eign  to  me . ' 
To  a  believer  in  Christ  all  men  ar 
neighbors.  -  -  Selected. 

Prayer  Thought 
Modern  transportation  and  com 
munication  have  brought  the  whol 
world  to  our  doorsteps.  There  i 
small  room  left  for  doubt  as  to  juj 
who  our  neighbors  are. 

SATURDAY,  OCTOBER  12 
Scripture  Reading- -Psalm  53:1 
The  Perfect  Squelch! 

(Continued  on  Page  15) 
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BIBLE 


QUESTIONS 

and 
ANSWERS 


Conducted  by  J.  P.  BARROW 
Route  1,  Box  475,  LaGrange,  North  Carolina  28551 


Question:  Have  all  biblical  proph  - 
ecies  been  fulfilled? 

Answer:    No!    There  are  certain 
prophecies   related  to   the  church 
and  the  church  age  yet  unfulfilled  and 
especially  is  this  true  of  those  mark- 
ing the  end  of  this  age.    God  says 
concerning  the  deposing  of  Israel 
as  a  nation:    "And  if  some  of  the 
branches  be  broken  off,  and  thou, 
being  a  wild  olive  tree,  wert  graft- 
ed in  among  them,  and  with  them 
partakest  of  the  root,  and  fatness  of 
the  olive  tree;  Boast  not  against  the 
branches.     But  if  thou  boast,  thou 
bearest  not  the  root,  but  the  root 
thee .  Thou  wilt  say  then ,  The  branch  - 
es  were  broken  off,  that  I  might  be 
graffed  in.    Well;  because  of  unbe- 
lief they  were  broken  off,  and  thou 
standest   by   faith.      Be  not  high- 
minded,  but  fear:  For  if  God  spared 
(j(j)not  the  natural  branches,  take  heed 
lest  he  also  spare  not  thee.  Behold 
therefore  the  goodness  and  severity 
of  God:  on  them  which  fell,  severity; 
but  toward  thee,  goodness,  if  thou 
continue  in  his  goodness:  otherwise 
i|thou  also  shalt  be  cut  off.  And  they 
also,  if  they  abide  not  still  in  un- 
belief, shall  be  graffed  in:   for  God 
is  able  to  graff  them  in  again.  For 
if  thou  wert  cut  out  of  the  olive  tree 
which  is  wild  by  nature,  and  wert 
re  graffed  contrary  to  nature  into  a  good 
olive  tree:     how  much  more  shall 
Jpiese,  which  be  the  natural  branches, 
fojpe  graffed  into  their  own  olive  tree: 
inlFor  I  would  not,  brethren,  that  ye 
erfshould  be  ignorant  of  this  mystery, 
■nsiest   ye   should  be   wise   in  your 
naJown  conceits;  that  blindness  in  part 
lets  happened  to  Israel,  until  the  ful- 
ar  pess  of  the  Gentiles  be  come  in. 
And  so  all  Israel  shall  be  saved: 
is  it  is  written,  There  shall  come  out 
3f  Sion  the  Deliverer,  and  shall  turn 
0  iway  ungodliness  from  Jacob:  For 
diol  ;his  is  my  covenant  unto  them,  when 
e  i  [  shall  take  away  their  sins"  (Romans 
,jj  11-17-27). 

C.  I.  Scofield,  in  the  original 
Scofield  notes,  sheds  light  on  the 
i)lace  of  both  Israel  and  the  church 
with  respect  to  Israel  as  a  nation 
low  scattered  and  out  of  the  will  of 


God,  and  the  church  still  God's 
medium  to  evangelize  the  world, 
found  on  bottom  of  Pages  1204- 
1206.  Due  to  lack  of  space  we  are 
not  able  to  print  these  notes,  but 
suggest  that  you  secure  a  Scofield 
Bible  and  read  these  selected  notes. 

Then  there  is  the  threat  given 
to  the  lukewarm  church  by  Jesus 
through  John  His  beloved  apostle, 
"I  know  thy  works,  that  thou  art 
neither  cold  nor  hot:  I  would  thou 
wert  cold  or  hot.  So  then  because 
thou  art  lukewarm,  and  neither  cold 
nor  hot,  I  will  spue  thee  out  of  my 
mouth.  Because  thou  sayest,  I  am 
rich,  and  increased  with  goods,  and 
have  need  of  nothing;  and  knowest  not 
that  thou  art  wretched,  and  miser- 
able, and  poor,  and  blind,  and  naked" 
(Revelations  3:15-17).  The  church 
members  need  no  longer  to  meet  by 
the  river's  edge  as  did  Paul,  Timo- 
thy, Silas,  and  Lydia  in  Philippi;  but 
instead  their  efforts,  including  money 
they  have  given,  are  being  utilized 
in  the  construction  and  maintenance 
of  magnificent  building  in  which  to 
worship  and  do  many  things  not  so 
honorable  as  worship.  The  mission- 
ary zeal  that  caused  Paul  and  his 
traveling  companions  to  go  into  Mace  - 
donia  and  pour  out  their  souls  in  the 
preaching  of  the  gospel  to  those  who 
had  never  heard  it  before,  with  the 
result  that  whole  households  as  well 
as  individuals  were  save  and  added 
to  the  church,  the  spiritual  body  of 
Christ,  is  almost  a  lost  art  among  the 
church  members  in  our  day. 

The  Bible  thus  describes  this  time 
of  spiritual  want  or  dirth  in  our  time: 
"This  know  also,  that  in  the  last 
days  perilous  times  shall  come.  For 
men  shall  be  lovers  of  their  own 
selves,  covetous,  boasters,  proud, 
blasphemers,  disobedient  to  parents, 
unthankful,  unholy,  Without  natural 
affection,  trucebreakers,  false 
accusers,  incontinent,  fierce,  de- 
spisers  of  those  that  are  good, 
Traitors,  heady,  highminded,  lovers 
of  pleasures  more  than  lovers  of 
God;  Having  a  form  of  godliness,  but 
denying  the  power  thereof:  from  such 
turn  away.  For  of  this  sort  are 
they  which  creep  into  houses, and  lead 


captive  silly  women  laden  with  sins, 
led  away  with  divers  lusts,  Ever 
learning,  and  never  able  to  come  to 
the  knowledge  of  the  truth"  (2 Timo- 
thy 3:1-7);  "Now  the  Spirit  speaketh 
expressly,  that  in  the  latter  times 
some  shall  depart  from  the  faith, 
giving  heed  to  seducing  spirits,  and 
doctrines  of  devils;  Speaking  lies 
in  hypocrisy;  having  their  conscience 
seared  with  a  hot  iron"  (1  Timothy 
4:1,  2). 

According  to  Bible  prophecy  Christ 
will  come  for  His  own,  snatching 
them  as  a  brand  from  the  burning, 
separating  them  from  the  evil,  and 
corrupt  visible  church  which  He 
will  leave  to  suffer  on  earth  dur- 
ing the  great  tribulation  with  un- 
regenerated  Israel.  "For  the  Lord 
himself  shall  descend  from  heaven 
with  a  shout,  with  the  voice  of  the 
archangel,  and  with  the  trump  of 
God:  and  the  dead  in  Christ  shall 
rise  first:  Then  we  which  are  alive 
and  remain  shall  be  caught  up  to- 
gether with  them  in  the  clouds,  to 
meet  the  Lord  in  the  air:  and  so 
shall  we  ever  be  with  the  Lord" 
(1  Thessalonians  4:16,  17);  "Let 
no  man  deceive  you  by  any  means: 
for  that  day  shall  not  come,  except 
there  come  a  falling  away  first,  and 
that  man  of  sin  be  revealed,  the  son  of 
perdition;  Who  opposeth  and  exalteth 
himself  above  all  that  is  called  God, 
or  that  is  worshipped;  so  that  he  as 
God  sitteth  in  the  temple  of  God, 
shewing  himself  that  he  is  God.  .  .  . 
And  now  ye  know  what  withholdeth 
that  he  might  be  revealed  in  his  time. 
For  the  mystery  of  iniquity  doth 
already  work:  only  he  who  now  letteth 
will  let,  until  he  be  taken  out  of  the 
way"  (2  Thessalonians  2:3,  4,  6, 
7). 

George  H.  Sandison  has  the  follow- 
ing to  say  on  Page  340  in  his  book, 
1000  Bible  Questions  Answered:  "All 
the  prophecies  have  not  yet  been  ful  - 
filled,  notably  those  that  refer  to  the 
restoration  of  the  Jews  and  other  far  - 
reaching  predictions  of  the  Old 
Testament  prophets.  The  Messianic 
prophecies,  especially  those  relating 
to  the  coming  of  the  kingdom,  are 
now,  commentators  hold,  in  process 
of  fulfillment.  The  gospel  has  not 
yet  been  preached  to  all  the  nations 
of  the  world.  There  are  parts  of 
Central  Asia,  some  parts  of  China, 
and  almost  all  of  Tibet,  together  with 
portions  of  Central  Africa,  the  Sahara 
tribes,  and  parts  of  South  America, 
still  unevangelized.  It  is  the  im- 
perative duty  of  the  church  of  Christ 
to  hasten  this  work,  which  Jesus  him- 
self laid  down  as  one  of  the  princi- 
pal tasks  of  His  followers." 

(Continued  on  Page  15) 
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Free  Will  Baptist  Children's  Home 

lf\W?X  "A  Christian  Home  for  Boys  and  Girls" 

MIDDLHSKX,  NORTH  CAROLINA  27557 
MR.  SAMMY  WEEKS,  Superintendent  -  Phone  (919)235-4079 


Religious  Contributions 

AUGUST,  1974 

Albemarle  Conference 

Hickory  Chapel  $  250.00 

Malachi's  Chapel  50.00 


Mt.  Tabor 

59.74 

Total 

$  359.74 

Blue  Ridge  Association 

Cedar  Hill 

$  38.00 

Cape  Fear  Conference 

Eastwood 

$  5.00 

Eastwood  Mission 

25.00 

Hopewell 

10.00 

Lee's  Chapel 

500.00 

Palmer  Memorial 

84.84 

Robert's  Grove 

520.00 

Shady  Grove 

50.00 

Smithfield  ,  First 

10.00 

Smyrna 

95.00 

Victory  Mission 

15.00 

Yelverton's  Grove 

343.64 

Total 

$  1,658.48 

Central  Conference 

Aspen  Grove 

$  286.00 

Ayden 

145.00 

Black  Jack 

75.00 

Community 

53.00 

Daniels  Chapel 

285.00 

Dilda's  Grove 

208.40 

Edgewood 

5.00 

Elm  Grove 

13.91 

Faith 

175.00 

Free  Union 

233.31 

Friendship 

80.98 

Greenville,  First 

10.00 

Howell  Swamp 

250.00 

Hull  Road 

28.00 

King's  Crossroads 

53.32 

LaGrange 

78.43 

Little  Creek 

55.00 

Fourth  Union 

120.98 

Third  Union 

50.00 

Owen's  Chapel 

50.00 

Peace 

33.50 

Reedy  Branch 

1,046.83 

Rocky  Mount 

25.00 

Winterville 

248,76 

Total 

$  3,610.42 

Eastern  Conference 

Antioch  $  240.00 

Bethlehem  130.66 

Beulaville  20.00 

Bridgeton  123.00 

Core  Creek  89.23 

Crab  Point  15.00 
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Northeast 

113.45 

Oak  Grove 

5.00 

Pilgrim's  Home 

20.00 

Piney  Grove 

10.00 

Rock  of  Z  ion 

30.00 

Smith's  New  Home 

50.00 

Sneads  Ferry 

45.00 

Snow  Hill 

5.00 

Spring  Hope 

160.00 

St.  Mary's 

117.00 

White  Oak  Grove 

44.00 

Wilmington 

16.00 

Wintergreen 

100.00 

Total 

$  1,956.75 

Pee  Dee  Association 

Auxiliary  Convention 

$  118.10 

Oak  Grove 

45.96 

Total 

$  164.06 

Piedmont  Conference 

Christ  $  10.00 

East  Rockingham  24.12 
Highlands  Pines  15.10 
Total  $  49.22 


Western  Conference 


Barnes  Hill 

$  125.00 

Black  Jack  Grove 

100.00 

Branch  Chapel 

153.13 

Eastwood  Chapel 

66.69 

Elwood  Lane 

10.00 

Free  Union 

20.00 

Fremont 

50.00 

Friendship 

42.56 

Kenly 

200.00 

Little  Rock 

5.00 

Marsh  Swamp 

64.00 

Micro 

15.00 

Milbournie 

89.30 

Mount  Z  ion  (Nash) 

76.98 

Youth  Fellowship 

100.00 

New  Sandy  Hill 

75.00 

Northern 

100.00 

Peoples  Chapel 

50.00 

Pine  Level 

205.00 

Pleasant  Grove 

125.00 

Pleasant  Hill 

179.35 

Rosebud 

5.00 

Selma 

50.00 

Sherron  Acres 

145.00 

Spring  Hill 

200.00 

Stancil's  Chapel 

53.07 

Stoney  Creek 

60.00 

Stony  Hill 

29.00 

St.  Mary's 

313.29 

Union  Chapel 

130.00 

Unity 

60.00 

Wilson 

1,105.24 

Total 

$  4,002.61 

Statewide  Bodies 

Auxiliary  Convention         $  133.08 

Total  Religious  Contributions 

$11,972.36 


Memorial  Gift* 

Memorial  gifts  for  August,  1974 
totaled  $90,  and  were  given  by  the 
following: 

Mrs.  Ora  Walston  by  Joye  W.  Able. 

Mrs.  Annie  Bowen  by  Mr.  and  Mrs 
John  Worrell. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Roy  Hill  by  Mrs.  Iris 
M.  Howard. 

Terry  Thomas  by  Mr.  and  Mrs.  D 
M.  Windley. 

THANKSGIVING   TURKEY  FOLDERS s 

Turkey  folders  are  now  on  hand  at  the* 
Children's  Home  and  are  available  for 
those  churches  who  wish  to  use  them  for  ] 
their  Thanksgiving  offering.  Theywillj 
not  be  automatically  mailed  out  to  all 
churches,  due  to  the  high  cost  of  mail  ] 
ing.  Churches  desiring  to  use  thes«j 
folders  should  send  a  request  to  thej 
Home  by  October  12.  In  your  request!) 
state  the  number  desired  and  a  mailJ^ 
ing  address.  Send  your  request  to| 
Superintendent,  Free  WillBaptist Child 
ren's  Home,  P.  O.  Drawer  E,  Middle 
sex,  North  Carolina  27557. 

CHURCH  BULLETINS 

We  have  a  lovely  church  bulletin  de' 
signed  by  the  Children's  Home  an 
available  for  use  by  your  church  fo 
special  occasions.  Many  churches  us 
our  bulletins  for  their  worship  servic 
on  Children's  Home  Day,  which  i 
normally  the  second  Sunday  in  Nc 
vember.  If  your  church  would  lit 
to  use  our  bulletins,  please  sen 
us  a  request  telling  us  how  man 
you  need  and  your  mailing  address. 

YOUTH  GROUP  VISITS  HOME 

On  Saturday,  September  7,  the  Juni 1 
and  Intermediate  Sunday  Schcl 
Classes  of  the  Smith's  New  Hon 
church  came  to    the    Home    for  I 

(Continued  on  Page  15) 
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WHAT  MAKES  A  SUNDAY  SCHOOL  CLASS? 


(Continued 

complacency  that  will  not  only  prevent  further  growth 
but   very  well   may   destroy  past  accomplishments. 

The  teacher  must  not  only  transmit  the  knowledge  of 
the  Christian  faith  compiled  through  the  years  of  man's 
existence,  but  he  must  be  able  to  relate  that  knowledge  to 
the  time  in  which  he  lives. 

Today  the  quality  of  our  religion  is  being  put 
to  the  test.  The  conflict  is  not  only  between 
the  graces  of  civilization  and  the  rawness  of 
barbarism.  .  .  .  Civilization  must  have  a  basis, 
and  must  ultimately  rest  on  the  Christian 
Church.  6 

Although  written  in  1940,  the  truth  of  this  statement 
bears  as  great  a  relevance  now  as  it  did  at  the  time  it 
was  written.  The  teacher  must  use  not  only  a  thorough 
knowledge  of  the  Bible,  but  the  creative  power  and 
imagination  that  comes  from  preparation  that  is  done 
long  in  advance.  7  Besides  helping  the  teacher  find 
more  effective  ways  to  present  the  lesson,  advance 
planning  has  other  advantages.  Une  sucn  advantage 
is  in  the  selection  of  material  itself. 

Careful  and  prayerful  consideration  needs  to  be  given 
to  those  materials  selected  to  be  taught.  There  are 
several  questions  that  must  be  asked  when  selecting 
material  for  a  Christian  educational  program,  the  first 
of  which  is,  How  does  it  relate  to  the  biblical  teaching 
of  the  church?  Second,  Does  it  provide  a  foundation  of 
solid  moral  character?  Third,  Will  it  help  the  intended 
pupil  to  obtain  the  original  stated  goal  of  Christian 
education?  But  all  too  often  material  is  selected  because 
of  the  "neat  package"  approach,  where  little  work  is 
left  to  the  teacher,  thus  making  convenience  the  most 
important  factor  in  its  selection.  8 

Vital  to  the  discussion  of  material  to  be  used  is  the 
debate  of  which  type  curriculum  is  best  suited  to  a  given 
local  church.  There  are  three  common  types  in  wide  use 
throughout  most  Protestant  Sunday  schools.  The  first  is 
the  "Closely  Graded  Lessons"  which  follows  the  public 
school  system  of  grading  by  single  years.  A  second  type 
is  the  "Group  Graded  Lessons"  which  are  graded  within 
a  given  department  but  may  differ  from  one  department 
to  another.  The  third  most  common  used  curriculum 
is  the  "Uniform  Lesson"  which  uses  a  common 
core  of  Bible  material  for  all  ages  throughout  the  Sunday 
school.  9 

Often  the  small  rural  church  is  faced  with  the  dilemma 
of  finding  facilities  "Program  and  workers  are  more  in- 
portant  than  rooms  and  equipment.  .  .  .But  other  things 
being  equal,  better  work  can  be  done  when  adequate 
de facilities  are  available."  10   There  can  be  little  doubt 
an  that  when  there  has  been  planning  for  the  purpose  of 
i  (J developing  a  growing  program  of  Christian  education,  that 
iUs space  for  classrooms  has  been  carefully  considered.  It 
vicfs  a  tragic  mistake  to  build  a  society  that  demands  the 
h  jfjest  in  the  way  of  facilities  for  the  purpose  of  secular 
^education  while  expecting  the  Sunday  school  teacher 
likfo  work  at  peak  efficiency,  using  facilities  that  were 
se„ifirchaic  fifty  years  ago.    When  you  compare  the  public 
^educational  systems  use  of  audio -visual  aids  to  that  of 
,sS  :he  church,  you  find  a  great  deficiency  in  the  church's 
[ise  of  valuable  aids  in  teaching.  Some  of  the  opposition 
comes  from  those  who  feel  that  there  is  no  place  in  the 
hurch  for  modern  things  such  as  visual  aids,  but 
Christianity  has  a  great  tradition  of  visual 
aids.  The  architecture  of  the  cathedrals  and 
churches  has  expressed  the  faith  with  their 
spires  . .  .their  great  stained  class  windows 
and  murals.  11 
One  of  the  greatest  aids  to  the  church's  Sunday  school 


from  Page  3) 

is  the  establishment  of  a  Church- Sunday  School  Library. 
The  library  can  be  a  valuable  aid  to  the  teacher  as  he 
prepares  to  teach  his  class,  gives  the  class  a  ready 
reference  source,  and  promotes  the  atmosphere  of  learn- 
ing. Yet  many  churches  that  do  have  libraries  make 
inaccessable  the  potential  benefits  from  them. 

When  one  begins  to  look  deeply  at  the  question,  "What 
makes  a  Sunday  school  class?"  He  sees  that  there  are 
many  things  that  must  be  considered.  Yet  when  he 
looks  close  he  sees  that  each  factor  rests  on  each  other 
in  an  interlocking  manner,  and  underlining  all  of  man's 
efforts  is  the  power  of  the  Holy  Spirit.  No  matter  how 
many  students  are  in  the  class  or  how  good  the  teachers 
may  teach,  if  they  are  not  committed  to  the  purpose 
of  individauls  reaching  the  fullest  limit  of  their  potential 
in  their  spiritual  development,  then  it  is  not  Christian 
education. 
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WHAT  IS  RIGHT. 

It  is  not  who  is  right  that  is  of  great- 
est importance,  but  what  is  right. 


THIS  IS  MY  COUNTRY 

God  grant  that  not  only  the  love 
of  liberty  but  a  thorough  knowledge 
of  the  rights  of  man  may  pervade  all 
the  nations  of  the  earth,  so  that  a 
philosopher  may  set  his  foot  any- 
where on  its  surface  and  say:  "This 
is  my  country! "  -  -  Benjamin  Franklin. 
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First  Church,  Warsaw, 
Announces  Revival 

The  First  Free  Will  Baptist  Church 
of  Warsaw  announces  revival  ser- 
vices to  begin  Monday  evening,  and 
continue  through  Saturday  evening, 
October  12.  Services  will  begin  each 
night  at  7:30  with  the  Rev.  Bryce 
Rouse  as  the  evangelist.  Special 
music  will  be  featured  each  evening. 

The  church  congregation  invites 
everyone  convenient  to  Warsaw  to 
attend  and  help  make  this  a  revival 
long  to  be  remembered.  If  you  can't 
attend  please  be  much  in  prayer  for 
the  success  of  the  meeting. 

Pleasant  Hill  Church 
Announces  Homecoming 

The  Pleasant  Hill  Free  Will  Bap- 
tist Church  located  in  Pitt  County, 
between  Chicod  School  and  Calico 
Crossroads,  on  North  Carolina  High- 
way 43,  will  observe  its  annual  home- 
coming on  Sunday,  October  6.  Ser- 
vices will  begin  with  Sunday  school 
at  10  a.  m.,  followed  with  the  wor- 
ship service  at  eleven  with  the  pas- 
tor, the  Rev.  W.  H.  Willis,  bring- 
ing the  message.  Also  during  this 
service  special  recognition  for  cer- 
tain achievements  and  special 
awards  will  be  awarded  for  out- 
standing work  throughout  the  church 
year.  Lunch  will  be  served  at  12:30 
p.m.  on  the  church  grounds.  After 
lunch  an  old-time  singspiration  will 
be  held.  Also  during  the  afternoon 
service  the  league  of  the  church  will 
give  a  demonstration  of  the  Bible 
Sword  Drill  with  rules  according 
to  the  State  Sword  Drill. 

The  pastor  and  the  church  member- 
ship invite  all  former  pastors,  former 
members,  and  friends  to  attend. 

Revival  and  Homecoming 
At  Union  Chapel  Church 

Revival  services  are  in  progress 
this  week  at  Union  Chapel  Free  Will 
Baptist  Church,  Plymouth,  with  the 
Rev.  Robert  May  of  Ahoskie  doing  the 
preaching.  Services  are  beginning 
with  prayer  services  at  7:30  each 
evening,  with  the  regular  services  at 
7:45.  Special  music  is  being  provid- 
ed at  each  service.  The  public  is 
cordially  invited  to  attend  the  re- 
mainder of  these  services. 


Following  the  revival,  Union  Chapel 
will  observe  its  annual  homecoming 
on  Sunday,  October  6.  Services  will 
begin  with  Sunday  school  at  10  a.m., 
followed  with  the  homecoming  mes- 
sage at  the  worship  hour  by  the  pastor , 
the  Rev.  Charles  Renfrew.  Lunch 
will  be  served  at  the  noon  hour. 
An  afternoon  program  of  singing  will 
be  held.  The  pastor  and  the  church 
members  invite  all  who  possibly  can 
to  attend  these  services. 

Homecoming  and  Revival 
At  Spring  Hope  Church 

On  Sunday,  October  6,  the  Spring 
Hope  Free  Will  Baptist  Church,  Route 
5,  New  Bern,  will  observe  its  an- 
nual homecoming.  The  pastor,  the 
Rev.  LaWayne  Poston,  will  deliver 
the  homecoming  message;  after 
which  lunch  will  be  served  on  the 
church  grounds. 

The  week  of  October  7-12,  Spring 
Hope  will  hold  its  fall  revival,  be- 
ginning each  evening  at  7:30.  The 
prayer  rooms  will  be  open  at  7:15. 
The  Rev.  Joe  Cagle  of  Pamplico, 
South  Carolina,  will  be  the  visiting 
evangelist.  Special  music  will  also 
be  rendered  at  each  service.  The 
pastor  and  the  church  membership 
extend  to  all  former  pastors,  mem- 
bers and  friends  a  warm  welcome 
to  attend  the  homecoming  and  all 
the  revival  services  you  possibly  can. 
Your  prayers  are  also  requested  for 
the  success  of  all  these  services. 

Selma  Revival 
In  Progress 

Revival  services  begun  at  the 
Selma,  North  Carolina,  Original 
Free  Will  Baptist  Church  Monday 
evening,  September  30,  and  will  con- 
tinue through  Friday  evening,  Oct- 
ober 4.  The  guest  speaker  is  the 
Rev.  Fred  Rivenbark  of  Goldsboro. 
Services  are  beginning  each  even- 
ing at  7:30.  The  public  is  invited 
to  attend  the  remainder  of  these  ser- 
vices. 

Smyrna  Church  Announces 
Homecoming  and  Revival 

Homecoming  will  be  observed  at 
the  Smyrna  Free  Will  Baptist  Church 
Route  2,  Dunn,  on  Sunday,  October  6, 
with  the  Rev.  Luby  Tyner  of  Selma 


bringing  the  homecoming  message 
during  the  morning  worship  service. 
At  the  noon  hour  a  picnic  lunch  will 
be  served  by  the  church,  followed 
with   a   singspiration  at  1:30  p.m. 

Monday  night  following  the  home- 
coming revival  services  will  begin 
at  the  Smyrna  church,  continuing 
throughout  the  week.  The  visiting 
evangelist  will  be  the  Rev.  Billy 
Nowell,  pastor  of  the  Pleasant  Grove 
church  of  Erwin.  The  pastor,  the 
Rev.  W.  A.  Martin,  will  be  assisting 
in  these  services.  Singers  are  ex- 
tended a  special  invitation  to  attend 
all  these  services  and  take  part.  The 
public  is  also  extended  a  cordial  wel- 
come. 

Homecoming  Services  at 
Rose  Hill  Church 

Sunday,  October  6,  the  Rose  Hill 
Free  Will  Baptist  Church,  Route  1, 
Winterville,  will  observe  its  annual 
homecoming.  The  services  for  the 
day  will  begin  with  Sunday  school  at 
10  a.m.,  followed  with  the  morning 
worship  service  at  eleven  o'clock. 
The  Rev.  Dan  Beaman,  pastor,  will 
be  bringing  the  homecoming  message 
at  this  hour.  At  the  noon  hour  a 
picnic  lunch  will  be  served  on  the 
church  grounds.  There  will  not  be 
an  afternoon  service. 

The  pastor  and  the  church  mem- 
bership extend  to  all  former  pas- 
tors, former  members,  and  friends 
a  warm  welcome  to  worship  with 
them  on  this  occasion  and  enjoy  the 
Christian  fellowship  together. 

Little  Creek  Church  to 
Observe  Annual  Homecoming 

Sunday,  October  6,  the  Little  Creek 
Free  Will  Baptist  Church,  Route  1, 
Ayden,  will  observe  its  annual  home- 
coming with  the  pastor,  the  Rev. 
David  C.  Hansley,  bringing  the  home- 
coming message.  The  program  for 
the  day  will  begin  with  Sunday  school 
at  10  a.m.,  followed  with  the  morn- 
ing worship  service.  The  church  will 
serve  a  picnic  lunch  on  the  church 
grounds  at  the  noon  hour. 

The  pastor  and  the  church  mem- 
bership cordially  invite  all  former 
pastors,  former  members,  and 
friends  to  join  them  on  this  occasion 
of  Christian  worship  and  fellowship. 

Revival  and  Homecoming 
At  Whaley's  Chapel  Church 

Revival  services  are  in  progress 
this  week  at  the  Whaley's  Chape 
Free  Will  Baptist  Church,  Hargettf 
Crossroads,  near  Richlands,  wit! 
the  Rev.  Bryce  Rouse  as  the  gues 
evangelist.  Services  are  beginninj 
each  evening  at  7:30  with  the  pasto: 
the  Rev.  Lloyd  Vernon,  assisting 
You  are  cordially  invited  to  attend  th 
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jmainder  of  these  services. 
On  Sunday,  October  6,  the  Whaley's 
tiapel  church  will  observe  its  annual 
tmecoming  with  the  pastor  bringing 
e  homecoming  message  at  the  wor- 
lip  hour.  This  will  be  followed  with 
picnic  lunch  served  by  the  church 
the  noon  hour.  An  afternoon  pro- 
•am  of  singing  has  been  planned. 
11  former  pastors,  former  mem- 
5rs,  and  friends  are  invited  to  at- 
;nd. 

omecoming  and  Harvest  Day 
t  Robert's  Grove  Church 
Homecoming  and  harvest  day  will 
;  observed  at  Robert's  Grove  Orig- 
al  Free  Will  Baptist  Church,  Route 

Dunn,  on  Sunday,  October  6.  The 
ly's  activities  will  begin  with  Sun- 
iy  school  at  10  a.m.,  followed  with 
e  homecoming  message  at  eleven 
clock  by  Dr.  Michael  Pelt  of  Mount 
ive  College.  The  harvest  day 
al  is  set  at  $4,500  and  everyone 
11  have  the  opportunity  of  placing 
s  gift  on  the  altar  at  the  close  of 
1  worship  service.  Lunch  will  be 
rved  on  the  church  grounds  at  the 
on  hour,  followed  with  a  program 

gospel  singing  in  the  afternoon. 
The  church  membership  invites 
1  former  pastors,  members, 
iends,  and  relatives  to  attend  and 
jjoy  a  day  of  fellowship  together. 

vival  and  Homecoming  at 
well  Swamp  Church 

The  Howell  Swamp  Free  Will  Bap- 
Church  near  Walstonburg  an- 
unces  its  fall  revival  for  the  week 
October  7-11,  beginning  each  even  - 
at  7:45.  The  visiting  evangelist 
1  be  the  Rev.  De Wayne  Eakes, 
itor  of  Little  Rock  church  of  Lu- 
na. The  pastor,  the  Rev.  E.  C. 
|rris,  will  assist  in  the  services 
ich  will  feature  special  music  each 
sning. 

3n  Sunday,     October  13,  Howell 
amp  will  observe  its  annual  home - 
ming  and  harvest  festival.  The 
blic  is  cordially  invited  to  attend 
;h  the  revival  and  homecoming. 

n  Neck  Church  to 

st  Albermarle  Conference 

iufhe  thirteeneth  annual  session  of 
Albemarle  Conference  of  Original 
je  Will  Baptists  of  North  Carolina 
convene  with  the  Gum  Neck 
rch,  Columbia,  Wednesday,  Octo- 
9.  The  scheduled  program  is  as 
ows: 

Morning  Session 
Devotions,  the  Rev.  Francis 
Garner 

Welcome,  the  Rev.  Earl  Min- 
chew 

Response,  Mr.  Isaac  Furlough 
Conference  Called  to  Order 
-  Adoption  of  Program  as  Order 


hip 


tifeo-- 

ill 

est40- 

stofl  -  • 
i$45- 

fith 


of  Business 

--Enrollment  of  Churches 

--Enrollment  of  Ministers  and 
Delegates 

--Enrollment  of  Delegates  from 
Other  Church  Bodies 

--Recognition  of  Visiting  Minis- 
ters 

10:15- -Moderator's     Address,  the 
Rev.  Robert  May 
--Appointment    of  Temporary 
Committees: 
Resolutions 
Temperance 
Nominating 

-  -  Offering 

--Reports  of  Standing  Boards: 
Executive  Board 
Board  of  Trustees 
Board  of  Education 
Board  of  Missions 
Board  of  Ordination 
11:20--  Announcements 
11:25- -Special  Music,  Host  Church 
--Message,  the  Rev.  Earl  Min- 
chew 
12:00- -Lunch 

Afternoon  Session 
1:00- -Devotions,  the  Rev.  Marvin 
Waters 

1:10- -Memorial  Service,  the  Rev. 
Charlie  Overton 
--Report   of  State  Convention 
of  Free  Will  Baptists 

-  -  Report  of  Mount  Olive  College 
--Report  of  Free  Will  Baptist 

Press  Foundation 
--Report  of  Free  Will  Baptist 

Children's  Home 
--Report     of  Superannuation 

Board 

--Report  of  Foreign  Missions 

-  -  Report  of  Home  Missions  and 

Church  Extension 
2:20- -Reports  of  Temporary  Com- 
mittees 

-  -  Report  of  Treasurer 
--Appointment  of  Delegates  to 

Various  Church  Bodies 
--Installation  of  New  Officers 
--Announcement  of  Next  Con- 
ference 

-  -  Adjournment 


Homecoming  and  Revival 
At  Elizabeth  City  Church 

The  St.  Paul  Free  Will  Baptist 
Church  of  Elizabeth  City,  will  ob- 
serve its  annual  homecoming  on  Sun- 
day, October  6.  Plans  for  the  day 
include  Sunday  school  at  9:45  and 
morning  worship  at  eleven,  with  the 
pastor,  the  Rev.  John  A.  Owens, 
bringing  the  homecoming  message. 
Lunch  will  be  served  at  the  church 
at  the  noon  hour. 

On  Monday  evening,  October  7,  at 
7:30,  revival  services  begin,  with  the 
Rev.  Robert  May,  pastor  of  Hickory 
Chapel  church  of  Ahoskie,  serving 
as  guest  evangelist.    Services  will 


continue  through  Friday  night,  Octo- 
ber 11. 

All  former  pastors,  former  mem- 
bers, and  friends  are  issued  a  cordial 
invitation  to  be  in  attendance  for  the 
homecoming  celebration;  and  the  pub- 
lic is  invited  to  the  revival. 

Beulaville  Church  to  Observe 
Annual  Homecoming  Service 

The  annual  homecoming  ob- 
servance will  be  Sunday,  October  6, 
for  the  Beulaville  Free  Will  Baptist 
Church.  Guest  speaker  for  the  oc- 
casion will  be  the  Rev.  Sheldon 
Howard,  with  special  music  rendered 
by  the  youth  and  adult  choirs  of  the 
church.  Following  the  worship  ser- 
vice, lunch  will  be  served  in  the 
fellowship  hall;  and  the  pastor,  the 
Rev.  Chris  Singleton,  and  the  church 
membership  invite  former  pastors, 
former  members,  and  friends  to  be  in 
attendance. 

Smyrna  Church  Announces 
Homecoming  and  Revival 

Homecoming  will  be  observed  at 
the  Smyrna  Free  Will  Baptist  Church, 
Route  2,  Dunn,  on  Sunday,  October  6, 
with  the  Rev.  Luby  Tyner  of  Selma 
bringing  the  homecoming  message 
during  the  morning  worship  service. 
At  the  noon  hour  a  picnic  lunch  will 
be  served  by  the  church,  followed  with 
a  singspiration  at  1:30  p.m. 

Monday  night  following  the  home- 
coming revival  services  will  begin 
at  the  Smyrna  church,  continuing 
throughout  the  week.  The  visiting 
evangelist  will  be  the  Rev.  Billy  No- 
well,  pastor  of  the  Pleasant  Grove 
church  of  Erwin.  The  pastor,  the 
Rev.  W.  A.  Martin,  will  be  assisting 
in  these  services.  Singers  are  ex- 
tended a  special  invitation  to  attend 
all  these  services  and  take  part.  The 
public  is  also  extended  a  cordial  wel- 
come 

Singing  Revival,  and 
Homecoming  at  People's  Chapel 

The  People's  Chapel  Free  Will  Bap- 
tist Church  of  Elm  City  began  its 
fall  revival  Sunday,  September  29,  at 
7  p.  m.,  with  a  special  singing  ser- 
vice. The  singing  featured  several 
groups  from  the  local  church  and  the 
Singing  Evangels  from  Rocky  Mount. 
The  revival  continued  on  Monday 
night,  September  30,  and  will  con- 
tinue through  Saturday  night,  Oc- 
tober 5,  at  7:45  each  evening.  The 
visiting  minister  is  the  Rev.  Swade 
Benson,  assisted  by  the  pastor,  the 
Rev.  Delmas  J.  Brown.  The  public 
is  invited  to  attend  all  the  remaining 
services. 

On  Sunday,  October  6,  the  People's 
Chapel  church  will  observe  its  an- 
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nual  homecoming  with  a  picnic  lunch 
served  on  the  church  grounds. 
Everyone  is  cordially  invited  to 
attend. 

Tees  Chapel  to  Observe  Homecoming 
Followed  with  Revival  Services 

The  Tees  Chapel  Free  Will  Bap- 
tist Church,  Route  2,  Smithfield,  will 
observe  its  annual  homecoming  on 
Sunday,  October  6.  Services  will  get 
underway  at  10  a.  m.  with  Sunday 
school  followed  with  a  memorial  ser- 
vices for  all  the  deceased  members 
since  the  last  homecoming.  The 
homecoming  message  will  be  deliver- 
ed by  a  former  pastor,  the  Rev.  C. 
M.  Coats  of  Smithfield  .  At  the 
noon  hour  dinner  will  be  served  on 
the  grounds.  A  singspiration  is  plan- 
ned for  the  afternoon  with  many  visit- 
ing and  home  groups  taking  part .  The 
pastor,  the  Rev.  Foy  Futrell,  and  the 
church  congregation  extend  a  warm 
welcome  to  all  former  pastors,  mem- 
bers, and  friends  to  come  spend  the 
day  and  worship  with  them  on  this 
occasion. 

On  Monday  evening,  October  7,  re- 
vival services  will  begin  at  Tees 
Chapel,  continuing  throughout  the 
week.  The  visiting  minister  will 
be  the  Rev.  Frankie  Flowers,  pas- 
tor of  the  Jackson  Heights  church 
of  Kinston.  He  will  be  assisted  by 
the  pastor,  the  Rev.  Foy  Futrell. 
Special  music  will  be  a  part  of  each 
service.  A  cordial  welcome  is  ex- 
tended everyone  to  attend. 

Spring  Branch's  Homecoming 
Sunday,  October  6 

The  annual  homecoming  service 
for  Spring  Branch  Free  Will  Baptist 
Church  near  Walstonburg  will  be 
held  Sunday,  October  6,  with  the 
Rev.  Frank  Harrison  delivering  the 
message  at  the  eleven  o'clock  wor- 
ship hour.  Lunch  will  be  served  on 
the  church  ground  at  the  noon  hour. 

The  afternoon  program  will  con- 
sist of  singing  and  reports  from  the 
Children's  Home  and  Mount  Olive 
College.  The  pastor,  the  Rev.  E. 
C.  Morris,  and  the  church  member- 
ship invite  all  former  pastors,  mem- 
bers, and  friends  to  attend. 

Pleasant  Grove  to 
Observe  Homecoming 

The  Pleasant  Grove  Free  Will  Bap- 
tist Church,  Route  2,  Pikeville,  will 
observe  its  annual  homecoming  on 
Sunday,  October  6.  The  day's  ac- 
tivities will  begin  with  Sunday  school 
at  9:45  a.  m.,  the  lesson  being 
taught  by  Mrs.  Ruth  Killette.  The 
homecoming  message  will  be  deliver- 
ed by  the  pastor,  the  Rev.  James  Lup- 


ton,  at  the  eleven  o'clock  hour.  This 
will  be  followed  with  a  picnic  lunch 
served  on  the  grounds.  An  afternoon 
of  singing  has  been  planned,  along 
with  a  memorial  service. 

The  pastor  and  the  church  mem- 
bers  invite   the   public   to  attend. 

Eastern  Conference  Examining 
Board  Meets,  Oct.  11 

The  Rev.  Bruce  Dudley,  secretary 
of  the  Eastern  Conference  Examining 
Board,  announces  a  change  in  the 
meeting  date  of  the  board  from  Oc- 
tober 21  to  October  11,  in  the  First 
Free  Will  Baptist  Church  of  Kinston. 
The  meeting  will  begin  at  9  a.  m., 
and  any  person  having  business  with 
the  board  should  attend. 

Stony  Hill  Homecoming 
And  Revival 

The  Stony  Hill  Free  Will  Baptist 
Church,  Middlesex,  will  observe  its 
annual  homecoming  service,  Sunday, 
October  6.  Services  begin  with  Sun- 
day school  at  10  a.  m.  The  morning 
worship  service  will  include  a  ser- 
mon by  the  Rev.  Bobby  Jones,  a  for- 
mer pastor;  special  music;  a  me- 
morial service;  and  the  annual  love 
offering  for  building  fund  purposes. 

The  noon  hour  will  be  a  time  of  fel  - 
lowship  as  well  as  enjoying  dinner  on 
the  grounds.  The  church  was  or- 
ganized about  the  year,  1880,  and  it 
has  had  many  former  pastors,  mem- 
bers, and  former  members,  as  well 
as  friends  who  look  forward  to  "go 
back  home"  to  Stony  Hill. 

The  afternoon  service  will  include 
music  by  church  choirs  and  special 
music  by  other  groups  who  have  been 
invited  to  sing. 


The  annual  fall,  revival  servici 
will  begin  Monday  night,  October  ' 
and  continue  through  Saturday,  Oc 
tober  12.  Evangelist  for  the  reviv; 
will  be  the  Rev.  Steward  Humpher 
pastor  of  Gum  Swamp  Free  Will  Bap 
tist  Church,  Greenville.  Services  be 
gin  each  evening  at  7:30.  Specii 
music  will  be  rendered  bythechurc 
choirs  and  other  groups. 

The  Rev.  Raymond  T.  Sasser.pa 
tor,  and  the  church  members  extei 
a  cordial  invitation  to  their  mai 
friends  to  participate  in  these  sei 
vices,  and  pray  that  the  revival  mig 
be  a  spiritual  blessing  for  the  churi 
and  the  church  community. 

Kenly  Church  Announces 
Homecoming  and  Revival 

The  Kenly,  North  Carolina,  Fr 
Will  Baptist  Chruch  announces  i 
homecoming  for  Sunday,  October 
At  this  service  the  church  will 
commemorating  its  eighty -third  a 
niversary.  Services  for  the  day  w 
include  Sunday  school  at  9:45  a.  n 
morning  worship  at  11  a.  m.,  anc 
mortgage  burning  and  singing  servi 
at  2  p.m.  The  pastor,  the  Rev.  Jam 
V.  Joyner,  will  bring  the  homecomi 
message,  followed  with  a  picnic  lun 
served  on  the  church  grounds. 

The  church  cleared  the  indebte 
ness  on  its  new  parsonage  in  Fel 
ruary  of  this  year.  During  the  afte 
noon  service  it  will  celebrate  tl 
accomplishment  with  the  burning 
the  mortgage  of  the  same.  The  past 
has  been  living  in  the  beautiful  hoi 
for  the  past  four  years.  Its  val 
has  been  placed  at  $40,000.  For 
these  blessings  thanks  have  be 
given  to  God.  Also  in  the  afterno 
service  there  will  be  special  mu 
rendered  by  the  Good  News  Quar 
of  Sherron  Acres  church  of  Durha 

The  Rev.  Edmund  G.  Gonzal 
pastor  of  the  Hopewell  church,  Smi 
field  will  be  the  guest  evangelist 
revival  services  at  the  Kenly  chui 
the  week  of  October  7-11.  Servii 
will  begin  nightly  at  7:30  with  gi 
singing  good  preaching,  and  fellc 
ship  instore  for  all  who  attend.  r 
pastor  will  be  assisting  in  th 
services.  He  and  the  church  me 
bers  invite  all  neighboring  churc 
to  attend  these  services  and  rece 
a  blessing  from  God. 

Homecoming  and  Revival 
At  Spring  Hill  Church 

The  Spring  Hill  Free  Will  Baj 
Church  located  on  US  Highway 
west  of  Goldsboro,  will  observe 
annual  homecoming  on  Sunday, 
tober  6.  The  homecoming  mess 
will  be  brought  by  the  Rev.  C 
(Continued  on  Page  15) 
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ST.  CLAIRE  BIBLE  CLAStf) 
THE  SUNDAY 
SCHOOL  LESSOI^^ 


FOR  OCTOBER  13 


When  Men  Worship 


esson  Text: 
14;  7:12-14 
emory  Verse: 


2  Chronicles  5:7- 


2  Chronicles  6:40 


INTRODUCTION 

King  David  reigned  over  Israel  forty 
pars  (1  Chronicles  29:27),    "And  he 
ed  in  a  good  old  age,  full  of  days, 
ches,  and  honour:  .  .  ."( 1  Chronicles 
:  28) .  His  son  Solomon  succeeded  him 
the  throne.  About  thirty  years  have 
ssed    between  last  Sunday's  lesson 
i  d  today's,  which  open  with  Solomon 
ying  been  on  the  throne  about  three 
jars.    As  our  Old  Testament  survey 
folds,  we  recall  that  David  wanted  to 
jild  the  temple,  a  dwelling  place  for  the 
ifrd,  but  that  God  forbade  his  doing  this 
ause  (1)  David  was  a  fighting  man, 
(2)  the  Lord  planned  for  Solomon  to 
jld  the  temple. 
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s  our  lesson  opens  we  see  that  the 
nple  is  underway,  materials  have 
collected,  and  the  actual  work  of 
lding  begun.       It  is  subsequently 
shed  and  furnished,     among  the 
nishings   being  the   Ark  of  the 
yenant  which  had  been  in  the  Holy 
Holies  of  the  ancient  tabernacle 
ich  was  constructed  during  Moses' 

lai  Pe- 

rllfrhe  Ark  of  the  Covenant  with  its  gold- 
mercy  seat  on  which  two  cherubims 
ted,  once  contained  the  tables  of  the 
Commandments,  a  pot  of  manna, 
Aaron's  rod.  It  was  the  most  im- 
tant  item  of  furnishing  in  the  temple, 
this  was  the  place  where  the   pres  - 
e  of  God  was  manifested  by  the 
ikinah  light  which  constantly  burn- 
over    the  ark.         It  was  here 
t  the  priest  annually  atoned  for  the 
s  of  the  people.    The  temple  was  a 
ce  of  worship.  It  was  here  that  the 
pie  drew  themselves  to  find  grace 
glory  in  the  presence  of  the  Lord. 
m  we  think  of  the  temple    we  think 
worship.  -  -  The  Advanced    Quar  - 
B*  (F.  W.  B.). 


INTS  THAT  HELP 

Our  lesson  gives  us  a  great  ex - 
I^Jle  of  public  worship.  Go  back  over 
C  ;iesson  and  see  if  you  can  pick  out  the 
ial  characteristics  of  this  worship. 


Does  your  church  generally  follow  this 
same  pattern  for  worship? 

B.  Solomon  knew  that  God  could  not 
be  confined  to  a  house,  and  he  told  this 
to  the  Lord  in  the  prayer  of  dedication. 
The  fact,  however,  that  God  accepted 
the  house  that  they  had  built  shows  that 
God  is  pleased  with  a  beautiful  house  of 
worship   dedicated  to  worship  Him. 

C.  God  told  Solomon  what  the  people 
would  have  to  do  in  order  to  regain  favor 
with  Him  when  they  had  sinned.  Reread 
these  things  and  think  about  them.  Do 
you  believe  that  they  apply  today? 

D.  God  gave  Solomon  some  promises 
that  He  would  keep  to  the  people  when 
they  had  returned  to  Him.  Do  these 
promises  apply  to  God's  people  to- 
day? Why? 

E.  Think  for  a  moment:  Which  is 
more  important,  public  or  private  wor- 
ship? Why  should  we  have  to  give  up 
either?  Both  are  important.- -The 
Bible  Teacher  (F.  W.  B  ). 

ffl.  ADDITIONAL  TRUTHS 

A.  There  are  styles  in  worship. 
There  are  personal  preferences. There 
are  habits,  customs,  traditions.  And 
there  are  prejudices.  Can  we  learn  to 
recognize  and  value  true  worship  even 
if  its  garments  are  unfamiliar? 

There  is  a  lovely  sanctuary  where 
people  enter  silently,  kneel  for  a  mo- 
ment, and  then  sit  without  moving.  No 
word  is  spoken  except  on  cue.  One  who 
enters  is  chilled  by  the  formality;  an- 
other is  warmed  by  the  reverence. 

There  is  a  plainer  auditorium  where 
people  enter  amid  a  buzz  of  conversa- 
tion and  laughter  that  rises  to  compete 
with  the  prelude  and  only  begins  to 
taper  off  with  the  invocation.  One  who 
enters  is  appalled  at  the  irreverence; 
another  is  heartened  by  the  friendli- 
ness. 

A  fine  musician  objects  to"foottap- 
ping  tunes ' '  in  church .  ' ' There '  s  noth  - 
ing  like  that  in  the  psalms  of  David," 
she  says.  How  shocked  she  would  be  to 
see  David  not  only  tapped  his  foot,  but 
"danced  before  the  Lord  with  all  his 
might"  (2  Samuel  6:14). 

An  impatient  modern  says,  "The  old 
hymns  of  the  church  are  mostly  gar- 
bage." If  he  would  stop  to  think,  he 
would  know  that  no  garbage  has  sustain- 


ed faith,  hope,  and  courage  through  the 
years  as  these  hymns  have. 

Some  people  deplore  the  "edifice 
complex."  Churches  should  stop 
squandering  money  on  fine  buildings, 
they  say,  and  invest  it  in  evangelism. 
Some  of  them  do  put  money  generously 
into  evangelism,  and  see  churches  grow- 
ing as  a  result.  This  is  good;  but  let  us 
remember  that  God  put  His  glory  in  a 
multimillion  dollar  temple  with  the  in- 
terior all  covered  with  gold. 

Other  people  think  fine  buildings  are 
among  the  finest  helps  in  evangelism 
as  well  as  in  worship.  Some  of  them 
build  beautiful  edifices,  and  see  church- 
es growing  as  a  result.  This  is  good, 
but  let  us  remember  that  Jesus  is  in 
the  midst  wherever  two  or  three  are 
gathered  in  His  name. 

Do  we  have  to  gather  in  groups  ac- 
cording to  our  preferences  and  scorn 
brethren  who  have  diffferent  pref- 
erences? Would  it  be  possible  to  have 
people  of  all  kinds  worshiping  together 
in  one  congregation,  and  feeling  happy 
about  it?  Can  we  have  a  "silent  Sun- 
day" and  then  a  "chattering  Sunday," 
or  can  we  agree  to  chatter  freely  while 
assembling,  but  fall  silent  at  the  first 
note  of  the  prelude?  Can  we  blend  trad- 
itional and  contemporary  music  in  the 
worship  of  the  church  without  producing 
an  incongruous  hodge-podge?  Can  we 
work  out  an  agreeable  compromise 
between  overbuilding  and  cramping  a 
congregation  in  a  cracker  box? 

Can  we  learn  not  only  to  tolerate  but 
to  appreciate  ways  of  worship  that  are 
different  from  our  own?-  -  Standard 
Lesson  Commentary. 

B.  A  bigoted  Chinese  who  never 
could  be  induced  to  attend  a  Christ- 
ian service  went  to  a  missionary 
and  said,     "I  want  to  hear  about 
your  religion.    I  never  have  heard 
the  words  of  it,  but  I  have  heard 
the   laughter   and  the  joy  in  your 
house   and   in   the   houses   of  my 
countrymen    who      have  embraced 
you  r  faith.       And  if  you  have  any- 
thing that      makes  people   so  joy- 
ous  I  want  it."     One  great  need 
in  all  lands  is  for  more  glad    Chris  - 
tians-  -  Record  of  Christian  Work. 

C.  Be  on  the  lookout  for  mere 
mercies.  The  more  we  look  for 
them,  the  more  of  them  will  we 
see.  Blessings  brighten  when  we 
count  them .  Out  of  the  determination  of 
the  heart  the  eyes  see.  If  you  want  to 
be  gloomy,  there's  room  enough  to 
keep  you  glad.  Better  lose  count  in 
enumerating  your  blessings  than  lose 
your  blessing  in  telling  your  troubles. 
"Be  thankful  unto  Him,  and  bless  His 
name."  --Maltbie  D.  Babcock. 
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A   VACATION   BIBLE   SCHOOL  IN 
JIMENEZ 
by  Ruth  Ann  Timmons 

The  pastor  and  his  wife  from 
Jimenez  asked  my  two  sisters  and  me 
to  conduct  a  vacation  Bible  school  in 
their  church.  We  very  happily  said  we 
would.  Sunday  afternoon  we  put  all 
our  VBS  material  in  one  large  box. 
We  took  about  $16  worth  of  material. 
Many  of  you  in  North  Carolina  have 
sent  material,  such  as  pictures  to 
color  or  construction  paper.  We  are 
grateful  for  this,  and  the  materials 
came  in  handy  on  this  occasion. 

Have  you  ever  used  a  pillow  case 
for  anything  else  besides  a  pillow? 
We  found  out  we  could  substitute  it 
for  a  suit  case.  Each  of  us  got  a 
pillow  case  and  put  a  week's  supply 
of  clothes  in  it.  Our  reason  for  do- 
ing this  was  because  the  immigration 
officer  might  have  seen  our  suitcase, 
and  wanted  to  search  the  car .  Then  no 
doubt  he  would  have  seen  our  Bible 
school  material,  and  that  might  have 
caused  us  trouble. 

We  held  VBS  three  days  in  this 
Mexican  town  and  two  days  in  a 
little  village  just  outside  of  Jimenez. 
We  went  visiting  everyday,  and  al- 
most every  time  we  went  to  some- 
one's house  they  would  invite  us  to 
come  in  and  visit.  Then  they  would 
offer  us  a  big  plate  of  watermelon, 
or  figs,  or  peaches.  They  did  their 
best   for   us  and  we  were  grateful. 

Thursday  afternoon  we  started  for 
the  village.  Along  the  way,  children 
from  Jimenez  began  joining  us.  Many 
of  the  mothers  said  they  would  let 
their  children  go  if  we  were  respon- 
sible for  them.  It  took  us  about  thirty 
minutes  to  get  to  the  village.  So  you 
can  imagine  how  hard  it  was  for  us 
to  keep  thirty  or  more  children  all  to- 
gether. 

Friday  afternoon  while  we  were  pre- 
paring material  for  the  children,  the 
preacher's  grandson  came  and  told  us 
it  was  about  time  to  go.  We  could  not 
understand  why.  We  found  out  that  the 
only  clock  in  the  pastor's  home  was 
about  fourty  minutes  slow!  We  had 
twenty  minutes  to  run  to  the  church, 
along  with  some  of  the  children,  and 
get  some  benches  and  load  them  in  a 
wagon  pulled  by  two  horses.  After 


class  that  afternoon  I  brought  the  smal- 
ler children  back  home.  Then  the 
pastor's  eleven -year -old  grandson 
took  me  and  some  others  back  to 
the  village  in  the  wagon  for  an  even- 
ing service.  My  parents  and  two  bro- 
thers were  in  the  service,  after  which 
they  took  a  load  of  children  back  to 
Jimenez.  There  were  about  thirty- 
five  in  the  wagon,  but  we  enjoyed  the 
bumpy  ride,  even  though  we  got  powd- 
ered with  dust. 

As  we  arrived  home  late  that  night 
my  house  seemed  like  a  big  hotel.  It 
felt  good  to  know  you  could  take  a 
shower  anytime  you  felt  like  it.  Our 
only  bathing  area  in  Jimenez  was  on 
the  side  of  the  house  where  the  faucet 
was.  We  had  to  wait  until  late  at  night 
to  bathe.  This  was  because  the  pastor 
has  a  stand  in  front  of  the  house  where 
he  sells  soft  drinks  and  snow  cones. 
The  lights  from  the  stand  shines  very 
brightly,  so  we  waited  until  everyone 
was  gone  and  all  the  lights  were  out. 

In  all,  we  have  seventy  children  en- 
rolled. My  two  sisters  and  I  were 
the  only  teachers.  All  the  children 
were  together  for  the  Bible  story 
and  the  songs.  Then  each  of  us  took 
a  group:  Sharon,  the  very  small  ones; 
Mary,  the  next  older  ones;  and  I 
took  the  rest.  We  could  have  used 
more  teachers,  and  we  found  that 
patience  and  love  are  very  important. 

I  hope  you  will  enjoy  reading  this 
article  as  I  have  enjoyed  writing  it 
for  you.  Please  pray  for  us  as  we 
continue  to  live  for  Jesus.  May  God 
bless  you  all. 

(A  delightful  story  of  a  vacation 
Bible  school  in  Jimenez,  conducted  by 
three  sisters,  as  told  by  one  of  them. 
They  are  daughters  of  missionary  J. 
E.  Timmons,  Quenado,  Texas.) 

BRIEF  REFLECTIONS  ON  THE 
MISSION  RALLY 

The  annual  mission  rally,  sponsored 
by  the  State  Foreign  Missions  Board 
and  held  in  conjunction  with  the  State 
Convention,  was  the  largest  we  have 
ever  had.  There  were  at  least  1,200 
in  attendance,  according  to  an  estimate 
made  by  one  of  the  local  citizens  who 
knew  the  seating  capacity  of  the  Kenan 
Auditorium  in  Kenansville. 

The  Rev.  Vance  Link,  missionary  to 


Mexico,  was  the  principal  speaker 
using  the  text :  ' '  Give  ye  them  to  eat . ' 
A  feature  of  the  program  was  the  sing- 
ing of  the  Cragmont  Woman's  Con 

I  ference  volunteer  choir,  compose* 
of  about  thirty  women,      led  by  Mr; 

lAlma  Dale  of  Spring  Hill  Free  Wil 
Baptist  Church,  Goldsboro. 

The  picture  below  shows  only  i 
I  corner  of  the  auditorium  while  the  largi 
audience  was  in  the  process  of  bringin, 
their  offerings  to  the  table  in  front  c 
the  podium.  At  the  table  is  the  Rev.  E 
C.  Morris,  one  of  our  most  respecte 
ministers,  as  he  is  contemplating  th 
amount  of  his  offfering. 


Another  special  feature  of  the  ral 
itself  was  the  tremendous  response  i 
the  people  to  the  call  for  a  "  pounding 
for  the  Bible  Institute  at  Quemaci 
Texas .  Sponsored  by  the  State  Womarj 
Auxiliary  Convention,  and  headed 
missions  chairman  Mrs.  Dola  Dudl 
of  Palmer  Memorial  Free  Will  Baptl 
Church,  Raleigh,  the  pounding  amoun 
ed  to  about  $2,000  in  nonperishabj 
foods.  This  was  taken  by  Mr.  Link 
the  Institute.  Below  is  a  picture  oif 
small  portion  of  the  food. 


The  missions  board  is  grateful 
the  largest  single  offering  it  has  e 
received  in  any  rally:  over  $11,.' 
It  also  expresses  its  gratitude  for 
marvelous  response  of  the  peopl" 
every  way  to  help  make  this  past  j 
one  of  our  best.  We  call  for  gre; 
support,  in  the  name  of  Christ  our  L 
in  the  year  ahead. 

C.  F.  Bowen 
Foreign  Missions  Board  Meml 

(Continued  on  Page  14) 
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BCs 

[or  a  Dark  Night 


Carroll  H.  Lee 


HEN  my  brother  and  I  were 
boys,  we  lived  on  a  wilder  - 
cattle  ranch  far  north  of  the 
ladian  border  in  a  place  called 
District  of  Cariboo.  Because 
were  miles  from  any  other  children 
were  often  very  lonely.  Much  of  our 
was  spent  reading,  and,  because 
_  was  a  Christian  home,  we  learned 
ly  to  read  and  enjoy  the  Bible.  Our 
;her  encouraged  us  to  memorize 
.(trite  verses  of  Scripture, 
lany  times  when  I  was  out  on  the 
ge  on  horseback  or  on  the  trapline 
i  skis  and  snowshoes,  with  long  cold 
rs  ahead  of  me  I  would  make  the 
e  go  faster  by  reciting  Bible  verses 
i  ny  horse  or  to  squirrels  or  simply 
.he  passing  trees.  Since  there  was 
me  else  around,  there  was  no  one 
onder  why  I  was  talking  to  myself. 

was  a  particularly  cold  day  or  if 
journey  was  very  long,  I  would  try 
jemember  a  verse  starting  with  each 
ir  of  the  alphabet.  This  can  be  most 
resting  and  will  take  up  ever  so 
:h  time.  Try  it  the  next  time  you  are 
ing  for  a  bus  or  a  friend,  or  just 
ing  the  time. 

lie  winter  day,  I  rode  out  to  the  high- 
with  a  friend  who  went  on  to  town  to 
p  while  I  visited  a  neighbor.  It  had 
i  arranged  that  he  would  pick  me  up 
he  evening,  but,  unfortunately,  he 
[ot  our  plan  and  went  up  on  the  moun- 
without  me.    Thus  it  came  about 
I  had  a  six -mile  hike  back  to  the 
1  :h. 

didn't  ordinarily  mind  walking,  but 
n  the  sun  went  down,  the  tem- 
iture  dropped  so  sharply  I  had  to 
t0  )  moving  rapidly  to  stay  warm.  To 
;e  matters  worse,  the  winter  night 
ie  on  quickly.  When  I  reached  the 
ds,  the  sleigh  tracks  that  marked 


511, 
;  for 
eopl 
ast 
gre 
urt 


the  road  seemed  to  plunge  into  a  dark 
tunnel  filled  with  all  sorts  of  scary 
shadows  and  noises.  My  active  im- 
agination turned  every  rock  and  stump 
stump  into  something  that  might 
jump  up  and  bite. 

There  really  was  nothing  to  be 
afraid  of,  I  told  myself.  I  knew  what 
was  in  the  woods,  and  I  knew  the  trail 
well;  but  just  the  same,  I  found  my- 
self looking  over  my  shoulder  and 
jumping  every  time  a  branch  squeak- 
ed or  an  owl  hooted. 

Then  I  remembered  my  hobby  of 
fitting  Bible  verses  to  the  letters  of 
the  alphabet;  that  would  help  to  make 
the  hike  shorter.  I  looked  up  through 
the  branches  of  the  trees,  saw  stars 
flashing  in  the  black-velvet  sky  and 
remembered  John  1:3:  "All  things 
were  made  by  him;  and  without  him 
was  not  any  thing  made  that  was  made . ' ' 
A  verse  to  match  the  second  letter 
was  easy  to  find.  I  searched  for  the 
right  reference  and  came  up  with 
Matthew  5:7:  "Blessed  are  the  mer- 
ciful:   for  they  shall  obtain  mercy." 

For  the  next  mile  or  so,  the  road 
climbed  steeply,  and  I  saved  my 
breath  until  I  reached  the  top.  My 
tired  legs  reminded  me  of  the  next 
verse:  "Come  unto  me,  all  ye  that 
labour  and  are  heavy  laden,  and  I 
will  give  you  rest"  (Matthew  11:28). 

The  letter  "D"  presented  problems. 
I  was  still  trying  to  think  of  a  verse 
to  fit  it  when  from  the  mountain  across 
the  valley  there  came  a  long,  chilling 
howl.  Timber  wolf!  I'm  sure  that  I 
jumped  straight  up  in  the  air.  "Wolves 
won't  bother  people,"  I  could  hear  my 
dad  saying;  but  just  the  same,  I  began 
to  walk  faster.  And  I  passed  right 
over  "E"  to  gasp:  "Fear  thounot;for 
I  am  with  thee:  be  not  dismayed;  for  I 
am  thy  God;  .  .  Fear  not:  for  I  have 
redeemed  thee,  I  have  called  thee  by 


thy  name;  .  .  ."(Isaiah   41:10;  43:1). 

Perhaps  it  was  because  I  was  walk- 
ing more  briskly  after  that,  or  maybe 
it  took  me  longer  to  find  verses  for  the 
other  letters;  but  in  any  case  I  was 
surprised  to  find  that  I  was  nearby  to 
the  ranch.  Suddenly  there  was  a  pound- 
ing of  feet  on  the  hard-packed  snow, 
and  then  a  crashing  and  snapping  in 
the  bushes  along  the  road  ahead  of  me! 
In  a  momentof  panic,  I  almost  climbed 
a  tree  before  I  realized  it  was  only  a 
deer  and  that  I  had  frightened  it  as 
much  as  it  had  frightened  me. 

A  short  time  later,  I  sighed  in  relief 
as  I  caught  sight  of  a  light  glimmering 
through  the  trees.  As  usual  when  one 
of  us  was  out  after  dark,  Mother  had 
set  a  kerosene  lamp  in  the  window  of 
our  log  house.  The  night  seemed  more 
friendly  because  of  it.  and  I  thought 
of  the  verse:  "Thy  word  is  a  lamp  un- 
to my  feet,  and  a  light  unto  my  path" 
(Psalm  119:105). 

As  I  trudged  up  the  last  hill  to  the 
house  I  thought  of  one  more:  "Yea, 
though  I  walked  through  the  valley  of  the 
shadow  of  death,  I  will  fear  no  evil: 
for  thou  art  with  me"    (Psalm  23:4). 

Now  that  I  was  safely  home,  I  was 
ready  to  confess  that  the  hike  had 
been  a  scary  one  and  that  I  was  not 
all  that  sure  of  the  friendliness  of 
timber  wolves  and  other  things  that 
"go  'bump',  in  the  dark."  I  was 
grateful  for  the  Bible  verses  that 
had  helped  me  pass  the  time  and 
calmed   my   fears.  --Junior  Trials. 


Churches  and  Ministers 
Available 

(  Note  :  This  column  is  provided,  when 
needed,  for  any  church  that  is  seeking  a 
pastor  and  for  any  minister  who  is  seeking 
a  church  to  serve  and  would  like  to  give 
such  notice.  Please  send  the  necessary  in- 
formation to  the  editor  of  'The  Free  Will 
Baptist."  Each  notice  will  run  for  two  is- 
sues only. ) 


The  Rev.  Franklin  Brinson 
announces  that  he  has  resigned  his 
pastorate  of  Welcome  Home  Free 
Will  Baptist  Church,  Bettie,  North 
Carolina,  and  will  negotiate  with  any 
church  that  contacts  him  for  pastoral 
or  evangelistic  services.  His  address 
is  P.  O.  Box  Drawer  H,  Morehead 
City,  North  Carolina  28557. 

*»»»»« 
AN  IMPURE  CHURCH 
Said  David  Livingston:  "Nothing 
will  induce  me  to  form  an  impure 
church.  Fifty  added  to  the  church 
sounds  well  at  home,  but  if  only  five 
are  genuine  what  will  it  profit  in 
the  Great  Day?"  -  -  Western  Recorder. 
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Missions 

(Continued  from  Page  12) 

PRAY  FOR  HOME  MISSIONS 
by 

Taylor  Hill,  Director -Treasurer 

This  is  not  a  plea  for  money,  al- 
though the  need  for  operating  capital 
is  always  before  us.  The  thing  my 
heart  is  going  out  to  you  for  today 
is  for  your  sincere  prayers  for  home 
missions  as  well  as  foreign  missions. 

I  would  like  to  share  some  of  the 
reasons  we  need  your  prayers.  First 
of  all,  the  devil  will  do  everything  in 
his  power  to  cause  a  Christian  mis- 
sion to  fail.  There  are  many  of  you 
who  have  no  idea  as  to  what  it  takes 
to  get  a  new  mission  established  and 
finally  organized  into  a  strong  church 
for  Christ.  There  are  many  things  to 
consider  and  it  takes  a  tremedous 
amount  of  faith  and  hard  work.  In 
most  cases  there  is  not  enough 
money  available  but  this  is  not  the 
greatest  hinder ance. 

I  suppose  the  most  destructive 
force  of  all  is  heartbreak  and  de- 
pression. I  will  not  attempt  to  go 
into  all  the  details  about  their  prob- 
lems but  you  can  rest  assured  that 
missionaries  spend  many  lonely 
hours  and  sned  many  tears  in  search 
for  people  who  will  join  hands  with 
them  for  their  cause  of  Christ,  and 
can  work  together  in  harmony  re- 
gardless of  their  personality  differ- 
ences. It  is  not  an  uncommon  sight 
to  see  a  missionary  cry  because  of 
feeling  unloved  by  those  who  profess 
to  be  his  friends. 

The  Spirit -filled  mission  laymen 
are  to  be  commended  also  for  leaving 
all  the  comforts  of  a  well-established 
church  to  go  to  the  mission  field.  I 
do  not  mean  to  say  that  mission  work 
is  all  drudgery,  because  it's  not; 
there  are  many  blessings  and  re- 
wards; but  because  of  the  tremendous 
responsibilities,  conflicts,  anddead- 
end  roads  they  encounter  they  become 
very  emotional  at  times.  I  trust  that 
you  will  love  and  always  remember  to 
pray  for  them;  they  really  do  need  it. 
I  know  because  I've  been  there. 


Pictured  above  is  a  part  of  the  Hen- 
derson Mission.  We  are  happy  to  re- 
port that  they  held  their  first  service 
in  their  new  building  four  weeks  ago; 


however ,  they  do  not  have  a  water  well 
nor  the  money  to  have  one  drilled. 
The  Home  Mission  Department  has 
urged  them  to  proceed  with  the  well 
project  and  trust  in  the  Lord  that 
He  will  see  us  through  as  He  has  in 
the  past. 

Send  all  contributions  to  Taylor 
Hill,  Director -Treasurer,  1207  Ar- 
senal Avenue,  Fayetteville,  North 
Carolina  28305. 


CAPE  FEAR  WOMEN'S 
AUXILIARY  CONVENTION 

The  Woman's  Auxiliary  Convention 
of  the  Cape  Fear  Conference  will  con- 
vene Wednesday,  October  9,  with  the 
First  Free  Will  Baptist  Church  of 
Smithfield.  The  theme  will  be  "Joy 
in  the  Fullest,"  with  Scripture  taken 
from  John  15:11,  "These  things  have 
I  spoken  unto  you,  that  my  joy  might 
remain  in  you,  and  that  you  joy  might 
be  full."  The  scheduled  program  is 
as  follows: 

Morning  Session 
9:30-  -Registration 
10:00--Hymn,  "O  Worship  theKing" 
--Devotions,  Mrs.  Lucille  Ben- 
son 

10:15- -Welcome,  Joyce  Brown 

--Response,  Mrs.  Percy  Dau- 
ghtry 

10:30- -President's   Message,  Mrs. 
R.  H.  Jackson 

-  -  Reading  of  Minutes 
--Roll  Call  of  Churches 
--Appointment  of  Committees 

11:00- -Report  of  Children's  Home 

-  -  Hymn,  "I  Will  Sing  the  Won- 

drous Story" 
11: 15- -Special  Music 

-  -  Convention  Message,  the  Rev. 

John  Gilliland 
12:00- -Lunch 

Afternoon  Session 
1:00--Hymn,  "When  We  All  Get  to 
Heaven" 

-  -  Special  Music 

1:15- -Life  Membership  Award  Pre- 
sentation, Mrs.  Dola  Dudley 

1:25 --Report  of  Youth  Chairman, 
Mrs.  Gail  Denning 

1: 30  -  -  Report  of  Mount  Olive  College 
--Report    of    Cragmont  As- 
sembly 
--Report  of  Home  Missions 
--Report  of  Foreign  Missions 

-  -  Report     of  Superannuation 

Board 

--Report  of  Free  Will  Baptist 
Press  Foundation 

2:00- -Business  Session 

--Hymn,   "Blest  Be  the  Tie" 

-  -  Benediction 


MOUNT  OLIVE  COLLEGE 
DINNERS- -1974 

Greene  County- -Saturday,  October 
5,  7  p.m.,  Free  Union  Church 
Fellowship  Building,  James  Ray 
McLawhorn  and  George  Harrison, 
cochairmen. 

Lenoir  County- -Saturday,  October 
12,  7:30  p.m.,  King's  Barbecue 
Restaurant,  Stanley  Jenkins,  chair- 
man. 

Edgecombe  -  Halifax  Counties  -  -  Mon  -  J 

day,  October  14,  7  p.m.,  Edgewood; 

Church  Fellowship  Building,  Rufusj 

Harrell,  chairman. 
Craven  County- -Tuesday,  October! 

15,  7  p.m.,  Saint  Mary's  Church,, 

Ralph  A.  Morris  and  Mrs.  Dianne, 

B.  Riley,  cochairmen. 
Wayne    County- -Thursday,  October, 

17,  7  p.m.,  Mount  Olive  College, 

Auditorium    (downtown  campus), 

Ben  Rollins,  chairman. 
Pamlico  County- -Saturday,  Octobei 

19,  7:30  p.m.,  Masonic  Lodge,  Bay- 1 

boro,  M.  N.  (Tom)  Caroon,  chair- i 

man. 

Carteret  County- -Saturday,  Novem 
ber  2,  6:30  p.m.,  East  Carteret 
High  School ,  Reginald  Styron.i 
chairman. 

Johnston  -  Wake  Counties  -  -  Monday; 
November  4,  7  p.m.,  Smithfield-i, 
Selma  High  School,  the  Rev.  Ed-j 
mund  Gonzalez,  chairman. 

Nash  County- -Wednesday,  Novem-i 
ber  6,  7  p.m.,  Middlesex  Elemen-j 
tary  School,  the  Rev.  Lester  Dun-ij 
can,  chairman. 

Jones  County- -Thursday,  November; 
7,  7:30  p.m.,  King's  Barbecue  Res-, 
taurant,  Mrs.  Thomas  Hood,  chair- 
man. 

Onslow -New     Hanover  Counties-- 

Friday,  November  8,  7:15  p.m./j 
Dixon  School,  Leonard  Hobbs. 
chairman. 

Beaufort  County- -Saturday,  Novem* 
ber  9,  7  p.m.,  Chocowinity  Higr1 
School,  Oscar  Webster,  chairman' 

Pitt  County- -Monday,  November  ll1 
7  p.m.,  D.  H.  Conley  High  School! 
the  Rev.  Bobby  Bazen,  chairman' 

Wilson  County- -Tuesday,  November! 
12 ,  7p.m.,  American  Legion  Build- 
ing, Wilson,  James  B.  Hunt 
Sr.,  chairman. 

Washington,  Tyrrell,  Martin,  ant 
Pasquotank  Counties- -Thursday 
November  14,  7:30  p.m. ,  Plymoutr 
High  School  Cafeteria,  Mr.  ant 
Mrs.  David  Cahoon,  cochairmen 

Sampson,  Harnett,  and  Cumberlaro 
Counties- -Thursday,  November 
14,  7  p.m.,  Midway  School,  th< 
Rev.  C.  Felton  Godwin,  chairman 

Duplin  County- -Saturday,  Novembei 
23,  6  p.m.,  East  Duplin  High  School 
Davis  Evans,  chairman. 
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Questions  &  Answers 

(Continued  from  Page  5) 

We  need  to  do  more  in  carrying 
>ut  our  risen  Lord's  marching  orders 
eft  us  nearly  2000  years  ago.  He 
;aid:  "But  ye  shall  receive  power, 
ifter  that  the  Holy  Ghost  is  come 
Itpon  you:  and  ye  shall  be  wit- 
nesses unto  me  both  in  Jerusalem, 
llnd  in  all  Judaea,  and  in  Samaria, 
lind  unto  the  uttermost  part  of  the 
Iprth"  (Acts  1:8);  "And  he  said  unto 
them,  Go  ye  into  all  the  world,  and 
ISreach  the  gospel  to  every  creature. 
Ike  that  believeth  and  is  baptized 
■shall  be  saved;  but  he  that  believeth 
liot  shall  be  damned.  ...  So  then 
lifter  the  Lord  had  spoken  unto  them, 
lie  was  received  up  into  heaven,  and 
lat  on  the  right  hand  of  God.  And  they 
llrent  forth,  and  preached  every 
Inhere,  the  Lord  working  with  them, 
find  confirming  the  word  with  signs 
Ibllowing.  .  .  ."  (Mark  16:15,  16, 
|9,  20). 

I  Why  can't  we  leave  off  so  many  of 
■he  unnecessary  things  and  obey  this 
Kommission? 


CHILDREN'S  HOME 

(Continued  from  Page  6) 

Sit.  During  their  visit,  Miss  Tammy 
[arrell  presented  a  $17  gift  to  the 
dome's  superintendent. 
I  They  were  taken  on  a  guided  tour  of 
■je  campus  and  through  the  new  cottage. 
Ip  the  children  seemed  very  interested 
lad  concerned  about  the  Children's 
Ibme.  We  welcome  this  youth  group 
km  others  to  come  for  a  visit  when- 
J^er  possible. 

W1NTERGREEN  AUXILLARY 
PRESENTS  GIFTS 

(Recently  the  ladies  of  the  Winter - 
|een  Woman's  Auxiliary  gave  the 
pildren's  Home  a  $100  check  to 
i  used  for  buying  bedspreads  and 
her  items  for  a  room  in  the  Al- 
smarle  I  Cottage.  The  four  boys 
lio  live  in  that  room  and  the  staff 
!  the  Home  sincerely  appreciate 
| is  gift. 

NOTICE  TO  FISHERMEN 

If  you  have  a  large  catch  and  would 
ie  to  share  your  fish  with  the  Chil- 
en's  Home,  then  please  bring  them  to 
3  Home  or  telephone  235-4079  and 
K s *  11  come  after  them.  Thank  you. 
****** 

YOU  CAN  HELP 

There  is  hardly  a  man  who  would 
t  bt  struggle  to  come  back  if  he  felt 
jnat  someone  believed  in  him;  be- 
leved  that  he  could  do  it . 


NEWS  NOTES 

(Continued  from  Page  10) 

Bowen  of  Wilson,  a  former  pastor  of 
the  church.  Lunch  will  be  served  in 
the  fellowship  hall  at  noon.  A  pro- 
gram of  singing  has  been  prepared 
for  the  afternoon,  featuring  the  Stoney 
Creek  Ladies  Quartet  and  other  sing- 
ing groups. 

On  Monday  night,  October  7,  the 
Rev.  O.  B.  Jones,  pastor  to  the  First 
Free  Will  Baptist  Church  of  Tar- 
boro,  will  begin  a  series  of  revival 
services  at  the  Spring  Hill  church, 
continuing  nightly  at  7:30  through 
Friday,  October  11.  There  will  be 
special  singing,  special  preaching 
from  the  Word  of  God,  and  a  special 
blessing  for  all  who  will  attend  these 
services. 

The  pastor,  the  Rev.  William  Dale, 
extends  a  special  invitation  to  all  who 
possibly  can  to  attend  the  home- 
coming and  revival. 

Homecoming  and  Revival 
At  Goldsboro  Church 

The  First  Free  Will  Baptist  Church 
of  Goldsboro  will  observe  its  annual 
homecoming  on  Sunday,  October  6. 
The  Rev.  Walter  Reynolds  will  de- 
liver the  homecoming  message  at 
the  eleven  o'clock  worship  hour. 
Following  the  message,  dinner  will 
be  served  on  the  church  ground.  A 
choral  group  from  the  Charles  B.  Ay  - 
cock  High  School  will  present  a  pro- 
gram of  music  in  the  afternoon.  The 
pastor,  the  Rev.  Earl  Glenn,  and  the 
church  membership  invite  all  former 
friends  to  worship  with  them  on  this 
occassion. 

Monday  night  following  the  home- 
coming, the  fall  revival  will  begin  at 
the  Goldsboro  church  and  continue 
through  Friday  night,  October  11. 
The  visiting  evangelist  will  be  the 
Rev.  Wayne  King.  Along  with  good 
gospel  preaching  each  evening,  there 
will  be  special  music.  The  pastor 
will  be  assisting  in  these  services. 
The  public  is  cordially  invited  to  at- 
tend. 

Cherry  to  Hold  Revival 
At  Shady  Grove  Church 

The  Rev.  Floyd  B.  Cherry,  pastor 
of  Daniels  Chapel  Free  Will  Baptist 
Church,  Wilson,  will  serve  as  guest 
evangelist  for  a  series  of  revival 
services  ,  beginning  Monday  night, 
October  7,  and  lasting  through  Sat- 
urday, October  12,  at  the  Shady  Grove 
Free  Will  Baptist  Church,  Route  5, 
Dunn.  The  time  of  the  services  is 
7:30  p.m.,  with  the  pastor  of  Shady 
Grove,  the  Rev.  Cedric  D.  Pierce 
Jr.,  assisting  Mr.  Cherry.  A  cordial 
invitation  is  extended  the  public  to 
be  in  attendance. 


FAMILY  FIRESIDE 

(Continued  from  Page  4) 

An  atheist  sent  a  young  man  a  par- 
cel of  infidel  literature,  advising  him 
to  read  it  in  preference  to  the  Bible. 
The  young  man's  reply  could  not  be 
excelled: 

"If  you  have  anything  better  than 
the  Sermon  on  the  Mount,  the  Par- 
able of  the  Prodigal  Son,  and  that  of 
the  Good  Samaritan ,  or  if  you  have  any 
code  of  morals  better  than  the  Ten 
Commandments,  or  anything  more 
consoling  and  beautiful  than  the 
Twenty -Third  Psalm,  or  on  the  whole, 
anything  that  will  show  me  a  Father 
more  merciful  and  kind  than  the  New 
Testament,  send  it  along."- -Power. 

Prayer  Thought 

God  has  compiled  in  the  Bible,  all 
we  need  to  enjoy  a  rich  and  fruitful 
life.  Let  us  delve  into  His  Book  and 
etch  its  wonders  in  our  hearts  and 
minds. 

(Devotions  used  by  permission, 
Knight's  Master  Book  of  New  Il- 
lustrations. Eerdmans  Press.) 


Coming  Events  . .  . 

October  2- Western  Conference  Worn  - 
an's  Auxiliary  Convention,  Plea- 
sant Hill  Free  Will  Baptist  Church 
near  Pikeville,  North  Carolina 

October  5-Pee  Dee  Association  Worn  - 
an's  Auxiliary  Convention,  Beaver 
Dam  Free  Will  Baptist  Church, 
Chadbourn,  North  Carolina 

October  9-Cape  Fear  Conference 
Woman's  Auxiliary  Convention, 
First  Free  Will  Baptist  Church, 
Smithfield,  North  Carolina 

October  9-Albemarle  Conference  of 
Original  Free  Will  Baptists,  Gum 
Neck  Church,  Columbia,  North 
Carolina 


October  12,  10  A.M. -Organizational 
Meeting  of  the  Free  Will  Baptist 
Historical  Society,  Mount  Olive  Col  - 
lege Library,  Mount  Olive,  North 
Carolina 

October  12-Piedmont  Conference 
Woman's  Auxiliary  Convention, 
First  Free  Will  Baptist  Church, 
Durham,  North  Carolina 

October  17-Alber marie  Conference 
Woman's  Auxiliary  Convention, 
Sound  Side  Free  Will  Baptist 
Church,  Columbia,  North  Carolina 
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"Country  Roads"  could  take  him  home,  if  only  in  his  mind 
but  where  was  home?  Home  was  wherever  he  happen- 
ed to  be  today  ,  or  tonight.    He  had  crossed  a 
bridge  and  had  become  a  prisoner,  and  he 
was  hooked  on  more  than  just  one  of 
those  songs  .... 


HOOKED  ON  MORE  THAN 
JUST  ONE  OF  THOSE  SONGS 

That  haunting  refrain!  He  couldn't  get  it  out  of  his  mind.  The  lonely 
man  was  guzzling  one  drink  after  another,  in  a  desperate  attempt  to  rid 
himself  of  the  pressures  of  reality,  seeking  to  hide  under  the  insensitive 
covering  of  drunkenness.  After  awhile,  dullness  would  come;  and  he  would 
feel  nothingness  and  become  oblivious  to  his  surroundings,  the  noisiness 
of  the  barroom:  artificial  laughter  and  chatter  from  men  and  women  plagued 
by  the  necessity  of  proving  themselves,  the  barmaid's  call  for  "another 
round,"  the  clank  of  can  and  crash  of  bottle,  the  fluid  sound  of  drinks  being 
poured  into  glasses,  and  an  indelicate  explusion  from  someone's  throat, 
the  fury  of  the  ear-piercing  and  heartbreaking  music  from  the  jukebox.  .  .  . 

Now  he  was  looking  at  a  broken  man,  an  annoying  man  with  red -lidded 
eyes,  who  stared  blankly  at  him.  He  had  no  desire  to  communicate  with  this 
sorry  person,  so  he  chose  to  drop  his  head  under  the  weight  of  that  unwel- 
comed  gaze.  He  looked  again,  and  the  man  responded  in  like  manner. 
This  person  who  insisted  upon  looking  at  him  was  a  poor  picture  of  manhood 
indeed:  unshaven,  disheveled,  dirty,  but  oddly  enough  wearing  a  hat  just  like 
his,  and  who,  so  far  as  he  could  tell  through  the  layers  of  smoke,  was  also 
wearing  a  similar  jacket. 

Returning  his  attention  to  the  drink  before  him,  he  cupped  his  hands  pro- 
tectingly  around  the  glass;  and  disdaining  to  lose  a  drop,  he  lifted  it  ner- 
vously to  his  lips,  letting  his  eyes  glance  once  more  at  the  accusatory 
stare  of  the  person  across  the  bar  from  him.  The  despicable  man,  too,  was 
sipping  his  favorite  brew- -the  same  as  his!  Suddenly,  it  hit  him:  He  was 
staring  at  his  own  reflection  and  despising  himself! 

A  tear,  a  hot,  stinging  tear,  coursed  its  way  down  his  cheek,  followed  by 
another  and  another,  until  the  mounting  emotion  climaxed  in  a  muffled  sob. 
In  the  semidarkness,  no  one  noticed  the  tears;  and  camouflaged  by  the  dis- 
cordant symphony  of  the  barroom,  his  sob  may  as  well  have  been  a  grunt 
or  a  sigh.  Even  the  old  man  on  the  stool  next  to  him  didn't  seem  to  notice. 
Perhaps  he  had  his  own  tears  and  his  own  world  of  trouble.  .  .  . 

Once  again,  the  jukebox  invaded  his  thoughts.  That  song!  Why  must  they 
continue  to  play  that  same  heartrending  song?  "Take  Me  Home,  Country 
Roads" --but  he  couldn't  go  home.  He  had  destroyed  everything  near  and 
dear  to  him,  laughingly  insisting  that  he  needed  or  wanted  nobody  to  tie  him 
down.  Home  would  be  wherever  he  happened  to  find  himself  the  morning  af- 
ter. He  had  wanted  to  be  free,  and  in  trying  so  hard  to  achieve  indepen- 
dence, he  had  become  a  victim  of  strong  drink  and  a  prisoner  of  himself. 

He  envisioned  his  young  son  and  the  last  time  he  had  seen  him- -over  two 
years  ago.  Emotion  seized  him  once  more  as  he  remembered  how,  at  his 
leaving,  the  five-year-old  had  hugged  his  knees  and  had  begged,  "Please 
don't  go,  Daddy"- -and  those  pain-filled  eyes  of  his  wife- -eyes  revealing 
physical  pain,  but  in  a  greater  degree,  emotional  pain  which  was  caused  by 
him.  Oh,  that  bridge  which  separated  him  from  yesterday.  ...  He  rubbed 
his  forehead  in  a  futile  attempt  to  erase  the  image.  Frantically  searching 
for  a  cigarette,  he  found  one  in  his  coat  pocket.  Lighting  it  with  struggling 
effort,  he  at  last  brought  it  to  his  lips  and  drew  in;  and,  after  a  long  pause,  he 
exhaled  the  smoke  in  one  breath,  which  attacked  the  stale  cloud  that  hung  so 
heavily  around  him.  "Take  Me  Home,  Country  Roads"- -why  couldn't 
they,  why  didn't  they,  stop  playing  that  song?  He  shifted  his  position  and 
brought  his  left  hand  to  his  mouth  and  rested  his  head  as  he  peered  once 
more  at  his  reflection  in  the  mirror.  "Take  Me  Home,  .  .  ."--how  he 
wished  someone  would  show  him  the  way!  The  ashes  from  his  cigarette  fell 
into  his  drink,  mocking  him.  He  didn't  care.  He  couldn't  allow  himself  to 
care.  .  .  . 

Pushing  himself  to  his  feet  and  holding  onto  the  counter  to  steady  his 
uncooperative  body,  the  man  prepared  to  make  his  exit.  He  had  to  get  away 
from  this  place- -this  place  like  so  many  other  places  he  had  been  in  and  out 
of  for  so  long.  He  had  to  get  away  from  the  noise,  the  smell  of  beer -laden 
air  coalesced  with  smoke  from  a  variety  of  tobaccos,  the  sound  of  laughter 
and  the  barmaid's  call  and  the  annoying  voice  of  an  ill-tempered  person  in 
the  corner  who  was  being  quieted  by  a  friend.  He  had  to  get  away  from  the 
music- -the  haunting  refrain  of  "Take  Me  Home,  Country  Roads." 

(Continued  on  Page  14) 
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TRACKS  ON  TIME 


fl 

I  INISTERS  are  chosen  and  called 
J  J  by  almighty  God  to  a  special 
ork,  a  work  apart  from  and  higher 
iian  that  of  mere  Christians.  No  one 
jiould  minimize  the  work  of  the  lay 
lember,  certainly;  and  many  persons 
puld  question  the  use  of  the  word, 
mere,"  to  describe  a  Christian;  yet, 
hen  one  correctly  identifies  the  role 

I  the  minister,  it  must  be  remember - 
a  that  his  work  is  a  singular  one 
hich  can  be  done  by  him  only.  Con- 
ary  to  popular  thought,  the  minister 

more  than  "preacher,"  "mar- 
er,"  and  "burier."  He  is  more  than 

I counselor"  and  "comforter."  He 
i,  in  every  respect,  all  of  these;  yet, 
i  is  foiemost  a  "called -out  one," 
ne  separate,  by  virtue  of  God's 
election,  and  who,  therefore,  stands 
»•  should  stand)  out  from  the  flock, 
hat  is  to  say  that  the  minister,  when 
roperly  exercising  his  duties,  is  the 
fiepherd  of  the  flock;  and  though  he 
^  servant  to,  he  is  also  leader  of, 
e  flock- -ministering  to  them,  but 
t  the  same  time  directing  them, 
onstantly  striving  to  enlarge  his  fold. 

A  dedicated  minister  is  a  busy  one, 
ne  who  suffers  with  the  cold,  the 
eat;  one  who  walks  through  mud  and 
ust;  one  who  knows  every  emotion 
/ell  and  has  experienced  such  per- 
onally;  one  who  is  subject  to  heart  - 
che  as  well  as  happiness,  but  who, 
n  feeling  so  deeply,  is  able  to  view 
bjectively,  with  the  primary  in- 
"  ention  of  doing  his  Father's  will  in 

II  things.  Such  a  minister  was  the 
ate  Rev.  W.  H.  Laughinghouse  of 
5itt  County,  North  Carolina,  who 
lerved  his  denomination,  but  more 
particularly,  his  Lord  for  over  half 

century.  Mr.  Laughinghouse  died  in 
935  (well  before  this  writer  was 
»orn),  but  he  made  profound  impres- 
ions  which  are  still  seen  in  the  lives 
f  those  whom  he  served  and  led  and 
jj  i  the  lives  of  those  who  knew  him  well 
nd  speak  of  him  favorably,  nostal- 
gically manifesting  a  deep  sense  of 
depreciation  for  this  "messenger  of 
lie  truth. "  It  is  evident,  accordingly, 
hat  Mr.  Laughinghouse  epitomizes, 
'  pr  most  people  who  knew  him,  every 
Tiristian  virtue. 

Time  is  unkind.  Most  often  it 
Reaves  behind  the  scars  of  struggle 
ind  hurt  rather  than  the  memory  of 
;oodnesses,  kind  deeds,  and  selfless 
bervice  to  divine  causes.  History  is 
iSull  of  gruesome  events  which  over- 
shadow the  pleasant.    Greed  over- 


(A  Tribute  to  the  Late  W.  H.  Laughinghouse) 


shadows  benevolence;  war  over- 
shadows peace;  hate  overshadows 
love.  We  are  in  full  acknowledgment 
of  these  facts;  still,  every  ill  wind 
cannot  destroy  good  influence,  for 
good  influence  will  propagate  itself 
continually  and  prove  to  be  the  best 
compliment  to  a  godly  life.  Thus  it 
was,  and  thus  it  is,  with  the  late  Mr. 
Laughinghouse.  Here  was  a  man- -a 
man  who  walked  through  life  with 
God  and  made  his  tracks  on  Time. 
Here  was  a  man  whose  merits  were 
(and  are)  extolled  by  countless  friends 
in  writing,  in  conversation,  and  in 
daily  living.  While  it  is  true  that 
Time  waits  for  no  man,  it  is  also 
true  that  every  man  makes  his 
mark- -be  it  good  or  bad- -and  if  it 
should  prove  to  be  good,  this  mark 
shall  be  an  everlasting  reminder  of 
what  this  man  did,  where  he  went,  and 
more  especially,  the  directing  force 
of  his  living.  So  shall  it  be  with 
the  Rev.  W.  H.  Laughinghouse. -- 
Tommy  Manning. 

Relative  to  the  life  and  influence 
of  W.  H.  Laughinghouse,  two  tributes 
are  reprinted  here,  the  first  having 
been  written  by  Mr.  Laughinghouse 's 
son-in-law,  the  late  Mr.  G.  L.  Rouse 
of  Winterville. 

"To  him  who  lies  beneath  this  sod, 
Whose   feet   for   many  years  this 

earth  have  trod, 
For  his  many,  many  years  of  toil 

and  strife, 
In  trying  to  prepare  souls  for  eternal 

life; 

The  evil  spirits  upon  his  life  had  no 
hold, 

For  he  preached  the  gospel,  both 

fearless  and  bold. 
His  life  was  spent  in  defending  his 

creed, 

And  the  pleasure  of  this  world  he 

had  no  need. 
Like  many  of  the  patriarchs  of  old, 
He  preached  not  for  the  gain  of  gold. 
May  life's  memories  of  him  be  sweet, 
And  in  heaven  someday,  his  spirit 

may  we  meet. 
To  him  whose  soul  is  emancipated, 
This  moment  to  him  is  dedicated." 

F.  M.  Wooten  wrote  the  following 
shortly  after  the  death  of  Mr.  Laugh- 
inghouse: 

"Elder  W.  H.  Laughinghouse 's 
epistle  to  his  people  is  closed.  His 
work  is  finished;  his  teachings  and 
examples  to  his  people  are  now  a 
living  force  among  us  to  be  preserved 


and  extended  into  the  future.  To  him 
we  should  say:  'Blessed  are  the  pure 
in  heart,  for  they  shall  see  God.' 
His  life  was  dedicated  to  the  use  of 
his  fellow  beings,  teaching  men,  wom- 
en, and  children  God's  will  as  he 
understood  it.  Certainly,  his  teach- 
ings and  life  have  blessed  thousands 
of  human  beings.  Pitt  County  is,  by 
reason  of  his  life  and  service,  a 
better  place  in  which  to  live,  because 
of  his  life  and  teachings  in  the  county. 
Truly,  he  exemplified  love,  to  do  just- 
ly, to  love  mercy,  and  to  walk  humbly 
with  God. 

Elder     Laughinghouse  inherited 
strength  of  his  ancestors  and  ac- 
quired and  developed  strength  of  his 
fellow  beings  in  his  county.  His 
life      covered      a      span     of  81 
years,  and  this  was  spent  primarily 
for  the  good  of  mankind,  mostly  within 
Pitt,  our  county.    Such  good  as  he 
acquired  of  his  fellow  beings  was 
lived,  and  in  my  opinion,  multiplied 
many  times.  He  selected  and  made  a 
part  of  his  life  the  good  of  the  environ- 
ment into  which  he  was  born  and  in 
which  he  lived,  and  such  good  which 
he  acquired  of  his  environment  he 
used  to  make  better  the  environ- 
ment in  which  we  live.  Certainly,  in 
Pitt  County  the  environment  in  which 
he  lived  at  the  time  of  his  departure 
was  better,  vastly,  than  the  environ- 
ment into  which  he  was  born. 

No  more  admirable  monument 
could  be  erected  to  the  life  and  ser- 
vices of  this  good  man  than  the  en- 
largement by  us  who  survive  him, 
the  benefits  which  he  devoted  his 
life  to  bringing  to  us  and  all  his  fellow 
beings.  To  ignore  his  accomplish- 
ments and  permit  them  to  die  out 
of  the  minds  and  hearts  of  the  people 
of  Pitt,  our  county,  would  be  a  sign 
of  ingratitude,  of  which,  in  my  opinion 
our  county  will  not  be  guilty.  Of  this 
good  man  we  can  say:  'He  has  been 
by  a  white -winged  angel  band  borne 
to  the  faraway  home  of  the  soldier 
where  no  stroms  ever  beat  on  that 
peaceful  shore  while  the  years  of 
eternity  roll.'  " 

A  devoted  servant  was  he,  and 
though  we  never  knew  him  person- 
ally, we  see  the  fruits  of  his  works 
being  borne  daily  to  the  betterment 
of  mankind.  Two  active  Free  Will 
Baptist  daughters,  Mrs.  Malissa 
Rouse  of  Winterville  and  Mrs.  Daisy 
Carroll  of  Greenville,  are  justly 
proud  of  the  memory  of  the  late  Rev. 
W.  H.  Laughinghouse. 
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SUNDAY,  OCTOBER  13 
Scripture   Reading- -Psalm  46:10 
Stopping  to  Listen 

A  man  working  in  an  ice  plant  amid 
the  ice,  and  the  sawdust  in  which  it 
was  stored,  lost  a  valuable  watch.  His 
fellow  workmen  searched  with  him 
for  more  than  two  hours,  but  were  un- 
able to  find  it.  They  left  the  plant  for 
lunch  and  returned  to  find  a  little  boy 
with  the  watch  in  his  hand.  "However 
did  you  find  it?"  they  inquired.  He 
replied,  "I  just  lay  down  in  the  saw- 
dust and  heard  it  ticking."  We,  too, 
cannot  find  God  by  intensive,  bustling 
search,  but  must  "be  still,  and  know 
that  I  am  God. "--Rev.  C.  E.  Travis. 

Prayer  Thought 

God's  Spirit  is  as  close  as  the  air 
we  breathe.  The  way  to  find  Him  is 
to  accept  His  teachings  and  believe  in 
Him;   then   God   will   come  to  us. 

MONDAY,  OCTOBER  14 

Scripture  Reading- -3  John  11 
A  Boy's  Example 

Our  pastor,  Dr.  Harold  Purdy,  said 
that  some  years  ago  he  heard  a 
preacher  tell  over  the  radio  of  an  ex- 
perience he  had  on  a  Pullman.  He  was 
talking  with  two  businessmen  when  a 
young  boy  got  on  the  train.  His 
parents  were  with  him,  but  they 
kissed  him  good-by  and  left  him,  and 
they  guessed  that  the  boy  was  going 
away  to  school.  One  could  tell  that  the 
boy  was  not  accustomed  to  traveling 
on  a  Pullman,  but  he  watched  the  other 
passengers  and  when  he  saw  them 
push  a  button  and  get  the  porter,  he 
pushed  his  button  and  asked  the  porter 
to  make  down  his  berth.  After  the 
berth  was  ready,  the  boy  took  down 
his  suitcase  and  took  out  a  Bible.  He 
sat  on  the  edge  of  his  berth  and  read 
from  the  Bible.  His  face  was  a  bit  red 
as  he  saw  so  many  eyes  fastened  upon 
him,  but  he  knelt  beside  his  berth  in 
prayer  before  he  retired.  One  of  the 
businessmen  remarked  to  the 
preacher  that  it  had  been  a  longtime 
since  he  had  seen  anything  like  that, 
in  fact,  not  since  he  had  seen  his  own 
mother  kneel  in  prayer.  He  admitted 
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that  he  had  drifted  from  her  teaching, 
and  asked  the  preacher  to  help  him 
back  into  the  right  way.  The  preacher 
said  he  was  able  to  lead  both  of  those 
businessmen  to  the  Lord,  then  added 
that  he  was  not  the  one  who  had  done 
this;  but  the  boy  who  was  not  ashamed 
to  kneel  in  prayer  there  on  the  train 
had  really  led  them  to  Christ. --Dr. 
Harold  J.  Purdy. 

Prayer  Thought 

Are  we  ashamed  of  God?  As  pro- 
fessing Christians  this  is  probably  an 
insulting  question.  But  if  we  are  hes- 
itant to  even  carry  our  Bibles  to 
church,  it  causes  one  to  wonder  if  we 
would  be  hesitant  to  admit  aloud  our 
love  of  God. 

TUESDAY,  OCTOBER  15 

Scripture  Reading- -Romans  3:9- 

18 

An  Accurate  Portrait 
A  prominent  photographer  of  Mil- 
waukee, Wisconsin,  says  that  there 
are  actually  few  beautiful  women  or 
handsome  men  in  the  world.  It  takes 
a  good  photographer ,  by  careful  light  - 
ing  and  posing,  to  make  almost  any 
human  face  attractive,  he  contends. 
"It  is  interesting  to  see  the  number  of 
persons  who  do  not  know  that  they 
have  a  crooked  nose ,  one  eye  smaller , 
or  a  lopsided  face,  or  some  other 
fault,"  this  authority  said,  and  he 
added:  "When  people  look  into  a 
mirror  they  usually  are  combing 
their  hair,  shaving,  or  otherwise  in 
motion.  Motion  is  the  great  deceiver , 
and  when  in  motion  the  faults  are 
minimized.  It  is  when  the  face  is 
stationary,  as  in  a  photograph,  that  the 
faults  become  apparent."  The  Lord 
has  taken  a  life-sized  photograph, 
so  to  speak,  of  man  in  his  natural 
condition.  He  shows  it  in  Romans 
3:9-18.  We  have  not  yet  heard  of  a 
person  who  called  it  beautiful,  but 
we  have  heard  of  some  who  said  it 
was  not  a  true  picture  of  them.  We 
must  not  blame  God's  camera.  It 
is  perfect.  How  true,  as  this  man 
says,  that  "motion  is  a  great 
deceiver . ' '  Sinners  are  so  busy  doing 
this  and  that,  going  hither  and  yon, 
seeking  to  establish  their  own  righ- 
teousness. They  do  not  care  to  stop 
and  look  intently  at  the  photograph 
taken  of  them. --Tom  M.  Olsen. 

Prayer  Thought 

If  we  cannot  bear  to  view  God's 
picture  of  ourselves,  we  need  to 
touch  up  our  lives.  God's  camera 
is  most  discerning  and  unerringly 
accurate. 

WEDNESDAY,  OCTOBER  16 

Scripture  Reading- -John  15:5,  6 

What  Kind  Are  YOU? 
There  are  three  kinds  of  church 


members :  There  are  the  ' '  Old  Faith  • 
fuls."  Heaven  bless  them!  Then' 
there  are  the  "Once-in-a-Whilers." 
They  are  also  known  as  "Up  am 
Downers,"  or,  "In  and  Outers."  The; 
come  one  Sunday,  and  stay  away  five 
There  are  also  the  "Almost  Never  s.' 
They  never  come!  Perhaps,  Ishouli 
not  have  said,  "Never."  They  d< 
come  on  Easter,  or  on  Christmas. - 
Rev.  Harold  F.  Stoddard. 

Prayer  Thought 
Pray  that  God  is  an  "Old  Faithful' 
and  not  a  '  'never. ' '  It  is  so  reassurin; 
to  know  thatGodiseverpresentinou; 
time  of  need.  Would  that  we  weresij 
dependable! 


THURSDAY,  OCTOBER  17 

Scripture   Reading- -1   John  5:1) 

Death  in  Life 

He  always  said  he  would  retiri 
When  he  had  made  a  million  clean 

And  so  he  toiled  into  the  dusk; 
From  day  to  day,  from  year  t; 
year. 

At  last  he  put  his  ledgers  up 

And  laid  his  stock  reports  aside 4 

But   when  he   started   out  to  liv 
He  found   he   had   already  die*, 
--Earnest  Workei 

Prayer  Thought 
Many  of  us  are  "already  dead. 
In  fact,  what  to  many  of  us  seem 
life  is  in  reality  death.  When  w, 
finish  with  these  deathly  lives  w 
lead,  we  may  be  awestricken  at  tlf 
eternal  death  we  have  prepared  fc 
ourselves. 


FRIDAY,  OCTOBER  18 

Scripture  Reading- -Matthew  5: j 

His  Face  Shone 
Biographers   of   Fenelon  tell  1 
that  he  lived  in  such  intimate  felloy 
ship  with  God  that  his  very  fa| 
shone.    Lord  Peterborough,  a  ske 
tic,  was  obliged  to  spend  the  nig  I 
with  him  at  an  inn.    In  the  morni I 
he   rushed   away,    saying,      "If  I 
stay  another  night  with  that  ma 
I  shall  be  a  Christian  in  spite  I 
myself!"  Someone  else  said  of  hii 
"His  manners  were  full  of  grac 
his  voice  full  of  love,  and  his  fa i 
full  of  glory.  "--Elisha  Safford. 

Prayer  Thought 
It  is  very  true  that  if  there  i 
any   goodness  in  us  it  does  sh<i 
through  in  our  faces  and  our  live 
What  do  our  faces  reflect?    Is  I 
loving -kindness,   or   leering  loa 
someness? 

(Continued  on  Page  15) 
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Conducted  by  J.  P.  BARROW 
Route  1,  Box  475,  LaGrange,  North  Carolina  28551 


Question:  Why  did  God  accept 
sfbel's  offering  and  reject  Cain's? 

Answer:    It   was  because  Cain's 
ffering   was  offered  without  faith 
hat  God  rejected  it.    It  would  have 
i»een  similar  to  accepting  heathen 
/orshipers'    offerings   for   God  to 
ave  accepted  Cain's  offering.  God 
irjti  His  grace  and  mercy  provided  a 
arlray  by  which  fallen  man  might  re- 
urn  to  Him  after  our  first  parents 
tjlinned  by  disobeying  God  and  eating 
hat  which  He  had  told  them  not  to 
at.     Now  it  must  be  in  an  act  of 
tbedience  by  which  man  comes  and  is 
iccepted   of   God.     It  must  be  in 
"fiod's  provided  way  and  through  His 
provided  means.   "And  Samuel  said, 
5'Iath  the  LORD  as  great  delight  in 
mrnt  offerings  and  sacrifices,  as  in 
>beying  the   voice   of  the  LORD? 
behold,  to  obey  is  better  than  sac- 
ifice,  and  to  hearken  than  the  fat 
w|r  rams"  (1  Samuel  15:22) 
w 

iti  In  the  first  place,  Cain  did  not 
fojbey  God  in  the  offering  of  his  sac- 
ifice  and  second,  he  did  not  exercise 
aith,  but  made  an  offering  according 
his  own  will  and  choosing.  As 
n  all  else  He  does,  God  had  His 
efinite  reasons  why  He  required  the 
hedding  of  blood  which  suggested 
nd  typified  one,  who  in  the  mind 
j.\t  God  was  given  as,  and  accepted 
J(n  the  atoning  for  man's  sin. 

Doctor  Kenneth  S.  Wuest  makes 
J'he  following  valuable  comment  in 
[is  book,  Word  Studies  in  Hebrews: 
"(2)  First  Testament  madeopera- 
ive  by  death  of  animal  (w.  18-22). 

"(9:18)  In  view  of  the  fact  that  a 
estamentary  disposition  requires 
Mie  death  of  the  testator  to  make  it 
iffective,  the  writer  says  that  it 
yas  necessary  for  the  First  Testa- 
ment to  be  inaugurated  with  blood; 
hat  is,  by  a  death. 

' ' Translation  From  whence  it  f ol  - 
ows  that  neither  was  the  First 
testament  inaugurated  without  blood. 

"(9:19,  20)  The  Testator  of  the 
"irst  Testament  was  God,  for  it  was 


God  who  was  the  source  of  salvation 
for  believers  in  Old  Testament  times . 
But  God  was  not  yet  ready  to  come 
in  the  Person  of  His  Son  and  die 
on  the  Cross  for  man.  Therefore,  He 
provided  a  substitute  which  would 
typically  represent  Him  in  death,  a 
death  that  would  make  the  First 
Testament  effective.  This  substi- 
tute was  an  animal.  The  emphasis 
in  these  verses  is  that  everything 
connected  with  the  Testament  bears 
the  mark  of  blood,  death. 

"Translation.  For  after  every 
commandment  was  spoken  by  Moses 
to  all  the  people,  he  took  the  blood  of 
calves  and  of  goats,  with  water  and 
scarlet  wool,  and  hyssop,  and  sprin- 
kled both  the  book  and  all  the  people, 
saying,  This  is  the  blood  of  the 
Testament  which  God  enjoined  to 
you. 

"(9:21,  22)  The  word  'almost'  in 
the  Greek  text  is  prefixed  to  the 
entire  clause.  The  idea  is  'I  may 
almost  say,'  or,  'one  may  almost 
say.'  The  exception  to  the  rule 
that  cleansing  is  by  blood,  is  in 
the  case  where  water  was  used 
for  cleansing  from  certain  pollutions. 

"Translation.  Moreover,  the  tab- 
ernacle and  all  the  instruments  of  the 
service  with  blood  he  likewise  sprin- 
kled. And  one  may  almost  say  with 
blood  all  things  are  cleansed  ac- 
cording to  the  law.  And  without 
bloodshedding,  there  is  no  remis- 
sion." 


Dr.  L.  T.  Talbot,    in  answering 
a  similar  question  on  Pages  67,  68 
in   his   book  Bible  Questions  Ex- 
plained, expresses  good  thoughts  in 
the  answering  of  this  question: 


"Because  Cain  brought  a  bloodless 
sacrifice,  in  spite  of  the  fact  that 
God  had  taught  him  that  'without 
shedding  of  blood  is  no  remission' 
of  sin  (Hebrews  9:22).  Abel,  on 
the  other  hand,  brought  'the  first- 


lings of  his  flock'  (Genesis  4:4),  a 
blood  sacrifice,  that  showed  his  faith 
in  the  coming  of  Christ,  'the  Lamb 
of  God,  which  taketh  away  the  sin 
of  the  world'  (John  1:29).  Hebrews 
11:4  leaves  no  room  for  doubt;  for 
there  we  read  that  'by  faith  Abel 
offered  unto  God  a  more  excellent 
sacrifice  than  Cain.'  And  in  He- 
brews 12:24  the  blood  of  Jesus  is 
called  'the  blood  of  sprinkling,  that 
speaketh  better  things  than  that  of 
Abel.'  Here  the  type  is  definitely 
explained. 

"Every  Old  Testament  saint  is  in 
heaven  today  because  he  believed 
God's  promises- -and  they  were 
many,  given  in  plain  statement,  in 
shadow,  and  in  type- -that  the  only 
Redeemer  was  to  come  to  die  for  a 
sinful  world.  And  every  lost  soul  of 
every  age  will  be  in  hell  because 
he  spurned  God's  only  way  of  sal- 
vation, which  is  the  way  of  the  Cross. 
There  is  none  other  name  under 
heaven  given  among  men,  whereby  we 
must  be  saved'  (Acts  4:12)." 


"By  faith  Abel  offered  unto  God 
a  more  excellent  sacrifice  than  Cain, 
by  which  he  obtained  witness  that  he 
was  righteous,  God  testifying  of  his 
gifts:  and  by  it  he  being  dead  yet 
speaketh ' '  (Hebrews  11:4);  "  For  the 
bodies  of  those  beasts,  whose  blood 
is  brought  into  the  sanctuary  by  the 
high  priest  for  sin,  are  burned  without 
the  camp.  Wherefore  Jesus  also,  that 
he  might  sanctify  the  people  with 
his  own  blood,  suffered  without  the 
gate.  ...  By  him  therefore  let  us 
offer  the  sacrifice  of  praise  to  God 
continually,  that  is,  the  fruit  of  our 
lips  giving  thanks  to  his  name.  But 
to  do  good  and  to  communicate  forget 
not:  for  with  such  sacrifices  God  is 
well  pleased"  (Hebrews  13:11,  12, 
15,  16).  According  to  Hebrews 
9:22  (quoted  above)  there  could  be 
no  remission  of  sin  in  Cain's  of- 
fering, and  also  according  to  i  John 
1:7.  The  blood  of  Christ  symbolized 
in  the  offering  made  by  Abel  cleanses 
from  all  sin;  so  one  in  Abel's  day 
needed  to  offer  the  blood  of  the 
animal  as  designated  by  God,  confess 
and  forsake  his  sin,  and  follow  Christ 
as  we  are  taught  in  the  Bible.  "He 
that  covereth  his  sins  shall  not 
prosper:  but  whoso  confesseth  and 
forsaketh  them  shall  have  mercy" 
(Proverbs  28:13). 


THE  UNFINISHED  TASK 

Though  our  task  is  not  to  bring 
all  the  world  to  Christ,  our  task 
is  unquestionably  to  bring  Christ  to 
all   the  world. -Dr.   A.  J.  Gordon. 
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Free  Will  Baptist  Children's  Home 

ffiSSBi  <A  Christian  Home  for  Bon  mm*  Ghh" 

MiniMj;si:x,  north  Carolina  27557 

MR.  SAMMY  WEEKS,  Superintendent  -  Phone  (919)235-4079 


OFFERINGS  FOR 
CHILDREN'S  HOME 
1974  STATE  CONVENTION 

The  offerings  for  the  Free  Will 
Baptist  Children's  Home  received  at 
the  North  Carolina  State  Convention 
of  Original  Free  Will  Baptists  held 
recently  in  the  Kenan  Auditorium, 
Kenansville,  amount  at  $17,340.36. 
Listed  below  are  the  conferences 
and  the  churches  in  each  that  parti- 
cipated in  this  offering. 
Albermarle  Conference 
Total- -$1,071.11 

Free  Union 

Hickory  Chapel 

Malachi's  Chapel 

Mt.  Zion 

Sidney 

St.  Paul 

Union  Chapel 

Cape  Fear  Conference 
Total- -$2,750. 15 

Eastwood 

Goldsboro,  First 

Hopewell 

Lee's  Chapel 

Johnston  Union 

Palmer  Memorial 

Riverside 

Smyrna 

St.  Paul 

Wooten's  Chapel 

Yelverton's  Grove  Sunday  School 
Yelverton's  Grove 

Central  Conference 

Total- -$3,451.88 
Aspen  Grove 
Black  Jack 
Bethany 

Dawson's  Grove 

Dilda's  Grove  Sunday  School 

Dilda's  Grove 

Edgewood  Sunday  School 

Friendship  Class  No.  5 

Friendship 

Greenville,  First 

Gum  Swamp 

Harrell's  Chapel 

Hull  Road 

Ormondsville 

Owen's  Chapel 

Peace 

Pleasant  Hill 
Reedy  Branch 
Saratoga 
Williamston 
Winterville 


Eastern  Conference 
Total- -$5,769.48 

Antioch 

Bethlehem 

Bridgeton 

Christian  Chapel 

Core  Creek 

Croatan 

Davis 

Faith 

Gray  Branch  Sunday  School 

Gray  Branch 

Grant's  Chapel 

Holly  Springs 

Juniper  Chapel 

Lanier's  Chapel 

Macedonia 

May's  Chapel 

Memorial 

Moseley's  Creek 

Mt.  Pleasant 

Mt.  Zion  (Onslow) 

Mt.  Zion  (Pamlico) 

New  Bethlehem 

New  Haven 

Mt.  Olive 

Oriental 

Pear  sail's  Chapel 

Piney  Grove  Sunday  School 

Rooty  Branch 

Sandy  Plain 

Sarecta 

Sandy  Plain  Sunday  School 
Sound  View 

Sound  View  Sunday  School 

Sneads  Ferry 

Walnut  Creek 

Wintergreen 

Wilmington 

Northeast 

Pee  Dee  Association 
Total- -$912.50 

Beaver  Dam 

Mt.  Calvary 

Oak  Grove 

White  Oak  Grove 

Western  Conference 
Total- -$3,360.24 

Barnes  Hill 

Branch  Chapel 

Calvary 

Everett's  Chapel 
Friendship 
Free  Union 
Flood's  Chapel 
Kenly 
Little  Rock 


Living  Waters 

Milbournie 

Marsh  Swamp 

Pleasant  Hill 

Pleasant  Grove 

Pleasant  Grove  Sunday  School 

Rosebud 

Spring  Hill 

Stony  Hill 

Stoney  Creek 

Stancil's  Chapel 

Union  Grove 

West  Hillsborough 

Miscellanoueous 

Total- -$25.00 


STATE  CONVENTION  APPROVES 
RETIREMENT  HOMES 

During  the  last  session  of  our  Stat 
Convention  held  on  September  1 1  an 
12,  the  convention  approved  the  es 
tablishment  of  a  retirement  home 
village.  The  retirement  homes' non 
profit  corporation  will  become  ef 
fective  January  1,  1975,  if  approve 
by  conferences  representing 
majority  of  the  members  of  our  Fre 
Will  Baptist  denomination.  The  con 
vention  adopted  the  following  recom 
mendations  and  changes  to  the  Con 
stitution  and  Bylaws: 

1.  We,  the  Children's  Home  Boar 
of  Trustees  and  the  Superannuation 
Board,  jointly  recommend  that  thj 
State  Convention  of  Original  Fre 
Will  Baptists  of  North  Carolina  es 
tablish  by  Constitution  amendment 
a  retirement  homes'  nonprofit  cor 
poration  and  board  of  trustees  to  be 
come  effective  January  1, 1975,  as  in 
dicated  in  this  written  report;  bil 
contingent  upon  ratification  by  con 
ferences  representing  a  majority  o 
the  members  of  our  denomination, 

2.  We  further  recommend  th 
construction  of  retirement  homes  be 
gin  whenever  money  is  available  an 
for  no  debt  to  be  incurred. 

3.  Additionally,  we  recommen 
that  construction  of  apartment  unit 
occur  as  occupany  demands. 

4.  We  move  the  adoption  of  thi 
report  and  that  following  amendment 
to  the  Constitution  and  Bylaws  b 
read  and  placed  upon  the  table  fo 
appropriate  action: 

a.  Add  to  Article  II  of  the  By- 
laws: Section  23- -Retirement 
Homes  Board:  The  Board  of 
Trustees  of  the  Free  Will  Bap- 
tist Retirement  Homes,  Middlesex, 
North  Carolina,  shall  Decomposed 
of  the  Children's  Home  Board  of 
Trustees  and  the  Superannuation 
Board. 

(Continued  on  Page  15) 
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rJ  The  New  Creations,  an  evangelistic 
eJteam  of  students  from  Mount  Olive 
"(College,  will  present  a  program  at 
■he  following  places: 

J  October  13,  Sunday,  11  a.m.,Piney 
uprove  Church,  Kenly. 
n  October  14,  Monday,  7  p.m.,  Edge  - 
| pood  church  fellowship  building, 
nCrisp.  Also  the  Edgecombe -Halifax 
Counties  Mount  Olive  development 
[fanner. 

i|,  October  19,  Saturday,  7:30  p.m., 
Masonic  Lodge,  Bayboro.  Also  the 
ijPamlico  County  Mount  Olive  develop- 
ment dinner. 

i  October  20 ,  Sunday ,  11a.m. ,  Pleas  - 
Ant  Hill  Free  Will  Baptist  Church, 

Pikeville. 
November  6,  Wednesday,  7  p.m., 

Middlesex  Elementary  School,  Mid- 
j  [ilesex.  Also  the  Nash  County  Mount 
'Olive  development  dinner. 

November  8,  Friday,  7:15  p.m., 

Dixon  School,  Dixon.    Also  the  On- 
flow-New Hanover  Counties  Mount 
fpiive  development  dinner. 
'J  November  9,   Saturday,  7  p.m., 

phocowinity    High    School,  Choco- 

winity.    Also  the  Beaufort  County 

jrHE  FREE  WILL  BAPTIST 


Mount  Olive  development  dinner. 

November  14,  Thursday,  7:30p.m., 
Plymouth  High  School  Cafeteria, 
Plymouth.  Also  the  Washington, 
Tyrrell,  Martin,  and  Pasquotank 
Counties  Mount  Olive  development 
dinner. 


ADVANCEMENT  COUNCIL 
MEMBERSHIP  GROWS 

As  of  September  20,  thirty -nine 
Free  Will  Baptist  churches  have 
designated  lay  members  of  the 
Church -College  Advancement  Coun- 
cil of  Mount  Olive  College.  The  fol- 
lowing lay  persons  currently  serve 
as  members  of  the  Council: 

Albemarle  Conference  -  -  Lloyd 
Jones  Jr.,  Mount  Zion;  James  W. 
Cahoon,  Sound  Side;  and  Bill  Gur- 
ganus,  Union  Chapel. 

Cape  Fear  Conference- -Mrs. 
Betty  Lee  Whitlet,  Hopewell;  Mrs. 
Merle  Stephenson,  Johnston  Union; 
Junie  Warren,  Oak  Grove;  and  L.  G. 
Creech,  Saint  Paul. 

Central  Conference- -Rex  Wain- 
wright,  Bethany;  J.  C.  Boyd,  Black 


Jack;  Mrs.  Danny  Taylor,  Free 
Union;  Jimmy  L.  Jones,  Grimsley; 
Mrs.  Floyd  P.  Harris,  Gum  Swamp; 
James  R.  McLawhorn,  Little  Creek; 
Alton  G.  Ausbon,  Piney  Grove  (Beau- 
fort County);  Mrs.  Mahue  Bailey, 
Rose  of  Sharon;  Mrs.  Eloise  Futrell, 
Sweet  Gum  Grove;  and  Howard  Rad- 
ford, First  Church,  Williamston. 

Eastern  Conference- -Phillip 
Wood,  Bethlehem;  Nathan  Hinkle, 
Cabin;  James  Wilmoth,  Croatan;  Jane 
Brooks,  Dublin  Grove;  Glenn  Lupton, 
Grant's  Chapel;  Mrs.  Thomas  G. 
McLamb,  Hillsberry;  Elton  Price, 
Indian  Springs;  Jesse  B.  Rouse,  Jack- 
son Heights;  J.  T.  Wilson,  Juniper 
Chapel;  A.  Stanley  Jenkins,  First 
Church,  Kinston;  Tom  Caroon,  Ori- 
ental; Miss  Lawanna  Taylor,  Smith's 
New  Home;  and  Jane  Groves,  First 
Church  Wilmington. 

Western  Conference- -Mrs.  Har- 
vey Pittman,  Calvary;  Leon  (Buck) 
Peele,  Fremont  Chapel;  Charles 
Raper,  Little  Rock;  Fred  Boykin, 
Marsh  Swamp;  Mrs.  Zora  Bunn, 
Pleasant  Hill;  Treat  Brown,  Pleas- 
ant Plain;  Mrs.  Myrtle  Scott,  Mrs. 
Betty  Ferrell,  Mrs.  Kathy  Sullivan, 
Mrs.  Berta  Edwards,  Saint  Mary's 
Mrs.  Kathy  Byrnes,  Stony  Hill;  and 
Russell  Corbitt,  Union  Grove. 

All  Free  Will  Baptist  churches 
are  urged  to  designate  a  member  of 
the  Church -College  Advancement 
Council  at  their  earliest  opportunity. 


GIDEONS  PRESENT 
BIBLES  IN  MEMORY 
OF  STUDENT 

On  Tuesday,  September  17,  the 
Gideons  of  the  Goldsboro  area  pre- 
sented a  New  Testament  with  Psalms 
and  Proverbs  to  each  student  and 
faculty  member  of  Mount  Olive  Col- 
lege. 

The  Bibles  were  presented  in 
memory  of  Miss  Lou  Gurley  Uzzell 
who  was  killed  in  a  car  accident  on 
the  night  of  September  9,  as  she  was 
returning  home  from  classes  at  the 
College.  Miss  Uzzell  was  an  active 
member  of  the  Adamsville  Baptist 
Church  near  Goldsbor. 

Present  on  behalf  of  the  Gideons 
International  to  present  the  Bibles 
were:  Dr.  Robert  Getchel,  Wes 
Farmer,  Captain  Wayne  Lee,  Karl 
Kornegay,  Bob  Marker,  Donald  Peele, 
and  William  Parks. 


THE  MYSTERY  OF  TRUTH 

In  the  Christian  life  we  must  lose 
to  gain;  we  must  give  to  obtain;  we 
must  be  last  to  be  first;  we  must  be 
humble  to  be  exalted;  we  must  be  least 
to  be  greatest;  we  must  die  to  live. 
--E.  H.  Blake,  in  The  Missionary 
Worker. 
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Of  Denominational  Interest 

Sorority  Meeting  and  Womanless 
Wedding  at  Holly  Springs 

A  large  audience  (between  150 
and  200  persons),  along  with  the 
casts,  enjoyed  an  evening  of  enter- 
tainment recently  presented  by  the 
ladies  and  men  of  Holly  Springs 
Free  Will  Baptist  Church  at  New- 
port. The  entertainment  was  pre- 
sented in  the  fellowship  hall  of  the 
church. 

The  ladies  of  the  church  present- 
ed "HUB  Sorority  Meeting,"  HUB 
meaning  House  of  Unclaimed  Bless- 
ings. The  members  attending  the 
sorority  meeting  were  as  follows: 
Patience,  Mrs.  Marty  Bright;  Anx- 


The  brotherhood  of  the  church 
presented  the  womanless  wedding  of 
"Little  Edgar  and  Big  Bertha." 
Members  of  the  wedding  party  were 
as  follows:  bride,  James  Phillips; 
groom,  Lloyd  Sanders;  best  man, 
Les  Gray;  matron  of  honor,  Vernon 
Slaughter;  bridesmaids,  Kenneth 
Skinner,  Tom  Riggs,  Benny  Benson, 
Earl  Godwin,  and  David  Ward;  flower 
girl,  Nathan  Garner;  ushers,  Paul 
Brumbaugh  and  Alex  Cleghorn; 
preacher,  J.  B.  Starnes,  pastor  of 


iety,  Mrs.  Martha  Dail;  Meticulous, 
Mrs.  Pat  Gurganus;  Perseverance, 
Mrs.  Pauline  Garner;  and  Overanx- 
ious, Mrs.  Agnes  Garner.  The 
subject  for  the  meeting  was  "How 
to  Catch  a  Husband."  The  outcome 
of  the  meeting  was  that  whereas  the 
qualifications  for  a  husband  had  al- 
ways been  rather  strict- -young, 
handsome ,  intelligent ,  etc .  -  -  the 
qualifications  should  be  reduced  to 
one  characteristic: he  should  be  male 
The  meeting  adjourned  with  the  mem- 
bers of  the  sorority  singing  their 
battle  cry,  "On  the  Warpath, 
Sisters."  This  was  sung  to  the  tune 
of  "I've  Been  Working  on  the  Rail- 
road." 


the  church;  mother  of  the  bride,  Tom- 
my Wade;  father  of  the  bride,  Jesse 
Gray;  mother  of  the  groom,  Travis 
Davis;  pianist,  James  Gurganus;  and 
soloist,  Hilton  Gurganus.  The  wed- 
ding ended  with  "Big  Bertha"  carry- 
ing "  Little  Edgar ' '  over  the  threshold 
since  he  was  just  too  weak  to  carry 
her,  and  Bertha  shouting,  "Look 
what  I've  got,  Ma!"  Refreshments 
of  wedding  cake,  nuts,  mints,  and 
punch  were  served  immediately  fol- 
lowing the  wedding. 


From  the  two  plays  approximately 
$100  was  raised  to  purchase  drap- 
eries for  the  fellowship  hall.  Di- 
rectors for  both  plays  were  Mrs. 
Macon  Garner,  Mrs.  D.  N.  McCain, 
and  Mrs.  Joyce  Lane. 

Rock  Springs  Church 
Announces  Homecoming 

Homecoming  services  will  be  ob- 
served at  the  Rock  Springs  Free  Will 
Baptist  Church  of  Bailey,  Sunday, 
October  20.  Following  Sunday  school 
at  10  a.m.,  the  homecoming  message 
will  be  delivered  by  a  former  pastor, 
the  Rev.  Paul  Lee.  Lunch  will  be 
served  at  the  noon  hour,  followed 
with  a  program  of  singing  in  the 
afternoon.  The  pastor,  the  Rev. 
Luther  Bissette,  and  the  church  mem- 
bership invite  all  former  members, 
former  pastors,  and  friends  to  attend. 


Mt.  Tabor  Homecoming 
Scheduled  for  October  13 

On  Sunday,  October  13,  the  Mount  | 
Tabor  Free  Will  Baptist  Church  near  i 
Creswell    will   observe  its  annualt 
homecoming  with  the  services  be-  , 
ginning  with  Sunday  school  at  10  a.  m. 
At  the  morning  worship  hour  the  Rev. 
Larry  Barbour,  a  former  pastor  who 
is  now  pastoring  the  Saratoga  church, 
will  bring  the  homecoming  message. 
This  is  to  be  followed  with  lunch 
served  on  the  church  grounds  at  the} 
noon  hour.  A  singspiration  has  been 
planned  for  the  afternoon. 

The  pastor,  the  Rev.  William- 
Littleton ,  and  the  church  membership! 
cordially  invite  the  public  to  attend.  ? 

Winterville  Church 
Announces  Homecoming 

Homecoming  will  be  observed  at 
the  Winterville,  North  Carolina,  Free 
Will  Baptist  Church,  Sunday,  October5 
13.  The  pastor,  the  Rev.  Jack  Mayo, 
will  deliver  the  homecoming  mes- 
sage, followed  with  a  memorial 
service  conducted  by  Miss  Leal 
McGlohon.  Lunch  will  be  served  or 
the  cnurch  grounds  at  the  noon  hour 

As  part  of  the  homecoming  service 
at  1  p.m.,  a  singspiration  will  be 
held  featuring  the  Haddock  Family 
Everyone  is  extended  a  warm  wel- 
come to  attend  and  enjoy  the  Chris- 
tian worship  and  fellowship. 

Owens'  Chapel  Homecoming 
Sunday,  October  13 

The  Rev.  F.  M.  Owens,  pasto 
of  Owens'  Chapel  Free  Will  Baptis 
Church,  Route  3,  Elm  City,  will  b 
delivering  the  homecoming  message 
during  the  morning  worship  at  th 
church's  annual  homecoming  Sunday 
October  13.  Following  the  worshi] 
service  a  picnic  lunch  will  be  servei 
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/  the  church.  An  afternoon  program 
if  gospel  singing  has  been  planned. 
I!  Mr.  Owens  and  the  church  mem- 
|?rship  extend  a  warm  welcome  to  all 
former  pastors,  former  members, 
ad  friends  of  the  church  to  attend 
nd  enjoy  the  Christian  worship  and 
»llowship. 

k>se  of  Sharon  Revival 
low  in  Progress 

I  Revival  services  began  Monday 
|rening,  October  7,  and  will  continue 
rough  Saturday  evening,  October 
!,  at  the  Rose  of  Sharon  Free  Will 
aptist  Church  near  Robersonville. 
le  services  are  beginning  each 
rening  at  7:45  with  the  Rev.  Willis 
ilson  as  the  guest  minister.  Every - 
ie  is  cordially  invited  to  attend  the 
imainder  of  these  services. 
Sunday,  October  13,  the  Rose  of 
laron  church  will  observe  its  home - 
jming  with  the  Rev.  C.  F.  Bowen  of 
ilson  bringing  the  morning  mes- 
^ge.  Lunch  will  be  served  at  the 
ion  hour.  The  public  is  invited  to 
tend. 

ivival  in  Progress 
Christian  Chapel 


I  Following  homecoming  which  was 
did  at  Christian  Chapel  Free  Will 
iptist  Church,  Pink  Hill,  Sunday 
tober  6,  revival  services  began  on 
|)f)nday    night    and    will  continue 
ough  Friday  night,  October  11. 
1  je   services   are   beginning  each 
sjening  at  7:30  with  the  Rev.  Clyde 
x   as   the   guest  speaker.  The 
stor,   the  Rev.  Norman  Ard,  is 
sisting  in  the  services  which  is 
ituring  special  music  each  evening, 
eryone   is  invited  to  attend  the 
mainder  of  these  services. 

I  mecoming  at 

I  ee  Union  Church 

J(  The  annual  homecoming  services 

ill  be  observed  at  Free  Union  Free 

Jill  Baptist  Church  near  Walston- 


burg,  Sunday,  October  13,  at  11a.m. 
The  program  will  include  special 
music  and  a  memorial  service.  The 
pastor,  the  Rev.  C.  L.  Patrick  will 
deliver  the  homecoming  message. 
Lunch  will  be  served  in  the  fellow- 
ship building. 

A  very  cordial  invitation  to  attend 
is  extended  to  all  friends  and  former 
pastors  of  the  church. 

Homecoming  and  Revival  at 
Rooty  Branch  Church 

Sunday,  October  13,  the  annual 
homecoming  will  be  observed  at 
Rooty  Branch  Free  Will  Baptist 
Church,  Route  2,  Mount  Olive.  The 
Rev.  Bryce  Rouse,  pastor,  will  de- 
liver the  homecoming  message  at 
the  eleven  o'clock  worship  hour. 
Lunch  will  be  served  on  the  church 
grounds  at  twelve  noon.  An  after- 
noon program  has  been  planned  fea- 
turing special  music.  Everyone  is 
cordially  invited  to  attend. 
(Pict.  1  co.  20  p  dep) 

On  Sunday  evening,  following  home- 
coming, the  fall  revival  will  begin  at 
Rooty  Branch  church,  continuing 
through  Friday  evening,  October  18. 
The  Rev.  John  Williams  of  Wilson 
will  be  the  guest  speaker.  Mr. 
Williams  is  a  native  of  Morehead 
City,  a  graduate  of  Mount  Olive  Col- 
lege, and  is  presently  attending  At- 
lantic Christian  College  in  Wilson. 
He  is  also  serving  as  pastor  of  the 
King's  Cross  Roads  Free  Will  Bap- 
tist Church  near  Farmville.  The 
pastor  will  be  assisting  in  these  ser- 
vices which  will  begin  each  evening 
at  7:45. 

Mr.  Rouse  and  the  church  member- 
ship extend  a  cordial  invitation  to  the 
public  to  attend  this  series  of  ser- 
vices. 

Revival  at  Stancil's 
Chapel  Church 

Revival  services  will  begin  at  Stan- 
cil's Chapel  Free  Will  Baptist 
Church,  Route  2,  Kenly,  at  7:45  each 
evening,  beginning  Monday,  October 
14,  and  continuing  through  Saturday, 
October  19.  The  Rev.  L.  E.  Godwin 
Jr.  will  be  the  guest  evangelist, 
assisted  by  the  pastor,  the  Rev.  J.  B. 
Godwin.  The  services  will  feature 
special  music  nightly  and  the  public 
is  invited  to  attend. 


Roanoke  Rapids  Revival  in 
Progress,   Homecoming   to  Follow 

Revival  services  are  in  progress 
this  week  at  the  First  Free  Will  Bap- 
tist Church  of  Roanoke  Rapids  with 
the  pastor,  the  Rev.  Winford  L. 
Brickhouse,  bringing  the  messages 
each  evening.  Services,  which  are 
featuring  special  music  each  evening, 
will  close  with  the  Saturday  evening 


service,  October  12.  The  public  is 
cordially  invited  to  attend  the  re- 
mainder of  these  services. 

On  Sunday,  October  13,  the  First 
church  of  Roanoke  Rapids  will  ob- 
serve its  homecoming  with  a  picnic 
lunch  served  on  the  church  grounds 
at  the  noon  hour.  A  singspiration 
is  scheduled  for  the  afternoon.  The 
public  is  cordially  invited  to  attend, 
and  anyone  with  special  music  or  a 
testimony   is   especially  welcome. 

Folkstone  Church  Homecoming 
And  Revival 

The  Folkstone  Free  Will  Baptist 
Church  near  Sneads  Ferry  will  ob- 
serve its  annual  homecoming  Sunday, 
October  13,  with  the  pastor,  the  Rev. 
L.  L.  Parker,  delivering  the  mes- 
sage. Lunch  will  be  served  in  the 
fellowship  hall  at  the  noon  hour, 
followed  with  a  singspiration  in  the 
afternoon.  All  members,  former 
former  pastors,  former  members, 
and  friends  are  invited  to  attend  this 
service.  A  special  invitation  is  ex- 
tended to  singing  groups  to  attend  and 
participate  in  the  afternoon  service. 

Monday  night,  October  14,  revival 
services  will  begin  at  the  Folkstone 
church  with  the  Rev.  Rudy  Shepard 
as  the  evangelist.  Services  will  be- 
gin each  evening  at  7:30  with  the 
pastor  assisting  Mr.  Shepard.  Along 
with  good  preaching  each  evening, 
special  music  will  be  featured.  The 
public  is  invited  to  attend  all  the  ser- 
vices of  the  meeting  they  possibly 
can. 


New  Sandy  Hill  Church  to 
Host  Western  Conference 

The  eighty- eight  annual  session  of 
the  Western  Conference  of  Original 
Free  Will  Baptists  meets  with  the 
New  Sandy  Hill  church,  south  of 
Bailey,  Thursday,  October  17,  1974. 

The  Western  Conference  encom- 
passes six  counties  and  numbers 
forty -five  member  churches.  There 
are  65  ordained  ministers,  seven 
licensed  ministers,  and  one  mis- 
sionary holding  membership  in  this 
conference. 

The  program  for  this  year's 
session  follows: 

Morning  Session 
9:30- -Devotions,  the  Rev.  Douglas 

Skinner 
9:40- -Welcome,  Host  Church 

--Response,  the  Rev.  Harry 
Brown 

--Roll  Call  of  Ministers  and 
Churches,  Clerk 

-  -  Recognition  of  Visitors,  Mod- 
erator 

--Moderator's    Remarks,  the 

Rev.  Fred  A.  Rivenbark 
--Business  Session 

(Continued  on  Page  14) 
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A  FREE  WILL  BAPTIST 
HISTORICAL  SOCIETY  ? 


by  Michael  R.  Pelt 


At  the  recent  session  of  the  North 
Carolina  State  Convention  of  Original 
Free  Will  Baptists  the  Historical 
Commission  made  several  sug- 
gestions and  recommendations  that 
would  encourage  the  study  and  pre- 
servation of  our  denominational 
heritage.  One  of  these  was  a  pro- 
posal to  organize  a  Free  Will  Bap- 
tist Historical  Society  which  would 
have  at  least  four  aims:  (1)  the 
fathering  of  materials  for  the  His- 
torical Collection  at  Mount  Olive 
College,  the  recognized  depository 
of  such  materials;  (2)  study  and 
research  on  the  history  of  Free 
Will  Baptists,  including  local  church- 
es, ministers,  laymen,  institutions, 
conferences,  and  the  denomination 
as  a  whole;  (3)  the  preparation  and 
reading  of  paper  resulting  from 
significant  research  on  Free  Will 
Baptists;  and  (4)  the  publication  of 
papers  and  articles  dealing  with 
denominational  history. 

A  Historical  Society  can  help  to 
make  us  aware  of  the  value  of  our 
heritage  as  well  as  contribute  to 
our  knowledge  of  it.  The  average 
Free  Will  Baptist  does  not  know 
a  great  deal  about  the  history  of 
his  denomination  and  some  may  even 
have  little  interest  in  it.  Part 
of  the  reason  for  this  has  been  the 
fact  that  very  little  has  been  pub- 
lished about  Free  Will  Baptists  that 
could  justly  be  called  "history." 
That  situation  is  beginning  to  change 
with  the  publication  of  two  books  this 
year.  One  of  these  is  a  doctoral 
disseration  by  Dr.  William  F.  David- 
son entitled  An  Early  History  of 
Free  Will  Baptist  (1727-1830),  pub- 
lished by  Randall  House  Publications, 
Nashville,  Tennessee;  the  other 
written  by  the  past -president  of  our 
State  Convention,  the  Rev.  Floyd  B. 
Cherry,  is  entitled  An  Introduction 
to  Original  Free  Will  Baptists.  The 
latter  deals  with  the  policy,  beliefs, 
and  program  of  the  denomination,  as 
well  as  its  history;  and  thus,  has  a 
broader  purpose  than  is  usual  in  a 
volume  on  the  history  of  a  denomina- 
tion. It  was  published  by  the  Free 
Will  Baptist  Press,  Ayden,  North 
Carolina.  An  article  on  "The  Origin 
of  Free  Will  Baptists  among  Eng- 
lish General  Baptists,"  which  ap- 
peared in  recent  issues  of  The  Free 
Will  Baptist,  has  also  stimulated 
interest  in  the  English  background 
of  the  denomination. 


An  active  Historical  Society 
through  its  meetings,  and  published 
reports  will  encourage  further  re- 
search into  little  known  aspects  of 
Free  Will  Baptist  history  and  there- 
by increase  our  knowledge  and  ap- 
preciation of  our  heritage.  Those 
interested  in  becoming  charter  mem- 
bers of  the  Historical  Society  should 
plan  to  attend  the  meeting  on  Satur- 
day, October  12,  at  10,  in  the  Mount 
Olive  College  Library.  v 

In  its  report  to  the  convention,  the 
Historical  Commission  also  asked 
each  conference  to  elect  or  appoint 
a  conference  historian  who  would 
gather  materials  and  prepare  a  his- 
tory of  the  conference,  to  be  made 
available  to  all  interested  persons. 
Local  churches  were  asked  to  have 
their  minutes  recorded  on  microfilm 
at  Mount  Olive  College  and  to  pre- 
pare written  histories  for  us  and  dis- 
tribution on  such  occasions  as  anni- 
versaries, dedications  of  new  build- 
ings, or  other  special  celebrations. 
Each  minister  was  requested  to  com - 
plete  and  send  in  a  Minister's  Data 
Sheet,  providing  basic  information 
about  his  life  and  work.  There  are 
scores  of  ministers  and  laymen  who 
have  made  significant  contributions 
to  local  churches  and  to  the 
denomination,  the  record  of  which  has 
not  been  adequately  stated  in  such 
publications  as  the  minutes  of 
churches  and  conferences.  The 
memory  of  such  persons  will  be  too 
easily  forgotten  by  later  generations 
unless  someone  is  thoughtful  enough 
to  write  and  preserve  some  account 
of  their  lives.  These  biographical 
accounts  should  be  shared  with  others 
and  a  copy  deposited  in  the  Free 
Will  Baptist  Historical  Collection 
at  Mount  Olive  College. 

To  assist  in  the  gathering  of  in- 
formation about  Free  Will  Baptists 
within  the  last  century,  the  Historial 
Commission  has  offered  to  make 
available  cassette  recorders  and 
tapes  to  obtain  oral  histories  of  local 
churches.  Older  persons  who  could 
give  an  accurate  account  of  the  begin- 
nings or  early  history  of  their  church 
or  perhaps  recall  the  statements  of 
their  parents  and  deceased  relatives 
concerning  the  origin  and  develop- 
ment of  the  local  church  would  bene- 
fit future  generations  by  recording 
their  thoughts  and  recollections  on 
tape. 

These  were  among  the  more  im- 


portant recommendations  of  the  His 
torical  Commission  at  the  recer 
session  of  the  convention.  If  Fre 
Will  Baptists  will  give  them  the  at 
tention  they  deserve,  future  genera 
tions  will  not  have  any  reason  t 
complain  about  the  lack  of  adequat 
records  of  Free  Will  Baptist  histor 
in  this  century. 
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There  are  so  many  blessings  G< 
gives  us  that  we  take  for  grante 
There  are  all  kinds  of  possibility 
He  could  have  employed  to  alter  o\ 
lives  vastly. 

Since  green  is  the  most  restf 
color,  wouldn't  it  put  a  strain  on  oi 
eyes  had  God  made  trees  and  bushi 
red? 

Suppose  storm  clouds  were  tran 
parent?  How  many  new  hairdt 
would  be  destroyed  suddenly?  H(f 
about  your  clothes  drenched  on  til 
line? 

Suppose  the  earth  was  a  roui 
flat  surface  without  mountains  m 
valleys?  Think  of  all  the  stagnaj 
water  we  would  be  wading  in  becauij 
it  could  not  run  to  rivers  and  lak« 
since  there  would  be  no  rivers  a: 
lakes. 

Suppose  cows  had  the  brains  of  m 
and  man  the  brains  of  cows?  Wou 
you  make  a  good  protein  feed, 
would  it  be  more  fat?  The  cot 
we  eat  would  probably  turn  up  th< 
noses  at  us  for  nourishment. 

Suppose  gravity  repelled  instead 
attracted?  Can  you  imagine  how  y 
would  navigate,  always  hanging  on 
something  substantial  to  keep  frc 
being  flung  into  space? 

Suppose  the  earth  didn't  rotate  a 
we  were  always  surrounded  by  noc 
time  light?  There  would  be  certt 
advantages .  Babies  wouldn '  t  get  th< 
nights  and  days  mixed  up,  andcrin 
nals  wouldn't  be  able  to  hide  behi 
a  cover  of  darkness.  But  for  us  v> 
are  getting  up  in  age,  where  would  c 
vitality  be  without  a  good  nigh 
sleep? 

Suppose  God  hadn't  hung  the  s 
to  give  us  warmth?  Have  you  e\ 
been  cold?  Like  frozen  cold? 

It's  as  though  a  great  stage  we 
set,  the  wrinkles  ironed  out, 
the  details  perfected,  and  we  ha 
been  set  in  the  middle  to  enjoy 
And  even  with  all  this,  when  troul 
and  heartache  come  along,  som 
times  we  doubt  the  love  and  wisd< 
of  God.     "Oh,  ye  of  little  faith 
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Unmitigated 


Harris 


Scriptural  Basis:  "All  scripture 
given  by  inspiration  of  God,  and  is 
ofitable  for  doctrine,  for  reproof, 
*  correction,  for  instruction.  in 
ghteousness:    That  the  man  of  God 


j  to 


be  perfect,  throughly  furnished 
all  good  works"    (2  Timothy  3: 
17). 


,  miLE  GLEANING  IN  GOD'S  WORD 
,  WE  LEARN  MORE  ABOUT  GOD'S 
PEOPLE 

It  is  impossible  for  a  person  who  has 
i  rer  been  saved  to  understand  those 
i  o  are  saved.  The  saved  person  is  a 
|v  person  with  new  ideas,  a  new  look 
life,  and  a  new  look  upon  the  habits 
"  lives  of  his  fellowman.    The  old 
ngs  which  tend  toward  rebellion, 
e,  and  frustration  have   disappear - 
All  Christians  are  saints,  hav- 
become  children  of  God  and  heirs 
His  kingdom.       All  Christians 
auld  search    the    Scriptures  to 
irn  more  about  God's  people.  The 
mer  and  the  ungodly   can  never 
ierstand,  why  God's    people  do 
ngs  to  study  God's  Word    to  find 


1  There  are  two  reasons  for  reading 
r,  d's  Word  in  order  to  learn  more 
!j  Jut  His  people.     First,  the  Lord's 
^  >ple  are  a  holy  people.  Hebrews 3:1 
'"tes,    "Wherefore,   holy  brethren, 
takers  of  the  heavenly  calling,  con- 
fer the  Apostle  and  High  Priest  of 
^  •  profession,  Christ  Jesus."  Holy 
)ple  are  the  only  people  who  are 
red  and  on  their  way  to  heaven.  God 
>  made  the  rules  and  no  man  changes 
se  rules.  If  God  declares  a  person 
y,  he  is  indeed  holy  and  no  man  can 
inge  his  status  or  position  in  Christ. 
3od  tolerates  a  certain  amount  of 
anness  and  wickedness  on  the  part 
His  people,  but  they  always  suffer 
their  sins.    God  disciplines  His 
®  >ple  by  making  them  pay  for  their 
'vpkedness.    But  God  loves  them  and 
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In  the  block  of  letters  above  is  the  Golden  Text  of  the  Bible,  John  3:16. 
We  have  circled  the  words  of  the  verse  of  Scripture  for  you  along  with  the 
reference.  Keep  in  mind  that  the  words  may  read  vertically,  horizontally, 
or  diagonally,  and  may  be  spelled  forwards  or  backwards.  We  hope  you 
were  able  to  locate  all  of  this  familiar  verse  of  Scripture. 


will  do  whatever  is  best  for  them  in 
everyway. 

God  had  to  punish  Israel  for  her  evil 
ways,  and  He  deals  with  the  Christians 
of  our  day  the  same  way;  that  is,  He 
gives  us  certain  rules  to  live  by.  If 
we  break  these  rules,  we  stand  to  be 
punished.  We  must  train  ourselves 
by  a  study  of  God's  Word  to  learn 
more  about  God's  people  and  why  God 
says  that  they  are  a  holy  people.  "... 
Be  ye  holy;  for  I  am  holy"  (1  Peter 
1:16). 

The  second  reason  for  learning  more 
about  God's  people  is  that  they  are  a 
happy  people.  They  are  happy  because 
the  guilt  and  burden  for  their  sins  have 
been  removed.  They  are  happy  because 
when  they  received  Christ  into  their 
hearts,  He  gave  them  peace  and  joy  full 
of  glory.  "Happy  is  he  that  hath  the 
God  of  Jacob  for  his  help,  whose  hope 
is  in  the  LORD  his  God"  (Psalm  146:5). 
This  feeling  of  relief  from  the  burdens 
and  slavery  of  sin  is  indeed  wonderful. 
God  gives  us  assurance  and  convinces 
us  through  blessings  and  prosperity  of 
soul  that  all  is  well  between  us  and  Him. 

There  is  room  for  great  joy  because 
He  is  the  God  of  our  salvation.  The 
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word  salvation  means  that  our  eternal 
destiny  has  been  changed  from  hell  to 
heaven;  so  then,  it  becomes  the  dif- 
ference between  hell  and  heaven,  death 
and  life,  sorrow  and  happiness.  The 
thing  for  us  to  do  is  to  commit  all  our 
ways  and  means  unto  the  Lord  and  be- 
come stewards  of  all  these  things 
which  belong  unto  the  Lord.  Amen! 

Churches  and  Ministers 
Available 

(Note:  This  column  is  provided,  when 
needed,  for  any  church  that  is  seeking  a 
pastor  and  for  any  minister  who  is  seeking 
a  church  to  serve  and  would  like  to  give 
such  notice.  Please  send  the  necessary  in- 
formation to  the  editor  of  "The  Free  Will 
Baptist."  Each  notice  will  run  for  two  is- 
sues  only.)   

The  Rev.  Franklin  Brinson 
announces  that  he  has  resigned  his 
pastorate  of  Welcome  Home  Free 
Will  Baptist  Church,  Bettie,  North 
Carolina,  and  will  negotiate  with  any 
church  that  contacts  him  for  pastoral 
or  evangelistic  services.  His  address 
is  P.  O.  Box  Drawer  H,  Morehead 
City,  North  Carolina  28557. 


1 1 


ST.  CLAIRE  BIBLE  CLAS#) 
THE  SUNDAY  <c 
SCHOOL  LESSOI^ 

FOR  OCTOBER  20 


THE  STUFF  of  DAILY  LIVING 


Lesson  Text:     Proverbs  3:5-8,  13, 

14;  15:1-4;  23:19-21 
Memory  Verse:    Proverbs  3:13,  14 

I.  INTRODUCTION 

Our  lesson  for  today  deals  with  one 
of  the  most  glorious  times  in  the 
history  of  Israel.  The  dream  of 
David  to  build  for  the  Lord  a 
permanent  dwelling  place  in  the  city 
of  Jerusalem  had  been  realized 
through  his  son  Solomon.  When  the 
Ark  of  the  Covenant,  which  rep- 
resented the  living  presence  of  God 
in  Israel ,  was  brought  into  the  temple 
and  installed  in  the  Holy  of  Holies, 
great  joy  was  manifested  in  all  of 
Israel. 

Israel  gave  expression  to  this  joy 
by  lifting  up  their  voices  with  the 
trumpets  and  cymbals  in  praise  to  the 
Lord.  The  sound  of  the  trumpet, 
the  sound  of  the  cymbals,  and  the 
songs  of  the  singers  blended  in  per- 
fect harmony  into  one  sound  of  praise 
to  God  and  an  expression  of  thanks- 
giving for  His  mercy  and  His  kind- 
ness to  them. 

Though  in  comparison  to  some 
heathen  temples,  this  temple  might 
be  considered  small  and  even  poorly 
decorated  but  in  the  eyes  of  Israel 
it  was  the  most  significant  building 
upon  the  face  of  the  earth.  The  re- 
membrance of  its  glory  exercises  a 
strong  influence  over  the  Jewish  na- 
tion and  its  people  even  unto  this  day. 

The  background  for  today's  lesson 
is  the  city  of  Jerusalem  in  the 
days  of  Solomon  and  at  that  time 
when  the  temple  was  completed,  the 
ark  was  installed  in  its  place,  and 
all  things  were  made  ready  for  its 
dedication. 

The  purpose  of  today's  lesson  is 
to  show  the  great  joy  that  can  come 
as  a  result  of  performing  a  service 
to  glorify  God's  name  and  assure 
His  presence  with  us. --The  Teen- 
Age  Teacher  (F.  W.  B  ). 

II.  HINTS  THAT  HELP 

A.  The  Book  of  Proverbs  is 
sometimes  considered  an  interesting 
book  of  ancient  advice.  It  is  that, 
but  it  is  much  more.  It  has  much 
practical  wisdom  for  us  who  want  to 
live  the  Christian  life  today. 


B.  The  Book  of  Proverbs  will  be 
more  useful,  if  when  reading  it  you 
will  use  the  word  "Christ"  every - 
time  the  word  "wisdom"  occurs.  It 
is  really  advice  about  how  the  child 
of  God  ought  to  live. 

C.  The  point  at  which  more  Chris- 
tians fail  than  any  other  is  perhaps 
the  use  of  the  tongue.  The  man  who 
can  control  the  tongue  can  control 
himself  and  others.  Have  you  ever 
prayed  and  asked  the  Lord  for  help 
in  the  proper  use  of  your  ability 
to  speak? 

"If  wisdom's  ways  you  wisely 
seek, 

Four  things  observe  with  care; 
Of  whom  you  speak,  and  how, 
And  when  and  where." 

--The  Bible  Teacher  (F.  W.  B.). 

III.    ADDITIONAL  TRUTHS 

A.  Seldom  has  the  world  seen 
such  a  man  as  Solomon.  He  asked 
for  a  special  gift  of  wisdom,  and  he 
received  it  along  with  riches  and 
honor  (2  Chronicles  1:7-12).  "He 
was  wiser  than  all  men  .  .  .  and 
his  fame  was  in  all  nations  round 
about"  (1  Kings  4:31).  He  spoke 
three  thousand  proverbs,  not  all  of 
which  are  known  today.  He  wrote 
more  than  a  thousand  songs,  most  of 
which  are  lost.  His  biological  studies 
were  famous  (1  Kings  4:29-34). 

And  yet,  with  all  his  wisdom, 
Solomon  sometimes  acted  like  a  fool. 
He  had  to  try  everything.  The  Book 
of  Ecclesiastes  mentions  some  of  his 
experiments.  He  experimented  with 
pleasure  and  wine  and  wealth  and 
work  and  study.  He  tried  laughter 
and  sorrow,  solitude  and  companion- 
ship. He  even  tried  idolatry.  He  did 
everything  that  could  be  done.  "What 
can  the  man  do  that  cometh  after 
the  king?  even  that  which  hath  been 
already  done"  (Ecclesiastes  2:12). 
And  what  was  the  conclusion  of  it 
all?  "Fear  God,  and  keep  his  com- 
mandments: for  it  is  the  whole  duty 
of  man"  (Ecclesiastes  12:13).  -  -Stan- 
dard Lesson  Commentary. 

B.  A  neighbor  who  was  in  the 
habit  of  going  to  the  cornfield  to 
steal  another's  grain,  one  day  took 
his  eight -year -old  son  with  him.  The 
father  told  his  son  to  hold  the  bag 


while  he  looked  to  see  if  anyone  w 
near.  Standing  on  the  fence  he  loo 
ed  in  every  direction,  and  being  sati 
fied  that  no  one  saw  him,  he  car 
back  to  the  boy  and  proceeded 
gather  up  the  stolen  grain.  "Father 
said  the  boy,  "you  forgot  to  lo 
somewhere  else."  The  mandropp 
the  bag  in  a  fright  and  said,  "Whi 
way,  son?"  supposing  he  had  se 
someone.  "You  forgot  to  look 
into  the  sky  to  see  if  God  was  watc 
ing  you,"  replied  the  son.  T 
father  left  the  grain  and  never  aga 
stole  from  his  neighbor.- -C. 
Bowen. 

C.  According  to  figures  cited 
Ann  Landers'  popular  column,  ni 
million  Americans  are  chronic  ale 
holies,  and  two  hundred  thousand  a 
becoming  alcoholics  each  year. 
1971  there  were  twenty-eig 
thousand  deaths  and  half  a  milli 
disabling  injuries  in  traffic  accider 
in  which  alcohol  was  thought  to  be 
factor.  Drink  itself  cost  twent 
one  billion  dollars,  and  drinki 
caused  time  lost  from  work,  proper 
damage,  and  welfare  paymer1 
amounting  to  fifteen  billion.  Y 
"  i  seems  that  a  majority  of  America! 
j^.  net  tl):  I  it  wise  to  abstain  frrj 
drinking,  nwch  less  to  banish  alcf 
holic  dri'iKR  <rom  the  national  lij 
Atiat  kind  ot  wisdom  is  that? 

In  the  h^'.it  of  information  ii 
leased  in  recent  years  by  the  Unit 
States      government      and  oth 
agencies,  it  seems  undeniable  ii 
smoking  helps  to  cause  emphysenj 
heart  trouble,  cancer,  and  other  il 
An  article  in  Reader's  Digest  se 
twenty  noxious  gases  are  presi 
in  cigarette  smoke,  including  ct 
bon   monoxide   in   a  concentrat 
more  than  six  hundred  times  that  cc 
sidered   safe   in  industrial  plar 
Asked  how  long  it  takes  for  smok 
to  harm  anyone,  a  health  departm 
worker     answers,     "About  th: 
seconds."     Yet  millions  of  peo 
go  on  smoking.    What  kind  of  w 
dom  is  that? 

Not  only  are  liquor  and  toba 
sold  freely,  but  wise  and  influen 
people  now  are  saying  mariju 
should  be  made  legal  as  well.  . 
if  marijuana,  why  not  heroin? 
kind  of  wisdom  is  that? 

Public  health  people  report  net 
half  a  million  new  cases  of  venei 
disease  in  a  year,  and  they  gu 
that  the  number  of  unreported  a 
is  several  times  as  high.  M 
lecturers  and  writers  stress  the  r 
to  find  and  treat  such  cases  ea 
but  few  advocate  strenuous  teacl 
of  old-fashioned  chastity.  Many 
venereal  disease  is  a  med 
problem,  not  a  moral  one.  V 
kind  of  wisdom  is  that?- -Stan* 
Lesson  Commentary.  J 
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OODBYE,    Jim,"  Dad  called 
from  the  car.   "Take  good  care 
everything  while  we're  gone.  We'll 
jt  home  after  church  tonight." 

"Okay,  Dad,"  answered  Jim  as  he 
^tched  his  family  drive  away.  He 
yis  glad  he  didn't  have  to  go.  Bible 
inferences  were  for  other  people, 
Jt  him.  Three  services  to  sit 
lc rough,  listening  to  some  preacher 
laying  the  same  old  things. 
Jim  smiled  as  his  thoughts  turned 
r  the  day  before  him.  A  whole  day 
J!  do  anything  he  pleased.  What 
tl,ould  he  do  first?  Work  on  his 
^roplane?  Yes,  he  was  in  a  hurry 
,n  get  the  last  coat  of  dope  on  it. 
"jitiat  a  beauty  it  would  be!  He 
saped  the  motor  he  had  ordered 
isjiuld  come  today.  Next  Saturday 
ca  the  day  of  the  contest. 
a,;An  unpleasant  thought  forced  its 
c(iy  into  his  mind.    The  corn.  Dad 

.an 


d  him  to  finish  hoeing  the  few 
ws  of  corn  he  didn't  have  time  to 


lish  yesterday, 
uldn't   take  but 


Oh,  well,  that 
30   minutes  or 
)re.     He  could  do  that  anytime. 


_ 'd  work  on  the  aeroplane  first,  he 
cided. 

Jim  went  to  his  room  and  soon  was 
engrossed  in  his  work  that  he 
lln't  realize  the  whole  morning  had 
jssed.      A  little  later,  however, 
^tiger  pangs  reminded  him  of  the 
m  sandwiches,  salad,  and  cake  his 
)ther  had  left  in  the  refrigerator 
•  his  lunch. 

Taking  time  out  to  satisfy  hishun- 
r,  he  was  soon  back  at  work.  As 
listened  to  his  favorite  radio 
pgr  am,  he  did  not  notice  how 
^"k  the  room  had  grown  until  sud- 
s  lly  the  music  stopped. 
'We  interrupt  this  program  to 
ng  you  a  severe  weather  warning. 
« under  storms  and  possible  tor- 
jloes  are  forecast  for  the  following 
^as: 
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A  door  blew  shut  with  a  bang. 
Jim  jumped  up  and  ran  to  close  the 
windows.  Trash  cans,  boxes,  and 
boards  went  sailing  past  the  house. 

The  front  door  blew  open,  and  as 
Jim  struggled  to  close  it,  a  blinding 
light  fell  from  the  sky.  At  the  same 
time  low  thunder  rumbles  gave  place 
to  one  terrific  crash. 

The  sound  of  breaking  glass  and 
splintering  wood  brought  terror  to 
Jim's  heart.  Remembering  instruc- 
tions on  what  to  do  in  case  of  a  tor- 
nado, he  dropped  to  the  floor  and 
lay  there  trembling,  expecting  to  be 
blown  away  at  any  moment. 

"Please,  Lord,  don't  let  me  die. 
I'm  not  ready,"  he  tried  to  pray. 

"Whose  fault  is  it  that  you  aren't 
ready?"  a  Voice  whispered.  Was  it 
only  last  week  his  Sunday  school 
teacher  had  urged  him  to  accept  Je- 
sus as  his  Saviour?  And  he  had  been 
indifferent  and  even  a  little  annoyed. 

Cold  rain  blowing  in  his  face  in- 
terrupted Jim's  thoughts  and  he 
opened  his  eyes.  A  limb  of  the  large 
oak  tree  in  the  front  yard  filled  the 
living  room.  Lightning  had  struck 
the  tree,  sending  it  crashing  through 
the  picture  window. 

The  force  of  the  wind  was  not  as 
strong  now,  but  the  rain  was  coming 
down  in  sheets,  spraying  through  the 
broken  window. 

"The  chickens  and  animals!"  ex- 
claimed Jim.  "Wonder  if  they  are 
blown  away."  Running  to  the  back 
door,  he  could  see  a  mother  hen 
covering  her  chicks  just  outside  the 
chicken  house.  She  didn't  quite 
make  it,  Jim  thought.  They  will  all 
be  drowned  if  they  stay  there. 

Pulling  on  his  raincoat  and  boots, 
Jim  picked  up  a  basket  and  went  out 
into  the  yard.  Rain  slashed  in  his 
face  making  it  almost  impossible  for 
him  to  see,  but  he  finally  managed  to 


get  all  the  chicks  safely  in  the  shel- 
ter. 

Then  he  saw  the  gate  to  the  sheep 
pen  wide  open.  His  pet  lamb!  There 
he  was,  running  to  meet  him. 

"Stay  back.  Frisky,"  he  shouted 
and  waved  his  arms,  but  Frisky 
skipped  joyfully  out  the  gate  before 
Jim  could  reach  it. 

"You  rascal,  get  back  in  that  pen!" 

Frisky  danced  around,  skillfully 
avoiding  Jim's  arms.  Frisky  wanted 
to  play.  Chase  would  be  a  good 
game,  he  decided,  so  off  he  raced 
across  the  pasture.  Jim  ran  after 
him  as  fast  as  he  could  go  against 
the  stinging  rain.  Lightning  streaked 
grimly  across  the  sky,  while  thunder 
crashed  and  rolled. 

Suddenly  a  verse  from  the  Bible 
flashed  through  Jim's  mind.  "All 
we  like  sheep  have  gone  astray;  we 
have  turned  everyone  to  his  own 
way;  and  the  Lord  hath  laid  on  him 
the  iniquity  of  us  all." 

"Gone  astray- -just  like  Frisky's 
doing  now." 

Jim  thought  of  the  gully  just 
ahead  .  probably  full  of  water  now. 
If   that   crazy   lamb   fell  in  .   .  . 

The  thought  spurred  him  on  faster. 
Keeping  his  eyes  on  Frisky,  Jim 
stumbled  and  fell,  bruising  his  knee 
on  a  rock. 

When  he  finally  managed  to  get 
to  his  feet,  Frisky  was  nowhere  in 
sight. 

"Frisky,"  he  called  as  he  hobbled 
along. 

"Baa,"  Jim  heard  the  answer  and 
saw  the  lamb  at  the  same  time. 
Frisky  was  in  the  swirling  water. 

The  lamb,  thoroughly  frightened 
now  began  bleating  piteously.  Jim 
stumbled  along  the  bank,  trying  to 
decide  whether  or  not  he  should  go 
in  after  him.  A  few  yards  further 
on  he  came  to  a  bush  growing  out 
over  the  gully.  He  quickly  climbed 
out  as  far  as  he  dared,  and  by 
stretching  managed  to  grab  Frisky's 
stub  of  a  tail  as  he  was  hurled  past. 

Hanging  on  to  Frisky  with  all  his 
might,  he  began  to  crawl  backwards 
off  the  bush.  Thorns  scratched  his 
face  and  arms  and  tore  his  clothes. 

Wiping  the  warm,  salty  taste  of 
blood  from  his  mouth  with  his 
sleeve,  Jim  gathered  the  wet, trem- 
bling lamb  under  his  raincoat. 

Wet,  bruised,  and  bleeding,  he 
walked  slowly  across  the  pasture 
with  the  lamb  safe  in  his  arms.  What 
a  picture  of  Jesus,  the  Good  Shep- 
herd, he  thought! 

"I  see  it  now,  Frisky.  I've  been 
acting  as  foolishly  as  you  did  today. 
I  didn't  want  to  hear  about  Jesus 
and  I've  done  so  many  wrong  things. 
Why,  I  even  disobeyed  Dad  today  by 
not  hoeing  the  corn.  But  the  Good 
(Continued  on  Page  15) 
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NEWS  NOTES 

(Continued  from  Page  10) 

-  -  Appointment    of  Temporary 

Committees 
--Partial  Report  of  the  Creden- 
tials Committee 

10:45- -Report  of  the  Children's 
Home,  Mr.  Sam  Weeks 

11:00- -Report  of  Mount  Olive  Col- 
lege, the  Rev.  Frank  Harri- 
son 

11: 15- -Song  Service 

-  -  Offering 

--Special  Music,  Host  Church 
11:30- -Conference     Message,  the 
Rev.  Harold  "Mac"  Wallace; 
Alternate,   the   Rev.  Dewey 
Boling 
12:00- -Lunch 

Afternoon  Session 
1:00- -Devotion,    the    Rev.  Wayne 
King 

1:10--  Report  of  Missions  Board ,  the 
Rev.  Joe  Ingram 
--Report  of  State  Convention, 
the  Rev.  Robert  May 

-  -  Report  of  Home  Missions  and 

Church  Extension,  the  Rev. 

Ray  Wells 
--Report  of  Board  of  Ordination 
--Report  of  Free  Will  Baptist 

Press  Foundation,  the  Rev. 

Walter  Reynolds 

-  -  Report  of  Superannuation,  the 

Rev.  Walter  Reynolds 
--Report    of    Cragmont  As- 
sembly 

--Report  of  Executive  Board, 
Clerk 

--Reports  of  Temporary  Com- 
mittees 

--Report  of  Ministerial  Char- 
acter Board 

--Final  Report  of  Credentials 
Committee 

-  -  Report  of  Treasurer 
--Final  Business  Session 
--Closing  Devotions,  the  Rev. 

Lloyd  Hargis 

-  -  Adjournment 

Song  Leader,  the  Rev.  Royster  Martin 
Pianist,  Host  Church 

If  your  church  has  not  completed 
its  letter  and  mailed  same  to  the 
clerk,  the  Rev.  James  V.  Joyner, 
see  that  this  is  taken  care  of  this 
week.  Strive  to  have  your  church 
represented  with  a  full  delegation 
and  help  make  this  session  of  the 
conference  the  greatest  and  most 
spiritual  ever. 

SPECIAL  NOTICE 

At  the  Second  Union  Meeting  of  the 
Central  Conference  of  Original  Free 
Will  Baptists,  held  at  the  First  Free 
Will  Baptist  Church  of  Greenville, 
September  29,  1974,  the  following 
motion  was  presented  and  adopted  by 
the  union: 

'  Any  minister  that  is  absent  four 
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(4)  Union  Meetings  in  succession  is 
to  have  his  name  removed  from  the 
roll  of  ministers  in  the  Second  Union 
Meeting  of  the  Central  Conference. 
These  names  shall  be  placed  on  an 
inactive  ministers'  list." 

While  at  the  same  time  we 
encourage  our  ministers  to  be 
present .  At  our  meeting  of  September 
29,  we  had  only  one  third  of  our 
churches  represented. 

Respectfully  submitted, 
Steve  Little 
Recording  Secretary 

Homecoming  and  Revival 
At  Gray  Branch  Church 

The  Gray  Branch  Free  Will  Bap- 
tist Church  of  Deep  Run  announces 
its  homecoming  for  Sunday,  October 
13.  Following  the  morning  worship, 
a  picnic  lunch  will  be  served  by  the 
church.  The  pastor,  the  Rev.  James 
Warren,  and  the  church  members  ex- 
tend a  warm  welcome  to  all  former 
pastors,  members,  and  friends  to 
attend  this  annual  observance  of  the 
church. 

On  Monday  night,  October  14,  the 
fall  revival  will  begin  at  Gray  Branch 
church,  continuing  through  Saturday 
night,  October  19.  The  guest  speaker 
for  these  services  will  be  the  Rev. 
Norman  Ard  of  Pink  Hill.  He  will 
be  assisted  each  evening  by  the 
pastor.  Special  singing  will  be  a 
feature  of  each  service.  The  public 
is  cordially  invited  to  attend  and  be 
much  in  prayer  that  many  souls  may 
come  to  know  Christ  as  their  Savior. 

Revival  and  Homecoming 
At  Black  Jack  Church 


Fall  revival  services  are  sche- 
duled for  the  Black  Jack  Free  Will 
Baptist  Church,  Route  3,  Green- 
ville, the  week  of  October  13-18. 
Services  will  begin  each  evening  at 


7:30  with  the  Rev.  Floyd  B.  Cher 
as  the  guest  evangelist.  Along  wi 
the  messages  from  God's  Woi1 
special  music  will  be  rendered  ea; 
evening. 

The  church  will  observe  its  anni 
homecoming  services  on  Sunds 
October  20.  The  pastor,  the  Rel 
Bobby  G.  Bazen,  will  bring  the  horn 
coming  message  during  the  worsl 
hour.  A  picnic  lunch  will  be  serv 
on  the  church  grounds  at  the  no 
hour.  A  program  of  gospel  mus 
and  the  dedication  of  recently  pu 
chased  property  has  been  plann 
for  the  afternoon. 

The  pastor  and  church  membe 
extend  a  cordial  invitation  to  i 
friends   to   attend  these  service 

Homecoming  to  Be  Observed 
At  Hugo  Church 

Homecoming    services  will 
observed  at  the  Hugo  Free  Will  Bj 
tist   Church,  Route  2,  Grifton,  I 
Sunday,  October  13.    Services  vi 
begin  with  Sunday  school  at  10  a.i 
to  be  followed  by  the  morning  m 
ing  service  will  begin  at  7  p, 
/  ivy  V    >^es,  pastor,  will  delh 
the  horn   ■  ming  message.    A  pi 
tie  lunch  v  <TJ  be  served  in  the  ec 
ational  na'ding  at  noon.   The  e' 
ing   service    vill  begin  at  7  p. 
and  will  include  a  communion  se 
vice. 

The  pastor  and  church  membe 
extend  a  warm  welcome  to  all  form 
members,  former  pastors,  s 
friends  to  be  in  attendance  for  the 

services. 

Editorial        HOOKED  ON  MORE 

(Continued  from  Page  2) 
Closing  the  barroom  door  bel 
him,  the  man  ventured  into  the 
familiar  street  and  the  foreboc 
night,  buttoning  his  coat  for  s< 
confidence.     When  on  his  way, 
escaped,  at  least  for  awhile,  the  p 
plexities  which  bent  him  low. 
walked  aimlessly,  and  after  a  1 
while,  he  found  refuge  in  a  do 
way.    From  inside  emanated  mi 
and    laughter    and    other  farm 
sounds.     A  compelling  force  b 
him  enter.  The  message  oftheju 
box  overshadowed  all  else,  for 
posing  itself  was  "Take  Me  Ho: 
Country  Roads."    Groping  his 
to  the  bar,  the  man  found  again 
private    place,    his    own  perse 
prison.  Ordering  a  drink,  he  pre 
ised  himself  that  tomorrow  wouk 
different .  Yet ,  we  wonder ;  for  he 
hooked  on  more  than  just  one  of  th 
songs.  .  .  . 
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Dys'  and  Girls'  Stories 

(Continued  from  Page  13) 

>pherd  went  after  the  lost  sheep 
e  I  did  after  you,  Frisky." 
lim  stopped  suddenly  and  knelt 
'Ivn. 

Dear  Lord,  I'm  a  lost  sheep.  For - 
fe  me  and  find  me  today.  Thank 

11." 

(Jim  opened  his  eyes  to  find  the 
„>uds  had  separated,  exposing  a 
,ich  of  blue  sky.  Closing  his  eyes 
'lin,  he  went  on,  "And  thank  you, 
Yd,  for  not  letting  the  tree  hit  me 
'fen  it  was  struck  by  lightning  and 
keeping  the  tornado  away  from 
4*  house .  Amen . "  -  -  Selected . 


FAMILY  FIRESIDE 

(Continued  from  Page  4) 

SATURDAY,  OCTOBER  19 

Icripture  Reading- -1  Thessalo- 
jjns  3:12 

Helping  by  the  Way 
i  life  shall  touch  a  dozen  lives 
before  this  day  is  done  -  - 
ive  countless  marks  for  good  or  ill 
re  sets  this  evening's  sun 
this  the  wish  I  always  wish, 
ie  prayer  I  ever  pray: 
my  life  help  the  other  lives 
|t  touches  by  the  way. 

--Christian  Action. 

Prayer  Thought 

the  marks  we  leave  on  others'  lives 
be  compared  to  footprints  in  the 
w .  Are  our  prints  clear  and  easily 
ietawed  or  are  they  staggering,  mot- 
el distortions?  There  is  yet  time 
perfect  our  image  and  make  good 
\  of  it. 

JDevotions  used  by  permission, 
light's  Master  Book  of  New  II- 
trations,  Eerdmans  Press.) 


CHILDREN'S  HOME 


(Continued  from  Page  6) 
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of  a  total  of  12  duplex  apartment  units 
to  be  located  on  a  twenty- five  acre  tract 
across  the  state  road  from  the  Chil- 
dren's Home  campus  at  Middlesex. 
The  apartments  will  be  two -bedroom 
units  available  for  retired  Free  Will 
Baptist  ministers  and  wives,  widows, 
laymen,  and  women  of  our.  churches. 
The  apartments  will  not'  be  built  until 
money  is  available  and  the  need  for 
occupancy  occurs. 

Those  persons  involved  in  the  plan- 
ning of  the  retirement  homes  consider 
this  to  be  a  worthy  service  which  we 
Free  Will  Baptists  should  and  can  pro- 
vide for  God's  faithful  workers.  In 
Timothy  5:17  we  find:  "Let  the  elders 
that  rule  well  be  counted  worthy  of 
double  honour,  espically  they  who 
labour  in  the  word  and  doctrine." 
Let  us  all  unite  together  and  provide 
a  place  of  Christian  fellowship  for 
those  who  have  labored  so  well  in 
the  Lord's  vineyard.  I  humbly  ask 
each  of  you  to  vote  in  favor  of  the 
retirement  homes  plan  when  it  is 
presented  at  your  conference  this 
fall. 

Sam  Weeks  Chairman 
Retirement  Homes  Committee 


Add  to  Article  III  of  the  Bylaws: 
Section  23 -- Retirement  Homes 
Board:  The  Retirement  Homes 
Board  shall  be  responsible  for 
the  management  and  control  of 
the  Free  Will  Baptist  Re- 
tirement Homes  Village  at 
Middlesex,  North  Carolina.  It 
shall  give  an  anual  report  to 
the  State  Convention  setting 
forth  its  program,  needs,  and 
achievements. 

lengthly    article  describing  the 
is  posed  homes  appeared  in  the  Sep- 
t|iber  4,  1974,  issue  of    "The  Free 
1  Baptist."    The  proposal  consists 


Coming  Events  . . . 

October  9-Cape  Fear  Conference 
Woman's  Auxiliary  Convention, 
First  Free  Will  Baptist  Church, 
Smithfield,  North  Carolina 


October  9-Albemarle  Conference  of 
Original  Free  Will  Baptists,  Gum 
Neck  Church,  Columbia,  North 
Carolina 

October  12,  10  A.M. -Organizational 
Meeting  of  the  Free  Will  Baptist 
Historical  Society,  Mount  Olive  Col- 
lege Library,  Mount  Olive,  North 
Garolina 

October  12-Piedmont  Conference 
Woman's  Auxiliary  Convention, 
First  Free  Will  Baptist  Church, 
Durham,  North  Carolina 


October  17-Albermarle  Conference 
Woman's  Auxiliary  Convention, 
Sound  Side  Free  Will  Baptist 
Church,  Columbia,  North  Carolina 

October  17-Western  Conference  of 
Original  Free  Will  Baptists, 
New  Sandy  Hill  Church,  Bailey, 
North  Carolina 

October  19-Pee  Dee  Association  of 
Original  Free  Will  Baptists,  White 
Oak  Church,  Bladen  County,  North 
Carolina 


October  23,  24-Eastern  Conference 
of  Original  Free  Will  Baptists, 
Oriental  Church,  Oriental,  North 
Carolina 

October  31-November  1-Cape  Fear 
Conference  of  Original  Free  Will 
Baptists,  Bethel  Church,  Route  2, 
Four  Oaks,  North  Carolina 

November  6,  7-Central  Conference 
of  Original  Free  Will  Baptists, 
Aspen  Grove  Church  near 
Fountain,  North  Carolina 


ALBEMARLE  WOMAN'S 
AUXILIARY  CONVENTION 

The  Albemarle  District  Woman's 
Auxiliary  Convention  will  convene 
with  the  Sound  Side  Free  Will  Bap- 
tist Church  at  Columbia,  Thursday, 
October  17.  The  theme  for  the  con- 
vention will  be  "Victory  Through 
Faith  and  Prayer,"  with  Scripture 
taken  from  Luke  18:8.  The  program 
for  the  day  is  as  follows: 

Morning  Session 
10:00- -Hymn,  "My  Faith  Looks  Up 
to  Thee" 

10:05- -Devotions,  Mrs.  Joseph  Mait- 
land 

10:15- -Welcome,  Mrs.  Minnie  Ever  - 
ton 

--Response,    Mrs.  Margaret 
Woolard 

10:20- -Greetings,  Mrs.  Lula  Daw, 

President 
10:25- -Recognition  of  Ministers  and 

Visitors 
--Appointment   of  Committees 
10:30- -Reading  of  Minutes 

-  -  Roll  Call  of  Auxiliaries 
--Mission  Offering  (Home  and 

Foreign) 

10:45- -Report  of  Missions,  the  Rev. 

Joseph  Ingram 
11:00- -Report  of  Children's  Home, 
Mrs.  Sam  Weeks 
--Offering  for  Children's  Home 
--Special  Music,  Host  Auxiliary 
11:30- -Message,    the    Rev.    N.  D. 

Wiggs 
12:00- -Lunch 

Afternoon  Session 
1:30- -Hymn,  "Beautiful  Garden  of 
Prayer" 
- -Prayer 
1:40- -Memorial  Service,  Mrs.  Ed- 
win Roper 
1:50 --Report  of  Mount  Olive  Col- 
lege, Dr.  W.  Burkette  Raper, 
President 
2:00- -Other    Denominational  Re- 
ports 

2:10- -Reports  of  Committees 
2:20- -Report  of  Treasurer 
2:30- -Installation  of  New  Officers, 
Mrs.  Oscar  Willoughby 
--Hymn,   "Blest  Be  the  Tie" 

-  -  Adjournment 
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LTPRARY 

&UKE  UNIVERSITY  °°M 
DURHAM,  N .  C.  277£)3 


OBSERVE 

SUPERANNUATION  MONTH 
OCTOBER,  1974 

IN 

YOUR  CHURCH 

October  was  designated  by  the  State  Convention  as 
"Superannuation  Month"  in  our  Free  Will 
Baptist  churches. 

SUPPORT  YOUR  SUPERANNUATION  PROGRAM  BY: 

1.  Receiving  a  Special  Offering  During  October,  or 

2.  Sending  a  Special  Gift  from  Your  Treasurer,  or 

3.  Urging  Special  Individual  Gifts,  and 

4.  Remembering  to  Support  the  Program  with  Your 
Prayers  and  Gifts  Throughout  the  Year. 

SEND  YOUR  GIFTS  TO: 

NORTH  CAROLINA  BOARD  OF 
SUPERANNUATION 

P.  O.  Box  474 
AYDEN,  NORTH  CAROLINA  28513 
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AYDEN,   NORTH   CAROLINA,   WEDNESDAY,  OCTOBER  16,  1974 


Have  you  reached  the  mountaintop  ? 


UNABASHEDLY 

CHRISTIAN  ? 

The  world  is  full  of  self-possessed  individuals.  These  individuals,  for 
the  most  part,  are  also  reeking  of  self-assurance  and  are  so  confident  of 
their  own  abilities  that  their  self-sufficiency  projects  their  superego 
like  the  tired  cliche  of  yesterday.  We  who  lie  in  the  wake  of  their  "hi-ho- 
intellectualism"  and  their  "look-at-me-see-who-I-am"  attitude  are  some- 
time impressed  by  their  grandiloquence,  but  we  are  nevertheless  fatigued 
by  their  tendency  toward  self-indulgence  to  the  extent  of  wanting  to  dis- 
sociate ourselves  from  them.  Lest  we  be  chastised  too  severely  by  own 
consciences,  we  can  be  assured  that  our  feeling  of  repressed  hostility  is 
only  natural. 

People  who  suffer  from  too  much  self-esteem  often  are  guilty  of  making 
too  many  unabbreviated  statements  about  their  own  accomplishments.  Cer- 
tainly, many  persons  have  achieved  their  desired  goals  and  would-be-im- 
possible dreams  and  have  a  right  to  be  proud.  Too,  we  do  not  mind 
their  letting  us  know  that  they  have  reached  a  certain  milestone,  but  we  do 
not  want  daily  reminders- -especially  when  these  individuals  lean  toward 
obnoxious  displays  at  the  expense  of  others.  That  is  to  say:  It  is  well  and 
good  that  they  have  reached  the  mountaintop.  They  err,  however,  in  think- 
ing that  those  who  do  not  enjoy  the  same  elevation  as  they  do  not  sit  so  high 
because  they  are  inferior.  This  is  an  error  in  thought,  surely;  for  what 
proves  to  be  a  challenge  to  some  is  not  a  challenge  to  others.  Each  of  us 
chooses  a  particular  goal  (if  we  are  ambitious  at  all).  Yet,  we  should  not 
be  derogated  by  someone  who  has  reached  his  goal  and  has  thereupon  be- 
come a  self-styled  judge  and  has  injudiciously  set  a  goal  for  us.  Too 
frequently  these  well-meaning  people  set  goals  for  us  according  to  their 
standards  and  without  consulting  with  us  relative  to  our  own  desires.  It  is 
impossible,  really,  for  a  person  to  choose  for  another.  Even  mothers  and 
fathers  should  refrain  from  charting  the  course  for  their  children.  Guidance 
is  good  and  acceptable,  but  dictatorial  "driving"  seldom,  if  ever,  achieves 
anything  but  "wrecks."  And,  if  one  is  "wrecked"  when  he  reaches  his 
destination,  it  would  have  proven  better  had  he  not  reached  the  destina- 
tion. Similarly,  if  one  falls  off  the  mountain  just  as  he  conquers  the  peak, 
it  affords  him  little  pleasure  and  his  accomplishment  shall  be  ill -remem- 
bered, much  less  appreciated.  No  dead  heroes,  however  good  they  were  in 
battle,  are  able  to  accept  laurels.  .  .  . 

While  there  are  some  lily-livered  Christians  who  are  afraid  to  speak  out 
for  their  Lord,  there  are  also  some  forward  Christians  who  are  so  verbose 
that  they,  like  the  self-indulgent  overachievers  whom  we  have  just  dis- 
cussed, become  obnoxious  and  try  the  patience  of  their  peers.  Sometimes 
their  joy  is  so  unconfined  that  they  make  spectacles  of  themselves;  and, 
their  unrestrained  exuberance,  though  sometimes  concurrent  with  and 
complimentary  to  their  religion,  can  "turn  off"  persons  who  don't  share 
their  enthusiasm  or  understand  their  mode  of  behavior.  We  would  not,  of 
course,  quell  the  voice  of  the  gospel,  nor  would  we  promote  long-faced 
Christianity;  yet,  all  too  often  people  make  "much  ado  about  nothing." 
The  loudest -mouthed  Christians  frequently  lack  the  deeper  experience 
of  their  "sober"  counterparts. 

He  who  talks  a  lot,  or  toots  his  own  horn  (if  you  will),  is  often  the  one 
who  does  the  least.  By  comparison,  he  who  takes  the  back  seat  often  does 
the  most  work  but  does  not  want  to  call  what  he  considers,  "undue  attention" 
to  himself.  Herein  lies  true  merit:  The  humble  man  doesn't  expound  upon 
his  accomplishments,  but  in  the  end  he  will  be  exalted  by  someone  other 
than  himself.  His  worth  shall  be  known  and  his  works  shall  "praise  him  in 
the  gates." 

True,  one  should  be  unabashedly  Christian.  He  should  not  be  embar- 
rassed that  he  claims  the  cause  and  owns  the  name  of  Christ;  yet,  he  will  not 
seek  vainglory.  He  will  be  what  he  is  always,  and  even  in  silence,  he  shall  be 
an  effective  witness  for  his  Lord.  Often  the  silent  witness  is  the  one  longer 
remembered  anyhow.  .  .  . 
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(Psalm  95:1) 
WITH   INSTRUMENT  AND 
VOICE 


(Miss  Register  is  a  graduate  of  East 
Carolina  University,  Greenville,  with  a 
degree  in  church  music.  She  has  served 
two  churches  as  minister  of  music,  and 

Fher  current  plans  include  doing  graduate 
OR  a  new  and  unique  worship  experience,  why  not 
try  a  Music  Appreciation  Sunday? 
Unlike  the  traditional  singspiration,  which  is  really  a 
Concert  of  gospel  music  presented  for  the  listeners' 
entertainment,  Music  Appreciation  Day  is  an  opportunity 
or  the  local  congregation  to  explore  the  vital  role  of 
nusic  in  an  actual  worship  service.  It  allows  them  to 
jitilize  the  full  potential  of  the  hymnal  as  an  aid  and 
ji  companion  to  worship.  It  also  provides  a  setting  in 
ivhich  the  importance  of  the  organist,  choir  director, 
pianist,   and  choir  members  can  be  acknowledged. 

To  understand  how  important  music  is  to  a  worship 
service,  imagine  a  Sunday  morning  without  hymns  or 
any  instrumental  music:  opening  prayer,  Scripture 
reading,  pastoral  prayer,  announcements,  silent  offer- 
ing (clink,  clink,  clink),  sermon,  dismissal  prayer. 
Dead,  isn't  it? 

Music  isn't  just  a  "cover-up"  for  noise,  however.  The 
selections  chosen  and  the  manner  in  which  they  are 
presented  influence  the  worshiper's  attitude.  That's 
why  good  organists  and  pianists  vary  their  prelude, 
offertory,  and  postlude  styles.  The  prelude  on  Christ- 
mas Day  should  be  quite  different  in  character  from  the 
one  chosen  for  a  Good  Friday  communion  service,  for 
(instance.  The  minister's  sermon  topic  and  text  often 
provide  a  clue  to  the  "tone"  of  the  service  and  there- 
fore to  the  choice  of  hymns  and  other  music.  Well- 
planned  services  in  which  all  the  elements  complement 
each  other  don't  just  happen- -they  occur  with  guidance 
Ifrom  the  Holy  Spirit  and  several  pastor -musician  con- 
isultations! 

ji  How  does  one  go  about  planning  a  Music  Appreciation 
Sunday?  First  of  all  use  the  hymnal  at  every  op- 
jjportunity.  Sing  hymns  instead  of  having  an  instru- 
mental meditation.  Include  an  extra  hymn  in  the  ser- 
ivice  if  possible.  Choose  hymns  that  mention  music 
[and  singing,  such  as:  "O  for  a  Thousand  Tongues," 
ji"All  Creatures  of  Our  God  and  King,"  and  "He  Keeps 
.Me  Singing."  Read  the  text  of  a  hymn  in  unison 
"as  a  prayer:  "Dear  Lord  and  Father  of  Mankind" 
and  "Take  My  Life  and  Let  It  Be"  are  especially  good. 
| Consider  reading  a  hymn  in  the  place  of  a  Scripture 
reading  as  many  hymns  are  paraphrased  versions  of  the 
JPsalms--"0  Worship  the  King"  is  based  on  Psalm  104. 

Second,  any  organ  or  piano  music  that  is  used  during 
the  service  should  be  based  on  hymn  tunes.  There  are 
books  available  at  all  levels  of  difficulty  which  present 
hymn  tunes  in  a  different  and  pleasing  manner.  The 
idea  of  the  day  is  to  include  as  many  hymns  as  possible 


work  in  her  chosen  field.  A  member 
of  the  First  Free  Will  Baptist  Church 
of  Kinston,  Miss  Register  is  a  gifted 
solist  as  well  as  organist  and  pianist.) 


in  one  worship  service,  and  the  prelude  and  offertory 
are  excellent  spots  to  add  more  hymns  without  adding 
to  the  length  of  the  service. 

Third,  the  sermon  should  stress  the  importance  of 
music  and  musicians  in  worship.  There  are  many 
biblical  examples:  the  fact  that  the  Bible  includes 
the  Hebrew  hymnal  and  the  Psalms,  is  a  good  starting 
point.  Paul's  admonition  to  the  Early  Church  to  sing 
"psalms,  hymns,  and  spiritual  songs"  is  another. 
Most  ministers  appreciate  a  thriving  music  program  in 
their  churches,  and  this  is  a  good  opportunity  for  them 
to  explain  why  they  feel  this  way. 

Fourth,  consider  having  the  congregation  remain  seat  - 
ed  during  the  postlude.  After  all,  this  is  Music  Ap- 
preciation Day,  and  the  postlude  is  the  least  appreciated 
of  all  service  music.  People  are  in  such  a  rush  to  leave 
church  that  the  music  is  completely  lost  in  the  hub- 
bub. Why  not  stop  for  one  Sunday  to  reflect,  to  collect 
thoughts  from  the  worship  service,  and  to  enjoy  a  few 
minutes  of  peace  before  facing  the  busy  outside  world? 

Finally,  plan  some  activity  for  the  congregation  to  show 
appreciation  to  the  church's  musicians.  These  people 
sacrifice  a  great  deal  of  time- -especially  around  Christ- 
mas and  Easter- -for  little  or  no  pay,  and  very  seldom 
are  they  thanked  for  their  efforts.  Perhaps  a  covered - 
dish  luncheon  or  a  picnic  in  their  honor  following 
the  service  might  be  planned  (choir  members  not 
having  to  bring  any  food).  If  the  service  is  held  at 
night,  have  a  refreshment  hour  afterward  for  the  con- 
gregation, choir  members,  and  their  families.  Above 
all,  encourage  the  congregation  to  express  their  grati- 
tude to  the  choir  verbally.  A  smile  and  "Thank  you  for 
caring  about  our  worship  services"  is  the  best  gift 
of  all. 

These  suggestions  are  merely  stepping-stones  to 
planning- -let  imagination  take  its  course.  There  are 
many  more  ways  to  celebrate  the  joy  of  singing;  for 
instance,  invite  an  organist  or  choir  from  another 
church  to  present  a  recital  in  the  afternoon  or  have  a 
festival  of  settings  of  Psalm  23.  There  are  so  many 
ways  to  celebrate  the  joy  of  singing,  in  fact,  that  Music 
Appreciation  Sunday  might  easily  become  an  annual 
celebration! 

Sample  Service  Plan 

Organ  Prelude  "Amazing  Grace"  (arr.  Harold  Decou) 
"The  Lord's  My  Shepherd"    (arr.  Decou) 

(Continued  on  Page  14) 
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SUNDAY,  OCTOBER  20 

Scripture  Reading- -Jeremiah  17:7 
Statement  of  Shakespeare's  Belief 
(From  His  Last  Will  and  Testament) 

"I,  William  Shakespeare,  of  Strat- 
ford-upon-Avon, in  the  county  of 
Warrick,  gentleman  in  perfect  health 
and  memory,  God  be  praised,  do  make 
and  ordain  this  my  last  will  and 
testament  in  manner  and  form  follow- 
ing, that  is  to  say,  first,  I  commend 
my  soul  into  the  hands  of  God,  my 
Creator,  hoping  and  assuredly  be- 
lieving, through  the  only  merits  of 
Jesus  Christ,  my  Saviour ,  to  be  made 
partaker  of  life  everlasting,  and  my 
body  to  the  earth  whereof  it  is  made. ' ' 
- -Selected. 

Prayer  Thought 
On  our  last  day  of  earthly  living, 
will  we  be  able  to  commend  our 
souls  to  God's  keeping  with  any 
reassurance  that  He  will  take  them? 
We  may  be  unhappy  rejects. 

MONDAY,  OCTOBER  21 

Scripture  Reading- -Psalm  19:7-9 
Without  Comparison 

"Nothing  can  stop  the  Bible.  It 
is  useless  to  call  it  the  world's 
best  seller,  though  it  is,  because 
that  term  implies  comparison- -and 
there  is  nothing  else  that  even  re- 
motely compares  with  the  Bible  in 
popular  circulation." 

The  Bible,  or  parts  of  it,  has  now 
been  translated  into  1,027  languages. 
It  is  the  most  wonderful  book  the 
world  has  ever  seen.  It  is  esti- 
mated that  there  are  over  200,000,000 
Bibles.  Placed  end  to  end  they 
would  make  a  line  17,000  miles  long. 
--San  Francisco  Chronicle. 

Prayer  Thought 

We  do  not  need  statistics  to  realize 
that  the  Bible  is  undeniably  unique- - 
we  need  only  to  read  it.  The  mag- 
netic, revealing  Book  has  held  its 
readers  spellbound  for  centuries. 
Among  all  His  other  accomplish- 
ments, God  is  the  greatest  Author 
we  shall  ever  know. 

TUESDAY,  OCTOBER  22 

Scripture   Reading- -Psalm  127:3 
Is  God  Too  Busy? 


"Do  you  suppose,"  querried 
Johnny,  as  his  little  cousin  laid 
away  her  rosiest  apple  for  a  sick 
girl,  "that  God  cares  as  much  about 
such  things  as  we  do?  Isn't  He  too 
busy  taking  care  of  the  big  folks 
to  notice  us?' ' 

Winnie  shook  her  head  and  pointed 
to  Mother,  who  had  just  lifted  the 
baby  from  his  cot. 

"Mother  is  not  so  busy  with  the 
big  folks  that  she  forgets  the  baby," 
she  answered.  "She  thinks  of  him 
first  'cause  he's  the  smallest.  Sure- 
ly God  thinks  as  much  of  little  folks." 
-  -  Exchange. 

Prayer  Thought 

Not  only  does  God  concern  Himself 
with  the  little  folks,  but  He  tells 
us  that  unless  we  have  the  unques- 
tioning faith  of  a  child  we  shall  not 
enter  into  His  kingdom. 

WEDNESDAY,  OCTOBER  23 

Scripture  Reading- -Acts  22:28 
All  Active 

A  minister  was  once  asked  by  an 
old-time  friend,  whom  he  met  in  a 
distant  city:  "How  many  members 
do  you  have  in  your  church?" 

"One  thousand,"  the  preacher  re- 
plied. 

"Really!"  the  friend  exclaimed. 
"And  how  many  of  them  are  active?" 

"All  of  them  are  active,"  was  the 
response.  "About  two  hundred  of 
them  are  active  for  the  Lord;  the 
balance  are  active  for  the  devil." 
--Free  Methodist. 

Prayer  Thought 
We  are  allowed  freedom  in  the 
choice  of  whom  we  shall  follow.  Are 
we  following  the  devil?  If  so,  let 
us  compare  our  choice  of  commands 
and  the  outcome  of  their  campaigns. 

THURSDAY,  OCTOBER  24 

Scripture  Reading- -Psalm  27:1 
The   Radiance   of   His  Presence 

I  remember  reading  years  ago  a 
simple  story  of  an  old  violinist. 
He  was  poor,  but  possesed  an  instru- 
ment which  never  failed  to  charm 
by  its  soothing  mellowness.  Played 
as  he  could  play,  it  never  failed 
to  awaken  responsive  chords  in  the 
heart!  Asked  to  explain  its  charm, 
he  would  hold  out  his  violin  and, 
tenderly  caressing  its  graceful 
curves,  say:  "Ah,  a  great  deal  of 
sunshine  must  have  gone  into  this 
wood,  and  what  has  gone  in  comes 
out . ' ' 

How  much  of  God's  sunshine  has 
entered  your  life?  How  much  time 
have  you  spent  in  the  radiance  of  His 
presence?  It  is  only  too  true  of  all 
of  us  that  if  more  of  God's  radiance 
had  entered  into  our  souls  we  should 
be  better  able  to  radiate  peace  and 
hope  to  the  crowds  around  us.--E. 
Townley  Lord. 


Prayer  Thought 
We  travel  miles  to  bask  in  th! 
sunshine  at  the  beach  and  spen 
hours  rubbing  on  oils  to  prever 
burning  and  peeling.  Yet,  we  ofte 
refuse  God's  radiance  which  caj 
offer  only  goodness  and  glory. 

FRIDAY,  OCTOBER  25 
Scripture  Reading- -Matthew  16:2 
The   Whole   World   Has   the  Sam 
Trouble 

A  story  is  told  of  Abraham  Lin: 
coin,  the  great  President.  ASpringl 
field  neighbor  was  drawn  to  his  doo 
one  day  by  the  crying  of  children 
When  he  got  there,  he  saw  Lincollj 
passing  by  with  his  two  sons,  bot 
crying  lustily.    "What  is  the  matte 
with  the  boys?"   asked  the  man 
"Just  what  is  the  matter  with  th 
whole  world!"  answered  Lincoln,  'fl 
have   three   walnuts  and  each  boi 
wants  two."    Surely  this    spirit  ijji 
abroad  still  today.    We  all  need  t| 
learn  more  earnestly  that  covetous 
ness  and  greed  are  sins  that  brin 
only   trouble   and  pain.  - -Christia 
Herald. 

Prayer  Thought 
If  the  whole  world  would  learn  t 
share  and  hold  itself  above  greec 
hostility  would  be  nonexistent.  N| 
wars  would  threaten  our  shores  an 
peace  could  truly  reign. 

SATURDAY,  OCTOBER  26 

Scripture  Reading- -Jeremiah  9:2, 
Only  Chips 

You  may  spiritualize  the  founda; 
tions  and  gates,  but  I  do  not.  A 
amethyst  is  an  amethyst.  I  hav 
seen  the  crown  jewels  of  England,  an 
I  admire  precious  stones.  Wheni 
go  to  the  office  of  a  merchant  i 
precious  stones,  he  will  say  to  me 
"Dr.  Buhler,  would  you  like  to  loo 
at  the  stones?"  Then  he  spread 
out  a  great,  dark  purple  velvet cush 
ion.  Locking  the  door,  he  goes  t 
his  enormous  safe  and  takes  out  hi 
diamonds  and  rubies  and  emeralc 
and  amethysts,  and  throws  them  dowi 
and  there  before  my  eyes,  is  olj 
such  beauty,  such  glory!  I  feast  m 
eyes  upon  them.  Then  I  remembe 
the  devil  would  tempt  me  to  cov< 
them,  and  I  say  to  him,  "These  ar 
only  chips  of  the  great  foundatior 
of  the  City  of  God. "--Dawn. 

Prayer  Thought 

We  can  hoard  our  treasures  ar 
count  our  jewels  but  unless  th' 
are  put  to  good  use  they  rema: 
cold,  useless,  mere  symbols.  Sym 
bols  of  what? 

(Devotions  used  by  permissio 
Knight's  Master  Book  of  New  III 
lustrations,  Eerdmans  Press.) 
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QUESTIONS 

aid 
ANSWERS 


Conducted  by  J.  P.  BARROW 
Route  1,  Box  475,  LaGrange,  North  Carolina  28551 


,  Question:  I  have  heard  several 
blks  say  that  we  of  today  are  not 
Ibliged  to  keep  the  Ten  Command  - 
(nents  that  Moses  wrote.  What 
connection  do  the  following  verses 
nave  with  this  question:  Matthew 
!2:37-40;  Matthew  5:17-48;  Rom- 
ins  12:1,  2;  2  Corinthians  5:14;  1 
fohn  4:19? 

|  Answer:  I  think  you  made  a  good 
jhoice  in  selecting  the  above  verses 
Is  a  New  Testament  basis  to  prove 
hat  Christians  must  still  obey  God's 
noral  law.  We  are  saved  by  grace 
hrough  faith  in  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ 
who  shed  His  precious  blood  on  Cal  - 
i'ary's  Cross. 

|  We  Christians,  having  been  born 
Ugain  by  accepting  and  personally 
ippropriating  Christ,  are  now  new 
Creatures  in  Christ  Jesus.  Therefore 
]t  is  now  in  keeping  with  our  new 
aature  to  walk  circumspectly  before 
lim  and  before  a  lost  world  for  in 
his  way  we  beseech  men  in  Christ's 
stead  to  be  reconciled  to  Christ. 
J'Let  your  light  so  shine  before  men, 
pat  they  may  see  your  good  works, 
knd  glorify  your  Father  which  is  in 
iieaven"  (Matthew  5:16);  "To wit,  that 
God  was  in  Christ,  reconciling  the 
jvorld  unto  himself,  not  imputing  their 
trespasses  unto  them;  and  hath  com - 
:  jhitted  unto  us  the  word  of  reconcilia- 
!  [ion.     Now  then  we  are  ambassa- 
dors for  Christ,  as  though  God  did 
feseech  you  by  us:  we  pray  you  in 
ifchrist's   stead,    be   ye  reconciled 
1  |o  God.  For  he  hath  to  be  sin  for  us, 
vho  knew    no  sin;  that  we  might  be 

i  bade  the  righteousness  of  God  in 
diim"  (2  Corinthians  5:19-21). 

tt  The  fact  that  we  are  saved  from 
j  |>in,   having   been   made  the  heirs 
I  (>f  God  and  joint  heirs  through  Christ 
lis  our  Lord  and  Saviour,  does  not 
;ive  us  a  license  to  sin  or  break 
he  law  in  any  way;  therefore,  as  to 

ii  |he  moral  law ,  we  are  obligated  to  up  - 
iiold  it  in  our  living.  It  is  contrary 

jjo  our  new  nature  to  break  it.  Now 
.  in  him  we  live,  and  move,  and 
lave   our  being;   .   .   ."  (Acts  17: 
!8). 

We  are  forgetting  the  things  behind 
is,  and  with  our  eyes  on  Christ  our 


Lord  we  run  with  patience  the  race 
that  is  set  before  us,  looking  unto 
Jesus  the  Author  and  Finisher  of  our 
faith.  We  now  have  in  us  that  mind 
which  is  also  in  Christ  Jesus,  not 
the  old  rebellious  mind  we  had  be- 
fore we  were  saved  which  made  us 
an  ally  and  a  son  of  the  devil  that 
always   breaks   God's   moral  law. 

Of  course,  when  it  comes  to  the 
ceremonial  law,  we  are  free  from  that 
such  as  circumcision,  Sabbath 
keeping,  the  offering  of  animals  for 
a  sacrifice;  they  pointed  forward  to 
and  symbolized  the  death  of  Christ 
on  the  Cross.  There  are  ordinances 
we  are  to  keep;  such  as,  the  baptism 
of  the  new  Christian  into  water  that 
reminds  us  that  we  are  dead  to  the 
world  and  the  old  life  and  have  arisen 
with  Christ  to  walk  in  a  new  life; 
the  feet  washing  that  suggests  th\ 
need  of  daily  cleansing;  and  the  Lord': 
Supper ,  when  we  partake  of  the  broken 
bread  symbolic  of  Christ's  body  that 
was  broken  for  us  and  the  fruit  of 
the  vine  that  reminds  us  of  the 
blood  He  shed  on  Calvary;  also,  like 
Chr i  st '  s  apostles ,  who  were  led  by  the 
Holy  Spirit  we  keep  the  first  day  of 
the  week.  All  of  these  point  back 
to  the  Cross  and  we  are  to  partici- 
pate in  them  until  He  comes  again. 
These  say  that  He  died  once  and  will 
die  no  more.  Therefore,  we  are  not 
to  say  we  have  not  sinned;  but  instead, 
we  are  to  confess  our  sins,  and  as  we 
do  this,  we  are  assured  they  are 
cleansed  in  Christ's  blood. 

The  following  verses  well  describe 
our  status  before  God:  "But  if  we 
walk  in  the  light,  as  he  is  in  the  light, 
we  have  fellowship  one  with  another, 
and  the  blood  of  Jesus  Christ  his 
Son  cleanseth  us  from  all  sin.  If 
we  say  that  we  have  no  sin,  we  de- 
ceive ourselves,  and  the  truth  is  not 
in  us.  If  we  confess  our  sins,  he 
is  faithful  and  just  to  forgive  us  our 
sins,  and  to  cleanse  us  from  all  un- 
righteousness. If  we  say  that  we  have 
not  sinned,  we  make  him  a  liar,  and 
his  word  is  not  in  us"  (1  John  1: 
7-10).  Jesus  said,  "If  ye  keep  my 
commandments,  ye  shall  abide  in  my 
love;  even  as  I  have  kept  my  Father's 
commandments,    and   abide   in  his 


love"  (John  15:10);  "If  ye  love  me, 
keep  my  commandments.  ...  He 
that  hath  my  commandments,  and 
keepeth  them,  he  it  is  that  loveth 
me:  and  he  that  loveth  me  shall  be 
loved  of  my  Father,  and  I  will  love 
him,  and  will  manifest  myself  to  him. 
.  .  .  Jesus  answered  and  said  unto 
him,  If  a  man  love  me,  he  will  keep 
my  words:  and  my  Father  will  love 
him,  and  we  will  come  unto  him,  and 
make  our  abode  with  him"  (John  14: 
15,  21,  23).  Add  to  these,  "For  this 
is  the  love  of  God,  that  we  keep 
his  commandments:  and  his  com- 
mandments are  not  grievous"  (1 
John  5:3). 

Jesus  seems  to  have  indicated  to  a 
lawyer  that  in  His  days  on  earth 
one  should  keep  the  two  command- 
ments Moses  wrote  which  Christ 
regarded  as  basic:  "Then  one  of 
them,  which  was  a  lawyer,  asked 
him  a  question,  tempting  him,  and 
saying,  Master,  which  is  the  great 
commandment  in  the  law?  Jesus 
said  unto  him,  Thou  shalt  love  the 
Lord  thy  God  with  all  thy  heart, 
and  with  all  thy  soul,  and  with  all 
thy  mind.  This  is  the  first  and  great- 
est commandment.  And the  second  is 
like  unto  it,  Thou  shalt  love  thy 
neighbour  as  thyself.  On  these  two 
commandments  hang  all  the  law  and 
the   prophets"    (Matthew  22:35-40). 


Coming  Events  . . . 

October  17-Albermarle  Conference 
Woman's  Auxiliary  Convention, 
Sound  Side  Free  Will  Baptist 
Church,  Columbia,  North  Carolina 


October  17-Western  Conference  of 
Original  Free  Will  Baptists, 
New  Sandy  Hill  Church,  Bailey, 
North  Carolina 


October  19-Pee  Dee  Association  of 
Original  Free  Will  Baptists,  White 
Oak  Church,  Bladen  County,  North 
Carolina 

October  23,  24-Eastern  Conference 
of  Original  Free  Will  Baptists, 
Oriental  Church,  Oriental,  North 
Carolina 


October  31-November  1-Cape  Fear 
Conference  of  Original  Free  Will 
Baptists,  Bethel  Church,  Route  2, 
Four  Oaks,  North  Carolina 


November  6,  7-Central  Conference 
of  Original  Free  Will  Baptists, 
Aspen  Grove  Church  near 
Fountain,  North  Carolina 
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Joseph  Ingram 

Director-Treasurer  — 
FOREIGN  MISSIONS 


tr  Hill 
Director-Treasurer 
HOME  MISSIONS 


HOME  MISSIONS  DEPARTMENT  HOLDS  SEMINAR 


The  Home  Missions  Department 
of  the  North  Carolina  State  Conven- 
tion of  Original  Free  Will  Baptists 
will  hold  a  seminar  on  "Soul  Winning 
and  Church  Government"  Saturday, 
October  19,  at  the  Eastwood  Free 
Will  Baptist  Church  in  Fayetteville, 
from  1  to  5  p.  m. 


All  home  missionaries  and  board 
members  are  expected  to  take  part. 
Anyone  may  attend  this  seminar  who 
wishes  to  do  so. 


Respectfully  submitted, 
Taylor  Hill,  Director -Treasurer 


MEET  OUR  HOME  MISSIONARIES 

For  your  convenience  we  are  list- 
ing the  names  and  addresses  of  our 
home  missionaries  that  are  associat- 
ed with  the  North  Carolina  State 
Convention  of  Original  Free  Will 
Baptists  Home  Missions  Department. 
I  am  sure  they  would  appreciate  your 
prayers  and  any  word  of  encourage- 


ment that  can  be  given  them.  Also  the 
Home  Missions  Department  is  in  des- 
perate need  of  financial  support. 
Send  all  contributions  to  me  at  1207 
Arsenal  Avenue,  Fayetteville,  North 
Carolina  28305,  for  proper  credit. 


Our  missionaries  are  as  follows: 


Grayson  Spencer 
Route  2,  202  -D  Robbins  Road 
Trinity,  North  Carolina  27374 
Telephone- -431-3081 


Al  Markuson 

512  1/2  S.  Main  Street 

Hope  Mills,  North  Carolina  28348 

Telephone- -425-0116 


Alton  Howard 
P.  O.  Box  4125 

Fayetteville,  North  Carolina  28306 
Telephone- -483-3475 


O.  B.  Everett  (Leland  Mission) 
Route  1 ,  Box  337 

Sneads   Ferry,    North  Carolina  28460 


Stanley  Slaughter 

Route  4,  Box  323  -B 

Henderson,  North  Carolina  27536  i 


Wayne  Watson 
6110  Honeysuckle  Lane 
Charlotte,  North  Carolina  28212 
Telephone -  - 704 - 568 - 0 1 59 

Respectfully  submitted 
Taylor  Hill 
Director  -  Treasurer 


A  REAL  CHRISTIAN 

A  real  Christian  is  as  hones 
in  the  dark  as  where  everybody  ca 
see  him. 

A  real  Christian  does  not  expecj 
favors.    He  does  favors  for  others 

A  real  Christian  is  loyal  to  hi 
friends  and  guards  their  reputation 
as  he  guards  his  own. 

A  real  Christian  witnesses  for  hi 
Lord  by  the  way  he  lives  everj 
day.  -  -  Selected. 
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Free  Will  Baptist  Children's  Home 

f(Mr><S  Christian  Home  for  Boys  and  Girls" 

MIPDLKSKX,  NORTH  CAROLINA  27557 
MR.  SAMMY  WEEKS,  Superintendent  -  Phone  (919)235-4079 


Ne^w  Growth 

Ar        Mrs.  Royce  Matthews  <^p 


CASTOR  OIL 

Do  you  remember  when  you  were 
a  child,  no  matter  what  ailment 
or  sickness  happened  to  come  your 
way,  the  inevitable  tablespoonful  of 
castor  oil  was  thrust  forward  and 
you  knew  what  you  were  expected 
to  do  with  it? 

"It  will  make  you  feel  better." 
Knowing  that  fact  never  altered  the 
taste  of  castor  oil  one  iota.  It 
made  you  wonder  if  your  parents 
could  really  love  you  and  still  make 
I  you  swallow  that  dreadful  stuff. 
Thinking  about  it  now  makes  me 
taste  it  again. 

That's  the  way  with  our  everyday 
lives.  Sometimes  our  Christian 
growth  gets  stunted  or  diseased  when 
we  least  expect  it.  It  takes  the 
tablespoon  of  "castor  oil"  to  put  us 
i  on  our  feet  again.  It  may  come  in 
;j  the  form  of  an  accident,  sickness, 
emotional  trauma,  or  other  crises 
facing  man. 

It  is  easy  to  look  back  over  a 
situation  and  say,  "I  know  God  was 
,  with  me,"  but  has  there  ever  been 
;  a  time  in  your  life  when  you  doubted 
the  love  and  wisdom  of  God?  A  time 
when  you're  standing  on  unsteady 
;  ground  with  sharp  fragments  of  hopes 
and  dreams  ripping  at  your  flesh 
}  as  they  shower  down  in  torrents? 
:  A  time  when  you  stand  helplessly  by 
as  others  play  recklessly  with  the 
J  fruits  of  your  life's  work? 

There  are  those  of  us  who  can't 
find  God  during  these  times.  We 
know  He  must  be  near,  but  can  He 
hear?  Does  He  even  want  to  hear? 
|  We  know  we  should  take  all  the 
1  disappointments,  frustrations,  and 
heartaches  with  a  heartfelt  smile 
and  say  "Thank  you,  Lord.  It 
will  make  me  better . ' '  But  not  many 
of  us  have  halos  yet.  Most  of 
us  are  people  with  intense  feelings. 
There  is  something  in  us  that  fights 
against  unpleasantness;  something 
that  makes  us  cry,  "Why,  Lord? 
Why  are  you  allowing  this  to  happen?" 

People  today  don't  believe  castor 
oil  to  be  the  "cure-all,"  but  few 
\  were  our  doctor,  dentist,  and  drug 
i  bills.    Why,  none  of  us  had  to  wear 
j  eyeglasses  until  we  had  graduated 

from  home  and  castor  oil! 
I     God  looks  on  His  children  with 
•  compassion   when   we  are  "taking 
our  medicine"  to  assure  us  future 
health     and     spiritual    growth.  I 
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NEW  CHILDREN 

Six  new  children  were  admitted  to 
the  Children's  Home  during  Septem- 
ber. 

Robin  Anderson  and  Donald  Ray 
Anderson  (pictured  below)  are  from 
the  Greenville  area.  Robin  is  5 
years  old  and  is  in  kindergarten. 
She  now  lives  in  the  Smith  Cot- 
tage. Donald  Ray  is  10  years  old 
and  in  the  third  grade.  He  is 
living  in  the  Albemarle  II  Cottage. 


don't  think  He  minds  too  badly  if  we 
cringe  a  little  because  it  really  is, 
like  castor  oil,  distasteful. 
He  promised  He  would  be  with  us 


Audrey,  Ann,  Betty,  and  Roger 
Worley  came  from  Kenly.  Audrey 
is  9  years  old  and  in  the  fourth 
grade;  Ann  is  3  years  old;  Betty 
is  6  years  old  and  in  the  first 
grade.  All  three  girls  now  live  in  the 
Smith  Cottage.  Roger  is  10  years 
old  and  in  the  fourth  grade.  He  now 
lives  in  the  Albemarle  II  Cottage. 


These  are  six  very  nice  children 
and  we  are  very  glad  to  have  them 
with  us. 


all  the  way.  That  means  through 
the  thick  and  thin,  mountains  and 
valleys,  laughter  and  tears,  and  tak- 
ing medicine. 


ARE  YOU  THE  LIGHT 
OR  THE  BUSHEL  ? 


mHEN  I  am  wronged  and  I  re- 
sist the  evil  done  unto  me  with 
evil,  does  this  in  any  way  right 
the  wrong  done  me?  When  I  am 
struck  at  and  I  strike  back  in  turn, 
what  is  actually  accomplished  by  my 
action?  Is  my  strength  proved  great - 
er  than  the  one  who  strikes  me 
by  striking  back,  or  is  it  not  my 
own  weakness  that  is  proved  to  be 
greater  than  the  weakness  of  the 
one  who  strikes  me? 

Jesus  said  concerning  violence  and 
struggles  between  men,  "Ye  have 
heard  it  said,  An  eye  for  an  eye, 
and  a  tooth  for  a  tooth:  But  I  say 
unto  you,  That  ye  resist  not  evil: 
but  whosoever  shall  smite  thee  on  the 


by  Phil  Foreman 


right  cheek,  turn  to  him  the  other 
also"  (Matthew  5:38,  39).  Jesus 
tells  us  not  to  be  cowards,  but 
rather  to  have  courage.  Without 
courage,  who  could,  after  being 
struck  once,  simply  stand  there  and 
turn  his  face  waiting  to  be  struck 
again?  What  our  Lord  tells  us 
about  fearing  each  other  and  bodily 
harm  is  this:  "...  fear  not  them 
which  kill  the  body,  but  are  not  able 
to  kill  the  soul:  but  rather  fear  him 
which  is  able  to  destroy  both  soul 
and  body  in  hell"  (Matthew  10:28). 

Jesus  tells  us  who  are  blessed 
by  God- -and  the  violent  and  the  un- 

(Continued  on  Pa£e  15} 


Of  Denominational  Interest 


Hickory  Grove  Revival 
In  Progress 

Revival  services  are  in  progress 
this  week  at  Hickory  Grove  Free 
Will  Baptist  Church  near  Bethel,  be- 
ginning each  evening  at  7:30.  The 
visiting  evangelist  is  the  Rev.  Robert 
May  of  Ahoskie.  Services  will  con- 
tinue through  Saturday  evening,  Octo- 
ber 19,  with  the  pastor,  the  Rev. 
Hubert  Burress,  assisting.  The 
public  is  cordially  invited  to  attend 
the   remainder   of  these  services. 


Aspen  Grove  Revival  Scheduled 
For  October  21-26 


Revival  services  are  scheduled  for 
Aspen  Grove  Free  Will  Baptist 
Church  near  Fountain  for  the  week  of 
October  21-26.  The  guest  minister 
for  the  services  will  be  the  Rev. 
Fred  A.  Rivenbarkof  Goldsboro.  The 
pastor,  the  Rev.  Hubert  Burress,  will 
be  assisting  in  the  services  which 
will  begin  each  evening  at  7:30.  A 
warm  welcome  is  extended  everyone 
to  attend  all  these  services  you  pos- 
sibly can. 


Revival  and  Homecoming 
At  Hopewell  Church 

Revival  services  are  scheduled  for 
the  Hopewell  Free  Will  Baptist 
Church,  Route  1,  Smithfield,  for  the 


week  of  October  21-25.  Services 
will  begin  nightly  at  7:30  with  the 
Rev.  Henry  Armstrong  as  the  guest 
evangelist.  Assisting  in  the  services 
will  be  the  pastor,  the  Rev.  Edmundo 
G.  Gonzalez,  with  the  church  choir 
rendering  special  music  each  even- 
ing. The  public  is  cordially  in- 
vited to  attend. 

On  Sunday,  October  27,  the  Hope- 
well church  will  observe  its  annual 
homecoming.  Following  the  morning 
worship  service  a  picnic  will  be 
served  by  the  church.  The  pastor 
and  the  church  membership  extend  to 
everyone  a  warm  welcome  to  worship 
with  them  on  the  occasion  and  enjoy 
a  day  of  worship  and  Christian  fel- 
lowship. 


Vanceboro  Church  to  Observe 
Homecoming  and  Revival 

The  First  Free  Will  Baptist  Church 
of  Vanceboro  will  observe  its  annual 
homecoming  on  Sunday,  October  20. 
Plans  for  the  day  will  include  Sun- 
day school  at  10  a.m.  and  morn- 
ing worship  at  eleven.  The  pastor, 
the  Rev.  Elmo  Truitt,  will  bring 
the  homecoming  message.  Lunch  will 
be  served  at  the  church  at  the  noon 
hour.  Following  lunch  the  Young 
World  Singers  will  bring  a  program 
of  singing  and  testimony.  The  pub- 
lic  is  cordially  invited  to  attend. 

On  Monday  evening,  October  21, 
revival  services  will  begin  at  the 
Vanceboro  church  with  the  Rev.  Ed- 
die Edwards,  pastor  of  Juniper 
Chapel  church,  as  the  guest  speak- 
er. The  services,  beginning  each 
evening  at  7:30,  will  continue  through 
Saturday  evening,  October  26.  Mr. 
Truitt  will  be  assisting  Mr.  Ed- 
wards each  evening.  The  public 
is  invited  to  attend  all  these  ser- 
vices you  possibly  can. 


Casey's  Chapel  to  Observe 
Homecoming  and  Revival 

The  Casey's  Chapel  Free  Will 
Baptist  Church  near  Goldsboro,  has 
been  celebrating  its  centennial 
throughout  the  year,  1974.  The 
church  was  established  in  1874 
through  the  efforts  of  Mr.  Alex 
Casey  and  the  Rev.  J.  F.  Hill.  A 
history  of  the  church  has  been  written 


and  published  by  the  church's  h 
torian,  Mrs.  Peggy  Casey. 

During  the  current  year  the  entin 
chapel  has  been  completely  ren 
ovated,  including  new  pews,  altai 
furniture,  carpet,  and  lighting.  Thii 
was  dedicated  on  Sunday,  August  181 
with  the  Rev.  L.  R.  Ennis,  pastoj 
of  St.  John's  Free  Will  Baptis  I 
Church,  as  guest  speaker. 

The  church  membership  is  antici  ; 
pating  the  greatest  homecoming  th«r 
church  has  ever  had  on  Sunday,  Octo  - 
ber 20.  The  guest  speaker  for  the 
homecoming  service  will  be  Dr.  W,J 
Burkette  Raper,  president  of  Moun 
Olive  College.  A  picnic  lunch  wil 
be  served  by  the  church  following 
the  morning  worship  service.  The 
public  is  cordially  invited  to  attend  ! 


The  week  following  homecominf 
revival  services  will  be  held  ai 
Casey's  Chapel  with  the  Rev.  Harolc! 
"Mac"  Wallace,  pastor  of  Sherroi 
Acres  church  in  Durham  astheguesl 
speaker.  All  the  friends  of  the 
church  are  invited  to  come  and  wor- 
ship with  the  congregation,  especially 
while  the  church  is  celebrating  such 
a  historical  occasion. 


Shady  Grove  Church 

To  Observe  Homecoming 

The  Shady  Grove  Free  Will  Bap- 
tist Church,  Route  5,  Dunn,  will  ob- 
serve its  annual  homecoming  oi 
Sunday,  October  20,  beginning  witJ 
Sunday  school  at  10  a.m.  The  morn- 
ing message  will  be  brought  by  tht 
pastor,  the  Rev.  Cedric  D.  Pierce 
Jr.  During  this  service  specia 
tribute  will  be  paid  to  the  senioi 
members  over  65  years  of  age 
A  "basket"  lunch  will  be  served  oi 
the  church  grounds  at  the  noon  hour 
The  afternoon  service  will  include 
a  singspiration  and  a  memorial  ser- 
vice. 

The  pastor  and  the  church  mem- 
bership  invite   you   to   come  joiij 
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tllrni  in  a  day  of  warm  fellow  - 
slip  and  renewing  of  old  ac- 
ciintances. 


I  ng  Ridge  Church  Announces 
Ijvival  and  Homecoming 

jrhe  Long  Ridge  Free  Will  Bap- 
tlf.  Church  located  11  miles  each  of 
Jbunt  Olive,  announces  its  fall  re- 
\jral  for  the  week  of  October  21- 
I,  beginning  each  evening  at  7:30. 
Ee  Rev.  Kemery  Ard  of  Smithfield 
v!ll  be  the  visiting  evangelist,  as- 

sted  by  the  pastor,  the  Rev.  N. 
Wiggs.    The  public  is  cordially 

/ited  to  attend. 

On  Sunday,  October  27,  the  Long 
Hdge  church  will  observe  its  an- 
rjal  homecoming.  Services  will  be- 
ll with  Sunday  school  at  10  a.m., 
wship  services  at  eleven,  with 
Inch  at  the  noon  hour.  The  after - 
ijon  will  be  spent  with  singing  by 
lib  local  church  and  visiting  sing- 
Is  and  choirs.  The  pastor  and  the 
lurch  membership  extend  a  warm 
ivitation  to  all  former  pastors, 
Inner  members,  and  friends  to  at- 
tjid  and  enjoy  a  day  filled  with  wor- 
;  ip  and  Christian  fellowship. 


Ir.  Jordan  to  Conduct 
fee  Union  Revival 
The  Rev.  Billy  Ray  Jordan  will 
(induct   revival   services  at  Free 
lion  Free  Will  Baptist  Church  near 
alstonburg,  October  20-25,  begin- 
ng  at  7:30  each  evening.  In  addi- 
)n  to  the  gospel  message  there  will 
:  a  program  of  special  music  each 
pening.   The  pastor,  the  Rev.  C.  L. 
atrick,  will  assist  Mr.  Jordan  in 
jese  services. 

I A  very  cordial  invitation  is  ex- 
inded  to  the  public  to  attend. 


um  Swamp  Fall  Revival 
ictober  21-26 


Fall  revival  services  are 
scheduled  for  Gum  Swamp  Free  Will 
Baptist  Church  near  Greenville  for 
the  week  of  October  21 -26,  beginning 
each  evening  at  7:45.  The  visiting 
evangelist  will  be  the  Rev.  Rudy 
Shepard,  assisted  by  the  pastor,  the 
Rev.  J.  Stewart  Humphrey.  The 
congregation  invites  everyone  to  at- 
tend all  these  services  you  possibly 
can. 


Revival  and  Homecoming 
At  Cabin  Church 

Revival  services  are  scheduled  for 
Cabin  Free  Will  Baptist  Church  near 
Beulaville,  beginning  Monday  eve- 
ning, October  21,  and  continuing 
through  Friday  evening,  October  25. 
The  services  will  begin  each  eve- 
ning at  7:30  with  the  Rev.  Jack  Mayo 
of  Winterville  as  the  guest  speak- 
er. The  pastor,  the  Rev.  Jimmy 
Webster,  who  will  assist  in  the  ser- 
vices, and  the  church  members  invite 
everyone  to  attend  and  to  be  much  in 
prayer  that  souls  may  be  saved  and 
Christians   drawn  closer   to  God. 

On  Sunday,  October  27,  the  Cabin 
church  will  observe  its  annual  home- 
coming. The  day's  activities  will 
begin  with  Sunday  school  at  9:45 
a.m.,  followed  with  the  pastor  bring- 
ing the  homecoming  message  at  the 
worship  hour.  A  picnic  dinner  will 
be  served  on  the  church  grounds 
at  the  noon  hour.  A  program  of 
gospel  singing  has  been  planned  for 
the  afternoon.  All  former  pastors, 
former  members,  and  friends  are 
invited  to  share  the  day's  activities 
of  worship  and  Christian  fellowship. 


Oriental  Church  to  Host 
Eastern  Conference 

The  Eastern  Conference  of  Orig- 
inal Free  Will  Baptists  of  North 
Carolina  will  convene  in  its  seventy - 
ninth  annual  session  Wednesday  and 
Thursday,  October  23,  24,  at  the 
Oriental  church.  The  moderator,  the 
Rev.  Elbert  E.  Edwards,  will  pre- 
side. The  Rev.  J.  B.  Starnes  will 
serve  as  director  of  music.  The 
scheduled  program  is  as  follows: 

Wednesday  Morning  Session 
9:00- -Registration    of  Ministers, 

Delegates,  and  Visitors 
10:00- -Devotions,     the  Rev.  Billy 

Twiddy 

10: 10- -Session  Called  to  Order,  the 
Rev.  Carol  B.  Hansley,  Con- 
ference Clerk 
--Welcome,  the  Rev.  Alton  Ma- 
son, Host  Pastor 
--Response,  the  Rev.  A.  Gra- 
ham Lane 
10: 15- -Moderator's  Message 
10:25- -Roll  Call  of  Ministers,  Re- 
ceiving Church  Letters,  and 


Recognition  and  Welcome  to 
Visitors 

10:45- -Report  of  the  Eastern  Wom- 
an's Auxiliary 

10:55- -Report  of  the  Children's 
Home 

11:05- -Appointment  of  Committees 
Praises  in  Song 
Conference  Offering 
Introductory     Sermon,  the 
Rev.  Carol  B.  Hansley 

11:20- -Worship  Service: 

12:00- -Lunch 

Wednesday  Afternoon  Session 

1: 15- -Devotions,  the  Rev.  Delmas 
Brown 

1:25- -Partial  Report  of  the  Creden- 
tials Committee 
-  -  Seating  of  Delegates 

1:30- -Report  of  the  Executive  Com- 
mittee 

--Report    of    the  Examining 
Board 

2:00- -Report  of  the  North  Carolina 
Board  of  Superannuation 

2: 10- -Report  of  the  General  Con- 
ference 

2: 15- -Report  of  the  North  Caro- 
lina State  Convention 

2:20- -Report  of  the  North  Caro- 
lina Ministerial  Association 

2:25- -Report  of  the  Free  Will  Bap- 
tist Press  Foundation 

2:30- -Report  of  Camp  Vandemere 
--Offering  for  Camp  Vande- 
mere 

2:45- -Report  of  the  Church  Finance 

Association 
2:50- -Miscellaneous  Business 
3:15- -Closing    Hymn    and  Bene- 
diction 
--Recess  for  the  Day 
Thursday  Morning  Session 
9:30-  -  Registration 
10:00- -Devotions,   the   Rev.  O.  B. 
Taylor 

10: 10- -Reading  and  Approval  of  Min- 
utes of  Previous  Day 
--Roll  Call  of  Ministers  Ab- 
sent Wednesday 
--Call  for  Church  Letters  Not 
Turned  In 
10:30- -Report  of  Cragmont  Assem- 
bly 

1 0 : 40  -  -  Report  of  Eastern  Conference 

Missions  Board 
10:50- -Report    of    North  Carolina 

State  Missions  Board 
11:00- -Report    of    North  Carolina 

State  Church  Extension  Board 
11:10  -  -  Report  of  Mount  Olive  College 
11:20- -Worship  Service: 

Praises  in  Song 

Conference  Offering 

Conference  Sermon,  the  Rev. 

W.  H.  Willis 
12:00- -Lunch 

Thursday  Afternoon  Session 
1:15--  Report  of  the  Memorial  Com  - 
mittee 
--Memorial  Service 
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1:30- -Final  Report  of  the  Creden- 
tials Committee 
--Final  Report  of  the  Examin- 
ing Board 

2:00- -Committees'  Reports: 
Leagues 
Sunday  Schools 
Temperance 
Resolutions 
Digest 

Treasurer  and  Finance 
Nominations 
Election  of  Nominees 
3:00- -Miscellaneous  Business 

--Reading  and  Approval  of  Min- 
utes 

3: 15- -Closing  Hymn,  Benediction, 
and  Adjournment 


Deep  Run  Revival  in  Progress 
Followed  by  Homecoming 

Revival  services  are  in  progress 
this  week  at  the  Deep  Run  Free  Will 
Baptist  Church,  beginning  each  eve- 
ning at  7:30.  The  guest  speaker  is 
the  Rev.  Bill  Futch  of  Kinston.  The 
pastor,  the  Rev.  Melvin  K.  Evering- 
ton,  is  assisting  in  the  services  which 
are  featuring  special  music  each 
evening.  You  are  cordially  invited 
to  attend  the  remainder  of  the  ser- 
vices. 

On  Sunday,  October  20,  the  Deep 
Run  church  will  observe  homecoming 
and  loyalty  Sunday  with  the  pastor 
bringing  the  homecoming  message. 
Following  lunch  served  on  the  church 
grounds,  an  afternoon  program  of 
singing  has  been  planned.  The  church 
family  invites  all  former  pastors 
and  friends  of  the  church  to  attend 
these  services. 


Homecoming  at 
Pleasant  Hill  Church 

Sunday,  October  20,  the  Pleasant 
Hill  Free  Will  Baptist  Church,  Route 
2,  Pikeville,  will  observe  its  annual 
homecoming.  The  services  will  be- 
gin with  Sunday  school  at  10  a.m., 
followed  with  the  morning  worship 
service  at  eleven  o'clock.  The  Rev. 
Jack  Mayo,  a  former  pastor,  will 
bring  the  homecoming  message.  At 
noon  a  picnic  lunch  will  be  served 
in  the  fellowship  hall  of  the  church. 

The  afternoon  service  will  begin 
at  1:30  p.m.  with  Edward  Wells  serv- 
ing as  master  of  ceremonies.  A 
memorial  service  will  be  held, 
followed  with  singing.  The  pastor, 
the  Rev.  Dwight  Hawley,  and  the 
church  membership  extend  to  all 
former  pastors  and  friends  a  special 
invitation  to  all  these  services. 


Homecoming  and  Revival 
At  Shiloh  Church 

The  Shiloh  Free  Will  Baptist 
Church   of   Pinetown  will  observe 


its  annual  homecoming  on  Sunday, 
October  20.  Plans  for  the  day  in- 
clude Sunday  school  at  10  a.m.; 
morning  worship  at  eleven  with  the 
pastor,  the  Rev.  Marvin  R.  Waters, 
bringing  the  homecoming  message 
at  11  a.m.;  and  lunch  served  at  the 
noon  hour.  All  former  pastors, 
former  members,  and  friends  are 
issued  a  warm  invitation  to  celebrate 
with  the  church  and  the  pastor  on  this 
annual  occasion. 


On  Monday  evening,  October  21,  at 
7:30,  revival  services  will  begin  at 
Shiloh  church.  The  visiting  evange- 
list will  be  the  Rev.  C.  F.  Bowen 
of  Wilson.  Services  will  continue 
through  Saturday  evening,  October 
26.    The  public  is  invited  to  attend. 


Stoney  Creek  Church  to 
Observe  Homecoming 

Stoney  Creek  Free  Will  Baptist 
Church,  Patetown  Road,  Goldsboro, 
will  hold  its  annual  homecoming  on 
Sunday,  October  20,  with  the  Rev. 
DeWayne  Eakes,  a  former  member, 
bringing  the  message.  Mr.  Eakes 
is  pastor  at  Little  Rock  Free  Will 
Baptist  Church  at  Lucama.  Follow- 
ing the  worship  service,  a  picnic 
lunch  will  be  served.  During  the 
afternoon  there  will  be  a  singspira- 
tion  and  memorial  service  for  five 
deceased  members. 

The  pastor,  the  Rev.  Fred  A. 
Rivenbark,  and  the  church  member- 
ship extend  a  warm  welcome  to  all 
former  pastors,  members,  and 
friends  to  attend  these  services.  Past 
records  show  the  church  is  over  100 
years  old. 


Bethany  Church  Announces 
Homecoming  and  Revival 

Bethany  Free  Will  Baptist  Church 
near    Winterville  will  observe  its 
annual  homecoming  on  Sunday,  Octo- 
ber 20.    The  program  for  the  day's 
service  is  as  follows:  Sunday  school , 


9:45  a.m.;  the  Rev.  A.  B.  Chandl 
bringing  the  message,  11  a.m.;  p 
nic  lunch  served  on  the  chui! 
grounds  during  the  noon  hour;  J 
an  afternoon  song  service  by  I 
local  church  and  visiting  singj] 
groups,  starting  at  1:30  p.m. 
former  pastors,  former  membe 
and  friends  of  the  church  are  cord 
ly  invited  to  attend  this  servii 
Revival  services  will  be  held: 
Bethany  church  the  week  of  Oc 
ber  21-25,  with  the  Rev.  Bn| 
Barrow,  pastor  of  Marlboro  F: 
Will  Baptist  Church,  as  evangel i 
Services  will  start  nightly  at  7 
and  will  feature  sound  biblii 
preaching  and  inspiring  message^ 
song.  You  are  invited  to  share  j 
blessings  of  this  week  with  the  chu 
membership. 


Homecoming  and  Revival 
At  Edgewood  Church 

Edgewood     Free     Will  Bapi 
Church   of  Crisp  will  observe 
annual  homecoming  services  onS 
day,    October   20.     Guest  spea 
for  the  morning  service  will  be 
Rev.    Johnny  Vernelson,  a  forn 
pastor  of  the  church.  There  will 
special  singing  during  the  morn 
worship  hour  by  the  local  church, 
afternoon  musical  service  will  ft 
ture  the  Fellowship  Singers  of  Di 
ham    and    groups    from  the  lop 
church.    The  public  is  cordially  a 
vited  to  attend  these  services  . 
share  in  the  blessings  of  the  L' 
during  this  day. 

Revival  services  will  begin  atji 
church  on  Monday  night,  October  il 
with  the  Rev.  O.  B.  Jones,  pas^ 
of  the  First  Free  Will  Baptist  Chuff 
in  Tarboro,  as  the  evangelist.  Evej' 
one  is  cordially  invited  to  attend  thi 
services,  which  will  also  featf 
special  singing  during  each  servi| 
Services  will  begin  each  evening 
7:45  p.m. 


Homecoming  and  Revival 
Moseley's  Creek  Church 

Sunday,  October  20,  the  Moselc 
Creek   Free   Will   Baptist  Chu 
near  Dover  will  observe  homecon: 
Sunday.    The  guest  speaker  for 
occasion  will   be  the  Rev.  W. 
Willis.    Following  the  morning  w 
ship  a  picnic  lunch  will  be  ser 
by  the   church.      At  1:30  p.m 
singspiration  featuring  visiting 
local  singers  will  be  held.  The  p 
tor,  the  Rev.  Donald  Sader,  and 
church  membership  invite  all  forr: 
pastors,     former    members,  I 
friends  to  attend. 

On  Monday  evening,  October  I 

(Continued  on  Page  14) 
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Unwtkwted 


Scriptural  Basis:  "All  scripture 
i  given  by  inspiration  of  God,  and  is 
pafitable  for  doctrine,  for  reproof, 
f-  correction,  for  instruction  in 
r»hteousness:  That  the  man  of  God 
rly  be  perfect,  throughly  furnished 
tco  all  good  works"  (2  Timothy  3: 
I  17). 

\I«EN  WE  GLEAN  IN  GOD'S  WORD 
WE  LEARN  MORE  ABOUT 
STEWARDSHIP 

:|A  steward  is  a  person  entrusted 
Vth  the  things  and  affairs  of  an- 
(her  person.  Good  stewards  will 
five  their  lives,  if  necessary,  to 
jotect  and  defend  the  things  and  af- 
ifrs  belonging  to  their  Master.  A 
§od  master  in  turn  will  give  all  he 
|s,  even  life  itself,  to  protect  and 
!  ve  his  stewards. 

The  most  important  qualification  of 
i'steward  is  that  he  be  found  faith- 
ijl:  "Let  a  man  so  account  of  us,  as 
(I  the  ministers  of  Christ,  and 
Rewards  of  the  mysteries  of  God. 
foreover  it  is  required  in  stewards, 
rat  a  man  be  found  faithful "  ( 1  Cor  in - 
lians  4:1,  2).  A  faithful  steward 
Hen  is  one  who  always  honors  his 
fcrd!  Dishonor  the  Lord?  Perish 
!e  thought!  And  yet  we  see  pro- 
issing  Christians  going  about  in 
'eryday  acts  of  dishonoring  the 
3rd.  You  may  ask,  "What  in  the 
brld  do  you  mean?"  Fasten  your 
'sat  belts,  this  may  shock  you  out 
your  complacency.  Christians 
shonor  God  when  they  use  ex- 
cises for  not  being  about  the  Mas- 
W's  business. 

Jesus  Christ  knows  that  we  must 
'kve  certain  responsibilities  to 
jarthly  associates  and  earthly  things, 
lit  when  we  use  these  as  an  excuse 
")r  not  attending  prayer  meetings, 
lorship  services,  or  training  ser- 
vices, we  dishonor  God.  We  are 
Pt  faithful  to  our  Lord  if  we  do 
inything  that  brings  a  reproach  upon 


OCCUPATIONS  NOT  NEEDED 

IN  HEAVEN 

By  Mrs.  Royce  Matthews 

MAIDNAMECILOPIW 


EOREDN  ET  R  A  B  H  O  E  A 
CDROTI  NAJGYOLTB 
HEOT     PR    E     P     ASAF     I  RC 


ATEA      IPLA  ICAETFO 


NEOYR     CYC     LR     QUI     A  F 


I      CNENDII       EF  IGCOF 


CTANA  AWARA  YI  AWI 
O  IMRN  IGRNL  LCN  OC 
MVSOEE     AOGA  JUDGE 


D    T    N  N 


O  R 


VONTUEFI  R 


U     U    O    A     R  N 


D  T 


C     E     I  R 


M    A    N    Y  O 


I      T    N     E  D 


OMBYSD     RUGG     I     ST  SE 


CASKETMAKERL 


ABC  Officer 

Attorney 

Auditor 

Bartender 

Bondsman 

Casket  Maker 

Detective 


Dentist 

Druggist 

Fireman 

Jailer 

Janitor 

Judge 

Maid 


'     T  H 

Mechanic 

Mortician 

Nurse 

Physician 

Policeman 

Politician 

Welfare  Agent 


His  precious  name.  I  must  name 
a  few  of  these:  smoking,  cursing, 
taking  the  Lord's  name  in  vain,  lust- 
ing after  material  things,  satisfying 
one's  fleshly  desires  in  spite  of  the 
spiritual  claims  upon  his  life,  etc. 
Also  any  recreation  or  gainful  em- 
ployment which  causes  one  to  deny 
his  Lord;  any  commitment  to  loved 
ones,  property,  or  involvements  with 
wordly  things  that  require  one's 
time,  energy,  means,  or  support  in 
any  way  contrary  to  the  will  of 
Christ,  is  a  sin. 

A  faithful  steward  will  be  watch- 
ful in  all  things;  that  is,  he  will  watch 
all  his  personal  responsibilities  to 


make  them  comply  with  the  wishes  of 
his  Lord.  He  will  watch  for  the 
time  and  the  opportunity  to  serve  his 
Master .  A  good  steward  of  the  Master 
is  aware  everyday  that  he  may  be 
called  upon  to  lay  his  life  upon  the 
line  for  Christ.  This  is  a  fact  that 
in  the  present  times  and  more  def- 
initely in  the  near  future,  Christians 
will  be  required  to  sacrifice  more 
blood,  sweat,  and  tears. 

A  faithful  steward  occupies  for 
Christ:  ".  .  .  he  called  his  ten 
servants,  and  delivered  them  ten 
pounds,  and  said  unto  them,  Oc- 
cupy till  I  come"  (Luke  19:13). 
(Continued  on  Page  14) 
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ST.  CLAIRE  BIBLE  CLASS') 
THE  SUNDAY 
SCHOOL  LESSO^^T 


FOR  OCTOBER  27 


WHEN  INJUSTICE 
RAVAGES 

Lesson  Text:    Amos  5:10-15;  8:4-6 
Memory  Verse:  Amos  5:24 
I.  INTRODUCTION 

Amos  was  born  in  Judah,  the 
Southern  Kingdom,  but  prophesied  in 
Israel,  the  Northern  Kingdom.  The 
dates  given  for  his  work  are  776- 
763  B.  C,  or  for  about  thirteen 
years  .  In  our  Old  Testament  ser- 
vey  this  date  would  put  us  about  225 
years  after  the  events  in  last  Sun- 
day's lesson.  After  Solomon's  death 
the  so-called  United  Kingdom  was 
divided  into  Judah  and  Israel.  The 
king  of  Israel  in  Amos'  time  was 
Jeroboam  II,  named  for  the  first 
king  of  the  Northern  Kingdom  of 
Israel  after  the  division. 

During  Amos'  ministry  the  king- 
dom of  Israel  had  fallen  upon  evil 
days.  Jeroboam  II  was  a  progres- 
sive king  but  allowed  his  people  to 
lapse  into  serious  idolatry.  Added  to 
the  miseries  of  the  people  were  cor- 
rupt local  officials,  bribery  in  high 
places,  misrule,  and  exploitation  of 
the  poor.  Rampant  among  the  rich 
were  overindulgence,  gluttony, 
waste,  and  a  complete  lack  of  concern 
for  the  underprivileged.  God  needed 
a  man  of  the  hour  who  would  warn 
the  people  against  such  injustices. 
Amos  was  that  man. 

Because  of  the  prosperity  which 
characterized  Jeroboam's  reign, 
there  was  little  probability  that 
Amos'  warnings  would  ever  be  heard. 
Worse  than  that,  it  seemed  ridiculous 
that  his  prophetic  warnings  would 
ever  be  fulfilled;  yet  within  a  brief 
fifty  years  they  were  fulfilled  and  the 
Kingdom  of  Israel  was  taken  into  cap- 
tivity by  Assyria,  never  to  be  heard 
of  again,  leaving  Judah  to  remain 
another  135  years. --The  Advanced 
Quarterly  (F.  W.  B.). 
n.    HINTS  THAT  HELP 

A.  Amos  was  from  the  country 
of  Judah,  but  was  called  to  prophesy 
to  Israel.  He  had,  because  of  the 
location  of  his  home  and  his  occupa- 
tion, come  to  know  much  about  the 
condition  and  sins  of  Israel.  Then, 
of  course,  he  spoke  under  the  inspira- 


tion of  the  Holy  Spirit.  No  nation 
ever  comes  to  its  downfall  without 
warnings.  Amos  was  God's  warning 
to  Israel.  Has  our  country  received 
warnings  about  wickedness  in  high 
places?  Have  we  had  warnings  that 
could  be  regarded  as  predicting  the 
downfall  of  the  nation? 

B.  Amos  was  from  a  poor  back- 
ground. Other  prophets  like  Isaiah 
and  Jeremiah  were  from  a  more  aris- 
tocratic background.  Do  you  feel  that 
Amos'  message  might  have  been 
more  effective  to  the  wealthy  and 
those  in  power  if  he  had  been  from 
an  aristocratic  family?  We  must 
point  out  that  one  does  not  have  to  be 
aristocratic  to  have  a  call  from  God 
and  to  speak  God's  message. 

C.  The  people  of  Israel  still  had 
religion.  They  kept  the  ritual  of  the 
law,  but  this  ritual  did  not  mean  much 
to  them.  They  had  come  to  rely 
upon  ritual  rather  than  upon  heart 
experience  with  God.  God  does  not 
condemn  ritual  if  there  is  a  heart 
experience  to  go  along  with  it.  But 
there  is  a  big  danger  in  ritualism. 
People  are  prone  to  come  to  the  place 
where  they  trust  the  ritual  rather  than 
the  heart  experience  with  God  and  the 
daily  walk  in  accordance  to  His  will. 

D.  The  Free  Will  Baptist 
churches  are  not  ritualistic 
churches.  There  is  no  set 
ritual  that  we  follow  in  all  of 
our  services.  One  church  may  have 
one  practice  and  another  have  quite 
a  different  practice.  Does  this 
mean  that  a  church  should  not  have 
a  planned  worship  service?  We  think 
not.  There  is  a  difference  in  ritual- 
ism and  having  an  orderly  planned 
service. 

E.  Someone  has  said  that  the 
nations  of  the  world  have  seemed  to 
follow  a  pattern  that  goes  something 
like  this:  fetters,  faith,  freedom, 
folly,  and  then  back  in  fetters.  This 
means  that  most  of  the  nations  have 
begun  in  fetters.  Then  the  people 
had  faith  in  God  and  cried  out  to 
Him.  God  heard  the  cry  and  gave 
them  freedom.  Then  after  a  period 
of  time,  they  became  foolish  in  the  use 
and  protection  of  that  freedom  and  as 
a  result  go  back  into  fetters.  Could 
the  United  States  be  fitted  into  this 
pattern  that  has  been  followed  by 
other  nations?    If  so,  just  where  in 


the  process  are  we  now? 

--The  Bible  Teacher  (F.  W.  B 
IH.    ADDITIONAL  TRUTHS 

A.  How  long  can  a  nation  last 
injustice  is  allowed  to  go  uncheckei 
This  is  very  hard  to  answer- -pe 
haps  impossible.    God  is  mercih 
"not  willing  that  any  should  peris 
but   that   all   should   come  to  rl 
pentance"  (2  Peter  3:9).  Even  whjj 
He  announces  destruction,  He  seldo' 
announces   the   time.     At  NinevJ 
He  did:    "Yet  forty  days,  and  Nim 
veh  shall  be  overthrown"  (Jonah 
4).  That  announcement  was  effecthl 
Nineveh  repented  and  was  not  oven 
thrown  till  much  later.  Would  Isra 
have  repented  if  Amos  had  announcf 
the  time  of  destruction?  Probab 
not.     Israel  rejected  his  messaj. 
entirely.    They  did  not  believe  dii 
aster  would  come  at  all,  but  it  can- 
in  less  than  forty  years. 

In  our  own  time  we  have  heai 
some  announce  that  disaster  to  oi 
country  is  coming  this  year  or  nesj.ii 
If  this  year  and  next  pass  witho' 
disaster,  let  us  not  be  lulled  intc 
false  sense  of  security.  Disastc 
can  come  to  us;  and  if  our  sin  W 
comes  intolerable  in  the  sight  | 
God,  it  will  come.  The  questic 
is  not  how  long  we  can  live  wii 
wrong;  it  is  how  to  get  rid  of  wronj 

How  much  injustice  is  there  in  oil 
country  now?  We  can't  answer  thif 
of  course,  because  everybody  has 
different  idea  about  what  justice  i: 
But  a  few  thoughts  seem  to  be  ev: 
dent. 

There  is  not  so  much  injustice  | 
some  people  say  there  is.  Thepre^ 
ent  wrongs  are  wildly  exaggerated  tl 
minority  groups  demanding  morefc 
themselves,  by  pressure  groups  wii 
projects  worthy  and  unworthy,  t 
lobbyists  seeking  laws  favorable  j 
their  employers,  by  legislators  angij 
with  the  administration  andadmini£|: 
trators  angry  with  the  legislature,  tj 
out-of-office  politicians  seekirj 
election,  and  by  natural  born  pes 
si  mists --not  to  speak  of  Sunday 
school  teachers  who  want  to  saj 
something  startling  enough  to  wall 
up  dozing  classes.  But  let's  not  be 
come  complacent  because  wrongs  ai 
not  as  great  as  some  people  sa 
they  are.  Any  injustice  is  too  mucl 
--Standard  Lesson  Commentary. 

B.  Political  scandal  is  not  the  es 
elusive  property  of  the  United  State; 
Its  corrupting  influence  seeps  into  a 
societies.  In  fact,  power  has  bee 
misused  since  ancient  times.  If  w 
know  our  period  in  history,  we  will  b 
aware  that  some  of  the  sinsinAmo: 
day  are  with  us  in  the  1970s. 

Anthony  Lewis,  a  columnist,  re 
marked  sadly  about  political  leaders 

(Continued  on  Page  14) 
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j  STORIES 

for  our  youth 


THE 

^TAY-IN-BED 


by  Nellie  Mills 


1  O  be  nine  years  old  was  to 
p  have  been  such  fun  for  little 
jerry  Graham.  In  fact,  he  had 
poked   forward   to   this   day  ever 

nee  his  last  birthday- -yes,  even 

nger;  for  Mother  had  always  said, 
[Terry ,  on  your  ninth  birthday  you 
jiall  have  a  party. ' ' 
j  But  now  it  was  all  spoiled.  What 
puld  a  boy  do  even  on  his  birth - 
ay  when  just  one  day  before  he  had 
illen  down  a  whole  flight  of  cellar 

eps  and  had  broken  his  leg? 
i  Yes,  there  were  gifts,  and  nice 
aes,  too.  "But,"  sighed  Terry, 
jwhat  good  is  a  fine  football  to  me? 

nd  it's  going  to  be  weeks  before 
j  can  use  the  roller  skates  that 
jncle  Frank  sent."  He  examined 
|e  skates  again.  They  were  beau- 
|es,  just  the  kind  he  had  dreamed 
t  having. 

It  was  Mother  who  came  in  then 
I  see  if  her  son  needed  anything. 
I  was  just  over  at  Mrs.  Baldwin's 
nd  Ned  is  in  bed,  too.  The  poor 
jttle  fellow  is  crying  with  the  ear- 
phe." 

i  "Is  he,  Mother?  Perhaps  he 
iould  like  one  of  my  picture  puz- 
les  that  I  got  for  my  birthday." 
j  "I'll  take  it  right  over,"  vol  un- 
bred Mother. 

"This  is  a  good  idea.  I  am  going 
)  lend  all  my  birthday  toys.  I  can't 
se  them  now,  and  it  will  be  fun 
f  make  someone  else  happy,"  he 
jaid  to  himself.  "Keith  is  at  school 
pw,  but  he  will  soon  be  home.  He 
anted  skates  for  his  birthday,  but 
is  daddy  could  not  get  him  any." 

Just  then  Mother  came  back,  and 
eith  was  with  her. 

"Hello,  Keith,"  said  Terry.  "You 
|re  just  the  one  I  wanted  to  see. 
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Please  hand  me  my  skates,  Mother." 

And  patting  the  shiny  steel  rol- 
lers lovingly,  he  said,  "Keith,  you 
may  take  my  new  skates,  and  use 
them  for  awhile.  They  aren't  any 
good  to  me  right  now." 

A  look  of  pleasure  spread  over 
Keith's  face. 

"Thank  you,  Terry.  It  will  be 
such  fun!  I  have  wanted  some  for 
a  long  time.  I'll  take  good  care  of 
them,"  he  said  as  he  hurried  off 
to  try  them. 

The  telephone  was  within  reach 
of  Terry's  bed.  "There's  my  new 
football,  Mother.  May  I  call  Louie 
and  tell  him  the  boys  may  use  it 
for  a  game  tonight?" 

Terry  had  been  especially  pleased 
with  the  ball.  Mother  was  proud 
of  a  boy  who  would  be  so  generous 
with  the  things  he  prized  so  dearly. 

Out  of  all  the  gifts  there  was  a 
lovely  book  left.  When  the  pain 
from  the  knitting  leg  was  not  too 
great,  Terry  busied  himself  with 
this  and  with  his  Bible. 

As  Terry  read  Luke  3,  the  elev- 
enth verse  stood  out  like  letters 
of  gold:  "He  answereth  and  saith 
unto  them,  He  that  hath  two  coats, 
let  him  impart  to  him  that  hath 
none;  and  he  that  hath  meat,  let  him 
do  likewise." 

Terry  thought,  "That's  almost  as  I 
have  been  doing.  I  didn't  have  two 
footballs  or  two  pairs  of  skates,  but 
it's  as  if  I  had.  I  couldn't  use  the 
ones  I  have,  so  I  let  others  enjoy 
their  use.  "  It  made  Terry  feel  all 
warm  and  happy  inside. 

That  evening,  from  the  open 
window,  Terry  could  hear  the  excited 
voices  of  those  who  played  ball.  Keith 
skated  up  and  down  the  street,  whis- 
tling a  merry  tune  as  he  went.  Terry 
was  happy  as  he  thought  of  his  play- 
mates. When  Mother  came  up,  Terry 
whispered,  "Today  has  been  the 
nicest  birthday  I  ever  had.  Why, 
Mother,  sharing  my  gifts  is  as  much 
fun  as  having  a  party! "- -Herald  of 
Holiness. 


BOYS 

I  I  OME  boys  show  their  ugly  na- 
il tures  everyday.  They  pick 
quarrels  with  their  schoolmates;  they 
are  rude,  overbearing,  and  unfair. 
They  like  to  be  hateful  to  unoffend- 
ing, good-natured  boys  and  often  try 
to  frighten  and  annoy  them  by  threat- 
ening to  strike  them,  stepping  on  their 
toes,  and  doing  other  hateful  things- - 
especially  to  those  they  feel  sure 
will  not  strike  back. 

Such  boys  grow  up  to  be  wicked 
men. 

Of  course  you  do  not  want  to 
be  that  kind  of  boy  or  man,  do 
you?  If  not,  here  are  a  few  good 
"Hold  on"  rules  to  remember  and 
observe  everyday: 

Hold  on  to  your  tongue  when  you 
are  ready  to  speak  harshly. 

Hold  on  to  your  hand  when  you  are 
about  to  punch,  scratch,  steal,  or  do 
any  evil  or  unkind  act. 

Hold  on  to  your  foot  when  you  are 
on  the  point  of  kicking,  running  off 
from  study,  or  following  the  pathway 
of  error,  shame,  or  crime. 

Hold  on  to  your  temper  when  you 
are  excited,  angry,  imposed  upon,  or 
when   others   are   angry  with  you. 

Hold  on  to  your  heart  when  evil 
associates  seek  your  company  and  in- 
vite you  to  join  in  their  foolishness, 
games,    or   unkind,    unlawful  acts. 

Hold  on  to  your  faith  in  the  Lord 
Jesus  Christ.  Ask  Him  to  guide, 
protect,  and  keep  you  every  moment. 
--Adapted  from  Sparkling  Waters. 


NOTE  OF  THANKS 

My  husband  and  I  wish  to  ex- 
press our  thanks  to  each  church, 
Sunday  school ,  auxiliary,  and  per- 
son that  have  sent  us  gifts,  cards, 
and  most  of  all,  your  prayers  dur- 
ing the  illness  of  my  husband  while 
at  home  and  in  the  hospital.  He  is 
still  not  able  to  get  out,  but  we  are 
so  thankful  that  the  Lord  is  still 
answering  prayers.  He  is  so  grate- 
ful that  he  is  able  to  tell  those  who 
come  by  to  see  him  of  the  saving 
grace  and  keeping  power  of  our  dear 
Lord. 

We  pray  that  each  of  you  will  ac- 
cept our  heartfelt  thanks  and  pray 
the  Lord's  will  be  done  in  your 
lives  and  ours.  We  welcome  any 
of  you  to  visit  us  when  you  can. 

A  brother  and  sister  in  Christ, 
The  Rev.  and  Mrs.  Wiley  Ferrell 

608  Tower  Street 
Selma,  North  Carolina  27567 
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ELEVEN  YEARS  OF  PERFECT  ATTENDANCE 


Mrs.  Hattie  Howell,  a  member  of 
Pleasant  Grove  Free  Will  Baptist 
Church  and  Woman's  Auxiliary, 
Pikeville,  is  the  kind  of  Christian 
that  was  spoken  of  in  Ecclesiastes 
12:13,  "Let  us  hear  the  conclusion 
of  the  whole  matter:  Fear  God,  and 
keep  his  commandments:  for  this 
is  the  whole  duty  of  man." 

By  faith  Mrs.  Hattie  has  walked 
with  God,  has  talked  with  God,  and 
by  her  faith  has  worked  for  God. 
Through  this  faith  the  results  have 
been  loving  obedience  to  God  and  ser- 
vice to  mankind.  Mrs.  Hattie  realized 
long  ago  that  Christ  has  no  hands 
but   ours   to   do   His   work  today. 

She  has  been  a  devoted  member  of 
the  woman's  auxiliary  and  has  not 
missed  a  meeting  in  eleven  years. 
She  gives  of  herself  diligently  to  the 
cause  of  Christ  and  is  always  there, 
ready  and  willing  to  do  more  than  her 
share.     Her  home  is  always  open 


and  we  feel  welcome  there  for  an  all - 
day  quilting,  long  or  short  meet- 
ings, or  just  a  friendly  visit.  When 
there  is  a  luncheon  or  dinner  to  be 
served  for  fund  raising,  sickness,  or 
a  death  in  a  family,  she  is  there  to 
help.  She  is  noted  for  her  "home- 
made" biscuits,  wrapped  to  keep 
warm  and  tucked  with  love,  and  she 
is  usually  asked  to  cook  these  for 
all  occasions. 

For  a  period  of  eleven  years,  which 
include  132  meetings,  she  has  not 
missed  a  meeting.  We  have  seen 
her  attend  with  a  broken  toe,  arm, 
black  eyes,  sore  feet,  and  even  sick; 
but  she  was  always  there. 

We  appreciate  the  many  things 
Mrs.  Hattie  has  done  for  her  church 
and  community.  God  has  been  good 
to  her  and  may  she  have  many  more 
good  years  to  come. 
Respectfully  submitted, 
Pleasant  Grove  Woman's  Auxiliary 


CHILDREN'S  HOME  CHAIRMEN 


Many  of 
Children's 
ever,  we 
Children's 
no  way  of 
men  are. 
Children's 
auxiliary, 


our  local  auxiliaries  have 
Home  chairmen.  How- 

at  the  Free  Will  Baptist 
Home  in  Middlesex  have 

knowing  who  these  chair - 
Therefore,  if  you  are  a 
Home  chairman  in  your 

please  send  us  your  name 


and  address  so  that  we  may  be  able 
to  correspond  with  you  concerning  the 
Home. 

Thank  you  for  your  cooperation. 

Respectfully  submitted, 
Gladys  Weeks 

State  Benovelence  Chariman 


O  COME,  LET  US  SING  UNTO  THE  LORD:  ..." 
(Continued  from  Page  3) 

Call  to  Worship  "O  for  a  Thousand  Tongues" 

(stanzas  1  and  2) 

Hymn  "Holy,  Holy,  Holy" 
Scripture  Reading  Psalm  150 
The  Gloria  Patri 

Prayer  "Dear  Lord  and  Father  of  Mankind" 

(text  read  in  unison  by  congregation; 

Announcements 
Pastoral  Prayer 
Solo  "The  Lord's  Prayer" 
Offertory  Sentence  s 

Offertory  Hymn  "All  People  That  on  Earth  Do  Dwell" 
The  Doxology 

Choir  Anthem  "With  a  Voice  of  Singing"  Martin  Shaw 
Sermon 

Closing  Hymn  "Take  My  Life  and  Let  It  Be" 

Benediction       "Spirit of  God,  Descend  upon  My  Heart" 
(text   read   in  unison  by  congregation) 
Postlude      Prelude  and  Fugue  on  "Fairest  Lord  Jesus" 

(arr.    Gordon  Young) 


Albert  Hay  Mallott 


Unmitigated  Truth 

(Continued  from  Page  11) 

We  are  to  be  occupied  with  the  duties 
and  responsibilities  of  a  Stewart 
The  Lord  may  come  at  a  time  whei 
we  do  not  expect  Him.  If  He  shouli 
come  and  we  were  busy  attending  tt 
our  own  personal  endeavors  am 
activities,  we  would  be  embarrasse* 
and  He  might  even  pass  us  by  am 
have  His  angels  throw  us  out  of  Hi: 
kingdom.  He  could  you  know. 

God  help  us  to  be  faithful  and  will 
ing  stewards  of  the  Master  and  o 
His  marvelous  grace! 


Sunday  School  Lessor 

(Continued  from  Page  12) 

"There  are  too  many  sawdust  nu' 
in  Washington  now,  men  with  nothin 
inside- -no  limits  to  what  they  wi 
do  for  political  ends.  If  it  work 
if  you  can  get  away  with  it,  do  i 
that  is  the  only  standard." 

If  Mr.  Lewis  is  correct  in  H 
analysis,  we  should  pray  that  polit1 
cal  corruption  will  not  affect  t! 
spread  of  the  gospel.  Where  is  tl 
prophet  who  will  speak  out  for  Gt 
and  say,  "I  know  your  manifo 
transgression"?- -David  McCarth 


NEWS  NOTES 

(Continued  from  Page  10) 

continuing  through  Friday  evenir, 
November  1,  revival  services  will's 
held  at  Moseley's  Creek.  The  R< 
W.  H.  Willis  of  Kinston  will  also) 
the  guest  evangelist  for  these  se 
vices.  He  will  be  assisted  by 
pastor.  The  public  is  cordiaj 
invited  to  attend. 


Union  Chapel  Announces 
Fall  Revival 

Union  Chapel  Free  Will  Bap 
Church,  Route  1,  Middlesex, 
nounces  revival  services  for  the  w 
of  October  21-27,  beginning  e 
evening  at  7:30  with  prayer  s 
vices  with  the  regular  services  J 
45.  The  visiting  evangelist  wil 
the  Rev.  Joseph  Ingram,  direct 
treasurer  of  foreign  missions 
Goldsboro.  Special  music  wil 
rendered  each  evening  and  mus 
groups  are  especially  invited  tc 
tend  and  participate  in  the  servi 
The  public  is  cordially  invite<| 
attend  and  prayer  is  requested1 
the  success  of  the  meeting. 
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THE  FREE  WILL  BAP  - 


RE  YOU  THE  LIGHT  OR 
THE  BUSHEL? 

(Continued  from  Page  7) 

testing  are  not  among  them: 
blessed  are  the  poor  in  spirit: 
fjr  theirs  is  the  kingdom  of  heaven, 
ijessed  are  they  that  mourn:  for 
ley  shall  be  comforted.  Blessed 
i\e  the  meek:  for  they  shall  in- 
ljrit  the  earth.  Blessed  are  they 
\pich  do  hunger  and  thirst  after 
jghtesouness:  for  they  shall  be 
lied.  Blessed  are  the  merciful: 
lr  they  shall  obtain  mercy.  Blessed 
;!e  the  pure  in  heart:  for  they  shall 
<je  God.  Blessed  are  the  peace - 
jfikers:  for  they  shall  be  called  the 
tiildren  of  God.  Blessed  are  they 
'iich  are  persecuted  for  righteous - 
ijss'  sake:  for  theirs  is  the  king- 
om  of  heaven.  Blessed  are  ye, 
■jien  men  shall  revile  you,  and 
Irsecute  you,  and  shall  say  all 
anner  of  evil  against  you  falsely, 
r  my  sake"  (Matthew  5:3-11). 

Many  of  us  say  that  we  believe 
i  God  and  that  Jesus  was  sent  to 
j^e  on  the  Cross  so  we  might  be 
javed  from  eternal  death  in  hell; 
jiut  still  we  don't  put  into  practice 
|ie  things  our  Lord  taught  while  here 
ijn  the  earth.  If  we  believe  in  God, 
j/e  can  also  believe  in  the  things 
le  said  concerning  our  daily  lives. 
Ve  can  say  that  we  believe  Jesus  when 
spoke  of  those  who  are  blessed; 
Jut,  can  we  know  the  blessings  for 
lurselves  unless  we  step  out  in 
aith  and  live  our  lives  according 
o  His  teachings? 

:  When  we  accept  Jesus  as  our  Sav- 
iour, we  are  supposed  to  be  trans- 
formed into  new  beings,  but  this 
transformation  will  only  take  place 
jand  be  complete  if  we  are  willing. 
This  transformation  is  not  a  physi- 
jpal  but  a  spiritual  transformation. 
When  Christ  comes  into  our  lives 
it  is  supposed  to  be  our  old  selves 
that  die  so  that  He  might  live  with- 
in. If  self  is  so  stubborn  that  it 
won't  die,  how  then  can  Christ  live 
within  us  so  that  we  can  receive  His 
blessings?  Self  doesn't  die  easily; 
it  dies  painfully  with  conviction  by 
God  and  our  brokenness  in  daily 
life.  Self  doesn't  die  all  at  one 
time,  but  it  dies  bit  by  bit --slowly. 
jThis  is  why  our  brokenness  before 
God  is  required. 

We  can  look  to  the  Bible  and  see 
that  there  truly  will  be  changes  made 

■within  us  if  we  are  to  enter  into 
the  kingdom  of  heaven.  Such  are 
the  following  statements  of  our  Lord: 

|  "Jesus  answered  and  said  unto  him, 
Verily,  verily  I  say  unto  thee,  except 

ja  man  be  born  again,  he  cannot 


see  the  kingdom  of  God"  (John  3: 
3);  ".  .  .  Verily,  I  say  unto  you, 
Except  ye  be  converted,  and  be- 
come as  little  children,  ye  shall 
not  enter  into  the  kingdom  of  heaven" 
(Matthew  18:3).  For  us  to  become 
as  little  children  we  must  truly 
die  to  self  and  permit  Christ  to  live 
within  us  in  His  fullness.  By  accept- 
ing Christ  we  are  then  born  again- - 
thus  becoming  children  of  God.  In 
John  3:5,  6  we  read,  "Jesus  an- 
swered, Verily,  verily,  I  say  unto 
thee,  Except  a  man  be  born  of  water 
and  the  Spirit,  he  cannot  enter  into  the 
kingdom  of  God.  That  which  is  born  of 
the  flesh  is  flesh;  and  that  which  is 
born  of  the  Spirit  is  spirit."  So, 
by  our  rebirth  we  are  all  brothers 
and  sisters  in  Christ  and  children  of 
God.  ".  .  .  be  not  ye  called  Rabbi: 
for  one  is  your  Master,  even  Christ; 
and  all  ye  are  brethren.  And  call  no 
man  your  father  upon  the  earth: 
for  one  is  your  Father,  which  is  in 
heaven"  (Matthew  23:8,  9). 

Now  think  for  a  moment  about 
children.  A  small  child  is  usually 
much  more  loving  and  trusting  than 
an  adult.  The  purest  in  heart,  mind, 
and  soul  are  small  children;  and  it 
is  we,  who  are  to  become  as  children. 
It  is  our  doubting,  proud,  and  un- 
trusting  selves  that  must  die  in  or- 
der to  make  this  possible. 

So  we  are  to  become  as  children, 
become  brothers  and  sisters  in  Christ 
and  be  adopted  into  the  holy  family  of 
God.  Truly  these  things  have  al- 
ready happened  if  we  have  accepted 
Jesus  as  our  Saviour.  But  for  us 
to  know  them  to  be  true,  and  to 
have  them  make  a  difference  in  our 
lives,  we  have  to  apply  them  and  the 
other  teachings  of  Jesus  to  ourselves 
and  in  our  daily  lives. 

We  can  say  that  we  believe  in  God, 
fear  God,  trust  God,  and  love  God; 
but  if  we  continue  pleasing  ourselves 
and  following  our  own  teachings  and 
not  God's,  is  it  God  we  believe 
in,  fear,  trust,  and  love?  Or  is  it 
ourselves?  If  we  do  truly  love  God, 
then  let  us  show  it.  We  glorify 
God  by  praising  His  name;  but  do  we 
not  cause  our  Lord  and  Saviour,  who 
suffered  and  died  on  the  Cross, 
even  more  suffering  and  pain  when  we 
argue  among  brethren  and  are  un- 
forgiving when  we  feel  we  have  been 
offended?  It  is  human  nature  that 
makes  us  strike  back  in  some  form 
when  we  are  wronged;  but,  it  is  hu- 
man nature  that  must  cease  to  exist 
when  we  accept  Christ  in  our  lives. 
Human  nature  is  self  and  self  is 
what  has  to  die. 

Man   is  not  perfect  and  without 


sin  even  after  he  asks  Jesus  to  come 
into  his  life.  A  man  can  make  a 
mistake  and  sin,  but  the  Bible  tells 
us  that  if  we  fall  it  isn't  fatal. 
Thanks  to  the  forgiveness  of  our 
Lord,  we  can  get  up  and  try  again. 
If  we  can  be  forgiven  our  sins  by 
God,  then  can  we  not  forgive  others 
when  they  offend  us?  God  is  will- 
ing to  forgive  us  if  we  are  willing 
to  forgive  others.  So  often  we  will 
say  that  all  is  forgiven  but  not 
forgotten.  Imagine  what  things  would 
be  like  if  God  was  like  that  ".  .  . 
forgive  us  our  debts,  as  we  forgive 
our  debtors.  ...  if  you  forgive 
men  their  trespasses,  your  heavenly 
Father  will  also  forgive  you:  but 
if  ye  forgive  not  men  their  tres- 
passes, neither  will  your  Father  for - 
give  your  trespasses"  (Matthew  6: 
12-15). 

Jesus  knew  that  we  would  be 
wronged  and  offended  by  man,  but 
still  He  says  forgive.  "Woe  unto  the 
world  because  of  offences!  for  it  must 
be  that  offences  come,  .  .  ."  (Mat- 
thew 18:7).  Here  Jesus  says  that  of- 
fenses will  continue  to  be  in  the 
world  and  they  will  cause  trouble 
in  the  world  among  men.  ".  .  . 
but  woe  to  that  man  by  whom  the 
offence  cometh!"  (Matthew  18:7). 
This  man  is  not  to  be  punished  by 
us,  nor  should  we  even  hold  a  grudge 
against  him;  it  is  for  God  to  punish, 
not  us.    All  we  are  to  do  is  forgive. 

Let's  take  our  Lord  at  His  Word 
and  try  to  live  as  His  Word  instructs. 
Christianity  is  more  than  a  religion, 
it  is  a  way  of  life.  With  God's 
help,  let  us  live  as  true  Christians. 
We  cannot  change  ourselves,  but  we 
can  ask  God  to  help  us.  After  all, 
why  should  a  brother  fight  against 
his  own  brother? 

"Ye  are  the  light  of  the  world. 
A  city  that  is  set  on  a  hill  cannot 
be  hid.  Neither  do  men  light  a 
candle  and  put  it  under  a  bushel, 
but  on  a  candlestick;  and  it  giveth 
light  unto  all  that  are  in  the  house. 
Let  your  light  so  shine  before  men, 
that  they  may  see  your  good  works, 
and  glorify  your  Father  which  is  in 
heaven"  (Matthew  5:14,  15). 


The  above  article,  along  with  others 
we  have  published  by  Phil  Foreman,  was 
submitted  by  Mrs.  Edwin  Roper.  Phil 
is  an  inmate  at  Polk  Correction  Center 
in  Raleigh.  He  is  now  a  Christian  and 
hopes  that  through  his  articles  he  might 
be  able  to  help  others  not  to  make  the 
same  mistake  he  made. 
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Mount  Olive  College  Dinners 

1974 

Below  is  the  schedule  for  the  remaining   Mount  Olive  College  Benefit 
Dinners  for  the  year,  1974.    Be  sure  to  make  plans  to  attend  the  dinner 
in  your  county  and    learn  firsthand  what  your  College  is  doing  for  our  young 
people  and  the  denomination  as  a  whole. 


Pamlico  County  --  Saturday, 
October  19,  7:30  p.m.,  Ma- 
sonic Lodge,  Bayboro,  M.  N. 
(Tom)  Caroon,  chairman. 

Wayne  County  -  -  Thursday,  Octo- 
ber 24,  7  p.m.,  Mount  Olive 
College  Auditorium  (down- 
town campus),  Ben  Rollins, 
chairman. 

Cartaret  County  --  Saturday, 
November  2,  6:30  p.m.,  East 
Carteret  High  School,  Regi- 
nald Styron,  chairman. 

Johnston  -  Wake  Counties  -  -  Mon  - 
day,  November  4,  7  p.m., 
Smithfield-Selma  High  School, 
the  Rev.  Edmundo  Gonzalez, 
chairman. 

Nash  County  --  Wednesday,  No- 
vember 6,  7  p.m.,  Middlesex, 
Elementary  School,  the  Rev. 
Lester  Duncan,  chairman. 

Jones  County  --  Thursday,  No- 
vember 7,  7:30  p.m.,  King's 
Barbecue  Restaurant,  Mrs. 
Thomas  Hood,  chairman. 

Onslow -New  Hanover  Coun- 
ties--Friday,  November  8,  7: 
15  p.m.,  Dixon  School,  Leon- 
ard Hobbs,  chairman. 


Beaufort  County  --  Saturday, 
November  9,  7  p.m.,  Choco- 
winity  High  School,  Oscar 
Webster,  chairman. 

Pitt  County  -  -  Monday,  November 
11,  7  p.m.,  D.  H.  Conley 
High  School,  the  Rev.  Bobby 
Bazen,  chairman. 

Wilson  County  -- Tuesday,  No- 
vember 12,  7  p.m.,  American 
Legion      Building,  Wilson, 
James    B.  Hunt  Sr.,  chair- 
man. 

Washington,  Tyrrell,  Martin, 
and     Pasquotank  Counties- - 

Thursday,  November  14,  7:30 
p.m.,  Plymouth  High  School 
Cafeteria,  Mr.  andMrs.  David 
Cahoon,  cochairmen. 

Sampson,  Harnett,  and  Cumber- 
land Counties  --  Thursday, 
November  14,  7  p.m.,  Mid- 
way School,  the  Rev.  C.  Fel- 
ton  Godwin,  chairman. 

Duplin  County- -Saturday,  No- 
vember 23,  6  p.m.,  East  Dup- 
lin High  School,  Davis  Evans, 
chairman. 
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My  pa's  old  mountain  is  out  there, 
rich  in  every  color  imaginable . . . 


I  Wonder  If  This 
Is  an.  Editorial  ? 

by  the  Rev.  Loy  Everette  Ballard 

Sometime  ago  I  promised  Tommy  Manning,  our  beloved  editor,  that 
I  would  be  "guest  writer"  for  an  editorial  for  The  Free  Will  Baptist. 
I  kept  finding  myself  too  busy  to  write  it  right  away;  then  it  became 
in  the  beautiful  "Land  of  the  Sky."  I  am  now  sitting  in  my  old 
attic  room  at  Mother's,  where  I  came  a  few  minutes  ago  determined 
to  write  that  editorial.  I  had  not  decided  what  to  write  about,  so 
first  of  all  I  was  faced  with  making  a  decision  about  this. 

I  think  perhaps  I  was  about  decided,  when  I  happened  to  glance  out 
the  window.  The  sight  that  met  my  eyes  was  one  of  glory!  My 
pa's  old  mountain  is  out  there  rich  in  every  color  imaginable,  for 
it  is  right  now  the  time  of  the  year  when  these  mountains  put  on 
their  robes  of  royal  magnificence,  to  declare  the  glory  of  God.  As 
I  glanced  out,  I  recalled  my  experience  a  little  earlier  this  morning 
when  I  went  out  into  the  front  yard  to  take  a  look  at  the  mountains;  and 
I'm  yielding  to  the  temptation  to  put  down  some  of  my  reflections 
before  I  get  back  to  the  task  of  trying  to  write  the  promised 
editorial. 

Out  there  in  Ma's  yard  I  looked  first  at  Vance  Knob,  named  in  honor 
of  North  Carolina's  civil  war  governor  who  once  owned  it.  I  was 
struck  with  the  awesome  beauty  of  the  high  peak.  Greens,  reds, 
yellows,  pinks,  purples- -all  were  blended  together  in  a  glorious 
tribute  to  the  great  Maker.  Then  I  looked  straight  in  front  of  me, 
and  there  was  "Courthouse  Mountain"  also  graced  in  glory!  It 
was  named  Courthouse  Mountain  before  I  was  born  because  of  a  big 
square  rock  that  stuck  out  near  the  summit  which  looked  somewhat 
like  a  house.  Years  ago  the  top  of  the  mountain  was  cleared  and 
you  could  see  the  "courthouse,"  and  it  looked  as  if  it  were  ready  to 
roll  down  into  the  valley;  but  now  it's  all  grown  up  with  trees,  and 
you  can't  see  the  rock.  But  what  beauty  you  do  see!  When  I  looked 
more  to  my  right  toward  the  foothills  of  Lane's  Pinnacle  and  Mount 
Mitchell,  however,  there  was  beauty  that  matched  it. 

As  I  looked  at  this  scene,  I  thought  of  how  many  of  our  people  of 
Eastern  North  Carolina  have  been  coming  to  Cragmont  during  October 
for  weekend  visits  to  see  the  mountains.  I  came  by  Cragmont 
yesterday,  and  Mr.  Davenport  said  that  large  groups  were  scheduled 
for  the  remaining  weekends.  This  I  was  glad  to  hear. 

I  wish  I  had  an  artist's  painting  before  me  now  of  the  scene  I 
looked  upon  earlier.  Perhaps  I  would  just  discuss  that  painting, 
offering  some  comments  about  it,  and  Tommy  would  accept  that  as 
an  editorial.  After  all,  an  editorial  usually  is  composed  of  comments 
about  something  of  interest  to  people.  But  wait!  Why  should  I  want 
the  painting  of  a  human  artist,  when  I  am  looking  right  now  out  upon 
the  wonderful  painting  which  the  greatest  of  all  artists,  the  loving 
God  himself,  reproduces  in  colors  no  human  artist  could  match,  at 
this  time  every  year.  I  have  just  been  commenting  upon  that  great 
painting,  a  portion  of  which  some  sixty  or  more  of  our  Free  Will 
Baptists  will  be  looking  at  from  the  porch  of  Cragmont  Assembly  this 
coming  weekend.  Maybe  after  all  this  is  an  editorial;  I'll  send  it  on 
in  and  let  Tommy  decide!  (One  of  the  chief  aims  of  an  editorial  is  to 
convince  the  reader  of  the  writer's  feeling  about  something;  and 
you've  convinced  me,  Mr.  Ballard.  Thanks- -T.  M.) 
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A  CaR|L|Oh  0F  BELlS  fOr 
MOUNT  OLIVE 


(Remarks   by   President   W.   Burkette   Raper   at  the 
Dedication  of  the  Seventy-Five  Bell  Carillon,  September  21,  1974) 

MOUNT  OLIVE  COLLEGE 
Gratefully  Acknowledges  the  Gift  of 
This  Carillon  of  Bells 
BY  THE  J.  C.  SILVERTHORNE  FAMILY 
In  Loving  Memory  of 
MICHAEL  WAYNE  SILVERTHORNE 
(February  17,  1950- -February  17,  1973) 


row 

verthorne. 

E  come  today  to  dedicate  one  of  the  most  unique  and 
distinctive  gifts  ever  made  to  Mount  Olive  College-  - 
ijift  that  is  destined  to  become  one  of  the  hallmarks  of 
r  College,  and  which  through  the  years  will  add  a 
|h  and  memorable  spiritual  atmosphere  to  our  campus. 
|r -These  bells  are  an  instrument  of  praise  to  God. 
Daily  they  call  us  to  worship,  not  alone  in  this 
sanctuary  but  in  our  hearts,  wherever  we  may  be. 
--Their  sound  goes  forth  to  remind  us  that  God  is  in 
i  our  midst. 

--In  the  morning  they  call  us  to  rise  and  to  prepare 
for  a  new  day  by  turning  our  thoughts  to  Him  who 
I   makes  the  outgoings  of  the  evening  and  morning 
t   to  rejoice. 

I- -In  the  midst  of  our  busy  activities  and  hectic 
j   schedules,  they  call  us  to  be  still  and  to  know  that 

God  is  the  Ruler  yet. 
^--Neither  the  rain  nor  clouds  dampen  their  clear 
j   tones   of  hope  and  faith,  and  shrouded  in  thick 
I    fog  beyond  the  vision  of  man,  they  speak  to  us 
I    as  a  voice  from  heaven. 

--And  in  the  evening  when  day  is  done  and  the  shadows 
have  fallen,  they  remind  us  of  the  eternal  care  of 
One  who  neither  slumbers  nor  sleeps. 
It  is  appropriate  that  the  gift  of  these  bells  should  be 
ade  by  a  family  that  believes  in  the  reality  and  good- 


Shown  at  the  ceremonies  are,  left  to  right:  President 
W.  Burkette  Raper;  J.  C.  Silverthorne  and  his  wife,  Jo 
Hazel;  their  children,  Judy,  Jo  Helen,  and  Rhonda.  Front 
Andy  and  Mr.  Silverthorne 's  mother,      Mrs.  W.  W.  Sil- 


ness  of  God- -the  J.  C.  Silverthorne  Family  of  Merritt, 
North  Carolina,  whose  members  are  present  with  us  to- 
day: Mr.  and  Mrs.  J.  C.  Silverthorne;  their  children, 
Judy  Kathryn,  Rhonda  Gail,  Jo  Helen  (one  of  our  students), 
and  Andy  Lee;  and  Mr.  Silverthorne 's  Mother,  Mrs.  W.  W. 
Silverthorne. 

The  gift  of  this  carillon  of  bells  derives  deep  signifi- 
cance from  their  being  a  memorial  to  a  young  man  who 
lived  his  full  life  in  only  twenty-three  years:  Michael 
Wayne  Silverthorne,  February  17,  1950- -February  17, 
1973. 

These  bells  are  programed  to  remind  us  every  hour 
of  the  passing  of  time.  Life  on  this  earth,  even  if 
we  attain  old  age,  is  still  short  and  swift,  and  the  sound 
of  this  carillon  should  keep  us  in  constant  remem- 
brance of  the  admonition  of  Paul:  "Walk in  wisdom  .  .  . 
redeeming  the  time"  (Colossians  4:5). 

But  these  bells  will  also  direct  our  thoughts  from  the 
mortality  of  this  life  to  the  beauty  and  immortality 
of  life  in  our  eternal  home.  As  an  instrument  of  praise, 
the  inspiration  of  these  bells  will  echo  the  voice  of  Him 
who  saw  beyond  the  years  of  earth  when  He  said:  "... 
I  am  the  resurrection  and  the  life:  he  that  believcth  in 

(Continued  on  Page  15) 


m  FREE  WILL  BAPTIST 


3 


SUNDAY,  OCTOBER  27 

Scripture  Reading- -Ecclesiastes 
3:11 

A  Commonplace  Life 

"A  commonplace  life,"  we  say,  and 
we  sigh; 

Yet  why  should  we  sigh  as  we  say? 
The     commonplace     sun     in  the 

commonplace  sky 
Makes  lovely  the  commonplace  day. 
The  moon  and  the  stars,  they  are 

commonplace  things, 
The  flower  that  blooms,  and  the  robin 

that  sings; 
Yet  sad  were  the  world  and  unhappy 

our  lot 

If  flowers  all  failed  and  the  sunshine 

came  not! 
And     God,     who    considers  each 

separate  soul, 
From  commonplace  lives  makes  a 

beautiful  whole. 

- -Selected. 

Prayer  Thought 

If  only  our  lives  could  be  as 
commonplace  as  God's  creations  we 
would  be  doubly  blessed. 

MONDAY,  OCTOBER  28 

Scripture  Reading- -Hebrews  10:24 
It's  Always  the  Other  Fellow 

Dr.  and  Mrs.  Paul  James  of  At- 
lanta have  a  little  lad,  Edward, 
some  five  or  six  years  of  age.  Next 
door  to  their  home  in  Atlanta  there 
lives  another  Christian  family  with  a 
boy  of  Edward's  age.  One  day  play 
developed  into  a  misunderstanding. 
The  quarrel  between  the  boys  waxed 
warm  and  long.  Suddenly  little 
Edward  drew  himself  up  and  said, 
"It's  time  one  of  us  acted  like  a 
Christian.  How  about  you?"  -  -  Select- 
ed. 

Prayer  Thought 

How  about  us?  Do  we  act  as 
Christians  should?  Even  Webster's 
Dictionary  defines  Christianity;  ig- 
norance is  no  excuse. 

TUESDAY,  OCTOBER  29 

Scripture.  Reading- -Psalm  24:7,  8 
Silence!  God  Is  Now  Speaking! 
Years  ago,  a  mighty  earthquake 
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rocked  the  city  of  Charleston,  South 
Carolina.  It  is  said  that  an  aged 
Negro  preacher  was  just  beginning 
the  delivery  of  his  sermon  when  the 
first  tremor  was  felt.  All  was  silent 
for  a  moment.  Then,  a  second  and 
a  mightier  upheaval  was  felt.  Lift- 
ing his  eyes  from  his  sermon  notes, 
the  aged  Negro  minister  exclaimed, 
"God  is  now  speaking!  It  is  time 
for  us  to  be  silent!"  In  the  midst 
of  earth's  upheavals,  blessed  indeed 
are  God's  children  who  are  suffi- 
ciently close  to  Him  to  shut  out 
earth's  confusing  and  contradictory 
voices,  hearing  only  the  soothing, 
sustaining  voice  of  God.  "Speak, 
Lord,  for  thy  servant  heareth!"-- 
W.  B.  K. 

Prayer  Thought 
A  moment  of  silent  meditation  will 
afford  us  time  with  God.  Listen 
well! 

WEDNESDAY,  OCTOBER  30 

Scripture   Reading- -1    John  3:16 
Secondhand  Clothes 

Fred  Jordan  once  wentintoOviatt's, 
one  of  Los  Angeles  exclusive  men's 
stores.  He  says,  "A  clerk  came 
up  to  me:  'Can  I  help  you?'  he 
asked.  'Yes,  if  you  sell  second- 
hand clothing,'  I  answered.  He 
looked  around  the  well-appointed 
shop  and  murmured,  'I'm  afraid  we 
don't.'  Then  he  studied  my  clothes, 
and  said,  'If  you  wear  secondhand 
clothes,  they  are  pretty  good.'  'They 
are  secondhand  all  right.'  I  glanced 
at  my  shoes.  'They  used  to  belong 
to  a  cow,  and  my  coat  once  belonged 
to  a  sheep.'  The  man  laughed,  but 
I  had  made  my  point,  and  was  able 
to  explain  that  as  an  animal  died 
that  we  might  have  clothes,  so  the 
Son  of  God  had  to  die  that  we  might 
be  clothed  in  His  righteousness." 
-  -  Selected. 

Prayer  Thought 
Even  our  time  on  earth  is  bor- 
rowed.   Take  good  care  of  it  so  that 
we  do  not  forfeit  our  down  payment. 

THURSDAY,  OCTOBER  31 

Scripture  Reading- -Proverbs  29: 

25 

When  Christ  Is  in  Control 

Martin  Luther  was  often  very 
graphic  in  his  description  of  the 
activities  of  the  devil.  Asked  one 
time  how  he  overcame  the  devil,  he 
replied,  "Well,  when  he  comes 
knocking  upon  the  door  of  my  heart, 
and  asks,  'Who  lives  here?'  the  dear 
Lord  Jesus  goes  to  the  door  and 
says,  'Martin  Luther  used  to  live 
here  but  he  has  moved  out.  Now  I 
live  here.'  The  devil,  seeing  the 
nail -prints  in  the  hands,  and  the 
pierced     side,    takes    flight  im- 


mediately." It  is  surely  good! 
every  life  and  for  every  home  ton 
Jesus  as  a  permanent  resident.  rj 
assured,  heavenly  blessings  are  sin 
to  fall  upon  such  bodies. --Sv| 
of  the  Lord. 

Prayer  Thought 
Life  is  full  of  decisions,  the  nj 
important  one  being  a  decision 
whom  we  shall  chose  to  follow  ji 
to  whom  we  shall  devote  oursel'jj 

FRIDAY,  NOVEMBER  1  | 

Scripture  Reading- -John  8:12  1 
"If  Blind  Put  Their  Hand  in  GodjS 
-  Helen  Keller 

Helen  Keller,  shortly  before  i 
sixtieth  birthday,  expressed  pity  I 
the  real  unseeing,  for  those  ji 
have  eyes  yet  do  not  see.  Her  |l 
years  of  physical  blindness  have  g:i 
her  a  spiritual  insight  which  enalj 
her  to  enjoy  life  in  all  its  fullmj 
She  says:  "If  the  blind  put  tlj 
hand  in  God's  they  find  their  j 
more  surely  than  those  who  see| 
have  not  faith  or  purpose."- -Wa 
-  ern  Recorder. 

Prayer  Thought 
Often  we  are  blind  only  to  thl 
things  we  do  not  wish  to  see;  mal 
our  own  faults. 

SATURDAY,  NOVEMBER  2  | 

Scripture  Reading- -John  14:2[! 
To  Be  Ready 

She  was  a  little  six-year  1 
golden  haired  lassie,  with  a  sim|l 
trusting  faith. 

One  morning,  while  I  was  a  giji 
in  the  home,  I  found  her  bull 
working  in  her  bedroom,  careo 
putting  things  to  rights  for  the  <3 
and  I  remarked  to  her,  "Oh.howii 
and  neat  your  room  looks ,  with  evflj 
thing  put  in  order,"  and  her  rtj 
came  sweetly  and  simply:  "Ye| 
am  putting  it  in  order,  for  Jei 
might  come  today."- -Selected.  I 

Prayer  Thought 
We  know  that  Jesus  may  ret 
at   anytime,    but   still   we  put 
preparations.    Be  prepared,  not 
spaired! 

(Devotions  used  by  permiss 
Knight's  Master  Book  of  New 
lustrations,  Eerdmans  Press.) 


CHANGE  OF  ADDRESS 

Please  note  the  change  of  addii 
for  the  Rev.  Leslie  Hawley  from  I 
Emory  Street,  Wilson,  N' 
Carolina,  to  Route  3,  Box  9 
Kenly,  North  Carolina  27542.  1 
future  correspondence  should  bll 
his  new  address. 
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BIBLE 


QUESTIONS 

aid 
ANSWERS 


Conducted  by  J.  P.  BARROW 
Route  1,  Box  475,  LaGrange,  North  Carolina  28551 


"'Question:  What  do  you  think  of 
tfe  movie  version  of  the  1925  Scopes 
;'inonkey  trial"? 


Answer:  I  have  not  seen  the 
Hbvie  nor  seen  the  TV  version  of 
I  have  heard  though,  from  good 
Mthority,  that  it  is  a  complete  mis- 
Nipresentation  of  the  trial;  that  the 
tiitovie  was  made  and  then  later 
Resented  on  TV  to  ridicule  the  Bible 
«4d  those  who  stand  by  faith  on 
Is  fundamental  teachings. 
The  satanic  forces  of  this  modern 
urld  will  never  ready  as  long  as  they 
lid  a  possible  chance  to  ridicule 
Wd  destroy  the  faith  of  those  who  have 
'imained  true  to  God  and  His  Word, 
■spite  of  all  the  effort  being  put 
:p"th  today  to  destroy  that  faith  in 
liich  our  forefathers  stood  and 
'  mored.  It  is  the  story  of  Satan 
jl  over.  When  Satan  said  to  Eve 
§  .  .  Yea,  hath  God  said,  Ye  shall 
lj»t  eat  of  every  tree  of  the  garden?" 
Jenesis  3:1);  what  a  lie!  Notice 
1  ire's  reply,  ".  .  .  the  woman  said 
'ko  the  serpent,  We  may  eat  of  the 
f  juit  of  the  trees  of  the  garden:  But 
'f  the  fruit  of  the  tree  which  is  in 
E|e  midst  of  the  garden,  God  hath 
•jiid,  Ye  shall  not  eat  of  it,  neither 
'hall  ye  touch  it,  lest  ye  die"  (Gene- 
ts 3:2,  3). 

^Then  with  this  in  mind  give  atten- 
on  to  the  serpent's  reply:  ".  .  . 
|e  shall  not  surely  die:  For  God 
)th  know  that  in  the  day  ye  eat 
nereof,  then  your  eyes  shall  be 
and  ye  shall  be  as  gods, 
good  and  evil"  (Genesis 
The  devil  misrepresent - 
in  all  he  said  to  Eve;  and, 
en  though  she  knew  it  and  told 
ie  old  serpent,  the  devil,  the  same 
i  the  beginning  of  the  encounter,  yet 
fie  kept  on  considering  him  worthy 
f  attention  and  gave  in  to  him. 
hat's  all  anyone  needs  to  do  to  meet 
ith  utter  defeat. 

*  For  other  Bible  references  we  sug- 
gest that  you  read  Colossians  2:21- 
'3;  2  John  7-11;  and  2  Thessalonians 

j:3,  4. 

The  person  who  accepts  the  theory 
If  evolution  as  fact,  and  so  teaches 
,  should  be  barred  from  the  class - 


Dened, 
lowing 

14,  5). 
facts 


room.  That  kind  of  false  teaching 
has  been  taught  fifty  years  and  it  has 
been  successful  in  turning  many  from 
the  faith  once  and  for  all  delivered 
in  Christ  to  the  saints. 

The  following,  written  by  Bolton 
Davidheiser,  appeared  on  Page  16 
of  the  November,  1973,  Christian 
Victory  Magazine: 

"The  public  is  being  subjected 
again  to  'Inherit  the  Wind'  on  tele- 
vision, the  1960  movie  version  of  the 
1925  Scopes  'monkey  trial.'  The 
names  of  the  people  are  changed, 
but  a  TV  guide  uses  the  real  names 
and  says,  'Clarence  Darrow  is  pitted 
against  William  Jennings  Bryan  in 
the  famous  Scopes  trial.' 

"Besides  presenting  fundamenta- 
lists in  a  very  bad  light,  the  film 
is  filled  with  errors,  though  the  pub- 
lic may  think  it  is  a  documentary. 
To  mention  a  few: 

"In  the  film  a  group  of  men 
march  into  the  school  and  catch 
Scopes  in  the  act  of  teaching  evolu- 
tion. The  fact  is  that  in  years 
following  the  trial,  Scopes  said  re- 
peatedly that  to  the  best  of  his 
knowledge  he  never  taught  evolution. 

"In  the  movies  the  chief  lawyer 
for  the  defense  (Darrow)  wished  a 
scientific  expert  to  define  evolution 
so  it  would  be  understood  what  the 
trial  was  about,  but  the  judge  would 
not  allow  this.  At  the  real  trial 
the  famous  biologist,  Professor  May  - 
nard  Metcalfe,  made  a  miserable 
attempt  at  defining  evolution  with  a 
hundred-  fifty  -  seven  -  word  harangue 
unworthy  of  a  freshman. 

"In  the  real  trial  there  was  no 
romance,  but  the  movie  version  has 
Scopes  engaged  to  the  daughter  of  a 
fundamentalist  preacher,  affording 
the  opportunity  to  portray  this  man 
as  a  beast  and  thereby  to  cast  asper- 
sions on  Bible-believing  ministers  in 
general. 

"The  screen  version  shows  Bryan 
as  a  man  in  his  dotage,  with  Darrow 
admiring  him  for  the  man  he  used  to 
be.  Actually,  Darrow  insulted  Bryan 
from  the  start  of  the  trial  to  its 
very  end.  Far  from  being  as  charac- 
terized in  the  film,  Bryan  conducted 
himself  well  at  the  trial.  He  success- 


fully challenged  the  defense  when  it 
tried  to  establish  that  evolution  is 
merely  observable  changes  in  living 
things.  When  the  defense  tried  to 
establish  that  there  is  no  conflict 
between  the  Bible  and  evolution, 
Bryan  showed  they  were  irrecon- 
cilable. If  evolution  is  true,  man 
is  improving  from  the  status  of  a 
beast .  Thi s  makes  the  Redeemer  un  - 
neccessary,  while  the  theme  of  the 
Bible  is  redemption  through  the 
sacrifice  of  Christ. 

"The  movie  shows  Darrow  de- 
jected when  the  jury  finds  Scopes 
guilty.  Actually  Darrow  wanted 
Scopes  to  be  found  guilty  and  he  told 
the  jury  so.  He  wanted  to  carry 
the  case  to  higher  courts  for  pub- 
licity, which  could  not  have  been 
done  if  Scopes  was  innocent.  (The 
next  court  threw  the  case  out  on  a 
technicality.) 

"Bryan  made  two  important  mis- 
takes. He  should  not  have  sub- 
mitted to  questioning  on  the  Bible 
by  Darrow.  He  was  not  a  biblical 
expert  and  Darrow  took  advantage  of 
the  situation.  But  his  biggest  mis- 
take was  to  allow  himself  to  be 
talked  into  admitting  that  creation 
could  have  taken  a  long  period  of  time. 
But  even  today  many  others  who  would 
defend  the  Bible  against  evolutionists 
make  the  same  mistake." 

One  should  only  have  known  the 
church -related  school  both  primary, 
secondary,  and  those  of  higher  educa- 
tion three -fourths  of  a  century  ago 
and  be  in  them,  see  and  hear  what 
was  taught,  and  know  the  moral 
standards  both  then  and  now  to-  fully 
comprehend  the  change.  A  s  the 
schools  go  so  go  the  homes  and  the 
churches   and   society   in  general. 

Other  suggested  Bible  references 
on  the  subject  are  as  follows:  Ephe- 
sians  6:11-18;  2  Timothy  4:1-5;  and 
1   Timothy   4:1,    2,    15,    16;  6:11. 

God  may  not  too  much  longer  toler- 
ate such  folly.  He  brought  swift 
judgment  on  such  in  Noah's  day  in  the 
form  of  a  universal  flood  and  rained 
fire  and  brimstone  upon  the  cities  of 
Sodom  and  Gomorrah.  He  also  prom- 
ises to  do  that  kind  of  thing  upon 
the  evils  of  the  church  age  when  it 
has  departed  that  far  from  the  truth. 


Sometimes  too  many  words  spoken 
at  any  given  time  can  confound  even 
the  wise  and  can  provide  as  little 
benefit  for  the  unlearned.  Silence 
is  golden,  so  it  is  said;  and  how 
true  it  is  that  silent  messages  from 
one's  eyes  of  understanding  are  the 
most  cherished  and  longest  remem- 
bered.--T.  M. 
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Free  Will  Baptist  Children's  Home 

"A  Christian  Home  for  Boys  and  Girls" 
MinOUlSKX,  NORTH  CAROLINA  27557 
MR.  SAMMY  WEEKS,  Superintendent  -  Phone  (919)235-4079 


FOOD  POUNDING  FOR 
CHILDREN'S  HOME 

If  you  want  to  help  the  Children's 
Home  ,  then  here  is  an  excellent  way 
to  do  it.  Have  a  food  pounding  in 
your  local  church,  woman's  auxiliary, 
youth  group,  or  Sunday  school  class 
and  bring  the  food  to  the  Children's 
Home   on  Saturday,  November  23. 

Our  Thanksgiving  services  will  be 
held  on  that  date  and  the  program 
will  be  as  follows: 

9:00- -Storehouse  Opened  to  Receive 
Food  Contributions 

10:30- -Thanksgiving  Worship  Ser- 
vice in  Memorial  Chapel 

12:00- -Dinner  on  the  Grounds, 
Drinks   Provided  by  the  Home 

1:30- -Dedication  Services  for  the 
State  Cottage 

2:30- -Gospel  Singing  in  Memorial 
Chapel 

Some  of  you  might  ask,  "What 
types  of  food  do  you  want?"  The 
answer  is  easy,  "Whatever  you  have 
you'd  like  to  bring;  such  as,  dried 
goods,  canned  foods,  packaged  foods, 
and  fresh  vegetables." 

Looking  forward  to  seeing  you  on 
Saturday,  November  23. 

Sam  Weeks 
Superintendent 


VISITING  WEEKENDS 

(October,  1974- -May,  1975) 

Listed  below  are  the  remaining 
visiting  weekends  for  the  Children's 
Home  for  October,  1974,  through 
May,  1975: 

October:  25-28 

November:     8-10;  27 --December  1 
December:   13-15;  Christmas  Vaca- 
tion, 20- -January  1 
January:      17-19;  31 --February  2 
February:   14- 16;  28- -March  2 
March:   14-16;  27- -April  2 
April:   11-13;  25-27 
May:  16-18;  30- -June  1 


MY  PRAYER 

by  Kay  Hill 
A  Resident  of  the  Children's  Home 

It  is  my  dearest  wish  to  be 

A  help  to  those  who  walk  with  me. 

And  yet  so  oft  I  fail  to  see 

The  task  that  God  expects  of  me. 

Yet  I  would  be  alert  and  strong 
To  help  the  weak;  to  right  the  wrong. 
Oh  God,  thou  source  of  my  supply, 
Please  let  me  wake  before  I  die. 


PIANO  NEEDED 

We  need  a  piano,  used  or  new, 
for  the  State  Cottage.  We  have 
children  living  in  this  new  cottage 
that  are  taking  piano  lessons  in 
school,  but  do  not  have  a  place  to 
practice  at  home.  Please  help  us 
by  helping  a  child  develop  his  musical 
talents. 


Coming  Events  . . . 


October  23,  24- -Eastern  Conference 
of  Original  Free  Will  Baptists, 
Oriental  Church,  Oriental,  North 
Carolina 


October  31 -November  1--Cape  Fear 
Conference  of  Original  Free  Will 
Baptists,  Bethel  Church,  Route  2, 
Four  Oaks,  North  Carolina 


November  6,  7- -Central  Conference 
of  Original  Free  Will  Baptists, 
Aspen  Grove  Church  near  Foun- 
tain, North  Carolina 

November  23- -Thanksgiving  Ser- 
vices, Memorial  Chapel,  Free  Will 
Baptist  Children's  Home,  Middle- 
sex, North  Carolina 


ISTew  Growth 

it         by  ! 

Mrs.  Royce  Matthews  q 


The  Bible  is  the  most  comple 
book  ever  assembled.  It  covei 
every  ecstasy  and  sorrow:  evei 
sin  from  a  white  lie  to  murdej 
every  type  man  from  Adam  to  Zacha' 
us,  and  every  possible  situation  y< 
could  ever  encounter.  It  tells  yc 
how  to  live,  how  not  to  live;  how  x 
die,  how  not  to  die;  what  to  ea^ 
what  to  wear;  whom  to  be  neighbor! 
toward ;  and  who  m  to  marry  -  -  the  nan' 
a  few  of  the  topics. 

But  there  are  many  things  tli 
Bible  omits. 

What  did  Jesus  look  like  whijj 
here  on  earth?  The  Bible  doesr, 
describe  His  physical  appearand 
We've  seen  the  artist's  conception 
When  we  think  of  Jesus,  automatical 
we  think  of  shoulder  length  waf 
brown  hair  and  brown  eyes  set  iij 
tanned  face;  His  build  and  heig| 
about  medium;  and,  His  weight  a littj 
on  the  slight  side. 

For  those  who  have  seen  t| 
movie,  "The  Greatest  Story  Ev| 
Told,"  He  resembles  Max  Von  Si 
dow. 

But  these  images  are  man -mad 
Wonder  what  He  was  really  likf 
He  must  have  beeen  a  physical 
strong,  muscular  Man.  He  almt*l 
had  to  be- -traveling  as  He  did  aj 
spending  time  alone  in  the  wilde 
ness.  A  scrawny  man  couldn't  sif 
vive  forty  days  of  fasting;  much  ■ 
have  strength  left  to  res 
temptation. 

I've  never  seen  in  the  Bible  whej 
He  laughed,  but  He  must  have  be, 
genuinely  warm.  He  must  have  alj 
been  infectiously  happy  to  have  \\ 
so  many  followers.  How  could 
teach  cheerfulness  and  love  w 
a  gloomy  mouth  turned  upside  dov 
Who  has  ever  been  attracted 
a  cold,  solemn,  withdrawn,  bett< 
than -thou  person? 

Yes,  there  are  many  things 
Bible  doesn't  tell,  and  it  isn't nec 
sary  for  us  to  know  these  deta 
However,  one  does  have  curios 


The  Bible,  the  greatest  weaponli 
also  the  source  of  greatest  comfct 
Our  use  of  it  is  dependent  upon  ■ 
particular  need  at  any  chosen  time) 
all  cases,  it  provides  the  solutioi 
all  problems.  - -Tommy  Manning. 


THE  FREE  WILL  BAPT' 


MOUNT  OLJVE  COLLEGE 


MOYE  LIBRARY  GIFTS 

Gifts  to  Moye  Library  during  the 
ipnth  of  September,  1974,  totaled 
327.50,  and  were  as  follows: 

In  Memory  of 
Mrs.  Tessie  Bailey  by  the  Woman's 
Axiliary,  Rose  of  Sharon  Free  Will 
liptist  Church,  Williamston. 
Mrs.  Hattie  Cooper  by  Mrs.  Annie 
I-  Sutton,  Mr.  Gene  Mercer,  and 
Jr.  Gary  Barefoot,  Mount  Olive. 
'Mrs.  Mary  Curtis  by  Friendship 
ree  Will  Baptist  Church,  Middlesex. 
jMiss  Velva  E.  Daughtry  by  Mr. 
iid  Mrs.  R.  R.  Warwick  and  Mr. 
.Innie  Warren,  Newton  Grove. 
!Mr.  Julius  Eldridge  by  Mr.  and 
Irs.  R.  R.  Warwick,  Newton  Grove. 
Mrs.  Mamie  Fordham  by  Miss 
lelma  Dilday,  Ahoskie. 
Mr.  J.  Alfred  GinnbyMr.  andMrs. 
mmie  J.  Sanders,  Parkton;  and  the 
jiult  Sunday  School  Class,  Hull  Road 
ree  Will  Baptist  Church,  Snow  Hill. 
,  Mrs.  Ida  Mae  Hocutt  by  Friend - 
hip  Free  Will  Baptist  Church,  Mid- 
(iesex. 

j  Mrs.  Opel  Honvine  by  Mr.  and 
Irs.  Melvin  K.  Everington,  Deep 
jun. 

.  Mrs.  Retha  Kittrell  by  Reedy 
ranch  Free  Will  Baptist  Church, 
/interville. 

Mr.  Allen  Ralph  Mercer  by  Gene 
I.  Mercer,  Mount  Olive. 
I  Mr.  Tobie  Mercer  by  Gene  B. 
lercer,  Mount  Olive. 
|  Mrs.  Delia  Mizzelle  by  the 
Roman's  Auxiliary,  Rose  of  Sharon 
'ree  Will  Baptist  Church,  William- 
ton. 

J  Miss  Mary  Morris  by  Sarah  Mor- 
is Circle,  Union  Grove  Free  Will 
baptist  Church,  Pikeville. 
\  Ms.  Zula  Austin  Parker  by  the 
juth  Warrick  Class,  Johnston  Union 
free  Will  Baptist  Church,  Smithfield. 
!  Mrs.  Maude  Terry  by  the  Woman's 
auxiliary,  Rose  of  Sharon  Free  Will 
iaptist  Church,  Williamston. 

Mrs.  Macy  Thomas  by  Mrs.  Man- 
iy  Jenkins  and  Miss  Macy  Mal- 
xrd,  New  Bern. 

Lilly  H.  Tyndall  by  Mr.  Eugene 
L  Gaskill. 

J  Lou  Gurley  Uzzell  by  Mr.  andMrs. 


Robert  Martin,  Mount  Olive;  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  H.  H.  Casey  Jr.,  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Thurman  Johnson,  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Raymond  Casey,  and  Mrs.  Elizabeth 
H.  Casey,  Goldsboro. 

Mrs.  Margaret  Vail  by  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Gordon  Carter,  Miss  Louise 
Edgerton,  Ms.  Pattie  E.  Thompson, 
Mrs.  Elton  Hinnant,  Ladies'  Bible 
Class  of  Pleasant  Grove  Free  Will 
Baptist  Church,  Pleasant  Grove  Free 
Will  Baptist  Church,  Day  Circle  of 
the  Woman's  Auxiliary  of  Pleasant 
Grove  Free  Will  Baptist  Church,  and 
the  Sunday  School  of  Pleasant  Grove 
Free  Will  Baptist  Church,  Pikeville. 

Mrs.  Delia  Graham  Williams  by 
Mrs.    Ruth   W.  Atkinson,  Lucama. 
In  Honor  of 

The  Rev.  Larry  Barbour  of  the 
Youth  Fellowship  Auxiliary,  Sara- 
toga Free  Will  Baptist  Church,  Sara- 
toga. 

Gifts 

Mount  Olive  Extension  Home- 
makers  Club,  Mount  Olive. 

Mrs.    J.    T.  Wilson,  New  Bern. 


NIDA  RECEIVES  DOCTOR 
OF  LETTERS  DEGREE 

The  Rev.  Dr.  Eugene  A.  Nida,  a 
world  authority  in  linguistics  and  cul- 
tural anthropology,  who  is  an  exec- 
utive secretary  of  the  American  Bi- 
ble Society,  was  awarded  an  honorary 
degree  of  Doctor  of  Letters  in  July, 
1974,  by  Heriot-Watt  University, 
Edinburg,  Scotland. 

Among  the  five  men  whom  the  uni- 
versity honored  with  honorary  de- 
grees, Dr.  Nida  is  the  only  Ameri- 
can. 

The  ceremony  was  held  in  the 
assembly  hall  of  the  Church  of  Scot- 
land, The  Mount.  The  degrees 
were  conferred  by  the  Chancellor  of 
the  University,  Sir  Alec  Douglas - 
Home.  A  dinner  in  honor  of  the 
honorary  graduands  was  held  the 
previous  evening  at  the  Chaledonian 
Hotel. 

The  citation  give  Dr.  Nida  des- 
cribed him  as  "a  leading  authority 
Bible  translation  and  upon  the  theory 


and  practice  of  translation,"  and  re- 
ferred to  his  position  as  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  Linguistic  Society 
of  America  (1968). 

Dr.  Nida,  who  has  been  associated 
with  the  American  Bible  Society's 
translation  work  for  more  than  30 
years ,  also  is  a  translations  research 
coordinator  of  the  United  Bible  Soci- 
eties, a  fellowship  of  56  national 
Bible  Societies  with  work  in  more 
than  150  countries  and  territories. 
As  such  he  provides  technical  assis- 
tance to  a  team  of  translation  con- 
sultants who  assist  Bible  translators 
working  more  than  500  languages. 

The  principal  emphasis  of  the 
American  Bible  Society's  transla- 
tions program  is  to  provede  mean- 
ingful Translations  which  will  ac- 
curately represent  the  message  of  the 
original  texts.  To  accomplish  this 
goal,  Dr  Nida  and  his  colleagues 
conduct  seminars,  institutes,  and 
conferences  in  various  parts  of  the 
world  to  train  national  and  mission- 
ary translators  in  modern  techniques 
which  will  make  possible  the  pro- 
diction  of  more  effective  and  more 
faithful  translations.  In  connection 
with  this  program,  Dr.  Nida  has 
worked  in  more  than  70  countries, 
and  is  a  frequent  lecturer  in  univer- 
sities and  at  international  confer- 
ences. 

He  is  the  author  of  many  books 
which  specialize  in  the  study  of 
languages  and  culture,  particular- 
ly as  related  to  the  problems  of 
communication.  His  articles  deal- 
ing with  the  semantic  and  gram- 
matical structures  of  language  as 
well  as  with  the  religious  elements 
in  culture,  have  been  published  in 
leading  scholarly  journals;  such  as, 
Language,  Word,  Babel,  Internation- 
al Journal  of  American  Linguistics, 
the  Bible  Translator,  and  Practical 
Anthropology. 

A  native  of  Oklahoma  City,  Okla- 
homa, Dr.  Nida  received  the  A.  B. 
degree  from  the  University  of  Cali- 
fornia at  Los  Angeles  in  1936, 
with  a  major  in  Greek;  the  M.  A. 
in  patristics  and  New  Testament 
Greek  from  the  University  of  South- 
ern California  in  1939;  and  the  Ph.  D. 
in  linguistics  from  the  University  of 
Michigan.  Honorary  doctoral  de- 
grees were  previously  conferred 
upon  him  by  Eastern  Baptist  Semi- 
ary,  Philadelphia,  Pennsylvania; 
Southern  California  Baptist  Seminary 
at  Covina;  and  the  University  of 
Meunster,  Germany. 

He  is  an  ordained  clergyman  of  the 
American  Baptist  Churches. 

Dr.  Nida  and  his  wife,  the  former 
Althea  Sprague,  make  their  home 
in  Greenwich,  Conneticut.  They 
are  members  of  the  North  Baptist 
Chruch  of  Port  Chester,  New  York. 
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Revival  and  Homecoming 
At  Fremont  Church 

Revival  services  are  in  progress 
at  the  Fremont  Free  Will  Baptist 
Church  and  will  continue  through 
Friday  night,  October  25,  with  the 
Rev.  Floyd  B.  Cherry,  past  presi- 
dent of  the  State  Convention  and 
present  pastor  of  the  Daniels  Chapel 
church  of  Wilson,  serving  as  guest 
evangelist  for  the  7:30  p.  m.  ser- 
vices. Mr.  Cherry  is  being  assist- 
ed by  the  Rev.  Lloyd  F.  Hargis, 
pastor  of  Fremont.  Everyone  is  is- 
sued a  warm  invitation  to  attend  the 
remainder  of  the  services. 

One  week  following  the  revival 
(on  November  3),  the  Fremont  church 
will  observe  its  annual  homecoming. 
The  pastor  will  be  bringing  the  morn- 
ing worship  message.  At  the  noon 
hour,  lunch  will  be  served  on  the 
church  grounds,  weather  permitting. 
In  case  of  inclement  weather,  the 
congregation  will  be  advised  as  to  the 
place  for  lunch.  An  afternoon  pro- 
gram is  planned  which  will  consist 
of  singing  by  local  talent  and  the 
Fourhand  Sisters  of  Pikeville  and  the 
Gospel  Melody  Boys  of  Clayton.  All 
former  pastors,  former  members, 
and  the  public  in  general  are  invited 
to  attend  this  celebration. 


Homecoming  and  Revival 
At  Marlboro  Church 

The  Marlboro  Free  Will  Baptist 
Church  near  Farmville  will  observe 
its  annual  homecoming  on  Sunday, 
October  27,  with  the  Rev.  W.  L. 
Poythress  scheduled  to  bring  the 
homecoming  message  at  the  eleven 
o'clock  worship  hour.  Lunch  will 
be  served  on  the  church  grounds  at 
noon.  The  pastor  of  the  church, 
the  Rev.  Bruce  Barrow,  and  the 
church  congregation  invite  all  for- 
mer pastors,  former  members,  and 
friends  to  help  in  the  clebration  of 
this  occasion  by  attending  and  fellow - 
shiping.  An  afternoon  songfest  is 
planned  also  (at  1:30)  and  will  feature 
local  as  well  as  visiting  musicians. 

Revival  services  will  begin  at 
Marlboro  on  Monday  night,  October 
28,  at  7:30,  and  will  continue  through 
the  week,  with  the  Rev.  Francis 
Garner  of  Pantego,  as  guest  evange- 
list.    Mr.  Garner  will  be  assisted 


by  the  pastor.  Special  music  will 
be  rendered  each  evening  by  local 
and  visiting  talent,  and  the  public 
is  invited  to  attend  what  promises 
to  be  an  inspirational  series  of  re- 
vival services. 


Aspen  Grove  to  Host 
Central  Conference 

The  226th  annual  session  of  the 
Central  Conference  of  Original  Free 
Will  Baptist  s  of  North  Carolina  will 
convene  with  Aspen  Grove  church, 
Route  1,  Fountain,  Wednesday  and 
Thursday,  November  6,  7.  The  mod- 
erator, the  Rev.  Jack  Mayo,  will  pre- 
side; assisted  by  the  secretary,  the 
Rev.  Hubert  Burress.  The  Rev. 
Harry  Jones  will  serve  as  song 
director.  The  conference  program 
is  as  follows: 

Wednesday  Morning  Session 
9:30- -Registration  of  Ministers  and 

Delegates 
10:00- -Devotions,   the   Rev.  Danny 

Braswell 

10: 15- -Welcome,  Mrs.  Judy  Moore 
10:20- -Response,   the   Rev.    L.  E. 
Ballard 

10:25- -Moderator's    Message,  the 
Rev.  Jack  Mayo 
--Recognition  of  Visitors 
--Appointment  of  Committees 

10:45- -Report  of  State  Convention, 
the  Rev.  Robert  May 

10:55- -Report  of  Free  Will  Baptist 
Press  Foundation,  the  Rev. 
Walter  Reynolds 

11:05- -Report     of  Superannuation 
Bard,  the  Rev.  Walter  Rey- 
nolds 

11: 15- -Report  of  Mount  Olive  Col- 
lege, Dr.  W.  Burkette  Raper 
11:30- -Morning  Worship: 

Introductory     Sermon,  the 
Rev.  Hubert  Burress 
12:00- -Adjournment  (Lunch  served 
at  $2  per  plate.) 
Wednesday  Afternoon  Session 
1: 15- -Devotions,  Tom  Everton 
1:25- -Business  Period: 

Partial  Report  of  Credentials 
Committee 

Report  of  Executive  Commit- 
tee 

Report  of  Central  Conference 
Missions 

Report  of  Church  Extension, 
the  Rev.  Jack  Mayo 


Report  of  Trustees 
Report  of  Central  Conferen 
Historian,  Mrs.  H.  L.  Spivi 
3:15--  Adjournment 

Thursday  Morning  Session 

9:00- -Final  Registration 

9:30- -Devotions,  Dale  Albertson 

9:40- -Business  Period: 

Reading  Minutes  of  Previo 

Day 

Recognition  of  Visitors 
Report  of  Obituary  Commi 


10:30 
10:40 


10:50 


tee 

Report 
mittee 
Report 
mittee 
-Report 
-  Report 
Board, 
gram 
-Report 


of  Temperance  Coi 

of  Resolutions  Coi 

of  Ordaining  Coun 
of    State  Missij 
the  Rev.  Joseph 


11:05- 


of  Free  Will  Bapt 
Children's  Home,  Sfl 
Weeks,  Superintendent 
-Report  of  Church  Finan 
Association,  the  Rev.  Huty 
Burress 
11:15- -Business  Period: 

Final  Report  of  Credentiiii 
Committee 
Report  of  Treasurer 
11:30- -Morning  Worship,  Ordaini! 
Council 

12:00- -Adjournment  (No  lupi 
served  Thursday.  Cake  s\l 
coffee  served  with  no  chargj 


Fall  Revival  at 
Daly's  Chapel  Church 

Revival  services  will  be  held 
Daly's  Chapel  Free  Will  Bap*: 
Church,  Route  1,  Seven  Sprir(i 
October  28 --November  2,  with 
Rev.  James  Warren  as  the  evan!; 
list.  Services  will  begin  each  evi 
ing  at  7:30.  The  pastor,  the  FSj. 
David  W.  Hansley,  and  the  chir 
membership  extend  a  cordial 
vitation  to  the  public  to  attend  th; 
services. 


Weekend  Retreat  at 
Cragmont  Assembly 

On  September  27,  fifty  to  s 
members  from  Yelverton's  Gr<! 
Tee's  Chapel,  and  Pine  Level  F| 
Will  Baptist  Churches  attende 
weekend  family  retreat  at  Cragn 
Assembly,  Black  Mountain. 

Transporatation  was  providec 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Person  Daughtry,  1 
Mildred  Rose,  and  Mrs.  Clara  Po 
from  Yelverton's  Grove;  Mr. 
Mrs.  Robert  Sellars  and  Eug 
Hartley  from  Tee's  Chapel;  W 
Kay  Jones  and  the  Rev.  Rol 
Langley  from  Pine  Level.  Ru]! 
Peedin,  Sunday  school  super inw 
dent  from  Pine  Level,  drove 
church  van  whch  was  recently  pi 
chased. 
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Saturday  morning  everyone 
fathered  in  the  chapel.  A  devotion 
fvas  held  by  Jeff  Daughtry  of  Yel- 
i/ertion's  Grove.  Afterwards,  a  study 
course  was  given  by  Mr.  Langley. 
Saturday  afternoon,  everyone  was 
free  to  go  sight  seeing,  hiking,  or 
[Ust  rocking  on  the  porch. 
;  Saturday  night  a  singspiration  was 
held  by  the  Pine  Level  Youth  Choir. 
iThe  services  continued  outside 
around  a  bonfire,  followed  with  a 
iestamonial  service. 

During  the  Sunday  school  hour, 
VIrs.  Claudette  Lane  of  Yelverton's 
brove  taught  the  youth  class  and 
tSteve  Overman  from  Wilson  taught 
the  adult  class.  Eugene  Hartley, 
age  17,  of  Princeton,  conducted  the 
Sunday  morning  worship  hour.  Con- 
cluding the  service,  a  moment  of 
silent  prayer  was  held  in  memory 
bf  the  Rev.  H.  A.  Grubbs. 
j  Everyone  attending  would  like  to 
thank  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Davenport  for 
kll  they  did  to  make  this  retreat 
Ian  enjoyable  one. 


*Holly  Spring  Homecoming 
And  Fall  Revival 

The  Holly  Springs  Free  Will  Bap- 
tist Church  located  on  the  Nine 
Foot  Road,  Newport,  will  observe  its 
homecoming  on  Sunday,  October  27, 
jwith  the  Rev.  J.  C.  Yates,  a  former 
Ipastor,  bringing  the  morning 
message.  There  will  be  special 
singing  by  the  Joy  Quartet  of  Nor- 
folk, Virginia;  after  which  dinner 
.will  be  served  in  the  fellowship 
Shall,  and  more  special  singing  in 
(the  afternoon.  The  pastor,  the  Rev. 
|  J.  B.  Starnes,  and  the  church  mera- 
jbers  invite  all  former  pastors,  form- 
er members,  and  friends  to  attend. 

Revival  services  will  begin  at 
Holly  Springs  on  Monday  night,  Octo- 
ber, continuing  through  Friday  night, 
November  1.  Services  will  begin 
nightly  at  7:30  with  the  Rev.  M.  E. 
Cox  of  Durham  bringing  the  messages 
each  evening.  Mr.  Starnes  will  be 
assisting  in  the  services  which  prom- 
ise to  be  very  inspirational.  A 
J  prayer  room  will  be  conducted  15 
j  minutes  prior  to  the  revival  ser- 
I vices.  Everyone  is  cordially  in- 
i  vited  to  attend. 


Homecoming  at  Dilda's 
Grove  Church 

I  The  annual  homecoming  service 
|  will  be  held  at  the  Dilda's  Grove  Free 

Will  Baptist  Church  near  Fountain, 
(on  Sunday,  October  27.  The  Rev. 
I  Ray  Harrison,  a  former  pastor,  will 
j  deliver  the  homecoming  message. 
'  Lunch  will  be  served  at  the  noon 

hour,    with    a  program  of  singing 

planned  for  the  afternoon. 


The  pastor,  the  Rev.  Luther 
Bissette,  and  the  church  member- 
ship extend  a  cordial  welcome  to  all 
former  pastors,  former  members, 
and  friends  to  attend  what  promises 
to  be  a  day  of  Christian  worship 
and  fellowship. 


Fall  Revival  Scheduled 
For  St.  Mary's  Church 


Fall  revival  services  for  Saint 
Mary's  Free  Will  Baptist  Church, 
Route  3,  Kenly,  are  scheduled  to 
begin  Monday  evening,  October  28, 
continuing  through  Saturday  evening, 
November  2,  beginning  nightly  at 
7:30.  The  visiting  minister  will  be 
the  Rev.  Rudy  Shepard  of  Cove  City. 
The  pastor,  the  Rev.  Leslie  Haw- 
let,  will  be  assisting  in  the  services. 
He  and  the  entire  church  member- 
ship extend  to  everyone  a  warm 
welcome  to  attend  these  services  and 
receive  a  blessing  from  God. 


Cragmont  Assembly 
Treasurer's  Report 

Mrs.  Fountain  Taylor,  treasurer  of 
Cragmont    Assembly,    Inc.,  Black 
Mountain,  reports  as  follows  for  the 
month  of  September,  1974: 
Balance  September  1,  1974 

$10,543.55 

Receipts 

Churches  $  1,181.28 
Sunday  Schools  71.02 
Auxiliaries  6.00 
GA's   3^00 

Total  Receipts  1,261.30 

Total  for  Which  to  11,804.85 
Account 

Less  Operating  Expenses   35.35 

Balance  October  1,  1974  $11,769.50 


Homecoming  and  Revival 
At  Core  Point  Church 

The  annual  homecoming  will  be  ob- 
served by  Core  Point  Free  Will  Bap- 


tist Church  of  Blounts  Creek,  Sun- 
day, October  27,  with  the  pastor,  the 
Rev.  Graham  Lane,  delivering  the 
homecoming  message  during  the 
worship  hour.  This  will  be  followed 
by  a  picnic  lunch  served  on  the  church 
grounds.  All  former  pastors,  form- 
er members,  and  freinds  are 
cordially  invited  to  attend  and  wor- 
ship with  the  church  on  this 
momentous  occasion. 

The  fall  revival  services  at  Core 
Point  church  are  scheduled  for  the 
week  of  October  28- -November  2, 
beginning  each  evening  at  7:30.  The 
Rev.  Billy  Twiddy  will  be  the  visit- 
ing evangelist,  assisted  by  the  pastor, 
the  Rev.  Graham  Lane.  There  will 
be  special  music  each  evening  and 
the   public      is   invited  to  attend. 


Durham  Church  Pays 
Tribute  to  Member 


On  Sunday,  October  6,  at  the  annual 
homecoming  of  the  First  Free  Will 
Baptist  Church  in  Durham,  special 
tribute  was  paid  to  Mrs.  Dora  Joy- 
ner  by  the  woman's  auxiliary  of  the 
church.  The  auxiliary  presented 
her  with  a  plaque  for  her  faithful 
service  to  her  church  and  her  com- 
munity. Mrs.  Joyner  is  a  charter 
member  of  the  church  which  was 
organized  in  22;  also  a  charter 
member  of  the  woman's  auxiliary 
which  had  its  beginning  in  1924. 
In  making  the  presentation  it  was 
stated.  "Mrs.  Joyner  is  loved  by 
all  and  we  pray  the  Lord  will  bless 
her  with  many  more  years  to  serve 
Him  in  her  church  which  she  loves 
so  well." 
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Homecoming  and  Revival 
At  Mt.  Zion  Church 

The  Mount  Zion  Free  Will  Bap- 
tist Church,  Route  3,  Kenly,  will  ob- 
serve its  annual  homecoming  on  Sun- 
day, October  27,  with  the  pastor,  the 
Rev.  J.  B.  Godwin,  delivering  the 
homecoming  message.  Lunch  will  be 
served  on  the  church  grounds  at  noon. 
An  afternoon  program  has  been 
planned  featuring  special  music. 
The  pastor  and  the  church  member- 
ship extend  a  warm  welcome  to 
all  former  pastors,  former  mem- 
bers, and  friends  to  attend. 

On  Monday  evening,  following 
homecoming,  revival  services  will 
begin  at  Mount  Zion  church.  Ser- 
vices, beginning  each  evening  at  7: 
30,  with  the  Rev.  W.  O.  Lassiter 
as  the  visiting  evangelist,  will  con- 
tinue through  Friday  evening, 
November  1.  The  pastor  will  as- 
sist in  the  services  which  will  be 
highlighted  each  evening  by  special 
music.  The  public  is  cordially  in- 
vited to  attend. 


Powhatan  Church  Announces 
Revival  Services 

Revival  services  are  scheduled  for 
Powhatan  Free  Will  Baptist  Church, 
Route  2,  Clayton,  for  October  27, 
through  November  1,  beginning  each 
evening  at  7:30.  The  Rev.  L.  E. 
Godwin  Jr.  will  be  the  visiting  min- 
ister, assisted  by  the  pastor,  the 
Rev.  Kemery  Ard.  Special  music 
will  be  a  part  of  each  service. 
Everyone  is  invited  to  attend. 


Oct.  27,  Homecoming  for 
Friendship  Church 

The  Friendship  Original  Free  Will 
Baptist  Church,  Route  1,  Middlesex, 
will  celebrate  its  annual  homecoming 
on  Sunday,  October  27,  beginning 
with  Sunday  school  at  10  a.m.  Dur- 
ing the  morning  worship  hour  the 
Rev.  Sheldon  Howard,  a  former 
pastor,  will  bring  the  homecoming 
message.  Lunch  will  be  served 
on  the  church  grounds  at  the  noon 
hour. 

At  1:30  p.m.,  the  afternoon  ser- 
vice will  begin  with  a  memorial 
service,  followed  with  a  songfest. 
The  pastor,  the  Rev.  Jack  Burnett, 
and  the  church  members  invited  all 
former  pastors,  former  members, 
and  friends  to  attend. 

Holly  Springs  Church,  Kenly 
Announces  Fall  Revival 

Revival  services  will  be  held  at 
Holly  Springs  Free  Will  Baptist 
Church,  Route  2,  Kenly,  beginning 
Sunday  night,  October  28,  and  con- 
tinuing through  November  1.  The 


Rev.  Joe  Johnson  of  Route  2,  Kenly, 
and  pastor  of  Riverside  church,  will 
be  the  guest  speaker.  Services 
will  begin  each  evening  at  7:30. 
The  pastor,  the  Rev.  Royster  Martin 
and  the  church  membership  request 
that  each  of  you  be  in  prayer  for 
the  revival  and  extend  an  invitation 
to  each  of  you  to  attend. 


Eastwood  Church  to  Observe 
Revival  and  Homecoming 


Revival  services  are  scheduled 
for  the  Eastwood  Free  Will  Bap- 
tist Church  of  Fayetteville  for  the 
week  of  October  28- -November  2, 
with  the  Rev.  Clyde  Cox  as  the 
guest  minister.  Services  will  be- 
gin each  evening  at  7:30  with  the 
pastor,  the  Rev.  Taylor  Hill,  as- 
sisting. Mr.  Hill  states  that  he 
would  be  delighted  to  have  visitors 
from  neighboring  churches  to  at- 
tend. 

On  Sunday,  November  3,  the 
Eastwood  church  will  observe  its 
homecoming  with  the  Rev.  JohnGilli- 
land  bringing  the  homecoming  mes- 
sage. Mr.  Hill  states  that  there 
have  been  five  preachers  to  answer 
the  call  to  the  ministry  through  the 
Eastwood  church  which  had  its  begin- 
ning only  ten  years  ago.  All  of  these 
are  expected  to  be  present  for  the 
homecoming  and  are  as  follows: 
the  Rev.  Taylor  Hill,  pastor  of  the 
Eastwood  church;  the  Rev.  Jesse 
Caton,  pastor  of  Wooten's  Chapel 
church,  Raleigh;  the  Rev.  Charles 
Parrish,  pastoring  in  Valdosta, 
Georgia;  the  Rev.  John  Gilliland,  pas- 
tor of  the  West  Clinton  church;  and 
the  Rev.  Alton  Howard,  pastor  of  the 
Eastwood  mission,  Fayetteville.  All 
of  Eastwood  friends  and  relatives 
are  cordially  invited  to  attend  these 
services  which  will  consist  of  lunch 
served  at  the  noon  hour  and  a  sing- 
ing program  in  the  afternoon. 


A  TRIBUTE  TO 
MRS.  RUTH  TAYLOR 

(This  tribute  to  Mrs.  Ruth  Moye  Tay- 
lor was  read  by  the  Rev.  Buddy  Sasser 
pastor  of  First  Free  Will  Baptist  Church  ^ 
Greenville,  during  homecoming  services  I 
Sunday,  October  6.) 

Today,  the  first  homecoming  in  ou:« 
new  building,  the  First  Free  Will 
Baptist  Church  of  Greenville  woul(|< 
like  to  take  just  a  moment  to  paj 
tribute   and   honor   to   one  of  oui 
church  members,  Mrs.  Ruth  Moy< 
Taylor.    Just  as  the  man  with  fivd 
talents  multiplied  his  worth,  so  ha:! 
this  special  person  multiplied  hei 
worth  over  the  many  years. 

Looking  back  one  can  remember* 
that  being  the  oldest  of  eight  childrei 
in  a  Free  Will  Baptist  minister's' 
home  is  certainly  not  the  easies' 
task  on  earth;  and  it  is  made  evei 
more  complicated  if  you  happen  to  b< 
talented  in  the  area  of  music.  Th<i 
lady  we  honor  today  happens  to  be  tha; 
talented  one.  She  began  taking  pianc 
lessons  in  the  fourth  grade  and  wa> 
always  ready  to  substitute  for  hei 
busy  mother  at  the  piano  from  thisj 
early  age. 

If  she  were  not  involved  in  churc 
work  with  her  father,  she  was  play^ 
ing  her  mother's  role  at  home  witl 
the  younger  children.  She  once  said, 
"If  going  to  church  will  take  you  t<j 
heaven,  I  will  have  a  front  seat.*! 

At  school  she  was  active  in  musi  j 
can  plays  and  operettas.  She  alway 
had  extra  practicing  to  do  after  sup, 
per,  especially  if  there  were  a  lo, 
of  dishes  to  do. 

Throughout  the  later  years  oUj 
special  person  has  contributed  muclj 
of  her  time  to  church  music.  Peoi 
pie  in  the  Greenville  and  suf  roundinl 
communities  have  enjoyed  her  play, 
ing  at  special  sings,  weddings,  anj 
funerals. 

Although  music  is  much  of  hei 
life,  the  church  has  been  put  first; 
She  has  always  tried  to  visit  th 
sick  and  bereaved  of  the  church 
For  a  number  of  years  she  wa 
president  of  the  church's  woman' 
auxiliary.  When  the  church  wa 
larger,  the  young  woman's  auxiliar 
was  named  for  her. 

People  throughout  the  state  hav 
come  to  know  and  love  Mrs.  Taylc 
through  her  work  as  state  yout 
chairman  of  the  auxiliary.  Our  ow 
people  have  grown  accustomed  to  he 
ever -ready  presence  and  assistanc 
in  Sunday  school,  Bible  school,  an 
especially  until  recently,  attheorga 
on  Sunday  mornings.  All  this  wj 
done  without  expecting  or  desirin 
any  payment. 

To  say,  "Thank you,"  seems  so  in 
adequate,  but  today  that  is  exact j 
(Continued  on  Page  15) 
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OCCUPATIONS  NOT  NEEDED 


1  Scriptural  Basis:  "All  scripture 
£  S  given  by  inspiration  of  God,  and  is 
» profitable  for  doctrine,  for  reproof, 
tjbr  correction,  for  instruction  in 
Righteousness:  That  the  man  of  God 
)  hay  be  perfect,  throughly  furnished 
iinto  all  good  works"  (2  Timothy  3: 
j  6,  17). 

'  jrHEN  WE  GLEAN  IN  GOD'S  WORD 
WE  LEARN  MORE  ABOUT 
PROPHECY 

History  is  a  literary  description  of 
vents  which  occurred  in  the  past, 
'rophecy     is    history  describing 
:  Ivents  before  they  happen.  About 
me  third  of  the  Bible  is  prophecy. 
)ne  third  of  the  Bible  is  used  to 
1  'ell  people  in  detail  just  what  will 
'iappen  in  the  future.    Many  of  the 
'  Bible  accounts  of  events  which  when 
[Written    were    prophecy,    but  have 
!ome      to     pass     and     are  now 
iistory.     Things  pertaining  to  the 
;ons   of   Jacob  which  came  to  be 
*  Uown  as  the  Israelites,  and  now  may 
je  called  Jews,  once  belonged  to 
'prophecy.    The  Old  Testament  ac- 
counts which  tell  of  the  coming  Re- 
deemer and  His  initial  work  to  save 
sinners  is  now  in  the  past  and  they 
' (ire  historical  facts.    The  final  acts 
'bf  redemption  and  the  conclusion  of 
!|dl  things  as  they  now  exist  are  now 
brophecy     but     these  prophecies 
Hire  being  fulfilled  before  our  very 
eyes  in  increasing  numbers. 
I  Prophecy  came  by  holy  men  of 
pod  who  spoke  as  they  were  moved 
'by  the  Holy  Spirit:   "For  the  proph- 
jpecy  came  not  in  old  time  by  the 
will  of  man:  but  holy  men  of  God 
jspake  as  they  were  moved  by  the 
'Holy  Ghost"  (2  Peter  1:21).  When 
!God  gave  John  the  prophecies  which 
'describe   the   closing   events  per- 
taining to   the  last  days  (see  the 
'Book  of  the  Revelation  in  your  Bi- 
ble)  no   more   prophecy  has  been 
(written.     God  does  not  add  more 
'prophecy  in  our  day.     The  times 


IN  HEAVEN 

By  Mrs.  Royce  Matthews 


The  answers  to  the  puzzle,  "Occupations  Not  Needed  in  Heaven,"  are 
circled  above.  Did  you  discover  that  one  of  the  words  was  misspelled? 
We  are  sorry  about  that.  Remember  the  words  may  be  spelled  vertically, 
horizontally,  or  diagonally,  and  may  also  read  forwards  and  backwards. 


of  the  prophets  are  in  the  past. 
God  is  now  concerned  with  the  bring- 
ing to  pass  of  all  prophecies  of  His 
written  Word.  These  prophecies  are 
being  fulfilled  before  our  eyes  and 
the  number  of  remaining  prophecies 
to  be  fulfilled  is  being  reduced 
rapidly.  Prophecies  which  describe 
the  events  which  shall  occur  im- 
mediately before  the  second  coming 
of  Christ  are  being  fulfilled  in  our 
day.  For  example:  Wars  and  rumors 
of  wars,  increase  in  earthquakes, 
storms,  famines,  the  behavior  of 
youth,  the  increase  of  Sabbath  dese- 
cration, material  prosperity,  broken 
homes,  and  the  toppling  of  the  heads 
of  governments,  to  mention  a  few, 
are  becoming  more  and  more  prom- 
inent . 


Prophecy  is  as  a  light  in  a  dark 
place:  "We  have  also  a  more 
sure  word  of  prophecy;  whereuntoye 
do  well  that  ye  take  heed,  as  unto 
a  light  that  shineth  in  a  dark  place, 
until  the  day  dawn,  and  the  day 
star  arise  in  your  hearts"  (2  Peter 
1:19). 

The  light  enters  our  minds  and  our 
souls  as  we  glean  from  God's  Holy 
Word.  It  is  impossible  for  anyone 
to  come  into  the  light  of  prophecy 
without  the  Holy  Scriptures.  ".  .  . 
faith  cometh  by  hearing,  and  hear- 
ing by  the  word  of  God"  (Romans 
10:17).  Light  enters  when  hearing 
is  affected.  That  is  why  the  gospel 
is  preached  and  why  sinners  need 
to  hear  the  Word  as  it  is  preached 
(Continued  on  Page  15) 
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ST.  CLAIRE  BIBLE  CLAS£) 

THE  SUNDAY  eC  ^T>  ^ 

SCHOOL  LESSO^^j 


FOR  NOVEMBER  3 


WHEN  MORAL  VALUES 
ARE  DISREGARDED 

Printed  Text:     Hosea  4:1-3,  6;  6: 

1-3;  7:4-7;  11:8,  9 
Memory  Verse:  Hosea  14:9 

I.  INTRODUCTION 

Man  by  nature  is  a  creature  of  re- 
bellion, and  every  generation  demon- 
strates, a  marked  tendency  to  cast 
aside  the  moral  values  embraced 
by  its  fathers.  While  it  is  freely 
granted  that  past  generations  had 
no  monopoly  on  standards  of  right 
conduct,  it  would  be  the  height  of 
folly  to  maintain  that  the  moral  code 
of  the  past  must  be  the  moral  code 
of  the  present.  Each  generation 
must  adopt  some  code  of  morality 
by  which  its  conduct  is  determined, 
some  sense  of  right  and  wrong  that 
says:  "This  is  wrong  for  me;  thus, 
I  cannot  do  it!"  or  "This  is  re- 
quired of  me;  thus,  I  must  do  it!" 
As  Emerson  has  so  eloquently  ex- 
pressed it:  "So  near  is  grandeur 
to  our  dust,  so  near  is  God  to  man, 
when  duty  whispers  low,  'Thoumust!' 
The  youth  replies,  'I  can!'  " 

Though  the  past  has  no  inherent 
right  to  dictate  the  present,  he  is  a 
fool  indeed  who  fails  to  take  ad- 
vantage of  the  lesson  which  it  has  to 
teach  us.  The  basic  elements  of 
morality  do  not  change;  they  embrace 
the  soul's  reponsibility  to  its  God  and 
to  its  fellowman. 

The  background  for  today's  lesson 
is  the  state  of  morality  existing 
in  Israel  in  those  days  immediately 
preceding  the  nation's  destruction 
(about  720  B.  C.).--The  Teen-Age 
Teacher  (F.  W.  B.). 

D.    HINTS  THAT  HELP 

A.  Have  you  read  the  first  three 
chapters  of  Hosea  lately?  Be  sure 
to  read  them.  We  have  here  one  of 
the  most  interesting  love  stories  in 
the  Bible.  It  is  here  that  Hosea  tells 
how  God  was  preparing  his  heart  to 
prophesy  to  wicked  Israel.  Be 
sure  to  get  well  acquainted  with  this 
story. 

B .  Jeroboam  taught  the  people  sin 
and  idolatry.  He  used  a  wicked 
influence  on  the  people.    This  in- 


fluence worked  silently  and  quietly 
but  powerfully;  and  the  time  came 
when  it  came  back  to  haunt  him. 
This  is  the  method  of  evil. 

C.  Because  of  man's  frailty  and 
fallibility,  it  is  difficult  for  us  to  see 
God's  power  and  infallibility.  God's 
love  never  ceases.  This  is  why 
Satan  wants  to  send  men  to  hell. 
He  knows  that  God  loves  them  so 
much  and  he  wants  to  strike  at 
God.  God  loves  you  so  much  that 
He  has  provided  in  His  mercy  a 
means  for  your  escape.  - -The  Bible 
Teacher  (F.  W.  B.). 

m.    ADDITIONAL  TRUTHS 

A.  When  we  look  about  us  we  are 
sometimes  shocked  to  see  how  often 
moral  values  are  disregarded  now. 
And  when  we  look  within  ourselves 
we  are  shocked  again,  for  "all  have 
sinned,  and  come  short  of  the  glory 
of  God"  (Romans  3:23).  If  God 
were  quick  to  execute  the  fierceness 
of  His  anger,  who  could  survive? 

Thank  God  for  His  love  and  mercy! 
In  Israel's  dark  hour  they  gleamed 
in  the  words  of  Hosea,  but  their 
full  glory  burst  into  view  when 
God  gave  His  only  begotten  Son.  In 
them  we  find  our  hope.  Jesus  gave 
His  life  for  us!  The  old  rugged 
Cross  is  the  symbol.  Not  only  shall 
we  survive  in  spite  of  our  sin,  but 
we  shall  live  forever  in  the  light  of 
God's  presence --if  we  follow  on  to 
know  the  Lord;  if  we  give  attention 
to  His  Word  and  our  lives,  if  we 
rely  on  Him  and  claim  His  help 
and  grow  in  His  likeness. 

Let's  remember  that  He  loves  the 
world,  and  not  us  alone.  The  best 
thing  we  can  do  to  restore  moral 
values  is  to  proclaim  God's  love  to  the 
world  and  bring  people  of  the  world 
to  know  the  Lord.  This  cannot  be 
done  in  a  day  or  a  week.  We  must 
"follow  on"- -and  on  and  on. --Stan- 
dard Lesson  Commentary. 

B.  Crimes  by  young  children  are 
arousing  concern  in  all  sections  of 
the  United  States. 

Juvenile  authorities  say  that  the 
problem  recently  has  increased  in 
seriousness  and  in  the  number  of  of- 
fenses. 

The  National  Commission  on  the 
Causes  and  Prevention  of  Violence 
found  that  robberies  by  juveniles  who 


were  ten  to  fourteen  years  old  in- 
creased by  200  percent  in  a  recent 
ten -year  period. 

In  Los  Angeles,  as  in  most  cities, 
bicycle  thefts  have  became  common 
place  and  police  there  are  consider- 
ing the  creation  of  a  twenty -fiv< 
member  "bike  section"  to  handle  the 
problem. 

In  a  Boston  neighborhood,  one, 
woman  complained,  "You  can  go  up  tc| 
a  kid  in  front  of  the  local  ice-crean' 
shop  and  say  you  want  a  ten-speec 
racing  bike,  and  he'll  ask  you  whal 
color!"  -The  rise  in  children's! 
crime  is  one  more  reminder  of  how! 
closely  our  society  resembles  thai 
of  the  Prophet  Hosea' s  day. 

God's  anger  is  compared  to  fire 
and  an  oven  on  several  occasions 
in  the  Word  of  God. 

Several  years  ago  the  French  gov- 
ernment unveiled  a  solar  furnace  thai' 
dwarfed  anything  of  its  kind  in  th< 
world. 

The  furnace  has  about  twenty  thou 
sand  mirrors.  Although  not  all  ol 
them  have  been  aligned,  enough  have1 
been  positioned  to  focus  sunlight 
on  a  steel  plate  a  half- inch  thick 
and  melt  a  hole  through  it  in  a  matter 
of  seconds.  Scientists  figure  that 
the  temperature  in  the  seven- inch 
bull's-eye  at  the  center  of  the  tar-! 
get  will  reach  seven  thousand  dej 
grees  Fahrenheit.  The  furnace  will 
be  used  to  test  flash  effects  froir 
atomic  weapons. 

If  a  man  is  able  to  produce  an' 
an  instrument  of  destruction  like  the; 
solar  furnace,  think  of  what  God  car 
produce  in  the  way  of  judgment  at 
Christ's  return. --David  McCarthy 

C.  "I  never  have  been  guilty  of 
wrong  action  but  on  my  account  lives 
have  been  lost,  trains  have  beer 
wrecked,  ships  have  gone  down  at 
sea,  cities  have  burned,  battles  have 
been  lost,  and  governments  have  fail- 
ed ...  I  am  neglect."- -T.  M! 
Olson.  To  this  we  might  add  thai 
this  same  neglect  has  been  responsi- 
ble for  the  loss  of  countless  thou- 
sands of  souls. --The  Senior  Quar- 
terly (F.  W.  B.). 

BETHEL  CHURCH,  FOUR  OAKS 
TO  HOST  CAPE  FEAR 
CONFERENCE 

The  Cape  Fear  Conference  o 
Original  Free  Will  Baptists  of  Nortl 
Carolina  will  convene  in  its  one 
hundred  twentieth  session  Thursda 
and  Friday,  October  31  and  Novem 
ber  1,  at  the  Bethel  Free  Will  Bap 
tist  Church  of  Four  Oaks.  The  Rev 
Edmundo  Gonzalez,  moderator,  wil 
preside  at  the  meeting.  The  Rev 
Cooper  Thompson  will  serve  as 
music  director.  The  schedule* 
program  will  appear  in  next  week's 
"Baptist." 
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S  TORIES 

for  our  youth 


IAKE  THE  PAPER 

! 

IN  the  year  A.  D.  1733,  three 
missionaries  left  the  main- 
and  of  Europe  in  order  to  seek  the 
onversion  of  the  Eskimos.  It  took 
^eeks  and  months  of  severe  travel 
Jefore  the  missionaries  reached 
|ieir  goal,  Greenland. 
]  They  soon  realized  that  they  had  a 
pugh  problem  to  solve.  How  tough, 
Jiey  had  little  conception,  till  they 
law  for  themselves  the  utter  degra- 
jation  of  the  Eskimos  of  that  period, 
[hey  were  dwarfs,  ugly  and  repul- 
pe  looking  to  the  last  degree.  Their 
jiinds  matched  their  bodies,  and 
jieir  habits  were  beyond  belief  un- 
lean.  Added  to  all  this,  they  were 
piteful,  malicious,  and  cruel.  They 
id  not  know  the  meaning  of  love, 
ven  among  themselves, 
i  It  did  not  take  the  missionaries 
jery  long  to  estimate  the  Eskimos 
it  their  real  value.  Yet  they  were  in 
Jo  way  disheartened  or  discouraged, 
Jut  set  cheerfully  to  work.  The  first 
rting  to  do,  they  decided,  was  to 
pake  these  heathen  realize  the  fact 
jf  the  existence  of  God  and  His 
jlaims  upon  them. 

S  John  Beck,  the  leading  missionary, 
|as  the  most  apt  in  grasping  the 
anguage.  He,  therefore,  translated 
le  story  of  creation  into  the  Eskimo 
anguage,  that  they  might  be  in- 
tructed  on  the  right  lines  from  the 
ery  beginning.  But  work  and  toil 
nd  pray  as  the  three  might,  the 
Eskimos  would  have  none  of  their 
Jod. 

For  five  years  these  worthy  men 
abored  away  at  the  story  of  creation, 
nd  at  the  end  of  that  time  they  had 
ot  made  the  least  impression  upon 
ny  one  of  their  hearers.  Their  mis- 
ion  had  been  the  greatest  sort  of  a 
ailure. 

In  spite  of  hardship  and  failure 
one  of  the  three  ever  thought  of 


abandoning  this  barren  field  of  labor 
and  leaving  the  ugly  little  Eskimos 
to  their  darkness.  No,  they  plodded 
on  and  on,  and  John  Beck  even  be- 
gan a  translation  of  the  life  of  Jesus 
Christ  to  follow  on  after  the  creation 
story,  when  their  unwilling  hearers 
should  have  arrived  at  a  knowledge 
of  the  true  God. 

God  was  not  unmindful  of  their 
brave  fight,  and  it  was  not  to  go 
unhonored.  He  had  a  lesson  to  teach 
these  men- -a  lesson  which  has 
proved  invaluable  to  scores  who, 
inspired  by  their  example,  have 
sought  the  salvation  of  the  heathen 
in  many  lands. 

One  morning  as  John  Beck  was 
working  somewhat  sadly  at  his  trans- 
lation, the  door  of  the  little  hut  was 
rudely  kicked  open  and  a  group  of 
Eskimos  pushed  in.  For  some  weeks 
a  new  hostile  attitude  had  been  mani- 
fest among  these  people,  and  it 
seemed  exceedingly  probable  that 
the  mission  might  end  in  martyrdom. 
The  men  certainly  looked  evil  enough 
for  anything,  John  Beck  thought,  as 
they  crowded  around  his  table, 
inspecting  and  turning  over  his  pens, 
ink,  and  paper. 

"And  what  is  this?"  demanded 
Kayarnak,  the  most  villainous  look- 
ing of  the  lot,  as  he  seized  upon  a 
sheet  of  manuscript. 

John  explained  as  well  as  he  could 
that  what  they  called  "black  marks" 
were  words  the  same  as  the  words 
they  were  speaking.  He  made  his 
explanation  as  long  as  possible,  in- 
wardly rejoicing  that  the  rascal  Kay- 
arnak showed  no  more  mischievous 
disposition  than  to  maul  over  his 
papers.  It  was  some  time  before 
their  slow  brains  grasped  his  mean- 
ing. 

At  last  Layarnak  exclaimed:  "This 
piece  of  paper  hears  and  remembers 
and  says  words?" 

Yes,  that  was  so.  He  was  told  that 
once  the  words  were  written  down, 
there  they  stayed  till  the  paper  was 
destroyed. 

This  was  wonderful,  past  all  be- 
lief, and  the  "talking  paper"  was 
handed   round  from  hand  to  hand. 


Then  a  new  idea  struck  Kayarnak, 
and  thrusting  the  bundle  of  manu- 
script into  John  Beck's  hand,  he 
cried,  "Make  the  paper  speak,  make 
it  speak,  let  us  hear  what  it  has  to 
say." 

Tnis  demand  was  greeted  with 
yells  of  delight  from  the  others,  and 
mechanically  the  missionary  began 
to  read,  glad  to  be  able  to  satisfy 
his  dread  visitors  so  easily. 

He  read  bits  from  the  Gospels. 
In  the  middle  of  the  story  of  the 
crucifixion  he  paused,  conscious  of  a 
dead  silence,  so  unusual  a  thing  that 
he  felt  sure  it  must  mean  mischief. 
On  looking  up  he  was  astounded  to  see 
Kayarnak' s  dark  face  convulsed  with 
grief,  the  tears  pouring  down  his 
face. 

"Oh!"  he  cried,  "make  the  paper 
talk  more!  Go  on,  go  on!  I  would 
fain  know  about  this  Jesus,  for  I, 
too,  want  to  be  saved!" 

Had  the  stones  under  his  feet  cried 
out,  John  Beck  would  not  have  been 
more  astonished.  Then  the  scales 
fell  from  his  eyes,  and  he  saw  the 
great  mistake  they  had  been  making. 
They  had  tried  to  teach  these  savages 
through  their  intellect,  and  had  for- 
gotten that  saying  of  Christ,  "I,  if  I 
be  lifted  up  .  .  .  will  draw  all  men 
unto  me"  (John  12:32).  They  had 
put  themselves  and  their  theories 
between  the  Cross  and  dying  men; 
they  had  held  back  the  water  of  life 
from  thirsty  souls. 

With  tears  of  joy  and  contrition 
falling  down  his  face,  John  Beck 
explained  again  and  again  the  story 
of  salvation,  while  his  listeners  hung 
upon   his  words  in  rapt  attention. 

Kayarnak  accepted  Christ  there 
and  then,  and  when  the  other  two 
missionaries  returned,  weary  and 
disheartened  from  their  work  in  a 
neighboring  district,  they  found  their 
comrade  the  center  of  an  inquiring 
crowd,  all  anxious  and  eager  to  know 
about  Jesus. 

Kayarnak  proved  an  invaluable 
ally.  He  assisted  in  the  translation 
of  the  New  Testament.  He  begged 
the  missionaries  to  speak  about  Je- 
sus and  Jesus  only,  and  they  were  only 
too  glad  to  follow  his  advice.  Through 
this  experience  the  missionaries 
learned  that  neither  the  simplest  sort 
of  teaching,  argument,  or  logic  can 
take  the  place  of  the  words  of  Jesus 
Christ,  which  are  spirit  and  life. 

Before  long  the  now  joyful  work- 
ers were  counting  their  converts  by 
scores,  many  of  whom  thought  noth- 
ing of  coming  four,  five,  or  six 
leagues  to  attend  the  services.  - -The 
Indian  Christian. 
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RESOLUTION  OF  RESPECT 

The  Woman's  Auxiliary  of  the  Pine 
Level,  North  Carolina,  Free  Will 
Baptist  Church  adopted  the  follow- 
ing resolution  of  respect  in  memory 
of  one  of  its  former  members,  Mrs. 
Pauline  Barnes  Crocker. 

With  feelings  of  deep  regret  and  a 
personal  loss,  the  Woman's  Auxiliary 
of  the  Pine  Level  Free  Will  Bap- 
tist Church  wishes  to  memorialize 
a  member  who  went  home  to  be  with 
the  Lord  May  15,  1974. 

Whereas,  she  manifested  her  love 
for  her  Lord  and  attended  auxiliary 
meetings  as  long  as  her  health  per- 
mitted; 

Whereas,  she  was  a  woman  of 
deep  faith  and  boundless  enthusiasm 
for  every  task  assumed,  practicing 
what  she  preached,  standing  firm  on 
her  convictions,  and  witnessing  by 
her  life  and  influence; 

Whereas,  this  auxiliary  wants  to 
recognize  the  magnitude  of  her  ser- 
vices and  command  her  example  to  all 
who  serve  the  same  Lord; 

Therefore  be  it  resolved,  that  we, 
the  members  of  the  Woman's  Auxil- 
iary of  Pine  Level  Free  Will  Bap- 
tist Church,  do  express  to  her  family 
our  deepest  sympathy  in  their  loss. 

Be  it  further  resolved,  that  a  copy 
of  this  resolution  be  sent  to  the  family 
of   our  deceased  member,  a  copy 
sent  to  The  Free  Will  Baptist  for 
publication,  and  a  copy  entered  in  the 
minutes   of   our  auxiliary  that  all 
might  know  the  depth  of  our  feelings. 
Respectfully  submitted, 
Mrs.  B.  L.  Godwin,  President 
Mrs.  W.  E.  Crocker,  Secretary 


CAPE  FEAR  WOMAN'S 
AUXILIARY  CONVENTION 

The  Cape  Fear  Woman's  Auxi- 
liary Convention  convened  Wednes- 
day, October  9,  with  the  First  Free 
Will  Baptist  Church  of  Smithfield 
with  a  good  attendance.  The  theme 
for  the  convention  was  "Joy  in  the 
Fullest"  which  was  seen  in  the  ex- 
pression of  most  everyone. 

Mrs.  R.  H.  Jackson  presided  over 
the  meeting.  Her  remarks  en- 
couraged every  delegate  and  officer 
to  urge  their  auxiliaries  to  send 
their  quota  to  the  state  project,  $20 
to  the  Children's  Home,  $20toforeign 


missions,  $10  to  state  home  mis- 
sions, and  $20  to  Mount  Olive  Col- 
lege. 

Mrs.  Lucille  Benson  gave  the  de- 
votion. She  challenged  everyone  as 
the  branches  to  abide  in  the  vine 
so  that  we  will  be  able  to  bear 
fruit. 

The  Rev.  John  Gilliland,  pastor 
of  the  West  Clinton  Free  Will  Bap- 
tist Church,  brought  the  message. 
Mr.  Gilliland  is  young  in  the  minis- 
try, but  his  message  was  very  ma- 
ture. He  is  in  the  military  service 
at  Ft.  Bragg  and  has  recently  been 
ordained  by  the  Cape  Fear  Confer- 
ence. He  said  in  reference  to  the 
theme:  "If  our  joy  is  to  be  full, 
we  must  win  souls." 

The  Rev.  Leonard  Woodall,  host 
pastor,  invited  everyone  to  a  sumptu- 
ous lunch  spread  by  the  local  church 
in  the  fellowship  hall. 

Mrs.  Almond  Warrick,  vice-presi- 
dent of  the  convention,  presented 
the  Life  Membership  Award  to  Mrs. 
Gladys  Adams  of  St.  Mary's  Grove 
church. 

Mrs.  Dianne  Riley  directed  the 
music,  accompanied  at  the  piano  by 
Mrs.  W.  Burkette  Raper.  Mrs. 
Riley  and  Mrs.  Bill  Dale  both  sang 
solos;  also  sang  in  a  trio  with  the 
addition  of  the  Rev.  C.  F.  Bowen. 

Mrs.  Riley  represented  Mount 
Olive  College;  Mrs.  Sam  Weeks  spoke 
on  behalf  of  the  Children's  Home; 
Mrs.  Bobby  Wood  passed  out  the 
superannuation  report  and  spoke  for 
the  Free  Will  Baptist  Press  Founda- 
tion. As  manager  of  the  Smithfield 
Bible  and  Bookstore,  Mrs.  Wood  in- 
vited the  members  of  the  conven- 
tion to  come  by  and  visit  while  they 
were  in  town. 

The  Rev.  Taylor  Hill  made  a  plea 
for  state  home  missions  and  the  Rev. 
C.  F.  Bowen  reported  on  foreign 
missions. 

Mrs.  R.  Y.  Stephenson  gave  the 
treasurer's  report. 

The  spring  convention  was  an- 
nounced to  be  held  with  the  Bethel 
church  near  Four  Oaks  on  the  sec- 
ond Wednesday  in  April,  1975. 

The  day  was  really  a  day  "full  of 
joy"  for  those  in  attendance.  Grati- 
tude was  expressed  for  the  rep- 
resentation of  other  conventions  and 
especially  for  the  state  officers  visit- 
ing the  convention.     State  officers 


present  were:  Mrs.  D.  W.  Han- 
cock, president;  Mrs.  Bill  Dale, 
study  course  chairman;  Mrs.  Sam 
Weeks,  benevolence  chairman;  Mrs. 
Lillie  Mae  Sasser,  Anna  Phillips 
Loan  Fund  chairman;  Mrs.  W.  Burk- 
ette Raper,  secretary;  and  Mrs.  Al- 
mond Warrick,  correspondence  sec- 
retary. 


SPECIAL 
ANNOUNCEMENT 

Mrs.  Margaret  Ard,  president  ol 
the  Woman's  Auxiliary  Convention  ol 
the  General  Conference,  announce? 
that  the  Bible  Bowl  Quiz  Study  Bool1 
for  1975  will  be  the  Book  of  Exodus 
The  books  may  be  purchased  fron' 
the  Ayden  Bible  and  Bookstore,  81  ij 
North  Lee  Street,  Ayden,  North  Caro 
Una  28513;  or  any  of  its  branc 
stores  at  Smithfield,  new  Bern,  oi,! 
Wilson. 


DRAW  SWORDS!  CHARGI 

With  school  just  getting  underv, 
now  is  a  good  time  to  think  of  Crj 
mont,  the  Christian  Cadet  Confi 
ence,  and  such  things  as  sendil 
our  young  people  there  next  sumnj 
our  young  people  there  next  summ| 
One  may  ask,  "Isn't  this  just  a| 
early?"  really.  Now  is  the  timed 
plan  and  do --not  wait  until  its  | 
late  and  then  wail,  "Oh,  why  didjl 
we  do  something  for  our  young  pa 
pie!" 

We  can  justly  be  proud  of  the  yoi\ 
people  of  the  Free  Will  Baptist  Chur| 
Personally,  I  think  they're  the  bi; 
and  it  is  with  the  deepest  sincerity  | 
I  say  they  are  the  greatest  asset  to  ji 
denomination.  And  at  the  same  timi 
believe  we  need  more  people  realisjl 
this  fact  and  taking  an  interest  in  j 
young  people.  Not  just  insofar! 
"dogging"  them  to  be  in  church,  [i 
by  letting  them  know  "you  care,"  ji 
that  you  care  enough  to  give  theri 
your  time,  your  energy,  and  your  i. 
ent. 

I'm  definitely  not  saying  just  to  H 
over  on  a  silver  platter  such  thing:  i 
a  free  trip  to  Cragmont,  whethe  l 
the  Christian  Cadets  or  to  one  ofp 
other  fine  young  people's  conferen! 
but  rather  to  encourage  and  stand  I 
hind  them  in  earning  their  own  wa 
say  again,  my  conviction  is  that  Ci{ 
mont  is  one  of  the  greatest  ministef 
of  the  Free  Will  Baptist  Church. 

Again  I  speak  personally,  but  or 
the  best  ways  to  assist  our  young  pe> 
in  attending  Cragmont  is  that  which 
been  used  by  many  of  our  churcht 
their  leagues,  and  that  is  the  svi 
drill.  This  is  a  multipurpose  prii£ 
for  it  creates  interest,  instructs,  If 
overcome  shyness,  and  is  someti 
(Continued  on  Page  15) 
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AN  OPEN  LETTER 

:  Bowing  to  the  inevitable,  owing  to 
!»e  and  ill  health,  after  serving  in 
fe  ministry  for  sixty  (60)  years, 
Ithout  a  break,  the  point  has  been 

ached  when  I'm  no  longer  able  to 
|ep  up  the  obligations  and  the  re- 
>onsibilities  of  the  full  gospel  min- 
jtry.  I  have  therefore  resigned  the 
ro  churches  I  have  served  for  the 
1st  six  (6)  years;  namely,  Howell 
iyamp  and  Spring  Branch  Free  Will 
jiptist  Churches,  both  located  in 
ireene  County,  in  the  Central  Con- 
Irence.  The  expiration  of  my  res- 
jnation  was  October  17.  This  was 
fe  same  date  of  my  ordination  in  the 
Western    Conference    in  October, 

14. 

This  does  not  mean  my  retire- 
ment, but  I  am  no  longer  seeking 
ffirmanent  work  as  pastor  or  other 

ksponsibilities.  As  health  per- 
mits, I  will  consider  supplying 
■lurches  until  they  can  secure  a 
Istor.  And  I  will  especially  be 
jad  to  accept  invitations  to  preach 
Imecoming  sermons  for  churches  I 
I|ve  served.  The  only  obligation  in- 
•Irred  will  be  my  traveling  expense 
»  a  freewill  offering,  which  will  be 
m  only  source  of  income  on  which  to 
.^pplement  my  Social  Security, 
*iich  is  insufficient  for  living  ex- 
l!|nses.  I  have  been  disqualified 
rom  all  superannuation  benefits.  I 
live  always  served  churches  at  a 
itmimum  salary,  which  makes  my 
Jcial  Security  at  a  low  figure. 
•jYou  may  contact  me  by  address - 
if*  me  at  P.  O.  Box  74,  Walston- 
tfrg,  North  Carolina  27888,  or  by 
F*0ne  at  753-4703. 

*The  Lord  has  wonderfully  blessed 
fry  ministry,  and  I  trust  He  will 
tptinue  to  bless  until  He  sees  fit 
tl  call  me  to  my  eternal  reward. 

E.  C.  Morris 

'(Editor's  Note:  Mr.  Morris  is  one 
-i  our  most  beloved  ministers  and  has 
*|oven  his  worth  to  our  denomination, 
i  ;fd  more  especially,  to  the  cause  of  our 
tl!»rd.  His  untiring  efforts  for  the 
iUhgdom's  work  will  be  the  best  compli- 
ant to  him  in  years  to  come,  as  he  and 
rts  selfless  service  will  be  long  remem- 
iljred.  An  "old-time"  minister,  he  is 
?  ijieed  a  "doer"  of  the  Word;  and  we 
Kflteem  him  highly.) 

(A   

A  Tribute  to 
Mrs.  Ruth  Taylor 

(Continued  from  Page  10) 

'  'jiat  we  do  say:  "Thank  you,  Mrs. 
,lith  Taylor,  for  all  these  years  of 
J.ithfful  service.  May  God  continue 
\t  bless  your  life  in  this  service. 
[f  the  Lord  told  the  faithful  servant 
M  the  parable  of  the  talents,  'Well 
Nne,  thy  good  and  faithful  servant'  " 


Unmitigated  Truth 

(Continued  from  Page  11) 

(or  they  can  read  it  for  themselves) 
from  the  Bible.  The  fact  remains 
that  it  is  the  Word  of  God  that 
pricks  the  heart  and  stirs  a  per- 
son so  that  he  can  see  the  light 
and  be  saved. 

The  soul  of  a  person,  any  per- 
son, is  full  of  darkness  unless  and 
until  the  light  of  the  Word  enters. 
And  when  the  Light  does  come  in, 
there  will  be  no  question  as  to  its 
reality  and  its  genuineness.  A  per- 
son can  know  for  sure  that  he  is 
saved,  sanctified,  holy,  and  baptized 
with  the  Holy  Ghost.  Amen! 


Draw  Swords!  Charge! 

(Continued  from  Page  14) 
that  encourages  the  participants.  So 
why  not  begin  now  making  the  sword 
drill  a  part  of  your  league ,  a  part  of 
midweek  prayer  service,  or  at  any- 
time that  would  be  functional. 

Though  not  as  good  as  the  sword 
drill,  there  are  other  activities  which 
can  help  the  young  people  to  pay  their 
own  way  or  assist  them  in  being  able 
to  attend  Cragmont.  Halloween  parties 
have  served  well  in  some  areas,  as 
have  ice-cream  suppers,  car  washes, 
ball  games,  gospel  musical  programs, 
and  many  other  things  which  have  been 
given,  sponsored  or  conducted  by  the 
young  people.  Assistance  in  the  for- 
mulation of  plans  for  any  of  these  proj- 
jects  will  be  gladly  given  upon  request. 

Neither  is  it  too  early  to  think  of  the 


State  League  Convention  which  will  be 
hosted  by  the  Winterville  Free  Will 
Baptist  Church, Winterville,on  March  8, 
1975.  F  ve  always  enjoyed  a  car  car- 
avantosuch  :h.  conventions  seemingly  , 
those  who  took  part  in  them  also  enjoy- 
ed it.  It  many  times  gives  the  older 
ones  that  opportunity  of  being  and  act- 
ing younger  than  they  would  ordinarily 
dare  to  be.  At  the  same  time,  young 
people,  it  helps  insure  transportation, 
for  who  can  resist  that  temptation  to 
dress  the  cars  up  and  take  off  in  search 
of  that  hoped  for- -the  fountain  of  youth. 

Too,  remember,  this  is  your  conven- 
tion and  you  should  be  a  vital,  active 
part  of  the  convention.  Our  singspira- 
tions  in  recent  past  conventions  have 
been  received  exceptionally  well. 
Though  the  plans  for  the  next  convention 
have  not  been  completed,  it  might  be 
nice  to  have  something  a  bit  different 
with  a  wide  range  of  participation.  The 
thought  which  comes  to  mind  is  some- 
thing along  a  "talent"  program  with 
skits  or  other  accomplishments.  You 
know,  I  think  it  would  be  nice  to 
hear  from  you  and  learn  of  your  ideas. 
There  may  be  good  thoughts  that 
haven't  been  considered.  So  why 
don't  you  let  us  know.  You  may  send 
your  ideas  to:  The  Rev.  Raymond  E. 
Jones;  300  Fleet  Street;  New  Bern, 
North  Carolina,  28650. 

The  executive  officers  of  the  con- 
vention will  be  elected  at  this  time, 
so  encourage  your  pastors,  directors, 
and  officers  to  be  present. 

Raymond  E.  Jones 
President  League  Convention 


A  CARILLION  OF  BELLS 

(Continued  from  Page  3) 
me,  though  he  were  dead,  yet  shall  he  live:  And  whoso- 
ever liveth  and  believeth  in  me  shall  never  die.  ..." 
(John  11:25,  26). 

Prayer  of  Dedication 

by  the  Rev.  James  Howard,  Pastor 
Bethel  Free  Will  Baptist  Church 

Our  Father  in  heaven,  we  thank  thee  that  thou  art  the 
great  source  of  joy,  and  when  we  have  thee  enthroned 
in  our  lives,  peace  dwelleth  there. 

Teach  me  today  how  to  enrich  the  lives  of  thers  and 
how  to  find  joy  doing  it. 

Father,  we  ask  for  your  blessing  as  we  dedicate  this 
wonderful  gift  of  carillon  of  bells  to  the  glory  of  God  and 
in  memory  of  Michael  Wayne  Silverthorne.  Grant, 
we  pray  thee,  as  the  beautiful  music  of  these  bells  ring 
out,  may  it  speak  to  the  hearts  of  those  on  this  campus, 
bringing  peace  and  comfort  and  the  message  of  salvation 
through  Jesus  Christ  our  Lord.  Bless  and  comfort 
those  who  made  this  day  possible.  May  their  hearts  be 
filled  with  joy  because  they  have  been  able  to  bless 
others. 

Bless  this  institution  and  all  who  labor  here  to  bless 
our  youth  with  the  gifts  of  learning  and  spiritual  guidance. 

Remind  us  of  the  brevity  of  life,  and  of  its  peaceful 
end,  when  faith  toward  thee  and  love  toward  our  fellow - 
man  abides  within  the  heart. 

We  offer  this  petition  in  Jesus'  blessed  name.  Amen. 


p^jffi  FREE  WILL  BAPTIST 
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THE  FREE  WILL  BAPlI 


In  our  unrequited  "know- it-all- ism,"  we  often  label 
the  older  members  of  our  society ,  "useless."  For 
I  shame!  Most  often,  through  spectacles  of  wisdom, 
j  they  have  warmed  our  hearts  and  tendered  our  souls.... 


WOE  BE  UNTO  US  WHEN  WE 

CONSIDER  THEM  USELESS 

When  does  one  become  useless?  In  order  to  answer  the  question  intelli- 
gently, we  must  first  of  all  know  the  meaning  of  the  word,  "useless." 
One  dictionary  in  this  editor's  possession  provided  such  an  abbreviated 
definition  that  he  was  prompted  to  search  further,  for  certainly  "useless" 
means  more  than  "having  no  use,  ineffectual,  or  unserviceable."  A  little 
more  satisfaction  was  realized  when  another  reference  book  stated  it  this 
way:  "Useless  indicates  the  producing  of  no  good  end  or  answering  no 
desired  purpose;  inefficient."  Still,  our  inquiring  nature  was  not  appeased 
until  we  delved  deeper  into  the  subject  and  found,  in  another  reference 
book,  twenty-five  synonyms.  To  our  dismay,  even  the  twenty-five  synonyms 
told  us  little  more  than  the  original  definition;  therefore,  we  considered 
the  possibility  that  we  were  approaching  the  subject  from  the  wrong  angle. 
Thus,  we  have  decided  to  discuss  age,  and  whether  or  not  it  affects  the  use- 
fulness of  a  person- -and  if  so- -to  what  degree.  Hence,  the  following 
question: 

Does  age  make  one  useless?  Not  in  our  opinion!  Some  persons  sit  back 
and  do  nothing  and  yet  boast  about  how  young  they  are- -and  they  are  utterly 
useless  so  far  as  production  is  concerned.  In  opposition  to  this,  we've 
all  known  aged  people  whose  alert  minds  overcompensated  for  their  falter- 
ing steps,  their  ineloquent  speech,  and  their  inability  to  perform  strenuous 
labor.  They  cannot,  therefore,  be  considered  useless.  As  long  as  one  can 
think  clearly,  advise  wisely,  and  feel,  he  will  not- -he  cannot- -be  useless; 
and,  however  unattractive  the  wars  of  age  may  have  rendered  these  persons, 
the  love  they  manifest  is  more  than  enough  to  "keep  them  around."  If 
such  a  one  as  this  is  rejected,  he  may  indeed  feel  useless;  but  the  apathetic, 
selfish,  attitude  of  the  rejecters  (in  regard  to  these  long-lived  persons)  will 
ultimately  prove  a  detriment  to  themselves  (the  rejecters),  when  they,  too, 
stand  in  the  shadow  of  agedness,  cringing  as  its  fearsome  tentacles  en- 
tangle them.  At  such  a  time,  however  vehemently  one  espouses  that  he 
should  not  be  "put  away,"  he  shall  know  what  it  means  to  be  pushed  aside 
by  would-be  progress  makers  who  are  insensitive  to  his  needs  and  who  con- 
veniently forget  any  good  he  may  have  accomplished  while  he  was  in  his 
prime.  We,  the  younger  ones,  who  look  with  disfavor  at  the  elderly, may 
be  confronted  with  this  same  situation  before  we  know  it. 

Like  the  old  chair,  we  may  find  ourselves  carried  to  the  barn  or  thrown 
upon  the  trash  heap  for  burning.  Old  chairs  usually  contain  better  material 
than  do  new  ones,  for  everyone  knows  that  mass  production  produces 
"stuff"  of  poorer  quality;  and  though  the  newer  "chairs"  are  thought  to  be 
more  serviceable  and  therefore  more  desirable,  it  is  not  the  case  at  all.  If 
so,  why  are  antiques  so  valuable  today?  Do  they  not  have  a  singular 
charm  all  their  own?  Do  they  not  claim  their  rightful  place?  If  they  are  in- 
deed useless,  why  do  we  pay  so  much  for  them?  Why  do  we  glow  with  pride 
when  someone  comments  favorably  about  a  particularly  beautiful  piece  in 
our  possession.  This  editor  is  a  fancier  of  antiques,  admittedly,  but  he  is 
more  a  fancier  of  senior  citizens;  and,  nothing  causes  him  more  concern 
than  to  have  them  abused,  misused,  cast  aside,  or  neglected.  Nothing 
causes  him  to  become  more  indignant  than  to  have  a  faithful  torchbearer 
pulled  out  of  the  ranks  merely  because  he  cannot  hold  the  light  quite  so 
high  anymore.  You  know,  the  lower  lights  need  to  be  kept  burning  too,  and 
frequently  they  are  better  seen.  .  .  . 

Posture  may  be  important,  and  one  may  say  that  a  certain  stooped  gentle- 
man has  served  his  purpose  and  should  step  aside.  Sure,  we  like  to  see  peo- 
ple stand  erect  with  confidence.  We  like  to  see  them  exert  vigor  and  appear 
equal  to  any  occasion.  Yet,  is  not  this  "erectness"  too  often  a  sign  of 
arrogance  rather  than  ability?  Some  of  the  straightest  of  shoulder  are  the 
weakest  of  mind  and  heart.  The  truth  of  the  matter  is  that  no  one  stands  so 
tall  as  when  he  has  bent  low  enough  to  help  another.  In  view  of  this,  some 
of  the  tallest  men  (and  women)  this  editor  knows  are  well  into  their 
eighties.  Sad  it  is  that  so  many  of  us  tend  to  forget  the  good  deeds  of  yes- 
teryear and  the  steady  fires  that  have  warmed  our  hearts  and  tendered  our 
souls- -fires  kindled  by  the  now  old  members  of  society,  whom  we,  in  our 
unrequited  "know-it-all-ism,"  label  useless!  For  shame! 

(To  Be  Continued  Next  Week) 
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A  FIRM  BASIS  FOR  VOLUNTARY  SUPPORT  OF 

MOUNT  OLIVE  COLLEGE 


people 
money 


H  Giving  Wisely 

OST  people  are  willing  to  give;  in  fact, 
li  of  great  spirit  enjoy  giving,  but  to  give 
/isely  may  be  more  difficult  than  making  it. 

Everyone  today  is  confronted  with  more  appeals  for 
lood  causes  than  he  reasonably  responds  to,  and  if  our 
jiving  is  to  be  meaningful,  it  must  be  based  on  careful 
valuation  of  what  is  truly  important. 

When  Mount  Olive  College  asks  for  voluntary  support 
rom  its  friends,  it  rests  its  case  on  a  firm  foundation. 


Considerations  for  Investing  in  Mount  Olive  College 

1.  Mount  Olive  is  providing  an  educational  service 
bat  is  greatly  needed  in  our  time  and  in  our  nation. 
)ur  commitment  is  to  the  total  development  of  our 
tudents  as  human  beings  wherein  we  help  them  prepare 
W  employment  that  will  contribute  to  society;  and 
k  the  same  time,  we  endeavor  to  assist  them  in  finding 
aeaning  and  purpose  in  their  own  lives.  We  are  not  just 
ne  of  the  125  colleges  in  North  Carolina;  we  are  a  dif - 
3rent  and  distinctive  college,  providing  a  quality  of 
ducational  experience  not  generally  available. 

2.  Mount  Olive  is  an  independent  church -related 
jbllege  which  looks  to  private  sources  for  approximately 
brty  percent  of  its  annual  budget  of  $1,290,000.  Since  our 
jupport  is  voluntary,  it  must  come  from  people  who  be- 
feve  in  the  values  of  Christian  higher  education  and  who 
ecognize  the  vital  relationships  between  independent 
jigher  education,  the  process  of  democratic  government, 
nd  our  system  of  free  enterprise. 

3.  Mount  Olive  College  has  demonstrated  its  value 
nd  contribution  to  mankind.  During  our  brief  history 
e  have  provided  educational  opportunities  for  nearly 
,500  students,  many  of  whom  otherwise  could  not  have 
arthered  their  education. 

4.  We  have  proved  our  capacity  to  grow.  From  a  fund 
f  $6.17,  when  we  located  in  Mount  Oive,  we  have  develop  - 
ped  assets  of  more  than  $3. 5  million,  including  a  modern 
ampus  of  110  acres  with  six  buildings,  whose  value  now 
xceeds  $3  million,  and  an  endowment  valued  at  $500,000. 

5.  We  are  planning  for  continued  growth  and  develop- 
ment. Our  enrollment  is  up  seven  percent  over  last 
ear,  and  by  the  fall  of  1976,  when  we  will  celebrate 


the  twenty- fifth  anniversary  of  our  charter,  we  antici- 
pate a  minimum  of  400  students.  Specifications  have 
been  prepared  for  our  next  two  buildings- -a  College 
Union  and  a  Physical  Education  Center -- and  funds  for 
these  facilities  are  now  being  sought. 

Giving  Where  It  Counts 

All  colleges  seek  voluntary  support,  but  at  Mount 
Olive,  your  gifts  truly  make  a  difference- -a  difference 
in  whether  or  not  many  deserving  students  have  the  op- 
portunity of  a  college  education.  In  addition,  at  Mount 
Olive  College  you  can  personalize  your  giving  and  see 
the  results  of  your  investments  in  both  the  develop- 
ment of  a  beautiful  campus  and  in  the  unfolding  of  human 
lives. 

Anyone  can  give  away  his  resources,  but  to  give  where 
it  makes  a  lasting  difference  is  another  matter,  and  that 
is  why  your  support  of  Mount  Olive  College  is  important 
to  both  you  and  to  us. 

Memorials  and  Lasting  Investments 

If  you  would  like  to  show  your  appreciation  for  some- 
one in  a  meaningful  way,  or  if  you  would  like  to  make 
an  investment  that  will  last  beyond  your  years  on  this 
earth,  Mount  Olive  College  offers  opportunities  that  are 
both  rewarding  and  convenient.  The  amount  of  your 
investment  is  completely  open  and  the  methods  of  funding 
it  are  probably  much  broader  than  you  are  aware. 

If  you  have  the  desire  to  do  something  that  will  make 
life  better  for  others  and  enrich  your  own  life  with  deep 
satisfaction,  you  have  already  taken  the  first  step. 
Mount  Olive  College  will  be  glad  to  outline  many  op- 
portunities and  suggest  appropriate  ways  for  you  to 
fulfill  your  aspiration.  You  may  mail  the  form  below  or 
call:  Dr.  W.  Burkette  Raper,  President,  Mount 
Olive  College,  Mount  Olive,  North  Carolina  28365; 
telephones:  office,  658-2502;  home,  658-3855. 


I  am  interested  in  establishing  a  memorial. 


I  would  like  to  discuss  the  possibilities  of 
a  meaningful  and  lasting  investment  in 
Christian  higher  education. 


Other 


Name 


Address- 


City 


State 


Zip- 


Telephone 


Best  Time  to  Call- 


"A  man  lives  as  long  as  the  thing  in  which  he  invests 
lives. " 
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SUNDAY,  NOVEMBER  3 

Scripture  Reading-  -Colossians  3: 

16 

The  Bible  Is  the  Book 

A  noted  orator  asked  Dickens  for 
the  most  pathetic  story  in  literature, 
and  he  said  it  was  that  of  the  prodi- 
gal son.  Mr.  Coleridge  was  asked 
for  the  richest  passage  in  literature, 
and  he  said  it  was  the  first  sixteen 
verses  in  the  fifth  chapter  of  Matthew 
Another  asked  Daniel  Webster  for 
the  greatest  legal  digest,  and  he  re- 
plied that  it  was  the  Sermon  on  the 
Mount.  No  one  has  equaled  Moses 
for  law,  nor  David  for  poetry,  nor 
Isaiah  for  visions,  nor  Jesus  for 
ethics,  nor  Peter  for  holy  zeal,  nor 
Apollos  for  fiery  oratory,  nor  Paul 
for  logic,  nor  John's  statements  of 
sanctified  love.  What  a  ridiculous 
statement  that  to  study  the  Bible 
"marks  a  step  backward  in  educa- 
tion!" God's  Word  is  the  very 
greatest  of  all  books,  and  its  Author 
is  the  very  greatest  of  all  teachers. 
We  do  well  to  stay  close  to  its  pages. 
It  is  the  Book. - -Christian  Action. 

Prayer  Thought 

However  impressive  one's  grand 
quotations  are  and  however  well- 
remembered  are  the  great  works  of 
literature,  none  can  surpass- -yea, 
even  compare  with- -the  Book  of 
books- -the  Holy  Word  and  its  con- 
tents. 

MONDAY,  NOVEMBER  4 

Scripture  Reading- -Romans  8:28 
Jenny  Lind's  Choice 

The  Swedish  Nightingale,  Jenny 
Lind,  won  great  success  as  an  opera- 
tic singer,  and  money  poured  into  her 
purse.  Yet  she  left  the  stage  while 
she  was  singing  her  best,  and  never 
returned  to  it.  She  must  have  missed 
the  money,  the  fame,  and  the  applause 
of  thousands,  but  she  was  content  to 
live  in  privacy.  Once  an  English 
friend  found  her  sitting  on  the 
sea  sands  with  a  Bible  on  her  knee, 
looking  out  into  the  glory  of  the  sun- 
set. They  talked,  and  the  conversa- 
tion    drew  near  to  the  inevitable 


question:  "Oh,  Madame  Gold- 
schmidt,  how  is  it  that  you  came  to 
abandon  the  stage  at  the  very  height 
of  your  success?"  "When,  every- 
day," was  the  quiet  answer,  "it  made 
me  think  less  of  this  (laying  a  fin- 
ger on  the  Bible)  and  nothing  at 
all  of  that  (pointing  to  the  sunset), 
what  else  could  I  do?" --Mrs. 
Charles  E.  Cowman. 

Prayer  Thought 

Self- consumption  is  a  malady. 
When  one  loses  sight  of  all  else  save 
himself,  he  reaches  the  point  of  dis- 
interest even  in  that  which  could 
provide  the  epitome  of  supreme  con- 
tentment. Happiness  and  true  ful- 
fillment are  never  achieved  until  one 
sees  beyond  himself. 


TUESDAY,  NOVEMBER  5 

Scripture  Reading- -Acts  20:28 
Omnipresent 

One  day  the  telephone  in  the  of- 
fice of  the  rector  of  President  Roose- 
velt's Washington  church  rang,  and  an 
eager  voice  said,  "Tell  me,  do  you 
expect  the  President  to  be  in  church 
this  Sunday?" 

"That,"  the  rector  explained 
patiently,  "I  cannot  promise.  But  we 
expect  God  to  be  there,  and  we  fancy 
that  will  be  incentive  enough  for  a 
reasonsably  large  attendance."-- 
Reader's  Digest. 

Prayer  Thought 

Notables  often  amass  great  audi- 
ences when  it  is  known  that  they  are 
expected  to  be  present  for  a  gather- 
ing. However  prestigious  and  bene- 
ficial their  presence,  they  can  never 
make  the  favorable  impression  of  the 
heavenly  Father  when  men  are  cogni- 
zant to  his  "position." 

WEDNESDAY,  NOVEMBER  6 

Scripture  Reading- -Psalm  36:7 
A  Dog's  Appeal 

F.  B.  Meyer  told  of  once  having 
a  dog  which  he  used  to  feed  at  the 
table,  until  his  wife  objected.  The 
dog  seemed  to  sense  the  cause  of  be- 
ing refused  food  while  the  family 
were  at  their  meal,  so  he  used  to 
crawl  under  the  table  when  the  wife 
was  not  looking  and  sit  with  his 
nose  resting  upon  his  master's  knee. 
The  silent,  expectant  faith  of  that 
dog's  appeal  was  too  much  for  Dr. 
Meyer  and  when  the  wife  was  not 
looKing,  ne  used  to  slip  choice  mor- 
sels of  food  under  the  table  and  into 
the  waiting  expectant  mouth  of  the 
dumb  animal.  Reach  the  hand  of 
faith  up  to  God  in  expectancy  and 
He  will  not  fail.  "According  to  your 
faith  be  it  unto  you. "- -Western  Re- 
corder. 


Prayer  Thought 
Even  in  secrecy,  we  can  app<| 
to  God  and  expect  our  needs  to  I 
met.  While  others  may  deny  I 
He  never  will;  rather,  he  "ov(j 
feeds"  us  with  the  bread  of  li 
Sad  it  is  that  we  too  frequently  II 
not  in  a  position  to  enjoy  the  "fooc  ' 

THURSDAY,  NOVEMBER  7 

Scripture  Reading- -2  Timothys 

7,  8 

"Not  in  Vain  Have  I  Been  I" 

If  this  bit  of  earth  may  be 
Stronger  for  the  strength  I  bri:| 
Sweeter  for  the  songs  I  sing, 
Happier  for  the  path  I  tread, 
Lighter  for  the  light  I  shed, 
Richer  for  the  gifts  I  give, 
Purer  for  the  life  I  live, 
Nobler  for  the  death  I  die, 
Not  in  vain  have  I  been  I. 

- -Selected. 

Prayer  Thought 

If,  even  in  what  we  consider  c 
insignificant  contribution  to  1 
world,  we  can  touch  just  one  life 
a  favorable  manner;  then,  our  I 
ing  shall  not  be  in  vain. 

FRIDAY,  NOVEMBER  8 

Scripture  Reading- -Titus  2:4 
Fractions  and  Mothers 

A  teacher  in  one  of  our  pub: 
schools  put  this  question  to  litfl 
James  in  the  arithmetic  clar, 
"James,  suppose  your  mother  mai 
a  peach  pie,  and  there  were  tenij 
you  at  the  table- -your  mother  ep 
father  and  eight  children- -how  mm 
of  the  pie  would  you  get?"  fl 
ninth,  ma'am,"  was  the  prompt  El 
swer.  "No,  no,  James.  Now  SI 
attention,"  said  the  teacher.  "Theft 
are  ten  of  you.  Ten,  rememb<. 
Don't  you  know  your  fractions!' 
"Yes,  ma'am,"  was  the  swift  rej? 
of  little  James,  "I  know  my  frafr 
tions,  but  I  know  my  mother,  tc. 
She'd  say  that  she  didn't  want  ay 
pie.  "  -  -  Presbyterian  National. 

Prayer  Thought 
Nothing   surpasses   the  love  i\ 
selflessness  of  a  genuinely  Christi I 
mother.    Every  individual  can  leap 
much  from  the  story  above. 

SATURDAY,  NOVEMBER  9 

Scripture  Reading- -Ezekiel  28:' 
Have  You  Time? 

A  visitor  to  an  art  gallery  n-. 
ticed  a  woman  on  her  hands  ei 
knees  scrubbing  a  floor.  "He 
many  beautiful  things  there  a! 
here!"  she  exclaimed  in  a  frienc 
tone.  "I  s'pose  so,  ma'am,  if i 
body  has  time  to  look  up,"  was  h" 
answer.  With  less  excuse,  many- 
us  go  through  God's  wonderful  woiil 
(Continued  on  Page  5) 
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BIBLE 


QUESTIONS 

aid 
ANSWERS 


Conducted  by  J.  P.  BARROW 

Route  1,  Box  475,  LaGrange,  North  Carolina  28551 


Question:  Can  it  be  possible  that 
man  who  is  spiritually  dead  is 
isponsible  for  not  accepting  Christ 
3  his  Saviour?  It  seems  that  he 
lould  not  be  responsible  for  anything 
i  the  spiritual  realm  since  he  is 
lactive  and  not  sensitive  in  that 
jalm. 

Answer:     This     man     that  is 
ipiritually  dead  is  physically  alive 
id  may   accept  or  reject  Christ 
\  his  own  will  when  He  is  present - 
h  to  him.   The  Word  of  God,  which 
i  an  appeal  is  presented  to  him, 
is  been  written  and  is  used  by  the 
oly  Spirit  who  remains  in  the  Word, 
his  gospel  (good  news)  has  been  so 
apernaturally  brought  into  being  that 
!  carries  with  it  that  enablement 
'  lat  fits  one  for  the  reception  of  the 
Message  as  it  is  presented.  "For 
\e  word  of  God  is  quick,  and  power - 
'     and  sharper  than  any  twoedged 
vord,  piercing  even  to  the  dividing 
"Isunder  of  soul  and  spirit,  and  of  the 
unts  and  marrow,  and  is  a  discern - 
;  jj-  of  the  thoughts  and  intents  of  the 
iWt"  (Hebrews  4:12);  "For  I  am  not 
'shamed  of  the  gospel  of  Christ: 
jr  it  is  the  power  of  God  unto  sal- 
;  ition  to  every  one  that  believeth; 
•}  the  Jew  first,  and  also  to  the 
reek.  For  therein  is  the  righteous - 
,  ,?ss  of  God  revealed  from  faith  to 
iith:  as  it  is  written,  The  just  shall 
ye  by  faith.  .  .  .  For  the  invisible 
ungs  of  him  from  the  creation  of  the 
brld  are  clearly  seen,  being  under- 
wood by  the  things  that  are  made, 
*  /en  his  eternal  power  and  Godhead; 
6  i  that  they  are  without  excuse" 
tomans  1:16,  17,  20). 
)The  Holy  Spirit,  the  third  per- 
r  pn  of  the  blessed  Trinity,  has  been 
!  bnt  by  Christ  and  by  God  the  Father 
,  I  take  the  place  of  Christ  in  teach - 
ig  and  making  us  to  understand  the 
(  lings  of  Christ.    While  Christ  has 
turned  to  the  Father,  being  placed 
'  l  His   right   hand  on  the  throne 
e*    intercede  for  us,  so  has  the  Holy 
jnrit  taken  the  things  of  Christ ,  mak- 
s  g  them  to  be  understood  by  us .  "  But 
11  ien  the  Comforter  is  come,  whom  I 
"Ml  send  unto  you  from  the  Father, 
/en  the  Spirit  of  truth,  which  pro- 
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ceedeth  from  the  Father,  he  shall 
testify  of  me"  (John  15:26);  "Howbeit 
when  he,  the  Spirit  of  truth,  is  come, 
he  will  guide  you  into  all  truth:  for 
he  shall  not  speak  of  himself;  but 
whatsoever  he  shall  hear,  that  shall 
he  speak:  and  he  will  shew  you 
things  to  come.  He  shall  glorify 
me:  for  he  shall  receive  of  mine, 
and  shall  shew  it  unto  you.  All 
things  that  the  Father  hath  are  mine: 
therefore  said  I,  that  he  shall  take 
of  mine,  and  shall  shew  it  unto  you" 
(John  16:13-15). 

I  thank  God  that  this  problem  is 
solved.  God  has  provided  for  us  in 
the  sending  of  the  Holy  Spirit  and  in 
His  writing  for  us  the  Word  which 
He  is  always  in.  He  has  sufficient 
power  to  cause  us  to  understand  the 
Word  in  such  a  manner  as  to  have  it 
applied  to  our  personal  needs  as  we 
respond  and  accept  it.  "He  that  be- 
lieveth on  the  Son  hath  everlasting 
life:  and  he  that  believeth  not  the 
Son  shall  not  see  life;  but  the  wrath 
of  God  abideth  on  him"  (John  3: 
36). 

In  spite  of  our  depraved  nature  we 
still  have  the  power  to  receive  or 
to  reject  God's  Holy  word  and  make 
personal  application  of  it;  because 
"All  scripture  is  given  by  inspira- 
tion of  God,  and  is  profitable  for 
doctrine,  for  reproof ,  for  correction, 
for  instruction  in  righteousness:  That 
the  man  of  God  may  be  perfect, 
throughly  furnished  unto  all  good 
works"  (2  Timothy  3:16,  17).  (See 
and  compare  2  Peter  1:19-21.)  "For 
the  prophecy  came  not  in  old  time  by 
the  will  of  man:  but  holy  men  of 
God  spake  as  they  were  moved  by 
the   Holy   Ghost"    (2   Peter  1:21). 

George  H.  Sandison  answers  a 
similar  question  on  Page  318,  319 
in  his  book,  1000  Difficult  Bible 
Questions  Answered,  as  follows: 

"A  man  is  responsible  if  he  re- 
jects the  offer  of  Christ,  because 
he  is  physically  alive  and  knows 
what  he  is  doing.  The  offer  of 
Christ  is  'Arise  from  the  dead  and 
Christ  shall  give  thee  life'  (Ephe- 
sians  5:14).  The  Holy  Spirit  is  a 
quickener  and  it  will  be  given  to  those 
who  ask  for  it.    Suppose  a  man  is 


dead  to  art.  The  most  beautiful 
picture  or  statue  does  not  appeal 
to  him.  Some  artist  makes  his 
acquaintance  and  shows  him  the 
beauty  of  color,  teaches  him  how  to 
recognize  the  perfection  of  form. 
That  side  of  his  nature  becomes 
alive  and  he  learns  to  appreciate 
the  beauty  of  art.  The  influence  of 
Christ  is  infinitely  greater.  The 
man  who  desires  to  be  saved  mourns 
over  the  deadness  of  his  nature  and 
prays  to  be  quickened,  and  Christ 
speedily  quickens  him.  It  is  true 
that  salvation  is  God's  work,  but  He 
does  not  force  it  upon  an  unwilling 
man.  Christ  came  that  men,  though 
they  were  dead,  might  have  life  (John 
11:25)." 

Being  alive  physically  and  able  to 
function  as  a  natural  man,  one  has 
certain  obligations  to  the  law  govern- 
ing him  in  this  realm.  We  have 
moral  laws  against  theft,  rape,  mur- 
der, assault,  etc.  Now  any  that  have 
not  met  the  requirement  Jesus  placed 
on  the  unsaved  in  such  passages  as 
John  3:3,  5,  and  36  is  still  obliged 
to  carry  out  his  activities  under 
natural  and  civil  law,  requiring  him 
to  remain  in  such  moral  bounds  as 
the  above  confine  him  to  such.  A 
spiritually  dead  person  finds  himself 
responsible  to  civil  authorities  so  it 
should  not,  I  think,  be  so  hard  for 
a  rationally  minded  unsaved  person 
to  accept  his  responsibility  under 
the  biblical  requirements  for  such  to 
be  saved. 

When  Paul  and  Silas  appealed  to  the 
Philippian  jailer  in  Acts  16:31,  it 
appeared  the  logical  and  natural 
thing  for  him  to  do  was  to  believe 
so  he  and  his  whole  house,  who  were 
dead  spiritually,  were  made  alive 
spiritually  and  were  saved.  So  this 
jailer  at  once  began  to  wash  the 
blood  from  the  stripes  he  had  put 
upon  them  earlier,  when  he  was  yet 
dead  in  trespasses  and  sins.  That 
is  the  kind  of  change  that  will  come  to 
you  when  you  respond  to  the  gospel 
appeal  as  did  this  jailer. 

FAMILY  FIRESIDE 

(Continued  from  Page  4) 

in  the  same  way.  We  have  no  time 
to  look  up  and  admire  the  glorious 
things  God  has  showered  around  us. 
--Christian  Herald. 

Prayer  Thought 

Our  lower  sights  are  most  often 
developed  to  a  greater  degree  than 
are  our  upper  sights.  If  we  set 
out  sights  above  and  develop  them, 
what  glorious  things  could  await  us! 

(Devotions  used  by  permission, 
Knight's  Master  Book  of  Il- 
lustrations, Eerdmans  Press.) 


MISSIONS? 


Joseph  Ingram       ^v^^-^Vv^  1 
Director-Treasurer  —  • — 


(Circle) 
Tarboro,  First  Church 
Tee's  Chapel  Church 
Trinity  Church 
Victory  Mission 
Watkins  Community 

Mission 
West  Clinton  Church 
West  Hillsborough  Church 
White  Oak  Church 
Winterville  Church 
Dale  Wright 

Total  Contributions 


25.i 
238. 
50.1 
23. 

35.i 

225. 
75.1 
50.1 
75.1 
213.' 
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$9,590.1 


HOME  MISSIONS  CONTRIBUTIONS 
(July  1,  1974- -September  30,  1974) 

Listed  below  are  the  contributions 
made  to  the  Home  Missions  Depart- 
ment of  the  North  Carolina  State 
Convention  of  Original  Free  Will 
Baptists  from  July  1,  1974,  through 
September  30,  1974: 

John  Adcox  $  10.00 

North  Carolina  Woman's 

Auxiliary  604.85 

Ralph  Aycock  100.00 

Ayden  Church  100.00 

Gary  Bailey  30.00 

Black  Jack  Church  335.93 
Bethany  Church 

(Winterville)  60.89 
Bethany  Church 

(Wadesboro)  48.50 

Bethel  Church  (Merritt)  100.00 

Beulaville  Church  25.00 

Seba  Blackman  10.00 

Bridgeton  Church  44.00 

Cape  Fear  Conference  85.00 

Calvary  Church  75.00 

Core  Creek  Sunday  School  20.00 

Core  Creek  Church  50.00 

Crab  Point  Church  78.24 

Daniels  Chapel  100.00 
Dilda's  Grove  Sunday  School  50.00 

Eastwood  Church  525.00 

Eastwood  Mission  50.00 

Edgewood  Church  30.00 

Elm  Grove  Church  10.00 

Everett's  Chapel  209.00 
Everett's  Chapel 

Sunday  School  20.00 


Everett's  Chapel 

15. 

00 

Woman's  Auxiliary 

Faith  Church 

300. 

00 

Eastern  Fifth  Union 

20. 

00 

Eastern  Fifth 

Sunday  School  Con. 

10. 

00 

Kenneth  Forehand 

200. 

00 

Free  Union  (Nash) 

30 

00 

Friendship  Church 

200 

00 

Friendship  League 

62 

25 

Rev.  Foy  Futrelle 

50 

00 

Western  First  Union 

100 

00 

Folkstone  Church 

60 

00 

Friendship  Church 

25 

00 

Goldsboro,  First  Church 

200 

00 

Mrs.  Levi  Gray 

25 

00 

W.  D.  Gurganus 

10 

00 

Greenville,  First  Church 

100 

00 

Gum  Swamp  Church 

50 

00 

Harrell's  Chapel 

300 

00 

Hickory  Chapel  80.57 

Hickory  Grove  80.00 

Holly  Springs  Church  600.00 

Hugo  Church  50.00 

Hull  Road  Church  75.00 

Lawrence  Higgins  5.00 

Hopewell  Church  200.00 

Howell  Swamp  Church  25.00 

Eula  Jones  15.00 

Dean  Kennedy  25.00 

Arthur  Kennedy  50.00 

Percy  Kennedy  25.00 
King's  Cross  Road 

Church  20.65 

Lanier's  Chapel  50.00 

Lee's  Chapel  105.00 

Living  Waters  Church  50.00 

Marsh  Swamp  Church  25.00 

John  Melaneon  5.00 

Memorial  Chapel  25.00 

Mission  Rallies  (Cash)  127.78 

Mt.  Tabor  Church  20.00 
Mt.  Zion  Church  (Chinquapin)  50.00 
Oak  Grove  Church  (Elm  City)  72.50 
Oak  Grove  Auxiliary 

(Vanceboro)  10.50 

Old  Saints  Delight  Church  50.00 

Oriental  Church  50.00 

Owen's  Chapel  Church  50.00 

C.  A.  Padgett  2.00 

Peace  Church  100.00 

Piedmont  Conference  100.00 

Pleasant  Hill  Church  150.00 
Piney  Grove  Sunday 

School  50.00 

Powhatan  Church  53.54 

Rose  Hill  Sunday  School  30.00 

Sarecta  Chapel  50.00 

Sandy  Plain  Church  127.63 

Saratoga  Church  100.00 
Central  Second  Sunday 

School  Convention  200.00 

Selma  Church  50.00 

Sherron  Acres  Church  192.50 

Shiloh  Church  129.53 

Elizabeth  Simpson  5.00 

St.  Mary's  Grove  90.00 

St.  Mary's  (Kenly)  150.00 

St.  Mary's  (New  Bern)  25.00 
St.  Mary's  Bible 

Class  (New  Bern)  10.00 

George  Smith  5.00 

Smithfield,  First  Church  62.50 

Snow  Hill  (Albertson)  200.00 

Sound  View  Church  44.08 

Spring  Hill  (Goldsboro)  100.00 

Stony  Hill  Church  25.00 

Sweet  Gum  Grove  50.00 
Tarboro,  First  Church 


VOLUNTARY  MISSION  SERVICE; 


The  Home  Missions  Departmll 
of  the  North  Carolina  State  Cm 
vention  of  Original  Free  Will  Ba! 
tists  has  agreed  to  accept  the  voli 
tary  services  of  the  Rev.  Harry), 
Jones.  Mr.  Jones  is  offering  to  I 
to  any  church  on  his  nights  off  frcs 
his  regular  pastoral  services.  1 
states  his  services  are  available  II 
first,  third,  and  fifth  Sunday  nigh 
and  any  Wednesday  night. 

You  may  contact  Mr.  Jones  I 
writing  P.  O.  Box  523,  Ayden,  Noib 
Carolina  28513,  or  telephoning  7|l 
6082.  You  may  also  contact  SI 
Rev.  Taylor  Hill,  director -treasurt 
of  the  Home  Missions  Departme 
Arsenal  Avenue,  Fayetteville,  Nora 
Carolina  28305,  or  telephoning  48- 
3980. 


EASTWOOD  MISSION  NEWS 

I  am  writing  to  let  our  readri 
know  the  many  wonderful  blessirs 
that  God  has  bestowed  upon  the  Eai< 
wood  Free  Will  Baptist  Mission,  t 
you  already  know,  our  mission bejt 
in  May  of  this  year.  We've  real 
come  a  long  way  since  then.  O 
average  attendance  in  Sunday  schnl 
has  been  23.  Attendance  in  the  wc- 
ship  services  has  averaged  around  I 

On  the  last  Sunday  in  May,  we  U 
an  open -house  day.    We  had  a  gcc 
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jirnout  from  various  churches,  in- 
uding  Eastwood  Free  Will  Baptist 
hurch  and  West  Clinton  Free  Will 
'aptist  Church.  We  spread  dinner 
E  the  ground  and  had  an  afternoon 
'  singing.  We  also  established  the 
ist  Sunday  in  May  as  our  annual 
Lmecoming  day. 


Pictured  above  is  a  bus  load  from  the 
istwood  Mission  of  Fayetteville  which 
on  the  Youth  Attendance  Banner  in 
ctober  with  an  attendance  of  45  at  the 
»uth  rally. 

In  July,    we  had  vacation  Bible 
hool  with  an  average  attendance  of 
7.    The  Lord  really  blessed  us  and 
11  the  children  enjoyed  the  activities, 
he  last  week  in  July  we  had  a  won- 
5rful   revival.      Two  souls  were 
aved,  making  a  total  of  six  souls 
lijton  to  the  Lord  since  the  mission 
}|&gan.      In   a  Sunday   service  at 
ijastwood  Free  Will  Baptist  Church, 
lfe  baptized  five  new  converts  and  we 
/pw  have  one  waiting  for  baptism. 

J  Our  turnouts  for  the  youth  rallies 
iflave  really  been  great.  We  usually 
Ijyerage  about  24  youths.  This  month, 
ll|f  the  October  youth  rally,  we  won  the 
inner  with  45  in  attendance.  We 
ad  a  wonderful  time  in  the  Lord. 

"j  We  are  continuing  to  ask  for  your 
yayers  and  support,  and  may  God 
'tchly  bless  each  and  every  one  of 
fpu  for  your  kindness  and  concern. 

1 

jfl  Christian  service, 

niton  D.  Howard,  Director -Pastor 


I  j  CAPE  FEAR  YOUTH  SUPPORTS 
it  HOME  MISSIONS 


The  Cape  Fear  Youth  Conference 
p-ned  in  their  financial  support 
|r  Home  Missions  on  Saturday, 
jctober  5,  in  the  amount  of  $1,561. 
).  They  chose  Home  Missions  for 
eir  1974  project.  The  rally  had 
ie  of  the  largest  attendances  ever 
id  was  hosted  by  the  Eastwood 
lurch  in  Fayetteville. 


Pictured  above  are  the  Cape  Fear 
Youth  Conference  officers.  Back  row, 
left  to  right:  Tommy  Wood,  music 
director;  Mrs.  Jerry  Denning,  youth  dir- 
ector; and  Jacona  West,  pianist.  Front 
row,  left  to  right:  Susan  Lloyd,  secre- 
tary; Jeff  Daughtry,  president;  and  Taylor 
Hill,  Home  Missions'  director -treasurer. 

The  contributors  are  as  follows: 
Youth  Conference  Officers  $  97.00 

Bethel  Church  100.00 

Eastwood  100.00 

Goldsboro,  First  150.00 

Johnston  Union  100.00 

Palmer  Memorial  100.00 

Pleasant  Grove  180.50 

Riverside  100.00 

St.  Mary's  Grove  100.00 

West  Clinton  105.00 

Wooten's  Chapel  100.00 

Yelverton's  Grove  229.00 

Tee's  Chapel  lOQ.QQ 

Total  $1,561.50 


STUDY  COURSE  ON  MISSIONS 
The  Rev.  Joseph  Ingram,  director  - 
treasurer  on  the  North  Carolina 
State  Board  of  Missions,  will  conduct 
a  study  course  on  "Missions"  at  the 
Saint  Mary's  Free  Will  Baptist 
Church,  New  Bern,  Sunday  evening, 
November  10,  beginning  at  7:30.  Mrs. 
Adaline  Gray,  missions  chairman  of 
the  Eastern  District,  urges  all  the 
auxiliaries  of  the  district  to  attend, 
and  others  outside  the  district  are 
extended  a  cordial  invitation.  Fur- 
ther information  on  the  study  course 
will  appear  in  the  next  issue  of  "The 
Free  Will  Baptist." 


TOO  HOT  TO  HANDLE 

Bishop  Evin  Berggrav,  primate  of 
the  Norwegian  Lutheran  Church,  who 
was  under  Nazi  guard,  is  reported 
to  have  gotten  peculiar  treatment 
from  his  captors.  It  is  said  that 
his  eleven-man  guard  was  changed 
constantly  to  prevent  their  coming 
under  his  strong  spiritual  influence. 
--The  Pathfinder. 


The 


Unmitigated 


by  the  Rev.  R.  P.  Hams 


Scriptural  Basis:  "All  scripture 
is  given  by  inspiration  of  God,  and  is 
profitable  for  doctrine,  for  reproof, 
for  correction,  for  instruction  in 
righteousness:  That  the  man  of  God 
may  be  perfect,  throughly  furnished 
unto  all  good  works'.'  (2  Timothy  3: 
16,  17). 

THE  PRESENT  MINISTRY 
OF  OUR  LORD 

Some  people  find  it  difficult  to 
determine  just  what  the  present  min  - 
istry  of  the  Lord  is.  We  sometimes 
remark  that  the  work  of  the  Lamb 
slain  from  the  foundation  of  the  world 
was  finished  when  He  gave  up  the 
ghost  on  the  Cross.  However,  we 
must  now  know  that  that  refers  only  to 
the  end  of  His  suffering  and  the  full 
ransom  payment  for  the  sins  of  the 
whole  world.  After  His  death,  He 
arose  from  the  dead,  ascended  into 
the  heavens,  and  is  now  serving  as 
the  believer's  High  Priest.  (See 
Hebrews  4:14;  10:12.) 

Our  Lord  is  seated  at  the  right 
hand  of  God  in  heaven,  performing 
His  duties  as  our  High  Priest.  The 
duties  of  a  High  Priest  pertain  to 
the  relationship  of  man  to  his  God. 
This  was  a  very  important  office  for 
God's  people  when  it  was  first 
established  in  the  family  of  Aaron. 
As  time  passed  by,  the  office  be- 
came more  and  more  prominent  and 
meaningful.  Now  that  our  Lord  is 
filling  the  office  it  should  have  even 
greater  meaning  than  ever  before. 
The  reason  for  this  is  obvious:  He 
is  charged  with  the  performance  deal  - 
ing  with  all  our  relationships 
with  God.  He  is  our  Mediator; 
that  is,  He  deals  with  the  problem 
of  sin  which  separates  us  from  God. 
He  deals  with  all  problems  con- 
cerning our  reconciliation.  He  paid 
the  price  of  our  sins,  He  removed 
all  guilt,  and  now  He  presents  us  to 
(Continued  on  Page  11) 
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Homecoming  Celebration 
At  Free  Union,  Pinetown 

The  annual  homecoming  celebra- 
tion will  be  observed  at  the  Free 
Union  Free  Will  Baptist  Church, 
Route  1,  Pinetown,  Sunday,  Novem- 
ber 3.  The  day's  activities  will  be- 
gin with  Sunday  school  at  10  a.  m., 
followed  by  the  morning  worship  ser- 
vice at  eleven,  with  the  pastor,  the 
Rev.  Francis  Garner,  delivering  the 
homecoming  message.  At  the  noon 
hour,  lunch  will  be  served  on  the 
church  grounds. 

An  afternoon  memorial  service  is 
planned  at  1:30,  to  be  followed  by  an 
inspirational  songfest  featuring  the 
"Joy  Quartet"  of  Norfolk,  Virginia. 
All  former  pastors,  former  mem- 
bers, and  friends  are  cordially  in- 
vited to  join  the  pastor  and  church 
membership  in  the  celebration  of  this 
occasion. 


Pleasant  Hill  Revival 
Scheduled  for  November  4- 


A  series  of  revival  services  are 
planned  for  the  Pleasant  Hill  Free 
Will  Baptist  Church,  Route  2,  Pike- 
ville,  the  week  of  November  4-9, 
with  the  Rev.  Fred  A.  Rivenbark  of 
Goldsboro  serving  as  guest  evange- 
list. Mr.  Rivenbark  will  be  assisted 
in  the  7:30  p.  m.  services  by  the 


pastor  of  the  church,  the  Rev.  Dwight 
Hawley.  A  cordial  invitation  is 
issued  to  the  public  to  be  in  atten- 
dance. 


Revival  in  Progress 
At  Rose  Hill  Church 

Revival  services  are  in  progress 
this  week,  continuing  through  Friday 
evening,  November  1,  at  the  Rose 
Hill  Free  Will  Baptist  Church,  Route 
1,  Winterville.  Services  are 
beginning  at  7:45  each  evening  with 
the  Rev.  Stewart  Humphrey,  pastor  of 
Gum  Swamp  church  near  Greenville, 
as  the  visiting  evangelist.  The  pas- 
tor, the  Rev.  N.  Dan  Beaman,  and 
the  church  membership  extend 
a  cordial  invitation  to  everyone  to 
attend  the  remainder  of  these  ser- 
vices and  to  be  much  in  prayer 
for   the   success   of  the  meeting. 


Peace  Church  Announces 
Fall  Revival 

The  Peace  Free  Will  Baptist 
Church  of  Pinetops  announces  its 
fall  revival  for  the  week  of  Novem- 
ber 3-8.  Services  will  begin  each 
evening  at  7:30  with  the  Rev.  Floyd 
B.  Cherry  of  Black  Creek  as  the 
guest  speaker.  He  will  be  assisted 
in  the  meeting  by  the  pastor,  the 
Rev.  Danny  Braswell.  Along  with 
good  gospel  preaching  each  evening, 
special  music  will  also  be  offered. 
A  warm  welcome  is  extended  to 
everyone  to  attend. 


Homecoming  at  White 
Oak  Church  and  Revival 

The  White  Oak  Original  Free  Will 
Baptist  Church  of  Bladenboro  will 
observe  its  annual  homecoming  cele- 
bration on  Sunday,  November  3.  Ser- 
vices for  the  day  will  begin  with 
Sunday  school  at  9:45  a.  m.  with  the 
Rev.  C.  F.  Bowen  of  Wilson  teaching 
the  combined  adult  Sunday  school 
classes.  At  the  worship  hour,  the 
Rev,  Frank  Brinson  of  Morehead 
City  will  bring  the  homecoming 
message.  Dinner  will  be  served  on 
the  church  grounds  at  the  noon  hour. 
An  afternoon  service  of  singing  has 
been  planned  featuring  the  Grace 
Quartet  from  Morehead  City.  The 


public  is  cordially  invited  to  attenj 
This  same  Sunday  night  the  Re, 
Frank  Brinson  will  begin  a  seritl 
of  revival  messages  at  the  WhilU 
Oak  church.  Everyone  is  also  invit€|. 
to  attend  these  services. 


Robert  May  to  Conduct 
Pleasant  Grove  Revival 


The  Rev.  Robert  May  of  Ahoslji 
will  be  the  guest  minister  for  9 
vival  services  at  the  Pleasant  Groi 
Free  Will  Baptist  Church,  Route  I 
Pikeville,  the  week  of  Novemb|) 
4-9.  Each  evening  at  7:15  prayji 
rooms  will  be  provided  with  I 
evening  services  beginning  at  7:c| 
The  pastor,  the  Rev.  James  Lui 
ton,  will  assist  in  the  services  v/hi) 
will  feature  special  singing  eai 
night.  The  pastor  and  the  churl 
membership  invite  the  public  to  I 
tend. 


Wintergreen  Church  Announces 
Homecoming  and  Revival 

On  Sunday,  November  3,  the  Wis 
tergreen  Free  Will  Baptist  Churl 
near  Cove  City  will  observe  its  horns' 
coming,  beginning  with  Sunday  sch(jt 
at  10  a.m.  At  the  morning  worst)) 
hour  the  pastor,  the  Rev.  Rudy  Sh^ 
ard,  will  bring  the  homecomill 
message.  This  will  be  followll 
with  a  picnic  lunch.  A  singspiiJ 
tion  has  been  planned  for  the  afte- 
noon.  The  pastor  and  the  chur 
members  invite  all  former  pastor* 
former  members,  and  friends  I 
attend. 

Monday  evening,  November  4,  coj 
tinuing  through  Saturday  evening,  N 
vember  9,  revival  services  will 
held  at  the  Wintergreen  church.  T 
Rev.  David  W.  Hansley  will  be  t 
evangelist  for  these  services  whi 
will  begin  each  evening  at  7:30.  I 
public  is  also  invited  to  attend  th€jJ 
services. 
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'jevival  and  Harvest  Day 
it  Oak  Grove  Church 
M  The  Oak  Grove  Free  Will  Bap- 
Mst  Church,  Route  3,  Elm  City,  has 
Miheduled   its  fall  revival  for  the 
eek  of  November  4-9,  beginning 
ijch  evening  at  7:30.    The  visiting 
^angelist  will  be  the  Rev.  Edward 
vartz  of  Bristol,  Tennessee.  The 
istor,  the  Rev.  George  Greene,  will 
;sist  in  the  services  which  will  fea- 
re  special  music  each  night.  The 
iblic  is  invited  to  attend. 
On  Sunday,  November  10,  the  Oak 
rove  church  will  hold  its  annual 
irvest  day.     Sunday  school  at  10 
m.  will  begin  the  day's  activities, 
llowed  with  the  worship  service  at 
even.  Dinner  will  be  served  on  the 
lurch  grounds  at  noon.    At  2  p.m. 
songfest  will  be  held,  featuring 
m    Kirkland    and   local  singers, 
lere  will  not  be  a  Sunday  evening 
srvice. 

The  pastor  and  the  church  mera- 
rs  give  to  you  a  special  invitation 

I  attend  all  these  services  you  pos- 

i  Dly  can. 


Illsberry  Revival 
9,  Progress 

I  Revival  services  are  in  progress 
[is  week,  continuing  through  Friday 
J/ening,  November  1,  at  the  Hills- 
'Wry  Free  Will  Baptist  Church  of 
jlinton.  Services  are  beginning  each 
/ening  at  7:30,  with  the  Rev.  L.  L. 
arker  of  Folkstone  as  the  evange- 
1  st.  Everyone  is  invited  to  attend 
!e  remainder   of  these  services. 


lolly  Springs  Songs  Services  Netted 
jver  $300  for  Children's  Home 

|  On  Sunday,  September  29,  the  Holly 
iprings  Free  Will  Baptist  Church  of 
ewport  held  a  song  service  using 
le  local  talent  of  the  church.  This 
Mjiurch  has  a  lot  of  talent  which  was 
teed  to  a  great  advantage  on  thisoc- 
t|asion.  During  the  service  a  special 
Offering  was  received  for  the 
llfhildren's  Home  at  Middlesex,  total  - 
I  jig  $313.11.  This  offering  was  sent 
C  )  the  Home  by  the  woman's  auxiliary 
ME  the  church  who  sponsored  the 
llervice. 

■i  Special  guests  for  the  service  were 
llr.  and  Mrs.  Sam  Weeks  of  the  Home 
Mho  brought  four  girls  from  the  Home 
'  nown  as  "The  Memorial  Chapel 
uartet. ' '  The  girls  were  as  follows: 
jinda  Mills,  Donna  and  Debra  Cone, 
nd  Joann  Anderson,  who  also  served 
is  pianist.  This  group  rendered 
'averal  selections. 

1  Local  groups  taking  part  in  the  sing 
lere  the  adult  choir;  the  youth  choir; 
lad  a  trio  consisting  of  Teresa  Mc- 
Cain, soprano;  Jan  Garner,  tenor; 
nd  Sandy  Wade,  alto  and  pianist. 


Also  participating  were  the  Young 
People's  Quartet,  consisting  of  Glen 
Riggs,  soprano;  Anita  Gould,  alto; 
Jerry  Starnes,  tenor,  and  Steve 
Starnes,  bass.  Mrs.  J.  B.  Starnes 
served  as  pianist.  The  King's  Trio 
consisting  of  Mrs.  Ann  Garner,  so- 
prano; Mrs.  Jeneane  Brumbaugh, 
tenor,  and  Mrs.  Addie  Starnes,  alto 
and  pianist,  also  rendered  several 
special  numbers. 

Everyone  enjoyed  hearing  the 
gospel  in  song  and  also  the  testi- 
monies that  were  given  during  the 
service.  The  Rev.  J.  B.  Starnes 
is  pastor  of  the  church. 


Dilda's  Grove  Revival 
November  4-9 

Revival  services  are  scheduled  for 
Dilda's  Grove  Free  Will  Baptist 
Church  near  Fountain  for  the  week 
of  November  4-9.  The  guest  minis- 
ter will  be  the  Rev.  C.  F.  Bowen 
of  Wilson.  Services  will  begin  each 
evening  at  7:30  with  the  pastor,  the 
Rev.  Luther  Bissette,  assisting  Mr. 
Bowen.  The  pastor  and  the  church 
membership  extend  a  warm  welcome 
to  everyone  to  attend  these  services. 


Revival  Services  in  Progress 
At  Core  Creek  Church 

Revival  services  are  in  progress 
this  week  at  Core  Creek  Free  Will 
Baptist  Church,  Cove  City,  with  the 
Rev.  Norman  Ard  of  Pink  Hill  doing 
the  preaching.  Services  which  are 
beginning  each  evening  at  7:30,  began 
Monday  evening,  October  28,  and  will 
continue  through  Friday  evening,  No- 
vember 1.  The  pastor,  the  Rev.  C. 
B.  Hansley  ,  is  assisting  in  the  ser- 
vices which  are  featuring  special 
music  each  evening.  The  pastor  and 
the  church  members  invite  everyone 
to  attend  the  remaining  nights  of  this 
meeting. 


Robert  D.  Jones  Conducting 
Wooten's  Chapel  Revival 

Following  homecoming  which  was 
held  at  Wooten's  Chapel  Free  Will 
Baptist  Church,  Route  3,  Raleigh, 
Sunday,  October  27,  revival  services 
began  that  evening  and  will  continue 
through  Friday  evening,  November  1. 
The  Rev.  Robert  D.  Jones  is  doing  the 
preaching  which  begins  each  evening 
at  7:30.  Fifteen  minutes  prior  to 
this  each  service,  special  prayer 
groups  are  held,  Mr.  Jones  is  a 
former  pastor  of  the  church  and  is  a 
compassionate  soul  winner,  seeking 
to  help  others  find  the  way  of  eternal 
life. 

Mrs.  Anne  B.  Hunt  is  directing 
the  music  and  her  eleven -year -old 


daughter,  Tina  Hunt,  whose  father 
is  serving  God  and  his  country  in 
Vietnam,  is  a  featured  highlight  each 
evening,  adding  inspiration  to  all. 
Tina  is  a  very  talented  young  lady, 
having  won  many  trophies  by  using 
her  talent  as  a  Christian  witness. 

The  pastor,  the  Rev.  J.  B.  Caton, 
and  concerned  Christians  invite  your 
prayerful  support  and  encourage  your 
attendance  to  the  remainder  of  these 
services  if  at  all  possible. 


Bethel  Church,  Four  Oaks 

To  Host  Cape  Fear  Conference 

The  Cape  Fear  Conference  of  Ori- 
ginal Free  Will  Baptists  of  North 
Carolina  will  convene  in  its  one 
hundred  twentieth  session  Thursday 
and  Friday,  October  31  and  No- 
vember 1,  at  the  Bethel  Free  Will 
Baptist  Church  of  Four  Oaks.  The 
Rev.  Edmundo  Gonzalez,  modera- 
tor, will  preside  at  the  meeting.  The 
Rev.  Cooper  Thompson  will  serve  as 
music  director.  Following  is  the 
scheduled  program: 

Thursday  Morning  Session 

9: 15-  -  Registration 
10:00- -Congregational  Singing 

--Scripture    and   Prayer,  the 
Rev.  Alton  D.  Howard 
10: 10- -Welcome,  the  Rev.  Edward  C. 
Taylor 

--Response,  the  Rev.  Billy  No- 
well 

10: 15- -Call  to  Order  by  Conference 
Secretary. 
--Registration  Rules  Explained 
by    Credentials  Committee 
Chairman,  the  Rev.  John  D. 
Hill 

-  -  Roll  Call  of  Officers 
--Roll  Call  of  Churches 
--Recognition  of  Visitors 
--Moderator's    Remarks,  the 

Rev.  Edmundo  Gonzalez 
--Appointment  of  Committees 
10:30- -Congregational  Singing 

--Sermon,  the  Rev.  John  Gilli- 

land 

11:00- -Report  of  Children's  Home 
11:15- -Song  and  Praise  Time 
11:30- -Sermon,  the  Rev.  Sexton  Vann 
12:00- -Recess  for  Lunch 

Thursday  Afternoon  Session 
1:15- -Congregational  Singing 
1:30- -Scripture   and   Prayer,  the 
Rev.  Edward  L.  Painter 
--Partial  Report  of  Credentials 

Committee 
--Report    of  Executive  Com- 
mittee 

--Report  of  Ordaining  Council, 
the  Rev.  R.  H.  Jackson 

-  -  Report  of  Cape  Fear  Sunday 

School  Convention,  Mr.  John 
Adcox 

Friday  Morning  Session 
10:00- -Congregational  Singing 
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--Scripture  and  Prayer,  Mr. 
Paul  Grubbs 

10:10-  -Report  of  Cape  Fear  Mis- 
sions,   Mr.  A.  F.  Ballance 

10:20- -Report  of  the  Woman's  Auxil- 
iary,  Mrs.    R.    H.  Jackson 

10:30- -Report  of  Cape  Fear  Minis- 
ter's Conference,  the  Rev. 
J.  C.  Hathaway 

10:35- -Report  of  Board  of  Educa- 
tion, Mr.  Milton  Wiggs 

10:40- -Congregational  Singing 

--Sermon,  the  Rev.  John  Ray - 
ford  Lee 


11:10- -Report  of  Mount  Olive  College 
11:25- -Song  and  Praise  Time 
11:45- -Sermon,  the  Rev.  Earl  Glenn 
12:15- -Recess  for  Lunch 

Friday  Afternoon  Session 
1:30- -Congregational  Singing 

--Scripture   and   Prayer,  the 
Rev.  C.  M.  Coats 
1:40 --Report  of  Denominational  En- 
terprises 
--Report  of  Temporary  Com- 
mittees 
--Treasurer's  Report 
--Closing  Business  Session 
-  -  Adjournment 


Pastor's  Appreciation  Day  at 
Juniper  Chapel  Church 


On  Sunday,  September  1,  the  mem- 
bers of  Juniper  Chapel  Free  Will 
Baptist  Church  near  Vanceboro 
honored  their  pastor  and  his  wife, 
the  Rev.  and  Mrs.  Eddie  Edwards. 
First  on  the  program  was  some 
special  singing  and  a  surprise  ap- 
preciation and  welcome  by  one  of  the 
YFA  girls,  Cindy  Morris.  She  then 
asked  the  pastor  and  Mrs.  Edwards 
to  come  to  the  front  of  the  church. 
She  told  them  that  the  YFA  had 
wanted  to  do  something  special  for 
them  and  had  asked  the  church  to 
participate  in  a  pastor's  appreciation 
Sunday,  keeping  it  a  surprise.  Susan 


Dixon,  another  YFA  member,  pinned 
a  lovely  corsage  of  yellow  carna- 
tions on  Mrs.  Edwards  and  a  yellow 
carnation  boutonniere  on  Mr.  Ed- 
wards. Sandra  Morris,  president  of 
the  YFA,  presented  to  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Edwards  a  beautiful  painting, 
"Grace',"  on  behalf  of  the  YFA. 
She  also  made  some  remarks  as  to 
how  much  everyone  appreciated  them 
and  what  they  meant  to  the  church. 
She  ended  her  remarks  by  offering 
a  prayer  of  thanksgiving  to  God  for 
sending  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Edwards  to  the 
church. 

Following  this  presentation,  Mr. 


Edwards  delivered  a  very  time 
message  on  the  topic,  "When  Chri 
Comes." 

After  the  service  a  bountiful  lun<' 
was  served  to  all  present  in  tl 
fellowship  building.  On  the  tab! 
arranged  for  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Edward 
was  a  beautiful  centerpiece  design 
yellow  daisies,  mums,  and  yelliji 
candles,  also  there  were  more  gifS 
on  the  table.  After  the  gifts  weil 
opened,  a  period  of  wonderful  Chri  a 
tian  fellowship  was  enjoyed  by  alii 


174th  Anniversary  and 
Homecoming  at  Reedy  Branch 

On  Sunday,  November  3,  theRee 
Branch  Free  Will  Baptist  Churc 
Route  1,  Winterville,  will  obser 
its  annual  homecoming  and  eel 
brate  its  one  hundred  seventy- four 
anniversary.  On  this  particular  Sus 
day,  Sunday  school  will  begin  at  9:' 
a.m.,  followed  with  the  morning  wo 
ship  at  eleven  o'clock.  At  noon,  t 
families  of  the  church  will  sprei 
a  delicious  dinner  on  the  chur 
grounds  (weather  permitting).  Int 
event  of  extremely  bad  weathe 
the  dinner  will  be  spread  in  Keel 
Warehouse,  Dickinson  A  vent 
Greenville. 

At  1:15  p.m.,  as  has  been  the  cu 
torn  for  many  years,  the  singers 
the  local  church,  along  with  sin) 
ers  from  other  churches,  will  part 
cipate  in  an  annual  songfest.  Tl 
has  always  been  a  highlight  of  t 
church's  homecoming  day,  and  it! 
believed  it  will  be  again  this  yea 


V 


The  pastor,  the  Rev.  Willis  p 
son,  on  this  occasion  will  also 
celebrating  his  eleventh  years  as  p£h 
tor  of  the  church.  He  will  be  brirjj 
ing  the  homecoming  message  duri| 
the  worship  hour. 

Mr.  Wilson  and  the  church  mer 
bership  extend  a  warm  welcome  to 
former  pastors,  former  membei, 
and  friends  to  worship  with  thd 
which  promises  to  be  a  very  joyo. 
occasion  on  this  first  Sunday  in  K 
vember. 
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Unmitigated  Truth 

(Continued  from  Page  7) 

ie  Father  without  fault  of  any  kind, 
e  clothes  us  with  His  own  holiness, 
'rid  the  Father  is  satisfied! 

The  High  Priest  also  intercedes 
ir  believers;  that  is,  He  is  in 
0aven  Himself  pleading  for  us. 
\very  time  we  sin  He  pleads  to  the 
(ather  for  our  forgiveness.  The 
ather  always  listens  to  our  Lord 
ijid  always  forgives  our  sins!  Praise 
■od!  When  I  think  of  all  the  things 
;>iave  done  wrong  and  come  to  realize 
||>w  uncalled  for  they  were,  how 
Useless  and  foolish  they  were,  I  cry 
[rain,  "Have  mercy  O  God,  have 
itercy  on  me!" 

j  Moreover  our  Lord  has  entered 
feaven  in  order  to  engineer  anevan- 
ilistic  effort  for  the  salvation  of 
|st  souls.  His  presence  in  heaven 
Ifarantees  that  every  sinner  can  be 
lf.ved  when  he  depends  upon  the  re- 
settling work  of  our  Lord  and  Saviour 


Jesus  Christ.  Every  sinner  who 
comes  to  Christ  for  salvation  is 
guaranteed  to  be  accepted  by  the 
Father.  The  Father  will  raise  no 
questions  and  He  will  make  everyone 
welcome  and  supremely  happy. 

God  honors  His  Son  by  receiving 
everyone  whom  the  Son  saves.  Af- 
ter all,  Jesus  sacrificed  Himself  to 
put  sin  away  forever.  The  ministry 
of  our  Lord  in  heaven  at  this  time 
includes  three  necessary  ministries: 
First,  He  is  taking  care  of  all  our 
grievances;  that  is,  He  is  removing 
all  things  which  might  hinder  or 
block  our  acceptance  by  the  Father. 
The  way  is  made  perfect  for  us  by 
our  Lord.  Second,  our  Lord  pleads 
our  cause  unto  the  Father,  dealing 
with  all  our  sinful  deeds  committed 
since  we  were  saved.  Finally,  He 
is  removing  all  things  which  might 
keep  the  sinner  from  being  saved. 
Not  only  does  He  remove  obstacles 
but  He  supplies  the  sinner  witn  every 
means  needed  to  persuade  him  to  be- 
lieve on  and  receive  the  Lord  as 
his  personal  Saviour. 


Coming  Events  . . . 

October  3 1  -  -  November  1  -  -  Cape  Fear 
Conference  of  Original  Free  Will 
Baptists,  Bethel  Church,  Route  2, 
Four  Oaks,  North  Carolina 

November  6,  7- -Central  Conference 
of  Original  Free  Will  Baptists, 
Aspen  Grove  Church  near  Foun- 
tain, North  Carolina 

November  10- -Study  Course  on 
Missions  by  the  Rev.  Joseph  In- 
gram, Saints  Mary's  Free  Will 
Baptist  Church,  New  Bern,  North 
Carolina,  7:30  P.  M. 


NOTICE 


The  Retirement  Home  Proposal  as 
approval  by  the  State  Convention  in 
its  annual  session,  September  1 1  and 
12,  was  contingent  upon  ratification 
by  conferences  representing  a 
majority  of  the  members  of  the 
denomination.  As  of  this  date,  the 
proposal  has  been  ratified  by  the 
following  conferences:  Albemarle, 
Western,   Pee   Dee,    and  Eastern. 


P'llE  FREE  WILL  BAPTIST 


ST.  CLAIRE  BIBLE  CLAS£) 

<  hY\  ■ 

THE  SUNDAY         (C  sJ? 
SCHOOL  LESSON^- 


When  National 
Crises  Arise 

Printed  Text:    Jeremiah  38:2-6,  17, 
18 

Memory   Verse:      Proverbs  14:34 

I.  INTRODUCTION 

Jeremiah,  from  whose  prophecy 
the  lesson  text  is  taken,  was  one  of 
the  major  prophets.  He  was  called 
to  his  prophetic  office  about  seventy 
years  after  the  death  of  Isaiah.  He 
continued  in  his  prophetic  ministry 
for  about  forty  years.  He  was  the 
son  of  a  priest,  and  dwelt  in  Anathoth 
of  Benjamin  during  the  first  years  of 
his  ministry.  He  left  his  home  and 
came  to  Jerusalem,  and  it  would  ap- 
pear that  with  the  exception  of  visit- 
ing some  of  the  cities  of  Judea,  the 
remainder  of  his  prohecy  was  pro- 
claimed in  that  city. 

Hr  prophesied  during  a  very  dif- 
ficult time  of  Judah.  The  kingdom  of 
Israel  had  already  been  carried  away 
into  captivity,  and  the  army  of 
Nebuchadnezzar  was  threatening  not 
only  the  outposts  of  Judea,  but  Jeru- 
salem as  well.  To  Jeremiah  fell 
thp  difficult  task  of  advising  the  king 
anu  his  subjects  to  surrender  to 
the  Babylonians. - -The  Senior  Quar- 
terly (F.  W.  B  ). 

II.  HINTS  THAT  HELP 

A.  There  are  four  major  prophets 
in  the  Old  Testament- -Isaiah,  Jere- 
miah, Ezekiel,  and  Daniel.  The 
first  two  of  these  lived  and  minis- 
tered before  the  captivity  of  Judah; 
in  other  words,  they  were  preexilic. 
The  latter  two,  Ezekiel  and  Daniel, 
exercised  their  ministry  for  God  dur- 
ing the  exile;  Ezekiel  being  heaven's 
messenger  to  the  captives,  and  Daniel 
who  uttered  God's  testimonies  before 
Gentile  monarchs. 

B.  Great  crises  bring  out  the  real 
character  of  men.  The  national 
cirses  that  came  during  the  minis- 
try of  Jeremiah  showed  that  he  was 
a  faithful  messenger  of  God. 

C.  A  nation  needs  a  voice  that  will 
bring  God's  message  during  a  time 
of  crisis.  Jeremiah  was  that  voice 
for  Judah.  Does  the  United  States 
have  such  voices  today  who  speak  out 
and   warn   of  judgments  to  come? 
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D.  Jeremiah  proved  himself  a 
true  prophet  of  God  in  two  ways: 
(1)  he  risked  his  own  life  to  deliver 
God's  message;  (2)  he  had  his  proph- 
ecies all  to  come  true  just  as  he  had 
predicted.  These  are  the  marks  of  a 
true  prophet. 

--The  Bible  Teacher  (F.  W.  B  ). 


III.    ADDITIONAL  TRUTHS 

A.  This  is  the  story  of  a  man 
who  took  an  unpopular  stand  for  what 
he  knew  was  right,  and  he  was  act- 
ing under  the  direct  command  of 
God.  It  is  always  easy  to  stand  for 
what  the  crowd  wants,  but  when  the 
stand  we  take  bucks  the  crowd  we 
are  in  for  some  of  the  treatment 
the  Prophet  Jeremiah  received. 

Back  in  1 940  the  Nazi  war  machines 
overran  the  little  nation  of  Norway, 
usually  a  friendly  country,  but  brave 
and  loyal  to  their  heritage.  The  in- 
vaders were  able  to  take  the  country 
with  little  resistance  because  of  the 
undermining  work  of  a  Norwegian 
political  leader  named  Quisling.  This 
infamous  man  paved  the  way  for  the 
invaded  Nazis  because  he  feared 
them  and  selfishly  wanted  to  be  in 
their  good  graces  when  the  over- 
throw came. 

As  long  as  the  Nazis  remained  in 
power  in  Norway,  Quizling  fared  well; 
but  once  the  enemy  was  driven  out 
he  was  tried  for  treason,  convicted, 
and  executed  by  his  own  people.  The 
name  Quisling  from  that  day  to  this 
has  stood  for  anyone  who  is  a  traitor 
to  his  country,  a  hated  and  despised 
name  which  no  one  would  want  to 
bear. --The  Advanced  Quarterly  (F. 
W.  B  ). 

B.  When  we  begin  to  apply  a 
lesson  like  this  one,  there  are  wise 
and  earnest  scholars  who  warn  us  that 
our  own  nation  is  not  the  chosen 
nation  of  God  as  Israel  was.  There- 
fore, they  say,  a  comparison  between 
our  nation  and  Israel  may  not  be 
valid.  This  point  is  well  taken,  but 
it   must   not   be  pushed  too  far. 

God  rules  all  nations,  not  just  Is- 
rael. This  does  not  mean  that  any 
nation  always  acts  as  He  wishes.  It 
means  that  He  brings  nations  to 
power,  uses  them  for  His  own  pur- 
poses even  if  they  deny  and  defy 
Him,  and  destroys  them  when  He  is 
ready. 


God  sent  Israel  to  wipe  out  thJ 
tribes  of  Canaan,  not  just  because  Is 
rael  needed  a  home,  but  because  tb 
tribes  of  Canaan  were  too  wicked  ti 
be  tolerated  (Deuteronomy  9:5).  Whe 
Israel  likewise  became  too  wicked  t 
be  tolerated,  God  sent  the  Assyrian; 
as  the  rod  of  His  anger  to  punisl 
His  rebellious  people  (Isaiah  10:5 
6).  Later  He  raised  up  the  Chalj 
deans,  not  only  to  destroy  arroj 
gant  Assyria,  but  also  to  punisl 
Judah  as  we  have  seen  in  this  lesson 
(See  also  Habakkuk  1:6.)  And  whei 
the  Chaldeans  became  intolerable  ill 
their  sin,  God  welded  together  a  com 
bination  of  Medes  and  Persians  ti 
destroy  them.  He  even  named  thi 
leader  of  that  combination  centurie: 
before  the  man  was  born  (Isaial 
44:28-  -45:2).  Any  nation  that  want' 
to  escape  destruction  has  better  tafy 
God  into  consideration.  - -Standard 
Lesson  Commentary. 

C.  One  of  the  teen-agers  in  ouj 
church  appeared  at  one  of  the  ser 
vices  with  a  brightly  colored  sticktj 
on  the  cover  of  his  Bible.  I  glance 
down  at  it  as  he  left  the  meetin: 
and  smiled  at  the  message:  "Daiw 
ger--Open  at  Your  Own  Risk." 

There  is  something  risky  about  re 
ceiving  a  message  from  the  Lore1 
If  we  really  believe  that  His  Wor 
is  divinely  inspired,  we  must  rea 
it  with  care.  Sometimes  we  sha? 
discover  that  each  page  include 
spiritual  dynamite  that  will  shatte 
our  complacency  or  blast  us  awafe 
to  the  horror  of  sin. 

Evangelist  Billy  Graham  said  ths 
the  Old  Testament  declares  mor 
than  two  thousand  times  that  Goj 
spoke  (World  Aflame,  Revell). 

Such  phrases  as  "the  Lord  said 
(Exodus  9:1)  and  "Hear  the  word  ( 
the  Lord"  (Isaiah  1:10)  are  commi 
in  the  Old  Testament. 

These  words  and  others  remind  i 
that  the  Bible  is  God's  Book.  W 
open  it  at  our  own  risk,  but  we  lea\ 
it  closed  at  an  even  greater  risk!-' 
David  McCarthy. 


JUST  LIKE  A  DOG 

A  little  lad  of  six  was  invited  o 
to  lunch  in  a  neighbor's  home.  / 
soon  as  all  were  seated  at  the  tab! 
the  food  was  served.  The  littj 
boy  was  puzzled,  and,  with  a  child 
frankness,  asked,  "Don't  you  Si 
a  prayer  before  you  eat?"  TI 
host  was  uncomfortable,  and  muni 
bled,  "No,  we  don't  take  time  f(! 
that."  The  lad  thought  silently  f<; 
a  while,  and  said,  "You're  just 
my  dog!  You  start  right  in."- 
Boone  Baptist  Booster. 
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A 

IALLOWEEN 


by  Roberta  Lindsay  Peeden 

IKE  was  the  first  one  to  hear 
the  doorbell  ring  on  Hallo  - 
pen  night.  Ordinarily  he  would 
jive  run  to  answer  the  doorbell, 
lit  crutches  and  a  heavy  plaster 
kst  on  his  foot  made  running  im- 
Ijssible.  Mike  grabbed  his 
ftuches  and  awkwardly  hobbed  to  the 
tyor. 

"Trick  or  treat!"  shouted  a  huge 

ack  gorilla  and  a  tall  pirate  with 

patch  over  one  eye. 

l"Come  on  in,  fellows.  I  know 
lu  two,"  Mike  slowly  grinned.  Then 
I  took  two  candy  bars  from  a  yellow 
l|wl  that  his  mother  had  placed  near 
m  door.  He  handed  one  to  the 
;rry  black  gorilla  and  the  other  to  the 
]!rate.  Mike  knew  that  they  were  his 
t;o  best  friends,  Larry  and  Bud. 

jLarry  laughed,  "Couldn't  fool  you, 
liuld  we?  I'm  sorry  that  you  can't 
I  trick- or -treating  with  us  tonight, 
Ijike.  But  I  know  you  can't  with 
jjiur  broken  foot.  It's  a  shame  you 
ljl  off  your  bike  and  got  hurt  right 
tjfore  Halloween! ' ' 

Mike  replied  with  a  sorrowful 
tip,  "I  guess  there  never  really  is 
i  good  time   to  break   a  bone." 

'We've  got  to  gc  now,"  Bud  said, 
'kit  we'll  be  seeing  you."  Mike 
Vstfully  watched  his  friends  leave 
Id  race  to  the  next  house. 

He  closed  the  door  slowly,  lean- 
i;  heavily  on  his  crutches.  Then 
fc;  turned  and  slowly  hopped  back 
iio  the  living  room.  He  smiled  at 
h}  mother.  But  his  smile  didn't 
cbeive  her.  She  knew  how  much 
W  longed  to  be  out  with  his  friends 
flight. 

Last  Halloween  Mike  came  home 
v^.h  a  paper  bag  brimming  over 
v;h  different  treats.  He  remem- 
b*ed  emptying  the  bag  on  the  dining 


room  table.  Candy  was  placed  in  one 
pile,  cookies  in  another.  The  apples 
he  put  in  the  refrigerator.  A  few 
neighbors  had  even  given  him  pennies. 
These  he  took  upstairs  and  dropped 
in  his  copper  Indian  piggy  bank  sitting 
on  his  dresser. 

Halloween  just  didn't  seem  like 
Halloween  this  year  to  Mike.  He 
didn't  even  have  a  costume.  But 
the  worst  part  was  not  being  able 
to  be  out  with  Larry  and  Bud. 

He  didn't  open  the  box  of  candy 
that  his  mother  had  bought  for  him. 
He  just  wasn't  hungry,  not  even  for 
candy. 

Mike  heard  the  grandfather  clock 
on  the  hallway  landing  strike  nine 
o'clock.  He  gathered  his  home- 
work together  and  slowly  started 
toward  the  stairs  that  led  up  to  his 
bedroom. 

Suddenly  Mike  was  aware  of  the 
stillness  outside.  He  noticed  that  the 
street  was  deserted  as  he  glpnced 
out  the  window.  No  running  white 
ghosts,  yelling  pirates,  clowns,  or 
other  costumed  figures  were  to  be 
seen.  Only  dry,  shriveled  brown 
leaves  chased  each  other  across  the 
street  and  sidewalks.  In  the  back- 
ground he  could  hear  the  low,  mourn- 
ful whisper  of  the  wind. 

Mike  remembered  last  Halloween 
night  when  he  and  his  friends,  Larry 
and  Bud,  had  gone  out.  The  leaves 
and  the  wind  made  the  same  weird, 
scary  sound.  All  three  of  the  boys 
kept  turning  around.  They  were 
sure  that  someone  was  following 
them,  stalking  their  footsteps.  But 
when  they  would  turn  to  look,  they 
could  see  nothing.  Only  the  empty, 
hauntingly  silent  sidewalks  met  their 
staring  eyes. 

A  shiver  ran  down  his  back  as 
Mike  slowly  started  up  the  stairs. 
As  his  foot  touched  the  fifth  step, 
the  doorbell  rang. 

He  almost  lost  his  balance,  for 
the  bell  startled  him.  Mike  grabbed 
the  banister  and  turned  to  look 
over  his  shoulder.  His  mother  was 
answering  the  door. 

"Surprise!"  shouted  the  gorilla 
and  pirate  in  unison.    Bud's  pirate 


patch  now  covered  part  of  his  nose, 
rather  than  his  eye.  Mike  stared 
in  amazement  at  Larry  and  Bud. 
Slowly  he  came  back  down  the  steps. 
"Come  on  in!"  he  exclaimed. 

The  two  boys  came  inside.  Bud 
handed  Mike  a  large  brown  paper 
bag.  It  was  brimming  over  with 
all  sorts  of  goodies.  "We  carried 
an  extra  bag  around  for  you  this 
year,"  Larry  explained.  "We  knew 
that  you  couldn't  go  out.  So  we 
told  the  neighbors  about  your  ac- 
cident and  broken  foot.  They  all 
thought  that  this  was  a  good  idea." 

Mike  didn't  have  to  force  his 
smile  this  time.  He  took  the  paper 
bag  from  Bud.  "Thanks,  thanks  a 
million!"  he  laughingly  exclaimed. 
"You  two  are  sure  the  greatest 
friends  anyone  could  have." 

"Mom,  come  and  see  what  Larry 
and  Bud  brought  me,"  Mike  hap- 
pily called  as  he  headed  for  the  din- 
ing room  table.  - -Selected. 


Rov  J.  Wilkins 

1. 

I  was  a  wealthy  farmer. 

I  married  a  lady  named  Ruth. 
My  name  has  just  four  letters. 

It  starts  with  "B,"  and  that's  the 
truth! 

2. 

My   brother   brought  me  to  Jesus 

One  very  wonderful  day; 
Then  my  life  became  much  different 

As  I  followed  in  His  way. 
(I  start  with  "C") 


I  watched  over  sheep, 

And  I  played  on  a  harp; 
Today's  teen-agers 

Might  say  I  was  "sharp"! 
(I  start  with  "D.") 

4. 

I   walked   with   God --so  the  Bible 
says, 

Many  years  on  earth  did  I  roam; 
And  then  one  day,  "I  was  not,"  it 
is  said, 

For  the  Lord  God  took  me  home. 
(I  start  with  "E.") 

5. 

Part  of  the  Philistine  army  was  I, 
A   big   part- -since   I  was  some 
eleven  feet  high! 
(My   name   starts   with  "G.") 

'MJeiiOQ  (S)  'qooug  (fc)  'Piabq  (g) 
'SBud93    (g)  'zBoe    (i)  :sjomsuv 
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Dream  About  to  Come  True 

A  dream  of  the  late  Rev.  Herman 
Grubbs  for  all  his  children  to  get 
an  education  at  a  Christian  institu- 
tion is  about  to  become  a  reality. 

It  was  in  1959  that  the  rural  mail 
carrier  in  Florida,  who  also  was  a 
Free  Will  Baptist  minister,  decided 
to  move  to  Mount  Olive  in  order 
for  his  children  to  attend  Mount 
Olive  College  while  living  at  home. 

The  last  two  of  his  eight  children 
now  are  students  at  the  Free  Will 
Baptist  college.  And,  Mrs.  Grubbs 
has  added  to  the  family  accomplish- 
ments by  enrolling  herself  thisvyear. 

Grubbs  was  thinking  about  moving 
to  Nashville,  Tennessee,  so  his 
children  could  attend  the  Free  Will 
Baptist  Bible  College  there  when  he 
met  Dr.  W.  Burkette  Raper,  presi- 
dent of  Mount  Olive  College,  at  a 
Flordia  State  Free  Will  Baptist  Con- 
vention in  Miami,  Florida. 

Luckily,  Grubbs  was  able  to  find 
a  rural  mail  carrier  at  the  Golds - 
boro  Post  Office  who  was  interested 
in  moving  to  Florida.  Cooperation 
of  postal  officials  made  the  switch 
in  routes  possible  and  the  Grubbs 
family  moved  in  Mount  Olive  in  1959. 

This  followed  a  visit  to  Perry, 
Florida,  by  Ralph  Smith,  the  Golds  - 
boro  carrier,  to  travel  Grubbs'  route 
and  a  trip  to  Goldsboro  by  Grubbs 
to  cover  Smith's  route. 

Regional  postal  officials  in 
Atlanta,  Georgia,  gave  final  approval 
of  the  switch  and  the  two  men  changed 
locations  with  Grubbs  moving  his 
family   to  Mount  Olive  in  August. 

Ordained  as  a  Free  Will  Baptist 
minister  in  1946,  Grubbs  be- 
came pastor  of  Long  Ridge  Free  Will 
Baptist  Church  in  Duplin  County,  in 
October,  1959.  He  pastor ed  several 
churches  in  the  area  and  at  the  time 
of  his  death,  last  March  11,  was  full- 
time  pastor  of  the  First  Free  Will 
Baptist  Church  in  Plymouth.  He 
had  served  as  part-time  pastor  of  the 
church  earlier. 

After  moving  to  Mount  Olive, 
Grubbs  also  attended  Mount  Olive 
College  to  help  improve  his  minis- 
terial work  and  almost  met  qualifica- 
tions for  graduation. 


Shortly  after  his  death,  Mrs. 
Grubbs  and  the  two  youngest  children 
moved  back  to  Mount  Olive. 

The  youngest  son,  Paul,  19,  was  a 
freshman  at  Mount  Olive  College  last 
year.  A  graduate  of  Princeton  High 
School,  he  is  a  sophomore  at  Mount 
Olive  College  this  year  and  is  student 
minister  at  the  First  Free  Will  Bap- 
tist Church  in  Kinston.  He  is  major- 
ing in  religion  and  plans  to  transfer 
to  Atlantic  Christian  College  in  Wil- 
son next  year  to  complete  his  educa- 
tion. 

The  youngest  daughter,  Sandv,  18, 
is  a  graduate  of  Plymouth  High  School 
and  is  a  freshman  at  Mount  Olive 
College  this  year.  She  also  plans 
to  transfer  to  Atlantic  Christian 
and  major  in  physical  education.  She 
is  married  to  Tom  Kosalka  and  they 
live  in  Goldsboro. 

A  one -year  business  course  was 
reestablished  at  Mount  Olive  College 
this  vear  and  Mrs.  Grubbs  decided  to 
enroll  with  the  goal  of  becoming  a 
bookkeeper.  The  former  Lillian 
Kinard,  she  is  a  native  of  Georgia, 
but  grew  up  in  Florida  and  graduated 
from  Tavlor  High  School  in  Perry, 
Florida. 

The  other  six  children  attended 
Mount  Olive  College  and  four  of  them 
are  graduates.  Frank,  20,  is  now  a 
student  at  Atlantic  Christian. 

The  oldest  child,  Adrian,  30, 
graduated  from  Mount  Olive  in  1964. 
He  now  is  pastor  of  Marsh  Swamp 
Free  Will  Baptist  Church  near  Sims 
in  Wilson  County. 

Harry  Grubbs,  28,  attended  Mount 
Olive  College  for  two  years,  but  did 
not  graduate.  He  is  pastor  of  Mil- 
bournie  Free  Will  Baptist  Church 
near  Wilson. 

Leon  Grubbs,  26,  is  a  1968  gradu- 
ate of  Mount  Olive  College  and  now 
is  pastor  of  Hull  Road  Free  Will 
Baptist  Church  near  Snow  Hill. 

Mount  Olive  College 
Dinners- -1974 

Carteret  County- -Saturday,  Novem- 
ber 2,  6:30  p.m.,  East  Carteret 
High  School,  Reginald  Styron, 
chairman. 


Johnston -Wake  Counties  --  Monday, 
November  4,  7  p.m.,  Smithfield- 

Selma  High  School,  the  Rev.  Ed-  i- 

mundo  Gonzalez,  chairman. 

Nash  County- -Wednesday,  Novem- 
ber 6,  7  p.m.,  Middlesex  Elemen- 
tary School,  the  Rev.  Lester  Dun- 
can, chairman. 

Jones  County- -Thursday,  November 
7,  7:30  p.m.,  Barbecue  Lodge  Res- 
taurant, Kinston,  Mrs.  Thomas 
Hood,  chairman. 

Onslow -New     Hanover    Counties- - 
Friday,  November  8,  7:15  p.  m. 
Dixon    School,    Leonard  HobbS| 
chairman. 

Beaufort  County- -Saturday,  Novem,j 
ber  9,  7  p.m.,  Chocowinit;' 
High  School.  Oscar  Webster 
chairman. 

Pitt  County- -Monday,  November  1  la 
7  p.m.,  D.  H.  Conley  High  School] 
the  Rev.  Bobby  Bazen,  chairman] 

Wilson  County- -Tuesday,  Novembel 
12,  7p.m.,  American  Legion  Build  I 
ing,  Wilson,  James  B.  Hunt  Sr.| 
chairman. 

Washington,  Tyrrell,  Martin,  an| 
Pasquotank  Counties- -Thursday! 
November  14,  7:30  p.m. ,  Plymouti 
High  School  Cafeteria,  Mr.  an| 
Mrs.  David  Cahoon,  cochairmen 

Sampson,  Harnett,  and  Cumberland 
Counties  --  Thursday,  Novembt 
14,  7  p.m.,  Midway  School,  th^ 
Rev.  C.  Felton  Godwin,  chairman 

Duplin  County- -Saturday,  Novembej 
23,  6  p.m.,  East  Duplin  High  Schocjj 
Davis  Evans,  chairman. 


College  Day  at  Free  Union 

The  Rev.  C.  L.  Patrick,  pastoJ 
has  announced  that  Free  Union  FrJ 
Will  Baptist  Church  in  Greene  CourJ 
will  observe  Sunday,  November 
as  Mount  Olive  College  Day. 

Mrs.     Dianne    Riley,  associa,!] 
director  of  admissions;  and  Dr. 
Burkette  Raper,  president;  will  bcj 
teach  Sunday  school  classes  at 
a.m.,  and  Dr.  Raper  will  preach | 
the  morning  worship  service. 


MASTER  NEVER  OUT! 

A  storekeeper  went  away  for  | 
day  and  left  his  clerk  in  char| 
A  customer  came  in  and  aske<| 
favor  of  the  clerk,  which  meant  I 
would  have  to  do  something  d| 
honest.  "You  can  do  it,  if  4 
want  to,"  argued  the  customer,  "li 
cause  your  master  is  out."  1 
clerk  looked  the  man  straight  in  I 
face,  and  said:  "You  are  mistakl 
My  Master  is  Jesus  Christ,  and|l 
is  never  out."- -Selected. 
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Free  Will  Baptist  Children's  Home 

"A  Christian  Home  for  Boys  and  Girls" 
MiniM.KSKX,  NORTH  CAROLINA  27557 
MR.  SAMMY  WEEKS,  Superintendent  -  Phone  (919)235-4079 


KLIGIOUS   CONTRIBUTIONS  FOR 
SEPTEMBER 

Religious  contributions  to  the 
[jildren's  Home  for  September, 
L74,  totaled  $23,905.64,  and  were 
yen  as  follows: 

Albemarle  Conference 


:ee  Union 

$  150.00 

pn  Neck 

115.00 

-ckory  Chapel 

225.00 

(ilachi's  Chapel 

250.00 

1.  Tabor 

27.86 

\\.  Zion 

100.00 

.ion  Meeting 
poh 

16.07 

74.68 

54ney 

250.00 

I  Paul 

200.00 

Ljion  Chapel 

319.87 

Total 

$1,728.48 

Blue  Ridge  Association 
Mar  Hill  $  15.00 

I      Cape  Fear  Conference 


Estwood 

$  200.00 

Ejldsboro,  First 

350.00 

Hpewell 

441.31 

Jlinston  Union 

200.00 

Lie's  Chapel 

375.00 

rimer  Memorial 

200.00 

3/erside 

200.00 

»l Mary's  Grove 

105.00 

lithfield,  First 

270.00 

Ima 

265.00 

I  Paul 

200.00 

te's  Chapel 

200.00 

loten's  Chapel 

100.00 

Tiverton's  Grove 

200.00 

■Total 

$3,306.31 

Central  Conference 


4pen  Grove 

$  300.00 

*|den 

103.77 

Ethany 

120.40 

:ick  Jack 

498.66 

Immunity 

103.00 

utoson's  Grove 

100.00 

Dda's  Grove 

200.00 

igewood 

205.00 

Sn  Grove 

125.00 

-ith 

25.00 

?fee  Union 

25.00 

'nendship 

583.19 

Renville,  First 

110.00 

3p  Swamp 

200.00 

yrell's  Chapel 

200.00 

■flkory  Grove 

50.00 

*o 

100.00 

■1  Road 

200.00 

Klig's  Cross  Roads 

50.00 

L  tie  Creek 

55.00 

Ormondsville 
Owen's  Chapel 
Peace 

Piney  Grove 
Pleasant  Hill 
Reedy  Branch 
Rocky  Mount,  First 
Rose  Hill 
Saratoga 
Walnut  Creek 
Williamston 
Winterville 
Total 


300.50 
346.23 
116.60 
50.00 
260.00 
493.96 
50.00 
50.00 
270.00 
250.00 
200.00 
224.32 
$5,965.63 


Eastern  Conference 

Antioch  $  80.00 

Bethlehem  200.00 

Bridgeton  47.00 

Christian  Chapel  200.00 

Core  Creek  112.83 

Crab  Point  15.00 

Croatan  200.00 

Davis  200.00 

Deep  Run  60.00 

Dublin  grove  92.89 

Edwards  Chapel  45.00 

Faith  215.00 

Folkstone  75.00 

Friendship  39.59 

Gethsemane  120.00 

Grant's  Chapel  45.00 

Gray  Branch  200.00 

Holly  Springs  250.00 

Juniper  Chapel  200.00 

Kinston,  First  60.00 

Lanier's  Chapel  110.00 

Macedonia  550.00 

May's  Chapel  100.00 

Memorial  100.00 

Moseley's  Creek  100.00 

Mt.  Pleasant  100.00 

Mt.  Zion  (Onslow)  52.27 

Mt.  Zion  (Pamlico)  200.00 

Auxiliary  District  Fund  148.76 

Eula  Jones  5.00 

New  Bethlehem  100.94 

New  Haven  225.31 

Northeast  200.00 

Oak  Grove  80.00 

Oriental  168.36 

Pear  sail's  Chapel  212.50 

Pilgrim's  Rest  5.00 

Rock  of  Zion  30.00 

Rooty  Branch  50.00 

Sandy  Plain  334.04 

Sarecta  200.00 

Smith's  New  Home  15.00 

Sneads  Ferry  200.00 

Sound  View  250.00 

St.  Mary's  510.00 

Trent  100.00 


Whaley  s  Cnapel 

0  f\  f\/~\ 

80.00 

wnite  uaK 

oc  r\c\ 

Wilmington 

1  C\f\  C\f\ 

1UU.UU 

Wintergreen 

560.00 

Total 

$7,179.49 

Pee  Dee  Association 

Beaver  Dam 

$  600.00 

Mt.  Calvary 

150.00 

Oak  Grove 

266.59 

White  Oak 

392.50 

Total 

$1,409.09 

Piedmont  Conference 

Christ 

$  10.00 

Piedmont  Conference 

100.00 

Total 

$  110.00 

Toe  River  Association 

Minister's  Fund 

$  5.00 

Western  Conference 

Barnes  Hill 

<c      in  nn 
4>      1  u .  uu 

olaCis.  JatK  urUVc 

inn  nn 

±\j\j  .  w  w 

Branch  Chapel 

1 /O.U1 

Calvary 

OOU .  UU 

Everett's  Chapel 

1A  O  OA 
o4Z . Z4 

r  1000  s  i^ndpei 

"sn  nn 

oyj .  uu 

Free  Union 

9nn  nn 

iUU .  uu 

Friendship 

noiiy  oprings 

1  ^  nn 

1 <j .  uu 

Kenly 

1  nn  nn 

1  uu .  uu 

J_,lLLie  KOCK 

^  nn 

00 .  UU 

Marsh  Swamp 

loU.UU 

iviiiDournie 

1  or  nn 

1  UO .  UU 

Mt.  Zion  (Wilson) 

on  nn 

Second  Union 

9^  nn 
zo.  UU 

New  Sandy  Hill 

50.00 

Oak  Grove 

145.00 

People's  Chapel 

10.00 

Pine  Level 

5.00 

Piney  Grove 

20.00 

Pleasant  Grove 

785.00 

Pleasant  Hill 

180.44 

Pleasant  Plain 

120.00 

Rains  Cross  Roads 

50.00 

Rock  Springs 

25.00 

Rosebud 

205.00 

Selma 

75.00 

Sherron  Acres 

225.00 

Spring  Hill 

200.00 

Standi' s  Chapel 

131.95 

Stoney  Creek 

248.00 

Stony  Hill 

100.00 

St.  Mary's 

50.00 

Union  Chapel 

65.00 

Union  Grove 

180.00 

West  Hillsborough 

25.00 

Wilson,  First 

555.00 

Total 

$5,786.64 
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Memorial  gifts  to  the  Children's 
Home  for  September,  1974,  totaled 
$50,  and  were  as  follows: 

Mr.  Randolph  Scott  by  Mazelle 
Godwin. 

Miss  Velva  Daughtry  byMissLes- 
sie  Simpson,  Mrs.  A.  M.  Honeycutt, 
and  Mrs.  C.  H.  West. 

Mrs.  Rosa  Avery  by  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Robert  Williams. 

Mr.  Terry  Thomas  by  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  John  L.  Watson. 
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IOW  OFTEN  HAVE  WE  TRAVELED  OVER  BRIDGES 
MADE  POSSIBLE  BY  DILIGENT  LABOR  AND 

IOTABLE  WISDOM  OF  THE  AGED  MEMBERS  OF 
OUR  SOCIETY  ?   HOW  DARE  WE  FORGET 


WHAT  THEY  HAVE  DONE  AND  ARE  STILL  DOING  FOR  US! 


CONSIDER  THEM  USELESS? 

(Continued  from  Last  Week's  Issue) 

"Useless:  producing  no  good  end."  Who  is  to  say  what  "producing 
no  good  end"  is  anyhow?  Is  any  of  us  really  qualified  to  conclude  that 
one  has  outlived  his  usefulness?  Both  the  word  "useless"  and  the  idea 
expressed  by  it  are  variables,  and  let  us  beware  lest  we  make  an  inju- 
dicious application  of  either.  While  no  one  is  absolutely  useless,  he  can 
be  made  to  feel  so  and  can  subsequently  be  destroyed. 

Is  an  explosion  or  flash  fire  which  makes  a  grand  display  and  gets  a 
lot  of  attention  and  then  fades  into  nothingness  more  important  than  a 
lasting  glow?  We  think  not.  Have  you  not  known  young  men- -and  this  is 
certainly  not  an  intention  to  berate  our  youth- -but,  have  you  not  known 
young  men  (and  women)  who  set  out  in  a  hurry  to  conquer  the  world  only 
to  realize  too  that  the  world  was  more  of  an  advesary  than  thought 
at  first?  Have  you  not  wept  as  you've  seen  these  young  ones 
fall  victim  to  the  wiles  of  Satan?  Have  you  not  reached  out  to  them  in  love 
when  you  saw  their  "fires"  extinguished  by  a  minimum  of  "water"?  Com- 
pare these  fighters  of  the  right- -and  they  have  fought  valiantly- -to  the 
"old-timers"  who,  though  perhaps  lacking  the  stamina  of  their  youthful 
counterparts,  have  long  endured  under  deluges  of  abuse. 

Though  her  "deluges  of  abuse"  may  not  have  been  so  profuse  as  those 
of  others,  the  mother  of  this  editor  is  a  prime  example  of  one  who  has 
endured  the  unkindnesses  of  time  and  has  nonetheless  remained  useful. 
Though  she  has  never  won  any  national  honors  (though  she  verv  well  could 
have,  should  she  have  sought  such),  she  has  definitely  made  her  mark,  if 
only  in  the  minds  and  hearts  of  her  children.  No,  this  would  be  an  in- 
justice to  her- -to  limit  her  mark- -for  she  has  touched  numerous  lives 
besides  those  of  her  immediate  family  and  has  epitomized  for  many,  self- 
lessness, in  its  rarest  and  most  desirable  form!  Eighty  years  of  age,  this 
lady  continues  to  do  her  own  housework,  cooking,  and  other  would-be  mun- 
dane duties  required  of  her.  More  importantly,  her  usefulness  manifests 
itself  in  her  munificent  sacrifice  of  personal  desires  to  the  benefit  of 
others.  She  gives  "until  it  hurts,"  as  they  say,  and  does  so  gladly,  giving 
way  to  an  innate  compulsion,  and  disdaining,  even,  the  thanks  given,  feeling 
embarrassment  at  expressions  of  gratitude.  When  her  children  insist  that 
she  buy  something  for  herself,  she  excuses  her  not  doing  so  with  the  ex- 
planation, "I've  lived  without  it  this  long,  and  I  can  continue  to  do  so." 
Thus,  wanting  those  whom  she  loves  (and  she  loves  everybody)  to  have  all 
the  conveniences,  yea  even  the  luxuries  of  life,  she  is  content  with  a  meager 
existence,  requiring  for  herself  only  the  barest  necessities  and  comforts. 
How  dare  anyone  call  her  useless!  Her  unselfish  example  preaches  a 
louder  message  than  any  sermon  this  son  has  ever  heard;  and  if  she  is 
selfish  at  all,  it  is  that  she  chooses  to  remain  apart  from  the  public,  con- 
tent to  be  a  homebody,  wanting  to  serve  her  Lord  in  her  singular  way, 
quiet  and  meditative,  reading  her  Bible  daily,  but  not  in  such  a  manner  as 
to  display  pretentious  piety.  Too,  she  exercises  herself  physically, 
mentally,  and  spiritually  to  the  extent  that  she  is  stronger  in  all  areas 
than  many  persons  who  are  decades  younger.  Though  thoroughly  Chris- 
tian, she  is  also  completely  human;  and  lest  we  make  this  a  Mother's  Day 
tribute,  we  must  depart  from  this  personal  application. 

It  is  a  known  fact  that  the  aged  often  direct  the  path  for  the  young,  felling 
spiritual  trees  and  removing  spiritual  briars  that  would  hinder  progress. 
Gaps  have  been  bridged  as  depicted  in  a  poem  by  Will  Allen  Dromgoole. 
Said  the  old  man  in  the  poem,  when  he  was  chastised  for  building  a  bridge 
which  would  serve  him  no  useful  purpose  after  crossing  the  chasm:  "There 
followeth  after  me  today  a  youth  whose  feet  must  pass  this  way.  This  chasm 
that  has  been  naught  to  me  to  that  fair-haired  youth  may  a  pitfall  be.  He, 
too,  must  cross  in  the  twilight  dim.  Good  friend,  I  am  building  the  bridge  for 
him."  Does  that  not  prove  the  worth  of  the  elderly,  and  does  it  not  further 
prove  that  there  is  still  work  for  the  aged  to  do? 

In  conjunction  with  this,  the  Lord  said  to  Joshua  in  Chapter  13,  Verse  1: 
"Thou  art  old  and  stricken  in  years,  (but)  there  remaineth  yet  very  much 
land  to  be  possessed."  Woe  be  unto  us  if  we  prevent  our  senior  citizens 
from  claiming  their  rightful  place  and  possessing  their  rightful  "land."  .  .  . 
The  psalmist  in  37:25  said,  "I  have  been  young,  and  now  am  old;  yet  have  I 
not  seen  the  righteous  forsaken,  nor  his  seed  begging  bread. "  Only  fools 
rush  in  where  angels  fear  to  tread- -we've  heard  this  all  of  our  lives,  and  far 
be  it  from  us  to  cause  an  elderly  person  to  suffer  the  indignity  of  feeling 
unwanted  and  useless!  If  we  be  guilty  of  such,  there  surely  awaits  godly 
chastisement,  and  our  woes  shall  be  great  indeed! 
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THE  FREE  WILL  BAP1:» 


NREti  WE 


ALL  GET 


by  Mrs.  Royce  Matthews 


TO  HEAVEN 


HEN  we  all  get  to  heaven,  what  a 
day  of  rejoicing  that  will  be!" 
ifave  you  ever  gotten  down  to  serious 
i«|)ncentration  on  what  heaven  will 
Sally  be  like?    Jesus  left  with  the 
romise,   ".   .   .  I  go  to  prepare  a 
Sace  for  you"  (John  14:2). 
What  could  He  be  preparing? 
1  After  the  reunion  and  first  re- 
uicing,  it  could  go  something  like 
lis: 

|He  will  gather  us  for  the  recre- 
«ion  period. 

("Clarence,"  He'll  call.  "Tammy, 
|eo,  J.  D." 
They'll  step  forward  in  anticipa- 

|pn. 

if  "Let  me  see  how  fast  you  can  run 
iimile." 

1"Run  a  mile!"  Clarence  will  ex- 
aim.    "Lord,  since  my  bout  with 
ijjieumonia,  you  know  I  can't  run  a 
lite." 

'"Have    you    forgotten    my  res- 
jratory  ailment?"  Tammy  will  ask. 
Cleo  and  J.  D.  will  nod  in  agree- 
ment. 

The  Lord  will  smile  broadly, 
Haven't  you  guessed  by  now  that  you 
live  a  new  pair  of  lungs?" 
i|They'll  breathe  deeply,  testily. 
T'Clarence!"  He'll  call.  "Wait  a 
ifinute,  Clarence!  ...  Oh  well, 
I'll  be  back  shortly  and  we  can 
Hive  that  race." 

[{After  the  race,  He'll  glance  at  His 
nst.  "Jeanette,  Leon,  Myrtle,  ..." 
IS" Yes,  Lord,"  they'll  answer.  Then 
Itey  automatically  recoil  at  the  sight 
1  the  tumbling  mats  and  exercise 
irs. 

Ir'Lord,"  Leon  will  say,  "I  can't. 
By  chiropractor  will  do  a  double 
f|ckward  flip   over  his  treatment 
[ible  if  he  sees  me  attempt  that!" 
' j "Leon,"  He'll  reprimand  gently, 
you  have  a  new  back  now.  You 
'jm't  have  to  worry  about  dislocated 
Iscs,   aches,  and  pains  anymore, 
fet's  see  you  do  the  double  back- 
ward flip." 

J  "Where's  the  clinic,  Lord?"  Alie 
ill  ask  as  she  leads  a  group. 
aou  see,  every  Tuesday  we  must  get 
i  allergy  shot." 


"Why  Alie!"  He'll  exclaim,  "there 
are  no  clinics  in  heaven- -no  aller- 
gies, either." 

After  glancing  at  another  list,  He'll 
call,  "Wray,  Jim,  Joni,  ..." 

They'll  come  forward  quickly,  ex- 
citedly awaiting  His  plans  for  them. 
A  twinkle  is  in  His  eyes  as  He  leads 
them  to  a  closed  curtain  and  pulls 
the  cord.  Before  them  stands  a 
table  loaded  with  desserts.  There 
are  all  kinds  of  cakes- -carrot, 
chocolate,  red  velvet;  pies- -straw- 
berry, pineapple,  coconut;  banana 
splits;  chocolate  fudge.  As  far  as 
you  can  see  there  is  nothing  but 
luscious  desserts. 

"Now,  for  the  sweet-eating  con- 
test. When  I  blow  the  whistle, 
you  may  begin.  Eat  as  much  and  as 
long  as  you  like,"  commanded  the 
Lord. 

Their  smiles  fade,  and  they  draw 
back  a  half  sept,  dejected. 

"You  see,  Jesus,"  Jim  tries  to 
explain,  "you  have  us  on  the  wrong 
list.  We're  diabetics." 

"You  were  a  diabetic  on  earth, 
Jim,  but  this  is  heaven.  Eat  all  the 
sweets  you  desire." 

"Hallelujah!"  Jim  will  say  as  he 
places  both  hands  in  Jesus' hands  be- 
fore he  turns  toward  the  table. 

This  contest  finished,  Jesus  calls 
another  list.  At  the  bottom  are  the 
names,  "Levi,  Zola." 

The  group  stands  before  Him  won- 
dering what  surprise  He  has  in 
store  for  them.  He  holds  forth  a 
handful  of  jumping  ropes. 

"But,  Lord,"  Zola  says,  as  her 
smile  is  replaced  with  a  frown, 
"I  haven't  jumped  rope  since  I  was  a 
little  girl.  It's  my  arthritis.  You 
remember,  don't  you?" 

"Oh,  Zola,  your  arthritis  is  gone. 
Never  again  will  your  joints  throb 
with  pain." 

Slowly  a  realization  comes  to  Zola 
that  she  has  a  new  body  and  her 
arthritis  was  left  on  earth.  The 
pretty  little  woman  stands  on  tip- 


toe and  kisses  Jesus'  cheek.  "Thank 
you,  Lord,"  she  says  as  tears  of 
gratitude  cut  a  path  down  her  face. 

Leslie,  Ina,  Blanche,  Jack  and  A. O. 
are  in  a  group  led  by  Jesus  to  a 
corner  of  the  gymnasium.  Questions 
are  written  on  their  faces.  "What 
could  He  possibly  want  us  to  do?" 
they  ask  themselves. 

"Ina,"  the  Lord  calls  cheerfully, 
" let '  s  see  you  pi ck  up  these  weights . ' ' 

"Lord,  you  know  I  can't  do  that. 
It's  my  heart,"  she  says  placing  her 
hand  over  her  chest.  "I'm 
not  allowed  to  lift  anything." 

"But  you  new  heart  is  perfect. 
Pick  them  up,"  Jesus  commands. 

Ina  stoops  uncertainly.  A  smile 
bursts  across  her  face  as  she  picks 
up  a  200 -pound  weight  like  it  was  a 
feather.  Holding  the  bar  over  her 
head,  she  skips  around. 

"Thank  you,  Jesus.  Thank  you,  Je- 
sus,"   she  cries  again  and  again. 

No  one  knows  exactly  what  heaven 
will  be.  It  may  not  be  athletic 
events  and  pie -eating  contests;  but 
He  has  promised  when  we  leave  the 
earth,  all  our  aches,  pains,  and  im- 
perfections will  be  left  behind.  If 
there  is  a  contest,  we  won't  have  to 
worry  about  not  being  equipped  to 
compete. 

The  earth  didn't  come  outfitted  with 
hospitals,  sanitariums,  and  rest 
homes  before  Adam  and  Eve  chose 
the  sinful  way.  Is  there  any  reason 
to  believe  that  heaven  won't  be  even 
better? 

Oh,  what  a  day! 

The  article  above  was  used  one  Sunday 
recently  in  the  Wilson  Free  Will  Baptist 
Church  as  a  choir  special  using  the  songs, 
"When  We  All  Get  to  Heaven"  and  "What 
a  Day!"  Since  the  congregation  seemed  to 
enjoy  it  very  much,  Mrs.  Matthews  thought 
the  readers  of  The  Free  Will  Baptist  might 
enjoy  it,  so  she  would  like  to  share  the 
article  with  you. 


Pi  FREE  WILL  BAPTIST 


SUNDAY,  NOVEMBER  10 

Scripture  Reading- -Psalm  20:7,  8 
Secure  and  Assured 

Some  years  ago  the  world's  lon- 
gest bridge  was  completed  at  San 
Francisco  at  a  cost  of  seventy - 
seven  million  dollars.  During  the 
construction  of  the  first  part  of  the 
bridge  no  safety  devices  were  used 
and  twenty -three  men  fell  to  their 
death  in  the  waters  far  below.  In 
the  construction  of  the  second  part 
it  was  decided  to  install  the  great- 
est safety  net  in  the  world,  even 
though  the  cost  amounted  to  $100, 
000.  It  saved  the  lives  of  at  least 
ten  men  who  fell  to  it  without  in- 
jury. In  addition  to  that  the  work 
went  on  from  15  to  25  percent  faster 
with  the  men  relieved  from  the  fear 
of  falling.  The  knowledge  that  they 
were  safe  left  the  men  free  to  de- 
vote their  energies  to  the  particular 
tasks  in  hand. 

To  be  assured  that  neither  things 
present  nor  things  to  come  can  sep- 
arate me  from  Christ's  love  sets 
me  gloriously  free  to  serve  with 
glad  alacrity. - -Selected. 

Prayer  Thought 

The  knowledge  that  we  have  the 
promise  of  everlasting  salvation  is  a 
mainstay  without  compassion. 

MONDAY,  NOVEMBER  11 

Scripture  Reading- -Romans  12:1 
Religion  on  the  Run 

In  the  middle  of  the  track  of  a 
transcontinental  railroad  at  a  cer- 
tain point  in  Ohio,  there  is  a  metal 
trough.  It  runs  along  for  a  quarter 
of  a  mile  or  more.  It  is  kept  filled 
with  water.  Through  trains  as  they 
rush  along  do  not  stop  at  water  tanks 
to  take  on  water.  When  they  reach 
the  place  where  the  water  trough  is, 
the  fireman  presses  a  lever  which 
drops  a  scoop  from  the  bottom  of  the 
tank  and  takes  up  the  water  as  the 
train  keeps  going.  No  stop,  no  pause, 
they  just  keep  going  on  the  dead  run 
and  scoop  up  the  water.  Isn't  thai 
pretty  much  like  a  lot  of  folks  try  t( 
do  with  their  religion,  scoop  it  u\ 
on  the  run?    They  haven't  time  for 


their  soul's  needs.  They  are  too 
busy.  "Take  time  to  be  holy,"  bids 
the  hymn.  Time  must  be  given  to 
receive,  to  hold,  and  to  increase  the 
content  and  possession  of  true, 
genuine,  living  religion  in  our  hearts 
and  lives.  You  cannot  get  religion 
on  the  run.  -  -  Lutheran. 

Prayer  Thought 

Time  and  thought  are  essential  in 
any  worthwhile  undertaking.  Let  us 
concentrate  on  consecration. 


TUESDAY,  NOVEMBER  12 

Scripture  Reading-  -Ezekiel  33:32 
Christ  in  Full  Possession 

Mendelssohn,  it  is  said,  once  vis- 
ited the  cathedral  at  Fridbourg,  and, 
having  heard  the  great  organ,  went 
into  the  organ  loft  and  asked  to  be 
allowed  to  play  it.  The  old  organist, 
in  jealousy  for  his  instrument,  at 
first  refused,  but  was  afterward  pre- 
vailed on  to  allow  the  great  German 
composer  to  try  the  colossal 
"thunder"  of  the  cathedral.  And 
after  standing  by  in  an  ecstasy  of 
delight  and  amazement  for  a  few 
moments,  he  suddenly  laid  his  hands 
on  the  shoulders  of  the  inspired 
musician  and  exclaimed:  "Who  are 
you?  What  is  your  name?"  "Men- 
delssohn," replied  the  player.  "And 
can  it  be!  that  I  had  so  nearly  re- 
fused to  let  Mendelssohn  touch  this 
organ!"  How  little  the  Lord's  people 
know  what  they  are  doing  when  they 
refuse  to  let  Christ  have  full  pos- 
session of  their  entire  life  and  evoke 
the  full  melody  and  harmony  of  which 
it  is  capable! - -Selected. 

Prayer  Thought 
Our  off-key  lives  in  the  capable 
hands  of  God  can  become  symphonies 
of  great  beauty. 


WEDNESDAY,  NOVEMBER  13 

Scripture  Reading- -Lamentations 
3:1-11 

"He  Kept  Climbing!" 

Charles  P.  Steinmetz,  who  rivaled 
Thomas  A.  Edison  in  his  discoveries 
and  inventions  in  the  field  of  elec- 
trical engineering,  was  terribly  de- 
formed. He  did  most  of  his  work 
half  standing,  half  leaning  upon  a 
stool.  However,  he  did  not  allow 
his  handicap  to  embitter  or  discour- 
age him.  He  knew  he  would  have  to 
fight  his  way.  There  was  no  person- 
al popularity,  no  pleasant  social  con- 
tacts to  speed  him  along.  He  tor- 
tured his  brain  into  headaches  and  his 
eyes  into  burning  balls  of  pain.  Time 
after  time  he  was  defeated  and  undone, 
but  Steinmetz  kept  climbing  until  he 
became  the  greatest  electrical 
wizard  of  his  time.  - -Selected. 


Prayer  Thought 

"We  try  harder"  seems  to  be 
motto  of  the  handicapped.  If  we,|i 
healthy  Christians,  were  to  try  har<i 
our  goals  would  be  without  limit  <| 
our  accomplishments  beyond  co- 
pare. 

THURSDAY,  NOVEMBER  14 

Scripture  Reading-  -Proverbs  4 1 
The  Critic 

The  man  who  had  a  good  opinj 
of  his  own  abilities,  so  much  so  tl 
he  could  do  a  thing  better  than  anyc 
else,  was  once  taught  a  good  lesstj 
He  was  standing  in  front  of  a  tm 
dermist's,  in  the  window  of  wh| 
there  was  an  owl  which  had  attraclj 
a  lot  of  sight -seers. 

Anxious  to  display  his  knowlec] 
he  said,  with  a  pompous  air,  "We] 
if  I  couldn't  stuff  an  owl  better  th 
that,  I  would  quit  the  business.  T 
head  isn't  right,  the  poise  of  I 
body  isn't  right,  the  feathers  are 
on  right,  the  feet  are  not  plac 
right."  Before  he  could  finish,  t 
owl  turned  his  head  and  winked 
him.  The  crowd  laughed,  and  t 
critic  moved  on. --The  Home. 

Prayer  Thought 
A  little  less  criticism  and  a  lit 
more  Christianism  would  make  1: 
more  worthwhile  for  everyone. 

FRIDAY,  NOVEMBER  15 

Scripture   Reading- -Ephesians 

27 

Not  Much  to  Worry  About 
One  effect  of  faithful  preaching 
the  attention  of  the  devil;  he  nev 
overlooks  a  thrust  at  him  or  at  t 
interests.  Two  things  should  di 
courage  the  preacher:  no  responj 
from  the  unsaved  and  no  opposite 
from  the  devil.  In  Ephesus  the  de^ 
used  Demetrius  and  the  craftsmen! 
perpetrate  a  riot  in  the  city, 
disturbed  devil  is  positive  eviden 
of  good  preaching.  We  sometim 
wonder  whether  the  devil  is  doi: 
much  worrying  about  the  prese 
attack  of  the  churches.- -Dr.  Joi 
L.  Hill. 

Prayer  Thought 
Are  our  churches  planning  a  lar, 
scale   offensive   against  the  devi 
His  complacency  would  insure  o> 
victory. 

SATURDAY,  NOVEMBER  16 

Scripture  Reading- -Mark  11:25 
A  Clean  Slate 

A  lad  was  told  by  his  mother  n 
to  play  near  a  certain  pond.  Oi 
day  the  temptation  was  too  muc 
and,  venturing  too  close,  he  fe 
into  the  water.    He  was  very  coi 

(Continued  on  Page  15) 
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BIBLE 


QUESTIONS 

aid 
ANSWERS 


Conducted  by  J.  P.  BARROW 
Route  1,  Box  475,  LaGrange,  North  Carolina  28551 


Question:  What  is  conversion  and 
jtw  may  it  be  accomplished? 
•'Answer:  Conversion,  in  the  biblical 
'Ipse,  is  a  change  of  mind  and  spirit 
t|d  soul.  In  a  sense  it  means  that  a 
irson  who  is  not  a  Christian,  that  is 
ioceeding  to  walking  or  traveling  in 
ie  direction,  is  changed  from  con- 
Jping  in  that  direction  and  begins 
trilking  or  proceeds  in  the  opposite 
■rection.  When  a  person  is  born  into 
Is  world  he  has  an  evil  nature- -one 
fat  influences  him  to  proceed  through 
lis  life  contrary  to  the  way  the  Bible 
Caches  one  should  walk,  and  in  other 
virds  away  from  God. 

iWhen  he  is  converted  in  the  process 
|  act  of  conversion,  God  gives  him  a 
Ww  nature:  one  that  causes  him  to 
ftoceed  in  the  new  life.  In  the  process 
cl  conversion  God  gives  him  a  new 
le,  toward  and  in  obedience  to  God 
id  His  teachings,  as  found  in  the 
I'ble.  The  Bible  calls  the  state  one 
i  born  in  through  the  natural  birth  as 
tying  dead  in  trespasses  and  sin;  and 
\\en  he  is  born  again  or  converted, 
li  being  a  carnal  life,  and  that  into 
Jurist  Jesus  our  Lord.  It  calls  that 
f  which  the  natural  birth  brings  him 
tf  being  a  carnal  life,  and  that  into 
Rich  he  comes  through  conversion  a 
Biritual  life. 

'Webster's  Dictionary  says  conver- 
sion is:  "A  spiritual  and  moral 
tjange  attending  a  change  of  belief 
Wth  conviction;  specifically  the  ex - 
jfrience  associated  with  and  involv- 
p  a  definite  and  decisive  adoption 
tf  religion,  especially  a  Christian 
iligion." 

jit  is  brought  about  by  the  preach - 
ig  of  the  Word  when  it  comes  to  the 
ejtive  part  we  Christians  play.  But 
itually  it  is  brought  about  by  the 
JBlding  of  the  lost  soul  to  Christ, 
uen  that  soul  has  been  influenced 
t]  the  wooing  of  the  Holy  Spirit. 
r^e  Bible  teaches  "But  ye  shall 
iiceive  power,  after  that  the  Holy 
Oost  is  come  upon  you:  and  ye  shall 
H  witnesses  unto  me  both  in  Jeru- 
salem, and  in  all  Judaea,  and  in 
Sjmaria,  and  unto  the  uttermost  part 
c  the  earth"  (Acts  1:8);  "And  he 
did  unto  them,  Go  ye  into  all  the 
V>rld,  and  preach  the  gospel  to  every 


creature.  He  that  believeth  and  is 
baptized  shall  be  saved;  but  he  that 
believeth  not  shall  be  damned"  (Mark 
16:15,  16). 

Paul,  the  model  soul  winner, 
writes:  "For  I  am  not  ashamed  of 
the  gospel  of  Christ:  for  it  is  the 
power  of  God  unto  salvation  to  every 
one  that  believeth;  to  the  Jew  first, 
and  also  to  the  Greek"  (Romans 
1:16).  Then  we  find  in  Hebrews, 
"For  the  word  of  God  is  quick,  and 
powerful,  and  sharper  than  any  two- 
edged  sword,  piercing  even  to  the 
dividing  assunder  of  soul  and  spirit, 
and  of  the  joints  and  marrow,  and 
is  a  discerner  of  the  thoughts  and 
intents  of  the  heart"  (Hebrews  5: 
12);  and  John  states,  "He  that  be- 
lieveth on  the  Son  hath  everlasting 
life;  and  he  that  believeth  not  the  Son 
shall  not  see  life;  but  the  wrath  of 
God  abideth  on  him"  (John  3:36). 
After  one  is  converted  he  is  des- 
cribed in  the  first  part  of  this  verse 
and  before  in  the  latter  part. 

The  words  of  Paul  and  Silas  when 
obeyed  caused  the  jailer  and  his 
household  to  be  converted:  "And 
they  said,  Believe  on  the  Lord  Jesus 
Christ,  and  thou  shalt  be  saved,  and 
thy  house.  And  they  spake  unto  him 
the  word  of  the  Lord,  and  to  all  that 
were  in  his  house.  And  he  took  them 
the  same  hour  of  the  night ,  and  washed 
their  stripes;  and  was  baptized,  he 
and  all  his,  straightway"  (Acts  16: 
31-33). 

The  word  when  received  by  a 
sinner  and  believed  in  his  heart  con- 
verts him.  "Not  by  works  of  righ- 
teousness which  we  have  done,  but  ac- 
cording to  his  mercy  he  saved  us,  by 
the  washing  of  regeneration,  and 
renewing  of  the  Holy  Ghost"  (Titus 
3:5);  "That  he  might  sanctify  and 
cleanse  it  with  the  washing  of  water 
by  the  word"  (Ephesians  5:26); 
"Wherewithal  shall  a  young  man 
cleanse  his  way?  by  taking  heed 
thereto  according  to  thy  word" 
(Psalm  119:9);  "Being  born  again, 
not  of  corruptible  seed,  but  of  in- 
corruptible, by  the  word  of  God, 
which  liveth  and  abideth  for  ever" 
(1  Peter  1:23). 

Here  is  what  George  H.  Sandison 


says  in  his  book,  "1000  Difficult  Bible 
Questions  Answered."  Vol.  1.  Page 
415: 

"By  prayer,  by  repentance  of  our 
sins,  by  sincerely  accepting  Christ 
as  Saviour,  by  surrendering  our- 
selves to  him  in  all  things  as  our 
guide,  and  by  proclaiming  our  new 
allegiance  and  striving,  with  his  help 
and  in  his  strength,  to  regulate  our 
lives  according  to  his  teachings.  Con- 
version is  a  turning  from  sin  to  righ- 
teousness, producing  thus  a  change 
in  our  thoughts,  desires,  dispositions, 
and  daily  lives,  which  is  the  work  of 
the  Holy  Spirit  upon  the  heart  as 
the  result  of  saving  faith.  Con- 
version, however,  in  the  sense  of 
turning  from  sin  and  accepting  Christ 
as  Saviour,  is  distinct  from  regen- 
eration, which  is  the  work  of  the 
Spirit  only." 

The  Holy  Spirit  who  dwells  in  the 
heart  of  every  true  believer  causes 
such  a  believer  to  witness  to  a  lost 
sinner,  giving  him  the  unadulterated 
Word  of  God  which  in  its  quickening 
power  appeals  to  the,  heart  of  the 
lost  sinner,  bringing  him  into  a 
personal  saving  knowledge  of  our 
Lord  and  Saviour  Jesus  Christ;  thus, 
converting  him  from  a  sinner  into  a 
redeemed  saint  and  cleansing  him  by 
the  precious  blood  of  Jesus  Christ. 
This  cleansing  makes  him  an  heir 
of  God  and  a  joint  heir  with  Christ 
our  Lord,  and  through  this  the  old 
things  pass  away  so  far  as  his  ex- 
perience is  concerned,  and  behold 
all  things  are  made  new  for  him  in 
Christ  our  blessed  Lord. 


Churches  and  Ministers 
Available 

(Note:  This  column  is  provided,  when 
needed,  for  any  church  that  is  seeking  a 
pastor  and  for  any  minister  who  is  seeking 
a  church  to  serve  and  would  like  to  give 
such  notice.  Please  send  the  necessary  in- 
formation to  the  editor  of  "The  Free  Will 
Baptist."  Each  notice  will  run  for  two  is- 
sues only.) 


The  Rev.  Douglas  Johnson,  528 
Second  Street,  Clayton,  North  Caro- 
lina 27520,  announces  that  he  is  avail- 
able for  supply  work  or  revivals  since 
his  retirement.  He  would  also  con- 
sider pastoring  a  half-time  church. 
Any  church  desiring  his  services  may 
contact  him  at  the  above  address  or 
by  telephoning  553-7206. 

The  Rev.  A.  G.  Smith  would  like 
to  announce  that  he  is  available  for 
pastoral  and/or  evangelistic  work. 
Any  church  interested  in  his  services 
may  contact  him  at  Route  9,  Box 
133,  Kinston,  North  Carolina  28501; 
or  telephone  523-3930. 
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WHY  A  FREE  WILL  BAPTIST  HISTORICAL  SOCIETY? 

by  Dr.  Michael  R.  Pelt 


Some  who  heard  or  read  the  an- 
nouncement that  a  meeting  would 
be  held  to  organize  a  Free  Will 
Baptist  Historical  Society  may  have 
asked,  "Why  another  meeting  and 
another  organization  among  Free  Will 
Baptists?  What  could  a  historical 
society  do  that  isn't  being  done  al- 
ready?" Perhaps  there  are  those 
who  feel  that  the  denomination  has 
been  served  well  enough  by  persons 
who  had  the  responsibility  of  keeping 
records  and  preserving  our  heritage 
in  the  past.  But  I  suspect  that  your 
presence  here  today  is  testimony  to 
a  desire  to  see  that  more  is  done  to 
preserve  our  heritage  in  the  future 
than  has  been  done  before  now  and  that 
you  want  to  find  out  more  about  our 
past  than  you  already  know. 

One  thing  that  concerns  most  of  us 
is  the  fact  that  despite  years  of  ef- 
fort in  trying  to  collect  materials  for 
a  history  of  our  denomination,  nothing 
like  a  complete  history  of  the  de- 
nomination, even  in  North  Carolina, 
has  yet  been  written.  This  is  not  to 
detract  from  the  noble  efforts  of  those 
few  who  have  compiled  a  narrative 
of  major  developments  in  the  history 
of  the  denomination,  often  without 
adequate  decumentation  because  of 
the  lack  of  sources  or  the  failure  to 
consult  the  sources  that  are  available. 
As  one  who  had  undertaken  research 
in  other  areas,  I  would  be  the  first  to 
admit  the  enormity  of  the  task  of 
preparing  a  respectable  history  of 
Free  Will  Baptists.  It  is  significant 
that  the  only  work  dealing  with  the 
early  history  of  Free  Will  Baptists  in 
North  Carolina  that  could  reasonably 
be  called  a  product  of  historical  can- 
didate preparing  his  dissertation.  We 
are  fortunate  that  he  (Dr.  William  F. 
Davidson)  decided  to  publish  the  re- 
sults of  his  work,  entitled  Early  His- 
tory of  Free  Will  Baptist  (1727- 
1830). 

The  Rev.  Floyd  B.  Cherry  has 
recently  given  us  his  survey  of 
the  history  of  Free  Will  Baptists  in 
a  volume  that  serves  a  wider  pur- 
pose than  a  volume  dealing  with  his- 
tory alone.    We  are  indebted  to  him 


for  making  his  work  available  at 
this  time  because  it  will  whet  the 
appetite  of  many  of  us  who  have 
waited  for  his  contribution  to  appear 
in  print. 

My  own  recent  stay  in  England 
with  the  opportunity  it  provided  for 
some  reading  in  English  Baptist  his- 
tory, the  contact  with  British  Bap- 
tists, and  the  opportunity  to  visit 
places  of  historical  interest  have 
stimulated  my  own  desire  to  study 
the  English  background  of  Free  Will 
Baptists.  It  is  clear  to  me,  at  least, 
that  our  roots  lie  among  the  early 
General  Baptists  of  England.  We 
must  look  beyond  leaders  such  as 
Paul  Palmer  and  Joseph  Parker  to 
find  the  origin  of  those  ideas  and 
practices  that  identify  the  people 
who  are  later  called  Free  Will  Bap- 
tists. 

A  historical  society  can  provide 
a  collective  means  of  achieving  cer- 
tain practical  aims,  without  which 
we  cannot  hope  to  become  better 
informed  about  our  history.  These 
I  have  listed  elsewhere  as  follows: 

(1)  The  gathering  of  materials 
for  the  Historical  Collection  at  Mount 
Olive  College,  the  recognized  de- 
pository of  such  materials; 

(2)  Study  and  research  on  the 
history  of  Free  Will  Baptists,  in- 
cluding local  churches,  ministers, 
laymen,  institutions,  conferences, 
and  the  denomination  as  a  whole; 

(3)  The  preparation  and  reading 
of  papers  resulting  from  significant 
research  on  Free  Will  Baptists;  and 

(4)  The  publication  of  papers  and 
articles  dealing  with  denominational 
history. 

It  is  our  hope  that  an  organized 
society  will  promote  these  and  re- 
lated aims.  A  society  can  do  even 
more.  It  can  pull  together  the 
scattered  efforts  of  those  who  have 
a  genuine  interest  in  preserving  our 
heritage.  It  can  furnish  the  collective 
will  to  achieve  what  individuals  can 
hardly  accomplish  alone.  It  will 
give  direction  to  our  work  so  that 
our  common  effort  will  see  more 
positive  results  with  as  little  dup- 


lication of  effort  as  possible, 
will  stimulate  a  greater  interest 
heritage  on  the  part  of  both  mini stei 
and  laymen.  It  will  help  to  make  \ 
more  aware  of  the  value  of  our  he] 
itage  as  an  important  factor  in  shapii 
the  present  and  future  of  the  d<! 
nomination.  It  can  help  to  inforj 
our  people  about  the  past  so  th 
they  can  understand  who  we  arj 
what  are  our  strengths  and  our  weal! 
nesses,  and  how  we  developed  as ' 
denomination. 

One  further  question,  What  can  II 
do  as  members  of  a  historic; 
society?  It  is  well  to  remember  th|j 
the  very  existence  of  an  organizatie 
will  not  guarantee  the  achieveme 
of  the  aims  we  have  stated.  Thewoiji 
of  the  society  will  have  to  be  done  l| 
individuals  working  together  who  be] 
lieve  in  these  aims  and  consider  the] 
worthwhile.  Many  persons  will  ha\t 
to  be  enlisted  in  this  effort  who  c| 
handle  a  variety  of  tasks.  Ask 
from  the  leadership  to  be  provide! 
by  officers  of  the  society,  the  men| 
bership  must  be  willing  to  devo| 
some  time  between  meetings  in  tlji 
search  for  material  already  in  prij 
and  for  those  hard  -  to  -  locate  facts  thij 
will  throw  more  light  on  those  timeji 
when  Free  Will  Baptists  recorded  d 
little  of  their  history  in  permanent 
form. 

We   can  begin  by  examining  tlj 
many  possibilities  for  contributing] 
the  aims  of  the  society.    Here  ai 
some  suggestions:  Mr.  Barefoot  wi 
later  identify  some  items  that  ai{ 
being  sought  for  the  Historical  Co.] 
lection.    If  we  know  where  not  thes 
can  be  obtained,  or  if  we  should  leal 
of  the  whereabouts  of  such  items  in  tit 
future,  we  should  try  to  persuade  ti 
owner  to  donate  them  to  the  collectioi 
If  we  have  any  inclination  to  searc 
for  information  on  a  local  church, 
conference,  an  institution,  or  othe 
denominational  organization  and  pre 
pare  a  written  account  of  its  histor! 
making  it  available  to  all  interestei 
persons  through  this  society  and  tl 
pages  of  the  Baptist,  we  shall  ha) 
made    a    substantial  contributio 
Others     may     wish    to  researe 
the      life     of     some     Free  Wi 
Baptist    minister    who    has  serve 
the  Lord  and  the  Free  Will  Baj 
tist   denomination  with  distinction 
There  are  some  who  ought  to  considej 
preparing    an  autobiographical  a(i 
count  of  their  ministry,  either  i 
clergy,  or  as  dedicated  laymen.  Whe 
the  process  of  indexing  items  in  pa| 
issues  of  The  Free  Will  Baptist 
completed,  a  task  undertaken  by  M 
Barefoot,    an   important  source 
information  will  be  available  to  r< 
searchers  using  the  collection.  j 

As  members  of  the  society  we  c 
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.iicourage  Free  Will  Baptist  churches 
id  other  organizations  to  microfilm 
jeir  records  in  order  to  prevent 

eir  being  lost  by  fire  or  other 
luses.     We  can  take  the  initiative 

obtaining  oral  histories  of  churches 
v  the  use  of  tape  recorders.  Much 
at  has  happened  within  the  twentieth 
[witury  will  be  lost  unless  we  per- 
lade  people  to  tell  us  what  they  can 
'collect  that  was  never  recorded  in 
'■int. 

1  Most  of  us  will  need  to  learn  some 
isic  principles  to  be  used  in  under - 
Iking  historical  research,  in  order 
1  avoid  some  of  the  most  common 
Itfalls  of  amateur  researchers.  It 
I  111  help  if  we  can  become  aware  of 
lor  biases,  including  the  tendency  to 
[lake  the  sources  say  what  we  want 
lem   to    say.    We  hope  that  this 
)ciety  can  serve  its  membership  by 
(riving  to  make  us  aware  of  the 
ghest  canons  of  historiography,  for 
I  is  no  good  to  learn  about  the  past 
what  we  learn  turns  out  to  be 
pmething  other  than  the  real  thing, 
jecause  our  history  includes  some 
fipleasant   experiences,  it  will  be 
Impting  to  gloss  over  those  times 
{*  make  them    look  better  or  per- 
|ips   worse  than  they  were.  But 
je  will  serve  the  denomination,  as 
ell  as  all  those  who  may  be  in- 
prested  in  our  history,  far  better 
f  we  try  to  get  at  the  truth  and  in- 
|rpret  the  facts  as  fairly  and  im- 
iBrtially  as  we  can. 

jThe  above  remarks  were  made  by  Dr. 
|glt  at  the  first  meeting  of  the  Free  Will 
kptist  Historical  Society  on  October  12, 
|74,  at  Mount  Olive  College.  The  next 
leeting  of  the  society  will  be  held  Decern - 
;r  5  at  the  College. 


First  Meeting  of 
Historical  Society 

A  meeting  to  organize  a  Free  Will 
laptist  Historical  Society  was  held 
October  12,  1974,  in  the  Historical 
loom  of  Moye  Library  on  the  campus 
If  Mount  Olive  College.  Dr.  Michael 
lelt  presided,  the  Rev.  James  Evans 
ave  the  invocation,  and  Dr.  W. 
urkette  Raper  welcomed  the  par- 

cipants.  There  were  twenty -one 
ersons  in  attendance,  representing 

broad  spectrum. 

Dr.  Pelt  addressed  the  meeting 
n  the  subject,  "Why  a  Free  Will 
laptist  Historical  Society?"  which 
ppears  in  this  issue  of  the  Baptist. 

Mr.  Gary  Barefoot  reported  on 
'The  Present  Status  of  the  Historical 
collection  at  Mount  Olive  College." 
Ie  indicated  that  the  collection  is  in 
tie  best  state  of  organization  that  it 
i as  ever  been,  that  there  are  ap- 


proximately 10,000  items  in  the  col- 
lection, and  that  every  printed  item 
is  catalogued.  The  collection  in- 
cludes such  materials  as  bound  vol- 
umes, conference  minutes,  local 
church  minutes,  tracts,  sermon  out- 
lines, certificates,  and  various  manu- 
scripts. To  aid  researchers  in  the 
use  of  the  collection  several  indexes 
and  files  have  been  prepared.  These 
are: 

1.  A  church  history  file; 

2.  Information  file  which  includes 
biographical  accounts  of  ministers; 

3.  Index  of  obituaries  of  Free  Will 
Baptist  ministers  and  some  laymen; 

4.  File  of  North  Carolina 
churches; 

5.  Index  to  manuscripts  which 
includes  family  and  church  names; 

6.  Picture  file; 

7.  Checklist  of  periodicals; 

8.  Index  to  The  Free  Will  Baptist 
(in  process  of  preparation). 

Mr.  Barefoot  encouraged  members 
of  the  society  to  make  an  effort  to 
locate  copies  of  conference  minutes 
which  are  still  lacking  to  complete 
the  files  of  such  minutes. 

Mr.  George  Stevenson  gave  a  pre- 
sentation on  the  topic  "Resources 
on  Free  Will  Baptist  History  Outside 
the  Collection."  He  cited  the  fol- 
lowing sources  of  information: 

1 .  The  North  Carolina  Collection 
at  UNC  at  Chapel  Hill  -  -  an  excellent 
source  for  statistics  and  local  infor- 
mation such  as   county  histories; 

2.  Southern  Historical  Collection 
at  UNC  at  Chapel  Hill- -may  be  a  good 
source  of  information  on  Free  Will 
Baptist  ministers; 

3.  Duke  University  Manuscripts 
Collection; 

4.  Disciples  Collection  at  Atlantic 
Christian  College,  Wilson,  North 
Carolina; 

5.  North  Carolina  Department  of 
Archives  and  History- -contains 
copies  of  deeds,  wills,  court  minutes, 
North  Carolina  Supreme  Court  cases, 
and  legislative  papers  (including  Free 
Will  Baptist  petitions  and  other  docu- 
ments). 

In  the  business  session  which 
followed  the  program  the  following 
officers  were  elected:  President,  the 
Rev.  James  Evans;  vice-president, 
Dr.  Michael  Pelt;  secretary,  the  Rev. 
Bruce  Dudley;  and  treasurer,  Miss 
Louise  Edgerton. 

A  Constitution  Committee  was  ap- 
pointed to  prepare  a  draft  for  the 
next  meeting.  This  committee  would 
include  the  members  of  the  Executive 
Committee,  together  with  Messrs. 
Gary  Barefoot,  George  Stevenson, 
and  Claude  Moore. 

The  next  meeting  of  the  society  will 
be  held  on  Thursday,  December 
5,  1974,  in  the  Moye  Library,  Mount 
Olive  College,  at  1:30  p.m.  Since 


this  is  the  date  for  Founders'  Day 
at  the  College,  it  is  suggested  that 
members  may  wish  to  attend  the 
Founders'  Day  program  which  begins 
at  11  a.m.,  and  includes  a  luncheon 
at  noon.  Charter  membership  in  the 
historical  society  will  be  left  open 
through  the  next  meeting.  Those  in- 
terested in  becoming  charter  mem- 
bers should  contact  one  of  the  officers 
listed  above  or  plan  to  attend  the 
next  meeting  on  December  5. 


THE  REV.  PHILIP  C.  WIGGS* 

On  Monday  morning,  April  8, 1974, 
God  saw  fit  to  relieve  my  daddy, 
the  Rev.  Philip  C.  Wiggs,  of  all  his 
earthly  sufferings  by  visiting  his 
bedside  in  Edgecombe  Memorial 
Hospital,  Tarboro,  and  calling  him 
home. 

Funeral  services  were  conducted 
on  Wednesday,  April  10,  at  the  Edge- 
wood  Free  Will  Baptist  Church  by  the 
Revs.  E.  E.  Edwards  and  L.B.  Man- 
ning. He  was  laid  to  rest  in  the 
Queen  Ann  Cemetery,  Fountain,  to 
join  three  of  his  children  already 
there,  over  which  was  laid  the  most 
beautiful  mound  of  flowers  you  ever 
saw.  He  leaves  to  mourn  their  loss 
his  wife,  four  sons,  three  daughters, 
ten  grandchildren,  two  brothers,  and 
one  sister. 

Dear  Daddy,  how  I  miss  you 
No  one  will  ever  know; 
But  when  I  hear  God  whisper  low, 
"Come  my  child,  it's  time  to  go"; 
There  to  be  with  Him  and  His  own, 
For  God  is  still  our  King  on  the 
throne. 

The  suffering  you  bore  cannot  com- 
pare 

With  the  glories  of  Christ  you  share. 
Oh!     That  one  day  when  we  meet 
again 

To  sing  together  in  the  glad  refrain, 
"How  Beautiful  Heaven  Must  Be"; 
So  Daddy,  continue  to  wait  for  me. 

Each  time  your  wheelchair  I  see, 
I  think  of  all  the  fond  memories- - 
Memories  of  the  good  times  together; 
Times  years  can  never  sever. 
Though  your  body  lies  beneath  the 
clay, 

My  precious  thought  can  never  be 
taken  away. 

Your  place  at  home  no  one  can  fill; 
There  seems  to  be  a  whisper,  "Peace 

be  still." 
Though  we  all  miss  you,  you  know, 
To   be   with   God   you  had  to  go. 
Now   you   sit   with   Him   on  high, 
Nevermore  to  suffer  and  die. 

(Continued  on  Page  15) 
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Of  Denominational  Interest 


Pleasant  Hill  Revival 
November  17-23 


The  Rev.  David  C.  Hansley  will  be 
the  visiting  evangelist  for  revival 
services  at  the  Pleasant  Hill  Free 
Will  Baptist  Church  located  on  North 
Carolina  Highway  43,  near  Calico 
Crossroads,  the  week  of  November 
17-23,  beginning  each  evening  at  7: 45. 
Mr.  Hansley  will  be  assisted  by  the 
pastor,  the  Rev.  W.  H.  Willis.  There 
will  be  special  music  and  good 
preaching  each  evening.  The  public 
is  cordially  invited  to  attend. 


Winterville  Revival 
In  Progress 

Revival  services  are  in  progress 
this  week  at  the  Winterville,  North 
Carolina,  Free  Will  Baptist 
Church,  continuing  through  Friday 
evening  ,  November  8.  The  visiting 
evangelist  is  the  Rev.  Jerry  English, 
a  member  of  the  "Four  in  Christ 
Quartet."  Services  are  beginning 
each  evening  at  7:30  with  the  pastor, 
the  Rev.  Jack  Mayo,  assisting  Mr. 
English.  The  "Four  in  Christ  Quar- 
tet" will  be  the  featured  singers 
for  Friday  night.  A  cordial  welcome 
is  extended  to  everyone  to  attend  the 
remainder  of  these  services. 


LaGrange  Church 
Announces  Revival  Services 

The  LaGrange,  North  Carolina, 
Free  Will  Baptist  Church  announces 
revival   services   for   the  week  of 


November  11-16.  Services  will  be- 
gin each  evening  at  7:30  with  the 
Rev.  Clyde  Cox  as  the  guest  minister. 
The  pastor,  the  Rev.  L.  B.  Manning, 
will  assist  Mr.  Cox  each  evening  in 
the  services  which  will  feature 
special  music.  Everyone  is  invited 
to  attend  and  be  much  in  prayer  for 
the  success  of  the  meeting. 


Jack  Mayo  Evangelist  for 
Friendship  Revival 


The  Rev.  Jack  Mayo  of  Winterville 
will  be  the  guest  minister  for  re- 
vival services  at  Friendship  Free 
Will  Baptist  Church,  Route  1,  Farm- 
ville,  the  week  of  November  11-16, 
beginning  nightly  at  7:30.  The  pas- 
tor, the  Rev.  Walter  Reynolds,  will 
assist  in  the  services  which  prom- 
ises to  be  filled  with  Bible 
preaching,  gospel  singing,  and  spir- 
itual fellowship.  Everyone  is  invited 
to  attend  and  bring  their  families  and 
friends. 


First  Church,  Smithfield 
Announces  Revival 

The  First  Free  Will  Baptist  Church 
of  Smithfield  and  its  pastor,  the  Rev. 
L.  B.  Woodall  Jr.,  announce  their  fall 
revival  meeting  for  the  week  of  No- 
vember 10  through  15.  Services  will 
begin  each  evening  throughout  the 
week  at  7:30. 

The  Rev.  C.  H.  Overman,  pastor  of 
the  Ayden  church,  is  scheduled  to  be 


the  guest  minister  to  do  the  preachi 
each  evening. 

The  church  membership  and  1 
pastor  invite  their  many  friends 
visit  and  worship  with  them  duri 
this  week  of  revival  services. 


Mrs.  Loftin  Honored 
By  Marsh  Swamp  Church 


During  the  worship  hour  on  Sufl 
day,  October  6,  the  Marsh  Swar| 
Free  Will  Baptist  Church,  Route| 
Sims,  honored  a  very  dear  and  fait] 
ful  member,  Mrs.  Blanche  Barn! 
Loftin.  Mrs.  Loftin  had  just  r! 
signed  as  church  clerk  after  servi I 
in  this  capacity  for  thirty -two  year1 

Mrs.  Loftin  began  her  many  yea| 
of  faithful  service  to  Marsh  Swarj) 
church  when  at  the  age  of  twelve  sj 
was  asked  to  play  the  piano  for  Su 
day  school.  She  later  became churj 
organist  and  music  director.  9 
fifty-three  years  the  church  depend* 
on  her  in  the  music  department. 
1942  she  was  chosen  to  supervise  II 
newly  organized  Fellowship  Club  II 
the  young  people  and  continued  in  til 
capacity  until  1957.  Also  on  Augui 
1,  1942,  she  was  elected  as  chur'j 
clerk. 

In   token   of  appreciation,  Ma'i 
Rachel  Miller  pinned  a  corsage 
Mrs.  Loftin;  and  the  pastor,  the  Re| 
Adrian    Grubbs,    presented  her 
plaque  and  a  watch  from  the  membeii 
of  the  church. 


Revival  Services  'Scheduled 
For  Grimsley  Church 

The  Rev.  Norman  Ard  of  P 
Hill  will  serve  as  guest  evangel 
for  a  series  of  revival  services 
be  held  at  the  Grimsley  Free  V 
Baptist  Church,  Route  1,  Snow  H 
North  Carolina,  the  week  of  Nove 
ber  11-16.  The  time  of  the  servh 
is  7:30  p.m.,  with  the  pastor  of 
church,  the  Rev.  Tom  Mill< 
assisting  Mr.  Ard.  Each  service  v 
feature  special  music  by  local  i 

(Continued  on  Page  15) 
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Free  Will  Baptist  Children's  Home 

"A  Christian  Home  for  Bors  and  Girls"  i 
MIDM.KSKX,  NORTH  CAROLINA  27557 
MR.  SAMMY  WEEKS,  Superintendent  -  Phone  (919)235-4079 


I  

Free  Will  Baptist 
Retirement  Homes 

The  retirement  homes  proposal 
Idopted  by  the  State  Convention  in 
■eptember,  1974,  was  contingent  upon 
ratification  by  conference  repre- 
I  enting  a  majority  of  the  members  of 
I  tie  Free  Will  Baptist  denomination. 

This  item  of  business  was  brought 
lefore  the  Albemarle,  Western,  and 
■astern  Conferences,  and  the  Pee 
Wee  Association  for  a  vote  and  was 
Inanimously  passed  by  each.  Rati- 
fication by  these  conferences  repre- 
sents well  over  a  majority  of  our 
JJenomination,  so  the  Retirement 
Jlomes  Corporation  will  be  es- 
tablished effective  January  1,  1975. 
i  (Construction  of  the  building  will 
Jommence  thereafter  as  money  is 
available 

|  Even  though  a  majority  vote  has 
»{een  obtained,  this  proposal  will  still 
lie  presented  to  the  remaining  con- 
J  erences .  Hopefully,  it  will  pass  these 
) conferences  as  well  as  the  first  ones. 

j  There  have  been  and  will  be  more 
i  jdministrative    costs  incurred  be- 

pre  the  actual  construction  begins. 
|jn  the  event  there  are  persons  who 

lire  ready  to  start  making  contri- 
butions, you  may  do  so  by  mailing 

hem  to  the  following  address: 
If  Director,  Free  Will  Baptist  Retire- 
ment Homes,  General  Delivery, 
.Middlesex,  North  Carolina  27557. 

We  humbly  submit  your  prayers 
|p  we  plan  for  and  implement  this 

puch  needed  program  for  our  elders. 


School  News 

by  Dianne  Lane 

This  year  the  Children's  Home  has 
||0  children  enrolled  in  the  Nash 
County  schools.  We  have  36  students 
jttending  Middlesex  Elementary 
iChool,  which  includes  kindergarten 
lirough  the  sixth  grades,  and  13 
eventh  and  eighth  graders  attending 
paulding  Middle  School.  We  have  10 
.inth  graders  at  Southern  Nash  Junior 
|Iigh  School  and  11  students  enrolled 
s  sophomores,  juniors,  and  seniors 
t  Southern  Nash  Senior  High  School, 
j  To  assist  our  children  in  their 
jtudies,  we  hold  a  study  hall  each 
jfternoon,  Monday  through  Thursday, 
for  the  first  through  sixth  grades 
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and  each  night  for  the  seventh  through 
the  twelfth  grades.  At  this  time  a 
student  can  come  to  get  help  with 
his  homework  or  be  tutored  in  any 
subject  that  he  is  having  problems 
with.  Presently,  the  students  making 
below  a  "C"  in  any  subject  will  have 
a  specific  time  during  which  he  or  she 
must  attend  study  hall  in  order  to  be 
tutored  in  that  subject.  Study  hall,  at 
this  time,  is  being  held  in  one  of  the 
larger  classrooms  in  the  church; 
however,  we  will  soon  be  moving  all 
the  educational  facilities  into  the  old 
Albemarle  II  Cottage. 

Our  first  project  for  the  1974-75 
school  year  is  to  have  an  "Open 
House"  here  at  the  Home  for  the 
principals  and  faculties  of  our  four 
schools.  We  feel  that  the  teachers 
will  be  better  able  to  work  with  us 
here  at  the  Home  as  well  as  our 
children  if  they  can  see  the  environ- 
ment in  which  their  students  live. 
We  also  want  them  to  be  aware  of 
and  understand  the  educational  op- 
portunities that  we  provide  for  the 
children  through  our  tutoring  pro- 
gram. We  are  looking  forward  to  a 
very  successful  school  year  and  wish 
for  all  our  students  much  success  in 
their  studies. 


State  Cottage  Completed 

On  Saturday,  October  12,  the  boys 
from  the  Albemarle  II  Cottage  were 
very  excited  because  this  was  the 
day  that  they  moved  into  their  new 
home,  the  State  Cottage. 

The  cottage  is  not  completely  fin- 
ished, but  was  near  enough  to  be 
moved  into .  Such  things  as  doorbells , 
outside  painting,  storm  windows, 
shutters,  and  landscaping  are  still 
lacking  at  the  time  of  this  writing. 
The  cottage  is  lovely  and  comfortable: 
an  addition  to  our  campus  of  which 
our  denomination  should  be  very 
proud. 

A  dedication  service  will  be  held 
at  1:30  p.m.  on  Saturday,  November 
23.  We  invite  all  of  you  to  come  for 
this  special  occasion. 

Even  though  the  cottage  has  been 
completed,  only  enough  money  has 
been  raised  to  pay  for  one  fourth  of 
the  $70,000  total  cost.  If  you  would 
like  to  make  a  contribution  to  this 
fund,  we'd  be  very  grateful.  Contri- 


butions of  $500  or  more  will  be  rec- 
ognized on  a  marble  plaque  which 
will  be  on  permanent  display  in  the 
foyer  of  the  cottage. 


November  -  -  Children's 
Home  Month 

For  many  years  the  month  of  No- 
vember has  been  recognized  by  our 
denomination  as  "Children's  Home 
Month."  During  November,  most  of 
our  Free  Will  Baptist  churches  will 
schedule  a  particular  Sunday  to  ob- 
serve Children's  Home  Day  through 
special  prayers  and  offerings. 

This  year  we  are  asking  each 
church  ,  if  possible,  to  observe  Chil- 
dren's Home  Day  on  Sunday  Novem- 
ber 10.  We  sincerely  believe  that 
praying  and  working  in  unison  will 
bring  forth  many  results.  We  extend 
to  you  a  challenge  to  do  two  things 
for  us  on  this  special  Sunday:  First, 
earnestly  pray  for  us,  for  we  de- 
pend upon  the  power  and  wisdom  of 
God  and  know  that  He  is  supreme. 
Second,  receive  a  special  offering 
for  us  and  accept,  as  a  challenge, 
the  amount  of  $1  per  member. 

In  a  recent  article  in  The  Free 
Will  Baptist,  you  were  notified  that 
the  "Turkey  Folders"  were  at  the 
Home  which  can  be  used  by  churches 
for  the  Thanksgiving  offering.  These 
folders  are  available  to  you  upon  re- 
quest; so  if  you  desire  to  use  them, 
notify  us  as  soon  as  possible. 

On  Saturday,  November  23,  at  10: 
30  a.m.  ,  our  Thanksgiving  services 
will  begin  at  the  Children's  Home. 
This  will  be  an  all -day  celebration 
and  we  hope  that  all  of  you  will  come. 
Our  attendance  was  small  last  year 
so  please  make  special  efforts  to 
worship  with  us  this  year  and  ob- 
serve the  Lord's  blessings.  At 
12  o'clock  we  will  eat  dinner  on  the 
grounds  and  we  ask  you  to  bring  a 
picnic  basket  with  you.  The  Home 
will  provide  the  drinks,  so  you  need 
not  bring  them.  We  will  have  extra 
food,  so  whether  you  bring  food  or 
not,  please  come!  At  1:30  p.m.  we 
will  assemble  together  at  the  State 
Cottage  for  a  special  dedication  ser- 
vice. At  2:30  we  will  have  a  gospel 
singing  in  Memorial  Chapel.  Also, 
at  that  time  open  house  will  prevail 
so  that  you  might  see  the  entire 
campus  and  farm. 

Our  guest  speaker  for  the  morning 
services  will  be  the  Rev.  J.  B. 
Starnes,  pastor  of  Holly  Springs 
Free  Will  Baptist  Church  at  Newport. 
We  plan  to  have  a  short  Thanks- 
giving program  in  which  the  children 
will  participate;  also  some  special 
singing.  During  the  morning  ser- 
vices there  will  be  a  place  on  the 

(Continued  on  Page  15) 
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Joseph  Ingram      ^^^^T^^  ) 
Director-Treasurer  —  - — 


FOREIGN  MISSIONS 


Taylor  Hill 
Director-Treasurer 
HOME  MISSIONS 


Missions  Study  Course 


Here  is  something  new:  a  study 
course  in  the  form  of  a  sermon!  Not 
just  any  sermon,  but  one  delivered  at 
the  Western  Auxiliary  Convention  by 
our  director  of  missions,  the  Rev. 
Joseph  Ingram. 

This  sermon,  "Demand  for 
Supreme  Love,"  based  on  John  21: 
15-17,  so  inspired  our  State  Auxil- 
iary president,  Mrs.  D.  W.  Hancock, 
that  she  and  I  wish  to  share  it  with 
everyone. 

This  study  course  will  be  held  at 
St.  Mary's  Free  Will  Baptist  Church, 
New  Bern,  Sunday  evening,  November 
10,  beginning  at  7:30. 

If  this  does  not  conflict  with  your 
regular  services,  please  attend  and 
share  in  the  blessings  which  are  in 
store  for  you.  Remember,  too,  this 
can  count  for  a  study  course  for 
your  auxiliary. 

Mr.  Adaline  Gray, 
Eastern  District 
Missions  Chairman 


Weekend  Revival  at 
Henderson  Mission 

A  successful  weekend  revival  was 
held  at  the  Westwood  Hills  Free  Will 
Baptist  Mission  in  Henderson  October 
17-20.  The  Rev.  Grayson  Spencer 
of  High  Point  was  the  visiting  min- 
ister,   along   with  the  Rev.  Danny 


Braswell  of  Wilson  who  brought  the 
Sunday  morning  message.  There 
was  special  singing  during  each  ser- 
vice and  everyone  had  a  wonderful 
time  in  Christ. 

The  attendance  during  the  revival 
was  tremendous:  Thursday  evening, 
49;  Friday  evening,  32;  Saturday 
evening,  83;  Sunday  morning,  20;  and 
Sunday  evening,  38. 

The  pastor  of  the  Westwood  Hills 
mission,  the  Rev.  Stanley  Slaughter, 
makes  the  following  statement:  "I, 
and  the  members  of  the  mission, 
invite  everyone  to  come  to  Henderson 
and  visit  with  us.  The  Home  Missions 
Department  has  helped  us  greatly  in 
having  a  new  building  to  worship  in, 
for  which  we  give  God  the  glory. 
Please  pray  for  us  and  the  mission." 


Hillsborough  Mission 
One  Year  Old 

It  has  been  one  year  since  the 
Home  Missions  Department  answered 
the  call  to  rescue  the  West  Hills- 
borough Free  Will  Baptist  Church 
from  the  state  of  closed  doors. 

The  Rev.  Grayson  Spencer,  a  mem- 
ber of  the  home  missions  board, 
offered  his  services  to  commute  from 
High  Point  and  help  rescue  the  church. 
We  are  happy  to  report  that  things 
have  worked  out  very  well.  The  few 
remaining  members  started  afresh  as 
a  mission,  and  interest  has  continued 
to  grow. 

Brother  Spencer  is  very  en- 
thusiastic and  positive  thinking  about 
the  future  of  the  mission.  He 
states  that  there  is  a  good  mixture  of 
ages  that  is  the  making  for  a  solid 
and  healthy  church.  They  desire  the 
prayers  of  everyone.  The  thing  that 
makes  them,  and  all  other  Christian 
mission  people  so  important,  is  that 
they  are  living  souls  who  are  seeking 
to  strengthen  our  cause  for  Christ. 

Taylor  Hill, 
Home  Missions 
Secretary- Treasurer 


INSPIRED 
I  know  the  Bible  is  inspired  because 
it  finds  me  at  greater  depths  of  my 
being     than     any     other  book.-- 
Coleridge. 


New  Growth 


by 

Mr*.  Royee  Matthews 
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JUDGING  OTHERS 

Whether  we  do  it  conscientious! 
or  unconscientously,  all  of  us  hav 
a  tendency  to  judge  our  associates 

Those  active  in  Sunday  school  seer! 
to  think  the  non- Sunday  school  churc 
members  to  be  about  "half  in  there.' 

If  you're  not  engaged  in  woman' 
auxiliary  work,  the  members  thin 
you  are  failing  in  your  duty  to  God 

If  you  don't  sing  in  the  choir' 
choir  members  think  you  eithe 
can't  sing  a  note  or  else  you're  mis 
managing   your   God -given  talents 

If  you  aren't  an  active  supporte 
of  the  young  people's  work,  you  ai 
branded  a  youth  hater. 

If  you  don't  carry  a  leather  boun 
Bible- -the  Scofield  reference  edi 
tion- -under  your  left  arm  durin 
Sunday  services  and  on  Wednesda 
night,  the  Bible  carriers  think you'r 
lacking   something   in  the  heart 

You  see,  whatever  we  ourselves  d 
should  be  the  gospel  for  everyon 
else. 

What  do  you  think  of  the  followir 
church  member? 

He  does  not  regularly  attend  hi 
church.  In  fact,  once  he  misse 
five  Sundays  straight. 

One  day,  he  came  in  to  find  a  pari 
going  on,  and  because  he  wasn't  ir 
vited,  in  anger,  right  in  the  midd 
of  the  festivities,  he  turned  tli 
tables  over  and  chased  the  deacon:! 
the  choir  members,  the  pastor,  ar 
the  visitors  out. 

He  was  caught  once  alone  with  i 
divorcee  who  had  several  ex-hus 
bands  and  she  wasn't  married  to  he 
present  roommate. 

It  is  not  unusual  to  find  him  wii 
hoodlums  and  people  with  shady  re] 
utations. 

He   is  a  drifter  who  has  neve! 
settled   down  and  owned  propertj 
He  never  takes  the  responsibility 
political  leadership  in  the  churcl| 

What  is  your  reaction  to  such 
member?  Before  you  judge  th 
member  too  harshly,  it  may  do  we 
to  know  who  you  are  judging.  H[ 
name  is  Jesus. 

We  also  err  when  we  judge  oil 
associates.  After  all,  we  do  nj 
know  the  affairs  of  the  heart. 
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The 


Unmitigated 


by  the  Rev.  R.  P.  Harris 


I  Scriptural  Basis:  "Glorious things 
ire  spoken  of  thee,  O  city  of 
Sod.  .  .  ."  (Psalm  87:3). 

rHE  BIBLE  SPEAKS  OF  HEAVEN 

The  Holy  Bible  does  speak  of  hea- 
|en  in  many  places  and  in  many 
Vays.  Heaven  is  described  to  us  as 
jeing  the  most  wonderful,  the  most 
ilorious,  and  the  most  beautiful  cre- 
ation of  Almighty  God.  Yet  great 
masses  of  people  whom  God  created 
lo  not  believe  it.  If  they  really  be- 
lieve what  the  Bible  says  about  hea- 
ren  and  who  is  going  there,  they 
yould  change  their  way  of  living. 
\nything  as  beautiful  and  glorious  as 
leaven  is  described  as  being  should 
j:laim  the  undivided  attention  of 
Everybody. 

"  For  example,  just  suppose  I  would 
innounce  in  my  church  that  I  would 
juve  to  each  and  every  person  in 
Jittendance  on  a  certain  day  one 
jnillion,  tax-free  dollars;  and  those 
(•eceiving  this  vast  sum  of  money 
jvould  be  free  to  trade  on  today's 
jnarket  and  purchase  anything  they 
iesired.  There  is  no  doubt  but 
hat  the  attendance  that  day  would 
be  far  better  than  normal.  This 
Vould  especially  be  true  if  I  went 
Lo  the  trouble  to  announce  this 
.hrough  the  news  media  and  per- 
son-to -person  contact.  More  so 
jvould  this  be  true  if  I  had  won 
a  place  of  prominence  and  depend- 
ability among  my  congregation. 
Now  heaven  is  worth  more  than 

II  the  money  in  the  world  and  all 
pat  money  could  buy.  Yet  people 
lo  not  regard  the  invitation  of  Jesus 
jis  anything  important  at  all.  We, 
)f  course,  know  that  the  devil  has 
ponned  and  brainwashed  the  general 
public  and  persuaded  them  to  pay 
10  attention  to  what  they  hear  about 
lieaven.  They  will,  however,  politely 
jidmit  belief  in  heaven,  but  their 
'esponse  and  their  action  say  in  no 
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by  Darlene  Clark 
(Twelve  Years  Old) 
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"And  the  LORD  smelled  a  sweet  savour;  and  the  LORD  said  in  his  heart, 
I  will  not  again  curse  the  ground  any  more  for  man's  sake;  for  the  imagi- 
nation of  man's  heart  is  evil  from  his  youth;  neither  will  I  again  smite  any 
more  every  thing  living,  as  I  have  done"  (Genesis  8:21). 


uncertain  terms  that  they  do  not 
believe  it. 

The  Words  of  the  Lord  (the  Bible) 
speak  plainly,  and  warnings  are  woven 
into  the  entire  text,  telling  people 
of  sins  which  men  must  give  up  if 
they  expect  to  go  to  heaven.  Yet 
they  continue  to  sin. 

God,  in  His  Word,  deals  with  every 
evil  and  makes  it  plain  that  these 
evils  cannot  and  will  not  be  allowed 


in  the  lives  of  His  saints.  Jesus 
Christ  has  offered  to  clothe  us  with 
His  very  own  righteousness  if  we 
will  only  trust  Him.  Men  are  able 
to  discipline  themselves  for  every 
vocation  or  calling  they  desire.  But 
even  so-called  Christians  find  it 
difficult  to  discipline  themselves  in 
spiritual  things. 

(Continued  on  Page  15) 
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ST.  CLAIRE  BIBLE  CLAS0) 
THE   SUNDAY  >  s 

SCHOOL  LESSOI^ 

FOR  NOVEMBER  17 


ANEW  SPIRIT...  A  NEW  PEOPLE 


Printed  Text:  Ezekiel  36:22-32 
Memory  Verse:  Ezekiel  36:26 

I.  INTRODUCTION 

Ezekiel  and  Jeremiah  were  con- 
temporary prophets,  both  minister- 
ing at  the  same  time;  hence,  in  our 
Old  Testament  survey  we  have  not 
moved  forward  in  respect  to  time. 
But  while  Jeremiah  prophesied  to 
Judah  in  Jerusalem,  Ezekiel  min- 
istered to  the  people  in  Babylon. 
He  had  been  carried  away  with  other 
captives  between  the  first  and  final 
deportations  of  Judah  (2  Kings  24: 
11-16).  His  presence  with  his  people 
in  Babylon  must  have  been  a  com- 
fort to  them,  but  his  messages  were 
a  constant  reminder  of  why  they 
were  there  in  the  first  place. 

Some  of  the  prophets  who  min- 
istered before  the  captivity,  such 
as  Amos,  spoke  to  either  Judah  or 
the  ten -tribe  kingdom  of  Israel,  but 
Ezekiel  was  a  prophet  to  "the  whole 
house  of  Israel,"  including  both 
kingdoms.  His  messages  while  in 
Babylon  were  primarily  to  the  gener- 
ation born  in  exile,  reminding  them 
of  the  national  sins  of  their  fathers, 
mainly  idolatry,  which  brought  about 
the  captivity.  But  his  messages  were 
not  all  negative;  he  assured  his  people 
that  they  would  someday  be  released, 
allowed  to  return  to  their  homeland, 
and  that  the  oppressors  who  had  taken 
them  away  would  be  punished. 

Ezekiel 's  purpose  was  to  create  a 
new  spirit  within  a  new  people,  that 
through  obedience  to  God  they  would 
live  again  in  His  divine  favor.  The 
fact  that,  from  the  time  of  the  cap- 
tivity to  the  present  day,  the  Jews 
have  never  again  been  an  idolatrous 
people  bears  witness  to  the  effective- 
ness of  Ezekiel's ministry. - -The Ad- 
vanced Quarterly  (F.  W.  B.). 

II.  HINTS  THAT  HELP 

A.  Ezekiel  had  a  difficult  job  as 
a  prophet  because  he  had  to  bring  a 
message  that  the  people  would  not 
accept.  It  is  always  easy  to  bring 
good  news,  but  it  is  more  difficult 
to  bring  news  that  men  do  not  want 
to  hear.  However,  we  should  never 
blame     the     messenger     for  the 


message.  He  is  only  the  instrument 
that  delivers  the  message. 

B.  God  saw  no  good  thing  in  Israel; 
yet  He  made  them  a  promise  that  He 
was  going  to  regather  them  to  the 
land  of  Israel  and  bless  them  in  a 
special  way.  He  did  it  out  of  His 
grace,  not  their  goodness.  God  does 
not  save  us  today  out  of  our  worth- 
iness or  merit,  but  out  of  grace. 

C.  God  made  a  covenant  with  the 
Jews  through  Abraham.  It  seems 
evident  that  God  had  three  purposes 
in  mind:  (1)  the  redemptive  work 
through  Christ;  (2)  the  work  of  rev- 
elation by  giving  us  the  Scriptures; 
and  (3)  the  Jews  were  to  be  a  living 
testimony  to  Him.  The  Jews  had 
failed,  but  God's  promise  had  not 
failed  and  the  time  is  ahead  when  the 
part  of  these  purposes  of  God  that 
have  not  been  realized  will  come  to 
pass. 

D.  It  is  interesting  to  observe 
that  before  God  blessed  the  land  and 
the  Jews  in  a  special  way  He  gave 
them  a  new  heart.  For  a  nation  to 
experience  the  blessings  of  God  there 
must  be  a  turning  to  Him.  God  would 
do  some  marvelous  things  for  us  to- 
day if  we  turned  to  Him  as  a  nation. 

E.  The  promises  of  God  to  Israel 
made  through  the  Prophet  Ezekiel 
show  in  a  very  wonderful  way  that 
the  Jew  is  God's  timepiece.  If  we 
are  interested  in  knowing  the  future, 
we  can  watch  the  Jew  and  see  what 
God  is  doing  with  him.  Thus  we  are 
able  to  see  the  time  of  the  end  is 
drawing  near. --The  Bible  Teacher 
(F.  W.  B.). 

III.    ADDITIONAL  TRUTHS 

A.  In  bygone  generations,  theolo- 
gians built  up  the  doctrine  that  all 
God  does  is  done  for  His  glory.  He 
made  the  world  for  His  glory,  they 
said;  He  created  man  for  His  glory; 
He  predestined  some  to  be  saved  for 
His  glory,  and  He  foredoomed  others 
to  be  damned,  also  for  His  glory. 

This  doctrine  has  some  truth,  but 
not  all  of  it.  Its  one-sided  emphasis 
has  given  many  people  a  distorted 
idea  of  God.  He  is  concerned  about 
His  glory,  yes;  but  He  is  concerned 
also  about  man's  welfare.  He  has  so 


designed  the  universe  that  what  givei 
glory  to  Him  is  also  good  for  mai 
This  is  illustrated  in  our  lesson.  Go] 
proposed  to  return  His  people  to  thei 
land  for  the  sake  of  His  name,  bi 
the  return  would  also  give  freedom 
and  prosperity  to  the  people.  Tl 
same  truth  is  illustrated  in  our  sa 
vation.  God  is  glorified  by  it  surer] 
but  we  are  lifted  from  death  to  endlesji 
life. 

God  does  not  create  people  for  th 
express  purpose  of  consigning  them  t 
eternal  torment  and  thereby  gaininj 
glory  for  himself.  He  is  not  willinj 
for  any  to  perish  (2  Peter  3:9).  Hi 
gave  His  only  begotten  Son  to  pi" 
eternal  life  in  the  reach  of  all  (John  V. 
16).  Those  who  are  saved  are  save 
by  His  power  and  His  grace,  but  thos 
who  are  lost  are  lost  by  their  ow 
choice.  -  -Standard  Lesson  Commeni 
tary. 

B.  Martin  Luther  once  askecj 
"What  does  it  mean  to  have  a  Goc 
or  what  is  God?"  His  answer  i| 
worth  remembering. 

"Whatever  thy  heart  clings  to  anj 
relies  upon,  that  is  properly  thi 
God,"  said  Luther. 

Theodore  Parker  Ferris  once  re 
marked,  "The  people  we  callgodlesi 
are  simply  the  people  who  have 
different  god  from  ours,  for  ever^ 
man  has  something  at  the  center  c 
his  life  to  which  his  heart  clings  an 
upon  which  his  heart  relies"  (Thi| 
Is  the  Day,  Wilcox  and  Follet). 

Idols  are  as  common  today  as  thej 
were  in  the  days  of  Ezekiel,  evejj 
though  the  gods  of  our  day  may  tak 
a  more  sophisticated  form. 

Boynton  Merrill  wrote  about 
troubled  college  girl  who  came  fo 
counsel.  Merrill  said,  "For  som 
months  we  talked  and  wrote,  an 
then  one  day  I  knew  that  she  haJ 
come  onto  solid  ground.  For  thij 
is  what  she  said  in  a  letter  to  mej 

"  'I  see  now  that  God  does  not  savi 
me  on  the  outside.  It  is  this  wa3| 
when  you  are  safe  on  the  inside,  yoj 
are  safe  on  every  side'  "  (TheUppe 
Room  Pulpit,  Upper  Room).  Ther 
is  the  promise  of  security  for  all  wh| 
trust  in  God. 

The  late  E.  Stanley  Jones  told  c| 
crossing  a  city  street  against  th| 
light.  A  woman  grabbed  him  by  thl 
arm  and  said,  "Look  at  the  rej 
light." 

"But  look  at  the  people  goin| 
across,"  replied  Dr.  Jones. 

Her  answer  was,  "Don't  look  s 
them:  look  up  to  the  light  an 
follow  it"  (Growing  Spiritually 
Abingdon).  That  is  good  spiritual  ac 
vice.  Are  you  getting  your  signall 
in  life  from  God  or  from  the  crowd 
Are  you  breaking  His  laws  to  keep  stcf 

(Continued  on  Page  15) 
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S  TORIES 

for  our  youth 


THE  DOUBTER 


by 

R.  L.  Montgomery 


^  RED  JACKSON  stood  with  his 
mother  in  the  center  of  the 
ipty,  paint -peeling  living  room. 
'This  is  about  as  good  as  we  can 
:ord,  Son,"  Mrs.  Jackson  said. 
Fred's  father  was  dead,  and  his 
bther  worked  in  a  restaurant.  They 
uldn't  afford  most  of  the  places 
by  had  looked  at. 

After  they  had  moved  into  the  house 
id  were   settled,  Fred  was  very 
tiely.    He  missed  his  friends,  and 
1  was  too  far  to  go  back  and  visit 
|en.    His  mother  worked  most  of 
r  time,  and  this  left  Fred  on  his 
after  school.     Even  though  he 
kd  or  studied,  he  still  felt  lonely. 
"■There  was  a  church  right  in  back 
■  their  house.    It  was  a  busy  place 
(jery  afternoon  and  evening,  Fred 
llticed.  Something  seemed  to  bego- 
%  on  all  the  time. 

1  One  Monday  night,  there  was  a 
'Hock  at  the  door. 

'  When  Fred  answered,  a  tall  young 
%in  stood  there  smiling.  "I'm 
ial5verend  Shedland,  pastor  of  the 
[lbrch  right  in  back  of  you,"  he 
sid. 

WfTm  Fred  Jackson,  and  this  is 
%  mother,"  Fred  said,  nodding  to- 
4?rd  his  mother  who  was  standing 
lithe  kitchen  doorway. 

came   to  invite  you  folks  to 
Wirch  and  Sunday  school." 
'•If 'I  work  on  Sunday  most  of  the 
Ine,"  Mrs.  Jackson  said  quickly. 

'But  Fred  could  come  on  Sunday, 
Mildn't  he?"  Reverend  Shedland 
iked.  "And  through  the  week  we 
*bye  different  things  that  he  would 
*jjoy.  There  are  choir  practice, 
raft  night,  and  -  -" 
ill  I 'But  Reverend  Shedland,"  Fred 
Merrupted,  "I  haven't  been  to  church 
o«6ice  my  daddy  died." 
isli  ]  'Really? ' '  Reverend  Shedland 
ajted  kindly.   "Why  is  this?" 

:'Wel-l-l,"  Fred  stammered,  "if 


God  loves  us  as  the  Bible  says  He 
does,  why  did  He  let  my  daddy  die?" 

"That  is  hard  to  understand,  isn't 
it?"  Reverend  Shedland  answered 
sympathetically.  "But  I'm  sure  God 
loves  us  just  as  the  Bible  says." 

He  turned  to  Mrs.  Jackson  and 
said,  "We'll  be  happy  to  have  you  ■ 
come  any  time."  Then  he  held  out 
his  hand  to  Fred:  "Come  to  see  me 
any  time,  Fred.  I  always  enjoy  talk- 
ing to  young  fellows  like  you.  Per- 
haps we  can  arrive  at  some  answers 
to  your  questions." 

The  very  next  day  as  Fred  walked 
slowly  by  the  church,  Reverend  Shed- 
land drove  into  the  parsonage  drive- 
way. "Hi,  Fred!"  he  called.  "How 
about  playing  catch  with  me?" 
"O.  K.,"  Fred  answered. 
"I  have  a  ball  right  here  in  the 
garage,"  Reverend  Shedland  said,  as 
he  opened  the  door. 

"The  junior -age  boys  are  going 
to  play  a  game  of  ball  this  afternoon," 
Reverend  Shedland  informed  Fred, 
as  the  ball  whizzed  back  and  forth. 
"They  need  a  pitcher  for  one  team. 
Their  pitcher  moved  away  last  week. ' ' 
Just  then  Jack  Williams,  who  was 
in  Fred's  class  at  school,  came  up. 
"Hi,  Fred,"  he  said.  "You  toss  that 
ball  pretty  well!  Maybe  you  can  pitch 
for  our  team." 

"Reverend  Shedland  just  told  me 
that  you  needed  a  pitcher,"  Fred 
answered. 

Reverend  Shedland  smiled  and  said, 
"Since  you're  here,  Jack,  you  can  take 
my  place." 

Turning  to  Fred,  he  invited  cor- 
dially, "Come  up  to  my  study  after 
the  game  and  tell  me  how  it  went." 
Then  he  hurried  away. 

Almost  immediately  all  the  jun- 
ior boys  were  there.  They  were 
glad  to  have  Fred  pitch  for  them. 
Fred  enjoyed  playing  ball  and  did  his 
very  best.  His  side  won.  When  the 
game  was  over,  he  promised  the  boys 
he  would  pitch  for  them  all  the 
time. 

Then  Fred  made  his  way  to  Rev- 
erend Shedland's  study.  He  knocked 
timidly  on  the  study  door. 


"Come  in,  Fred,"  Reverend  Shed- 
land said,  "And  how  did  the  game 
go?" 

"Fine!  My  side  won.  And  the 
boys  want  me  to  pitch  for  them  all 
the  time." 

"Good!  I'm  sure  you  will  enjoy 
some  of  the  other  activities  here  as 
well." 

"Sit  down,"  the  minister  said, 
motioning  to  a  chair.  "I  have  been 
thinking  about  what  you  said  the 
other  night.  You  loved  your  dad, 
didn't  you,  Fred?" 

"Yes,"  answered  Fred.  "Mother 
and  I  miss  him  so.  When  he  was 
alive,  we  all  went  to  church.  Dad 
really  seemed  to  love  jesus.  Then 
be  was  killed  in  an  accident." 

"That  was  a  terrible  shock,  wasn't 
it?"  asked  the  minister  sympatheti- 
cally. 

"Yes,"  answered  Fred.  "Dad  al- 
ways tried  to  understand  how  I  felt 
about  things.  We  always  talked 
things  over  and  tried  to  decide  what 
was  right." 

"How  do  you  think  he  would  have 
answered  that  question  you  asked  me 
the  other  night?" 

Fred  sat  deep  in  thought.  As  Rev- 
erend Shedland  waited,  he  prayed 
silently  that  God  would  guide  Fred  in 
his  thinking. 

Finally  Fred  looked  up.  "You  know, 
I  believe  Dad  would  have  said,  'God 
always  knows  best.'  " 

"In  other  words,  God  has  not  prom- 
ised us  an  easy  way  in  this  life,  but 
He  will  see  us  through."- -Guide  for 
Juniors. 


Coming  Events  t  . . 

October  31  -  -  November  1  -  -  Cape  Fear 
Conference  of  Original  Free  Will 
Baptists,  Bethel  Church,  Route  2, 
Four  Oaks,  North  Carolina. 

November  6,  7- -Central  Conference 
of  Original  Free  Will  Baptists, 
Aspen  Grove  Church  near  Foun- 
tain, North  Carolina 

November  10- -Study  Course  on  Mis- 
sions by  the  Rev.  Joseph  Ingram, 
Saints  Mary's  Free  Will  Baptist 
Church,  New  Bern,  North  Carolina, 
7:30  P.  M. 

November  23- -Thanksgiving  Ser- 
vices, Memorial  Chapel,  Free  Will 
Baptist  Children's  Home,  Middle- 
sex, North  Carolina 


CHANGE  OF  ADDRESS 

The  Rev.  Lloyd  Vernon  announces 
a  change  of  address  from  Richlands, 
North  Carolina,  to  1006  Temple  Lane, 
Newport  News,  Virginia  23605.  All 
future  correspondence  should  be  to 
his  new  address. 
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SICK  MAN  OFFERS 
WORDS  OF  WISDOM 

by  the  Rev.  Taylor  Hill 
Here  is  a  heroic  Christian  man 
who  has  terminal  cancer.  His  name 
is  Brother  Ollie  Blackwell  and  he 
resides  at  Route  1,  Box  65,  Rocky 
Mount,  North  Carolina. 

I  first  met  Brother  Ollie  and  his 
wife  and  children  about  one  year 
ago  when  they  moved  to  Fayette  - 
ville  and  came  into  the  Eastwood 
Free  Will  Baptist  Church  where  I 
pastor.  The  future  looked  bright  for 
Brother  Ollie  and  his  family;  they 
maintained  a  Christian  home,  were 
faithful  church  members,  and  held 
a  manager's  position  with  the  K  & 
W  Cafeteria  chain. 


It  wasn't  very  long  before  Brother 
Ollie  experienced  a  reoccurrance  of 
cancer  from  a  previous  operation 
and  soon  moved  back  to  Rocky  Mount, 
where  he  had  previously  lived  and 
worked.  I  had  learned  to  love  and 
appreciate  Brother  Olie  very  much 
because  of  his  outstanding  Christian 
personality. 

As  I  was  sitting  and  talking  with 
him  in  his  hospital  room,  I  glanced 
out  the  window  and  saw  hot  steam 
spewing  out  of  a  vent  pipe  down 
below  and  it  reminded  me  of  what 
the  Bible  has  to  say  about  life.  The 
hot  steam  had  done  its  job  and  by 
the  time  it  passed  only  a  few  feet 
from  the  outlet  it  could  be  seen  no 
more.  The  Bible  says,  "Life  is 
like  a  vapor"  (see  James  4:14).  I 
called  Brother  Olie's  attention  to 
this  and  we  both  agreed  that  even  at 
our  best  we  are  here  on  earth  for 
only  a  short  span  of  time.  I  re- 
minded him  that  there  are  many 
disgruntled  church  people  today  who 
are  fussing  and  fuming  over  seeming- 
ly such  little  and  unimportant  things, 
and  I  asked  him  what  advice  he  had 
for  the  church?  After  staring  off 
into  the  distance  for  a  moment  he 
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said,  "Tell  them  to  make  good  use  of 
the  time  they  have  left  here  on  earth." 
I  thought,  "What  better  advice  could 
a  man  give  to  the  church  today!" 

Brother  Ollie  is  still  in  and  out 
of  the  hospital  and  his  condition  con- 
tinues to  grow  worse;  but  being  a 
Christian,  he  is  looking  forward  to  a 
better  home  in  heaven,  and  is  still 
able  to  wear  a  smile.  His  Christian 
wife,  Eloise,  is  remarkable  in  coping 
with  such  circumstances.  Yes,  it 
pays  to  be  a  Christian,  and  that  is 
the  one  and  only  thing  that  will  hold 
us  up  in  the  midst  of  a  crisis.  We 
can  see  in  this  Christian  couple 
where  it  is  a  wonderful  feeling  to 
have  reconciled  to  the  will  of  God 
when  the  circumstances  are  beyond 
our  understanding  and  control. 


MRS.  POLLY  HAMILTON 

On  June  3,  1974,  my  mother-in- 
law,  Polly  Hamilton,  the  wife  of  the 
Rev.  C.  D.  Hamilton,  passed  away. 
It  was  very  hard  for  her  family  to 
give  her  up  although  we  know  she  has 
gone  to  rest  with  the  Lord.  I  would 
like  to  share  with  our  readers  this 
little   poem  of  loving  memories. 

Your  gentle  face  and  patient  smile 

With  sadness  we  recall; 
You   had   a   kindly  word  for  each 

And  died  beloved  by  all. 

The  voice  is  mute  and  stilled  the 
heart, 

That  loved  us  well  and  true; 
Ah,   bitter   was   the   trial  to  part 
From  one  so  good  as  you. 

You  are  not  forgotten,  loved  one, 

Nor  will  you  ever  be, 
As  long  as  life  and  memory  last 

We  will  remember  thee. 

We  miss  you  now,  our  hearts  are 
sore, 

As  time  goes  by  we  miss  you  more; 
Your  loving  smile,  your  gentle  face, 
No  one  can  fill  your  vacant  place. 

Respectively  submitted, 

Jeanene  Hamilton,  Daughter-in-law 

(Editor's  Note:  In  the  future  we 
will  only  be  able  to  publish  one 
obituary  per  person,  due  to  lack  of 
space.- -T.  M.) 


THE  PURPOSE  OF  A  SERMON 

What  is  a  sermon  for  but  to  do 
two  things.  First,  it  should  com- 
fort the  afflicted  and  second,  it 
should  afflict  the  comfortable.  Some- 
times the  sermon  does  one  thing 
and  sometimes  another.  - -John 
Homer  Miller. 


SHALL  WE  HAVE 
REVIVALS  TODAY? 

by  Evangelist  Arnold  Woodlief 

From  the  beginning  to  the  end 
the  latest  revival  I  conducted  ii 
church  in  the  southern  tip  of  Alabar 
the  latter  part  of  August,  it  was  s< 
that  there  can  be  nothing  in  the  hist( 
and  work  of  the  church  more  desira 
than  a  genuine  revival  of  religl 
There  are  without  doubt  many  pi 
judices  against  revival  in  the  mil 
of  many  good  Christian  peop 
Strictly  speaking,  a  revival  of  relig 
can  only  be  predicted  by  true  Chr 
tians- -those  who  have  enjoyed  a  h.j 
degree  of  spiritual  life  but  who  hi 
lapsed  into  coldness  and  inactiv 
and  whom  the  Spirit  of  God  is  n 
quickening  and  reanimating. 

The  Christian  church  began  1 
revival.  There  must  be  someth 
pungent  and  vitalizing  about  the  1 
of  a  true  church.  A  church  with1 
enthusiasm  is  a  church  without  Gci' 
The  inworking  of  God  gives  the  chw 
a  rush  of  spiritual  sensibility,'; 
glowing  zeal,  and  the  power  to  bo 
God  in  the  church  means  a  perpets 
revival.  The  church  must  be  bii 
up!  How  can  this  be  done  with 
revivals?  How  much  can  a  minis 
build  up  a  church  under  whose  mini 
try  no  sinners  are  converted?  ] 
work  is  more  likely  to  be  a  tear 
down  of  the  church. 

There  were  other  churches  i 
presented  for  this  revival,  and  it v 
a  revival  for  all  people.    The  lo 
church  had  just  been  accustomed 
a  period  of  time  to  having  persons 
the  rank  of  kinsfolk  for  attendance 
the  front  part  of  the  building;  but  th< 
were  persons  in  the  rear  of  the  chui 
for  this  revival.  Instead  of  just  c 
preacher's  doing  the  preaching,  e 
was  expected  to  do,  there  were 
or  three  other  preachers  that  p 
ticipated.    As  I  would  be  introdui 
first  to  begin  the  preaching  in 
services,  it  would  be  as  a  time 
preparatory  for   another  preacl 
who  would  be  almost  on  his  to< 
ready  to  preach  anytime.  The 
vival  was  like  an  evangelist  c< 
ference  by  the  participation  of 
other  churches  and  preachers.  Al 
another  church  within  the  area  bej 
a  revival  as  this  one  ended. 

As  there  is  a  perpetual  drain  i 
on  the  life  of  the  church,  so  thi 
must  be  a  perpetual  addition  i 
continual  growth.  This  is  true  in 
records  of  the  Early  Church.  HcJ 
ever,  in  the  Early  Church  the  a<[ 
itions  were  daily- -the  Lord  did  I 
adding.  It  is  easy  for  Him  to  do  t|i 
when  the  church  life  is  right.  SM 
we  have  revivals  today?  Let  eil 
church  and  each  Christian  answer  t| 
question. 
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FAMILY  FIRESIDE 

(Continued  from  Page  4) 

:ious  of  his  wrongdoing,  and  most 
icomfortable.  So  he  wrote  on  his 
shool  slate:  "Dear  Mother,  I  am 
irry  I  have  been  bad.  If  you  for- 
ve  me,  please  rub  it  out."  Back 
ime  the  slate,  perfectly  clean!  How 
ce  the  love  of  God  who  said,  "I 
ive  blotted  out,  as  a  thick  cloud, 
y  transgressions,  and,  as  a  cloud, 
y  sins"  (Isaiah  44:22). - -King's 
isiness. 

Prayer  Thought 
God's  blotter  of  love  is  capable 
soaking  up  a  multitude  of  sins. 
;  does  request  time  for  the  blotter 
dry  out  occasionally. 

(Devotions  used  by  permission, 
light's  Master  Book  of  New  Illus- 
itions,  Eerdmans  Press.) 


NEWS  NOTES 

(Continued  from  Page  8) 

siting  talent,  and  the  public  is 
>rdially  invited  to  attend. 


ohnnie  Bullman  Now  Serving 


Wilson  Pastorate 


The  Rev.  Johnnie  Bullman  has  ac- 
jpted  a  call  to  the  Free  Will  Baptist 
lurch  in  Wilson,  North  Carolina, 
id  began  his  pastorate  October  27. 
3  came  to  Wilson  from  HearonCir- 
e  Free  Will  Baptist  Church  in  Spar  - 
nburg,  South  Carolina. 

Mr.    Bullman    attended  both  the 
iedmont  Bible  Institute  and  the  Free 
'ill     Baptist     College    in  Nash- 
i  ille,  Tennessee. 

r:  j  The  Bullmans  reside  at  1731  Hill- 
rest  Drive. 


Bethel  Church  Schedules 
Fall  Revival 

The  Bethel  Free  Will  Baptist 
Church,  Route  1,  Merrett,  will  hold 
its  fall  revival  the  week  of  Novem- 
ber 11-16.  Services  will  begin  each 
evening  at  7:30  with  the  Rev.  Eddie 
Edwards,  pastor  of  Juniper  Chapel 
church  of  Vanceboro,  as  the  guest 
evangelist.  There  will  be  special 
music  each  evening  with  the  pastor, 
the  Rev.  James  E.  Howard,  assisting 
Mr.  Edwards.  A  cordial  invitation 
is  extended  everyone  to  attend  and 
enjoy  a  time  of  spiritual  refreshing. 

Sunday  School  Lesson 

(Continued  from  Page  12) 
with  the  people  in  the  world?  God 
wants  us  to  heed  His  commands. 
He  is  still  saying,  "Keep  my  judg- 
ments, and  do  them"  Ezekiel  20: 19). 
-  -  David  McCarthy. 

C.  "What  God  offers  mankind  is 
not  a  new  lease  on  life,  but  a  new 
life!"  The  old  life  is  not  patched 
up  to  live  a  little  longer,  nor  is  it 
whitewashed  to  shine  brighter  for 
only  awhile.  It  is  a  brand  new  life, 
a  new  creation,  as  Paul  calls  it, 
changed  from  the  former  life.  It 
is  a  life  that  cannot  ever  again  en- 
joy sin  but  must  forever  put  it  away 
from  us.--C.  F.  Bowen. 


The  Rev.  Philip  C.  Wiggs 

(Continued  from  Page  7) 
I  promise  you  Daddy  I  will  continue 
to  stay 

The  daughter  that  would  make  you 

proud  to  say, 
"She's  mine  and  her  mother's  and 

see  how  hard 
She   tries  to  labor  in  our  Lord's 

vineyard." 
Yes,  Daddy,  I  will  try  to  be  good 
And   do   the   things  that  I  know  I 

should. 

So  to  you  Daddy,  no  goodbyes,  just 

fond  farewell 
Till  we  meet  together  at  the  end  of 

the  trail. 

Through  the  pearly  gates  and  down 

streets  of  gold, 
Hand   in  hand  with  Jesus  forever 

we'll  stroll. 
No  more  sorrow  and  no  more  pain, 
Just   joy   and  gladness  forever  to 

reign. 

The  above  tribute  was  written  by 
Mr.  Wiggs'  daughter,  Mrs.  Ruth  W. 
White  of  Durham,  to  her  father  who 
would  have  celebrated  his  sixty- 
seventh  birthday  Tuesday,  October 
29,  1974. 

In  loving  memories, 

Mrs.  Lewis  (Ruth)  W.  White 


CHILDREN'S  HOME 

(Continued  from  Page  9) 

program  for  each  church  to  pre- 
sent their  love  offering  to  the  Home. 

This  year  the  love  offering  will 
consist  of  not  only  a  cash  offering, 
but  also  of  food  items  which  you 
would  like  to  contribute  to  the  Home. 
Our  storehouse  will  be  open  at  9 
a.m.,  and  we'll  be  ready  to  receive 
your  food  contributions. 

Let  us  all  unite  together  and  make 
this  the  best  Thanksgiving  ever  for 
our  seventy -seven  children.  We 
need  much  help  to  pay  for  the  new 
State  Cottage,  so  please  do  your 
part  and  share  with  us  this  year. 
Mav  God  continue  to  bless  each  of 
you  for  your  faithful  support  of  His 
ministry  here  at  the  Children's  Home. 
Remember  us  and  pray  for  us  daily. 

Sam  Weeks,  Superintendent 

Unmitigated  Truth 

(Continued  from  Page  11) 

God  does  not  make  it  necessary 
for  His  children  continually  to  ab- 
sent themselves  from  worship  ser- 
vices. Just  suppose  God  took  from 
you  everything  you  use  as  an  ex- 
cuse for  not  serving  Him?  What 
about  that  child  you  use  to  excuse 
yourself?  What  about  the  company 
that  comes  to  visit  you?  Or  the 
job  you  have?  Suppose  God  would 
take  that  crop  you  have  raised  be- 
cause you  used  it  as  an  excuse? 
What  about  those  who  even  dare  to 
harvest  their  crops  on  Sunday? 
Well,  God  is  going  to  deal  with  all 
sinners,  and  especially  those  who 
are  only  professing  Christians.  Jesus 
must  have  born-again,  God-fearing 
people  to  inherit  the  kingdom  of 
heaven.      Are   you   one   of  these? 


A  GREATER  BLESSING 

by  Tommy  Evans 

(A  Student  at  Atlantic  Christian 
College) 

O  the  burden  that  we  carry 
When  His  call  comes  and  we  tarry! 
O  the  joy  that  slips  away 
Because  we  took  too  long  in  delay! 
O  the  strength  beyond  our  grasp 
When  with  the  world  our  hands  we 
clasp! 

What  wayward  heart  can  know  the 
bliss 

That  sin  deliberately  made  it  miss? 
What  soul  has  truly  perceived 
When   Satan   has   subtly  deceived? 
And  what  more  can  one  know 
In  sin  than  what  Satan  will  show? 
If  we  from  sin  and  guilt  would  learn 

our  lesson, 
Then  life  would  be  a  greater  blessing. 
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HITTING  THE  GONG  AND  SOUNDING  BRASS 

Some  people  can  sing  heavenly  songs  with  angelic  voices  and  can  repeat 
pleasant  refrains  in  such  a  manner  as  to  cause  us  to  stand  in  awe  of  their 
talent  and  their  closeness  to  God.  Their  talent  may  indeed  be  real,  but 
their  closeness  to  God  is  another  matter  entirely. 

With  the  same  gentle  tone  and  in  the  same  gracious  manner,  these  persons 
greet  their  public  with  kind- sounding  words  which  "make  the  day"  for 
many  a  soul  who  needs  the  added  confidence  provided  by  commendation  or 
an  expression  of  understanding.  These  complimenters  may  indeed  express 
themselves  well  in  voices  having  soothing  qualities,  but  their  sincerity 
may  be  questionable. 

Wearing  everpresent  smiles,  they  project  the  best  of  images  which  compel 
accolades  from  their  peer  group,  and  they  glory  in  the  applause  given, 
wanting  more  of  the  same  and  taking  advantage  of  all  situations  which  could 
help  them  achieve  such,  always  appearing  to  want  to  be  of  help.  Their  smiles 
seem  genuine  to  those  to  whom  they  are  given,  but  often  the  person  wearing 
the  smile  is  hiding  behind  a  false  face  and  misrepresented  intentions. 

With  long  strides  and  a  fast  gait,  they  travel  great  distances  to  do  their 
benevolent  work.  They  tirelessly  labor  over  the  sick,  the  injured,  and  the 
bedridden  to  bring  them  a  measure  of  comfort  in  deed,  in  word,  and  by 
sitting  with  them  in  silent  companionship,  manifesting  in  every  gesture  their 
concern  for  the  ailing  ones'  welfare.  Their  travel  may  well  be  long,  and 
they  may  rejoice  that  they  have  reached  the  side  of  an  ailing  person  where 
some  comfort  may  be  offered.  Upon  arriving,  their  vigil  may  be  kept 
day  and  night,  and  they  may  project  unsurpassed  compassion;  yet,  within, 
they  may  very  well  resent  the  set  of  circumstances  which  compelled 
their  being  on  the  scene  at  this  particular  time,  when  duty  called  but  the 
heart  was  in  another  place. 

Like  a  true  soldier  of  the  Cross,  they  carry  their  banners  high,  letting 
the  whole  world  see  whom  they  serve.  They  shout  His  Word  to  the  masses 
and  exhort  them  to  right  living.  "We  love  Him  because  He  first  loved  us," 
they  cry.  "Repent  this  day  and  receive  Him  as  your  Saviour."  Their 
speeches  are  convincing  and  their  cause  just,  but  in  the  face  of  opposi- 
tion, they  drop  their  banners  and  hang  their  heads  in  shame  and  turn  aside 
from  the  battle,  deserting  the  cause  for  which  they  enlisted. 

Flipping  through  the  pages  of  a  well-worn  Bible,  they  can  quickly  find 
any  passage  which  comes  to  mind  and  can  quote  it  word  for  word  for  any 
inquiring  persons.  Having  memorized  whole  chapters,  they  often  impress 
their  public  with  this  ability  and  never  miss  an  opportunity  to  tell  one  what 
the  Scriptures  say  concerning  so-and-so.  They  chastise  severely,  and  fre- 
quently, presenting  themselves  as  true  followers  of  the  Lord's  principles, 
stating  that  it  would  be  an  affront  to  Him  to  engage  in  some  frivilous 
activity.  They  may  very  well  know  the  "if's,"  "and's,"  and  "but's"  of 
the  Scriptures,  and  they  may  very  well  be  able  to  quote  whole  books  of  the 
Bible  without  a  single  stammer;  still,  their  condemning  attitude  toward  those 
who  do  not  share  their  exact  convictions  place  them  in  an  unfavorable 
light. 

With  long  prayers,  they  make  impassioned  pleas  and  praise  their  Creator. 
They  are  known  for  their  "praying  without  ceasing"  and  their  ability  to 
rise  to  their  feet  and  to  petition  unashamedly  for  any  cause.  Their  faces 
beam  with  seeming,  holy  light,  and  their  mellow  voices  lift  straight  up- 
ward to  the  heavenly  Father,  they  think.  Their  benedictions  bless  the 
multitudes  and  beg  His  guidance  upon  the  masses  as  they  leave  the  assembly; 
and,  they  are  careful  to  give  Him  "the  praise,  the  honor,  and  the  glory  for 
now  and  evermore."  They  may  indeed  be  able  to  pray  impressively,  but 
if  done  so  for  self- attention,  the  prayers  have  only  reached  human  ears, 
not  divine  ones. 

These  people  whom  we  have  discussed  are  real  people- -people  we  all  know 
or  have  known  somewhere  in  our  experience.  These  are  the  people  who, 
however  hard  they  try  to  exemplify  Christian  living,  are  making  a  real 
mess  of  it  all.  Despite  the  outward  appearance,  so  far  as  God  is  concerned, 
they  are  just  making  a  loud  noise.  They  are  merely  hitting  the  gong  and 
sounding  brass,  for  they  possess  no  real  love! 
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SPRINGS  CHURCH 


OLLY  Springs  Original  Free  Will  Baptist  Church 
located  three  miles  west  of  Newport  on  the  nine- 
ot  road   is  making  plans  to  observe  its  Eighty- Sixth 
miversary  during  1974.  This  church  had  its  beginning 
a  result  of  community  worship  services  held  in  the 
i|d  Holly  Springs  schoolhouse  located  on  the  site  where 
le  present  church  building  stands. 
These  services  began  during  1888,  and  later  the  church 
as  organized,  as  an  Original  Free  Will  Baptist  church, 
ilder   the   leadership   of  the   Elder   W.  W.  Lewis. 
Soon  after  being  organized,  Holly  Springs  became  a 
ilember  of  the  General  Conference  of  Original  Free 
'ill  Baptists  of  North  Carolina  in  1889.  The  General 
inference  of  Original  Free  Will  Baptists  of  North 
(jpnference  at  that  time  was  composed  of  all  Original 
Iree  Will  Baptist  churches  east  of  the  Wilmington  and 
'ieldon  Railroad;  the  churches  west  of  said  railroad 
Ijving  been  permitted  to  form  the  Western  Conference 
1886. 


Old  Church  Building 

<|Since  that  time  the  Eastern  and  Albermarle  Conference 
tjve  been  formed  from  the  General  Conference  which  is 
oflw  known  as  the  Central  Conference.  Holly  Springs  is 
i  member  of  the  Eastern  Conference,  as  well  as  the 
[.(Jirteret  County  Union  Meeting,  and  the  North  Carolina 
'late  Convention  of  Original  Free  Will  Baptists, 
'in  the  early  years  of  the  history  of  this  church,  it 
s  dependent  upon  itinerant  pastors  and  held  worship 
services  on  a  quarter -time  schedule,  one  weekend 
«|jr  month. 

In  1946,  under  the  leadershipof  the  Rev.  J.  R.  Bennett, 
-<jd  in  1953,  under  the  leadership  of  the  Rev.  J.  R. 
forrest,  the  present  full-time  schedule  was  begun, 
nit  is  felt  that  one  reason  for  the  steady  and  sound 
'e'bwthof  this  rural  church  is  that  during  its  history  it  has 
J  en  fortunate  to  have  as  its  ministers  some  of  the  best 
<jd  most  capable  of  the  denomination.  These  include,  in 
ij&ition  to  the  ones  already  mentioned:  Elders  W.  H. 
daughter,  John  Sewell,  L.  C.  Garner,  D.  B.  Garner, 
F.  Daughety,  T.  E.  Beaman,  W.  B.  Everette,  Eric 


Gaskill,  M.  C.  Prescott,  J.  C.  Griffin,  N.  D.  Beaman, 
C.  B.  Hansley,  M.  L.  Johnson,  Jerry  E.  Rowe.  J.  C. 
Yates,  and  Graham  Baker,  all  of  whom  were  well  known 
throughout  Carteret  County. 

In  the  spring  of  1961,  a  new  $18, 000  parsonage,  located 
on  a  lot  adjacent  to  the  church  lot,  was  completed  and  is 
now  occupied  by  the  pastor  and  his  family. 

Under  the  leadership  of  the  Rev.  Jerry  E.  Rowe,  who 
served  from  September  1,  1962,  to  September  1,  1967, 
HollySprings  experienced  a  rebirth,  both  spiritually  and 
materially.  During  his  term  as  pastor,  eighty-seven 
members  were  added  to  the  church  roll. 

In  May  of  1964,  a  dedication  ceremony  was  held  for 
the  new  parsonage  and  also  ground  breaking  for  a  new 
church  building.  Two  former  pastors,  the  Rev.  J.  C. 
Griffin  (1938-1945)  and  the  Rev.  M.  L.  Johnson  (1961 - 
1962)  were  present.  Final  plans  were  submitted  for  the 
new  church  building  and  Sunday  school  rooms.  In  Sep- 
tember of  1964,  construction  was  begun.  In  March  of 
1967,  adjoining  property  was  bought  which  included  a 
vacant  house  that  was  used  as  a  fellowship  hall.  The 
old  fellowship  hall  was  sold  and  the  road  leading  into  the 
church  was  paved. 


New  Church  Building 

The  Rev.  J.  C.  Yates  came  as  pastor  on  September 
1,  1967,  and  pastored  until  June  31,  1968.  In  April, 
1968,  the  church  was  completed  with  the  installation  of 
carpet  in  the  sanctuary.  There  was  a  total  of  1 ,479 
free  man  hours  donated  during  the  building  process. 

The  Rev.  Graham  Baker  was  called  to  Holly  Springs 
on  July  1,  1968.  During  his  ministry  great  emphasis 
was  put  on  the  youth  activities.  Plans  were  begun  at 
this  time  to  build  a  new  fellowship  hall. 

On  November  20,  1970,  God  called  Brother  Baker 
home.  His  funeral  service  was  held  at  Holly  Springs 
with  the  Rev's.  C.  L.  Patrick  and  Jerry  E.  Rowe  offi- 
ciating. On  the  fourth  Sunday  in  October,  1971,  which 
is  the  regular  homecoming  day,  the  newly  completed 
fellowship  hall  was  dedicated  as  "Graham  Baker  Hall" 

(Continued  on  Page  15) 
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SUNDAY,  NOVEMBER  17 

Scripture   Reading- -Exodus  15:2 
Absolutely  Certain 

Some  years  ago  I  had  a  boys' 
club  mostly  made  up  of  newsboys; 
they  were  mostly  tough  little  fellows, 
but  so  loyal  to  each  other.  One  ten- 
year-old  accepted  Christ  as  his 
Saviour,  and  turned  out  to  be  a 
splendid  Christian;  he  witnessed 
everywhere.  One  of  his  customers 
said  to  him,  "Peter,  maybe  you 
only  think  you  are  saved."  "Oh, 
no,  sir,"  replied  Peter;  "I  don't 
'only  think';  I'm  absolutely  certain. 
Jesus  said  He  wouldn't  cast  any- 
body out  who  came  to  Him,  and  I 
came  to  Him,  and  I'm  saved  for 
keeps.  Jesus  couldn't  make  a  mis- 
take Personal. 

Prayer  Thought 

To  partake  of  Jesus'  salvation 
is  no  mistake.  The  error  is  in  our 
refusal   to  accept  His  invitation. 

MONDAY,  NOVEMBER  18 

Scripture  Reading- -Psalm  19:7 
Falling   in   Love   with   the  Author 

A  young  lady  once  laid  down  a 
book  which  she  had  just  finished, 
with  the  remark  that  it  was  the 
dullest  story  she  had  ever  read. 
In  the  course  of  time,  she  became 
engaged  to  a  young  man,  and  one 
night  she  said  to  him:  "I  have  a 
book  in  my  library  whose  author's 
name,  and  even  initials,  are  pre- 
cisely the  same  as  yours.  Isn't 
that  a  singular  coincidence?"  "I 
do  not  think  so,"  he  replied.  "Why 
not,  pray?"  "For  the  simple  reason 
that  I  wrote  the  book."  That  night, 
the  young  lady  sat  up  until  two 
o'clock  reading  the  book  again.  And 
this  time  it  seemed  the  most  in- 
teresting story  she  had  ever  read. 
The  once  dull  book  was  now  fairly 
fascinating  because  she  knew  and 
loved  the  author.  So,  a  child  of  God 
finds  the  Bible  interesting  because 
he  knows  and  loves  the  Author!  It 
is  his  Father's  message,  addressed 
to  him. 


Prayer  Thought 
If  we  find  reading  the  Bible  dull, 
it  may  be  because  we  do  not  love 
the  Author  enough.  Let  us  search 
our  souls  and  see  where  our  pro- 
blems lie. 

TUESDAY,  NOVEMBER  19 

Scripture  Reading- -Psalm  37:7 
He  Lets  God  Care 

Once,  when  Martin  Luther  felt 
very  despondent,  he  heard  a  bird 
singing  its  evening  song.  Then  he 
saw  it  tuck  its  head  under  its  wing 
and  go  to  sleep.  He  remarked:  "This 
little  bird  has  had  its  supper  and 
now  is  getting  ready  to  go  to  sleep, 
quite  content,  never  troubling  itself 
as  to  what  its  food  will  be  or  where 
it  will  lodge  on  the  morrow.  Like 
David,  it  abides  under  the  shadow 
of  the  Almighty.  It  sits  on  its  little 
twig  content  and  lets  God  care."-- 
W.  B.  K. 

Prayer  Thought 

Have  we  ever  taken  notice  that  in 
troubled  times  if  we  don't  try  to 
force  things  our  way  that  they  turn 
out  much  better  than  we  had  hoped. 

WEDNESDAY,  NOVEMBER  20 

Scripture  Reading- -Matthew  16:26 
Where  Are  the  Souls? 

I  read  of  a  certain  evangelical 
pastor  in  a  fashionable  city  church 
who  started  a  work  among  slum 
boys.  He  succeeded  in  getting  a  lot 
of  them  into  the  church  parlor  for 
meetings,  and  taught  them  the  way 
of  salvation.  Unfortunately  the  boys 
soiled  the  parlor's  carpet  and  up- 
holstery. The  pastor  was  called  be- 
fore the  church  to  give  an  account 
of  the  damage  done.  His  defense 
was  something  like  this:  "Brethren, 
when  called  to  give  an  account  to  my 
Master,  what  shall  I  say?- -'Here, 
Lord,  is  the  church  which  thou  didst 
entrust  to  me.  It  is  in  good  shape. 
The  church  parlor's  carpet  is  as 
good  as  new,  all  nice  and  clean.' 
May  He  not  say  to  me,  'Where  are 
the  souls  which  I  sent  you  to  win 
for  me?  Where  are  the  boys?'  "-- 
Selected. 

Prayer  Thought 
Are  our  churches  cleaning  souls  to 
make  our  bodies  and  minds  clean; 
or  are  they  making  sure  our  soles 
are  not  soiling  the  carpet? 

THURSDAY,  NOVEMBER  21 

Scripture  Reading- -Psalm  29:2 

Alone  with  God! 

It  is  a  good  deal  better,  my 
friends,  if  you  are  going  to  work 
for  God,  to  be  constantly  with  Him. 
There  are  two  lives  for  the  Chris- 
tian, one  before  the  world,  and  one 


alone  with  God.  If  you  dwell  cor  j 
stantly  at  the  feet  of  Jesus,  it  wil 
save  you  many  a  painful  hour.  Til 
sweetest  thoughts  of  God  I  ever  g( 
were  not  found  in  a  great  assemb]  i 
like  this  but  when  alone,  sitting  J 
the   feet  of  Jesus. --D.  L.  Mood; 

Prayer  Thought 
Being  in  solitude  with  Jesus  I 
a  soothing,  pleasant  time.  It  afforc 
a    reverance  we  cannot  achieve  ii 
any  other  way. 

FRIDAY,  NOVEMBER  22 

Scripture  Reading- -Colossians  2 

16 

The  Family  Circle 

"The  picture  of  the  family  circl 
the  father,  mother,  and  children  sit 
ting  together  reading  the  Bible,  is  i 
scene  of  inspiring  beauty.  Ther 
the  Word  of  God  is  at  work-  -  molding 
character,  lighting  the  path  of  gooc 
inspiring  deeds  of  service.  Religio! 
has  a  vital  meaning,  touching  even 
aspect  of  life.  God  is  there  in  th| 
home,  working  through  purpose^ 
lives  to  create  His  kingdom."--! 
Edgar  Hoover. 

Prayer  Thought 
Our  average  family  circle  of  toda: 
is  often  twisted  into  a  triangle,  red; 
tangle,     or     octagon.  Apparently 
our  center,  the  Bible,  is  out  of  line 

SATURDAY,  NOVEMBER  23 

Scripture  Reading- -John  8:12 
Jesus 

Lonely?  No,  not  lonely 

With  Jesus  standing  by; 
His   presence   always   cheers  mi 

I  know  that  He  is  nigh. 

Friendless?  No,  not  friendless 
Since  Jesus  is  my  friend; 

I  change,  but  He  remaineth 
True,  faithful  to  the  end. 

Sadden'd?  No,  not  sadden'd 
By  scenes  of  deepest  woe; 

I  should  be  if  I  knew  not 
That  Jesus  loves  me  so. 

Tired?  No,  not  tired; 

While  leaning  on  His  breast 
My  soul  has  full  enjoyment 

Of  His  eternal  rest. 

--Charlotte  S.  C.  Pantoi 

Prayer  Thought 
Jesus  has  told  us  that  with  Hii 
in  our  heart  and  thoughts  we  ar 
never  alone.     He  is  ever-presen 


(Devotions  used  by  permission 
Knight's  Master  Book  of  New  Illus 
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Question:  Please  explain,  "And 
Jod  said,  Let  us  make  man  in  our 
mage,  after  our  likness:  and  let 
hem  have  dominion  over  the  fish  of 
he  sea,  and  over  the  fowl  of  the 
fir,  and  over  the  cattle,  and  over 
P  the  earth,  and  over  every  creeping 
ning  that  creepeth  upon  the  earth, 
p  God  created  man  in  his  own  image, 
jj  the  image  of  God  created  he  him; 
pale  and  female  created  he  them" 
Genesis  1:26,  27).  What  is  meant  by 
1)  "God  created  man  in  His  own 
toage"?  (2)  Was  Adam  red?  (3) 
God  speak  when  He 
make  man"?  (4)  To 
refer  when  He  said, 


fo  whom  did 
aid,  "Let  us 
horn  did  He 
Let  them"? 

I  Answer:    1.    It  is  agreed  upon  by 
vast  number  of  commentators  that 
.ie  image  and  likeness  mentioned 
ere   has  reference  to  moral  and 
toiritual  resemblance  rather  than  a 
hysical  likeness.    To  this  I  would 
jgree;  yet,  I  would  not  leave  the  sub- 
feet  there  for  I  am  of  the  opinion  that 
Ihen  Adam  and  Eve  came  from  the 
jreative  hand  of  God  that  their  phys- 
ical form  was  that  which  God  had 
Issumed  when  fellowshiping  with  our 
|irst  parents,  generally  if  not  always, 
jind  that  it  is  the  form  in  which  He  will 
:ontinue  to  manifest  Himself. 
The  original  Scofield  Bible  notes 
pund  on  Page  5  makes  the  following 
'omment : 

I  "(1)  Man  was  created,  not  evolved, 
ihis  is  (a)  expressly  declared,  and 
ie  declaration  is  confirmed  by 
•hrist  (Matthew  19:4;  Mark  10:6); 
i))  'an  enormous  gulf,  a  divergence 
radically  infinite'  (Huxley)  between 
he  lowest  man  and  the  highest  beast, 
pnfirms  it;  (c)  the  highest  beast 
as  no  trace  of  God- consciousness  - - 
|ie  religious  nature;  (d)  science  and 
liscovery  have  done  nothing  to  bridge 
lat  'gulf.' 

"(2)  That  man  was  made  in  the 
mage  and  Likeness'  of  God.  This 
mage'  is  found  chiefly  in  man's 
'irinity,  and  in  his  moral  nature. 
Ian  is  'spirit  and  soul  and  body' 
L  Thessalonians  5:23).  'Spirit'  is 
lat  part  of  man  which  'knows'  (1 
Corinthians  2:11),  and  which  allies 


QUESTIONS 

aid 
ANSWERS 

Conducted  by  J.  P.  BARROW 
Box  475,  LaGrange,  North  Carolina  28551 


him  to  the  spiritual  creation  and 
gives  him  God -consciousness.  'Soul' 
in  itself  implies  self-conscious  life, 
as  distinguished  from  plants,  which 
have  unconscious  life.  In  that  sense 
animals  also  have  'soul'  (Genesis  1: 
24).  But  the  'soul'  of  man  has  a 
vaster  content  than  'soul'  as  applied 
to  beast  life.  It  is  the  seat  of  his 
emotions,  desires,  affections  (Psalm 
42:1-6).  The  'heart'  is,  in  Scripture 
usage,  nearly  synonymous  with 
'soul.'  Because  the  natural  man  is, 
characteristically,  the  soulual  or 
psychical  man,  'soul'  is  often  used  as 
synonymous  with  the  individual,  e.g. 
Genesis  12:5.  The  body,  separable 
from  spirit  and  soul,  and  susceptible 
to  death,  is  nevertheless  an  integral 
part  of  man,  as  the  resurrection 
shows  (John  5:28,  29;  1  Corinthians 
15:47-50;  Revelation  20:11-13).  It 
is  the  seat  of  the  senses  (the  means 
by  which  the  spirit  and  soul  have 
world- consciousness)  and  of  the 
fallen  Adamic  nature  (Romans  7:23, 
24)." 

2.  I  do  not  think  we  have  any 
way  of  knowing  unless  by  the  name 
God  gave  him  which  suggests  red 
and  in  some  contexts  would  of  course 
mean  that  his  color  was  red. 

Sandison  answers  a  similar  ques- 
tion as  follows  in  his  book,  "1000 
Difficult  Bible  Questions  Answered," 
on  Page  24: 

"Adam  means  'red'  and  so  also 
does  the  word  Edom,  both  having  re- 
lation to  the  ruddiness  of  flesh  and 
the  color  of  the  clayey  soil.  (See 
Genesis  2:7.)  Some  commentators 
hold  that  Adam,  the  first  man,  was 
probably  of  the  complexion  of  the 
Arabs,  or  Edomites,  ruddy  though 
dark,  while  others  take  a  different 
view.  No  definite  theory  can  be 
formed  on  this  subject." 

3.  Evidently  this  was  a  discussion 
between  the  three  persons  of  the 
Holy  Trinity:  God  the  Father,  God 
the  Son,  and  God  the  Holy  Spirit. 
Ours  is  one  God,  but  three  persons 
or  one  Godhead,  if  you  prefer  it 
thus  expressed.  The  Father,  the 
Son,  and  the  Holy  Spirit  gave  wit- 
ness to  the  fact  that  even  though 
Jesus  was  in  the  form  of  a  man, 


while  in  His  incarnate  state  here 
upon  earth,  yet  He  was  God  the  Son. 
"For  there  are  three  that  bear  rec- 
ord in  heaven,  the  Father,  the 
Word,  and  the  Holy  Ghost:  and 
these  three  are  one"  (1  John  5: 
7).  ("The  Word"  when  used  in 
this  sense,  always  designates  our 
Lord  Jesus  Christ.)  Then  at  the 
scene  of  the  baptism  of  our  Lord 
Jesus  Christ  by  John  the  Baptist 
we  have  the  Saviour  being  baptized 
in  the  Jordan  River  by  John,  the 
voice  of  the  Father  from  heaven 
identifying  Him  as  His  only  begotten 
Son,  and  the  Spirit  coming  upon  Him 
in  the  form  of  a  dove.  "And  Jesus, 
when  he  was  baptized,  went  up 
straightway  out  of  the  water:  and, 
lo,  the  heavens  were  opened  unto 
him,  and  he  saw  the  Spirit  of  God 
descending  like  a  dove,  and  lighting 
upon  him:  And  lo  a  voice  from 
heaven,  saying,  This  is  my  beloved 
Son,  in  whom  I  am  well  pleased" 
(Matthew  3:16,  17). 

4.  He  referred  to  mankind  be- 
cause He  created  the  race  poten- 
tially in  Adam  and  from  Adam's  side 
He  took  the  rib  that  woman  was  made 
of.  "But  from  the  beginning  of  the 
creation  God  made  them  male  and 
female.  For  this  cause  shall  a  man 
leave  his  father  and  mother,  and 
cleave  to  his  wife;  And  they  twain 
shall  be  one  flesh:  so  then  they 
are  no  more  twain,  but  one  flesh. 
What  therefore  God  hath  joined  to- 
gether, let  not  man  put  asunder" 
(Mark  10:6-9).  Compare,  "And  the 
LORD  God  caused  a  deep  sleep  to 
fall  upon  Adam,  and  he  slept:  and 
he  took  one  of  his  ribs,  and  closed 
up  the  flesh  instead  thereof;  And 
the  rib,  which  the  LORD  God  had 
taken  from  man,  made  he  a  woman 
and  brought  her  unto  the  man.  And 
Adam  said,  This  is  now  bone  of  my 
bones,  and  flesh  of  my  flesh:  she 
shall  be  called  Woman,  because  she 
was  taken  out  of  Man.  Therefore 
shall  a  man  leave  his  father  and  his 
mother,  and  shall  cleave  unto  his 
wife:  and  they  shall  be  one  flesh" 
(Genesis  2:21-24).  So  God  made 
man  (the  race  as  well  as  the  first 
man)  in  His  image,  after  His  like- 
ness which  includes  at  least  moral 
and  spiritual  likeness,  and  in- 
telligence to  rule  over  and  to  control 
all   that   is   within  man's  domain. 


FACE  TO  FACE  TALK 
I  want  no  great  preachers  in  the 
field.  If  I  can  find  a  man  who 
can  talk  face  to  face  with  another 
man,  wherever  he  meets  him,  then 
I  know  how  to  get  missionary  work 
done  in  America  or  China. --Dr. 
Nevius,  Missionary. 
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EASTERN  DISTRICT  WOMAN'S 
AUXILIARY  CONVENTION 


The  Eastern  District  Woman's 
Auxiliary  Convention  convened  with 
Spring  Hope  Free  Will  Baptist 
Church,  Craven  County,  September 
19,  1974.  The  convention  theme  was 
"Let  Us  Advance  on  Our  Knees," 
with  Scripture  taken  from  Proverbs 
3:5,  6. 

Mrs.  F.  M.  Register,  president 
called  the  meeting  to  order  and  the 
congregation  sang  "The  Beautiful 
Gr den  of  Prayer . "  Mr s .  Troy  Jones 
served  as  music  director  with  Mrs. 
Jimmy  Collins  as  pianist. 

Mrs.  Rena  Kirk  brought  the  morn- 
ing devotional  reading  Scripture  from 
Proverbs.  She  gave  some  impres- 
sive remarks  in  keeping  with  the 
convention's  theme,  closing  with 
prayer. 

A  very  warm  welcome  was  ex- 
tended to  everyone  by  Mrs.  Jimmy 
Jones  of  the  host  church.  Mrs. 
Rivers  Winstead  gave  the  response. 

The  president  extended  a  very 
cordial  welcome  to  approximately 
175  ministers,  officers,  delegates, 
and  visitors.  These  were  also 
recognized. 

Mrs.  Register  stated  that  a  nom- 
inating committee  had  been 
appointed  to  bring  in  a  slate  of 
officers  to  the  spring  convention  in 
March,  1975;  these  to  be  elected 
and  installed  at  that  meeting.  Serv- 
ing as  advisor  on  the  committee  is 
Mrs.  Rivers  Winstead  along  with 
Mrs.  Make  Miller,  Mrs.  Ellen Riggs, 
Mrs.  Viola  Blizzard,  Mrs.  Milton 
Kennedy,  and  Mrs.  Sybil  Godley. 
Mrs.  Register  also  announced  that 
the  state  minutes  will  be  received 
later,  and  two  minutes  will  be  sent 
to  each  local  auxiliary  in  the  dis- 
trict. 

For  her  remarks,  Mrs.  Register 
read  Scripture  from  Matthew  9:38. 
She  stated  that  we  should  pray  for 
all  things  in  God's  field  of  service, 
and  as  ambassadors  for  Christ  we 
advance  on  our  knees  by  "doing." 

Mrs.  Ellen  Dixon  brought  a  re- 
port from  the  Free  Will  Baptist 
Press  Foundation.  She  stated  that 
many  new  books,  puzzles,  and  games 
were  being  received  at  the  book- 
stores, along  with  Bibles  with 
large  print. 


Mrs.  Sam  Weeks  brought  greetings 
from  the  staff  and  children  at  the 
Children's  Home.  She  stated  that 
the  work  is  progressing  nicely  there 
and  there  are  several  pending  ap- 
plications for  admission  of  children. 
She  stated  that  the  air-conditioning 
has  been  installed  in  the  chapel. 
This  is  a  state  project  and  local 
auxiliaries  are  asked  to  send  $20 
each  on  this  debt.  She  thanked  the 
auxiliaries  for  their  prayers  and 
support. 

Dr.  W.  Burkette  Raper  brought 
greetings  and  information  from 
Mount  Olive  College.  He  presented 
Mrs.  Diane  Riley  from  the  college, 
and  after  some  brief  remarks,  she 
urged  us  to  continue  praying  for  the 
school  and  keep  the  students  enroll- 
ing. 

An  offering  was  taken  to  be  equally 
divided  between  the  Children's  Home 
and  Mount  Olive  College.  The  amount 
received  was  $124.50.  The  offertory 
prayer  was  by  Mrs.  Bertie  Howard. 

There  was  a  special  prayer  re- 
quest for  Mrs.  Bertha  Smith,  with 
Mrs .  J .  C .  Griffin  offering  the  prayer . 

Special  music  was  rendered  by  the 
Prescott  Family- -Mr.  and  Mrs.  Mat- 
thew Prescott,  Pam,  Nancy,  Martha, 
Becky,  and  Stephen.  They  sang  "He 
Did  It  All  for  Me"  and  "Because  He 
Lives. ' ' 

The  Rev.  Bobby  Harrell,  pastor 
of  Smith's  New  Home  church,  brought 
the  convention  sermon.  His  subject 
was  "Four  Sets  of  Wings  We  Need  as 
Christians,"  with  Scripture  taken 
from  Psalm  55. 

Following  the  appointment  of  com- 
mittees, we  adjourned  for  lunch  with 
grace  and  the  benediction  by  the  pas- 
tor of  the  host  church,  the  Rev. 
Wayne  Poston. 

The  afternoon  session  opened  with 
the  hymn,  "My  Faith  Looks  Up  to 
Thee,"  and  special  music  by  the 
Prescott  Family. 

A  very  impressive  memorial  ser- 
vice for  ten  deceased  members  was 
conducted  by  Mrs.  W.  E.  Baldree. 
She  read  Scripture  from  Proverbs 
31.  This  was  followed  with  a  solo, 
"Beyond  the  Sunset"  by  Mrs.  Diane 
Riley.  Everyone  stood  for  a  moment 
of   silent   prayer,    closing   with  a 


memorial  prayer  by  Mrs.  D.  W.  Hai 
cock. 

Reports  of  denominational  entei 
prises  were  given  as  follows: 

Mrs.  Matthew  Prescott  report* 
on  Camp  Vandemere.  She  stat< 
that  much  progress  is  being  mat 
on  the  building,  etc.  She  encouragi 
each  local  auxiliary  to  support  th 
work  with  a  $15  contribution  p< 
year. 

Superannuation  chairman,  Mr 
Carol  Hansley,  gave  some  interestiii 
information  on  this  work.  She  pr< 
sented  Mrs.  Sam  Weeks  who  told 
plans  for  a  retirement  home  villaji 
for  ministers  and  their  wives. 

Mrs.  Adaline  Gray,  mission chaiii 
man,  and  the  Rev.  Jospeh  Ingrarl 
director -treasurer  of  state  mii' 
sions,  gave  information  concerniil 
missions.  Mrs.  Gray  expressed  aj 
preciation  for  prayers  and  suppo 
of  this  work. 

Mrs.  Rivers  Winstead,  field  sei 
retary,  urged  auxiliaries  to  have! 
study  course  on  the  auxiliary  manui 
and  other  required  studies.  SI 
also  urged  the  youth  chairmen 
continue  working  with  our  yout: 

Mrs.  John  W.  Taylor,  prograd 
prayer  chairman,  urged  everyone 
join  the  North  Carolina  Prayer  Bai 
and  "Advance  with  Christ  on  Oi 
Knees,"  thanking  God  for  His  bles 
ings- -morning,  noon,  and  night. 

The  Rev.  Noah  Brown  report< 
that  much  progress  had  been  mat 
on  church  extension  in  the  past  fe 
years. 

Mrs.  D.  W.  Hancock,  state  pres: 
dent,  brought  news  from  Cragmo 
Assembly.  She  stated  that  the  O 
Building  at  Cragmont  would  be  rei 
ovated.  She  thanked  the  conventi( 
for  its  generous  response  on  tl 
walk -in  freezer  for  the  Children 
Home  and  stated  that  the  state  prcj 
ect  for  the  year  is  for  local  auxi'- 
iaries  to  pay  for  the  carpet  for  tl 
chapel  at  Mount  Olive  College  it 
contributing  $20  per  year  for  tl 
next  two  years.  She  stated  th 
emphasis  should  be  placed  on  ste\ 
ardship  this  year. 

Minutes  of  the  executive  committij 
meeting  were  read.  By  a  motional 
vote  the  following  resolutions  we: 
passed  on  collectively: 

1.  That  we  increase  our  sta 
mission  project  quota  to  $30  pi' 
year,  by  request  of  the  state  coi 
vention.  Of  this  amount  $20  will  i 
on  the  salaries  of  Mrs.  Lucy  Tin 
mons,  Mrs.  Mattie  Lou  Link,  ai 
Mrs.  Sandra  Jones.  The  balan 
of  $10  will  go  for  the  home  mission 

2.  That  we  elect  a  scholarsh! 
and  education  chairman  to  work  wi 
the  youth  chairman  to  promote  t.| 
Anna  Phillips  Loan  Fund,  the  Ali 
E.  Lupton  Scholarship  Fund,  the  I 
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\J.  Griffin  Ministerial  Fund,  and  to 
eep  our  auxiliaries  informed  about 

tepiese  and  other  named  available  ed- 
bational  funds.  Also  to  help  furnish 

reformation     from     Mount  Olive 

at&ollege . 

ij  3.  To  reelect  Miss  Velma  Morris 
m  serve  for  another  two  years  on 
time  finance  committee  (1975-1976). 
]i§  4.  That  we  present  a  Life  Mem- 
bership Certificate  and  a  Life  Award 
tWjin  for  services  rendered  in  district 
titonvention  work  to  Mrs.  Ralph  Sum- 
mer and  Mrs.  Walter  Sutton.  Mrs. 
dlatthew  Prescott  made  this  pre- 
sentation. 

|  Mrs.  Sam  Weeks  presented  an 
Avard  to  Mrs.  Elizabeth  Slaughter 
all  behalf  of  the  Woman's  Auxiliary 
Holly  Springs  church  for  services 
liendered  there. 

a|j  There  was  a  motion  by  Mrs. 
io|i chard  Bryan,  seconded  by  Mrs. 
|.  E.  Baldree  to  accept  the  state 
Project  for  this  year.  Motion  carried, 
el  Mrs.  Rom  Mallard,  district  trea- 
iiiirer,  gave  the  following  report: 
lalance  Brought  Forward  $  179.99 
leceipts  from  churches  3,128.22 
I  Total  to  Account  For  3,308.21 
disbursements  3,175.54 
Balance  on  Hand  $  132.67 

(Child's  spending  money,  $150.) 
'The  Financial  Statement  as  of 
jptember  19,  1974,  was  as  follows: 


alance  Brought  Forward 
eceipts 

Total  to  Account  For 
isbursements 

Balance  on  Hand 


$  132.67 
517.52 
650.19 
518.74 

$  131.45 


There  was  a  motion  by  Mrs.  W. 
Baldree,  seconded  by  Mrs.  J. 
Griffin,  that  this  convention  send 
50  to  Mount  Olive  College  on  the 
arpet  fund.  Motion  carried. 

Delegates  were  appointed  to  the 
irious  district  conventions. 

The  petition  committee  report 
iree  petitions  for  the  spring  con- 
intion.  By  vote  of  the  convention 
ie  next  meeting  in  the  spring  of 
)75  will  be  held  with  the  First 
ree  Will  Baptist  Church  of  Kinston. 

The  resolutions  committee  re- 
nted as  follows: 

1 .  Be  it  resolved  that  we  pray 
lore  for  our  nation  and  people,  also 
te  leaders   of  our  denomination. 

12.  To  continue  working  for  our 
Ijpnominational  enterprises. 

1 3.  To  be  better  witnesses  and 
Sorkers   in   God's  kingdom  today, 

id  that  this  convention's  members 
Jin  the  North  Carolina  Prayer  Band, 
j  These  resolutions  were  passed  on 
f  vote  of  the  convention. 

The  courtesy  committee  reported 
1 5  follows: 

We  would  like  to  express  our  ap- 
reciation  to   Spring  Hope  church 
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for  the  gracious  hospitality,  the  beau- 
tiful flowers  in  the  church,  and  a 
bountiful  lunch,  by  a  rising  vote  of 
thanks. 

The  convention  adjourned  with  the 
congregation  singing  "Blest  Be  the 
Tie  that  Binds." 
Respectfully  submitted, 
Mrs.    F.  M.  Register,  President 
Mrs.  Nelson  T.  Simpson,  Secretary 

WESTERN  DISTRICT 
STUDY  COURSE 

The  woman's  auxiliaries  of  the 
Western  District  will  have  a  com- 
bined study  course  on  "Steward- 
ship" Tuesday,  November  19,  at 
the  Kenly,  North  Carolina,  Free 
Will  Baptist  Church,  beginning  at 
7:30  p.m. 

Mrs.  Ruby  Narron  of  the  Saint 
Mary's  Free  Will  Baptist  Church 
Woman's  Auxiliary  will  teach  the 
course.  Please  make  your  plans  now 
to  attend. 

Respectfully  submitted, 
Frances  Boyette 
Western  District 
Study  Course  Chairman 


IN  MEMORIAM 

Mrs.  Nathan  Barnette 

On  July  20,  1974,  God  called  Mrs. 
Nathan  Barnette  home  to  be  with 
Him.  She  was  87  years  old  and  had 
been  a  widow  for  30  years.  Mrs. 
Barnette  enjoyed  good  health  until 
the  last  four  years  of  her  life  when 
she  became  an  invalid. 

Early  in  her  married  life  Mrs. 
Barnette's  sister  died  and  a  short 
time  later  her  sister's  husband  died, 
leaving  five  children  ranging  in  age 
from  six  to  thirteen  years.  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Barnette,  having  no  children  of 
their  own,  took  these  children  home 
with  them.  A  few  years  later  they 
took  Mrs.  Barnette's  one -month  old 
great -niece  home  with  them.  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Barnette  raised  these  six 
children  as  their  own. 

These  children  loved  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Barnette  as  their  own  parents.  During 
the  30  years  Mrs.  Barnette  was  a 
widow,  they  showered  their  love  on 
her.  During  the  four  years  she  was 
an  invalid,  she  never  lacked  for  any- 
thing. 

Mrs.  Barnette's  love  for  people 
reached  out  beyond  her  home.  She 
never  knew  when  she  had  done  enough 
for  others. 

She  was  one  of  the  oldest  members 
of  Pleasant  Grove  Free  Will  Baptist 
Church  near  Pikeville.  She  was 
faithful  to  all  organizations  of  the 
church.   The  woman's  auxiliary  was 


dear  to  her  heart.  We  all  miss  her 
but  we  bow  humbly  to  God's  will. 
May  we  who  are  left  behind  be  better 
Christians  by  naving  known  Mrs. 
Barnette. 

Respectfully  submitted, 
Maybelle  B.  Fleming 
Pleasant  Grove  Day 
Woman's  Auxiliary 

Margaret  Scott  Vail 

Margaret  Scott  Vail  was  born  May 
17,  1885,  and  died  August  27,  1974. 
Her  devoted  husband  preceded  her  in 
death  by  19  years. 

She  was  a  long  time  member  of 
Pleasant  Grove  Free  Will  Baptist 
Church  near  Pikeville,  and  was  al- 
ways in  her  place  for  Sunday  school, 
church  worship  services,  and  the 
woman's  auxiliary  meetings.  Mar- 
garet loved  to  contribute  to  the  fi- 
nancial support  of  all  phases  of  the 
church. 

She  leaves  to  mourn  her  passing 
six  daughters  and  their  husbands,  as 
well  as  a  host  of  friends.  Her 
daughters  were  lovingly  attentive  to 
her  during  the  19  years  she  was  a 
widow.  She  had  enjoyed  good 
health  all  these  years  until  the  last 
five  weeks  of  her  life.  During  these 
five  weeks  one  or  more  of  her  daugh- 
ters were  at  her  bedside  most  of  the 
time. 

Margaret's  home  was  open  to  her 
family  and  friends  all  the  time.  She 
was  never  too  busy  to  receive  com- 
pany. It  was  a  home  to  which  all 
liked  to  go  and  were  reluctant  to 
leave.  Many  times  she  would  find 
something  to  give  her  visitors  when 
leaving.  It  could  be  a  flower,  a  food 
delicacy,  or  some  other  small  gift. 

It  was  a  familiar  sight  to  see 
neighbors  gathered  on  her  porch  to 
shell  peas  or  butter  beans  or  just 
to  sit  and  visit  with  her.  In  their 
gathering  there  were  often  praises  to 
the  good  Lord  for  His  mercy  and 
goodness. 

We  all  miss  Margaret,  but  we  know 
that  our  loss  is  her  gain.  We  feel 
all  who  have  known  this  good  woman 
are  inspired  to  live  a  little  closer  to 
our  Lord. 

Respectfully  submitted, 
Maybelle  B.  Fleming 
Pleasant  Grove  Day 
Woman's  Auxiliary 


SHINING  AT  HOME 

Hudson  Taylor  has  said,  "A  small 
circle  of  usefulness  is  not  to  be 
despised.  A  light  that  does  not 
shine  beautifully  around  the  family 
table  at  home,  is  not  fit  to  rush 
to  a  long  way  off  to  do  a  great  ser- 
vice elsewhere. "- -Selected. 


Special  Service  for  Youth 
Saint  Mary's  Church 


Recently  there  was  a  coronation 
service  held  at  Saint  Mary's  Free 
Will  Baptist  Church,  Fleet  Street, 
New  Bern,  for  the  youth  of  the 
church.  The  Royal  Court  is  pic- 
tured as  follows:  Denise  Miller, 
Queen;  Jimmy  Thomas,  King;  Pam 
Mann,  Senoir  Lady -in -Waiting;  Chip 
Dickinson,  Senior  Honor  Guard; 
Theresa     Mann,  Princess;  Melvin 


Keech  Jr.,  Prince;  Leslie  Lann, 
Junior  Lady -in -Waiting;  Gregg 
Mills,  Junior  Honor  Guard;  Melanie 
Lee,  Pagette;  and  Chad  Keech,  Page. 

These  young  people  were  chosen 
for  their  outstanding  work  during  the 
past  year  in  all  phases  of  local, 
district,  and  state  youth  work  of  the 
church.  Points  were  accumulated 
by  assisting  in  the  various  projects. 


Oak  Grove  Revival 
In  Progress 

Revival  services  are  in  progress 
at  the  Oak  Grove  Free  Will  Baptist 
Church,  Vanceboro,  continuing 
through  Saturday  evening,  November 
16.  The  Rev.  Rudy  Shepard  of  Cove 
City  is  bringing  the  message  each 
evening  from  God's  Word.  The 
pastor,  the  Rev.  David  Powell,  is 
assisting  in  tne  services  which  begin 
each  evening  at  7:45.  Along  with 
good  preaching,  special  music 
is  being  rendered  each  evening. 
Everyone  is  invited  to  attend  the  re- 
mainder of  these  services. 


native  of  Cordova,  Alabama,  and 
has  been  in  the  ministry  for  27 
years.  He  has  held  pastorates  in 
Tennessee,  North  Carolina,  and 
Virginia,  and  has  done  extensive 
evangelistic  work  in  the  southeastern 
states.  He  is  presently  employed  as 
chaplain  at  the  Craven  County  Hos- 
pital in  New  Bern. 

Emphasis  during  this  week  of  re- 
vival will  be  on  "Enthusiasm  in 
Religion."  The  pastor,  the  Rev. 
Buddy  Sasser,  will  be  assisting  each 
evening  and  good  music  will  be  plenti- 
ful.   The  public  is  invited  to  attend. 


Greenville  Revival  Scheduled 
For  November  18-21 

Revival  services  are  scheduled 
for  the  week  of  November  18-21  at 
the  First  Free  Will  Baptist  Church 
in  Greenville.  Services  will  begin 
each  evening  at  7:30  with  the  Rev. 
T.  O.  Terry  of  New  Bern  as  the 
guest  evangelist.     Mr.  Terry  is  a 


Camp  Vandemere 
Experiencing  Growth 

Camp  Vandemere  is  enjoying  a 
successful  growth  pattern,  the  build- 
ing program  is  going  well,  and  the 
overall  spirit  of  the  camp  is  evidence 
that  God  is  blessing  richly  in  this 
enterprise.  Applications  are  now 
being  taken  for  the  following 
positions:      Caretaker,  director, 


nurse,  cook,  and  counselors.  Ii 
terested  parties  may  make  arrangt 
ments  for  interviews  by  contactii 
the  Rev.  Ralph  Sumner,  P.  O.  Be 
445,  Bridgeton,  North  Carolii 
28519.  This  will  be  a  good  oppo: 
tunity  for  schoolteachers,  or  tho: 
in  public  work  who  desire  summ 
jobs.  Salaries  are  negotiable. 


Johnnie  Bullman  Conducting 
Otter's  Creek  Revival 


The  Rev.  Johnnie  Bullman  of  W 
son  is  the  guest  evangelist  for  r 
vival  services  now  in  progress  at  t 
Otter's  Creek  Free  Will  Bapt: 
Church,  Route  1,  Macclesfield,  coi 
tinuing  through  Friday  evening,  N 
vember  15.  Services  are  beginni 
each  evening  at  7:30  with  the  paste 
the  Rev.  Ralph  Aycock,  assisting  M 
Bullman.  Along  with  good  gosp 
preaching,  special  music  is  bei 
rendered  each  evening.  Mr.  Ayco 
and  the  entire  church  extend  a  co 
dial  invitation  to  the  public  to  atte 
the   remainder   of  these  service 


Gospel  Sing  at  Smithfield 
National  Guard  Armory 

The  Young  Adult  Sunday  Sch 
Class  of  Friendship  Free  Will  Bt 
tist  Church,  Middlesex,  will  spon 
a  Gospel  Sing  Friday  evening,  1 
vember  15,  at  the  National  Guj 
Armory  in  Smithfield.  The  s 
will  begin  at  7:30  p.m.,  featur 
"The  Messengers,"  "The  Four 
Christ  Quartet,"  and  "The  Wood 
Family."  The  proceeds  from 
sing  will  go  in  the  fund  for  an  < 
ucational  building  for  the  chur 
Advance  tickets  are  on  sale  for 
each,  and  tickets  at  the  door  v 
be  $2.50.  Children  under  twe^ 
years  of  age  will  be  admitted 
$1.     A  free  nursery  will  be  pi 
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Iffed  for  children  under  three  years 
..age. 

HMr.  Ernie  Scott  of  the  Christian 
Hdio  station,  WRNC  in  Raleigh  will 
icee  the  program. 

01 

en's  Chapel  Revival 
ivember  18-23 


Revival  services  are  scheduled 
Owen's  Chapel  Free  Will  Bap- 
iJt  Church,  Route  3,  Elm  City, 
fr  the  week  of  November  18-23. 
frvices  will  begin  nightly  at  7:30 
|th  the  Rev.  Wayne  King  as  guest 
leaker.  He  will  be  assisted  in  the 
jeeting  by  the  pastor,  the  Rev.  F.  M. 
Lens.  Good  Bible  preaching, 
Ispel  singing,  and  spiritual  fellow  - 
lip  will  be  the  highlights  of  each 
Irvice.  The  pastor  and  the  church 
jembership  invite  the  public  to  at- 
imd. 


ragmont  Assembly  Treasurer's 
eport  for  October,  1974 

Mrs.  Fountain  Taylor,  treasurer 
f  Cragmont  Assembly,  Inc.,  Black 
lountain,  reports  as  follows  for  the 
lonth  of  October,  1974: 


alance  October  1,  1974 


$11,769.50 


eceipts 

hurches 
jeagues 


$1,189.46 
82.18 

day  Schools  190.85 
junday  School  Conventions  48.00 

61.38 


Jnions 


Total  Receipts 
Total   for  Which 
to  Account 

i  isbursements 
derating  Expenses 
lsurance 


1,571.87 
13,341.37 


304.28 
178.50 


Total  Disbursements  482.78 
Balance  November  $12,858.59 
1,  1974 


Coming  Events  . . . 

November  19- -Western  District 
Combined  Study  Course  on  Stew- 
ardship, 7:30  P.M.,  Kenly,  North 
Carolina,  Free  Will  Baptist  Church 

November  23- -Thanksgiving  Ser- 
vices, Memorial  Chapel,  Free  Will 
Baptist  Children's  Home,  Middle- 
sex, North  Carolina 


Churches  and  Ministers 
Available 

(Note:  This  column  is  provided,  when 
needed,  for  any  church  that  is  seeking  a 
pastor  and  for  any  minister  who  is  seeking 
a  church  to  serve  and  would  like  to  give 
such  notice.  Please  send  the  necessary  in- 
formation to  the  editor  of  "The  Free  Will 
Baptist."  Each  notice  will  run  for  two  is- 
sues only. ) 


ARE  YOU 


The  Rev.  Boyd  L.  Shook  announces 
to  the  Free  Will  Baptist  churches  of 
North  Carolina  that  after  being  out  of 
the  pastorate  for  the  past  year  due  to 
a  heart  attack,  he  has  now  been  given 
the  OK  by  his  doctor  to  reenter  pas- 
toral and  revival  work. 

Mr.  Shook  states:  "I  have  made  a 
full  and  complete  recovery  and  wish 
to  thank  my  many  friends  in  the 
churches  throughout  North  Carolina 
for  their  prayer  and  support  in  my 
days  of  sickness.  I  am  now  available 
for  pastoral  and  revival  work.  Any 
church  or  pastor  desiring  my  ser- 
vices may  contact  me  at  the  following 
address:  Box  465,  Selma,  North 
Carolina  27576;  telephone  965-3032." 


The  pastor  of  the  Edwards  Chapel 
Free  Will  Baptist  Church  (South 
River),  Route  1,  Beaufort,  has 
resigned  due  to  health  problems. 
The  church  is  seeking  a  minister  for 
half-time  services  beginning  January 
1,  1975.  Anyone  interested  in  serving 
this  church  please  write  or  call  Mrs. 
Marie  Wallace,  Route  1,  Box  870, 
Beaufort,  North  Carolina  28516;  tele- 
phone 728-3081. 


BE  LOVELY  AND  NOT  KNOW  IT 

The  supreme  height  of  spiritual 
loveliness  is  to  be  lovely  and  not 
to  know  it.  Virtue  is  so  apt  to  be- 
come self-conscious,  and  so  to  lose 
its  glow. --John  Henry  Jowett. 


A  CYNIC? 


by  the  Rev.  Taylor  Hill 
Fayetteville,  North  Carolina 

I  suppose  the  subject  of  Chris- 
tian behavior  has  been  the  main 
topic  of  discussion  among  church 
members  since  the  Day  of  Pente- 
cost. We  have  learned  a  lot  from 
our  Christian  experiences,  but  there 
is  always  a  lot  more  to  be  learned 
that  can  bring  about  more  happiness 
and  understanding  among  Christian 
people. 

I  am  persuaded  that  we  would  all 
do  well  at  this  point  to  learn  to 
expect  to  see  certain  human  frail- 
ties in  one  another  as  long  as  we 
are  in  this  world.  You  can  usually 
tell  if  a  person  is  honestly  trying 
to  be  a  good  and  faithful  Christian. 
God  wants  us  all  to  be  happy  Chris- 
tians, but  if  this  is  to  be  so,  we 
must  do  our  part  in  helping  to 
bring  it  about.  After  much  prayer- 
ful study,  I  am  persuaded  that  we 
all  can  improve  by  being  more  com- 
plimentary toward  one  another  and 
learn  to  look  for  the  good  features 
in  others  and  to  acknowledge  them. 

There  is  an  ancient  Greek  cynic 
philosophy  that  dates  back  to  ap- 
proximately 400  years  before  Christ 
and  teaches  that  happiness  comes 
only  from  true  virtue  (perfection); 
however,  it  is  sad  to  say  that  people 
who  adopt  such  a  philosophy  usually 
wind  up  to  be  very  unhappy  people 
because  they  are  unable  to  find  that 
perfect  person  and  usually  become 
extremely  critical  and  arrogant. 
Certainly  all  Christians  are  expected 
to  strive  for  moral  decency  and  per- 
fection and  not  compromise;  but  we 
also  know  that  because  of  our  in- 
ability to  be  perfect,  we  all  depend 
upon  the  grace  and  mercy  of  the 
Lord.  So  let  us  all  learn  to  pray 
for  the  erring  and  be  patient  with 
them  as  God  has  been  with  us. 
Let  us  compliment  the  good  things 
we  see  in  one  another;  oh  yes,  even 
those  who  might  not  be  very  nice 
and  polite  to  us.  Remember,  I 
said  we  because  this  goes  for  me 
too.  This  doctrine  comes  from  our 
Lord   and   Saviour,    Jesus  Christ. 

If  you  are  a  Christian  and  find  it 
hard  to  be  content  and  happy,  it 
could  very  well  be  because  you  are 
a  cynic  (too  critical),  which  is  among 
many  other  things  that  cause  un- 
happiness.  I  think  the  virture  that 
has  made  me  the  happiest  and  has 
had  the  greatest  healing  effect  in 
my  personal  life  has  been  the  spirit 
of  forgiveness. 
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Gift  of  Love  Acknowledged 

A  love  gift  of  $125  to  the  Chapel 
Fund,  given  by  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Jesse 
Proctor  of  Walstonburg,  has  been 
received  by  Mount  Olive  College. 
The  gift  was  in  honor,  appreciation, 
and  commemoration  of  the  sixty 
years  ministry  of  the  Rev.  and  Mrs. 
E.  C.  Morris- -October  17,  1914  to 
October  17,  1974. 

The  Proctors  are  life -long 
members  of  Spring  Branch  Free  Will 
Baptist  Church  which  Mr.  Morris 
was  serving  at  the  time  of  his  re- 
tirement. In  acknowledging  their 
gift,  Dr.  W.  Burkette  Raper,  presi- 
dent of  the  College,  declared,  "The 
Rev.  and  Mrs.  Morris  have  won  the 
admiration  and  appreciation  of  all 
who  know  them  through  their  un- 
selfish and  dedicated  services  to 
Free  Will  Baptists  and  it  is  ap- 
propriate that  they  should  be  honored 
through  the  'House  of  God'  on  the 
campus   of  Mount  Olive  College." 

Moye  Library  Gifts 

Gifts  to  Moye  Library  during  the 
month  of  October,  1974,  totaled 
$243.50  and  were  as  follows: 

In  Memory  Of 

Mr.  Harvey  Barefoot  by  the  Ladies 
Sunday  School  Class,  Robert's  Grove 
Free  Will  Baptist  Church,  Dunn;  the 
Oscar  Tew  Family,  Dunn;  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Willard  Barefoot,  Dunn:  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Sam  Jackson,  Dunn;  and 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  M.  M.  Tew,  Dunn. 

Mr.  W.  C.  Blackman  by  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Vernon  Lamm,  Lucama. 

Mr.  John  Burroughs  by  Fifth  Union 
Free  Will  Baptist  Meeting  of  the 
Eastern  Conference,  New  Bern. 

Mr.  Clay  English  Casey  by  Dr. 
and  Mrs.  W.  Burkette  Raper,  Mount 
Olive. 

Mrs.  Hattie  Cooper  by  Dr.  and 
Mrs.  W.  Burkette  Raper,  Mount 
Olive;  and  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Willard 
Barefoot,  Dunn. 

Ms.  Hortense  Creech  by  Rains 
Cross  Roads  Free  Will  Baptist 
Church,  Pikeville. 

Miss  Velva  Daughtry  by  Ms.  Sybil 


A.  Robinson,  Kinston;  and  Dr.  and 
Mrs.  W.  Burkette  Raper,  Mount 
Olive. 

Mr.  J.  Alfred  Ginn  by  Dr.  and 
Mrs.  W.  Burkette  Raper,  Mount 
Olive. 

Mrs.  Matoaka  Heath  by  Woman's 
Auxiliary,  First  Free  Will  Baptist 
Church,  Kinston. 

Mrs.  Ada  Elizabeth  Hobbs  by  the 
family   of   E.    R.   Hobbs,  Clinton. 

Mr.  Tobie  Mercer  by  Woman's 
Auxiliary,  Cabin  Free  Will  Baptist 
Church,  Beulaville. 

Mr.  Allen  Ralph  Mercer  by  Mrs. 
Pannie  M.  Rhodes,  Beulaville;  Mrs. 
Julia  H.  Mercer,  Beaulaville;  Johnnie 
Franklin  and  Debrah  Starr  Mercer, 
Beulaville;  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Weils 
Thomas,  Pink  Hill;  Dr.  and  Mrs.  W. 
Burkette  Raper,  Mount  Olive;  and 
Woman's  Auxiliary,  Cabin  Free  Will 
Baptist  Church,  Beulaville. 

Mr.  William  C.  Rains  Sr.  by  Dr. 
and  Mrs.  W.  Burkette  Raper,  Mount 
Olive. 

Mrs.  Ada  Louise  Hobbs  Raynor  by 
Dr.  and  Mrs.  Burkette  Raper,  Mount 
Olive. 

Mrs.  Rosa  Mae  Stott  by  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  James  B.  Hunt,  Lucama. 

Mr.  John  W.  Sutton  by  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Johnnie  G.  Howell,  Pikeville. 

Mrs.  Catherine  T.  Thompson  by 
Mrs.  J.  Hoover  Talton  and  Kathy, 
Mount  Olive;  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Lynwood 
Kennedy,  Mount  Olive;  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Thomas  W.  Albritton,  Mount  Olive; 
and  Mr.  Gary  F.  Barefoot,  Mount 
Olive. 

Or  a  L.  Walston  by  Maggie  J.  and 
Frank  Jones,  Pinetops. 

Mr.  H.  Vester  Wilder  by  Friend- 
ship Free  Will  Baptist  Church, 
Middlesex. 

In  Honor  Of 

Tracy  Lee  Dail  by  Dr.  and  Mrs. 
W.    Burkette   Raper,  Mount  Olive. 

Mrs.  Otto  Merritt  by  Velma  M. 
Hughes,  Rocky  Mount. 

Mrs.  Mary  Winfield  Howard  by 
Willing  Workers  Sunday  School 
Class,  Free  Union  Free  Will  Bap- 
tist Church,  Pinetown. 

Mrs.  Mamie  Paul  by  Willing 
Workers  Sunday  School  Class,  Free 


Union   Free   Will   Baptist  Chun 
Pinetown. 

Muna  Jamil  Shami  by  Dr.  a 
Mrs.  W.  Burkette  Raper,  Moi 
Olive. 

Kimberly  Dawn  Wall  by  Mr.  a 
Mrs.  Dennis  Riley,  New  Bern. 

Gifts 

Mrs.    J.   T.   Wilson,  New  Bei] 

Dr.  Raper  at  Mt.  Zion 

Dr.  W.  Burkette  Raper,  preside 
of  Mount  Olive  College,  will  beguej 
minister  at  Mount  Zion  Free  WJl 
Baptist  Church  in  Pamlico  Count 
on  Sunday,  November  17.  The  Re! 
E.  E.  Edwards,  pastor,  announcil 
that  President  Raper  will  teach  I 
combined  Sunday  school  class 
10  a.m.  and  preach  the  morniil 
worship  service. 


EXAMPLE  BY  PROXY 

In  a  home  where  the  father  dra' 
at  dinner,  the  pastor  was  off] 
invited  by  the  mother  to  dine,  I 
order,  as  she  once  explained  I 
him,  that  her  young  sons  mig| 
see  that  some  men  were  total  all 
stainers,  and  that  they  might  foiled 
their  mother's  entreaties  and  til 
minister's  example. - -Illustrator.  I 
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price  paperback 
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BY  CORRIE 
ten  BOOM 

The  bestselling 
true  story  of  one 
of  the  towering 
women  of  our  time' 
.  .  .  and  the  amazing 
faith  that  turned  a  gen- 
tie  spinster  into  a  vibrant 
Christian  activist  who 
defied  the  Gestapo. 
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soon  a  major  motion  picture! 
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THE  FREE  WILL  BAPTIS 


Unmitigated 


by  the  Rev.  R.  P.  Harm 


iBcriptual  Basis:  "...  whosoever 
Is  not  found  written  in  the  book  of 
1|  was  cast  into  the  lake  of  fire" 
(fevelation  20:15). 

I  E  BIBLE  SPEAKS  OF  HELL  AND 
IfE  LAKE  OF  FIRE 

(Hie  Bible  is  full  of  warnings  con- 
efning  wicked  man's  eternal  abode. 
tyn  has  chosen  to  call  this  place  of 
fcjment  HELL.  However,  hell  is  only 
I  first  deposit  for  wicked  souls; 
I  LAKE  OF  FIRE  is  the  wicked 
nin's  final  destruction.  This  is 
were  death  and  hell  (all  wicked  men 
n  women,  wicked  angels,  and  even 
I  devil  himself)  will  be  sent  when 
Ijsus  finishes  with  all  the  evil  things. 
Hthis  lake  of  fire  there  will  be  not 
ret,  day  or  night,  and  the  torment 
■l  go  on  forever  and  ever  without 
bB. 

jjSome  modern  interpreters  of  the 
tple  are  trying  to  establish  the 
Ht  that  the  lake  of  fire  will  burn 
■elf  out,  the  same  as  a  brush  heap 
Bps.  They  refuse  to  believe  that  the 
fib  in  the  lake  is  eternal  and  that 
tp  has  ordained  that  it  shall  burn 
■ever  and  ever  without  end.  How 
sd!  It  will  be  too  late  for  sinners 
■they  believe  this  and  wait  to  find 
•1  from  experience,  because  no  one 
ler  returns  from  hell  and  much  less 
as  his  chances  of  returning  from 
till  lake  of  fire. 

he  way  God  has  dealt  with  man 
ttce  He  created  Adam  and  placed 
hp  in  the  Garden  of  Eden  makes  it 
■pessary  for  Him  to  provide  a  place 
•everlasting  punishment  for  all  evil 
pp.  If  God  does  not  do  what  He  has 
Ppmised  to  do  with  the  wicked  men 
women  of  our  day,  He  needs  to  go 
k  in  history  and  correct  the 
ishment  meted  out  to  them.  Some- 
has  said,  "If  God  does  not 
ish  America  for  her  wickedness 
destroy  her,  He  needs  to  res- 
ect Sodom   and   Gomorrah  and 


A  PROIVIIS 


by  Darlene  Clark 
(Twelve  Years  Old)  
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In  the  puzzle  above,  "A  Promise,"  were  you  able  to  find  all  the  answers? 
The  words  are  circled  for  you.  Remember,  they  may  read  vertically, 
horizontally,  or  diagonally,  and  may  be  spelled  forwards  or  backwards. 
Also,  there  was  one  misspelled  word;  did  you  discover  this?  We  are  sorry 
about  the  mistake. 


apologize  to  the  people  of  these  cities 
for  destroying  them."  The  wicked 
things  noted  in  these  two  wicked  cities 
which  warranted  their  destruction 
are  in  evidence  in  our  nation  today. 

Wicked  men  and  women,  and  es- 
pecially the  religious  ones  who  are 
not  acquainted  with  Christ  and  the 
Christian  way  of  life,  had  better  look 
into  God's  Word  and  search  the  Scrip- 


tures lest  they  be  turned  into  hell  now 
and  later  into  the  lake  of  fire.  The 
Bible  makes  it  clear  that  all  sinners 
will  be  sent  to  a  place  of  everlasting 
torment.  The  only  escape  from  this 
punishment  is  through  faith  and  a  be- 
lief in  the  shed  blood  of  Jesus 
Christ.  John  14:6  states,  "...  I  am 
the  way,  the  truth,  and  the  life:  no 
(Continued  on  Page  15) 
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ST.  CLAIRE  BIBLE  CLAStf) 


SCHOOL  LESSOI^ 

^ — ^< 

5^ 


FOR  NOVEMBER  24 


BEYOND  RACIAL 
BARRIERS 

Lesson  Text:  Jonah  4 
Memory  Verse:  Jonah  4:11 

I.  INTRODUCTION 

We  have  achieved  much  more  in 
our  racial  relationships  within  the 
past  twenty  years  than  we  realize. 
In  1954  a  momentous  Supreme  Court 
decision  affecting  school  segregation 
shook  the  country.  In  the  next  few 
years  more  and  more  civil  rights 
laws  were  passed  climaxed  in  the 
Civil  Rights  Law  of  1964.  Today 
one  wonders  what  the  racket  was  all 
about  as  both  Blacks  and  Whites  have 
learned  valuable  lessons  in  human 
dignity  and  personal  liberties. 

We  do  not  believe  these  changes 
have  come  about  merely  through  the 
passing  of  laws  in  the  Congress  of 
the  United  States;  on  the  contrary, 
some  of  them  produced  more  harm 
than  good.  We  have  learned  that 
there  is  no  way  to  legislate  love, 
fair  play,  respect  for  others,  and 
certainly  not  morals.  We  believe 
we  have  come  to  this  plateau  of 
mutual  consideration  for  other  races 
because  of  the  inner  force  of  Chris- 
tian love  put  there  by  the  Lord  Jesus 
Christ.  If  we  did  not  really  love  Him 
does  anyone  think  for  a  moment  we 
would  be  willing  to  go  the  second 
mile  to  give  our  neighbor,  whatever 
the  color  of  his  skin,  the  rights  God 
intended  for  him  to  have? 

Some  of  these  matters  will  be 
brought  to  mind  as  we  study  the 
story  of  one  of  the  most  bigoted  men 
in  the  Bible,  but  one  whom  God  felt 
had  redeeming  qualities,  enough  that 
something  could  be  done  for  him. 
He  was  a  preacher,  too,  which  says 
that  this  particular  group  is  not  above 
a  bit  of  prejudice  and  bias. --The 
Bible  Student  (F.  W.  B.) 

II.  HINTS  THAT  HELP 

A.  The  Book  of  Jonah  shows  the 
danger  of  disobedience.  Jonah's  dis- 
obedience caused  him  to  be  the  object 
of  God's  wrath- -God  sent  a  storm  to 
stop  him.  It  also  caused  innocent 
souls  to  suffer  -  -  the  mariners  on  the 
ship  were  innocent  of  Jonah's  sin. 


It  kept  Nineveh  from  hearing  God's 
message  as  soon  as  they  would  have 
if  he  had  obeyed  immediately. 

B.  The  Book  of  Jonah  names  four 
things  that  God  prepared  for  Jonah: 
a  fish,  a  gourd,  a  worm,  and  a  vehe- 
ment east  wind.  Jonah  could  see  the 
value  in  the  fish  and  the  gourd  but 
he  could  not  see  the  value  in  the 
worm  and  the  wind.  Yet  God  used 
them  to  teach  the  prophet  a  lesson. 

C.  After  Jonah  had  preached  to 
Nineveh,  why  was  he  displeased  at 
their  repentance  and  God's  mercy 
upon  them?  He  had  prophesied  that 
the  city  would  be  overthrown  and  for 
this  not  to  happen  hurt  his  pride. 
Is  your  pride  more  important  to  you 
than  the  salvation  of  souls?- -The 
Bible  Teacher  (F.  W.  B.) 

III.    ADDITIONAL  TRUTHS 

A.  What  was  the  matter  with 
Jonah?  How  could  his  sense  of  values 
be  so  disordered?  Can  you  imagine 
caring  more  for  a  gourd  than  for  a 
city? 

Jonah's  trouble  was  prejudice. 
From  childhood  he  had  thought  of 
his  people  as  God's  people.  In  his 
thinking  the  rest  of  the  world  was 
outside  of  God's  care  and  concern. 
It  mattered  little  whether  a  heathen 
city  lived  or  died;  and  if  it  threatened 
Israel,  he  preferred  to  have  it  die. 
His  teachers  had  neglected  to  tell 
him  that  the  chosen  people  had  been 
chosen  to  bless  the  whole  world. 
When  he  personally  was  chosen  to 
bless  one  city  of  the  world,  he  re- 
belled. 

In  a  fair  appraisal,  Nineveh  looks 
better  than  Israel.  Nineveh  was 
wicked  enough  to  be  near  destruc- 
tion, but  it  repented  and  was  pre- 
served for  more  than  a  century  and 
a  half.  Israel  scorned  the  preaching 
of  Amos  and  Hosea,  and  some  sixty 
years  after  Jonah  it  was  destroyed. 
--Standard  Lesson  Commentary. 

B.  What  is  prejudice?  The  answer 
is  seen  in  the  construction  of 
the  word.  Prejudice  is  prejudging: 
it  is  having  an  opinion  before  having 
the  facts  on  which  an  opinion  ought 
to  be  based. 

Suppose,  for  example,  the  Populist 
party  controls  the  government  of  a 
certain  state  for  many  years  and  be- 
comes  very   corrupt.      Finally  a 


number  of  officials  are  tried 
convicted  of  stealing  from  1 
public  till.  At  the  next  election  t 
aroused  voters  sweep  the  Populi: 
out  of  office  and  elect  the  enti 
slate  of  the  Mugwump  Party. 

Then  suppose  a  voter  moves  frc 
that  state  to  another.  When  electi 
time  comes,  he  unhesitatingly  vot 
the  straight  Mugwump  ticket  becau 
Populists  are  crooks.  He  is  pr 
judging  the  Populists  of  his  m 
state,  judging  them  before  he  hast 
facts  to  support  such  a  judgmei 
The  facts  here  may  be  different  frc 
the  facts  in  the  other  state.  Perha 
in  this  state  the  Populists  are  hone 
and  the  Mugwumps  are  crooks.  T 
voter  needs  to  know  the  facts  whe 
he  is,  and  make  his  judgments  a 
cording  to  these  facts.  - -Standa 
Lesson  Commentary. 

C.  A  woman  once  said  to  h 
pastor,  "Don't  visit  those  mill  pe 
pie;  they  are  not  of  us  and  we  doi 
want  them  in  the  church."  But  si 
did  not  know  her  pastor;  these  we; 
the  first  ones  he  went  to  see  in  I 
new  pastorate.  Is  it  any  wonci 
that  this  dear  soul,  so  prejudic 
and  bigoted,  seldom  if  ever  enjoy 
her  salvation?- -C.  F.  Bowen. 

D.  Anger,  like  the  force  of 
geyser,  is  often  concealed  until  tl 
boiling  point  is  reached.  Abol 
thirty  miles  northwest  of  Hekl 
Iceland,  there  is  a  small,  calm  pel 
of  green  water.  However,  a  naturj 
shaft  extends  down  seventy  feet  frc 
the  center  of  the  pool.  At  interva 
the  water  in  the  shaft  reaches  t 
boiling  point  and  erupts. 

Old  Faithful  at  Yellowstone  N 
tional  Park  shoots  a  column  of  wat 
over  one  hundred  feet  high  ev© 
hour  for  nearly  five  minutes. 

Repressed  anger  will  fester  unde 
ground  until  the  pressure  is  rigl 
then  it  will  gush  forth  like  a  geysei 
scalding  the  nearest  victim. 

Anger  is  like  acid- -it  can  domoj 
damage  to  the  vessel  in  which  it 
stored  than  the  object  on  which 
is  poured. 

The  only  correct  way  to  deal  wi 
anger  is  to  forgive.  Would  tfc 
Jonah  had  learned  that  lesson  befo 
his  experience  in  Nineveh! - -Da\ 
McCarthy. 


"NOT  A  SINGLE  SMILE" 

A  lady  told  me  that  as  she  pass 
by  a  church  in  a  London  subi 
one  Sunday,  a  workingman  said  to! 
companion,  "Look  at  'em,  Bill!  I 
seen  a  hundred  or  two  people  go 
there  and  not  a  single  smile  amc 
em! "-From  "The  Unknown  God' 
One  Who  Loves  Him. 
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S  TORIES 

or  our  youth 


BIBLE  IN  HIS  HAND 

Fern  Wallace 

TEVE  strolled  lazily  down  the 
street   in  the   noon  sunshine, 
ier  his  arm  he  carried  the  Bible 
grandmother  had  given  him  for 
birthday. 

'Hi,  Steve!  Where  have  you  been?" 

looked  up  to  see  the  boy 
)  lived  across  the  street  from 
1  approaching. 

'Oh,  hello,  Wayne.     I'm  on  my 
/  home  from  church.     I  had  to 
by  myself  today.     Dad  and  the 
>y  are  sick,  so  Mom  had  to  stay 
ne  to  take  care  of  them." 
'Yeah- -it   is  Sunday,  isn't  it?" 
yne's  family  never  went  to  Sun- 
school  or  church.  Sometimes 
y  let  him  attend  with  his  friend 
ve,  if  he  wanted  to.    Now  Wayne 
ifegested,  "I'm  on  my  way  to  the 
jpcery   store   to   get  some  gum. 
line  along  with  me.     I  won't  be 
Ig" 

I'O.K.,"  returned  Steve,  turning 
Vwalk  beside  the  other  boy.  Soon 
ly  reached  the  supermarket.  Be- 
lie entering,  the  boys  paused 
1  look  in  the  display  window  of 
S  small  variety  store  attached  to 
1  market. 

J] 'Oh,  look  at  the  neat  baseball!" 
Myne  exclaimed.  "And  a  glove, 
l|.     They're  marked  way  down." 

'It  must  be  because  the  baseball 
tkson  is  almost  over,"  observed 

ftve- 

II 'I'd  really  like  to  have  that  ball, 
jfost  mine  last  week,"  said  Wayne. 
' Tou  have  a  ball,  don't  you?" 

'Yes,  I  have  a  ball- -but  no  glove." 

'Hey,  why  don't  you  get  that  glove? 
A:d  I'll  get  the  ball.  I  got  my  al- 
liance yesterday,  so  I  can  manage 
I  How  about  you? ' '  Wayne  sounded 
kiited. 

I  'Yes,  I  have  enough  money,"  an- 
sered  Steve  slowly.  "I'd  like  to 
we  it,  too.  It  looks  like  a  good 
op  for  the  price." 

;  i  "Well,  what  are  we  waiting  for? 
Cme  on,"  urged  Wayne.   "The  sign 


says  'One  only.'  Let's  hurry  before 
somebody  else  gets  there  ahead  of 
us. " 

Steve  gazed  longingly  at  the  base- 
ball glove  in  the  window.  What  fun 
he  and  Wayne  could  have  playing 
catch!  It  would  be  nice  to  have  his 
own  glove  when  the  boys  stayed 
after  school  to  play  ball,  instead  of 
having  to  borrow  one.  He  knew  his 
parents  wouldn't  mind  if  he  bought 
it.  He  was  allowed  to  spend  his 
allowance  any  way  he  pleased,  with- 
in reason.  There  was  just  one 
drawback- -today  was  Sunday. 

"Come  on."  Wayne  caught  Steve 
by  the  arm.  "Why  are  you  just 
standing  there?" 

"I  guess  not,"  said  Steve  at  last. 
"I  do  want  the  glove,  but  this  is 
Sunday." 

"What  difference  does  that  make?" 

"Well,  you  see,"  Steve  tried  to 
explain,  "Sunday  is  the  Lord's  Day. 
It's  the  day  Jesus  rose  from  the 
dead  after  He  died  for  our  sins. 
It's  a  day  for  worship  and  rest,  and 
for  doing  things  for  God  and  for 
other  people." 

"What  does  that  have  to  do  with 
getting  the  glove?"  demanded  Wayne, 
impatiently. 

"It's  the  Lord's  Day,"  repeated 
Steve.  "Christians  shouldn't  be  buy- 
ing or  selling  on  Sunday.  Let's 
wait  till  tomorrow." 

"But  at  that  price  the  ball  and 
glove  will  both  be  gone  by  to- 
morrow!" 

Steve  knew  that  this  was  prob- 
ably true.  He  studied  the  glove 
again.  It  was  exactly  what  he 
wanted.  Maybe  it  wouldn't  really 
matter  much  if  he  bought  it  today. 

"Say,  there's  Mr.  Jones  in  at  the 
counter.  He  goes  to  church,  and  it 
looks  as  if  he's  buying  groceries," 
Wayne  pointed  out. 

Steve  hesitated.  It  must  be  all 
right- -some  church  people  did  it. 
He  would  never  find  another  bar- 
gain like  this.  He  stood  there  un- 
decided with  these  thoughts  racing 
through  his  mind. 

Just  then  he  happened  to  glance 


down  at  the  Bible  in  his  hand.  How 
would  it  look  to  the  store  clerk  if  he 
walked  in  to  make  a  purchase,  carry- 
ing a  Bible?  His  father  said  that  store 
owners  claimed  that  they  wouldn't 
need  to  stay  open  on  Sunday  if  church 
people  stopped  buying  on  that  day. 
Yet  surely  it  wouldn't  hurt  just  this 
once.  Then  he  drew  a  deep  breath 
as  he  glanced  once  more  in  the  win- 
dow. From  there  his  eyes  dropped 
to  his  Bible  again. 

"No,  I  can't,"  he  told  Wayne.  "It 
wouldn't  be  right." 

Wayne  eyed  his  friend  curiously 
for  a  few  moments.  He  understood 
how  very  much  Steve  wanted  that 
glove. 

"Well,"  he  said  reluctantly,  "I 
guess  I  won't  buy  anything  today, 
either."  As  they  turned  their  steps 
toward  home,  Wayne  added,  "You 
really  do  love  God,  don't  you?  He 
must  be  kind  of  special.  I  think  I'd 
like  to  go  to  church  with  you." 
-  -  Guide  for  Juniors. 

LISTEN 

Bertha  R.  Hudelson 
Christ  is  knocking  on  your  heart! 

Open  its  door  wide; 
Do  not  let  His  endless  love 

Loiter  long  outside. 

Christ    is   knocking  in  your  mind! 

Let  Him  enter  there, 
That  you  can  rid  yourself  of  fear 

And  every  fretful  care. 

Christ  is  knocking  hopefully! 

Listen!  You  will  hear 
His  guidance  offered  constantly 

Each   day   throughout   the  year. 


MY  LIFE 
by  Mrs.  Luther  Tugwell 

I'd  like  for  my  life  to  be  an  opened 
book, 

Each  page  representing  a  day; 
So  on  me  when  others  look 

They  would  know  I  had  walked  the 
right  way. 

I  want  my  life  to  be  symbol 

For  others  to  observe  and  see 
That  living  close  to  God  the  Father 

Is   the   best   way   to   be  happy. 

I  want  others  to  know  that  I  am  happy 
And   it   doesn't   take   money  or 
fame; 

Just  put  your  trust  in  God 

And   call   on   His  precios  holy 
name. 

When  this  book  has  been  finished, 
Each  page  read  one  by  one; 

Just  look  at  me  and  smile, 

For  I  am  happy  with  God's  holy 
Son. 
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HERE  are  many  people  all 
over  the  world  today  who  are  crying 
their  hearts  out.  They  are  not  crying 
because  they  are  financially  broke, 
because  of  personal  pain  or  sickness, 
but  because  of  other  people.  They 
are  not  crying  because  of  anything 
these  people  have  done  to  them,  but 
what  they  are  doing  to  themselves. 
The  difference  in  the  people  crying 
and  the  people  being  cried  for  is,  in 
a  word,  Jesus. 

These  so-called  "Jesus  freaks" 
Christians  or  "religious  fanatics" 
cry  from  the  depth  of  their  souls 
with  a  heart  that  seems  to  bleed  and 
break  a  little  more  each  day.  The 
reason  they  cry  is  because  they  see 
only  too  well  what  is  happening  to  the 
people  they  know  and  love  and  can  do 
nothing  to  help  them.  They  cry  out 
of  frustration  because  no  matter  how 
hard  they  try  they  cannot  reach  them 
on  a  real  eye -to -eye,  mind -to -mind, 
heart-to-heart  level.  A  person  living 
without  Jesus  cannot  see  the 
desperate  circumstances  making  up 
his  or  her  life.  One  just  can't  really 
understand  why  these  "Jesus 
Freaks,"  as  the  world  knows  them, 
are  so  up -tight  and  concerned  about 
other  people's  lives.  The  only  thing 
that  can  be  said  concerning  their 
understanding  is  that  the  things  the 
Lord  does  for  His  people  are  un- 
explainable  and  defy  the  definition 
for  the  hearts  and  minds  of  mere 
mortal  man. 

If  I  were  to  sit  down  with  a  group 
of  people  and  they  would  begin  telling 
of  the  beautiful  places  they  have  been 
and  the  beautiful  things  they  have 
seen,  I  would  be  unable  to  identify 
myself  with  these  people  and  what 
they  were  saying  unless  I  had  had 
firsthand  experience  with  the  things 
they  were  talking  about.  For 
example,  an  astronaut  might  tell  of 
the   beauty  of   the  stars  in  outer 


space,  but  I  would  be  unable  to  iden- 
tify myself  with  what  he  was  saying 
because  I  know  nothing  about  outer 
space  other  than  what  I  have  read 
or  been  told.  I  could  say,  "Yeah,  I 
bet  it  is  really  beautiful  out  there," 
but  actually  I  wouldn't  have  any  real 
idea  of  how  beautiful  it  may  be.  My 
limited  knowledge  would  permit  me 
to  understand  just  so  much  of  what 
he  was  saying.  That  is  the  way  it 
is  with  people  who  are  not  Chris- 
tians and  who  do  not  know  the  Lord 
personally;  the  difference  is,  they 
understand  even  less. 

So,  what  are  the  weeping  Chris- 
tians to  do?  Do  they  just  stop  tell- 
ing the  lost  of  the  glory  of  Jesus 
Christ  and  keep  on  crying?  No, 
they  pray!  They  pray,  asking  for 
new  strength  because  their  own 
strength  is  constantly  being  sapped 
from  them  by  their  sorrowing,  bleed- 
ing hearts.  They  pray  for  strength 
so  they  might  continue  on  in  the 
Lord's  work.  They  pray,  asking  the 
Lord  to  bring  a  revival  in  the  hearts 
of  the  lost- -and  they  pray  rejoicing! 

I  am  weak  as  a  man,  but  the  weak 
are  made  strong  through  Jesus 
Christ.  "But  thanks  be  to  God, 
which  giveth  us  the  victory  through 
our  Lord  Jesus  Christ.  Therefore, 
my  beloved  brethren,  be  ye  stedfast, 
unmovable,  always  abounding  in  the 
work  of  the  Lord,  forasmuch  as  ye 
know  that  your  labour  is  not  in  vain 
in  the  Lord"  (1  Corinthians  15:57, 
58). 

As  for  myself  and  the  way  I  am 
seen,  I  say  this:  "In  the  eyes  of 
the  world,  I  am  seen  as  a  fool;  in 
the  eyes  of  a  brother  or  sister  in 
Christ,  I  am  seen  as  a  brother;  and 
in  the  eyes  of  God,  I  am  seen  as  a 
son."  I  ask  the  Lord  always  to  keep 
afresh  the  thought  in  my  mind  that 
I  live,  not  for  myself,  but  for  my 
Lord  Jesus  Christ! 


WE  NEED  GOD 


by  Mrs.  Hersel  Bowen 
Winterville,  North  Carolina 


AND  EACH  OTHER 


OW  that  I  have  to  sit  and  more 
or  less  watch  the  world  go  by, 
I   see  as  I've  never  seen  before. 

I'm  afraid  I  will  have  to  admit  that 
I  am  not  as  perfect  or  sometimes  as 
sweet  as  I  would  like  to  be.  Would 
you  dare  admit  to  the  above? 

When  we  begin  to  think  that  we 


know  best  in  everything,  sing  better 
than  others  do,  or  run  things  better 
than  others,  please  pray  about  this! 
Believe  me,  to  be  alone  in  our  own 
goodness  would  be  very  sickening! 
I'm  alone  very  much  and  I  know  what 
it  means  when  someone  comes  in. 
Togetherness  is  wonderful! 
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Have  you  ever  seen  a  one-man 
a  one -woman  choir?  It  takes  all  i 
voices  blended  together  for  a  ch 
to  render  beautiful  music.  Wl 
church  members  work  together,  tl 
is  a  church.  Surely  disagreemei 
will  come,  but  if  we  love  each  otl 
compromise  is  very  easy.  Lo: 
help  us  to  be  busy  in  God's  wo: 
not  busybodies,  hindering  the  wo: 
Never  let  it  be  said  of  us,  "I  q 
doing  what  I  knew  should  be  dc 
because  someone  else  seems 
know  it  all,  and  my  feelings  wt 
hurt."  Ask  yourself  the  questii 
"Am  I  doing  this  for  God,  or  tl 
know-it-all  group?"  Don't  let  < 
hurt  keep  us  from  giving  our  1 
to  the  Lord. 

With  world  conditions  as  they  e 
today,   I   am   sure  Christians  [ 
needed  more  than  ever  before.  W 
our  feelings  and  pride  hurt  we  shoi 
be  able  to  do  a  better  job  than  befc1 
for  now  we  know  what  God  meant  wl 
He  said,  "...  Love  your  enemies, 
do  good  to  them  that  hate  you  . 
(Matthew  5:44).  May  we  do  andbu! 
greater  things  for  God,  leaving  6 
troubles,  hurts,  and  heartaches 
Him  to  solve,  knowing  He  can  and  w; 
heal  all  things. 

We  should  thank  God  everyday  f 
the  Christians  of  our  nation  and  I 
over  the  world  ,  and  should  pray  1 
those  who  are  not  Christians.  M 
we  all  take  time  to  be  holy,  taketii 
to  love,  and  take  time  to  really  In 
After  all,  why  all  the  rush!  Wl 
are  we  rushing  to,  or  rushing  froi 
In  this  mad  rush,  Is  life  a  pleasu 
or  is  it  a  burden  to  carry?  One  c 
may  our  children  be  able  to  sj 
"Our  Christian  parents  led  ustoG 
and  the  church  for  only  one  reasc 
that  of  worshiping  God."  May 
Christians  get  busy  today  doing  Goc 
business! 

We  pray  that  our  church  membe 
and  all  those  who  make  up  the  chur 
look  hard  and  long  at  themselves  I 
ask  themselves  the  question,  "A 
we  leaving  to  those  who  come  after! 
a  true  church- -a  place  to  worship 
Also  ask  yourself  the  question,  ' 
every  church  member  were  like  rr 
what  kind  of  place  of  worship  wot 
we  have?" 

Dear  God ,  guide  us  all  into  pe 
feet  peace  and  may  we  be  willing 
follow  thee.  Friends,  let's  work  t 
gether  in  all  we  do  that  is  right  for 
need  each  other!  But  most  of  all, 
need  Jesus  Christ  our  Saviour! 


SELF-RIGHTEOUS 
The  hardest  people  to  reach  w 
the  love  of  God  are  not  the  bad  peop 
They  know  they  are  bad.  They  have 
defense.  The  hardest  ones  to  win 
God  are  the  self-righteous  people 
Charles  L.  Allen. 

THE  FREE  WILL  BAPTI> 


TORY  OF  HOLY  SPRINGS  CHURCH 

(Continued  from  Page  3) 

a  plaque  erected  in  honor  of  his  hard  work  and  faith  - 

loving  service  to  Holly  Springs. 

he  church  was  without  a  regular  pastor  from  Novem- 

20,  1970,  until  June  1,  1971.  Brother  Austin  Carter 
ed  in  temporarily  during  this  time. 

)n  June  6,  1971,  the  Rev.  J.  B.  Starnes  came  to 
ly  Springs  as  pastor.  In  October  of  1971,  the  Wednes- 
day night  prayer  meeting  group  began  contributing 
home  missions  of  the  Eastern  Conference,  then  later 
General  Conference.  When  the  Church  Extension 
Home  Mission  Board  of  the  State  Convention  came 
existence,  Holly  Springs  was  the  first  church  to 
tribute  to  this  board.  Holy  Springs  was  the  setting 
July  31,  1974,  for  the  first  mission  rally  of  the  home 
sion  board.  The  Rev.  Noah  Brown,  chairman  of  the 
ird,  and  Al  Markuson,  first  minister  and  worker 
he  board,  were  present  with  slides  and  information. 

n  September  of  1972,  the  church  bought  its  first  bus. 
*ing  this  same  year  there  was  an  extension  to  the 
sonage  of  two  rooms. 

Jnder  the  guidance  of  Brother  Starnes,  the  youth 
ivities  have  been  greatly  stimulated.  A  very  active 

successful  "youth  church"  was  begun  for  children  of 
years  of  age  through  the  fourth  grade,  in  June  of 

I.    In  the  same  year  Holly  Spring's  youths  were  the 


State  and  General  Conference  Champions  of  the  Bible 
Bowl  Quiz.  There  is  an  excellent  youth  choir,  with 
several  very  talented  groups  and  soloists.  The  youths 
have  an  active  visitation  program.  Each  year  the  church 
presents  Bibles  to  its  high  school  seniors. 

Among  the  auxiliaries  of  the  church,  there  is  a 
Sunday  school,  brotherhood,  woman's  auxiliary,  YFA 
Junior  YFA,  AFC,  and  Cherubs.  There  is  an  annual 
Halloween  and  Christmas  party  which  is  enjoyed  by 
the  young  and  old  alike. 

Under  the  direction  of  Brother  J.  B.  Starnes,  the 
church  has  been  air-conditioned,  the  fellowship  hall 
bricked,  and  the  parsonage  carpeted.  There  have  been 
seventy- nine  members  added  since  he  has  been  here. 
From  the  church  membership  there  have  come  five 
ministers.  At  present  eight  of  its  members  are  serving 
as  officers  in  the  various  county  and  state  Free  Will 
Baptist  enterprises. 

The  church  paid  off  its  entire  indebtedness  in  July  of 
1974.  At  this  time  an  addition  is  being  added  to  the 
Graham  Baker  Hall,  consisting  of  a  church  office- 
library  and  a  pastor's  study. 

On  October  27,  the  church  observed  its  annual  home- 
coming service.  Brother  J.  C.  Yates  brought  the 
morning  message.  There  was  special  singing  by  the 
Joy  Quartet  from  Norfolk,  Virginia.  After  dinner,  there 
was  a  note -burning  and  dedication  ceremony,  followed 
by  more  special  singing. 


Unmitigated  Truth 

(Continued  from  Page  11) 
n  cometh  unto  the  Father,  but  by 

iinner s  are  people  who  go  fishing 
hunting  or  harvest  their  crops  on 
tday.  Sinners  are  also  those  who 
re  bad  habits;  such  as,  cursing, 
ing  God '  s  name  in  vain ,  using  dope , 
I  drinking  strong  drink.  Those  who 
e  advantage  of  their  neighbors  in 
iness,  sex,  or  abuse  their  bodies 
:  classed  as  sinners.  All  these, 
hout  the  forgiveness  of  Christ,  will 
fer  go  to  heaven  but  will  go  directly 
aell  and  later  end  up  in  the  lake  of 
e  where  there  will  be  weeping  and 
ishing  of  teeth. 

ALONE 

by  Elsie  Dunn 

To  be  alone  means  being  apart  from 
ers,  all  by  oneself,  solitary.  This 
word  which  touches  the  life  of  every 
•son  in  some  way. 
\s  a  single  adult  the  word  alone 
one  which  has  played  a  big  part 
my  life.    During  the  past  year  I 
/e  felt  more  alone  than  ever  be- 
e  in  my  life, 
y  mother  had  lived  with  me  since 
t  father's  death.  Then  last  August 
&t  doctors  told  me  she  had  cancer 
ipjKhe  liver  and  she  had  only  a  short 
'wie  to  live.    This  was  very  pain- 
I.     On  September  26,  1973,  God 
lik  her  home. 


The  months  that  followed  were 
some  of  the  most  difficult  ones  in 
my  life.  It  was  very  painful  to  come 
home  to  an  empty  house.  There  were 
so  many  things  that  reminded  me  of 
my  great  loss. 

During  those  difficult  days  I  have 
found  strength  through  my  personal 
relationship  with  Jesus  Christ.  Also 
the  Holy  Spirit  used  the  writings  of 
Dr.  Norman  V.  Peale  to  help  me  deal 
with  my  grief  and  aloneness. 

In  December  I  found  out  about 
an  ordganization  for  Christian  sin- 
gles. I  felt  that  this  organization 
could  help  me  deal  with  my  alone- 
ness and  help  others  also.  I  began 
making  an  effort  to  organize  a  chapter 
of  the  organization  for  Christian 
singles. 

It  would  have  meant  a  great  deal  to 
me  during  those  first  months  after  my 
mother's  death  to  have  had  Christian 
friends  to  visit  and  to  pray  with  me. 
In  the  future  I  would  like  to  be  able 
to  give  to  some  other  single  adult 
the  things  which  could  have  made  my 
grief  easier  to  bear.  I  believe  that 
the  organization  called  BASIC  will 
provide  an  opportunity  to  do  this. 

On  Friday,  August  2,  1974,  I  flew 
to  Chicago  to  visit  the  people  respon- 
sible for  organizing  BASIC  Inter- 
national. I  gained  a  lot  of  informa- 
tion and  had  a  wonderful  time  of 
Christian  fellowship. 

I  talked  to  both  men  and  women 
about  BASIC.     Everyone  was  con- 


vinced that  God  had  used  this  organi- 
zation to  enrich  and  even  change  his 
or  her  lives.  Each  one  offered  en- 
couragement in  my  efforts  to  or- 
ganize a  chapter  of  BASIC  in  Pitt 
County,  North  Carolina. 

I  would  like  to  appeal  to  the  read- 
ers of  The  Free  Will  Baptist  to 
remember  me  and  my  efforts  in 
prayer.  Maybe  some  of  you  could 
assist  me  in  my  efforts. 

BASIC  can  provide  many  oppor- 
tunities for  Christian  singles,  new 
friends,  Christian  fellowship,  fun, 
and  an  opportunity  to  be  of  service 
to  others. 

On  September  8  and  15  the  Pitt 
County  Chapter  of  BASIC  met  at 
First  Federal  Savings  and  Loan, 
Greenville  Bloulevard,  Greenville, 
between  3:30  p.m.  and  5:30  p.m. 
Singles,  which  included  the  unmar- 
red,  divorced,  and  widowed  were  in- 
vited. We  had  a  time  to  get  acquaint- 
ed with  BASIC  and  each  other.  Re- 
freshments were  served.  For  ad- 
ditional information  call  or  write  to 
Elsie  Dunn,  Route  1,  Box  161,  Foun- 
tain, North  Carolina  27829  or  tele- 
phone 752-3092. 


DO  YOU  AGREE? 
"There   is   so   much   good   in  the 

worst  of  us, 
And  so  much  bad  in  the  best  of  us, 
That  it  hardly  becomes  any  of  us 
To   talk   about  the  rest  of  us."-- 
Selected. 
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LTPPARY 

du^f:  university 

DURHAM,  N .  C. 

Thanksgiving  Service 

at  the 

F.  W.  B.  Children's  Home 

Middlesex,  North  Carolina 

on 

SATURDAY,  NOVEMBER  23,  1974 
Worship  Service  at  10:30  A.  M. 

with 

THE  REV.  J.  B.  STARNES,  SPEAKER 


LUNCH- -12  NOON 
(Bring  a  Picnic  Basket- -Drinks  Will  Be 
Provided  by  the  Home) 

1:30  P.M. --Dedication  Service  for  State  Cottage 
2:30  P.M. --Gospel  Singing  in  Memorial  Chapel 

AFTERNOON  TOUR  OF  CAMPUS 

"BRING  YOUR  GIFTS  AND  THANKSGIVING 
OFFERINGS  FOR  THE  HOME" 
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27703 


THE  FREE  WILL  BAP1 


Free  Will  Baptist 

AYDEN,  NORTH  CAROLINA,  WEDNESDAY,  NOVEMBER  20,  1974 


And  when  they  got  there,  they  all  laid 
down  their  individual  burdens .. . 


Cover  design  by  Rosa  Wooten 


LAY  YOUR  BURDEN  DOWN? 

Life  with  all  its  perplexities  and  complexities  is  really  not  so  unlivable 
as  some  would  have  us  believe;  for  however  bad  life  seems  to  be,  one  can 
make  it  good  (or  at  least,  better)  if  he  tries.  Certainly  there  are  problems 
which  each  of  us  must  face  daily- -problems  which  are  seemingly  in- 
surmountable and  beyond  our  ability  to  cope.  Still,  however  bad  our  par- 
ticular situation,  it  could  always  be  worse.  And  though  we  may  hate  to 
admit  it,  there  is  always  someone  worse  off  than  we. 

We  complain  about  our  headaches- -those  throbbing  ones  that  send  stab- 
bing pains  here  and  there  with  every  heartbeat.  They  may  be  bad,  but 
there  are  other  persons  who  have  migraines  of  such  severity  that  their 
vision  blurs,  their  faces  swell,  and  their  equilibrium  is  off  entirely,  forcing 
them  to  bed.  In  these  cases,  two  headache  pills  are  not  sufficient  to  relieve 
the  misery.  For  some  people  who  are  plagued  with  these  unpredictable 
attacks,  hospitalization  is  required.  So,  in  actuality,  our  little  headaches 
which  we  complain  so  much  about  are  really  of  little  consequence,  by  com- 
parison. 

There  are  the  blind,  the  deaf,  the  dumb,  the  lame,  the  troubled  of  mind 
and  spirit --some  of  which  suffer  irreversible  illnesses  or  afflictions  or 
disorders.  When  we  view  them  and  consider  their  lot,  we  should  feel 
fortunate  indeed.  Even  if  we  happen  to  be  of  the  number  who  suffer  the 
above-mentioned  "sorrows,"  things  might  very  well  be  worse.  We  only 
have  to  look  across  the  street,  down  the  road,  or  perhaps  next  door  to  find 
someone  worse  afflicted. 

Physical  deformities  break  our  hearts.  Underdeveloped  minds  which 
have  reached  a  certain  stage  and  can  develop  no  further  are  common.  The 
public  is  aware  more  than  ever  of  the  trauma  suffered  by  the  victim  and 
his  family,  the  sometimes  shame  and  disgrace  associated  with  mental  re- 
tardation or  illness  because  of  unfeeling  man's  attitude.  Now  and  then  we 
are  the  sufferers,  as  we  watch  those  close  to  us  debilitated  to  the  point  of 
having  to  rely  on  crutches,  medication,  therapy  of  some  kind,  or  perhaps 
permanent  confinement  to  an  institution  where  rehabilitation  is  hoped  for 
but  unexpected.  If  such  be  our  "load"  to  carry,  it  is  sad  indeed;  yet,  again, 
we  must  remind  ourselves  that  there  are  those  who  endure  greater  suffer- 
ings- -and  with  less  to-do. 

In  writing  this  editorial,  your  editor  was  not  quite  sure  just  where  to  go 
to  arrive  at  his  desired  conclusion,  which,  hopefully,  would  teach  both  him 
and  his  readers  a  lesson.  One  of  his  esteemed  aunts,  a  schoolteacher  of 
several  years  and  who  has  proven  her  wisdom  on  more  than  one  occasion, 
was  most  helpful.  Upon  being  told  about  this  editorial,  she  was  prompted 
to  remember  and  to  relate  (as  only  she  can)  an  old  story  she  had  heard  in 
her  youth- -a  story  probably  told  to  her  by  her  revered  mother- -this  editor's 
grandmother,  whose  wise  counsel  manifested  itself  unceasingly  for  the 
twenty -five  years  this  grandson  was  privileged  to  know  and  love  her.  Lest 
we  become  too  nostalgic,  we  shall  get  back  to  the  story.  Though  we  cannot 
tell  it  so  effectively  as  the  aunt,  we  will  nonetheless  attempt  to  make  it 
meaningful. 

It  seems  that  there  was  a  place  somewhere  (and  the  exact  location  is 
lost  in  antiquity)  called  "Relief  City"  to  which  people  who  had  burdens 
could  travel  and  find  relief.  It  didn't  matter  what  and  how  big  a  problem 
one  had  or  the  enormity  of  the  burden  he  carried,  he  could  find  some  so- 
lution at  the  city.  As  the  case  was,  there  was  one  specific  day  and  a  spec- 
ified time  when  the  burdens  were  to  be  delivered  and  unloaded  at  "Un- 
burdening Square,"  the  central  part  of  the  city.  When  the  announcement 
was  made  concerning  the  day  and  time  of  unloading,  scores  of  people  came 
from  miles  around.  When  they  reached  the  city  and  assembled  at  the  square, 
a  mystical  gentleman  told  them  in  a  resonant  voice  to  lay  their  burdens 
down.  Each  did  as  he  was  told,  happy  to  be  able  to  lay  aside  the  load  he 
carried  and  confident  that  he  would  be  rid  of  it  forever. 

With  smiling  faces  they  looked  up  at  the  mystical  gentleman,  expecting 
to  be  told  that  now  all  was  well  and  they  could  return  to  their  homes,  free 
of  worry  and  fear  and  without  the  burden  they  each  had  brought.  As  they 
were  about  to  depart,  the  aged  mystic  made  a  startling  pronouncement: 
"Now  that  you  have  laid  your  burden  down,  you  must  look  about  yourselves 
and  take  back  home  with  you  a  burden  which  you  consider  less,  a  burden 
which  you  shall  choose  from  those  here  brought  and  laid  before  me."  At 
this  command,  each  of  the  people  began  looking  about  to  find  the  lesser 

(Continued  on  Page  14) 
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THE  FREE  WILL  BAPl 


[*o  Appear 


in  Concert  at 


I 

I  ISS  Karen  Grace  Register  of 
1  Kinston,  an  accomplished  so- 
|st,  pianist,  and  organist,  will  ap- 
ir  in  an  organ  concert  at  the 
ledy  Branch  Free  Will  Baptist 
urch  near  Winterville,  Sunday 
;ht,  November  24,  at  7:30. 

The  daughter  of  Fred  and  Nina 
lace  Register  also  of  Kinston, 
ren  is  a  1974  graduate  of  East 
rolina  University,  Greenville,  and 
Ids  a  bachelor  of  music  degree 
th  a  major  in  church  music.  At 
tU,  she  studied  voice  for  three 
jjars  and  received  three  years  of 
gan  instruction  under  Dr.E.  Rob- 
;  Irwin. 


[Prior  to  her  entering  college, 
Iss  Register  graduated  from 
^jainger  High  School,  Kinston,  in 
£ne  1969.  An  honors  graduate, 
■e  was  a  National  Merit  Scholar - 
Eip  recipient.  She  studied  piano 
r  thirteen  years,  four  of  which  were 
lier  her  mother  who  is  also  an 
icomplished  musician.  Other  piano 
#5truction  was  received  from  Mrs. 
*  V.  Moseley  of  Kinston  and  Miss 
lizabeth  Drake,  a  graduate  of  Juil- 
Ird  School  of  Music,  New  York, 
Id  who  presently  serves  on  the  ECU 
Jisic  faculty. 

lln  her  particular  field,  Miss  Regis- 
T  has  served  as  organist -choir 
Jfector  at  Calvary  Memorial  United 
Ibthodist  Church,  Snow  Hill,  and 
Jjganist- choirmaster  at  St.  Mary's 
'liscopal  Church,  Kinston.  Cur- 
dlwitly ,  she  is  teaching  private  les- 
|ps,  full-time,  to  a  class  of  thirty 
iWio  and  voice  students.  A  mem- 
|r  of  the  First  Free  Will  Baptist 
Curch  of  Kinston,  she  sings  so- 
'feno  in  the  choir.  In  her  spare 
me,  besides  music  she  finds  sew- 
H,  reading,  animals,  and  creative 
T.iting  of  particular  interest. 
tSveral  articles  by  her  have  ap- 
Jared  in  the  "Baptist."  A  serious 
TUsician,  she  is  also  a  humorist. 


Reedy  Branch 


In  her  concert  at  Reedy  Branch, 
Miss  Register  will  perform  selec- 
tions from  the  great  masters,  in- 
cluding the  music  of  Louis  and  Fran- 
cois Couperin,  the  church  musicians 
of  Louis  XIV  of  France;  the  German 
composers  Johann  Sebastian  Bach 
and  Dietrich  Buxtehude.  She  will 
also  render  selections  by  William 
Billings,  America's  first  full-time 
musician  and  favorite  of  George 
Washington;  Daniel  Read;  and,  Lowell 
Mason. 


The  concert  will  be  varied,  featur- 
ing music  of  different  eras,  and  will 
prove  of  interest  to  all  persons  who 


enjoy  music,  especially  as  that  music 
will  be  performed  in  proficient 
fashion  in  the  Register  tradition.  The 
American  composer,  Mason,  pro- 
vided the  texts  to  such  well-known 
hymns  as  "When  I  Survey  the  Won- 
drous Cross,"  "My  Faith  Looks 
Up  to  Thee,"  "Blest  Be  the  Tie," 
and  "O  for  a  Thousand  Tongues." 
Miss  Register  will  perform  Mason's 


challenging  composition,  "Joyous 
Voluntary." 

According  to  Karen  Register, 
"Music  'says  it'  for  me.  It  is  a 
vital  part  of  worship,  and  often 
the  most  significant  part  of  the  ser- 
vice." In  speaking  about  the  Early 
American  compositions  with  which 
she  will  close  her  program,  she 
states:  "It  is  interesting  to  note 
that  all  of  these  have  a  victorious, 
triumphant  sound,  though  they  were 
written  in  the  most  uncertain  period 
in  America's  history.  However,  the 
church  is  one  stable,  secure  refuge 
in  times  of  adversity.  True  Chris- 
tians who  have  their  roots  deep  in 
Christ  and  His  work  are  able  to  be 
triumphant  in  despair,  serene  in 
turmoil." 


Tommy  Manning,  editor  at  the 
Press  and  organist  at  Reedy  Branch, 
will  assist  Miss  Register  in  the  con- 
cert by  delivering  interesting  back- 
ground material  on  her  selections. 
He  will  also  perform  a  reading  en- 
titled "Desiderata,"  a  beautiful  ex- 
hortation dated  1692,  but  which  is 
so  relevant  to  today's  world  that  it 
might  very  well  have  been  written 
by  a  present-day  philosopher. 

The  concert  is  expected  to  be  an 
inspirational,  culturally  enlighten- 
ing, and  entertaining  experience;  and 
the  public  is  cordially  invited  to 
attend. 


•A*  *Jt?  'A*  'A*  'A*  'A*  'A*  *A'  'A*  '1?  '1?  'A* 


"Praise  him  with  the  timbrel  and 
dance:  praise  him  with  stringed  in- 
struments and  organs"  (Psalm  150: 
4). 


w  w  w  4?  'A'  'A*  'A*  *A*  'A*  'A*  *A*  *A* 


HE  FREE  WILL  BAPTIST 


SUNDAY,  NOVEMBER  24 

Scripture   Reading- -Psalm  50:14 
Thank  You  God 
For  purple  mountains  towering  high; 
For  brilliant  stars  that  stud  night's 

sky; 

For  rosy  dawn's  whispers  of  light; 
For  gorgeous  sunsets  calling  night; 
For  crimson  roses,  beauty,  rare; 
For  song  birds'  music  in  the  air; 
For  friends  and  neighbors  far  and 
near; 

For  Christian  homes  and  loved  ones 
dear; 

For    bended    knees  at  childhood's 
shrine; 

For  faith,  and  hope,  and  love  divine; 
For  bursting  barns  filled  by  thy 
hands; 

For  churches  lifting  spires  grand; 
For  all  blessings  you  understand. . .  . 
Thank  You,  God. 

--Anna  Hughes  Varn. 

Prayer  Thought 
We  are  so  seldom  thankful  for  the 
many  blessings  we  receive  every 
hour  and  minute  of  everyday.  Would 
that  we  may  see  more  clearly  the 
goodness  of  life. 

MONDAY,  NOVEMBER  25 

Scripture  Reading- -Colossians  3: 

15 

One  by  One 

Perhaps  you  have  heard  of  the 
man  who  wished  to  dispose  of  his 
home.  He  went  to  see  a  friend  who 
was  in  the  real  estate  business  and, 
describing  his  house  and  grounds 
to  the  man,  asked  him  to  write 
an  advertisement  which  he  could  put 
in  the  newspapers.  His  friend  did 
as  he  was  requested  and  then  read 
what  he  had  written  to  the  home 
owner . 

"Read  that  again,"  said  the  man 
who  wanted  to  sell  his  house.  His 
friend  obliged,  to  hear  this  astonish- 
ing remark:  "The  house  is  not  for 
sale.  All  my  life  I've  wanted  a 
place  just  like  the  one  you  have  de- 
scribed. But  I  never  knew  I  had 
it  until  I  heard  what  you  have  writ- 
ten about  it." 

4 


There  is  a  grand  old  song:  "Count 
your  blessings,  name  them  one  by 
one."  If  some  of  us  would  do  that 
very  thing  we  should  be  happier 
Christians.  - -The  Pilgrim. 

Prayer  Thought 

The  grass  always  seems  greener 
on  the  other  side  of  the  fence,  but 
when  we  cross  the  fence,  it  is  the 
same  grass.  Many  of  us  are  just 
as  foolhardy  in  our  lives. 

TUESDAY,  NOVEMBER  26 

Scripture  Reading- -Colossians  3: 

15 

Like  Mule  and  Ox 

A  prominent  society  man  asked  a 
bishop  whether  it  was  according  to 
the  rules  of  etiquette  to  say  grace 
at  a  banquet  table.  The  clergyman 
replied:  "I  do  not  know  much  about 
etiquette,  but  I  remember  seeing  on 
the  wall  of  a  farmer's  home  a  pic- 
ture showing  mules  and  oxen  at  a 
crib.  These  were  devouring  the 
fodder  and  scattering  some  beneath 
their  feet,  and  over  the  picture  was 
this  inscription: 

Who  without  prayer  sits  down  to  eat, 
And  without  thanks  then  leaves  the 
table, 

Tramples  the  gift  of  God  with  feet, 
And  is  like  mule  and  ox  in  stable. 
--Sunday  School  Circle. 

Prayer  Thought 
Anyone  who  has  ever  known  real 
hunger  will  be  truly  thankful  for 
every  mouthful  he  is  fortunate  enough 
to  receive.  Doubly  blessed  is  he  who 
is  perceptive  enough  to  be  thankful 
without  suffering  hunger  pains. 

WEDNESDAY,  NOVEMBER  27 

Scripture  Reading- -Psalm  28:7 
The   Christian's   "Taste  Berry" 

It  is  said  that  in  Africa  there  is 
fruit  called  the  "taste  berry,"  be- 
cause it  changes  a  person's  taste  so 
that  everything  eaten  tastes  sweet 
and  pleasant.  Sour  fruit,  even  if 
eaten  several  hours  after  the  "taste 
berry,"  becomes  sweet  and  delicious 
Gratitude  is  the  "taste  berry"  of 
Christianity,  and  when  our  hearts 
are  filled  with  gratitude,  nothing 
that  God  sends  us  seems  unpleasant 
to  us.  Sorrowing  heart,  sweeten 
your  grief  with  gratitude.  Burdened 
soul,  lighten  your  burden  by  singing 
God's  praises.  Disappointed  one, 
dispel  your  loneliness  by  making 
others  grateful. 

Sick  one,  grow  strong  in  soul, 
thanking  God  that  He  loves  you 
enough  to  chasten  you.  Keep  the 
"taste  berry"  of  gratitude  in  your 
hearts,  and  it  will  do  for  you  what 
the  "taste  berry"  of  Africa  does 
for  the  African. "--Expositor. 


Prayer  Thought 
If  we  contain  gratitude  in  our  heai  I 
we  are  able  to  dispel  gloom,  II 
gression,  and  contriteness;  becaii 
we  have  so  many  things  for  which  I 
be  thankful. 

THURSDAY,  NOVEMBER  28 
Scripture  Reading- -Philippiansi 

6 

He  Came  Back  to  Give  Than 
A  minister  in  England  saw  ayoij 
lad  come  into  his  church  one  weel 
day  and  kneel  at  the  altar  to  pr| 
The  boy  remained  so  long  upon  l] 
knees  that  the  clergyman  was  c! 
sirous  to  know  more  about  hi 
When  the  lad  arose  from  his  de\ 
tions  the  minister  asked,  "Do  j 
often  come  here  to  pray?"  "I  ha 
been  here  four  times  in  the  li 
five  days,"  he  replied.  "Have  > 
some  loved  one  who  is  fighting 
Dunkirk?"  asked  the  minister.  "Y( 
sir,"  said  the  boy,  "I  have  be 
praying  for  my  daddy.  He  ca?i 
home  today,  and  so  I  came  back 
thank  God  for  sparing  his  life,"  w 
the  simple  reply.  Like  the  o 
leper  who  was  cleansed,  he  return 
to  give  thanks  to  God.--Alliai 
Weekly. 

Prayer  Thought 
How  often  do  we  take  time  to  off) 
thanks  for  prayers  answered?  Isi 
it  more  in  keeping  with  our  way 
start  asking  immediately  for  the  nej 
thing  our  hearts  desire? 

FRIDAY,  NOVEMBER  29 

Scripture  Reading- -Psalm  18:3! 
Thinking  and  Thanking 

Sir  Moses  Montetfiore,  theHebrj 
philanthropist,  had  as  the  motto 
his  family,  "Think  and  Thank.") 
the  old  Anglo-Saxon  language  tharj 
fulness  means  "thinkfulness. 
Thinking  of  all  God's  goodness  dra| 
forth   gratitude.  - -King's  Busine: 

Prayer  Thought 
We  are  so  consumed  with  "He 
and  Have"   we  tend  to  forget 
"Think  and  Thank." 

SATURDAY,  NOVEMBER  30 
Scripture   Reading- -Psalm  101 
A  Thanksgiving  Offering 

The  parents  of  a  young  man  w 
was  killed  in  the  World  War  ga 
their  church  a  check  for  twohundr 
dollars  as  a  memorial  to  their  lov 
one.  When  the  presentation  \* 
made,  another  mother  whispered 
her  husband,  "Let  us  give  the  sai 
for  our  boy."  The  father  said,  "Wl 
what  are  you  talking  about?  Our  t 
didn't  lose  his  life."  The  moth 
said,  "That's  just  the  point.  Let 

(Continued  on  Page  15) 
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QUESTIONS 

aid 
ANSWERS 

Conducted  by  J.  P.  BARROW 
Box  475,  LaGrange,  North  Carolina  28551 


Question:      What  does  the  word 
'espoused"  as  used  the  the  Bible 
#iean? 

el 

Answer:  The  original  word  from 
ilvhich  this  is  translated  carries  with 
k(t  the  thought  of  the  word  "engaged," 
ut  meant  more  or  was  more  bind- 
ng  than  that  we  give  the  word 
engaged."  It  is  translated  be- 
st'othed  in  the  revised  version  and 
a  everal  other  translations  more 
lodern  than  the  King  James  Ver- 
ion,  as  it  applies  to  the  Jews  of 
esus'  day.  To  be  espoused  meant 
lat  a  cermony  had  taken  place  one 
par  previous  to  the  wedding  date 
t  which  time  the  groom  paid  the 
ather-in-law  a  stipulated  amount 
f  money  which  indicated  that 
luthority  over  the  bride  passed  from 
|er  father  to  her  husband.  Evi- 
ently  this  had  happened  in  the  case 
Joseph  and  the  virgin  Mary's 
ather  and  she  was  living  out  the 
ear's  time  allotted  between  the 
etrothal  and  wedding  when  the  angel 
Jabriel  visited  her  and  made  the 
nnouncement:  "And  in  the  sixth 
nonth  the  angel  Gabriel  was  sent 
rom  God  unto  a  city  of  Galilee, 
amed  Nazareth,  to  a  virgin  espoused 
p  a  man  whose  name  was  Joseph, 
f  the  house  of  David;  and  the  vir- 
in's  name  was  Mary.  And  the  angel 
ame  in  unto  her,  and  said,  Hail, 
ou  that  art  highly  favoured,  the 
-ord  is  with  thee:  blessed  art  thou 
pong  women.  And  when  she  saw 
jim,  she  was  troubled  at  his  saying, 
tad  cast  in  her  mind  what  manner 
f  salutation  this  should  be.  And 
he  angel  said  unto  her,  Fear  not, 
jlary:  for  thou  hast  found  favour 
fith  God.  And,  behold,  thou  shalt 
Ipnceive  in  thy  womb,  and  bring 
iprth  a  son,  and  shalt  call  his  name 
jESUS.  He  shall  be  great  and  shall 
(e  called  the  Son  of  the  Highest; 
jnd  the  Lord  God  shall  give  unto 
jim  the  throne  of  his  father  David: 
ind  he  shall  reign  over  the  house 
B  Jacob  for  ever;  and  of  his  king- 
pin there  shall  be  no  end.  Then 
|aid  Mary  unto  the  angel,  How  shall 
|iis  be,  seeing  I  know  not  a  man? 
nd  the  angel  answered  and  said  unto 


her,  The  Holy  Ghost  shall  come  upon 
thee,  and  the  power  of  the  Highest 
shall  overshadow  thee:  therefore  also 
that  holy  thing  which  shall  be  born 
of  thee  shall  be  called  the  Son  of 
God"  (Luke  1:26-35). 

Compare:  "Now  the  birth  of  Jesus 
Christ  was  on  this  wise:  When  as 
his  mother  Mary  was  espoused  to 
Joseph,  before  they  came  together, 
she  was  found  with  child  of  the 
Holy  Ghost.  Then  Joseph  her  hus- 
band, being  a  just  man,  and  not  will- 
ing to  make  her  a  publick  example, 
was  minded  to  put  her  away  privily. 
But  while  he  thought  on  these  things, 
behold,  the  angel  of  the  Lord  ap- 
peared unto  him  in  a  dream,  saying, 
Joseph,  thou  son  of  David,  fear  not 
to  take  unto  thee  Mary  thy  wife: 
for  that  which  is  conceived  in  her 
is  of  the  Holy  Ghost.  And  she  shall 
bring  forth  a  son,  and  thou  shalt 
call  his  name  JESUS:  for  he  shall 
save  his  people  from  their  sins. 
Now  all  this  was  done,  that  it  might 
be  fulfilled  which  was  spoken  of  the 
Lord  by  the  prophet,  saying,  Behold, 
a  virgin  shall  be  with  child,  and 
shall  bring  forth  a  son,  and  they 
shall  call  his  name  Emmanuel,  which 
being  interpreted  is,  God  with  us. 
Then  Joseph  being  raised  from  sleep 
did  as  the  angel  of  the  Lord  had 
bidden  him,  and  took  unto  him  his 
wife:  And  knew  her  not  till  she  had 
brought  forth  her  firstborn  son:  and 
he  called  his  name  JESUS"  (Matthew 
1:18-25). 

Joseph  regarded  his  obligation  to 
Mary  and  the  society  they  gave 
recognition  to,  due  to  the  ceremony 
that  had  taken  place,  that  he  had  one 
of  two  courses  of  action  before  him  as 
the  case  appeared.  He  could  report 
Mary  to  the  authorities  and  have  her 
executed  by  stoning  or  he  could  in  a 
less  spectacular  way  divorce  her. 
Being  a  just  man  without  evidence 
that  she  had  committed  adultery, 
he  chose  to  take  her  to  his  own 
residence  as  his  wife  which  the 
previous  ceremony  bound  him  to.  But 
of  course  while  he  may  have  thought 
she  had  done  some  wrong,  God  dis- 
patched a  heavenly  messenger  to  him 
whose      message     dissolved  all 


Joseph's  doubts  and  sent  him  to  his 
father-in-law's  house  to  take  to  him- 
self his  espoused  wife.  (Compare 
Matthew   1:19,    20,   quoted  above.) 

Dr.  Louis  T.  Talbot  says  the 
following  in  his  book,  Bible  Ques- 
tions Explained,  on  Page  34  in  an- 
swering a  simliar  question: 

"The  Revised  Version  translates 
the  word  'betrothed.'  The  follow- 
ing footnote  quoted  from  the  'Teach- 
ers' Testament,'  published  by 
Thomas  Nelson  and  Sons,  New  York 
City,  gives  some  helpful  information: 
'The  betrothal  of  a  Jewish  maiden 
was  more  binding  and  significant 
than  a  similar  ceremony  is  with 
us.  It  implied  that  the  bride- 
groom had  paid  to  the  father  of  the 
prospective  bride  a  sum  of  money, 
by  which  payment  the  control  of  the 
father  ever  his  daughter  had  passed 
to  the  bridegroom.  Betrothal  or- 
dinarily took  place  a  year  before 
marriage.'  (Footnote  on  Luke  1: 
27.)" 

I  doubt  not  that  this  biblical  form 
of  betrothal  and  the  high  regard 
for  it,  as  practiced  by  the  Jews 
of  Jesus'  day,  would  be  more  in  keep- 
ing with  God's  will  in  our  marital 
plans  and  relation  for  Christians  than 
that  so  commonly  carried  out  by 
professed  Christians  of  our  day. 
A  nation  or  any  segment  of  society, 
including  the  church  of  our  day,  will 
not  go  long  without  being  judged  of 
God  when  it  fails  to  observe  God's 
rules  for  marriage  and  the  relation  of 
the  sex.  God's  word  says:  "Now 
concerning  the  things  whereof  ye 
wrote  unto  me:  It  is  good  for  a  man 
not  to  touch  a  woman"  (1  Corinthians 
7:1).  Jesus  himself  said,  "Blessed 
are  the  pure  in  heart:  for  they  shall 
see  God.  ...  Ye  have  heard  that 
it  was  said  by  them  of  old  time, 
Thou  shalt  not  commit  adultery:  but 
I  say  unto  you,  That  whosoever 
looketh  on  a  woman  to  lust  after  her 
hath  committed  adultery  with  her  al  - 
ready  in  his  heart.  .  .  .  But  I  say 
unto  you,  That  whosoever  shall  put 
away  his  wife,  saving  for  the  cause 
of  fornication,  causeth  her  to  commit 
adultery:  and  whosoever  shall  marry 
her  that  is  divorced  committeth 
adultery"  (Matthew  5:8,  27,  28,  32). 
(Also  read  Matthew  5: 19,  20  and  com- 
pare with  Proverbs  6:32.) 

I  believe  that  it  is  timely  and  fitting 
that  we  Christians  who  have  become 
adjusted  to  the  so-called  new  mores 
or  the  moral  behavior  that  present- 
day  promiscuity  fosters  take  another 
look  at  what  God's  Word  is  so  free 
in  discussing  and  condemning  con- 
cerning our  relation  with  the  op- 
posite sex;  and,  that  we  adjust  to  this 
bold  teaching  of  God's  Word  rather 

(Continued  on  Page  15) 
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TREASURER'S  REPORT 
NORTH  CAROLINA  FREE  WILL  BAPTIST 
WOMAN'S  AUXILIARY  CONVENTION 
(End   of  Second   Quarter- -October  31,  1974) 


$  122.65 
208.52 
7,334.90 


228.73 
7.334.90 


Balance  in  Bank  July  31,  1974 

Receipts 

General  Fund 
Promotional  (CSF) 
Denominational  Enterprises 

Total  Receipts 

Total  for  Which  to  Account 

Disbursements 

Convention  Expenses  and  Allocations 
Denominational  Enterprises 

Total  Disbursed 
Balance  in  Bank  October  31,  1974 


Summary  of  Bank  Account  Balances 

General  Fund 
Interest 
Total 

Branch  Banking  and  Trust  Co. 

(checking) 
Atlantic  Savings  and  Loan 

Total 


$  3,147.86 


7,666.07 
10,813.93 


7,563.63 


$  3,250.30 


$  2,854.35 
395.95 
$  3,250.30 

$  2,354.35 

895.95 
$  3,250.30 


Denominational  Enterprise  Report 


Missions: 

Church  Extension  (Home  Missions) 
Central  Conference  Missions 
Mexico 

State  Project  (Foreign  Missions- - 
to  Be  Equally  Divided  Among 
Mrs.  Link,  Mrs.  Jones,  Mrs. 
Timmons) 

Harold  And  Sandra  Jones 

Mount  Olive  College: 
General  Fund 
Alice  Lupton  Scholarship 
J.  C.  Griffin  Scholarship 
Chapel  Fund 
Chapel  Carpet  Fund 
Books 

Children's  Home: 
General  Fund 
Clothing 
Allowance 
Building  Fund 


Itemize 


Received 

$  738.12 
310.00 
173.72 


1,554.52 
18.67 


Disbursed 

$  738.12 
310.00 
173.72 


1,554.52 
18.67 


148.42 
24.50 
50.00 
122.74 
670.83 
15.00 


532.59 
440.00 
15.00 
33.00 


1,031.49 


1,031.49 


MISSIONS 

Thanks  to  You,  It's  Workin 

by  Taylor  Hill,  Director -Treasure 

I  am  happy  to  report  that  th< 
Home  Missions  program  is  reall; 
working,  and  is  indeed  something 
to  rejoice  over.  We  thank  our  Lori 
Jesus  Christ  and  you,  as  His  in 
strument,  for  your  faithful  prayer! 
and  support.  Little  by  little,  pro 
gress  is  being  made  in  the  field  an* 
our  churches  are  gradually  becoming 
more  involved  with  their  prayers  an<! 
support  and  our  outlook  for  the  futun 
is  very  bright. 


I  am  persuaded  that  the  Free  Wij 
Baptist  doctrine  is  as  coherent  til 
the  Scripture  as  any  in  the  world 
and  more  so  than  most.  I  came 
from  the  old  school  that  teaches  J 
man  to  stand  up  for  the  things  hi 
believes  to  be  true;  so  therefore, 
feel  that  we  should  promote  thit 
doctrine  everywhere  we  can. 

If  we  really  believe  what  we  claim| 
then  we  ought  to  declare  it  to  be  righ! 
for  everybody  in  the  world  and  doal! 
we  can  to  speed  it  all  over  the  world 
Again  let  me  say  thanks  to  our  Lonf 
and  to  you  for  having  enough  faith  ii 
this  program  to  join  in  with  youi; 
prayers  and  support. 

Please  watch  for  our  progress  re  I 
ports  as  they  come  in  from  Henderj 
son,  Hope  Mills,  West  Hillsborough 
Charlotte,  Fayetteville,  and  Leland 
Please  remember  to  sent  all  con 
tributions  to  Taylor  Hill,  Director 
Treasurer,  1207  Arsenal  Avenue 
Fayetteville,  North  Carolina  28305 


(Continued  on  Page  7) 


Wanted 

Ministers  who  are  interested  i 
Home  Missions  and  Church  Extensio: 
work.  If  interested  please  contac 
the  Rev.  Taylor  Hill,  director-trea 
surer  of  the  North  Carolina  Stat' 
Convention  of  Original  Free  WiJ 
Baptists  Home  Missions  and  Churc 
Extension  Department,  at  120 
Arsenal  Avenue,  Fayetteville,  Nort 
Carolina  28305;  telephone  485  -  3980, 
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Ihapel  Air -Conditioning 
ledspreads 


AUXILIARY 

(Continued  from  Page  6) 

515.31 
50.00 


1,585.90 


1,585.90 


uperannuation: 
General  Fund 
Adopted  Widows  and 
Pastor's  Retirement 


Ministers 


97.80 
12.00 
9.00 


118.80 


118.80 


ragmont  Assembly,  Inc.: 
General  Fund 
Dining  Hall 
Curtains 
Remodeling 

amp  Vandemere 

nna  Phillips  Loan  Fund 

ife  Membership  Fees  (Children's 
Home) 


412.77 
225.00 
25.00 
50.00 


712.77 
50.00 
6.80 
200.00 


712.77 
50.00 
6.80 
200.00 


tiristian  Service  Fund: 
Home  Missions 
Foreign  Missions 
Mount  Olive  College 
Children's  Home 
Cragmont  Assembly,  Inc. 
Superannuation 


104.26 
104.26 
208.52 
156.40 
156.40 
104.27 


834.11 


834. 11 


Totals 


$7,334.90 


$7,334.90 


Retained    20    percent    for   promotional  (see  receipts  $208.52.) 

Respectfully  Submitted, 

Mrs.  Raymond  T.  Sasser,  Treasurer 


(Continued  on  Page  15) 


Churches  and  Ministers 
Available 

Mote:  This  column  is  provided,  when 
Ijpeded,  for  any  church  that  is  seeking  a 
Ijistor  and  for  any  minister  who  is  seeking 
II  church  to  serve  and  would  like  to  give 
l|ch  notice.  Please  send  the  necessary  in- 
Ijrmation  to  the  editor  of  "The  Free  Will 
Ipptist. '  Each  notice  will  run  for  two  is- 
I  lies  only. ) 


I  The  Rev.  Boyd  L.  Shook  announces 
fj  the  Free  Will  Baptist  churches  of 
prth  Carolina  that  after  being  out  of 
p  e  pastorate  for  the  past  year  due  to 
[  heart  attack,  he  has  now  been  given 
)  e  OK  by  his  doctor  to  reenter  pas- 
Hral  and  revival  work. 
jMr.  Shook  states:  "I  have  made  a 
ill  and  complete  recovery  and  wish 
4  thank  my  many  friends  in  the 
uurches  throughout  North  Carolina 
lr  their  prayer  and  support  in  my 
nys  of  sickness.  I  an  now  available 
IT  pastoral  and  revival  work.  Any 


church  or  pastor  desiring  my  ser- 
vices may  contact  me  at  the  following 
address:  Box  464,  Selma,  North 
Carolina  27576;  telephone  965- 
3032." 


The  pastor  of  the  Edwards  Chapel 
Free  Will  Baptist  Church  (South 
River),  Route  1,  Beaufort,  has  re- 
signed due  to  health  problems.  The 
church  is  seeking  a  minister  for 
half-time  services  beginning  January 
1,  1975.  Anyone  interested  in  serv- 
ing this  church  please  write  or  call 
Mrs.  Marie  Wallace,  Route  1,  Box 
870,  Beaufort,  North  Carolina  28516; 
telephone  728-3081. 


The  Rev.  Douglas  Johnson,  528 
Second  Street,  Clayton,  North  Caro- 
lina 27520,  announces  that  he  is 
available  for  supply  work  or  re- 
vivals since  his  retirement.  He 
would  also  consider  pastoring  a  half- 
time  church.  Any  church  desiring 
his  services  may  contact  him  at  the 


above  address  or  by  telephoning  553 - 
7206. 


The  Rev.  A.  G.  Smith  would  like 
to  announce  that  he  is  avilable  for 
pastoral  and/or  evangelistic  work. 
Any  church  interested  in  his  services 
may  contact  him  at  Route  9,  Box 
133,  Kinston,  North  Carolina  28501; 
or  telephone  523-3930. 


The  Rev.  T.  B.  Harding  announces 
that  he  is  available  to  full-time  pas- 
toral work  and  revivals.  Anyone 
desiring  his  services  may  contact 
him  by  writing  P.  O.  Box  321, 
Startex,  South  Carolina  29377;  tele- 
phone (803)  439-8825.  Further  in- 
formation may  be  obtained  by  con- 
tacting the  Rev.  Johnnie  Bullman, 
Wilson,  North  Carolina. 


CHILDREN'S  HOME 


THE  MEMORIAL  CHAPEL 
QUARTET 


Pictured  above  is  the  Memorial 
Chapel  Quartet  from  the  Children's 
Home  and  the  Rev.  J.  B.  Starnes, 
pastor  of  Holly  Springs  Free  Will 
Baptist  Church  of  Newport. 

The  Quartet  is  composed  of  four 
of  our  12 -year -old  girls.  They  are 
Jo  Ann  Anderson,  Linda  Mills,  and 
Debra  and  Donna  Cone.  They  sang 
in  the  morning  worship  service  Sun- 
day, November  10,  at  Holly  Springs 
church  and  in  the  Macedonia  Free 
Will  Baptist  Church  in  Ernul  that 
Sunday  night.  An  offering  was  re- 
ceived for  the  Children's  Home 
during  the  service  at  Macedonia. 
We  appreciate  Brother  Walter  Sutton 
inviting  us  back  to  his  church  and 
for  the  delicious  supper  his  wife 
served  us  in  their  home. 

We  praise  the  Lord  for  this  sing- 
ing group  and  if  you  would  like  to 
have  them  come  and  sing  for  your 
church  or  church  group,  they  will 
be  happy  to  come.  For  booking  call 
Mr.  Sam  Weeks  or  Mrs.  Gladys 
Weeks   at   235-4079  in  Middlesex. 
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SIXTY  TEARS  FOR  THE  MASTER 

by   Peggy   Dildy   Gay  and   Joyce  Proctor  Beaman 

Lives  of  great  men  all  remind  us 

We  can  make  our  lives  sublime: 
And  departing  leave  behind  us 

Footprints  on  the  sands  of  time. 
-  -  Longfellow. 


OW  long  is  a  decade?  Approximately  120  months; 
520  weeks,  3,650  days;  85,600  hours;  5,256,000 minutes; 
315,360,000  seconds.  That's  a  long  time- -a  long  time 
to  do  and  be  and  think  and  live  one  thing- -completely, 
entirely,  and  wholeheartedly. 

Now  multiply  the  above  by  six  decades,  Over  a  bil- 
lion seconds!  Overwhelming,  isn't  it?  Yet,  our  final 
figures,  multiplied  by  six  represents  the  time  the  Rev. 
E.  C.  Morris,  a  Free  Will  Baptist  minister  of  Walston- 
burg,  North  Carolina,  has  spent  in  the  ministry;  not  only 
as  a  Christian  (which  spans  a  longer  time),  but  as  a 
minister  of  the  gospel  of  Jesus  Christ. 

October  17,  1914,  until  October  17,  1974,  mark  the 
dates.  At  New  Sandy  Hill  Free  Will  Baptist  Church, 
Bailey,  North  Carolina,  on  the  latter  date,  Mr.  Morris, 
along  with  other  ministers  and  Christians  friends  of 
the  Western  Conference  of  the  Free  Will  Baptist  faith, 
commemorated  this  occasion  as  they  praised  God  and 
bowed  in  thanksgiving  for  the  sixty  years  of  service 
of  this   minister   of   God   (the   Rev.  E.  C.  Morris). 

The  Rev.  Fred  A.  Rivenbark,  moderator  of  the 
Western  Conference,  praised  Mr.  Morris,  as  well 
as  Mrs.  Morris,  and  recalled  many  precious  mem- 
ories of  his  spiritual  blessings  because  of  his  friend- 
ship and  association  with  this  man  of  God.  After  giving 
many  inspiring  thoughts  about  Mr.  Morris,  other 
ministers  and  the  superintendent  of  the  Children's 
Home  at  Middlesex  spoke  in  praise  of  Mr.  Morris' 
ministry.  A  quartet  dedicated  a  song  to  him;  the 
moderator  declared  the  day  to  be  "Morris  Dollar 
Day";  and  a  generous  love  offering  was  taken.  Also, 
a  leather  folder  containing  a  certificate  of  apprecia- 
tion and  a  color  picture  of  Christ  were  presented  to 
Mr.  Morris.  He  was  then  given  the  opportunity  to 
say  a  few  words.  He  expressed  appreciation  to  every- 
one for  their  praise  and  appreciation  for  his  ministry, 
but  praised  God  for  allowing  him  to  live  long  enough 
to  fulfill  his  sixty  years  in  the  ministry.  He  expressed 
humble  gratitude  for  the  certificate  and  the  love  offer- 
ing. He  paid  a  special  compliment  to  his  wife,  saying, 
"She  has  been  my  mainstay  throughout  my  ministry." 

Any  tribute  to  Mr.  Morris  would  be  incomplete  with- 
out blending  his  life  with  that  of  his  beloved  wife.  They 
are  as  one,  and  whether  it  be  a  step  or  a  mile  they  must 
go,  they  tread  it  together- -in  sickness  and  in  pain,  in 
health  or  in  illness,  in  weakness  or  in  strength,  in  work- 
ing or  in  serving- -they  walk  side-by-side  beautifully, 
willingly,  and  tirelessly  to  lead  all  those  whom  they  meet 
to  God.  When  we  thank  God  for  them,  we  must  always  use 
the  word  blessing  in  the  plural --not  because  there  are  two 
of  them- -but  because  their  blessings  to  us  are 
many. 

Mr.  Morris'  record  for  sixty  years  (reprinted  pre- 
viously,   in   part,    in  the   "Baptist")   is  astounding: 

Number  of  Times  Read  the  Entire  Bible  67 

Sermons  Preached  8,644 

Special  Messages  829 

Funerals  Conducted  221 

Members  Received  1,616 


Baptized 

Marriage  Ceremonies  Performed 
Number  of  Churches  Served 
Revivals  Held 
Miles  Traveled 
Received  for  Services 
Given  to  the  Cause  of  Christ 
Traveling  Expenses 


653 
106 
44 
271 
771,552 
$117,060.68 
$12,827.55 
$34,955.03 


A  motion  was  made,  seconded,  and  passed  that  thl 
above  record  be  recorded  in  the  minutes  of  the  Western 

Conference. 

Mr.  Morris  expressed  the  desire  to  continue  to  serve 
in  whatever  way  he  could,  whenever  he  could,  wherever 
he  is  needed.  Although  he  cannot,  because  of  health  rea- 
sons, accept  the  responsibility  of  another  pastorate,  he 
will  serve  as  long  as  the  Lord  guides  him.  His  desire 
is  to  serve  in  the  gospel  ministry  of  Jesus  Christ  as  long 
as  life  itself  remains  with  him. 

How  long  is  a  decade?  Six  decades?  A  long  time!  yet,  : 
there  are  only  a  moment  compared  to  an  eternity  with! 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Morris'  God. 


Mrs.  Morris,  Mr.  Morris,  and  Mr.  Horace  Lee  Gay 

On  October  19,  friends  of  the  Rev.  and  Mrs.  E. 
C.  Morris  gathered  at  the  home  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Horace 
Lee  Gay  and  presented  to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Morris  aplaquer 
commemorating  their   sixty   years   in  the  ministry. 


Since  the  above  occasion,  Mr.  Morris 
has  been  hospitalized  with  a  light  stroke. 
His  sight  and  strength  were  affected  very 
much.  He  still  talks  well  and  eats  heart- 
ily. In  your  hurried  life,  please  find  a 
moment  to  say  a  prayer  for  him.andalso 
for  us. 
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them  to  know  it  by  this  tribute  given 
to  them. 


Illy  Springs  Church 
mors  Mrs.  Phillips 


In  Sunday  afternoon,  November 
Ars.  Mavis  Phillips  was  honored 
Holly  Springs  Free  Will  Bap- 
Church  near  Kenly  for  her  fifty 
*s  of  service  as  pianist  for  the 
*ch.  Mrs.  Phillips  is  the  daughter 
he  late  Rev.  and  Mrs.  Greene 
and  and  is  married  to  Isham  H. 
lips.  They  have  five  children, 
he  service  for  the  honoree  began 
i  the  pastor  of  the  church,  the 
Royster  Martin,  reading 
pture  from  the  thirty -first  chap - 
of  Proverbs.  Mr.  W.  C.  Fitz- 
ald  served  as  master  of  cere- 
lies,  using  the  theme,  "This  Is 
r  Life."  Mrs.  Eloise  Renfrow, 
er  of  Mrs.  Phillips,  in  remi- 
sing the  past,  commented  on  the 
lfulness  of  Mrs.  Phillips  through - 
her  childhood  days  and  teen-age 
irs.  Other  persons  participating 
reminiscing  the  past  included 
;.  Myrtle  Hall,  Mr.  Jonas  Hin- 
and  Mr.  Raymond  Radford. 
Ir.  Eugene  Phillips,  son  of  Mrs. 
Hips,  spoke  in  behalf  of  her 
dren.  His  remarks  included  the 
le  of  truth  which  he  had  been 
»ht  by  his  mother  in  his  early 
rs. 

liss  Robin  Phillips  honored  her 
ndmother  by  playing  a  selection  on 
piano. 

lr.  J.  L.  Creech  presented  the 
oree   a  golden  tray  from  the 
nbers  of  the  church. 
!,he  guests  were  then  invited  to 
educational  building  where  they 
e  greeted  by  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Phil- 
«j  and  the  Rev.  Mr.  Martin. 
<|L  gold  cloth  overlaid  with  a  white 
Lap  tablecloth  covered  the  refresh - 
tijnt  table.  The  floral  arrangement 
m  the  sanctuary  which  was  given 


by  the  honoree 's  children  centered 
the  table.  A  piano -shaped  cake  was 
included  in  the  decor  of  the  table. 
The  refreshments  consisted  of  cake 
squares,   nuts,    mints,    and  punch. 


Reedy  Branch  Church  Pays 
Tribute  to  Elder  Members 

The  Reedy  Branch  Free  Will  Bap- 
tist Church  near  Winterville  cele- 
brated its  174th  anniversary  on  Sun- 
day, November  3.  On  this  special 
day  the  church  honored  its  oldest 
active  member,  Mr.  Fred  Weather - 
ington,  who  is  91  years  old.  "Mr. 
Fred,"  as  he  is  affectionately  called, 
joined  the  church  when  he  was  18 
years  old. 


Mrs.  Nora  Kittrell 
Evelyn  Smith  (95) 


(95)  and  Miss 


The  oldest  members  in  years  (pic- 
tured above)  are  Miss  Evelyn  Smith 
who  was  95  in  March,  and  Mrs.  Nora 
Kittrell  who  was  95  the  first  Sunday 
in  September.  Mrs.  Kittrell  is  the 
oldest  member  in  membership, 
having  been  a  member  of  the  church 
for  82  years.  Due  to  bad  health,  these 
two  gracious  ladies  were  not  able  to 
attend  the  celebration. 

During  the  morning  service,  the 
pastor  of  Reedy  Branch,  the  Rev. 
Willis  Wilson,  presented  to  "Mr. 
Fred"  a  plaque  in  appreciation  of  his 
meritorious  services  to  the  church. 

Though  91  years  old,  "Mr.  Fred" 
continues  to  drive  himself  to  church 
each  Sunday  morning,  seating  himself 
on  the  same  pew. 

Reedy  Branch  is  proud  of  all  three 
of  these  elder    members  and  want 


Ground -Breaking  Service  for 
First  Church  of  Durham 

Ground-breaking  services  were 
held  Sunday,  November  3,  at  2  p.m., 
at  the  site  of  the  new  construction  of 
the  First  Free  Will  Baptist  Church 
in  Durham.  Work  is  now  in  full  swing 
with  February  1,  1975,  set  as  the 
expected  date  of  completion. 

The  church  will  be  located  on 
Chandler  Road,  just  off  the  Wake 
Forest  Road  (Holloway  Street).  The 
land  site  is  approximately  five  acres 
with  a  600  foot  road  frontage  with  a 
street  also  running  down  the  east 
side. 


Pictured  above  is  the  Rev.  M.  E. 
Cox,  pastor,  with  the  shovel.  To  his 
left  is  Mr.  James  Browning  who  is 
a  member  of  the  church  and  presi- 
dent of  C  and  B  Builders,  Inc.,  who 
will  do  the  construction.  To  Mr. 
Browning's  left  is  Mr.  W.  L.  Gibbs, 
chairman  of  the  board  of  deacons; 
and  just  behind  him  is  Mr.  Calvin 
Griffin  who  is  also  a  deacon  and  a 
member  of  the  finance  committee. 
A  large  number  turned  out  for  the 
ground-breaking  ceremony  but  were 
not  caught  in  the  picture  by  the 
cameraman. 

The  church  membership  ask  for 
your  prayers  for  the  continual  mini- 
stry of  this  church.  The  last  ser- 
vice at  the  present  location,  1212  East 
Main  Street,  will  be  December  1, 
1974,  with  che  eleven  o'clock  worship 
service.  All  are  invited,  especially 
those  who  have  worshiped  at  Edge- 
mont  church  (later  renamed  First 
church).  Temporary  quarters  have 
been  located  until  the  new  structure 
is  completed.  The  present  church 
has  been  sold  and  the  new  owners 
will  take  possession  on  December  1 , 
1974. 


King's  Cross  Roads  to 

Host  Central  Youth  Fellowship 

The  Central  District  Youth  Fellow- 
ship will  meet  Saturday  evening, 
November  23,  at  King's  Cross  Roads 
Free  Will  Baptist  Chruch  near  Farm- 
ville,  beginning  at  7:30.  All  the 
(Continued  on  Page  15) 
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GIVE  ME  THE  SIMPLE  LIFE  ! 


IN  an  effort  to  win  the  war 
against  inflation,  President  Ford 
has  called  for  a  massive  citizen  mo- 
bilization in  which  every  American 
would  become  an  "inflation  fighter" 
and  an  "energy  saver." 

Obviously  this  will  call  for  sacri- 
fice and  for  a  much  simpler  way  of 
living.  Interestingly  enough,  many 
Christians  have  already  been  thinking 
about  the  "simple  life  style,"  not 
primarily  to  fight  inflation,  but  as  a 
part  of  their  discipleship.  The  Laus- 
anne Covenant,  issued  at  the  Inter- 
national Congress  on  World  Evan- 
gelization thispast  summer,  saidthat 
"those  of  us  who  live  in  affluent  cir- 
cumstances accept  our  duty  to  de- 
velop a  simple  life -style  in  order  to 
contribute  more  generously  to  both 
relief  and  evangelism." 

But  what  is  the  "simple  life"?  Can 
someone  tell  me  how  many  suits  I  can 
own  or  how  many  steaks  I  should  eat? 
Clearly  the  "simple  life"  is  relative 
to  each  of  our  situations.  Further, 
for  many  of  us  the  distractions  may 
not  be  in  the  number  of  our  posses- 
sions but  in  the  constant  demands  on 
our  time. 

The  "simple  life"  (for  the  be- 
liever) is  not  a  matter  of  fighting  in- 
flation first  .  .  .  but  about  knowing 
God.  This  is  the  view  of  life  that 
Jesus  drives  home  for  us  in  His  fa- 
mous Sermon  on  the  Mount.  In  Mat- 
thew 6  He  gives  us  several  impor- 
tant principles  to  guide  us. 

He  gives  us  a  command  to  obey: 
"Do  not  lay  up  yourselves  treasures 
upon  earth,  where  moth  and  rust  de- 
stroy, and  where  thieves  break  in  and 
steal.  But  lay  up  for  youselves 
treasurers  in  heaven,  where  neither 
moth  nor  rust  destroy,  and  where 
thieves  do  not  break  in  or  steal:  for 
where  your  treasure  is,  there  your 
heart  will  be  also"  (6:19-21  New 
American  Standard  Version). 

Long  before  our  economic  pundits 
began  to  write  about  the  crumbling 
economy  Jesus  warned  that  no 
storage  vault  can  guarantee  security, 
that  we  should  not  store  up  on  earth 
but  rather  store  up  for  ourselves 
"treasures  in  heaven."  This  might 
appear  as  if  Christianity  is  merely 
replacing  selfish  material  advantage 
with  selfish  spiritual  advantage,  but 
we  do  have  certain  needs  which  must 


by  Leighton  Ford 

(Leighton  Ford  is  an  associate  evan- 
gelist with  the  Billy  Graham  Evangelis- 
tic Association.    This  is  a  condensation 
of  a  recent  text  for  "The  Hour  of  De- 
cision" radio  program.) 

be  fulfilled.  To  long  for  air  is  hu- 
man, not  selfish.  So  it  is  to  long  for 
significance  and  security.  The  ques- 
tion is  not:  have  we  needs  .  .  .  but 
what  needs  and  where  to  fulfill  them! 

Jesus  indicates  that  our  needs  can 
only  be  fulfilled  in  heaven  .  .  .  the 
dwelling  place  of  God  (Matthew  5:34) 
and  the  ultimate  destination  of  be- 
lievers. So  how  do  we  store  up  in 
heaven?  By  being  the  kind  of  people 
described  in  the  Beatitudes- -the 
"poor  in  spirit"  who  have  turned  to 
God  for  mercy  and  forgiveness- -for 
"theirs  is  the  kingdom  of  heaven";  by 
the  kind  of  praying  and  giving  and  good 
works  which  Jesus  says  are  done  "in 
secret"  and  rewarded  by  the  Father 
in  heaven  (Matthew  6:18);  by  invest- 
ing in  the  kind  of  character  and 
actions  which  will  have  eternal 
significance  to  the  Father .  If  you  have 
riches-  -whether  of  money,  status,  or 
talent- -"use  them  in  such  a  way  in 
this  world  that  you  will  be  building 
a  balance  in  the  next.  "--Martin  Lloyd 
Jones. 

"For  where  your  treasure  is," 
says  Jesus,  "there  your  heart  will 
be  also . "  Where  you  put  your  money , 
your  interest  will  be.  Put  your 
money  in  stocks,  you'll  follow  the 
market.  Put  it  in  the  bank,  you'll 
keep  up  with  the  rates.  Put  it  in 
God's  kingdom,  you'll  be  caught  up 
in  the  kingdom.  So,  if  you  think  heav- 
en's important,  and  you  want  to  keep 
it  in  mind,  send  your  money  ahead. 
The  more  you  have  there,  the  more 
you'll  live  for  eternity! 

Jesus  also  gives  us  a  comparison 
to  keep  in  mind:  "The  lamp  of  the 
body  is  the  eye:  if  therefore  your 
eye  is  clear,  your  whole  body  will 
be  full  of  light,  But  if  your  eye  is 
bad,  your  whole  body  will  be  full  of 
darkness.  .  .  ."  (Matthew  6 ,22,  23 
NASV).  In  the  ancient  world  the  eye 
was  looked  upon  as  the  window  by 
which  light  entered  the  body,  so 
Jesus  uses  this  metaphor  of  spiri- 
tual vision.  The  man  who  tries  to 
live  both  by  spiritual  and  material 
values  is  like  a  man  whose  eyes  are 
out  of  focus  by  trying  to  look  at  two 
objects  at  once- -he  sees  nothing 
clearly!  In  fact,  the  outright 

materialist  who  knows  and  acts  on 
his  idea  of  reality  is  shrewder  than 


the  professing  Christian  who  sayi 
or  thinks  he's  living  for  Christ 
when  in  reality  he's  living  by  th< 
same  standards  as  the  materialist 
He  gets  the  worst  of  both  worlds 
he  can't  enjoy  his  worldliness  witl 
a  clear  conscience  and  he  misses 
out  on  the  blessings  of  trusting  God 

So  Jesus  gives  us  also  a  con- 
tradiction to  avoid:  "No  one  car 
serve  two  masters;  for  either  h< 
will  hate  the  one  and  love  the  other 
or  he  will  hold  to  one  and  despise 
the  other.  You  cannot  serve  Gor, 
and  Mammon"  (Matthew  6: 24  NASV) 

Finally,  Jesus  gives  us  a  con) 
centration  to  pursue:  "Do  not  b(j 
anxious  then,  saying,  'What  shall  wq 
eat?'  or  'What  shall  we  drink?'  on 
'With  what  shall  we  clothe  ours 
selves?'  For  all  these  things  the 
Gentiles  eagerly  seek;  for  your  heav^ 
enly  Father  knows  that  you  need  al^ 
these  things.  But  seek  first  Hi*} 
kingdom  and  His  righteousness;  anq 
all  these  things  shall  be  added  t(i 
you"  (Matthew  6:31  NASV). 

President  Ford  asked  American! 
to  make  a  list  of  the  ways  to  fighi 
inflation.  Number  one  on  my  lisi1 
is:  Let's  put  God  first  then  "all 
the  rest"  of  the  ways  to  fight  in-! 
flation  will  have  a  chance  to  work 
In  the  final  analysis,  the  "simple 
life  "  is  getting  my  priorities 
straight.  It  is  saying,  with  Davie 
Livingstone,  "I  will  put  no  value  on 
anything  I  possess  .  .  .  except  as  11 
relates   to   the   kingdom  of  God ' 1 

If  you  -want  a  truly  "simple  life,' 
try  to  set  your  priorities  by  askinj 
these  four  questions  about  every 
thing  you  do  and  buy: 

(1)  Will  it  have  eternal  am 
lasting  significance? 

(2)  Will  it  clarify  my  spiritui 
vision? 

(3)  Will  it  make  it  easier  o 
more  difficult  to  be  devoted  t< 
Christ? 

(4)  Will  it  further  God's  king 
dom? 

When  you  have  been  born  agaii 
into  God's  kingdom,  then  the  thing.J 
of  this  world  will  take  their  propeij 
place,  as  our  servants,  and  not  ou: 
masters. 
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Unmitigated 


by  the  Rev.  R.  P.  Harris 


Words  Not  Associated  With  Heaven 


by  Mrs.  Royce  Matthews 


Scriptural  Basis:  ".  .  .  The 
Master  is  come,  and  calleth  for 
fee"  (John  11:28). 

HE  MASTER  CALLS  FOR  YOU 
\  The  Master  being  referred  to  in 
br  text  is,  of  course,  the  Lord 
[esus  Christ.  Mary  and  Martha 
ftiom  Jesus  loved  very  much  had 
t>st  their  brother  Lazarus  in  death, 
esus  had  just  explained  to  Martha, 
I.  .  .  I  am  the  resurrection,  and 
he  life:  he  that  believeth  in  me, 
Hough  he  were  dead,  yet  shall  he 
jve:  And  whosoever  liveth  and  be- 
[eveth  in  me  shall  never  die.  ..." 
ilohn  11:25,  26).  Martha  believed 
|iis  but  she  wanted  her  sister  to  hear 
ae  Lord  tell  her  the  same  thing, 
j  There  are  times  when  we  want 
]ie  same  that  happened  to  us  to  happen 

0  our  loved  ones.  The  know  and 
nderstand  what  our  Lord  tells  us,  but 
re  feel  that  our  sister  or  brother 
puld  understand  the  unmitigated 
j"uth  better  if  they  themselves 
inswer  the  Master's  call  and  hear 
nis  truth  directly  from  Him. 

"The  Master  is  come,  and  calleth 
pf  thee"  indicates  also  that  He  is 
filling  to  tell  Mary  the  same  story 
p  that  she  could  say,  "My  Lord 
Wes  me  and  wants  personally  to 
jssure  me  that  all  is  well." 

1  The  general  call  of  Christ  is 
[trengthened  by  the  fact  that  the  Holy 
birit  also  invites  the  sinner  to  be 
laved.    The  call  of  Christ  is  direct - 

to  a  particular  kind  of  per- 
n.  He  only  invites  those  who  will 
bar  Him,  those  who  are  athirst, 
nd  whosoever  will  take  the  water 
I  life  freely  (see  Revelation  22:17). 
psus  had  not  invited  those  who  do  not 
It  in  this  category.  It  is  easy, 
flen,  to  see  that  His  call  is  not 
,tven  to  those  who  will  not  hear  His 
3ice.  The  sinner  will  not  hear  His 
all  unlesss  his  ears  can  be  tuned 
His  voice.     This  is  done  only 
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The  following  list  of  words  are  words  not  associated  with  heaven.  They 
are  found  spelled  forwards,  backwards,  vertical,  horizontal,  or  diagonal. 
The  remaining  letters  not  circled  (in  their  order)  gives  us  Jesus' prom- 
ise as  recorded  in  John  14:2. 


when  faith  comes  by  hearing  the  Word 
of  God.  Then  when  he  does  have 
faith  and  believes  what  he  hears, 
there  will  be  grounds  for  an 
activated  thirst  which  makes  him 
willing  to  reach  out  and  take  of  the 
water  of  life  freely. 

This  all  boils  down  to  the  fact  that 
the  sinner,  if  he  gets  saved,  must  run 
in  contact  with  the  Word  of  God.  Since 
he  does  not  know  this,  the  burden 
of  getting  God's  Word  out  for  sinners 
to  hear  rests  upon  the  shoulders  of 
those  who  have  heard,  believed  what 
they  have  heard,  and  are  saved. 
This  simply  means  that  those  who  are 
out  of  range  of  hearing  and  be- 
lieving can  and  must  be  brought  close 
to  Christ  by  hearing  the  gospel  mes- 


sage. This  also  means  that  God's 
people  are  the  only  ones  who  can 
proclaim  God's  Word  to  the  sinner. 
The  Christian  becomes  a  force  or 
instrument  through  which  the  power 
of  God  reaches  out  to  sinners. 

Suppose  no  one  ever  let  Christ  be 
seen  in  his  life;  he  never  did  any  of 
those  things  which  belong  in  the 
Christian  way  of  life;  then  the  sinner 
would  never  know  he  was  a  Christian, 
would  he?  Have  you  ever  known 
anyone  to  be  saved  but  what  came  to 
see  Christ  by  the  life  and  testimony 
of  some  other  person?  People  are 
saved  because  Christ  uses  His  con- 
verts to  bring  them  into  a  place 
where  they  can  hear  the  Word,  be- 
lieve it,  and  be  saved. 
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Anticipating  a 
New  Beginning 

Lesson  Text:     Isaiah  40:1,  2,  27- 

31;  Galatians  4:1-6 
Memory  Verse:  Psalm  130:5 

I.  INTRODUCTION 

With  last  Sunday's  lesson  we  com- 
pleted our  brief  survey  of  the  Old 
Testament,  and  today's  lesson  con- 
tinues the  survey  into  the  New  Testa- 
ment. In  this  quarter's  lessons  we 
see  God  as  He  discloses  Himself 
to  His  people,  "in  the  hope  that  they 
will  respond  to  Him  in  faith  and 
love."  Moreover,  we  will  see  our 
responsibility  to  God,  "especially 
in  light  of  the  work  of  Christ." 
We  will  do  our  best  to  stress  broad 
concepts  with  sufficient  emphasis. 

"This  survey  does  not  attempt  to 
deal  with  all  of  the  New  Testament 
concepts  nor  all  of  the  New  Testa- 
ment books.  It  presents  the  theme 
that    the    living    God    seeks  men 

(1)  through     a      new  beginning, 

(2)  through  the  new  man,  Christ, 
and  (3)  through  the  new  people." 
--Adapted  from  the  Uniform  Series' 
Guide. 

To  connect  the  two  surveys  (of 
the  Old  and  New  Testaments),  we 
start  in  this  lesson  with  the  words 
of  the  Holy  Spirit  as  spoken  through 
the  Prophet  Isaiah.  Notice  the 
warmth  of  his  words  and  how  similar 
they  are  to  the  words  of  the  New 
Testament  in  relation  to  the  account 
of  the  work  of  John  the  Baptist. 
We  will  observe  this  in  the  opening 
comments  on  the  initial  verses  of  the 
lesson. 

Let  us  anticipate  a  "new  begin- 
ning" in  our  own  Christian  exper- 
ience as  we  study  carefully  each  of 
the  exciting  lessons  before  us  for 
the  next  three  months. --The  Ad- 
vanced Quarterly  (F.  W.  B.). 

II.  HINTS  THAT  HELP 

A.  Many  people  seem  to  have  the 
idea  that  God  gave  the  law  for  sin- 
ful humanity,  and  then  when  the  law 
failed  God  sent  His  Son.  This  was 
not  true.  The  law  did  not  fail.  It 
did  exactly  what  God  intended  for  it 


to  do.  Then  when  the  law  had  ac- 
complished its  mission,  God  sent  His 
Son  to  fulfill  the  law  that  we  might 
become  His  sons. 

B.  The  first  part  of  the  Book  of 
Isaiah  speaks  of  judgment  and  the 
last  part  speaks  of  comfort.  The 
first  part  speaks  of  law  and  how 
Israel  had  broken  that  law,  but  the 
last  part  speaks  of  God's  grace  and 
how  that  grace  would  be  manifest 
through  the  coming  of  Christ  to  re- 
deem men  from  the  law. 

C.  Three  things  made  the  time 
ripe  for  the  coming  of  Christ:  the 
Roman  Empire  covered  the  earth, 
so  there  was  a  common  govern- 
ment; the  Greek  language  was  uni- 
versally spoken;  and  the  Romans 
had  built  a  system  of  roads  that 
made  travel  much  easier  than  it 
had  been  before.  It  was  truly  the 
fulness  of  time. 

D.  Few  men  stop  to  think  about 
what  a  wonderful  thing  it  is  to  be 
a  child  of  God  through  faith  in 
Christ.  This  is  what  makes  Chris- 
tianity a  religion  of  joy  and  song. 
This  should  cause  us  to  praise  God 
continually. 

E.  We  are  servants  of  Christ  be- 
cause we  love  Him.  The  hymn 
writer  expresses  the  thought  in  these 
words: 

"But  drops  of  grief  can  ne'er 
repay,  the  debt  of  love  I  owe: 

Here,  Lord,  I  give  myself  away, 
'tis  all  that  I  can  do!" 

--The  Bible  Teacher  (F.  W.  B  ). 

III.    ADDITIONAL  TRUTHS 

A.  "A  new  semester  was  begin- 
ning at  Vicksboro  High  as  Rex  and 
his  buddy,  Hal,  entered  the  crowded 
halls. 

"  'Old  buddy,  this  semester  you're 
gonna  see  some  changes  in  yours 
truly,'  said  Rex. 

"'Hear  ye!  Hear  ye!'  laughed 
Hal,  shaking  his  head. 

"This  was  what  Rex  had  expected. 
'Sounds  like  a  familiar  verse  to  a 
very  old  song,  doesn't  it?'  he  said. 
'But  just  stick  around  and  watch  my 
smoke.' 

"  'Got  a  magnifying  glass?'  kidded 
Hal. 

"Before  Rex  could  answer,  the 
bell  summoned  each  boy  to  class. 
The  frown  that  slowly  replaced  his 


smile  indicated  that  Rex's  mind  m\ 
entertaining  some  troublesoirl 
thoughts.  He  was  wondering  if  1 
really  could  turn  over  a  new  lea 
He'd  tried  before,  but  hadn't  bee 
able  to  keep  it  up  for  more  than 
week  or  two. 

"You  and  I  know  what  Rex  wa 
facing,  don't  we?  This  problem  <j 
needing  to  change,  of  making  a  ne 
start,  is  not  limited  to  scholasti! 
progress,  either.  It  puts  its  lor 
arms  around  the  Christian's  devel: 
opment,  too."- -Parables  of  ttj 
Master     by    Louis    O.  Caldwell 

B.  To  the  Hebrews  in  thei|| 
despair  and  enslavement  the  cheerir 
voice  of  God's  prophet  spoke  wore 
of  comfort  and  hope.  These  wore 
came  true.  God  did  bring  His  peel 
pie  again  to  their  own  land  and,  ij 
His  wisdom,  in  "the  fulness  of  tl 
time,"  sent  His  Son.  So  many  time 
we  feel  there  is  not  future  just  attl 
time  when  God's  greatest  acts  ar 
about  to  unfold.  When  Jesus  ws 
arrested  Peter  followed  afar  off  e! 
they  led  his  Master  away  l' 
Caiaphas.  Coming  to  the  palace  i 
the  high  priest,  he  sat  with  the  set 
vants  "to  see  the  end"  (Matthew  2t 
57,  58).  To  Peter  it  seemed  thi 
everything  was  over,  but  what  hews' 
seeing  was  not  the  beginning  of  til 
end,  but  the  end  of  the  beginning 
Now,  in  Jesus'  trial,  crucifixior 
and  resurrection,  the  great  deeds  <j 
the  final  act  of  the  divine  -humE 
drama  of  God's  redemptive  purpos! 
were  to  be  enacted. 

When  we  face  defeats  in  9 
lives,  disappointment  in  our  Chris 
tian  aspirations,  or  seeming  failure' 
in  our  efforts  to  go  for  Christ  c 
to  grow  in  Christ,  we  need  torealis 
that  these  are  not  ultimate.  God  r 
constantly  making  all  things  new;  E? 
is  not  going  to  allow  us  to  be  de[ 
feated  or  destroyed  if  our  trust  i 
really  placed  in  Him.  When  we  ha\ 
to  "put  to  death"  attitudes,  habit! 
and  desires  that  seem  agonizingly  1 
want  to  live,  we  need  to  be  sure  Gt| 
will  bring  new,  blessed,  and  beauti 
ful  aspirations  and  realizations  1 
birth  in  us.  For  the  Christu 
even  the  gate  of  death  opens  oi 
upon  the  bright  vistas  of  eternil 
with  his  Father  and  all  those  wl 
have  "washed  their  robes,  and  mat 
them  white  in  the  blood  of  tl 
Lamb  '  -  -  Standard  Lesson  Com 
mentary. 

C.  An  old  story  tells  of  an  hurt 
ble  woodsman  who  was  ordered  I 
the  king  to  kill  a  child  of  royf 
birth.  The  poor  man  could  not  ( 
it  so  he  took  the  child  and  reare 
him  in  his  peasant  home.  The  chil 
grew  up  as  a  peasant,  lived  as 

(Continued  on  Page  15) 


12 


THE  FREE  WILL  BAPTI! 


S  TORIES 

for  our  youth 


limny^  "Inasmuch' 

J 


by  Ruth  Reese 


IMMY  climbed  up  on  the  kit- 
chen stool  and  marked  off 
hother  day  on  the  calendar.  "Only 
jl  more  days,  Mother,"  he  an- 
punced  jubilantly. 

i  Jimmy  Burke  was  scarcely  able  to 
pntain  himself  during  the  days  which 
Jllowed.  Mother  was  cleaning, 
ressing,  and  laying  neatly  folded 
arments  in  the  big  suitcase. 
In  just  a  few  more  days  now  his 
ither  would  take  Jimmy  to  Aunt 
lary's. 

I  Jimmy  was  a  city  boy  and  Aunt 
lary  lived  in  the  country  on  the 
icest  farm.  There  was  thick  green 
rass.  There  was  Muff,  the  white 
at.  And  there  was  Shep  the  dog 
,'ho  played  with  him  by  the  hour. 
:  Then  there  were  the  chickens  to 
ted  and  eggs  to  gather.  Uncle 
lert  would  take  him  on  the  culti- 
ator  and  go  around  and  around 
,ie  fields.  Aunt  Mary  always  seem- 
p  to  know  just  when  a  little  boy 
las  hungry,  too.  Oh!  it  was  the 
icest  thing  to  be  able  to  go  to 
lunt  Mary's  for  a  visit! 

Noticing  Mother  had  company  as  he 
[ame  from  school,  Jimmy  went  in  at 
le  back  door  in  order  not  to  dis- 
tarb. 

"It's  just  too  bad,"  he  heard  Mrs. 
llburne  say;  "There's  that  little 
pbert  Staley.  He  should  be  out  in 
pe   country   by  all  means,  but  it 

ems  utterly  impossible." 

Mounting  the  stairs  slowly,  Jimmy 
iiought  of  what  he  had  just  heard, 
jhin,  pale,  and  listless,  Robert  did 
pok  bad,  Jimmy  knew.  Then  he 
pought  of  Aunt  Mary's  farm  home. 
ie  could  just  see  Robert  out  there, 
pinking  rich  Jersey  milk,  romping 
jith  Shep,  riding  the  cultivator  with 

ncle  Bert,  growing  strong  and 
aalthy. 

Jimmy  was  quiet  all  evening.  He 
as  arguing  with  himself.  The 


next  morning  as  he  climbed  up  to 
mark  off  another  day,  he  had  de- 
cided that  he  could  not  give  up  his 
visit  to  Aunt  Mary's. 

That  day  at  school,  Jimmy  saw 
Robert  with  new  eyes.  Truly,  he 
did  need  country  air  if  ever  a  boy 
did!  And  then  the  struggle  within 
Jimmy  began  all  over  again. 

"Say,  Robert,"  said  Jimmy  at 
recess  time,  "ever  been  in  the 
country?" 

The  boy  shook  his  head  in  reply, 
a  wistful  light  in  his  eyes.  "Do- 
do they  have  cows  and  horses  and 
everything  like  in  stories?" 

Jimmy's  eyes  opened  wide  in 
astonishment.  "Well,  of  course," 
he  answered. 

Going  home  from  school,  Jimmy 
wondered  if  he  could  enjoy  a  sum- 
mer in  the  country,  knowing  all 
the  while  that  Robert  Staley  was 
in  the   hot  city,  getting  weaker. 

Saturday  evening  Jimmy  curled 
up  in  a  big  chair  in  the  living  room 
to  study  his  Sunday  school  lesson. 
Then  he  memorized  the  Golden  Text, 
"Inasmuch  as  ye  have  done  it  unto 
one  of  the  least  of  these  ...  ye 
have  done  it  unto  me"  (Matthew 
25:40). 

As  Jimmy  repeated  the  words  of 
the  text,  he  knew  his  battle  was 
won.  He  knew  he  could  give  up 
his  own  plans  for  Jesus.  Jimmy 
knew  that  Jesus  would  be  pleased 
with  any  sacrifice  Jimmy  would  make 
for  one  of  "the  least." 

That  very  night,  Jimmy  wrote  a 
letter  to  Aunt  Mary,  asking  her  if 
she  would  please  let  Robert  come 
in  his  place. 

Just  as  he  expected,  Aunt  Mary 
said,  "Yes."  She  said  that  they 
would  miss  Jimmy  but  were  glad  he 
was  so  unselfish. 

He  was  a  happy  boy  as  he  drew 
Robert  aside  the  last  day  of  school. 
"How'd  you  like  to  spend  the  sum- 
mer in  the  country?" 

"Oh,  you're  just  joking,"  Robert 
replied. 

"No,  I'm  not.    I  really  mean  it. 


It's  all  arranged  for  you  to  go  out 
to  my  Aunt  Mary's." 

"You  wouldn't  be  playing  a  joke 
on  me?"  Robert  demanded,  hope 
lighting  up  his  listless  eyes. 

"Why,  Robert,"  Jimmy  laughed, 
"do  you  really  think  I'd  be  as  mean 
as  that?  You'll  have  to  be  ready 
to  leave  Monday  morning.  Daddy 
said  he  would  come  for  you  at 
nine  o'clock." 

"Jimmy,"  said  his  father  at  break- 
fast. "How  would  you  and  Mother 
like  to  go  with  us  to  take  Robert?" 
Mr.  Burke  asked. 

"That  would  be  fine!"  they  both 
exclaimed. 

Jimmy  was  a  wee  bit  solemn 
when  they  all  arrived  at  Aunt  Mary's. 
He  looked  wistfully  around  at  the 
familiar  place. 

When  Father  brought  in  the  lug- 
gage, there  were  two  suitcases  in- 
stead of  one  .  Father's  eyes  were 
twinkling  merrily  as  he  saw  the 
expression  on  Jimmy's  face. 

"I  wrote  your  mother  that  there 
would  be  room  for  two  boys  this 
summer,"  Aunt  Mary  explained  hap- 
pily- 

"Say,  Bob!"  shouted  the  happy 
Jimmy  as  the  two  boys  ran  out  to 
the  yard  to  romp  with  Shep,  "won't 
we  have  a  great  time!" 

"Jimmy,  "  demanded  Bob  sud- 
denly, "were  you  going  to  stay 
at  home  just  so  I  could  come?" 

Jimmy  smiled  and  nodded  his  head. 
"You  see,"  he  explained,  "you  were 
my  'Inasmuch!' "- -Guide  for 

Juniors. 


Coming  Events  . . . 

November  23- -Thanksgiving  Ser- 
vices, Memorial  Chapel,  Free  Will 
Baptist  Children's  Home,  Middle- 
sex, North  Carolina 


LIVING  BIBLES 

Now  on  Sale 

$7.95 

CHRISTMAS  CARDS 

$1.00         $1.25  $1.50 
Per  Box 

In  lots  of  ten  boxes  or  more 
lor  resale,  30  percent  off. 
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Lay  Your  Burden  Down? 

(Continued  from  Page  2) 
burden;  and,  as  the  story  would  have  it,  each  picked  up  his  own  and  re- 
turned home. 

Does  the  story  not  teach  a  lesson- -a  lesson  we  learned  long  ago  per- 
haps, but  of  which  we  needed  reminding?  Consider  this:  When  all  facts 
are  examined,  isn't  it  believable  that  we  will  indeed  carry  our  own  burden 
in  preference  to  another's?  However  heavy  our  burden,  there  are  others 
heavier  and  more  difficult  to  bear;  and,  since  we're  used  to  our  own,  it 
is  only  natural  that  we  would  hang  on  to  it  rather  than  exchange  it  for  an 
unfamiliar  one.  If  we  have  any  sense  of  judgment  at  all,  we  know  that  the 
Burden -Bearer  will  help  us  anyway! 


New  G-i-awtli 
by  I 

If         Mrs.  Royce  Matthews  M 


WHERE  ARE  YOUNG 
PEOPLE  GOING  ? 

We  hear  quite  often  how  the  young 
people  are  going  to  the  dogs.  Their 
mode  of  dress,  fast  cars,  and  out- 
look on  life  in  general  is  beyond  our 
adult  comprehension. 

Before  we  judge  them  too  harshly 
about  where  they  are  going,  let's 
take  a  test.  Beside  each  statement 
below  write  the  names  of  each  young 
person   under    18   you   know  who: 

1.  Is  a  professional  clothes  de- 
signer. 

2.  Manufactures  mod  clothes. 

3.  Sets  the  clothes  trends. 

4.  Makes  whiskey. 

5.  Sells  whiskey. 

6.  Imports  drugs. 

7.  Makes  gambling  devices. 

8.  Operates  gambling  devices. 

9.  Produces  pornographic  mov- 
ies. 

10.  Is   a  crooked  loan  shark. 

11.  Creates  provocative  adver- 
tising. 

12.  Is  a  dishonest  government 
official. 

13.  Designs  carburetors  for 
automobiles. 

14.  Manufactures  fast,  sleek 
automobiles. 

15.  Owns  a  saloon. 

16.  Has  spiced  a  TV  script  with 
four  letter  words. 

17.  Owns  a  topless  night  club. 

18.  Is  a  dishonest  landlord. 

19.  Operates  a  numbers  racket. 

20.  Voted  for  legalized  abortion. 

What  is  your  total  score? 
Chances  are- -zero. 

Does  this  answer  the  question, 
"Where  are  the  young  people  going?" 
Sure  it  does.  If  they  are  unlucky, 
they  are  going  straight  to  where 
the  adults  are  leading.  Does  this 
make  you  ashamed  to  be  classed  in 
the  over-18-age  category? 

Your  first  impulse  is  to  argue, 
"I  haven't  done  any  of  those  either!" 
That's  probably  true,  too.  But  most 
individual  young  people  are  also 
innocent  of  the  charges  made  against 
young  people  in  general. 
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INTERIM  PASTOR  RECOMMENDED 

We,  the  members  of  Unity  Free 
Will  Baptist  Church  of  Durham,  would 
like  to  recommend  the  Rev.  Paul 
Montgomery  to  anyone  desiring  the 
services  of  an  interim  pastor.  Mr. 
Montgomery  served  our  church  for 
three  months  in  this  capacity.  He  is 
a  full-time  student  at  the  Theological 
Seminary  in  Wake  Forest.  "A  small 
man  in  stature;  a  giant  in  the  Lord" 
is  the  best  description  of  him. 


A  life  well -lived  is  the  best  com- 
pliment to  the  memory  of  a  man. 
When  that  life  of  Christ -centered, 
it  provides  untold  influence --not  only 
to  one's  contemporaries,  but  also  to 
generations  to  follow;  and,  that  in- 
fluence can  only  be  good.--T.  M. 


My  Guest 

by  Ruth  Langley  Newsome 

I  had  a  guest  in  my  home  toda| 
He  came  in  very  quietly 
As  I  knelt  to  pray, 
And  stood  beside  me-- 
Humility! 

I  had  a  guest  in  my  home  todai 
He  came  in  very  silently 
While   I   meditated  on  His  Won; 
And  gently  guided  me  -  - 
Tranquility! 

I  had  a  guest  in  my  home  toda^ 
He  came  in  so  meekly 
And  said,   "I  have  come  to  stay, 
Jesus  my  Master  moved  in-- 
Eternity! 


David 
takes 
and.. 


Wilkerson 
you  inside 


BEYOND  THE  CROSS 
AND  THE 
SWITCHBLADE 

Find  out  where  they  are  now 
.  .  .  Nicky,  Maria,  Israel  .  .  .  and 
others  you  met  in  Switchblade. 
Learn  about  David's  personal 
concerns  . . .  problems  he  faces 
as  a  public  figure ...  his  "addic- 
tion" to  the  rat  race  ...  his  fear 
of  flying  ...  his  marriage  .  .  . 
what  he  has  to  say  to  the  teens 
of  today.  And  how  he  has  grown 
BEYOND  THE  CROSS  AND  THE 
SWITCHBLADE. 
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Questions  &  Answers 

(Continued  from  Page  5) 
han  go  along  with  the  thinking  and 
Practices  of  a  society  of  whores  and 
,  .horemongers. 

I  If  a  Christian  has  deteriorated  in 
^Christian  discipline  where  he  cannot 
J  ontrol  himself  or  herself,  as  the 
Jlase  may  be,  in  keeping  with  God's 
iirections  concerning  moral  be- 
lavior  while  unmarrmied,  then  they 
JJhould  marry.  "Read  1  Corinthians 
1:9  and  Mark  9:43,  44.) 
|  God  requires  that  we  exer- 
Jise  severe  enough  discipline  over 
i'lur  beings  that  we  eliminate  all  hin- 
lering  causes  to  a  well -controlled 
'life  that  conforms  in  every  way 
[p  the  teachings  of  God's  Word, 
fh  many  cases  this  might  mean 
;hore  hard  study  and  research  that 
we  might  ascertain  what  may  be  God's 
fill  for  us  in  all  the  detailed 
Activities  of  our  present-day  behav- 
ior and  what  to  change  and  when. 
|l  is  our  responsible  duty  to  have  the 
leadership  of  God  as  whom  we  keep 
ompany  with,  when  and  on  what  basis 
we  may  date,  become  engaged,  and 
'fiarry.     (Read  Matthew  6:33  and  2 

"orinthians  7:14.) 
!;'  I  believe  that  together  with  other 
things  these  verses  mean  they  teach 
Hat  no  form  of  social  intimacy  be 
racticed  between  a  saved  person 
\nd  one  that  is  not  a  Christian; 
I'/hich,  of  course,  says  that  to  be 
ngaged  to  an  unsaved  or  even  date 
|im  or  her  as  the  case  may  be,  is 
[rohibited.  Before  discussion  is 
jloncluded  I  would  like  to  call  to 
tour  attention  again  that  Christian 
Sarents  still  have  an  obligation  to 
peir  children  and  to  God  who  says 
in  His  Word:  "Train  up  a  child 
|h  the  way  he  should  go:  and  when 
|fe  is  old,  he  will  not  depart  from  it" 
jjProverbs  22:6);  "And,  ye  fathers, 
Irovoke  not  your  children  to  wrath: 
lut  bring  them  up  in  the  nurture 
tnd  admonition  of  the  Lord"  (Ephe- 
jjians  6:4).  Children  need  to  be 
ij^ught  as  Colossians  3:17,  20  tells 
s. 

jij  As  in  other  days,  children  in  these 
|mes,  without  the  help  they  need  from 
jarents  and  others  whose  duties  it  is 
hat  they  help  them  to  understand 
ijuch  matters,  are  not  going  to  just 
ilappen  to  get  saved  and  just  happen 

I  p  conform  to  God's  laws  regarding 
heir  behavior  in  dealing  with  those 
f  the  opposite  sex.  Taking  care  of 
|ne's  children  and  other  young  peo- 
ple that  our  Christian  duty  demands 
hat  we  help  in  this  way,  plays  a 
jjart  in  our  obligation  to  God  and  to 
thers  in  order  that  we  live  the  ded- 
icated life  the  Bible  requires  of  us 
[s  Christians.     (Read  Romans  12: 

/  i.  14.) 


If  we  should  only  obey  God  our 
homes,  our  children,  and  our  own 
lives  would  be  better  and  a  help  to 
lost  Christ -seeking  souls,  who  need 
the  light,  we  might  exemplify. 


FAMILY  FIRESIDE 

(Continued  from  Page  4) 
give  it  because  he  didn't."- -Otter  - 
bein  Teacher. 

Prayer  Thought 

Everything  we  possess  is  loaned  to 
us  by  God.  We  should  appreciate 
these  borrowed  items  and  return 
them  in  as  good  a  condition  as  pos- 
sible, with  a,  "Thank  you,  God." 

(Devotions  used  by  permission. 
Knight's  Master  Book  of  New  Illus- 
trations, Eerdmans  Press.) 


Sunday  School  Lesson 

(Continued  from  Page  12) 

peasant,  and  never  came  into  his  real 
inheritance.  Is  not  this  a  tragic 
picture  of  how  many  live  today?  God 
has  so  much  to  give  us  if  only  we 
will  receive  His  Son  and  become 
joint -heirs  with  Christ  of  all  the 
riches   of   heaven. --C.    F.  Bowen. 


NEWS  NOTES 

(Continued  from  Page  9) 
young  people  of  the  district  are 
urged  to  attend.    Visitors  are  also 
welcome. 

The  following  are  directions  to  the 
church:  Coming  from  Fountain,  take 
Highway  222  east.  About  three  miles 
out  of  Fountain  take  the  first  right 
turn.  Travel  down  this  road  to  the 
first  road  to  the  left.  The  church  is 
approximately  two  miles  down  this 
road. 

Coming  from  Farmville,  take  Main 
Street  north.  Travel  this  road  to 
Joyner's  Cross  Roads.  Keep  on  the 
same  road  for  about  three  miles  un- 
til you  reach  Seven  Pines.  Take  a 
left  at  Seven  Pines  and  keep  straight 
for  another  three  miles  and  you  will 
see  the  church. 


Choir  Appreciation  Day 
And  Old -Fashioned  Sunday 

The  Calvary  Free  Will  Baptist 
Church  of  Wilson  observed  "Choir 
Appreciation  Day"  and  "Old  Fash- 
ioned Sunday,"  November  10.  The 
choir  was  featured  during  the  morn- 
ing and  evening  worship  services  by 
rendering  several  selections  of  '  'old- 
fashioned"  hymns. 

The  pastor,  the  Rev.  Dewey  Boling, 
and  Mrs.  Boling  presented  to  Mrs. 


Martha  Ethridge,  choir  director,  a 
gift  as  a  token  of  appreciation  for  the 
work  she  has  done  with  the  choir. 
This  was  followed  with  a  solo  by 
Mrs.  Bertha  Bartlett. 

The  senior  members  of  the  church 
were  seated  together.  The  ladies  in 
this  group  were  presented  white 
corsages  and  the  men  white 
boutonnieres.  The  majority  of  the 
congregation  wore  "old-fashioned" 
attire. 

Following  the  morning  worship,  the 
board  of  deacons,  their  wives,  and 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Boling  prepared  and 
served  a  barbecued  chicken  lunch  for 
the  congregation  on  the  church 
grounds. 


Fish  Stew  Supper 
At  Kinston  Church 

The  deacons  of  the  First  Free 
Will  Baptist  Church  of  Kinston  are 
sponsoring  a  fish  stew  supper, 
Saturday,  November  23,  from  the 
hours  of  4  p.m.  to  8  p.m.  Tickets 
for  the  supper  are  $1.50  for  adults 
and  $1  for  children.  All  proceeds 
will  go  toward  the  building  fund.  The 
public  is  invited  to  attend. 

The  Rev.  Bill  Futch  is  pastor  of 
the  Kinston  church. 


Woman's  Auxiliary 

(Continued  from  Page  7) 
CAPE  FEAR  WOMAN'S  AUXILIARY 
STUDY  COURSE 

The  woman's  auxiliaries  of  the 
Cape  Fear  District  will  hold  a  study 
course  on  the  "Manual  of  the  Wom- 
an's Auxiliary"  Friday  evening, 
November  22,  beginning  at  7:30.  The 
course  will  be  held  at  the  First 
Free  Will  Baptist  Church  of  Smith  - 
field.  The  officers  of  the  Cape  Fear 
District  will  teach  the  course.  All 
officers  and  members  are  en- 
couraged to  attend,  and  visitors  are 
welcome. 

Mavis  Daughtry 

Study   Course  Chairman 


REPENTANCE 

Repentance  is  a  hearty  sorrow  for 
our  past  misdeeds,  and  a  sincere 
resolution  and  endeavor,  to  the  utmost 
of  our  power,  to  conform  all  our 
actions  to  the  law  of  God.  It  does  not 
consist  in  one  single  act  of  sorrow, 
but  in  doing  works  meet  for  repent- 
ance; in  a  sincere  obedience  to  the 
law  of  Christ  for  the  remainder  of 
our  lives  -  -  Locke. 


The  image  of  Christ  shall  never 
be  effaced.  It  shall  be  painted 
in  the  hearts  of  men. 


if 
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Jewelry  Gift  Items  Games 

TEN  COMMANDMENTS  BRACELETS  $  1.95 

TEN  COMMANDMENTS  BOOKMARKS  $1.25 
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Listen  to  the  Voice  Within ... 
He  Speaks  Well 


"GOD'S  WILL":  DISCERNIBLE  OR  NO? 

Guest  editorial  by  Celia  Hales 
(Miss  Hales  holds  a  master's  degree  in  English  from  Duke 
University,  and  at  the  present  time  is  pursuing  a  master's 
degree  in  Library  Science  and  is  teaching  on  a  fellowship  at 
East  Carolina  University,  Greenville.) 

Transformations  occur  slowly,  sometimes  almost  imperceptibly.  But 
change  comes  to  all.  And  change  comes  most  often  through  choices  that 
we  make,  freely  and  without  coercion.  How  may  we  best  become  that 
which  God  would  have  us  become?  May  I  share  with  you  some  of  the  thoughts 
that,  today,  affect  my  choices? 

First,  I  affirm  the  central  importance  of  a  prayer  that  Catherine  Mar- 
shall (wife  of  the  late  renowned  minister  Peter  Marshall)  calls  the  "prayer 
of  relinquishment."  That  is  to  say,  I  offer  myself,  to  as  great  an  extent  as 
is  possible  for  me,  to  God  and  say,  "So  be  it.  I  will  try  to  follow  as  you 
seem  to  me  to  lead."  There  is  a  gentle  soothing  quality  about  this  prayer. 
It  sets  aright  the  relationship  between  God  and  self  in  a  way  that  no  other 
prayer  is  likely  to  do.  It  reaffirms  that  He,  not  I,  knows  the  best  path 
ahead.  He  knows,  and  though  He  still  allows  me  my  choice,  no  longer  need 
that  choice  be  made  in  blindness,  or  in  self-centeredness,  or  through  self- 
motivation  only. 

Once  I  have  affirmed  that  I  wish  to  be  led  as  He  suggests,  how  am  I  to 
know  what  is  God's  suggestion  and  what  is  my  own?  The  unfortunate  answer 
is,  quite  simply,  that  I  may  not  know;  the  mind,  as  psychologists  have  so 
amply  shown  us,  has  its  own  ways  for  mistaking  our  will  for  God's.  And 
the  person  who  labors  too  confidently  under  the  premise  (perhaps  false) 
that  he  isdoing  "God'swill"  maybea  particularly  difficult  person  to  under- 
stand. My  answer  to  this  dilemma  is  that  I  never  declare  categorically 
(definitely,  without  question)  that  my  choice  in  any  given  matter  is  indeed 
the  one  that  God  would  have  chosen  for  me.  I  know  that  He  has  left  me 
free  to  decide  among  a  variety  of  alternatives,  and,  even  though  I  have  ex- 
pressed inwardly  my  desire  to  follow  His  lead,  I  know  that  the  very  fact  of 
free  choice  makes  me  liable  to  error.  Our  mistakes,  if  they  did  nothing 
more,  would  affirm  our  humanness,  our  separateness  from  the  divinity 
that  is  God's. 

Nevertheless,  there  are  some  signs  that  I  have  come  to  read  as  evidence 
that  the  path  I  have  freely  chosen  is  the  one  that  God  would  want  for  me. 
The  list  is  my  own;  you  may  have  other  intimations  that  the  ways  you  have 
chosen  are  right.  After  all,  it  is  surely  true  that  God  speaks  to  each  of 
His   children  in  the  manner  in  which  they  are  best  able  to  understand. 

First  on  my  list  of  signs  is  the  quickening  feeling  of  "rightness"  that 
accompanies  some  ideas,  just  at  the  instant  of  their  presentation.  If, 
after  reflection,  the  initial  sense  of  being  "right  for  me"  has  not  dissipated, 
I  move  to  act  upon  this  new  idea.  Very  rarely  in  daily  life  may  this  some- 
what intuitive  sense  come  into  play,  however.  And  it  is  not  infallible- -just 
as  no  method  of  choice  is.  It  may  in  fact  be  more  prone  to  error  than  other 
methods  of  decision- making,  especially  if  the  person  is  innately  impulsive. 
Since  I  tend  to  be  cautious  by  nature,  however,  any  idea  that  immediately 
arrests  my  attention  is  likely  to  be  one  that  I  am  ready  for,  both  consciously 
and  subconsciously  (and  this  latter  part  of  the  mind  is  not  to  be  taken  lightly). 
And  being  made  "ready"  may  have  involved  preparation  by  a  higher  power 
than   my   own- -God's   own  indiscernible  workings  in  the  human  heart. 

A  second  sign  of  the  rightness  of  a  course  of  action  is  the  degree  of 
agitation  or  turmoil  that  it  generates  within  me,  emotionally.  An  inordinate 
amount  of  agitation  is  a  very  sure  sign  that  the  course  is  wrong- -not  nec- 
essarily for  all  people,  but  definitely  wrong  for  me.  In  contrast,  if  consid- 
eration of  a  proposed  course  of  action  leaves  me  serene  and  contented,  de- 
spite the  immediate  indecision,  it  is  a  good  sign  that  an  answer  of  "yes"  is 
proper. 

A  third  sign  is  the  amount  of  time  that  I  mull  over  a  proposed  plan.  If 
indecision  reigns  for  a  considerable  amountof  time,  then  usually  the  plan  is 
best  left  alone.  Some  part  of  me  is  not  prepared,  although  prolonged  in- 
decision indicates  that  the  action  holds  some  very  compelling  features  for 
me.  Then  it  is  best  to  analyze  exactly  what  those  compelling  features  are. 
Frequently  they  will  be  found  wanting  in  some  respect.  The  mind  is  initially 
attracted  to  the  idea,  but  deep  within  reigns  the  realization  that  all  is  not 
right. 

(Continued  on  Page  14) 
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IT  was  Thanksgiving  at  a  lonely 
military   outpost   in  Alaska, 
side  Sam  had  served  turkey,  making 
;  men  feel  as  much  at  home  as 
ssible  on  this  traditional  American 
liday.      But  conversation  in  the 
cinset  hut  inevitably  turned  toward 
■me  and  loved  ones. 
!|"Say,  would  I  like  to  be  in  Albany 
|3ay!"  moaned  one  long -faced  young 
erporal,  who  had  not  had  a  fur- 
ligh  in  three  years. 
I  "Or  Houston!"  moaned  a  private. 
!"Or   Denver!"   moaned  another, 
i'i'hanksgiving  was  a  red-letter  day 
lour  home. " 

("Fellows,  maybe  by  another 
fhanksgiving  this'll  all  be  over,  and 
r'11  be  eatin'  turkey  with  our  folks 
ice  again,"  said  the  young  sergeant. 
Here's  hopin'.  In  the  meantime,  I 
less  it  won't  hurt  us  to  recall 
tier  Thanksgivings  we've  enjoyed, 
■it's  go  the  rounds,  and  let  each 
■[low  describe  the  happiest  Thanks - 
l/ing  he  ever  had." 
[That  started  things.  For  the  next 
iur  the  little  group  around  the  box- 
pve  in  Alaska  forgot  their  troubles 
Id  lived  in  their  memories,  as  one 
fter  another  told  of  the  happy 
Ranksgivings  of  other  years. 
[i!"Your  turn,  Sarge,"  they  said 
pally.  "We've  all  had  our  say 
lit  you." 

if  "Well,  fellows,  it  may  sound 
■range,  but  the  happiest  Thanks - 
Ipng  I  ever  had  was  right  up  here 
I  Alaska,"  he  said. 
[There  was  a  general  groan.  "A 
Ippy  Thanksgiving,  here  in  this 
ipak  old  wilderness?" 
I  "Yes,  it  was  just  before  the  war," 
iplained  the  sarge.  "My  cousin  and 
B|had  flown  to  Alaska  with  my  un- 
le,  on  a  scientific  expedition.  We 
Id  our  Thanksgiving  dinner  in  the 
Itle  town  of  Nome,  after  passing 
[trough  a  really  thrilling  experience, 
fet  me  tell  you  about  it. 


IN  ALASKA 


by 

R.  C.  Cunningham 


"While  my  uncle  was  busy,  my 
cousin  and  I  went  exploring  along 
the  shores  of  the  Bering  Sea.  An 
Eskimo  guide  was  with  us.  We 
were  out  on  the  ice  examining  the 
big  chunks  that  the  sea  had  piled  up, 
when  suddenly  something  happened. 
The  wind  did  it,  I  guess.  Anyway, 
a  great  section  of  ice  broke  loose 
from  the  shore,  and  we  found  our- 
selves on  an  ice  floe  going  out  to 
sea. 

"That  was  bad  enough!  But  what 
should  we  find  on  the  floe  with  us 
but  a  big  mother  bear  and  two  cubs! 
Even  our  Eskimo  guide  was  scared. 
A  polar  bear  is  not  dangerous  under 
ordinary  conditions,  if  you  leave  her 
alone;  but  when  she  has  cubs  near- 
by she's  liable  to  attack  you  if  she 
thinks  you're  going  to  harm  them. 

"Well,  we  kept  near  the  Eskimo, 
you  might  know!  And  we  kept  our 
eyes  peeled  for  that  big  bear  and  her 
cubs,  too.  We  wanted  to  be  as  far 
from  them  as  possible! 

"It  was  fun,  in  a  way.  We  watched 
her  catch  a  seal  in  the  water.  She 
sure  was  a  smart  old  critter.  She 
found  some  dead  fish  and  fed  that  to 
her  cubs,  too.  But  each  time  she 
sank  her  teeth  in  that  big,  juicy 
seal  I  shivered  at  the  thought  that 
if  God  didn't  protect  us  we  might  be 
the   next   course   on  her  minue! 

"After  awhile  she  seemed  to  have 
lost  her  cubs,  for  the  time  being; 
and  in  searching  for  them  she 
roamed  near  us.  I  don't  think  she 
saw  us- -fortunately;  but  we  saw  her. 
My  cousin  and  I  hid  on  the  top  of 
a  big  ice  pile.  We  had  no  weapons 
whatever.  The  Eskimo  hid  behind 
another  pile.  All  he  had  was  a 
dagger,  but  he  was  ready  to  use  it 
if  the  bear  made  trouble.  Much 
to  our  relief,  however,  she  went  on 
by.  That  was  the  closest  shave  we 
had." 


"Say!  That  was  an  experience," 
said  the  corporal. 

"Yep!  But  that  wasn't  all,"  went 
on  the  sarge.  "There  we  were,  ma- 
rooned on  an  ice  floe  in  the  Bering 
Sea!  No  fire!  No  food!  Nothing  but 
a  big  bear  and  her  cubs  for  com- 
pany! We  were  in  a  dangerous 
spot. 

"Well,  if  you  want  to  know  what 
happened,  we  had  a  prayer  meeting. 
We  reminded  the  Lord  that  He  shut 
the  lions'  mouths  for  Daniel,  and  we 
asked  Him  to  keep  the  bear's  mouth 
shut  for  us.  We  asked  Him  to  let 
us  reach  land  again,  too,  before  we 
starved  or  froze  to  death.  And  He 
answered  in  a  miraculous  way. 

"Suddenly,  as  we  drifted  along, 
there  was  a  jarring  thud.  We  must 
have  hit  a  submerged  iceberg.  At  that 
moment  our  ice  floe  broke  in  two. 
We  saw  one  half  of  it  go  floating 
away  from  us --and  what  do  you  think 
we  saw  on  it?" 

"The  bear!"  exclaimed  a  private. 
"No,  Better  than  that- -the  two 
cubs!  And  the  mother  bear,  seeing 
her  cubs  drift  away,  promptly  dove 
into  the  water  and  swam  to  join 
them!" 

"What  happened  then?"  they  asked. 

"Another  miracle!"  answered  the 
sarge.  "Our  ice  floe  floated  to  an 
island  where  some  seal  hunters  lived. 
They  were  very  kind  to  us,  and  took 
us  back  to  the  mainland  in  a  boat. 

"The  day  after  we  returned  to 
Nome,  it  was  Thanksgiving.  And,  take 
it  from  me,  fellows- -that  was  the 
happiest  Thanksgiving  I  ever  had. 
I  had  plenty  to  thank  the  Lord  for-- 
don't  you  think?" 

"I'll  say!"  echoed  the  rest.  And 
they  all  joined  in  a  real  Thanks- 
giving service,  giving  thanks  to  Him 
who  alone  can  perform  such  miracles 
in  answer  to  the  prayers  of  His 
children .  -  -  High  -  School  Christian. 
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SUNDAY,  DECEMBER  1 
Scripture  Reading- -John  14:6 
We  Know  the  Way 

A  traveler  in  Switzerland,  uncer- 
tain of  his  way,  asked  a  small 
lad  by  the  wayside  where  Kander- 
steg  was,  and  received,  so  he  re- 
marks, the  most  significant  answer 
ever  given  him.  "I  do  not  know, 
sir,"  said  the  boy,  "where  Kan- 
dersteg  is,  but  there  is  the  road 
to  it."  There  are  a  great  many 
things  I  cannot  tell  about  the  life 
to  come,  but  I  know  where  lies 
the  road.  As  I  know  Christ,  the 
hope  of  glory,  I  have  the  certain  as- 
surance of  immortality.- -Herald and 
Presbyter. 

Prayer  Thought 
Jesus  has  shown  us  the  road  to 
salvation  .    He  has  left  the  prepara- 
tion and  travel  arrangements  up  to  us. 

MONDAY,  DECEMBER  2 

Scripture  Reading- -Luke  11:28 
Saved  by  a  Fragment 

A  colporteur  traveling  in  Bohemia 
through  a  Roman  Catholic  district 
was  surprised  to  come  upon  a  lock- 
smith who  knew  the  Bible  well. 
He  learned  that  seventeen  years  be- 
fore, a  priest  had  gathered  all  the 
copies  of  the  Bible  together  and  made 
a  bonfire  of  them.  A  gust  of  wind 
carried  away  two  burning  pieces  out 
of  the  bonfire,  which  the  locksmith 
had  picked  up  and  read.  The  first 
words  that  caught  his  eyes  were, 
"Heaven  and  earth  shall  pass  away, 
but  my  words  shall  not  pass  away." 
So  impressed  was  he  that  he  and  his 
father  saved  a  whole  Bible  out  of  the 
burning,  and  became  Bible  read- 
ers and  Bible  students.  - -Rev.  F.  B. 
Meyer. 

Prayer  Thought 
We  are  fortunate  enough  to  have 
access  to  Bible  reading.      May  we 
not  be  so  foolish  as  to  ignore  this 
privilege. 

TUESDAY,  DECEMBER  3 
Scripture  Reading- -Nahum  1:7 


"God  Cares!" 

A  Frenchman  incurred  the  dis- 
pleasure of  Napoleon  and  was  put 
into  a  dungeon.  He  seemed  to  be 
forsaken  by  his  friends  and  forgotten 
by  everyone  in  the  outside  world.  In 
loneliness  and  despair  he  took  a  stone 
and  scratched  on  the  wall  of  his  cell, 
"Nobody  cares." 

One  day  a  green  shoot  came  through 
the  cracks  in  the  stones  on  the  floor 
of  the  dungeon  and  began  to  reach  up 
toward  the  light  in  the  tiny  window 
at  the  top  of  the  cell.  The  prisoner 
kept  part  of  the  water  brought  to 
him  each  day  by  the  jailer  and  poured 
it  on  the  blade  of  green.  It  grew 
until  at  last  it  became  a  plant  with 
a  beautiful  blue  flower.  As  the  petals 
opened  in  full  blossom,  the  solitary 
captive  crossed  out  the  words  pre- 
viously written  on  the  wall  and  above 
them  scratched,  "God  cares,"- -The 
Chaplain. 

Prayer  Thought 
We  are  never  so  alone  or  so  hidden 
away  that  God  cannot  reach  us.  Trust 
in  Him,  He  does  really  care. 

WEDNESDAY,  DECEMBER  4 
Scripture  Reading- -John  15:14 

The  Worst  Hurt 
We  who  have  believed  can  hurt 
Christ  more  than  can  the  unbeliever. 
Enemies  within  the  fort  are  more 
dangerous  than  enemies  without. 
God's  worst  enemies  when  He  sought 
the  world  through  His  Son  were  not  the 
unbelieving  Romans,  but  the  Jews  who 
believed  in  God  and  had  worshiped 
Him  for  centuries. 

What  a  responsibility  this  truth 
puts  upon  those  who  bear  Christ's 
name;  for  the  damage  is  just  as 
severe  from  unintentional  disloyalty 
as  from  open  enmity.  Every  lower- 
ing of  our  standard  is  a  worse  stab 
at  our  best  Friend  and  Saviour  than 
can  be  dealt  by  scoffers  or  un- 
believers. -  -  Selected. 

Prayer  Thought 
We  have  been  shown  Paul  as  an 
example  of  a  misguided  Christian; 
not  misguided  by  God,  but  by  his 
own  unintentional  errors  of  judgment. 
Hopefully  we  shall  not  have  to  be 
blinded  as  Paul  before  we  see  the 
light. 

THURSDAY,  DECEMBER  5 

Scripture   Reading- -Deuteronomy 

5:33 

Divine  Companionship 

Man  is  the  greatest  marvel  in  the 
universe.  Not  because  his  heart 
beats  forty  million  times  a  year, 
driving  the  blood  stream  a  distance 
of  over  sixty  thousand  miles  in  that 
time;  not  because  of  the  wonderful 
mechanism  of  eye  and  ear;  not  be- 


cause of  his  conquest  over  disea 
and  the  lengthening  of  human  li 
not  because  of  the  unique  quality 
of  his  mind,  but  because  hemayws 
and  talk  with  God.  - -Selected. 

Prayer  Thought 
Of  what  good  are  we  if  we  1 
in  our  God -given  rights  to  live  1 
Christian  life? 

FRIDAY,  DECEMBER  6 

Scripture    Reading- -2  Chronicl 
7:14  | 
Prayer  Before  Turning  In! 

A  Christian  man  went  to  cai 
and  was  placed  in  a  tent  with  I 
or  three  other  men  who  were  r 
Christians.  He  wanted  to  be  tr 
to  Jesus,  and  he  asked  the  preac 
er  to  pray  that  he  would  not 
ashamed  of  Jesus  before  the  rou§ 
ungodly  men  in  his  tent.  On  reac 
ing  his  tent  that  night,  the  m' 
said:  "Friends,  I  am  a  Christie: 
and  as  such,  I  am,  of  course,  goi 
to  pray  before  I  turn  in."  Not 
word  was  said,  and  our  man  dropp' 
on  his  knees  and  began  to  pray.  I; 
stead  of  praying  silently,  he  pray 
aloud.  Nothing  happened  until  t 
next  night,  when,  on  returning  to  t 
sleeping  quarters,  our  man  w. 
greeted  with  these  words,  from  o 
of  the  unchristian  men,  "Matey, 
have  been  waiting  for  you  to  coma 
We  want  you  to  pray  again  tonig 
and  we  want  you  to  pray  for  us,  b 
fore  we  turn  in."  This  man  was  r 
ashamed  of  Jesus,  and  he  was  us 
of  God  to  lead  his  tentmates  to  t 
Saviour.  May  you,  boys  and  girl 
always  confess  Jesus  before  yo 
little  friends  and  playmates,  andmj 
you  never  be  ashamed  of  Him.|! 
Selected. 

Prayer  Thought 
Christians       often    forget  th5 
everyone  needs  friends.  Many  of  O  j 
friends  would  be  only  too  hapjj 
to  be  introduced  to  Jesus. 

SATURDAY,  DECEMBER  7 

Scripture  Reading- -Genesis  1:1 

25 

A  Wise  Child 
When  someone  told  Dr.  Emmol 
little  daughter  that  the  moon  w 
made  of  green  cheese,  she  went 
her  father  about  it.  But  the  wise  o 
man  told  her  to  go  and  read,  a 
find  out.   She  went  to  her  Bible,  a 
soon  came  back  in  triumph,  and  sa 
the  moon  was  not  made  of  gre 
cheese,  for  the  Bible  said  that  til 
moon  was  made  the  fourth  day,  a) 
the    cows  were  not  made  till  tl 
sixth  day,  and  so  the  moon  coil 
not  have  been  made  of  green  cheeSi 

(Continued  on  Page  15) 
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QUESTIONS 
BIBLE  ANSWERS 

Conducted  by  J.  P.  BARROW 

Route  1,  Box  475,  LaGrange,  North  Carolina  28551 


■  Question:  In  the  light  of  "But  I 
puld  have  you  know,  that  the  head 
I  every  man  is  Christ;  and  the  head 
I  the  woman  is  the  man;  and  the  head 
I  Christ  is  God"  (1  Corinthians  11: 
I,  would  it  be  wrong  for  a  wife  and 
■other  to  take  the  initiative  in  de- 
Ising  a  program  of  daily  activities 
I  the  home  that  would  give  a  special 
Ine  and  place  for  Bible  reading  and 
layer,  having  all  who  would  do  so 
Ike  part? 

■  Answer:  No,  I  do  not  think  so. 
mere  are  examples  given  in  the 
■ble  where,  when  a  man  having 
fcecial  responsibilities  under  the 
fcrd's  guidance,  failed  fully  to  at- 
Ihd  to  his  duties,  the  woman  next 
I  line  also  being  able  to  fill  the 
■ace,  filled  it,  receiving  honor  and 
•claim  from  God. 

iOne  such  may  be  seen  in  the  ac- 
l/ities  of  Deborah  and  Barak.  When 
■ftd  sent  Deborah,  a  prophetess,  to 
■11  Barak,  the  general  of  Israel's 
imed  forces,  how  to  prepare  for  war 
mth  Sisera,  the  captain  of  Jabin's 
•my,  a  Canaanitish  leader,  and  to 
:lhieve  complete  victory,  Barak  re- 
lied to  obey  these  instructions  un- 
lss  Deborah  went  with  him;  so  she 
lint  with  him,  and  God  gave  the  vie - 
••y  to  a  woman.   "And  she  sent  and 
llled  Barak  the  son  of  Abinoam  out 
•Kedesh  -  napht ali ,  and  said  unto  him , 
1th  not  the  LORD  God  of  Israel  com- 
rinded,  saying,  Go  and  draw  toward 
'■Hint  Tabor,  and  take  with  thee  ten 
t)usand  men  of  the  children  of  Naph- 
li  and  of  the  children  of  Zebulon? 
d  I  will  draw  unto  thee  to  the  river 
shon  Sisera,  the  captain  of  Jabin's 
ny,  wi  th  his  chariot  sand  his  multi- 
le;  and  I  will  deliver  him  into  thine 
id.      nd  Barak  said  unto  her,  If 
u  wilt  go  with  me,  then  I  will  go; 

if  thou  wilt  not  go  with  me,  then 
vill  not  go.    And  she  said,  I  will 
-ely  go  with  thee:  notwithstanding 
ia:    journey  that  thou  takest  shall  not 
b  for  thine  honour;  for  the  LORD 
sill  sell  Sisera  into  the  hand  of  a 
•man.  And  Deborah  arose,  and  went 
"wh   Barak  to  Kedesh.   .   .   .  And 
Iborah  said  unto  Barak,  Up;  for  this 
is  the  day  in  which  the  LORD  hath 


delivered  Sisera  into  thine  hand:  is 
not  the  LORD  gone  out  before  thee?  So 
Barak  went  down  from  mount  Tabor, 
and  ten  thousand  men  after  him.  And 
the  LORD  discomfited  Sisera,  and  all 
his  chariots,  and  all  his  host,  with  the 
edge  of  the  sword  before  Barak;  so 
that  Sisera  lighted  down  off  his 
chariot,  and  fled  away  on  his  feet. 
But  Barak  pursued  after  the  chariots, 
and  after  the  host  unto  Harosheth  of 
the  Gentiles:  and  all  the  host  of  Sisera 
fell  upon  the  edge  of  the  sword;  and 
there  was  not  a  man  left.  .  .  .  And 
Jael  went  out  to  meet  Sisera,  and 
said  unto  him,  Turn  in,  my  lord,  turn 
in  to  me;  fear  not.  And  when  he  had 
turned  in  unto  her  into  the  tent,  she 
covered  him  with  a  mantle  .  .  .  Then 
Jael  Heber's  wife  took  a  nail  of  the 
tent,  and  took  a  hammer  in  her  hand, 
and  went  softly  unto  him,  and  smote 
the  nail  into  his  temples,  and  fastened 
it  into  the  ground:  for  he  was  fast 
asleep  and  weary.  So  he  died.  .  .  . 
And  the  hand  of  the  children  of  Israel 
prospered,  and  prevailed  against 
Jabin  the  king  of  Canaan,  until  they 
had  destroyed  Jabin  king  of  Canaan" 
(Judges  4:6-9,  14-16,  18,  21,  24); 
"She  put  her  hand  to  the  nail,  and  her 
right  hand  to  the  workmen's  hammer; 
and  with  the  hammer  she  smote 
Sisera,  she  smote  off  his  head,  when 
she  had  pierced  and  stricken  through 
his  temples .  At  her  feet  he  bowed,  he 
fell,  he  lay  down:  at  her  feet  he 
bowed,  he  fell:  where  he  bowed,  there 
he  fell  down  dead.  .  .  .  And  the  land 
had  rest  forty  years"  (Judges  5:26, 
27,  31). 

The  coordinated  efforts  of  two 
women  working  fearlessly  in  har- 
mony with  the  will  and  directions  of 
God  rendered  His  enemies  helpless, 
bringing  peace  and  tranquility  to 
God's  people  forty  years.  Were  we 
all  so  fearlessly  obedient  that  all 
might  be  accomplished  for  the  cause 
of  His  eternal  kingdom. 

Esther  is  another  example  of  how 
God  used  a  woman  to  accomplish  an 
unusual  feat.  When  Haman  had 
tricked  the  Medo -Persian King  Ahas- 
uerus  in  signing  a  decree  that  could 
not  be  altered  and  she  was  told  of  it, 


she  went  into  the  presence  of  the  king 
at  a  time  when  it  would  have  brought 
her  immediate  execution  if  the  king 
had  failed  to  hold  cut  his  golden 
sceptre.  The  decree  gave  Haman  the 
privilege  of  executing  all  the  Jews, 
Esther's  people.  So  when  she,  being 
both  a  Jewess  and  the  queen,  heard  of 
it  she  called  upon  all  to  pray  saying, 
"Then  Esther  bade  them  return  Mor- 
decai  this  answer,  Go,  gather  to- 
gether all  the  Jews  that  are  present 
in  Shushan,  and  fast  ye  for  me,  and 
neither  eat  nor  drink  three  days ,  night 
or  day;  I  also  and  my  maidens  will 
fast  likewise;  and  so  will  I  go  in  unto 
the  king,  which  is  not  according  to  the 
law:  and  if  I  perish,  I  perish.  So 
Mordecai  went  his  way,  and  did  ac- 
cording to  all  that  Esther  had  com- 
manded him"  (Esther  4:15-17); 
"Now  it  came  to  pass  on  the  third  day, 
that  Esther  put  on  her  royal  apparel, 
and  stood  in  the  inner  court  of  the 
king's  house,  over  against  the  king's 
house:  and  the  king  sat  upon  his  roy- 
al house,  over  against  the  gate  of  the 
house.  And  it  was  so,  when  the  king 
saw  Esther  the  queen  standing  in  the 
court,  that  she  obtained  favour  in  his 
sight:  and  the  king  held  out  to  Esther 
the  golden  sceptre  that  was  in  his 
hand.  So  Esther  drew  near,  and 
touched  the  top  of  the  sceptre.  Then 
said  the  king  unto  her,  What  wilt  thou, 
queen  Esther?  and  what  is  thy  re- 
quest? it  shall  be  even  given  thee  to 
the  half  of  the  kingdom"  (Esther  5: 
1-3);  "Then  Esther  the  queen  an- 
swered and  said,  If  I  have  found  favour 
in  thy  sight,  O  king,  and  if  it  please 
the  king,  let  my  life  be  given  me  at 
my  petition,  and  my  people  at  my  re- 
quest: ...  So  they  hanged  Haman  on 
the  gallows  that  he  had  prepared  for 
Mordecai.  Then  was  the  king's  wrath 
pacified"  (Esther  7:3,  10);  "On  that 
day  did  the  king  Ahasuerus  give  the 
house  of  Haman  the  Jews'  enemy  unto 
Esther  the  queen.  And  Mordecai 
came  before  the  king;  for  Esther  had 
told  what  he  was  unto  her.  And  the 
king  took  off  his  ring  which  he  had 
taken  from  Haman,  and  gave  it  unto 
Mordecai.  And  Esther  set  Mordecai 
over  the  house  of  Haman"  (Esther  8: 
1,  2);  "But  when  Esther  came  before 
the  king,  he  commanded  by  letters 
that  his  wicked  device,  which  he  de- 
vised against  the  Jews,  should  return 
upon  his  own  head,  and  that  he  and  his 
sons  should  be  hanged  on  the  gallows" 
(Esther  9:25). 

She  did  not  perish  because  God  who 
controls  all  such  affairs  was  watching 
her  with  His  protective  hand.  Will  He 
not  go  before  all  His  sheep  when  He 
putteth  them  forth?  That  is  what 
Jesus  promises  in  John  10:4.  He 
further  says,  which  applies  to  all  sex 

(Continued  on  Page  14) 
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West  Hillsborough  Mission 
Reports  Progress 

The  Rev.  Grayson  Spencer,  pastor 
of  the  West  Hillsborough  Free  Will 
Baptist  Mission,  reports  six  new  de- 
cisions for  Christ  in  their  recent  re- 
vival in  which  the  Rev.  Noah  Brown 
was  the  guest  minister. 


West  Hillsborough  Mission  Revival 


Members  of  the  Northern  Free 
Will  Baptist  Church,  along  with  Mr. 
Harry  Brown,  their  pastor,  visited 
during  the  revival  and  helped  out  in 
doing  some  repair  work  on  the  West 
Hillsborough  building. 


Work  Progressing  on  West  Hills- 
borough Building 


Mr.  Spencer  is  very  enthusiastic 
about  the  work  in  his  mission  and 
states  that  he  is  glad  that  God  is 
allowing  him  to  be  a  part  of  some- 
thing that  he  knows  to  be  good. 


Home  Missions 
Report  Progress 


Pictured  above  are  the  members 
of  the  Victory  Free  Will  Baptist 
Mission  in  Hope  Mills,  and  the  East- 
wood Free  Will  Baptist  Mission  in 
Fayetteville,  who  shared  in  a  bap- 
tismal service  recently  with  their 
mother  church,  the  Eastwood  Free 
Will  Baptist  Church  of  Fayetteville. 

These  two  missions  are  doing  very 
well.  The  Rev.  Al.  Markuson,  pastor 
of  the  Victory  mission,  states  that 
there  have  been  twenty -five  new  de- 
cisions for  Christ  during  the 
mission's  first  nineteen  months  of 
service.  The  Rev.  Alton  Howard, 
pastor  of  the  Eastwood  mission,  re- 
ports eight  new  decisions  for  Christ 
during  the  mission's  first  six  months 
of  service. 


Henderson  Mission 


Interior  of  Henderson  Mission 


The  Rev.  Stanley  Slaughter,  pas 
tor  of  the  Westwood  Hill's  Free  Wi! 
Baptist  Mission  at  Henderson,  re 
ports  that  the  mission  is  progress 
ing  very  well  and  they  are  happy  t 
have  a  mission  established  there 
The  building  is  built  on  a  nine 
acre  plot  of  land  in  the  Westwod 
Hills  development  area  and  is  th 
first  and  only  church  in  this  immed 
ate  area. 


Churches  and  Minister 
Available 

(Note:  This  col  ulna  is  provided,  wi' 
needed,  for  any  church  that  is  seeking! 
pastor  and  for  any  minister  who  is  seek! 
a  church  to  serve  and  would  like  to  g 
such  notice  Please  send  the  necessary 
formation  to  ihe  editor  of  "The  Free  H 
Baptist."  Each  notice  will  run  for  two 
sues  oaly.) 


The  Rev.  T.  B.  Harding  announce! 
that  he  is  available  to  full-time  pasl 
toral  work  and  revivals.  Anyorj 
desiring  his  services  may  conta( 
him  by  writing  P.  O.  Box  32] 
Startex,  South  Carolina  29377;  tel6 
phone  (803)  439-8825.  Further  in 
formation  may  be  obtained  by  cor 
tacting  the  Rev.  Johnnie  Bullmai 
Wilson,  North  Carolina. 


The  Rev.  Fred  W.  Bates  Jr.,, 
member  of  the  Albemarle  Cor 
ference,  announces  that  after  a  yeari 
work  in  West  Virginia  he  is  nowbai 
in  Virginia  Beach,  Virginia,  further 
ing  his  ministerial  education  at  th 
Tabernacle  Baptist  Bible  Institutt 
He  states  that  he  is  available  fc 
weekend  services  and  revival  worH 
Anyone  desiring  his  services  ma 
contact  him  by  writing  981  Oak  Fore: 
Court,  Virginia  Beach,  Virgini 
23462;  telephone  424-4931. 


The  Rev.  Joseph  A.  Lehmann, 
member  of  the  Central  Confereno 
announces  that  he  is  available  ft 
pastoral  services  on  the  second  ai 
fourth  Sundays  of  the  month.  F( 
information  concerning  Mr.  Lehmai 
you  may  contact  the  Rose  of  Shan 
church,  Piney  Grove  church  of  Beai 
fort  County,  or  King's  Cross  Roa< 
church.  Any  church  desiring  h 
services  may  contact  him  by  writii 
407  E.  Church  Street,  Farmvill 
North  Carolina  27828;  telephone  75.' 
3527. 


Giving  thanks  is  a  course  frc 
which  we  never  graduate. 


6 


THE  FREE  WILL  BAPTC 


GJJlGUl£JJ|£JJ|[=JJI[?JJ 


MOUNT  OLIVE  COLLEGE 


i 
1 

1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 


Music  Department  to 
Pres  ent 


On  Tuesday,  December  3,  at  8  p.m.,  the  music  department  of  Mount  Olive 
dllege  will  present  its  annual  presentation  of  selections  from  the  Christ  - 
nas  portion  of  George  F.  Handel's  "The  Messiah." 

Soloist  will  include  Cecelia  Avery,  Beth  Caughron,  Sharlene  Creech,  Terr> 
-egget,  and  Eugene  Slocumb. 

The  college  staff  and  students  cordially  invite  you  to  worship  with  them  in 
he  first  major  concert  to  be  held  in  the  Rogers  Chapel  on  the  campus  of 
Mount  Olive  College. 


RIGHTLY  DIVIDING 

Each  of  us  has  his  own  religious 
philosophy;  each  his  own  standards; 
each  his  own  belief  in  what  the  Bible 
teaches  and  what  is  God's  desire. 

There  are  some  who  believe  whole  - 
heartedly  that  smoking  is  a  sin. 
Since  the  Attorney  General's  state- 
ment that  smoking  is  harmful  to 
health,  advocates  of  the  tobacco  in- 
dustry proudly  display  bumper  stick- 
ers: "Enjoy  Tobacco  Products." 
But  we  Christians  through  the  tobacco 
belt  don't  classify  smoking  as  a  sin. 
It  is  something  that  is  better  left 
off,  but  it  just  isn't  convenient  for  us 
to  call  it  a  "sin." 

There  are  some  who  set  great 
store  in  wearing  apparel.  Even  in 
our  small  city  you  can  distinguish 
some  religious  denominations  by  the 
mode  of  dress.  A  devoted  Christian 
friend  of  mine  doesn't  wear  any 
makeup  and  she  believes  that  the 
Bible  says  it  is  a  sin  for  a  woman  to 
cut  her  hair.  I  don't  know  how  long 
her  natural  hair  really  is  because  she 
wears  a  very  stylishly  cut -short  wig 
over  it.  That  way  you  can  bypass 
sin  and  look  stylish  at  the  same  time. 

There  are  those  who  believe  a  per  - 
son  who  pulls  a  trigger  or  takes 
an  overdose,  ending  his  life,  can't 
possibly  get  by  Saint  Peter  at  the 
Golden  Gate.  But  what  about  my 
violating  the  doctor's  orders  not  to 
drink  that  soft  drink  or  eat  that 
piece  of  carrot  cake,  knowing  it  is 
harmful  to  my  health,  thus  probably 
shortening  my  stay  on  earth?  Just 
because  theirs  was  sudden,  does  that 
make  it  more  sin  than  killing  your- 
self gradually?  Aren't  we  all  guilty 
of  abusing  our  bodies  which  are  the 
temples  of  the  Lord? 

In  our  claims  to  Bible  authority 
and  our  direct  line  to  God  himself 
for  answers  and  guidance,  as  a  whole, 
we  as  individuals  make  Him  look 
rather  contradictory  and  wishy- 
washy. 

As  confusing  as  we  church  people 
have  made  religion,  it's  a  great 
miracle  that  we  can  reach  any  for 
Christ.  As  a  Christian,  can  you  see 
the  great  responsibility  we  carry  to 
"rightly  divide  the  word  of  truth"? 

Before  we  profound  with  authority 
we  had  better  be  sure  we're  in  God's 
will.  If  there  are  great  sins  and  small 
sins,  I  believe  ranking  among  the 
greatest  is  twisting  God's  Word  to  get 
Our  personal  views  across. 
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By  W.  E.  JOHNSON 


"Giving  thanks  always  for  all  things  unto  God 
and  the  Father  in  the  name  of 
our  Lord  Jesus  Christ,"  Ephesians  5:20. 


IN  A  LAND  OF  SIN,  turmoil,  and  confusion,  we, 
the  American  people  of  our  day,  have 
much  for  which  to  be  thankful.  I  would  like  to 
mention  a  few  of  the  things  that  most  of  us  have  for 
which  to  be  grateful.  Too  many  of  us,  I  fear, 
only  give  thanks  on  the  national  day  of 
Thanksgiving,  but  we  have  so  much  in  everyday  life 
for  which  we  should  thank  God. 


mE  Should  Be  Thankful  for  Our  Nation.  As  indi- 
viduals in  America  we  are  unduly  blessed  with  op- 
portunities and  privileges  that  other  people  on  earth 
do  not  have.  We  have  the  freedom  to  worship  without 
interference  or  dictation  and  the  right  to  think  and 
speak  as  we  choose.  Even  the  poorest -born  person 
should  lift  his  head  and  thank  God  that  he  is  privileged 
to  live  in  the  land  of  -ih?  free  -  -  the  land  of  blessings.  We 
should  thank  God  for  our  daily  bread  and  the  standard 
of  living  that  has  been  provided  for  us  in  this  nation 
of  ours.  People  behind  the  Iron  Curtain  and  in  poverty- 
stricken  and  disease -infested  lands  would  be  only  too 
thankful  if  they  could  have  even  the  crumbs  of  our 
tables  and  enjoy  just  a  small  portion  of  the  many 
things  that  we  enjoy  in  America  today.  "When  thou 
hast  eaten  and  art  full,  then  thou  shalt  bless  the  LORD 
thy  God  for  the  good  land  which  he  hath  given  thee" 
(Deuteronomy  8:10).  "Enter  into  his  gates  with  thanks- 
giving, and  into  his  courts  with  praise:  be  thank- 
ful    unto  him,  and  bless    his   name"  (Psalm  100:4). 

We  Should  Be  Thankful  for  Our  Homes.  The  home 
may  be  just  a  hut;  but  it  is  a  home  if  there  is  a 
welcome ,  a  mother's  love,  a  father's  care,  a  place  to 
rest  tired  bodies  and  to  enjoy  privacy  and  the  com- 
forts of  life.  It  is  a  place  where  we  can  read  God's 
Word  and  feast  upon  the  heavenly  manna  that  He 
has  left  us  in  the  Holy  Scriptures.  It  is  a  place  to 
pray  and  meditate  upon  the  things  that  revive  our 
souls,  and  a  place  where  we  can  teach  our  children 


to  respect  and  believe  in  God.  Each  day  I  thank  Got 
for  a  Christian  home;  a  lovely  wife  that  has  know 
and  served  God  in  the  church  since  she  was  elever 
years  of  age;  and  for  three  children  that  respec 
God  and  have  accepted  Him  as  their  personal  Saviour 
Home  joys  are  the  most  delightful  afforded  to  man 
and  the  joy  of  parents  in  their  children  is  the  mos 
holy  joy  of  humanity.  It  has  been  said  that  the  hom 
is  the  greatest  university  that  the  world  affords,  an 
the  Bible  is  the  greatest  textbook. 

We  Should  Be  Thankful  for  Our  Health.  One  onl 
has  to  visit  the  hospitals,  the  sanitoriums,  the  asylums! 
and  so  forth,  to  appreciate  good  health.  Many  of  u| 
take  it  for  granted  that  we  are  well  and  do  not  stoj 
and  give  God  praise.  Of  course,  if  God  heals  us  of  som; 
serious  illness  we  praise  Him  and  testify  to  that  healj 
ing,  but  we  do  not  take  time  to  thank  God  for  keep) 
ing  us  well.  After  all,  all  good  things  come  froi 
above;  so  let  us  thank  God  for  health  and  for  strengt 
to  live  and  serve  Him  in  this  present  world. 

We  Should  Be  Thankful  for  Our  Church.  It  is  God' 
house,  a  habitation  of  God  through  the  Spirit.  Whe 
Solomon  dedicated  the  temple,  he  prayed,  "If  th 
people  sin  against  thee  and  are  taken  away  intl 
captivity;  and  if  they  pray  with  their  face  towarl 
this  house,  hear  thou  from  heaven  and  deliver  them.' 
We  should  be  thankful  for  our  church.  It  is  the  placj 
where  the  Word  of  God  is  preached,  the  power  of  Goij 
is  manifested,  and  the  love  of  God  is  revealed  to  Hi 
children.    It  is  a  place  where  we  can  testify  and  prais 
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jod  for  the  blessings  that  He  has  given  us  day  by 
lay,  and  worship  Him  according  to  the  dictates  of  our 
consciences.  It  is  the  place  where  our  children  are  dedi- 
cated to  God  and  taught  the  ways  of  eternal  life  and 
;alvation;  where  their  marriage  vows  are  spoken,  and 
ihere  we  take  our  dead  to  pay  the  last  homage  and 
fespect  to    them    in  this  life;  and  where  our  hopes 
[re  built  up  on  seeing  them  in  a  world  without  end. 
,Ve,  as  Christians,  should  pledge  ourselves  to  attend- 
ing its  services  and  supporting  it  with  our  prayers  and 
■finance.    After  all,  most  of  us  found  God  in  the  church. 
In  my  heart  I    am    deeply  grateful  to  God  for  His 
Ifhurch.      I  am  grateful  that  I  am  a  minister  in  the 
fhurch.    People    may  criticize  it  and  say  that  they 
Believe  in  religion  but  not  in  the  church,  but  people  that 
Inake  this  assertion  have  not  taken  into  account  the 
jjiany  things  that  the  church  has  to  offer  and  the  privi- 
leges  that   we   have   as  members  of  God's  church. 
I  We  Should  Be  Thankful  for  Our  Hope  of  Eternal  Life. 
Waul  said,  "If  in  this  life  only  we  have  hope,  we  would 
lie  of  all  men  most  miserable."  It  would  be  a  sad  thing 
If  when  we  buried  our  loved  ones  we  were  telling  them 
lood-by  for  all  time  and  eternity;  but  thank  God,  one 
lay  He  made  provision  through  His  Son  for  life  after 
Ihis  earthly  life.    While  we  were  sinners  Christ  died 
|pr  us  and  has  given  us  the  hope  of  eternal  life.  I  am 
lhankful  for  that  hope.    "For  I  know  that  my  redeemer 
laveth,  and  that  he  shall  stand  at  the  latter  day  upon 
Ihe  earth:     And  though  after  my  skin  worms  destroy 
Ihis  body,  yet  in  my  flesh  shall  I  see  God"  (Job  19:25, 
i|6).  I  would  like  to  close  this  little  article  with  a  prayer 
ly  George  Herbert  which  I  trust  will  be  your  prayer,  too, 
lit  this  Thanksgiving  time. 

jirhou  that  hast  given  so  much  to  me, 

Ifjive  one  thing  more- -a  grateful  heart; 

Mot  thankful  when  it  pleaseth  me, 

'iks  if  Thy  blessings  had  spare  days; 

J3ut  such  a  heart,  whose  pulse  may  be  Thy  praise. 

--Church  of  God  Evangel. 


eliaiiksijiuiiuj  Dai; 

-  -  1 3  n 

by  Mrs.  Hazel  Casey 

We  take  so  many  things  for  granted 

As  we  go  our  way  each  day: 
Our  policemen,  sheriff's  department, 

Rescue  workers,  and  our  American  way 
Also  the  house  we  live  in 

And  the  food  we  all  eat; 
The  fuel  to  keep  us  warm 

And,  yes,  our  bills  to  meet. 


Life  is  such  a  challenge, 

And  we  must  accept  it  so. 
We  must  live  each  day  the  fullest 

As  we  continue  to  show 
We  are  proud  of  our  nation, 

Our  town,  our  freedom  to  choose; 
We  must  use  these  blessings  well, 

Or  all  these  we  are  sure  to  lose. 


Freedom  of  choice  we  experience 

In  our  beloved  country  today; 
While  others  have  fallen  into  dictatorship 

And  are  held  in  sin's  sway. 
The  rule  of  the  communist  movement 

Is  sweeping  the  world  in  great  grasp; 
Country  after  country  they  conquer 

And  work  always  to  last. 


SAY  SO 

Does  a  neighbor  help  a  little, 
As  along  the  way  you  go  -  - 

Help  to  make  your  burden  lighter? 
Then  why  not  tell  him  so! 

Does  a  handclasp  seem  to  lift  you 
From  the  depth  of  grief  and  woe, 

When   an   old   friend   shares  your 
sorrow? 
Then  why  not  tell  him  so! 

Does  your  heavenly  Father  give  you 
Many  blessings  here  below? 

Then  on  bended  knees  before  Him 
Frankly,  gladly,  tell  Him  so! 

--Geraldine  Searfoss. 


r 


Thank  God  today  for  America 

And  all  the  blessings  we  enjoy. 
May  we  think  of  the  Pilgrim  fathers 

Who  came  to  our  land  to  explore. 
And,  lo,  America  they  found 

With  untold  resources  everywhere; 
A  land  where  opportunity  abound, 

And  food  with  plenty  to  spare. 


May  we  all  be  thankful  for  health, 

Doctors,  nurses,  and  hospitals  too; 
They  are  all  a  part  of  America, 

A  land  of  plenty,  it's  true. 
Let  us  thank  God  for  the  freedom 

To  worship  as  we  choose; 
May  we  use  all  these  privileges, 

Or  someday  these  we  may  lose. 


Our  freedom  of  choice  may  we  use 

On  this  Thanksgiving,  1974. 
May  we  seek  to  serve  our  God 

And  serve  our  fellowman  more. 
May  we  show  our  love  for  freedom 

And  let  the  freedom  bells  ring; 
Let's  join  in  "God  Bless  America,' 

As  loud  as  our  voices  can  sing. 
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Free  Will  Baptist  Children's  Home 

($<j$^%  ^  Christian  Home  for  Boys  and  Girls" 

y      Minni.F.si'.x,  north  Carolina  27557 

MR.  SAMMY  WEEKS,  Superintendent  -  Phone  (919)235-4079 


Linen  Showers 

Several  churches  have  responded 
to  our  request  for  linens  by  having 
linen  showers  for  us.  One  such 
church  group  was  the  Styron  Sunday 
School  Class  of  Pine  Level  Free  Will 
Baptist  Church.  This  group  is  shown 
in  the  picture  as  they  were  unload- 
ing their  gifts.  In  addition  to  linens, 
they  brought  an  $80  contribution  also. 


Other  churches  or  church  groups 
who  have  held  linen  showers  for 
the  Children's  Home  are  as  follows: 
AFCs  and  YFAs  of  Oak  Grove  Free 
Will  Baptist  Church,  Vanceboro; 
Piney  Grove  Woman's  Auxiliary, 
Kenly;  Marlboro  Free  Will  Baptist 
Church,  Farmville;  Little  Rock  Free 
Will  Baptist  Church,  Lucama,  Reedy 
Branch  Free  Will  Baptist  Church, 
Winterville ;  and  First  Free  Will  Bap  - 
tist  Church  of  Goldsboro. 

We  humbly  thank  these  churches 
and  church  groups  for  responding 
so  generously  to  our  call  for  these 
much  needed  linens. 


Thanksgiving  Came  Early 

What  a  delightful  surprise  the 
Children's  Home  received  on  Satur- 
day, November  17.  In  the  afternoon, 


the  Rev.  and  Mrs.  James  Lupton  and 
several  church  members  of  the  Plea- 
sant Grove  Free  Will  Baptist  Church 
of  Pikeville  came  and  brought  a 
unique  offering  to  us.  This  offering 
was  a  turkey  made  out  of  a  pumpkin 
with  $800  in  money  pinned  on  it. 

This  was  this  church's  Thanks- 
giving offering  for  the  Home  which 
they  had  received  during  their  church 
services  that  morning.  Shown  in  the 
picture  are  those  who  came  and  pre- 
sented the  "money  turkey." 


We're  so  very  grateful  to  the  Plea- 
sant Grove  church  for  their  faithful- 
ness in  helping  the  Home.  We  sin- 
cerely thank  each  member  for  his 
part  in  making  this  early  Thanks- 
giving possible. 


Visiting  Groups 

Recently  a  visiting  group  from  the 
Mt.  Tabor  Free  Will  Baptist  Church 
at  Creswell  came  to  the  Home  to 
present  a  $300  gift  to  us.  The  check 
was  presented  to  Mr.  Weeks  by  the 
YFA  treasurer,  Miss  Pam  Brabble. 
This  gift  was  from  the  YFAs  who 
raised  this  money  through  bake  sales 
and  gospel  singings.  Miss  Brabble 
was  accompanied  by  the  pastor  and 
his  wife,  the  Rev.  and  Mrs.  Bill 
Lilliton. 

On  Sunday,  November  10,  the  May's 
Chapel  Free  Will  Baptist  Church  bus 
of  Dudley  arrived  on  campus  with 
their  pastor,  the  Rev.  Billy  Jordan, 
and  about  forty  church  members  in 
it.  They  were  escorted  throughout 
the  campus  by  the  superintendent. 
Prior  to  their  departure,  they  pre- 
sented the  Home  with  a  $100  con- 
tribution. 


On  Thursday  evening,  November 
14,  the  YFAs    from  Spring  Branch 
Free  Will  Baptist  Church  near  Wal- 
stonburg  visited  the  Home.  There 
were  nineteen  young  people  and  their 
leader,    Mrs.    Janice    Dail.  Theyj 
visited  throughout  the  campus,  played! 
games  in  the  recreation  center,  and: 
presented  a  $25  gift  to  the  Home  be- 
fore their  departure. 

On  Saturday  morning,  November 
16,  the  youth  group  of  Snow  Hill  Free 
Will  Baptist  Church  near  Mount  Olive 
visited  the  Home.  As  one  can  see  in 
the  picture,  there  was  a  bus  full  of 
young  people- -about  thirty -five. 
Their  pastor,  the  Rev.  Bobby  Taylor, 
and  several  other  adults  accompanied 
the  youth.  They  brought  $198.06  in 
cash  offerings  and  presented  it  to 
Mr.  Sam  Weeks.  The  group  spent 
several  hours  visiting  each  of  the' 
cottages  on  campus. 


vember  16,  the  youth  group  (YFAs); 
of  Saratoga  Free  Will  Baptist  Church' 
came  to  the  home  and  served  refresh-; 
ments  for  all  the  children  and  staff.! 
After  the  refreshments,  they  visited 
in  several  of  the  cottages  on  campus  J 
The  staff  and  children  of  the! 
Children's  Home  appreciate  the. 
visits  made  by  each  of  the  above' 
named  groups.  We  sincerely  thank1 
each  of  you  for  your  help  in  meet- 
ing the  needs  of  this  Home. 


PRESS  AND  BOOKSTORES 
CLOSED 

The  Free  Will  Baptist  Press 
Foundation  and  the  Ayden  Bible  and 
Bookstore,  along  with  the  Smithfield, 
New  Bern,  and  Wilson  Bible  and 
Bookstores,  will  be  closed  Thursday, 
November  28,  in  observance  ol 
Thanksgiving  Day.  They  will  all  bf 
opened  for  business  Friday,  Novem- 
ber 29,  at  the  regular  hours.  Than! 
you. 

I 

If  you  have  nothing  to  be  thank- 
ful for,  make  up  your  mind  that  there): 
is  something  wrong  with  you. 
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Unmitigated 


by  the  Rev.  R.  P.  Horns 


Words  Not  Associated  With  Heaven 


Scriptural  Basis:   "...  The  Mas- 
r  is  come,  and  calleth  for  thee" 
John  11:28). 
The  Master  came  all  the  way  from 
eaven  where  all  is  peace,  joy,  and 
appiness  to  this  sin-cursed  earth  to 
all  us  to  salvation.  This  means  that 
ye  are  lost  and  in  need  of  salvation, 
flan  does  not  know  this  unless  some - 
ne  tells  him  or  he  stumbles  upon  it 
irough  nature.  Many  heathens  have 
een  saved  because  they  saw  God  in 
le  acts  of  nature  and  through  the 
lory  of  created  things  in  the  world. 
Jut  God  not  only  calls  through  nature; 
le  calls  through  the  gospel  message, 
nd    this    message    is  preached 
hroughout  the  world. 
Jesus  calls  the  thirsty  to  salvation. 
.  .  If  any  man  thirst,  let  him  come 
linto  me,  and  drink"    (John  7:37). 
prirst  comes  physically  because  the 
fluid  known  as  water  has  become 
fecarce  in  our  bodies.  The  need  for 
(juenching  it  bears  down  on  us  until  a 
Jpew  supply  has  been  supplied.  Spirit- 
ual thrist  can  be  more  drastic,  and 
Ian  be  satisfied  only  by  coming  to  the 
only    source    which  is  Christ  for 
spiritual    quenching.    There  is  no 
bther  source.     Jesus  supplies  the 
|iving  water  which  springs  up  as  a 
well  in  one's  soul  and  supplies  him 
with  all  his  needs,  even  into  eternal 
life. 

I  The  Master  not  only  calls  the  thirs  - 
ty  to  salvation,  but  He  calls  the  hun- 
gry to  salvation.  (Read  John6:50,  51.) 
Hunger  can  cause  death,  physically. 
We  know  this  is  true  because  it  is  no 
secret  and  it  is  reasonable  to  con- 
clude that  food  is  necessary  to  one's 
continued  health.  Food  for  the  body 
and  food  for  the  soul  make  sense. 
Die  sinner  and  the  ungodly  furnish  us 
with  a  daily  proof  that  spiritual  food 
is  needed,  and  that  without  it,  the 
poul  must  die. 

Jesus  said,  "I  am  the  bread  of  life" 
(John  6:48);  and,  "This  is  the  bread 


by  Mrs.  Royce  Matthews 
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The  answers  to  the  puzzle,  "Words  Not  Associated  with  Heaven,"  by 
Mrs.  Royce  Matthews,  are  circled  for  you  above.  As  usual  the  words  are 
spelled  forwards,  backwards,  vertical,  horizontal,  or  diagonal.  In  the 
remaining  letters  not  circled,  were  you  able  to  find  the  promise  Jesus 
gave   us   in   John   14:2?      The  promise  is,  "I  go  to  prepare  a  place." 


which  cometh  down  from  heaven,  that 
a  man  may  eat  thereof,  and  not  die" 
(John  6:50).  Men  have  tried  to  live  by 
bread  alone,  but  it  cannot  be  done.  We 
know  from  many  sources  that  God  will 
not  let  a  man  live  physically  without 
physical  food;  neither  can  man  sur- 
vive spiritually  without  soul  food. 

Finally,  the  Master  calls  all  who 
will  to  come  to  Him  for  salvation. 
There  is  to  be  the  exercise  of  the  will. 
This  means  that  God  will  save  all  who 
are  willing  to  be  saved.  But  how  about 
those  who  are  not  willing?  There  are 
some  who  live  with  the  idea  that  "it's 
none  of  my  business  if  a  sinner  goes 
to  hell."  The  only  physical  way  God 


has  to  reach  the  ungodly  is  through 
other  human  beings.  The  fruit  of  the 
Christian  is  another  Christian.  So 
then,  we  must  bring  forth  fruit  by 
presenting  Christ  to  the  unsaved  lest 
we  go  to  heaven  empty-handed.  We 
cannot  save  the  sinner,  but  we  can 
bring  him  to  Christ,  and  Christ  will 
save  him. 

Jesus  has  furnished  us  with  the 
tools  and  knowledge  to  deal  with  sin- 
ners. He  is  counting  on  us  to  use 
them  to  His  name's  honor  and  glory. 
Christian  workers  must  become  oc- 
cupied with  the  business  of  getting 
people  under  the  sound  of  the  gospel. 
So  be  it! 
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ST.  CLAIRE  BIBLE  CLAS$) 

THE   SUNDAY  >j£ 
SCHOOL  LESSOf^ 

FOR  DECEMBER  8 


PREPARING  THE  WAY 

Lesson  Text:  Matthew  3:1-12 
Memory  Verse:  Matthew  3:3 

I.  INTRODUCTION 

Suppose  during  or  about  the  year 
A.  D.  25  you  had  been  a  visitor 
or  a  tourist  traveling  through 
the  barren,  desert  regions  of  Judea, 
not  very  far  from  the  river  Jordan. 
If  you  had  moved  about  very  much 
you  might  have  encountered  one  of 
the  strangest  and  most  important  men 
who  ever  lived.  He  would  have  been 
dressed  differently  than  you,  and  his 
diet  might  have  been  somewhat  un- 
palatable to  you.  He  would  be  a 
coarse -looking  man  and,  at  first 
glance  at  him,  you  might  have  been 
afraid  of  him. 

But  you  would  have  had  no  need  to  be 
concerned  about  this  unusual  man,  for 
he  would  be  the  great  John  the  Bap- 
tist, the  forerunner  of  Jesus  Christ 
himself. 

The  Apostle  John  began  his  de- 
scription of  the  Baptist  (so  called 
because  he  baptized  people)  with  the 
words,  "There  was  a  man  sent  from 
God,  whose  name  was  John"  (John 
1:6).  How  beautiful!  And  if  he  were 
sent  from  God  there  could  have  been 
no  need  to  fear  him. 

The  parents  of  John  the  Baptist 
were  a  priest,  Zacharias,  and  his 
wif^,  Elisabeth.  They  were  very 
old  when  the  angel  Gabriel  prom- 
ised that  they  would  bear  a  child, 
and  Zacharias  found  it  hard  to  be- 
lieve. But  John  was  born  to  them 
and  in  later  life,  after  he  became  a 
man,  left  his  home  to  live  in  the 
ruggedness  of  the  Judean  deserts. 
We  shall  see  more  of  him  presently, 
but  let  us  state  now  that  his  pur- 
pose of  life,  under  God,  was  to  pre- 
pare the  way  for  the  coming  of  One 
far  greater  than  he. --The  Bible  Stu- 
dent (F.  W.  B.). 

II.  HINTS  THAT  HELP 

A.  It  has  been  said  that  God  gives 
us  what  we  are  prepared  to  re- 
ceive. Before  Jesus  came  to  the 
world,  John  the  Baptist  was  sent  to 
prepare  the  way  for  Him.  It  is 
possible  that  we  fail  to  receive  many 
blessings  in  our  individual  hearts  and 


in  our  churches  because  we  are  not 
prepared  to  receive  them? 

B.  A  good  topic  for  discussion 
in  any  group  in  your  church  would  be 
this:  What  can  we  do  in  our  church 
to  prepare  the  way  for  God  to  give 
us  a  real  blessing?  Do  not  be  sur- 
prised if  you  decide  that  there  has 
to  be  some  repenting  on  the  part  of 
church  members  before  God  will  give 
His  best  blessing. 

C.  John  the  Baptist  was  a  great 
man.  Jesus  spoke  about  his  great- 
ness. What  made  him  great?  We 
believe  that  one  of  the  things  that 
made  John  great  was  his  complete 
obedience  to  the  will  of  God  and  his 
complete  unselfishness.  After  he 
had  become  a  very  popular  preacher, 
he  was  willing  to  step  aside  and  let 
the  crowds  follow  someone  else  when 
Jesus  came  along.  How  many  preach- 
ers do  you  know  who  would  be  will- 
ing to  do  that? 

D.  John  the  Baptist  is  the  only 
man  in  all  the  Bible  who  seems  to 
be  part  of  the  Old  Testament  and 
part  of  the  New.  He  came  preaching 
in  the  tradition  of  the  prophets 
of  the  Old  Testament,  but  he  came 
to  introduce  Christ  of  the  New  Testa- 
ment. John  holds  this  unique  place 
in  all  the  Bible. 

E.  As  John  the  Baptist  was  sent 
to  prepare  the  way  for  the  coming 
of  Jesus,  every  soul  winner  prepares 
the  way  for  the  coming  of  Jesus  into 
the  hearts  of  those  to  whom  he  wit- 
nesses. How  much  are  you  doing  to 
prepare  the  way  for  the  coming  of 
Jesus  into  hearts? 

--The  Bible  Teacher  (F.  W.  B.). 

III.    ADDITIONAL  TRUTHS 

A.  "Our  minister  preached  a 
good  sermon  last  Sunday  morning. 
His  subject  was  'God  Is  Dead.'  That 
raised  some  eyebrows,  for  many  in 
his  congregation  are  rather  bitter 
about  the  radical  theologians  of  today 
who  are  bemoaning  the  death  of  God. 
But  he  didn't  have  much  of  anything 
to  say  about  the  radical  theologians: 
he  thought  them  not  worthy  of  much 
consideration,  and  he  turned  in  an- 
other direction.  .  .  . 

"  'Certainly,  God  is  dead,' he  said. 
'Not  as  the  teologicans  think- -but  as 
you  and  I  act.  A  theological  student 
in  Boston  was  arrested  the  other  day 


for  stealing  textbooks  on  divinity!  I 
survey  of  our  state  colleges  revealec 
that  eighty  percent  of  the  student! 
cheat  on  exams,  with  the  greatest  o 
ease.  The  father  of  a  grade -schoo 
boy  objected  to  his  son's  teacher  tha 
another  boy  was  stealing  his  boy's 
pencils,  and  it  should  be  stopped;  iv 
wasn't  the  pencils  that  were  im- 
portant, but  it  was  the  principle  o: 
the  thing;  he  brought  home  pencils! 
from  the  office  for  his  son  to  use- -al! 
he  needed!  Crowds  cheer  an  oustec 
United  State  Congressman  who  defie; 
the  law.  Certainly  God  is  dead  in  the' 
lives  of  all  these  people!  It  hurt 
There  was  a  lot  of  talk  about  it-- 
and  a  lot  of  guilty  consciences  talkec, 
too  much,  against  such  a  sermon.  .  . . 

"Wasn't  the  Baptist  telling  a  lotol 
people  that  God  was  dead  in  their 
living?  That  an  old  kingdom  of  hy- 
pocrisy and  bigotry  and  unworthy 
worship  was  dying,  and  that  they 
should  repent  of  it  all  and  get  ready 
for  a  new  kingdom,  which  was  'a? 
hand'?  Confess,  repent,  be  bap-1 
tized!  Flee  from  the  wrath  to  come,' 
you  generation  of  vipers!"' 
-  Tarbell's  Teacher's  Guide. 

B.  There  are  few  more  dramatic 
testimonials  to  the  power  of  preach- 
ing than  John's  experience  as  he 
heralded  the  coming  of  the  Messiah. 
The  wilderness  of  Judea  was  an  area 
remote  from  towns- -rugged,  bleak,; 
inhospitable. 

Into  this  area  came  the  rugged 
figure  of  the  rough -hewn  prophet' 
aflame  with  the  divine  compulsion 
of  his  message.  Earnest,  zealous,' 
intense,  utterly  committed  to  the 
truth  and  the  significance  of  his' 
message,  John  spoke  no  words  of 
flattering  smoothness  but  de-' 
nounced  the  peoples'  sins  even  as  he! 
announced  the  coming  of  God's  Mes- 
siah. People  were  convicted  by  his 
words  of  truth,  stirred  to  act.  He 
urged  them  to  prepare  their  lives' 
by  repentance  and  to  be  baptized. 
Soon  great  crowds  were  covering' 
the  rocks  and  hills  to  listen  to  him, 
and  long  lines  of  penitents  were 
winding  down  to  the  water  to  be  bap- 
tized. 

Authentic  preaching  contains  with- 
in it  the  power  of  God  as  it  pre- 
sents God's  good  news.  It  has  pleased 
God  by  "the  foolishness  of  preach- 
ing" to  save  great  multitudes  across 
the  centuries.  "Is  not  my  word 
like  as  a  fire?  saith  the  LORD;  and 
like  a  hammer  that  breaketh  the 
rock  in  pieces?"  (Jeremiah  23:29). 
Whether  it  was  Savonarola  preach- 
ing in  Florence,  Italy,  and  utterly 
transforming  it,  or  Luther  challeng- 
ing the  might  of  Rome,  or  John 
Knox  causing  Scottish  monarchs  to 

(Continued  on  Page  15) 
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S  TORIES 

for  our  youth 


TIMOTHY'S 
THANKSGIVING 

by  Dixie  Leaslett  Thompson 

n 

I  *  OUNT  your  blessings,  name 
U  them  one  by  one."  That's  the 
,way  the  song  went,  but  Stephen  didn't 
jfeel  like  singing.  All  through  prep- 
arations for  breakfast,  as  his 
Smother  hummed  softly  while  the 
bacon  sizzled,  he'd  wanted  to  shout, 
|"What  blessings?  Saying  good-bye 
to  Timothy,  just  because  Timothy 
had  been  unlucky  enough  to  be  born 
a  turkey?" 

Breakfast  over,  he  left  the  table 
abruptly  with  a  muttered,  "S'cuse 
please."  Listening  to  his  parents 
and  his  sister  talking  excitedly  about 
{tomorrow's  Thanksgiving  dinner  was 
Ijust  more  than  he  could  bear. 

Once  outside  in  the  crisp  Novem- 
ber air,  he  decided  he'd  have  to 
jtalk  this  over  with  his  parents.  He 
dreaded  their  reaction.  He  could 
[almost  hear  what  Dad  would  say. 
'"'You're  almost  fourteen,  and  you've 
lived  all  your  life  on  a  farm.  Surely 
^ou  know  by  now  that's  part  of  farm 
life." 

I  Oh,  yes,  Stephen  knew  all  about 
birth  and  death  as  part  of  farm  life. 
Hadn't  he  often  helped,  in  his  own 
i^mall  way,  with  the  butchering  of 
logs? 

i  But  somehow  this  was  different. 
Although  he  had  other  pets,  Stephen 
always    had  regarded  Timothy  as 
peculiarly  his  own,   because  he'd 
i  sound  him  wandering  in  the  woods 
ilvhen  he  was  very  tiny.    He'd  fed 
i  him  and  nursed  him  back  to  health 
although    everyone   else  said  he'd 
fiever    last    a    week.  Ever  since, 
pmothy  had  been  his  special  pride 
and  joy.     Now  he  was  full  grown, 
and  a  stronger,  healthier  bird  you'd 
never  want  to  see.    Even  Dad  ad- 
:  pitted  that. 

On  his  way  to  the  barn  to  start 
Inilking,   he  rehearsed  what  he'd 


say  to  his  mother.    He  dreaded  it, 
because  he  knew  she  would  consider 
him  childish. 

As  he  started  milking,  the  barn 
cat  scampered  behind  the  long  line 
of  cow  stalls,  full  of  shifting  backs 
and  moving  heads,  and  loud  with  the 
steady  munching  of  feed.  While  the 
first  squirts  of  milk  drummed  noisi - 
ly  into  the  empty  pail,  Stephen's 
mind  was  faraway,  planning  his 
arguments.  He  had  to  do  something. 
But  what? 

Suddenly  he  glimpsed  the  gaudy 
poster  hanging  on  the  barn  wall.  The 
turkey  shoot  this  afternoon!  Why 
hadn't  he  thought  of  it  before? 

If  only  I  can  get  Dad  to  wait,  he 
thought  hopefully .  If  they  both  went  to 
the  shoot,  surely  one  of  them  would 
have  a  chance.  Then  old  Timothy 
would  be  safe,  at  least  for  awhile. 

"But  you  can't  count  on  that,  Son," 
his  father  said  when  Stephen  told  him 
about  it.  "There'll  be  plenty  of 
better  shots  than  we  at  that  turkey 
shoot." 

"I'm  surprised  at  you,  Stevie," 
his  mother  said.  "You've  known  all 
along  we  couldn't  keep  Timothy  for- 
ever. He's  the  only  turkey  we  have, 
so  you  should  be  grateful  we  have  such 
a  fine,  healthy  bird  to  celebrate 
Thanskgiving  with,  instead  of  figuring 
out  ways  to  keep  him.  That's  what 
turkeys  are  for.    You  know  that." 

Stephen  felt  an  ache  of  tears  and 
couldn't  swallow.  Why  couldn't  they 
realize  this  was  just  too  sudden  for 
him?  It  was  only  time  he  needed 
now.  He  knew  he  couldn't  go  around 
mooning  over  a  turkey  forever.  He 
squirmed  uncomfortably  in  his  chair, 
knowing  his  father  was  watching  him. 

"Tell  you  what,  Stevie,"  Dad 
said,  after  a  lengthy  silence.  "We'll 
just  give  that  turkey  shoot  a  try, 
you  and  I.  We  just  might  pull  it 
off.  But,  even  if  we  do,  you'll  have 
to  get  used  to  the  idea  that  Timothy 
must  go  one  of  these  days." 

Stephen  felt  as  though  a  weight 
had  been  lifted  from  his  heart. 
Just  a  little  longer,  that's  all  he 
asked. 


Driving  out  to  the  fair  grounds, 
where  the  annual  turkey  shoot  was 
held,  Stephen  was  sure  his  wor- 
ries soon  would  be  over.  When  he 
saw  the  crowd  there,  he  wasn't 
so  positive.  He  hadn't  realized 
there 'd  be  quite  so  much  competi- 
tion. "But  Dad's  an  extra  good 
shot,"  he  told  himself  hopefully. 
"Even   if  I  miss,  Dad'll  make  it. 

As  they  lined  up  for  the  shoot, 
Stephen  was  surprised  to  see  their 
pastor,  Mr.  Dodd,  standing  next  to 
him.  Somehow  it  had  never  oc- 
curred to  him  that  their  minister 
would  know  how  to  handle  a  gun. 
But  he  wished  Dad  didn't  find  it 
necessary  to  explain  why  it  was  so 
important  for  them  to  "bag  a  bird." 
It  made  him  feel  like  a  small  boy 
who  had  to  be  humored. 

Mr.  Dodd  patted  his  shoulder  sym- 
pathetically. "I  know  just  how  you 
feel,  Stephen,"  he  said.  "It's  hard 
to  part  with  a  pet  like  that.  Don't 
be  too  tense,  and  you'll  have  just  as 
good  a  chance  as  any  of  us." 

Well,  as  long  as  Mr.  Dodd  had 
faith  in  him  and  understood  why  he 
was  upset,  he  didn't  feel  quite  so 
childish. 

"You  just  remember  everything 
I've  taught  you  about  handling  that 
gun  of  yours,"  warned  his  father. 
"Try  not  to  be  nervous." 

But  he  was.  Too  much  depended 
upon  this,  he  told  himself,  as  he 
missed  the  target's  center  for  the 
third  time.  At  this  rate,  he'd 
never  get  the  five  perfect  shots  in 
succession  necessary  to  win. 

"You're  not  concentrating 
enough,"  his  father  said. 

"I  can't  help  it,  Dad.  I'm  just 
too  excited,  I  guess.  I  can't  seem 
to  hold  the  trigger  steady." 

After  several  more  attempts, 
Stephen  had  to  admit  this  wasn't 
his  day.  "You  try,  Dad.  You're 
a  much  better  shot  than  I  am  any- 
way." 

But  this  didn't  seem  to  be  Dad's 
day  either.  Although  he  had  four 
perfect  hits  in  succession,  the  fifth 
missed  by  such  a  narrow  margin  a 
wave  of  disappointment  swept  through 
the  crowd  of  spectators.  Victory  had 
seemed  so  near! 

Although  they  both  tried  again,  they 
finally  had  to  give  up  and  start  for 
home.  "Those  cows  of  ours  still 
must  be  milked,"  Dad  reminded 
Stephen. 

All  the  way  home,  Stephen  made  up 
his  mind  not  even  to  think  about 
Timothy.  What  was  it  Mr.  Dodd 
had  said  only  last  Sunday  morning 
during  his  sermon?  Something  about 
the  Pilgrims.  He  decided  to  ask  his 
father  if  he  remembered. 

(Continued  on  Page  15) 
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"God's  Will":  Discernible  or  No? 

(Continued  from  Page  2) 

A  fourth  and  final  sign  is  possible  after  a  pathway  has  been  taken.  I  take 
a  day-by-day  mental  accounting  of  just  how  personally  satisfied  I  am.  I  do 
not  believe  that  God's  plan  for  anyone  leaves  no  way  out- -no  way  to  adjust  to 
circumstances  that  will  allow  one  to  attain  a  considerable  measure  of  calm 
and  serenity.  The  degree  of  serenity  that  one  desires  in  everyday  life  varies 
from  person  to  person;  I  personally  want  a  very  large  portion  of  that  subtle, 
almost  inexplicable,  quietness  within.  If  it  is  lacking,  day-by-day,  then  I  be- 
lieve that  God  would  have  me  seek  elsewhere  for  my  pathway. 

Again,  may  I  stress  that  these  "signs"  are  very  personal  ones.  An  older 
and  wiser  man  or  woman  might  have  a  very  different  list- -as  might  you.  Yet 
mine  stands  as  it  does  for  me- -at  this  juncture.  Might  you  assess  your  own? 


Living  Waters  to 
Hold  Missionary 
Conference 

Living  Waters  Free  Will  Baptist 
Church,  Route  2,  Pikeville,  will  hold 
its  first  annual  Faith -Promise  Mis- 
sionary Conference  on  Friday,  No- 
vember 29,  through  Sunday,  Dec- 
ember 1. 

A  number  of  missionaries  and  mis- 
sionary speakers  will  be  on  hand  to 
challenge  listeners  through  testi- 
monies, songs,  slides,  reports  from 
the  mission  fields,  and  the  preaching 
of  the  gospel.  The  theme  chosen  for 
the  conference  is,  "Till  the  Whole 
World  Knows."  The  purpose  of  the 
conference  is  to  broaden  the  vision 
and  increase  the  support  of  world- 
wide missions. 

The  Rev.  Harold  J.  Stevens,  veter- 
an missionary  to  South  Africa  for 
over  25  years,  will  head  up  the  list 
of  speakers.  Assisting  him  will  be 
our  own  director -treasurer  of  For- 
eign Missions,  the  Rev.  Joe  Ingram. 
The  Rev.  Sherwood  Lee,  returned 
missionary  from  the  Ivory  Coast, 
West  Africa,  will  also  be  present  to 
share  facts  concerning  his  work  with 
medical  doctor,  LaVerne  Miley,  as 
they  minister  in  a  primitive  area  of 
the  world.  Also  present  in  the 
conference  will  be  Miss  Lee  Nail, 
missionary  candidate  to  Salisbury, 
Rhodesia,  Africa;  Mr.  Bob  Tullman, 
candidate  scheduled  to  leave  for  East 
Asia  in  January,  1975;  and  Mr. 
Robert  Moye,  a  young  man  who  is 
presently  preparing  for  missionary 
service  in  East  Asia,  also. 

During  this  first  annual  missionary 
conference,  the  church  will  be  initia- 
ting the  Faith -promise  program  of 
missionary  giving.  A  faith -promise 
is  a  commitment  by  an  individual 
to  trust  God  for  a  certain  amount 
of  money,  over  and  above  his  tithes 
and  offerings,  so  that  he  may  give 
that  sum  to  missions  through  the  mis- 
sionary program  of  the  local  church 
during  the  coming  year.  The 
challenge  to  faith  lies  in  the  fact 
that  the  person  making  the  promise 
does  not  usually  have  the  amount  of 
the  commitment  on  hand  (or  neces- 
sarily know  where  it's  coming  from) 
at  the  time  he  makes  the  faith - 
promise,  but  trusts  the  Lord  to  pro- 
vide it  in  some  unusual  or  unique 
way.  For  some  it  may  be  through 
a  raise  in  salary,  while  for  others 
it  may  be  through  an  extra  job,  a 
tax  refund,  a  monetary  gift,  or  the 
like.  The  faith -promise  leads  each 
Christian  to  face  personally  the  ques  - 
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tion:  "How  much  faith  do  I  have  in 
God-  -how  much  am  I  willing  to  trust 
God  for?"  The  Lord  has  blessed 
this  method  of  giving  wherever  it 
has  been  used. 

The  conference  sessions  will  begin 
at  7:30  on  Friday  and  Saturday  nights, 
with  three  sessions  on  Sun- 
day beginning  at  10  a.m.  for  the  Sun- 
day School  Missions  Hour,  at  11 
a.m.  for  the  Morning  Missions  Ser- 
vice, and  at  7  p.m.  for  the  Evening 
Missions  Service.  Faith-promises 
will  be  received  from  the  Sunday 
school  and  church  members  on  Sun- 
day, the  last  day  of  the  conference, 
as  a  climax  to  the  rally. 

The  members  of  the  church  and  its 
pastor,  the  Rev.  Wayne  King,  extend 
a  warm  invitation  to  all  sister 
churches  to  join  with  them  in  these 
services.  The  church  is  located  on 
Highway  1002,  three  miles  west  of 
Pikeville. 


Questions  &  Answers 

(Continued  from  Page  5) 
alike,  "If  ye  abide  in  me,  and  my 
words  abide  in  you,  ye  shall  ask  what 
ye  will,  and  it  shall  be  done  unto  you" 
(John  15:7). 

Ruth ,  the  Moabitess ,  a  widow  whose 
mother-in-law,  Naomi ,  worshiped  the 
true  God,  forsook  her  land,  her  rela- 
tives, and  their  heathen  gods  to  follow 
her  mother  -  in  -  law  into  a  strange  land 
refusing,  when  ordered  by  Naomi,  to 
return  to  go.  She  said:  "...  Intreat 
me  not  to  leave  thee,  or  to  return  from 
following  after  thee:  for  whither  thou 
goest,  I  will  go;  and  where  thou 
lodgest,  I  will  lodge:  thy  people  shall 
be  my  people,  and  thy  God  my  God: 
...  So  Naomi  returned,  and  Ruth  the 
Moabitess,  her  daughter  in  law,  with 
her,  which  returned  out  of  the  country 
of  Moab:  and  they  came  to  Bethlehem 
in  the  beginning  of  barley  harvest" 
(Ruth  1:16,  22). 

Under  Naomi's  instructions  Ruth 
gleaned  in  the  field  of  Boaz  to  earn 
bread  to  keep  them  alive;  and  in  the 
customary  way  for  that  locality  in  that 
day,  became  the  wealthy  God-fearing 


wife  of  Boaz.  Through  this  marriagei 
came  the  ancestress  of  the  Lor<: 
Jesus  Christ,  the  Saviour  of  th<i 
world.  Her  sister-in-law,  probably! 
having  less  faith,  returned  to  her  peo- 
ple and  their  heathen  idols  which  the;! 
worshiped.  Women  of  faith,  likemei^ 
of  faith,  venture  great  things  for  Go 
and  are  greatly  rewarded. 

When  Mrs.  Wesley  found  hersel' 
the  widow  of  a  poor,  but  successful 
preacher,  having  more  than  a  dozen 
children  to  rear,  both  to  feed,  clothe* 
and  discipline,  she  told  an  inquired 
who  asked  how  she  managed  in  the  im  ! 
possible  task,  that  her  children  werf 
brought  up  on  prayer  and  hickory  oil 
Neighbors  testified  to  the  fact  that  sM 
was  a  strict  disciplinarian. 

So  in  many  cases  when  there  is  no* 
a  man  in  the  family  to  assume  there-1 
sponsibilities,  the  Bible  places  upor1 
the  head  of  a  family  the  woman- • 
mother  and  wife- -who  is  next  in  lint 
to  carry  out  God's  marching  orders' 
in  this  direction.  This  is  in  keeping 
with  the  original  place  God  gave  th( 
wife  and  mother.  It  was  not  man  alone 
whom  God  commissioned  to  dominate 
the  creation,  but  both  man  and  womaf 
as  seen  in,  "And  God  blessed  them 
and  God  said  unto  them,  Be  fruitful1) 
and  multiply,  and  replenish  the  earth '| 
and  subdue  it:  and  have  dominior! 
over  the  fish  of  the  sea,  and  overthfi 
fowl  of  the  air,  and  over  every  livinfj 
thing  that  moveth  upon  the  earth' 
(Genesis  1:28).  So  the  woman  may  b( 
empowered  of  God  in  a  special  waj 
where  either  the  man  is  absent  frorr 
the  scene  or  incapable  either  intel- 
lectually, emotionally,  or  spiritually 


Thanksgiving  is  good,  thanks- 
living  is  better. 


He   who   thanks   but   with  the  lip 

Thanks  but  in  part; 
The  full,  the  true  Thanksgiving 

Comes  from  the  heart. 

The  debts  which  gold  can't  pay 
Would  stand  for  aye, 
If  we   should  never  have  Thanksj 
giving  Day. 

-  -  Fred  Beck. 
THE  FREE  WILL  BAPTIST 


Boys'  and  Girls'  Stories 

(Continued  from  Page  13) 

I  "Of  course  I  do,  Son,"  his  father 
iiinswered.  Stephen  could  tell  he  was 
pleased  to  think  he  actually  had  heard 
[she  sermon,  instead  of  being  off  on 
[some  daydream  of  his  own. 
[  "It  went  something  like  this,  al- 
though of  course  I  can't  recall  Mr. 
jbodd's  exact  words.  He  said  he 
pdn't  suppose  it  ever  occurred  to  the 
jPilgrims,  while  they  gave  thanks 
[lor  their  meager  harvest,  that  it 
was  through  their  adversities  they 
[lad  reason  to  be  thankful.  And 
Somehow  the  hardships  they  endured 
wrought  forth  in  that  tiny  group  of 
[ieople  the  faith  and  steadfastness 
[If  spirit  we  all  like  to  think  is  part 
llf  our  heritage.  You  know  some- 
Ihing,  Stephen?     I  think  Mr.  Dodd 

s  right.     It's    often    through  our 
Iiardships  we  find  we  have  reason 
Io  be   thankful,  although  we  can't 
Ilways  realize  it  at  the  time." 
I  "Gee,  Dad,  I  never  thought  you'd 
lemember  all  that,"  Stephen  said 
||roudly.    "I    knew  it  went  some- 
Iping  like  that,  but  I  never  could  have 
laid  it  all  like  you  did." 
1  It  was  good  to  be  back  home,  Ste- 
Ihen  thought,  for  the  brisk  November 

|*'ir  had  turned  chilly. 
"What's  up,  Mom?"  asked  Stephen. 
iS  he  suddenly  realized  that  deli- 
ious  aroma  filling  the  kitchen 
ouldn't  be  anything  else  but  a  roast - 
ling  turkey,  he  felt  a  faint  flicker 
I  f  alarm.  But  he  knew  it  couldn't 
Jje.  Hadn't  he  just  seen  Timothy 
Inug  in  his  pen  as  they  drove  in  the 
ftard? 

ft  "Where  did  you  get  that  turkey?" 
liemanded  Dad. 

|«  Mom  chuckled.  "Oh  well,  I  never 
Jjould  keep  anything  to  myself.  If 
Jfie  two  of  you  didn't  have  such  good 
Hoses,  I  might  have  had  more  fun 
Ifith  my  surprise." 
1  "Come  on,  Mother,"  Dad  insisted, 
jj' Don't  keep  us  in  suspense." 
I  "Mr.  Dodd  came  this  afternoon, 
lie's  been  invited  out  for  Thanks - 
jjiving  dinner,  so  he  brought  us  the 
Iprkey  he'd  planned  to  have.  Seems 
1  e  knew  all  about  Stevie  here  being 
I  o  upset  over  losing  Timothy,  so  he 
Ipnted  us  to  have  this  one.  It  was 
ill  ready  for  cooking,  so  I  just 
lopped  it  in  the  oven  to  give  it  a 
■food  start.  That  way,  it  won't  take 
l|o  long  to  cook  tomorrow." 

Stephen  felt  a  warm  glow  as 
lie  realized  Timothy  would  have  the 
I  eprieve  he'd  hoped  for.  An  idea 
i  ricked   at  the  back  of  his  mind, 

nd  he  turned  to  his  father  excited  - 

y- 

*  "Dad,  remember  that  sermon  we 
Malked  about?   There  was  something 
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else  about  giving  and  taking,  but  I 
can't  remember  how  it  went." 

"Well,  let's  see  now,  if  I  can  re- 
member. Seems  to  me  he  said  there 
are  two  kinds  of  gratitude,  the  kind 
we  feel  for  what  is  given  to  us,  and 
the  bigger  kind,  the  kind  we  feel  for 
what  we  give  to  others." 

"That's  it,  Dad,  that  part  about 
giving  to  others!  I've  been  think- 
ing about  Timothy.  I  know  I  can't 
keep  him  forever."  Stephen  swallow- 
ed hard  as  though  it  was  an  effort 
to  get  the  words  out. 

"I  know  how  you  feel,  Stevie,"  his 
mother  prodded  him  gently. 

"It's  this  way,  Mom.  Couldn't 
we  .  .  .  that  is  wouldn't  it  be  a  good 
idea  if  we  gave  him  to  the  Brents 
for  Christmas.  You  know,  old  Mr. 
Brent  hasn't  worked  since  that  ac- 
cident at  the  mill.  Probably  couldn't 
even  afford  to  buy  one." 

Mom  and  Dad  exchanged  glances, 
and  Stephen  could  tell  they  were 
proud  of  him  even  before  Dad  spoke. 

"And  while  we're  at  it,"  added 
Mom  with  a  chuckle,  "let's  be  thank- 
ful to  the  family  that  invited  Mr. 
Dodd   out   for   dinner  tomorrow." 

"And  Timothy  will  have  his 
Thanksgiving  after  all,"  said 
Stephen. --The  War  Cry. 


Sunday  School  Lesson 

(Continued  from  Page  12) 
tremble,   or   Wesley  preaching  to 
crowds  in  the  fields  of  England- - 
genuine,  dynamic  preaching  has  ever 
been  a  revolutionary  force  for  God. 

There  can  be  no  substitute  for 
preaching  in  the  work  of  the  church 
today.  It  may  not  be  all  that  is  need- 
ed in  the  modern  church,  but  there 
is  nothing  that  is  needed  more.  Can 
anyone  who  has  been  thrilled  and 
challenged  by  great  preaching  ever 
forget  its  impact?  Lives  are 
changed,  motives  are  challenged, 
purposes  are  cleansed,  truth  is 
illumined,  assurance  is  strengthen- 
ed, and  resolutions  are  formed  as 
God's  messenger  wields  the  mighty 
sword  of  God's  Word.  -  -Standard 
Lesson  Commentary. 


FAMILY  FIRESIDE 

(Continued  from  Page  4) 
But  it  may  be  doubted  whether  some 
older    persons    today   would  know 
where  to  look  to  settle  such  a  mo- 
mentous question. - -H.  L.  Hastings. 

Prayer  Thought 
The  world  would  be  a  much  better 
place  in  which  to  live  if  more  of 


us  would  look  to  the  Bible  for  the 
answers  to  our  problems. 

(Devotions  used  by  permission, 
Knight's  Master  Book  of  New  II- 
lustations,  Eerdmans  Press.) 


NEWS  NOTES 

Bethlehem  Church  of  Chinquapin 
Announces  Fall  Revival 


The  Bethleham  Free  Will  Bap- 
tist Church,  Route  1,  Chinquapin, 
announces  its  fall  revival  for  the  week 
of  December  2-6,  beginning  nightly 
at  7:30.  Special  music  will  be  ren- 
dered each  evening  with  such  singers 
as  "The  Victory  Quartet,"  "The 
Bethlehem  Boys,"  "Deep  South," 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Charles  Howard  of 
Richlands,  and  "The  Gospel  Quartet" 
from  Beulaville. 

The  visiting  evanglist  will  be  the 
Rev.  Jack  Mayo  of  Winter ville,  as- 
sisted by  the  pastor,  the  Rev.  Lloyd 
Barnette.  Mr.  Barnette  and  the 
church  membership  extend  to 
everyone  a  warm  welcome  to  worship 
with  them  each  evening. 


Sunday  School  Class 
Sponsors  Bazaar 

The  Young  Adult  Sunday  School 
Class  of  People's  Chapel  Free  Will 
Baptist  Church,  Elm  City,  will 
sponsor  a  bazaar  Saturday,  Novem- 
ber 30,  from  5  to  8  p.m.  All  items 
sold  will  be  either  handmade  or  hand  - 
grown.  A  chicken  pastry  supper 
will  be  served  to  everyone  who 
comes.  The  public  is  invited  to 
attend  and  enjoy  the  good  Christian 
fellowship. 


Be  careful  for  nothing; 

Be  prayerful  for  everything; 

Be  thankful  for  anything. 

-  -D.  L.  Moody. 
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Jewelry  Gift  Items  Games 


TEN  COMMANDMENTS  BRACELETS 

$ 

1.95 

TEN  COMMANDMENTS  BOOKMARKS 

$ 

1.25 

DOVE  PINS 

$ 

.79 

BIRTHSTONE  RINGS 

$ 

1.00 

LOLLIPOP  PINS 

$ 

.29 

YO-YOS 

$ 

.29 

FISH  PINS 

$ 

.49 

DECOUPAGE  PLAQUES 

$ 

4.95 

CANDLES  AND  HOLDERS 

$ 

1.95 

NOAH'S  ARK  PLAY  SET 

$ 

2.95 

LINEN  CALENDAR  TOWELS 

$ 

1.79 

BREAD  OF  LIFE  (loaf- like  container  with  many  cards  having  Scripture 

$ 

verses  and  devotional  thoughts) 

2.50 

NOTE  PADS  (several  kinds) 

$ 

.39 

BIBLE  PROMISES  TREASURE  CHEST  (includes  cards  with  Scripture 

and  devotional  thoughts) 

$ 

2.50 

TEAKWOOD  BIBLE  HOLDERS 

$ 

4.95 

JOT -IT  PADS  (hangs  on  wall,  "Prayer  of  Serenity"  on  cover) 

$ 
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$ 

1.50 
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$1.75  and 

$ 

2.00 

PRAYING  HANDS  TELEPHONE  PADS 

$ 

3.00 

BETTER  HOMES  AND  GARDENS  NEW  COOKBOOK 

$ 

7.95 

BIBLE  PICTURE  LOTTO 

$ 

2.50 

BIBLE  SPINNER  GAMES 

$ 

.75 

FIVE  IN  A  ROW  BIBLE  GAMES 

$ 

2.95 

PICTURE  PUZZLES 

$ 

.49 

PUZZLE  GREETING  CARDS 

$ 

.35 

BLOCKBUSTERS  (for  kindergarten  and  primary  children) 

$ 

5.95 

RUBBER  WORKABLE  PUZZLES 

$ 

2.95 

GIFT  BOOKS  (such  as  Helen  Steiner  Rice  and  others) 

$ 

3.95 

THE  BIBLE  ON  CASSETTE  TAPES 

$49.95 
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LET  IT  BE  KNOWN 

If  something  good  happens  to  you,  let  it  be  known.  If  you  are  hap- 
py— if  your  heart  is  full  of  joy,  and  your  soul  is  full  of  peace;  let  it  be 
known.  If  your  very  being  is  thrilled  almost  beyond  description,  let  it 
be  known. 

If  you  know  that  Jesus  loves  you,  and  you  have  found  your  all  in 
Him;  let  it  be  known.  Feel  it  and  live  it;  shout  it  and  sing  it — but  let  it 
be  known.  If  you  are  going  to  walk  after  Him;  if  you  are  going  to  be 
like  Him ;  if  you  are  going  to  live  with  Him ;  let  it  be  known ! 

A  happy  man  cannot  quell  his  happiness.  His  heart  will  overflow 
and  will  burst  forth  like  joyful  music.  Peace  in  the  soul  cannot  be  hid- 
den either,  for  if  one  has  peace  inside  it  will  rise  to  the  surface.  If  one 
has  it,  he  cannot  help  but  show  it.  He  will  tell  it;  it  will  be  natural  for 
him  to  let  it  be  known. 

Others  see  us ;  others  watch  the  things  we  do  and  listen  to  the  things 
we  say.  Therefore,  we  must  take  care  lest  we  present  an  unfavorable 
image  before  them.  Our  associates  read  our  lives  daily.  Sometimes  a 
word,  a  look,  or  some  little  gesture  can  destroy  whatever  good  we  might 
have  been  able  to  effect.  Sometimes  the  right  word,  the  right  smile,  and 
the  right  handshake  can  lead  them  into  a  better  life. 

So,  if  you  know  the  Saviour,  and  you  know  of  His  great  love;  let  it 
be  known.  If  you  know  that  He  can  save ;  if  you  know  that  He  can  heal ; 
if  you  know  that  He  can  give  new  life  to  a  weary  soul;  let  it  be  known. 
If  you  know  that  He  can  deliver  every  person  from  the  bondage  of  sin; 
if  you  know  that  He  can  set  the  captive  free;  if  you  know  that  He  can 
give  full  release  from  every  burden  and  from  every  guilt;  if  you  know 
that  in  Him  all  men  can  find  full  satisfaction ;  let  it  be  known. 

If  He  can  be  their  everything;  if  He  can  make  them  love  when  they 
had  hated;  if  He  can  make  them  happy  when  they  had  been  sad;  let  it 
be  known.  If  you  know  that  He  will  take  away  their  griefs  and  bear 
their  sorrows;  if  you  know  that  He  will  be  with  them  in  temptation  to 
provide  a  way  of  escape ;  if  you  know  that  He  will  be  blessing  them,  keep- 
ing them,  leading  them ;  let  it  be  known. 

If  a  warm  fire  is  kindled  in  your  heart,  and  you  want  them  to  realize 
its  worth;  tell  them  about  it.  If  you  consider  Him  the  fairest  of  ten 
thousand ;  if  you  wake  with  Him  in  the  morning ;  if  you  go  to  sleep  with 
Him  at  night;  if  He  is  your  constant  companion,  and  a  trusted  guide; 
don't  keep  it  a  secret.  If  vou  feel  that  life  is  really  worth  living;  if  added 
bliss  comes  your  way  day-by-day ;  share  it  with  them.  If  you  care  about 
people  and  like  to  talk  with  them ;  if  you  enjoy  helping  them  and  loving 
them ;  do  it.  Show  it  by  what  you  think,  by  what  you  say,  and  by  what 
you  do.   Make  it  a  daily  task,  if  you  must;  but  just  let  it  be  known. 

Oh,  that  each  of  us  would  do  our  part  to  introduce  Christ  to  the 
world!  We  have  believed  from  the  beginning  (so  we  say)  that  He  is 
the  answer  to  every  need,  and  that  He  is  the  best  Friend;  but  somehow 
we  have  not  really  shown  it — we  have  not  really  let  it  be  known.  The 
world  does  know  about  Him,  but  it  does  not  have  a  saving  knowledge  of 
Him.   This  is  the  way  that  He  must  be  known  and  must  be  presented. 

So,  if  Christ  means  anything  to  you;  if  He  has  solved  any  of  your 
problems;  and  if  you  believe  that  He  can  do  the  same  for  others — let  it 
be  known.  If  necessary,  tell  it  out  with  enthusiasm;  yea,  even  shout  it, 
Brother.    Do  it  however  you  see  fit;  but  just  let  it  be  known! 
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A  GOOD  TIME  FOR  CHURCHES  TO 


TAKE  FIRE  INVENTORY 
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UTUMN,  the  traditional  period 
of  harvest  and  storing  up  for  win- 
also  is  an  excellent  time  for  a 
protection  spot  inventory  in 
urches,  synagogues,  and  other  re- 
ious  buildings,  according  to  the 
tional  Safety  Council. 

Winter  means  heating  systems 
;e  again  will  be  turned  on,  addi- 
hal  lighting  will  be  called  intoser- 
e  for  longer  periods,  and  elec- 
cal  system  workloads  may  reach 
l  capacity. 

lectrical  equipment  and  faulty 
ctrical  wiring  were  blamed  for 
)ut  22  percent  of  all  church  fires  in 
12,  while  faulty  heating  systems 
rtributed  to  slightly  more  than  25 
'cent  of  such  fires. 

^rson  (incendiarism)  continued  in 
r2  to  be  the  chief  cause  of  church 
is  with  36.5  percent  of  all  blazes 
ced  in  this  category.  The  total 
s  for  all  church  fires  rose  to  more 
n  $28  million,  with  at  least  nine 
h  fires  causing  in  excess  of  a 
rter  of  a  million  dollars  in  damage 
sach  structure. 


The 
irk 


two  elements  that  can  turn  a 
into  a  conflagration- -air  and 
lbustibles-  -  are  readily  at  hand  in 
st  church  buildings;  and  a  third 
ment,  lack  of  protection,  makes 
h  structures   highly  vunerable. 

More  than  two  thirds  of  all  church 


fires  occur  when  the  building  is  un- 
occupied; and,  half  of  all  such  fires 
start  sometime  between  11  p.m.  and 
7  a.m. 

Detection  alarms  and  sprinkler 
systems  should  be  primary  on  the  list 
of  protective  measures  taken  by 
church  administrations;  but,  in  fact, 
almost  all  churches  lack  either  a  good 
sprinkler  system  and/ or  effective 
alarm  detection  equipment. 

The  National  Safety  Council, 
through  its  Religious  Leaders  Con- 
ference, has  issued  a  check  list  for 
church  fire  safety,  in  the  ongoing 
effort  to  reduce  the  tragic  loss  that 
occurs  when  a  church  or  synagogue 
is  destroyed  in  flames,  many  times 
incinerating  priceless  works  of  art, 
historic  church  records,  and  embel- 
lishments. 

The  council  suggests  that  all 
church  and  synagogue  administra- 
tions put  fire  protection  high  on  their 
list  of  "musts"  this  season. 

The  following  list  is  provided  as  a 
fire  safety  spot -check  inventory: 


1 .  Have  your  church  or  synagogue 
inspected  by  the  fire  department  at 
least  once  a  year. 

2.  Be  sure  building  alterations 
include  the  required  number  of  fire 


exits  and  that  these  are  properly 
marked. 

3.  Set  up  periodic  fire  drills  and 
procedures  for  an  orderly  exit  in 
case  of  a  fire. 

4.  If  your  church  does  not  have 
one,  install  an  automatic  sprinkler 
system. 

5.  Test  automatic  fire  detection 
systems   at   least   once   a  month. 

6.  Assign  a  committee  with  re- 
sponsibility for  safety  procedures 
for  the  congregation  and  property. 

7.  Don't  permit  overcrowding, 
the  use  of  folding  chairs  in  aisles  or 
blocking  exits,  or  special  church  ac- 
tivities without  safety  supervision. 

8.  Be  sure  the  right  type  of  fire 
extinguishers  are  installed  in  areas 
requiring  them,  especially  kitchens, 
areas  where  candles  are  used,  and  in 
each  Sunday  school  classroom. 

9.  Set  up  night  security  and  lock 
doors  to  all  entrances,  chapels,  and 
sanctuaries. 

10.    Install  lightning  rods. 

Approximately  nine  churches 
everyday  are  damaged  by  fire  in 
the  United  States,  and  in  the  last  10 
years  more  than  33  500  churches  have 
burned.  Don't  let  your  church  go  up 
in  holy  smoke. 
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SUNDAY,  DECEMBER  8 

Scripture  Reading- -Matthew  7:24 
Listening 

I  once  heard  Dr.  A.  T.  Pier  son 
say  that  he  called  upon  a  clergyman 
who  was  laid  on  his  back  for  six 
months.  The  doctor  said  to  his  friend, 
"You  are  a  very  busy  man.  It  may 
be  that  God  had  something  to  say  to 
you,  but  you  are  too  busy  to  listen, 
so  God  had  to  lay  you  on  your  back, 
that  you  might  hear  His  voice  and 
receive  His  message." 

As  he  was  leaving  the  house  it 
struck  Dr.  Pier  son  that  he  himself 
was  a  very  busy  man,  and  did  not 
give  much  time  to  listening  for  the 
voice  of  God.  So  he  was  determined 
to  practice  what  he  had  preached. 
"And  from  that  time,"  said  he,  "I 
have  sat  at  the  close  of  each  day  for 
an  hour  in  the  quiet  of  my  study  -  -  not 
to  speak  to  God,  but  to  listen  to  what 
God  has  to  say  to  me,  and  to  lay  the 
day's  life  and  work  open  to  the  gaze 
of  God."--Elim  Evangel. 

Prayer  Thought 
Pray  that  our  friendship  with  God 
will  not  be  a  stormy  weather  friend- 
ship; that  we  can  be  sociable  with 
Him  at  all  times,  not  only  when  we 
are  in  dire  need. 

MONDAY,  DECEMBER  9 

Scripture  Reading- -Matthew  10: 
32,  33 

Blanket  Confessions 

A  n  illustration  used  by  a  Chinese 
evangelist:  A  woman  with  a  bundle 
of  dirty  washing  had  taken  it  to  the 
riverside  with  the  purpose  of  washing 
it.  But  she  was  ashamed  to  open  it 
for  fear  someone  would  see  how  dirty 
it  was;  so  she  just  plunged  the  whole 
bundle  into  the  water,  jogged  it  up  and 
down  several  times,  and  then  went 
home  with  it.  A  lot  of  people  are  like 
that  foolish  woman.  They  have  many 
sins  that  need  to  be  cleansed,  but 
they  are  not  willing  to  bring  them  out 
and  confess  them  one  by  one.  They 
just  say,  "Lord,  I  am  a  sinner,  for- 
give me."  So,  they  cover  up  all  their 


sins,  their  thefts,  and  their  lies,  and 
their  jealousies,  and  their  hatred. 
But  they  have  to  be  brought  out  and 
confessed,  and  only  then  can  they  be 
cleansed.  - -Abridged  from  China's 
Millions. 

Prayer  Thought 

We  don't  have  to  be  Chinese  to  re- 
late to  the  above  story.  Let  us  clean 
up  our  lives  and  then  continue  clean- 
ing on  a  daily  basis. 

TUESDAY,  DECEMBER  10 

Scripture  Reading- -Acts  9:16 
Good  Timber 
The   tree   that  never  had  to  fight 
For  sun  and  sky  and  air  and  light, 
That   stood   out  in  the  open  plain 
And  always  got  its  share  of  rain, 
Never  became  a  forest  king, 
But  lived  and  died  a  common  thing. 
The   man   who   never  had  to  toil, 
Who   never   had  to  win  his  share 
Of  sun  and  sky  and  light  and  air, 
Never  became  a  manly  man, 
But   lived   and   died  as  he  began. 

Good  timber  does  not  grow  on  ease 
The  stronger  wind,  the  tougher  trees, 
The  farther  sky,  the  greater  length, 
By  sun  and  cold,  by  rain  and  snows, 
In  tree  or  man  good  timber  grows. 
Where  thickest  stands  the  forest 
growth, 

We  find  the  patriarchs  of  both, 
And  they  hold  converse  with  the  stars 
Whose    broken  branches  show  the 
scars 

Of  many  winds  and  much  of  strife, 
This  is    the    common  law  of  life. 
--The  Wesleyan  Methodist. 

Prayer  Thought 
Don't  feel  unworthy  of  God's  love 
The   harder   we   work  to  achieve 
worthiness   the   more  appreciative 
we  shall  be. 

WEDNESDAY,  DECEMBER  11 

Scripture  Reading- -Genesis  1:1 
The  Supreme  Mystery 

Dr.  Len  G.  Broughton  said  that 
when  he  was  a  medical  student  he 
could  not  accept  the  supernatural 
generation  of  Christ.  He  went  to  a 
doctor  of  divinity,  who  reasoned  with 
him  and  left  him  in  greater  perplexity 
than  ever.  His  medical  education 
finished,  he  went  to  the  backwoods  to 
begin  his  practice,  and  one  Sunday 
morning  a  backwoods  preacher  at  an 
old  country  meeting-house,  knocked 
out  more  skepticism  in  one -half  hour 
than  he  had  gotten  in  three  years,  and 
this  is  the  way  he  did  it.  He  said: 
"If  there  is  anybody  here  troubled 
about  the  mystery  of  God's  becoming 
man,  I  want  to  take  you  back  to  the 
first  chapter  of  Genesis  and  the  first 
verse,  'In  the  beginning  God'!"  He 


looked  down  into  the  audience  veryl 
searchingly,  and,  said  the  doctor,  "] 
felt  that  he  was  looking  directly  at 
me."  He  continued:  "My  brother, 
let  me  ask  you  this:  Do  you  believe 
God  was  in  the  beginning?  That  is  to 
say,  that  before  the  beginning  began, 
God  was?"  I  said  to  myself,  "Yes, 
I  believe  that."  "Now,"  he  said, 
"if  you  believe  that  God  was  ahead 
of  the  beginning,  you  believe  the  only 
mysterious  thing  of  this  universe." 
If  I  believed  that,  God  knows  I  coulc 
believe  anything  else  in  the  worldl 
I  had  gone  to  college  and  traveled 
through  the  mysteries  of  the  theory 
of  reproduction  and  the  cell  for-J 
mation  and  had  come  to  realize  that ' 
was  just  a  common  fool;  that  if  Goc! 
was  in  the  beginning,  that  was  the  one' 
supreme  mystery  of  all  mysteries  ol; 
this  mysterious  universe  of  God.--1 
Selected. 

Prayer  Thought 
God  reigns  supreme!  Believing 
this,  we  should  let  our  adoration  anc 
homage  be  known  among  men. 

THURSDAY,  DECEMBER  12 

Scripture  Reading- -Psalm  46:1 

Shackleton's  Testimony 
We  remember  with  a  thrill  tnj 
words  of  Shackleton,  the  explorer] 
as  he  recalled  a  march  with  two  ol 
his  men  in  Georgia:  "When  I  lool^ 
back,"  he  said,  "I  have  no  doubt tha( 
Providence  guided  us ,  not  only  across' 
the  snowfields,  but  across  the  storm-ji 
white  sea.  I  know  that  during  thai' 
long  and  racking  march  of  thirty- sh 
hours  over  the  unnamed  mountain!! 
and  glaciers  of  South  Georgia  11 
seemed  to  me  often  that  we  wen' 
four,  not  three.  I  said  nothing  to  mj 
companions  on  the  point,  but  after-: 
ward  Worsley  said  to  me,  "Boss? 
I  had  a  curious  feeling  on  that  marcl 
that  there  was  another  person  witl" 
us . '  "  -  -  Children' s  Newspaper. 

Prayer  Thought 
God  is  always  with  us,  guiding  in 
when  we  allow  Him. 

FRIDAY,  DECEMBER  13 
Scripture  Reading- -Proverbs  la 

19 

Your  Tones 
It  is  not  so  much  what  you  say 
As  the  manner  in  which  you  sayitj 
It  is  not  so  much  the  language  you  us<| 
As  the  tones  you  use  to  convey  itj 
For   words   come  from  the  mind| 

And  grow  by  study  and  art; 
But  tones  leap  forth  from  the  inne: 
self 

And  reveal  the  state  of  the  heart) 
-  -  The  Christian  Witnessj 

(Continued  on  Page  15) 
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THE  FREE  WILL  BAPTISj 


BIBLE 


QUESTIONS 
ANSWERS 


Conducted  by  J.  P.  BARROW 
Route  \.  Box  475,  LaGrange,  North  Carolina  28551 


[Question:    Where  in  the  Bible  do 
find  justification  for  a  local  church 
build  a  $40,000  recreational  build - 
%  to  be  operated  by  the  church  when 
actically  nothing  is  being  done  for 
reign  missions?  I  go  to  this  church 
|r  the  sole  purpose  of  worshiping  the 
||rd  and  put  money  in  the  collection 
^te  for  that  purpose.  Should  some  of 
be    used    in    the  recreational 
ilding? 

Answer:    It  would  be  well  if  all  of 
would  remember  that  the  true 
urch  consists  of  the  born- again 
ints  and  those  who  are  born  again, 
>o  called  the  body  of  Christ  and  not 
some  building  complex.  Anybuild- 
;  or  combinations  of  buildings  or 
ysical  properties  are  worthless  to- 
rd  this  end  unless  such  may  be  used 
a  convenience  through  which  to 
jrship  God  in  sincerity  under  more 
■pfortable  circumstances. 
■A  minute  study  of  the  Bible  wherein 
Ikus  and  His  activities  are  por- 
l|yed   nowhere  suggests  that  one 
Ipuld  make  so  much  fuss  over  or  be 
■comfortably    concerned  with  the 
lid  of  a  house  or  the  furnishings  of 
ifch  a  house  in  which  worship  is  ren- 
Ijred.    Jesus    told  the  Samaritan 
man:    ".  .  .  Woman,  believe  me, 
hour    cometh,   when  ye  shall 
ther  in  this  mountain,  not  yet  at 
usalem,  worship  the  Father.  .  .  . 
the  hour  cometh,  and  now  is,  when 
true  worshippers  shall  worship 
Father  in  spirit  and  in  truth:  for 
Father  seeketh  such  to  worship 
God    is    a   Spirit:  and  they 
worship  him  must  worship  him 
ipirit  and  in  truth"    (John  4:21, 
24). 

at  all  does  such  as  this  teach?  I 
its  teachings  closely  coordinate 
|h  what  else  is  said  in  the  New 
itament.  In  it  we  have  such  ex- 
ples  of  how  correct  worship  is 
ried  out:  "And  it  came  to  pass  in 
se  days,  that  he  went  out  into  a 
untain  to  pray,  and  continued  all 
ailht  in  prayer  to  God.  .  .  .  And  he 
ape  down  with  them,  and  stood  in 
m  plain,  and  the  company  of  his  dis- 
ables, and  a  great  multitude  of  peo- 
o.  out  of  all  Judaea  and  Jerusalem, 
tfijl  from  the  sea  coast  of  Tyre  and 


Sidon,  which  came  to  hear  him,  and  to 
be  healed  of  their  diseases;  And  they 
that  were  vexed  with  unclean  spirits: 
and  they  were  healed.  And  the  whole 
multitude  sought  to  touch  him:  for 
there  went  virtue  out  of  him,  and 
healed  them  all"  (Luke  6: 12,  17-19). 
This  was  done  in  the  plain.  "And  on 
the  sabbath  we  went  out  of  the  city  by 
a  river  side,  where  prayer  was  wont 
to  be  made;  and  we  sat  down,  and 
spake  unto  the  women  which  resorted 
thither.  And  a  certain  woman  named 
Lydia,  a  seller  of  purple,  of  the  city 
of  Thyatira,  which  worshipped  God, 
heard  us:  whose  heart  the  Lord 
opened,  that  she  attended  unto  the 
things  which  were  spoken  of  Paul" 
(Acts  16:13,  14).  This  was  by  the 
riverside. 

Paul  and  Silas  had  only  begun  the 
experience  they  were  to  have  in  Phi - 
lippi  for  they  went  to  jail  for  obeying 
God  in  preaching,  but  they  still  found 
time  and  a  place  to  worship.  "And 
when  they  had  laid  many  stripes  upon 
them,  they  cast  them  into  prison, 
charging  the  jailor  to  keep  them 
safely:  .  .  .  And  at  midnight  Paul  and 
Silas  prayed,  and  sang  praises  unto 
God:  and  the  prisoners  heard  them. 
And  suddenly  there  was  a  great  earth- 
quake, so  that  the  foundations  of  the 
prison  were  shaken:  and  immediately 
all  the  doors  were  opened,  and  every 
one's  bands  were  loosed"  (Acts  16: 
23,  25,  26).  All  this  occurred  in  or 
near  the  prison.  Then  at  TroasPaul 
preached  and  worshiped  in  the  third 
loft  of  a  building.    (See  Acts  20:9.) 

The  most  effective  work  I  have 
known  Christian  institutions  to 
render  has  been  that  carried  out  be- 
fore these  became  gigantic  pieces  of 
political  and  religious  machinery. 
The  Northern  Baptist  Seminary  well 
illustrates  the  point.  When  I  entered 
there  in  the  twenties  there  were 
something  near  200  students  and 
about  20  faculty  and  administrative 
personnel.  At  least  half  of  the  stu- 
dents had  done  work  at  the  Moody 
Bible  Institute.  There  was  a  rare 
type  of  friendship,  fellowship,  and 
devotion  to  God  and  each  other 
throughout  the  school .  Just  about  all 
the  school  family  attended  chapel  and 


looked  foreward  to  the  event.  All 
the  students  who  could  attended  daily 
missionary  prayer  band  together  with 
some  faculty  members  and  others  of 
the  school  family. 

They  now  have  abandoned  the 
Chicago  campus  which  was,  when  va- 
cated, at  least  ten  times  larger  than 
when  I  was  there.  They  are  now  lo- 
cated in  a  beautiful  suburb  division 
having  sufficient  buildings  of  the  most 
modern  architectural  design  and  what 
appears  to  be  a  plenty  for  scholastic 
research,  faculty  members  with  the 
highest  degrees  attainable,  and  a  se- 
lect group  of  students  finely  screened 
for  potential  scholarship;  but,  with 
the  reputation  that  she  has  gone  mod- 
ern and  that  some  of  the  heads  of 
departments  question  the  genuine- 
ness and  authenticity  of  some  of  the 
Scriptures. 

Somehow  or  other  both  the 
churches  and  their  institutions  I  have 
known  when  they  were  small  in  the 
eyes  of  the  world,  on  fire  for  the  Lord, 
and  zealous  in  their  obeying  of  the 
Great  Commission  to  follow  Christ  as 
the  Bible  indicates  we  should,  in- 
cluded the  carrying  out  of  our  Lord's 
marching  orders  as  found  in  the  fol- 
lowing :  ' '  But  ye  shall  receive  power , 
after  that  the  Holy  Ghost  is  come  upon 
you:  and  ye  shall  be  witnesses  unto 
me  both  in  Jerusalem,  and  in  all  Ju- 
daea, and  in  Samaria,  and  unto  the  ut - 
termost  part  of  the  earth"  (Acts  1: 
8);  "And  that  repentance  and  re- 
mission of  sins  should  be  preached  in 
his  name  among  all  nations,  beginning 
at  Jerusalem.  And  ye  are  witnesses 
of  these  things"  (Luke  24:47,  48); 
"But  seek  ye  first  the  kingdom  of 
God,  and  his  righteousness;  and  all 
these  things  shall  be  added  unto  you" 
(Matthew  6:33).  (See  and  compare 
Matthew  28:18-20;  Mark  16:15,  16; 
John  15:1-8;  John  14:6,  12-20;  2  Tim- 
othy 4:3.) 

Every  single  member  of  the  true 
church  is  a  specially  called-out  in- 
dividual and  commissioned  to  witness 
for  Christ.  No  other  member  of  the 
church  nor  any  angel  may  fill  his 
particular  realm  of  commissioned 
activities.  This  is  one  of  the  reasons 
why  no  individual  such  as  a  pope,  a 
bishop,  or  even  no  local  church  group 
may  give  anyone  authoritative  orders 
as  to  how  he  must  use  his  life,  in- 
cluding all  over  which  he  has  control. 
Someone  led  by  the  Holy  Spirit  may 
read,  quote  to  him,  or  point  out  to 
him  the  passage  of  Scripture  he  needs 
to  consider  in  carrying  out  Christ's 
commission.  Of  course  such  a  Scrip- 
ture given  under  the  influence  of  the 
Holy  Spirit  may  be  the  means  in 
Christ's  hands  to  tell  him  where  and 
how  to  use  his  personal  possessions 

(Continued  on  Page  15) 
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Free  Will  Baptist  Children's  Home 

"A  Christian  Home  for  Boys  and  Girls" 

Nfmw.r.sKX,  north  Carolina  27557 

MR.  SAMMY  WEEKS,  Superintendent  -  Phone  (919)235-4079 


DONATED  COMMODITIES 

During  July,  August,  and  Septem- 
ber, 1974,  the  following  churches  and 
friends  donated  to  the  Children's 
Home  clothing  at  an  estimated  value 
of  $1,350. 

Piney  Grove  Church 


(Western) 

$500 

Yelverton's  Grove  Church 

(Cape  Fear) 

75 

Friendship  Church 

(Western) 

100 

Friends  and  Others 

675 

Total 

$1,350 

BIRTHDAY  LIST 

January 

Ronnie  Gay 

6,  1960 

Hnnnio  Fiptti  pnt 

LsKJlllllKZ  L/ClllClll 

14  lQfiS 

AT,  Uwu 

Donrue  uemeru 

1  A    1  Qfi^ 

orenaa  Jones 

1  A    1  QfiQ 

14,  iyoy 

i  erry  rairciuui 

90    1  Q^R 
zw ,  iyjo 

r  cDi udi y 

Randy  Faircloth 

3,  1957 

Andy  Anderson 

7,  1970 

/\ucircy  wui  icy 

7    1  QfiS 

uonnie  /\nuerisuii 

Roger  Worley 

Ol     1 QRA 

zi,  iyo4 

BecKy  L-nristian 

Vickie  Lee 

zo,  iyoz 

Jeff  Eason 

9fi    1 QR4 

March 

Jeffery  Johnson 

1,  1966 

Angie  Nichols 

6,  1965 

Johnny  Gay 

18,  1962 

Roy  Speight 

26,  1964 

April 

Mary  Ann  Warren 

6,  1959 

Betty  J.  McLawhorn 

15,  1958 

Bobby  Bottoms 

15,  1960 

Dorothy  Johnson 

20,  1970 

Margaret  Dement 

23,  1966 

Cathy  Cone 

28,  1961 

Ricky  Eason 

28,  1968 

May 

Delma  Gay 

11,  1963 

Tim  Pittman 

15,  1960 

Debra  Cone 

22,  1962 

Donna  Cone 

22,  1962 

Betty  Worley 
♦Claudius  Elmore 

30,  1968 

31,  1955 

June 

Johnny  W.  Hopkins 
July 

Sandra  Eason 
Jo  Ann  Anderson 
Janice  Jones 
Donald  Anderson 
Ronald  Elmore 
Judy  Warren 
Kenneth  Jones 

August 

Carol  Jones 
William  Bass 
Kay  Hill 

*  Janice  Tebo 
Jackie  Speight 
Julia  Woodard 
Bud  Hill 

Lou  Davidson 
Cliff  Garris 

September 
Ann  Worley 
Mollie  Garris 
Jimmy  Speight 
Robin  Anderson 
Donna  Lee 
Kim  Mills 
Tim  Mills 

October 
Brenda  Garris 
Allen  Johnson 
Mitch  Joyner 
Gary  Hill 
Linda  Mills 
Julie  King 
Tony  Hill 

November 
Tim  Elks 
Junior  Eason 
Sandra  Anderson 

*  Ricky  Faircloth 
Lena  Davidson 
Johnny  Nichols 

December 
Johnny  Faircloth 
Jimmy  Dement 
Sammy  Mansour 
Richard  Bass 
Ellen  Davidson 
Ray  Gay 
Debra  Marlow 
Ramona  Hopkins 
Steve  Nichols 

♦College  Students 


27,  1969 

3,  1966 

8,  1962 

9,  1960 
17,  1964 

28,  1956 

29,  1957 
31,  1966 


3,  1967 

4,  1972 

5,  1957 
5,  1956 
5,  1965 

14,  1956 

24,  1958 
26,  1965 

29,  1958 

2,  1970 

15,  1965 
17,  1962 

25,  1969 

30,  1959 
30,  1964 
30,  1964 


6,  1959 

7,  1964 
20,  1963 
26,  1959 
26,  1962 
28,  1959 
31,  1961 

12,  1959 

20,  1961 

21,  1960 
24,  1955 

26,  1967 

27,  1962 


1,  1959 

2,  1961 
2,  1956 
4,  1969 
9,  1962 

18,  1958 
22,  1960 
26,  1964 
31,  1963 


WAYNE  KENNEDY 

God  spoke  one  morning  at  break 

day, 

And  one  of  His  went  home  to  stay- 
One  who  had  lived  for  his  Lord  d£ 

by  day; 

One  who  had  traveled  the  long  narro 

way. 

His  life  was  inspired  by  his  Make; 
above, 

And  now  he  is  reigning  with  tl 
Father  of  love. 

It  is  with  a  sad  heart  that  w 
the  members  of  Sandy  Plain  Fn 
Will  Baptist  Church,  Pink  Hill,  p?> 
our  loving  respect  to  the  memory  i 
our  friend  and  brother,  Wayne  Keil 
nedy. 

Many  hearts  were  grieve^ 
but  much  of  the  grief  gave  way  f(i 
joy  by  the  blessed  assurance  that  a 
was  well  with  his  soul. 

Wayne  will  be  greatly  missed  by  h! 
family  and  friends;  therefore,  v! 
wish  to  submit  the  following  resolil 
tions: 

First,  we  pray  God's  richest bles 
sings  upon  each  member  of  h 
family.  While  we  grieve  with  the 
in  their  loss,  we  can  only  commei 
them  to  the  heavenly  Father  for  con 
fort  and  consolation. 

Second,  that  we  strive  to  live  I 
unselfishly  and  walk  as  humbly  dt 
by  day  as  did  Wayne,  and  may  v 
realize  that  in  this  earthly  separt 
tion  we  see  a  promise  of  a  gloriot 
life  to  come  where  severed  ti< 
shall  be  mended  and  the  sufferii 
hearts  shall  be  mended  and  mat 
glad  again. 

Third,  these  thoughts: 
Your  gentle  face  and  patient  smil 

With  sadness  we  recall; 
You  had  a  kindly  word  for  < 

And  died  beloved  by  all. 

The  voice  is  mute  and  stilled  t 
heart 

That  loved  us  well  and  true; 
Ah,   bitter  was  the  trial  to 
From  one  so  good  as  you. 


pa, 


You  are  not  forgotten,  loved  oi 

Nor  will  you  ever  be; 
As  long  as  life  and  memory  la 

We  will  remember  thee. 

We  miss  you  now,  our  hearts  a 
sore; 

As  time  goes  by  we  miss  you  mor 
Your  loving  smile,  your  gentle  fac 
No  one  call  fill  your  vacant  plac 


Respectfully  submitt 
Grace  Sumner 
Ann  Sumner 
Esther  Sumner 
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MISSIONS 


I  Joseph 

Director-Treasurer 

FOREI 


Additions  to  Charlotte 
Mission 

[(The  Rev.  Wayne  Watson,  pastor  of 
te  Free  Will  Baptist  Mission  at 
iiarlotte,  reports  much  progress 
Ithin  the  mission  with  the  addition 
If  three  new  families. 

In  the  picture  below  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
looks  Mills  and  their  children, 
immy,  Amanda,  and  Deniese,  has 
icently  joined  the  mission.  They 
ee  originally  from  the  Black  Jack 
Wee    Will    Baptist    Church  near 

•eenville. 


In  the  next  picture  we  have  Mr. 

Mrs.  David  Williams,  also  from 
i  Black  Jack  church.  They  too  are 
w  members  of  the  mission.  Mr. 
lliams  is  in  charge  of  the 
s  ministry  of  the  mission. 


ir  Hill 
Director- Treasurer 
HOME  MISSIONS 


Mr.  and  Mrs.  Van  Stocks,  in  the 
picture  below,  have  recently  joined 
the  mission  and  are  originally  from 
the  First  Free  Will  Baptist  Church 
of  Greenville. 


The  last  picture  is  the  weekly 
Bible  class  of  young  people.  Just 
last  week  one  of  the  group  was  saved, 
he  being  the  first  one  in  his  family  to 
be  saved. 


1  : 

The  pastor  states:  "We  thank 
God  for  these  new  families  and  their 
dedicated  work  here  for  the  Lord.  We 
are  also  thankful  for  our  young  people 
and  the  good  work  they  are  doing. 
Again  we  request  your  prayers  and 
support  for  our  work  here  that  God 
may  be  exalted  and  His  holy  name 
praised." 


Churches  and  Ministers 
Available 

J  (Note:  This  column  is  provided,  when 
needed,  for  any  church  that  is  seeking  a 
pastor  and  for  any  minister  who  is  seeking 
a  church  to  serve  and  would  like  to  give 
such  notice.  Please  send  the  necessary  in- 
formation to  the  editor  ot  "The  Free  Will 
Baptist."  Each  notice  will  run  for  two  is- 
lues  only.) 


The  Rev.  Fred  W.  Bates  Jr.,  a 
member  of  the  Albemarle  Con- 
ference, announces  that  after  a  year's 
work  in  West  Virginia  he  is  now  back 
in  Virginia  Beach,  Virginia,  further- 
ing his  ministerial  education  at  the 
Tabernacle  Baptist  Bible  Institute. 
He  states  that  he  is  available  for 
weekend  services  and  revival  work. 
Anyone  desiring  his  services  may 
contact  him  by  writing  981  Oak  Forest 
Court,  Virginia  Beach,  Virginia 
23462;  telephone  424-4931. 


The  Rev.  Joseph  A.  Lehmann,  a 
member  of  the  Central  Conference, 
announces  that  he  is  available  for 
pastoral  services  on  the  second  and 
fourth  Sundays  of  the  month.  For 
information  concerning  Mr.  Lehmann 
you  may  contact  the  Rose  of  Sharon 
church,  Piney  Grove  church  of  Beau- 
fort County,  or  King's  Cross  Roads 
church.  Any  church  desiring  his 
services  may  contact  him  by  writing 
407  E.  Church  Street,  Farmville, 
North  Carolina  27828;  telephone  753- 
3527. 


THE  PREACHER'S  BUSINESS 
G.  Campbell  Morgan  heard  this 
statement  made:  "The  preacher 
must  catch  the  spirit  of  the  age"; 
and  gave  the  following  answer:  "God 
forgive  him  if  he  does.  The 
preacher's  business  is  to  correct  the 
spirit  of  the  age. "--Watchman -Ex- 
aminer. 


CORRECTION  PLEASE! 

In  the  November  20  issue  of  the 
"Baptist,"  an  article  paying  tribute 
to  the  Rev.  E.  C.  Morris,  entitled 
"Sixty  Years  for  the  Master"  was 
printed,  with  a  picture  showing  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Morris  receiving  a  plaque 
commemorating  their  sixty  years  in 
the  ministry.  The  man  presenting 
the  plaque  was  mistakingly  identified 
as  Mr.  Horace  Lee  Gay,  when  the 
person  making  the  presentation  was 
actually  Mr.  Robert  Alvin  Dildy.  We 
apologize    for  the  error  in  name. 

--The  Editor. 
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Choose  a  (Hljrtsttnas  Gift 
from  the  Top  Ten 

Here  are  America's  bets  selling  religious  books  taken 
from  a  poll  by  the  editor  of  Christian  Bookseller  Maga- 


zine. 


SOFTCOVER 


1. 

2. 
3. 
4. 
5. 

6. 

7. 


9. 
10. 


The   Hiding   Place,  ten  Boom  (Chosen/Re veil) 

Liberation  of  Planet  Earth,  Lindsey  (Zondervan) 

Late   Great   Planet  Earth,  (Lindsey  Zondervan) 

The  Vision,  Wilkerson  (Re veil) 

There's  a  New  World  Coming,  Lindsey  (Vision 

House) 

Satan  Is  Alive  and  Well  on  Planet  Earth,  Lindsey 
(Zondervan) 

The  Christian  Family,  Christenson  (Bethany) 
Evidence   That   Demands   a  Verdict,  Mc  Dowell 
(Campus  Crusade) 

Edge  of  Adventure,  Miller  and  Larsen  (Word) 
Hind's   Feet   in   High   Places,   Hurnard  (Unilit) 


HARDCOVER 

1.  Total  Woman,  Morgan  (Revell) 

2.  Tramp  for  the  Lord,  ten  Boom  (Revell) 

3.  Something  More,  Marshall  (McGraw-Hill) 

4.  A  New  Joy,  Evans  (Revell) 

5.  The  Becomers,  Miller  (Word) 

BIBLES  AND  REFERENCE  BOOKS 


Living  Bible  (Tyndale)  Special  Price 
New  American  Standard  Bible  (Creation  House) 
Halley's  Bible  Handbook 
Strong's  Concordance 
Matthew -Henry  Commentary 

"Thank  God  for  his  Son-- 
his  gift  too  wonderful 
for  words." 

2  Corinthians  9:15 
FREE  WILL  BAPTIST  PRESS 
P.O.  BOX  158,  AYDEN,  N.C.  28513 
BRANCH  STORES  IN- -NEW  BERN 
SMITHFIELD,  &  WILSON,  N.  C. 


$  1.50 
$  2.95 
$  2.25 
$  1.50 

$  2.95 

$  2.25 
$  2.25 

$  4.95 
$  3.95 
$  1.50 


$  5.95 
$  5.95 
$  6.95 
$  3.95 
$  5.95 


$  7.95 
$17.95 
$  4.95 
$16.95 
$14.95 


NATIONAL   DAY  OF  FASTING 
NOVEMBER  24,  1975 

Senator  Mark  O.  Hatfield  and  Worl 
Vision  International  called  on  a] 
Americans  to  willingly  experienci 
hunger  as  an  effective  way  of  res 
ponding  to  the  increasingly  tragii 
world  hunger  crisis. 

To  announce  a  public  awarenesi 
and  action  campaign  on  behalf  o 
World  Vision,  a  nonprofit,  Chris- 
tian humanitarian  organization,  Hat 
field  introduced  a  Senate  resolutioi 
today  calling  for  a  National  Day  o 
Fasting,  Monday,  November  24, 1975 
November  24  is  the  Monday  o 
Thanksgiving  week,  1975,  one  yeai 
from  today. 

"Until  Americans  willingly  ex 
perience  hunger,  even  on  a  limitei 
basis,  they  cannot  begin  to  compre- 
hend the  condition  of  bitterness  ani 
pain  that  is  responsible  for  the  deatl 
of  more  than  10,000  of  their  fellow 
men  everyday,"  Hatfield  said.  Hi 
spoke  to  an  audience  of  Washington 
leaders,  international  representa' 
tives,  and  journalists  at  a  uniquf 
"nonluncheon"  hunger  event.  Eao 
guest  was  served  two  ounces  o 
millet- -the  approximate  daily  ratio* 
of  500  million  people  around  the  worlf, 
who  are  starving. 

"Failure  by  our  government  to  in 
crease  United  States  food  aid  follow, 
ing  the  Rome  Food  Conference  put 
a  greater  responsibility  on  in 
dividuals  to  act  to  demonstrate  thei: 
concern,"  said  Hatfield,  a  Senatt 
delegate  to  the  UN  Food  Conferenc 
in  Rome.  "It  is  my  hope  the  govern 
ment  will  respond  when  it  sees  tha 
Americans  do  feel  compassion  for  tto 
millions  now  starving  throughout  th 
world." 

Church  leaders,  political  repre; 
sentatives,  and  journalists  wer 
urged  by  Hatfield  and  Dr.  Stanle 
Mooneyham  of  World  Vision  to  suf 
port  project  FAST  (Fight  Agains, 
Starvation  Today)  in  1975,  which  call; 
for  a  build-up  throughout  the  comin 
year  of  national  interest  andpartici; 
pation  in  the  1975,  November  2<| 
National  Day  of  Fasting. 

States  will  have  the  opportunit 
to  declare  a  statewide  fast  on  th 
first  Monday  of  a  selected  mont 
during  the  period  from  January  t 
November,  1975.  Such  statewid 
fasts  would  help  generate  support  fo 
the  nationwide  fast  on  the  Monday  c| 
Thanksgiving  week,  1975. 

Members  of  Congress  will  be  askej 
by  Hatfield  to  request  that  thei 
governors  declare  a  statewide  Fas 
Day  on  the  first  Monday  of  a  specij 
fic  month  during  the  period. 

"We  see  project  FAST  as  a  mean 
of  direct,  constructive,  action  whic 

(Continued  on  Page  10) 
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SUPERANNUATED 
MINISTERS  AND  WIDOWS 

Listed  below  are  the  Free  Will  Baptist  ministers  of  North  Carolina  who 
are  on  the  superannuation  list  of  the  State  Convention.  Also  listed  are  wid- 
ows of  Free  Will  Baptist  ministers  of  the  state  who  are  receiving  aid  through 
the  superannuation  program.  As  in  the  past,  during  holiday  seasons,  on 
birthdays,  and  throughout  the  year,  cards,  gifts,  and  any  other  remembrances 
for  these  who  have  served  the  denomination  so  faithfully  throughout  the  years 
will  be  greatly  appreciated. 


MINISTERS'  PENSION  LIST 

j[The  Rev.  Herman  Wooten 
104  Avery  Street 
Garner,  North  Carolina  27529 
Birthday:  February  15,  1893. 


|The  Rev.  Wiley  Ferrell 
1608  Tower  Street 
fcelma,  North  Carolina  27576 
Birthday:  September  27,  1902 


'he  Rev.  Milford  Hales 
loute  3 

:enly,  North  Carolina  27542 
irthday:  February  5,  1898 


MRS  RETIREMENT  LIST 

for.  J.  P.  Barrow 
Route  1,  Box  475 

(LaGrange,  North  Carolina  28551 
{Birthday:   October  26,  1898 

The  Rev.  L.  S.  Joyner 
1220  Lynn  Road 

Durham,  North  Carolina  27703 
Birthday:  November  5,  1905 


The  Rev.  J.  A.  Evans 

Route  1,  Box  100-C 

Seven  Springs,  North  Carolina  28578 

Birthday:  November  10,  1905 

The  Rev.  Willie  E.  Stilley 
Route  6,  Box  180 

New  Bern,  North  Carolina  28560 
Birthday:  July  28,  1909 


Rev.  L.  B.  Manning 
Box  163 

Fountain,  North  Carolina  27829 
Birthday:  May  13,  1900 

Mr.  Wade  Long 
702  West  Fourth  Street 
Ayden,  North  Carolina  28513 
IBirthday:  June  21,  1909 


WIDOWS'  PENSION  LIST 

Mrs.  M.  A.  Woodard 

c/o  Rachel  W.  Gorsuch 

60  Lemon  Street 

St.  Augustine,  Florida  32084 

Birthday:  June  5,  1891 


Mrs.  Julia  W.  Snyder 
Box  162 

Erlanger,  North  Carolina  27292 
Birthday:  August  25,  1896 


Mrs.  Mary  J.  Parrish 
Box  43 

Elm  City,  North  Carolina  27822 
Birthday:  September  23,  1903 


Mrs.  J.  W.  Alford 
c/o  Mrs.  Earl  Lewis 
Box  163 

Knightdale,  North  Carolina  27545 
Birthday:  October  11,  1881 

Mrs.  G.  C.  Joyner 

c/o  Mrs.  Norma  Eubanks 

Route  3 

Pittsboro,  North  Carolina  27312 
Birthday:  April  15,  1894 


Mrs.  Bessie  G.  Mitchell 
Box  65 

Pikeville,  North  Carolina  27863 
Birthday:  July  18,  1891 


Mrs.  W.  H.  Lancaster 
405  Raleigh  Road 

Smithfield,  North  Carolina  27577 
Birthday:  August,  2,  1899 


Mrs.  Letha  M.  Ringgold 
Route  6,  Box  135 

New  Bern,  North  Carolina  28560 
Birthday:  December  7,  1903 


Mrs.  Duffy  Toler 
131  N.  Eastern  Street 
Greenville,  North  Carolina  27834 
Birthday:  February  8,  1884 


Faith  Mission,  Leland, 
Revival  December  8-14 

The  Faith  Original  Free  Will  Bap- 
tist Mission,  Leland,  has  scheduled  a 
revival  for  the  week  of  December  8- 
14,  with  the  Rev.  Billy  Hardee 
bringing  the  messages  each  evening. 
The  pastor,  the  Rev.  O.  B.  Everett, 
will  assist  in  the  services  which  will 
begin  each  evening  at  7:30.  Along 
with  good  preaching  each  night, 
special  music  will  also  be  rendered. 

The  pastor  and  the  mission's  mem- 
bership invite  everyone  who  possibly 
can  to  attend  and  enjoy  a  week  of  re- 
vival and  Christian  worship. 


Bobby  Taylor  Pastoring 
Snow  Hill  Church 


The  Rev.  Bobby  Taylor  accepted 
the.  pastorate  of  Snow  Hill  Free  Will 
Baptist  Church  located  just  outside  of 
Mount  Olive,  October  1.  He  now  re- 
sides in  the  parsonage  of  the  church 
and  attends  Mount  Olive  College.  His 
address  is  P.  O.  Box  245,  Mount 
Olive,  North  Carolina  28365.  Mr. 
Taylor  states:  "The  Lord  is  blessing 
the  work  here.  Please  remember  the 
church  and  me  in  your  prayers." 

Ministers'  Fellowship 
Western  Conference 

The  Ministers'  Fellowship  of  the 
Western  Conference  will  meet  on 
December  10,  at  7  p.m.,  with  the 
Free  Union  Free  Will  Baptist 
Church,  Route  2,  Spring  Hope.  All 
ministers  of  the  conference  are  urged 
to  be  present. 


GOOD  MEN  CRIMINALLY  SILENT 
"All  that  is  necessary  for  the  tri- 
umph of  evil  is  that  good  men  do 
NOTHING!"- -Edmund  Burke. 
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MOUNT  OLIVE  COLLEGE 

FREE  WILL  BAPTIST 
HISTORICAL  SOCIETY  MEETING 


The  Free  Will  Baptist  Historical 
Society  will  hold  its  second  meeting 
in  the  Moye  Library  at  Mount  Olive 
College  on  December  5,  1974,  at 
1:30  p.m.  At  the  first  meeting,  held 
on  October  12,  officers  were  elected 
and  a  constitution  committee  was  ap- 
pointed to  draft  a  constitution  to  be 
submitted  to  the  membership  for 
consideration  at  the  next  meeting. 


The  Music  Department  of  Mount 
Olive  College  will  present  selections 
from  the  Christmas  portion  of  George 
F.  Handel's  "The  Messiah"  on  Wed- 
nesday, December  11,  at  8  p.m.,  in- 


1.  Founders'  Day 

Thursday,  December  5,  at  11  a.m., 
in  Rogers  Chapel.  This  is  a  special 
service  commemorating  the  twenty - 
third  anniversary  of  the  chartering  of 
Mount   Olive   College  (1951-1974). 

2.  Handel's  "Messiah" 
Wednesday,  December    11,    at  8 

p.m.,  in  Rogers  Chapel  on  the  new 
campus.  This  presentation  will  be 
presented  by  the  College  Chorus  and 
citizens  of  the  Mount  Olive  com- 
munity. 

3.  Television  Program 

Christmas  morning,  December  25, 


Two  friends  were  out  walking  in 
the  mountains.  Following  hard  at  the 
heels  of  his  master  was  a  faithful  dog. 
The  dog's  ears  and  eyes  were  listen- 
ing and  watching  for  words  of 
command  from  his  master.  In  con- 
versation ,  the  master  began  gesticul  - 


Charter  membership  in  the  society 
will  be  open  to  all  interested  persons 
through  December  5. 

The  program  at  the  forthcoming 
meeting  will  include  two  presenta- 
tions: "North  Carolina  Free  Will 
Baptists,  1685-1727"  by  Mr.  George 
Stevenson  and  "Preparing  the  His- 
tory of  a  Local  Church"  by  Mr. 
Claude  Moore. 


stead  of  December  3,  as  announced 
in  the  November  27  issue  of  "The 
Free  Will  Baptist."  The  place  for 
the  concert  will  be  the  Rogers  Chapel 
on  the  college  campus  as  announced. 


at  9  a.m.,  the  Mount  Olive  College 
Chorus  will  present  a  program  of 
Christmas  music  on  WITN-TV 
(channel  7). 

4.    1974-75  Basketball  Games 

You  are  urged  to  attend  the  Col- 
lege's basketball  game  (especially 
the  home  games)  and  help  us  cheer 
the  Trojans  to  victory. 

In  addition  to  these  occasions,  we 
invite  you  to  visit  us  at  any  time. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

W.  Burkette  Raper,  President 


ating.  He  raised  his  arm  in  the  di- 
rection of  a  precipice.  The  faithful 
dog,  thinking  that  his  master  was 
giving  a  word  of  command  to  him,  in- 
stantly leapt  to  his  death  over  the  pre  - 
cipice!  Oh,  that  we  were  as  quick  to 
obey  our  Master's  behests!  - -W.  B.  K. 


NATIONAL  DAY  OF  FASTING 

(Continued  from  Page  8) 

all  Americans  can  take  in  the  face 
of  this  overwhelming  human  dis- 
aster," saidDr.  Mooneyham.  "Fast- 
ing is  a  personal  act  of  commitment 
which  will  provide  a  way  for  people 
to  grasp  the  dimensions  of  this  pro- 
blem facing  our  fellowmen.  Those 
who  can  contribute  financially  to 
specific  emergency  aid  and  de- 
velopment projects  abroad  under-  j 
taken  by  voluntary  agencies  should  \ 
give  to  those  agencies  that  are  fight- 
ing hunger  around  the  world." 

"It  is  not  enough  to  deluge  the 
American    public  with  information 
about  the  magnitude  and  seemingly  j 
hopeless  proportions  of  this  crisis,"  j 
said  Mooneyham,  who  spends  most 
of  his  time  in  the  hungry  nations. 
"Those  of  us  who  are  actively  in- 
volved in  dealing  with  the  problems 
in  the  field  have  a  responsibility  to 
point  a  direction  and  provide  direct 
and  meaningful  ways  for  Americans 
to  respond." 

World  Vision  will  help  mobilize 
support  for  the  state  fasts  and  the 
National  Day  of  Fasting  among  relig- 
ious groups,  labor  organizations,  and 
civic  groups  as  part  of  project 
FAST.  The  organization  has  planned 
a  series  of  citywide  telethons  next 
spring.  A  television  documentary 
"The  Search  for  Survival"  already 
is  being  shown  across  the  country. 
Also,  a  committee  of  leaders  in  the 
food  industry,  labor,  and  consumer; 
groups  will  be  formed  to  develop  ways 
in  which  American  businesses  and 
consumers  can  cooperate  with  and 
contribute  to  project  FAST. 

"What  we  are  launching  today  is 
a  program  we  hope  will  result  in 
permanent  changes  in  our  food  con- 
sumption  patterns  throughout  the 
coming  year,"  Hatfield  explained. 

Senator  Hatfield  and  Dr.  Mooney- 
ham asked  that  all  voluntary  agencies 
and  Christian  organizations  join  with 
World  Vision  in  the  program  to  en- 
courage Americans  to  experience 
hunger  as  an  effective  means  of  de- 
veloping compassionate  understand- 
ing and  meaningful  response. 

World  Vision  International,  head- 
quartered in  Monrovia,  California, 
will  celebrate  in  1975  its  25th  anni- 
versary as  a  voluntary,  Christian 
humanitarian  organization  engaged  in 
childcare  services,  social  welfare 
programs,  and  medium  range  de- 
velopment projects  overseas. 

More  than  80  percent  of  the  1975 
budget  will  be  spent  in  direct  aid, 
with  only  20  percent  earmarked  for 
administrative     expenses.  Hunger 

(Continued  on  Page  15) 
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COMING  EVENTS  AT  MOUNT  OLIVE  COLLEGE 

In  appreciation  for  all  that  you  mean  to  Mount  Olive  College,  we  cor- 
dially invite  you  and   your  family  to  be  our  guests  on   the  following  occa- 
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Unmitigated 


by  the  Rev.  R.  P.  Hmrii 


THE  BEATITUDES 


Scriptural  Basis:   "...  The  Mas- 
jjj  ter  is  come,  and  calleth  for  thee" 
(John  11:28). 

THE  MASTER  CALLS  TO 
SEPARATION 

The  Master  calls  us  to  salvation, 
ij  and  when  we  are  saved  He  calls  us  to 
Jl become  separated  from  the  world, 
ij  God  cannot  use  one  who  is  committed 

■  to  wordliness.  Paul  tells  us  in  Ro- 
ll! mans  12:2,  ".  .  .  be  not  conformed  to 

■  this  world:  but  be  ye  transformed  by 
•(the  renewing  of  your  mind, ..."  The 
If  Bible  teaches  that  if  a  man  loves  the 
||  world,  the  love  of  the  Father  is  not  in 
II  him.  The  Lord  is  seeking  a  people 
I  who  being  set  in  the  world  are  not  of 
{(the  world- -a  peculiar  people  for 
1  Himself. 

God  called  Abraham  to  separate 
||  himself  from  all  his  earthly  entangle - 
|t  ments.  He  was  to  leave  the  land  of  his 

I  birth,  leave  his  family  connections, 
Rand  leave  whatever  earthly  pos- 
||  sessions  he  could  not  take  along  with 

II  him.  Abraham  had  to  leave  friends, 
I  business  associates,  and  a  cherished 
1  way  of  life. 

This  is  what  happens  with  every- 
|  one  whom  God  calls.  The  trouble  is 
1  that  too  many  want  to  answer  God's 
1  call,  but  they  are  unwilling  to  become 

I  separated  from  the  world.  Many 

III  people  try  to  stay  on  good  terms  with 

II  the  world  while  feebly  trying  to  follow 
1  God.  They  are  trying  to  carry  all  of 
1  their  former  habits,  friends,  andpos- 
1  sessions  along  with  them.  The  fact 
I  is,  we  have  to  "let  go  and  let  God 
I  have  His  wonderful  way"  with  us. 

Later  on  God  will  allow  us  the 

■  privilege  to  reach  some  of  our 
I  former  friends  for  Christ  and  will 
|  allow  us  to  convert  some  of  our 
t  earthly  possessions  to  His  cause. 
|  The  happy  Christian  is  the  one  who  is 

willing  to  go  all  the  way  and  renounce 


(Matthew  5:3-12) 
by  Mrs.  C.  D.  Clark 
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By  using  each  word  as  many  times  as  is  needed  the  entire  Beatitudes  as 
appear  in  Matthew  5:3-12  may  be  written  in  the  block  of  letters  above. 
There  are  a  total  of  sixty  -three  words  which  may  be  spelled  forwards,  back- 
wards, vertical,  horizontal,  or  diagonal.  Good  luck! 


any  and  all  things  which  hold  him 
back  or  involve  him  with  the  world. 

God,  later  on,  in  dealing  with  the 
descendants  of  Abraham  (the  Chil- 
dren of  Israel),  required  them  to 
separate  themselves  from  Egypt. 
Since  this  happened,  the  act  of  God 
there  has  come  to  imply  separation 
from  that  which  enslaves  us.  We  are 
to  separate  ourselves  from  people  or 
habits  or  evil  influences  of  any  kind. 
God's  people  learn  to  purge  them- 
selves from  evil  by  coming  out  from 
among  evil  involvement  of  any  kind. 
God  dealt  with  the  nation  of  Israel 
as  He  would  deal  with  a  son. 

God  calls  us  to  separation  with  a 
promise.  We  read  in  2  Corinthians 
6:17,  18:   "Wherefore  come  out  from 


among  them,  and  be  ye  separate, 
saith  the  Lord,  and  touch  not  the 
unclean  thing;  and  I  will  receive  you, 
And  will  be  a  Father  unto  you,  and  ye 
shall  be  my  sons  and  daughters,  saith 
the  Lord  Almighty."  The  unclean 
means  anything  that  is  not  clean, 
pure,  wholesome,  upright,  and  above 
board  in  all  our  life.  Dirty  words, 
immoral  acts,  filthy  bodies,  or  any 
unclean  thing,  God  cannot  and  will 
not  tolerate. 

God  has  given  us  the  Holy  Spirit 
whose  business  it  is  to  cleanse  and 
purge  us  from  all  evil.  We  only  have 
to  be  willing  to  submit  ourselves  to 
Him.  We  cannot  go  to  heaven  until 
the  cleansing  and  separating  work  has 
become  effective  in  our  lives. 
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ST.  CLAIRE  BIBLE  CLAS£) 

<  £Vl  ■ 

THE  SUNDAY 
SCHOOL  LESSON*^ 

FOR  DECEMBER  15  ^S^. 


CELEBRATING 
THE  PROMISE 

Lesson  Text:  Luke  1:39-55 
Memory  Verse:  Luke  1:49 

I.  INTRODUCTION 

In  the  years  just  before  the  birth  of 
Christ  the  world  was  groaning  under 
the  heavy  weight  of  oppression  and 
sin.  The  mighty  Roman  Empire  lay 
sprawled  over  the  known  world. 
Nearly  four  hundred  years  had  passed 
since  the  close  of  the  Old  Testa- 
ment, and  many  changes  had  come 
upon  that  of  Greece,  under  Alexander 
the  Great,  and  the  Romans,  under 
such  men  as  Pompey  and  Caesars. 

During  these  years  the  Jews,  as  one 
generation  gave  way  to  another,  lost 
hope  that  God  would  deliver  them.  But 
He  had  not  forgotten  His  promise 
made  to  Abraham,  Isaac,  Jacob,  and 
Joseph.  The  day  of  deliverance  would 
come;  but  first,  God  had  to  wait  for  the 
"fulness  of  time,"  for  the  time  when 
all  would  be  ready  for  the  advent  of 
His  son  who  would  come  as  the  Bright 
and  Morning  Star,  the  Lily  of  the  Val- 
ley, and  the  Sun  of  Righteousness. 

Then  the  years  were  fulfilled,  and 
the  time  of  His  coming  was  at  hand. 
In  preparing  the  way  for  His  birth, 
God  appeared  in  various  ways  to  those 
involved  in  His  birth  and  made  an- 
nouncement of  the  event  and,  as  we 
saw  in  last  Sunday's  lesson,  even  sent 
John  the  Baptist  to  prepare  the  way 
for  Christ. 

The  reception  of  the  good  news  of 
Christ's  coming  was  the  signal  for 
celebration,  rejoicing,  and  thanks- 
giving. As  they  were  thankful  for  the 
promise  of  His  coming,  so  should  we 
be  thankful  for  the  fact  of  His  coming. 
-  -  The  Advanced  Quarterly  (F.  W.  B.) 

n.    HINTS  THAT  HELP 

A.  Mary  had  been  impregnated  by 
the  Holy  Spirit,  and  Elisabeth  had 
miraculously  been  enabled  to  bear  a 
child  after  she  had  passed  the  age  of 
childbearing,  and  God  brought  these 
two  women  together .  Is  it  not  marvel  - 
ous  the  way  God  brings  people  of  like 
experience  together  for  the  purpose 
of  fellowship  and  strength?  This  is 


one  of  the  great  miracles  of  the 
church. 

B.  It  is  interesting  to  note  the  part 
that  angels  played  in  the  birth  of  our 
Lord.  It  was  an  angel  that  brought  the 
message  to  Mary  that  she  was  im- 
pregnated by  the  Holy  Spirit;  it  was  an 
angel  that  revealed  to  Joseph  that  he 
was  not  to  be  afraid  to  take  Mary  as 
his  wife,  that  the  child  she  carried 
was  of  the  Holy  Spirit;  and  it  was 
angels  that  announced  the  birth  to  the 
shepherds  on  the  Judean  hills. 

C.  As  we  approach  the  Christmas 
season,  we  should  ask  ourselves  this 
question:  "What  does  Christmas 
really  mean  to  me?"  To  children  it 
may  mean  one  thing,  to  those  who 
commercialize,  it's  something  else; 
but  the  important  question  is:  "What 
does  this  whole  thing  mean  to  you?" 

D.  There  are  those  who  object  to 
the  celebration  of  Christmas.  This 
is  wrong;  Christmas  ought  to  be  cele- 
brated. The  thing  that  is  wrong  is 
not  the  fact  that  we  celebrate  Christ- 
mas, but  the  way  we  celebrate  it. 
How  are  you  going  to  celebrate 
Christmas  this  year? 

E.  Christmas  ought  to  be  a  time 
of  joy  and  praise  to  God.  There  is  no 
other  proper  way  to  celebrate  the 
birth   of  our   Lord   Jesus  Christ. 

-The   Bible   Teacher  (F.  W.  B.). 

ID.    ADDITIONAL  TRUTHS 

A.  A  bigoted  Chinese  who  never 
could  be  influenced  to  attend  a  Chris- 
tian service  went  to  a  missionary  and 
said,  "I  want  to  hear  about  your  re- 
ligion. I  never  have  heard  the  words 
of  it,  but  I  have  heard  the  laughter  in 
your  house  and  in  the  houses  of  my 
countrymen  who  have  embraced  your 
faith.  And  if  you  have  anything  that 
makes  people  joyous  I  want  it."  One 
great  need  in  all  lands  is  for  more 
glad  Christians. --The  Record  of 
Christian  Work  as  Quoted  in  3000 
Illustrations  for  Christian  Service. 

B.  Mary  is  called  '  'blessed' '  four 
times  -  -once  by  the  angel  Gabriel 
(Luke  1:28),  twice  by  Elisabeth  (w. 
42,  45)  and  once  by  herself  (v.  48). 
She  was  blessed  because  God  honored 
her  by  choosing  her  to  become  the 
mother  of  His  Son;  she  was  blessed 
because  she  believed  God's  Word;  and 
she  was  blessed  because  she  was  sub- 


missive to  God's  action  in  bringing 
the  Messiah  into  the  world  through 
her. 

Are  we  not  blessed  in  similar 
ways?  God  offers  us  the  opportunity 
to  let  His  Son  be  born  in  us.  Christ 
is,  indeed,  as  Paul  indicated, 
"formed"  in  us  (Galatians  4:19). ; 
Because  of  Mary's  faithful  response' 
to  God,  Jesus  dwelt  in  Mary's  womb1 
in  the  flesh;  because  of  our  faithful 
response  to  God,  Jesus  dwells  in 
our  hearts  in  the  Spirit  (Ephesians 
3:17).  Just  as  Mary's  faith  made  it 
possible  for  God  to  bless  her,  so  our 
faith,  in  response  to  His  Word,  makes 
it  possible  for  Him  to  bless  us.| 
Mary's  submission  to  God  made  it 
possible  for  the  Spirit  to  overshadow 
her  and  do  to  her  "great  things."  So 
we  must  surrender  to  Him  if,  in  our 
lives,  the  great  inner  works  of  spiri- 
tual purpose,  cleansing,  and  em- 
powering are  to  occur. --Standard 
Lesson  Commentary. 

C.  "A  man  once  dreamed  that  he^ 
was  in  the  stable  in  Bethlehem  and  ' 
saw  the  Child.  He  asked,  'What  are: 
you  doing  here,  Little  One?'  And: 
the  Child  answered,  T  am  not  doingi 
anything,  here!  But  I  shall  go  fromf 
here  soon.  I  shall  speak  parables 
that  will  haunt  the  world.  I  shall 
climb  a  hill,  rise  on  a  cross,  andthe: 
world  will  not  be  able  to  forget.  I  will! 
overwhelm  the  grave.  I  shall  es-j 
tablish  the  church.  I  will  come  again  -j 
some  day  to  reign  as  King.  My  birth  \ 
in  the  stable  is  not  as  important  as  ? 
the  fact  that  I  shall  be  born  in  man's- 
hearts  around  the  world!' 

"It  was  never  His  birth  in  a  barni 
that  Jesus  emphasized.  Did  He  eveH 
refer  to  it?  His  interest  was  in  being 
born  into  the  hearts,  spirits,  and  ways  I 
of  men.  This  is  the  sort  of  birthday  ' 
He  will  join  us  in  celebrating,  andthe 
angels,  He  said,  will  join  Him  also. 
Christ  is  satisfied  only  when  He  has  ! 
moved  from  His  cattle  shed  into  the  1 
living  room  of  men's  lives. 

"Thanks  to  Christ,  God  is  with  us 
wherever  we  are . "  -  -  Tarbell's 
Teacher's  Guide,  1964. 

D.  Christ  is  a  rare  jewel,  but  men 
know  not  His  value;  a  sun  which  never 
shines,  but  men  perceive  not  His 
brightness  nor  walk  in  His  light.  He 
is  a  garden  full  of  sweets,  a  hive 
full  of  honey,  a  sun  without  a  spot, 
a  star  ever  bright,  a  fountain  ever 
full,  a  brook  which  ever  flows,  arose 
which  ever  blooms,  a  foundation 
which  never  yields,  a  guide  who  never 
errs,  a  friend  who  never  forsakes. 

No  mind  can  fully  grasp  His  glory, 
His  beauty,  His  worth.  His  im- 
portance, no  tongue  can  fully  declare. 
--Arthur  James  Balfour. 
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GEORGE  WASHINGTON 
AND  THE 
SNOW  SHOVEL 


|  ERRY  needed  money  for 
jv  Christmas.  He  always  seemed 
jp  need  a  few  extra  dimes  or  quar- 
ters; but  with  Christmas  coming,  he 
jfeeded  money  more  than  ever, 
if  "Hey,  wake  up!"  a  voice  shouted. 
Ij' Sleepyhead,  wake  up."  It  was 
frerry's  older  brother,  Mike.  Then 
lie  yelled  again:  "Wake  up  and 
flee  the  snow.  Maybe  they'll  call  off 
||chool  today." 

fj  Terry  got  up  and  shivered  as  he 
Jlent   to   the  window.     Soft,  white 
llnow  was  coming  down  hard.  The 
Jars  that  passed  their  house  went 
■lowly,  and  it  looked  as  if  it  would 
■now  all  day.     Maybe  they  would 
■all  school  off;  there  were  bad  roads 
In  the  country,  and  the  school  buses 
would  have  a  hard  time. 
I  Then  it  hit  Terry.  Sure!  Why  not? 
If  there  were  no  school,  he'd  have 
ihe  day  off.  Quickly  he  dressed  and 
Hashed  downstairs.    He  went  all  the 
jvay  from  the  second  floor  to  the 
lirst  and  then  to  the  basement  with- 
out stopping. 

I  Up  he  came  with  the  big  coal 
Ihovel  that  they  had  kept  from  years 
last  and  used  now  to  shovel  snow. 
'I'm  going  into  the  sidewalk- clearing 
(usiness,  Mike,"  Terry  said  to  his 
irother.  The  older  boy  laughed,  not 
hinking  his  brother  wanted  to  work 
hat  badly. 

The  radio  message  brought  a 
:heer.  "School  in  the  city  is  canceled 
or  today.  Listen  tonight  for  news  of 
school  tomorrow."  Mike  and  Terry 
eaped  for  joy.  No  school.  A  whole 
lay  off.  It  was  like  a  special  holi- 
lay. 

After  breakfast  Terry  wrapped 
limself  in  two  sweaters,  a  jacket, 
lis  high  boots,  his  woolen  hat  that 
nade  a  face  mask,  and  his  warm  mit- 
ens .  Out  he  went  to  start  his  shovel  - 


ing  business.  Three  houses  later  he 
had  a  customer.  He  made  fifty  cents 
by  cleaning  off  a  small  sidewalk. 

Then  he  did  another  and  another.  By 
noon  the  snow  had  stopped,  and  Terry 
was  in  business.  He'd  gone  home 
twice  to  get  warm ,  and  then  he  was  out 
again. 

At  Mr.  Benson's  house,  he  got  a 
big  job.  A  dollar  and  a  half  to  shovel 
the  snow  from  a  big  front  walk  and 
carport.  As  he  began,  he  saw  a  gang 
Of  boys  starting  a  snowball  battle. 
Soon  the  big,  round  balls  were  flying 
close  by.  Terry  thought  of  joining 
them  and  then  of  telling  them  not 
to  throw  snow  on  the  cleared  part  of 
the  sidewalk,  but  he  said  nothing. 
Then  a  big  ice  ball  hit  a  window.  It 
didn't  break  the  window,  but  Mr.  Ben- 
son came  running  out. 

"Who  did  that?"  he  demanded  of 
Terry.   "Did  you,  boy?" 

Terry  said,  "No,"  and  he  then 
pointed  at  the  boys,  but  they  were 
hiding.  Mr.  Benson  grew  angry.  "I 
am  paying  you  to  shovel  snow,  not  to 
wreck  my  house .  Now  here , "  he  said 
as  he  drew  out  his  wallet,  "take  this 
dollar  and  get  out  of  here." 

Terry  tried  to  explain,  but  it  was  no 
use.  As  Mr.  Benson  turned  to  go  into 
the  house,  an  extra  dollar  slipped  out 
of  his  wallet  and  fluttered  to  the 
ground. 

In  a  quick  motion,  Terry  flipped 
some  snow  onto  the  dollar,  so  Mr. 
Benson  wouldn't  see  it. 

Suddenly  the  man  stopped.  He 
reached  for  his  wallet  and  counted  his 
money.  "How  much  did  I  give  you, 
boy?"  he  demanded.  Terry  showed 
him  the  one  dollar  and  said  nothing 
about  the  one  in  the  snow.  George 
Washington's  face  was  covered  by  the 
quick  action  of  Terry's  snow  shovel. 

Mr.  Benson  couldn't  understand, 
but  he  marched  back  into  the  house. 
Terry  quickly  snatched  up  the  dollar 
from  the  snow,  stuffed  it  into  his  pock- 
et, and  hurried  home.  He  didn't  feel 
much  like  working  any  more,  and  be- 
sides, he  had  an  extra  dollar  he  hadn't 
counted  on. 

That  night  as  the  family  had  de- 


votions, Terry's  mind  wandered  to 
the  false  accusation  that  Mr.  Benson 
had  made.  Terry  hadn't  thrown  any 
snowballs;  and  Mr.  Benson  shouldn't 
have  accused  him.  Still,  the  dollar 
wasn't   his.      Terry  was  worried. 

Mike  sat  with  eyes  half  closed, 
listening  to  his  dad  reading  the  Bible. 
Terry's  mind  wandered  as  his  dad 
read.  Then,  as  the  words  that  were 
read  soaked  in,  Terry  became  alert. 
' '  Buy  and  sell ,  and  get  gain , ' '  he  heard 
his  father  read  from  James  4:13. 
That's  what  he'd  been  doing:  getting 
gain. 

Then  the  last  verse  in  the  fourth 
chapter  of  James  was  read:  "To  him 
that  knoweth  to  do  good,  and  doeth  it 
not,  to  him  it  is  sin." 

That's  how  things  were  with  him. 
He  knew  he  should  have  given  Mr. 
Benson's  dollar  back,  but  he  hadn't. 

"Dad,  may  I  go  out  for  a  few  min- 
utes?" Terry  asked  as  the  prayer 
time  closed  the  devotions. 

Soon  he  was  trudging  through  the 
snow,  heading  for  Mr.  Benson's. 
The  boy  haltingly  explained  what  had 
happened,  and  a  gruff  Mr.  Benson 
listened.  When  Terry  offered  the 
dollar,  the  man  took  it.  Then  he 
spoke  up. 

"Son,  after  school  tomorrow,  come 
back  and  clear  off  the  rest  of  this 
snow,  and  I'll  give  you  the  other  fifty 
cents  I  owe  you." 

Back  through  the  snow,  Terry  hur- 
ried. His  nose  was  cold,  but  his  heart 
was  warm.  The  words  of  another 
verse  his  dad  had  read  came  to  his 
mind.  "Life  .  ..  is  ...  a  vapour" 
(James  4:14),  he'd  heard.  Life  was 
too  short  for  a  boy  to  take  something 
that   wasn't   really  his. - -Selected. 


NOTES  OF  THANKS 

The  Rev.  and  Mrs.  E.  C.  Morris 
wish  to  express  love  and  gratitude 
to  all  who  remembered  them  in  any 
way  during  Mr.  Morris'  recent  stay 
in  the  hospital.  The  cards,  flowers, 
gifts,  and  prayers  of  everyone  are 
deeply  appreciated. 

The  Morrises  state:  "God  has 
been  good  to  give  us  friends  who  care. 
When  we  count  our  blessings,  the 
love  and  genuine  concern  of  our 
friends  will  be  among  the  first." 

Mr.  Morris  is  now  at  home  and 
improving,  but  is  confined  to  his  bed. 
They  desire  your  continued  prayers 
and  pray  God's  richest  blessings  on 
each  of  you. 


The  Rev.  N.  Dan  Beaman  would  like 
to  thank  all  who  thought  of  him  during 
his  recent  stay  in  the  hospital.  The 
cards,  flowers,  gifts,  and  prayers 
were  deeply  appreciated  and  shall  be 
remembered  always. 
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IMPRISONMENT 


Man-Made  Prison- 

(The  article  below  was  written  by  an  18-year-old  boy, 
Phil  Foreman,  who  lived  at  Route  2,  Belhaven,  but  is  now 
serving  time  at  Polk  Correction  Center,  Raleigh,  for  armed 
robbery  due  to  drugs. 

Since  Phil  was  first  sentenced  to  prison  in  Washington, 
North  Carolina,  he  has  given  his  life  to  Jesus  in  full  sur- 
render to  God's  will.  He  has  also  led  his  mother  and  father 
to  fully  surrender  their  lives  to  God. 


Priso 


Phil  has  written  several  articles  that  I  feel  will  touch 
many  hearts.  He  has  given  me  permission  to  ask  that  some 
of  them  be  printed  in  "The  Free  Will  Baptist."  His  only 
desire  now  is  to  help  other  young  people  to  find  Christ  as 
their  Saviour  before  they  fall  victim  to  Satan's  evil  devices 
that  will  ruin  their  lives  through  deceit  as  it  has  his. --Mrs. 
Edwin  Raper.) 


THERE  are  two  prisons:  one  is 
the  man-made  prison- -the 
prison  of  iron  bars,  brick  walls,  and 
wire  fences.  The  other  prison  is  the 
prison  of  man  consisting  of  flesh, 
blood,  and  bones.  The  man-made 
prison  imprisons  man  from  society, 
fencing  him  off  from  the  rest  of  the 
world,  and  taking  from  him  his  so- 
called  freedom. 

But  what  is  freedom?  What  man 
is  truly  free?  For  as  long  as  a  man 
lives  in  the  presence  of  another  man 
that  can  never  be  complete  freedom. 
Man  always  has  to  answer  to  laws 
that  are  necessary  for  the  survival  of 
man.  The  truly  free  men  are  the 
men  of  God;  for  they  have  love  in 
their  hearts  and  peace  of  mind.  Those 
who  love  the  Lord  have  love  for  Him 
above  all  things  and  wish  to  please 
Him;  in  doing  so,  they  please  them- 
selves. 


The  prison  of  man  imprisons  the 
soul.  This  prison  keeps  man  from 
ever  knowing  the  joy,  the  hope  of 
peace,  and  the  love  of  the  Lord.  As 
there  is  a  gateway  to  the  man-made 
prison,  there  is  also  a  gateway  to 
the  prison  of  man.  The  gateway  to 
the  man-made  prison  is  made  of 
steel  and  wire;  the  key  is  but  a  small 
piece  of  metal.  The  gateway  to  the 
prison  of  man  is  the  mind  and  heart; 
the  key  is  Jesus  Christ! 

By  believing  in  Jesus  with  all 
one's  heart  and  mind,  man  can  be 
set  free  from  his  own  personal  pris- 
on and  need  never  return  again.  Once 
the  gate  is  unlocked,  man's  inner  self 
--the  soul- -finds  joy,  love,  and 
peace.  With  the  gate  open,  the  pris- 
oner is  free  to  be  a  servant  of  the 
Lord;  for  while  the  heart  and  mind 
were  closed  to  Jesus,  the  prisoner 
was  bound  by  chains  of  sin  and  was 


a  slave  to  Satan.  Many  times  ma:' 
says  that  he  is  a  slave  to  no  one. 
but  the  truth  is  that  all  men  an 
slaves- -either  to  God  or  Satan.  Mai, 
is  born  into  slavery  to  Satan  by  thi 
first  sin  he  ever  commits.  As  i: 
takes  one  lie  to  make  men  a  liar 
it  takes  one  sin  to  make  man  a  sinner; 

Man  builds  his  own  personal  prisot 
out  of  lies  and  sin  and  does  it  by  ly  , 
ing  to  himself- -saying  there  isnoth 
ing  wrong  with  the  sin  he  is  commit 
ting.  The  gate  is  shut  when  ms 
starts  believing  his  own  lies.  Thif 
is  why  the  gate  to  the  prison  of  maB 
is  the  mind  and  heart;  for  what  mai 
knows  in  his  mind,  he  feels  in  hii 
heart.  Jesus  is  the  key!  Man  cai 
believe  in  and  love  the  Lord  so  h( 
can  be  free  from  his  prison  full  o 
heartaches  and  fears;  or,  he  can  con 
tinue  believing  his  own  lies  ant 
searching  for  something  he  can'i, 
name. 


"It's  a  Dog- Eat  World!" 

"Everybody  Else  Is  Doing  It!" 
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E  are  living  in  an  age  when  it 
LU  is  all  too  easy  to  use  these  same 
pat  excuses  to  condone  our  immoral 
or  unethical  practices  in  the  field  of 
business.  The  political  tempest  ex- 
posed through  the  Watergate  affair 
is  merely  a  symptom  of  an  even 
greater  virus  that  is  infecting  all 
levels  of  our  society:  where  the  end 
justifies  the  means  and  expediency 
is  placed  above  morality. 

When  author  William  Proctor  set 
out  to  write  a  book  about  applying 
Christian  principles  to  the  business 
world,  he  was  half-jokingly  met  with 
cynical  quips  like,  "Oh,  is  that  going 
to  be  a  book  with  blank  pages?"  and 
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Survival  of  the  Fittest ! 


"I  guess  that  should  be  a  pretty 
short  volume- -maybe  ten  pages  or 
so?"  The  unspoken  assumption  is 
that  Christian  values  and  business 
ethics  are  mutually  exclusive.  In 
fact,  most  of  us  erroneously  suspect 
that  God  calls  only  a  select  few  to 
be  full-time,  professional  Chris- 
tians; these  people  are  ministers 
and  missionaries.  The  rest  of  us 
are  content  to  be  "laymen,"  that 
is,  we  leave  God  in  church  on  Sun- 
day and  proceed  through  the  rest  of 
the  week  on  our  own,  following  our 
respective  careers  without  any 
thought  to  God. 
Right?  Wrong! 


At  least  half  of  our  waking  hour 
each  week  are  spent  on  the  jol 
If  we  are  true  Christians,  how  c£ 
we  leave  God  out  of  jme  of  ou 
most  vital  activities? 

Help  Wanted:  Faith  Required  i 
the  result  of  William  Proctor's  ex 
ploration  of  the  problems  of  th 
working  world.  Has  hard  work  gor 
out  of  style?  What's  happened  t 
the  Protestant  work  ethic?  Wher 
do  you  draw  the  line  between  com 
pany  loyalty  and  individual  morality 
How  can  you  effectively  witness  i 
work?  Can  the  biblical  view  of  won" 
an's  role  ever  be  reconciled  wit 
(Continued  on  Page  15) 
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jQuestions  &  Answers 

(Continued  from  Page  5) 

ind  his  talents,  other  than  wealth,  in 
oromoting  the  cause  of  Christ;  but  I 
:an  never  conceive  of  the  fact  that 
he  blessed  Holy  Spirit  would  indi- 
:ate  to  any  that  physical  properties 
it  anytime  and  place  take  priority 
>ver  the  actual  proclamation  of  the 
;ospel . 

]  I  attended  Belden  Avenue  Baptist 
Church  in  Chicago  awhile.  Their 
physical  properties  consisted  in  a 
modest  brick  building  the  group  of 
lelievers  had  built  and  a  less  spec- 
tacular building  another  church  group 
■  jad  abandoned  and  they  had  purchased 
Jp  give  them  needed  classrooms  for 
\\ieir  Sunday  school  and  young  peo- 
ple's activities.  They  had  over  30 
•ull-time  missionaries  they  had  sent 
Irom  the  church  to  several  foreign 
melds.  During  the  depression  in  the 
jlarly  thirties,  while  many  members 
Were  without  work,  they  considered 
'  jelling  the  second  building  to  aid 
mem  in  keeping  their  workers  on  the 
ieveral  mission  fields;  however,  the 
fiord  seemed  to  say  "no"  to  such  a 
ilan  so  the  last  I  knew  they  were 
iraying  and  struggling  to  maintain 
iach  missionary  on  the  field.  The 
laid  workers  including  the  pastor 
lolunteered  to  take  a  sharp  re- 
duction in  salary.  Such  sacrificies 
in  the  part  of  th  e  members  of  that 
local  church  group  told  me  in  part 
what  Christ  requires  in  our  fulfilling 
|he  words  of  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ 
Is  found  in  Matthew  6:33,  quoted 
Ibove. 

1  Surely    no    dedicated  Christian 
Irauld  be  so  naive  as  to  imagine 
Itiat  a  correct  interpretation  of  God's 
■Vord  would  allow  for  a  $40,000  rec- 
leational  building  to  be  maintained 
i|i  behalf  of  the  local  church  when  they 
■10  not,  apart  from  the  support  of  any 
Ither  group,  retain  and  fully  support 
|1  sufficient  number  of  missionaries 
•n  the  foreign  field.  If  one  so  has 
lis  spiritual  values  confused  he  needs 
j  return  to  calvary  and  become  fully 
ware  of  the  Scripture's  directives 
l  such  passages  as  "Then  said  Jesus 
nto  his  disciples,  If  any  man  will 
ome  after  me,  let  him  deny  himself, 
nd  take  up  his  cross,  and  follow  me" 
Vlatthew  16:24). 

I  really  wonder  how  much  the 
verage  church  member  is  denying 
imself  in  this  our  day.  One  class 
f  church  members  cannot  even  stay 
l  their  building  to  worship  except 
hen  the  air  conditioning  is  turned 
l  so  as  to  cause  older  and  other 
hysical  weak  members  to  be  uncom- 
)rtable  while  precious  fuel  is 
asting.     Take  up  your  cross  and 


follow  Christ;  having  no  missionaries 
on  the  foreign  field,  but  instead  build- 
ing and  maintaining  a  $40,000  recre- 
ational building!  I  just  simply  can't 
see  it  that  way.  "If  any  man  come 
to  me,  and  hate  not  his  father,  and 
mother,  and  wife,  and  children,  and 
brethren,  and  sisters,  yea,  and  his 
own  life  also,  he  cannot  be  my  dis- 
ciple. And  whosoever  doth  not  bear 
his  cross,  and  come  after  me,  cannot 
be  my  disciple"    (Luke  14:26,  27). 

To  bear  one's  cross  does  not  con- 
sist in  wearing  a  silver  or  gold  em- 
blem of  the  Cross  as  a  necklace  nor 
placing  such  an  image  upon  a  table 
or  stand  to  be  viewed,  but  in  dying 
with  Christ.  Paul  put  it  thus:  "I 
am  crucified  with  Christ:  neverthe- 
less I  live;  yet  not  I,  but  Christ  liveth 
in  me:  and  the  life  which  I  now  live 
in  the  flesh  I  live  by  the  faith  of  the 
Son  of  God,  who  loved  me,  and  gave 
himself  for  me"  (Galatians  2:20); 
"I  protest  by  your  rejoicing  which  I 
have  in  Christ  Jesus  our  Lord,  I 
die  daily"  (1  Corinthians  15:31); 
"I  beseech  you  therefore,  brethren, 
by  the  mercies  of  God,  that  ye  pre- 
sent your  bodies  a  living  sacrifice, 
holy,  acceptable  unto  God,  which  is 
your  reasonable  service.  And  be  not 
conformed  to  this  world:  but  he  ye 
transformed  by  the  renewing  of  your 
mind,  that  ye  may  prove  what  is  that 
good,  and  perfect  will  of  God.  ...  Be 
not  wise  in  your  own  conceits"  (Ro- 
mans 12:1,  2,  16).  Jesus  also  tells  us 
in  Luke  14:23- -"And  the  lord  said 
unto  the  servant,  Go  out  into  the  high- 
ways and  hedges,  and  compel  them  to 
come  in,  that  my  house  may  be 
filled." 


FAMILY  FIRESIDE 

(Continued  from  Page  4) 

Prayer  Thought 
If  we  could  hear  ourselves  as  the 
other  fellow  hears  us,  many  of  us 
would  be  filled  with  shame  and  re- 
morse. Try  using  a  tone  God  would 
enjoy. 

SATURDAY,  DECEMBER  14 

Scripture  Reading- -Psalm  51:10 
Not  a  Visitor 

Near  the  Royal  residence  at  Os- 
borne in  the  Isle  of  Wight  were  alms- 
houses. While  visiting  an  old  lady 
in  one  of  these  a  gentleman 
asked  her,  "Does  the  Queen  ever 
visit  here?"  "Oh,  yes,"  was  the 
answer,  "Her  Majesty  comes  to  see 
me."  "And  does  the  King  of  kings 
visit  you  here?"  asked  the  visitor. 
"No,  sir,"  said  the  old  lady.  "He 
doesn't  visit,  He  lives  here.  - -Chris- 
tian Herald. 


Prayer  Thought 
Does  God  live  in  our  homes?  Better 
yet,  could  God  stand  to  live  in  our 
homes? 


"IT'S  A  DOG-EAT  WORLD!" 

(Continued  from  Page  14) 

the  plight  of  the  modern  Christian 
career  woman? 

Proctor  believes  that  Christian 
principles  can  transform  the  "rat 
race"  into  a  rewarding  and  enrich- 
ing daily  experience.  In  many,  if  not 
most,  cases  those  who  deal  with 
problems  i-i  a  Christian  frame  of 
reference  ;an  attribute  the  smoothing 
over  of  many  thorny  situations 
directly  to  God's  intervention  in  the 
matter.  All  of  us- -whether  we  be 
executives  or  tradesmen,  union 
workers  or  homemakers- -can  bene- 
fit from  the  prayerful  yet  pragmatic 
advice  this  book  offers. 

Help     Wanted:     Faith  Required 

draws  from  Scripture  and  real -life 
experiences  to  tackle  these  and  many 
more  problems  unique  to  the 
Christian  working  experience.  - - 
News  Release,  Fleming  Revell Com- 
pany. 


********** 

HAVE  YOU  RENEWED  YOUR 
SUBSCRIPTION? 

********** 

National  Day  of  Fasting 

(Continued  from  Page  10) 

projects  for  the  year  have  already 
begun  in  the  drought  stricken  coun- 
tries of  the  Sahel  in  Africa,  in  ad- 
dition to  the  countries  in  Bangladesh, 
India,  Cambodia,  Indonesia,  Laos, 
and  the  Philippines. 


WANTED 

Christian  Ministers  and  Laymen 
To  Help  Establish 
Free  Will  Baptist  Churches 
Within  Continental  United  States 

For  Information,  Contact 

N.  C.  STATE  CONVENTION  OF 
ORIGINAL  FREE  WILL  BAPTIST 
CHURCH  EXTENSION 

Taylor  Hill,  Sec.  and  Treas. 
1207  Arsenal  Avenue 
Fayetteville,  N.  C.  28305 
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DUKE  UNIVERSITY 
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The  Biggest  Print... 

NELSON'S  GIANT 
PRINT  BIBLES 

For  the  first  time  in  Bible  publishing  history,  a  complete  King  James 
Bible  with  giant-sized  16-point  type  in  a  personal  size  volume.  An 
excellent  choice  for  clergymen,  teachers,  students  —  anyone  who 
may  need  or  prefer  a  giant-sized  print. 

Many  editions  also  contain  study  features  and  full-color  illustrations. 


No.  580  -  $8.50 
No.  585 -$15.95 
No.  582B- $13.95 
No.  586  -  $26.95 
No.  589  -  $39.95 
No.  581  -$12.95 
No.  581 W-  $12.95 


FREE  WILL  BAPTIST  PRESS 
P.O.  BOX  I58  AYDEN,  N.C.  285I3 
BRANCH  STORES  IN  —  NEW  BERN, 
SMITHFIELD,  &  WILSON,  N.  C. 


PSALM  103 


dure  for  ever;  and  thy  remem- 
brance unto  all  generations. 

13  Thou  shalt  arise,  and  have 
mercy  upon  Zion:  for  the  time  to 
favour  her,  yea,  the  set  time,  is 
come. 

14  For  thy  servants  take  pleasure 
in  her  stones,  and  favour  the  dust 


938  A  F 

heavens  are  the  w 

26  They  shall  j 
shalt  endure:  yea. 
wax  old  like  a  gi 
ture  shalt  thou  c 
they  shall  be  cha 

27  But  thou  at 

thv  vpars  shall  hi 
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For  some,  the  music  and  the  message  might 
lot  have  been  important ;  but,  the  service  could 
tot  have  been  in  vain ,  even  should  that  one  lady 
lave  been  the  only  person  so  touched .... 


E  d  i  t  o  r  i  a  I-- 


Cover    Photo     by   Harold  M.  Lambe 


IT  COULDN'T  HAVE  BEEN  IN  VAIN 

There  were  tears  in  her  eyes.  She  had  walked  up  to  me  after  the  service  and 
had  extended  her  hand.  She  had  not  been  the  first  to  come  forward,  for  she  had 
to  use  a  walker;  but  even  though  the  effort  might  have  been  a  most  difficult 
one;  she  nevertheless  came  forward  to  tell  me  something.  What  she  said 
thrilled  my  heart  and  soul;  and  in  all  sincerity,  I  must  admit  that  I  felt  a  lump 
in  my  throat  and  tears  welled  in  my  eyes-tears  not  of  pity  for  her,  but  in 
response  to  what  she  had  said. 

The  scene  was  an  organ  concert,  Sunday  night,  November  24,  at  Reedy 
Branch  church  near  Winterville.  The  artist  at  the  keyboard  was  Karen  Grace 
Register  of  Kinston,  and  I  was  narrating  the  program;  and  at  a  specified  time 
of  meditative  silence,  I  had  rendered  a  reading  entitled  "Desiderata," 
exhorting  all  persons  to  "Go  placidly  amid  the  noise  and  haste,  and  remember 
what  peace  there  may  be  in  silence.  As  far  as  possible,  without  surrender,  be 
on  good  terms  with  all  persons.  Speak  your  truth  quietly  and  clearly ;  and  listen 
to  others,  even  the  dull  and  ignorant;  they  too  have  their  story."  The  con- 
clusion advised:  "You  are  a  child  of  the  universe,  no  less  than  the  trees  and  the 
stars ;  you  have  a  right  to  be  here  ...  be  at  peace  with  God  ...  in  the  noisy 
confusion  of  life  keep  peace  with  your  soul.  With  all  its  sham,  drudgery,  and 
broken  dreams,  it  is  still  a  beautiful  world.  Be  careful.  Strive  to  be  happy." 

The  organist  had  performed  superbly-music  from  the  old  masters  and  from 
American  composers.  Her  technique  seemed  flawless,  and  even  those  in  at- 
tendance who  may  not  have  appreciated  all  the  selections  chosen  nevertheless 
were  awed  by  the  skill  of  the  young  lady  and  were  obviously  moved  by  the 
spirit  of 'the  program. 

The  crowd  was  large  by  Sunday  night  standards,  and  the  interest  was  keen. 
From  my  vantage  point  I  observed  only  one  or  two  yawns,  and  these  were  from 
children  who  do  so  automatically,  not  from  boredom,  but  from  physical  need  or 
habit. 

I  was  glad  for  the  interest  expressed.  I  was  moved  by  the  music  and  the 
feeling  of  sacredness  within  the  sanctuary.  I  scanned  the  crowd  as  the  organ 
pealed  forth  in  grand  crescendoes  and  then  became  very  tender  with 
melodious  countermelodies  and  then  excitable  with  emotional,  intricate  trills 
and  other  oramentations.  I  saw  scores  of  faces  with  varying  expressions: 
smiles,  stares,  bowed  heads  with  closed  eyes,  and  others  with  eyes  lifted 
heavenward.  Occasionally,  a  face  would  turn  in  my  direction  at  the  front  of  the 
church  and  nod  approval  at  the  music  and  what  was  transpiring. 

Somehow,  I  had  missed  the  lady  in  my  overview  of  the  congregation,  I  had 
seen  her  numerous  times  when  I  had  been  seated  at  the  organ,  and  she  had 
commended  me  for  my  performance-not  for  the  excellency  of  it,  but  for  what 
it  had  meant  to  her  and  how  it  had  met  her  individual  needs.  So,  in  this  in- 
stance, when  she  walked  up  to  me,  halted  in  step  but  warm  and  aimiable  in 
projection,  I  knew  that  she  would  say  something  nice-not  just  to  be  saying  it, 
but,  rather,  to  express  her  appreciation  for  the  service.  I  noticed  the  tears  first, 
and  then  she  clasped  my  hand  in  hers  and  spoke  in  a  voice  that  is  singularly 
hers-a  voice  carrying  beautiful  vibrations,  but  having  a  tone  that  would  not 
particularly  appeal  to  the  masses,  for  though  eloquent  after  a  manner,  her 
voice,  too,  was  noticeably  emotional  and  not  so  fluent  in  quality.  She  had 
sustained  a  stroke  that  had  affected  both  voice  and  mobility.  Nonetheless,  what 
she  said  touched  the  heartstrings  of  this  writer  and  produced  a  joy  song  within 
that  tapped  the  wells  of  waters  that  flood  the  eyes. 

"Mr.  Manning,  I  have  had  a  most  difficult  day,  and  you  cannot  possibly  know 
what  an  inspiration  this  program  has  been  to  me  tonight.  Thank  you  so  much 
for  this  most  wonderful  service.  I  am  thankful  to  have  been  able  to  come."  As  a 
matter  of  course,  I  offered  my  cheek  and  she  responded  with  a  hug  which 
nourished  a  spiritual  hunger  of  mine  and  warmed  the  coldest  part  of  my 
nature,  if  indeed  there  is  any  coldness  in  me. 

Certainly  there  were  other  congratulations  and  expressions  of  appreciation, 
but  none  touched  me  quite  so  much  as  did  this  sincere  expression  from  a  kind 
lady,  who,  though  debilitated  physically  and  suffering  with  discomfort,  was 
nonetheless  thankful  that  she  had  been  afforded  the  opportunity  of  attending  a 
worship  service. 

Afterwards,  when  Miss  Register  and  I  discussed  the  concert  over  a  coke-her 
superb  keyboard  artistry  and  my  somewhat  insignificant  backup  per- 
formance-we  were  both  able  to  declare  uncategorically  that  had  the  kind  lady 
been  alone  in  the  sanctuary  and  had  she  been  our  only  audience,  the  concert 
would  have  been  well  worth  all  the  effort  involved  to  prepare  it.  You  see,  dear 

(Continued  on  Page  15) 
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have  just  finished  for  the  time 
■  being  the  repairing,  editing,  and 
issembling  the  more  than  10,000 
llippings,  old  papers,  unprinted 
ikanscripts,  informative  documents, 
Sid  other  items  collected  during  the 
kst  60  years  by  my  father,  two  sons, 
Ind  myself.  All  of  this  collection  is 
Mated  to  the  Free  Will  Baptist 
lenomination  and  I  have  classified  it 
ito  eight  categories  with  more  than 
flfty  subjects  within  these  categories. 

1  The  final  items  as  of  now  came 
|rom  a  search  through  the  "Save  It, 
jomebody  Might  Want  It"  boxes  left 
jy  my  father,  the  late  David  L. 
Mallard  of  Weaverville. 
I  One  item  I  found  on  my  most 
recent  visit  to  my  mother's  home  in 
l/eaverville  was  a  picture  of  a  bap- 
Izing  at  a  little  Free  Will  Baptist 
Miurch  on  October  13,  1912,  which  is 
Being  reproduced  here  in  this  article, 
less  than  25  percent  of  those  in  the 
lecture  are  still  living;  however, 
mong  the  living  is  a  boy  who  that  day 
Iras  baptized  upon  his  professing  of 
pith  in  Jesus  Christ,  and  who  is  still 
Bndeavoring  to  serve  the  Lord  to 
frhom  he  committed  himself  that  day. 


by  the  Rev.  L.  E.  Ballard 

come  to  my  home  at  1225  South 
Washington  Street  in  Greenville, 
North  Carolina.  Since  we 
are  away  from  home  a  good  deal  of 
time,  it  might  be  good  to  call 
752-2950  in  advance  of  coming;  but  this 
does  not  mean  that  you  must  make 
an  appointment. 

My  three-by-six  feet  filing  cabinet  is 
packed  and  jammed;  and  since  it  is 
likely  that  more  idtems  will  be  found 
and  included  in  this  collection  before 
it  goes  to  the  historical  room  at  Mount 
Olive  College,  one  of  my  sons  has 
suggested  that  we  need  to  have  a 
larger  cabinet  built. 

I  do  not  claim  this  to  be,  in  a  true 
sense  of  the  word,  a  historical 
collection.  No  effort  has  been  made  to 
authenticate  the  material  therein.  It 
is  simply  a  collection  of  materials 
which  I  hope  will  be  of  value  to  those 
who  do  research  on  the  history  and 
doctrine  of  our  denomination.  Several 
items  in  this  collection  date  back  to 
the  last  century,  but  most  of  them 
deal  with  events  during  my  lifetime. 
For  this  reason  I  am  changing  the 
title  at  the  top  on  the  cabinet.  Because 
I  have  gone  far  beyond  the  preser- 
vation of  clippings,  it  will  no  longer  be 


fcBAfcmilAG 
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I  Several  persons  have  asked  me 
nbout  an  opportunity  to  see  this 
ibllection,  and  I  am  now  ready  to 
livite  friends  who  desire  to  come  to 
'  rowse  a  bit  amongst  ancient  lore  to 


called  "The  L.  E.  Ballard  Clipping 
File,"  but  I'm  giving  it  the  title  of  a 
book  I  have  been  writing  for 
sometime:  FREE  WILL  BAPTISTS 
OF  MY  DAY  (Information  Items 


Collected  by  L.  E .  Ballard ) . 

Here  is  a  brief  indication  of  what 
you  will  find  in  the  six  divisions  which 
relate  directly  to  the  Free  Will  Baptist 
denomination.  (Two  of  the  categories 
relate  to  the  personal  writings  of 
myself  and  members  of  my  family, 
but  also  contain  much  pertaining  to 
the  denomination. ) 


J.       First  and  Early  Things 

Here  will  be  found  the  first  minutes 
of  four  general  (national) 
organizations  of  Free  Will  Baptists, 
and  the  first  minutes  of  a  number  of 
conferences  and  associations.  Also 
you  will  find  the  first  copies  of  a 
number  of  Free  Will  Baptist 
publications  and  clippings  and 
original  documents  regarding  events 
of  the  early  days  of  this  century  and 
some  going  back  into  the  last  century. 

2.  Free  Will  Baptist  Institutions 
In  this  category  are  items  relating 

to  the  old  Free  Will  Baptist  Seminary, 
Eureka  College,  Tecumseh  College, 
Unicoi  Institute,  Zion  Bible  School, 
and  other  early  schools,  along 
with  items  relating  to  the  Free  Will 
Baptist  Bible  College  and  Mount  Olive 
College.  There  will  also  be  found  an 
extensive  coverage  of  the  history  and 
ministry  of  our  Free  Will  Baptist 
Children's  Home,  Cragmont 
Assembly,  Inc.,  the  Free  Will  Baptist 
Press  Foundation,  and  other  in- 
stitutions. 

3.  North  Carolina  Conventions  and 
Conferences 

Here  are  found  items  regarding  the 
State  Convention  of  Free  Will  Baptist 
Churches  dating  back  to  the  begin- 
ning of  the  organization.  Also  there  is 
extensive  information  regarding  the 
history  of  the  State  Sunday  School 
Convention,  including  the  Original 
Sunday  School  Convention  which  was 
disbanded  in  1929,  and  items  regar- 
ding the  State  Woman's  Auxiliary 
Convention  and  the  League  Con- 
vention. 

4.  Youth  Camps  and  Rallies 
Extensive  coverage  of  Camp  Leach 

and  youth  conferences  at  Cragmont 
Assembly  are  in  this  file.  There  are 
also  on  the  spot  coverages  of  all  the 
nationwide  Free  Will  Baptist  League 
Conferences  and  items  regarding 
many  youth  rallies  over  the  years. 


(Continued  on  Page  15) 
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SUNDAY,  DECEMBER  15 
Scripture  Reading-Galatians  6: 7 
Infleunce 

I  spoke  a  word 

And  no  one  heard ; 

I  wrote  a  word, 

And  no  one  cared 

Or  seemed  to  heed. 

But  after  half  a  score  of  years 

It  blossomed  in  a  fragrant  deed. 

Preachers  and  teachers  all  are  we, 

Sowers  of  seed  unconsciously, 

Our  hearers  are  beyond  our  ken, 

Yet  all  we  give  may  come  again 

With  usury  of  joy  and  pain ; 

We  never  know 

To  what  one  little  word  may  grow. 
See  to  it,  then,  that  all  your  seeds 
Be  such  as  bring  forth  noble  deeds. 

--John  Oxenham. 


Prayer  Thought 
How  utterly  discouraged  we 
become  when  our  stoutest  efforts 
seemingly  produce  no  good  results!  If 
we  wait  upon  Him,  fruits  of  our  labors 
will  ripen  in  due  season. 

MONDAY,  DECEMBER  16 
Scripture  Reading-Psalm  119:133 

The  Need  of  Alignment 
I  walked  into  an  auto  repair  shop 
and  saw  a  mechanic  looking  intently 
at  a  car  that  was  lopsided.  When  I 
asked  him  what  was  the  matter  with 
it,  he  said,  "It's  all  out  of  alignment. 
That  is,  it  won't  track.  The  front 
wheels  will  go  up  the  middle  of  the 
road,  and  the  rear  wheels  will  be  way 
out  on  one  side."  Laughingly,  I 
remarked,  "What  difference  does 
that  make,  except  that  it  would  look  a 
little  funny?"  My  observation  almost 
made  the  mechanic  mad.  He  an- 
swered, "It  will  make  all  the  dif- 
ference in  the  world  in  the  power, 
because  everything  in  it  will  be 
pulling  against  everything  else.  There 
will  be  a  tug  of  war  inside  and  the 
power  will  be  cut  in  half!"  When 
Jesus  said,  "Thou  shalt  love  the  Lord 
thy  God  with  ALL  thy  heart,  and  .  .  . 
thou    shalt    love    thy   neighbor  as 


thyself,"  He  was  insisting  that  we  get 
our  lives  in  alignment. -The  Teacher. 


Prayer  Thought 
All  of  our  spiritual  values  must  be 
aligned  in  order  for  us  to  "go  in  the 
right  direction."  A  conflict  of  spirit 
and  flesh  can  destroy  peace  that  is 
necessary  for  a  happy  life. 


TUESDAY,  DECEMBER  1 
Scripture  Reading-Colossians  1 : 16 

God  Served  No  Apprenticeships 
Scientists  tell  us  that  there  are 
nearly  a  hundred  elements  in  the 
make-up  of  our  world.  These  elements 
have  affinities  and  aversions,  and  are 
the  playgrounds  of  opposing  forces, 
yet  with  all  their  pulling  and  pushing 
there  is  a  nicety  of  balance  that  is 
amazing  to  thinkers.  There  may  be 
other  elements  somewhere  in  the 
universe,  but  another  one  here  might 
upset  the  balance  of  those  we  have, 
and  certainly  if  anyone  of  a  dozen 
elements  that  could  be  named  were 
taken  away,  the  earth  would  be  a 
desert.  God  has  just  the  right  number, 
in  the  right  proportion,  and  they 
behave  in  exactly  the  right  way  so 
that  all  the  pulls  balance  all  the 
pushes.  .  .  .  Most  of  what  man  knows, 
he  learned  from  some  other  person's 
experiments  or  mistakes,  and  after  a 
fourth  of  his  life  spent  in  school,  man 
fumbles  with  the  mysteries  of  life  and 
matter-sometimes  with  an  air  of 
profundity.  God  served  no  ap- 
prenticeships.-B.  H. Shadduck. 

Prayer  Thought 
Man,  in  all  his  acquired  knowledge, 
knows  nothing  when  compared  to  the 
Almighty.  However  profound  his 
statement  concerning  his  findings, 
man  can  never  claim  the  discoveries; 
they  were  there  all  the  time,  and  God 
allowed  all  to  unfold  as  He  chose-and 
He  still  does! 

WEDNESDAY,  DECEMBER  18 
Scripture  Reading-Psalm  98:4-6 

The  Seat  of  Power 
Paganini,  the  great  violinist,  came 
out  before  his  audience  one  day  and 
made  the  discovery  just  before  they 
ended  their  applause,  that  there  was 
something  wrong  with  his  violin.  He 
looked  at  it  a  second  and  then  saw  that 
it  was  not  his  famous  and  valuable 
violin. 

He  felt  paralyzed  for  a  moment, 
then  turned  to  his  audience,  and  told 
them  there  had  been  a  mistake  and  he 
did  not  have  his  own  violin.  He 
stepped  back  behind  the  curtain 
thinking  that  it  was  still  where  he  had 
left  it,  but  discovered  that  someone 
had  stolen  his  and  left  that  inferior 
one  in  its  place.  He  remained  back  of 


the  curtain  a  moment,  then  came  o| 
before  his  audience  and  said : 

"Ladies  and  Gentlemen:  I  will  she  I 
you  that  the  music  is  not  in  the  if 
strument,  but  in  the  soul."  And  ]| 
played  as  he  had  never  played  befonf 
and  out  of  that  inferior  instrumenl 
the  music  poured  forth  until  tl| 
audience  was  enraptured  with  el 
thusiasm,  and  the  applause  almo'! 
lifted  the  ceiling  of  the  buildinj 
because  the  man  had  revealed  i 
them  that  music  was  not  in  the  ii| 
strument,  but  in  his  soul. -Selected. 

Prayer  Thought 
As  has  been  said,  "The  touch  of  tt 
Master's  hand  makes  all  the  dj! 
ference."  This  is  true  indeed!  And 
often  the  most  unattractive  of  peop1 
are  the  most  beautiful  insid! 
because,  as  the  story  suggests,  "Tfl 
music  is  in  the  soul." 

THURSDAY,  DECEMBER  19 
Scripture  Reading-Psalm  92:1,  2 

Isaac  Newton's  Testimony  J 
One  of  the  greatest  scientists  wr; 
ever  lived  gave  this  witness  to  hi 
faith  in  God :  '  'I  can  take  my  telescop'; 
and  look  millions  and  millions  < 
miles  into  space;  but  I  can  lay  ml 
telescope  aside,  go  into  my  room  an 
shut  the  door,  get  down  on  my  knee 
in  earnest  prayer,  and  I  see  more  ( 
heaven  and  get  closer  to  God  than! 
can  when  assisted  by  all  th 
telescopes  and  material  agencies  of 
earth. "-The  Pilgrim. 

Prayer  Thought 
The  closer  one  is  to  God,  the  morJ 
he  sees  of  His  nature  and  the  more  hj 
is  able  to  perceive  of  His  will.  . 
diligent  prayer  life  can  afford  muci 
for  all,  and,  in  fact,  is  necessary  fd 
one  to  be  close  to  God. 

FRIDAY,  DECEMBER  20 
Scripture  Reading-Psalm  126:2,  3 

The  Benefit  of  Laughter 
An  eminent  surgeon  says 
"Encourage  your  child  to  be  men 
and  to  laugh  aloud;  a  good,  hearl 
laugh  expands  the  chest  and  mak< 
the  blood  bound  merrily  along.  A  goc 
laugh  will  sound  right  through  tt 
house.  It  will  not  only  do  your  chil 
good,  but  will  be  a  benefit  to  all  wr 
hear,  and  be  an  important  means  i 
driving  the  blues  away  from 
dwelling.  Merriment  is  very  catchinj 
and  spreads  in  a  remarkable  marine 
few  being  able  to  resist  the  contagioi 
A  hearty  laugh  is  delightful  harmonj 
indeed  it  is  the  best  of  music." 
Selected. 

Prayer  Thought 
Joy    chases    away    Sorrow,  fc 

(Continued  on  Page  15) 
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THE  FREE  WILL  BAPTIS 


BIBLE 


QUESTION 

aid 
ANSWERS 


Conducted  by  J.  P.  BARROW 

Route  )    Box  475,  LaGrange,  North  Carolina  28551 


Question:  What  did  Jesus  mean  by 
j'For  I  say  unto  you,  That  except  your 
Righteousness  shall  exceed  the 
righteousness  of  the  scribes  and 
fharisees,  ye  shall  in  no  case  enter 
nto  the  kingdom  of  heaven"  Matthew 
jj :20)?  What  actually  is  the  difference 
>etween  the  righteousness  Jesus 
aught  and  that  He  condemned  of  the 
Pharisees? 


J  Answer:  The  righteousness  Jesus 
Ived  and  taught  was  that  perfect 
ighteousness  found  in  God, 
manifested  in  Christ  Jesus  our  Lord, 
nd  is  found  nowhere  else.  Christ 
|imself  is  the  only  righteousness  that 
ijinners  who  are  saved  by  grace  have, 
ill  our  righteousness  apart  from 
JJhrist  is  "filthy  rags"  in  God's  sight; 
Sut  that  imputed  righteousness, 
irhich  comes  by  faith  in  Christ  our 
lord,  is  accepted  of  God  as  being  our 
!wn  when  we  have  appropriated  it  by 
aith. 


1  We  must  have  Christ  in  us  in  order 
[fiat  we  have  the  righteousness  of 
tad.  "Even  the  righteousness  of  God 
>hich  is  by  faith  of  Jesus  Christ  unto 
jll  and  upon  all  them  that  believe :  for 
liere  is  no  difference:  For  all  have 
ilinned,  and  come  short  of  the  glory  of 
jfod;  Being  justified  freely  by  his 
trace  through  the  redemption  that  is 
|i  Christ  Jesus :  Whom  God  hath  set 
mrth  to  be  a  propitiation  through  faith 
m  his  blood,  to  declare  his 
[ighteousness  for  the  remission  of 
jps  that  are  past,  through  the  for- 
jjearance  of  God;  To  declare,  I  say,  at 
Ips  time  his  righteousness:  that  he 
flight  be  just,  and  the  justifier  of  him 
iirhich  believeth  in  Jesus"  (Romans 
11:22-26);  "Verily,  verily,  I  say  unto 
Ipu,  He  that  heareth  my  word  and 
I  elieveth  on  him  that  sent  me,  hath 
[jverlasting  life,  and  shall  not  come 
pto  condemnation;  but  is  passed 
irom  death  unto  life"  (John  5:24); 
[put  of  him  are  ye  in  Christ  Jesus, 
mo  of  God  is  made  unto  us  wisdom, 
Ind  righteousness,  and  sanctification, 
nd    redemption"     (1  Corinthians 


1:30);  "And  be  found  in  him,  not 
having  mine  own  righteousness, 
which  is  of  the  law,  but  that  which  is 
through  the  faith  of  Christ,  the 
righteousness  which  is  of  God  by 
faith"  (Philippians  3:9);  "For  Christ 
is  the  end  of  the  law  for  righteousness 
to  every  one  that  believeth"  (Romans 
10:4). 


Christ's  righteousness,  and  the  fact 
tha,t  He  lived  and  taught,  was  of  a 
higher  quality  than  that  of  the 
Pharisees.  They  claimed  theirs  on  the 
basis  of  the  Mosaic  Law--a  law  they 
never  observed  in  its  entirety.  Jesus 
taught  that  if  one  should  offend  in  one 
point  of  the  law  he  was  guilty  of  the 
whole  or  of  breaking  every  com- 
mitment. That  was  the  state  of  both 
the  Pharisees  in  their  day  and  of  us  in 
this  day  before  we  complied  with  John 
3:3,  5,  23;  but  now  are  we  free  from 
the  law  if  we  are  in  Christ  for  He  kept 
it  all.  Not  one  "jot  or  tittle"  was  done 
away  with  until  He  satisfied  it  in  His 
death,  resurrection,  and  ascension. 
Also,  not  until  we  had  appropriated 
Him  as  Lord  and  Saviour  of  our  lives. 

George  H.  Sandison  says  the 
following  in  his  book,  "1 00  Difficult 
Bible  Questions  Answered,"  on  Pages 
268-69,  as  follows: 


"Tn  Matthew  5:20  He  shows  that  the 
righteousness  of  the  scribes  and 
Pharisees  was  formal;  it  did  not 
spring  from  the  heart.  Christ's  plan  of 
righteousness  is  that  it  should  be 
spontaneous  fruitage  of  a  meek, 
worshipful,  affectionate  spirit;  that  it 
should  spring  from  an  ardent,  self- 
forgetful  love  to  God  and  man.  In 
Verses  29,  30  He  shows  that 
righteousness  and  salvation  are  such 
priceless  things  that  nothing  in  the 
world  must  be  allowed  to  stop  our 
pursuit  of  them.  The  eternal  values 
are  here  contrasted  with  earthly 
values;  better  suffer  any  loss  or 
sacrifice  here  than  to  miss  eternal 
life.  He  wished  to  impress  on  His 
hearers  the  terrible  importance  of 


spiritual  and  eternal  things ;  then  they 
would  learn  that  eyes  and  hands  must 
be  used,  not  for  gratification  of  self, 
but  for  service  to  men  in  the  name 
of  Christ.  The  Jews  thought  they  had 
exclusive  rights  to  salvation;  but 
Jesus  shows  in  Matthew  8:11,  12  that 
many  Gentiles  shall  enter  the 
kingdom  of  heaven  while  many  of  the 
chosen  people  shall  be  cast  out.  It  is 
another  insistence  that  religion  must 
be  of  the  heart;  membership  in  the 
Jewish  race  will  not  save  unless  the 
heart  is  right.  This  righteousness 
must,  however,  meet  the  test,  as  did 
the  Master  who  promulgated  it. 
Christ  made  the  extreme  sacrifice  in 
coming  to  earth  (see  Philemon  2:6-8 
and  2  Corinthians  8:9).  His  followers, 
therefore,  must  realize  their 
obligation  to  make  any  sacrifice  for 
His  sake,  even  to  disregarding  all 
outside  'consideration  in  which  latter 
the  Pharisees  and  others  ritualists 
find  much  righteousness.'  Therefore, 
He  asked  his  followers,  in  Matthew 
8:22,  to  disregard  a  sacred  duty. 
Under  ordinary  circumstances  He 
wants  His  followers  to  fulfill  their 
obligations  to  households  and  friends, 
but  in  this  case  He  probably  saw  that 
the  man  had  not  definitely  made  up 
his  mind  to  put  Jesus  first  in  his  life.  If 
He  could  have  trusted  him  he  would 
probably  have  directed  him  to  attend 
the  obsequies  of  his  father  and  then 
return;  but  He  feared  that  if  the  man 
got  back  among  his  old  acquaintances 
he  would  lose  his  determination  to  be 
a  follower  of  Jesus.  Christ 
everywhere  insists  that  He  must  be 
first;  then  He  directs  His  followers  to 
fulfill  their  social  obligations  in  His 
name ,  serving  others  for  His  sake . ' ' 

If  you  or  any  other  one  who  reads 
this  has  been  putting  forth  effort  on 
your  own  to  come  up  to  God's  stan- 
dard without  first  receiving  Christ  as 
your  only  hope,  I  plead  with  you  in  the 
name  of  our  Lord  and  Saviour  to  turn 
from  your  own  righteousness  and 
efforts  in  that  direction  and  receive 
Christ  as  your  Saviour.  He  says 
'  'Come  unto  me ,  all  ye  that  labour  and 
are  heavy  laden,  and  I  will  give  you 
rest"  (Matthew  11:28);  "Come  now, 
and  let  us  reason  together,  saith  the 
LORD :  though  your  sins  be  as  scarlet, 
they  shall  be  as  white  as  snow ;  though 
they  be  red  like  crimson,  they  shall  be 
as  wool"  (Isaiah  1:18);  ".  .  .if  thou 
shalt  confess  with  thy  mouth  the  Lord 
Jesus,  and  shalt  believe  in  thine  heart 
that  God  hath  raised  him  from  the 
dead,  thou  shalt  be  saved.  For  with 
the  heart  man  believeth  unto 
righteousness;  and  with  the  mouth 
confession  is  made  unto  salvation. 
For  the  scripture  saith,  Whosoever 
believeth  on  him  shall  not  be 
ashamed"  (Romans  10:9-11). 
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Free  Will  Baptist  Children's  Home 

"A  Christian  Home  for  Boys  and  Girh" 

Ntinw.i'Si'X,  north  Carolina  27557 

MR.  SAMMY  WEEKS,  Superintendent  -  Phone  (919)  235-4079 


MOUNT  TABOR  HELPS  HOME 

The  Ladies  Auxiliary  and  the 
Ladies  Bible  Class  of  Mount  Tabor 
Free  Will  Baptist  Church  at  Creswell 
continue  to  be  faithful  supporters  of 
the  Home.  This  Thanksgiving  they 
presented  the  Children's  Home  with 
cash  gifts  to  be  used  for  curtains  in 
the  Albemarle  Cottage  .We  sincerely 
thank  these  ladies  and  the  Rev.  and 
Mrs.  William  L.  Littleton  for 
remembering  us  so  much  and  so 
often. 

THANKSGIVING  ATTHE  HOME 

Saturday,  November  23,  was  truly  a 
great  day  for  the  Children's  Home. 
The  services  throughout  the  day  were 
outstanding  and  the  offering  received 
in  the  Memorial  Chapel  totaled 
$4,091.87.  A  full-length  article  of  the 
day's  events  and  a  listing  of  the 
contributions  will  appear  in  a  later 
issue  of  The  Free  Will  Baptist.  But 
now  let  us  say  that  it  was  a  great  day 
for  us  and  one  for  which  we  are 
grateful. 


HICKORY  GROVE  VISITS  HOME 


On  Sunday,  November  24,  a  group 
from  Hickory  Grove  Free  Will  Baptist 
Church  of  Robersonville  visited  the 
Children's  Home.  During  the  visit, 
they  presented  their  Thanksgiving 
offering  to  Mrs.  Gladys  Weeks. 

CHRISTMAS    PROGRAM  AND 
PARTY 

On  December  20,  1974,  Friday,  a 
Christmas  program  will  be  presented 
by   the   children   in   the  Memorial 
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Chapel.  The  program  will  begin  at  6 
p.m.  and  everyone  is  invited  to  at- 
tend. At  p.m.,  or  immediately  after 
the  program,  our  annual  Christmas 
party  will  be  held  in  the  recreational 
center  at  the  Home.  Immediately 
after  the  party,  the  children  will  be 
permitted  to  depart  for  the  holiday 
period. 

The  holiday  period  for  the  Home 
will  commence  about  7:30  p.m.,  on 
December  20,  and  will  last  until  4 
p.m.,  January  1,  1975.  Few  persons 
will  be  on  campus  during  this  period, 
so  if  anyone  is  attempting  to  contact 
parties  at  the  Home,  the  following 
numbers  should  be  called  in  the  order 
listed:  235-4079,  235-4736,  and  235-4643. 


FISH  GALORE 

Once  again  the  Rev.  and  Mrs.  Alton 
Mason  came  to  the  Home  with  a 
truckload  of  fish.  When  the  writer 
says  truckload,  he  means  exactly 
that,  for  there  were  about  650  pounds. 

Mr.  Mason  pastors  the  Oriental, 
North  Carolina,  Free  Will  Basptist 
Church  and  he  gathered  these  fish 
from  persons  at  Oriental,  Morehead 
City,  and  Sea  Level. 


Mrs.  Mason,  Mr.  Mason,  and  their  son. 


We  at  the  Home  really  appreciate 
this  wonderful  contribution  of  fish.  We 
thank  each  of  you  who  helped  Mr. 
Mason  get  up  this  load  of  fish. 


IsTew  G-rowth 

A  by  ^ 

Hp         Mrs.  Royce  Matthews  ^ 


TOP  PRIORITY 

What  claims  top  priority  in  a  list  a 
your  "importants"?  Each  list  wi 
vary;  but  more  than  likely,  claimin' 
the  highest  spot  will  be  God  c 
Christianity.  But  do  you  put  God  an 
Christianity  first? 

A  good  test  of  what  or  who  is  of  moi 
importance  to  you  is  simple.  Loc 
back  for  a  period  of  time.  What  di 
your  thoughts  dwell  on  while  you  wei 
getting  dressed  in  the  norning?  Th 
could  very  likely  be  your  priority.  '■ 

Did  dollars  and  cents  claim  yoi 
thoughts?  Did  you  think  in  terms  i 
what  route  to  take  for  an  increase  i 
salary,  a  promotion,  or  having  enoug 
money  for  retirement? 

What  about  material  possessions 
Our  homes,  automobiles,  boats,  rest 
estate,  clothes,  furniture?  The  list! 
endless. 

Food?  That  probably  hits  many  r 
us.  We  could  be  classified  as  glutton; 
Or  those  of  us  on  a  diet  probably  plal 
what  we're  determined  not  to  eat. 

Do  you  think  about  making  yourse 
most  attractive  to  draw  attention  t 
yourself? 

Do  your  think  about  doiii 
everything  possible  to  be  accepted  i 
a  "higher"  social  set?  Who  can  I  se 
today  who  will  help  me  achieve  thi 
goal? 

Your  church?  Do  you  rise  froi 
sleep  wondering  what  you  can  do  t 
make  your  church  excel  in  the  eyes  c 
man  so  you  can  be  proud  to  clair 
membership?  Or  do  you  begin  you 
day  thanking  God  for  an  opportunitj 
to  worship  Him  another  day  and  gro\ 
in  His  wisdom  to  become  the  very  bes 
person  possible  in  His  eyes? 

We  think  we  put  God  first  in  oi 
lives,  but  do  we?  Really? 


The  little  girl  couldn't  quit 
remember  the  correct  words  of  th 
memory  verse,  "Resist  the  devil  an 
he  will  flee  from  you,"  but  she  got  th 
idea.  Her  version,  "Tell  the  devil  t 
get  out  and  he's  got  to  go ! " 

THE  FREE  WILL  BAPTIS' 
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MOUNT    OLIVE    COLLEGE  BASKETBALL  TEAM 

by  Denne  Kugelman,  Freshman 

The  Mount  Olive  College  Trojan  Baketball  Team,  under  the  coaching  of 
£immy  Adams,  is  looking  forward  with  enthusiasm  and  optimism  to  what 
poach  Adams  thinks  will  be  one  of  the  outghest  schedules  Mount  Olive  has  ever 
jiad.  They  have  24  games  lined  up  with  other  colleges  and  universities  JV 
learns,  but  the  team  is  looking  forward  to  the  challenge. 


Back  row,  left  to  right:  Alexander  Taylor,  Art  Paschal,  Clarence  Epps, 
ames  Evens,  David  Hardy,  and  Harold  Malloy.  Front  row,  left  to  right: 
iandy  Tilly,  cocaptain;  Clay  Lewis;  Talmadge  Brown,  cocaptain;  Ronnie 
)avid;  and  Dale  Travis. 

Coach  Adams  feels  he  has  a  lot  of  talent  in  this  year's  team.  Out  of  a  team  of 
ileven  there  are  seven  freshmen  ,  and  much  of  the  season  will  depend  on  how 
yell  and  how  soon  they  develop,  as  he  plans  to  be  starting  two  to  three  fresh- 
|nen  each  game.  The  team  has  been  practiving  since  October  9,  and  Coach 
j^dams  thinks  progress  is  where  it  should  be.  He  thinks  the  team  holds  more 
potential  this  year,  and  has  more  depth  than  last  year's  team,  which  enables 
jnore  felxibility.  The  definite  pluses  of  this  year's  team  are  speed  and  outside 
ihooting;  while  the  weaknesses  seem  to  be  size,  defensive  boards,  and  inex- 
>erience. 

Coach  Adams  feels  that  the  basketball  team  and  the  athletic  programs  at 
lount  Olive  are  on  the  upsurge.  He  feels  that  athletics  help  young  people 
lature  and  grow.  He  also  feels  it  teaches  sportsmanship  and  discipline. 

We  wish  the  Trojans  a  successful  season ! 
HE  FREE  WILL  BAPTIST 


Gifts  to  Moy-3  Library  during  the 
month  of  November,  1974,  totaled 
$288.50  and  were  as  follows: 


In  Memory  Of 

Ms.  Gertha  Baggett  by  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Willard  Barefott,  Dunn. 

Mrs.  Etta  Elizabeth  Best  by  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Ray  Warwick,  Newton 
Grove. 

Mrs.  Bessie  Bird  by  Gary  F. 
Barefoot,  Mount  Oive. 

Mrs.  Janie  Sue  Blough  by  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Lynwood  Kenndy,  Mount  Olive. 

Mr.  John  F.  Boyd  by  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
W.  Rand  Montague,  Goldsboro. 

Mr.  Henry  Brown  by  Mrs.  Oscar 
Willoughly,  Ahoskie. 

Mrs.  Edna  B.  Crumpler  by  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Claude  Moore,  Mount  Olive;  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Gordon  W.  Love  and  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  R.  Paul  Boone,  Clinton. 

Mrs.  Laura  H.  Dawson  by  Woman's 
Auxiliary  of  Frist  Free  Will  Baptist 
Church,  Kinston. 

Mrs.  Sally  S.  Edmundson  by  Little 
Rock  Free  Baptist  Church,  Wilson. 

Mr.  Robert  A.  Haislip  Sr.  by  Dr.  and 
Mrs.  W.  Burkette  Raper,  Mount 
Olive. 

Ms.  Elizabeth  Heath  by  Miss 
Margaret  Carol  Banks,  Trenton. 

Mr.  Garland  Hinnant  by  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Robert  W.  Braswell,  Princeton; 
Mrs.  Margaret  H.  Brown,  Goldsboro; 
First  Free  Will  Baptist  Church, 
Smithfield;  Worley  Bible  Class, 
Selma  Free  Baptist  church,  Selma. 

Mr.  Jasper  House  by  Mrs.  Leslie 
House,  Selma. 

Mrs.  Lula  T.  Hunter  by  Frank, 
Lillian,  and  Gene  Mercer,  Mount 
Olive. 

Mr.  Jay  Kennedy  by  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Rolland  P.  Callahan,  Pink  Hill;  Mrs. 
Julie  H.  Mercer,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Frank 
Mercer,  Mr.  Ramond  Mercer,  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Walter  Rhodes,  and  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Weils  Thomas,  Beulaville. 

Mr.  Wilber  King  by  Miss  Margaret 
Carol  Banks,  Trenton. 

Mr.  James  Miller  by  Gene  Mercer, 
Mount  Olive. 

Mrs.  Cramer  Wiggs  Parker  by  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Eugene  Gaskill,  Fayet- 
te ville. 

Mrs.  Mary  B.  Parrott  by  the 
Arapahoe  Free  Will  Baptist  Church 
and  Sunday  school,  Arapahoe. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  W.  R.  Rider  by 
Woman's  Auxiliary,  First  Free  Will 
Baptist   Church,  Kinston. 

Bill  Morris  Schooler  II  by  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Ottis  Miller,  Beulaville. 

Mrs.  Hazel  Smith  by  Gary  Barefoot, 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Frank  Harrison,  and 
Gene  B.  Mercer,  Mount  Olive. 


Mrs.  Vernona  Smith  by  Mrs.  Leslie 
House,  Selma. 

Mrs.  Catherine  T.  Thompson  by  Dr. 
and  Mrs.  W.  Burkette  Raper,  and  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  S.  K.  Waller,  Mount  Olive. 

Major  D.  Willians  by  Mrs.  W.  R. 
Williams,  Pine  Level. 


Gifts 

North  Carolina  Free  Will  Baptist 
Woman's  Auxiliary  Convention. 
Mrs.  J.  T.  Wilson,  New  Bern. 


FOR 


APPRECIATION  DINNER 
COUNTY  CHAIRMEN 

Mount  Olive  College  will  have  an 
Appreciation  Dinner  on  Friday, 
December  13,  at  7:30  p.m.,  at  Wilbur's 
Restaurant  of  Goldsboro  for  all 
county  chairmen  for  the  1974  Mount 
Olive  College  benefit  dinners. 

The  dinner  will  afford  us  the  op- 
portunity of  seeking  advice  on  how  to 
improve  the  1975  benefit  dinners.  The 
program  will  feature  a  slide 
presentation  by  Dr.  and  Mrs.  W. 
Burkette  Raper  on  their  Holy  Land 
tour. 


Coming  Events  .  . . 

December  20-Annual  Christmas 
Program  and  Party,  Free  Will 
Baptist  Children's  Home,  Middlesex, 
North  Carolina,  Beginning  at  6  P.M. 


Amateur  Carpenter--A  carpenter 
who  resembles  lightning.  He  never 
strikes  twice  in  the  same  place. 


FOR  ALL  YOUR 


PRINTING  NEEDS 


Contact: 

F.  W.  B  PRESS 
81 1  N.  Lee  St  -P  0.  Box  158 
Ay  den.  V  C  28513 


TRAMP  FOR  THE  LORD 

Packing  and  unpacking  .  .  .  sleeping  in  a  thousand  dif- 
ferent beds  .  .  .  living  out  of  suitcases  .  .  .  waiting  endlessly 
in  airports  .  .  .  speaking  to  vast  crowds  of  total  strangers, 
regardless  of  fatigue  or  personal  problems-it's  not  exactly 
a  life  anyone  would  wish  for.  And  yet  it's  this  rewarding  life 
that's  celebrated  by  a  remarkable  eighty-one-year-old 
woman  named  Corrie  ten  Boom  in  her  latest  book  TRAMP 
FOR  THE  LORD  I 

Corrie  ten  Boom: 

the  years  since  The  Hiding  Place 

Tramp  for  the  Lord 

Now,  Corrie  ten  Boom  writes  of 
the  world-wide  ministry  she 
began  with  her  thrilling 
adventures  in  the  wartime 
underground,  and  tirelessly 
continues  today  at  the  age  of 
81.  Here  are  fascinating  views 
of  her  work  with  refugees,  her 
trips  to  prisons,  her  encounters 
with  her  former  concentration 
camp  guards.  And  she  sets 
forth  her  penetrating  teachings 
on  prayer,  faith,  money,  healing, 
confession  of  sin,  forgiveness 
and  deliverance  from  demons. 
Written  with  Jamie  Buckingham. 

Illustrated. 
$5.95 

THE  HIDING  PLACE  The  spell- 
binding best  seller  that  tells 
how  a  quiet  Christian  spinster 
became  a  heroine  of  the  anti- 
Nazi  underground. 

$1.50,  Paper 


FREE  WILL  BAPTIST  PRESS 
P.O.  BOX  I5S  AYDEN,  N.C.  285I3 
BRANCH  STORES  IN  —  NEW  BERN. 
SMITHFIELD,  &  WILSON,  N.  C. 

Until  she  was  fifty,  Corrie  ten  Boom  lived  quietly  with  her 
father  and  sister  in  their  cozy  home  over  her  father's  watch 
shop  in  Haarlem,  Holland.  When  the  Nazis  invaded  their 
beloved  homeland,  compassion  and  commitment  prodded 
the  ten  Booms  to  hide  persecuted  Jews  in  their  home.  For 
this  illegal  activitiy  the  family  was  imprisoned  in  a 
notorious  abomination  of  a  concentration  camp-from 
which,  of  the  three  of  them,  only  Corrie  emerged  a  survivor. 
The  dramatic  and  deeply  moving  account  of  these  ex- 
periences is  told  in  Corrie 's  monumental  best  seller,  THE 
HIDING  PLACE  (over  a  million  copies  are  in  print). 

Soon  to  be  a  movie,  this  narrative  introduced  millions  of 
people  to  "Tante  Corrie,"  as  she's  affectionately  known  the 
world  over.  But  now  they  wanted  to  know  more-What  had 
"Tante  Corrie"  been  doing  since  her  release?  What  kinds  of 
people  had  she  met  in  her  transworld  travels?  And  what 
about  her  teaachings?  Although  this  amazing  woman  has 
become  practically  a  legend,  only  a  small  percentage  of 

(Continued  on  Page  10) 
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IN  MEMORIAN 
parnette  Baker  Gay 

She  came,  she  was,  and  she  went! 
Jkis,  Garnette  Baker  Gay,  came  into 
fee  world  on  October  4, 1917,  when  she 
tks  born  to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  George 
laker  of  Ahoskie,  North  Carolina.  At 
W  early  age,  she  moved  to  the  Farm - 
■le  community  where  she  joined 
jfe  Marlboro  Free  Will  Baptist 
liurch. 

[fin  1958,  when  her  husband  joined 
|e  Aspen  Grove  Free  Will  Baptist 
lurch  near  Fountain,  she  moved  her 
■embership  there  so  that  they  might 
Bare  in  church  opportunities  and 
Isponsibilities.  Garnette  regularly 
■tended  and  participated  in 
■e  programs,  services,  and  ac- 
idities, of  her  church  including 
Ibrship  services,  business  con- 
Irences,  Sunday  school  women's 
lixiliary,  choir,  and  prayer  and  study 
Issions.  She  was  particularly  active 
I  her  support  of  the  Free  Will  Baptist 
pildren's  Home  and  could  also  be 
■upended  upon  to  do  her  share,  and 
Ken  more,  of  the  normal  duties  of 
lurch  care  and  in  the  provision  of 
Immunity  service  to  those  in  need, 
Ipk,  or  bereaved.  Indeed,  Garnette 
las  an  active  church  member  who 
las  willing  to  put  her  faith  into  ac- 
l>n. 

I Garnette  was  also  a  good  wife, 
Ipther,  sister,  grandmother,  family 
Itember,  and  friend.  After  years  of 
■voted  love  and  care,  she  left  her 
limediate  family  to  remember  their 
■pie  with  her,  to  mourn  her  passing, 
I  adjust  to  life  without  her,  and  to 
lok  forward  to  a  reunion  with  her. 
lie  is  survived  by  her  husband, 
fester  N.  Gay  of  Fountain;  two  sons: 
■fester  Douglas  Gay  of  Fountain  and 
Ikrry  Glenn  Gay  of  Farmville;  one 
liter ,  Mrs.  Patty  Tugwell  of  Farm- 
I  lie ;  one  brother,  W.  Woodrow 
laker  of  Farmville;  and  one  grand- 
Ihild,  Crystal.  In  addition  to  her 
||imediate  family  she  left  a  host  of 

■  her  relatives  and  friends  who  think 
I  her  lovingly  and  miss  her  greatly. 

I  Garnette  was  one  of  those  rare 
iersons  who  touches  one's  life  and 
lads  a  special  dimension  to  it.  Her 
wve,  concern,  involvement,  and 
lioughtfulness  were  always  obvious, 
mid  her  absence  has  been  difficult  to 
Iccept  and  adjust  to  but  we  believe 
■fiat  God  is  too  wise  to  make  a  mistake 
1 pd  too  merciful  to  be  unjust. 
I  Yes,  Garnette  Baker  Gay  came  into 
me  world,  and  because  of  the  kind  of 

■  ibrson  she  was,  the  world  is  a  better 
tiace  and  many  of  us  are  better 

arsons.  The  time  of  her  departure, 
bwever,  was  at  hand  on  April  22, 
jp74.  She  "had  fought  a  good  fight, 

;  HE  FREE  WILL  BAPTIST 


had  finished  the  course  and  had  kept 
the  faith."  When  God  called  she 
immediately  went  to  be  with  Him. 
Her  years  of  life  h ore  were  fewer 
than  some  but  greater  than  many; 
few  persons,  however,  have  enjoyed 
life  more  and  have  lived  it  fuller  than 
did  she.  Indeed,  she  came,  she  was, 
and  she  went;  and  so  it  will  be  for  the 
rest  of  us ! 

Loving  submitted, 
Hilda  F.  Owens 
A  Niece  and  '  'Daughter' ' 

Tobie  Mercer 

Mr.  Tobie  Mercer,  a  charter 
member  and  first  clerk  of  Cabin  Free 
Will  Baptist  Church  near  Beulaville, 
died  on  July  16,  1974,  after  an  ex- 
tended period  of  illness.  He  was  a 
Master  Mason  of  Beulaville  Lodge 
Number  658  A.M.  and  F.  M.  He  was 
presented  a  life  membership  award 
on  January  15,  1963,  for  services 
rendered  to  his  lodge. 

Tobie  was  the  son  of  the  late  John  H. 
and  Julia  J.  Mercer.  He  is  survived  by 
his  wife  Mrs.  Effie  T.  Mercer;  three 
sons:  Arland  and  Ted  of  Beulaville, 
and  Carroll  of  Kinston;  and  two 
daughters :  Naomi  Ball  of  Kinston  and 
Doris  Griffin  of  Beulaville. 

Respectuflly  submitted, 
Mary  E.  Callahan 
Eunice  T.  Noble 


Churches  and  Ministers 
Available 

(Note:  This  column  is  provided,  when 
needed,  for  any  church  that  is  seeking  a 
pastor  and  for  any  minister  who  is  seeking 
a  church  to  serve  and  would  like  to  give 
such  notice.  Please  send  the  necessary  in- 
formation to  the  editor  ot  "The  Free  Will 
Baptist."  Each  notice  will  run  for  two  is- 
lues  only.) 


The  Rev.  Fred  W.  Bates,  Jr.,  a 
member  of  the  Albemarle  Con- 
ference, announces  that  after  a  year's 
work  in  West  Virginia  he  is  now  back 
in  Virginia  Beach,  Virginia,  fur- 
thering his  ministerial  education  at 
the  Tabernacle  Baptist  Bible 
Institute.  He  states  that  he  is 
available  for  weekend  services  and 
revival  work.  Anyone  desiring  his 
services  may  contact  him  by  writing 
981  Oak  Forest  Court,  Virginia  Beach, 
Virginia  23462;  telephone  424-4931. 


The  Rev.  J.  Elmer  Thompson  a 
former  member  of  the  Cape  Fear 
Conference  and  now  a  member  of  the 


Eastern  Conference,  announces  that 
he  is  available  for  full-time  pastoral 
work.  Any  church  desiring  his  ser- 
vices may  contact  him  by  writing 
Route  2,  Box  384-K,  Smithfield,  North 
Carolina  27577;  telephone  965-6274. 


NEWS  NOTES 

"Hopper  Brothers  and  Connie" 

To  Present  Program  at  Gum  Swamp 

On  Sunday  night,  December  15,  at 
seven  o'clock,  the  "Hopper  Brothers 
and  Connie"  will  present  a  program 
of  gospel  music  at  the  Gum  Swamp 
Free  Will  Baptist  Church,  Route  6, 
Greenville,  North  Carolina.  The 
singing  group  is  from  Madison,  North 
Carolina,  and  have  gained  quite  a 
reputation  for  good  gospel  singing  and 
testimony.  The  Rev.  J.  Stewart 
Humphrey,  pastor  of  the  church,  and 
the  membership  extend  a  cordial 
invitation  to  the  public  to  be  in  at- 
tendance for  this  songfest. 

Reception  Honoring 

The  Rev.  and  Mrs.  E.  C.  Taylor 

A  social  hour  honoring  the  Rev.  and 
Mrs.  E.  C.  Taylor  on  the  occasion  of 
Mr.  Taylor's  retirement  as  pastor  and 
also  to  honor  him  on  his  birthday  was 
held  on  Saturday  night,  November  23, 
in  the  fellowship  hall  of  Bethel  Free 
Will  Baptist  Church,  Route  2,  Four 
Oaks.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Taylor  were 
greeted  at  the  door  by  the  singing  of 
"Happy  Birthday"  to  Mr.  Taylor  by 
the  group.  Then  Mrs.  Carolyn  Best, 
president  to  the  woman's  auxiliary, 
expressed  to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Taylor 
their  love  and  appreciation  for  their 
faithfulness  and  sense  of  devotion 
during  their  eight  years  of  service  to 
the  church.  Mr.  Taylor  gave  a 
heartwarming  response  to  her 
remarks. 

A  gift  of  a  silver  pitcher  was 
presented  to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Taylor  by 
the  church  as  a  token  of  their  ap- 
preciation to  them.  They  also  enjoyed 
opening  other  gifts  given  to  them  by 
individuals.  Mrs.  Louise  Lassiter 
served  the  birthday  cake  and  Mrs. 
Adele  Narron  served  punch.  Mints, 
nuts,  and  petit  fours  were  also  served. 

Mrs.  Scarlette  Lee  and  Mrs.  Carolyn 
Best  were  in  charge  of  planning  this 
social  hour  to  honor  the  two  persons 
who  have  served  Bethel  church  so 
faithfully  for  the  past  eight  years. 


Baby  sitter-Someone  you  pay  to 
watch  your  television  set  while  your 
kids  cry  themselves  to  sleep. 
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THE 

DIXIE  MELODY  BOYS 
TO  GIVE  GOSPEL  CONCERT 


The  Dixie  Melody  Boys  will  be  presented  in  concert  at  the  First 
Free  Will  Baptist  Church,  2600  South  Charles  Street  (Highway  43 
South),  Greenville,  at  7  p.m.,  Sunday,  December  15.  The  pastor  of 
the  church,  the  Rev.  Buddy  Sasser,  and  the  congregation  invite 
the  public  to  be  in  attendance.  A  nursery  will  be  provided;  thus, 
the  entire  family  can  come  for  a  night  of  enjoyment  and  God's 
blessings.  The  Dixie  Melody  Boys  have  appeared  numerous  places 
and  have  reached  many  with  their  stirring  testimonies  and  music 
and  are  considered  by  many  to  be  North  Carolina's  number  one 
gospel  singing  group. 

TRAMP  FOR  THE  LORD 

(Continued  from  Page  8) 
those  who  want  to  hear  her  are  able  to  attend  the  packed 
meetings  where  she  speaks. 

And  so,  TRAMP  FOR  THE  LORD  was  born.  It's  Corrie's 
own  story-anecdotes  and  teachings,  experiences  and 
lessons--and  through  it  all,  the  glowing  relationship  with  her 
Lord  that  has  led  her  to  tramp  the  world  on  His  errands. 
Readers  will  meet  her  former  prison  guard,  who  asks  for-- 
and  receives-her  forgiveness  ...  a  war-crippled  lawyer 
with  a  better  soul  .  .  .  her  faithful  companions,  Conny  and 
Ellen  .  .  .  and  hundreds  of  beautiful  people  who  house,  feed, 
and  care  for  this  radiant  and  courageous  Christian. 

From  Africa  to  Argentina  ...  on  a  leprosy  island  at 
Ruanda.  .  .  in  Vietnam  ...  in  East  Germany  and  Cuba  .  .  . 
wherever  people  hunger  for  words  of  comfort  or  lessons  in 
faith-there  you  can  find  "Tante  Corrie,"  truly  an  inspiring 
tramp  for  the  Lord. 


PREPARING 
THE  HISTORY  OF 
A  LOCAL  FREE 
WILL  BAPTIST 
CHURCH  1 

by  Claude  H.  Moore 

The  purpose  or  objective  in 
preparing  a  history  of  a  local  Free 
Will  Baptist  church  is  to  preserve  the 
denominational  and  religious; 
heritage  of  the  church  not  only  for  the 
present  but  for  future  generations. 
One  who  knows  something  about  the! 
background  of  his  own  church  or| 
denomination  is  more  likely  to  take; 
pride  in  his  church  and  to  become 
involved  in  its  activities.  The  story  of' 
a  local  church  is  a  part  of  the  story  of  |i 
the  denomination  which  in  turn  is  a| 
continuation  of  the  story  of  the  New! 
Testament  church.  First  of  all,  I 
would  like  to  acknowledge  the  facti 
that  I  am  indebted  to  the  late  Dr.ii 
George  W.  Pascal  for  some  of  thet 
suggestions  included  in  this  paper. 

Any  history  of  a  local  Free  Willi; 
Baptist  church  should  be  prefaced  byj 
a  short  history  of  the  Free  Willi 
Baptist  denomination,  giving  the] 
highlights  in  the  history  of  the  church, 
beginning  possibly  with  the  General] 
Baptists  in  England.  The  following.! 
general  histories  are  recommended:  | 
G.  W.  Million,  A  History  of  Free  Will 
Baptists,  published  in  Nashville,] 
Tennessee,  in  1958;  Floyd  B.  Cherry,) 
An  Introduction  to  Original  Free  Will  , 
Baptists,  published  in  Ayden,  North, 
Carolina,  in  1974;  Norman  Allen 
Baxter,  A  History  of  Free  Will 
Baptists,  published  at  Rochester, 
New  York,  1957;  Thaddeus  F.J 
Harrison  and  James  M.  Barfield,  A'\ 
History  of  the  Free  Will  Baptists  of  ] 
North  Carolina,  published  at  Ayden, j 
North  Carolina,  1959;  William, 
Franklin  Davidson,  An  Early  Historyt 
of  Free  Will  Baptists,  a  doctoral | 
dissertation  published  v..  jj;4;  and( 
Damon  C.  Dodd,  The  Free  Will} 
Baptist,  published  in  Nashville,  i 
Tennessee,  in  1956. 

The  writer  of  the  church  history 
should  give  the  location  or  locations  of 
the  church  if  it  has  had  more  than  one, 
and  something  about  the  name  or 
names  of  the  church.  The  origin  of  the 
name  might  be  of  interest.  Many  of 
the  names  of  the  churches  were  taken  > 
from  the  names  of  creeks,  swamps, 
rivers,  branches,  or  groves. 

The  writer  should  give  some  ac-J 
count  of  the  conditions  and  events  that 
led  to  the  establishment  of  the  church. 
Was  the  church  organized  by  mem-( 
bers  of  another  church  or  was  it  a 

(Continued  on  Page  14) 
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THE  FREE  WILL  BAPTIST 


The 


UNMITIGATED 


THE  BEATITUDES 


(Matthew  5:3-12) 
by  Mrs.  C.  D.  Clark 


Scriptural  Basis:  "...  The  Master 
come,  and  calleth  for  thee"  (John 
:28). 


THE  MASTER  CALLS  TO 
FELLOWSHIP 

The  word  "fellowship,"  has  been 
ied  to  mean  an  assoication  of  per- 
ns with  common  interests  and 
:tivities.  This  is  true  in  the  secular 
1,  but  it  has  more  power  and 
eaning  when  it  applies  to 
iristians.  The  fellowship  of 
iristians  involves  both  the  secular 
id  spiritual  life.  Sincere,  born-again 
iople.  Religious  ties  and  com- 
itments  are  more  tightly  woven 
gether,  and  their  love  and  devotion 
each  other  become  unmitigated. 


The  most  interesting  aspect  con- 
rning  Christian  fellowship  is  that  it 
mes  as  a  part  of  one's  fellowship 
th  God  the  Father  and  with  Jesus 
irist,  God's  Son,  being  bonded  and 
rengthened  by  a  fellowship  with  the 
Dly  Spirit;  the  Holy  Spirit  being  the 
•esent  and  most  important 
gredient  as  He  is  God's  present 
iministrator  of  all  God's  love  and 
»odness  to  His  subjects.  Fellowship 
ith  God  combines  with  the  Trinity 
ather,  Son,  and  Holy  Spirit)  all 
ilievers  and  this  makes  all  our  in- 
rests  and  concerns  as  one. 


Our  fellowship  with  other  believers 
we  know  it  today  began  soon  after 
i  church  was  organized  by  our 
ird.  Acts  2:42  states,  ".  .  .  they 
ntinued  stedfastly  in  the  apostles' 
ctrine    and    fellowship,    and  in 
eaking  of  bread,  and  in  prayers." 
fellowship    with    other  believers 
leans  that  they  are  willing  to  share 
ltd  share  alike  in  both  physical  and 


The  above  puzzle,  "The  Beatitudes"  (Matthew  5:3-12),  by  Mrs.  C.  D.  Clark, 
was  a  tough  one.  There  are  63  different  words  in  the  Beatitudes.  The  words  are 
circled  and  numbered  in  the  order  of  their  appearance  in  this  Scripture.  We 
told  you  last  week  that  the  words  could  be  used  as  many  times  as  they  were 
needed.  How  successful  were  you  in  finding  all  of  them?  Check  your  answers 
by  the  ones  above. 


spiritual  assets.  It  means  that  there  is 
a  spirit  of  devotion  and  love  which 
makes  believers  alike  in  Christ.  Also 
their  time,  energies,  and  means  are 
used  in  dedication  to  the  ministry  of 
Christ.  Fellowship  with  other 
believers  gives  a  joy  and  satisfaction 
in  the  soul  that  is  so  beautiful  and 
thrilling  that  words  cannot  describe 
it. 


Now  the  most  wonderful  Christian 
fellowship  of  all  is  found  in  the  name 
of  Jesus :  "...  where  two  or  three  are 
gathered  together  in  my  name,  there 
am  I  in  the  midst  of  them"  (Matthew 
18:20).  The  secret  of  a  real  fellowship 
then    is    in    the    name    of  Jesus. 


Christians  must  always  remember 
that  success  in  real  Christian 
fellowship  is  bound  up  in  a  name,  and 
that  name  is  Jesus!  This  is  better 
understood  when  we  remember  that 
all  things,  both  in  heaven  and  on 
earth,  have  been  given  to  Jesus  Christ 
our  Lord  by  the  heavenly  Father. 

The  heavenly  Father  has  honored 
His  Son  with  all  the  affairs  having  to 
do  with  all  people  of  all  ages.  Jesus 
Christ  is  now  seated  upon  the  throne 
of  God  and  is  reigning  over  all  His 
interests.  Soon  He  will  leave  the 
throne  long  enough  to  return  to  the 
earth  and  gather  all  His  people  to 
Himself.  What  a  great  day  that  will 
be! 


AE  FREE  WILL  BAPTIST 


1  J! 


INTERPRETING 
THE  CHRIST 
EVENT 

Lesson    Text:    Matthew  1:1-23; 

Galatians  3 : 23-26 
Memory  Verse:  Galatians  3:25,  26 

I.  INTRODUCTION 

Our  lesson  for  today  deals  with  two 
aspects  of  the  coming  of  Christ  to  the 
world.  The  first,  taken  from  Mat- 
thew's Gospel,  deals  with  that  coming 
as  it  relates  to  the  fulfillment  of  Old 
Testament  Drophecy,  and  especially 
the  promises  which  God  made  to  the 
Hebrew  nation;  the  second,  taken 
from  Paul's  Epistle  to  the  Galatians 
shows  the  relationship  between  the 
gospel  and  the  Old  Testament 
dispensation.  The  selection  from 
Matthew  places  great  emphasis  upon 
the  fact  that  Jesus  was  conceived  of 
the  Holy  Ghost  and  that  this  had  been 
predicted  by  the  Prophet  Isaiah;  the 
selection  from  Galatians  does  not  deal 
with  the  miraculous  birth  of  Jesus, 
but  emphasizes  instead  our 
justification  in  Him  through  faith  and 
the  role  which  the  law  played  in 
laying  the  foundation  which  made 
such  redeeming  faith  possible. 

As  this  season  of  the  year,  which  the 
entire  Christian  world  is  observing 
the  Christmas  holidays,  it  is  good  for 
us  to  take  time  from  the  hustle  and 
bustle  of  life's  daily  tasks  to  consider 
the  true  spirit  of  the  season  and  to 
render  thanks  to  God  for  the  won- 
derful gift  wnich  He  made  to  an  un- 
worthy world  in  the  giving  of  Christ. 

The  setting  for  the  events  of  today's 
lesson  text  is  the  city  of  Nazareth  in 
the  days  of  Augustus  Caesar,  and  the 
city  of  Galatia  and  the  church  in  that 
place  at  about  A.  D.  50. 

The  purpose  of  today's  lesson  is  to 
convince  us  that  our  faith  in  Jesus 
Christ  as  the  Son  of  God  and  our 
Redeemer  is  based  upon  solid 
historical  truth. --The  Teen-Age 
Teacher  (F.  W.  B.). 

II .  HINTS  THAT  HELP 

A.  Two  genealogies  of  Christ  are 
given  in  the  Bible  to  show  us  that  He  is 


both  legally  and  morally  the  heir  to 
David's  throne. 

B.  The  virgin  birth  is  important. 
Some  say  that  one  does  not  have  to  be 
a  Christian  to  believe  in  the  virgin 
birth.  One  has  to  believe  the  Bible  to 
be  a  Christian,  and  the  Bible  teaches 
the  virgin  birth  of  Christ.  So  how  can 
one  be  a  Christian  and  not  believe  in 
the  virgin  birth? 

C.  Even  though  the  marriage  of 
Mary  and  Joseph  might  have  been 
arranged  by  some  one  else  according 
to  Jewish  custom,  there  is  great 
evidence  of  the  fact  that  they  loved 
each  other  a  great  deal.  Would  God 
have  sent  His  Son  into  a  home  where 
the  partners  in  the  marriage  did  not 
really  love  one  another? 

D.  The  law  did  exactly  what  God 
intended  for  it  to  do.  The  idea  that 
some  people  have  that  the  law  failed 
and  then  God  decided  to  send  Jesus  is 
erroneous.  The  law  served  its  purpose 
and  then  Jesus  came,  and  He  is  doing 
what  He  came  to  do-all  men  who 
believe  on  Him  are  saved  and  made 
children  of  God  by  faith. 

E.  What  does  Christmas  really 
mean?  It  means  that  Christ  has  come, 
and  we  are  now  free  to  become 
children  of  God  by  faith  in  Chirst. 
Merry  Christmas ! 

-The  Bible  Teacher  (F.  W.  B.). 

III.       ADDITIONAL  TRUTHS 

A.  The  angel  told  Joseph  that 
Mary's  child  was  to  be  named 
"Jesus,"  because  He  would  save  His 
people  from  their  sin.  As  prophet 
Jesus  often  spoke  of  His  saving 
mission  to  men.  He  was  the  Good 
Shepherd,  who  gave  His  life  for  the 
sheep,  the  door  by  which  a  man  en- 
tered in  and  was  saved.  As  Priest,  He 
offered  Himself  as  the  sacrifice  for 
men's  sins.  As  King,  He  receives 
praise  and  honor  and  worship  because 
of  His  saviourhood.  To  Christ,  the 
Lamb,  was  sung  this  song:  "Thou  art 
worthy  ...  for  thou  wast  slain,  and 
hast  redeemed  us  to  God  by  the  blood 
out  of  every  kindred,  and  tongue,  and 
people ,  and  nation' '  ( Revelation  5:9). 

The  fact  is  that  we  need  to  be  freed 
from  our  sins,  and  none  but  Jesus  is  a 
Saviour  from  sin.  No  one  else  can 
remove  the  sense  of  guilt  for  sins  past, 
or  deliver  us  from  the  power  of  sin  in 
the  present,  or  clear  us  of  ap- 
prehension for  the  doom  that  must  fall 


upon  us  in  the  future  for  our  sins. 
Peter  affirmed  resolutely,  "Neither 
there  salvation  in  any  other:  for  the 
is  none  other  name  under  heav 
given  among  men,  whereby  we  mt 
be  saved"  (Acts4:12). 
Christina  Rossetti  wrote : 

None  other  Lamb,  none  other  Name, 
None  other  Hope  in  heaven  or 
earth  or  sea, 
None  other  Hiding-place  from 
guilt  and  shame, 
None  beside  Thee. 


And,  as  Dora  Greenwell  so  beautifa 

said, 

He  did  not  come  to  judge  the  world, 

He  did  not  come  to  blame ; 
He  did  not  only  come  to  seek-- 

It  was  to  save  He  came: 
And  when  we  call  Him  "Saviour," 

Then  we  call  Him  by  His  Name. 

-Standard  Lesson  Commentar 
B.  It  was  bedtime  on  Christmi; 
Eve  as  his  mother  tucked  little  Bobrj 
into  bed.  Having  been  kissed  goof 
night,  Bobby  turned  over  to  sleep 
dreamy  anticipation  of  the  joys  of  tt 
next  day.  It  seemed  almost  at  once  1; 
was  awake  and  the  sun  was  shiniri 
brightly.  Sitting  up  in  bed,  he  wi 
startled  that  his  mother  had  not  callt 
him.  Quickly  he  put  on  his  robe  ari> 
dashed  into  the  living  room  to  sfe 
what  gifts  awaited  him.  Lo,  as  I 
entered  the  room  there  were  no  tre< 
no  decorations,  and  no  gifts.  Puzzles 
he  looked  about  the  house,  thinkuil 
for  a  moment  his  father  might  t 
playing  some  joke  on  him.  He  fouris 
no  gifts  and  no  sign  of  his  parent. 
Back  in  the  living  room,  he  sat  in  a  bi^ 
chair  to  think  a  bit.  Only  then  fcj 
noticed  a  blank  place  on  the  wa,j 
where  once  had  been  a  beautifi] 
painting  of  Christ  looking  ovej 
Jerusalem.  In  its  place  was  a  sma^ 
sign  reading:  "If  I  had  not  come.. 
Even  more  puzzled,  Bobby  decided  1| 
dress  quickly  and  run  over  to  th 
church  where  Christmas  morninj 
services  were  being  held.  On  the  wal 
he  passed  a  neighborhoo 
groceryman  sweeping  in  front  of  hi! 
store.  Surprised  that  the  store  waj 
open,  he  went  by,  saying  quicklj 
"Good  morning  and  Merry  Chris 
mas,  Mr.  Brown."  The  groceryma 
turned  and  muttered,  "Now  whJ 
does  he  mean  by  'Merry  Christmas'? 
Shortly  Bobby  arrived  at  the  site  ( 
the  church,  only  to  see  a  large  vacar 
lot  with  another  sign  reading:  "If 
nad  not  come . ' '  Hardly  had  he  pause 
to  think  than  his  mother  was  shakin 
him  and  saying,  "Wake  up,  Bobbj) 
it's  Christmas  and  you  are  oven 
sleeping."    Walking   slowly,  Bobb 

(Continued  on  Page  15) 
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THE  FREE  WILL  BAPTIS' 


STORIES 

for  our  youth 


OWING  SEEDS  OF 
KINDNESS 

^     by  Margaret  N.  Freeman 

S  tanley  sang  lustily  as  he  laced 
J    his      tennis     shoes.  He 

k)d  up,  red-faced  from  bending  over 
I  looked  at  his  grandmother's 
iling  face. 

'That's  a  wonderful  song  you  were 
ging,"  she  said.  "Did  you  learn  it 
;hurch  last  Sunday  morning?" 
Stanley  nodded.  A  puzzled  frown 
jpt  across  his  face.  "I  like  the  tune. 
3  peppy  and  fun  to  sing,  but  I  guess 
ist  don't  exactly  understand--" 
'How  you  can  'sow  seeds  of  kind- 
ss'?"  his  grandmother  interrupted 
ietly. 

'I  know  how  Dad  plants  corn  and 
ts  and  soybeans.  I  know  what  the 
ids  look  like,  but  'seeds  of  kind- 
3s'~"  Stanley  shrugged, 
-lis  grandmother  was  smiling.  "I 
nk  you  know  what  seeds  of  kind- 
3s  are  all  right,  Stanley.  They  are 
ts  and  words  and  deeds.  And  when 
j  plant  then-that  is,  when  you  say 
do  kind  things-they  grow  just  like  a 
id  does.  As  you  plant  seeds  of 
ldness,  they  will  grow  to  speak  to 
lers  about  a  boy  who  loves  Jesus 
d  wants  to  be  like  Him . ' ' 
'O.K.,  Grandma,"  Stanley  said  as 
slid  into  his  jacket,  I'll  remem- 
r."  And  he  hurried  out  to  play  ball 
th  the  boys. 

'  'Sowing  in  the  morning,  sowing 
ids  of  kindness,'  "  he  hummed  as 
ran  along.  Funny  how  the  tune 
lck  in  his  head.  He  found  himself 
mming  it  all  the  time. 
'Hey!  Hurry  up!"  The  boys  saw 
n  coming.  "First  one  up  can  be 
cher! "  yelled  one. 
Dh,  boy!  Pitcher!  Stanley  thought, 
i  saw  Larry  sprinting  up  the  op- 
site  side  of  the  street.  I  can  beat 
n  easily.  Stanley  ran  faster  and 
ster.  He  almost  ran  into  Mrs. 
lson,  who  was  carrying  a  bucket  of 
iter  up  the  hill.  It  was  a  shame,  he 
jught,  that  the  Wilsons  had  to  live  in 
old  house  without  any  modern 

E  FREE  WILL  BAPTIST 


i  onveniences.  Mr.  Wilson  was  drunk 
most  of  the  time,  and  Mrs.  Wilson 
worked  so  hard.  He  was  just  ready  to 
run  past  her,  when  Mrs.  Wilson  set  the 
bucket  down  and  wiped  her  face  with 
her  handkerchief.  Stanley  noticed  she 
was  exhausted  and  remembered  he 
had  heard  his  mother  say  that  Mrs. 
Wilson  had  to  be  careful  on  account  of 
her  heart. 

He  saw  that  Larry  was  getting 
ahead  of  him.  "Hey,  Stan!  Get  a  move 
on ! "  the  boys  yelled. 

He  looked  at  Mrs.  Wilson.  "May 
I  help  you  with  that?"  he  asked 
politely. 

"Oh,  if  you  only  would!"  she  ex- 
claimed and  gave  him  a  grateful 
smile. 

"I'll  be  there  pretty  soon!"  He 
waved  to  the  boys  on  the  hill.  "Go 
ahead  and  choose  up  sides." 

He  picked  up  the  bucket  and  carried 
it  into  Mrs.  Wilson's  house.  "You  are 
a  good,  kind  boy!"  she  praised  him 
and  handed  him  a  sugar  cookie  filled 
with  raisins. 

As  he  munched  on  the  cookie,  he 
saw  Jim  Bannon  eyeing  him  through 
the  hedge  from  the  home  next  door. 
Jim's  folks  owned  the  big  brick  house 
with  a  huge  green  lawn,  and  Jim  had 
lots  of  spending  money  and  many 
playthings.  He  also  had  a  name  for 
picking  fights  and  being  very  good  at 
winning  most  of  them. 

"Ha!"  Jim  taunted.  "Look  at  Mrs. 
Wilson's  little  helper!  What  business 
do  you  have  here?  I  suppose  you  carry 
water  for  her  so  you'll  get  some 
cookies,  Moocher!" 

"Well,  why  don't  you  help  her 
then?"  Stanley  retorted. 

"Listen,  wise  guy!"  Jim  flexed  his 
muscles  and  frowned  darkly.  "Don't 
you  go  lipping  off  to  me!  I'm  pretty 
good  at  defending  myself,  remem- 
ber?" 

Stanley  looked  at  him  sternly,  but 
kept  quiet.  He  was  afraid  to  answer 
back.  Jim  was  bigger  and  tougher  and 
loved  to  fight. 

The  warm  feeling  which  he  felt 
when  he  helped  Mrs.  Wilson  had 
almost  completely  disappeared  as  he 


thought  how  hateful  and  mean  Jim 
was. 

The  boys  were  waiting  when  he 
climbed  the  hill.  "We're  one  short," 
they  greeted.  "Greg  didn't  show  up. 
Know  anyone  else  we  can  ask?" 

Stanley  stuck  his  hands  in  his 
pockets  and  thought.  Finally,  he 
grinned  and  said,  '  'How  about  Jim? ' ' 

"That  windbag--always  bragging 
about  all  his  money,"  someone 
sputtered. 

"Yeah,"  said  another,  "we  can  do 
without  him." 

"If  we  called  him  'out,'  he'd  just 
pick  a  fight  and  beat  someone  up," 
another  said. 

"If  we  all  stuck  together,  he 
couldn't  beat  anyone  up,  could  he?" 
Stanley  asked  with  a  grin. 

"You  surely  must  be  fooling.  You 
don't  really  want  to  ask  him,  do  you?" 
Larry  asked  in  a  surprised  voice. 

"  'Sowing  seeds  of  kindness'  "-the 
song  rang  through  his  head.  "Why 
not?"  he  asked.  Let's  give  him  a 
chance." 

"Well,  you  go  and  ask  him,"  the 
boys  said.  "We'll  wait." 

Stanley  raced  back  to  Jim's  yard. 

"Well,  what  do  you  want,  small 
fry?"  Jim  growled. 

"We  need  another  player  on  our 
team.  Will  you  play?"  Stanley  asked. 

Jim  stared.  "Do--do  you  really  want 
me?" 

Stanley  nodded.  Jim's  face  twisted 
as  if  he  were  trying  not  to  cry.  He 
turned  his  head  for  a  moment,  then 
jumped  to  his  feet  and  said  carelessly 
as  if  it  didn't  matter  one  way  or 
another,  "Sure!  Why  not?  I  guess  I 
can  help  you  guys  out."  He  swaggered 
toward  the  house.  Let  me  get  my  ball 
and  bat.  I  have  a  ball  just  like  they  use 
in  the  big  leagues,  and  my  bat  cost  ten 
dollars ! ' ' 

Stanley  was  smiling,  a  wise  little 
smile,  for  he  had  got  a  little  glimpse 
into  Jim's  heart.  In  a  flash,  he 
realized  that  Jim  was  lonesome, 
really  starving  for  good  friends  and 
fun  and  kindness. 

Just  wait  unto  he  told  Gran  what  he 
had  learned  about  "sowing  seeds  of 
kindness"  today.  I'm  going  to  plant 
more  tomorrow,  he  thought.  It's  fun!- 
Selected. 


A  Jewish  lawyer  attended  a 
meeting  in  a  Christian  church  and 
heard  several  testify.  One  of  these 
who  testified  was  well  known  to  the 
lawyer.  He  knew  the  man  was 
careless  in  meeting  honest  obligations 
and  often  did  questionable,  shady 
things. 

In  commenting  on  the  service  later, 
the  lawyer  said,  "To  me  there  is  a 
vast  difference  between  testimony 
and  evidence." 
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Choose  a  GUfristmaa  Gift 
from  the  Top  Ten 

Here  are  America's  bets  selling  religious  books  taken 
from  a  poll  by  the  editor  of  Christian  Bookseller  Maga- 


zine. 


SOFTCOVER 


7. 
8. 

9. 
10. 


The   Hiding   Place,  ten  Boom  (Chosen/Revell)  $  1.50 

Liberation  of  Planet  Earth,  Lindsey  (Zondervan)  $  2.95 

Late   Great   Planet  Earth,  (Lindsey  Zondervan)  $  2.25 

The  Vision,  Wilkerson  (Revell)  $  1.50 
There's  a  New  World  Coming,  Lindsey  (Vision 

House)  $  2.95 
Satan  Is  Alive  and  Well  on  Planet  Earth,  Lindsey 

(Zondervan)  $  2.25 

The  Christian  Family,  Christenson  (Bethany)  $  2.25 
Evidence   That   Demands   a  Verdict,  Mc  Dowell 

(Campus  Crusade)  $  4.95 

Edge   of   Adventure,  Miller  and  Larsen  (Word)  $  3.95 

Hind's   Feet   in  High   Places,   Hurnard  (Unilit)  $  1.50 


HARDCOVER 


1.  Total  Woman,  Morgan  (Revell) 

2.  Tramp  for  the  Lord,  ten  Boom  (Revell) 

3.  Something  More,  Marshall  (McGraw-Hill) 

4.  A  New  Joy,  Evans  (Revell) 

5.  The  Becomers,  Miller  (Word) 


$  5.95 
$  5.95 
$  6.95 
$  3.95 
$  5.95 


BIBLES  AND  REFERENCE  BOOKS 


1 .  Living  Bible  (Tyndale)  Special  Price 

2.  New  American  Standard  Bible  (Creation  House) 

3.  Halley's  Bible  Handbook 

4.  Strong's  Concordance 

5.  Matthew -Henry  Commentary 

'  'Thank  God  for  his  Son  -  - 
his  gift  too  wonderful 
for  words." 

2  Corinthians  9:15 

FREE  WILL  BAPTIST  PRESS 
P.O.  BOX  158,  AYDEN,  N.C.  28513 
BRANCH  STORES  IN -  NEW  .BERN 
SMITHFIELD,  &  WILSON,  N.  C. 


$  7.95 
$17.95 
$  4.95 
$16.95 
$14.95 
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PREPARING  THE  HISTORY  OF 
LOCAL    FREE    WILL  BAPTIS 
CHURCH 

(Continued  from  Page  10) 

result  of  the  outgrowth  of  anotht' 
church? 

A  full  account  should  be  given  of  tt| 
buildings  including  dates,  material 
style  of  architecture,  as  well  ; 
donors  of  building  lot,  or  donors  i 
work  on  buildings.  The  names  i 
building  committees  are  a  part  of  ti- 
re cord.  Photographs  of  early  buildir 
or  buildings  should  be  included 
possible. 

A  complete  history  must  indue 
biographical  sketchs  of  all  the  reguh 
ministers  as  well  as  ministers  < 
missionaries  who  have  gone  out  froi, 
the  congregation.  The  list  of  chartr 
members  is  important  and  possih 
something  about  where  they  con 
from  and  their  doctrinal  views. 

In  order  to  promote  a  wide  interef 
in  a  church  history,  it  is  well  to  give' 
full  list  of  all  the  members  from  tt( 
beginning  to  present,  with  date  ij 
reception  after  each  nami; 
Sometimes  death  dates  or  dismiss:! 
dates  are  given.  A  record  t, 
marriages  performed  in  the  church : 
included. 

It  is  important  to  list  all  churq, 
officers,  Sunday  school  supertj 
tendents,  teachers,  and  other  officer, 
clerks,  treasurers,  deacons,  chot 
directors,  and  organists.  It  may  be  ^ 
interest  to  trace  the  growth  of  tr 
Sunday  school  and  possibly  tlj 
development  of  music  in  the  church.1 

List  the  associations  or  conference 
to  which  the  church  has  belonged,  a£ 
if  possible,  list  the  delegates  to  thesj 
bodies  and  to  the  State  Conventions, 
is  always  of  interest  to  give  an  aj 
count  of  the  church's  interest 
missions  and  education. 

Give  an  account  of  the  woman 
auxiliary  and  the  youth  organization 
with  notice  of  their  presidents  aij 
other  officers.  It  is  well  to  include  i 
account  of  the  growth  of  ihe  enure, 
revivals,  and  baptisms. 

Some  writers  include  the  disciplii 
of  the  church,  both  corrective  ai 
instructional.  This  writer  would  n 
recommend  any  account  in  whii 
individual  members  or  ministers  a 
disciplined  by  the  church  or  by  tl 
conference.  Since  the  Free  W 
Baptists  have  had  several  schismal 
experiences,  no  history  would  1 
complete  without  some  little  accou 
of  these  factional  divisions. 

Special  events  arising  from  wa 
are  sometimes  of  interest  in  a  chur> 
history  as  well  as  a  record  of  t1 
military    services    of  member' 

(Continued  on  Page  15) 

THE  FREE  WILL  BAPTIS! 


Iditoria  I-- 

I    (Continued  from  Page  2) 

■ends,  if  only  one  person  is  blessed,  nothing  one  does  can  possibly  be  in  vain, 
laise  the  Lord  for  hearts  that  can  feel  and  eyes  that  are  unashamed  to  cry  and 
t ices  that  are  willing  to  express  themselves ! 

Iknd,  I  am  confident  that  as  the  lady  departed,  she  did  so  "placidly  amid  the 
Mse  and  haste,"  carrying  with  her  that  peace  that  can  only  be  found  in  silence 
»th  God-and  it  could  not  have  been  in  vain  


FEATURE 

(Continued  from  Page  3) 

I    Local  Churches 
ilerein  are  pictures  and  historical 
latches  of  many  churches,  copies  of 
letins    of    around   250  different 
irches  (some  of  them  lome-made 
g  before  we  had  printed  folders), 

I  many  clippings  regarding  local 
irch  activities  over  the  years. 

Persons 

'his  section  contains  pictures  and 
sketches  of  many  ministers, 
ssionaries,  and  others  who  have 
idered  services  in  our  church; 
icial  writings  and  unprinted 
Inuscripts  of  several  of  these  and 
Lers  who  have  written  things  of  a 
torical  or  doctrinal  value. 
)ther  items  included  in  the 
lection  are  materials  regarding  the 
aperative  General  Association;  the 
neral  Conference  of  Original  Free 

II  Baptist  (original  and  revived 
janization) ;  the  results  of  research 

which  is  the  oldest  Free  Will 
ptist  church  in  existence  today; 
>st  everything  that  was  written  by 
ople  on  both  sides  in  the 
mominational  controversy  of  the 
BO's;  special  copies  of  "The  Free 
11  Baptist"  over  the  years;  over  20 
;ier  Free  Will  Baptist  papers 
blished  in  various  sections  of  the 
dted  States,  some  going  back  to 
ir  the  beginning  of  this  century; 
nutes  of  around  fifty  different 
tiventions,  conferences,  and 
sociations  over  the  country  (some 
ich  no  longer  exist);  and  other 
ims  unclassified. 

Please  come  by  sometimes  and 
m  a  little  trip  back  in  time  for  more 
an  100  years. 


FAMILY  FIRESIDE 

(Continued  from  Page  4) 

Irrow  cannot  dwell  with  Joy.  No  one 
puld  deny  that  each  individual 
Kperiences  both  sadness  and  hap- 
Ijness  to  some  degree,  but  with  Christ 
lippiness  takes  preeminence-even  in 
1jnes  of  adversity. 


SATURDAY,  DECEMBER  21 
Scripture  Reading-Romans  8 : 28 

When  We  Can't  See  It 
A  young  lad  had  his  arm  broken  at  a 
neighbor's  home  and,  lest  he  would 
frighten  his  mother,  went  to  his 
father's  place  of  business  where  his 
eldest  brother  called  a  doctor  who 
gave  the  injured  member  the 
necessary  attention.  Then  the  two 
brothers  went  to  tell  their  mother.  A 
few  tears  relieved  any  shock,  and 
then  a  younger  brother  about  nine 
years  old,  always  a  solemn  little 
fellow,  came  in  with  the  words,  "Well, 
Mother,  'All  things  work  together  for 
good  to  them  that  love  God' ;  this  is 
one  of  the  times  when  we  can't  see  it, 
but  we  know  it's  true.  "-Selected. 

Prayer  Thought 
If  all  men  would  trust  God  to  have 
His  way,  all  the  progressions  of  life's 
processes  would  evolve  as  He  wills. 
For  them  who  love  and  follow  Himn, 
there  can  be  no  mistaking  the  fact 
that  all  things  do  "work  together  for 
good." 


(Devotions  used  bv  permission. 
Knight's  Master  Book  of  New 
Illustrations,  Eerdmans Press.) 


Sunday  School  Lesson 

(Continued  from  Page  12) 
looked  at  his  mother  and  said,  "I  just 
had  an  awful  dream.  In  it  I  saw  what 
it  would  be  like  if  Christ  had  not  come 
to  the  earth.  "  —  The  Immediate 
Quarterly  (F.  W.  B.). 

C.  Why  not  fix  your  picture 
window  like  this  for  Christmas.  In  the 
lower  left  corner  of  the  window  place 
a  manger  scene.  In  the  upper  right 
corner  place  a  Calvary's  hill  with  its 
three  crosses.  Let  footprints  connect 
the  two  pictures.  In  the  upper  left 
corner  place  the  words,  "Born  to  be 
crucified!"  while  in  the  lower  right 
corner  print  the  words  of  John  3:16. 
Let  your  picture  window  tell  the  story 
of  Christ,  what  His  birth  and  death 
mean. 

You  can  help  interpret  the  Christ 
event  in  your  home  in  many  other 
ways.    Why    do    we    decorate  our 


Christian  homes  with  an  overem- 
phasis on  a  mythical  Santa  Claus 
instead  of  giving  more  attention  to  the 
factual  Christ?  Help  make  your 
Christmas  be  Christian  this  year.-C. 
F.  Bowen. 


PREPARING  THE  HISTORY  OF  A 
LOCAL  FREE  WILL  BAPTIST 
CHURCH 

(Continued  from  Page  14) 
Sometimes  a  list  of  memorials  in  the 
church  are  listed. 

After  the  history  is  written,  it  is  well 
to  get  several  members  of  the 
congregation  to  proofread  the 
manuscript.  It  is  of  great  importance 
to  have  correct  dates,  the  correct 
spelling  of  names,  as  well  as  to  have 
documented  proof  of  all  facts  given. 
Some  writers  of  church  histories  list 
references  in  the  footnotes  as  well  as 
a  bibliography  at  the  end  of  the 
manuscript. 

It  is  usually  more  expensive  to 
include  photographs  in  a  church 
history,  but  they  do  add  interest.  Old 
photographs  of  members,  ministers, 
and  church  gatherings  all  are  a  part 
of  the  story  of  the  church. 


The  above  article  was  read  at  Mount 
Olive  College,  Thursday,  December  5,  at  a 
meeting  of  the  Free  Will  Baptist  Historical 
Society. 


NOTE  OF  THANKS 

I  would  like  to  thank  all  the  ladies  of 
the  woman's  auxiliaries  for  the  many 
cards  and  gifts  I  received  on  my 
birthday.  May  God  bless  all  of  you!~ 
The  Rev.  L.  S.  Joyner,  1220  Lynn 
Road,  Durham  North  Carolina  27703. 


PUZZLED 
ABOUT  WHAT  TO  GIVE 

FOR  CHRISTMAS? 

Make  a  Gift  of 
"THE  FREE  WILL  BAPTIST" 
One  Year  Subscription,  $3.50 
Plus  Tax 


SERVICE  FOR  GOD  LASTS 
Roger  Babson  says  -  - 
"One  dollar  spent  for  a  lunch  lasts 
five  hours. 

"One  dollar  spent  for  a  necktie  lasts 
five  weeks. 

"One  dollar  spent  in  the  service  of 
God  lasts  for  eternity. "- -Selected. 


|HE  FREE  WILL  BAPTIST 
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The  Biggest  Print... 

NELSON'S  GIANT 
PRINT  BIBLES 

For  the  first  time  in  Bible  publishing  history,  a  complete  King  James 
Bible  with  giant-sized  16-point  type  in  a  personal  size  volume.  An 
excellent  choice  for  clergymen,  teachers,  students  —  anyone  who 
may  need  or  prefer  a  giant-sized  print. 

Many  editions  also  contain  study  features  and  full-color  illustrations. 


No.  580  -  $8.50 
No.  585 -$15.95 
No.  582B- $13.95 
No.  586  -  $26.95 
No.  589  -  $39.95 
No.  581  -$12.95 
No.  581 W-  $12.95 


FREE  WILL  BAPTIST  PRESS 
P.O.  BOX  I58  AYDEN,  N.C.  285I3 
BRANCH  STORES  IN  —  NEW  BERN, 
SMITHFIELD,  &  WILSON,  N.  C. 


PSALM  103 


938 


dure  for  ever;  and  thy  remem- 
brance unto  all  generations. 

13  Thou  shalt  arise,  and  have 
mercy  upon  Zion:  for  the  time  to 
favour  her,  yea,  the  set  time,  is 
come. 

14  For  thy  servants  take  pleasure 
in  her  stones,  and  favour  the  dust 


A  F 

heavens  are  the  w 

26  They  shall 
shalt  endure:  yea. 
wax  old  like  a  g* 
ture  shalt  thou 
they  shall  be  cha 

27  But  thou  ai 

thv  vpar<;  shall  hi 
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AYDEN,  NORTH  CAROLINA,  WEDNESDAY,  DECEMBER  18,  1974 


UH 


\e  Wayfarer's  footpri  rwBw  we  re  heading 
home.  Where  are  yours  heading?  Will  your 
fate  be  the  same  as  his?  His  Christmas  ended 
in  tragedy.  If  possible,  make  yours  happy-for 
yourself  and  for  those  who  love  you. 


Editorial  — 

THE  WAYFARER 

The  walk  was  tiring  and  the  weather  cold.  The  icy  wind  whipped  at  the  up- 
turned collar  of  his  coat  and  chilled  his  neck.  It  was  getting  dark,  and  the  gray 
sky  threatened  snow.  Oh  how  he  hoped  it  would  not  come !  He  had  a  long  way  to 
go  yet,  and  he  must  make  it  home.  He  had  been  away  too  long,  but  not  too  long 
to  want  to  go  back-to  the  security  of  the  fireplace  and  Mama  and  Papa  and  his 
brothers  and  sisters. .  . . 

He  shivered  and  rubbed  his  red  face  with  his  gloved  hands,  then  pulled  the 
toboggan  down  to  cover  his  earlobes  and  forehead  to  ward  off  that  cold  wind 
which  seemed  to  oppose  his  determination  to  go  on.  Thrusting  his  hands  deeper 
into  the  pockets  of  his  coat,  he  trugged  onward,  following  the  road,  but  stum- 
bling now  and  then  on  some  unknown  objects  which  also  seemed  to  be 
deterrents  to  his  progress.  Stepping  on  a  rock,  he  stooped  to  pick  it  up;  and  in 
the  twilight,  the  rock  seemed  to  be  just  another  dark  obstacle  as  he  looked  at  it 
and  clutched  it  tightly  in  his  fist.  Somehow,  he  couldn't  throw  it  aside.  In  the 
coldness,  it,  like  him,  begged  for  a  refuge;  so  he  pushed  it  into  his  coat  pocket 
and  continued  on  his  way. 

The  crunch  of  the  frozen  ground  resounded  with  each  labored  step ;  and  as  he 
increased  his  pace,  the  cadence  mocked  him  in  the  silence  of  the 
semidarkness.  The  weeds  and  bushes  on  the  sides  of  the  road  were  company  of 
a  sort,  but  they  were  deaf  and  dumb  and  insensitive-they  could  not  respond  to 
his  cry  of  remorse.  Neither  could  they  comfort  his  aching  heart.  Nor  could  they 
understand  the  tears  that  smarted  his  reddened  eyes-eyes  that  had  been  a 
clear  blue,  but  which  now  were  coursed  with  red  lines  that  were  permanently 
fixed  by  worry  and  sleeplessness  and  the  hardened  life  of  a  broken  man.  Even 
in  the  freezing  cold,  the  tears  were  hot  against  his  cheeks;  and  in  an  effort  to 
stop  their  flow,  he  lifted  his  gloved  hand  to  wipe  them  away.  Shivers  of  ice 
rested  upon  his  beard-frozen  tears-tears  that  had  sought  a  place  to  hide. 

The  pale  moon  was  shrouded  by  a  slow-moving  cloud.  The  stars  were  unable 
to  penetrate  the  gray  barrier  of  the  sky,  and  now  all  the  man  could  see  was  the 
road  ahead-the  endless  road  that  talked  back  to  him  with  haunting,  hollow 
sounds  of  each  step  he  took.  Each  step  sounded  louder  as  he  became  more 
conscious  of  the  awful  silence-the  fearsome  silence  of  the  cold,  cold  night. 

A  flake  of  snow  hit  his  face,  then  another  and  another.  The  wind  was  fiercer 
and  was  now  howling  in  his  ears.  He  increased  his  step.  He  was  getting  colder 
and  colder;  and  even  the  faster  gait  did  little  for  his  circulation.  He  wished  he 
had  a  blanket-like  that  white  one  of  Mama's.  ...  He  lifted  his  shoulders  in  a 
shudder  and  shivered  more  as  faster  he  walked.  If  only  he  hadn't  left  home  five 
years  ago!  Would  they  accept  him  back?  He  couldn't  think  of  that  now.  He  just 
had  to  go  on  and  face  whatever  awaited  him.  He  reflected  upon  his  mother's 
sad  face  and  his  father's  severe  reprimand  as  he  had  made  his  departure  that 
summer  day  and  had  declared  that  he  neither  needed  them  or  anyone  else-that 
he  would  be  glad  to  be  on  his  own. 

On  his  own  indeed !  The  world  had  conquered  him,  and  a  man  of  twenty -five, 
so  dissipated  was  he  that  he  looked  more  like  forty.  Hard  living  had  taken  its 
toll.  Now,  it  was  Christmas  Eve,  and  he  hoped-he  prayed-that  the  gift  of  his 
homecoming  would  be  accepted.  He  would  not  ask  forgiveness-just  ac- 
ceptance. He  knew  his  unworthiness,  but  if  they  could  grant  him  understanding 
and  just  let  him  admit  his  wrong  and  let  him  try  to  make  retribution-that 
would  be  enough.  Again,  tears  ran  down  his  face,  vying  with  the  now  heavy- 
falling  snow  for  a  place  in  his  beard. 

There  was  the  path!  And  up  ahead  a  dim  light  shone.  It  must  be  near  mid- 
night, but  Mama  surely  would  have  a  light  burning.  That  must  be  the  light  of 
home !  Mama  always  kept  a  light  in  the  window.  She  had  done  so  since  he  had 
been  a  lad.  The  light  had  been  a  symbol  of  security  that  only  home  could  offer, 
and  he  had  dreamed  of  that  light  so  often  during  these  five  terrible  years-that 
light  which  had  always  welcomed  him  home  before  he  had  made  himself  an 
outcast. 

Though  the  snow  was  covering  the  surroundings  and  nearly  blinding  him 
with  its  force,  he  could  make  out  in  the  hazy  distance  the  outline  of  the  farm- 
house where  he  had  grown  up  and  for  which  he  bad  longed  once  more  to  see. 
Emotion  seized  him,  and  he  let  out  a  loud  cry  and  ran  as  fast  as  his  tired,  cold 
legs  would  allow  him.  He  stumbled  and  fought  against  the  snow  drifts,  but  with 
a  surge  of  hope  he  groped  his  way  onward,  rising  to  his  feet,  then  falling,  and 
crawling  frantically,  fighting  the  elements  and  the  mounting  emotion  that 
raged  against  him. 

Suddenly,  a  knife-sharp  pain  hit  him.  He  caught  his  breath  and  clutched  his 
chest.  The  light  was  brighter,  and  he  was  almost  home !  Staggering  to  his  feet, 

0Contim*ed  on  Page  15) 
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"And  the  angel  said  unto  them, 
Fear  not:  for,  behold,  I  bring  you  good 
tidings  of  great  joy,  which  shall  be  to 
all  people.  For  unto  you  is  born  this 
day  in  the  city  of  David  a  Saviour, 
Which  is  Christ  the  Lord.  And  this 
Shall  be  a  sign  unto  you;  Ye  shall  find 
~Be  babe  wrapped  in  swaddling 
plothes,  lying  in  a  manger"  (Luke 
2:10-12). 


SEVER  BEFORE  had  the  fu- 
ture looked  so  dark  for  the 
Jhildren  of  Israel.  Justasthedarknesi 
f  night  engulfed  the  lonely  shepherds 
>f  the  Judean  hillside,  so  had  it  en^- 
'eloped  the  cliildren  of  God.  At 
ime  Rome  was  mistress  of  the 
nd  the  Roman  soldiers  sou 
tiake  her  power  felt.  The  Jewsr  were^ 
n  oppressed  people,  heavily^ 
>ut  the  depressed  state  of  t 
ould  not  alter  their  views 
heir  confidence.  What  dii 
hat  the  Idumaean  Herod 
he  throne  of  David,  excep 
ds  own  guilt  and  their /present 
ection  were  concemeflc58&cael 
lassed  through 
itood  triumphant  on 
fer  centuries  see: 
©ndsmens  in  E 
|uy  been  deliver 
he  God-inspired 
tabilee,  as  they  l/>o\ 
Jpa  cleft  for  £ 
>uried  their  oppf^^^pSS^thei] 
ihd  pride. 


-Again, 

aptives  Jfung  Zio 
»rers  of /hat  cSfc^and  e 
olossal/  grandeur,  where' 
aimed  J  mus&©have  carried,  to1 
cattered  s'ftR&ngers  the  jg^fiibjgte 
eelii^Nof  ^tott|r  hopelessrjjras^-Kafftf 
Ist,  A«jfc^J^ire*i4xad  cru: 
lusf>^^^^5«^el  ha^.aiwrn^taken 
oot  ands^fe^u^3*Lall  tfieir^a?! 
he  darkest 
jyer  preceded  the 
Brighter  than  any  that 
I  was  thus  that  with  one  vi 
lieir  prophets  had  bidden  them  wa* 
tnd  hope.  Their  prophecies  had  all 
lien  fulfilled  in  the  past,  and  would 
sy  not  be  equally  true  in  reference 
that  far  more  glorious  future  for 
5ion  and  for  Israel,  which  was  to  be 
ishered  in  by  the  coming  of  the 
Messiah?  Yes,  even  though  they  were 
trangers  in  a  strange  land,  more 
arnest  were  their  longings,  more 
lager  their  gaze,  till  the  dawn  of  that 
ong  expected  day  tinged  the  eastern 
ky  with  its  brightness. 


Their  hope  was  kept  aflame  by  such 
promises  as  Isaiah  9:6,  7,  "For  unto 
us  a  child  is  born,  unto  us  a  son  is 
given:  and  the  government  shall  be 
upon  his  shoulder:  and  his  name  shall 
be  called  Wonderful,  Counseller,  The 
mighty  God,  The  everlasting  Father, 
The  Prince  of  Peace,  Of  the  increase 
of  his  government  and  peace  there 
n&^jjd,  upon  the  throne  of 
'-on  his  kingdjfe^io  order 


sh 

D: 


with  jud^ 
ceforthi 


Even  though  this  was  the  moment 
that  the  Children  of  Israel  had  looked 
forward  to  with  great  anticipation, 
even  though  this  was  the  moment  that 
God's  people  had  been  waiting  for  the 
glorious  tidings  to  burst  upon  them 
that  He  had  come-yet,  it  seemed  all 
so  sudden-so  strange.  To  think  that 
on  such  slender  thread,  as  the  feeble 
throb  of  an  infant-life,  the  salvation  of 
the  world  should  hang,  and  no  better 
shelter  be  provided  it  than  a  stable, 


Heaven 

seemeV 
angel  si 

while  the  outstr? 
Lord  seemed  to  ehwf! 


earth 
suddenly  an 
j>re  their  eyes 
of  the 
s  in  a 


mantle  of  light.  It  seems  UTM^ve  can 
almost  hear  the  song  of  the  angels 
ringing  out  over  an  armed  camp,  in  a 
hard  old  Roman  world,  "Glory  to  God 
in  the  highest,  and  on  earth  peace 
among  men  in  whom  He  is  well 
pleased." 


n^>»  and  no  other  cradle  than  a  manger! 
*<&n<Lvet  it  is  ever  so  today !  On  what 
sleHqgjrHhread  has  the  continued  life 
of  the  cmi£j)k  often  seemed  to  hang; 
what  feeble  throbbing  that  of 
Id  of^God-with  no  visible 
KtaK^rdoff  danger,  no 
ease.  But 
fts  rejoice 
as  rests 


^  a-^j^day^  now  we  will  be 
i*$&  o*f  our  Lord  and 
who  not  only 
id,    but  still 
of  those  who 
Justlcs'the  Jews  looked 
coming  of  the  Messiah 
o  is  in  Him  today 
r  the  future,  the 
Wosg  f ofejittatr^ft^or  ouf  faith  in  a  world  that 

*fe&t v^^s  f^W16  its  ear  to  heaven  and 
Ttosar  Tfre    "Joyful   Sound,"  Jesus 
savei$8$psus  saves ! 


Only  could  have  thought  of 

;istmas.  Its  beauty  is  beyond  the 
lortal  man,  so  simple  in  its 
r,  so  homey,  yet  so  heavenly. 
>uld  have  made  this  glorious 
■  jjy£nt  a  great  pageant,  but  man-made 
pageants  pass  and  fade,  God  works  in 
b-mysterious  ways  His  wonders  to 
•,<^j8erform.  He  hlows  no  trumpet;  He 
^Jtings  no  bell.   He  begins  within, 
seking  His  ends  by  quiet  growth,  and 
5y  a  strange  power  some  men  may 
'mistakenly  call  weakness,  a  wisdom 
often  mistaken  for  folly.  Man  seems 
to  have  one  answer  to  every  problem- 
force  !  That  isn't  the  way  of  God.  He 
didn't  send  an  army  to  conquer  the 
world,  instead,  He  sent  a  babe.  It  is 
such  wisdom  that  bends  the  knee,  and 
such  beauty  that  breaks  the  heart- 
and  mends  it.  It  is  as  if  God  is  trying 
to  teach  us  that  He  enters  the  life  of 
men  by  lowly  doors,  attended  by 
starry  ideals  and  simple  sentiments. 
They  are  indeed  "wise  men"  who  bow 
at  such  a  shrine.  By  such  faith,  men 
are  truly  wise,  knowing  that  no  hope 
is  too  high,  no  dream  too  holy  to  be 
fulfilled-even  the  hope  and  dream  of 
"peace   on  earth  among  men  of 
goodwill.  "-Church  of  God  Evangel. 
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SUNDAY,  DECEMBER  22 
Scripture  Reading-Romans  14:19 
Christmas  Bells 
I  heard  the  bells  on  Christmas  Day 
Their  old  familiar  carols  play, 
And  wild  and  sweet  the  words  repeat 
Of  peace  on  earth,  good-will  to  men! 

I  thought  how,  as  the  day  had  come, 
The  belfries  of  all  Christendom 
Had  rolled  along  the  unbroken  song 
Of  peace  on  earth,  good-will  to  men! 

And  in  despair  I  bowed  my  head; 
'  'There  is  no  peace  on  earth, ' '  I  said ; 
"For  hate  is  strong,  and  mocks  the 

song 

Of  peace  on  earth,  good-will  to  men." 

Then  pealed  the  bells  more  loud  and 

deep; 

"God  is  not  dead,  nor  doth  He  sleep! 
The  wrong  shall  fail,  the  right  prevail, 
With  peace  on  earth,  good-will  to 

men!" 

-Henry  Wadsworth  Longfellow. 

Prayer  Thought 
Sadly  to  say,  quite  often  the  only 
goodwill  men  think  of  is  the  Goodwill 
Industries,  and  all  too  frequently  they 
are  not  sure  of  the  good  accomplished 
by  that  organization ! 


MONDAY,  DECEMBER  23 
Scripture  Reading- John  21 : 17 
What  He  Wants  Most  of  All 
"Mommie,"  asked  Jane,  "what 
makes  everybody  so  happy  at 
Christmas?"  "Well,  because  it  is  the 
Lord  Jesus'  birthday  .  .  .  and  because 
we  love  Him  .  .  .  and  because  we  are 
happy  about  His  coming  to  this 
world."  Jane  thought  a  minute  and 
then  said,  "And  is  the  Lord  happy 
about  you?"  Oh,  little  girlie,  what  a 
question  you've  asked!  Is  the  Lord 
Jesus  happy  about  us  on  His  birth- 
day? Really  happy  because  He  sees 
within  our  hearts  a  deep,  true  love  for 
Him?  A  satisfying  love  and  not  just  a 
seasonal  affection  stirred  up  by  the 
festivities  of  Christmas?  .  .  .  What  He 
wants  more  than  anything  else  on  His 


birthday  is  the  love  of  our  hearts. - 
Doris  Coffin  Aldrich. 

Prayer  Thought 
During  this  Christmas  season,  let  us 
show  Jesus  our  true  feelings  toward 
Him.  We  may  know  someone  cares 
for  us,  but  it  is  wonderful  to  have 
them  show  their  affection  both  ver- 
bally and  through  their  actions. 


TUESDAY,  DECEMBER  24 
Scripture  Reading- Acts  5 : 31 

The  Star  in  God's  Window 
One  night,  a  man  and  his  small  son 
were  walking  slowly  down  the  streets 
of  a  large  American  city.  The  child 
was  delighted  to  see  the  many  stars 
hanging  in  the  windows  of  homes-each 
star  proudly  proclaiming  the  fact  that 
a  son  was  in  the  service  of  his  country. 
He  clapped  his  hands  excitedly  as  he 
approached  each  new  star,  and  was 
duly  impressed  by  those  homes  with 
more  than  one  star  in  the  window. 

Finally  they  came  to  a  wide  gap 
between  houses,  through  which  the 
black  velvet  of  the  sky  was  clearly 
discernible,  with  the  evening  star 
shining  brightly.  "Oh  look,  Daddy," 
cried  the  little  boy,  "God  must  have 
given  His  Son,  for  He  has  a  star  in  His 
window !  "-Harry  Lauder. 

Prayer  Thought 
God  did  give  His  Son  for  us  and  He 
is  deserving  of  at     least    the  at- 
tention we  give  our  earthly  parents. 

WEDNESDAY,  DECEMBER  25 
Scripture  Reading-Luke  2 : 11 
Keep  Christ  in  Christmas 
As  now  we  celebrate  His  birth, 
The  coming  of  the  Christ  to  earth, 
May  we,  amid  our  joyous  mirth, 
Keep  Jesus  first  in  Christmas ! 

As  chiming  bells  ring  out  their  lay, 
And  hearts  are  merry,  light,  and  gay, 
Remember  it  is  His  birthday- 
Keep  Jesus  first  in  Christmas ! 

Let's  sing  of  Him  in  carols  sweet, 
Let's  lay  our  best  gifts  at  His  feet 
And  make  the  season's  joy  complete- 
With  Jesus  first  in  Christmas ! 

-Selected. 

Prayer  Thought 
Have  we  ever  celebrated  someone's 
birthday  and  left  them  completely  out 
of  the  festivities?  Don't  leave  Christ 
out  of  this  Christmas. 


THURSDAY,  DECEMBER  26 
Scripture  Reading-Isaiah  9 : 6 
Carols  Changed  Christmas! 
Before  the  advent  of  the  Christmas 
carol,  celebrations  of  Christmas  had 
become  so  depraved  and  rowdy  that 


the  observance  of  the  joyous  seas 
was  once  forbidden  by  the  Engli 
Parliament.  The  meaning 
Christmas  had  become  lost  in 
maelstrom  of  revelings,  drunkennes 
riotings,  and  depravity.  Dece 
people  found  it  necessary  to  ste 
indoors  for  safety.  The  situatic 
became  so  shameful  that  in  16 
Parliament  passed  strict  lav 
making  it  illegal  to  commemorate  tl 
season  in  anyway  whatsoever!  Ho 
empty  and  devoid  of  meaning  is 
Christless  Christmas!  KEE 
CHRIST  IN  CHRISTMAS !  -W.  B.  K. 

Prayer  Thought 
Our    individual    state    of  mir 
reflects  the  condition  of  the  natioi 
How  empty  and  devoid  of  meanir 
are  our  minds  and  hearts? 

FRIDAY,  DECEMBER  27 
Scripture  Reading-Luke  2 : 7-16 

"They  Leave  Me  Cold" 
Peter  Marshall  said,  "Imustconfei 
that  modern  Christmas  cards  leave  ir 
cold.  I  cannot  appreciate  the  dogs  ar. 
cats  and  galloping  horses,  the  ships  i 
full  sail,  or  any  of  the  cute  designs  th<* 
leave  out  the  traditional  symbols  of  tr. 
star,  the  manger,  the  wise  menonthei 
camels.  "-Selected. 

Prayer  Thought 
We  have  a  tendency  to  find  that  fc 
which  we  are  looking.  Are  we  it 
terested  in  conveying  salvation  c 
mere  salutation? 

SATURDAY,  DECEMBER  28 
Scripture  Reading-Matthew  2 : 2 
The  Child  of  Long  Ago 
For  the  sake  of  one  small  child  of  Ion, 

ago 

I  shall  go  down  dark  alleyways  an 

dim 

To  find  the  children  there  and  give  tt 
gifts 

I  cannot  bring  to  Him. 

And  for  His  sake  I  shall  go  seekin 

those 

Who  have  forgotten  stars  may  shir 

for  them, 
To  tell  them  of  one  everlasting  star: 
The  Star  of  Bethlehem. 

-Grace  Noll  Crowel 

Prayer  Thought 
When  the  star  of  Bethlehem  shine: 
in  our  hearts  it  radiates  its  lovinj 
light  throughout  our  entire  lives. 

(Devotions  used  by  permission, 
Knight's  Master  Book  of  New 
Illustrations,  Eerdmans Press.) 

Editor's  Note:  Due  to  our  policy  < 
printing  only  50  issues  each  yea\ 
there  will  be  no  magazine  for  nex 
week  and  thus  no  Family  Firesidt 
Please  use  other  inspirationa 
readings  to  continue  your  family 
devotions. 
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BIBLE 


QUESTIONS 

aid 
ANSWERS 


Conducted  by  J.  P.  BARROW 

Route  1.  Box  475,  LaGrange,  North  Carolina  28551 


Wbuestion:       Please  explain, 

'Wherefore,  my  beloved,  as  ye  have 
ilways  obeyed,  not  as  in  my  presence 
ally,  but  now  much  more  in  my  ab- 
ence,  work  out  your  own  salvation 
idth  fear  and  trembling"  (Philip- 
►^ans  2:12).  Especially  discuss  in 
tetail  the  latter  part:  "Work  out  your 
iwn  salvation  with  fear  and  trem- 
iling"  in  the  light  of  "For  by  grace 
jre  ye  saved  through  faith;  and  that 
l&t  of  yourselves :  it  is  the  gift  of  God' ' 
$!phesians2:6). 

Answer:  The  fact  that  one  is  saved 
ijr  grace  through  faith  in  Christ, 
Kch,  of  course,  is  a  glorious  truth  to 
Bh  of  us  that  are  Christians,  has 
iothing  to  do  with  the  many  directives 
some  of  them  direct  commands  to 
/ork).  We  are  not  taught  in  the  Bible 
k  perform  such  duty  before  we 
Bbme  Christians  but  because  we 
K  Christians.  It  becomes  the 
Sponsible  duty  of  each  born-again 
Christian  to  obey  the  Scriptures  that 
ndicate  we  should  work.  Take  for 
example,  "But  ye  shall  receive 
lower,  after  that  the  Holy  Ghost  is 
ome  upon  you:  and  ye  shall  be 
j/itnesses  unto  me  both  in  Jerusalem, 
■L  in  all  Judaea,  and  in  Samaria, 
ind  unto  the  uttermost  part  of  the 
Hi"  (Acts  1:8). 

This  is  not  given  to  Paul,  Peter, 
[ohn,  and  a  few  missionaries  away 
■fi  the  United  States  preaching  to 
toe  unevangelized,  but  to  you  and  me 
ind    every    other  regenerated 
Hptian.  God  did  not  save  anyone  to 
Hjjn  the  stool  of  do  nothing,  but  that 
H|hould  be  means  in  His  hallowed 
lands  to  propagate  the  gospel  to  all 
he    unsaved    in    all    the  world, 
"veryone  in  the  whole  wide  world 
leeds    one    chance    to    hear  the 
^Kilterated  gospel  of  Jesus  Christ 
ur  Lord  in  his  own  language. 
This  will  not  and  cannot  be  done 
I  H|  a  larger  percent  of  born-again 
nen  and  women  begin  to  say,  "Here 
81  X  I,  send  me,"  and  make  this  a 
'  Hi  reality   °y   getting  up  and 
"  tarting.  Men  and  women  with  the 
"  Jiility  to  learn  and  translate  the  Bible 
nto   the   native   tongue   of  the 
irievangelized  must  begin    this  im- 


possible task  before  God  will  make  it 
a  possibility. 

One  of  the  saddest  stories  I  ever 
heard  was  told  by  Dr.  Oswald  J. 
Smith  to  his  class  in  missions.  He  told 
of  a  group  of  churches  in  Africa  that 
were  evangelized  and  formed  by 
missionaries  from  the  Church  of 
England.  The  churches  were  dying 
for  the  want  of  pastors  and  other 
workers.  None  of  them  were  sending 
their  members  to  nearby 
unevangelized  tribes  to  give  them  an 
opportunity  to  be  saved,  but  were 
concerned  in  carrying  on  in  their  own 
church  activities,  appealing  to 
England  for  help.  Then  the  picture 
changed  tones  and  colors  when  a  true 
evangelist  came  and  preached  the 
whole  gospel  and  both  groups  of  the 
young  and  individuals  began  to  obey 
the  gospel  and  take  it  to  nearby  tribes 
that  were  without. 

If  we  should  desire  our  church  to 
change  from  a  cold  formal  group,  not 
able  to  keep  the  young  people  in- 
terested in  Christian  activities  and 
maintain  the  several  departments 
let's  see  the  unadulterated  gospel  of 
Christ,  all  of  it,  preached  and  taught 
with  the  enthusiasm  of  the  Early 
Church's  preachers;  such  as, 
Stephen,  Philip,  Paul,  and  others  and 
we  shall  begin  to  reap  the  results  we 
need  to  see.  But  as  long  as  we  put  first 
in  our  enthusiasm  buildings  made  of 
brick,  wood,  steel,  and  mud  we  are 
going  to  have  a  muddy  spiritual 
condition  and  a  waning  of  interest. 
When  honest-to-goodness  Sunday 
school  teachers  and  pastors  begin  to 
herald  the  good  news  of  salvation  by 
grace  alone  and  the  people  actually 
begin  to  believe  it,  there  is  going  to  be 
a  change  in  the  old  church-a  change 
that  will  change  the  homes  and  the 
businesses  of  the  Christians. 

George  H.  Sandison  has  this  to  say 
on  a  similar  subject  on  Page  471-72  in 
1000  Difficult  Bible  Questions 
Answered: 

"There  is  no  contradiction  in  the 
passage  Philippians  2:12, 19.  It  is  very 
true  that  we  must  work  out  our  own 
salvation ;  and  it  is  equally  true  that  it 
is  God  who  worketh  in  us.  A  certain 
part  is  ours  to  do,  which  God  cannot 


do  for  us;  another  part  is  God's  to  do 
which  we  cannot  do  for  him.  In  the 
first  place  we  must  do  the  believing. 
Mr.  Moody  used  to  tell  how  he  prayed 
for  faith  until  he  noticed  the  passage : 
'Faith  cometh  by  _  hearing,  and 
hearing  by  the  Word  of  God'  (Romans 
10:17).  God  has  given  the  Word;  we 
must  do  the  believing.  Again,  God 
gives  us  the  power,  but  we  must  use  it. 
God  may  give  his  Spirit  to  enable  a 
Christian  to  testify  or  to  preach,  but 
the  Christian  must  use  his  lips  and 
tongue  and  voice.  God  dwells  in  us 
and  works  in  us  and  we  have  his 
power;  but  by  using  his  power  and 
accepting  his  help  we  increase  our 
capacity  for  more,  we  gain  mental, 
spiritual,  and  physical  strength  and 
skill  for  our  work.  Our  bodily  life  bears 
a  perfect  analogy  to  the  spiritual  life 
in  this  respect;  God  starts  our  hearts 
beating  and  keeps  bestowing  the  gift 
of  life.  In  this  sense  he  dwells  and 
works  in  us.  But  we  must  work  and 
exercise  that  we  may  grow  stronger 
and  efficient  and  accomplish  the  work 
we  find  to  do." 

The  Bible  says,  "But  seek  ye  first 
the  kingdom  of  God,  and  his 
righteousness;  and  all  these  things 
shall  be  added  unto  you"  (Matthew 
6:33);  "That  if  thou  shalt  confess 
with  thy  mouth  the  Lord 
Jesus,  and  shalt  believe  in  thine  heart 
that  God  hath  raised  him  from  the 
dead,  thou  shalt  be  saved.  For  with 
the  heart  man  believeth  unto 
righteousness ;  and  with  the  mouth 
confession  is  made  into  salvation.  For 
the  scripture  saith,  Whosoever 
believeth  on  him  shall  not  be 
ashamed"  (Romans  10:9-11);  "Go  ye 
therefore,  and  teach  all  nations, 
baptizing  them  in  the  name  of  the 
Father,  and  of  the  Son,  and  of  the  Holy 
Ghost:  Teaching  them  to  observe  all 
things  whatsoever  I  have  commanded 
you:  and,  lo,  I  am  with  you  alway, 
even  unto  the  end  of  the  world.  .  .  ." 
(Matthew  28:19,  20);  "Exhort  ser- 
vants to  be  obedient  unto  their  own 
masters,  and  to  please  them  well  in 
all  things;  not  answering  again;  Not 
purloining,  but  shewing  all  good 
fidelity;  that  they  may  adorn  the 
doctrine  of  God  our  Saviour  in  all 
things"  (Titus  2:9, 10);  "Know  ye  not, 
that  to  whom  ye  yield  yourselves 
servants  to  obey,  his  servants  ye  are 
to  whom  ye  obey;  whether  of  sin  unto 
death,  or  of  obedience  unto 
righteousness"  (Romans 6:16). 

If  we  are  servants  of  God  we  have  a 
definite  and  a  specific  duty  to  per- 
form. All  Christians  are  told  in  the 
Word  to  pray  for  all  men.  This  has 
special  emphasis  when  it  comes  to 
praying  for  Christians;  and  there  is 
an  added  responsibility  to  pray  for 

(Continued  on  Page  15) 
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Free  Will  Baptist  Children's  Home 

"A  Christian  Home  for  Bom  and  GMs" 
NtiniM  FSI.X,  NORTH  CAROLINA  27557 
MR.  SAMMY  WEEKS,  Superintendent  -  Phone  (919)235-4079 


GREETINGS  TO  ALL 

The  children  and  staff  of  the  Free 
Will  Baptist  Children's  Home  takes 
this  opportunity  to  wish  each  of  you  a 
very  merry  Christmas  and  a  happy, 
prosperous  New  Year. 

Each  of  you  has  a  special  meaning 
in  our  lives,  for  it  is  through  your 
sharing  that  we  are  allowed  to  live  in 
a  Christian  home.  Sharing  and  giving 
truly  exemplifies  the  real  meaning  of 
Christmas  because  we  all  know  that  it 
is  on  Christmas  that  we  celebrate  the 
birthday  of  Christ.  We  Christians  can 
readily  comprehend  the  real  meaning 
of  Christmas  for  it  is  through  the 
celebration  of  Christ's  birthday  that 
we  are  aware  of  the  greatest  gift 
which  God  ever  gave  mankind.  In  2 
Corinthians  9 : 15  we  find  that  the  great 
Christian,  Paul,  proudly  proclaims: 
"Thanks  be  unto  God  for  his  un- 
speakable gift."  Christ  continually  set 
an  example  for  us  by  His  sharing  and 
giving.  He  shared  Himself  daily  while 
upon  this  earth,  and  then  ultimately 
He  gave  His  life  upon  the  Cross  so  that 
each  of  us  might  have  the  opportunity 
to  have  eternal  life  with  God,  our 
heavenly  Father. 

Was  it  not  Christ  who  declared  that 
it  is  more  blessed  to  give  than  to 
receive?  We,  of  all  people,  realize  that 
this  Christmas  greeting  is  being  read 
by  blessed  people  ,  because  you  have 
given  generously  to  us  over  the  past 
years.  Not  only  have  you  given  freely 
of  your  material  possessions,  but  you 
have  been  willing  to  share  your  time 
and  talents  with  us.  For  ail  your  gifts 
we  are  very  grateful  and  thankful. 

We  sincerely  trust  that  each  of  you 
will  realize  much  happiness  and  joy 
throughout  the  Christmas  season  and 
that  the  coming  year  will  be  the  best 
ever  for  you.  MERRY  CHRISTMAS 
AND  HAPPY  NEW  YEAR! 

Yours  in  Christ, 
Staff  and  Children 


RELIGIOUS  CONTRIBUTIONS 
OCTOBER,  1974 

Albemarle  Conference 
Corinth  $  10.00 

Hickory  Chapel  16.00 


Malachi's  Chapel 
Mt.  Tabor 

Sunday  School  Convention 
Sidney 
Sound  Side 
Union  Chapel 
Total 

Blue  Ridge  Association 
Cedar  Hill  $  17.77 


50.00 
55.06 
62.01 
25.00 
50.00 
306.28 
$  574.35 


Cape  Fear  Conference 

Eastwood  $  15.00 

Hopewell  76.67 

Johnston  Union  12.00 

Lee's  Chapel  205.94 

Cape  Fear  Union  92.12 

Palmer  Memorial  143 .31 

Pleasant  Grove  100.00 

Saint  Mary's  Grove  5.00 

Shady  Grove  680.00 

Smyrna  30.00 

Total  *  1,360.04 
Central  Conference 

Aspen  Grove  $  258.00 

Ayden  103.77 

Bethany  27.59 

Community  3.00 

Daniels  Chapel  15 . 00 

Edgewood  95.00 

Free  Union  202.00 

Friendship  103.97 

Greenville,  First  10.00 

Gum  Swamp  40.00 

Hickory  Grove  88.46 

Hull  Road  130.00 

LaGrange  225.13 

Little  Creek  55.00 

Second  Union  6.32 

Fourth  Union  130.39 

Ormondsville  13.00 

Otter's  Creek  108.34 

Peace  25.80 

Reedy  Branch  86.00 

Roanoke  Rapids  5.00 

Spring  Branch  159 . 85 

Tarboro  275.00 

Williamston  8.52 

Winterville  152.32 

Total  $  2,327.46 
Eastern  Conference 

Bethlehem  $  131.37 

British  Chapel  10.00 

Bridgeton  50.00 

Core  Creek  106.25 

Crab  Point  15.00 

Dublin  Grove  79.06 

Friendship  22.77 

Holly  Springs  313.11 

Jackson  Heights  116.25 

Juniper  Chapel  39 . 94 


rYixibion,  r  11  si 

r  no. 

i^aniei  s  v^ndpei 

May's  Chapel 

OU.UU1 

Memorial 

1  K  (mi 
15.0W 

Mt.  Ziion  (Jramuco) 

on  AA. 

Eula  Jones 

Fifth  Union 

lOO.Ofl 

Third  Sunday  School  Convention  30.00| 

New  Bethlehem 

22.89 

Third  Union 

75.001 

New  Haven 

33.44a 

Northeast 

49. 69* 

Oak  Grove 

5.00[« 

Pearsall's  Chapel 

105. 5m 

Pilgrim's  Home 

200.09 

Rock  of  Zion 

39.73 

Sandy  Plain 

141.4J 

Sarecta 

79.09 

Smyrna 

50.00 

Spring  Hope 

50.00 

St.  Mary's 

311.83 

Trent 

41.37 

Welcome  Home 

50.00 

Whaley's  Chapel 

87.88* 

White  Oak  Grove 

600.oa 

Total  $ 

3,061.66a 

Pee  Dee  Association 

Emerson  $ 

50.001 

Little  Bethel 

24.29 

Mission  Valley 

20. 00| 

Mt.  Calvary 

10. 00] 

Mt.  Olive 

Pee  Dee  Association 

First  Union 

Oak  Grove 

Pine  Level 

Total  $ 

Piedmont  Conference 

Christ  $ 

10.00 

East  Rockingham 

55.43 

Mt.  Olive 

Total  $ 

77.61] 

Western  Conference 

Barnes  Hill  $ 

10.00] 

Branch  Chapel 

97.69 

Everett's  Chapel 

56.54 

Friendship 

30.00 

Kenly 

5.00 

Little  Rock 

50.00 

Marsh  Swamp 

30.0a 

Memorial  Chapel 

50.00 

Micro 

250.  OOl 

Milbournie 

83.003 

Western  Conference 

87. 31; 

First  Union 

71.68 

New  Sandy  Hill 

25.00 

Oak  Grove 

159.00 

People's  Chapel 

175.0B 

Pine  Level 

165.  Ou 

Piney  Grove 

15.0$ 

Pleasant  Grove 

5.00; 

Pleasant  Hill 

47. 0« 

Rosebud 

5.00; 

Stancil's  Chapel 

42.22 

Stoney  Creek 

325.  Od 

Stony  Hill 

35.  oq 

Union  Chapel 

65. 00| 

Union  Grove 

55.00 

Watson's  Grove 
Total  $ 

75.  ia! 

2,015.21 
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Christmas  Greetings 

from  the 
Home  Missions  Department 


V/I ! 


It  is  with  great  joy  and  adora 
PROSPEROUS  NEW  YEAR 


MERRY  CHRISTMAS 


Noah  Brown 
Tavlor  Hill 
Ray  Wells 
Grayson  Spencer 
Jack  Mayo 
Treva  Kennedy 


tgson,  W.  Va. 
lelby,  Ohio 
Total 

Other  Religious 
.  C.  State  Convention 
abernacle 
ew  Jerusalem 
rinity  Auxiliary 
aith 
Total 

otal  Religious 
Contributions 


Change 


of 


Address 


$10,491-85 


Memorial  contributions  to  the 
lildren's  Home  for  October,  1974, 
taled  $335,  and  were  as  follows : 


The  Rev.  John  Gilliland  announces 
his  change  of  address  from  601 
Overland  Road,  Lot  No.  22,  Clinton, 
North  Carolina  28328,  to  Route  7,  Box 
298,  Lot  No.  25,  Fayetteville,  North 
Carolina  28306.  All  future 
correspondence  to  him  should  be  to 
his  new  address. 


unnei 


■cent. 


Totals,  by  counties  for  1973  were  as 
follows:  Greene,  $3,405;  Lenoir, 
$2,523;  Edgecombe-Halifax  $1,508; 
Craven,  $2,899;  Pamlico, 
$2,828;  Wayne,  $4,628;  Carteret, 
$2,867;  Johnston- Wake,  $7,497;  Nash, 
$1,404;  Jones,  $1,625;  Onslow-New 
Hanover,  $925;  Beaufort,  $2,355;  Pitt, 
$7,035;  Wilson,  $6,375;  Washington, 
Tyrrell,  Martin,  Pasquotank,  $2,422; 
Sampson,  Harnett,  Cumberland, 
$5,465;  Duplin,  $3,998.  Totals  by 
counties  for  1974  were  as  follows : 
Greene,  $3,638;  Lenoir,  $2,789; 
Edgecombe-Halifax,  $1,613;  Craven, 
$3,245;  Pamlico,  $3,539;  Wayne, 
$5,674;  Carteret,  $2,904;  Johnston- 
Wake,  $8,241;  Nash,  $1,726;  Jones, 
$1,806;  Onslow-New  Hanover,  $705; 
Beaufort,  $1,838;  Pitt,  $9,000;  Wilson, 
$6,625;  Washington,  Tyrrell,  Martin, 
Pasquotank,  $3,066;  Sampson,  Har 
nett,  Cumberland,  $5,309;  Duplin, 
$5,080. 
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ALBERMARLE  UNION,  LEAGUE, 
AND  S.  S.  CONVENTION 

The    Albemarle    Union  Meeting, 
League    Convention,    and  Sunday 
School  Convention  will  meet  with  the 
St.  Paul  Free  Will  Baptist  Church, 
Elizabeth  City,  December  28,  29.  The 
scheduled  programs  are  as  follows : 
Union  Meeting 
(Morning  Session  Only) 
10: 00- -Devotions,  the  Rev.  Francis 
Garner 

10: 10-  Welcome,     the     Rev.  John 
Owens,  Host  Pastor 
-Response,    the   Rev.  Marvin 
Waters 

10:15-Moderator's  Address,  the  Rev. 

Charlie  Overton 
10 : 20-Roll  Call  of  Ministers 

--Recognition      of  Visiting 

Ministers 
-Roll  Call  of  Churches 
10:45-Offering   for  Denominational 
Enterprises 
-Announcements 
ll:05-Business  Session: 

Report  of  Children's  Home,  via 
Literature 

Report  of  Mount  Olive  College, 
via  Literature 

Report  of  Missions,  via 
Literature 

Report  of  Press  Foundation,  via 
Literature 

Report  of  Cragmont  Assembly, 
via  Literature 
ll:20-Reading  of  Minutes  of  Last 
Union 
-Report  of  Treasurer 
-Other  Business 
-Announcements  of  Next  Union 
11 : 30-Minutes  Read  and  Approved 
11 : 35- Worship  Service : 
Hymn 

Special  Music,  Host  Church 
Message,  the  Rev.  John  Owens 
12:30-Benediction  and  Adjournment 
-Lunch 

League  Convention 
(Evening  Session) 
7 : 30--Devotions,  Mr.  Ray  Collier 
7:40-President's  Message,  Mr.  Loyd 
Jones,  Jr. 
-Appointment  of  Digest  Com- 
mittee 
-Offering 

--Roll  Call  of  Leagues 
-Sword  Drill 
-Hymn 

--Recognition  of  Ministers 
--Announcements 


9:00- 


9:45- 
9:55- 


10:00 
10:05 
10:30 


10:55- 


11:15- 


12:30 


-Special  Music,  Host  League 
-League  Program 
-Minutes  of  Last  Convention 
-Business  Period 
-Report  of  Digest  Committee 
-Awarding   of   Banners  and 
Picture 

Treasurer's  Report 
Adjournment 
Pianist,  Mrs.  Lucy  Jones 
Sunday  School  Convention 

(Morning  Session  Only) 
Devotions,  the  Rev.  John  Owens 
Welcome,  Mr.  Thomas  Nooney, 
Host  Superintendent 
-Response,  Mr.  Oscar  Webster 
-President's     Message,  Mr. 
Bobby  Phelps 

-Sunday   School   Lesson,  Mr. 
Jimmy  Raper 
-Enrollment  of  Ministers 
-Recognition      of  Visiting 
Ministers 

-Roll  Call  of  Churches  and 
Delegates 

-Bringing       Reports  and 
Receiving  Blanks 
-Announcements 
-Offering  for  Children's  Home 
-Offertory  Prayer 
-Business  Session: 
Minutes  of  Last  Convention 
Read 

Treasurer's  Report 
New  Business 

Reports    of    Literature  and 
Denominational  Enterprises 
Minutes  Read  and  Approved 
Morning  Worship : 
Special  Music,   Host  Sunday 
School 

Message,  the  Rev.  Charlie 
Overton 

•Benediction  and  Adjournment 
Lunch 


CHRISTIMAS  PAGEANT  AT 
FREE  UNION  CHURCH 

You  are  invited  to  attend  the 
Christmas  Pageant  at  Free  Union 
Free  Will  Baptist  Church  near 
Walstonburg.  There  will  be  two 
performances,  December  22  and  23, 
at  7:30  p.m.  The  Monday  night 
program  is  especially  for  those  from 
other  churches,  so  they  can  attend 
without  missing  their  own  Sunday 
night  services. 


The  Young  Adult  Class  of  Fre« 
Union  Sunday  School  begaa 
presenting  a  Christmas  Pageant  ofl 
Sunday  night  before  Christmas  tejfl 
years  ago.  By  1969,  it  had  become  s6 
popular  that  the  class  begatt 
presenting  it  also  on  the  followiriB 
Monday  night.  As  the  pro grant; 
became  larger  and  more  elaborate, 
other  Sunday  school  classes  wen 
included.  There  will  be  about  nineM 
people  participating  in  this  year'* 
presentation. 

Mrs.  Melvin  Norville,  picture* 
above,  will  again  play  the  part  of  thfl 
angel  of  the  Lord. 

The  Rev.  C.  L.  Patrick  is  pastor  ™ 
the  church. 


4TH  UNION  S.  S.  CONVENTION 
OF  THE  CENTRAL  CONFERENCE 

The  Sunday  School  Convention  cm 
the  Fourth  Union  District  of  th« 
Central  Conference  will  meet  witlfe 
Owen's  Chapel  Free  Will  Baptw 
Church,  Macclesfield,  SundajB 
December  29.  The  convention  them* 
will  be  "To  Whom  Shall  We  Go  ?  "  with] 
Scripture  taken  from  John  6:68.  The? 
program  is  as  follows : 

Morning  Session  1 

10 : 00-Sunday  School 

ll:00-Hymn,  "Tell  It  to  Jesus" 

-Devotions,  Tim  Wooten  ) 
-Welcome,  Mrs.  Ann  Braswell  j 
-Response,  Mrs.  Jesse  ProctorB 

11 : 15--President's  Remarks  I 
--Recognition  Time 
-Mission '  s  Report 
-Greetings  from  the  Children* 
Home 

--Hymn,  "Saviour  Like  M 
Shepherd  Lead  Us" 
11 :30--Special  Music,  Tracy  Hamm  \* 
-Sermon,  the  Rev.  F.  M.  Owens 
-Appointment  of  Committees  j  $ 
-Lunch 

Afternoon  Session  | 
l:15-Devotions,  Mrs.  Wrenn  Abramsl 
-Special  Music,  Saratoga  YoutB 
Choir 
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-News  from  Mount  Olive  College 
-Business  Period 
-Program,  Local  Church 
2 : 15-Adjournment 


"MISTER  TURKEY"  PROGRAM 
AT  HUGO  CHUCH 


"Mister  Turkey"  was  displayed  on 
a  table  in  the  sanctuary  of  Hugo  Free 
Will  Baptist  Church,  Route  2,  Grifton, 
on  November  7,  as  a  special  project  to 
help  raise  funds  for  the  Children's 
Home  at  Middlesex. 

Then  on  Sunday,  November  17, 
during  the  Sunday  school  hour,  those 
who  had  received  "Turkey  Folders" 
came  by  the  table  and  placed  their 
offerings  in  "Mister  Turkey's"  nest. 
These  gifts  were  taken  to  the  Home  in 
behalf  of  the  Hugo  church  on  Satur- 
day, November  23,  during  the  speical 
Thanksgiving  service,  by  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Howard  Holt,  Mrs.  Grace 
Stroud,  and  Mrs  Conetta  Faulkner. 

The  pastor,  the  Rev.  Harry  A. 
Jones,  states:  "As  the  pastor  of  Hugo 
church,  I  commend  the  people  for  this 
another  of  many  fine  works  they  are 
doing  for  the  Lord. ' ' 


CASEY'S  CHAPEL  TO  HOST 
CAPE  FEAR  UNION 

The  Union  Meeting  of  the  Cape  Fear 
Conference  will  convene  on  Saturday 
morning,  December  28,  with  Casey's 
Chapel  Free  Will  Baptist  Church  near 
Goldsboro.  The  moderator,  the  Rev. 
C.  M.  Coats,  will  preside.  The  local 
church  pianist  will  play  for  the  union 
with  the  local  church  rendering 
special  music.  The  program  is  as 
follows : 

10 : 00-Congregational  Hymn 

-Devotional  and  Welcome,  the 
Rev.  Ed  Miles 

-Response,    the    Rev.    L.  B. 

Woodall  Jr. 
10:l5-Enrollment   of   Officers  and 

Ministers 
-Recognition  of  Visitors 
-Reading  of  Minutes 
-Appointment  of  Committees 
-Roll  Call  of  Churches 
-Reports    of  Denominational 

Enterprises 


-Miscellaneous  Business 
11 : 15-Congregational  Hymn 

-Special  Music,  Host  Church 
-Message,    the    Rev.    W.  O. 
Lassiter 
12 : 00-Report  of  Treasurer 
-Unfinished  Business 
-Benediction  and  Adjournment 
--Lunch        and  Christian 
Fellowship 


FIRST  UNION  OF  WESTERN 
AT     LITTLE     ROCK  CHURCH 

The  First  Union  Meeting  of  the 
Western  Conference  will  be  held  at 
the  Little  Rock  Free  Will  Baptist 
Church,  Lucama,  on  Saturday 
morning,  December  28.  The  Rev 
James  V.  Joyner,  moderator,  will 
preside,  assisted  by  the  clerk,  the 
Rev.  C.  F.  Bowen.  The  scheduled 
program  is  as  follows : 
10 : 00-Morning  Devotional,  the  Rev. 

Noble  Crumpler 
10:15-Welcome   Address,   the  Rev. 

DeWayne  Eakes,  Host  Pastor 
-Response,    the    Rev.  Bobby 

Futrelle 
10:20-Business  Session 
ll:00-News    from  Denominational 

Enterprises 
11 :20-Report  of  Committees 
11 : 30-Morning  Worship : 

Congregational  Singing  and 
Special  Music 

Offering  for  the  Children's 
Home 

Sermon,  the  Rev.  Lloyd  Hargis 
12 : 30- Adjournment  and  Lunch 


2ND  UNION  AND  S.  S. 
CONVENTION  OF  WESTERN 
CONFERENCE 

The  Second  Union  Meeting  and 
Sunday  School  Convention  of  the 
afternoon  and  Saturday  evening 
with  the  Memorial  Chapel  Free  Will 
Baptist  Church,  Middlesex, 
December  28.  The  theme  for  both 
programs  will  be  "Lift  Up  Your  Eyes 
unto  the  Harvest"  with  Scripture 
taken  from  John  4:35.  The  programs 
are  as  follows : 

Union  Meeting 

5 : 30-Congregation  Hymn 

-Welcome,  Memorial  Chapel 
-Response,  Mrs.  Henrv  Eason 
-Devotions,    the    Rev.  Doug 
Skinner 

-Moderator's  Remarks,  the  Rev. 

H.C.Morgan 
-Appointment  of  Committees 
-Reading  of  Minutes,  Clerk 
-Treasurer's  Report,  Clerk 
-Roll    Call    of    Churches  and 

Ministers 
-Reports     of  Denominational 

Enterprises 

-Offering  For  Children's  Home 


-Congregational  Hymn 

-Business  Session 

-Message,     the    Rev.  Vernon 

Twaites 
-Congregational  Hymn 
7 : 30-Benediction  and  Adjournment 
--Recess 

Sunday  School  Convention 
7 : 30--Song  Service 

-Devotions,    the    Rev.  Robert 
Rollins 

-Welcome,  Memorial  Chapel 
-Response,  Mrs.  Nancy  Duncan 
-Appointment  of  Committees 
-Report  of  Children's  Home,  Mr. 

Sam  Weeks 
-Program,  Memorial  Chapel 
-Business  Session 
-Report  of  Committees 
--Awarding  of  Banner  and  Trophy 
-Adjournment 


Auxiliary 

West  Clinton 's 
Worn  an 's  A  uxiiiary 
P  resents  P  lay 

The  Woman's  Auxiliary  of  the  West 
Clinton  Free  Will  Baptist  Church, 
Clinton,  presented  a  play  entitled, 
"The  First  Thanksgiving,"  on 
Wednesday  night,  November  27.  The 
program  was  a  part  of  the  auxiliary's 
Pre-Thanksgiving  Week  of  Prayer. 

The  scene  for  the  play  was  a  log 
cabin  in  the  days  of  the  Pilgrims.  The 
ladies  were  all  dressed  in  the  fashions 
of  that  day. 

During  the  program  an  offering  was 
received  for  the  Children's  Home  a 
Middlesex. 

Following  the  program  refresh- 
ments were  served  in  the  fellowship 
hall  of  the  church. 


ATTENTION 
Woman's  Auxiliaries 

Due  to  health  conditions,  I  am  no  longer 
able  to  fulfull  duties  of  Pin  Award  Chair- 
man. 

In  the  future,  please  send  your  checi: 
for  $25  and  your  order  to  our  state 
treasurer,  Mrs.  Raymond  T.  Sasser,  517 
Westover  Avenue,  Wilson,  North  Carolina 
27893.  When  ordering,  please  state  who 
will  receive  the  award  and  to  whom  it 
should  be  mailed. 

I  have  enjoyed  serving  as  your  chair- 
man, and  appreciate  your  cooperation  in 
helping  to  make  the  program  a  success. 
Sincerely, 
Mrs.  H.  L.  Spivey 
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ST.  CLAIRE  BIBLE  CLAS£) 

THE  SUNDAY 
SCHOOL  LESSOR 

FOR  DECEMBER  29 


THE      MAN  OF 
COMPASSION 

Lesson  Text:  Luke  4: 17-21;  5:18-25 
Memory  Verse:  Isaiah 49: 13 


I.  INTRODUCTION 

We  begin  today  a  series  of  four 
lessons  which  are  portraits  of  the 
Master :  the  Man  of  Compassion,  the 
Master  Teacher,  the  Suffering 
Saviour,  the  Lord  of  Life.  They  are 
designed  to  show  the  many-faceted 

Edmund  Burke  wrote,  "Next  to 
love,  compassion  is  the  divinest  virtue 
of  the  human  heart."  But  the  human 
heart,  especially  in  its  unregenerated 
state,  cannot  show  compassion  as  did 
the  heart  of  the  Master  himself.  In 
Christ  we  see  a  cross  section  of  the 
loving  heart  of  God,  for  Christ  was  the 
manifestation  of  a  compassionate 
God.  Did  Christ  ever  see  want,  suf- 
fering, sorrow,  sickness,  or  death, 
and  His  compassion  not  go  forth?  It 
flowed  from  Him  in  a  steady  stream 
during  His  whole  earthly  ministry. 
His  companion  led  Him  to  heal  the 
man  with  the  withered  hand,  the 
miserable  leper,  the  Gaderene 
demoniac;  it  led  Him  to  open  the 
eyes  of  the  blind,  to  feed  the  hungry 
multitude,  and  to  heal  the 
brokenhearted. 

Christ  wants  us  to  show  compassion 
to  those  needing  it.  Nothing  enriches 
our  lives  more  than  compassion  for 
others.  While  the  Good  Samaritan 
was  doing  something  for  the  injured 
man,  the  injured  man  was  doing 
something  for  the  Samaritan.  The 
latter 's  work  of  love  put  a  glow  into 
his  heart  and  gave  purpose  and 
meaning  to  his  life.  The  injured  man's 
body  was  healed,  but  the  Samaritan's 
heart  was  enriched.  If  we  are  wise 
Christians  we  will  learn  the  way  of 
compassion  from  our  blessed  Lord.- 
The  Advanced  Quarterly  (F.  W.  B.). 

II .  HINTS  THAT  HELP 

A.  Someone  has  said  that  the 
whole  earthly  life  of  Jesus  could  be 
summed  up  in  one  short  sentence: 
"He  went  about  doing  good."  Of 
course    this    is    an  incomplete 


statement,  but  it  certainly  charac- 
terized His  life  while  on  earth. 
Everywhere  He  went  and  everything 
He  did  was  a  manifestation  of  His 
compassion. 

B.  When  Jesus  told  the  people  in 
the  synagogue  in  Nazareth  that  He 
was  the  fulfillment  of  the  prophecy  in 
Isaiah  62 : 1,  2,  He  was  telling  them  not 
only  that  He  was  the  promised 
Messiah,  but  that  He  was  coming  to 
do  many  works  of  compassion  and 
mercy  on  the  earth  while  He  was 
here. 

C.  When  we  consider  the  great 
compassion  of  Jesus  and  the  fact  that 
when  we  are  saved  His  love  is  shed 
abroad  in  our  hearts  by  the  Holy 
Spirit,  we  must  realize  that  as 
Christians  we  ought  to  be  com- 
passionate toward  others.  The 
miracle  of  the  palsied  man's  being 
healed  gives  us  a  great  example  of 
what  our  faith  and  compassion  can  do 
for  others. 

D.  The  greatest  criticism  and 
opposition  that  Jesus  found  on  earth 
were  from  the  religious  people.  Isn't  it 
true  today  that  the  greatest  opposition 
to  the  real  work  of  the  Lord  comes 
from  those  who  ought  to  be  helping? 
Yet  in  spite  of  opposition  we  can  do  a 
great  work  for  God  if  we  are  deter- 
mined and  yielded. 

E.  When  Jesus  had  forgiven  and 
healed  the  palsied  man,  some  found 
fault;  but  when  the  man  walked, 
others  were  amazed  and  glorified 
God.  A  changed  life  will  do  when  no 
word  from  us  will  help.  Christians 
should  manifest  a  changed  life  to  the 
world. 

-The  Bible  Teacher  (F.  W.  B.). 

III.    ADDITIONAL  TRUTHS 

A.  The  work  of  Jesus  continues 
through  the  church  He  established. 
He  promised  His  disciples  that  they 
would  do  "greater  works"  than  He  did 
(John  14:12).  Jesus  stressed  that  He 
came  to  fulfill  the  work  of  which  Isaiah 
prophesied:  "preaching,"  "healing," 
"delivering,"  "liberating."  Wherever 
the  message  of  the  living  Christ  is 
taken,  mankind  is  benefited.  The 
medical  missionaries  and  nurses  of 
the  church  carry  on  a  far-flung  and 
heroic  enterprise  of  healing  in  Jesus' 
name.  Schools  are  established  and 
men's  minds  are  illumined  and  their 
horizons    are    lifted.   Through  the 


preaching  of  the  gospel  their  lives 
cleansed,  and  their  hopes  are  tui 
to  eternal  things.  In  the  words  of 
stanza  of  Isaac  Watts'  great  hy 
"Jesus  shall  reign  where'er  the  si 
this  reality  is  gathered  up  and 
pressed  in  a  vivid  way : 
Blessings  abound  where'er  He  reij 
The  pris'ner  leaps  to  lose  his  chain 
The  weary  find  eternal  rest, 
And  all  the  sons  of  want  are  blest. 
Standard  Lesson  Comment 
B.  The  late  Henry  Moorehoua 
noble  evangelist,  was  once  in  *j 
"trying  circumstances."  His  lj 
daughter,  who  was  paralyzed, f 
sitting  in  her  chair  as  he  entered 
house  with  a  package  for  his  v, 
Going  up  to  her  and  kissing  her, 
asked,  "Where  is  Mother?"  "Mot 
is  upstairs."  "Well,  I  have  a  pack 
for  her."  "Let  me  carry  the  pack 
to  Mother."  "Why,  Minnie,  dear,  1 
can  you  carry  the  package  to  Mot 
when  you  cannot  carry  yoursei 
With  a  smile  on  her  face,  Mfe 
answered,  "Oh,  no,  Papa;  but 
give  me  the  package,  and  I  will  ca 
the  package,  and  you  will  carry  ir 
Taking  her  up  in  his  arms,  he  can 
her  upstairs-little  Minnie  and 
package  too.  And  then  the  Word  of 
Lord  came  to  him  that  this  was 
his  position  in  his  work.  He  ' 
carrying  his  burden  but  was  notl 
carrying  him? --Christian  Wc 
(London)  as  Quoted  in  9j 
Illustrations  for  Christian  Service. 


FOR  JANUARY  5 

THE  MASTER 
TEACHER 

Lesson  Text:  Matthew  5:17-20;! 

29;  13:33-35 

Memory  Verse:  Psalm  25:4 

I.  INTRODUCTION 

From  the  very  beginning  of  tim 
great  deal  of  stress  has  been  pie 
upon  the  teaching  ministry.  9 
the  giving  of  the  law  this  tead 
ministry  was  the  responsibility  of 
father  as  the  head  of  the  houseb 
after  the  giving  of  the  law  w 
institution  of  the  priesthood! 
teaching  ministry  became  thefe 
responsibility  of  the  home  an 
church.  From  the  moment  <B 
inception  of  the  Christian  church, 
value  of  religious  instructionT 
recognized  and  stressed.  Theft 
Jesus  himself  spent  a  great  porta 
His  time  giving  instruction  tfl 
multitude  which  followed  afterB 
and  He  spent  even  more  tiiHg 
giving  instructions  to  His  disfl 
The  church  is  very  fortunate  in 
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fact  that  much  of  that  which  con- 
stituted the  teachings  of  the  Master 
has  been  preserved  and  can  be 
utilized  by  men  of  today.  We  can  learn 
not  only  from  the  great  truths  which 
He  taught,  but  also  from  the  methods 
which  He  applied. 

Jesus  was  the  greatest  of  all 
teachers:  first,  because  He  was  the 
most  authoritative;  and  second, 
because  He  had  a  better  un- 
derstanding of  the  needs  of  those 
whom  He  would  instruct. 

Today  the  background  for  the 
lesson's  events  is  a  mountain  in 
Galilee  where  our  Lord  delivered  His 
famous  discourse,  known  to  us  as 
"The  Sermon  on  the  Mount,"  and  a 
ship  at  dock  on  the  Sea  of  Galilee  from 
whence  Jesus  taught  by  means  of 
parables  the  great  truths  relative  to 
the  kingdom  of  heaven. -The  Teen- 
Age  Teacher  (F.  W.  B.). 

II .    HINTS  THAT  HELP 

A.  Someone  has  said  that  Jesus 
taught  when  He  preached  and 
preached  when  He  taught.  Is  this  a 
true  statement?  What  do  you  think 
this  statement  means? 

B.  Jesus  taught  the  people  in  all 
kinds  of  places:  in  the  synagogue,  by 
the  sea,  on  the  sea  from  a  boat,  on  the 
mountain,  on  the  plain,  in  the  city, 
and  in  the  country.  What  lesson  do  you 
feel  that  we  ought  to  get  from  that 
fact? 

|  C.<  It  has  been  said  that  a  parable 
is  an  earthly  story  with  a  heavenly 
meaning.  Jesus  spoke  in  parables  to 
make  His  teaching  interesting  and  to 
reveal  truth  so  that  even  the  simplest 
could  understand  it.  By  the  way,  how 
do  you  like  illustrations  in  sermons? 

D.  All  the  teachings  of  Jesus  had  a 
moral  and  spiritual  purpose  which 
was  bound  up  with  the  mission  that 
brought  Him  to  earth :  the  mission  to 
seek  and  save  the  lost.  What  is  our 
primary  mission  as  Christians  today? 
-The  Bible  Teacher  (F,  W.  B.). 

HI.    ADDITIONAL  TRUTHS 

A.  Compared  with  the  ordinary 
religious  teachers  of  His  day  (Mat- 
thew 7:28,  29),  Jesus  not  only  spoke 
with  a  note  of  authority  but  with  an 
Outright  claim  to  finality.  At  the  close 
of  the  Sermon  on  the  Mount  He  in- 
dicated that  success  or  failure  in  life 
depended  on  obedience  to  His 
teaching.  He  asserted  that  hearing 
His  word  was  necessary  to  the 
possession  of  eternal  life.  "He  that 
heareth  my  word,  and  belie veth  on 
him  that  sent  me,  hath  everlasting 
life"  (John  5:24).  Jesus  affirmed  the 
lasting  quality  of  His  teaching: 
"Heaven  and  earth  shall  pass  away," 
He  said,  "but  my  words  shall  not  pass 
away"  (Matthew  24:35).  The  very 
essence  of  life  lies  in  the  words  of 


Jesus,  for  He  said,  "The  words  that  I 
speak  unto  you,  they  are  spirit,  and 
they  are  life"  (John  6: 63). -Standard 
Lesson  Commentary. 

B.  A  man  once  told  his  pastor  that 
he  was  going  to  make  a  trip  to  the 
Holy  Land.  He  said,  "When  I  get  there 
I  am  going  to  the  top  of  Mount  Sinai 
and  shout  the  Ten  Commandments 
aloud  to  see  how  it  feels."  The  wise 
pastor  replied,  "My  friend,  there  is 
something  better  you  can  do :  take  my 
advice,  stay  at  home  and  keep  them." 

Paul  summed  up  the  law  in  Romans 
13:10  where  he  explains  that  love  is 
the  fulfillment  of  the  law.  "God's 
measure  of  greatness  for  us  is  how 
well  we  love  Him  and  one  another,  for 
that  is  His  great  commandment.  "-C. 
F.  Bowen. 


Churches  and  Ministers 
Available 

(Note:  This  column  is  provided,  when 
needed,  for  any  church  that  is  seeking  a 
pastor  arid  for  any  minister  who  is  seeking 
a  church  to  serve  and  would  like  to  give 
such  notice.  Please  send  the  necessary  in- 
formation to  the  editor  ol  "The  Free  Will 
Baptist."  Each  notice  will  run  for  two  is- 
sues only.) 


The  Rev.  J.  Elmer  Thompson,  a 
former  member  of  the  Cape  Fear 
Conference  and  now  a  member  of  the 
Eastern  Conference,  announces  that 
he  is  available  for  full-time  pastoral 
work.  Any  church  desiring  his  ser- 
vices may  contact  him  by  writing 
Route  2,  Box  384-K,  Smithfield,  North 
Carolina  27577;  telephone  965-6274. 

The  First  Free  Will  Baptist  Church 
of  Plymouth  is  in  need  of  a  full-time 
pastor.  Anyone  interested  in  serving 
this  church  should  contact  Mr.  J.  W. 
Barfield,  103  West  Avenue,  Plymouth, 
North  Carolina  27962;  telephone,  day 
793-5863;  night  793-5408. 

The  Rev.  James  Warren,  a  member 
of  the  Eastern  Conference,  announces 
that  he  is  available  for  pastoral 
duties  with  a  full-time  or  part-time 
church.  He  presently  is  pastoring  the 
Gray  Branch  Free  Will  Baptist 
Church  of  Deep  Run.  Mr.  Warren  can 
be  reached  by  writing  1000  Poplar 
Street,  North  Carolina  28501; 
telephone,  527-1648. 


Coming  Events  .  .  . 

December  20-Annual  Christmas 
Program  and  Party,  Free  Will 
Baptist  Children's  Home,  Middlesex, 
North  Carolina,  Beginning  at  6  P.M. 


I  AM 
A 

SINNER 

Recently,  a  friend  said  to  me,  "I 
don't  believe  I  should  be  in  the 
church.  I'm  not  good  enough." 

"Not  good  enough?"  I  asked  sur- 
prised. 

"If  I  were  really  a  Christian,  I 
wouldn't  do  and  say  some  of  the 
things  I  do,"  she  answered.  She  was 
really  troubled. 

"Look,"  I  tried  t6  explain,  "this 
business  of  living  the  Christian  life 
isn't  cut  and  dried  for  all  of  us.  Some 
of  us  are  strugglers.  That  category 
fits  me." 

"You?  A  straggler?"  she  asked 
with  disbelief. 

I  guess  I  should  have  taken  that  as  a 
supreme  compliment,  but  that 
statement  changed  my  gears. 

In  my  struggle  to  become  more 
Christlike,  I  was  hiding  my  doubts 
and  fears  behind  a  religious  front. 
Was  I  giving  the  appearance  of 
something  pious  or  holier  than  thou? 
A  step  above  the  ordinary  person? 
That  meant  I  was  giving  the  illusion  of 
a  lie,  giving  false  impressions,  a 
hypocrite  trying  to  appear  something 
I  can  never  be :  pious  or  good. 

"There  is  none  good,  no  not  one." 
Where  is  this  found?  In  the  Bible. 
What  stood  nearly  two  thousand  years 
ago  stands  today. 

When  we  try  to  look  and  act  so 
religious  we  become  so  far  removed 
from  other  people,  our  spiritual  arms 
aren't  long  enough  to  reach  them. 

I  am  a  sinner.  I  make  no  claims  to 
sainthood  or  perfection.  Who  can  say 
that  he  is  better  than  the  worst 
prostitute  walking  the  streets,  the 
dope  peddler,  or  the  multiple  mur- 
derer? The  only  difference  between 
me  and  the  vilest  person  living  today 
is  that  I  have  been  saved  by  the  grace 
of  God  and  the  blood  of  Jesus. What  do 
I  have  to  be  pious  about?  Nothing.  I 
have  everything  to  be  thankful  for  and 
humble  about. 

God  said  that  if  His  people  who  are 
called  by  His  name  would  humble 
themselves,  He  would  hear  from 
heaven  and  heal  their  land.  That 
could  apply  to  churches,  too. 

Does  this  make  you,  as  it  did  me, 
want  to  take  a  closer  look  at  your 
relationship  with  others? 
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SANTA  CLAUS 

Versus 
CHRISTMAS 

Hby  Linda  Craft 
S  Holly  stepped  out  of  her 
parents'  car  she  was  keenly 
aware  of  the  cold  December  wind  that 
whipped  around  the  church  building 
that  Sunday  morning.  The  frosty 
ground  crumpled  when  she  stepped 
across  the  lawn  to  the  side  door.  "It's 
almost  like  snow,"  Holly  said  to 
herself,  then  added,  "Snow  means 
Christmas!"  A  broad  smile  came 
over  her  lips  and  she  forgot  the  cold  of 
winter. 

"Hurry,  we're  going  to  be  iate  for 
Sunday  school,"  her  brother  Jim 
called  to  her. 

Holly  hurried  on  to  her  Sunday 
school  room.  She  was  suddenly  very, 
very  happy.  Not  only  was  it  Sunday, 
not  only  was  it  December,  but  Santa 
Claus  would  be  arriving  in  just  a  few 
short  weeks. 

For  the  last  month  Holly  had  made 
a  list  of  all  her  special  wishes  for  the 
Christmas  season  and  grew  more 
delighted  as  the  day  came  closer. 
Holly  could  hardly  wait  for  the  shiny 
new  toys  and  gifts  that  would  glisten 
brightly  early  on  Christmas  morn. 

As  much  as  Holly  loved  Christmas, 
she  also  loved  her  Sunday  school 
class,  and  she  especially  enjoyed  her 
new  teacher,  Mrs.  Jenkins. 

As  she  entered  the  classroom,  Mrs. 
Jenkins  was  smiling  at  her  .  It  seemed 
to  Holly  that  Mrs.  Jenkins  always 
smiled  and  she  liked  that  too. 

""Class,  today  we  are  going  to 
discuss  the  meaning  of  Christmas. 
First  let's  all  sing  a  Christmas  carol. 
Please  turn  to  Page  29,"  said  Mrs. 
Jenkins. 

Everyone  stood  and  began  to  sing 
the  familiar  strains  of  the  song  which 
honored  the  birth  of  Jesus.  Holly 
joined  in  the  chorus  with  the  rest  of 
the  class  and  again  she  was  glad  it 
was  Christmas. 
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When  the  song  ended,  Mrs.  Jenkins 
asked,  "Why  do  we  celebrate 
Christmas?" 

Holly's  brother  Jim  raised  his  hand 
first. 

"Yes,  Jim,  do  you  know  the  an- 
swer?" asked  Mrs.  Jenkins. 

"Yes,  Mrs.  Jenkins,  we  celebrate 
Christmas  because  it  is  the  birthday 
of  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ,"  answered 
Jim 

"That's  correct,  Jim,  thank  you," 
said  the  teacher.  "You  know,  class,  so 
many  people  misuse  the  true  meaning 
of  Christmas.  It  has  become  com- 
mercialized. Christmas  comes  very 
cheaply  at  the  dime  store  in  the 
disguise  of  Santa  Claus.  Christmas  is 
a  very  solemn  and  sacred  occasion, 
but  also  a  very  happy  one  too.  All 
Christians  should  rejoice  and  be 
happy  of  that  sweet  little  Baby  who 
brought  salvation  into  the  world  so  we 
can  ail  go  to  live  in  the  city  of  gold  one 
day." 

Mrs.  Jenkins  continued  but  Holly 
sat  quietly  now.  She  didn't  feel  happy 
at  all.  As  a  matter  of  fact,  she  was 
almost  to  the  point  of  tears. 

When,  at  last,  the  final  Sunday 
school  bell  rang  out,  Holly  slowly  left 
the  room.  She  was  so  unhappy  but  she 
didn't  say  a  word  to  anyone. 

During  church  she  could  hardly 
listen  to  the  sermon  and  took  no  joy  in 
all  the  Christmas  songs  that  were 
sung  by  the  choir. 

On  the  ride  home,  Holly  watched 
the  houses  go  by,  one  by  one.  She  still 
didn't  say  a  word. 

At  home,  she  rushed  in  and  went 
straight  to  her  bedroom  and  threw 
herself  across  the  bed.  As  last  she 
released  the  sob  that  had  been  holding 
her  heart  together. 

Her  mother  heard  the  soft  crying 
and  went  to  Holly's  room  and  sat 
down  on  the  bed.  "What's  wrong, 
honey?  Why  are  you  so  unhappy?" 
her  mother  asked  in  a  low  gentle  tone. 

"Oh,  Mother,"  Holly  wailed  as  she 
threw  herself  into  her  mother's  arms. 
"I  am  an  awful  person.  Oh,  how  can 
Jesus  love  me  at  all?  I'm  bad,  bad, 


bad,  and  I  think  Jesus  should  hatel 

me! " 

"Hate  you?  Holly,  Jesus  would ij 
never  hate  you!"  her  mother  ex- 1 
claimed  very  surprised  by  her] 
daughter's  outburst. 

"But  He  does;  He  must.  I  knowl 
Mother  because  I  even  hate  myself.  | 
Oh  Mother!  I  don't  want  anything  fori 
Christmas.  I  never  want  anything! 
from  Santa  Claus  again,"  Holly  cried. 

Holly's  mother  smiled  and 
questioned  her  daughter,  "DidJ 
someone  say  something  today  about! 
Santa  Claus?" 

"Oh  yes,  Mother.  I  was  so  excitedl 
about  getting  gifts  that  I  almost  forgot! 
it  was  Jesus'  birthday.  Am  I  not 
awful,  Mother?  Am  I  not  awful?" 

"No  Holly,  you  are  a  very  beautiful 
girl  and  I'm  sure  that  Jesus  feels  the( 
same  way.  Holly,  let  me  explain  about 
Santa  Claus  and  Christmas.  First  and! 
most  important,  Christmas  is  Christ's  j 
birthday  and  we  all  need  to  keep  that! 
uppermost  in  our  hearts  and  our  I 
minds.  The  giving  of  gifts  began  long| 
before  anyone  ever  thought  of  Santa; 
Claus.  The  three  wise  men  brought! 
gifts  to  Mary's  little  Baby,  remem- 
ber?  Well,  honey,  giving  gifts  atj 
Christmastime  has  been  a  custom 
through  the  ages  of  Christian  people 
everywhere.  It's  giving  our  love  to 
others  like  God  gave  the  greatest  Gift! 
of  love  to  all  mankind-His  Son.  I'm 
sure  Jesus  is  happy  to  see  you  get 
presents    on    His    birthday.  H6\ 
will  always  want  nice  things  for  yow 
in  this  world  and  the  next;  but  He 
wants  us  to  celebrate  Christmas  and 
every  other  day  in  His  honor.  Do  yfl 
think  you  understand  now?" 

Holly  wiped  her  tears  away.  "Y<M 
mean  it's  OK  about  Santa  Claus,  and 
Jesus  doesn't  mind  if  wjj 
really  enjoy  ourselves  as  long  as  He  is 
first  in  our  hearts?"  asked  Holly. 

Holly's  mother  smiled  and  nodded. 

"Mother,  you  know  the  greatest  gift 
anyone  could  ever  receiye  is  God's 
love  at  Christmastime  and  M 
anytime." 


CHRISTMAS  AND  NEW  YEAR'S  HOLIDAYS 

The  Free  Will  Baptist  Press  Foundation 
and  the  Ayden  Bible  and  Bookstore  and  ■ 
branch  stores  at  Smithfield,  New  Bern,  afl 
Wilson,  North  Carolina,  will  be  closfl 
Wednesday  and  Thursday,  December  ■ 
and  26,  in  observance  of  the  ChristmB 
holidays.  They  will  all  be  open  for 
business  Friday,  December  27,  at  thai 
usual  hours.  Please  take  notice  of  thefll 
closing  dates.  | 

The  Press  Foundation  and  the  Aydfl 
Bible  and  Bookstore,  along  with  all  m 
branch  stores,  will  also  be  closed  on  New 
Year's  Day,  January  1, 1975. 

THE  FREE  WILL  BAPTIST 


by  the  Rev.  R.  P.  Hmru 


Scriptural  Basis:  "...  The  Master 
come,  and  calleth  for  thee"  (John 
1:28). 

Iffi  MASTER  IS  CALLING  US  TO 

All  ambiSS&PyirE?'  level-headed 
leople  are  looking  forward  to  the 
Raster's  call  to  security.  They  want 
8)  feel  secure  with  their  friends--a 
ftnse  of  security  when  the  weather  is 
Kid  or  when  dangers  of  any  kind  are 
m  evidence.  We  want  a  feeling  of 
ftcurity  when  we  socialize  and  when 
Ire  become  employed.  In  all  the  areas 
m  involvement  and  participation 
mere  is  a  solid  need  to  feel  safe  and 
■ecure.  God  made  the  world  so  that 
■re  could  engage  in  and  become 
Biotivated  by  conditions  and  events 
■pmmon  to  our  environment  and  our 
■ature.  So,  in  all  our  earthly  am- 
litions  and  employments  there  is 
■eed  for  the  ingredients  which  give 
■pcurity. 

■  But,  then,  why  all  this  earthly 
«*otection  and  security  and  not  bother 
m  provide  spiritual  assurance?  After 
III,  our  earthly  existence  is  to  prepare 
Is  for  the  heavenly  home.  Jesus  calls 
Is  to  security  by  the  sealing  of  the 
■foly  Spirit  (see  Ephesians  1:13).  The 
■taster  calls  us  to  Himself  and  then 
Me  seals  us  by  His  Holy  Spirit.  This 
ftaling  comes  when  we  hear  the  Word 
K  God  and  learn  to  trust  in  Him  and 
■elieve  Him  for  salvation.  It  is  after 
Ire  believe  and  trust  Him  that  we  are 
Ijaled.  The  Holy  Spirit  then  directs  us 
lad  gives  us  knowledge  and  com- 
lassion  and  a  will  to  conform  to 
'Spiritual  endeavors. 
•  The  Holy  Spirit  bears  witness  and 
Ipens  up  the  Word  of  God  to  us  so  that 
Me  are  made  secure  through  the 
■taster's  word.  We  are  told  this  in 
[■John  5:12,  13:  "He  that  hath  the  Son 
ath  life,  .  .  .  These  things  have  I 

HE  FREE  WILL  BAPTIST 


CHRISTMAS  WREATH 
PUZZLE 

by  Ida  F.  Killian 

Every  word  in  this  puzzle  can  be  found  in  Matthew  2:1-13.  If  you  need  extra 
help  in  finding  the  answers,  you  will  find  the  verse  number  after  each  clue. 


Answers  elsewhere  in  this  issue: 


ACROSS 

4.  Where  Jesus  was  born  (v.  1). 

5.  What  did  the  angels  tell  Joseph  to 
do(v.  13)? 

6.  It  led  the  wise  men  (v.  7). 

8.  What  kind  of  men  came  from  the 
East  (v.  1)? 

9.  Who  was  the  king  (v.  1)? 

10.  A  pronoun  for  the  wise  men  (v.  7). 

11.  To  look  for  (v.  8). 

12.  The      star     was      in  the 


DOWN 

1.  Wise     men  opened 
 (v.  11). 

2.  To  govern  (v.  6). 

3.  City  in  the  Holy  Land  (v.  3). 

7.    Gold,  frankincense,  and  myrrh 
were 

 (v.  11). 


their 


9.  A  pronoun  used  for  the  king  (v.  4). 
10.    Ancient  word  for  you  (v.  13). 


written  unto  you  that  believe  on  the 
name  of  the  Son  of  God ;  that  ye  may 
know  that  ye  have  eternal  life,  and 
that  ye  may  believe  on  the  name  of 
the  Son  of  God." 

Jesus  Christ  is  the  Word  of  God  in 
the  flesh.  The  Holy  Bible  is  His 
written  Word.  The  Holy  Bible  tells  us 
about  Jesus  Christ  and  He  wants  us  to 
believe  every  word  of  it.  If  God's 
Word  tells  us  something,  the  Holy 
Spirit  is  there  to  prove  it  and  to  make 
it  become  real  and  safe  for  us  to 
believe  and  depend  on  it. 

I  do  not  know  of  anything  which 
may  make  us  more  secure  than  a 
spiritual  knowledge  of  God's  saving 
grace  through  Jesus  Christ  our  Lord, 
and  our  belief  in  and  acceptance  of 
this  fact. 

When  the  Master  calls  us  and  we 
accept  His  invitation  by  hearing  and 
believing,    we    are    made  secure 


against  judgment.  We  read  in  John 
5:24,  "Verily,  verily,  I  say  unto  you, 
He  that  heareth  my  word,  and 
belie veth  on  him  that  sent  me,  hath 
everlasting  life,  and  shall  not  come 
into  condemnation;  but  is  passed 
from  death  unto  life." 

I  believe  that  God  made  everyone  of 
us  to  be  everlasting  beings-eternal 
with  God  the  Father.  I  believe  when 
we  are  saved  we  have  passed  from 
everlasting  (never  ending)  death  unto 
everlasting  life,  and  that  God  through 
His  Son  made  this  possible  upon  the 
offering  of  Jesus  Christ  in  death, 
which  act  enables  sinful  man  to 
escape  death  and  live  forever.  This 
eternal  life  is  God's  gift  to  us  and  He 
made  it  possible  and  offered  it  to  us 
free  and  without  price.  This  means 
that  saved  people  were  judged  when 
Christ  died  and  they  do  not  come  into 
God's  judgment  ever  again. 
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MOUNT  OUVE  COLLEGE 


HUNT  ELECTED  CHAIRMAN 
BOARD  OF  TRUSTEES 

James  B.  Hunt  Sr.  has  been  elected  by  the  Board  of  Trustees  of  Mount  Olive 
College  as  its  new  chairman. 

The  election  of  Mr.  Huntoccurredat  the  November  18,  19  annual  meeting  of 
the  Board  of  Trustees.  He  succeeds  Ralph  Morris  of  Saint  Mary's  Free  Will 
Baptist  Church,  New  Bern,  who  just  completed  two  six-year  terms  on  the 
board. 

Mr.  Hunt  and  his  wife,  Elsie,  are  active  members  of  Marsh  Swamp  Free  Will 
Baptist  Church  near  Wilson.  He  was  first  elected  to  the  Board  of  Trustees  in 
1964.  In  that  same  year,  he  began  serving  as  chairman  of  the  Wilson  County 
Benefit  Dinner  for  the  College. 


W.  Burkette  Raper,  president  of  the  College;  James  B.  Hunt  Sr.,  newly-elected 
chairman  of  the  Board  of  Trustees  ;  and  Ray  Warwick,  new  vice-chairman  of  the  board. 

In  commenting  on  the  election  of  Mr.  Hunt,  W.  Burkette  Raper,  president  of 
the  College,  said,  "Jimmy  Hunt  is  a  person  of  exceptional  ability,  warmth,  and 
character.  He  is  a  devoted  and  tireless  supporter  of  the  College.  We  are  certain 
that  he  will  serve  with  distinction  during  his  tenure  as  chairman. ' ' 

Also  elected  to  the  Board  of  Trustees  was  Ray  Warwick  of  Saint  Paul's  Free 
Will  Baptist  Church  near  Newton  Grove.  Mr.  Warwick  and  his  wife,  Mae  Ellen, 
are  active  supporters  of  the  College.  Mrs.  Warwick  is  a  French  instructor  at 
the  College. 

The  board  also  reelected  Dr.  Hervy  B.  Kornegay  Sr.,  a  prominent  Mount 

Olive  civic  leader,  as  its  secretary. 


MINISTERIAL  STUDENTS 
GET  CHURCH  WORK 
EXPERIENCE 

by  Dr.  Jamil  M.  Shami 
Cooperative  Education,  Director 


The  religion  department  at  Mount 
Olive  College  is  committed  to 
preparing  experienced  and  well- 
informed  ministers  who  are  ready  to 
serve  their  churches  and 
denominations.    To   this    end,  the 


department  has  a  distinctive  program 
which  provides  the  ministerial 
students  with  practical  experience  in 
the  field  while  pursuing  their  studies 
at  the  College. 

Eleven  ministerial  students  are 
participating  in  the  Cooperative 
Education  experience  under  which 
they  are  assigned  to  specific  churches 
to  work  under  the  supervision  of  an 
ordained  minister.  The  students 
assist  in  the  various  assignments  and 
activities  at  the  church. 

The  program  is  geared  toward 
combining  the  classroom  instruction 
with  the  practical  tasks  in  the  field 
The  students  have  the  opportunity  tc 
test  the  theories  and  implement  theii 
ideas  in  an  action-oriented  at 
mosphere.  Such  an  approach  has  thei 
advantage  of  building  the  needed 
competence  and  confidence  that  are 
considered  essential  in  a  graduate. 

In  addition  to  the  Cooperative 
Education  assignments  in  religion! 
Mount  Olive  College  has  a  diversified 
co-op  program  which  includes  all 
departments  at  the  College.  The  co-op 
placements  include  more  than  1( 
percent  of  the  student  body 
Specifically,  co-op  placement  foJ 
spring  semester,  1974,  was  25J 
summer  session  was  32;  and  current 
fall  semester  is  31.  Furthermore,  tlw 
co-op  office  has  directed  the  ejji 
perience  of  87  independent  study 
PACE  and  work-study  students,  alon| 
co-op  guidelines.  Altogether,  a  total  a 
28  percent  of  the  students  have  pal 
ticipated  to  some  degree  in  the  co-« 
program  at  Mount  Olive  Collegi 
during  the  past  year. 

The  Free  Will  Baptist  churches  hafll 
a  continuous  supply  of  well-prepare$ 
ministers  through  Mount  OliM 
College.  The  religion  department  cl 
op  program,  which  is  essentially^ 


COLLEGE  CHORUS  ON 
WITN 

The  Mount  Olive  College 
Chorus  will  be  featured  on 
WITN-TV  (Channel  7)  on 
Christmas  Day,  at  9  a.m. 

The  chorus,  under  the 
direction  of  Mrs.  Irene 
Patten,  will  perform  a 
number  of  Christmas 
selections. 

All  Free  Will  Baptists 
and  friends  of  the  College 
are  urged  to  tune-in  the 
chorus  on  Christmas 
morning. 
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Editorial-- 


The  Wayfarer 


(Continued  from  Page  2) 
he  tried  desperately  to  call,  but  his  vocal  cords  were  frozen.  He  could  only 
whisper  and  his  voice  was  lost  in  the  wind.  The  doorsteps-they  were  iust 
ahead  He  must  make  it !  Pulling  the  rock  from  his  pocket,  and  in  an  attempt  to 
throw  it  against  the  window,  he  fell  headlong  into  the  bank  of  snow  tSm 

was  fading  He  was  just  inches  away  from  the  steps.  "Mama,  Papa  "  he 

moaned.  A  gasp,  then  silence,  as  he  lay  motionless  in  the  snow 
Inside  the  house,  Mama  was  sitting  by  the  fireplace  keeping  her  vigil 
George,  maybe  my  boy  will  come  home  tonight."  Her  husband  looked  at  her 
sad  eyes-eyes  that  had  become  increasingly  sad  with  each  passing  year 

Maybe  so,  but  don't  count  on  it.  You  might  as  well  accept  the  fact  that  you 
£1Y  STS"  S?-e  ^  a^fin  "  Then"  ta  hiS  driest  tone>  "Better  Put  some  more 
father  outsit".    "  ^  t0  ^  t0night  TeiTibly  COld-  Killin^ 

And  outside,  in  the  gray  world,  a  wayward  son  lay  in  a  grave  of  snow  In  his 

5£i  haVfi  f!?PHed  C°ld'  C°ld  r°Ck  that  had  been  his^st  hope.  The  tears 
hat  had  flooded  his  eyes  were  now  frozen  droplets  upon  his  beard,  and  the 

Dadlyg  SnOW  C°Ve      Wm  ^  a  WWte  blank6t'  but  not  the  one  he  had  wanted  so 


Questions  8c  Answers 

(Continued  from  Page  5) 
Christian  workers.  There  is  also  an 
added  responsibility  for  us  to  pray 
for  Christian  workers  in  the  field  of 
Satan's  unconquered  territory  where 
re  such  persons  as  demon-possessed 
vitch  doctors,  priests,  and  others  of 
Satan's  crowd  who  oppose  the  gospel 
ind  teach  their  false  doctrine  with 
3uch  vigor  as  to  sway  the  masses. 


Baptist  Church  in  Fayetteville. 

Joey  Crumpler  of  Pikeville  is 
assigned  to  Pearsall  Chapel  Free  Will 
Baptist  Church  in  Kenansville. 

Tom  Everton  of  Wilson  is  assigned 
to  First  Free  Will  Baptist  Church  in 
Smithfield. 

Paul  Grubbs  of  Mount  Olive  is 
assigned  to  First  Free  Will  Baptist 
Church  in  Kinston. 


Charles  Haidison  of  New  Bern  is 
assigned  to  Rock  of  Zion  Free  Will 
Baptist  Church  in  Grantsboro. 

Larry  Higglns  of  New  Bern  is 
assigned  to  St.  Mary's  Free  Will 
Baptist  Church  in  New  Bern. 

Bass  Mitchell  of  Bridgeton  is 
assigned  to  Bridgeton  Free  Will 
Baptist  Church  in  Bridgeton. 

Tommy  Tripp  of  Grifton  is  assigned 
to  Calvary  Free  Will  Baptist  Church 
in  Grifton. 

Cathy  Wallace  of  Mount  Olive  is 
assigned  to  Snow  Hill  Free  Will 
Baptist  Church  near  Mount  Olive. 


No  Baptist 
'DECEMBER  255 

In  accordance  with  our  policy  of  printing 
only  50  issues  of  "The  Free  Will  Baptist" 
each  year,  there  will  be  no  issue  on 
December  25.  The  nexf  issue  printed  will 
be  dated  January  1,  1975. 


Answers  to  Christmas  Wreath  Puzzle 
Across:  4.  Bethlehem,  5.  arise,  6.  star, 
8.  wise,  9.  Herod,  10.  them,  11.  search, 
12.  East. 

Down:  1.  treasures,  2.  rule,  3 
Jerusalem,  7.  gift,  9.  he,  10.  thee. 


MOUNT  OLIVE 

(Continued  from  Page  14) 

supervised  church  work  experience, 
mhances    the    minister's  training 
hrough    practical  involvement. 
Moreover,  the  ministerial  students 
inder  this  program  serve  as  two-way 
imbassadors  between  the  College  and 
he  supporting  denomination.  They 
reflect  the  College's  recognition  of  its 
nission  and  service  to  the  Free  Will 
iptist  denomination. 
Dr.  Michael  Pelt,  chairman  of  the 
_eligion  department,  along  with  the 
lev.  Sheldon  Howard  and  the  Rev. 
Frank  Harrison,  professors  in  the 
lepartment,  advise  the  ministerial 
■tuaents  in  their  co-op  experience. 
The  ministerial  students  involved 
i  the  religion  co-op  program  are  the 
showing: 

William  F.  Allen  of  Middlesex  is 
ssigned  to  Friendship  Free  Will 
laptist  Church  in  Johnston  County. 
"Fred  Baker  of  Mount  Olive  is 
ssigned  to  Northeast  Free  Will 
iaptist  Church  in  Mount  Olive. 
Bryan  Caton  Jr.  of  Garner  is 
ssigned    to    Eastwood   Free  Will 


»1  Anita  Bryant  and  Bob  Green 


LIGHT  MY 
CANDLE 

is  Anita 
and  Bob's 
most 

moving  book! 


From  Anita  Bryant  and  Bob  Green  comes  striking  testimony 
of  triumph  over  trials  ...  a  dear  friend's  death,  Bob's  busi- 
ness problems  and  his  near-fatal  heart  seizure,  Anita's 
troubled  relationship  with  her  father.  Anita  writes  of  God's 
promise  "to  give  every  resource  we  may  need  to  obtain 
victory  over  anything  life  may  throw  at  us."  LIGHT  MY 
CANDLE  will  light  your  way  toward  the  invincible  commit- 
ment that  has  guided  the  Greens.  $5.95 
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THIS 

CHRISTMAS 
SEASON 

WE 

WISH 

FOR 

YOU: 
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-ma 


True  Happiness  as  found 

only  in  Him; 
True  Peace  that  possesses 

those  hearts  in  tune; 
True  Love  made  manifest  by 

His  indwelling  Spirit; 
And, 

May  there  be  a  true  ingathering 
of  all  good  feelings,  good  things! 

and  the  realization  of  all 

cherished  hopes  arw 
dreams- 
Not  only  at  Christmastime,  but  also 

in  the  limitless  future.  .  .  . 
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Christine  A.  Lee 
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